many. Enter thou into the joy of our hearty
congratulations.

After church Mrs. Rogers found in the
poinsettia plant a fat envelope with these
words on it:

Forty plus dollars

For forty plus years
From forty plus friends.

—Milton Junction Telephone.

NORTH LOUP, NEB.

Mrs. G. L. Hutchins received a most wel-
come Christmas gift in the way of a letter
from her sister, Dr, Grace Crandall, of
Shanghai, China, which arrived here Decem-
ber 25. It was mailed November 29. Doctor
Crandall tells of working in a refugee camp,
in which from 16,000 to 20,000 people are
cared for. Food is a problem, and at the
present time, the Red Cross is feeding the
people but one meal a day, and that steamed
flour bread. Doctor Crandall says that at
present there is plenty of help, but the need

is very great.
Friday, the Seventh Day Baptist young
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The cantata consisted of much chorus work,
there being solos, duets, men's and women’s
choruses, besides. Soloists were Mrs. Merton
Barber, Delmer Van Horn, Albert Babcock,
and Lillian Babcock.

As the offertory selection, Mr. and Mrs.
Delmer Van Horn played the ‘“‘Christmas
Song™ with violin and clarinet. The pianist,
Mrs. Ava Johnson, and the organist, Mrs.
Nina Johnson, gave as the voluntary *‘Christ-
mas Fantasia.”

Previous to the service Mrs. Harlan Bren-
nick played Christmas hymns on the organ in
the balcony, which were especially beautiful.

Mrs. Cora Hurley acted as reader during
the cantata, which added much to the service.

—North Loup Loyalist.

MARRIAGES

KENYON-SAUNDERS.—On November 27, 1937, in
the Gothic Chapel at Alfred, N. Y., Elwood
Kenyon and Gertrude Saunders were united
in marriage. Pastor A. Clyde Ehret ofhci-
ated. Their future home will be in Alfred.

BorroMs-VoorHEES.—At the home of the bride’s

- .

people presented a short play, ““The Christ-
mas Road,” directed by Mrs. Merton Barber,
Lois Barber, and Mrs. Jim Scott, members
= of the committee. The play was supposed to
L1 take place in the South. The young lady, the groom’s father, Rev. 'E. H. Bottoms.
Lo Mary Babcock, who was homesick, was made They will make their home in Richburg,
£ 3 to see the way to Christmas means of N. Y.
i tableaux, showing the scenes of the Holy =
- Child’s birth. These were made very effective
by the use of special lights arranged by Mer—
ton Barber. The nativity scene was es
beautiful. The costumes were in charge of
Merle Davis, and showed much work.
Scripture was read by Geraldine Gowen,
and prayer offered by Pastor Hill. Carols were
sung by the audience, led by Delmer Van
Horn, chorister of the Sabbath school. As

grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Frank A. Voor-
hees of Friendship, N. Y., on October 20,
1937, Charles H. Bottoms and Janice Louise
Voorhees, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Vern
Voorhees of Bolivar, N. Y., by their pastor,

cotrotes

—

RECORDER WANT ADVERTISEMENTS

For Sale, Help Wanted, and advertisements
of a llke nature, will be run in this column at
one cent per word for first insertion and one-
half cent per word for each additional insertion.

Cash must accompany each advertisement.

“SERMONETTES” for Sabbath Reading, ten
cents. Also Hebrew taught bir corr - '
dence. Send 15 cents for first eslon. iss ‘ l

Lois R. Fay, Princeton, Mass. 11-1-31t M. WARDNER DAVIS—1865-1937
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Sabbath Signs A valued friend from the
West_ writes that were it not for the name on
the cover of the SABBATH RECORDER a disin-
terested n would not know that it is
published by Seventh Day Baptists. Of course
that is rather an overstatement, as on the
second page is the statement, ““The SABBATH
RecorDer (Established in 1844) a Seventh
Day Baptist weekly, published by the Ameri--
can Sabbath Tract Society, Plainfield, N. ]J.™
That ought to count for something.

But of course what is meant is that the
Sabbath is not mentioned often enough or
that articles directly making known what we
believe do not appear as often as they should.
This criticism is doubtless justified.

While the SABBATH RECORDER is a family
paper and should bring 'helpful articles of:
various types, it should also constantly strive
to tell the world what Seventh Day Baptists
believe, and particularly what they believe
about the Sabbath—as our new Statement of
Belief most comprehensively puts it:

Article X. The Sabbath

We believe that the Sabbath of the Bible, the
seventh day of the week, is sacred time, ante-
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dating Moses and having the sanction of Jesus;
that it should be faithfully kept by all Christians
as a day of rest and worship, a symbol of God’s
presence in time, a pledge of eternal Sabbath

rest.

Genesis 2: 2, 3; Exodus 20: 8-11; Isaiah 58:
13, 14; Ezekiel 20: 20; Luke 4: 16; Mark 2:
27, 28; Acts 13: 42-44; Matthew 5: 17-19.

This, it is to be regretted, is not often
enough done. We think, however, that the
material usually carried is of a nature and
quality that will help to commend whatever
statements may be made whenever they do
appear. We cannot get away from thinking
that the grounds for criticism implied in
“What you do speaks so loud we can’t hear
what you say,” should be avoided by all of
us. Every article should in some way give
confidence to the reader in the matter of Sab-
bath and Sabbath-keeping pronouncements.
Too often, we fear, the things the SABBATH
RECORDER stands for and the denomination
stands for are discounted by the “disinterested
person,” by the lukewarm Christian Sabbath
observance, or by the lack of observance on
the part of the subscriber or reader of the
RECORDER himself. This is no reflection on
the friend who has written, whose consistent
living and Sabbath keeping have been some-
what known to the editor for many years.
But any reader of these pages will readily
understand what we mean.

We need to teach the Sabbath doctrine; we
do need to spread it abroad, but even more
we need more conscientiously to practice the
truth and principles of the Sabbath than
we do.

So may the editor ask the reader—what do
you do about the Sabbath? What signs do
you show? Does your Christian living attract
others to Christ, and does your Sabbath keep-
ing justify your doctrine?

Not only must we teach the Sabbath, we
must keep it; our lives should be enriched by
our experiences in finding ways of meeting
the problems we face, and that others face,
in endeavors to be loyal to God and this
truth. Let us show the marks a critical and
unbelieving world expects to see.

Plus Jesus proclaimed a policy of doing more
than actually enough to get by. Go the sec-
ond mile—when demand was made for one
to go the one mile. Do more than is ex-
pected. The operator who watches the clock
lest he work a minute over time is a legalist.
The merchant who removes a grain of tea

~

from the scales to make them just balance
may be honest, but he misses more than the
dliver of tea amounts to. Doing the plus
brings appreciation and finds its own reward.

A distinguished and high ranking officer
of the army on a motor trip ran out of gas in
a2 cold rain. He had to walk a long distance
to reach a gas station. Here a boy quickly
and cheerfully came to his assistance. The
general was driven back to his car. In the
pouring rain the empty tank was supplied
with sufficient gas to drive the car to the
gas station. The boy absolutely refused to
take a tip. The general tried to pay for the.
extra service rendered, but the owner re-
fused to take more than the actual price of
the gas. He said that before this boy was
employed the station had been losing money,
but ever since he began to work here .busin&s.s
had been good and was increasing daily. This
boy with cheerful spirit gladly served t.he cus-
tomers, not only rendering the service ex-
pected of him, but also going away beyond
and doing the “‘plus.” |

It is not enough just to get by. At the gas
station, at the desk, in the shop, in the pul-
pit—everywhere it’s the second mile that
counts most. Let us not be afraid of doing
the “‘plus.”

Items of Interest Judge Malcolm Hatfield, of
the Juvenile Court in Michigan, says: “The
courts cannot compete with the cheap dance
halls, divorce mills, road houses, pool rooms
and questionable theaters and magazines.
Thousands of children will soon turn to crime
if their parents are not educated to their
duties and responsibilities. Ten million chil-
dren who are affiliated with no church can-
not be expected to develop character and
high ethical standards of morality.”

The judge was exceedingly severe with two
socially prominent and well-to-do parents in
court recently when their only son was im-
plicated in an arson charge. The parents at-
tempted to shift the responsibility for their
son’s conduct to his playmate, but the judge
turned to the couple and said: “Both of you
are so busy with your club, lodge, and social
obligations that you have no time left to
train your child. If I again hear of you
employing a high school girl at ten cents an
hour to supervise this nine-year-old boy I will
be forced to remove him from your custody.”

—The Christian Advocate.
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Seventh Day Baptists should heartily com-
mend and second the opposition which our
Seventh Day Adventist friends are giving to..
three bills pending in Congress. One bill,
which would divide the year into quarters
consisting of 91 days each, eliminating the
365th day in normal years and the 365th and
366th during leap years, was termed by Rev.
C. S. Longacre, head of the religious commit-
tee of the general conference, a ‘‘challenge
to our liberties.” ‘The bill, which was intro-
duced by Representative Joseph Gray of
Pennsylvania, would cause a fluctuation of
week days with Sunday and Sabbath falling
in mid-week during some years. .

Another bill providing for a fine of $5,000
or two years imprisonment for those who
“advocate or teach principles of government
based in whole or in part upon opposition to
or discrimination against individuals of any
particular race or creed,” was attacked as dan-
gerous to religious liberty.

The third measure would prohibit sending
through the mails “papers, pamphlets, books,
pictures, and writings designed or adopted,
or intended to cause racial or religious hatred,
or bigotry or intolerance.”

In explaining the stand of the Seventh Day

Adventists, Mr. Longacre declared: *“These -

bills, if enacted, would destroy religious lib-

erty, free speech, and a free press just as verily

as in dictatorial forms of government.”
—Religious News Service.

The National Preaching Mission com-
pleted its two-year schedule with the meet-
ing at Jacksonville, Fla., December 3, 1937.
The second year began September 13, 1936,
and forty-one great centers of population
were held covering the entire country with a
few exceptions. The total attendance reported
was 1,629,215. It is thought at least another
million should be added who attended the
supplementary missions of the two and eight
day nature. |

This year a University Christian Mission
will be held to be known as “Religion and Life
Conference.” This National Preaching Mission
will be among colleges and universities. - The
first four of these will be the University. of
North Carolina, Ohio State University, Uni-
“versity of Wisconsin, and the University of
Pennsylvania; the dates are Ohio, January
16-23: North Carolina, January 23-28; Wis-
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consin, February 20-27; Pennsylvania, Feb-
ruary 28-March 3.

Dr. John A. Macay, president of Princeton
Theological Seminary, is chairman of the or-
ganizational committee, and Dr. Jesse M.
Bader, executive secretary of the Federal
Council’s: Department of Evangelism, is direc-
tor of the University Christian Mission.

~Z
BELIEFS OF SEVENTH DAY BAPTISTS
AN APPRAISEMENT |

BY REV. A. L. DAVIS

It is the writer’s conviction that our new
Statement of Beliefs could not have been for-
mulated ten, or even five, years ago. When
the committee was appointed, two years ago,
:ilginy said no revision of our beliefs was pos-

e.

The  task of drafting our new statement
was committed to four men—men of strong
convictions and differing considerably in ideals
and methods of Biblical interpretation. For
two years the committee gave time, thought,
and prayer to the task. Counsel was sought
from others. Open hearings were held at the
last General Conference. When the draft
was completed, it was presented to the Gen-
eral Conference where it received open and
free discussion. It was then referred back to
the committee for revision. When finally
presented to the Conference at Shiloh, 1937,
it was adopted without a dissenting vote.

It was not such a statement as any one of
us would have drafted or could have drafted.
It has balance because many minds helped to
shape it. And while it is not yet the best
possible. statement, it is superior in every re-
spect to the old statement.

It is significant at this hour, when creeds
rest lightly on men’s consciences and organic
church union is the rallying cry, that Seventh
Day Baptists should make a new declaration
of faith. It is significant, when church lead-
ers in many communions are laboring for a
united Protestantism, that Seventh Day Bap-
tists should again declare their abiding con-
victions in the permanency of the great basic
truths upon which the denomination has been
built, and that they should state these in
clearer, more positive language than expressed
in the Exposé.

It is heartening, too, for us to declare to
our churches, our young people, and to the
people of the world that our Seventh Day
Baptist heritage is so large and glorious that
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out of love and loyalty to Jesus Christ it
must be preserved, and that no organic union
is possible, so far as Seventh Day Baptists are
concerned, if our heritage is to be repudiated
or our convictions submerged.

All through their history Baptists have been
the only large denomination who have delib-
erately made themselves a voice for liberty of
conscience. All through Seventh Day Bap-
tist history we have unfalteringly taught that
every man by nature possesses the divine right
of private judgment in interpreting the Scrip-
tures; that it is his privilege to read and ex-
plain the Bible for himself without dictation
from any man, being answerable to God only;
that he has the right to hold such religious
opinions as he believes the Bible teaches with-
out hindrance from any one, so long as he
does not interfere with the rights of others.

Jesus Christ, the founder of the Church,
stood for democracy among his followers. In
the kingdom where Jesus rules, the greatest
person is a servant—a slave—not kings or
princes, presbyters, bishops, or popes. Hence
in our denomination there is no governing
body with dictatorial powers over any local
church, neither associations nor the General
Conference.

This legacy of ecclesiastical freedom is the
costliest legacy left us by our Redeemer. It
will forever be worth while for a denomina-
tion to withstand the new fashion of these
artificial joinings to witness to this principle
alone. | -

(Read carefully the General Statement and
Polity of our Beliefs. Such do not appear in
the Exposé.)

It is not within the scope of this article to
make a general comment on each article. in
our Statement of Beliefs. However, attention
will be called to some of the most important
changes.

Art. I1—God. Here our belief is ex-

pressed not only in a good and just God, Cre-
ator, and Governor (Exposé), but in our lov-
ing Father. .

Art. II.—Jesus Christ.
express our belief in the dual personality of
Christ—Son of God and Son of man. In
our new statement he is not only ‘““God mani-
fest in the flesh,” but our Savior, Teacher,
Guide, seeking to draw all men to him in love
and obedience.

Arts. III, IV, V—while changed some, will
not be discussed.

In our Exposé we

Art. VI—Sin and Salvation. This is- prac-
tically a new statement. It is partly cov-
ered by Arts. V and VII in the Exposé. The
writer of this article believes that sin is dis-
obedience, that it is transgression of the law
—but he believes also that when we define
gin as “‘any want of conformity to the charac-
ter and will of God,” we have made a more
searching, testing definition of sin. And in

salvation we have made it center in the death

" of Christ on the cross.

Art. VII—Eternal Life. This short article
takes the place of Arts. VI, X, and XI of t.he;
Exposé. In this article we declare our belief
in the resurrection of Jesus Christ (not a mere
survival of influence after death), and that
eternal life will be the reward of all the re-
deemed. While some of us were disappointed
in not securing a clean-cut declaration of our
belief in the second coming of Christ, there is
at least a reference to it in the declaration,
“He will come in heavenly glory,” and again
in reference to the Lord’s Supper (Art. IX);
“till he come.” But it is well to remember
that in the Exposé, no reference is made
either to the resurrection of Jesus, or the sec-
ond coming.

Arts. VIII and XI are both new. One de-
fines the Church, and the other stresses evan-
gelism. These will not be discussed.

Art. IX—The Sacraments. Seventh Day
Baptists recognize only two sacraments—bap"
tism and the Lord’s Supper. In our Exposé,
we declare our belief in the duty of all men

to be “baptized” and declare the Lord’s Sup-

per to be “‘an ordinance of religion,” neither
of which represents accurately Seventh Day
Baptist belief. In this day when many Bap-
tists are slipping into the popular conception
that baptism is a sort of meaningless .t]hmg,
and are expressing their willingness to give up
the practice of immersion for sake of church
union, it is well that we have stated unequiv-
ocally our belief in the necessity and efficacy
of baptism of believers by immersion. And
we have stated our belief that the Lord's
Supper commemorates the suffering and ”death
of the world’s Redeemer “till he come.

Art. X—The Sabbath. Our position on
the Sabbath has never been expressed in one
short paragraph more clearly or more com-
prehensively than here. And certainly when
we declare that it is our belief that it should
be kept by all Christians, we are under obliga-
tion to share it with others.
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In conclusion, let me say that in our State-
ment of Beliefs we have clarified our thinking
and strengthened our position. We have af-
firmed in positive terms our convictions that
there is a place in the world’s work for Sev-
enth Day Baptists; that we stand for liberty
of conscience, for the freedom of the individ-
ual will, and for Christian democracy; that
the distinctive tenets of our faith are funda:
mental and vital to Christian faith; and that
no organic church union is possible, for us,
if those convictions must be submerged.

If these great truths for which Seventh Day
Baptists stand shall only grip our minds and
hearts, we will go forward with a vitalized
program of Sabbath-keeping evangelism, and
a new day will dawn for us.

"MISSIONS
NOTES REGARDING MISSIONS

(Gathered at the annual meeting of the Foreign
Missions Conference)

The annual meeting of the Foreign Missions
Conference which was held in Toronto, Jan-
uary 4 to 6, was of far-reaching importance.
It was of unusual interest on account ot two
items in particular. The conference is com-
posed of boards and societies in the United
States and Canada and, though this was the
forty-fifth annual session, it was the first one
to be held in Canada. The item of chief im-
port, however, was the situation in China.
This item made every session tense, and calls
for a more extended account of the annuai
session this year. |
What the Foreign Missions Conference Is

and Its Purpose

The Foreign Missions Conference is com-
posed of boards and societies carrying on
foreign mission work. The most of the boards
in Canada and the United States are members,
the number now being about one hundred.
There are similar conferences in other coun-
tries. For instance, there are National Chris-
tian Councils in China, Japan, and Africa,
as well as in Europe and America. The objec:
of these organizations is to unite the Protest-
ant churches in the promotion of foreign mis-
sions and the establishment of Christ’s king-
dom upon earth. These organizations in the
various countries are united in what is called
the International Missionary Council.

The Foreign Missions Conference of the
United States and Canada, in addition to
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uniting Protestant churches in carrying the
gospel to foreign countries, is the organization
through which the various societies communi-
cate with the federal government and through
which the federal government communicates
with the societies. It is through the Foreign
Missions Conference that missionary societies
secure permission from foreign governments
to do mission work in their countries, and in
other ways it aids the boards.

Subjects Considered at the Annual Meeting

Subjects considered during the nine sessions
of the recent annual meeting cover much
ground and are significant. Among these
were: Problems Faced by Christians in China,
Problems Faced by Christians in Japan; The
Situation in the Far East as It Affects the
Mission Boards and the Home Churches; The
Bearing of the Missionary Enterprise on
World Peace and the Social Order; The New
Emphasis in Missions; Interpretations of the
World Christian Program for Ministers,
Adults, Youth, Students; and The Living
Church.

While these subjects were treated by some
of the ablest men in the Christian Church,
some of the best things were brought out in
the “discussions,” and much time was spent in
worship, especially in prayer.

Delegates

It was stated that the management antici-
pated seventy-five delegates, but it was re-
ported at the last session that there were two
hundred sixty-eight. These delegates were
appointed by the boards and societies belong-
ing to the conference and among them were
many foreign missionaries. As near as the
writer could judge, there were more mission-
aries from China than any other country, but
other foreign countries—such as Japan, Ma-
nila, India and Africa—were well repre-
sented.

Over the door of the convention hall in the
Royal York Hotel, where all the sessions were
held, was a placard stating that ‘“‘none but
delegates are  admitted.” This rule seemed
to be strictly adhered to. Evidently news-
paper reporters had not been invited and
none were present, though the great prob-
lems of the nation, as well as those of the
church, were discussed by some of the foremost
thinkers. It was a time when those bearing
the greatest burdens of the world could dis-
cuss among themselves the problems burdening
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their hearts without fear of being misunder-
stood by a cynical world.

China and Japan |

As already stated, what is taking place in
China and its bearing on Christian missions
and world problems were uppermost in thought
at every session and made the entire atmos-
phere tense. Many seemed to feel that the
present civilization is tottering. No one pro-
fessed to know how far Japan is to be al-
lowed to go, but the common sentiment seemed
todbe that her cruel devastation is not at an
end.

The predicament of Christians in Japan, as
well as those in China, was the subject of
much thought and prayer. Not only is there
danger that the awful things taking place
may cause many to lose faith in Christianity,
but also there is the question of how to main-
tain fellowship between the Christians belong-
ing to the two nations and how to prevent
hate and bitterness. That a splendid spirit is
being exercised is shown by the fact that in
Japan Christians are under suspicion of dis-
loyalty to their government because of their
fellowship with and sympathy for Chinese
Christians.

New problems grow up in Japanese occu-
pied territories. Dr. Herbert Welch, bishop
of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Shang-
hai and China, stated that Japan is wanting
to put Japanese books, theories, and missionary
literature into Chinese churches and schools
in the territory occupied by the Japanese. It
was also stated that it is going to be difficult
to maintain churches and schools because Chi-
nese Christians want to move out of Japanese
controlled territory. Missionaries, however,
want to stay where they are.

The problem of relief was under discussion
several times and a large part of the last
session was given to the considering of ‘“‘ways
and means.” It is evident that millions of
women, children, wounded men, and others
are helpless and suffering; and it is equally
evident that Christians on all continents are
able and willing to help with their means.

The question of returning missionaries was
mentioned only once during the nine sessions
and that was the last day when Doctor Warn-
shuis read a letter just received from a mis-
sionary in China. The statement of the author
of the letter was to the effect that in his sec-
tion they are no longer needing more nurses
and doctors, but they are in dire need of

rial things — food, clothing, medicine.
%llaf:writer ta.%ked with officers of other boards
and of the Poreign Missions Conference re-
garding the return of missionaries on furlough,
and among them was Doctor Robinson, one of
the secretaries of the Northern Baptist For-
eign Missionary Board. He said, “We have
let one old-timer go back.” He also stated
that the missionary’s wife wanted to go with
him and the board had objected.

Some Things We Can Do for China

The burning question with Christians is
what can be done under the circumstances for
the establishment of the kingdom of Christ
in China. Rev. J. W. Decker, D.D.,.one of
the secretaries of the American Baptist For-
eign Missionary Society, in an address made
some pertinent statements regarding this sub-
ject. Among other things he said: We must
work together for a final solution; we must
not make hasty decisions; we must make our
program flexible and adaptable to change;
we must not be shunted off; we must continue
to serve in Japanese occupied territory; we
must give full expression to humanitarian
service; the Church must translate its message
into deeds of mercy; we must remember that
the scattering abroad of the disciples by per-
secution in apostolic days ultimately advanced
the kingdom of Christ, and “that one day with
the Lord is as a thousand years, and a thou-
sand years as one day.”

Statements Made
It appears that we are facing the greatest
number of unsolved problems Christianity has
ever known.
We must think and plan in world terms.

Laymen are sometimes ahead of the mis-
sionary secretaries in planning and work.

I am convinced that the united missionary
movement is on the increase and the ministry
is unaware of this. We find the ministry
awake regarding social problems and youth
movements, but not to the increase in united
missionary movements. .

The things preachers pray about in public
influence more than the things about which
they preach. Pray for missions. :

The more we hear of social responsibility
the less we hear of personal responsibility.

What we want is not the blotting out of
denominations, nations, and races, but a world
state governed by love.
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There is greater unity among denomina-
tions than is reali by many people. The
organizations working for unity, such as the
Faith and Order Movement, started out to
promote unity by seeing what each denomina-
tion could give up; after a time there was a
change in policy and the effort was to pro-
mote unity by emphasizing what denomina-
tions held in common; now the endcavor is to
promote union by unity of spirit, and this is
succeeding. We are no longer at swords
points. It is a bad psychology to keep harping
on divisions. There is a marvelous unity ex-
isting between denominations. It is a unity
of spirit. :

Let the church be a church. Let it be an
example of fellowship in Christ. Let it be a
pattern to social, political, and business organi-
zations.

What Christianity needs is a simple and

more intelligent evangelism

DENOMINATIONAL BUDGET
Statement of Treasurer., December. 1937

Receipts
December Total
Adams Center ........ccccev-.. - $ 139.50
Albion, special ................ 10.70 45.70
Alfred, First .............. e 80.20
Women’s Evangelical Society 30.00
’ $ 11020 580.84
Alfred, Second ............... 103.80
Battle Creek ........cccccccaens $ 1600
Special . .....cciiiiiiiiennn 1.35
$ {(7,.(33 180.92
Berlifl . ....cvececccaacoanannes $ A
eé.allr)lbatlzl school, special ..... 45.38
$ 55.38 lg;gg
Boulder . .....cccceececcaconss .
Brookfield, First .............. $ 10.00
rggbbaetl;l' school, special ...... 5.00
$ 1500 113.46
Brookfield, Second ............ 60.%3
Carltonl . ..ccivececoccccacnnns 2.75
Daytona Beach ............... 5.50 s
Denver . ....cceccecccccncnscns 190.00
De Ruyter ......ccceeeecenenes A
Edinburg . ..cocecevcecenenneans 500 115700
FAriNA . cccccecececscscscnasassne .
Fouke . ...ceeeeneecncccannonns 2(4)38
Friendship . ......cccccveeenee .
Genesee, First .......cccceeeee 3294 24?.‘33
%entry.li ...................... 25.06
art e cesecsevesssacesss e :
Hobron, First ... . 111100 807 4127
Hebron, Second .............. 5.00
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b Hopkinton, First ............. $ 38.00. Seventh Day Baptist C. E. Yet day by day, month by month, through- -~ No Disbursements

i C. E. society, special ........ 3.00 Union of New England, out the vyear, th’e rosebush just keeps on Balance, January 9, 1938 ................. $66.23
1 Intermediate C. E. society, special . .......iiiiiieiinnnn - .16 1.00 bl . I d - . .

SPECIAl + +ununrreeneiinonnn. 1.00 Shiloh-Marlboro Vacation g coming. .Its deep red blossoms are not )

S 2o lesop Dbl Sehool ... 855 |§ large, but they are very sweet. They do nott  The resignation of Mrs. Kenneth Hulin as
. . $ 42 - ss61443 Il flaunt their beauty; they solicit no praise; board member was read and accepted. The
1 %—Ic()lplnntgn. Second ............ 4.50 ggtsus) . $5,014. - .they make no plea; they just keep on opening. board regrets very much that Mrs. Hulin
J’; D e Sabbath s hool - December Receipts ¢ One sad November day a blighting chili deems it necessary to take this action.
SPECIAl . oo, 1350 1350 For budget ..............c.oiilo.... $1,067.18 1§ crept down from the distant northland to Voted that the board make its annual gift
Little Prairie ................. 1000 For special ................... 20208 1§  this Florida city. The hibiscus shriveled, and of $10 to the Foreign Missions Conference.
| LTos Angeles .................. 1320 sizeozs ||  its leaves turned black; trees that had proudly  Voted that five dollar checks be sent to the
i Marlboro . ...ovveooneieen.... 2078 7677 Di @  waved green branches all the year dropped associational correspondents for use in their
il Middle Island .............00. $ 2500 . | Disbursemenis @ their frozen foliage; even the grass looked work. -

Sabbath school ... ... o1 311 Mgsg::ril:lry Society ............ $ Sgggg ; sere. What of our rosebush? Yes, a few Voted that the board send $20 to Rev. H.
s mu 752 peaal . ......cicieinen s so1.03 | petals lay in a forlorn little heap on the FEugene Davis for relief work on his field.
i i : 80'00 Tract Society ........o.oo..... $ 140.00 ground. But new buds were opening; some The board was honored by the presence of
}E,ge):?:ia'l TrTiiiiereeccceseceeed S0 0 Special . ..........cccoa.... 16.83 full-blown roses still kept their brave faces Mrs. William Stillman, who is visiting the
Sabbath School Board m 156.83 turned to the sun; and in spite of cold and Southeastern Association in the interest of
I $ 105.00 667.90 Special . vourenoe Y 4335 drought and neglect and an unfriendly soil the Seventh Day Baptist Building. ~
i Milton Junction ............... $ 2847 —_ 12335 the rosebush keeps on its cheery blooming. These minutes were read and accepted.
L Special . ...... ... ... ...... 25.00 Young People’s Board ........ $ 1000 f Do you know p.eople like that? Adjourned to meet with Mrs. Oris Stutler
P Special . .........ooilll 9.50 - Yesterday a white-haired woman moved the second Sunday in February. |
. $ 5347 29615 W Board —_— lg.SO - slowly down the street. A pair of crutches '
i N Auburn .........c..o..... 7.68 oman’s Board .............. .00 =t. MRs. ORIS
£l New York City .o....ll11000 2262 28782 Ministerial Retirement ........ $ 60.00 8§ told a tale of suffering and handicap, and ' O. ST; TLER,
,i p II:Ingr-tﬂ;m}i‘ﬁ:p ...... eeeeaeeeans 2(5)% Special . .....iiiiiiiiiienn. 11.37 21.37 giihgshzr se;arch for health in cal strange lc:lty E P F;C;;tary ’
'y T eeeercesecanaeens . . . —_— . ace were peace and uncomplaint Mrs. E. F. Loo s
i Pawcatuck . .................. $ 256.00 Education Society ............. $ 7000 8 and a purpose to venture and to live beauti- President.
B C. E special ................ 3.00 Special . .................... 50.00 120.00 fully. She too 2 Feb
L 259.00 1,524.00 Historical Society ............ goo | Prayer.
PiSCataway . ........coo.cen... ’ "65.50 General Conference ........... 10700 § g TOUNG PEOPLE'S WORK
PI%I;/I:)ﬁx;::rlx s Sodioks spedad 11 $ gg% $120208 | MINUTES OF WOMANS BOARD MEETING A STUDY IN CONTRASTS
, cees - I o '11‘191;»:8Won:§n’:;1 Board met Sunday, January BY BURTON B. CRANDALL
Richbu ’ lggg 553’33 118 Main Street, Treasurer. 1 Salem, ’Vst Va. ox'?‘fanf zisﬁler? . HMrs. TrmLooe? Since light is the general theme of this
ichburg . .............0lol : . Westerly, R. I., E bo P P 5 X " meeting I have chosen as my text, if thus it
Riverside . ................... 30.00 496.85 January 1, 1938. i ro, presided and the following members may be called, the motto of Alfred. “‘Fiat lux™
Rockville . .....cccvveeennn... 90 57.75 were present: Mrs. Okey Davis, Mrs. O. B. y > . *
g?.lmenlll ¢ scesccceccsccssscecsccnse 12‘21153 ?(6)?88 BOIld Mlss Lotta Bond MI'S ’S O Bond (Let .there be hght)—a’ most a’pt phrase to
Stonefort, special 1111100 1500 700 WOMAN'S WORK | Mrs Edward Davis, Mrs. Homer May, Mrs. g aiucanon ai eali i, Ploneers
%};l;zguase e esessescsssecsesevea $ 25 35 650 WORSHIP PROG G' H‘ T.ra:lner, Mrs° OriS Q' Smder s ViSitOf s buﬂt a thoroughfare for intellectua_l and rey,
Special . 1111111 T3 FOR FEBRUART. 1936 § Mo William Stillman, Plainfield, N. J. ligious freedom across these rolling hills. They
| | > 19 Devot.lonals. were conducted by Mrs. Loof- dedicated their lives to the creation of a lamp
$ 3450 131.50 BY MRS. T. J. VAN HORN . bzro élsglg a’lngthy 4: 8-16. Prayers were of knowledge which might shine out over this
Waterford . .................. $ 2200 - ~ e - oftere ) resent. : -
Sabbath school, special ...... 84 ! To live justly; to venture bravely; to Th ty P d the followi areae% That such light as shed by this and
— { walk humbly; to think truly; and to | . ¢ ‘treasurer read the tollowing report other’ schools dotting the land was needed is
| $ 2284 0583 | meet life with a high heart—that is which was accepted: shown by the continued influx of those who
Welton . uuueeeeeennennnnn.. 2600 { Love and Joy and Peace. ; seek to broaden their intellectual horizons.
‘ Venie E. Bond, Treasurer,
West Edmeston ............... 10.00 ! . Let us glance for a moment at the back-
}Ngt?d C}oud ................. 88.80 Hymn: “I would be true.” In acc&‘g;a::l;h E;iiuﬁve Board &round of those who came to these early
nAV}npeaxll?l,- special ............ $ 4.00 Scripture: Psalm 96. ) v Receipts acadelt:_nies alild collefg es.OdThe majority c:f Gthoemd
Reta I Crouch «.....oovonn.. 15.00 A FEBRUARY ROSE Balance, December 12, 1937 .............. $6025 riorc ;°;nareg’:f‘ The bome ang o ane o
$ 1900 89.52 Down by the railroad track is a rosebush. .alg:n%miha(giroa;la(}alfl;hdget ............ $5.00 tivities dominated the economic organization
Western Association .......... 2856 28.56 Its roots are set in barren sand; nobody tends First National Bank, Salem ......... .98 of the first part of the nineteenth century,
ggsttﬁ;a:sttef:}n Ai::gl?ﬁti?nn ------ 3%32 it; no one prunes or pets it; no one seems to — 598 especially in the rural sections. There were
Conf erenc: oﬁeringcat..o...::::: 56312 love it. A flaming hibig.cus with great scar- | $66.23 Telatively few large urban centers and in these
Miscellaneous . ............... 1.54 let bells stands between it and the passer-by. much of the manufacturing was carried on
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in the home. The family was to a great ex-
tent eelf-sufficient and the bulk of economic
activity might be characterized as domestic.
Social activities centered largely in the home
with occasional social affairs in a nearby home
or village. Entertainment was to be found
within the home rather than outside.

What effect did this social environment and
economic organization have upon the religious
life of these people? Religion was essentially
a personal matter with the natural corollary
of family worship. The prayer at mother’s
knee, the first prayer in the family circle on
Friday night, and the offering of grace at the
table are all childhood memories to most of
you. Likewise the minister preached a ser-
mon exhorting his parishioners to mend their
ways and look within themselves for the dan-
gers which might prevent them from entering
the kingdom of heaven. The emphasis was
placed upon the need for the individual to
prepare himself for the hereafter. It is said
of Cotton Mather, that fiery old colonial
preacher, that his sermons on hell were so
realistic that the members of the congregation
used to clutch the backs of the pews to keep
from falling into the bottomless pit.

Religious doctrine was focused primarily on
the individual and his own private life with
less attention to the so-called social implica-
tions of his actions. Perhaps this accounts
in some measure for the number of death-bed
conversions. But this type of religious teach-
ing did produce a life filled with the strength
from God which was secured through personal
communion. Men such as Dwight L. Moody,
Sankey, Livingstone, and others too numerous
to mention, saw the wider implications of the
gospel and swayed the world with their zeal
and fervor.. They possessed a divine dynamic
and realized the need for personal redemption
as the basis for social regeneration. Their
roots were grounded in the personal gospel
which had been the heritage of their fore-
bears, and which was the possession of those
who pioneered here in early days.

During the latter half of the nineteenth
century social and economic movements slowly
but surely broke down the domestic and in-
‘dividualistic forms of organization. Many
of you are members of an organization which
did much to break down this individualism
among the rural population. The Grange was
started as a social organization to foster so-
cial activities, and has later broadened its
scope. Development of machine and factory
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production fostered the rapid growth of cities
and towns. A rapidly spreading transporta-
tion net also tended to break down these bar-
riers. However, religious concepts failed to
keep pace with the rapid growth of, and the
necessity for, co-operative action.
ism, as applied to industry, was not only
rugged but ruthless as well. There was a
failure to realize the social implications of
actions which might seem quite desirable to the
individual but detrimental to other members
of society. A case in point might be that of
the captains of industry, or the robber barons
as one author has called them, who secured
enormous profits for themselves at the ex-
pense of other individuals, usually labor. It
is interesting how religious many of these men
were and how many of them now attempt to
justify their acts by a peculiar twist of that
passage of Scripture which says “if you do my
will, all these things will be added unto you.

I heard that point expounded elaborately be-
fore an Epworth League group less than ten
years ago. Money profits are not the end
point of the Christian religion. In too many
cases religion has been kept in a compartment
during the week and brought out only for
Sunday, the law of the jungle existing during

‘the week.

Into such a chaotic situation came the light
of the social gospel. Our horizon had broad-
ened so that a wider interpretation of Chris-
tianity was necessary. The increasing number
and importance of human contacts required
such a change. The emphasis was shifted
from the preparation of the individual for the
after life and a personal application of religion
to the implications of his actions in this life.
Along with this emphasis upon the social
effects of the individual’s actions was the stress
laid upon group action as the important
method of meeting the ills which were so be-
setting us. This broadened interpretation of
religion in which the co-operation of Chris-
tians was widely heralded as vitally necessary
for social improvement fostered a much needed
co-operation between churches and denomi-
nations. This social gospel was ushered in
with the wave of humanitarianism following
the Civil War and has been given added em-
phasis since the World War.

The layman is now far more conscious of
those about him and their rights and privi-
leges than ever before. He is also conscious of
the strength of mass movements as shown by
his insatiable desire to join sectarian and non-

Individual-

sectarian groups, alike, which promote some
social reform. A social gospel, therefore, has
been a natural outcome of our social conscious-
ness where in ever expanding numbers we are
increasingly dependent upon each other and
also that our nation cannot exist half poor and
half prosperous. We must a realiza-
tion of this or we perish. We are our brother’s
keeper whether we will or not. The light of
the social gospel has disclosed dark corners
of our social system which call for action by
all Christians. We must pledge ourselves to
causes greater than ourselves, the final realiza-
tion of which may be far beyond our day.
As Browning has said, ““A man’s reach must
exceed his grasp or what’s a heaven for?”

However, let us consider for a moment a
major weakness in this social gospel which is
now becoming apparent. Paradoxical as it
may sound, this quotation from Kipling is
quite applicable to the present situation, “The
strength of the pack is in the wolf, the strength
of the wolf is in the pack.” Emphasis upon
group action and upon social areas lying with-
out ourselves has concentrated thought and
attention upon the first of these ideas, the
strength of the group, to the partial exclu-
sion of the second.

A few examples of what I mean will suf-
fice. A student attends a conference and is
heartily in favor of race tolerance until he is
called upon to carry out some project with
a person of another color. Interest in the wel-
fare of the poor runs high until a contribution
of effort or money is necessary. We all favor
better government until Election Day turns
out to be stormy, and we fail to use the only
weapon we have. Less graft and lower ex-
penses in government is our motto until we
are offered an opportunity to participate. So
with our Christian principles as applied to
war, gossip, relations between young people,
love for our neighbors, and all of our social
relationships. What we will do in any given
social circumstance, whether concerning war
or whether to speak to another person, is
basically a personal matter and largely de-
termined by what we are, not what the group
may believe. On this point we might para-
phrase an old saying, “The group is willing
but the individual is weak.”

Well, what has happened? Our prayers
seem to have shifted from the extreme of
“Bless me and my wife, my son John and his
wife, we four and no more,” to ““O God, help
the other fellow to see the light and let me
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give it to him.” Christian leadership has seen
the need for more personal evangelism as the
b?st method of strengthening the effectiveness
of group action—not necessarily the “glory,
hallelujah™ type of the old Methodist camp
meetings, but a real deep conversion which
will be of lasting importance to the individual.

The importance of personality was the key-
note of Christ’s teaching, but an attempt to
change others without divine co-operation and
guidance may prove disastrous. We all be-
lieve in and practice imperfectly the social
gospel, but we may be attempting to conquer
the enemy without the gates before we have
mastered the dissension within. Seeming ad-
verse changes in others may be the result of
changes in ourselves, and the beam is in our
own eye. In attempting to force the other
fellow to follow our way, we may forget the
truth of this saying, “Your opponent may be
trying to tie the same bundle from the other
side.” A more Christian attitude toward the
other fellow may prevent us from failure to
co-operate for a desirable cause.

A return to the extreme individualistic re-
ligion would be as disastrous as the extreme
social gospel that fails to differentiate between
ethics and religion. A fusion of the deep,
personal religious life of our fathers with the
realization of our social needs is necessary.
At present the pendulum is beginning to swing
back toward a deeper personal religion, which
must be combined with the social gospel if we
are to bring true light to the solution of our
social problems.

The rededication of the individual life of
the citizen is the first step toward a rededi-
cated nation. The short-comings of society
and the ease of following the crowd too often
serve for the individual as an alibi rather than
a challenge. As one minister has said, “When
sin is interpreted in terms of refusal to fulfill
one’s potential selfhood rather than as a vio-
lation of external law, it will arouse wvastly
more concern than it is now given.” Or as
another has said, “Fight not against wrong but
for the right.”

The greatest privilege any person has is to
co-operate with God in helping to realize his
divine economy for all generations—"thy will
be done,” not mine. Last evening Marion
Van Horn presented an excellent interpreta-
tion of prayer which I haven’t time to review
here, but I hope that you will all read it in
the RECORDER. Prayer and meditation is the
soul of our personal religion. Co-operation




A SR

AR b, . n
RIOLS TGS Nl A O R A

T AT e

bt foow ol brd b ob e SN
TN RN T DA S R L DR NAAT S

el s o i et

P %

with God means the surrender of my will to
the will of God and allowing his light to shine
through me. It leads to prayer and medita-
tion, applying the principle of alternating be-
tween the mountain of prayer and the valley
of service. As Paul said, “I can do all things
through Christ who strengthens me.”

I close with this short poem by Edwin Mark-
ham—The New Rule.

“ILive and let live” was the cry of old,

The call of the world when the world was cold,

The call of men when they pulled apart,

The call of the race with a chill on the heart.

But “Live and help live” is the cry of the new,

The cry of the world with the dream shining
through, o ]

The cry of the brother world rising to birth,

The cry of the Christ for a comrade-like earth.

[ ———

M. WARDNER DAVIS
1865-1937

M. Wardner Davis, born in 1865 at Jane
Lew, W. Va., was the second son of Rev.
Samuel D. Davis and Elizabeth Randolph
Davis. His father and mother represented
two of the more important pioneer families in
this section of West Virginia. The Ran-
dolphs came to Salem about 1793. The
Davises formed a considerable part of the
immigrant groups that came to Salem at the
same time and to Lost Creek about ten years
later. No other two families have been more
influential in these communities.

Mr. Davis’' father owned and operated a
farm for the purpose of supporting his family,
but his heart was in the ministry. Strictly
speaking, he was an evangelist rather than a
pastor, though he held pastorates at a numbgr
of different places. The atmosphere of this
Christian home was absorbed by the son from
his early childhood. Church and religious
affairs were always matters of great concern
to him. Like his father he engaged in busi-
ness activities for the purpose of supporting
his family. His chief interest, however, was
in making a better world. He was ordained
deacon of the Salem Seventh Day Baptist
Church in 1898. He was always active in
the affairs of the Seventh Day Baptist Confer-
ence. In 1922 he was elected president of
this body and gave distinguished service in
that capacity. It is interesting to know that
his son, Courtland V. Davis, was elected to
this same position in August, 1937.

Christian education was always a major in-
terest of Mr. Davis. He attended Alfred
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University and received a diploma from the
commercial department of that school. He
became a member of the Board of Directors
of Salem College in 1895, and remained a
member of that body until his passing. Dur-
ing that time he served in a number of ca-
pacities. He was secretary to the board for
many years. He was a member of the execu-
tive committee for approximately thirty
years. He was the college treasurer for eleven
years. His kindly interest kept many young
people in school who otherwise would have
gone home in discouragement. His elder
brother, Dr. Boothe C. Davis, was president
of Alfred University for thirty-nine years.
His half-brother, the late S. Orlando Dauvis,
was associated with him as a member of the
Board of Directors of Salem College for more
than forty years. His younger brother, Attor-
ney Samuel H. Davis, was a member of the
Alfred University Board for many years. As
a family they have been interested in educa-
tion. His two children, Courtland V. Davis)
now principal of the Evergreen School of
Plainfield, N. J., and Mrs. Alberta D. Bat-
son, a resident of Salem, W. Va., were both
graduated from Salem College. Both have
taken graduate study. This father’s chief con-
cern was to give his family the best possible
cultural advantages.

In 1891 Mr. Davis was married to Ivie
Van Horn, daughter of the late William B.
and Elsie Kennedy Van Horn of Lost Creek,
W. Va. Mrs. Davis passed away in the
summer of 1934.

Since Mr. Davis served Salem College so
long and in so many capacities, it was fitting
that the funeral services should be conducted
by the president of the college, S. Orestes
Bond, assisted by Rev. J. Lowerie Fenrich,
head of the public speaking department. This
service was held in the Salem Seventh Day
Baptist church, after which the body was
taken for interment to the Brick Church
cemetery at Lost Creek, W. Va. S. O. B.

- —

CHILDREN’S PAGE
THE GREAT WALLED COUNTRY

A CHRISTMAS FAIRY STORY
BY RAYMOND MACDONALD ALDEN
(Continued)

There was only one person at the palace
who was not pleased with the new proclama-

tion about the Christmas gifts. This was a

little boy named Inge, who lived not far from
the palace with his sister. Now his sister
was a cripple and had to sit all day looking
out of the window from her chair, and Inge
took care of her and tried to make her life
happy from morning till night. He had al-
ways gone to the forest on Christmas eve and
returned with his arms and pockets loaded with
pretty things for his sister, which would keep
her amused all the coming year. And al-
though she was not able to go after presents
for her brother, he did not mind that at all,
especially as he had other friends who never
forgot to divide their good things with him.

But now, said Inge to himself, what would
his sister do? For the king had ordered that
no one should gather any presents except for
himself, or any more than he could carry
away at once. All of Inge’s friends were busy
planning what they would pick for them-
selves, but the poor crippled child could not
go a step toward the forest. After thinking
about it a long time, Inge decided that it
would not be wrong if, instead of taking gifts
for himself, he took them altogether for his
gister. This he would be very glad to do; for
what did a boy who could run about and play
in the snow care for presents, compared with
a little girl who could only sit still and watch
others having a good time? Inge did not ask
the advice of any one, for he was a little
afraid others would tell him he must not do
it; but he silently made up his mind not to
obey the proclamation.

And now the chimes had struck ten, and
the children were making their way toward
the forest, in starlight that was so bright
that it’ almost showed their shadows on the
sparkling snow. As soon as they came to the
edge of the forest they separated, each one
going by himself in the old way, though now
there was really no reason why they should
have secrets from one another.

Ten minutes later, if you had been in the
forest, you might have seen the children
standing in dismay with tears on their faces
and exclaiming that there had never been
such a Christmas eve before. For as they
looked eagerly about them to the low-bending
branches of the evergreen trees, they saw
nothing hanging from them that could not be
seen every day in the year. High and low
they searched, wandering farther into the for-
est than ever before, lest Grandfather Christ4
mas might have chosen a new place this year
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for hanging his presents; but still no presents
appeared. ° The king called his counselors
about him and asked them if they knew
whether anything of this kind had happened
before, but they could tell him nothing. So
no one could guess whether Grandfather
Christmas had forgotten them or whether
some dreadful accident had kept him away.

As the children were trooping out of the
forest, after hours of weary searching, some
of them came upon little Inge, who carried
over his shoulder a bag that seemed to be
full to overflowing. When he saw them look-
ing at him, he cried:

““Are they not beautiful things? I think
Grandfather Christmas was never so good tg
us before.”

“Why, what do you mean?” cried the
children. *“There are no presents in the
forest.”

“No presents!” said Inge. “I have my bag
full of them.” But he did not offer to show
them, because he did not want the children to
see that they were all for his little sister in-
stead of for himself.

Then the children begged him to tell them
in what part of the forest he had found his
presents, and he turned back and pointed
them to the place where he had been. “I left
many more behind than I brought away,” he
said. “There they are! I can see some of
;:]he f’}lings shining on the trees even from!

ere.

But when the children followed his foot-

prints in the snow to the place where he
had been, they still saw nothing on the trees,
and thought that Inge must be walking in his
sleep and dreaming that he had found pres-
ents. Perhaps he had filled his bag with the

cones from the evergreen trees.
(Concluded next week)

OUR LETTER EXCHANGE
Dear Mrs. Greene:
I thought I would write the last day of the

year, and resolved to write more letters to .-

you in 1938 than in 1937.

I am nine years old and in the fourth
grade.
Whitford. :

I have two kitties. Their names are Graie
and Tommy. Graie got his hind foot caught
in a trap. Last year Tommy got his hind
foot in a trap. ’

My teacher’s name is Miss Opal
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Mr. Sutton sent me a Seventh Day Bap-
tist game for Christmas. We played it and
it is fun.

I got a pretty blue silk dress for Christmas.
And I got tinker toys, tiddley winks, a l?ox
to put my embroidery in and some modeling
clay for Christmas. I got enough to last for
awhile, I guess.

I guess I must close.

Lovingly your friend,
Virginia Dutoit.

Garwin, Iowa

Of course I was pleased to receive your
good letter and, as you see, it is the only
one I did receive. Don’t you hope we’ll have
several letters on our page next week?

Your kitties seem to be rather unfortunate
in regard to their hind legs. I do hope they
will not have any more such accidents.

Yes, Christmas was good to you this year.
I was pretty well remembered, too.

Lovingly yours,
Mizpah S. Greene.

OUR PULPIT

LIFE’S LIBRARY
BY REV. EMMETT H. BOTTOMS

Pastor of the riendship (Nile), N. Y., Seventh
Day Baptist Church.
(Taken from pastor’s annual report)

Text—Revelation 20: 12. “And the books
were opened.”

We are all writing books. I have written
more than forty of them. Every worfi,
thought, and action is on indelible record in
these volumes of three hundred sixty-five
pages each. And as much as I might wish,
not one line can be erased. Reviewing these
pages pays. Most of them may tell us of
failures to come to the glory we desired.
Many of them are blotted and stained. Some
lines here and there may even be crimson red,
blurred, and the letters almost standing on
end from our impulsive tantrums of anger.
It is a joy, on the other hand, to review some
of these pages.

We are Epistles. To the church at Cor-
inth, St. Paul wrote, ‘““Ye are our epistles)
written in our hearts, known and read of all
men.”” He meant that when we sit at our

desk, walk the streets, drive the highway, sing
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in the choir, give testimony in our covenant
meetings, or even read or pray, people are
reading us; we are the books.

The books will be opened. Our eternal
reward will depend upon what the books re-
veal when they are opened—may they be few
or many. For some souls there are a great
many—ninety or more; nevertheless they will
all be opened. The New Testament warns
us that every word and every thought will
come to judgment. *“And the books were
opened and another book was opened.” Thig
other book is probably the Word of God by
which our deeds shall be judged. If our sins
are still living on the pages of these biogra-
phies, we shall be condemned. But if they
have been forgiven we shall have life eternal.

The following lines, by an unknown au-
thor, give us richness of thought for our
transition to the new year.

I came to my teacher with a quivering lip,
My task undone;

“Master, give me another sheet,

I have spoiled this one.”

In place of the old sheet, stained and blotted,
He gave me a new one, clean, unspotted,

And into my glad face smiled,

“Do better next time, my child.”

I went to the Throne with a quivering heart,

The old year done;
“Father, hast thou another chance for me?

I have lost this one!”

He took the old year, stained and blotted,
And gave me a new one, clean, unspotted,
Then down into my sad heart smiled,
“Do better next time, my child.”

Let us, at the beginning of this new year,
be careful of the beginning, and with the
writing throughout, that when the year comes
to its close each of us may bring the finished
volume to our Master, beautiful, clean, and
unspotted.

DENOMINATIONAL “HOOK-UP”
FRIENDSHIP, N. Y. (NILE)
The annual meeting of the First Friendship

Seventh Day Baptist church was held De-
cember 30, 1937.

The business session was preceded by our

annual fellowship dinner which was greatly
enjoyed by a goodly number of the members.

The pastor led in a short devotional period,
after which full reports were given by the
treasurers of each organization, and especially

that of the church treasurer, who reported a
favorable balance on the right side of the
ledger. All officers were re-elected.

The call to our pastor, Rev. E. H. Bottoms,
for another year was unanimous.
CHURCH CLERK.

[The pastor’s report—in part—follows.]

The close of the year and the annual meet-
ing remind me of a text that is found in
Revelation 20: 12, ‘“and the books were
opened.” We have our tabulated reports, we
read our minutes, we take careful account of
all the business of the year. The text will be
referred to later. :

As the years come and go they bring us
new problems and difhiculties, also many bless-
ings. We so often casually and thoughtlessly
accept the blessings without a word of thanks,
and on the other hand so often respond to
our problems and difficulties impulsively, with-
out prayer or careful thought, and as a result
of these abiding ‘““human™ qualities we lose
much of the joy that our heavenly Father has
provided for us in our Christian church life.

I should be unhappy to let this report pass
without inserting a paragraph of commenda-
tion to the young people’s class for sponsor-
ing the work of redecorating the church audi-
torium, and a word of appreciation to Mr.
Voorhees for the nice work that was done.

I wish also to thank all who gave to make
it possible for us to have the new hymn books
which we are all enjoying immensely, and an
additional word of thanks to Mr. Voorhees
for the racks which take care of the books so
nicely. When taking account of these extra
improvements we find that approximately $300
more has been raised by the church during
the year than in any year during the five
years’ pastorate.

I wish to thank the chorister and organist,
Mr. and Mrs Baker, for their co-operation
and efforts to make the music attractive, in-
teresting, and worshipful throughout the year.

EmMeETT H. BoTTOMS.
[See ““Our Pulpit.”’}
YONAH MOUNTAIN (NEAR CLEVELAND), GA.

We have had so many kind expressions of
sympathy from many friends, showing a very
decided interest in our work and substantial
contributions from others which have met a
very pressing need for us that it is thought
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other readers of the RECORDER would like to
know something of the progress of our work
in the mountains of north Georgia.

Very recently, in response to an appeal by
Rev. H. C. Van Horn, through the RECORDER
(which we first learned of when we read the
RECORDER) we received a nice cabinet organ
from the Milton Junction (Wis.) Church, as
a gift. Brother Van Horn in some mysterious
manner arranged for the payment of the
freight on this organ for us from Milton Junc-
tion, Wis.,, to our nearest freight depot, at
Gainesville, Ga., twenty-five miles away. This
organ has wonderfully helped us in our serv-
ices and was a real source of inspiration when
received, as well as a stimulus to larger at-
tendance at our services. Through Brother
E. A. Witter, the Adams Center (N. Y.)
Church sent us. twenty-five song books which,
though having been used before, are in good
condition, and have also added materially to
our “tools” for the work. A dear Seventh
Day Baptist sister, who would not like her
name disclosed, sent us a substantial check
which is to be used toward the construction
of a small, but ample, meeting-house which we
plan to construct in the near future. The
American Sabbath Tract Society, through
Brother Van Horn, very kindly sent us a
nucleus of religious and Sabbath-teaching
books with which to start a Sabbath school
library. To these books I have added a num-
ber of religious books from my own library,
and many others have either loaned or given
books to this library, so that now the volumes
have been about doubled since we started with
the books sent by Brother Van Horn. This
library is operated under rules with check-out
and date due slips, just as large libraries are
handled, by the secretary of the Yonah Moun-
tain Sabbath Society, Miss Madge B. Conyers.
The people in this community seem to appre-
ciate the library privileges very much, and
we now have sixteen members of the Sabbath
school library, which.  means a much larger
circulation for the books, as many of these
members come from different families, and
are not themselves members of the Yonah
Mountain Sabbath Society. It is readily seen
that the Sabbath truth is being spread in this
community by the printed word as well as by

the spoken word, and we believe it will bear
fruit. -

While we have a meeting-place now in an
apple-packing house, it is not conveniently
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located, and our plans are now going forward
to build a house approximately 20 x 30 on or
near the public highway, a mile distant. At
some future time we shall give further in-
formation of our progress.

We still operate as a Sabbath society, but
we hope in the near future to organize our-
gelves into a church. If any reader desires to
give or lend any religious books to our library
we ehall be glad to receive them.

Best wishes to all of our friends for 1938.

J. B. ConNYERrs.

HONOLULU, HAWAI
We have been here since December 13.
We are having a most delightful time in this
beautiful land. If any of the folks should
go back to China I wish they would get in
touch with us at the Moana Hotel.
WM. M. DAvis.

OBITUARY

Bonp.—Emery Bond, son of Levi D. and Vic-
toria Arnold Bond, was born in Upshur
County, W. Va., February 6, 1869, and passed
away November 25, 1937, after a long period
of failing health.

At the age of sixteen he was baptized and
joined the Lost Creek Seventh Day Baptist
Church. He was united in marriage with Miss
Rena Randolph May 24, 1893. To this union
two sons were born: B. Randolph Bond and
Carroll A. Bond. o ]

Mr. Bond’s quiet exemplary Christian life
won him many friends. They with his family
and the Church with which he was identified
so long mourn his passing.

Farewell services were conducted at the house
and church by his pastor, E. F. Loofboro, and
he was laid to rest in the Lost Creek Cemetery.

E. F. L.

CooN.—Charles M. Coon was born February 20,
1860, and died in the Bethesda Hospital, Hor-
nell, N. Y., December 6, 1937. He was the
son of Aaron and Marie Burgess Coon and
was born in Iowa. Later he returned with
his family to De Ruyter, N. Y.

On February 24, 1885, he was united in mar-
riage with Clara Belle Ellis of Lincklaen, N. Y.
To them were born two children, Melvin E.,
and Maud. In early life he united with the
De Ruyter Seventh Day Baptist Church. He
served the church not only as a faithful member
but for a number of years as deacon. In 1903
he moved to Alfred. He transferred his mem-
bership and here served in the same faithful
manner that he had always done. He was in-
dustrious and ever ready to do some one a
kindly deed. He lived his Christianity.

He is survived by his wife, by his son, of
Rochester, N. Y., and by four grandchildren.

Farewell services were held from his late home
in Alfred, by his pastor and he was laid to rest
in the Alfred Rural Cemetery. A. C. E

DaAvis.—M. Wardner Davis, born April 12, 1865,
died December 4, 1937, at the home of his
daughter, Mrs. Alberta D. Batson, Salem,
W. Va. Extended obituary will be found

elsewhere in this issue.

Hurrtey.—Eva M. Hurley, daughter of Dennis
and Elizabeth Jane Davis, was born at Jack-
son Center, Ohio, July 21, 1863, and died
at Riverside, Calif.,, December 5, 1937.

She was converted and joined the Seventh Day
Baptist Church at Garwin, lowa, in early girl-
hood and remained a loyal Sabbath keeper
through life.

She is survived by her husband, Theo. S.
Hurley; a sister, Mrs. Nettie J. Thompson; two
sons, Frank A. and Loyal F.; five grandchildren
and one niece.

Funeral services were conducted by Rev. E. S.
Ballenger assisted by Mr. Robert Henry. In-
terment was in Montecito Park. E. S. B.

JonEs.—Charlana Martin Jones was born March
24, 1857, and died December 13, 1937. She
was the daughter of Roxalana and Robert
Henry Martin and was born in Riceville,
Pa. At the time of her death Mrs. Jones
was _living with her daughter, Sara Esther,
at Hastings-on-Hudson, where Miss Jones
teaches.

On November 1, 1882, she was united in mar-
riage to Ira Wallace Jones of Wellsville, N. Y.
Mrs. Jones was a faithful member of the Alfred
Church and a loyal worker in the Ladies’ Aid
and Evangelical societies.

Farewell services were held at her home and
in the Alfred church, where her pastor officiated.
Interment was in the Woodlawn Cemetery in

Wellsville. A. C. E.

RECORDER WANT ADVERTISEMENTS

For Sale, Help Wanted, and advertisements
of a like nature, will be run in this column at
one cent per word for first insertion and one-
half cent per word for each additional insertion.

Cash must accompany each advertisement.

“SERMONETTES” for Sabbath Reading, ten
cents. Also Hebrew taught by correspon-
dence. Send 15 cents for first lesson. Miss
Lois R. Fay, Princeton, Mass. 11-1-21t

FOR SALE—Seventh Day Baptist Game. Played
similar to “Authors.” imeographed on cards
with directions. 15¢ per set postpalid. T. R.
Sutton, 426 Center St., Dunellen, N. J. 1-10-2t

COLLECTION ENVELOPES, Pledge Cards, and
other supplies carried in stoc
envelopes, 26c per 100, or $1.00 per 500; de-
nominational budget pledge cards, 830¢ Xer
100; duplex pledge cards, 40¢ per 100. d4-
gtre.srs orders to Sabbath hecor er, Plainfleld,

LETTERS TO THE SMITHS, by Uncle Oliver.
Of special interest to young people, but con-
tain many helpful words for parents who
have the interests of their sons and daugh-
ters at heart. Paper bound, 968 pages and
cover, 25 cents; bound in cloth, 50 cents.
Mailed on receipt of price. Sabbath Recorder,
Plainfleld, N. J.

Collection .

THE SUNDAY AND GOD'S HOLY
SABBATH »

By RILEY G. DAVIS

Since nothing in God’s holy Word
For Sunday rest is found:

Its claims adverse to his command
Seem woefully unsound.

No Bible proof in its defense
Can saint or sinner find: .

But God has named the seventh day
The Sabbath he designed.

In this cuthentic Sabbath rest
We cheerfully confide;
The emblem of a future rest

He profiers to provide.

From such a precept for mankind
We dare not turn aside,

And marvel, since its sacred claims
Are constantly denied.

The Sabbath day of all the vears
God’s love has made secure:
Should be observed with true delight
His favor to assure.
Des Moines, Ia.
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