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EDITORIAL

THE GENERAL CONFERENCE

The annual feasts of the people of God
played a very large part in the history of
Israel, both in the development of high
ideals and in the strengthening of moral
fiber of the life of the people. No doubt,
by many, plans had to be made long in ad-
vance, and self denials practiced in order
that the family might go up to Jerusalem to
the house of God. The journey itself was
of moment and on the way opportunity was
afforded for fellowship, tor becoming bet-
ter acquainted, and for the larger appreci-
ation of one another’s burdens, experiences,
and aspirations. The meetings with sacri-
fices and offerings, together with whatever
public reading, speaking, and instructions
may have been afforded, served to deepen
the conviction of God’s Fatherhood and of
the place his people held in his purposes and
plans. The ‘training of the children who
were old enough to make the journey and to
understand its significance was a matter of
vital importance. That awakenings of great
significance, perhaps, often came to the
young people on these occasions is sug-
gested by the experience of the twelve year
old boy, Jesus. Interested in the wisdom
and kindliness of the nation’s leaders on
that visit, Jesus found himself again and
again in the temple asking questions and
showing by his answers to their questions

- that he grasped in a marked way the mean-

ing of religious and national affairs. But®
one is most struck, when gently chided by
his seeking mother he asked, “Knew ye not
I must be in my father’s house,” or as com-
monly rendered, ‘“about my father’s busi-
ness?” Did he here for the first time rea-
lize who he was and what his mission was
to be? The question has no absolute an-
swer. But that in some way he now began
to understand something of God and his

In many ways the General Conference
answers for Seventh Day Baptists what the
Passover feast meant to the Jews. While
our people go up to the Conference to hear
reports, formulate new plans, discuss meth-
ods and questions of truth and polity, they
go even, it may be, for more—they go for
enrichment of life, for social fellowship,
for enlarged ideals, for the deepening of
conviction, and for inspiration for old
tasks and vision for new ones.

Significant, indeed, is it for parents to
take their boys and girls to these meetings.
Life purposes may be discovered here, and
dedication and rededication be made. Sev-
enth Day Baptists may well carefully plan
and make sacrifices throughout the vyear
that the family may together ‘“go up to the
feast.” Read Conference President Wil-
lard D. Burdick’s message in this issue and
look up and reread what he has to say about

Conference in the SABBATH RECORDER of
July 20.

People, sometimes, look upon reports and

discussions as of lesser importance. They
want to listen to inspiring messages. It is
helpful. indeed, to be deeply stirred by an
evangelistic appeal or moved by the soft
music and subdued quiet hour message. But
unless the people are instructed and fur-
nished  with the facts of reports and the
discussion of our common problems they
will be poorly prepared to crystallize their
emotions in saner living and helpful service.
Those who thoroughly acquaint themselves
with the conditions among us as they ex-
ist, who realize there are tremendous dif-
ficulties to face and problems hard to
solve, and who then get the vision and in-
spiration are the ones who go back to their
homes and churches and with new zeal and
courage take up the home, church, and de-
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plan must be admitted. It was a great ex-

perience that this Son of Galilee had at the
feast,

nominational burdens and carry on. They
are the ones who get the real blessing and
become blessings to others.
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More Benefits So much has been said, re-
cently, about what would be accomplished
by a fully raised denominational united bud-
get—even at this late hour by the Theodore
L. Gardiner Fund—that one hesitates to at-
tempt to say more. But more needs to be
said. The editor is assured on substantial
authority that on completion of this fund
“a friend will cancel the present outstand-
ing indebtedness ($100) of the Historical
Society.” The item of this indebtedness is
not, we understand, included in the united
budget. This is another benefit and an
added incentive to raise the full amount—to
do what we ought to do.

Let it not be forgotten—with the united
budget completely raised, the Missionary
Board will be %ut of debt, and the way
opened for a stronger program on the home
field and on foreign shores; the Tract So-
ciety’s indebtedness will be largely liqui-
dated, and the board encouraged to
“strengthen its stakes and lengthen its
cords’ ; the Sabbath School Board debt will
be cancelled and the opportunity furnished
to continue in the valuable and much needed
services of the director of religious educa-
tion. In fact, every interest of the denomi-
nation represented will be well taken care
of and our loyalty to the kingdom task be
assured. Two weeks remain, yet, to Con-
ference. How far do our churches dare to
go? How much do Christian men and wo-
men dare to ‘“‘abound in this grace also”?
Many have responded and still are respond-
ing. Now for the strong pull together!
Now for the lift that shall see us over the
top! Lord, help us to give.

His Part A lad recently finishing his fresh-
man year in college may well put many to
shame. This boy i1s working hard with
some allowance from parents to make his
own way through school. When it came
to his attention that a special effort was to
be made in July to complete raising the On-
ward Movement budget before Conference,
he became greatly interested. By good
management, thrifty care, and hard work
he had a little surplus at the end of his
college year. We wonder how he did it.
He appreciated the need and caught some-
thing of the vision of sacrifice and service.
In effect he said, .I want to do something,

I am going to give fifteen dollars for this
cause. And he did.

He might have argued that he would need
every cent saved and all he could possibly
earn this summer, and have arrived at the
conclusion that folks who did not have to
go to school might do the giving. There
are always enough who are willing for
someone else to carry the burden. That
boy could hardly have been blamed had he
decided he could do nothing, or that a dol-
lar- would mark him generous under the cir-
cumstances. But he did no such thing. He
made a real sacrifice, one that will mean self
denial and harder work, later, and no doubt
he is all aglow with the feeling that he has
really helped a great cause along.

It may be wondered if there are not many
who will not miss that after glow. A man
of considerable reputed means with chil-
dren with good incomes, excused himself
not long ago from doing anything for his
local church or the denomination on the
ground he was not ‘‘making anything.” Yet
he had had his living ; none in his commun-
ity ever lives better than he; his home is
well kept up, farm in flourishing condition
and stock round and sleek. His part would
seem to be that of the *‘slacker.” Which
part seems to play up the better—the part
of the man or the part of the boy?

Ministers’ Wives Probably . there is no
woman in the church parish busier or with
heavier burdens than the minister’s wife.
Sometimes she is over appreciated, but as
a usual thing she cannot be too highly
thought of. Few realize the extent of her
cares or the weight of her burdens. Her
sympathies are daily taxed and her re-
sources constantly called upon. Besides
* mothering her own family, doing her own
housework, nursing her own sick, making her
own and the children’s clothes, and lending
encouragement to the pastor, she is con-
stantly in demand as Sabbath school teacher,
perhaps superintendent, often the super-
visor of the Religious Vacation School, and
president of the Aid or Missionary society.
Often she is the “pinch hitter” for the
preacher at prayer meeting or morning serv-
ice. She has the training with charms and
graces that would cause her to shine in the
home of a diplomat. Of many of her can
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it be said as of the woman in Proverbs (31:
29) “Many daughters have done worthily,
but thou excellest them all.”

Of such women has the acting editor

asked letters for our RECORDER readers.
They are busy women. They are humble
women, not such as are glad to ‘“rush into
print.”  But it is hoped they will soon find
time amid their many and perplexing du-
ties to write out of their experiences and as-
pirations those things which will be of in-
terest to all and be especially helpful, it may
be, to one another.

In this issue will be found a letter which
was published in the RECORDER many .years

ago. You will not want to miss “Ministers’
Wives.”

The New Psychology,
Behaviorism and

The above 1i1s the
subject of a book
Christian Experience prepared by Dean
Arthur E. Main of Alfred University, soon
to be published. Its themes will be of in-
terest to many of our RECORDER readers and
will appear serially in these pages.

For thirty years Doctor Main has been
at the head of our seminary, and under his
leadership the majority of our active and
successful pastors have been trained. His
writings are scholarly and profound. The
book is a real contribution to the religious
and theological literature of the day.

The author says in his preface, “My pur-
pose is to treat two opposing views of ex-
istence with all possible fairness and with
reasonable completeness, believing however
that one of these contributes far more than
the other to the enrichment of life and the
deepening of Christian experience.” - A
part of his introduction, follows; it gives
basis and point to his thesis.

INTRODUCTION

When some happening, a word or act, a fact
or truth, relates itself to our thought, feeling,
or volition, we experience it.

We become aware of some actual or imag-
ined reality by way of reason, emotion, or
will: that is to say, we experience it in a
state of mind that did not exist before.

Religion is a theoretical and practical cos-
mic attitude of mind and heart really due to
value judgments formed in the light of one’s
then existing spiritual and moral concepts.

Christian experience comes to us by way
of our Spirit-born confidence in the God and
Father_ of men whose supreme self-revelation
1s in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. It is

the life we live in Christ, or as Christ lives
in us. Our Christian life and activities are our
Christian experience. .

Psychology is the systematic study of the
mental life, and of the relation between mind
and body. It tries to discover the principles
or laws that pertain to the mind’s activities.
Human well-being, progress, and usefulness,
individual and group, depends very much upon
a due regard for these laws. And we Chris-
tians believe that the Holy Spirit in his in-
spiring and sanctifying work will regard these
laws as he seeks to bring human minds into
harmony with the mind of God.

Psychology as science, has to do with the
way the things of mind go on, not with the
Source of these laws, or with the origin and
destiny of the soul. Such questions belong to
metaphysics, philosophy, and religion.

The mearing of the New Psycholegy and
Behaviorism will appear again and again in
the course of our discussion.

My chief purpose is not to prove the cer-

tainty of our Christian experience, or to show
the incompleteness and unsoundness of the
New Psychology; but to set forth with all
possible clearness and fairness two philoso-
phies of life, two views of reality, that is, of
God, man, and the world, in their eternal re-
lations; and then to leave it for oneself to
decide which view is the more reasonable and
satisfying.
. My perscnal point of view is cosmic; that
1s, my ideas are within the range of Hoff-
ding’s religious axiom—the eternal conserva-
tion of values; of Spinoza’s sub specie eterni-
tatis; and of reality; already defined.

THE NEW PSYCHOLOGY, BEHAVIORISM,
AND CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE

BY DR. ARTHUR E. MAIN
Dean of the Department of Theology and Religious
Education at Alfred University

I.

INTRODUCTION

When some happening, a word or act, a
fact or truth, relates itself to our thought,
feeling, or volition, we experience it.

We become aware of some actual or im-
agined reality by way of reason, emotion, or
wills that is to say, we experience it in a
state of mind that did not exist before.

Religion is a theoretical and practical cos-
mic attitude of mind and heart really due
to value judgments formed in the light of

one’s then existing spiritual and moral con-
cepts.

Christian éxperience comes to us by way
of our Spirit-born confidence in the God
and Father of men whose supreme self-
revelation is in Jesus Christ our Savior and
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Lord. It is the life we live in Christ, or as
Christ lives in us. Our Christian life and
activities are our Christian experience.

Psychology is the systematic study of the
mental life, and of the relation between mind
and body. It tries to discover the principles
or laws that pertain to the mind’s activities.
Human well-being, progress, and usefulness,
individual and group, depends very much
upon a due regard for these laws.
Christians believe that_the Holy Spirit in
his inspiring and sanctifying work will re-
gard these laws as he seeks to bring human
minds into harmony with the Mind of God.

Psychology as science, has to do with the
way the things of mind go on, not with the
Source of these laws, or with the origin
and destiny of the soul. Such questions be-
long to metaphysics, philosophy, and religion.

The meaning of the New Psychology and
Behaviorism will appear again and again in
the course of our discussion.

My chief purpose is not to prove the cer-
tainty of our Christian experience, or to
show the incompleteness and unsoundness
of the New Psychelogy; but to set forth
with all possible clearness and fairness two
philosophies of life, two views of reality,
that is, of God, man, and the world, in their
eternal relations; and then to leave it for
oneself to decide which view is the more
reasonable and satisfying.

My personal point of view is cosmic:
that is, my ideas are within the range of
Hoffding’s religious axiom—the eternal con-
servation of values; of Spinoza’s sub specie
eternitatis; and of reality; already defined.

I accept the challenge of Professor
Dewey: Discard what will not work well
in all human relations—in the spheres of
history, morals, society, industry, politics,
literature, education, and religion.

In our quest for certainties I am quite
willing to reject what will not work well.

If the New Psychology or Behaviorism
works better in the long run, let us accept it.

I agree with Professor Dewey in magni-
fying the dignity of human action, in the
cumulative force of experience, and in a re-
ligion that concerns itself with values, but
in quest for certainty, knowledge, ideals,
human action, experience, and "values there
must be continuity and unity. This is
psychological. But my philosophy of reality
makes me believe in God as the primary

And we

Source and Ground of this continuity and
unity.

I make no claim to equalify with Pro-
fessor Dewey in the realm of philosophy;
but if he has the right to reason from the
point of view suggested by the more dis-
couraging aspects of human history and ex-
isting human conditions and ideas, I claim
the right to reason from the more encour-
aging aspects.

The late Reverend Dr. A. H. Strong, a
great and conservative theologian, in the
fourth and revised edition of his Systematic
Theology says that there is evolution in the
Bible as well as in science.

The Bible and human history, in spite
of many a dark page, seem to me to justify
our anticipation of a future perfect king-
dom of God.

What if science does at length prove that
what we call physical and spiritual, matter,
life, and mind had one common starting
point millions on millions of years ago?

In the course of their development they
have been along widely divergent lings. They
are related to one another but they idre sepa-
rated by a gulf too wide for human thought
and imagination to bridge. And I still want
to know who put into that one starting-
point such amazing possibilities.

The universe is so large and we are so
small, as Hoffding says, that no attempt will
be made to answer all questions, solve all
problems, and explain all mysteries. But
this is not to say there are no reasonable
certainties. For example, we expect that
like causes will always produce like effects.
It may be that creation, of which we are a
very small part, extends from ‘‘cosmoplas-
ma” and the electron to starry galaxies and
to the entire universe.

There are facts of mind as well as facts
of matter. Let us deal with all facts with
intelligence and reason.

Science uses hypotheses, so may we in
the realm of mind. If sound, they must
justify themselves in experience.

Professor Dewey finds it- convenient, and
one may say necessary, to use such terms
as “anticipation,” ‘“‘possibility,” and ‘“poten-
tiality.” My own philosophy of life has a
place for such terms, for by faith I accept
the hope of Lowell that truth crushed to
earth shall rise again; the religious axiom
of Hoffding that truth and value are ever-
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lasting ; the philosophy of Spinoza, that ex-
istence and experience should be viewed
from the point of view of eternity, and that
the absolute, or reality, of which I am a part
and beyond which we cannot. go in thought,
consists of God, man, and the world.

Agriculture, navigation, all science, the
telegraph, the telephone, the radio, the air-
plane, and the great industries, all practical-
ly assume that we live in an understandable
and dependable world.

Does this understandable and dependable
world proclaim no “Great Original” ?

By Religion we mean an attitude of mind,
of the whole man toward reality that moves
one to seek by faith, worship, and service,
highest values, that is, things and experi-
ences that, it seems to us, will prove to be
most worth while and satisfying. |

In its higher form religion is the prac-
ticed belief that such values as love and
goodness will last forever.

By personality we mean those normal
qualities of mind and body that distinguish
what we call human beings from lower ani-
mals and what we call things. Personality
is the greatest thing in creation.

In a unique and ideal sense we ascribe
personality to the infinite and eternal God.

My greatest wish and highest hope is to
show, if T can be so fortunate, that the
conscious, religious, and ethical interpreta-
tion of existence is infinitely more reason-
able and satisfactory than anything the New
Psychology or Behaviorism can offer, how-
ever much they may teach us regarding
mechanism or process.

Four tests of my position :
Has it a supreme ideal of goodness?

Can it be verified in normal human experi-
ence ?

Is 1t scientific? |
Is it humane? 1i. e., Does it set forth a

cosmic tendency toward peace and fellow-
ship among men and nations?

This tendency requires belief in a Ground
or Source.

Concepts of values may be referred, for
their foundation, to matter and energy with
their inherent laws; to the impersonal, one
and eternal substance of pantheism with its
twofold material and mind aspect; to psy-

chological processes in a given situation: or
to the God and Father in whom Jesus be-
lieved and to the doctrine of spiritual and
ethical monism. This reference seems to
me to be infinitely more reasonable and sat-
isfying than any other.

Science teaches cosmic unity and evolu-
tion. If these are facts they need a basis.
Philosophy and religion say God.

There is nothing more real than the fact
of religious consciousness. Fact and ex-
perience are the basis of religious faith.

If, as John Elliot Cairnes, an Irish pub-
licist (d. 1875), says, the moral basis of
modern society were suddenly withdrawn,
if all moral feelings and actions were sud-
denly wiped out, the physical ruin and
chaos that would result would be appalling.

Mechanics is not life; processes are not

power ; psychology not science, with mind

left out.

In the twentieth chapter of Jeremiah the
prophet tells how he felt like giving up, be-
cause of bitter opposition and apparent
failure. But if he thought of keeping back
the name and the word, that is the thought
and will cf Jehovah, he felt within him as
it were a fire that burned his very being,
and he must speak.

This impressive passage, says Professor
Robinson in Peake’s Commentary, is of
great importance for the study of the
prophetic impulse ; it shows clearly that the
psychological compulsion experienced by
the prophet was the guarantee of his sin-
cerity when he claimed to speak by divine
inspiration. - :

I cannot demonstrate the superiority of
Jeremiah’s psychology over that of Tansley
and Watson, but I like it far better. My
moral reason commends it, and it edifies.
It made him a bulwark of the true religion,
and points us to the supreme Source of our
power. '

In my reference to authors I shall, as
will best satisfy my purpose, quote, para-
phrase, or as 1 trust, correctly interpret.

Of course the paper will contain repeti-
tions. This seems well nigh unavoidable;
but writers do not express themselves in
the same way though discussing the same
subject, and a wise man says that safety
lies in a wealth of counselors. A. E. M.
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REV. WILLIAM L. BURDICK. ASHAWAY, R. 1.
Contributing Xditor

TIME TO BEGIN PLANNING YOUR
| CHURCH PROGRAM

Before these words reach the readers of
the SABBATH RECORDER, we will be in the
second month of a new Conference year.
Church affairs are a little below par just
now because the summer vacation is in full
swing, but this will soon be over and church
workers should be pressing forward in the
matters of Christ’s kingdom.

Doubtless much has been and will con-
tinue to be accomplished by the haphazard
method, but far greater results will be re-
alized by careful planning. Christ had this
in mind when he said, “For which of you
desiring to build a tower, doth not first
sit down and count the cost?”

Often times much is lost because the
plans are not made early enough. Pastors
and churches sometimes wait till four or six
months of the year have passed before they
outline the year’s work and plan to accom-
plish something definite. Why not take the
matter up early in the Conference year and
have something very definite in hand to
present to the church, the Bible school, and
the Christian Endeavor as soon as vaca-
tion is over?

No one knows better than the writer that
many pastors desire to do this and gladly
welcome any help by way of suggestions.
These paragraphs are written for the pur-
pose of offering a suggested church pro-
gram. ‘The Committee on Evangelism of
the Federal Council for a number of years
has formulated and published a program
which many churches have followed more
or less closely. At the recent meeting of
the commission a program was formulated
for the church year 1931-1932. This is

given below. It is simply intended to be

suggestive and any church may and shouldv

modify 1t to suit the local needs.
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A SUGGESTED EVANGELISTIC CALENDAR FOR THE
COMING YEAR

We desire to recommend to our denomina-
tions the following evangelistic calendar for
the coming year:

October 4—Church Rally Day

The month of September may be used as a
time for an every member visitation in be-
half of Church Rally day. Vacation days are
over. The membership of each congregation
has returned home and the public schools have
begun. If possible, every member of the
church should be present on the first Sabbath
in October. The greater each congregation
can make this day, the greater the impetus that
will be given to all the autumn’s work.

November 22—Thanksgiving Sabbath

The autumn time presents a season .of great
opportunity for evangelism. Many may be
reached for Christ during these days. The
pastors and churches should seek to make
 Thanksgiving Sabbath a climax to the evan-
gelistic work of the coming fall months as
they plan special evangelistic meetings or use
the “Home Visitation Evangelism” plan.

December 31—Watchnight Ewvangelistic Service

January 3-10—Week of Praver

It is urged that the various denominations,
wherever possible, join together in wunion
prayer services during this week and by com-
munities. A series of prayer topics have been
prepared and will be furnished to the
churches by the Cotnmission on Evangelism
of the Federal Council. Prayer means spir-
itual power. A season of pre-Easter evangel-
ism begun in prayer cannot help but end in
great victories for Christ and the Church.

February 17 — March 27. Pre-Easter Period
(Lenten Season)

In this period distribute and use the “Fel-
lowship of Prayer.” During these forty days
it is a time to challenge the church in behalf
of daily devotions, church attendance, self de-
nial, and soul winning. In this period conduct
an Instruction or Catechetical Class for chil-
dren. Plan for a week of personal work us-
ing the “Home Visitation Evangelism” plan or
conduct a revival meeting with home forces or
a vocational evangelist preceding Easter.

March 27-May 15—Pre-Pentecost Period

Three vital things are suggested for these
fifty days.

1. Seek to conserve the new members who
have come into the church since January first.

2. Continue the emphasis on evangelism,
seeking to make Pentecost another important
day of ingathering. '

3. Seek to make Pentecost Sunday, May 15,
a climax to the evangelistic efforts of the
church for the year.

THE SUGGESTED EVANGELISTIC PROGRAM

The program suggested can only be general
in its scope and content.

It. is intended that

each denomination will adapt the plans to
their own program and use them as they think
best. However, by following along a few
broad general lines, all our evangelistic work
will be given unity and effectiveness. The

following program to begin September 1, 1931,
1s submitted :

1. The Deepening of the Spiritual Life by—

a. Enrichment of public worship. Men hun-
ger for God. They desire to experience him.
Feeling their need, they come to the church
on the Sabbath day. In these days when men'’s
souls are tried, the churches must seek to give
their worship services a richer content.
Greater reverence should also prevail in the
house of God.

b. More loyal church attendance. Since
there is such a large percentage of the
church membership that attends the Lord’s
house on the Sabbath day, occasionally or not
at all, great emphasis and effort need to be
placed at this point during this entire year.
To this end it is suggested that the pastors and
other leaders within the church seek to secure
the faithful regular attendance of every mem-
ber of each church each Sunday.

c. Daily devotions. Two
made here. ’

(1) That each church member be asked to
observe a period each day for personal devo-
tions. To help in this the Commission on
Evangelism is making available to the churches
at a nominal cost, a series of daily devotions
from January first to Pentecost, May 15.

(2) That each Christian home be enlisted in
a plan for daily family devotions and the ob-
servance of grace at the table. To aid in this
each denomination may secure helpful litera-
ture from their publishing houses.

d. Placing religious magazines and other
pieces of Christian literature in the homes of
the membership.

People are reading, but what? OQOur record
can be greatly improved upon in this matter
of placing religious reading in our church
homes. The pastors must take the lead in this
matter if- anything much is accomplished.

2. The Winning of Others to Christ by—

a. Pastors’ instruction classes. The children
of. proper age should be placed in such a class
and instructed for church membership. These
may be gathered especially from the homes
and the Sabbath school. These boys and girls
of* tender - years are of such infinite value in
the eyes of Christ and have such possibilities
for the Church of tomorrow, that none should
be neglected or overlooked.

suggestions are

b. Holding decision or confession days in
the Sabbath school. While more than eighty
per cent of the church membership comes
from the Sabbath school, yet an all too large
per cent of the Sabbath school is never won
to a Christian decision for Christ. Seasonal
times for decision days are to be found at the
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time of Christmas, Palm Sunday, Easter, and
Pentecost. '

c. Observing the “Home Visitation Evangel-
ism” plan. This plan has to do with the care-
ful selection of a group of personal workers,
and sending them out two by two to call on
their neighbors and friends during a period
of one week. This plan may be used once or

more times during the year as a congregation
may see fit. .

d. Holding special evangelistic meetings or
preaching missions. The days of the “revival
meeting” are not over. Many successful meet-
ings are being held, resulting in a revival of
the church membership and the winning of
many to Christ. In some instances such meet-
ings may be held by local forces, by pastors

helping each other, or by a vocational evan-
gelist,

3. Conserving Evangelistic Results by—

a. Organizing and conducting a class, one
night each week for a period of six weeks,
composed of new members. Such topics as
“How to Read the Bible; The Meaning of
Church Membership; Prayer and Church At-

tendance; Missions and Stewardship,” may be
discussed by ihe groups.

b. Follow the members who move. Many
members in every congregation move each

.year. A large portion of these fail to transfer

their membership, consequently it is not long
before they become indifferent to the church,
and are lost to the church. A great effort
should be put forth this year to enlist all such
persons to become identified with some church
in the community where they have moved.
This effort should be put forth in great earn-
estness since it is at this point that our great-
est loss in church membership takes place.

c. Integrating the new member into the ac-
tive life of the church. This means that each
new convert should be placed quickly into the
Sabbath school, Christian Endeavor, men’s or
women’s organizations of the church for fel-
lowship and instruction.

d. Participation in weekly giving. Very
soon after the new member has been received
into the church, there should be a visit made
in behalf of his weekly pledge to current ex-
pense and missions.

4. Helping the Pastor in

a. His evangelistic reading. It is suggested
that each denomination seek to help every
pastor by recommending a list of books for
his reading that will stimulate the evangelis-
tic spirit and passion in his soul.

b. His evangelistic preaching. Many -of the
commissions on evangelism can help the pas-
tor at this point by conducting evangelistic
conferences in cities, counties, and larger
areas. When the subject of the evangelistic
message and evangelistic preaching are defi-
nite items on the program, special leaflets and
books recommended or seat out along this line
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will help the preachers to do greater evan-
gelistic preaching this year than for some time.

c. His pastoral work — shouldering. Not
much help by way of books and leaflets is
available to our pastors to help them person-
ally in their visitation in the homes or in or-
ganizing their churches for shepherding the
membership. If the “shepherd heart” of the
church is to be recovered then more hplp must
be made available to our pastors. It is, there-
fore, suggested that each denomination sur-
vey and assess the material at hand for the
pastor with reference to this matter, and if

"adequate, that steps be taken to provide the

necessary literature and plans along this line.

REV. AND MRS. JAY W. CROFOOT
ARRIVE HOME

My DEAR SECRETARY BURDICK:

You will be interested to know that I
reached here this morning with the two
Wang boys. Mrs. Crofoot is on the way
with Anna, who met us at Seattle on Mon-
day with her Chevrolet. Anna and a friend
who is on the staff of the same high school
in Hancock, Mich., drove to Seattle 1n
twelve days, so I suppose my wife and
daughter may be expected to reach here
within two weeks.
faculty and several of the trustees and a
few students of the college were at the
train this morning and gave me a hearty
welcome,

Our journey from Shanghai, which you
know we left on July 6, was for the most
part uneventful. The one untoward event
was the fact that Mrs. Crofoot took a se-
vere cold which kept her in her berth for
four days or more. She was much better
before we reached Seattle.

And now . . . Is this the end of my offic-
ial relation to you and to the Missionary
Board? I should like to say a word of
appreciation of the kind treatment I have
received from the bgard, and especially of
its present secretary, but it is not easy to
say it, so I shall only sign myself, with real
affection,

Your humble servant,

Milton, Wis., " J. W. Croroor.

July 24, 1931.

“May heaven grant us patience. Of all
- the cants in this canting world, the cants
of the habitual critic are most tormenting.”

A large number of the’

THE RELATION OF THE CHURCH TO
SOCIAL SERVICE

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHURCH CONFERENCE
OF SOCIAL WORK

(The following message was adopted by the Second
Annual Church %onference of Social Work which met in
Minneapolis June 14-20, 1931, as an Associate Group of
the National Conference of Social Work. The _confer-
ence brought together representative leaders in the
churches with social workers of the country to consider
their common interests and relationships.)

The Church Conference of Social Work
was organized in 1930 by the Federal Coun-
cil of Churches of Christ in America and
its constituent denominational departments
of social service. It has two major objec-
tives: to bring to church social workers,
both professional and volunteer, the value
of the discussions and associations of the
National Conference of Social Work,
thereby strengthening the social service of
the churches; and to develop churches and
social agencies in their contacts both na-
tional and local, particularly by stimulating
the church to contribute stronger religious
influences to personal and family rehabili-
tation.

Both in the teaching and example of
Jesus, service to humanity is emphasized as
the very heart of true religion. Christianity
has continuously appealed to the world 1in
terms of its social fruits. The Church Con-
ference of Social Work therefore calls upon
Christian people everywhere to further the
realization of the principles of Jesus in ev-
eryday life. ‘

Social service is alien neither to the pro-
gram of the local church nor to that of de-
nominational boards. Yet it has often been
misunderstood.  Foreign missions move
forward through their hospitals and clinics,
through kindergartens and the est‘ab11§h—
ment of Christian homes. The promotion
of good citizenship and of child welfare are
both fundamental parts of the Home Mis-
sions Program.

Educational boards are concerned with
the cultural and educational aspects ‘of
Christian living. It is high time that Chris-
tians recognized that their social service ob-
ligations have a definite and intimate rela-
tion to their responsibility for the building
of the kingdom of God on earth.

Some of the departments of social work
in which the churches should have a spec-
ial interest are those relating to the care of

children, marriage and family relations,
health, unemployment, economic and com-
munity welfare, good government, crime
and prisoners, service to the immigrant,
hospitals, and homes for children and for
the aged. |

The conference would call particular at-
tention to the social needs of rural com-
munities, where unfavorable economic con-
ditions have accentuated such social prob-
lems as delinquency, family disorganiza-
tion, and handicapped and neglected child-
hood. Low standards of living prevail in
many areas. Probably two-thirds of Amer-
ica’s counties have no social worker. In the
rural communities live about forty per cent
of the people of the United States, and the
next great advance in social work should be
to bring skilled care to the neglected and
unfortunate among them. The leaders of
national social work need to pay much more
attention to overlooked rural areas. The
religious bodies of the country and local
pastors should be ready to co-operate in this
advance. Farm, ranch, and small town need
the redemptive force of religion as much as
do the thickly congested areas in and around
our cities.

In all these directions where the local
church may help meet the social challenge
of 1ts own community, the minister is the
key to the situation. The Church Confer-
ence of Social Work appeals to the con-
science of the minister to give social serv-
ice a place of importance along with preach-
ing, religious education, pastoral care, mis-
sionary endeavor, and the other work of
his parish.

This leads one step further back to the
preparation of candidates for the ministry.
The conference suggests that the theologi-
cal seminaries give a social application to
their entire curricula and also provide such
courses in social interpretation and train-
ing as shall produce qualified leaders deter-
mined to apply the spirit of religion to the
economic and social needs of humanity.

It has been noted with deep satisfaction
by both social workers and church leaders
that certain seminaries are carefully train-
ing ministers in organizing the local church
for active participation in the social work
of the community. Many colleges and semi-
inaries are adjusting and enriching their

3
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curricula with this end in view. Ministers

and students are undertaking surveys and

projects in social work which are of practi-
cal benefit to community life and of educa-

tional value for the ministry.

It is neither desired nor expected that
the seminaries should turn out trained so-
cial workers, but that they should produce
graduates not only sympathetic with social
needs but also cognizant of the social re-
sources available. to meet those needs. A
ministér’s knowledge of social work is not
expected to take the place of pastoral care
but rather to supplement and vitalize this
spiritual service rendered to his people.

The conference further recommends that
religious leaders endeavor to promote a
common spirit and cordial understanding
between church workers and social work-
ers, and when this is done, the advantages
of technical skill in social work may spread
to all social effort, and the human and spir-
itual note which the church emphasizes may
become a common characteristic of church
work and social work. It is in no sense the
aim of the Chureh Conference of Social
Work to induce the churches to enter the
field of 'social work in competition with so-
cial agencies. Rather its desire is to pro-
mote the largest understanding -and provide
for the greatest mutual helpfulness between
these two great branches of human service.

Many social workers and church leaders
are vitally conscious of the need of a great
increment of spiritual power, both for the
individual and for society. Society needs
vision and spiritual power strong enough to
guide and control the forces which - have
been released by science and invention. Both
the social worker and the church worker,
facing the staggering magnitude of pov-
erty, ignorance, disease, crime, selfishness,
social injustice, and the mass hatreds of na-
tions and classes, must add to their skill
great courage, great faith, and the capacity
for great endeavor. These are gifts from
God to those who seek them with all their
hearts.—Federal Council of Churches.

In proportion as we “grow in grace and
in the knowledge of Christ,” we shall grow
in the desire that the Redeemer’s sover-
eignty may be more widely and visibly ex-
tended.—Henry Melville.
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THE EDUCATION HOUR, CENTRAL
ASSOCIATION

The theme of the education hour was
made to conform with that of the associa-
It was ‘“Godliness Is Profitable, as
Taught in Milton, Salem and Alfred.”
Leon Maltby from Adams Center had
charge of the hour. Speakers were selected
to represent the three schools with short
talks. Miss Agnes Smith of Verona, class
of ’32, spoke of how godliness is promoted
at Milton. Rev. E. H. Bottoms, who 1s
studying at Salem, spoke particularly of
upright Christian character of the profes-
sors. Following this Alfred Perry, class
of '30, gave an interesting talk showing that
godliness pays at Alfred: After these had
spoken the leader pointed out in a five min-
ute talk the Biblical teaching of the proper
relation between godliness and education.
During the program two numbers of instru-
mental music were given, one a violin solo
and the other a cornet, violin and piano trio.

Two of the papers follow:

GODLINESS IN EDUCATION AS SHOWN IN
MILTON COLLEGE

' BY AGNES SMITH, CLASS OF ’32

The ideals and principals of any insti-
tution depend largely upon the quality of
its leaders and the manner in which they
carry out these ideals. In a college, it 1S
the professors who exert one of the great-
est influences upon the students. This 1s
especially true in a small college such as
Milton, where contact between professor
and student is especially close. Not only do
young people go to those who are older for
advice at times, but, perhaps, unconscious-
ly, they pattern certain ideals after those
whom they sincerely admire.

Ordinarily a professor in presenting
many types of material tries not to put
forth his own point of view. However, a
man or woman with a strong personality

finds it difficult to conceal his opinion, and
many students find it easy to discover
where the professor stands on the matter.
Occasionally, too, a student will ask out-
right of the instructor, “Just what is your
opinion about this, what do you believe?”
College students are expected to be thinkers,
to work out their own problems. To a cer-
tain extent we do think independently, yet
we are immeasurably influenced by the
opinions of certain writers and professors.
And so if a college is to instill certain ideals
in the minds of its students it should first
choose a faculty which will hold up the
standard.

The men and women who have in the
past composed Milton’s faculty and those
who fill the positions today are largely re-
sponsible for holding up those ideals which
are Mailton’s, which have been imparted to
the more transient students, and especially
to the alumni. _

With but few exceptions, Milton’s faculty
has been composed of men and women of
high moral character, leading Christian lives
and exerting, both in the classroom and on
the campus, and in outside life, influences
for worth while living. Milton is antici-
pating the arrival of Rev. J. W. Crofoot
who will be at the helm next year.

There are many activities on the campus
which offer students opportunity for train-
ing in Christian leadership along with
Christian fellowship. The Young Men’s
and the Young Women’s Christian Associ-
ations are among the prominent organiza-
tions on the campus. The various cabinet
positions afford chances for much active
work on the part of those who are willing
to spend the time. It is impossible for me
to mention many of the very worth while
activities which form a part of the yearly
programs of these associations, but there are
some which are more outstanding than others.
The weekly meetings deal with various
questions including world fellowship and
numerous others often touching upon cam-
pus problems. These meetings and discus-
sions are usually led by the students them-
selves. FEach fall some special member of
the Young Women’s Association secures the
names of all the new girls who are com-
ing to the campus and appoints some upper
class girl as a “big sister” for each. Many
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a girl has come to Milton feeling homesick |

and lost and has been helped in this way to
become adjusted to the new life. Each
spring the two organizations set aside one
week-end for a ‘‘retreat’”’ which is held at
some lakeside camp. The time spent out
in nature, in meetings under competent
leaders, seems to be of special benefit. The
weekly student prayer meeting held every
Friday evening is sponsored jointly by the
two Y's.

On Friday evenings following the prayer
meeting the Student Volunteer group meets
for mission study.

All of these organizations are in need of
leadership and give opportunity for an ex-
perience which many alumni have found to
be so valuable when college days were over.
In addition to any direct influence, these or-
ganizations spread over the campus an at-
1r.nfosphere for the worth while things in
ife.

In a crowd it is so easy for one to go his
own way, for he feels that no' one really
knows or cares. But, as so many have said,
Milton College is like one big family where
each one has an interest in the other and
each has an individual responsibility for his
own actions.

DOES GODLINESS PAY IN ALFRED ?
BY ALFRED PERRY ‘30

This is a question in which every Seventh
Day Baptist is interested. It is a question
which every student who enters Alfred
must come to answer, and the answer which
he finds determines in large measure his
own future and consequently the future of
the college. If the student finds godliness
unprofitable in college he will assume it to
be so in the whole world. If godliness
seems unprofitable, he will surely not pur-
sue an ethical course through life. Since
this is the case, it is quite important that
the college reward godliness and punish un-
godliness.

I am reminded of an incident which I
witnessed in the biology laboratory at Al-
fred a year or more ago. A new fish had
been placed in the aquarium. This individ-
ual was not acquainted with glass walls,
and being somewhat uneasy, decided to flee.
Imagine his surprise to find his nose flat-
tened on an invisible wall. Several times
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he rushed madly at the obstacle, but as be-
fore, he was unmercifully repelled. Then
he noticed that if he swam slower, he was
not hurt so much. Soon he was easily nos-
ing here and there along his invisible prison
wall, searching for some opening through
which he, might escape. A few hours later
after having learned that there was no es-
cape, he settled into a corner and pouted.
After several days, this, too, became un-
pleasant so he proceeded to make the ac-
quaintance of his neighbors. In a week he.
Jomed in the games and frolics as gayly as
the rest, and we could tell that he was en-

joying the ample food and good company
supplied him.

We human beings have to learn our lessons
the same way. We learn to do pleasant things
and not to do unpleasant ones. So, if a col-
lege adjusts its life so that godliness will be
pleasant and wickedness will be unpleasant,
the students will learn the important fact,
that godliness is profitable.

Let us see if we can find a yard stick for
measuring godliness. The first foot on the
scale will be honesty. Some of the inches
in_this foot would be honesty in financial
affairs, honesty in our judgment of other
people, honesty in what we say, honesty to
ourselves. We must attain all of these be-
fore we can be one foot high in moral
stature. " |

The second foot will be reached when we
learn to live clean lives. The first inch will
probably come when we learn to keep our
bodies clean and healthy. Another will be
added when we are clean in thought, still
another when we are clean in what we say,
and so on to the two-foot mark.

The third foot would be tolerance. We
must learn to understand our neighbors.
We must learn to consider their wishes as
well as our own. We must learn to be un-
prejudiced. We must be good Samaritans.

We have plenty of room to grow before
we will need to lengthen our scale. But is
it worth while to try to grow in godliness ?

It is true that we often hear young people
say that godliness does not pay. I have

heard students say that you can’t get “A’s”
without “cribbing,” that you can’t get jobs
without “slinging a line,” nor can you be
popular and godly at the same time.
these statements be true?
really be profitable?

Can

Can ungodliness

-
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I recall that at one meeting of the stu-
dent senate three men were called up to
the carpet to answer charges of cheating in
examinations. All three were men of high
scholarship and were prominent in college
activities.  They were all convicted. The
verdict was published in the college paper.
There was no one in Alfred who envied
these men their high marks or high posi-
tion when they knew how they had at-
tained them. The penalty these men paid
for their ungodliness was severe.

A very desirable position was open for
some senior student who had taken the nec-
essary course of study in college. Several
students applied for the position and asked
their instructor to write recommendations
for them. The professor did so, but he was
not able to speak highly of all of them be-
cause he knew that they did not have the
moral qualifications necessary for this po-
sition. Here again ungodliness did not pay.

A medal is given to the most loyal senior
man every year by the vote of the student
body. At one election two men were tied.
Another vote was taken electing one of
them to receive the loyalty medal. The men
were of equal caliber except in one quality.
One was a drinker while the other was not.
The man who was the most godly was con-
sidered the most loyal to Alfred by the stu-
dent body.

Here are a few instances at least where
godliness paid in Alfred. There are many
other penalties for ungodliness less conspic-
uous than these. They all serve however to
teach the student not to ‘“kick against the
pricks.”

In this hard-headed age it is necessary
that young people recognize the value of
godliness in terms of the gain it offers
them. Student life in Alfred shows that
godliness is profitable for several reasons.
To begin with, it is more fun to be godly.
Alfred offers more opportunity for fun to
the right living student than to the wrong
doer. Those who are honest in their work
enjoy rewards and good marks, while those
who cheat suffer the disdain of their fel-
lows. Those who cheat in athletics are put
off the teams, while those who honestly try
to play better, succeed. Alfred tries to
show that it is more fun to play fair than
to cheat in life.

In Alfred godliness will bring you more
money than ungodliness. Recommendations
of the faculty for positions in life are based
on the honesty, clean living, and tolerance
of the candidates. Recommendations from
Alfred are honest, so the students who are
not honest must not expect the faculty to
advertise them as such. Often the Bureau
of Appointments has some very desirable
position to. fill and always it is the person
best qualified in godliness who receives the
appointment and not the one with the
“pull.”  Alfred tries to make godliness ac-
tually pay. ‘

Another argument for being godly in Al-
fred is popularity. The students who are
really the most popular are the ones who
are honest, considerate of others and live
clean. The pupil who aims to get by on his
“line” finds a shaky foothold, for in a small
college where everyone knows everyone else
it 1s much harder to conceal one’s real self
than in larger institutions. Those who can
depend on their inside character gain friends,
but those who can depend on outer appear-
ances only find it uncomfortable.

Godliness also 1nsures higher marks.
The pupil who i1s conscientious about les-
sons, gains the advantage over the one who
tries to get by with a bluff. The pupil who
lives clean is in better condition of mind
and body and can get more good out of his
work. The tolerant pupil is not wondering
about other people’s marks, but spends his
time and energy for his own improvement.
He does not spend his time being jealous of
better pupils or overbearing.to poorer ones.

The godly student does better in athletics.
He has a strong, healthy body, alwavs in
condition. He is a good sport in the true
sense of the word, because of his considera-
tion of others and his honesty. He puts all
that he has into his sport because he is un-
selfish. He gets the teamwork of his mates
because he is honest and fair. He does not
play the grandstand for applause, and there-
fore receives even more admiration from his
fellows. . He is never out of the game be-
cause of cheating. The successful athlete
1s the godly one.

The godly student in Alfred has some-
thing else that the ungodly ones miss. It is
the kinship of spirit between himself and
the founders of Alfred. We have all heard

AN

of the self-sacrificing spirit of the founders
of Alfred. A story is told of a poor farm-
er’s wife who was riding into Alfred with
her husband from their farm just as the
White House was going up in smoke. She
looked upon the burning building for a mo-
ment. Then she calmly said to her husband,
“I guess I can wait another year for that
new dress.” The White House was not re-
placed until this past year, but perhaps it
was this same spirit which prompted Mrs.
Ames to give the Social Hall which now
stands at the ‘head of the campus as the
White House stood in other days.

The godly student also enjoys the kin-
ship of spirit of the leaders of Alfred today.
President Davis, Dean Norwood, Dean
Main, and the other leaders of Alfred today
are excellent models for the youth who seeks
godliness of the profitable and pleasant kind.

Our denomination may justly be proud
of this little college which strives to make
godliness profitable for its students in so
many ways. .

LOOKING FORWARD TO THE GENERAL
CONFERENCE '

NUMBER TWO

In my letter to the readers of the Sag-
BATH RECORDER two weeks ago I said, “The
Gene.ral Conference is our annual business
meeting, and as such it should be deeply
spiritual and grandly inspirational.”

I believe that many in our denomination
are anxious that our coming General Con-
ference shall be such. We need to have our
hearts filled with the Holy Spirit as we lis-
ten to the annual reports of our boards: as
we consider with them their problems : and
pla.n‘with them for future work. And with
Spirit preparation on the part of speakers
and hearers our meeting will be grandly in-
spirational. -
~ Again I wish to encourage those attend-
ing Conference to be present at the business
meetings on Friday and Sunday forenoons.
We shall -need your presence and help, and
you will become more familiar with our de-
nominational activities, problems, and pos-
sibilities by being present at these business
meetings. And remember that an inspiring
sermon is to be given each forenoon.

A vesper service is to be held each might
from’ seven thirty to eight o’clock, except
on the night after the Sabbath. In the ves-

S

per service a brief devotional service will be
held. I am expecting that the men who have
these periods will bring messages from the
Bible and from their experiences that will
grea}tly benefit us, and that they will lead
us 1n fervent .prayers for the blessing of
God upon us.

~ And what about the Friday night meet-
ing? We always look forward to this meet-
ing with special longing and expectation.
And to many this is the great meeting of
the General Conference. At this time we
hear from many who are not heard from
at other times.

In planning for this service I asked Rev.
Hen.ry N. Jordan to take charge of the
service, giving a short sermon and conduct-
ing the conference meeting, and I am happy
to write that he is planning to be with us.
~ If our prayers are offered for this serv-
ice, and we attend it and join with the lead-
er in thought and song and testimony we
shall realize a fitting preparation service for
the Sabbath morning services—and these
are to be held at half past ten on Sabbath
morning, in the church, and an overflow
meeting 'in Alumni Hall, and a junior wor-
ship service in the parish house.
~ The program of the General Conference
1s to appear, in abbreviated form, in next
week’s SABBATH RECORDER.

- WiLLarp D. Burbick,

President General Conference.
Rockwille, R. .,
July 27, 1931.

MOTHER’S DAY

(Contribution of a mother who could not attend
Mother’'s day service)

I was weary from heavy labor,
Carrying a load of cares;

When lo! there comes Ruth to me—
In her hand a book she bears.

“With love to honor our mothers,”
I read on a little card,

And oh, the labors are lightened
That were just now so hard.

For love does lighten labor
And love does lighten care;
The burdens seem much lighter
That we for loved ones bear.

I picture the children’s bright faces
Alight with the spirit above,

And know they are one with the Savior
For the spirit of Christ is love.

—C. A. Herri
Ashaway, R. I. errick.
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'WOMAN'S WORK

MRS. ALBERTA DAVIS BATSON
‘Contributing Editor

QUESTIONS FOR AUGUST

1. How many summer camps for young
people are being conducted? Where are
they located?

2. How many received degrees and di-
plomas from Salem College this year?

3. What is Missionary Davis’ message
to the people concerning the budget?

4. Where were the associations held this

year ? :

5. Do we as church members take seri-
ously enough “The Church’s Special
Field”?

6. How many of us look forward eager-
ly to the Denominational ‘“Hook-up”?

7. What is our task relative to foreign
missions ?

8. Should the woman’s societies take
some definite action concerning the distri-
bution of tracts?

WORSHIP PROGRAM FOR AUGUST
Subject—Gospel Measure.
- Lesson—Fkuke 6: 27-38.

Leader’s talk—

We often hear the expression, “That is
gospel measure.” The thirty-eighth verse
sums it up until it gives a clear picture.
The first statement is, ‘“Give and it shall
be given unto you.” The next part of the
verse tells us how much we shall give, and
if we give this measure we shall receive the
same. s

How much better and happier this world
would be if we all practiced giving
measure. Not only does it apply to ma-
terial things but to those less tangible

things, such as friendship, encouragement,

faith, and love. It appeals to me that if
we practiced using the “gospel measure” as
laid down here, our lives would mean more
to the world. There would be a greater
difference between those who stand as

~ Christ’s and those who belong to the world.

When the world placed us alongside the
Scriptural measure, we would not be found

wanting.

this

DENOMINATIONAL “HOOK-UP”’

ROCKVILLE, R. I.

The Rockville Seventh Day Baptist
Church was well represented at the Wes-
terly Seventh Day Baptist Church services
Sabbath morning.

Rev. and ‘Mrs. Harold R. Crandall of
Westerly were callers on Rev. and Mrs. W.
D. Burdick Monday evening. |

Rev. and Mrs. W. D. Burdick were Sun-
day guests of Rev. and Mrs. Clayton Bur-
dick at Bluff Cottage; Weekapaug. |

Rev. H. Eugene Davis and family of
Shanghai, China, are occupying Rev. Clay-
ton Burdick’s camp at Lake Yawgoog.

—Westerly Sun.

HOPKINTON, R. I.

The Ladies’ Aid to the number of twelve
met at the parish house Wednesday after-
noon with Mrs. John E. Wells, hostess.
The decorations were rare dahlias, present-
ed by Mr. Jencks of Rockville.

In the flowers exhibited the first prize
went to Dorothy Cole for a collection of
forty-three different kinds. - '

The second to Mary Fiddes for twenty-
one, the third to Sadie Kenyon for eighteen,
and the fourth to Louise Wells, seventeen.

—Westerly Sun.

LEONARDSVILLE, N. Y.

Mr. Frank Crumb, editor of the Alfred
Sun, and wife, and Mr. and Mrs. Boice of

“Alfred were callers on Mr. and Mrs. Irv-

ing A. Crandall recently.
—Brookfield Courier.

BROOKFIELD, N. Y.

, Rev. and Mrs. H. L. Polan, Muriel, and
Dighton spent part of Thursday at Cuyler
Hill and De Ruyter in company with Mr.
‘and Mrs. Raymond Burdick of Syracuse,
Mrs. Mary Church and Mrs. Lillian Irish
of De Ruyter. They ate picnic dinner
among the scenes of the childhood of their
mothers. Later in the day the Polans vis-
ited Eatonbrooke Girl Scout encampment,
and heard the visitors’ night program, put
on by the girls. The evening was beautiful
and a large crowd of parents, {riends,
Scouts, and officials had gathered on the
hillside beside the campfire for the program
of songs and stunts.

“the other

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Rogers and Miss
Ethel Rogers of Dunellen, N. J., Truman
Rogers of Riverside, Calif., and Mrs. Eslie
Coon were guests of Mr. and Mrs. D. ]J.
Frair Sabbath day.

—Brookfield Courier.

DE RUYTER, N Y.

There was a large attendance of parents

and friends of the pupils of the Vacation
Church School who presented at the Con-
gregational church on Sunday night, some
results of their work during the last three
weeks.

The children and young people did fine
in their presentation. There was a gener-
ous collection which approximately met the
expenses incurred in this school. The fac-
ulty wish to express their appreciation
that the general public has shown in this
effort, and thank the public school board
for granting the use of the school building
for this purpose.

The union meeting of the churches will
be held at the Seventh Day Baptist church
Sunday night, July 26. Rev. J. A. Gardner
will preach.—Gleaner.

- NORTH LOUP, NEB.

Miss Mary Davis left early yesterday
morning for Colorado, taking Merle Fuller,
Audrey Williams, and Mary Cox to join
North Loupers at Boulder and
attend the Teen-Age Conference. The
young people camping at the Big Thompson
write that they are having a wonderful
time. Miss Leona Sayre had charge of the
girls’ camp for a few days while Marcia
Rood visited her aunt, Daisy Furrow in
Greeley.

Mr. and Mrs. O. T. Babcock drove to

Kearney last Friday morning to meet Ar-
thur Babcock who was coming from Chap-
pell. Sunday afternoon they took him to
Grand Island to take the train back to his
work at Chappell.

Mr. and Mrs. Byron Rood, Nelsie and
Edward of Milton, Wis., arrived in North
Loup Thursday night, having completed
their trip a day earlier than schedule.

—L ovyalist.

wg

‘Clarksville unit in September.
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ALFRED STATION, N. Y.

Word has been received that Harley
Sutton has been called to ordination by the
Nile Seventh Day Baptist Church, the serv-
ice to be held August 8.

Mrs. Harriett Van Horn, Mrs. Margu-
rite Palmiter, and Mrs. Eva Champlin at-
tended the Officers’ Council and Training -
School for Home Bureau officers at Inde-
pendence, Tuesday. Although the weather
was bad, a good attendance was present. It
was a very interesting and helpful meeting.
The council will meet with the West
Miss De-
lany of the state college was present with
her helpful talk.—Swun.

ALFRED, N. Y.

Daily Vacation Bible School Demonstration

Sabbath morning the students of the
Daily Vacation Bible School gave a demon-
stration program, which took the place of
the regular morning service. FEach class
had a part in the program and the exercises
showed the results of considerable time and
work spent in preparation.

The entire school marched in singing,
“Marching With the Heroes,” and after
reaching their place in the audience saluted
both the American and Christian flags. This
was followed by a song, “I Would Be
True.” Following the call to worship an-
other song was sung by the school, “This
Is My Father's World.” For the Scrip-
ture, Psalm 24 was recited by the school
and they sang the call to prayer. Pastor
A. Clyde Ehret offered prayer and the
school sang the benediction.

Pastor Ehret extended the right hand of
fellowship to those who were baptized the
week before, and also to several as associate
members.

Following the announcements and the of-
fering, Mrs. Flora Easton’s kindergarten
class extended the greetings to the audience.
Class No. 1 presented the play, “The Little
Lame Prince,” which was followed by the
congregation singing a hymn. Class No. 2
dramatized “Knights of the Silver Shield,”
and Class No. 3, “The Big Little Library.”

The school faculty was: superintendent,
Neal Mills; fifth and sixth grades, Mrs. W.
D. Stanton; third and fourth grades, Miss
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Erma Burdick; first and second grades,
Miss Flora Burdick; kindergarten, Mrs.
Flora Warren Easton. '

In the back of the church the hand work
done by the students was on display, all of
which showed much training.

Rev. and Mrs. O. S. Mills, Miss Ewell
Mills, and Neal Mills left yesterday for
Shiloh, N. J. Neal will conduct the Daily
Vacation Bible School and also supply the
pulpit of the Seventh Day Baptist church.
They expect to return to Alfred for Con-
ference in August.

Miss May Dixon of Salem, N. J., has
moved into rooms in the home of Dean and
Mrs. A. E. Main. She is the sister of Mrs.
Main and will make Alfred her {future
home.

An X-ray machine has been installed in
the Clawson Infirmary this past week. This
machine will be for the use of the students
of the university as well as Dr. R. O. Hitch-
cock. This has been a much needed equip-
ment in Alfred, as in case of an accident it
necessitated taking the patient to Hornell
for examination by X-ray.

President Paul E. Titsworth of Chester-
town., Md., was greeting Alfred {riends
over the week-end.

Mr. and Mrs. David Robinson of Zanes-
ville, Ohio, spent Sabbath day as guests of
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis F. Randolph. Miss
Marion Carpenter and little Dorothy ac-
companied them to De Ruyter, where they
are visiting Mrs. Robinson’s parents, Rev.
~and Mrs. T. J. Van Horn.

Orra S. Rogers writes from Scotland

The following letter of interest with re-
gard to the travels of Mr. and Mrs. Orra S.
Rogers was written July third, Royal Hotel,
Invergordon, Scotland.

We are now upin the Highlands of Scot-
land, a couple hundred miles north of Glas-
gow. We are charmed by the scenery of
- the country and the old relics and their his-
torical connection. Yesterday we visited
the battlefield of Culloden, which is the bat-
tle in which Prince Charles of Scotland was
defeated and Scotland came under the Eng-

- though there had been more.

lish rule. We also visited the ‘“druid cir-

cles” which are of pre-historic origin. These

relics were here when the Romans came in
the first century; but whether they were

fortresses, places of worship or what, no-

body seems to have any idea. One place
where we went there were three of them in
very good state of preservation and several
scattering stones standing in the field as
In other
places there are a few of the upright stones
standing. The stones are very regular and
about three feet wide, one foot thick and
eight to ten feet above ground, and must be
several feet in the ground too—to have
kept them standing through the ages. We
had tea last night with an old gentleman
who had been ‘“head master” of one school
for fifty-two years, now retired on a pen-
sion, and I asked him what he thought of
their age, origin, etc., and he said “his only
conjecture was that they were here before
the time of Adam as set forth in the Bible.”

We visited the Roman camp, ‘“Tremon-
tium.” down near Edinburgh .one day last
week, and the date on the monument was
A. D. 8. There is the outline of a foot
there. We have visited Scott and Burns
counties and have seen the houses where
they are supposed to have lived. All very
interesting. One of the strange things about
this country up here is the time it gets dark.
The sun does not set wuntil after nine
o'clock, and then there is a long twilight.
We often go to bed at ten-thirty or eleven
o’clock without turning on the light. We
were out about ten o'clock last night and
watched the young people play tennis. Ev-
erybody else in the town seemed to be
a-bed. This is a town of about two thou-
sand. is one of the first of the country, and
a fishing and farming center.

The buildings in Scotland, except a few
modern ones of stucco, are all of stone and
mostly covered with slate. The hills and
mountains are beautiful. There are still
many patches of snow on the mountains.
The principal industry in the country dis-
tricts is sheep raising. It rains very fre-
quently here so that the pastures are very
luxuriant, and there are three or four times
as many shé€ep to the acre as in the United
States.

We are going back to Inverness this af-

ternoon. Inverness is the chief city of this
part of Scotland. We will stay there over
the week-end and then go down the canal
by boat to Oban the chief city on the west
coast in the north. We expect to get back
to Edinburgh about Wednesday or Thurs-
day and go down on Friday to Lake Coun-
try of England for the week-end and then
on to London.

Edinburgh is a very beautiful and fine
city. We saw the Prince of Wales there
last week, amd the King and Queen are to
be there all of next week, and we hope we
may get sight of them.—Sun.

MILTON JUNCTION, WIS,

Two of our young people received de-
grees from Milton College, James Craw and
Trevah Sutton; Gladys Sutton was gradu-
ated from the school of music.

We had eleven representatives from the
Christian Endeavor society at the state
convention held at Endeavor, Wis. The
convention was in the form of a pilgrimage
to this village, named in honor of Christian
Enceavor. (CORRESPONDENT.

MILTON, WIS.

Professor and Mrs. W. T. Crandall of
Ithaca. N. Y., are visiting his sisters, Miss
Alberta Crandall and Mrs. Ellen Place.
Dr. G. W. Post and family, Mrs. Nettie
Goodrich, Miss Lois Goodrich, and Mrs.
Carrie E. Davis picnicked at Geneva l.ake

with Mr. and Mrs. W. M. Davis, Sunday.

afternoon. Dr. and Mrs. Howell Randolph
and two children are wvisiting Mrs. Ran-
dolph’s parents, Rev. and Mrs. John
Walker Findley in West Lafayette, Ind.
They expect to visit Mrs. L.. C. Randolph
before returning to their home in Phoenix,
Ariz.—Alfred Sun.

LETTER FROM BOULDER, COLO.

QOur Daily Vacation Bible School was
well attended by nearly forty happy, eager
children. Owur youngsters have looked for-
ward to 1t all the year, since the closing of
the first school last year. One darling girl
is looking forward to-the time when she can
teach. She is fifteen, and one day when

one of our teachers was i1ll she took the
class, and was so happy in doing it. We
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had devoted teachers and supervisors. Dor-
cas Daggett had charge, as you may know.
Some of our people went several miles to
get their children to attend. Our pastor

-(Rev. Ralph H. Coon) and Geneva Saun-

ders took turns getting one family. Ge-
neva Hummel filled her car each morning,
driving five miles and leaving work on the
farm at home. She stayed all morning, tak-
ing back at noon seven or eight children
with her own little daughter and one of the
young teachers. It means a great deal for
the wife of a farmer to spend five fore-
noons each week for three weeks away
from her home at this time of year.

This week (of July twenty-first) the
camp in Big Thompson is in session. Aboit
forty are there, 1 believe, aside from the
ministers - and two of our Denver women
who are over serving the meals. Our own
Mrs. Sutton, a very busy woman, planned
all the meals and bought the food. Our
pastor is very anxious for a deep spiritual
blessing to come to all who are attending.
For that we are praying. This Friday night
they will be down to start the Teen-Age
Conference. I do not know the exact num-
ber from North Loup and Nortonville. The
weather is perfect, and may they go home
with hearts filled with a deep desire to be
of real service in the kingdom of our Lord.
Boulder, we feel, has been richly blessed.

CORRESPONDENT.

PLAINFIELD, N. J.

The boys are returning from Lewis
Camp, in Rhode Island, today (Monday,
July 27). Tomorrow the girls are going to
camp for two weeks. Miss Marjorie Bur-
dick is to be the directress with Miss Ber-
nice Brewer assisting. Pastor and Mrs.
Jond will act as supervisors.

The Sabbath morning church service was
very interestingly and capably conducted by
the Christian Endeavor society. Frederik
Bakker conducted the service and made the
prayer. Frances Wells read the Scripture,
and John Reed Spicer read a paper on
“Hymns and Their Origin,” which was
composed by a few of the young people.

Secretary H. C. Van Horn, acting editor,
is making a trip to the southwestern field,
to conduct special meetings and attend as-
sociation.
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S WORK

REV. CLIFFORD A. BEEBE

NADY. ARK.
Contributing Editor

NATURE REVEALING GOD

Christian Endeavor Topic for Sabbath Day,
August 15, 1931
DAILY READINGS

Sunday—God’s providence (Matt. 6: 25-34)
Monday—God is a worker (John 5: 17)
Tuesday—God is all-powerful (Ps. 135: 1-6)
Wednesday—God is good (Ps. 104: 10-14)
Thursday—God is Creator (Gen. 1: 1-5)
Friday—Nature the revealer (Rom. 1: 20)
Sabbath Day—Topic: What nature teaches
about God (Ps. 147: 1-20)

“The heavens declare the glory of God.
and the firmament sheweth his handiwork.”

Did you ever go out on a crisp, snowy,
moonlight night and look up at the stars,
so cold and yet so comforting?
not feel that somewhere there was a Su-
preme Being directing it all? He is near
to us all the time, but I have felt him near-
est on such a night, when all were aleep
save myself, and perhaps a watch dog bark-
ing, far off in the distance.

We find God near in the tall, green for-
est, where the sunlight filters through in
dappled patches, and a clear, cool spring
oozes out from the roots of a giant oak, or a
dark deep bayou laps the sandy shore in
gentle rhythm. Somehow, though, God
seems nearer on the top of a high hill, with
the blue sky and the clouds above, than he
does in the deep valley.

“I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills,
From whence cometh my help?
My help cometh from the Lord,
Which made heaven and earth.”

We find God revealed to us in the minute
scales, arranged with utmost regularity, on
an Emperor moth’s wing; in the exquisite
coloring of an Alice Tiplady gladiolus; in
the downy form of a baby chick. He is not
alone revealed by nature in her majestic
moods; he can be found as well in a thun-
derstorm as on the calmest night, or quiet-
est noonday.

We can well exclaim with Millay—
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Did you

O God, I cried, no dark disguise

Can e’er hereafter hide from me

Thy radiant identity!

Thou cans’t not move across the grass
But my quick eyes will see thee pass,
Nor speak, however silently,

But my hushed “"voice will answer thee.
I know the path that tells thy way
Through the cool eve of every day;
God, I can push the grass apart

And lay my finger on thy heart!

QUESTIONS
What in nature best reveals God to you?
‘Can we prove from nature tHat there is a
God? What part does man play in God’s
plan of creation?

SONGS

This Is My Father’s World, Fairest Lord
Jesus, Bringing in the Sheaves, Now the
Day Is Over, Day Is Dying in the West,
and as a solo Kilmer’s “Trees.”

Make this a sunset meeting, if possible
on a hijllside, under the trees. Be sure vou
have a good song leader, and if any of the
Christian Endeavorers play musical instru-
ments that can be easily carried, bring them
along, and use them in a song service.

C. L. B.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR NEWS FROM
LITTLE GENESEE

DeEaArR ENDEAVORERS:

Last fall our Christian Endeavor society
held an “Original prayer meeting contest.”
The pastor gave a prize to the winner. The
contest proved to be very successful. Many
interesting meetings were held. Thinking
that perhaps the meetings might be of in-
terest and help to you, I will explain sev-
eral of them. -

The first meeting of the contest had for
the topic, “Making America Christian.”
The leader had drawn the map of America
on sheets of paper. These were folded with
the following words on the cover: “Making
America Christian—How ?”’ These were
passed to the members of the society and
the discussion followed. |

The next meeting, “Why Support th
Eighteenth Amendment? How?” was in
the form of a ballot meeting. Each mem-
ber received a slip of paper bearing, “Why
should we have prohibition?” We were
allowed time to think of our answers. Then

as we finished writing our answers we went
to the ballot box and cast our ballot. These
were later taken out for count and dis-
cussion.

“WHAT DOES BROTHERHOOD MEAN?”

About a week before the meeting each
society member had received a topic for her
or his short talk. Just before the meeting
each one received an odd shaped piece of
paper. On one side were revealed num-
bers, on the other queer lines and blots. All
papers were found different in size. The
leader brought before us a chart, which was
oblong in shape. Our eyes caught the
words ‘‘what does” above a large, drawn
circle, and the word ‘“mean?”’ below the
circle.

The leader then informed us that we
were to give our talks, as our slips of paper
indicated, commencing, of course, with No.
I. As each gave his talk, he handed the
slip of paper to the leader, who pasted it
on the circle. The chart when completed,
hore a circle enclosing the -word ‘‘Brother-
hood” and a cross, so that the completed
chart read, ‘“What Does Brotherhood
Mean ?”’

The circle stood for the world, the Cross
for Christianity.

| TRAIN MEETING
“THINGS WE SHOULD BE THANKFUL FOR”

As we came into the meeting room we
found that the chairs had been arranged
like a train coach. We discovered that the
seats were marked with the titles of each
one’s speech. (Topics had previously been
given out to us.) We of course had to sit
down 1n our respective places. The signs
were :

Thankful for God’s Forgiving Spirit

Thankful for Friends

Thankful for Love

Thankful for Church

Thankful for School

Thankful for Bible

Thankful for Food, Clothing, and Shelter.

We were told that for this journey we
were taking, " Jesus was our engineer, the
leader our porter, and our talks the tickets.

“OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO SPREAD THE
GOSPEL”
A simple drawing of a tower was made

on the blackboard by the leader. A ladder
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was then drawn up to the tower door. Over
the door was printed the word ‘‘Service.”

We were given clippings from which we
were to read and from which we were to
draw our speeches. As we talked, a phase
of our subject was written on a step of the
ladder. As the subject was broadened by
the various. members, the ladder was at last
full to the door of “Service.”

“THE BEST CHRISTMAS GIFTS”

Each person was named after Bible char-
acters, and as our names were called we
gave our thoughts on: “The best Christmas
gift we have,” or if we had Bible references
we told of the gift that our reference indi-
cated. As we gave our thoughts we laid
red paper hearts before a gold cross, indi-
cating that we were giving our hearts to
Christ as our best Christmas gift to him. .

A MUSIC MEETING
(The prize meeting)

“JOY TO THE WORLD”

The room was lighted by only candles
and a large star, lighted by electricity, that
hung on the wall. As the members came
in a black eighth note, quarter or half note
was given to them with the instructions to
“pin it on for decoration.”

Thanks to ‘“Aunt Metty” Babcock of

Milton, Wis.,, we were able to have given
the history of the Christmas carols. Most
of these were given during the song serv-
1ce.
About a week before the meeting eighth
notes were given to the Christian endeav-
orers. They were in booklet form. On
the cover the word, “Joy,” was formed
from musical characters.

On the inside was found:

You must B natural, B sharp, or C sharp,

Crescendo to your best.

Hold to and accent your talents.

Do not slur in your life, but be tied to your
convictions and ideals, or you’ll be double
flat.

We were instructed to tell at the meeting
how we could give joy to the world by car-
rying out these musical precepts.

(Note: All the musical terms used above
were represented by the appropriate sym-
bol.) :

Of course each person chose one of the
above phrases for his talk.




148 THE SABBATH RECORDER

As the members talked on their chosen
themes, the leader received and pasted the
black ‘“decorating notes” on a long treble
cleff staff. This proved to be a line or two
of “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” This,
of course, was sung.

The leader for the topic, “Things This
Year Has Taught Me,” gave out card board
school houses at the meeting, on which we
were to list the things this year had taught
us. These were read and discussed.

LerA CAROLINE CRANDALL,

Press Committee.
Little Genesee, N. Y.

INTERMEDIATE CORNER

REV. JOHN FITZ RANDOLPH

Intermediate Superintendent
Milton Junction, Wis.

Sabbath Day, August 135, 1931

-

DAILY READINGS

Sunday—Sabbath for rest (Exod. 20: 8-11)

Monday—For worship (Rev. 1: 9-11) .

Tuesday—Relief from work (Neh. 13: 15)

Wednesday—A day of helpfulness (Isa. 58:
13, 14 o

Thursdayl——A day of prayer and meditation
(Acts 16: 13-15)

Friday—A day of church fellowship (Heb. 10:

24, 25

Sabbath )Day-——Topic: Why do we need the
Sabbath? (Heb. 10: 19-25)

“The Sabbath Was Made For Man.”

Jesus told us that we needed the Sabbath
for our own good. This is not inconsistent
with the thought that our Sabbath keeping
is pleasing to God. It i1s remarkable that
all things that are really for our good are
pleasing to God. They do not conflict.
God has provided for our every need —
physical, mental and spiritual, and that in-
cludes the Sabbath.

Man needs regular rest, and the Sabbath
provides that rest. Rest is not always idle-
ness. Sometimes we think the Sabbath is
a busy day, nevertheless it gives us rest
from the every day toils and cares of the
week.

Man needs worship. We might become
so busy with the material things of life that
we would forget that there is anything else
—1forget even that we are more than ma-
chines ourselves. We need to recognize the
spiritual realities and our relationship to
God. Worship on the Sabbath helps us to

do that. '

We need to remember others and to help
them. We are apt to become all wrapped
up in our own needs and forget others. It
is when our minds are not too full of our
own ‘“busy-ness’ that we have time to think
of others. And it is when we are in the
presence of God that we realize that other
men are our brothers.

The Sabbath makes all this possible and
adds the opportunity of Christian fellow-
ship. We can rest alone at home; we can
worship in our homes, and should; we have
our own private charities; but we are so-
cial beings and the association with others
in any work adds zest, and the Sabbath
with its church service adds this fellowship
with others that wish to serve God and help
mankind.

Only those who have been deprived of
our Sabbath privileges fully realize our real
need of the Sabbath. 3

JUNIOR JOTTINGS

ELISABETH K. AUSTIN
Junior Christian Endeavor Superintendent

HELPFUL QUOTATIONS FOR JUNIOR
SUPERINTENDENTS

From The Junior Worker's Note Book,
By Mildreth Haggard.

““The child begins life with the capacity
for growth as a thinker, a feeler, and a
doer.”

“The Junior Christian Endeavor society
i1s not concerned in a program of ‘instruc-
tion about religion’ but in ‘educating (chil-
dren) in religion’ in producing ‘intelligent,
well-informed, skillful, co-operative, loyal
Christians.’
sort, ‘calculated to encourage and train to
proficiency in the doing of the things ex-
pected of good churchmen.” It develops
skill in the use of the Bible, participation
in worship, leading or taking part in meet-
ings, recreational programs, committee
work and service activities.” '

“The Junior leadership should be the

ablest and most consecrated in the church.
It offers an opportunity for service which
is second to none.”
more than he is.”
“A  Junior Christian Endeavor prayer
meeting carefully planned and reverently
conducted, will ‘develop love and loyalty to

“No one can teach

It is a project of a practical
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God, to his house, to his day, and to his
Book.”—They must be brought into the
presence of God. They must learn to know
him for themselves.”

“Committee training is vitally important
in the development of Christian character,

particularly in inspiring the spirit of serv-

ice which results in the performance of im-
mediate duties, the right use of God’s gifts,
and in world friendship.”

HYMNS AND THEIR ORIGIN

(A paper composed by three Christian endeav-
orers and read by John Reed Spicer at Sab-
bath morning service, July 25, in the Plain-
field church)

Let us consider now the writers of a few
of our hymns—a very few. Just as we store
the religious strains in our memory treasury
to be used in some hour when the soul is
feeling its spiritual poverty, so the poets
wrote the beautiful words when their souls
were feeling the same lack. We find that
each hymn was inspired by some experience
or impressive incident in the writer’s life.
In many cases sad and distressful conditions
were behind the hymns. We find that the
writers in a few cases acknowledge the writ-
ing of the words on an impulse without any
effort. The thoughts came from their souls,
and were caused by some deep emotion. I
am not considering any of the composers
of the music, but no doubt they were often
inspired by the words. The words so filled
them that the tunes in most cases seem to
have been written along with the words and
are a part of them.

The hymn which was sung so beautifully
a few minutes ago, “O Love that wilt not
let me go,” was written by George Mathe-
son, a native of Glasgow. He became blind
when twenty years old. This calamity in-
creased his thirst for learning, and he had
a_brilliant career at Edinburgh University.
He was later recognized as one of the fore-
most preachers and theologians, and as a
poet he holds a high place. 1 shall quote
what he says concerning the writing of the
hymn just mentioned. “It was written in
the manse of my former parish one summer
evening in 1882. It was composed with ex-
treme rapidity; it seemed to me that its
construction occupied only a few minutes,
and I felt myself in the position of one who

" themselves readily to music.

was being dictated to rather than of an
original artist. I was suffering from ex-
treme mental distress, and the hymn was
the fruit of pain.”

O love that wilt not let me go,

I rest my weary soul in thee,

I give thee back the life I owe

That in thine ocean depths its flow
May richer, fuller be.

Adelaide Anne Proctor was the daughter
of a popular writer who used the nom de
plume “Barry Cornwall.” Her pen name
was Mary Berwick. She wrote a great
deal and under her assumed name contrib-
uted by correspondence for three years to
“Household Words,” a weekly edited by
Charles Dickens. He never learned who
she was until one day three years after ac-
cepting her first piece, he happened to re-
mark to her parents, at whose home he was
dining, that the current issue of the weekly
had some particilarly good work bv Miss
Berwick. Miss Proctor, the erstwhile Miss
Berwick, was present but it was not until
the next day that Dickens learned who his
favorite contributor actually was. Her
hymns are not so popular as they deserve
to be, perhaps because they do not lend
As sacred
poetry the two pieces, “I do not ask, O
Lord, that life may be,” and “My God, I
thank thee who hast made,” are second td
none in all literature. A high authority has
remarked that the latter hymn, (the one we
sang in the opening service) touches the
chord of thankfulness in trial as perhaps no
other hymn has.

The other hymn which we have sung this
morning ‘““My Faith Looks up to Thee’’ was
written by Ray Palmer. He was born in
Little Compton, R. 1., in 1808, and died in
Newark, N. J., in 1887. He was well
known as a Congregational pastor and as
the secretary of the Congregational Union.

- He wrote this popular hymn at the age of

but twenty-two years, when he was teaching
to make money between college and divinity
school. He says that it was the expression
of his own longing at a time of great
trouble. After writing it in a short time
with great feeling, he put it away in his
pocket book, where it remained three years.
One day Lowell Mason, meeting him, asked
if he had anything to contribute to a col-
lection he was then compiling. The young
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man produced the old manuscript, which so
greatly pleased Mason that he later wrote
the music now used for it. A few days
afterward he met Palmer again, and said,
“Mr. Palmer, you may live many years,
and do many things, but I think you will be
best known to posterity as the author of
“My Faith LLooks up to Thee.”

Another feminine hymn writer was Cecil
Frances Alexander, a native of Ireland.
She was the wife of Dr. William Alexan-

. der, - bishop of Derry. She died at Loondon-

derry in 1895, at the age of seventy-eight.
Besides her hymns she wrote a number of
poems, the best known of them all being
“The Burial of Moses.” “Jesus calls us
o’er the tumult,” “Once in Royal David’s
City,” “All things bright and beautiful,”
“There is a green hill far away” are all
familiar hymns to us. They, as most of
hers, were written primarily for children
but have become popular with adults. She
saw that hymns for children should be not
only in plain language, but that thev shculd
be picturesque, and not confined to the se-
vere metres which had so long held pos-
session of the field. ,

“Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us” and
“Savior breathe an evening blessing’” were
written by J. Edmeston. Although he was
active in his profession as an architect 1n
London, he was able to write two thousgnd
hymns. Mrs. Edmeston died early, leaving
a large family, and in an effort to continue
her influence, the father often wrote hymns
for the family devotions.

Lead us, heavenly Father lead us

QO’er the world’'s tempestuous sea.
Guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us,

For we have no help but thee.

Yet possessing every blessing,
1f our God our Father be.

After reading “Salte’s Travels in Abys-
sinia” in which the following passage occurs,
“At night, their short evening hymn °Jesus
forgive us' stole through the camp,” Mr.
Edmeston wrote the following words:

“Savior, breathe an evening blessing
Ere repose our spirits seal.

Sin and want we come confessing;
Thou canst save, and thou canst heal.

Though the night be dark and dreary,
Darkness cannot hide from thee,

Thou art he who, never weary,
Watchest where thy people be.”

“ Abide with me” ranks with the best night

pieces of our literature. It was written by
Henry Francis Lyte, of Scotland. He was
a poet and clergyman, and early gave prom-
ise of a brilliant career ; but illness and mis-
fortune seemed to beset him. His great
hymns, however, grew out of these experi-
ences. He says that, ‘“Scarcely able to
crawl,” he went to his last communion at
Brixham, and after the service, as the dark-
ness gathered, he wrote this farewell hymn,
“Abide with me; fast falls the eventide.”
Today this hymn is found in almost all
hymn books, and from the churches, the
homes, from the forts, and the men of war,
of both great English-speaking nations, its
melody floats out on the Sabbath evening
air.

Sir Henry Williams Baker of London
was not only a baronet, but was also a cler-
gyman in active service. He was the author
of many hymns and was appointed chairman
of the committee which compiled and edited
that splendid collection known as “Hymns
Ancient and Modern.” “The King of
Love my Shepherd is,” one of his most pop-
ular hymns, i1s based on the twenty-third
Psalm and was published in 1868. The last
two lines of the third stanza were the words
uttered by their author a few moments be-
fore he died.

“And on his shoulder gently laid,
And home, rejoicing, brought me.”

We shall close the service by singing this
hymn. ‘

NOT FOR SELF

“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto
me.” —Matthew 25: 40.

Give me that loveliness that is undying:
The comrade look of welcome in mine eyes,
Of echo in my spirit for the sighing
Of every broken soul<beneath the skies,
The healing in my voice for pain or sorrow,
The beating in my heart for grief or love,
The open hand for all who come to borrow,
The judgment that is tempered from above.
Give me the deeper mind of understanding,
The feet that know the course and will not
swerve, .
The courage for the scepter of commanding,
The humble heart contented but to serve.
—Wilson McDonald.
We thank thee that none of us liveth unto him-
self,
But each is forever debtor, to thee and to his
brethren.
—From a Book of Prayers
- written for an Indian college.

CHILDREN’S PAGE
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MRS. WALTER L. GREENE, ANDOVER, N. Y.
Contributing Editor

HOW MY BIBLE HELPS ME
JAMEs 1: 22

Junfior Christian Endeavor Topic for Sabbath
Day, August 15, 1931

ELISABETH K. AUSTIN
Junior Christian Endeavor Superintendent

As Bill and Henry were leaving in Bill’s

new motor-boat for a trip on the St. Law-
rence, Bill's father handed him a little book,
which contained a folded chart of the river.
On it were marked the places to avoid, such
as shoals, rocks, and rapids, and on it were
also marked the safe course to keep. good
harbors, and gasoline stations. “Study your
guide-book, boys; follow it closely if you
want to have a rattling good time,” were his
parting words as he waved the boys
good-by.

Bill intended to obey his father’s direc-
tions after awhile, but in the excitement of
the start he decided that it was not neces-
sary to study the chart right away. “No
harm could come to them so soon,” he reas-
oned. Henry too seemed to think they could
begin their voyage without the aid of the
chart, and so self-confidently they went on,
only to find at noon that they were aground
on a shoal about a quarter of a mile off-
shore. Their shouts for help brought out
a boat to their rescue. They were finally
pulled off, but with a broken rudder, which
it took some time to repair, and so half of
their first day was spoiled. They decided
to remain overnight with the guide who
had befriended them. That night as they
sat on the little porch, their new-found
friend quizzically inquired, ‘“What did ye
run on that shoal for? Did ye have no
chart of the river?” Shamefacedly the
boys admitted they had, but that they
thought they didn’t need to study it at the
very beginning of their journey.

“Well now!” replied the old guide,
“you’re just like a lot of boys and girls who
mean some day to study God’s Guide-book
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for the voyage of life. It’s the Bible I
mean, you know. Lots of them decide just
as you did, that they don’t need to begin to
study it just at the beginning of life’s voy-
age, and so they go self-confidently on, get-
ting into one kind of trouble after another,
and spoiling the good time of youth, when
by following the Guide-book they might
have been happy and safe.”

Sobered by their experiences and the
captain’s words, the boys went on their way
in the morning, resolved not only to begin
at once to.study the river guide-book, but

also God’s great Guide-book for their ev-

ery-day lives,
(From *“Children’s Leader.”

N By per-
mission. ) :

OUR LETTER EXCHANGE
DEAR MRrs. GREENE :

I thought I would write you a letter and
tell you how much I enjoy the Children’s
Page. I surely enjoy reading the letters
and always look forward to the next issue.

I have several white Leghorn chickens
and a duck, a kitten, and a dog to play
with. One of the chickens, a little rooster,
was especially ‘““sassy.” Whenever anyone
would chase him he would run a little way

ahead and then stop and crow; then run
ahead again.

I will be in the ninth grade next year.
I have four miles to go to school. My lit-
tle brother will be in the first grade.

I will be fifteen years old the nineteenth
of October. I have two twins. One will

be fifteen, the other sixteen. Do I have any
more ?

I would be glad to hear from girls .and
boys all over the United States and other
places also, although I can hardly promise

to give the letters very prompt replies, es-

pecially while it is so hot, for it just takes
all the “pep” out of any one who isn’t used
to it. Nevertheless I hope to receive a pile
of letters soon.

I am sending a little poem which I think
would help most everyone.
Your friend,
, BARBARA EVELYN LANCASTER.
Marsland, Neb.,
July 16, 1931.

T ot Sty
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PROMOTION

Promotion comes to him who sticks
Unto his work and never kicks;
Who watches neither clock nor sun
To tell him when his work is done;
Who tells not by a stated chart,
-Defining to a job his part,

But gladly does a little more

Than he is remunerated for.

DEAR BARBARA:

Of course it pleases and encourages me
to have you say that you enjoy the Chil-
dren’s Page, and I am glad you-have begun
to do your part towards making it interest-
ing. I hope you will write very, very often.

I think you have some very nice pets. Do
you know, I feel that all young people
should have pets of some kind; that helps
to make them thoughtful and kind. Your
ILeghorn rooster must be quite funny. We
once had a Leghorn rooster which was any-
thing but funny, but that was more the
fault of some thoughtless boys in the neigh-
borhood who liked to tease him and make
him run after them. When Eleanor was
~only about four years old he had become so
cross that one day he chased her, knocked
her down, and tore her face quite badly, so
we had to get rid of him. Eleanor is four-
teen now, but she never forgets about that
rooster. She is only a little younger than
you for she will be fifteen March eleventh.
She isn't far from being your twin, is she?

I think it would be fine if RECORDER girls
and boys would correspond with other RE-
corDER children, for in this way they could
make many worthwhile friendships. I
think some have already done so.

I like your poem very much. I have
found it helpful and I am sure others will.

Sincerely your friend,

MizpaH S. GREENE.

Dear JaMmEs Davis:

It is a shame that I have not answered
your fine letter sooner, but I'll have to con-
fess that not having it before me last week
it skipped my mind until it was too late to
answer it.

I think your plan: for the mis-

paying

sionary debt is an -excellent one, and I
hope many of the RECORDER children have
followed it, not only boys ten years old, but
T’ll be anx-

both boys and girls of all ages.

“clogging the highways”
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ious to hear from you again and learn how

well you succeeded and how quickly in
earning your dollar. Wouldn’t,it be inter-
esting if all who have followed your plan
would write to.the Children’s Page and tell
how they earned the money?

It does my heart good to know that you
love the dear Father, for no one can be
perfectly happy who does not. May God

bless you, dear boy.
Your sincere friend,
MizpaH S. GREENE.

HITCH-HIKERS

BY HORACE M. DAVIS

“We passed hundreds of tramps on the
road,” says a writer in a current publica-
tion, in recounting an automobile tour of
Western states. He tells of cripples, old
men, boys, hale young men and women
while soliciting
rides in passing cars.

Without troubling to consult a lexicon
for a technical definition of the word
“tramp.” let us accept the common under-
standing, as a hobo, homeless, begging, wan-
dering without destination. Hitch-hikers
are not ‘‘tramps’ by that token, although
there are occasional hobos hoofing the high-
ways instead of trudging the railway ties.

Insurance companies warn us not to pick
up people on the roads. We read of rare
occasions when a befriended hiker has
turned Judas. Timid—may we add, sel-
fish—people are wont to defend their dis-
inclination to be Samaritans under the guise
of precaution or prudence. It is the privi-
lege of each driver, of course, to follow his
or her impulse in this regard and reap a
corresponding reward. But if a lonesome
driver uses some discretion as to whom and
when he takes in an itinerant wayfarer, he
may get a pretty fair cross-section of the
United States and see Main Street without
traveling its entire length.

The writer has recently driven to and
from some of the Western states and spent
very little of the time trekking alone. Not
one of our passengers was a tramp, al-
though we confess to having passed up two
or three men whose appearance suggested
that they might be too ‘““smelly’” to be wel-
come seat mates. One young man did rad-
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iate the attar of perspiration, but it did not
matter after he had said that he was re-
turning to his home after having served five
years in marine corps. He had money . in
his pocket and money in a bank. After
years at sea he craved a few weeks at navi-
gating on land. I learned more of current
commercial geography during his two-
hours’ ride than I remembered from the
days when the RECORDER’s editor and 1
studied from the same text-book, many
years ago. )

The next passenger was well dressed and
carried a small over-night bag. He was a
traveling missionary for the Mormon
Church. He was not persistent in preach-
ing the doctrines of the Latter Day Saints,
but he welcomed the opportunity to en-
lighten me and if he did not pay in cur-
rency for his ride he had the conscious feel-
ing that he had given the best he had to
offer.

A war veteran had run out of money and
had left his wife and babe in an institution-
in Lincoln, Neb., when his old car had
passed out. He had relatives in the central
part of the state and an uncle had offered
him work in the harvest. He had promised
to be there at a certain time and, despite the
car trouble, was doing the best he could to
be on time. I may meet up with him some
time when our conditions are reversed. I
doubt if I shall be able to better express my
appreciation of any courtesy shown me than
he unostentatiously evinced. And this cir-
cumstance affords opportunity to moralize:

Pretty much all of life, of social stand-
ing, and of place and power in the world are
relative. The magazine writer: who gazes
out of the windows of his speeding limou-
sine to see ‘‘tramps clogging the highways”
may in another hour be a perspiring pedes-
trian himself. Let his gasoline tank leak or
his ignition system ‘“go on the hummer”
and on his way into the next service station
he will welcome a pick up just as genuinely
as the hitch-hiker who has become accus-
tomed to snippy rebuffs from the aristo-
crats who have barely made the down pay-
ment on their second hand “flivvers.” And
again—who may say that anyone else “clogs
the highways” ? :

In our democracy we have been taught
that at least two functions of government

&
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are free by right rather than by privilege.
One is the school system that theoretically,
if not actually, affords each child an equal
opportunity to the rudiments of an educa-
tion. It is also fundamental that the state
shall furnish means of transportation. “Ev-
ery man has a right to a road out,” was a
chimney-corner statute in the old homestead
days in Nebraska. We all pay our taxes
primarily for police protection in our per-
son and for our property; we are taxed for
the support of our common school system
and for the maintenance of free roads. If
our critic had referred to the commercial
trucks “clogging the highways” there would
be many more to agree with his complaint.

This is not the proper place to discuss
the cause and effect of the unfortunate eco-
nomic condition that has driven many wor-
thy, industrious men to resort to ‘““Shank’s
mares’’ this .summer to get from one sec-
tion of the country to another. A man out
of a job naturally wearies of his discourag-
ing location and looks to the foot of a dis-
tant, beckoning rainbow. Omne hiker of-
fered a plausible story about being suddenly
summoned to the bedside of a sick father
in Oklahoma. I didn’t have to believe him,
so did not; but I did learn from him why
California dairymen prefer to employ
Portuguese, and he gave me a bird’s-eye
view of the activities centering around Los
Vegas, Nev., where ten thousand pieces of
human driftwood are drinking, gambling,
praying, cursing, singing, and waiting for
work to open on Hoover Dam.

A married man from the hills of eastern
Tennessee was trudging toward New Mex-
ico or Arizona. A wife and two children
were half starving in a tenant house on a
tobacco farm, praying that the husband and
father might arrive in time to get relief
for his bleeding lungs. From his simple,
quaint account I learned that Andrew
Johnson’s old tailor shop stood in his town
with the goose just where “Andy” had left
it when he first went to the capital to be
governor, and that the old mansion still
stands to which he returned after a stren-
uous and patriotic term as President of the
United States.

One passenger was a 1931 law school
graduate on his way to take charge of a
Y. M. C. A. camp at a mountain resort.




S

154 THE SABBATH RECORDER

There were many other interesting charac-
ters but I shall tell of just one more. It
was on a Sunday morning in western Ne-
braska. Church services were probably be-
ing held in an isolated country school build-
ing near Fort McP%rson. What appeared
to be a mere boy was gingerly walking in
the deep sand at the side of the road. He
did not invite a ride from me or from the
other cars that were leaving the school

house, but his appreciation when I stopped
was enough pay for my trouble and loss

of time. He told me that he had just come
to be twenty-one years of age; that he had
been in a runaway when fourteen years old
and a load of heavy planks had crushed his
chest and retarded his growth. He was one
of a large family living on a sparse home-
stead “in the hills.” They had come from
“down East,” (probably one hundred fifty
miles away, in Kansas) when he was a
baby. He had never been fifty miles away
since then. The night before he had col-
lected $8 for a month’s work for a neigh-
hor. He had purchased a pair of overalls
for $1.25, a hickory shirt for seventy-five
cents, a cap for fifty cents, a pair of shoes
for $2 and a kerchief, such as cowboys wear
knotted about their necks, for fifty cents,
and a pair of cotton socks for twenty-five
cents. The hose were folded and in his
pocket while his feet were as sockless as
those boasted of by the Honorable Mr.
Simpson of Kansas. It seems that he had
bought a comb and a jackknife, but I do re-
member that he displayed a piece of chew-
ing tobacco that he.thought would last .him
until autumn. I asked him about a monu-
ment that had recently been erected at the
top of Sioux Lookout and he took great
pains in telling me the best way to reach
the site. He even went so far as to say
that if I wanted to reach it closely he would
get out and walk the rest of the way to his
destination to save me driving a mile or so
further. He told me with some pride that
he had given his mother a half-dollar out of
his month’s earnings, his brother a quarter,
and his sisters a dime each. He was on his
way to a-.ranch, twenty-five miles north of
the Platte River, where he hoped-to get a
job as “horse wrangler” for the” hay mak-
ers. He wanted to buy me a bottle of pop
at the wvillage where he disembarked. He
had $1.30 left, but he felt rich and inde-

pendent and his frail, little body was front-
ing the world of hard labor and rough liv-
ing with a courage and good cheer that
should serve as an example for many folks
with larger opportunities and wider fields.

The hitch-hiker is a “stranger within
your gates.” He is a human being, moti-
vated by reasons of his own, whether real
or 1magmed for going from one place to
another. just as the driver of a comfort-
able automobile is going from one place to
another. In the driver who sees a “tramp”
the hitch-hiker sees a snob. Stock markets
crash, banks fail, and the wheel of political
fortune takes reverse-English. When these
unfortunate circumstances come to men
without preparation or warning, the aristo-
crat of today may find himself tomorrow
envying the “tramp,” who may be blessed
by knowing a trade, or, at least, is not too
proud to work. Not all who walk are
tramps and not all who stand at our gates
are pariahs.

Lincoln, Neb.

TRAVELING WITH GOD

My plans were made, 1 thought my path all
bright and clear,

My heart with song o’erflowed, the world seemed
full of cheer.

My Lord I wished to serve, to take him for my
guide,

To kee;zl so close that I could feel him by my
side,

And so I traveled on.

But suddenly, in skies so clear and full of light,

The clouds fell thick and fast, the days seemed:

changed to night;

Instead of paths so clear and full of things so
sweet,

Rough things and thorns and stones seemed all
about my feet,

I scarce could travel on.

I bowed my head and wondered why this change
should come, :

And murmured—“Lord, is this because of aught
I’ve done?

Has not the past been full enough of pain and
care?

Why should my path again be changed to dark
from fair?”

But still 1T travel on.

I listened—quiet and still, there came a voice—

“This path is mine, not thine, I made the choice;

Dear child, this service will be best for thee and
me,

If thou wilt simply trust and leave the end to
me.”

And so we traveled on.

—Selected.

OUR PULPIT

WHAT CAN WE KNOW?

BY EVERETT T. HARRIS
Pastor of the church at Waterford, Conn.

(Given at the Southeastern Association at the
‘ young people’s hour)

SERMON FOR SABBATH, AUGUST 15, 1931
Text—]John 9: 25. |

- -

-a-aia>

! ORDER OF SERVICE

HymnN
INvOoCATION
REspPpoNsSIVE READING
HymnN
i SCRIPTURE READING—]John 9: 13-38
PRAYER
HyMmN
‘ NoTicEs AND OFFERING
SERMON
{ BENEDICTION
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oning, “Whether he be a sinner or no, I
know not: one thing I know, that, whereas
I was blind, now I see.” And a few min-
utes later he came to the conclusion that
Jesus was not a sinner but indeed the Son
of God and the cured man worshiped Jesus.

It is refreshing in this time of scientific
uncertainty when we are expecting at any
time to be told not to believe this or that
because scientists have learned something
different ; in this time when people are say-
ing, “Well, I don’t know, that may be
right, but then again I guess this is right”’;

. - -

i

“One thing I know, that, whereas I was
blind, now I see.”

It was on a beautiful Sabbath day and
Jesus was passing by. He had compassion
on a blind man and healed him. Immedi-
ately the cured man began praising Jesus
as was to be expected.

However, the Pharisees had had enough
of this praising of Jesus, and they decided

‘to put a stop to it by making an example

of this man. So they went to his parents
and asked them who cured their son. The
parents suspected something and  said:
“The young man is of age, go ask him.” So
the Pharisees went to the cured man and
asked the same question. The cured man
answered that a prophet—a man of God—
had cured him. But—the Pharisees reas-
oned—it is a sin to cure on the Sabbath and
God would not be with a sinner. The cured
man answered according to their own reas-

Jesus has cured me.
you want about his divinity, but this much

when people are wavering and wavering; I
say it is refreshing to find this poor, ignor-
ant fellow in the Bible who comes out point
blank and says, “l know” something. I
know that I was blind and now this man
You can theorize all

I know, I am a cured man.”
In this far-off twentieth century the life

and death of Jesus Christ often seem like a
beautiful

thought occasionally comes, in spite of us,
“Can it really be true?”

story, dim and unreal. The

It is always dif-
ficult to realize something we have not

sensed.

We are told that Europe lies just beyond

the Atlantic Ocean and we have pictures
of 1t;
is there?

fooling us.
things on.faith?
faith and get aboard a ship and go see for

but still, how can one know that it
Perhaps everybody has been

Don’t we have to take some
We must take Europe on
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ourselves before we will know. Even so
with Jesus Christ. Faith in him—faith ob-
tained by the testimonies of others perhaps,
or from the testimony of the Bible—is ab-
solutely necessary as one starts out in the
quest for him. But no one ever startqd
out in good faith, but found him, for he 1s
there waiting. We have not seen him nor
put our fingers in the prints of the nails
as did Thomas, yet we know that he 1s
there. We can see his genuineness in the
results produced in the lives of those who
find him.

There are those historical-minded ones
who would like to have some definite proof
of the actuality of Jesus Christ. They would
like to know how does Jesus withstand the
searching criticism of today, and I believe
they have a right to ask the question. Do
we have to accept Jesus Christ blinded and
not inquire too closely, or does he stand
the test of criticism?

The following facts are presented in the
hope that they will help some young person
who has had any questioning in mind re-
garding the historicity of Jesus. There is
very little contemporary history of the time
of Jesus, but Tacitus, a Roman historian of
the first century, speaks of Jesus and his
followers in Jerusalem, “who are giving
the Roman governors much trouble because
of the disturbances between these Chris-
tians and the Jews.” So here we have a
Roman historian who must have been
fooled if there were no Jesus.

Again, we see Paul and the immediate
disciples (Peter, James and John) disputing
over a seemingly small affair. The disci-
ples are claiming superiority over Paul be-
cause they have seen Jesus. If the whole
Bible were a made-up story they certainly
would have left out the petty little quar-
rels; and this particular quarrel shows that
the disciples had seen Jesus in the flesh.

There is no denying that within a few
years after the death of Jesus, Christians
are to be found in the histories of all the
countries round about Jerusalem, and these
histories are full of accounts of men who
have been persecuted and killed because
they persisted in worshiping a God-man
whom they called Jesus. Men do not die

for a myth; men do not let the finger of

scorn be pointed at them when there is
nothing behind it. -

Many a man has started out to prove
Jesus Christ a myth, an invention of men’s
minds, and has come out a strong believer.
A certain man who was always doubting
everything went to see the Grand Canyon.
He stood and looked down into that awful
abyss for a moment and then turned and
said, “Say, something must have happened
here.”

All that T ask one to do is to take a long
look at Jesus Christ, notice the trend of his-
tory up to his time, notice the whole change
of center from his time on. One can only
point his finger to a definite place in his-
tory, about A. D. 30, and say, ‘“Something
must have happened here.”

The fact of Jesus Christ is undoubtedly
true. What we need is a fuller realization
of that fact, to take him so fully into our
hearts and minds that we can say, “I know
that my Redeemer liveth.”

And then there is a step even beyond that
—to stop knowing about Christ and start
knowing Christ, and to start living as
though we knew him. It is all very well
to have a mand belief, but it means more to
have a heart belief in Christ.

Take a few examples of heart belief—
a belief that means something—a belief
that makes a difference. We see a huddled
group down there in the arena of Rome;
the crowds are shouting and laughing and
pointing fingers of scorn at a little band
of men and women. Notice the groups;
some are kneeling; some are standing up-
right with arms extended to heaven. These
are Christians of the first century awaiting
their death. Do you suppose they would
say, “Well, yes, I guess I'm a believer in
Christ, but on the other hand perhaps he 1s
just a myth.” No, no! They knew. They
could say, “This much I know, that where-
as I was blind, now I see and I'll die for
the man who helped me to see, that others
too may see.”

Take Stephen as he is about to be stoned.
A great light shines from his face so that
Saul, who afterward changed his name to

Paul, sees the glory of God shining from

Stephen’s face. And in the {ollowing
months that face haunts Saul night and day.
Do you suppose Stephen, about to be

~weather.

stoned, was in doubt about the reality of
Christ? No, Stephen knew.

The heroes of Christianity have all been
men of great faith, a faith founded on
strong convictions. Perhaps science would
have us keep our minds open and not be
dogmatic, but unless someone had been will-
ing to stand on his own legs and say, “I
know this is right, and I intend to stand
for it, come what will”’; unless someone had
been willing to do that, we would not have
religious freedom today, or half the bless-
ings which we do have.

Perhaps we will be forced to suffer for
our convictions, but what if we do? Christ
also suffered for his convictions, and we
are his followers. Peter says, what thanks
have you if you suffer when you have done
wrong, even sinful men do that—but suf-
fer for righteousness’ sake, have a belief
that makes a difference.

This world is so constituted that it
doesn’t wait while we make up our minds.
We can stand and look at our watch and
miss a train. We can pass into this life
and never stand for anything, never make-
up our minds, and pass off the other side
of the stage, all while we are wavering,
wavering, wavering. '

A workman made a wonderful compass.
He made it mechanically perfect. It would
swing to the north under all conditions of
It was indeed a fine piece of
work. Then, he placed the compass in a
ship, a fine, trim craft that would ride the
seas. But the ship rode at anchor, and
rode at anchor, month after month, and
year after year, until finally it rotted and
was gone. Tell me, friends, of what value
were the perfect compass and the trim craft ?
Many a man has had the right belief about
Christ, about the Sabbath, about what he
should do, and he has had a good healthy
body with which to carry out his right be-
liefs, but—he wavered and wavered, has
put off taking some definite action, has
failed to stand for anything in life until he
just ‘“‘dropped through a crack in the floor”
and the world never knew he lived, and God
himself had hard work to remember that
he ever created that man. |

Oh, for more men and women who can
and will stand on their own legs, who will
have a belief that makes a difference, that
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costs sometﬁing—men and women who will
say, “This much I know; Jesus Christ has
helped me to see a new way of life and I

will follow that way of life no matter what
it costs.”.

MINISTERS’ WIVES

I am one of them. I think well of them
in general, both from my acquaintance with

~others and from personal knowledge of

myself. This statement seems egotistical,
yet often—

“Things are not what they seem.”

In justification of so satisfactory a de-
cision, I have to say that I never got a par-
ish into an uproar but once, and never quar-
relled with my nearest neighbors but twice,
and both of those times the blame was
wholly on the neighbors’ side.

As a class, however, or as individuals, we
are not perfect. I have always known that
some ministers’ wives were not judicious.
One of my predecessors had the habit of
speaking when she ought to keep silent,
while her predecessor sometimes kept si-
lent when 'she ought to speak. One of my
successors wore dresses of too costly mater-
ial and too stylishly made, and the minister’s
wife in a neighboring parish dressed quite
too poorly and had no style whatever.

It 1s also said that many of us are not as
agreeable as we ought to be. It has been
suggested that, as a class, we are too plain
looking to be agreeable; but this view of
the subject has two sides. I know that
Shakespeare gave personal beauty a promi-
nence by saying, |
“There’s nothing ill can dwell in such a temple,

If the ill spirit have so fair a house
Good things will strive to dwell with it;:”

And Ben Jonson thought that,

“Who sees a soul in such a body set,
Might love the treasures for the cabinet.”

But in spite of these two great poets, and
others that might be mentioned, I respect
any class of men, especially ‘ministers, who
give goodness, instead of beauty, the pref-
erence. It shows good judgment. 1 re-

member that one saintly minister ventured
to marry a young wife who was both good
and beautiful, and his parish directly turned
the cold shoulder to him for ignoring the
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custom of the past; and no minister who
knew this brother’s fate ever dared follow

so dangerous an example!

Ministers’ wives have a better opportun-
ity to be criticised, and to hear the criti-
cisms passed upon them, than most other
people. This is healthful. It is not always
pleasant to see ourselves as others see us,
but 1t does

“From many a blunder free us
And foolish notion.”

It sometimes occurs, though rarely, that
the people get erroneous ideas of their min-
isters’ wives. An expectation once pervaded
the minds of one parish before my arrival,
that I should probably monopolize the time
in prayer meetings. I never could under-
stand why such a mistaken notion should
have existed, because I never made a long
speech in my life. I neither believe in long
prayers nor long sermons. Doubtless it
originated with some of the brethren who
had talent in that direction, believing, as
did a pious old lady years ago, who said
when reproved for taking too much time
in prayer meetings: “If the Lord gives any-
body anything to say, he generally gives
them time to say it!”

Then the relation the minister’'s wife
ought to hold toward the sewing society
and other organizations, is still an unset-
tled question in the parishes, but not in
my own mind. I have had my experiences
with them. At one place the Ladies’ Aid
society expected I should want to do much
managing. I believe in sewing societies. I
know there are rumors of gossip and too
much talking when so many women get to-
gether, but no one can depend upon rumors.
Besides, our society had a by-law prohibit-
ing slander. I do not think the minister’s
wife ought' to be president of the sewing
societies. I do not think the minister should
be chairman of the finance committee. 1
refused to be president of the Ladies’ Aid
society where it was expected I would want
to do too much managing, and some of the
sisters said they hoped the next minister’s
wife would be some help to them. I hoped
so too, and she was. At our next appoint-
ment, I decided against my judgment to
take the presidency of every organization
that was offered me. 1 soon became thank-
ful that there were but seven days in a

week, for had there been ten I should have

~ been president of ten societies instead of

seven. As it was, I had all I could manage.
I ran against snags in six of them, but I did
the best I could. I am as yet undecided
whether too little or too much managing is
inore desirable, but I incline to the former.

Fault is sometimes found with the min-
isters’ wives for not exerting the right in-
fluences over the ministers. The people
once wanted my husband to vote for Mr.
Smith for justice of the peace, and he voted
for Mr. Brown. The opinion prevailed that
he wanted to vote for Mr. Smith, but that
my objections triumphed, and therefore he
voted for Mr. Brown. What hard things
to deal with half truths are!
a half truth. Mr. Brown was my candi-
date. If I had been a voter I should have
voted for him. There 1s a great deal in a
name, and every one knows that the name
of Brown is more euphonious than that of
Smith. I own to a sensitiveness regarding
names. One parish objected to my husband
as their preacher because of his name. Since
then I have made euphony a study. But,
notwithstanding my choice of candidates, I
did not feel called upon to dictate in this
matter. Until ministers are legally disfran-
chised, I think it amounts to little to strug-
gle against their individual votes, most of
them claiming the rights of citizenship. Be-
sides I should be greatly chagrined to know
that a husband of mine had no opinion of his
own regarding the candidates for justice
of the peace.

But ministers’ wives do have faults that
are not imaginary.
of them with which I am too familiar, but
it 1s neither easy nor pleasant to recount
one’s own short-comings; hence I do not
present these to the public. However, they
are sufficiently numerous and important to
set me to thinking, and I have come to be-
lieve that we have human natures very much
like other people. 1 have also been led to
coincide in the belief of a colored woman,
who, years ago, presented herself as a can-
didate for admission in one of the orthodox
churches of New.Hampshire. One of the
questions asked her during the examination
was, “What do you think of human na-
ture?”’ “I think it is awful nasty stuff,”
was the original, if inelegant, reply.

Now, this was -

I might speak of some °
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What are we ministers’ wives to do with -
I do not agree with-

our human natures?
one thoughtful lady, who sees that one way
to avoid the matrimonial Scylla or Charyb-
dis which wrecks the usefulness or popu-
larity of so many ministers is by their adop-
ting the custom of celibacy of the Roman
priest. Still less do I agree with a most
worthy gentleman who suggests that the
proper place for some of us is the bottom
of the Red Sea, for we should certainly
share the fate of the old Egyptians and be
drowned.

It is not for me to say how much the par-
ish might do toward improving the relation
of ministers’ wives to the people. We are
responsible for our own failings and fail-
ures, but there is a remedy that has been
beneficial under all circumstances. It has
been proved over and over again. I once
saw a spirited young lady placed in a pe-
culiarly annoying position by the thought-
lessness of some acquaintances. I expected
to hear the indignation of the lady express
itself in angry retort. Instead, she uttered
no word, nor made a movement that sug-
gested the resentment which she must have
felt. T said to her later, “Kate, how could
you endure such treatment so heroically ?”
“Give me no credit,” was her immediate re-
ply, “it is all due to my religion.” Minis-
ters’ wives need a great deal of religion.
That will make rough places smoother and
dark days brighter. It will change discord
into harmony, and ugliness into beauty. It
will enable us to “judge not lest we be
judged.” It will help us to “cast the beam
out of our own eyes,” so that we can see
clearer to cast the mote out of our sisters’

eyes.—A4 Pastor’'s Wife, in C. Index.

FROM THE WOMAN’S CHRISTIAN
TEMPERANCE UNION

In the face of the crazy wet charges that

American students are a lot of drinkers,
and that the situation could be changed for
the better by adopting the foreign systems
of unlimited booze, it is highly interesting
to note that the “Isis,” student paper pub-
lished at Oxford University, Eng., claims
that there is “a more constant high level of
Intoxication than anywhere else in the

. world.” '

English newspapers reachihg the United

&

States in the past few days have Quoted the
Oxford undergraduate paper as follows:

It was G. K. Chesterton, who said, we think,
that you should drink because you are happy. It
was Omar Khayyam, we are sure, who inti-
m?lted that you should drink because you are
sad. :
People in Oxford (and by that we mean un-
dergradua}es) drink for neither of these reasons
—they drink out of habit, for the gentlemen at
residence ‘at this university are rarely happy and
are rarely sad.

It would be going too far to say that they are
mainly drunk, because, for all we know, some
of them are drunk only very rarely, and some
(for all we know) are never drunk at all, but
the fz}ct remains (apart from Buenos Aires, and
the higher circles of Chicago) there is a more
constant high level of intoxication in Oxford
than anywhere else in the world.

For Oxford is full of young men who for the
first time in their lives have been released from
the suspicious tutelage of wary and argus-eyed
school-masters, and a sudden liberty is invariably
the prelude to the most remarkable folly. But
apart from all this, there is an extraordinary tra-
dition of drink in this town—this “gate-way to
heaven,” this “city of the Muses,” this “Mecca of
learning.” :

The tradition is not conventionalized ; the ways
and means are legion. There are those who
drink on Saturday evenings; there are those who
drink after a long and arduous course of physi-
cal discipline (these are horrid) ; there are those
who do not drink mildly all day. There are—
as we have observed—those who do not drink
at all. But these are a rare race, and they have
to bear with all the equanimity at their command
the curious stare of their more volatile contem-
poraries.

A TRUE STORY

At a recent meeting of the Jacksonville,
Fla., Humane Society, the humane officer
told the following story:

I have a hero I want to mention. He is
none other than a large police dog owned
by a woman in Springfield. He located a
cat out in a back lot with its head in a tin
can that it could not get off, so he went
to the house for help. At first members of
the family did not know what he wanted
but he kept on until he got them to go with
him and he led them to the poor cat. It
would have been impossible for the cat to
have got the can off its head. The peo-
ple called me and I soon had it out of its
bad fix. The dog acted as though he was

glad to get help. However they were not

friends, for as soon as the cat was liberated

it wanted to put up a fight.

—QOQur Dumb Animals.
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DEATHS

Pierce.—Samuel Stennett Pierce, son of Samuel
Stennett and Jane Hall Pierce, was born at
Teaubeau Point, ILake Koskonong, near
Milton Junction, Wis.,, April 7, 1860, and
died at his home at Charley Bluff, Lake
Koskonong, also on the old home place,
July 18, 1931, in his seventy-second year.

Mr. Pierce was the third generation of Samuel
Stennetts in his family, his father and grand-
father bearing the same name. The name was
adopted by the family in early days on account
of a friendship with Rev. Samuel Stennett, D.D.,,
of a large family of Sabbath-keeping Baptist
ministers of London, England.

On December 25, 1882, he was married to Hat-
tie E. Estee who survives him. To them were
born five children: Grace Kerchoff of Milton
Junction; Henry Pierce of Newville, Wis.; Ona
Woolstrom, Milton Junction; Gailen Pierce, Ed-
gerton, Wis.; and Clarence Pierce of Fulton,
Wis. These all survive him, also nine grand-
children and two great-grandchildren, and one
brother, Herbert L. Pierce, Fort Atkinson, Wis.

He was a member of the local Masonic Lodge.

A few years after his marriage he was con-
verted in revival meetings conducted by Rev.
Geo. W. Hills at Milton Junction. He was bap-
tized and united with the Rock River Seventh
Day Baptist Church, now extinct.

Mr. Pierce had many friends and enjoyed
their expression of that friendship in their calls
at his home in his declining days. These many
friends will feel a loss in his departure and will
express their sympathy to the bereaved family.

Farewell services were held at the home at
Charley Bluff and at the Seventh Day Baptist
church at Milton Junction, July 20, 1931. Serv-
ices were in charge of the pastor, Rev. John
Fitz Randolph, assisted by Rev. Edwin Shaw of
Milton, Wis. Interment was made at Milton
Junction, the Masons having charge of the com-
mittal service. J. F. R.

‘Sabbath School Lesson VII.—August 15, 1931
SowiNG AND ReapriNG.—Galatians 6: 1-10.

Golden Text: “Be not deceived; God is not
mocked : for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall
he _also reap.” Galatians 6: 7.

DAILY READINGS

August 9—Sowing and Reaping. Galatians 6: 1-10.

August 10—Timely Admonitions. Proverbs 23:
15-23. :
August 11—Sowing Tares. Matthew 13: 24-30.
August 12—Temperate Living. Titus 2: 1-8.
August 13—Social Responsibility.

13-23.
August 14—Life’s Harvest. Romans 2: 1-11.

August 15—Woes of the Wicked. Isaiah 5:11-15.

(For Lesson Notes, see Helping Hand)
: H

Romans 14:
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- Courses leading to the degrees of Bachelor of Arts and

Bachelor of Philosophy and to a certificate in music.

.. Milton College endeavors to maintain the quality and

ideals of the American Christian college. Its volunteer

ghggssanl _fzrga%atlfox:d are ?la't and largely influence the
ife. ¢ taculty of twenty men

thorougl_:ly trained teacths. y men and women are

The institution has five buildings and an attractive
campus of eight acres. _Its graduates have a high rating
in graduate and professional schools as well as in public
school teaching,

The School of Music provides excellent courses in theo-
retical music; and affords opportunities for individual study
In organ, piano, violin, and voice. Glee Club and Chorus
singing are special features.

For fuller information, address

- W. D. BURDICK
ACTING PRESIDENT

Milton, Wisconsin

Alfred, N. Y.

EPARTMENT of Theology and Religious Education,
Alfred University. Catalog and further informa-
tion sent upon request.

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY ENDOWMENT FUND
Alfred, N. Y.

For the joint benefit of Sal d Mi

Alfred University. ® cm and Milton qulega and

.The Seventh Day Baptist Education Society solicits

gifts and bequests for these denominational colleges.

IBLE STUDIES ON THE SABBATH QUESTION.
B l?y Dean _Arthur E. Main, D.D., of Al?red Univer-
sity. Third edition, revised, cloth, $1.00 postpaid.
American Sabbath Tract Society, Plainfield, N. J.

COUNTRY LIFE LEADERSHIP. By Booth -
well Davis, §.T.D.. LL.D. A series ot’y Bacal:urgotle
S_:rmon; _Dehv;lzgzds Beforeld.Studeuts of Alfred Univer-
sity. rice, . prepai American Sab

Society, Plainfield, N. J. bath  Tract

HELPING HAND IN BIBLE SCHOOL WORK
A quarterly, containing carefully prepared helps on the
International Lessons. Conducted by the Sabbath School

Board. =Price 60 cents per year in advance
ess communications to The A4 -
Tract Society, Plainfield, N. J. mevican Sabbath

S. D. B. GRADED LESSONS

Junior Series—Illustrated, issued quarterly, 15¢ .
lntemcds‘cte. S.eﬂ'e.r—lssued quarterly, lsyc perp:o:;?’
Send subscriptions to American Sabbath Tract Society,

Plainfield, N. J.




H '~ THINK OF THIS

Why the Sabbath Recorder
should be in every Seventh
Day Baptist Home!

VoL. 111 AUGUST 10, 1931

“Intelligence is the basis of enlightened faith and
efficient service.”

FOUR THINGS

Four things a man must learn to do
If he would make his record true:

To think without confusion clearly;
To love his fellow men sincerely ;

To act from honest motives purely;
To trust in God and heaven securely

—Henry van Dyke.

The SABBATH RECORDER promotes such
intelligence.

The SABBATH RECORDER promotes inter-
est in and loyalty to the church.

The SABBATH RECORDER builds for a bet-

ter home life.

5

means of building up the kingdom of God in the
world.

Comntents

Editorial.—Pentecost.—Sabbath Recorder Fund.—The Religion of a Mystery
Story Writer.—Prohibition Interests . .

The New Psychology, Behaviorism, and Christian Experience—No. II. 163

Program of the Seventh Day Baptist General Conference 166

Missioms.—Training for Missions and Evangelism.—Financial Statement of
New Buildings in Shanghai.—Annual Session of Jamaica Association,

Jamaica, B. W. I.—Treasurer’s Monthly Statement
Semi-Annual Meeting

. 171
Woman’s Work.—Notice.
‘Keeping . . .
“IDehominational “Hook-Up” . .
Study Conference on Disarmament
Young People’s Work.—wWho Wrote It?—Nature and the Bible.—Intermedi-
) ate Corner.—Junior Jottings
; Statement Onward Movement Treasurer, July, 1931
Children’s Page.—Junior Christian. Endeavor—oOur
Tract Society—Meeting Board of Trustees
Observations By the Corresponding Secretary
Why I Married a Minister
Our Pulpit.—A Declaration of Dependence
The Public Doctor in, Canada :
“Chinking” . . . +
Attention Please!
Marriages.
Deaths.

The SABBATH RECORDER strengthens de-
nominational ties. |

The SABBATH RECORDER costs you less
than five cents a week.

You cannot afford to be without it—for your
own sake, for your family’s sake, for the church’s
sake, and for the sake of the kingdom of God.

TAKE THE SABBATH RECORDER

!
é
. |
The SABBATH RECORDER is a valuable [ .
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