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SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST DIRECTORY

THE SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST GENERAL
CONFERENCE

Next Session will he held with the Seventh Pav Baptist

Church at Milton, Wisconsin, August 20-25, 1929.
President—Claude L. Hill, Farina, IIL.
Vice-Presidents—Miss - FEthel Rogers, New Market,

N. :J.; Hurley S. Warren. Nile, N. Y.; Lester G. Os-

born, Verona, N. Y.; Clifford A. Beebe, Berea, W.

Va.; Ellis R. Lewis, Gentry, Ark.; James R. Jefirey,

Los Angeles, Calif.

Recording Secretary—Paul C. Saunders. Alfred, N. Y.

Corresponding. Secretary—Willard D. Burdick, Plain-
field,, N. J.

Treasurer of General Conference—James H. Coon,
Milton, Wis,

- Treasurer of Onward Movement—Harold R. Crandall,

81 Elliot Ave., Yonkers, N. Y.

General Secretary of Onward Movement—Willard D.
Burdick, Plainfield, N. J.

COMMISSION - OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE

Terms expiring in 1929—Frank Hill, Ashaway, R.
I.; Herbert L. Polan, North Loup, Neb.; Loyal PF.
Hurley, Adams Center, N. Y.

Terms expiring in 1930—Moses H. Van Horn, Salem,
W. Va.; Curtis F. Randolph, Alfred, N. Y.: Edgar D.
Van Horn, Alfred Station, N. Y. .

Terms expiring in 1931—Claude L. Hill, Farina, Ill.:
George M. Ellis, Milton, Wis.; Edward E. Whitford,
New York, N. Y.

AMERICAN SABBATH TRACT SOCIETY

- Boarp or Direcrtoms
-President—Corliss F. Randolph, Maplewood, N. J.
NRe_cording Secretary—Arthur L. Titsworth, Plainfield,

6 Aﬁﬁtan} Recording Secretary—Asa F’ Randolph, Plain-
eld, . J.
zg’cti‘ng Corresponding Secretary—Ahva J. C. Bond,
Plainfield, N. ]J.

Assistaht Corresponding Secretary—Miss Bernice A.
Brewer, Plainfield, N. ]J.

Treasurer—Miss Ethel L. Titsworth, 203 Park Avenue,
Plainfield, N, J.

Regular meeting of the Board, at Plainfield, N. J., the
second First Day of each month, at 2 p. m.

THE SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST
MISSIONARY SOCIETY

President—Clayton A. Burdick, Westerl% R. I

Recording Secretary—George B. Utter, esterly, R, L.

C orae.:plonding Secretary—William L. Burdick, Asha-
way .

T;-easurer—Samuel H. Davis, Westerly, R. 1

The regular meetings of the Board of Managers are
%eld-b the third Wednesdays in Janunary, April, July and

ctober.

SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST EDUCATION

Ed D S lgo Alfred Station, N. Y

President—Edgar D. Van rn, . Y.

Al]f?ec;)nﬁngYSecretary and Treasurer—Earl P. Saunders,
red, N. Y.

CoY?responding Secretary—Mrs. Dora K. Degen, Alfred,

“The regular meetings of the Board are held on the
second Sunday of January, April, July and October.

WOMAN’S EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE

GENERAL CONFERENCE
President—Mrs. Allen B. West, Milton Junction, Wis.
Corresponding Secretary—Mrs. Edwin Shaw, Milton,

is.
wlﬁetording Secretary—Mrs. James L. Skaggs, Milton,
is.
Treasurer—Mrs. Alfred E. Whitford, Milton, Wis.
Editor Woman’s Page, SABBATH Rrcorper—Mrs. George
E. Crosley, Milton, Wis.
ASSOCIATIONAL SECRETARIES
Eastern—Mrs. Willard D. Burdick, Plainfield, N. J.
Southeasterm—Mrs, M. Wardner Davis SalemyW. Va.
Central—Mrs. Jay S. Brown, Brookﬁeid, N. Y.
Western—Mrs. Walter L. Greene, Andover, N. Y.
Southwestern—Mrs. R. J. Mills Hammond, La.
Northwestern—Miss Phocbe S. Coon, Walworth, Wis.
Pacific Coast—Mrs. Charles D. Coon, Riverside, Calif.

THE SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST
P cu'dcu—wmiunmll. Stillman, Plainfield, N
Secretary—William Hubbard, Plaingeld N. }I
Treasurer—Asa F* Randolph, 240 West ront Street,

Gifts or uests for any denominxtionsl purpose are
invited, andb:sxll be gladly administrated and safeguarded

for the best interests of the beneficiaries in accordance
with the wishes of the donors.

The Memorial Board acts as the Financial Agent of
the Denomination.

Write the Secretary or Treasurer for informsation as to
ways in which the Board can be of service.

SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST HISTORICAL
_ SOCIETY

. (IncoxromareDn, 1916)
President—Corliss F. Randolph, Maplewood, N. J.
Recording Srrvetarv—Asxa F* Randolph. Plainfield, N. J.
Treq:urer—Miss Ethel L. Titsworth, Plainfield, N. J.

Chairman,

Advisory Ccimmmcc—William L. Burdick,

SABBATH SCHOOL BOARD
President—D. Nelson Inglis, Milton, Wis.
Secretary—Dr. A. Lov:ﬁe Burdick, Janesville, Wia.
Treasurer—1L ouis A. Babcock, Milton, Wis.

Director of Religious Educatiom—Erlo E. Sutton, Mi-
ton Junction, Wis

Stated meetings are bheld on the third First Day of the
week in the months of September, December a lhﬂﬁ
and on the first First Day of the week in the month
{Iuix;c in érh.e Whitford Memorial Hall, of Milton College,

ton, 18,

YOUNG PEOPLE’S EXECUTIVE BOARD
J OPLES

c I:e::'orgéx?i.s:cr,da'y—uxio Marjorie W. ell::nnn, Battle
r R
Corr ds Secretary—M Frances P, Babcock,

510 We:sfoﬂM::lfxgane Ave., Battlr: C Mich.

Treasurer—Elvan H. Clarke, 229 N. ashington A
Battle Creek, Mich. v~

Trustee of Intermational Society—Benjamin F. ohangon,
Battle Creek, Mich. J
Editor of Yowmg Peoples Department of Sammarm
ILZIgchmzx—Mrs. Ruby Coon Babcock, R. S, Battle Creek,
ich.
Junior Stwﬂi’dfldeﬂt—Mr& Elisabeth K. Austin, $3
Beach St., esterly. R. J
Intermediate Superintendent—John F. Randolph, Mil-
ton Junction, Wis.
ASSOCIATIONAL SECRETARIES
Eastern—Mrs. Blanche Burdick, Ashaway. R. L
Central—Mrs. Frances B, Sholtz, Oneida Castle, N. Y.
Westerm—Miss Elizabeth Ormsby, Alfred Sta,, N. Y.
Northwestern—Miss Elsie Van Homm, North Loup, Neb.
Miss Vivian Hill, Farina, I
Royal Crouch, Centerline, Mich,
Southeasterm—Miss Greta Randolph, New Milton, W.Va,
TSouthwe:tern—Mrs. Alberta S. Godfrey, Texarkana,
ex.

Pacific—Gleason Curtis, Riverside, Calif.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF LONE
MSRBACoonBachck,EBEs’% YGenutl
u ted
Secrgry; rs. Alice Fifield, Bttée lgi?h::
N. Jordan, Battle Creek. Mich.; Russell axson. %32
Creek, Mich.; Mrs. Angeline Abbey Allen, Edinburg,
Tex.; Mrs. George H. Trainer, Salem, W. Va.; Miss
Lois R. Fay, Princeton, Mass.

SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST VOCATIONAL

COMMITTEE

BGeorge RI_I. Bndss, CahChaxrman’f o, Milton, h\;:’i:;.; Richard C.

rewer, iverside, if.; win S. AXSO Syracuse,
N. Y.; George W. Davis, Los Angeles, C.thf.n; D.”Nelm
Inglis, Milton, Wis.; August E. Jo Chicago, IIL;
Gael V. Simpson, Battle Creek, Mich.; John H. Austin,
Westerly, R. 1.;: Winfred Harris, Plainfield, N. J.; Moses
H. Van Horn, Salem, W. Va.; Horace L. Hulett, Bolivar,
N. Y.; William Coalwell, Hammond, La.; Rosa W.
Palmborg, Liuho, Ku, China; H. louie Mignott, Kings-
ton, Jamaica.

Vor. 105, No. 24 PraixFiein, N, J.. Deceuser 10, 1928 Wrore No. 4,371

The Amount Needed on December 4, 1928,
to Complete the Building

$41,617.59

come m the picture will grow on this

Page, so you can sce just bow fast we are geting along with the good work.

We now have more than onc-hali of the amount nceded. If everyrone who
can remember his loyal father and mother who have pass.::d

on will respond bberally it will soan be done
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O Lord our heavenly Father, we pray that
thou wilt help us to be faithful stewards n
thy service. Inspire in us all the true spirit of
kelpfudness in owr relations to our fellowmen.
Enable ws to consecrate our all to thee. Fill
us with the spirit of self-sacrifice and of gen-
erous giving. May we dedicate to thee nol
only our spiritual gifts but ouy temporal pos-
sessions over which we have control,

May we do our part toward bringing the
world to thee. Oh, hasten the time when the
whole world shall be filled with thy glory.
Help us to minister for thee with clean hands,
pure hearts, and with faces tdlumined by the
pentecostal glory. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Yes, It Seems For one, I can but sympa-
Unfortunate  thize with those who see an
unfortunate incongruity in Mr. Hoover’s
peace trip, to win the good will of Latin
America for the United States, in a fidly
equipped battle ship!

One writer in the Christian Century tells
of the thrill that came to him as he saw
the headlines announcing the coming Pres-
ident’s peace and good will mission to South
America. The writer exclaimed to his com-
panion, “That is the happiest possible ges-
ture he could have made.”

Then, when he saw that this peace visit
was being made by using a battleship his
enthusiasm received a sad, unpleasant shock.

That reader had spent years in South
America as a missionary, and was so well
acquainted with the attitude of that people
toward us, at the very sight of one of our
battle ships, that he could not put away the
feeling that much of the peace and good
will purpose of Mr. Hoover would be lost
by the presence of America’s hated man of
war;

The tendency of “good will” American
war flotillas is too apt to accentuate ill will
toward us. Why could not such visits be
made in peace-time ships of the regular
line, rather than in ironclad men of war?

The Logic of Religion is a matter of the
the Heart heart as well as a matter 6f
logic. He who ignores the heart element in
religion—the emotional, reverential, and
devotional element—Ileaves out an essential
thing in Christianity. There is a logic of
the heart which no adverse logic of the head
can overcome. Religious education should
include the needs of the heart as well as

. those of the head.

When the blind man was besieged by the
logic of the skeptical Pharisees, although he
was unable to answer all their hard ques-
tion, he could resort to the logic of a de-
vout and loyal heart, “One thing I know,
that whereas I was blind I now see.” He
had an experience of his own of which no
critic could possibly rob him.

There is a certitude of actual experience
which was worth more to him than all their
theoretical creeds. He knew that he had
received sight. There is such a thing as the
evidence of experience which enables one to
know beyond a doubt that the ILord has
opened his eyes and revealed to him a new
world.  ‘““He that believeth on the Son of
God hath the witness in himself.” He has
found the restful life in Chrnist, and no cold
logic can rob him of his hope. He knows
that the L.ord has opened his spiritual cyes
and brought him from darkness into hght.
Thank God for the logic of the heart.

It was the heart logic of a poor despised
unlettered man that could not be shaken by
a great crowd of learned critics who clam-
ored for the overthrow of the Christ, and
who had determined in advance not to be-
lieve in him as the one sent from God.

Face to face with scholastic doubts. this
man had a real experience which no logic
could shake. His reply, “Why, herein is a
marvelous thing, that ye know not from
whence he is, and yet he has opencd nune
eyes.”

If we could only let the logic of the heart
translate and answer the logic of the head
more than we do, it might be far better for
the race. Would that more hearts were
touched by the Christ until they could feel
the cleansing power in their own lives.
There is nothing like a practical spiritual
assurance of divine help to answer the ob-
jectors. Christian assurance has ever been
the bulwark of our religion. And the one
great need of our time is a host of saved
men and women who can say to their
critics, “Why, herein is a marvelous thing,
that ye know not from whence he (Christ)
i1s, and yet he has opened mine eyes,” sO
that “I know that my Redeemer liveth.”

The Bible Stands QOne is sure to have
the Tests of Ages. trouble if he comes to
Bible study insisting on several points 10
the ancient creeds which grew out of con-
troversies in the time of the Reformation,

such, for instance, as that of absolute in-
fallibdity. Like the ‘‘traditions” which
Christ condemned, these will hinder rather
than help you in your Bible study. We
should understand that the Bible is not like

a single book by one author, but that it is a

were written by men living two or three
thousand years apart. Several styles of
hiterature are used, as poems, stories, his-
tory. biographies, and prophecies. Its writ-
mys are religious, with God and his truth
as the theme that runs throuyh it from
Adam to Chrnist. To say that God wrote
it seems almost sacrnlegious, but if one
leaves out the dogmatic presuppositions
mentioned above, and carefully studies the
ible to learn its real purpose and to find
what is in it to advance spiritual life, he will
become conscious of the divine hand in jt.
He will feel that he s deahing with God and
will realize that his God is near and dealing
with him.  Just take the Bible on its own
terms. without any theory of infallibility,
just as vou would read any ancient book,
and 1t will soon establish its own authority
and will lead you up to Christ and the oS-
pel of good news. He who comes to Chnist
m this wav finds undeniable evidences of a
personal Father God. whose Spirit speaks
to his soul, giving him the pcace that pass-
cth knowledge.  The Bible itself makes no
claim to infallibility.

The burden or purposc of the Bible, run-
nimg hke a golden thread through its pages,
s the unfolding of God's plan of salvation
and the gradual manifestation of God as a
Navior, Studying the Bible in this un-
prejudiced  way  has brought peace to mil-
hons of souls.

I have read of a prisoncr, in for at-
tempted murder, who found a Bible in his
cell and bhegan to read it to pass away the
time. Before he had read the New Testa-
ment through the thought came to him, “If
this book is true I can pray for myself right
here™ ; whereupan he prayed and found
perfect peace.  He then resolved to spend
his life in the Master's service, and when
liberated he went to preaching in the streets.
His work was wonderfully blessed and he
became a missionary in India. Almost in-
Numerable are the cases where men who
have studied the book in this way have
found it just what it claims to be, a spirit-
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ual help that transforms the life. To such
the Bible carries its own authonity. But the
criic who comes at it with preconcerved
objections, determined to prove it untrue,

. himself in advance, and so fails to see its
collection of sixty-six different books which

actual qualities as a spiritual helper. The
man who resorts to the spirit of ridicule or
sarcasminordcrtomakeapoimagainst the
teachings of the Bible must necessarily miss
the blessings it offers. Not only so, but he
at the same time robs others of the peace
and help 1t would bring to them.

regarding RBible authonity. 1 do not see
that the danger is any grecater today than it
wWas Iin ages gone by. As stated in the
preceding editorial,  the Bible has  stood
those severe tests. and there never was a
time when so many Bibles were n demand
as 1s the case today.

Has anvthing happened in the study of
science or in the wordd of human scholar-
ship, that should cause graater musgivings
today than did skeptical theories of gener-
ations ago? The Bible has hved through
them all, s in Ereater demand than ever,
and God still lkres to guide his umiverse
i his own blessed way. | can not believe
he 15 to be defcated in his far-recaching pur-
jwres. Neither do 1 think that proper study
of science as recorded on the pages of God's
other book. is likely to discover anything
that will overthrow the old faith tn our
God and Father, or in Christ as a coampe-
tent Navior. or in our hope of a future life.

Glad indeed would 1 be if 1 could say
something to relieve the unrest in many troe
hearts who are being  distressed over the
conflict between two classes of Chnistians.

Though it 1s a diffcult subject to venture
upon. when critics seem to be intent on dis-
covermg some expression or phrase by
which to condemin all one may say which
does not agree with their theores, 1 am,
nevertheless, going to make the venture.

have composed my audience during sixty
ycars of pastoral and revival p 1
may be helped in this time of need,
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Quarreling over theories must rob both
sides of their ability to reach the hearts of
men and lead them to Christ.

HELPFUL DATA ON BIBLE STUDY

1. As stated in the last editorial, it is
highly important and much will be gained
in Bible study by laying aside all precon-
ceived notions and prejudices growing out
of theories established in the dark ages and
in the Reformation by quarreling creed-
mokes, who seemed to possess little of the
real spirit of our Master.

In the study of any book it is safe and
fair to keep the author’s purpose well in
mind. This is emphatically true of the
Bible. '

2. It is the purpose of the Bible to teach
spiritual things. It aims to reveal the rela-
tions of God to the world and to men; to
give an intelligible account of Jehovah’s ef-
forts to lead mankind from a lower to a
higher life in harmony with his will.

It is not its author’s purpose to teach
the hidden truths of science. These truths
were reserved in God’s other book for fu-
ture ages to discover and explain. This
Book of spiritual directions was not de-
signed to anticipate the revelations of world
building which were inscribed in the rocks
—the wonderful pages of God’s other book.
There was no aim at scientific accuracy as
to the physical details of the created uni-
verse. It was not the purpose of the Bible
author to tell even the age of the world
before it had been made ready for the ad-
vent of man, for whom God “in the begin-
ning” had been fitting it up. The pur-
pose was simply to teach something of
man’s history as a spiritual being and his
relation to his Maker, rather than to reveal
the method of creation. It was something
to be read, not as a text book on astronomy,
geology, or chronology, but simply as a
guide in moral and spiritual conceptions.

The knowledge that enables man to ap-
prehend God and spiritual truth may have
no connection with the revelations of science
as such. But so far as the Bible is a true
revelation of God and his work, there can
be no disagreement between that and his

~ revelation in the rocks when both are prop-

erly understood. The_one should not be
understood to antagonize or contradict the
other.

There are facts in the spiritual world just

as well authenticated as are the facts dis-
covered by science. When science bases
its conclusions on physical facts in its study
of nature, why should it not recognize spir-
itual facts in its study of the Bible? It
seems to me that a faithful, friendly scien-
tific study of the Bible would settle many
problems and strongly establish the blessed
Book.

The teachings of Moses and the prophets
in regard to spiritual things are none the
less valuable because the writers were 1g7-
norant of many things in the realm of
science. Indeed, if they had been inspired
to go nto explicit details regarding the ex-
act time, used in creation, explaining every
particular about what is covered by the first
verse in the Bible, “In the beginning God
created the heavens and the earth and all
that in them is,” they would have been dis-
credited by the people who lived in their
day and generation, so long before the mes-
sages in the rocks could be read.

If you would teach a child you must usc
language children can understand. So in
the infancy of the race the simple terms
with which they were familiar had to be
used, and much information necessarnily
had to wait until humanity had grown up,
and men were able to discover it for them-
selves.

It took many hundred generations to lead
the race up to the Christ, who is the cen-
tral figure in the Bible, and who was to
give a practical demonstration of the Father
God and of the ideal man as God's child.
This was the purpose of the prophetical
writings. It was a slow process and led
through ages of very bad history, and Je-
hovah had to deal with many generations
of bad men as well as some good ones.

But it was God doing it all. It was not
only “In the beginning God,” but it has
been God all the way through and is still
God’s doings at this time and will be until
the end. Some way, I can not think God
will let Satan outwit him and gain the vic-

tory in the end, even if some pcople do
seem to think so.

My Own Feelings [ know this is a delicate
About Miracles subject, and that what-
ever I may say upon it is likely to either
help or hinder some souls in regard to faith
in the Bible. So I pray that I may so guard
my expressions that no one may be shocked

in his feelings. It would be sad indeed if
I should adopt the attitude of cynmical nids-
cule of those who may not exactly

with me on this subject, or if | should be
so positively abrupt in critical statements as
to repel any soul who may be seeking light.

In view of the wonderful revelations in
our world, in these passing yecars—the many
facts which we can not understand—we
should be rather cautious abouyt sayving that
a thing could not happen, or that it never
did happen.

The very existence of matter dcfies all
reasoning ; and when you think it through,
It 1S quite as miraculous as anything n
the Bible. FEven modern science has re-
vealed many invisible things which were
once considered impossible. It <eems too
miraculous to believe that one can sit quietly
m an office in New York and. without wires
or any material connection. hold extended
conversation with some one in Austraha!
We never did such a thing, and vet we be-
lieve it on the testimony of another whom
WC Never saw.

I suppose there is in this no violation of
natural law. Science savs “There can be
no violation of natural law”™ ; but it does not
prove that there never is a suspension of
onc natural law by the operation of another

natural law which is invisible to mortal
cVves.

WHAT IS A MIRACLE >

Someone has defined a miracle as the
suspension of one natural law by the
operation of another which though spir-
tstual is not wmnatural. We believe there
are spiritual natural laws as well as phy-si-
cal. and that God is the author and control-
ler of both. Thus real natural! law must
cmbrace all that men have regarded as sup-
crnatural.  If so, there is nothing  swuper-
natural  That which men have regarded
50 1s only superhuman. When one savs a
thing is contrary to nature, 1t would be bet-
ter to say that it is contrary to what we
knotw about mature. 1 love to think of the
rospel miracles of Jesus as being in har-
mony with the higher spiritual natural laws
over which he and his Father have full
control.

There are miraculous personalbities in the
Wible. It seems to me that Abraham and
Moses and Isaiah and Samuel were real
muracles when we consider their surround-

“
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ings and the condition of the world nato
which they were born and in winch they
had to hve.

Chnst was the supreme muracle of the
ages. The more one studies the prophecies
conccrming his virgin birth, and his mussion,
the more one studics the facts stated by Paul
and lLuke—as reliable historians as any the
world has ever known: the more we think
candidly of what is 1mplicd by such a char-
écter as Chrnist—a character abrsolutely pure
and sinless ; indecd. the more campletely we
come 10 see that Christ was just what be
claimed to be, the only begotten Son of God
who came nto history as an actual fact 1o be
a Savior from sin. the more lis marvelous
cComing secms 1o me like the direct action of
(rod 1 a superhuman way rather than by
mere human processes of goneration. ’

As for myself. 1 do not! see how anv
sane man in these times can really believe
that the purest and mast divine person of all
tbc Ages came as the result of an unmen-
Gionmable sin which the Bible and all trope
men have always agreed to condemmn.

It seems per{ oty matural and consistent
for me 10 think of such a2 being as Chnst
is amply proved to be. as one who should

called miracles

My belief in what we regard as miracles,
then, rests on the mafure of Jesus Christ, as
A person who stands alone outside the com-
mon category of men—Omne  who hkad a
different origin  from 2ll ordinary human
bc:ng's,.a God-man with a divine Father and
also with a proper classification with men,
In order to reveal God to men, and also to
reveal true biving and  idwal manhood to
mortals.

The miracles of Jesus seem to me in -
fect keeping with such a character who was
sen t{ on such a supreme mission. | feel that
no iacts 1n all history are more thoerough!
cstablished and \m:ged by compeiem ang
tms:;:ronh)‘ lustorians than are these Bitle
truths.

Report of Building Fund 21 week our
brief report was overioaked when the forms
ummadeupmithadmgoinmmﬂm
last of the Rucoenzs—see p2ge 728

You will see by that itemn that the ol
Tocapls one weck 2g0 amounted to $41,-
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641.41. Todéy, December 4, we are glad
to report the receipt of $6,741, which to-
gether with the $1,250 reported last week,

makes a new block to add to our picture of
the building, of $7,991. -

This makes the total amount received to
December 4, $48,382.41. This amount
taken from the $90,000 required to com-
plete the building leaves only $41,617.59
still lacking.

ANOTHER WORD

Since the above statement of the treas-
urer's report was written, word comes to
the editor from the dear old New Market
Church, showing that the sixty resident
members there have averaged more than
$17.60 per member. This is a record to
be proud of. If all our churches do as well
we shall have an abundance for the good
work. Look for more complete report by
the treasurer next week.

What Does the Please do not miss the
Public Want? brief but important mess-
age in this RECORDER on “Keeping Christ in
Christmas.” I hope this will reach our
readers in time to have some influence in
their choice of Christmas cards for their
friends.

One of the sad commentaries on the trend
of things in our country today is found in
the statement that manufacturers “Give the
public what it wants.”

This will acount for some of the disgust-
ing scenes which moving picture shows are
giving “the public” in these days. God help
us as a nation if there are not enough con-
scientious Christian people in all our
churches to counteract the godless, sensual
tendencies of this thoughtless pleasure-seek-
ing generation.

OTHER FRUITS

REV. AUGUST E. JOHANSEN

VI

In the last three articles, effort has been
made to be scrupulously loyal to the method
of simple and unprejudiced investigation.
I attempted to answer the question as to
the actual contents of the Bible, as they re-
late- to a definite point, namely, whether

there is evidence of changing and progres-
sive moral and spiritual ideas in the Bible.

The quest was for facts, in and for them-
selves.

I shall now change my method of deal-
ing with the Biblical materials, and shift
from the process of simple investigation to
that of interpretation. Having presented
certain facts which plainly indicate moral
and religious progress in the Bible, 1 now
propose to raise questions of another sort.
How do we account for these changing and
contradictory conceptions? What is the
significance of these facts as regards belief
about revelation and the religious use of the
Bible? Are the consequences of these facts
wholly destructive and negative. or do they
contribute something of positive worth to
religious faith? 1In this article T hope to
answer these questions, though necessarily
In a very general way.

Before entering upon this discussion, I
wish to repeat a thought I presented in my
second article. The interpretation which I
place upon the facts in no way affects the
facts themselves. My interpretation may
be true or false. But true or false as my
own ideas may happen to be, the facts are
still there, inescapable and incontrovertible.
I have not concocted supposed “facts” to
sustain a certain presupposition. or to fit a
certain interpretation of the Bible. 1 have.
instead. endeavored at least, to lay aside all
presuppositions in an effort to discover the
bare facts. If you do not accept my inter-
pretation. or if you can present an interpre-
tation which is more valid., well and good.
But if, once admitting the facts. you thence-
forth ignore or evade them or seek to tor-
tuously twist them to fit your preconcep-
tions, then you are fundamentally untrue to
the spirit of genuine investigation. And if
you build your theological or religious house
upon such an evasion or distortion of the
facts, then, however fine the superstructure,
however many precious hopes may be shel-
tered there, however many trusting indi-
viduals shall “in simple faith” make it their
abiding place, it is nevertheless a house
built upon sand, which can not stand. And
if, having such a foundation, the house
falls, those who dwell therein can scarcely
place the blamie for its collapse upon the
winds and torrents of doubt and perplexity
which beat upon it.

L

I turn, accordingly, to a consideration of
the questions sugpested above.

The one very obvious fact which prob-
ably has seemed the most stubborn and per-
haps the most perplexing to those who are
reading these articles is the fact that the
moral and  spintual conceptions and the
specific acts which | have mentioned are
actually attributed to God. I have not
ignored or minimized this fact. I have tried
to make 1t just as plain as do the records
themselves. It ss expressly stated that God
commanded that the earth should open and
swallow up Korah, his fellow conspirators,
and their entire families. It s expressly
stated that God ordered the stoning  of
Achan and all that pertained to himy It is
cxpressly  stated that the l.ord prompted
David to number the peuple and then pun-
ished Israel in consequence. And so on,
in practically all of the material | have cited
m the last three articles. it s plainly and
mescapably  stated that the specific thing
mentioned was the will of (GGod, the com-
mand of God, or the act of God. The maost
extreme  fundamentalist or literalist could
not possibly be any more frank or emphatic
in his recognition of this than I am.

Once people honestly recognize the ob-
vious fact 1 have just mentioned, they gen-
crally react to it in one of three possible
ways.  There are those who say, “"Since it
plainly states that God did it, since it is a
plain “Thus saith the l.ord,” all there is for
us to do s to accept the statement, as it is.
without question.” Now this position  1s
possible to a certain extent, sf one is cap-
able of ignoring completely the profound
cthical questions which are involved in such
a hteralistic acceptance of these Biblical
statements.  But even if one is willing to
waive moral and ethical questions in the in-
terests of simple acceptance, this attitude
still remains extremely precarious. For the
position ceases to be tenable the instant one
realizes that actions and commands of an
absolutely contrary and incompatible moral
character are - both equally attributed to
(rod. Thus, both the purushment of the
imnocent with or for the guilty, and the re-
pudiation of this principle, are equally at-
tributed to God. The contradictory concep-
tions of God’s will and actions which I cted
' my previous material, are both plainly
stated to be God’'s will. Which “Thus saith
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the Lord™ are we to accept ? Or shail we ad-
mit that ethically God's character and ac-
uons are not the same yesterday, today, and
forever? It is i pable, and 1t seems to
me. ulterly wnpossible dilemma.

There are others who irankly recogmize
the difficulties involved in the first solution
attempled. They are honestly perplexed by
the ethical and religrous difbculties involved
in stmple acceptance. but they avond thmk-
ing the problem through by simply con-
signing it to the realm of unsolved diffacul-
ttes which we nay some dav understand.
Such a position is. however, 100 necutral to
be effective. and too evasive to sahisfy any-
one who wishes o reach an out and out
conviction regarding the Bible.

Finally, there arc others who are unable
to accept the first solution. and who are un-
willing to be content with 2 suspended
judgment on the questan. Recognitvan of
the plain facts leads them to camplete re-
jection of the rehigious worth of the Bibic.
and often to camplete dishebei in God
Told that they must belicve in the God who
did and who commanded certain things, they
accept what they think s the only other
alternative. the f{rankly atheistic pasition.
It 1s among soch individuals thar the pro-
fessional  atheistic organizations find their
supporters.  The atheist batters away at
the Bible and God with a cunous cambina-
ton of ndicule, scom. and appaczal to ethucal
prncaples.  But, the significant thing about
this type of athcist is that he focuses his
attention upon the less lofty elements in the
Bible. and ignores the fact that the Joftier
conceplions are as truly attributed 1o God
as the less worthy. So in has way he s no
more consastent or Jogical than the funda-
mentahist, who choases to IFNOre or mang-
mize the moral problems.

None of these three possible  atstudes
face all of the facts, and consequently none
of them sausfactonly account for the facts
Nor, {ortunately, do these three alternetives
exhaust the possibilities of solunon of the
problem. One must not. as so oy fun-
damentalists aver, choose either the rignd
and unquestioning attitude of acceplance or
the irankly atheistic attitude of complete re-
jectron.

I wish to sugpest an entirely different
mecthod of accounting for the facts. This
method no doubt will prove unsatisfactory

escCan
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to the special pleaders among both funda-
ientalists and atheists. As I pointed out
in a previous article, it is of vast import-
ance that we distinguish between God, and
men’s ideas about God; between God’s will,
and men’s beliefs as to what is God’s will;
between God’s actions, and particular facts
which are interpreted as God’s actions. Can
not the grosser ideas as to the character of
God found in the Bible be directly attri-
buted to the gross and unworthy ideas on
the part of men, while the loftier concep-
tions are due to more enlightened and wor-
thy ideas? When David interprets the
famine as God’s punishment, and the hang-
ing of Saul’s sons, as God’s will, and the
cessation of the famine, as evidence of
God’s approval of the act, may we not
legitimately distinguish between what David
thought to be God’s will and action, and
what really was God’s will and action? May
not men once have thought of God as re-
quiring innocent blood for the punishment
of sin, when later a clearer ethical insight
and an aroused moral conscience led them
to the conviction that such a procedure was
utterly repugnant to a holy God? Or again,
may not Saul have been mistaken in the
conviction that it was the will of God that
Jonathan should die for the unintentional
violation of his father’s oath, this mistaken
conviction being rooted in a social custom
of long standing? May not the death of
Uzzah, or the .plague which from time to
time swept Israel, as for example, after
David numbered the people, have been at-
tributed to the direct act of God, because of
the Semitic custom of thinking of such
phenomena as direct acts of God or as
God’s direct punishment for some sin
against God, when in reality these events
were purely natural in character? May not
this same interpretation of natural events
in a religious way account for the concep-
tion of God as the jealaus, vindictive, ill-
restrained, would-be destroyer, we have
seen him pictured in certain Old Testament
passages? May not the habit of attribut-

ing all phenomena, good and bad alike, to
Gad, account for the fact that God is de-
clared to be a party to deception, and re-
sponsible for the evil spirits which afflicted
men ?

This is more than a hypothesis suggested
by modernism. - It is an explanation of facts

which is peculiarly sustained by the direct
evidence of the Old Testament materials
themselves. It is evident that men living
in the Old Testament time actually did
revolt against the plain and oft repeated
“Thus saith the Lord.” If what is ex-
pressly stated to be God’s will and action
was actually his will and action, how did
Moses and Aaron dare challenge, on ethical
grounds, God’s proposal to wipe out Israel?
Numbers 14: 15-19. How did David dare
utter the stinging rebuke to God when God
punished Israel for the personal sin of
David? 2 Samuel 25: 15-17. How did the
people dare to save Jonathan from the death
which God required by their stirring dem-
onstration of loyalty to a popular hero?
1 Samuel 14: 24, 27, 37-39. How did the
people dare to use the sarcastic expression,
““The fathers have eaten a sour grape, and
the children’s teeth are set on edge,” (Jere-
miah 31: 30) if the social practice they
were attacking was really God’s will? And
still more, how did the prophet himself,
speaking in the very name of the Lord, dare
repudiate the whole principle of social pun-
ishment for sin, if that principle was orig-
inally and actually ordained by a “Thus
saith the Lord”? Ezekiel 18.

And even if these men dared thus to re-
volt, how do you account for the fact that
they escaped the consequences of their re-
bellion? If the character of God was really
what they believed it to be, if he was ever
liable to break forth in direful punishment,
if he would strike dead a man who, from
the loftiest motive, touched the sacred ark,
why should and why did he permit his will
and his actions to be challenged and rebuked

in such a direct and indeed scathing
fashion?

And, to press the matter even further,
aside from the question of how men dared
to do what they did, aside from the ques-
tion of why God permitted them thus to
revolt, what is the character of God if he
did the things reported and if the protests
which were given expression by men are
on their very face recognized to be obvi-
ously of higher ethical and spiritual quality
than the acts and motives of God himself ?

The fact of the matter is, in this ethical
and spiritual revolt we have the strongest
possible evidence that what was supposed
to be the will of God, or the action of God,
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was not the will or action of God, but
merely men’s belief about the will and action
of God, and that when men caught a more
complete and lofty vision of the character
of God and experienced a decper insight
into the nature of truth, love, holiness, and
character, they revised their own concep-
tions to match their new discovery of God.

Now what light do the facts I have cited
thus far throw upon our belief regarding
the Bible? First of all, they make it plain
that the Bible does not present one single
level of moral, ethical, and spiritual ideal
and achievement, but instead reveals a glor-
wus progress of thought and action from
lower to higher. They make it eviden t
Martin Luther was right when he said 8hat
we find in the Scriptures “sometimes wood,
hav. and stubble, and not always gold, sil-
ver. or diamonds ; nevertheless, the essential
alndes.”  They make it evident that the
hible is not absolutely inerrant as a moral
and ethical guide, much less verbally iner-
rant. They make it certain that even an
appeal to the plain “Thus saith the Lord”
iIs not a final or absolute authority.

Now I realize that this very frank state-
ment will, in the minds of many of my
readers, he sufficient in itself to condemn
utterly all that I have said or can possibly
say. But to those whose interest is not
completely alienated by this frank position,
and who are willing to lay aside even tem-
porarily their presuppositions as to the in-
fallibility of the Bible, or as to the neces-
sitv. of believing in the infallibility of the
Bible, I would address a word further upon
this subject.

I ask you to consider the spiritual sig-
nificance of the fact that there were in the
Old Testament days “God's rebels,” who
dared to follow the inner direction of moral
conscience and ethical and spiritual insight,
cven when in so doing they challenged the
sacred traditions they had inherited, and the
very God they still more than half believed
in. 1f you believed in a God who could and
would strike you dead at any moment he
chose, would you challenge the righteous-
ness of his conduct, would you denounce
his actions as unrighteous, would you re-
buke him for what, though you believed it
to be his act, you nevertheless considered
wicked? It is not likely. At least, not un-

and courage which these prophets of a
holier God possessed. All honor to these
rebels !

But we fall short of 2 full a2pprecation of

the spintual significance of this fact if we -

stop here. What the Bible records is more
than a struggle against old and ocutgrown
cthical and religious conceptions. In the
enlarging ethical vision, in the quuckened
moral conscience. in the heroic faith which
led men to defy the half -god of their earher
conceptions, we sce the workings of the true
God. who reveals himself in human exper-
tence, personal and social. and who him-
self struggles in mman against the superst-
tions and errors and fears and passions
which cloud the vision of men and hamper
their ctermal struggle for nghteousness.
The revolt of men against conceptions of
GGod they belicved to be unworth , and
against the supposed acts of God which
they believed to be unholy—a revolt which
we have seen not only by a comparison of
the New with the Old Testament. but which
we have seen plainly within the Old Testa-
ment itself, is the key to a new and gher
rehgious evaluation and use of the Bible.

True, we have no longer the conception
of revelation which consists in a fixed and
final quantum of information, bestowed
upon men arbitranly and mechanically from
without., confined exclusively to a single
medium or to a single age, and demanding
of the minds of mwen unquestiomung and ac-
quiescent acceptance. But we do have a
revelation, verified in human experience and
spintual progress in the past, and still avail-
able in ever new experience and progress to

those who will in the present accept its chal-
lenge.

We have a God who works cternally m
the hearts of men, guiding them by moral
suaston and enlightenment. a God who man-
ifests himself in the growing wvision of lov-
ing and holy righteousness which, th
moral struggle and spiritual insight, s pro-
gressively vouchsafed to the children of
men.

We have a God whom men can know and
love, and who, once known and loved, can
not butbcservcdwithallthemightof
heart and mind.
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SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST
ONWARD MOVEMENT

WILLARD D. BURDICK, General Secretary
926 Kenyon Avenue, Plainfield, N. J.

OUR BULLETIN BOARD

The article, “What Seventh Day Baptists
Are Doing.” is the third of a series that
Pastor S. Duane Ogden has given the mem-
bers of the Nortonville Church in prepara-
tion for the canvass for the Onward Move-
ment in November.

The 1927 Year Book. Every church
should write me how many copies are
needed. Less than one half of the churches
responded to my “Hurry up call,” sent out

October 26.

WHAT SEVENTH DAY BAPTISTS ARE
DOING

THROUGH THE ONWARD MOVEMENT

The Seventh Day Baptist General Con-
ference consists of 103 churches. Of this
ynumber, 75 are in the United States, 17 in
aica. 4 in Holland. 2 in South America,
2% China and 1 1n England. The Confer-
encexwas organized in 1802 and was incor-
porated under the laws of the State of
Rhode Island in 1927. It meets annually.
The 1929 session will be held at Milton,
Wis., August 18-25, with the following of-
ficers: Rev. Claude L. Hill, president; Paul
C. Saunders, recording secretary; Rev.
Willard D. Burdick, general secretary;
James H. Coon, treasurer; Rev. Harold R.
Crandall, treasurer, Onward Movement.

Seventh Day Baptists maintain a mission
in China with a station at Shanghai, where
in addition to a church there are maintained
a school for boys and a school for girls, and
a station at Liuho, where there is a church
and a hospital. In Jamaica, British West
Indies, there are 17 churches, served by
two - full-time missionaries and one assist-
ant. The denomination maintains a mis-
sion 1in Georgetown, British Guiana, and
aids missionary churches in Holland, which
in turn do missionary work in Java. Home

missionary work is conducted in many sec-
tions of the United States. The Seventh
Day Baptist Missionary Society is located
at Westerly, R. I., and its corresponding
secretary is Rev. Willhlam L. Burdick. The
total cost of the work done by the Mis-
sionary Society last year was $34.552.64.

Three new churches were added to the
denomination in 1927 and five more in 1928.
Of these, two are in the United States and
five abroad.

The denomination owns and maintains a
publishing house at Plainfield, N. J., where
books, tracts, periodicals, and other denom-
inational literature are published. L. H.
North is the business manager. The de-
nominational weekly paper is The SaBBaTH
RECORDER, edited by Rev. Theodorc L. Gar-
diner. It is published at an annual cost of
over $6,000 above receipts through sub-
scriptions. The American Sabbath Tract
Society publishes and distnbutes every year
large numbers of tracts, mostly free. The
cost of the printing and distribution of this
hterature 1s over $2,000 a year.

Seventh Day Baptists have always been
leaders in education. Our forefathers were
among the pioneers in America in estab-
lishing institutions of learning. There are
three Seventh Day Baptist colleges:. Alfred
University, Alfred. N. Y., the president of
which 1s Rev. Boothe C. Davis; Milton Col-
lege, Milton, Wis., the president of which
is Alfred E. Whitford; and Salem College.
Salem. W. Va., S. Orestes Bond, president.
In 1927 there were 1,732 students enrolled
in these three institutions. Seventh Day
Baptists have the distinction of maintaining
more institutions of higher education in
proportion to their membership than per-
haps any other denomination, there being
better than one college to each 3,000 com-
municants.

Throughout the denomination during the
last two years Seventh Day Baptists have
held 51 Vacation Church Schools with a to-
tal of 2,228 pupils enrolled. The cost of
putting on these schools was nearly $2,700.
For the Sabbath schools, lesson helps are
published quarterly. These quarterlies are
edited by Rev. Erlo E. Sutton, director of
religious education under the Sabbath
School Board. Mr. Sutton also promotes
the Vacation Schools and all field work in
religious education.

Work with Seventh Day Baptist Young
People is promoted by the denomination
through its Young People’s Board, whose
corresponding secretary is Mrs. Frances
F err.ill Babcock, Battle Creek, Mich. The
service performed by this board for those
who in the future will composec the mem-
bership of our churches is invaluable. The
annual budget for this important work is
over $2,000.

Under the General Conference is also the
Woman’s Board, carrying on the work
among the women’s socicties, promoting
nussions, devotional life. international good
will, interdenominational co-operation and
numerous other lines of work, indispensable
to the denomination. This work is carried
on at a yearly cost of over $4.000.

The Conference with its annual meetings,
its Commission, whose task it is to handle
much of the difficult business of the de-
nomination, the scholarship money extended
to students for the ministry, the fund for
the relief and retirement of aged ministers,
¢t cetera, is. carnied on at a cost of nearly
$7.000 a year. ]

How does our denomination carry on all
these activities? How do we as a people
make this contribution toward the kingdom
of God? Through the Onward Movement
with its budget—for all denominational
work—of $53.500. Most of cur mission-
ary work, publications, evangelism, relig-
1ous education, work with young people and
among the women and our General Con-
ference depend upon the unified budget and
can not be carried on without the money
sought. In a word, the Onward Movement
is our denominational program. [/t is what
Seventh Day Baptists are doing to promote
the kingdom of God.—Rev. S. Duanc Og-
den in “The Nortomwille Revveww.”

DO NOT LOOK AT THE MISTAKES IN
OTHERS

MRS, LILLIAN TICKNER PALMER

How well I remember a dear playmate
who, when very young, took her first com-
position to her father, a well educated man,
to read. The pages were blotted and there
were a number of mistakes. As she
handed them to her father she said, “Don’t
look at the mistakes, papa.” And, of course,
he didn't condemn her for the mistakes she
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made in her endeavor to write. He was
so pleased with her efforts that he would
not call attention to her mistakes. He
praised her for trying and doing her best,
and told her what a noble woman she would
make 1f she always did her best

What a grand world this would be if

there were more of a disposition to not see
the mistakes that appear upon the work of
our fellows. There are those who seem to
sce nothing except the spots that mar the
page however much good there may be
upon 11. How uncharitable to do this. How
unhke the Chnst i1s such-a course. How
unbecoming the follower of the lowly Naz-
arene to possess this spirit ? )
- We as true Chnistians ought to be look-
ing for the good in people. and have a dis-
position to give them credit for evervthing
we possibly can. ’

It 1s not a very good way to help {folks,
to dwell on their faults, and shortcomings,
and not tell them of their good quahiies.
In sending messages 10 the five churches of
Asia that were blameworthy, Jesus was very
careful to speak first of their good poinis.
and to give them credit so far as he could
before he drew attention to their failures.
Oh. that we, his children, would follow his
example! How much happier we would be,
and best of all how pleased Jesus would be
~ We ocught to delight in finding the good
m our fellow men and fed sorry to discover
any spots in their hives. We ought to love
poor humanity to such a degree that it
would be pleasing to help every one in every
way paoassible. )

How many, many there are who have be-
come discouraged and given up just because
some tongue of cnticasm has been wagging
behind their backs and because of the cruel
stabs they have received by those who were
inclined to find fault with them and pick
them to pieces.

We do not want to become so blind that
W€ can not see sin; but it 1s a poor way to
help a poor sinner to throw clubs at him or
stab him behind his back. But there are
shortcomings that are not sins in the very
holiest of people, and it is easy to discover
these blemushes. Usually the one that does
the criticizing is a person of many faults:
and i1t would be well for him to look at
bhome first. Many people who so unmera-
fully cnitiase others have faults much worse
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than the one they are trying to harm, and
if Jesus deals with them as they have dealt
with others they will never be admitted into
the New Jerusalem. Blessed are the merci-
ful for they shall obtain mercy.

You hear the complaint daily, “If I could
do it this way, and if I could have things
my way, why I could be a good Christian.
But that is not being a Christian. A Chris-
tian will bear all the hardships that come to
him; he will ask for God’s help. Can we

not bear a few hardships for him, when he
bore so much for us?

Are we so much better than Jesus that
we should have everything our way in order
to be a Christian?

I think one of the greatest sins our
church people make the world over, is run-
ning the ministers of our churches down.
How many unkind and often untrue things
are said about.them. It is true that many
of our pastors are not great men, many do
not preach eloquent sermons, but they are
doing all they can to promote our spiritual
interests. Why don’t we, as professed
Christians, bear with them instead of talk-
ing them down? Talk them up. We mis-
understand their plainest sayings some-
times. : —

One minister I have in mind, who is a
fine Christian man, is working on a hard
field. He has been misunderstood, and has
been credited with unworthy motives. An
angel could not succeed under such circum-
stances. It is unfair, and it is wicked.

How much better it would be to go home
from church on Sabbath days and praise
him, tell of some good things he said. The
world will accept him at your estimate and
respect him according to the measure of
your own respect. There is no minister
who does not say something good in his
sermons. Praise him in your homes, tell
the children of some point that would inter-
est them. Make the young people fond of
him. Raise not a finger to break the spell
of his up-lifting influence. Praise the min-
ister in the social circle, on the streets, in
the factory, in the homes, stores, or office.
Speak kindly of him or not at all. People
will respect and honor you for it. Suffer
no tongue of malice to speak against him
In your presence.

Do you church members ever stop to
- think of the hard place a minister’s wife is

often in? She has to listen to every story
from each one of her flock. Often the
stories are against some one of the flock.
Yet she must always be sweet, peaceful, and
ever a true Christian, and she has to keep
all these stories to herself. Many times
things are said to hurt her, yet she goes
smiling on just the same. Do you think
she could if it were not for the cross she
1s willing to bear for her Master? No, in-
deed not. Let us as Christians make it
easier for the minister’s wife.

We greatly need the divine love in our
hearts that will cause us to be tender and
compassionate, forgiving and merciful in
our attitude towards others, and heavenly
wisdom that we may do the greatest pos-
sible good and the least possible harm to
our fellow men. “For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.”

THE DYING YEAR
DEVILLO E. LIVERMORE

While the harvest days are passing,
And the autumn tints are scen,
And the dead and withered grasses
Take the place of brighter green;
When the fruit has all been gathered,
And we’'ve garnered home the sheaves,
There is just a bit of sadness
In the falling of the leaves.

How with joy we hailed the springtime,
With its soft and sunny hours;
There was something so enlivening
In the first fair budding flowers.
Then the summer with its brightness
O’er the earth s glory laid:
But there’s just a little sadness
When the last sweet blossoms fade.

Men and matrons, pleasant hearted,
Gather ’round the festive board.
Lads and lasses, merry children,
Gaily speak their joys abroad.
As the darker, chill November
Tells us winter time draws near ;
Yes, there’s just a little sadness
In the dying of the year.

And when winter snows, the whitest,
Over all our fair fields lie,

And the Storm King’s frown is fiercest,
And the gales go hurrying by ;

When the home fires burn the brightest
On the hearth with cheerful glow,

Then remember God is faithful,
From whose hand ali blessings flow.
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MISSIONS

REV. WILLIAM L. BURDICK, ASHAWAY. R 1L
Contridbuting Editor

INDIFFERENCE DEADLY

Among the attitudes different people may
assume towards any cause, three are prom-
ment, namely. earmest support, open oppo-
sition, and indifference. Indifference is
most to be dreaded. We condemn in severe
terms opposition to a good cause., but in
many instances indifference is more deadly.
This i1s why God said to the church of the
lLaodiceans, “I know thy works, thou art
neither cold nor hot; I would thou wert cold
or hot.  So then because thou art lukewarm
and neither cold nor hot 1 will spew you out
of my mouth.” The tendency of opposition
is to stir the friends of any cause to re-
newed diligence, create new supporters. and
bring out all the resources available. Not
so with indifference. It discourages and
palsies all activities.

Indifference is never more harmful than
in its relations to missions. The ones who
are fighting missions, whether they are
Buddhists, Mohammedans, atheists, or
worldlings, are not the ones who are doing
the most damage to the worldwide evangel-
1zation. Those who are producing the most
deadly results  regarding  the spread of
Christianity are the lukewarm among
Christ’s professed followers. The indiffer-
¢nce may come from a lack of knowtédge,
offenses, discouragement, or worldliness.
but whatever the cause the results are about
the same.

As one views the situation, one can not
help asking, “How much does indifference
have to do in the present lack of men and
means for mission fields?” Doubtless it is
a large factor, though not the only one. The
resources of the Church of our Redeemer
are greater by far than ever before, and
new fields are constantly sending out the
Macedonian call ; and yet these calls are be-
ing turned down and only a fraction of
what is needed is being done on the fields

already occupied. The reason of this state
of affairs is not a lack of resources, finan-
caal or intellectual; it is not because of the

opposition of Christ’s enemues ; it s
because of the deadly stupor of indifference.

The Master’s call in this hour is to en-
thusiastic endeavor in the field of missions.

LETTER FROM DOCTOR PALMBORG

Dear HoMme FriENDS -

It is my last day of grace before my let-
ter to the Recorper must go to Shanghas
to be mailed. and as it is nearly ten at mght,
this day is almost over. It is also the last
day of Oxctober and 1 have just come home
from a Hallowe'en party. What! In
China? Yes! even in hittle old Linho! 1
hear someone saying, “The idea of the
missionaries introducing such silly customs
amongst the Chinese!”™ Oh, well. with a
family of small boys such as our Doctor
Thomgate has. wouldn't it be rather cruel
to cut them off from the joy of making and
scemy Jack-o-lantemns, diving for apples.
and some of the more mnocent games so
popular on this date? [ was kindly invited
over to thesevening meal. in company with
the three voung nurses at the hospital.
They had. none of them. handled knives and
forks before. nor eaten foreign food; and
I am afraid thev may go hungry to bed, if
the very “full feeling™ they had after barely
tasting of the food has passed off! But
they were game for everything else, diving
for apples with the best of us. runmng
races carrying peanuts on a knife, guessing
games, and all the rest. Bnar almost dived
entirely into his big hasin, deluging himself
and the table, but he persevered till he got
the apple. It was so mellow he ate several
bites out of it before he could bring 1t to
the surface. We did not follow the good
old Hallowe'en custom of telling ghost
stories. They would have been taken as
truth, for nearly all Chinese are firm be-
hevers in ghosts!

Mrs. Tsu (my Bible woman) and Fttle
Glenna were also there to share the fun.
I was glad to have them enjoy an oppor-
tunity like this. for 1 know they get httle
enough fun out of grouchy old me, with
whom they live!

I was thinking today, it would be a real
pleasure sometimes to take leave of one's
care about others, whether they were good
or bad, and go off into some solitary spot
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and forget the world, just look after one’s
own, little affairs and let the rest of the
world go right or wrong just as it wanted
to. But I am afraid it is one of the things
that “can’t be did”—not by an old mis-
sionary at least.

I left my sewing girls in charge of an
older one of their number this afternoon
while T went to the hospital, as usual, to
give the nurses a little instruction in anat-
omy. Usually I am gone about forty-five
minutes. Today the nurses were busy so
I came right back. But the few minutes of
my absence had been long enough to permit
of almost a fight between two of the girls,
at least to the extent of throwing one of the
New Testaments, out of which they study,
back and forth at each other! On my un-
expected arrival I found it crumpled up on
the floor, which led to an investigation. It
also led to a talk about the sacredness of
the Book to me, about the respect with
which books should be handled anyway, and
a threat to instantly dismiss any girl who
again used the Bible in such a way.

One of the two girls has given me much
burden of heart anyway, for her home is an
opium den and her sister has an unsavory
reputation. I asked her to stay after the
others were dismissed and had a real heart
to heart talk with her about the opportunity
she had had here to learn things that would
lift her up to counteract the downward pull
at home. She readily acknowledged it and

said she was trying to keep herself clean. I
hope it is true.

The other day we were invited to at-
tend a gathering at the Methodist church to
form an anti-opium society, at which the
chief officials of the town were to be pres-
ent. I was not much surprised when, after
we (the Methodist minister and one or two
of his people, and five from our church)
had waited an hour, a message arrived from
the officials saying they would be detained
all afternoon at an important meeting and
would we not please arrange another date?
I am afraid they would manage in some
such polite way to postpone any meeting
that might be arranged for them. They
are all too much mixed up in the opium
business or smoke it themselves or have
relations who smoke it, to really put any
effort into stopping it, especially in con-
junction with Christians or ~ Christian

churches. Still they must be polite and say
“yes, yes,” but do nothing. And the few
church members who might be willing to
work in such a cause can surely do nothing
about restricting it by force. The only
thing we can do is to teach and preach
against it. The new government is making
many very strict sounding rules about the
prohibition of opium early next year ; even
officials who smoke it are to be punished.
But rules often “don’t mean anything in
China,” as a Chinese man once told me.

A real regret about the failure of that
meeting was that the class Mr. Davis has,
studying Bible and church history, had their
meeting in Liuho that day, and on account
of this meeting, had only about half the
usual time for theirs. This class seems to
be very worth while, being composed of our
two evangelists, three teachers in the Shang-
hai schools, one young man in husiness
who is taking a very earnest part in the
church work in Shanghai, Mr. Davis, Doc-
tor Thorngate, and our Mr. Dzau who went
to America this summer. Two of the
others are his father and brother, the lat-
ter being the young man in business. They
have reading assigned to them for the
month on which they report at the meeting.
and then Bible study with Mr. Davis as
leader. 1 am sure he feels that this class
is one of his most important tasks.

We are all busy. The hospital is full and
Mrs. Thorngate has a good deal to do to
help Doctor Thorngate about that, as well
as the care of the household and children.

Sincerely your missionary,

RosAa PALMBORG.
Livho, RKu, China,

October 31, 1928.

WHO SHOULD SUPPORT THE ONWARD
MOVEMENT?

[The following is the leading article in
the Nortonville, Kansas, Review, volume
one, number one. We gladly give it place
here and hope it may be given a careful
reading by all RECORDER friends.—T. L. G.]

In our giving toward the work of Christ
we have the opportunity to contribute to-
ward the local budget, thus helping to pay
the pastor’s salary and the cost of the up-
keep of the church. Then, through the On-
ward Movement, our denominational pro-
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gram. we may support the work of the king-
dom of God 1h a larger way, furthering the
work of missions, religious education, evan-
gelism, and all the activities in which we
unite with others and with our Lord.

Seventh Day Baptists have always been
supporters of missionary endeavor and the
other means of advancing the kingdom. It
would be difficult to find a people who are
at hcart more loyal to the work of the Lord
than the members of our churches. Enough
of our people have cauﬁ:t the wision of
world wide service and have responded to
the great commission of the Master that
our boards have been able to carry on a
noble work through the money furnished by
the people.  Yet, as a denomination, we
have never been able to ca what seems to
be our full share of the work of evangelism
of the world or enter the inviting fields and
the doors open to us because the money has
been lacking.  Moreover, it is safe to say
that about half of our people have been giv-
ing all the money that has been furnished.
What about the other half? If any consid-
crable number of our members are failing
to support the denominational program is
it any wonder we do not succeed in raising
our budget? The harvest truly is plen-
tcous but half of our all-too-few laborers
are lymmg down on the job. Besides it is
probable that of those who are supporting
the denominational work, a very small pro-
portion are furnishing the bulk of the
money. This ought not to be. No one
would expect a six cylinder gasoline motor
to perform very well if only half of its
cyvlinders were firing. How., then, can
Seventh Day Baptists really serve as we
ought and have our share in the kingdom

of God with only half of us on the job, so
to speak ?

Some of our members. both resident and
non-resident, have lacked interest in the
¢mward Movement, a few even professing
to disbelieve in it. In nearly every case
this lack of interest is due to being rela-
tively out of touch with the church and de-
nomination through irregular church attend-
ance or non-attendance or through unfa-
miliarity with the SABBATH RECORDER or
both. One who does not read in our paper
of the work of the denomination. or who
stays away from church where he could
hear through the pastor of this work, is not

apt to be in close touch with the things
which we, as a people, are en in for
the kingdom of God. As a nam:ﬁ result,
those who are out of touch do not give
much. if any, toward the work with wgch
they are unacquainted. for men do not in-
vest in things in which they are not inter-
ested. Where yout heart is, there will
your treasure be also.

ARE YOU ONB

of those who wishes to have all his giving
go toward the local work? Do you neglect
or decline to contribute to the Onward
Movement because you do not believe in it,
or are not interested in 1t? If so, you do
not understand what the money is used for.
or you do not appreciate how: the kingdom
of God is being advanced through such
means. You may be showing your ignor-
ance of this large service for our Lord.

You are interested in promoting the local
work. Yet if you do not support the de-
nomination. vou are failing to support your
own local church as vou should. 1t is like
a man trymng to be a loyal citizen by being
interested only in the welfare of his city
and refusing to take an interest in or sup-
port the national government. Such a at-
zen woula really be doing his aty an in-
jury instead of helping it. So the man
who refuses to contnibute to any work out-
side the local church budget is really doing
that church an injury by failing to support
it in the way it most needs his support.

I.ast year an article appeared in the Re-
CORDFR which pointed out that

EVERY CHURCH IS DIRECTLY BENEFITED

by the Onward Movement budgc\t; It 1s a
fact that needs to be brought home Yo every
member of our churches. Consider the de-

nommational budget and see how it is di-
vided and how it helps us.

More than forty per cent of the money
goes toward the work done by the Mission-
ary Society. Now there might seem to be
no possible benefit to the local church from
money sent to foreign fields, but there is.
The church that never does anything for
any people other than its own is just like
the man who refuses to share with others
or to help them. While the church that sends
out of its sons and its means for the fur-
therance of the kingdom of God, like the
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individual who gives, is thrice blessed in
this life and in the life to come will receive
an hundred fold. However, the maintain-
ing of our missionary efforts in China,
Holland, England, Jamaica, Trinidad, and
British Guiana is not all that the Mission-
ary Society does for us. Much of the money
is used for the home field, building up and
maintaining small and struggling churches
in America, assisting in local evangelistic
campaigns, the employing of our missionary
secretary, who helps the pastors in countless
ways, besides visiting the churches as he
is able. Now, after all, to support the Mis-
sionary Society is to support the local
church in a very vital way.

The next largest portion of the Onward
Movement money goes toward the service
done for us by the Tract Society. Last
year the Tract Board held the pastors’ con-
ferences, one of which your pastor attended
and was considerably benefited by it. His
expenses were paid out of the Onward
Movement money. The Tract Society con-
ducts the Teen-Age Conferences over the
denomination and the young people’s con-
ferences. The leaflets and tracts which our
church gets and distributes free are pro-
vided for us by the same board out of these
Onward Movement funds. More than this,
if it were not for the money obtained
through' our denominational budget, sub-
scribers could not have the SABBATH RE-
CORDER at $2.50 a year if, indeed, it would
be possible to publish that organ at all. The
present subscription price covers less than
half the cost of the paper (as there is al-
most no paid advertising carried) so that
the bulk of the expense of publishing our
denominational weekly must be paid from
the Tract Society’s share of the Onward
Movement money. Certainly all of these
things do directly

HELP THE LOCAL CHURCH

The Sabbath School Board is supported
by the unified budget also. In what way
does the Sabbath School Board help this
church? It furnishes us with the lesson
quarterlies for our Sabbath school. It em-
ploys Director Erlo E. Sutton, who visited
us this fall and performed very valuable
service to our school and church. This
board carries on the Vacation Religious
Day schools, such as the one we had last

summer under a supervisor sent out under
the board. Are not these things of value to
this church? 1Is it not aiding the local
church to help make these things possible
by contributing toward their cost through
the denominational budget ?

Some of the Onward Movement money
is used for scholarships and some goes to
the Education Society. This money i1s used
for the education of young men for the
ministry. Your pastor was recently a bene-
ficiary of these funds. The theological in-
struction at Alfred is provided by the Edu-
cation Society. The scholarship money is
extended to young men studying for the
ministry to assist them in defraying the
cost of years of preparation. It is per-
fectly plain that anything that helps to equip
the pastor for efficient service is of benefit
to the local church. Whenever the local
church can raise up, from its own member-
ship, all the pastors it needs and when it
can train them and provide for adequate
preparation in the university without aid
from the rest of the denomination, then it
will not need the help from the Onward
Movement through the money invested in
young men preparing for the ministry. As
it is, this church looks to the denomination
for its pastors, and hence we need the hene-
fit of the denomination for our support
financially. Are we not really failing to
support this church if we refuse to con-
tribute toward the denomination to whom
it must look for its pastors?

WHAT MORE CAN WE SAY ?

For space will fail us to tell of the ways
in which the Young People’s Board, the
Historical Society, the Woman'’s Board,
and the General Conference help us here
in this church, as they do all the churches.
But be sure that they do, and all depend
upon the Onward Movement.

The outside aids to the work of this
church arc of great value to us. We must
not allow ourselves to be deprived of their
help by failing to support them. You are
certainly giving the local work indispens-
able assistance when you contribute toward
the Onward Movement.

IF YOU WANT TO HELP THIS CHURCH
you should contribute toward the Onward
Movement. If you want to have a part in
advancing the kingdom of God through
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missionary and evangelistic work, religious
education and the other efforts carried on
through the denonmunational program. you
will count 1t a privilege to help through the
(nward Movement.

MODERNISM; WHAT?

B. 1. JEFFREY

DEAR EDITOR GARDINER:

In this theory. presented by the so-called
modernists, I think 1t is now high time that
those who advocate that theory should state
to us just what they mean by modern teach-
ing. by giving it to us. not on theory. but in
fact. parallel with Bible fact. so that we
may have somewhat on which to base an
understanding.

1 Darwimism, 2 Higher criticism, 3 Mod-
crmism, 4 ILiberalism.

I give this group of four. in time and
place, according to their birth. and so state
my gathering of their teaching accordingly.

Darwinism teaches, as a theory only. that
man sprang from the ape or from that sub-
stance found in water (usually stagnant
water) called animalculac.

The Bible teaches, as a fact. that God
created man in his own image out of the
dust of the ground.

Higher criticism tcaches that the days
of creation. as narrated in the first two
chapters of Genesis, are indefinite periods
of time.

The Bible teaches. Exodus 20: 11. “For
in six days the L.ord made heaven and earth,
the sea. and all that in them is.”

Modernism teaches that the Bible is not
an inspired wrting, and is interpreted by
man as containing errors.

The Bibel teaches that all scripture is
1ven by inspiration of God. and states that
“Thy word is truth.” (Not error.)

Liberalism goes a little further than mod-
ernism, in that it teaches that man has the
prerogative of making laws governing his
own conduct of life, and through that con-
duct secure unto himself, eternal salvation.
without the interference of any higher
power.

For three years I passed through that fact-
defying hell-deserving condition, and it is
only by and through that inerrant Word of
God that 1 have any hope of a future life.

And now. having passed three score and
sixteen years, it is indeed a grief to me to
note that some, perhaps older than myself,
are questioning themselves as to whether
they believe the Bible as a fact. or only an
erring history: and in their ignorance, 1
will not say “willfulness.” presume to
charge God with being “mooty.” For when
one says “‘the days of creation and other
mooted questions.” [ take it that he 'is
charging God with being "mooty,” for he
(GGod) in his own inspired Word says.
“For in six davs the l.ord made the heaven
and the earth.”

Now it appears to me that if those who
try to make themselves believe that a davy
1s not a day. will just as assiduously try to
“show themselves approved unto God. a
workman that need not be ashamed, nghtly
dividing the word of truth.” they will be
cnabled to reach a conclusion in inspiration.

When I was a skeptic, and read the Word
of God. only to scek a flaw. in my ignor-
ance of his truth, I set that ignorance dowr
as a flaw or error in inspiration. Ru' when
I came o “Study to show myseli approved
unto God.”” I found that there is no flaw in

truth.

I de<ire facts. not theonries, when dealing
with the Word of God.

In my reading and study of the Bible I
am not sccking ethical, saentific. or mod-
ermustic conclusions, but the will of God,
relative to my salvation or condemnation,
and my conclusion from this reading and
study 1s that the teaching of the Bible, to
those who have not been presumptuous, is
summed up in these two couplets—obedi-
ence and salvation, and disobedience and
condemnation—so I am satisfad with this.
that “The judgment of God is accarding to
truth, and he changeth not.”

FORGIVENESS

All wre like sheep have gone astray
Some time or day.

The grass ahcad shone greener—and
We had our way.

We floundered on. surprised to be
Footsore and lame.
Then hope grew dim—but ah, Thank God,
The Shepherd came!
—Barbara Koch Harbert.
Umion Cuty, Ind.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF LEADERSHIP

COMMISSIONER FRANK P. GRAVES

(State Department of Education, New York.
Doctor’s Oration, Alfred University, June, 1928)

Alfred University is now acquiring the
dignity of age. Its traditions go back nearly
a century and are rooted in the history of
our nation and state. There were less than
half as many stars in our flag when the first
efforts at an institution of higher education
were put forth at Alfred. For seven years
it was a small school, for twenty-one years
it served as an academy and seminary for
teachers, and some seventy years ago it
blossomed into a university. Since then it
has had a modest but most fruitful develop-
ment. Buildings have arisen and endow-
ments have been increased. The student
body has expanded and the courses have
been enriched. The Empire State has here
located two of its leading institutions—a
School of Agriculture and a College of
Clay-working and Ceramics. And the end
is not yet, for Alfred University has barely
begun its history of usefulness and prog-
ress.

But, despite these amazing changes and
improvements, the spirit of old Alfred re-
mains the same today as ever. It is even
more strongly devoted than ever to the pur-
pose of its founders—the development of
the young men and women for leadership
in America. Than this there can be no
more important objective. Society becomes
very largely what its leaders make it. The
importance of leaders to civilization can
scarcely be overestimated. Average indi-
viduals can for a little while conserve the
achievements of the race and keep the activ-
ities of everyday life in operation, but they
must ever look to their intellectual superiors
for new steps in progress, which alone can
keep the world from stagnation. Such
leaders have throughout history initiated
our inventions and discoveries, bridged our
rivers and tunneled our mountains, organ-

754 | THE SABBATH RECORDER

ized our industries, instituted social reform.
mitigated human suffering, sin, and ignor-
ance, produced our inspiring literature and
works of art, and written our greatest con-
stitutions. And we must realize that if at
any time our genius should altogether fail

to get into action, society would quickly shp
back into barbarism.

If leaders, then, are destined to play so
Important a part in social progress 1t is
essential that society should secure the max-
imum of benefit from as great a number
and variety of these guides as possible.
But should we because of our inter-
est in this university complacently as-
sume that the greatest number of
leaders can be produced through higher
education? Are not leaders, like ts,
“born and not made”? \Would we better
hold that they are created by circumstances
and training, rather than that they are
purely a gift of nature? Or, to state the
problem in its usual form. is capacity for
leadership to be accounted the product of
heredity or of environment. or of both?
This question has long been mooted by edu-
cational philosophers, and wide differences

of opinion have been expressed and vigor-
ously defended.

Perhaps, the classic controversy as to the
basis of leadership—certainly the one that
has attracted most attention during the past
half century—is that between the English
savant, Francis Galton, and our own fellow
countryman, Lester F. Ward. Both of
these thinkers were themselves intellectual
leaders and contributed largely to half a
dozen of the same natural and social
sciences. But Galton was primarily a biolo-
gist and stressed the development of the in-
dividual, while Ward was one of the earljer
expositors of modern sociology and leaned
toward a social point of view. Galton in-
vented the word “eugenics” to represent his
propaganda, and maintained that we might
rapidly produce a gifted race through select
and judicious mating. Ward, on the other
hand, held that a large part of ability is not
transmissible, but is acquired through op-
portunity, and that genius is only potential
and 1s to be promoted best by furnishing the
proper environment. In his judgment the
way to increase the efficiency of mankind is
not merely through eugenics, but by finding
and utilizing all the environmental influ.
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ences that have contributed most to the pro-
duction of efficient leaders.

As a whole, Ward seems to view the
question from a broader angle and to have
rather the better of the argument. Most of
us would certainly agree with his proposi-
tion that if we wish to increase the number
and efhciency of our leaders, we must ex-
tend to all classes the opportunity for train-
ing in every line. Up to date, at any rate,
the world has achieved very little through
heredity and cugenics by themsclves. There
has apparently been no marked physical or
mental  change in the race during the
twenty-five thogusand ycars more or less
since, in the course of evolution, the first
dolicephalic men began their activities. A
census of the characteristics of the average
run of mankind at the present tinw makes
us extremely skeptical concerning any note-
worthy advance in the nature of inherited
mtelhgence. (ne nceeds but examine the
records of a presidential campaign, the con-
troversy between the fundamentalists and
the modemists, or the wide-spread sale of
patent medicines, to sense how largely sup-
erstition, irrationalism, cmwtionalism, and
cave man rcactions endure and control.
Possibly no people have ever appeared in
modern times that could be considered the
equals (not to say superiors) of the Athen-
1an Greeks, who, two and a half millennia
ago, attained such a high general level and
produced so many intellectual giants.

We can not, of course, deny the immensc
progress that the race has achieved in civ-
ithzation since the days of Hellas. Through
co-operative and specalized effort we have
gained and transmitted a wide control over
both ourselves and the forces of nature.
This 1s witnessed by the extensive develop-
mems 1n science, art, industry, commerce,
agriculture, government, literature. and reli-
gion since the time of Pericles. But obvi-
ously these contributions have been handed
down through training, without leaving any
appreciable impression upon the germ cell
of humanity. And it would appcar to be
through progress of this sort that most de-
velopments in the future must anise. We
must all agree that, if we are to raise the
level of racial achievement, we shall have
to depend very largely upon suitable envir-
onment and education. The course of nat-

ural selection and evolution is altogether too

slow.

But, it may be objected. we have never
given the “eugenics” recommended by Gal-
ton a fair trral. This is unfortumately true.
Even here at the close of the first quarter
of the twentieth century, we do not begin
to give the attention to human mating that
we expend upon the saentific breeding of
lower amimals. Kittens and puppies born
under the hybrid conditions that we tolerate
without protest in human beings would be
promiptly consignced to the horse pond, and
any stock raiser who utiized tas best
blooded sires and dams to as little effect as
mudern socrely does its most worthy parent-
hood. would be a subject for the bankrupts’
court or the state hospital for the insane.
As yet wr arc doing little or nothing to pre-
vent the umon and perpetuation of tuber-
culars, sense defectives, epileptics, imbeciles,
and 1diots. Men of intelligence largely feel
constramed to evade the procreatton  of
thar kind, but not so the unintellectual and
the mmprudent.  The name of their off-
spring 1s legyon.  With the use of a2 tthe of
our 1nacreased knowledge and control, we
could. m the course of a few generatons,
vastly improve the race both physically and
meatally, and raise inestimably the general
level of mtclhgence and the possibilines of
leadershup.

But it 1s in this very process of volun-
tary control that the whole crux of the suit-
uation rests. It 1s the difaculty of rational-
1zing these deep-scated human instincts and
impulses that constitutes the greatest value
im Ward's amendment to the Galtonian
theory, Racial improvemem would
ceed at less than snail’s pace. if left enturely
to 1ts own devices. At present the indi-
vidual too often regards all socal control
as an intcriecrence and 2 menace. In the
po?ular creed. one man’s opimon is as pood
as another’s. and we still refuse to be guided
by the expert in the choice of 2 mate. Those
of us who have been nmaive enough in our
younger dayvs to undertake to advise another
—man or woman—ito select a different hie
companion irom the one contemplated have
found that, despite our good intentions, we
have succeeded only in making two perma-
nent enenmues. No, 1f we are to hope ior any
marked nse in either the physical or intel- |
lectual level oi the race, our laissez faire |
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procedure must be corrected and supple-
mented by the presentation and application
of the abundant knowledge on the subject
that we have inherited. Hence the only
corrective and effective means for over-
coming the obstacles to development of
leaders and to racial progress is to be found
in universal opportunities for education.

In connection with a discussion of the
importance of universal opportunities for
education, we trust that it is not altogether
fanciful to note that both Galton and Ward
are typical products of their respective
countries. It is but logical for the English-
man to hold that leadership is practically
altogether a matter of heredity. From his
‘boyhood he has absorbed the impression
that there exists a natural intellectual aris-
tocracy, which is in possession of most of
the racial genius and hands it on to its off-
spring. These beloved of the gods, he
holds, should properly receive the benefit of
the best education, but even when deprived
of .it, their talent can not be altogether hid-
den under a bushel. Genius, like murder,
will out. Of course, the selective theory
in English education has been greatly modi-
fied since the Great War, but it is quite con-
sistent with Galton’s traditions to hold it a
self-evident truth that genius is confined to

a small group and that all higher education
should be similarly limited.

On the other hand, we people of Amer-
ica, among whom Lester F - Ward was
reared, have come to incline toward a very
different attitude. It has gradually become
almost an educational axiom with us that
€very one should be permitted without let
or hindrance to obtain just as much educa-
tion as he is capable of consuming, without
regard to social position, and almost with-
out consideration of the cost. While our
theory has at many points broken down, we
have continued to maintain that the doors
of all educational institutions should swing
wide to every student of brains and indus-
try. For the sake of developing -as—much
genius and leadership as possible, no youth
of ability, we hold, should be prevented
from entering secondary school or college
through lack of financial support or the
inability te find there the subjects that his
type of genius requires.

It is unfortunate, however, that we
en to have accom-

panied our generous idea of universal edu-
cation with the absurd implication that all
children are born with equal ability and pos-
sibilities, and should be given exactly the
same training, as well as the same oppor-
tunities. It is evident that we have by no
means shown as much discernment as we
ought in determining the amount of educa-
tion that should be furnished in each case.
There is no more pathetic spectacle than the
futile efforts of certain young people to lift
the ponderous burden of a collegnate educa-
tion when they have reached the limit of the
intellectual strength with which they have
been endowed. Their lofty ambition and
dogged persistence are admirable and wor-
thy of commendation, but their efforts are
frightfully misapplied and uneconomical.
Shall we never learn that all Americans can
not do every thing and that there are some
occupations in life that are honorable and

of good report beside those which require
a college training ?

Thanks to the war, though, the land of
Ward, like that of Galton, has of late had
its educational complacency rudely shaken,
though by a shock of the opposite sort. We
Americans have at length come to have some
misgivings as to the wisdom of admitting to
college everyone who applies.  Such wvast
hordes have besieged our colleges as to make
the accommodation of them all a physical
impossibility, and we have been obliged to
pause long enough to ask ourselves who
should be allowed the privileges of higher
education. Hence we have of late heard
much about the necessity of hiniting college
admission to those who are able to get most
out of the training. President Hopkins of
Dartmouth is reputed to have first applied
the term an “aristocracy of brains” to the
chientele to which he would have his college
aspire, but there has come to be a general
assent to the proposition that only students
of reasonably strong intelligence should be
permitted to enter college. If what we de-
sire is the creation of leaders, we should not
handicap ourselves at the start by the recep-
tion of too much poor material.

Possibly this conclusion was hastened by
the ease and populanty of “intelligence test-
ing,” which has likewise gained its vogue as
a by-product of the war. At any rate,
psychological examinations have at numer-
Ous institutions recently come to be used in
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selecting the “aristocracy of brains.” Hap-
pily these tests have not generally been con-
sidered altogether infallible. A laudable
caution 1s being shown in their use, and we
arc no longer so enthusiastic as to hope to
cmploy them to the exclusion of all other
forms of selection. In fact, as yet we are
by no means certain as to just what consti-
tutes intelligence or whether we have taken
account of all ingredients that enter into the
complex, and until a satisfactory analysis is
made, any simplification is likely to be more
or less artiical. Experience shows that
moral qualities, such as industry, persever-
ance, loyalty, courage, and integnty, and
social abilities, like a sense of humor, tact,
sympathy, and affability, for which no ef-
fective tests have yet been devised, are fre-
quently of much more uence in deter-
miming leadership and success than is ab-
stract intelhgence.  Nevertheless, the at-
tempt to hinut higher education to those who
will make 1t of some real profit to them-
selves and society, may well be considered
a healthful tendency, if it is but broadly
construed. While intelligence tests are stll
in a rough and unrcfined stage, if they can
be made to take account of all factors and
can be used with proper caution, they may
cventually become of considerable value in
~clecting those who arc to be educated for
lcadership.

But. in sclecting the few to be trained for
lcadership, two of the moral qualities men-
tioned above, which have too often fallen
out of the academic perspective, would seem
to be a sine qua non, and should be W-
Iy stressed. These are the capacitics for in-
dustry and perseverance. Leadership can
never be attained by the indolent or weak-
willed, and trust funds, whether obtained
through endowment or appropriation irom
the state, must be devoted to the purpose for
which they were given, if the trustees are
not to be held guilty of malieasance. , As-
suredly, i1f we hold that the dull.
should properly find the scene of
ties outside of coll walls, b much
more should this be the case with the idle
or dissolute! The one is at least doing all
that he can to increase the talent entrusted
to him, but the other has carefully concealed
his in a napkin and laid it aside.

As a matter of fact, it would seem as i'f,
the creation of an “aristocracy of service

rather than an “an fo&thnins.".u:ut
demanded as the goal of higher training.
Even the most gifted youth has no natural
rnght to the advantages of a college educa-
tion, since the oanly justification for his re-
ceiving opportunities of which others have
been deprived is that of a2 larger return to
socicty. He could not well expect to re-
ceive this special attention as a reward for
an ahility for which he is not himself in
the least responsible. He should be taugit
that such a privilege has been given him in
order that his development may contribute
liberally toward social welfare. Indeed, the
more tughly endowed he 1s, the more sensi-
tive should he be made o this obhgation
If a lhuigher education is to be added to hus
natural gifts, it will proportonately Increase
his already great capacity for good or ill,
and 1f the possessar of both intelligence and
traming is to become sinctly selfish, pre-
datory. or cnminal. no more profound dis-
service to society could ensue. Pushed to
its logical extreme, such a pobcy will jead
to social suicide.

With our socal problems and needs,
then, as great as they are today, we must
sirive to sclect our leaders, men and wo-
men, wisely, and, in addibon, sce that they
are dchnitely tramed for the service of so-
aety and for leaderstup. There s sull a
wide range of superstibons and abuses o be
overcome, and 1t should be the funchon of
all who have known the pnvilege of train-
ing 1n Alired University to strugpie to ther
utmoast toward the upbulding of the adeal
society and state, and o comiribule contin-
ually toward the aboliton of ignorance,
poverty, discase, and crune These ob-
stacles to social welfare may well challenpe
the best efforts of the college man or wo-
man, and because thoase who have pone forth
from Alired University as leaders have se-
sclfish ends, as the objects of their con-
quest, the tramming has been understood to
be economucally and ethically well worth
while.

Some such view of the mission of Alired
University, though “seen throogh a glass
darkjy,"tz:ust have animated the founders.
Can you wonder that they were willing o
devote their energies and their hives to such
a project? Surely you, their successors and
benehicanes, with all your modern re-
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sources and increased opportunities, can not
prove recreant to the trust and unworthy of

these pioneers. “Freely ye have received;
freely give.”

A WARNING TO AMERICAN STUDENTS

The American University Union in Lon-
don sends to the institute a request for co-
operation in spreading a warning to Ameri-
can college students who entertain the idea
of going to the British Isles with insuffic-
ient funds to maintain themselves or to buy
a return passage, in the hope of securing
remunerative employment there. Of Jate
there has been a growing number of cases
of Americans destitute in England and de-
pendent upon the aid of the American Red
Cross, the American Relief Society, or the
American Consular: Service, whose re-
sources are inadequate to care for the num-
ber who apply for aid. The attention of the
adventurous student who hopes to find em-
ployment when he reaches Europe is called
to the fact of the general unemployment
situation prevalent throughout the British
Isles, and to the consequent strict practice
of employing none but British subjects. So
serious has become the situation of Ameri-
cans stranded in Europe that general warn-
ings have been issued through the Asso-
ciation of American Colleges, the National }
Association of State Universities, and the
Association of Land-Grant Colleges and
Universities.—Newws Bulletin of the Insti-
tute of International Education.

ON OUR SHELVES

In one of our churches we have 2 Tract
Society representative, whose duty it is to
order all literature from the publishing
house that the church needs. She takes
care of the ordering of tracts, books, and
so forth. She is appointed by the church.

I heard the other day of one church that
has adopted a plan which they call the
“Every member busy” plan. Haven’t you
noticed that churches sometimes overwork
some members and others have little or
nothing to do? Some people can not s
easily. Some are not musical. Some do
not have an executive ability that can be
used to advantage. Some do not have time
to do things that require time out of the

home. There are some who do not have

any of these qualities, and yet would like to
work.

Could these two ideas be combined?
Could you find such a person 1n your
church who would like to take the resporn-
sibility of selling and distributing our liter-
ature? To any one who wishes to make a
business of selling literature, and who will
make the most of any opportunities for
such sale, the Tract Society offers a com-
mission on sales of forty per cent.

Appoint a Tract Society representative
in your church, for your convenience, to
help some one to earn a little pin money,
but most of all to help put our literature
where it will do more good than it does
anyone lying here on our shelves.

BERNICE A. BREWER.
510 Watchung Avenue,
Plainfield, N. J.

SEE FOR YOURSELF

It i1s not too much to say that the scien-
tist is very far from being scientific in his
attitude toward religion if he refuses to fol-
low the advice which he would give to any
student in his own field—investigate for
yourself ; try the experiment and see. Nor
is that man maintaining a ‘‘scientific”’ atti-
tude who refuses to consider the unques-
tioned results which have followed religious
“experience.” To brush aside everything
pertaining to religion as unworthy of con-
sideration when there is an abundance of
indisputable evidence of transformed lives
as a result of the exercise of faith in God
is to assume the same prejudiced, unscien-
tific attitude which is said to have charac-
terized Galileo’s persecutors when they re-
fused to look through a telescope and see
for themselves what he declared to be a
fact. It is as possible—perhaps as common
—for the ‘“‘scientist” to shut his eyes to the
facts of religion as for the devout believer
to shut his eyes to the facts of science.
There is but one right attitude for both.
It is the truly scientific attitude—the atti-
tude which Jesus himself commended when
he told John’s disciples to go report the
facts to their leader in prison and {et him
draw his own conclusions—*“See for your-
self.”—Presbyterian Advance.
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S WORK

MRS RUBY COON BABCOCK
R F. D. §, BOX 165, BATTLE CREEE, MICH
Contributing Edivor

LEARNING FROM EXPERIENCE
Christinn Endeavor M’g’ %m&nj Dy,

DAILY READINGS
Sunday—Listen to others’ experiences (Prov. 4
20-27) ) ,
Monday—A bitter experience (Gen. 42: 3-21)
Tucsda)y——:\ lesson on boastuing (Matt 26: 26-35,
69-75)

. ’ t 2 7-9)
Wednesday—Experience proves this (Gal. 6
Thursday—Proverbs condensed expernence (Prov.

12: 8-11) ;
IFriday—A hard lesson (P‘l‘ul..4: 11-13) _
Sabbath Day—Topic: Lenmx§ from expernence
(Eccl. 1: 16-18; Ps. 37: 25)

TO THINK ABOUT

What are some of the things expernience
has taught you dunng this last year? ;

How may we profit by past experiences:

What society or church expeniences of
the past may be of value in the future?

INTERMEDIATE CORNER

REV. JOHN F. RANDOLPH

Intermediate Superintendent,
Milton Junction, Wis. -
Tople for Babbhath Day, December 29, 1825

DAILY READINGS

Sunday—Seclf-control (John 19: 8-12)
Monday—Work of peace (Isa. 11: 1-10)
Tuesday—QOur church’s record (1 Thess. 1: 1-10)
Wednesday—Missionary achievernent (Acts 14: 8-
18)
Thursday—Christian heroism (Acts 5: 24-32)
Friday —Generous giving (1 Cor. 9: 1-15) .
Sabbath Day—Topic: Achievements of 1928 ( Phil.
1: 15-21; Ps. 139: 1-9)

THINGS TO DO
Using the black-board in your mecting,
make a hst of the achievements of your
society during the year, as the members
suggest them.

“ACHIEVEMENTS OF 1928

ALBERT DAVIDSON
(President Nile sociely)
Nile i1s a small place compared with some
of the other communities, nevertheless it is

onec of the outstanding Seventh Day Bap-
tist churches of our assocation.

In connection with our church we have
the “Daily Vacatton Bible School,” which
1s held for three weeks during the month
of July. The Chnstian endeavarers have
held their mectings every Friday evening
throughout the summer. The socety takes
the Christian Endecovor Morld and each
member 1s given a turn to lead.

Durning the summer the endeavorers have
had sex::;-al partics. last weck they had 2
Hallowe'en masquerade socal in the tase-
ment of the church to help pay for the clec-
tric hights which have just been installed.

Once this t summer Mr. Warren was
called away, I:)S the endeavorers duphcated
onc of their meetings for mormng worship.
After dinner we journeyved to Sco, a small
place where Mr. Warren goes to preach
after the moming worship at 3\1_1:. and gave
the same for their church semvices.

Several new members have been received
mto the society. The average attendance
at our mechngs 1s about twelve. So.'tnay
I say. “Great work 1s being done. let’s all
work together and make next year a more
profitable one than the last.

TACHIEVEMENTS ofF [928”
HARRIETT DEPEW
It 1s well for the Chnstian Fndeavor so-
ciety to look back over the vear’s work, as
* Achicvements™ mean the reaching of goals
we st out to mect.

The Nile Intermediate Chnstan En-
deavor socicty has met regularly. There
has been a leader furmished for each meet-
img and he has never been urxpreparui
Topics have been used | rom the Chns:?au
Endcavor World. These give us something
to think about duning the weck. Members
and wisitors have enjoyed the mectings.

Numerous socals have been held dunng
the year. Some of them were: e cream,
warm sugar, hare and hound chase, com
roast, and Hallowe'en masqguerade. The
hare and hound chase was very much en-
joyed.

r's work has been a very pleasant
onzbgtﬂtal hope the work m 1929 will be
much more successful
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INTERMEDIATES, GET ACQUAINTED

Miss G eraldine Thorngate,
149 Chureh St., Georgetown,
British Guiana, S. A.

DEAR GERALDINE :

I was appointed by our society to write
a letter to the “Get Acquainted” “columin.

A few weeks ago, in the column, 1 saw

your name in the list as one to write to. [
thought this a i()od Opportunity through the
column to thank you for the interesting let-
ter you wrote me a while ago,
) e have sixteen members in our society.
Our pastor, Mr. Simpson, is superintendent,
Betty Crandall, president. We meet each
week after the Sabbath day, at half past
Six, at the parsonage. Affer the meeting
we usually have a social hour which we en-
Joy. Last week we had a work period.

Two weeks.ago at church, the morning
Service was given over to the young people,
and two of the intermediates gave speeches,
one on “Lewis Camp and Teen-Age Con-
ferences,” and the other on “Intermediate
Christian Endeavor Work.”

We have had the Onward Movement
drive for our church and two of the inter-
mediates helped canvass a few families.

I like the “Get Acquainted” column. T
have read all the letters so far and am keep-
ing a list of the names. Are you? We
hope to see a letter in the column from you
sometime, as, perhaps you remember, nearly
all the girls in our society have written let-
ters to you.

Yours in Intermediate work,

ALEXZINE PERRIN.
Ashaway, R. I.

CHRISTIAN FRIENDLINESS

ALICE ANNETTE LARKIN
(Written for the Sabbath morning service of the
First Hopkinton Church November 17, 1928, and
read by Dr. Anne L. Waite)

Winter came early that year. Hardly
had the strong winds of late November
blown the rustling piles of dead leaves here
and there across the lawns and gardens,
and the drifting smoke from the autumn
woods’ fires cleared away, before the coun-
try found itself in the grip of an unexpected
spell of cold weather.

In the little town of Cedarville, on the

third evening of this cold spell, people pass-
ing up and down the quiet streets drew their
coat collars close around their faces and
walked briskly as though anxious to reach
a warm, sheltered place where they might
forget the season of ice and snow. OthHer
people, not willing to be intimidated by old
King f?rost, turned in the direction of Pen-
tasket Pond, on the eastern shore of which
a bonfire burned red. In the light of this
hgures could be seen moving rapidly to and
fro. The skating season had opened.

At the door of the little white church, a
quarter of a mile away, a group of young
people stood looking off toward the pond.
In spite of the biting cold, it was a beauti-
ful evening with a full moon shining down
upon the white pines and spruce trees that
grew on three sides of the building, and the
green branches reminded one of dozens of
small Christmas trees waiting to be trimmed.
For a moment one might have thought that
for the purpose of decorating some of these
trees, the young people had gathered to-
gether, as their arms were filled to over-
flowing with bundles and boxes of many
sizes and shapes—but not so.

“I’'m afraid if the packing of the semi-
annual missionary box depended upon the
number of people interested, the Crandall
family would be disappointed,” a member
of the group presently remarked. “We are
seven when we ought to be seventeen, at
least. I almost wish we'd decided to have
the shower first.”

There was no reply, for the door had been
opened from the inside and Uncle Eben
Judson, the elderly janitor, stood back to

allow the young people to pass. “I'm go-
ing to leave the church for you to lock up,”
he said to the last one to enter the little
white building. “My rheumatism seems to
be gettin’ the best of me tonight and I don’t
feel as if I could stay another minute. I
reckon you’ll find the room plenty warm
and the bundles that have been sent 1n are
all handy by. Good luck to you and the
missionaries.””

“Thanks. We’ll attend to everything,”
Edna Weston replied as she turned toward
the stairs which the other members of the
group were already climbing.

It was a pleasant room the young people
entered, and so warm and cozy one could
almost forget the coldness of the winter
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world ocutside. On the table in the center
of the room someone had placed a great
bouquet of scarlet camations, and their
dehghtful fragrance filled the air.

“Oh, what beautiful flowers!” one of the
girls exclaimed as she stopped beside them.
“Who brought them and are they intended
for the shower or the missionary box? For
the shower, of course, but I wish we could
send them to Rosalie Crandall. Wouldn't
her eyes shine! Did you say you had a
letter from her, Beth? 1 know she must
be wondenng where the box is. It's fear-
fully late.”

The girl addressed laid the bundles she
had brought in a chair, then removed her
heavy coat and took from one of its pockets
a blue envelope.

“Perhaps we’'d better read this first,” she
announced. “Dick brought it from the post
office just as I came down the steps so thcre
wasn't a minute to examine it, but it isn’t
Rosalie’s writing. Oh, here are Pastor and
Mrs. Anderson; I didn't want to start rgad-
ing until they came. Now I'll begin nght
away. The writing 1s strange—but listen:
Dear FrIENDS OoF THE CRANDALLS:

I expect you'll be awfully surprised.t_o get a
Ictter from me, but I just can’t help writing. I'm
Isabelle Crandall, the second girl in the Lttle
brown house in Rosedale, you know, and my
father and mother have been home missionarics
in the south for twenty-three years. Last year we
came to a ncw place. Rosalie is my sister, the
dcarest sister in the world It's about Rosalic
I'm going to write mostly as you've heard about
the rest of us, I think—Ted and Marjorie Annc
and Billy and the twins—and you’'ve sent us lots
of things. We've been thankful for them all. 1
cxpect Rosalic has told you she's trying to take
mother’s place while she’s getting well after be-
ing sick a long time. She says it's hard to be
walking around in mother's shoes—not her real
shoes—when your head and your heart aren't half
big enough to fill her place. Sometimes she gets
sodiscouragedshtjusthastogooﬁ'zndcxj‘n
out because she can’t do all the things for every-
body she wants to. But please don't ever, ever
tell Rosalie what I'm saying. She doesn’'t dream
I'm writi to you.

chtertigy sh:’ felt specially bad becaunse it was
mother’s birthday and she couldn't give her the
lovely presents she had planned, and when the
mail came there were just two cards and not a
word on them to tell who sent them. But that's
not what I'm writing for. I wanted to tell you
what Rosalie is doing. You know, the boys and
girls down here and the grown up people, too,
love to sing, and somectimes they will walk miles
just to learn a new piece. Well—Rosalie has been
having them come to the little brown house once
every week—the church is too cold and it's got to

“Good for you, Ted™ And Rosakie saad, “It's
the kind of friendliness that makes folks do lovely,
belpful things like the Cedarville young people are
doingforusharintheliuiebrowah)use. Why,
thmdmrstmisashiningcnn:plcofiL" And
mthersaid,“lt'shavhzgzntmwhcan
and living as a friend of Christ should live™ Bwm
this is a dreadfully long letter. [ didn't mean to
WTite so many things Please don't tell Rosalie
I've written. Thank you for everything and that
means the books.
Your hittle friend,

IsasEr1 v

For a moment there was silence in the
httle room. Then someone exclaimed, “Oh,
but we didn’t send the stove or the money,
did we? 1 wasn't here at the last mect-
mng.

g"I have sent no monev to Rosedale this
year.” the treasurer replied. “In fact no
one has suggested sending any. What can

~rs

1t mean?

There was no explanation then, but the
words of the letter were sinki deep in the
hearts of all who had heard it Brave Raos-
alie Crandall was giving up her own plans
and trying to fill her mother’s place and
niake a cozy room out of an old ell. while
they who had so much had been dissatisfied
with the pleasant room in which they were
meeting, and had a shower to
make it more beautiful. Wouldn't it be
better to put every lovely gift in the mis-
sionary box and have the shower later?
They knew without opening them what
most of the bundles that had been sent for
the box would contain—worm but neat
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clothing and discarded books and toys.
Couldn’t they do more than that for the
family in the little brown house so far
away ?

Christian friendliness—‘“putting yourself
in the other fellow's place”—wasn’t Ted
right? Suddenly Edna Weston thought of
the elderly janitor who had met them at the
door. Almost crippled with rheumatism,
yet trying to.do his work well, he had de-
served a word of sympathy, but neither she
nor anyone else had given him even a

- friendly good evening or good night. What

would she have thought had she been in his
place?

To the boy in the big chair near the reg-
ister came thoughts of a former school
friend who had been ill for months, and not
once had he stopped on his way down town
to inquire after him. How would he have
felt had he been in Jack's place?

Oh, there were so many things that sud-
denly flashed into remembrance! There
was the bit of unkind gossip that had been
thoughtlessly told one morning, and it had
grown and grown as a snowball grows when
rolled over and over until it becomes im-
mense. There was the business that might
have been put in a friend's way when it
would have been so little trouble and would
have meant so much.

To another member of the little group
came thoughts of the friend who had been
a patient in a distant hospital and to whom
she had meant to send letters to brighten
the long, dreary days. The letters were not
needed there now, for the friend’s life had
gone out like a candle.

Suddenly, into several minds came the
same thought—why not, trusting in the
Lord Jesus Christ for strength, pledge
themselves to strive to practice Christian
friendliness during the next four months—
to put themselves in the other person’s place
and ask, “What would I do in his or
her circumstances?” to practice Christian
friendliness in every act of their lives, in
business or in pleasure, that the lives that

‘touched theirs might be better for the con-

tact, and in the little white church there
might be an ingathering of souls.

It was the president of the society who
put the thoughts into words, and a few
minutes later all heads were bowed while
the pastor prayed that they might have un-

‘derstanding hearts "that 'love and sympathy

and cheer might go out from their lives to
help others.

Soon the work of packing the missionary
box was begun, and those who had under-
taken it as a duty that must be done by
some one found it a blessed privilege, as
one after another of the attractive gifts they
had brought were placed inside. More
would be added later when the young peo-
ple who were coming to the shower could
be informed of the new plan—and the sing-
ing books must not be forgotten.

Presently someone spied a package with
a letter attached and addressed to the Chris-
tian Endeavor society—in care of Mr. Eben
Judson, who had written in heavy letters
across the face of it—iIMPORTANT.

It took but a brief time to read the letter,
which proved to be from Rosalie Crandall
expressing her gratitude for all the young
people had done for her and saying that she
was sending a little gift for the shower.
Since starting the letter she had learned
that Uncle Eben Judson and his sister had
planned the delightful surprise for the lit-
tle brown house because they had heard the
Cedarville Christian endeavorers talk so
much about it, so everybody had had a
share in making them all happy.

Carefully the wrappings were removed
from the gift and as the last piece of paper
fell to the floor a beautiful dark red velvet
motto was revealed. The white raised let-

ters of the little poem could be seen across
the room.
MY PRAYER
Give me observant eyes, dear Lord,
To see another’s need,
Give to my hands a gentle touch
On other hands that bleed.
Quicken miy ears to suffering’s call:
In service grant me some part;
Teach me to speak the kindly word:
Oh, give me a friendly heart.

After a moment of silence, someone said.
“It is we who should be grateful to the oc-
cupants of the little brown house. They
have the understanding hearts.”

Came Spring. Everywhere were singing
birds and tiny green plants showing above
the brown earth that had been snow-covered
for so long. The world was glorious in its
new beauty and the air sweet with the frag-

rance of early flowers. On every hand was
new life. And there was new life in the
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little white church among the trees, for it
had come in such close touch with the peo-
ple within its reach that it had become the
friendly church—the church with the un-
derstanding heart.

Ashaway, R. 1.

KEEPING CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS
MESSAGE FROM FEDERAL COUNCIL

If one were to form his judgment on the
hasis of the Chnistmas cards that have been
current 1n recent years, he might easily con-
clude that Chnistmas no longer has anything
to do with Christ. Yule logs. holly, mis-
tlictoe, snowy landscapes, stagecocaches, tav-
crns, banal verses—these and many other
trivialities, to say nothing of flippant jokes
about drinking parties and prohibition—we
have all seen overloading the shelves of
stores and shops. Conspicuous only by their
rarity have been the greeting cards that call
to mind him whose natal day Chnistmas is
meant to celebrate or that suggest anything

of his 1nexhaustible meaning for human
hfe.

When a representative of the Federal
Council of Churches, a few months ago, in-
terviewed ofhcials of the Greeting Card
Association on this subject, he was in-
formed by them that the manufacturers
“give the public what 1t wants.” They
added that during the present season not a
few numbers will be offered which bear a
distinctively religious message or are in
~some way related to the deeper meaning of
Christrmas. “We shall be interested to ob-
serve.” the spokesman for the manufactur-
ers said, “whether there really is any con-
siderable body of peopte who will call for
this kind of card: we are willing to be
shown.”

The National Board of the Young Wo-
men’s Christian Association has rendered a
helpful service in this field for several years
by issuing a series of most attractive cards
in the form of reproductions of famous
masterpieces of art dealing with the Christ-
mas story.

Probably almost everyone who reads
these lines will be purchasing Christmas
cards in the next few days. Why not make
a special point of asking your dealer for
cards that carry the true significance of
Christmas time? If Christian people in all
parts of the country would insist on this,

we mmght rdsonahly expect to see next
year a great improvement in the quality of
cards offered for our patronage.

‘SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFER

We are offering three different combina-
tions of our literature at reduced prices
until December fifteenth. Each combination
includes the Weekly Mottoes, by Rev. A.
J. C. Bond. a motto for every week in the
year; the Denominational Calendar, which,
this year, shows views of Milton College
and vicanity, and gives denominational in-
formation and data that every Seventh Day
Baptist home will want; and a book written
by one of our Seventh Day Baptist men.
The combinations are:

I

“Bible Studies on the Sabbath Ques-
tion,” Main

.................... $1.00
Weckly Mottoes, Bond .. ... ... ... . S50
Denomimational Calendar ... ... . 25
. . . $175
Specal prce, §1.00.
11
“Sermans to Boys and Girls,” Bond..$1.00
Weekly Mottoes, Bond . ... .. ... .. S0
Denominational Calendar ... .. ... 25
$178
Special_ price, $1.00.
111
“letters to the Smiths,” Rood. ... .. $ .50
Weekly Mottoes. Bond ... ... ... . 50
Denominational Calendar ... . . 25
$1.25

Special price, $1.00.

Just order the combination by number if
it 1s more convenient.

BerNicE A. Brewer.
510 Watchung Avemuc,

Plasnficld, N. J.

Past experiences are doubtful food for
Chnstians. A  present coming to Chnist

alone can give joy and comfort.—C. H.
Spurgeon,
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CHILDREN’S PAGE

MRS. WALTER 'L. GREENE, ANDOVER, N. Y.,
Contributing Editor

OUR LETTER EXCHANGE

DEeEAR MRs. GREENE::

I read in the SABBATH RECORDER that
you were short of letters from the chil-
dren, so I thought I would write.

I am in the sixth grade, and my teach-
er’s name is Mrs. Blackford. She has
forty pupils. We have fifteen words to
spell each day. Through November I have
missed two words, and in history I have had
one hundred every day, except four days.

I enjoy school and try to get good marks
every day so that I will pass and be ready
for the seventh grade next year.

I have lots of errands to do for folks.
I like to run errands.

Yours truly,
KeENNETH RANDOLPH.

DeAarR KENNETH :

I am glad you noticed T was short on
letters, and so wrote me such a nice letter.
I think you are doing splendidly in your
school work, and I am sure you will be
ready for seventh grade next year. That
1s right; always do your best, and the best
will come back to you. I am glad, too, "that
you like to run errands. People are always
glad to have that kind of boys and girls
around. I hope to hear from you again
soon.

Sincerely your friend,
Mizran S. GREENE.

DEAR MRs. GREENE::

I was home all last week with the
measles, and as this is Thanksgiving week
there will be only three days of school this
week. That will make eight school days
that I will miss, and be home sixteen days.

This makes my third year in school and
I had not been absent or tardy until the
old measles got me down. I am well now.

Yesterday, mother and I read a story ;
then I told it to her, and she asked me if I

would not write it for the Children’s Page,
sO here it is,

I was nine October fifteenth. I am in the
third grade.

A lover of the Children’s Page,
STANTON KENT TILLMAN.

Weston, W. a.,,
November 27, 1928.

P. S.—I have no good Thanksgiving story
to send.

S. K. T.
“DIEGO”’

Diego was an Italian boy, the son of
Christopher Columbus. He wanted to go
with his father when he sailed from Spain
to find India by sailing west, and to prove
that the world is round.

His father told him that he was too
young to go, so he worked for the king
while his father was gone. He was called
“a page.”

There were other little pages, too, who
waited on the king and queen. All these
other pages teased Diego and called his
father “The Mad Sailor.” They quarreled
and disputed. The others would say that
the world was flat, and Diego would say
that the world was round.

One of the pages even told him that the
earth was flat and rested on a big turtle’s
back.

At last his father came back, and had six
Indians and other things to prove that he
had found a new country. Diego was so
glad to see his father, and was proud of
him.

STANTON KENT TILLMAN.

DEAR STANTON:

The measles were certainly not very con-
siderate to spoil your attendance record,
but then, such things are not apt to come
at convenient times. I remember my big
boy came down with them the very night he
was to play a basket ball game.” He was
sure his team could not get along without
him, but they had to.

I like your story very much. It is the
next thing to a Thanksgiving story, I think,
for have we not cause to be thankful for
the courage and faithfulness of Colum-
bus? I am glad that you have shown your
love for the Children’s Page by helping to
fill it; that counts most of all.

Your sincere friend,
MizpaH S. GREENE,
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OUR PULPIT

WEEKLY SERMON TO BE USED BY PASTORLESS
CHURCHES AND LONE SABBATH KEEPERS

CHRISTIAN CONVERSATION

REV. M. G. STILLMAN
(Retired nrinister, Milton. Wis.)

SERMON FOR SABBATH, DECEMBER 22
Text—Psalm 50: 23.

fmmtchﬁicwouldbethesamepmcﬁcﬂm
whoever would choose to pat them mto fresh
print. What more space | mught occupy is left

for others. W best
ith o
M. G. Sullman))

“To him that ordereth his conversation
anght will I show the salvation of the Lord
Gm-"

In good harmony with this statement in
the text are the words of the Master where
he said, “Herein is my Father glonfied that
ye bring forth much fruit, so shall you be
my disciples.” Herein is the pracbcal ewvi-
dence of the new life in us, for we recall
the Master’s word again, “By their fruits ye

ORDER OF SERVICE
HywmN
[.orRD'S PRAVER

REsPoNsIvVE REApING Psalm 119: 1-16

Hywsm~N

SCRIPTURE LLEssoN—Psalm 50 - 14-23
PRAYER

OFFERING

HymN

SERMON

HyumN

CLOSING PPRAYER

(From a lctter accompanying the scrmon :

I have set down a few passages and thoughts
which scem to me to touch our grcatest peords.
They are not as attractive to the cormumon  sund
as many other choices of thought might be. |
submit them for what little usc thcy may scrve
in print.

Concerning the length of my scrmon, I would
not think my few readers would want it zny
longer. Omly a few will read it at all and the
cffect it may have for any good will depend upon
the quality of its thoughts much more than quan-
tity of words. If I were Cadman or Polhing or
some such prominent man 1 would probably pre-
sent more words and get them read But I con-
sole myself with the thought that these thoughts

shall know them.” The weakness of our
faith and works in this fast age must be the
reason that conversions are so few. Of
course you will agree that we need much
more spiritual energy and enthusiasm in
church hife to reach the unsaved and bnng
them to the glonous life of Christ.

You will also agree that the most worthy
purpasc of a2 sermon must be to bring the
salvation of God to the unsaved. There are
generally in any audience some that really
belong to that class of souls, the unsaved.
Those members that are only living at the
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“poor dying rate,” as the old hymn reads,
may properly be included in the class need-
ing the saving power of the gospel. So it
comes that there is nothing so much needed
as the plain, direct preaching of the gospel
with energy, grace, and enthusiasm. Of
course the best choice of thought is always
needed, and also the best manner of enthu-
siasm, that is, the kind that wins for Christ.
Such is the aim of preaching, to urge sal-
vation.

While we are to give God all glory for
salvation, we find that in most cases he uses
the human mind which he endowed with
the attributes or inherent qualities of reas-
oning, emotion, and will power, that we
might by our personal choices and activities
under his all-wise providences win our way
to the condition of saints in heaven to reign
with Christ in glory. It seems a very easy
course for us to underrate very greatly the
high calling of the gospel and the high
honor of serving the cause of Christ and the
Church.

Now it seems entirely possible, and rather
likely, that this message will not accomplish
this high aim in sermonizing, because the
unsaved people I think very rarely look for
these thoughts in print. I think it is quite
right to put down these thoughts in print.
A few may read and approve, but it very
generally takes the personal energy and gift
from the platform to win souls to step out
on the promises of God.

And yet, here is a text and some others
bearing on the same thought quite practical
to the believer, because our thoughts wan-
der so quickly to the worldly ways of life
to the neglect of the gospel.

For myself, T am quite sure that 1 need
the admonition of the texts that T may he
more thoughtful about my conversation that
men may not class me with the unsaved.
My example ‘should be positively for Christ.
We may talk about living it as though we
would imply something good for ourselves,
but the great cause demands plain, practical
expression. The apostle Paul told Timo-
thy to be an example in conversation and
purity. I see by our college paper that a
purity club has been started among the stu-
dents. That may be a very good kind of
club, but it is my opinion that it takes some-
thing more than a club to get Christian
purity of word and deed. It calls for the
grace of God in practice.

Again, the Scripture says, “Let your con-
versation be without covetousness.” Yes,
of course, for the command says, “Thou
shalt not covet.” When our hearts are
purified by the power of God in salvation,
the unlawful desires are taken away. We
do a great deal of chattering just for the
love of it, quite thoughtless of the oppor-
tunities for thought that we might make
for the cause of saving men and advancing
the church. We do too much feeding on
husks and wind and let our souls famish
for the lack of taking the bread of heaven
to give the necessary energy.

These thoughts kick back at me because I
know my failings. “Confession is good for
the soul.” It does a man good to own up
when he knows that he is wrong. “If we
would judge ourselves we would not be
judged.” That must mean, if we really
condemn in ourselves the wrongs, we are

the more likely to escape the critical con-
demnation of others.

Again, let us hark back to the Scriptures.
“Who is a wise man * * * among you, let
him show out of a good conversation his
works with meekness of wisdom.”

Here is one of the rich bundles of

thoughts. The wise man contemplated in

this passage may mean the learned man,
but we know that the better conception of
the wise man is partly independent of learn-
ing. A wise man will learn when he has
the opportunity, but he proves his wisdom
by his choices in common things, and es-
pecially when he chooses the way of truth
and righteousness for the cause of Christ.
Here 1s the highest expression of the wise

mind. The passage says. “let him show"
by a good conversation. Yes, there can be
no salvation that will not show. Queer

thought that we have to show. Quite nat-
ural, for about everybody, young or old,
has some desire to show in some way. Our
best show is the living, working interest in
the salvation that Christ brought into this
world from the heavenly Father. It will
not hide under a bushel. It is not that we
intend anything just for show. No, the
new life born from above just works out
before men with the highest satisfaction
of mind. It is never ashamed of the gospel.
It delights in God’s divine message. It
looks properly for opportunities. It finds
and makes them for the saving of souls. It
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is a very happy moment when there is plain
cvidence of a new convert to this life in
Christ. To just grow a soul into the king-
dom by a formal process seems not to be
the common way. There is a time and place
for personal expression and conversion.
Chnst said to Peter, “When thou art con-
verted strengthen thy brethren.” Peter and
the others had fled in fear and ignorance in
the garden. But they were to come to light
and understanding by the power of the res-
urrection and the enduement from heaven
so that they could show to the world the
meaning of salvation in Christ. It is a very
glorious condition of life. Preaching is
cver urging to accept the promises of God.
It may not be any new expression of truth,
only with new joy and spiritual cnergy, with
strong faith and enthusiasm.

et us call again to the words of Paul.
He was well schooled and evidently had the
quality of mind to take good polish. \We
can not pohsh a lump of mud. PPaul was
both learned and converted. Such a man
can usually find plenty of words with which
to clothe his thoughts when he has occa-
ston. He was certainly rich in conversa-
tton. Take this verse from 2 Corinthians
1: 12, “For our rejoicing is this, the testi-
mony of our conscience, that in simplicity
and godly sincerity. not with fleshly wis-
dom, but by the grace of God, we have had
our conversation in the world, and more
abundantly to you-ward.”

How much greater satisfaction comes to
us when we have been truly a witness for
the work of our lL.ord in his hcavenly call-
ing. What a joy in the fact of our taking
an active part in witnessing for Christ and
the Church. Just a few of us went to the
prayer meecting last night. We had our
usual opportumity. We could get the bless-
ing by a witnessing, but we were nearly un-
der the bushel so far as ocur hight for others
was concerned. And yet, there was a
father there who has children in the Sab-
hath school, and I had never seen this father
in the prayer meeting. Here was our spec-
1al opportunity for the spiritual conversa-
tion for Chnist and the Church. Pastors
are much cast down by the lack of true
devotion in prayer and testmony, and the
lack of family altars in the homes. Thesc
are very necessary to give our conversation
the spiritual energy so much needed in ad-
vancang this great cause of saving souls.

The apostie tells in one place of his de-
sire for a conscience void of offense. So
far as we yet know, the most sagacious
horse or dog has no conscience. He knows
no right or wrong in principle, but he has
fears by his memory of ience. We
have the higher endowment. We know how
to profit by the experience of other souls.
Without this we would not be led into the
kingdom of God. Our call first comes from
the tesumony of others. How important
then that our testimony should have the
right tone of spiritual richness to save. We
go very far for entertainment when we
could find the highest entertainment in the
cause of the gospel.  l.et us think to remind
somebody of the church this week and the
demand for saving men for Chnst.

May the lord give us a greater measure
of spintual energy.

A TRIBUTE

(m Okctober 19, we were shocked and
saddened by the passing of our dear sister,
Mrs. Enunly D, Brown. She was the oldest
mcmber of our Women's enevolent So-
ciety. Her long hife. so full of good works,
1s a worthy example to us all. We shall
mss the work of her wilhing hands, her
wise counsels and adwvice in all matters per-
tanung to our church and ladies’ soceaty.
her cheery word and pleasant smile.

But we bow in subnussion to God's wil
knowing that our loss is her cternal gaimn
and happiness. We extend our most sin-
ccre sympathy to the. bereaved daughters,
and arc renunded of the poem:

“Life. we've borm long together,

Through pleasant and cloudy weather.

“Trs hard to part. when {rends are dexr
Perhaps “twill cause a sigh. 2 tear:

Then steal away, give littde warmung,
Choose thine own time. say not “Good might”,

But in somc bnghter clime tid me ‘Good
mormung "

Hatrie T. Gessexg,
Seccretary Women's Benerolend Society,
l.conardstnile. N. ) .

Must there not be hight where there is
shadow? Can you get a shadow without
hght?  All that death can do to a true be-
hever 1s to throw a shadow across his path.
Shadows never hurt e. There 1s
nothing to fear.—J). L. Moody.
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DEATHS

Davis.—Brazilla A., son of Caleb and Keziah
Ayars Davis, was born in Shiloh, N. J., No-
vember 12, 1852.

On March 15, 1878, he was united in marriage
to Maggie Ayars. To them were born seven chil-
dren. There survive him one daughter, Mrs.
Matilda Buxon, and -a son, Clarence. In early
life Mr. Davis was baptized and united with the
Shiloh Seventh Day Baptist Church.

During a tedious illness Mr. Davis was cared
for in the home of his daughter. He passed
away October 5, 1928. Farewell services were
held in the Shiloh church. Pastor Loofboro was
assisted by Pastor Cottrell of Marlboro.

E. F. L.

Sabbath School Lesson XII—Dec. 22, 1928

Paur’s Last MEessAGe. 2 Timothy 4: 1-18

Golden Text: “I have fought the good fight, I
have finished the course, I have kept the faith.”
2 Timothy 4: 7.

DAILY READINGS
December 16—Paul’s Faithful Ministry. Acts 20:

18-27.

December 17—Final Charge to Timothy. 2 Tim-
othy 4: 1-5.

December 18—Facing Martyrdom. 2 Timothy 4:
6-18.

December 19—Willingness to Depart. 2 Corinth-
ians 5: 1-10.

December 20—The Resurrection. 1 Corinthians
15: 50-57.

December 21-——The Heavenly Home. John 14: 1-
11.

December 22—Praise to Jehovah. Psalm 98: 1-9.
(For Lesson Notes, see Helping Hand)

A Complete and Systematic Study of the Sabbath

THE SABBATH IN DIVINE REVELATION
AND HUMAN HISTORY
BY
Geo. A. and Mabel D. Main

Reviewed and Edited by Reverends Davis,
Osborn and St. Clair.
Now Being Distributed
Your Choice of Colors
Cloth Covers in Black or Purple

Paper Covers in Buff, Gray, or Red
Cloth, $1.00; paper, 50c

SABBATH PROMOTION LEAGUE

Secretary’s Ofhice
110 Baker Street, Daytona Beach, Fla.,, U. S. A.

Colporteurs given exclusive rights. Corres-
pendence invited.

“People refuse to follow a church creed
that places a civil padlock upon the con-
science of the individual.”

THE SABBATH RECORDER
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Theodore L. Gardiner, D. D,, Editor
L. H. North, Busineas Manager

Entered as second-class matter at Plainfield.
N. J.
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Six MoONthB . .. .. .. ittt it eeennneeannnenen 1.25
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Papers to forelgn countries, including Canada,
will be charged b0 cents additional, on account
of postage.

All communications, whether on business or
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Subscriptions will be discontinued at date of
expiration when 80 requested.

All subscriptions wlill be discontinued one
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RECORDER WANT ADVERTISEMENTS

For Sale, Help Wanted, and advertisements
of a llke nature, will be run in this column at
one cent per word for first {insertion and one-
half cent per word for each additional insertion.

Cash must accompany each advertisement.

COLLECTION ENVELOPES, Pledge Cards, and
other supplies carried in stock. Colleotion
envelopes, 2bc per 100, or $1.00 per 500; de-
nominational budget pledge cards, 300 per
100; duplex pledge cards, 40c per 100. Ad-
gzr‘egs orders to Sabbath Recorder, Plainfleld,

NEW TESTAMENT AND PSALMS—Printed at-
tractively in large clear type and beautifully
bound in cloth, $1.76 postpald. Bound {n
leather, $3.00. Sabbath Recorder, Plainfield,
N. J.

JUNIOR GRADED HELPS, four year course,
four parts each year, 15c¢c each. Intermediate
Helps, three year course, four parts each year,
each 15c¢. Teacher’'s helps for Junior lessons.
each part 35¢; for Intermediate, 2b6c each.
Sabbath Recorder, Plainfleld, N. J. tf

LETTERS TO THE SMITHS. by Uncle Ollver.
Of especial Interest to young people, but con-
tain many helpful words for parents who
have the interests of their sons and daugh-
ters at heart. Paper bound, 96 pages and
cover, 2b cents: bound in cloth, 50 cents
Maliled on receipt of price. Sabbath Recorder.
Plainfield, N. J.

A MANUAL OF SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST PRO-
CEDURE (Revised), Is a book of exceptional
value to those who would know more about
Seventh Day Baptist ecclesiastical manners

and customs. Price, attractively bound Iin
glo]:ih h?lJpostpaJd S8abbath Recorder, Plalin-
e .

ANYONE knowing the whereabouts of Charles
Alfred (Fred) Tassell please write to Lydia
Tassell, Honesdale, Pa. 11-5-8¢t

sod organirmions.
M&MMM%W.

ALFRED UNIVERSITY

A modern, well equipped, Class A, standard college,
with technical schools.

Buildings, cquipment and endowments valued at over
a million dollars.
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