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ASSURANCE OF GOD 

Man does not corne to the assurance of God by logical induction or 

deduction. It is deeper, more pervasive and convincing than all demon-

stration. Man consciously conditioned as relative, finite, imperfect, and 

dependable, spontaneously and intuitively correlates himself with a Being 

apprehended as absolute, infinite, and perfect. This apprehension springs 

clear, distinct, and positive in the hmnan consciousness, though the 

nature and attributes of this Being may be incomprehensible in their 

fullness. Although the~ intuitions cannot be adequately expressed in 

the limiting terms of the finite, yet man never thinks more positively, 

vigorously, and consistently than itt these intuitions. 

-President Allen, Quoted from uAJlen of .l\lfred." 
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"Taking the Bull With this proverh a 
By the Horns" large department store 
advertises a big sale to help move its heavy 
stock. \\Then a particularly resolute action 
is required to meet a serious situation. even 
city business men go back to the farm-to 
the more elemental life-to find striking 
expression to fit their need. We find these 
words expressive of the need confronting 
us at the present time. Necessity demands 
that debts must be provided for: retrench­
ments must be nlade: budgets must be bal­
anced: perhaps new policies he outlined. 
Confronting General Conference next·month 
will be insistent calls for rigid economies 
and radical adjustments. Noone believes 
these readjustments will be easy or the way 
out plain. But a people as well as an indi­
vidual cannot go on indefinitely accunlulat­
ing- indebtedness. It is tinle to "take the 
bull by the horns." 

Realizing this, the Tract Board has de­
cidedlv taken hold. As our readers with 
this issue of the SABBATH RECORDER will 
notice. a radical change has been made in its 
appearance and content. They will miss, 

indeed. the beautiful cover which has given 
the RECORDER its distinctive look to a gen­
eration grown to maturity since its adoption 
and use in 1907. This loss may be deplored, 
but the saving is considerable. Because of 
the use of a slightly heavier bulking paper 
the loss of eight pages might not be noticed 
at first. Perhaps fewer articles and short­
ened contrihutions might. after a while. at­
tract attention to this reduction. Soon. too, 
tllay be noticed the absence of "'cuts" and 
of "box" headings for our departments. 

An alternative considered was the reduc­
tion in the number of issues per year. mak­
ing the RECORDER a biweekly. dated the first 
and the fifteenth of each month. This plan 
carried with it some necessary adjustment 
in subscription price. The alternative. how­
ever. was rejected. the board believing our 
cause would be better served and our peo­
ple better pleased by continuing the weekly 
issue. slightly reduced in number of pages 
and without cover. 

vVithout a doubt Seventh Day Baptists 
will continue loyally to support the paper. 
with the changes and at the usual price. Ac­
cording to the recent action of the board the 
present change will continue in effect. at 
least until the close of the year 1932. 

It is a day of changes in religious papers. 
Some are being forced to discontinue; 
others nlay do as we are doing; still others 
have been compelled to become monthlies. 
as the Christiall Herald some time ago. and 
now the Christian Endea.'z/or U/orld. 

It is possible to nlake the RECORDER nlt1ch 
better than it is. l\Iany articles can be im­
proved by "boiling down," by being rewrit­
ten. or by elinlination. Our departments 
will be continued. we are sure. with the 
sympathy and co-operation of their helpful 
editors. We hope to continue the weekly 
sen11on, but without "Order of Service" or 
picture of the preacher. 

A balanced budget will be achieved by 
paring expenses as well as by increasing in­
come~ The Tract Board in this frontal at­
tack is making an honest effort to reduce 
expenses and forestall deficits. vThe SAB­

BATH RECORDER is indispensable to our suc­
cess. Heavy loa.ds are being borne at head­
quarters as well as out over the denomina­
tion. Let us square our shoulders, to­
gether lift our loads, and resolutely, In 
Christ's name, march Onward to success. 
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"Alle..- of Alfred". One 0 f the first obj ects 
greetIng the edItor from his over-flowing 
desk .on return from the trip afield was a 
be~utI f.uI, small, well-bound book bearing 
as Its tItle the above words. EdwinH. Lewis 
of L~w!s Institute, Chicago, is the author. 

WIthIn, on the first white leaf were the 
e.ditor's name, penned, and "With apprecia­
t1 ve ;,egards f rOln ~. H. Lewis, June 3, 
1932. Pleased WIth the sentiment ex­
pressed on the fly leaf. the editor was still 
more delighted with the clear hal f tone 011 

the frontispiece, - of the noble man whose 
nanle graces the title. President Allen of 
cO~lrse, is the" Allen of Alfred." ., Som~ of 
HIS Words to Students" defines the nature 
of the boo~-words "which are as steady 
~andles set In homeward windows." Speak­
Ing of the book in a General Conference Jet­
ter, Preside.nt Corliss F. Randolph wen 
say?, "The character sketch (of .-\l1en) 
whIch f?rms the introduction. could have 
heen written by hut one livinrr man· and 
the selections which conlpose 'Sonle of His 
\Vor.ds to Stl!den~s' are as happily made as 
the. Intr~ductlon IS h.appily a?d skilJfully 
WrItten. Indeed the IntroductIon is an epic 
and reveals the soul of its author as well as 
t he ~oul of its subject. Of Allen, Doctor 
LeWIS says: 

He was a teacher and likewise a college presi­
dent, but ~o.mehow one hates to admit it. It 
seem~ a trIVIal fact that he should have an oc­
cupatIOn. A vaHey, a hill, a great tree the dawn 
-these have no. occupation. They' are what 
they are, su~gestlng more power than can be 
used, suggestIng thought but no controversy and 
Allen was like that. ' 

as ~he inspiring motive, 'with charity. for all 
mahce toward none.' Continue through life t~ 
,seek . deeper ~ympathjes. Follow the lead of 
conscience qUIckened' by religion enriched ·by 
truth." , 

"Power is measured not alone by what we 
brayely do, but, very especially, by what we 
patIently endure." 

Items ~f Iftter~.t All members present at 
a speCIal mee~lng of the Tract Board, June 
24, were gratIfied when the treasurer Mrs 
Ethel T. StilIman, stated for our e~cour~ , 
agement '"that all of the year's interest due 
on the mortgages which represent the in­
vestment of a portion of our capital funds 
of ~~5,243.25 has been paid in full and in 
addItion the sum of $400 has been paid on 
account of principal." 

. Dr: E. Stanley Jones, as we understand. 
IS gOIng to leave India for a time and is to 
s~nd several. months in student work in 
ChIna. He writes, according to a correspon­
de~t to Christ~n Century,. "In July I go to 
ChIna. The dIfferent bodIes of China have 
sent an urgent appeal to come to China this 
autu!TIn. There is a race on between com­
mu.nlsm ~nd Christianity for the soul of 
ChIna, wl~h communism leading. The stu­
dents are the key to the situation." In the 
past months of political crisis in India with 
Gandhi in jail with thousands ofothe;s, the 
work Do:tor J one~ has been carrying on has 
been .sertou~ly cnpple~, and made practi­
("al1y Imposslb1.e to contInue for the present. 
At that, he wTltes, it had been the best three 
~onths. he ever had. Every earnest Olris­
tlan WIll nlost earnestly wish him success 
as he carries "The Christ of the Indian 
Ro~d" to the highways and byways of 
Guna. 

Pr~sident A!len would have been an out­
s~andlng nlan In any age. He was such in 
h~s ~wn generation. \Ve are glad to meet 
hIm In thoughts which survive. 

"Righteousness i~ not a commercia], judicial, 
declaratory act, as 1!1 the mechanical, trading, or 
gov~rnmental th~ones of rationalizing Protes­
tantI.sm, nor an. I.nfused state according to Ro­
mamsm, but. a hVIng. p~ocess, whereby death, de­
c.a~, and. gUllt are ehm!nated. The Spirit comes 
hvmgl:y mto the soul In the new birth through 
the. faIth ~aculty,. and by direct internal illumi­
natIon enkIndles In the soul new light life and 
power." , • 

:'Your . l~ves c~n .never be greater than your 
!alth. LIVIng faIth In God and in all great truths 
IS .~he only nourishing .. pri.nciple to great living." 

Th~ sense of obhgatIOn prevents life from 
becomIng stale and insipid, and. gives it grace and 
grandeur." 

Rev. Lester G. Osborn, 17150 Miramar 
Street, Los Angeles, Calif., has prepared a 
~elpfu~ t:act on Law and Grace. Some­
t~me, ~t IS hoped, we shall have it pub­
hshed In usable form. Meanwhile, Mr~ Os­
born. has condensed the ideas presented and 
pubhshed them at his own expense in chart 
form. ~~s long as. the limited stock lasts 
anyone Interested may secure them from 
the ~bove address at ten cents per dozen. It 
contInues to he too bad that this consecrated 
able preacher is still without full time pas~ 
toral work when so many of our churches 
are pastorless. 

"Go, then, to your life work, with good will 
Many of us still believe in the value of 
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the friendly handshake. We like our pastor 
to greet us after the service with his \varm 
smile and vigorous handclasp. Therefore, 
we are in quite hearty accord with lVlr. Wil­
liam IV£. Camp in a recent Christian Advo­
cate, when he writes: 

The time-honored practice of the minister 
standing in the vestibule "shaking hands . after 
service has long proved its value. There's 
nothing can substitute for it. The larger the 
great city church, the hungrier the hearts of the 
folk for warm fellowship and recognition by 
name. The minister who thinks his people don't 
want to take time to shake hands at the door 
may have studied plenty of psychology, but he 
doesn't know the psychology of human fraternity. 

Said the gravel walk to the Illignonette. 
"How fragrant you are this morning." 
"Yes." was the reply. "I have been trodden 
upon and bruised, and it has brought forth 
all my sweetness." "But" answered the 
gravel walk. "I am trodden on every day. 
and I only gro~ harder." What is the ef­
fect upon us? Are our lives sweetened ~nd 
our influence made fragrant by our trIals 
and disappointments. or are we embittered 
and hardened by them? 

ALFRED UNIVERSITY NINETY-SIXTH 
COMMENCEMENT 

BY C. R. CLAWSON, A. M., LIBRARIAN 

From Sabbath day, June 11, to Wednes­
day, June 15, Alfred· University celebrated 
her ninetv -sixth comnlencement. Nature in 
her nlantle of green smiled upon the closing 
scenes of a successful college year: The 
hills about .[\lfred. resplendent in their rich 
foliage. never 1110re beautiful than now. 
nlade a surrounding fitting for the closing 
week. 

. Commencement this year was significant. 
owing to the widespread economic depres­
sion. N ot\vithstanding this unrest. the col­
lege enrollment was well maintained during 
the year and more than one hundred stu­
dents qualified for graduation. They have 
gone into the world as college alumni, and 
their alma mater wishes for them abundant 
success, and relies upon their integrity and 
loyalty to prove an asset to the college and 
a vital force in society. 

The Footlight play. "The First l\Irs. 
Fraser," ushered in the exercises of the 
\veek. This was followed Sunday morning 
bv the sermon before the Christian Associa-." 

tions delivered by the chaplain of the col­
lege, Rev. James C. McLeod. 

A very pleasing and well rendered organ 
recital was given in the village church Sun­
day afternoon by Bernadine Frances Smith. 

The largest audience in years assembled at 
the church Sunday night for the annual bac­
calaureate service. President Davis took 
for his text Genesis 1: 2. '" And darkness 
was upon the face of the deep." His theme 
was "The Darkness Before the Dawn." 

The annual concert occurred Monday 
evening in Alumni Hall. An appreciative 
audience greeted the artists-Percy Fullin­
wider. violinist; Mrs. Nettie S. Fullinwider, 
pianist: and Hazel l\'larie Gloe. soprano. 
The ll1usic was of a classical nature and the 
violin was masterfully played, while lVliss 
Gloe displayed a wonderful range of voice 
in her vocal selections. 

\Vednesday nlorning dawned beautifully. 
This was the session of the week-the one 
most looked f or",·ard to bv the seniors and 
their friends. After greetings from Frank 
Pierpont Graves. New York State comnlis­
sioner of education, Dr. Cayce l\iorrison de­
livered the doctor's oration. His subject 
was "Liberal Education and the Elementary 
Schoo1." Being assistant commissioner of 
education in the state. he was well qualified 
to speak on the subject. Interspersed with 
hunlor here and there the adclress was in­
teresting and illunlinating. Alumni Hall 
was packed to its capacity and the address 
\\'as attentively listened to throughout. 

President Davis awarded one hundred 
nine diplomas including two master degre~s 
received in course by Leland Coon of MadI­
son. Wis., and l\lyrtle lVlerritt French of 
Hull House. Chicago. Honorary degrees 
were con f erred as follows: Doctor of 
Science to Joseph C. Park; Doctor of M u­
sic to Percy Fullinwider; Doctor of Peda­
gogy to Edgar G. Lantman, Jay W. Cro­
foot; and Doctor of Laws to John C. Mor­
rIson. 

President Davis announced that the high­
est honors in the senior class were won by 
Anna Frances Wells of Plainfield, N. J., 
while Lucile Alsworth of Olean, N. Y., won 
high honors. 

Perhaps the most pleasing item on this 
program, and one entirely unexpected, 
either by the audience. Mrs. Davis, or the 
president. was the conferring of the honor-
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ary degree of Doctor of Letters upon Es­
telle Hoffman Davis, the esteemed wife of 
our president. Mr. Orra S. Rogers, presi­
dent of the trustees, took charge temporar­
ily and after a few fitting words called upon 
Conlmissioner Graves of the State of New 
York to confer the degree and invest her 
wit~l the custolnary academic hood. In his 
delightfully charming manner this was done 
by prefacing his renlarks with the felici­
tations from the State Department of Edu­
cation in full concurrence for this honor so 
worthily bestowed. The large audience of 
about one thousand friends rose to their 
feet and cheered their approval of this well 
nlerited honor. 

The Susan Howell Social Hall was the 
scene of the closing event of the week, the 
president's reception, held this year from 
four to six o'clock Wednesday afternoon. 

PRESIDENT DAVIS OF ALFRED 

Our genial friend John B. Leach of the 
Salamanca inquirer, had the following to 
say in his editorial column: 

To the casual reader, the statenlent that 
Boothe Colwell Davis, president" of Alfred 
University, has announced his retirenlent to 
take effect in June, 1933, is nothing more 
than the oft-repeated story of a Illan grown 
?ld in his appointed task, retiring, and giv­
n~g way to one less burdened with advan­
SIng years. 
" To the hundreds in western N e\v York, 
however, \vho know President Davis , 
through his general educational work or by 
attendance at Alfred University, the news 
calls to mind the thought that a period of 
unselfish service, seldom equaled in point 
of tilne, and almost \vithout para1Iel in the 
intensity of its devoted idealism, is ending. 
This thought in turn gives way to the rea­
lization that few indeed are those who can 
end such a period of service with a feeling 
of satisfaction in a work well done. 

The end of the school year in 1933 will 
conlplete President Davis' thirty-eighth year 
as head of the university. Succeeding Ar­
thur E. Main in 1895, President Davis 
found himself as the person ultimately re­
sponsible for the destiny of a small but even 
then a rather old college, which boasted 
seven buildings and a facuIty of twelve. The 
other equipment and the student body were 

slnall in comparison. For a period of ye~rs 
the adnlinistration had been forced to de­
pend on kindly disposed persons of means 
to make up the annual deficit. Certainly not 
a pleasant prospect for any man, however 
young and undaunted. 

." The tale of the bitter years that followed 
~s pres~rved in song and story as the most 
InterestIng of Alfred University's traditions. 
There are anecdotes of personal deprivation .. , 
an amazIng manIpulation of scanty re-
sources, and watchful care which eventually 
brought better days to the institution given 
over to his hands. 

T?e change today is great. No longer 
harned by an annual deficit, the university 
has for over twenty years lived within its 
annua! income. I ts seven buildings have 
been Increased many_ times its size at that 
t.inle, and the student body has grown from 
fi fty to over five hundred. 

Since 1900, when the New York State 
School· of Clayworking and Ceramics was 
brought to Alfred through President Davis' 
efforts, . ~lfred has consistently maintained 
her POSItIon as the leader of schools of this 
type in the United States. 

DUring all of this time the scholastic 
standards of the university have been ad­
vanced, and today Alfred holds, as she has 
for some years past, a grade A rating with 
the University of the State of New York. 

For some ten years, Alfred University has 
been a member 0 f the American Association 
?f Colleges, and in a report by that body 
Issued last year, is contained the informa­
tion that during its period of nlembership 
the enrollnlent of "students, facuIty, and 
plant equipment has been more than doubled 
wh~le the sch.olastic standing has been kept 
to Its sanle hIgh standard. 

Last year there was conlpleted an enter­
prise in which ~:esident Davis took a great 
Interest, the l\ltlhon Dollar Centennial Pro­
gram. That the project was completed over 
three years before the time allotted to it is 
a tribute to his tireless efforts in this di­
rection. 

There is a certain glory that attaches to 
all success; but mere words fail to express 
the honor due to one who has labored so 
unselfishly. To strive for personal advan­
tage is one thing; to devote one's life to 
the betterment of others is something else. 

Even better than the satisfaction of 
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knowing that those \vho have seen the re­
~,ults of these years of labor may truly say. 

Well done. thou good and faithful ser­
vant," is the certain knowledge that retire­
ment will not end this long period of use­
fulness. 

In the succeeding years, the record of 
achievement so established will ever prove 
a beacon light of encouragement to those 
whose paths seem difficult, a point of steel 
to spur those who would lag, not only in the 
administration of affairs of Alfred Univer­
sity. but in the lives of all who have been 
privileged to kno\\- Boothe Cohvell Davis. 

-SUIl. 

DEDICATION OF CHURCH AT 
DENVER, COLO. 

REPORT OF BtJILDI~G CO~IMITTEE 

( C 01ltillllCd fro 111 last u.'eek) 

.. -\pproxilllately $425 \\torth of material 
was donated. 

For the benefit of the ones who have not 
seen the church. I will enumerate the \vork 
done. The building \vas not nlodern. so we 
put in a toilet and furnished it. The inside 
of the church has all been painted and var­
nished except hvo ceilings, which are of 
\vood and \vhich \\-e hope to repair soon. 
There are ne\v oak ft.oors in the foyer and 
in one classroolll. T\\TO other rooI~ls have 
had the floors sanded and oiled, and the kit­
chen has ne\\T linoleulll_ A large cupboard 
has been built in the kitchen and considerable 
plastering done. A platfonn has been built 
and a coat of paint given to the auditoriunl 
floor. 'Ve re-shingled the cupola outside. 
and as the rest of the roof \vas in good shape. 
we painted it. A nice sign has been put in 
place and a fence built on the south of the 
lot. 

To show how much work has been done 
in comparison with the money spent, I will 
tell about our cornerstone. It was chiseled 
out and plastered in with Keen cenlent. One 
of our menlbers made a stencil. another did 
the work of clltting. and we have a corner­
stone of which vile are proud. at a cost of 
thirty cents and three days' 'labor of one 
man. 

The church has voted to set asige $17 a 
month to repay the Memorial Board, and 
to date there is $120 in this fund. 

. This is not our work, but God working 
In us. as it was in Nehemiah's time. When 
the people had a mind to work. the wall was 
built. and so it was with our church. 

ORSEN DAVIS. 

THE WOMEN'S PART IN THE NEW CHURCH 

Our keen anticipation of the dedication 
of our church is now a realization and a 
happy l11enlory. F orenl0st aillong these 
pleasant recollections stands out the meetin(T .... 
of old and new friends. who joined us in 
these services. 

()ur beloved Secretary Burdick gave the 
~llorning address. and what a spiritual feast 
It was! The Boulder Church callIe {'Il 

11laSSC, which was a delight to us all. Then 
the 1'\ orth Loup Church favored us with four 
delegates. Rev. Hurley \Varren~ our able 
speaker of the afternoon. Deacon Herbert 
Thorngate. 1\,1 rs. Pearl l\lorrison, and Miss 
Eunice Rood. 1\'1.-. and ~'frs. Harold Still­
lnan of Pueblo. Colo.. drove one hundred 
twenty Illiles that morning to worship with 
us. 1\1.-. and' 1\lrs. Maxson and fal11ity of 
1\1atheson. Colo .. and 1\1r. and ~frs. Joseph 
(nee Daisy Furrow) cOlllpleted the list of 
Colorado visitors. 

To add to our pleasure. l\Ir. and 1\1rs. 
Ge?rge Ellis of Milton made this port on 
their way hOlne from a visit in California 
and extended greetings frol11 the l\lilton 
Church. This sure!\" was a day of soul­
feasting for every o~e. 

Each lnenlber and associate member of 
the Denver Church has had a part in the 
preparation for this day. .And by no Il1eanS 
have the WOlnen played a Ininor part. By 
lnany hours of actual work and by the do­
nation of about $130 from the treasury of 
the Missionary and Aid society, many inl­
provements were made possible. In addi­
tion, 111any gifts froln friends outside the 
church have been nlade through the mediuIll 
of the Ladies' Aid. 

To cOlnpensate the l\1issionary society's 
generosity, the men of the church have 
spared no pains in nlaking the kitchen a de­
light to any honle-Iover's heart. A green 
and cream color scheme has been carried out 
in the walls. the built-in cupboards, work 
tables. and even the linoleum on the floor. 
The atmosphere of this room can create only 
peace and harnlon y, and to this end was the 
roanl dedicated. 
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. ~hiJe the ~adies' Aid has been busy fur­

nIshIng the kItchen, the Christian Endeavor 
societies have not been idle. To the left of 
the auditorium are two rooms, one a c1ass­
roanl and one a Christian Endeavor rOOlll. 
The Senior Christian Endeavor society deco­
rated and furnished the classroom so color­
ful1y that it would be an inspiration to any 
~roup of young people. The J un-ior Chris­
tIan Endeavor room \vas put in repair Jarge­
IX t~rough funds raised and donated by the 
JunIors. They have been keenlv interested 
in th~ ~rogress of the repair wo;k, and now 
that It IS done, they keep a watchful eve on 
its care. Thus Our Christian Endeavor so­
cieties did their bit, and to their use were 
these roon1S dedicated. 

At the rear. of the auditorium is a large 
roo.nl that WIll seat ~pJ)roxinlately sixty. 
ThIS has three large WIndows on the south 
through \vhich a flood of sunshine cOlnes 
making this the nlost cheerful room in th~ 
church. This is connected with the kitchen 
and lends itself adnlirably to its function as 
a social center, and for this purpose was it 
dedicated. ' 

Last and most important is the auditoriU111 
!his is a beautiful rOOin with seating capac~ 
Ity C?f about two .h?ndred. During the prep­
aratIon and r~palrtng of the building. God's 
~an~ has gUIded us ~any tinles in Inany 
~pecIaI\vays. So WIth all reverence we 
dedica~ed this. auditoriunl to his worship. 
\Ve w~Il lay aSIde our worldly conversation. 
and \vlll always enter it in a prayerful, rev­
erent wav. 

The L~rd of Love who has pronlpted us 
to carryon with this task has welded us to­
~e~her . as ?- unit •. stronger than ever; and 
It IS With Just pnde that we presented our 
church to the comnlunity for his service 
1\1ay 28, 1932. · 

MRS. ESTHER STANTON , 
Church Clerk. 

FROM A BOULDER VISITOR 

I have been asked to represent the Boulder 
Church in this report. 

Bo~h of these occasions were happy ones, 
soclalJy as well as spirituaJIy-all the more 
so. because of the fellowship of our Denver 
frtends. 

And so, by invitation from the Denver 
Church, the Bo~l?er congregation was happy 
to .return t!'te VISIts and to attend the dedi­
catton servl~es of the new church home re­
cently acqUIred by the Denver society. 

A fe~ o.f us h~ve been permitted to see the 
church In ItS varIous stages of repair, but we 
were ~ot prepared for the complete trans­
formatIon whIch met our eyes. It is hard to 
understc~.nd how suc~ a smaIl group could 
acconlphsh, so much In so short a time. It 
shows what can be done when even a few 
people are working with one common in­
terest in view. 

We he~r of various things which cause 
t~s to belIeve that these people nlust have 
l~ved ~t the church, daytimes at least, with 
lIttle tIme devoted to eating and sleepinO'. 
~ach one must have given up his or h:r 
tIme and st:ength completely, laying aside 
all. personal Interests and duties for the tinle 
beln~. We understand that one of the en­
ergetIC housewives even helped to Jay the 
hardwood floor in the church entry. This 
may .be mer~ly a report, but knowing the 
lady In questIon, we are inclined to believe it 

The re?ult of all this energy and effort: 
of all thIS co-operation. and teamwork is 
1110St _ gratifying. The Boulder Church, 
knOWIng the comfort and joy of a permanent 
church home, rejoices with Our Denver 
brethre!1 t,hat 0ey have such a fine and suit­
able b~lldln~ In which to worship and carry 
on theIr varIous activities. 

The writer. must confess to a decided 
'Yeakness for the new kitchen. It is a de­
hghtfu! place, and will be a source of joy 
a~d pnde to the women of the church espe­
clall y, f or many years to come. 

On two important occasions has the Den­
ver. congregation journeyed to Boulder to 
assIst us by the inspiration of their presence. 
()n November 10, 1928, they came for the 
dedication service of the new church, and 
on May 24, 1930, for the ordination of the 
pastor of both churches, Ralph H. Coon. 

There ,,:ere over a hundred in attendance 
?-t the Se!Vlces. . At the opening of the morn­
Ing ses~Ion, Pastor Coon suggested that, as 
the audIence room was to be dedicated that 
day to th~ ~e.rvice of the Lord, there be no 
general VISItIng and confusion within its 
walls. ~he idea was carried out and a rev­
eref!t attItude was maintained in this room 
dUrIng the entire day. 

Luncheon was served at noon in the Sab­
bath school and recreation roonl. It was well 
planned and served, and proved a very sat-
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isfying meal. During and after lunch. there 
was much visiting and good cheer in the 
Sabbath school room and also in the Chris­
tian Endeavor and Junior roonlS. These 
rooms were decorated with flowers and f ur­
nished with tables and rocking chairs and 
were most comfortable and homelike. 

During the luncheon hour, Professor Har­
old Stillman, musical director of the Pueblo 
(Colo.) schools and son of Rev. M. G. Still­
man of Milton, favored us 'with several vocal 
selections. As he finished, a man near us 
said, "What a wonderful thing it is to be 
able to sing like that- and then be willing 
to sing." l\lr. Stillman has been asked to 
sing for us several times before~ and gen­
erally on short notice, and never has he 
failed to respond generously. 

,f' The day's program \vas well carried out. 
The musical numbers were especially good. 
It was a real treat to have with us Secretary 
W. L. Burdick and Pastor Warren of Korth 
Loup. Secretary Burdick spoke at the morn­
ing session, and Pastor Warren in the after­
noon. Both these messages were impressive 
and deeply inspirational in character and 
were listened to with earnest attention. 

The afternoon service 'closed with the 
hymn, "Blest Be the Tie That Binds," and 
during the singing, as the writer looked 
about at the happy faces of friends and rela­
tives, she realized, as never before~ that the 
two churches of Denver and Boulder, sit­
uated only a few miles apart and so nlany 
miles from other churches of like faith and 
order, bound by ties of friendship and kin­
ship, and serving under the consecrated lead­
ership of one pastor, should be closely knit 
together and should be a power f or great 
good in the state of Colorado. 

L. R. W. 

• • MISSIONS 
REV. WILLIAM L. BURDICK, ABHA WAY, R. I. 

Contributing Editor • • 
We want to give to and work for those 

whom we love. God wants to give to us 
because he loves us. "For God so loved 
the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son." If we love God we will delight in 
giving ourselves, our time, and our sub­
stance to hinl. To have part in the work of 
Christ's kingdom and to dedicate all to its 

propagation lifts life above that which is 
low and sordid and gives a joy which knows 
no measure-a glow divine which increases 
as the years fly swiftly by. 

l\Iethods are vital in missions and in 
church work. Those which seem to suc­
ceed in some fields will not be tolerated by 
Christ in anything bearing his name. 
N either the methods of the politician nor the 
sharper in business will work in missions; 
they are always a nlenace. There is a place 
for the Christian statesman, and the Chris­
tian business man is needed everywhere~ 
The hands of those who have to do with 
missions need to be clean, made so by the 
forgiveness of Christ; and their purposes 
far above self-seeking, made so by the fact 
that they walk with Christ. 

He who has observed the seashore at low 
tide has seen many things which were hid­
den at high tide. Some things revealed at 
low tide are beauti ful and sonle are not. The 
low tide of mission and church enterprises is 
a tillle which brings to light hidden things 
and tries the hearts of Christ's followers. 
I t reveals the 111en and women who are loyal 
and genuine in what they profess and who 
will not forsake the Master though the \vay 
leads to the cross. There is no better test 
of our religion than our attitude toward 
nlissions; not simply what we say about 
thenl, but what we do to advance them and 
our affection .for them. This is low tide in 
l11issions. How. do we as individuals, 
churches, and asa denotnination stand in 
this trying time? 

PERTINENT OBSERVATIONS 
SECRETARY MOSS VISITS MISSION BOARDS 

l\lr. Leslie B. 1\I10ss is the efficient secre­
tary of the Foreign l\1issions Conference. 
Recently he made an extended trip for the 
purpose of visiting mission boards. His 
observations are helpful to all in these days 
when retrenchment is a problem before most 
nlissionary societies. When he says, "One 
cannot help fee1~g, after discussing the 
problems of the mission board, that matters 
of nlost vital concern for the growth of the 
missionary enterprise are receiving the most 
inadequate attention in these days"; and 
again, •. one gains the impression that any 
nlaj or strategy in the missionary enterprise 
is woefully lacking," he touches very vital 

--0---.----.--.---.--.. ---.-.-.---~-----~ 

THE SABBATH RECORDER 9 
matters regarding the present situation. 
Futhermore his observation that the de'­
pression is not the great cause of lessened 
contributions is n10st pertinent. The fol­
Jawing excerpts are taken from Mr. Moss' 
report of this trip, found in the Foreign 
M issiOllS C Otlference Bulletin, and furnish 
much food for thought. 

1\-fr. Moss has just completed a trip covering 
about a month in which he visited the head­
Quarters of twenty-five mission boards and so­
cieties as far west as St. Louis and 1-'Iinneapolis. 
In most of these places he had opportunity for 
unhurried conference with the secretaries of the 
societies concerned. In three instances he met 
with the boards in full session. 

The Board of Missions of the American 
Friends in Richmond, Ind., invited him to ad­
dress them on the evening of April 25. This 
board was faced with the very grave necessity 
of reducing the budget from about $87,000 to 
approximately $50,000. Other boards indicated' 
difficulties arising from reduced financial in­
come but fortunately not many of them were in 
as straitened a situation as that. 

In almost every case the foreign missionary 
societies are straining at the leash of general de­
nominational budgets, trying to find some method 
of providing more scope for the foreign mission 
boards to secure the funds that will permit the 
carrying on of their programs. The experience 
of some of the boards that are finding means of 
achieving this end proved of real inspiration and 
value in several instances. 

I n the case of the Faith Missions the mission­
aries have to bear the brunt of the decrease. in 
income, because the missions are' not obligated 
f or any definite salariesi; and re'ductions are 
passed on to them as they come. This obviates 
the growth of a deficit but must very seriously 
hamper the work which the individual mission­
ary is able to do, because of the increased strain 
of making increasingly c meager finances meet his 
living needs. Among the various boards almost 
every method of cutting down the costs of mis-

. sion work is being followed, from the complete 
closing of a whole mission to the reduction in 
work appropriations or the holding back of mis­
sionaries on furlough. Very few of the boards 
are planning the sending of even a small num­
ber of new missionaries this year. 

One cannot help feeling after discussing the 
problems of the mission boards that matters of 
most vital concern for the growth of the mis­
sionary enterprise are receiving most inadequate 
attention in these days. 

One gains the impression that any maJ or 
strategy in the missionary enterprise is woefully 
lacking. It might be argued in response to this 
that major strategy is not feasible on a retreat­
ing front. The point which seems to be almost 
completely overlooked in the present readjust­
ments is that the rate of decreasing income has 
simply. been augmented by the present general 
depression. Most of the boards had been feel-

ing its effects for several years before the de­
pression arrived. 

It is very easy to delude ourselves into think­
ing that after the depression all will be well once 
~o.re. . Such an at~itude. will probably end in a 
diSillUSIOnment which w1l1 cause all the keener 
suffering because it treads on the heels of so 
much current anxiety. It is germane, therefore, 
to suggest that there . should be a great deal 
closer study .of what the future of the mission­
ary enterprise is to be during these years when 
so much enforced readjustment is called for. 

. A ~rame of mind t~at ignores the changing 
SituatIOn can only brmg about an enterprise 
which will gradually decrease until it has become 
a . meTe skel~ton of its more prosperous past, 
With ItS prestIge, morale, and power vanished. 

RELATIONS OF PASTORS TO MISSIONS 
(Address delivered by Pastor Everett T. Harris 

at the Eastern Association, June II, 1932) 

It has been suggested that this subject be 
developed along the line of what pastors can 
and should do about missions. The writer 
is a pastor and to a Jarge extent will draw 
from his own needs and experiences. 

Laymen are hearing echoes of discussions 
concerning hself determination and the right 
of Chinese, Indians, and all people to ad­
minister their own church affairs." They 
may feel sensitive about imposing their own 
particular denomination upon others. Per­
haps they have listened to returned travelers 
who have contemptuously referred to "the 
Inissionaries." But such contempt is born 
of ignorance. The tourist usually knows 
very littl~ about the heartbreak, the deep 
consecratIon of our ll1issionaries. No one 
ever read Adoniram Judson's story in the 
book, "Splendor of God," and then spoke 
contemptuously of the missionaries. 

Pastors can and should find their first 
task right here. Missions need to b~ studied, 
not abandoned; appreciated, not scorned. 
Ignorance and prejudice on the part of good 
people make possible their exploitation by 
those who are opposed to missions. The 
pastor has a great and God-given opportun­
ity to dissolye. ignorance through study 
classes on mISSIons, and to start a rebirth 
of enthusiasm for this work based on facts. 
I am convinced that adults as well as young 
people would enter such study classes if 
they were built upon real interest problems. 
How do we ever expect to have world peace 
and understanding unless we build' for it in 
a systematic way? How can we hope to 
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get along with other nations unless we learn 
their religious and cultural background. 
their customs and ways of thinking? In­
stead of so much condenlnation of war with 
blalning of senators and so 1l1uch exhorta­
tion for world peace. \ve pastors could get to 
work in our o\vn parishes displacing narrow 
racial and national prejudice with a synl­
pathetic appre~iation of other peoples which 
conles through knowledge and acquaintance. 
] ust as a suggestion. perhaps representatives 
of other nations and races could be brought 
before such a study class. 

The very least that a minister should do 
is to preach missions systetuatically. It i~ 
not enough to preach on it when the 11100d 

hits hinI or when he happens to find a good 
text. He should plan to give nlissions a 
central place in preaching. for it is at the 
yery heart of Christianity. Christ said. 
"Go luake disciples." This challenge conles 
to every Christian that is sincere. that is 
truly in earnest about serving Christ and 
follo\\'ing his every teaching. The C0111-

Uland is not to '\vait until the nlan conles to 
you, nor to bring up your children as 
Christians. but to ·'go.·' There is no other 
way out; either \ve must go ourselves per­
sonally or go by proxy through our interest. 
our prayers~ and our nloney, that another 
nlay go. 

This brings up the last point of this pa­
per ~ that the pastor should be ready to go 
himself should the need exist and the call 
come. It is all very well to stand in the 
pulpit and preach missions, sacrificial giv­
ing. and dedication of one's all to Christ; 
but unless the pastor has thought the lllat­
ter through and is himself ready to go and 
is day by day living a sacrificial life. he had 
better cease to preach. Christ denounced 
the hypocrites of his day in scathing words. 
I pray God. he may never have occasion to 
use them on Seventh Day Baptist pastors 
or laynIen. 

The challenge conles today as never be­
fore to carry on the nlission 'work our fath­
ers began. that \·ve shall not let the sacrifice 
and effort of the past be in vain. This chal­
lenge is to la ynlen as ,,'ell as pastors. 

On mission fields the roses blow 
Amid the graves, row on row, 
To mark our place; while in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly, 
Unchanging as the seasons flow . 

We are the missionary dead. Short years ago 
We lived. felt dawn, saw .. sunset glow, 
Loved. and were loved: but now we lie 

On mission fields. 

Take up the struggle with the foe; 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The Cross. Be yours to hold it high; 
I f you break faith with us who die, 
We shall not sleep, though roses blow 

On mission fields. 

A paraphrase-G. Clifford Cress. 

• 
• 

WOMAN'S WORK 
MRS. ALBERTA DAVIS BATSON 

Contributing Editor 

WOMEN'S BENEVOLENT SOCIETY OF 
LEONARDSVILLE, N. Y. 

• 
• 

This has been an eventful year as well as 
a busy one for the church melnhers. also 
the nlenlbers of the \Vomen's Benevolent 
society of the First Brookfield Church of 
Leonardsville, N. \T. 

On the nlorning of Kovember 2, 1931. 
as we church people stood near the old 
church and watched the flames leaping frolH 
the steeple. we were much discouraged. But 
that is not the tinle to give up and we did 
not give up. And no\v \vith a generous al­
lo\vance of insurance on the church building 
and the organ replaced by a n1l1ch better 
one, we are very thankful. 

The beginning of· the organ fund was a 
gift of $500 given by l\1rs. Cora B. Bassett 
for church repairs. We considered this 
could be used in a more pernlanent way to­
V\"ard the organ. So we call this the Deacon 
Clark H. and Cora B. Bassett gift. Then 
nlany old friends who had loved ones or 
who had been melllbers themselves, gave 
generously in their Inemory. And the pres­
ent members and many townspeople not 
connected with the church gave willingly. 
and we do appreciate it. l\Iay God bless 
each one in the giving, and may the sweet 
tones of this organ on the hill call many to 
service and to prayer for a great many years 
to come .. 

But I started out to write of the activities 
of the Women's Benevolent society. I think 
we have done more work this year that we 
cannot report in dollars and cents than us­
ual. But isn't that the \vay the Savior 
worked? We have worked with the ReG 
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Cross for a needy family where there was 
sickness; nlade little garnlents for babies for 
the "Den of Hope" in Utica, N. Y.; have 
helped the pastor's wife with sewing and 
111ending at our monthly l11eetings; had a 
supper and sale in Decenlber, of fancy and 
useful articles, quilts and rugs, candy, 
etc. From this we received $118.25. Our 
annual dues are $1. We have twenty-four 
members. \Ve have painted the parsonage 
at an expense of $175 and have given the 
Onward lVloven1ent $50. Our receipts have 
been $277.20. We received a bequest of 
$500 from OUT sister, Mrs. Cora B. Bassett, 
interest only to be used. Gilr parsonage 
c0l11mittee attends to repairs on the parson­
age. We are still using the holiday bags. 
We have held our usual bake sales. We 
send sunshine boxes and flowers to the sick 
and afflicted. Let us work on. Dickens 
once said, "No one is useless in this 'world 
who lightens the burden of it to anyone 
else. " 

Respectful1y submitted, 
HATTIE T. GREE~E-, Secretary. 

QUESTIONS FOR JULY 
1. When and where was the first Seventh 

Day Baptist church in Anlerica organized? 
2. When was the first 11lissionary society 

organized? 
3. When were the first niissionaries sent 

to China? 
4. How did Jesus keep the Sabbath? 
5. What does the Sabbath mean to us? 

NORTHWESTERN ASSOCIATION 
REPORTED BY REV. WM. M. SIMPSO~ 

The seventy-ninth session of the N orth­
western .A.ssociation was held at Battle 
Creek, Mich .. in conjunction with the Michi­
gan-Ohio senIi-annual meeting, June 16-19. 
The motto text chosen for the meetings was, 
"Lovest thou me? ... Feed nly lanlbs ... 
Feed my sheep" (John 21: 15-17). Lloyd 
Simpson, the chosen n10derator of the asso­
ciation, resigned in favor of Paul Cranclall. 
the chosen moderator of the 'semi-annual 
meeting. . 

Rev. Henry N. Jordan, chaplain of Battle 
Creek Sanitarium, led the opening devo­
tional period Thursday evening, urging a 
dearer vision of the Christ-not the Christ 

of history, the Christ of the future, or the 
'Christ of dogma, but the living Christ of all 
ages-the eternal Christ. 

The local pastor, Rev. Willianl M. Simp­
son, after recounting briefly SOl1le of the 
history of the establishing of the associations, 
extended the fornlal welcome of the local 
church to the delegates and visitors to the 
association for Christian fellowship, nlutual 
encouragement, and co-operation in Chris­
tian enterprises. Rev. Verney Wilson of 
Jackson Center, Ohio, responded in behalf 
of the pe1egates. 

After the choir sang ··Now the Day Is 
Over" (Miller), Rev. E. A. Witter of Wal­
worth, Wis., preached on the subject, '·The 
Power of Faith to Feed." Mr. Witter said 
in part: 

I am thinking of the great need of faith the 
trial. of faith, the temptations to let go, and the 

. feedmg power of faith. . .. We need faith in 
the building power of the Christian gospel. . . . 
Faith is the substance of things hoped for. the 
evidence of things not seen. . .. Faith is that 
which makes sure to the mind and heart of the 
believer the things that are promised. . .. If 
ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed ye shall 
say unto this mountain, Remove hence t~ yonder 
place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be 
impossihle unto you (Matthew 17: 20). The 
three disciples came down from the mount of 
transfiguration singing songs of joy after such 
companionship with the Christ, and must soon 
face opportunities to use their added powers in 
helpful service. How often people fail at that 
point, because they suffer depressions-not merely 
monetary, but social and spiritual-because they 
fail to go on I~g in the spiritual presence of 
the Christ. Remember that "there is a kind of 
evil. that cometh not out but by prayer and fast­
ing"; and that kind of prayer and fasting is 
something more than a mere passing of pleasant 
moments in "devotions"; it is adherence to Christ 
and his cause even at great cost' and sacrifice; it 
must be a surrender of self to Christ. 

After a helpful testimony meeting the 
benediction was pronounced by Pastor Simp­
son. ~A..bout sixty delegates and visitors and 
a goodly number of local people formed the 
interested congregation in this opening ses­
sion. Other delegates and visitors arrived 
later. 

The early part of Friday forenoon was 
spent in recreation and social fellowship, 
wherever each local family and their guests 
chose. At eleven o'clock Rev. H. L. Cottrell 
led in devotions, with a reading of a part 
of John 10, followed by a solo, ··There Is 
a Green Hill Far Away" (Gounod), sung 
by Mrs. Eva Millar of Battle Creek. 
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In the titHe allotted for business there \vere 
reports of the executive comtllittee. our dele­
gate to the Eastern Association, Rev. E. A. 
\\litter, of Walworth, \Vis., and of the 
Eastern Association's delegate to the 1\ orth­
\vestern Association. Rev. Herbert L. Cot­
trell, of ]\Iarlboro, N. J. And the l1loderator 
appointed the comillittees. 

In the noon-tide quiet hour Rev. ·Herbert 
L. Cottrell spoke on "Love's Supreme l\lani­
festation." Illentioning first human love as 
of parents, and then divine love, as of Jesus 
forgiving his enemies - "Father, forgive 
thetll; they kno\v not what they do." Love 
needs to be reciprocated; "because he laid 
down his life for us~ we ought to lay down 
our lives for the brethren." About a dozen 
people led in prayer at the close of this serv­
Ice. 

Brother C. C. Van Horn led the devotions 
at the opening of the Friday afternoon serv­
ice. His text \vas, ., Let your light so shine 
before tnen that they l11ay see your good 
works and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven." He led the congregation in sing­
ing the hynlns. "Lower Lights." "Stepping 
in the Light," .. He Leadeth ]\1e/' and "Count 
Your Blessings." 

Dr. George Thorngate of Liuho, China. 
brought his nlessage on "The Situation in 
the Orient." in the fonn of "lessons" in 
geography. politics, history, sociology, con­
temporary events, economics, and tnissions. 
Doctor Thorngate thinks that increased 
opportunity for l11issionary activity in China 
has resulted from Japan's recent attack 
upon that country. ..:\fter a discussion peri­
od, Pastor Silllpson and his daughter Lucile 
sang a duet .. , So Thou Liftest Thy Divine 
Petition" (Stainer), \\"ith Burton Davis at 
the piano. 

Rev. ErIo E. Sutton's address. ··Christian 
Education in the Horne," was helpful and 
brought forth an -interesting discussion. The 

~ Ineeting was disnlissed by prayer. 
The Sabbath eve Ineeting opened with a 

half hour of Iniscellaneous selections on the 
organ by Lucile Harrison of the Seventh 
Day Adventist Church. Rev. Robert Wing 
of \Vhite Cloud led our evening devotions, 
reading Psalnls 95 and 96, and leading in 
singing~ HBe silent; tread softly; the Master 
is here." \Ve were impressed by the texts. 
"The Lord is in his holy temple: let all the 
earth keep silent before hinl"; '"In thy 

'-, .. :,;. 

presence is fullness of joy"; ,. At thy right 
hand are pleasures forevermore." Mr. Wing 
led us in prayer that each shall feel the divine 
presence. that we Inight truly wait upon the 
Lord. and that he would give us hearts to 
pray-that "thy lllolding fashion shall be 
upon us, that we lllay confess our sins sin­
cerely. and be l11ade to realize that we. are 
sitting in heavenly places. because the Mas­
ter is here." 

After the antherll, "SoftI" now the light 
of day" (Geibel). Rev. JanleS L. Skaggs of 
1\1 ilton. \Vis .. read again the association text. 
John 21: IS-17. and preached a sernl0n on 
the text, "Lovest thou me nlore than these?" 
He reviewed the circllillstances of Peter's 
avowal of suprelue loyalty which was fol­
lowed by the denial. and then showed how 
these cirCulllstances nlight be re-enacted by 
any of us. l\lr. Skaggs gave definitions of 
love in hU111an relations and in divine rela­
tions. as of two thousand years ago. now. 
and always. He closed with the thought of 
] esus loving the world back to God. The 
Battle Creek ladies' quartet sang during the 
testil110ny l11eeting. in which twenty-three 
people spoke. The service was disnlissed 
by prayer by Rev. Wilburt Davis. 

Rev. Claude L. Hill of Farina, 111.. will 
doubtless furnish the RECORDER'S Pulpit 
Departnlent the sermon which he preached 
to the well-filled house Sabbath morning. 
His subject was '-'The World's Greatest 
Sight"; text: .. Behold the Man." At the 
close of this service the audience Inoved 
quickly to the dining room of the church. 
A special feature of this luncheon was the 
reading of the letters froln the churches of 
this association and the letters fronl sister 
associations. 

The Sabbath afternoon meeting opened 
with devotions led by Pastor Charles Thorn­
gate of Albion. vVis., who read his favorite 
chapter. Psaltn 103. and led in the singing of 
S0111e favorite hYl11ns. He was followed by 
his son, Dr. George Thorngate of Liuho, 
'China. Doctor Thorngate's address was in 
the form of answers to questions which the 
audience ,vas supposed to have asked: What 
of the people of China? What about the 
Chinese religion? What of our churches 
in China? \rVhat about our schools? What 
about our hospital? What about the war? 
\Vhat about our outlook f or mission work 
in China? He told us that the Chinese are 
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likable people, good workers, non-political, 
non-belligerent, investigative; that they had 
three main religions before Christianity was 
introduced; that we have two churches­
Shanghai and Liuho; that we have two new 
school buildings there with enrollment tax­
ing capacity; that our hospital specializes 
in work for the tubercular; that. the war had 
stopped some of our work for the present; 
and that the outlook of our mission work 
in China is one with the outlook of the 
whole Christian Church. 

The young people of the association had 
their innings the evening after the Sabbath 
and on Sunday morning. The vesper music 
was by l\liss Gladys Sutton, organist, Mil­
ton Junction, Wis.; l\liss Sara Davis. 'cel­
list. Battle Creek; Mr. Burton Davis, pianist, 
Battle Creek; and the Battle Creek young 
wOlnen's chorus under the direction of Miss 
IIa Johanson. Miss Alberta Simpson, asso­
ciationaI vice-president for the Young Peo­
ple's Board. presided over this session and 
introduced Rev. Erlo E. Sutton who spoke 
on the subject, "A Challenge to Youth." 
Sunday nl0rning between sixty and a hun­
dred attended the fellowship breakfast at 
the park of the Verona pumping station, 
just northeast of Battle Creek. The break­
fast was served by the Battle Creek young 
people under the leadership of Miss Dorothy 
Davis, and the subject of "Life Investments" 
was discussed briefly by Louis Branch of 
White Cloud; Rev. Verney Wilson of Jack­
son Center; lVIiss Mildred Jett of Jackson 
Center; James Van Ameyden of Battle 
Creek; Marion Van Horn of Milton, Wis.; 
Forrest Branch of White Cloud; Roderick 
.l\1oulton of Battle Creek; Rollo Branch of 
vVhite Cloud; and Rev. James Skaggs of 
11ilton, Wis. After a song, "On the Moun­
tain-top," by Margaret Fowler of White 
'Cloud, Rev. John F. Randolph of Milton 
Junction gave a nlore formal address. There 
was plenty of· fun and seriousness well 
ll1ingled by this sincere, wholesome group of 
young people. 

The principai numbers of Sunday's ses­
sions were addresses by Rev. Erlo E. Sut­
ton and President Jay W. Crofoot; devo­
tions led by Rev. H. L. Cottrell and Rev. 
John F. Randolph; a playlet, "An After~ 
noon in a Chinese Hospital," under the di­
rection of Mrs. M. G. Stillman of Milton; 
and the closing communion service adminis-

tered by Pastor William M. Simpson and 
Rev. H. L. Cottrell aided by visiting deacons. 
The reporter was necessarily absent from 
some of these sessions. 

The music of the association was in charge 
of Dr. B. F. Johanson. Paul Crandall made 
a good presiding officer. Pastor Claude L. 
Hill, of Farina, III., extended an invitation 
to the association to hold their next session 
there, subject to the endorsement of the 
Farina Church. The officers are: nloderator, 
Oscar Wells, Farina; recording secretary, 
Frances Ferrill Babcock, Farina; Mrs. Olive 
Howard, Farina, corresponding secretary: 
J. Dwight Clarke, Milton, treasurer; Miss 
Margaret Lamont, Nortonville, Kan., en­
grossing clerk. The churches of the N orth­
western Association are widely scattered, so 
that it is difficult for people living in Minne­
sota, Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas, and Colo­
rado to attend association in Michigan, Ohio, 
or Illinois; and vice versa. We were happi­
ly surprised at the number of people who 
could attend during these hard times. The 
offerings Sabbath morning and Sunday eve­
ning were for the Missionary Society. The 
association regrets that business of the so­
ciety necessitated the absence of the mission­
ary secretary, Rev. William L. Burdick. We 
also missed Dr. J. C. Branch, of White 
Cloud, W!10 was to bring the closing sernlOI1. 
Rev. H. L. Cottrell substituted for him to 
our very great delight. The church at Battle 
Creek has been very much helped by the 
presence of the delegates, and will doubt­
less seek the privilege again of entertaining 
the association in its turn. 

• • 

• 
Young People's Work 

REV. CUFFORD ~ BEEBE 
MARVELL. ARK. 

Contributing Editor 

TEACHINGS OF JESUS 
• 

Christian Endeavor Tople :tor Sahbath Da7, 
July 18. 1932 

DAIL Y READINGS 

Sunday-A changed city (Acts 8: 5-8) 
Monday-Steeled against Christ (2 Tim. 3: 1-7) 
Tuesday-Teaching that tests us (Matt. 5: 1-12) 
Wednesday-Which one are we? (Matt 21: 28-

31) 
Thursday-Do we truly love? (Matt 5: 43-48) 
Friday-Things to emphasize (Titus 2: 11-15) 
Sabbath. Day-Topic: How far do the teachings 

of Jesus affect our conduct? (Matt. 7: 24-27) 
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BY CONZA MEATRRELL 

. In the lesson we find two men pictured 
and the way they followed or failed to fol­
low Christ's teaching. One let the teaching 
be his guide, the other ignored Christ's 
principles. Success and safety crowned the 
one who heeded what Jesus taught; the other 
failed and his house fell because the rock 
foundation, Christ, was not underneath. 

\Ve have both classes in the world today. 
Over and over again do we see the house 
stand against the storm, or fall, depending on 
which foundation is underneath. It causes 
us to wonder just how far Christ's teachil!gs 
are affecting our lives of conduct as a natIon 
and as individuals. 

Of course our institutions, such as hos­
pitals, houses for infirm, age,?, and p~upers 
are evidence of at least a partIal followIng of 
Christ. But when we think how much far­
ther we might and could go, it opens bef ore 
our eyes an almost untried ~ world. I t seems 
to me as never before the challenge is thrown 
out to us to walk with the Master of men, 
to prove his teachings as to their real worth 
in the problems of life. 

How quickly is set aside Christ's teaching 
regarding marriage if some young couple 
find all does not run smoothly after they 
become man and wife. We have about one 
divorce to every seven marriages in our 
land. 

As soon as the principles laid down for 
man to live by interfere with our wishes, 
then we cease to follow, in many cases. We 
follow so long and so far as we can do as 
we please. How many woulc!.,?are ask hon­
estly, "What would Jesus dor and then do 
it? We are afniid to do it. Of course we 
say we are honest. and truthfu! in. most 
things; yet when thI~ places us ~n d~fficu1t 
situations or where, If by steppIng Just a 
little aside we can gain material things, we 
see no reason why we should be so strict. 
vVe do not heed the Bible teachings. 

~lany of Christ's principles are within the 
laws that control us. These laws give us a 
reasonable amount of safety and protection 
in following the activities of life. We find 
those who desire all this for their own, and 
still in their individual living ignore even 
Christ's laws that are the laws that make 
possible social and industrial life. 

We forget to love our neighbor as ourself. 

This we see in the attitude toward foreigners. 
We feel they are beneath us and treat them 
as inferiors. We fail to be the good Sa­
maritan and live to love and lift, so they 
may be won for Christ. 

War is just another evidence ef our fail­
ure to love our neighbors as oursel ves. The 
peace conferences may be evidence of steps 
in the right direction, the putting of th~ 
higher principles of life into action. 

We say we are following Christ, but how 
many of us worry till we lessen our effi­
ciency because we do not truly believe Christ 
\vhen he said, "Let not your heart be trou­
bled nor let it be afraid." By word we say 
we believe, but by action we prove that be­
lief is not a vital part of our very being. 

We say prayer is the key that unlocks 
the storehouse of God's mercies and love. 
Christ proved it in his praying. Yet when 
the path becomes dark we are afraid. We 
forget he said, "Ask and ye shall receive," 
or "whatsoever ye ask in faith believing I 
\viII give it." The faith seems to be the 
element lacking in our asking. We worry 
and fret instead of calmly trusting it all. 
Even in our business depression we see the 
limit of our faith and trust. Man strives to 
gain the things of the world in his own 
strength. He does not .-Seek first the· king-

. dom of God and his righteousness and all 
these (other) things shall we added." We 
turn the seeking around. We begin to rob 
God by ceasing to support the church and 
Christian interests with the nleans God has 
given into our hands. Then we wonder why 
this old world seems to be turned topsy turvy 
and everything going wrong. True, plans 
will not work backwards 'with success. God 
created man to live out the plan laid down 
in the above quotation, and when he does, 
all will be well. 

"The ideal Christian seeks to know the 
will of Christ in all things clnd follow it as 
fully as he can. W ~ stop half way. We 
obey in patches, when the whole area of our 
lives should be consecrated to him." When 
we consecrate our all, then we will find we 
are in a world free from many of the wor­
ries, ills, and evils that now surround us. 

May we quickly follow Christ who said 
and lived "Not Iny will but thine be done," 
even if it takes us to the cross of Calvary. 

Berea, W. Va. 
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BITS OF NEWS 

(From Miss Burdick's report to the board) 

Friday night I talked to a large group, 
nlostly young people in the· Salem church. 

Sabbath morning at the church service at 
Middle Island, I talked on "Worship." In 
the afternoon, we met and discussed possi­
bilities of Christian Endeavor societies. It 
was decided, finally, to organize a J unior­
Intermediate group, and a Young People­
Adult group. 

Sabbath night I talked to a group in the 
Berea church. There were adults, young 
people, and children there. More and more 
they came, until the church was nearly full. 
They were very attentive-many that our 
folks did not know. from up and down the 
'-holler," even five miles away. On Sunday. 
I talked with them about plans, books, etc. 
They are very enthusiastic and are doing 
good work. 

Sunday afternoon I returned to Salem in 
time for a young people's social at the 
church. We had a splendid time together. 

Monday morning I gave a talk on Re­
ligious Education at the college chapel. 

110nday afternoon I met with a few mem­
bers of the World Fellowship. 

Tuesday night I spent the evening with 
the Salem Intermediates. The first part of 
the evening we spent in talking about Chris­
tian Endeavor work, following it with a few 

• games. At the close of the evening we 
went out of doors and talked for a short 
time about the stars, God's plan and the har-

. nlony of the universe. I believe everyone 
of the group offered prayer as we joined 
hands in a prayer circle. God seemed very 
near to each one of us as we talked with 
him. 

Another happy evening was spent ,vith 
the group of intermediates in Buckeye. We 
gathered in the schoolhouse "by the side of 
the road" where we had a meeting quite 
similar to the one in Salem .. I was glad to 
find such a splendid group working there un­
der the leadership of Mrs. George Trainer 
of Salem. 

Sabbath day I spoke in church at Lost 
Creek. In the afternoon I met with the 
young people for further discussion of Chris­
tian Endeavor work. 

Sunday afternoon Miss Lotta Bond took 
some of us over to Roanoke. . I was sorry 
not to meet with this group of our people. 

We returned to Salem and I went to the 
parsonage where the Christian endeavorers 
had a supper meeting.· \Vhile some washed 
dishes, others did stunts; later we all sang 
and prayed together. 

Monday I went to Salemville where I met 
with the young people at one of the homes 
for an evening of fun and fellowship. They 
had planned games for the first part of the 
evening, after which I discussed Christian 
Endeavor work. 

I am very happy that I could make the 
trip. . .. Such splendid young people! 

-From, liN e'WS Bits." 

INTERMEDIATE TOPIC 
For Sa"" ••• Day .. .Iul7 18 .. J.932 

WHAT IS GOOD READING? 

How do you know when reading is good 
or bad? 

Is reading magazines time wasted? Why? 
Should we read the classics? Why? 

DAIL Y READINGS 

Sunday-. The Book of books (Heb. 4: 12) 
Monday-Choose your reading (Eccl. 12: 8-12) 
Tuesday-Discard trash (1 Tim. 4: 4-7) 
WednesdaY-Stories with a point (Luke 10: 30-

37) 
Thursday-Personal experiences (1 John 1 : 1-10) 
Friday-History (Rom. 15: 4) 
Sabbath Day-Topic: What is good reading? 

(Phil. 4: 8, 9) 

DENOMINATIONAL ~'HOOK-UP" 
NEW MARKET.. N. J. 

At the Sabbath morning service of the 
Piscataway Church, June 18, before the 
Lord's Supper was observed, Deacon Chas. 
E. Rogers spoke briefly and feelingly of the 
old silver communion service, unused for 
more than a quarter of a century. The de­
canter and four cups of most beautiful 
lines, recently cleaned and lacquered, were 
displayed on a table near the one spread 
with the elements of the supper. Many of 
the members had never before seen these 
pieces of silver dedicated to holy purposes. 
They are to be placed for safe keeping and 
historical purposes in the Historical Rooms 
of the Seventh Day Baptist Building. Doc­
tor Corliss F. Randolph, president of the 
Historical Society, and Doctor William L. 
Burdick, corresponding secretary of the 
Missionary Society, were present at the 
servIce. 
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Mr. Jesse G. Burdick, long time member 

of the Tract Board, and his wi fe celebrated 
their forty-first wedding anniversary and 
his seventy-third birthday, June 17, at a re­
union and dinner given them by their chil­
dren. His sister from Richburg, N. Y., and 
her son Jesse A. Burdick and wife were 
present on the happy occasion. 

Union Vacation Religious Day school is 
being held at the Baptist church, beginning 
June 27, with Pastor Neal D. Mills as sup­
erintendent. The Misses Anna May Ryno 
and Eleanor Kellogg from our church and 
Miss Ewell Mills, visiting here, are 
among the teachers. Publicity was given 
on the opening day by quite an impressive 
parade through the streets of New Market 
and Dunellen. 

CORRESPONDENT. 

BROOKFIELD, N. Y. 

An unusual occasion of interest to the 
Junior Christian Endeavor occurred at the 
time of their regular meeting a week ago. 
A nature study topic suggested an outdoor 
meeting. This was held out in the church 
yard and bird talks and other nature talks 
proved very interesting. Eleven visitors 
were present, including eight from Leon­
ardsville. The juniors are invited to h~ld 
their meeting in the Leonardsville church at 
an early date. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Rogers returned 
home last Tuesday, after spending about 
two weeks in Milton, Wis., with Mr. and 
Mrs. Leon Todd and attending the com­
mencement of Milton College, when Albert 
N. Roo-ers was graduated. The latter re­
turned ~home Thursday night, after visiting 
friends in Little Genesee and Alfred. Miss 
Leta Crandall of Little Genesee and Miss 
Jeannette Loofboro of Lost Creek, W. Va., 
who attended Milton College, came part 
way with him. 

Kenneth Camenga was graduated from 
Milton College in this year's class, and will 
teach this summer in the Vacation Religious 
Day school, sponsored by the churches of 
lVlilton.-C au.Tier. 

ALFRED, N. Y. 

~fr. and Mrs. A. Neil Annas and family, 
who have been spending two weeks in Al­
fred, leave today for Geneva where they 
will spend some time with Mr. Annas' sis-

ter. Miss Bertha Annas, before returning 
to their home in DeKalb, Ill. 

Dean J. N. Norwood, Mr. and Mrs. E. E. 
Beckwith, and the Misses Ruth Norwood 
and Roberta Clarke are to spend the week­
end in the Norwood cottage at Keuka Lake. 

Mrs. Dora K. Degen left last Thursday 
for l\lilton, Wis., to visit President and 
Mrs. Jay W. Crofoot, with wholn she 
nlade the trip by motor. 

Charles Witter and son Franklin, of New 
l\Iarket, N. J., came Tuesday and are guests 
of· his father, H. E. Witter, and sister, Miss 
Etta Witter. Charlie expects to return 
home tomorrow. and his son will remain for 
the summer with his grandfather. 

Dr. Alfred E. Whitford, former presi­
dent for ten years of Milton College, Wis., 
and for the past few years a member of the 
mathematics staff of the University of Wis­
consin, .has been appointed Stephen Bab­
cock Professor of Higher Mathematics. He 
also will be co-head of the department of 
mathematics with Dr. Joseph Seidlin. Doc­
tor Whitford is an honorary alumnus of Al­
fred University. 

Professor Austin D. Bond of the depart­
ment of biology has been granted a leave of 
absence of one year to complete his gradu­
ate study for the degref" of Doctor of Phi­
losophy in Columbia University. Profes­
sor H. O. Burdick will serve as head of the 
department in place of Professor Bond. Dr. 
\Villis M. Van Horn of the University of • 
Wisconsin has been appointed substitute as­
sistant-professor of biology for one year. 

-Sun. 

VERONA, N. Y. 

Rev. Alva L. Davis of Little Genesee, N. 
Y., has accepted a call to become pastor of 
the Verona Church. He plans to move 
here with his family July 5. The people are 
pleased that they are again to have such an 
efficient leader. 

On the Sabbath of June 18, the people 
of the De Ruyter Church with their pas­
tor and wife, Rev. and Mrs. T. J. Van 
Horn, attended the service in the Verona 
church. Mr. Van Horn gave a very inter­
esting sermon. 

The Ladies' Benevolent society served a 
roast pork supper to forty-five of the Meth­
odist brotherhood of Oneida in the church 
parlors on the evening of June 20. 

The young people who have been away 
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attending college and normal schools have 
returned to their homes for the summer 
vacation. 

m~nt of some four thousand years ago; this 
might almost be r~d as descriptive of the 
present depressing' financial, social. indus­
trial, moral, and religious conditions. We 
do not like to have the world affairs get into 
such a state, but such conditions do come and 
the world makes progress. Noone needs 
to be told about the low state of human 
affairs in general and of refigion, moral, and 
Sabbath truth in particular. We believe in 
the final triumph of the Christian religion 
Christian morals, and of what we hold to b~ 
the Christian Sabbath. I may say, as a mat­
ter of personal experience just now, that I 
never more firmly believed that darkness 
will progressively give way to advancing 
truth and righteousness. 

The Young People's Social Ch.tb held 
their last meeting -in the church where a 
'Yashington Bicentennial program was 
gIven. 

PRESS COMMITTEE. 

NORTH LOUP, NEB. 

Eighty-three mothers and daughters en­
j~yed a happy evening together Sunday 
nIght when they assembled at the Seventh 
Day Baptist church for the annual Mother 
and Daughter banquet. 

DODGE CENTER, MINN. 

Timon Swenson's family. Viborg, S. 
Dak.: Mr. and Mrs. Walter Cockerill Ber­
lin, Wis.; Rev. and Mrs. C. B. Loofbour­
row and daughter. New Auburn. Wis.; 
Mts. Bruce Daggett and children, Eagleton, 
\\ IS.; and Rev. ErIo E. Sutton Milton 
J unction, were those from away' who at­
tended the sessions of the semi-annual 
meeting held here. Seven candidates were 
baptized and eight received into the church 
membership. Community Vacation Bible 
school has been held with an average attend­
ance of one hundred four. Four of the 
teachers, were from our church. The Mack 
Green family have returned from Arkansas 
to live among us. 

CORRESPONDENT. 

WALWORTH, WIS. 

Rev. E. A. Witter returned on Monday 
afternoon from a three weeks' trip through 
the East where he had attended three reIi­
~ious conventions and filled an appointment 
In each one of them. He reports that the 
season is very dry and backward in Rhode 
Island and the hay crop will be very light. 

Business depression is the them~ of con­
versation everywhere, but evidences of ready 
cash for travel and entertainment were more 
marked than in Wisconsin. 

-Times. 

DARKNESS BEFORE DAWN 
This was the subject of President Davis' 

!eceI?-t bacc~aureate sermon. He gave strik­
Ing IllustratIons of how, in the course of 
human history, darkness had many times 
come before the light. Among the more in­
teresting instances was an Egyptian docu-

Alfred, N. Y. 
ARTHUR E. MAIN. 

• • CHILDREN'S PAGE 
MRS. WALTER L. GREENE, ANDOVER, N. Y. 

Contributing Editor • 
PAUL, WHO "KEPT THE FAITH" 

2 TIM. 4: 6-8 

• 
Jualor Chrl.tlan Endeavor -Topic ~or Sabbath 

OaT. JulT 18. 1832 

BY MRS. NETTIE CRANDALL 
Junior ChriStian Endeavor Superintendent 

THE HERO OF THE SCHOOL 

It had been a hard game. The Kennedy 
team and the team from Woodhull House 
were about evenly matched. The score was 
a tie, and everything depended upon the 
goal, which the captain of the Woodhull 
team was preparing to kick. In the growing 
darkness, Dick Storer, linesman for Kennedy 
House, sa w the ball just barely pass inside 
the posts for a goal. 

The umpire could not see as well as did 
Dick, and so he shouted, "No goal!" 

Such a row rose over his decision that 
the umpire. said, "I'll put it up to the Ken­
nedy man. Dick, was it a goal or not?" 

Dick saw from the faces of his mates that 
they would scorn him if he dared tell the 
truth. Then suddenly the fighting blood of 
.courage came to Dick, and he bravely an­
swered, "Goal," knowing that this decision 
ga ve victory to the opposing team. 

There was a sudden silence. Then amid 
the jeers and bitter words of his team-mates 
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he turned on his heel and went to his room. 
When the boys' wrath had time to cool, they 
began to express their adnliration for Dick's 
COUTao-e to stand for the right. He woke to 
find himself the hero of the school. UWhy 
do they make such a fuss?" he said to him­
self. "Everyone of them knows a fellow 
should have backbone enough to stand up 
for the right." 

-Adapted front HTlte Var1J.i,zt. n 

OUR LEIIER EXCHANGE 

DEAR MRS. GREENE: 

I an1 seven years old and go to school at 
Five Corners. My teacher's name was Miss 
Parker. I go to Sabbath school and church 
at Alfred. My Sabbath school teacher's 
name is l\lrs. Straight. I love her very 
much and like to go to Sabbath school. . 

Our school, with the help of our teach­
ers. have bought a large flag for our church 
and we are going to give it to the church 
next Sabbath. 

One of my pets is a red and white bossy 
calf. I am glad I live on -a farm. 

Lovingly yours, 
DORIS BURDICK. 

.AbnOl1d. N. Y., R. F. D., 
June 18. 1932. 

DEAR DORIS: 

Your letter just can1e in the n1ail this 
morning, but I'll try to get it in the RE­
CORDER this week if possible. I was very 
much pleased to receive·. it, for you see. I 
feel so well acquainted wIth all your famIly 
-your ~A.unt Flora being one of my best 
friends-that you seem like a RECORDER 
friend of long standing. I hope to hear 
f rom you often. 

I am glad you enjoy attending Sabbath 
school, for that means you'll go every week 
if possible. I'm sure your teachet,:s must 
love you dearly; can you guess why I am so 
sure about it? . 

William Turck also told ine about the 
flag. I think getting it was a lovely thing 
f or your Sabbath school to do. 

I think a farm is the very best place for 
children to live. I used to live on one, too, 
and almost every year I had a pet bossy calf. 
I used to have to feed calves for my father, 
but I didn't enjoy that very well, for the 

little rascals used to slobber all over me and 
sometimes knock the pail out of my hands 
and spill the milk. Once they gave me a 
full milk bath. How would you like that? 
I hope your bossy is more gentle with you. 

Your true friend, 
MIZPAH S. GREENE. 

DEAR l\.lRS. GREENE: 

\Ve have wanted mother to write for us 
several times; now she is at it. We want 
to tell you about our kitty. It is spotted, 
with black, tan, and white spots, with white 
vest and face, so we call it "Calico." It 
plays a lot, mostly with its mother. Then 
sometimes it gets after our toes, since we go 
barefooted. 

We had not had rain for over three weeks 
until last i\Ionday. Then we twins and 
] ohn had a good tin1e wading in the puddles. 
] ohn slipped and sat down in one; then how 
we all laughed. 

John and our daddy have a big dog, but it 
stays at our grandpa's, because we have no 
fit place to keep it. ] ohn is always wanting 
to go to see his doggy. 

We like to hear the stories and letters in 
the RECORDER read. 

With love, 
ETHEL AND EDITH ROBINSON. 

A Ivy, W. Va., 
Ju·ne 11, 1932. 

DE.\R ETHEL AND EDITH: 

I have been eagerly looking for another 
letter from you, especially since Glenna 
Mae's letter came. You see I remember 
vou well since my visit in Salem, but of 
course you have grown a lot since I saw 
you, and will be much larger still the next 
Salem Conference. As for your "Calico" 
kitty, he will surely be a big grown up cat 
by that time. Not long ago our kitty was 
just a little bunch of yellow and white fur, 
but now he is a large cat, though he still acts 
like a kitten and gets after our feet even 
when they are not bare. "Calico," I am 

. sure, must be a cunning kitty. 
\Ve haven't had rain enough in a good 

while to make even a little puddle and ev­
erything is getting very dry . We are all 
saying, "I wish it would rain." 

I hope John can go to see his doggyloften 
for he must be lonely without hitll. 

r think it is lovely of mother to write for 
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you. Won't it be fine when you can write 
for yourselves? 

From your true friend, 
MIZPAH S. GREENE. 

DE.\R l\1RS. GREENE: 

I keep at mother to write for me because 
I can't think of what to write. She wrote 
for the twins last Sabbath evening while I 
went with daddy after the cow. We got 
our cow about two months ago and we have 
so much good butter, cream, cheese, and 
other things made from milk that we won­
der how we ever did without her. She is 
real gentle and we girls go and lead her in 
for nlother when daddy can't be here. We 
call her Bessie. 

We have been reading "Polly and Paul's 
Discoveries in the New Church"; so today 
we played. "This Is the Way We go to 
Church." etc. 

One clay this past week. daddy, Glenna 
l\fae. and I went and picked cherries. We 
got fourteen gallons and they teased us girls 
ahout the amount we must have eaten, by 
the looks of our faces. 

Mother read us the story about Gideon 
and his army so we guess the name of G. 
is Gideon, or God's Helper. 

The association is at Middle Island 
church in two weeks. We wish we could 
go over for it all, but hope at least to go on 
Sunday. as daddy is to get Sundays off in 
July. Then we want to go on to Grand­
father Robinson's for the fourth. 

I wanted to tell you I got a Bible, too, for 
Christmas. The twins got a home black­
board and we all get a lot of fun out of it 
for we play school a lot. 

I have grown so much since you saw me I 
wonder if you would know me. I weigh 
seventy-seven pounds, five more than Glen­
na ]\tIae. 

r had better close or my letter might have 
"to be continued." 

Your true friend, 
BERTA LEA ROBINSON. 

A Ivy, W. Va., 
June 18, 1932. 

DEAR BERTA LEA: 

I enjoyed reading your good letter and. 
again I am grateful to your dear mother 
for helping you with it. 

I know just how much you are enjoy­
ing your cow for we had a fine Jersey cow 

when we lived In Independence, and how 
we do nliss her since we came to Andover, 
where we have less room for a cow than 
John has for his doggy. 

I am glad to hear that you received a 
Bible for Christmas, for there could be no 
better gift. ·While you are growing so fast 
in weight and height, your Bible will help 
you to grow in goodness and helpfulness. 

'. 
• 

Your sincere friend, 
MIZPAH S. GREENE. 

OUR PULPIT • 
• THE DARKNESS BEFORE THE DAWN 

BY PRESIDENT BOOTHE C. DAVIS 
(Baccalaureate sermon preached at Alfred 

commencement, June 12, 1932) 

Text-Genesis 1: 2. "And darkness was 
upon the face of the deep." 

In order that this text may not suggest 
a hopeless pessimisn1, I shall announce now 
that my text next year, if I Ii ve to preach 
my last baccalaureate sermon then, will be 
"Let there be light," from the same chap-' 
ter and the i 0110 wing verse. The theine will 
be the motto of Alfred University, "Fiat 
Lux," printed on its seal. 

Today I wish to discuss the theme, "The 
Darkness Before the Dawn." 

There is an old saying that, "The darkest 
hour is just before the dawn." Whether that 
proverb is true or not, we feel that it is true. 
An all-night vigil creates weariness, and the 
fatigue adds to the sense of darkness. What­
ever tires our bodies, our minds, or our 
hearts, clouds the sky and shuts out the sun­
shine. 

Just now many people feel that it is about 
the darkest hour in the world's history. 
Doubtless to them it is such, for each man 
has his own "wilderness wanderings" to go 
through, his own "Gethsemane," his own 
'"valley and shadow of death." 

To people who are in want today, who 
are suffering for food for the first time, it 
is the darkest hour for them. To people 
who have had business reverses f or the first 
time, and do not see the way out, it is the 
darkest hour. For governments ·that are 
heading for war, the darkness seems to 
deepen. For a civilization that has devel­
oped through rural and agricultural stages 
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into an industrial era of great prosperity, 
and now is witnessing a decline of indus­
trialism, and a transition from inflated 
values, and from exaggerated ideas of conl­
fort and plenty to the stagnation of busi­
ness and the loss of capital, with nothing in 
sight but suffering, and possible penury for 
multitudes of citizens, the darkness seems 
dense. With startling revelations of brib­
ery, pillage, racketeering, kidnaping, and 
murder, crime seems a black monster stalk­
ing in the night. 

But I am not a pessimist, and it is not my 
\vish to treat this theme, "The Darkness 
Before the Dawn," in a gloomy way in this 
baccalaureate sermon, or to make this an 
occasion for despair. 

There are underlying principles that make 
themselves known and heard in the dark. 
I desire to use this occasion as a timely op­
portunity to make the apparent darkness 
speak to us the truth about these underly­
ing principles. I desire to show, if I can, 
some of the elements which inhere in the 
darkness, and the ways in which these ele­
ments may be utilized for progress, in order 

. that the dawn may follow the darkness, and 
not be long delayed. 

I am not an economist and anl not look­
ing today at dollars and cents as the answer 
to the problems of our darkness. Riches 
and poverty both lie within the zone of 
darkness, as well as within the zone of light. 
Penury and \vant lurk in the shadows, but 
there is no blacker darkness than wealth ac­
quired by robbery and theft. 

But I '\-,,"ish rather to discuss today, dark­
ness in relation to mind and spirit, and to 
point out mental and spiritual attitudes that 
must be maintained if we are to look for a 
dawn to follow this darkness. 

The text is a word picture of the uni­
verse in the chrysalis state. \Vhen darkness 
was upon the face of the deep, nature had 
not broken its envelope, but lay dormant in 
its darkness. It was a period in which the 
earth is pictured as at rest, as within its 
cocoon, while its elements were incubating 
for its future life and development. Dur­
ing the darkness the Spirit of God is said to 
have been brooding over the chaos in prep­
aration for the coming light. 

This picture a f the beginnings a f nature 
is typical of nature's beginnings everywhere. 
How like the incubation of an egg is this 

story of the universe in its beginnings! How 
like conception and the beginnings of the 
human animal, when the first cells of the 
infant life begin their journey to the light! 

Not different are the beginnings of mind, 
in that \vonderful chrysalis of the mind, the 
new-born babe. In that little form which 
nature gave to each one of us, there \vas at 
first only mental darkness. Potentiality was 
there, to be sure, but only that-and dark­
ness was upon the face of the deep. But 
soon the chrysalis awoke and the mind be­
gan, little by little, to be set free to traverse 
its new world, and to expand its wings 
with every new ray of light that penetrated 
its windowpane. It began to notice objects, 
to distinguish sounds, to smile and laugh; 
then to love and trust, and on and on 
through the realms of experience and learn­
ing and knowledge until a master mind has 
unfolded from what was once but mental 
darkness. 

I am disposed to think that the "seed-bed" 
of the universe, which begins in darkness, 
and which is typical of the beginnings of or­
ganic matter, of the human body, and of the 
human mind, is also typical of the begin­
nings of spirit out of which that personality 
which we call the Hsoul" emerges. 

Scholars tell us that the evolution of so­
ciety, also, is only the evolution of the in­
dividual mind and soul "writ large." What­
ever processes mind and spirit go through 
in "breaking the shell" and emerging from 
darkness into light, society must pass· 
through, only on a more gigantic scale. 

If we may thank God for the chrysalis 
stage of the body, of the mind, and of the 
spirit, we may also thank him for the chrysa­
lis state of society, and for the possibility 
of growth out of the darkness, that is of­
fered to society in the centuries of its strug­
gle and progress. We need the perspective 
of history to realize the "ups and downs" of 
progress. Our present industrial and eco­
nomic period of gloom, our "crime waves," 
and our epidemics of political corruption 
have had their recurring parallels in history 
f rom the earliest beginnings of civilization. 

Four thousand years ago the chroniclers 
of ancient Egypt recorded on fragments of 
papyrus, which modern excavatlions have 
brought to light, the woes of the times in 
which they lived. "Righteousness is cast 
out; iniquity is in the council hall," they 
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said. "Lawless men are depriving the land 
of sovereignty. The plunderer is everywhere. 
Scanty is the gold; craftsmen are without 
work; the reaper of the harvest gets 
nothing, while he who plowed not profits. 
I show thee land upside down. What has 
happened has· never happened before." 

These are lamentations that were written 
before the golden days of Egypt; before 
Thutmose III, or Tut-ankh-amen. or Ram­
eses II-six hundred years before Moses 
led the children of Israel through the forty 
years' wilderness wanderings by which Is­
rael escaped from Egyptian bondage. Yet 
how like today they sound! Similar laments 
and similar alternating periods of depression 
and prosperity have recurred hundreds of 
times in the forty centuries since those far­
off laments. 

Yet the perspective shows us the great 
progress of civilization now as compared 
with the Israel of Moses' day, and the 
Egypt which built the pyramids. Today 
YOU can cross the wilderness in which Is­
rael journeyed for forty years, in two hours 
in an airplane. Dr. John Finley did it on 
the day on which he entered 1 erusalem with 
General AIIenby. near the close of the 
World War. Political and social institu­
tions have nlade a proportionate progress in 
these centuries since primitive laws and cus­
toms prevailed in Egypt and in Palestine. 
And even in religious faith and standards, 
who would change places today with the 
Israelite of the Judges, or the semi-barbar­
ous kings of the pre-Christian era? Or who 
would wish to go back to the religion of the 
~1iddle Ages or of the Spanish Inquisition? 

Throughout the centuries the darkness 
which again and again has seemed so black. 
has been metamorphosing civilization by the 
new impulses which it has given to solve its 
increasing problems, to throw off its ever­
recurring oppressors, and to unravel the 
tangles of its new and deepening muddles. 
As the child learns to walk amidst its falls 

. and bruises, so society grows stronger and 
wiser by the buffetings that come in its per­
iods of darkness. 

A hundred years ago it was said in the 
House of Commons in England, that it was 
the boast of Augustus Cresar, "that he 
found a Rome of brick and left it of mar­
ble." "But how much nobler," the speaker 
said, "will be our Sovereign's boast when he 

shall have it to say that he found the law 
dear and left it cheap; found it a sealed 
book, and left it a living letter; found it a 
patrimony of the rich and left it the inheri­
tance of the poor; found it the two-edged 
sword of craft and oppression, and left it 
the staff of honesty and the shield of inno­
cence." 

Thus a century ago English jurisprudence 
groaned under inj ustice, poverty, and greed, 
and sought through a changing civilization 
and new applications of law to enlighten the 
ignorant and to set the captive free. 

lust because of the darkness in which 
civilization was born and has been cradled, 
a resistless endeavor , persistent, if intermit­
tent, has been evolved through buffetings, 
sufferings, hardships, and sometimes de­
spair, which has been pushing humanity ever 
upward toward the light. We see here in 
this challenge to struggle, the significance of 
the darkness that imprisons life, and com­
pels ceaseless conflict for every upward step. 
It is to measure that significance, and to 
evaluate it that I bring to this senior class 
in this baccalaureate sermon, the theme, 
"The Darkness before the Dawn." 

N a one will doubt the darkness of the 
economic outlook, which has fallen now up­
on the world. Little less doubt can exist 
of the disturbing problems of lawlessness 
~nd crime, or of the problems of govern­
ment and of the church and the institutions 
of religion. But if the "seed-bed" of prog­
ress is the battle ground with obstacles, then 
darkness is a challenge, and not a defeat. 

The quality which marks the supremacy 
of mind and spirit is a quality possessed. by 
nothing but the enlightened human soul. It 
is a quality which even in the dense dark­
ness stands up to its task and says, "I will 
find a way, or make one." That is a qual­
ity out of which leadership is made. It is 
the unconquerable quality which nothing 
but difficulty and hardship and darkness 
can create. But to possess that quality 
men's minds must be enlightened, and their 
hearts must be stout. The mission of the 
darkness, for the intelligent mind, is in its 
gift of opportunity to face courageously 
stern facts and hard problems, and work 
out a solution. The significance of the dark­
ness is in the "ministry ,of suffering," where 
enlightened intelligence heroically fights its 
way out of its difficulties into the light. 
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Here is where college training must bear 
its richest fruit. It is not in the dollars that 
men can earn with this or that particular 
knowledge, or specialized skill; but it is in 
the possession of intelligent perspective; it 
is in the knowledge of a progress through the 
years; it is in a readiness to meet difficulties 
of whatever sort with courage, wisdon1, 
faith and fortitude, that men show the qual­
ity of their culture, and the value of the 
darkness. Poise, assurance, wisdom will 
"find a way or make one." That educatioll, 
equips men and women to do. 

It was said of Jesus the Son of God, that 
"Though he were a son, yet learned he 
obedience by the things which he suffered." 
If Jesus Christ needed the discipline of suf­
fering to bring his learning and his divine 
ministry to perfection, shall we object to 
the hardships of four years of college train­
ing or the challenge of dark days when these 
years have been completed? If our educa­
tion has had power in it, we are now better 
fitted to tackle the big problems of the 010st 
complicated and intricate age the world has 
ever seen. 

Sixty-seven years ago, when ... '\braham 
Lincoln was assassinated, Jonathan Allen. 
who was later president of Alfred Univer­
sity, said: "Humanity has never taken a 
step forward but that step has dripped with 
blood; no truth affecting human character 
or human destiny has ever been reduced 
from the abstract to the concrete without 
being baptized in blood." 

President Allen was interpreting the dark­
ness of the Civil War and the death of 
America's great martyr President~ in terms 
of progress through blood. Today, after 
nearly threescore and ten years, I am trying 
to interpret progress through the darkness. 

., It is the same principle, defined in terms of 
blood and of darkness. Who shall say that 
there is not darkness even more baffling to 
progress. and more trying to men's souls, 
than civil war and martyrdom? 

By some law of Infinite wisdom, we are 
not born full grown. We must grow by ac­
tion and strain and stress of endurance. One 
of the things we must learn to endure and 
to utilize for progress is the darkness. The 
child learns to creep and then to walk. The 
scholar struggles out of his ignorance 
through mistakes and disappointments into 
knowledge. Any unsolved problem is a chal-

lenge to him. Civilization, too, can learn 
its lessons only by similar processes. It 
must suffer and struggle and fail, and try 
again; its lessons are never learned. Each 
nevv turn of the wheel of time adds its new 
problems with their own attendant struggles 
and sufferings. 

These problems for our own day must 
now be met by our college-trained men and 
women. It is "the thing that can't be done" 
that challenges the biggest and bravest souls. 
Our college men and women are these big­
gest and bravest souls and they will meet the 
challenge of dark days in proportion as their 
education has been sound, and as they have 
learned the 111eaning of the darkness. 

It has recently been said "that the crash 
of 1929, when Wall Street values tumbled. 
and the bottom dropped out of industry, 
n1arked the beginning of Anlerica's eco­
nomic and intellectual maturity." I f that 
statement is true, what an agony of suf­
fering accompanied that beginning of l11a­
turity! The sudden transfer of public 
thought from the all-absorbing pursuit of 
piling up dollars, to the extrell1e opposite, 
namely, to a struggle to rescue something 
from the sinking ship, and to the painful 
duty of charity to nlultitudes of stranded, 
perishing passengers, is an extreme exal11ple 
of reaching out toward maturity through 
suffering. That is a vivid picture of the 
darkness that conles before the dawn. 

This economic disaster is the most uni­
versal interpretation of the significance of 
darkness that has ever challenged Inankind. 
It reaches to the ends of the earth and no in­
dividual escapes it. I f now our analysis 
of the underlying significance of darkness 
or difficulty, is correct, namely, that it is 
the challenge to progress, then our use of 
this darkness will be our measure of its 
power to push us toward the light. Every 
calamity, every disappointment, every hard­
ship or suffering, every heart pang of pity 
and charity, has within it resources for self­
realization, for spiritual enrichlnent, for ma­
turity of character, and for insight, un­
equalled by any other experience, if we have 
learned the secret of letting the spirit of 
God brood upon us while we learn the les­
sons of darkness. The darkness must show 
men and nations the way to obedience 
through suffering; and a way to a new ap­
proach to the solution of problems that· are 
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threatening to submerge the institut"ions of 
civilization, and the souls of men. The way 
must be found, and will be found, as we let 
the darkness turn us to God, who is the In­
finite source of light. 

It is difficult to talk of darkness to col­
lege nlen and women .. without yielding to the 
tenlptation to tell the story of the light, for 
it is the function of the college to find the 
way to the light. But I have reserved the 
story of the light for nly next baccalaureate 
sermon. It is because I believe in the light 
that I have courage to face problems in the 
dark. But I have wanted, today. to nlake 
the dark resonant with the challenge to find 
the light. 

I would have you, my young friends-of 
this class, feel confident as you look out into 
the uncertainties of the future, that there 
is one thing that is certain, and that one cer­
tain thing is that every problem, even the 
very darkest uncertainty, furnishes the 
opportunity which is the greatest asset of 
life, if only you are prepared to meet it with 
steadiness. wisdol1l, and fidelity. 

Heroes of faith, prophets. and patriots 
have been guided in the night, like the three 
wise men, by the star in the east. That star 
points to the manger cradle, to purity, and 
to love. The lesson of the night is to find 
the star. 

God bless you all, and keep you always. 
even in the night, and make the darkest hour 
the one which leads to the greatest victory, 
because you find the star and follow it. 

• • OBITUARY 
ObUuary N otlcea of 30 line,. ft'11I be published 

In tbl ... eoluDln w-Ithout ehartre. Additional lineN 
1ft-Jn lie eharged for at the rate of :k! per line. 
(Average S ,verdR to the line.) 

• • 
BEEBE.-In the death of Mrs. William R. Beebe 

the community of Alfred has lost one of its 
long-time and much-loved residents. Mrs. 
Beebe was born in Jasper, N. Y., in 1856. 

In 1876 she was married to William R. Beebe 
and moved with her husband to their farm in 
Elm Valley, where they made their home for 
thirty-eight years. In 1914, they removed to the 
village of Alfred where they lived until after 
the death of Mr. Beebe a few years ago. 

For the past eight years Mrs. Beebe has made 
her home with her daughter, Mrs. Leon B. 
Smith, at Camp Hill, Pa. She died on June 1, 
1932, at the home of her daughter after a six 
weeks' illness. The body was brought back to 

Alf red and was buried by the side of her hus­
band in the Alfred Rural Cemetery on June 3. 

Mrs. Beebe was a member of the First Seventh 
Day Baptist Church of Alfred, and of the Kan­
akadea Chapter of the O. E. S. She was a wo­
man of Quiet but genuine character, and her life 
was full of kindly ministrations, not only to her 
friends and loved ones, but to any who were in 
need. 

She leaves two daughters, Mrs. Glenn A. Bur­
dick, and Mrs. Leon B. Smith; and one grand­
daughter, Marilyn Elaine Smith. 

B. C. D. 

Sabbath School Lea.on III.-July 18. 1932 
THE PASSOVER-Exodus 11: 1-12: 36 

Golden Text: "Our passover also hath been 
sacrificed, even Christ." 1 Corint~ians 5: .'1. 

DAIL Y READINGS 

July 10-The Passover Outlined. Exodus 12: 
3-14. 

July ll-The Passover Observed. Exodus 12: 
21-28. 

July 12-Keeping the Passover. Numbers 9: 
1-8. 

July 13-Christ Keeping the Passover. Luke 
22: 7-16. 

July 14--Christ Our Passover. 1 Corinthians 
5: 1-8. 

July IS-Redeemed by Christ. 1 Peter 1: 13 .. 
23. 

July 16-Thirsting for God. Psalm 63: 1-7. 
(For Lesson Notes, see Helping Hand) 

RECORDER WANT ADVERTISEMENTS 

For Sale. Help Wanted. and advertisement. 
ot a like nature. will be rUD In this oolumn at 
one cent per word tor ftrst Insertion and on.­
halt cent per word for each additional InsertlOll. 

Cash must accompany eacb advertl.ement • 

FOR SALE.-In Central New York. 36 A. heavy 
timber, mostly hardwood. Also 6 year lease 
on 6-room home, newly papered and painted. 
hardwood floors, etc" on good road 1% miles 
from village In S. D. B. community. $1,000. 
For full particulars, write Mrs. F. W. Sch.ule. 
508 V\r. 7th St., Owensboro. Kentucky. 7;..4-1t 

LETTERS TO THE SMITHS. by Uncle Oliver. 
Of special Interest to young people. but con­
tain many helpful words ~or parents who 
have the interests ot thetr 80Dsand daugh­
ters at heart. Paper bound. 96 pages and 
cover. 25 cents; bound in cloth, 50 cents. 
Mailed on receipt of price. Sabbath Recorder. 
Plainfield. N. J. 

--------
JUNIOR GRADED H'ELPS. four year course. 

four parts each year. l5c each. Intermediate 
H.elps. three year course. four parts each year. 
each 15c. Teacher"s helps tor Junior les80ns, 
each part 36c: for Intermediate, ISc each. 
Sabbath Recorder. Plainfield. N. J. 

A MANUAL OF SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST PRO­
CEDURE (Revised). Is a book of exceptional 
value to those who would know more about 
Seventh Day Baptist ecclesiastical manners 
and customs. Price. attractively bound In 
cloth. $1 postpaid. Sabbath Recorder .. Plain­
field, N. J. 
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