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when this is accomplished, you will find 
yourself singing out: "The Lord is my light 
and my salvation; whom shall I fear.~" "Go9 
is our refuge and our strength, a very present 
hel p in trouble. " "Great is the Lord, and 
great! y to be praised, in the city of our God, 
in the mountain of his holiness. " "My heart 
is fixed; I will sing and give praise; I will 
praise thee, 0 Lord, among the people: I will 
sing unto thee among the nations. For thy 
mercy is great unto the hea ven, and thy 
truth unto the clouds. Be thou exalted, 0 
God, above the heavens; let thy glory be ex' 
alted above all the earth." I entreat you, 
dear one, to open your heart to God, and 
dra w nigh to him, till you shall break forth 
in these songs of praise to his holy name. You 
will then be lifted up into the spirit of the 
ninetieth Psalm and enter into the life of a 
personal evangelist_ 

f 

SOME CONFERENCE IMPRESSIONS 
Rev. Oliver K. Black, speaking before the 

large group of Seventh Day Baptists who at' 
tended the dinner sponsored by the Women's 
Society, gave a stirring and thought provok, 
ing address. The address was a continuation 
of the theme of his talk given earlier in the 
day-'"Evangelism, the Total Job of a Total 
Church." 

The Christian life is a Christ centered life, 
Christ appeals to all. He can be held up as 
the strongest appeal we have for interesting 
people in the church and for getting them to 
go to church. Childhood is 'the time to train 
for Christian life. The Christian is a respon .. 
sible person. He has responsibility toward 
himself, toward God, and toward others. Sin 
is not merely a missing of a target. Sin is the 
aiming at a wrong target. Sin can't be in' 
dulged in without being registered in the 
body _ The nervous system knows, and, 
though like Rip Van Winkle we say, "I'll not 
count this one," it is counted; so it is easier 
to commit the sin again. Being a righteous 
person does not mean being born righteous, 
but attaining righteousness through growth. 
It is. a slow step ... by..-step process. Rung by 
rung we climb the ladder of Christ"s princi ... 
pIes and ideals. We grow bit by bit till a 
righteous whole is attained. Salvation IS a 
growth, and is what God in Christ does 
for us. 

M. E. 

"Repossessing Our HeritageH was the Con' 
ference theme. Among inspiring and instruc, 
tive messages, Dr. ]. Nelson Norwood, presi, 
dent of Alfred University, presented out' 
standing points in the findings of the Dela, 
ware Conference on the Bases of a Just and 
Durable Peace. Rev. Oliver K. Black, of the 
Federal Council Commission on Evangelism, 
gave an address and contributed valuably to 
a seminar on evangelism. The Board of the 
Women's Society presented their newly a!2' 
pointed director of evangelism, Rev. Leslie 
O. Greene of Albion, Wis. The American 
Sabbath Tract Society exhlbited a new senes 
of tracts and Sabbath stamps. There also 
were exhibitions of literature on colleges, 
evangelism, missions, young people~s work, 
and world peace. 

The Conference endorsed by unanimous 
vote the Sheppard bill, 8,865, to protect mili ... 
tary camps from liquor and prostitution, and 
passed a resolution favoring national prohi, 
bition of liquor for the duration of the- war. 
Another resolution urged that the subsistence 
requirements of conscientious objectors to 
war, doing work of national importance, 
should be provided by the government, but 
that the management of such work should be 
left as at present in civilian hands. 

The churches were urged to co'operate In 
the United Christian Education Advance, in 
the study and promotion of Christian means 
of establishing peace and in the observance 
of the World Wide Communion. Christian 
Commission for Camps and Defense Com' 
munities is to be supported. 

The Conference in 1943 will meet at AI, 
fred, N. Y., with Rev. Hurley S. Warren as 
president. 

N. D. M. 

White. - Mrs. Lucy Partelo White. wife of the 
late Mr. Joseph White, was born at Hopk.in, 
ton, R.· I., May 10, '1864. and died at the 
home of her son Walter White, in West 
Kin-gston. R. I .• July 31. 1942. 

She was a member of the First Seventh DIClY 
Baptist Church of Hopkinton at Ashaway, where 
she and her husband lived for many years. The 
farewell service was conducted Au~t 3. 1942, by 
her pastor, Rev. Ralph H. Coon, at. the home of 
her son Walter White. Interment was in the 
Oak Grove Cemetery at Ashaway. R. H. C. 
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EDITORIALS 

A CONFERENCE NUMBER 
We are making the issue of the Sabbath 

Recorder, this week, a Conference Special, 
attempting to report as much of the Can' 
f~rence and its messages as possible. Many 
like to preserve the sermons, addresses, and 
results of the annual gathering for future 
reference and inspiration. It is impossible 
to present all the good things in one number. 
In fact, much of the most valuable part of 
such a JIleeting cannot be caught and put 
in type. Then, already there have appeared 
in' t~e Recorder reports of the first day, the 
preSIdent's excellent address, impressions, and 
other matters of vital importance. Some of 
the. sermons and other messages will neces' 
sanly not find space in one issue, but will 
appear in later numbers. 

Especial attention is called to the Com' 
mission's report, with the brief report of the 
committee to which it was referred for study. 
The report appears as amended by the com' 
mittee and adopted. 

The editor here wishes to express his 
appreciation of the valuable help in reporting 
rendered by Mrs. Abbie B. Van Horn Neal 
D. Mills,· Mrs. A. C. Ehret, Mrs. 'Lucile 
Bond, Hw:ley S. Warren, and any others 
whose names may not be noted in the sec' 
~ons contributed. These all willingly aided 
m the time of the writer's need. 

CONFERENCE REPORT 
Second Day of Conference 

A helpful devotional message opened the 
morning session of the second day of Con' 
ference. It was presented by OUr oldest 

living minister, Rev. E. A. Witter, who spoke 
feelingly on the first two verses of Psalm 23, 
and John 14: 1,3. 

At the Christian Education hour another 
thoughtful devotional meditation. and prayer 
were given by Rev. Orville W. Babcock of 
Salenlville, Pa., who spoke from Habakkuk 
3: 17, 19-the message suggesting the faith 
and joy in the Lord, our strength, even in 
absence of ,,¥orldly goods. 

President of the board, Rev. Edgar D_ Van 
Horn, gave a comprehensive report of the 
new board's work of the year. This report 
not only revealed a fine piece of co'operative 
work done, but challenged us encouragingly 
with the opportunities and responsibilities 
in this great field. The recommendations by 

. the 1941 Conference, the speaker said, had 
been given careful consideration, and as far 
as possible carried out. The need is deeply 
felt for an executive full,time secretary. To 
quote the speaker, it is ""absolutely impera' 
tive to have someone to devote his whole 
time to this work." 

Meanwhile the board is undertaking to do 
its work through committees and the service 
of active pastors and other leaders already 
heavily loaded. The work of Pastor Harley 
H. Sutton has been outstanding in the field 
activity of the board. 

At this point a musical contribution was 
made by one of the young boys of our 
homes in a fine trombone solo-Lewis Huff, 
man May. 

The addresses-informative and inspira' 
tional-by Pastors Harley H. Sutton and 
Carroll L. Hill, were carefully thought out 
and helpfully presented. 
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The ""Bible School Advance tn the 
School" addresses itself to the problems in 
our schools of reaching the unreached for 
decisions for Christ, and' of holding our peo' 
pIe loyally to Christ, the church, and the 
Sabhath. 

In ""Reaching Out," Pastor Hill declared 
the problem· was more than that of increa5' 
ing enrollment of ""Class 4." It is with the 
homes where the prospective enrollment has 
its background.· It is in the home that ideals 
-whatever the nature-are instilled. 

An important avenue through which our 
""Reaching Out" operates is in co' operation 
with workers and teachers of our children 
elsewhere. Children who have entrance in 
many homes need to be encouraged to bring 
unreached young people to our school. We 
must not 'be unmindful of the needs of those 
who are not yet of us. 

Afternoon 
The program of the Tract Society was 

presided over by first vice'president, Rev. 
James L. Skaggs, in the regretted absence 
of the president, just completing his first 
year of office, Dr . Lavern C. Bassett. But 
Doctor Skaggs, with his many years of close 
contact with the board, made a helpful and 
sym pathetic leader. 

The first speaker was L. Harrison North, 
who presented the repot;t of the treasurer, 
J. Leland Skaggs, now in the armed service 
of our country. Then Mr. North spoke on 
""How the Publishing House Helps" the 
repossession of our heritage. As the editor 
appeared on this program, he is not com' 
forted by any written notes. But the ad, 
dresses were informative,· inspiring, chal, 
lenging. Not soon will the audience forget 
the challenge in the address of Courtland 
V . Davis, recordmg secretary of the board, 
or the illuminating address with its challenge 
of Dr. Alva L. Davis, retired minister. He, 
with others of our retired· ministers, is ~n 
exam pIe of the description made by someone, 
""Y ou are not retired - you are just re' 
treaded." 

The corresponding secretary sandwiched 
in a fifteen minute address on ""Lift Up Your 
Eyes Unto the Fields~"-pointing out ripened 
fields and open doors. We must have vision, 
courage, hope, and faith in the love and 
promise of God, and not fail the churches 
or the cause of God in the message entrusted 
to us. 

• The closing afternoon message was by 
Rev. Hurley S. Warren of Plainfield, N. J., 
who spoke on the theme, ""Have We Neg ... 
lected Our Heritage?" 

Seven questions he ~ggested: 

1. Have we neglected our heritage of God and 
his Word? 

2. Have we neglected our heritage of the 
Holy Spirit and his power? 

3. Have we neglected Christ and his gospel? 
4. Have we neglected our heritage of the 

Sabfbath and its sanctions? 
5. Have we neglected our heritage of steward .. 

ship and its sacrifice? 
6. Have we neglected our prayer life and its 

purpose? 
7. Have we neglected our church and service? 

..., . 
We know better, but are we doing better? 
The sermon in the evening by Rev. Brlo 

E. Sutton, editor of the Helping Hand, was 
the closing message of a full day of in .. 
spiration and' was also fully inspiring from 
the theme, ""Recognizing God's Place in Our 
Lives." Where shall: we go unless to him 
who alone ha; eternal life? Men have at' 
tempted to find other ways to satisfy a God .. 
given desire, but no ultimate satisfaction 
has been found elsewhere. 

""It's the spirit of the worshiper," the 
speaker said, ""that gives value to the wor' 
ship ..... 

In closing the message, the speaker urged 
that ""What we need for the noblest service 
of our generation, and the highest develop ... 
ment of ourselves, is not' withdrawals from 
the world, but the disposition to stay in the 
world, to give God his place in our livesy 

and conquer the world for the Lord.~' Such 
commitment gives certainty and peace. 

Thursday Morning, Au~t 20 
The Centennial Program of the Missionary 

Society opened at 10.10 a.m., Thursday. 
Rev. Harold R. Crandall, president of the 
society, presented Dr. Rosa. W. Palmborgy 

who conducted the ""Devotions." She read 
St. Luke 22: 24,27, and referred to this appro .. 
priate Scripture as she conducted a brief 
memorial to two women who have been 
associated with the Missionary Society for 
many years. 

Emma Langworthy Burdick (Mrs. Clay .. 
ton A.) became a member of the Board of 
Managers in 1923, and continued active in 
interest and loyal support until she was called 
to her heavenly home August 8, 1941. Her 
zeal and consecration to the work of the 
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Lord, her concern for and care of many who 
were in need, her cheerful spirit, all com'" 
bined, gave expression to a Hfe - of good 
works. 

Miss Anna M. West went to China as 
an employee of the board in 1911, and con'" 
tinued with the China Mission until she 
was called to her reward March 25, 1942. 
noctor Palmborg spoke graciously and in'" 
timately of Miss West's sacrificial service in 
China. She went to China the first time 
with Doctor Palmborg. HThose who would 
be great among you, let them be among you 
as servants," was most fittingly spoken of the 
beautiful personality and deep devotion of 
Miss West. 

As this veteran missionary glowingly and 
tenderly paid these tributes and spoke of 
the nobility of Chinese and Filipino charac ... 
ter, we were reminded of the Scriptural com' 
ment about Moses ...... when he came down 
from the mount, that Moses wist not that 
the skin of his face shone while he talked 
with him." The light of heaven was upon 
her face. 

Doctor Palm borg closed by quoting feel ... 
ingly, •• . . . for I know whom I have be' 
lieved, and am persuaded that he is able to 
keep that which I have committed unto him 
against that day." 

President Crandall in his appealing address 
interpreted to us the long ... range view by 
directing our minds and spirits to the achieve' 
ments of the past, the needs of the present, 
and the mounting demands of the future.
He stated that, ·"We must learn to keep a 
balance between the old and the new, the 
home and the foreign." .... He exhorted us 
to do that which is at hand"; .... look forward 
to the desired goal, keep busy with the 
work at hand.'" 

Rev. -Carroll L. Hill then presented a 
paper prepared by Rev. Willard D. Burdick 
on ·"Home Fields." (Doctor Burdick was 
president of the Missionary Society for a
number of years.) This was an inspiring 
account of the beginning and growth of 
home missionary efforts among Seventh Day 
Baptists. In the light of early efforts how 
significant it is that, at this one hundredth 
anniversary of the organization of the Mis .. 
monary Society ~ this General Conference is 
aking a .definite step in advance along home 
missionary lines. 

Rev. Jay W. Crofoot, for thirty years 
a missionary to China, gave a graphic and 
human interest picture of the China Mission 
from its beginning. In 1847, the first mis'" 
sionaries went out to China. All except 
:five of the twenty,:five who have served or 
are serving in China, Doctor Crofoot -knew 
personally. It is a source of gratitude that 
during all of the hostilities in China not 
one member of the mission has been seriously 
in jured or lost his life. 

Every dark period in the history of the 
China Mission has been follQwed by light. 
.... The night was followed by day and we 
hope in God that this will be ..... 

Now is the time to make ready for the 
tomorrow of China. 

The Conference now united in singing two 
stanzas of .... In Christ There Is No East or 
West." 

Rev. William L. Burdick, corresponding 
secretary of the Missionary Society, pre .. 
sented an account of the ""American Trop ... 
ics,'" in an informative and forthright man'" 
nero Our missionary labor in this section 
includes British Guiana, Trinidad, and Ja .. 
maica. As we heard of the earnest efforts 
put forth, of successes, and reverses, of the 
heart ... hunger of the natives in these lands, 
we were stirred to a greater desire to an'" 
swer the beckoning calls which are coming 
repeatedly. Although missionary work in 
the American Tropics began only nineteen 
years ago, there is a great reason to rejoice 
over the fruits of the years. 

Doctor Burdick closed by asserting and 
imploring, ""What we can do, we must and 
will do. So help us eternal and compassion'" 
ate Father and God ..... 

Rev. James L. Skaggs, in his characteristic 
manner, reviewed for us the missionary en" 
deavor of Seventh Day Baptists in Europe 
and Africa. Doctor Skaggs stated that our 
earliest interest in England dates from the 
time of the Reformation. We were led to 
a deep appreciation of the sterling character 
of those who sought, against odds and re'" 
verses many times, to carry the Word of 
God to the people who had never heard it. 
We were convinced anew of the part that 
our people have had in efforts of world 
evangelization. The vision and zeal and 
many .. sided ministry of these mIssionaries of 
earlier years are worthy of our study and 

--
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emulation. The speaker touched upon the 
work in Hollan~ England, and Germany. 

A fine, comprehensive paper on the 
~~Board of Managers'" occupied a goodly part 
of the program, prepared and presented by 
George Benjamin Utter, editor of the Wes'" 
terly Sun, only daily run by Seventh Day 
Baptists, and the only Sunday paper in the 
world published on Sunday. Mr. Utter is 
the recording secretary of the Missionary 
Bdard. The address showed that the writer 
had spent much time in research, and that 
the preparation had been for him a pleasant 
task. Most of the members of the board 
for the past fifty years, or more, were per .. 
sonally known to him.. His flashes of 
humor, and asides in the presentation, were 
much enjoyed by all. It is to be hoped that 
the valuable material assembled may be pre ... 
served and made available for many others. 

Women's Program 
One of the strongest programs of Con" 

ference was that presented by the Women's 
Society, from the meditation period conducted 
by Mrs. James L. Skaggs· through the in .. 
stallation of Rev. Leslie o. Greene as pro'" 
mater of evangelism. 

Rev. Oliver K. Black, of the Federal 
Council Commission on Evangelism, brought 
an outstanding address on ~~Evangelism the 
Total Job of the Total Church.'" First he 
brought the cordial greetings of Dr. Samuel 
McCrea Cavert of the. Federal Counci1-
emphasizing the unbreakable fellowship of 
Christians in a world where so much has 
been broken down. - . 

From John 1: 19 ... 51 as his background, 
Mr. Black outlined three ways that fol .. 
lowers of Christ are made, namely: ~ (1) by 
influence of other~-as John the Baptist in'" 
fluenced the two on Jordan"s banks; (2) by 
personal invitation-. -as that of Jesus, ~'Follow 
me"'; (3) by reflection on the study and medi ... 
tation of an earnest soul-as of Nathanael. 

These methods are a perfect pattern for 
what the church ought to be and do in 
extending Christ to the world. 

It must be realized that influence is only 
the first step, the second is to lead to de ... 
cision, and the third is to lead to better 
followers. 

Three 'methods of appeal suggested were: 
(1) on the basis of reasOn; (2) the basis of 
conscience; and (3) the basis of service, 
Christian service. 

This address was an ausp1CI0US back .. 
,ground for the installation of Rev. Leslie 
O. Greene of Albion, Wis., as promoter of 
evangelism. Mrs. Skaggs" explanation and 
presentation of the one selected for this 
office were deeply affecting; while the sin, 
cere, 'humble acceptance by Mr. Greene, in 
his address, conveyed to the Conference an 
impression of the fitness -and ability of him 
who was being consecrated. Mr. Greene 
said he had accepted the call because of its 
challenge, 'because of a great gospel to be 
preached, and because of a great support. 
.Of the latter he felt he must have God"s 
comfort and help; that of the Women"s 
Society, who would not - fail; and that of 
Seventh Day Baptists, who would not falter. 

The prayer of dedication follows, as made 
by Rev. Harold R. Crandall, president of 
the Missionary Society: 

Our God and our Father, we thank thee that 
through thy. boundless love thou hast provided 
for us salvation. Not _ only do we think of life 
after this life, but we thank thee for the blessings 
that come through thy saving grace in this life. 
We are grateful, too,. that t);lpu hast ordained that 
we shall give unto others the knowledge of tllis 
salvation. 

We thahk thee for the influence of our brother 
and the lives of boys and girls and men and 
women. He has ·been ordained to thy -work, 
and through the years has had a larger vision 
of service. Now as ·he enters upon a new work 
we pray for thy Spirit to rest upon him in full 
measure. Give him of thy wisdom; give him 
strength; fill him with thy love that he may carry 
on thy work in thine own way; and may we 
uphold him as he undertakes . this new task for 
thee. Let thy benediction rest upon him. Help 
us to pray truly from. our hearts, HFather,· thy will 
be done through me.... Amen. 

At the close of this-prayer the Confer' 
ence joined with 404oFather, thy will' be done 
through me.'" -. 

Thus closed the mos~ memorable and sig: 
ni:ficant program of the Women"s Society pre .. 

. sented to Conference in· the memory and 
judgment of this reporter~ 

Historical Society Hour 
The Historical Program was presided over 

by Rev. Albert N. Rogers·in the absence of 
President Corliss F. Randolph. 

The reappearance of . Bethuel C. Church 
after sixty years of worldly -absence was 
personified by Dr. J. Nelson Norwood, 
president of· Alfred University. 

In the dramatic way of personification th~ 
life and history of Mr. Church, who· had so 
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much to do with early history of education 
among Seventh Day Baptists at Alfred and 
Milton, was presented. 

The president~s address by way of report 
of the work of the Historical Society im'" 
pressed upon the Conference the continued 
value of the contribution made to the cur'" 
rent work of our people. Too many, per'" 
haps, undervalue the place and importance of 
history-and on the other hand there may 
be those who, in the estimation of others, 
overestimate it. 

Few realize the vast amount of time, 
strength, and self ... dedication to the task of 
the society devoted by the president and 
his helper, Miss Evalois St. John. This last 
sentence is editorial observation by one who 
not only appreciates the report, but who has 
firsthand, everyday knowledge of the work 
being done. 

Fellowship Dinner 
One very pleasant occasion of Conference 

was the dinner for Sabbath school teachers 
on Wednesday evening, when the large din ... 
fig room overflowed with the numbers of 
people present. Mr. Clarence Rogers, super ... 
intendent of the Salem Sabbath school, acted 
as toastmaster. Erlo E. Sutton, Edgar D. 
Van Horn, and Everett T. Harris brought 
brief messages and greetings from the Board 
of Christian Education. Mr. Rogers pre'" 
sided in a very ha ppy manner and called 
on representatives of the different schools, 
who responded with greetings, brief state'" 
ments of conditions, and activities in the 
organizations represented. Harley H. Sutton 
closed the meeting in leading the group in a 
brief consecration service. It is hoped that 
this fellowship of those active in the service 
of our Bible schools may mean much to the 
denomination. 

Seminars 

One and three quarter hours were given. 
Friday afternoon to seminar groups for the 
study of such matters as Evangelism, Sab ... 
bath Schools, Young People" s Work, Sabbath 
Promotion, Stewardship, Vocational Prob .. 
lems. Obviously the editor could not attend 
all these sessions. Others in different ways 
may make reports. 

Sabbath Promotion 
The seminar conducted by Rev. Lester G. 

Osborn on Sabbath Promotion was attended 
in . all by two dozen or more people, who 

-;':"','.,...: 

deeply appreciated the problems and ways 
and means of sharing the Sabbath with 
others. 

Eighteen questions in mimeographed form 
were presented by the leader for discussion. 

It was emphasized that we must have a 
conviction, a life loyal to the Sabbath before 
we· can .effectively promote it in a world in 
need. Ways of promotion are by life, teach ... 
ing, preaching, correspondence, printer"s illk, 
radio, newspapers, etc. 

Some valuable suggestions were made to 
the publishing house, some of which may 
be found practicable. 

Evangelism 
The sectional seminar under the leadership 

of Mrs. Eldred H. Batson proved to be of 
unusual interest and was the most largely 
attended of all the seminars. This was prob ... 
ably due to the presence of Rev. Oliver K. 
Black, of the Commission of Evangelism of 
the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America, and the growing interest 
in Christian evangelism. 

Mr. Black was the speaker introducing the 
subject of church evangelism. He has an 
engaging personality and developed his sub ... 
ject in a very practical way. 

Five minute talks were given by Rev. 
Marion Van Horn, Mrs. Trevah R. Sutton, 
Rev. Paul Maxson, Mrs. G. D. Hargis, Mrs. 
Hurley.Warren, and Charles Bond. There 
followed an open' .question period for all, 
and Mr. Black summarized all the sugges" 
tions into a finished plan of work for the 
local church. He spoke of Seventh Day 
Baptists as a highly disciplined group because 
of our Sabbath which we Include in the 
program of dedication of the life to Christ. 
He urged us to put the emphasis on Christ 
as the answer to our problems and the 
object of our teaching and love. 

Seventh Day Baptists and a Post War World 
This subject was treated by Dr. J. Nelson· 

Norwood in a comprehensive ·manner by 
quotations from and comment on the Dela ... 
ware Conference on the Bases of a Just 
and Durable Peace. As most of our folks 
have had opportunity to read the findings 
of that momentous conference, we need not 
quote here. The observations made by Doc ... 
tor Norwood were pertinent and challenging. 
That we have many boys now in uniform, 
not because of any local disturbance, but 
because of things happening thousands of 

THE SABBATH RECORDER 159 

miles away for which the boys are not re'" 
sponsible, should convince us that we cannot 
live apart from the rest of the world. 

Sabbath at Conference 

The Sabbath at Conference, as usual, was 
the high day-with everything leading up 
to it in crescendo. 

-

The vesper at sunset, Friday, conducted 
by President Bond of the college, was a 
fitting ~pproach to the worship service and 
message on ~~The Good Shepherd:~ by Rev. 
Loyal F. Hurley. We always expect much 
from this preacher, and again we were not 
disappointed. 

Ignoring the danger of saying the obvious, . 
the speaker opened up new wells of thought 
on . the old, old topic of the twenty ... third 
Psalm and the ~~twenty ... third Psalm of the 
new testament,~" John 10, summed up in the 
words of Jesus, ~~I am the good shepherd.~~ 
By the time Brother Hurley was through, 
the large audience. was prepared to voice 
,itself in a testimony meeting led by the 
veteran leader, Rev. George B. Shaw. In 
about for~y minutes one hundreft forty bore 
,vocal testImony, and as many rrlbre, at least, 
.expressed their witness by standing. The 
matter that so much cheered our hearts was 
the words from so many young people. 
Toward the close, a thoughtful leader of 
men urged the great desirability of having 
people, old and young, returning home and 
bearing testimony there in church and com" 
munity of the love of Christ and desire to 
serve him. What has often impressed this 
writer has been the ease with which . folks 
testify at Conference, who are not seen at 
prayer services in their home churches or 
whose voices for God are not heard any 
more in their own land. ~~Remember this' , 
Seventh Day Baptists, as you desire to re'" 
possess your heritage. ~~ 

On Sabbath morning the auditorium was 
well filled, and was inspired by the simple, 
forthright worship period, and blessed and 
made more conscious of our need of de ... 
vel oping a better attitude toward th~ Sab ... 
bath, as Rev. Marion C. Van Horn, pastor 
at Berea, W. Va., spoke on ""Remember 
the Sabbath." It was a thought provoking 
message that we all need-.and may we 
remember that as Sabbath keepers. The 
orchestra under Miss Virginia . Davis, and 

- . 
the cI:oir led by Mrs. Clarence Rogers, were 
beautIful parts of the inspiring ··hour .•• 

The Seventh Day Baptist church audi .. 
oorium was _ full for the early celebration of 
the Lord~s Supper, conducted by Rev. Her' 
bert L. Polan and Rev. E. A. Witter, a 
former pastor. 

-Youth Carries On 

The young people' s program of the Board 
of Christian Education, presented Sabbath 
afternoon, was largely a report of Seventh 
Day Baptist camps. . 

The Western Association camp site was 
submerged in a flood the night before camp 
:was to open, so it was necessary to give 
up camp for this year. They plan to have 
a fellowship meeting sometime this fall to 
relieve the disappointment of missing ca~p. 

The Southeastern Association camp was 
larger than anticipated, which necessitated 
the driving of almost three hundred miles 
over the winding roads of central West Vir ... 
ginia scouting for food. 

The Rocky Mountain campers were un" 
able to find a Seventh Day Baptist cook. 
The woman who prepared the meals told one 
of the cam"p directors that he would never 
know what the camp program had' meant to 
her. Their program is' always essentially 
evangelistic, ilnd she is not the first cook 
who has left camp with a new vision. 

The directors of the Pacific Coast camp 
seem to have b~n divinely led in the pur ... 
chas~ of a new ~amp site with plenty of 
runnln~ water. h1gh uPe in the pine .. c1ad 
mounta1ns. When the cam p is not in use 
.by Seventh Day Baptists it will be used for 
underprivileged children. In what better 
way could Seventh Day Baptists serve and 
advertise our faith? 
Th~ Lewis camp was very successful, 

carrying on its usual activities. :~Grandpa 
Shaw found his voice and lost his 'bearings . ., 

It was good to see young people every'" 
where at this Conference. We were unable 
to attend their various meetings and other 
activ~ties. But not <;>nly in their own special 
mee~lngs were they 1~ evidence, but in every 
sessIon of Conference. So noticeable was 
this that Rev. ·Oliver K. Black from the 
Fed~ral . Council, as elsewhere reported on 
Evangelism,. remarked about the number 
and wh~ they were present. In our young 
folks we have hope. God bless them. 

" . 
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One Hundred FIfty Years 
The session of the night after Jhe Sab, 

bath was given .over to the one hundred 
fiftieth anniversary program of the Salem 
Seventh Day Baptist Church. The work of 
the committee~s chairman, Miss Leah Vir' 
ginia Davis, Mre. Clarence Rogers, Mrs. 
Joseph Vincent, and Mrs. Leland Skaggs, as 
evidenced in the pageant, is most commend, 
able. The program was presented in the 
form of a historical pageant under two main 
divisions, namely,. ""From the beginning of 
time to the departure from Europe (B.C. 
to 1600 A.D.)H~and HFrom arrival in Amer' 
ica to the arrival in New Salem, Va. (1600 .. 
1792) ." 

Tl;1e script was prepared and read by Mrs. 
Joseph Vincent, a direct line descendant from 
Samuel Fitz Randolph, on whose land tract 
on Ten Mile Creek the village of Salem is 
located. As the script was read, pictures 
were thrown on the screen, of historic in' 
terest and value. 

Present and presented were the living 
former pastors of the church: A. Clyde 
Ehret, E. Adelbert Witter, Ahva J. C. Bond, 
George B. Shaw, and the present pastor, 
James L. Skaggs. Following the pageant the 
Honorable Jennings F. Randolph, member 
of Congress, addressed the Conference on 
"America at War.~~ Mr. Randolph is an 
alumnus of Salem College and a loyal mem" 
ber and supporter of the church. Congress .. 
man Randol ph is also a dire~t line descendant 
of Samuel Fitz Randolph, and it seemed very 
fitting his address should close the church's· 
program of historical significance. 

Sunday 
Rev. Trevah Sutton"s devotional period 

in the tpidst of business, Sunday morn·ing, 
was suggestive and most helpful. Brother 
Emmett H. Bottoms, likewise in a devotional 
service in one of the business sessions, 
hrought us back to the great fundamental 
facts and encouragements of life. Rev. Leon 
M. Maltby of White Cloud, Mich.,. brought 
an evangelistic sermon calling us back to the 
elemental things in our heritage which is 
spiritual. This sermon has been promised 
and will appear soon. 

The Christian Front 
A pageant entitled .... A United Front;" 

written and directed by Rev.· Albert N. 
Rogers, was presented in an impressive way 

-:7,:.; .. 

by a large group of people, :old and young. 
A missionary from a foreign field, a .mis' 
sionary pastor, a board secretary, a minister 
from a city church, and one from a rural 
community, a farmer, a teacher, and a house .. 
wife represented a cross section of the de .. 
pendable church life of this country pledged 
to loyalty to Christ, the Church, and nation·. 
The young people, bearing and assuring alle, 
giance to our national emblem and the Chris" 
tian flag, brought lumps into our throats. 

Business Sessions 
As usual, time allotted for reports, dis .. 

cussions, and other items of business was all 
too short. Many difficulties were met, how" 
ever, and differences of opinion resolved, 
tem porarily at least, by the fine, Christian 
spirit manifest by the various speakers. . 

The matter !Jf retiring from our connec" 
tions with the Federal Council as urged by 
two churches in writing was referred, after 
four days of hearing before a special section 
and more than an hour and a half of floor 
discussion, to a committee of six, to be ap" 
pointed by the Commission-a committee 
rOOde up of three each pro and can to study 
thoroughly the charges sometimes made 
against the Council, and present the findings 
before the churches for consideration before 
next Conference. One hundred· eighty .. seven 
delegates and twenty .. two visitors were ac" 
credited. The amount of Conference offer' 
ing was $157.72. 

Seminai' Groups 
Interesting findings from the semInar 

groups were presented during the last hours 
of Conference, matters which would be of 
interest to report here; but as some of these 
things are appearing in other reports and 
places they are not being further or 1n 
detail entered through the Recorder. 

1943 Conference 
The Conference for 1943 will be held at 

Alfted, N. Y., if it is possible to hold such 
a meeting next year. Tlte· newly elected 
president is Rev. Hurley S. Warren, pastor 
of the Plain:6.eld Church. The other newly 
elected member of the Commission is PrO' 
fessor Willi~m D. Burdic~ of Milt?n, Wis. 
(We learn m a report els~here glven that 
Rev. Harold R. Crandall '-'tas elected by the 
Commission. as chairman.), J.I . .. . 

Conference went on r~cord as strongly 
favoring the Sheppard BUt· (S .. 865), pro .. 
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hibiting the sale of beer in army camps, and 
prohibiting stronger liquors and prostitution 
in areas contiguous to the camps, and in a,. 
strong resolution declared for total prohibi .. 
tion for the duration. 

"West Virginia Hills" 
During the opening, evening program, by 

earnest request College President Bond led 
the Conference in singing ~~The West Vir' 
ginia Hills," without which so many would 
not think a Conference in Salem had been 
ful'ly held. In calling Mrs. Eldred Batson 
to the piano, Doctor Bond said the college 
would not graduate one from the School of 
Music who could not play and sing this grand 
old song from memory. Mrs. Batson cer" 
tainly could, and the auditorium, well filled 
for this closing session, resounded to the 
song. Here are the thrilling words: 

The West Virginia Hills 

Oh, the West Virginia Hills! 
How majestic and how grand! 

With their summits bathed in glory, 
Like our Prince Immanuel's Land. 

Is it any wonder then, 
That my heart with rapture thrills, 

As I stand once more with loved ones 
On those West Virginia Hills? 

Oh, the West Virginia Hills, 
Where my girlhood~s hours were passed, 

Where I often wandered lonely, 
And the future tried to cast; 

Many are our visions bright 
Which the future ne·er fulfills; 

But how sunny were my day dreams 
On those West Virginia Hills! 

Oh, the West Virginia Hills! 
How unchanged they seem to stand 

With their summits pointed skyward 
To the Great Almighty"s Land; 

Many changes I can see, 
Which my heart_ with sadness fills, 

But no changes can be noticed 
In those West Virginia Hills. 

Oh, the West Virginia Hills! 
I must bid you now adieu; 

In my home beyond the mountains 
I shall ever dream of yOU; 

In the evening time of life, 
If my Father only wills, 

I shall still behold the vision 
Of those West Virginia Hills. 

Chorus 

Oh, the ·hills, the beautiful hills, 
How I love those West Virginia Hills. 
If o· er sea or land I roam 
Still I think of happy home, 
And of friends among the West Virginia Hills. 

New President Inducted 
In a happy manner the newly elected 

president, Rev. Hurley S. Warren, Plainfield, 
N. ]., wa.s introduced, and inducted into the 
office by the highly successful, retiring presi .. 
d~nt, Professor Harley D. Bond. In receiv ... 
ing the gavel, emblem of office, Mr. Warren 
spoke eloquently of the excellent work done 
by Professor Bond in the· past year as evi, 
denced by the inspiring, on .. looking Confer' 
ence just being concluded. These two presi ... 
dents, appreciatively facing each other, were 
college classmates and close friends, finishing 
their course in Salem College, 1923. Two 
finer, more conscientious men would be hard 
to find. This writer was the pastor of one 
for eleven years, and has been an uElder" 
in the church, now· being pastored by the 
other, for an equal number of years. Sb he 
speaks this encomium with knowledge. As 
the new president continued his address of 

I acceptance of the responsibility laid upon 
him, those :present must· have felt that in 
,the election to this office the Conference 
had made no mistake. 

Conference Closes 
Rev. 'Clayton, O. Mason, pastor of the 

People"s Seventh Day Baptist Church of 
Washington, D. C., read the evening Scrip .. 
ture and led in prayer. Rev. Carroll L. Hill 
of Milton, Wis., preached the closing sermon 
from the text, ~~Feed My Sheep.n Speaking 
in the food language of t~e day-vitamins 
,A, B, C, etc.-Mr. Hill listed Assurance, 
Bible study, making Christ Central as neces' 
sary elements in our life of growth and serv' 
ice. This. earnest, inspiring message, pleas .. 
ingly presented, made a satisfying ~~Point of 
Departure ", and brought to a satisfactqry 
close a most inspiring Conference. 

THE PRESIDENT'S. COR~ 
To the Churches of the General Conference, 
Greetings in Christ: 

Pursuant to notice given at the General· 
Conference held in Denver, Colo., August 
19 .. 24, 1941, the following amendment to 
Section 1 of Article 8 of the By,Laws was 
presented and upon motion adopted by the 
General Conference, Salem, W. Va., August 
23, 1942: 

HThe_ Commission shall elect its chairman 
annually from its own membership. n 
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By this authority the Commission, at its 
organization meeting the same afteI!loon fol .. 
lowing the adoption of the amendment, 
elected Rev. Harold R. Crandall as chairman. 

As president of General Conference I am 
writing to express my heartfelt appreciation 
of this action of Conference and of Mr. 
Crandall for his willingness to serve as 
chairman of the Commission. 

Yours in His Name, 

Hurley S. Warren. 

HOW THE PUBLISHING HOUSE KELPS 
(Paper on "Repossession of Our Religious Heritage 
Through the' American Sahbath Tract Society," given by 

L. H. North at Tract Society Hour of Conference.) 

Early Efforts to Prom.ote Seventh Day. Baptist 
Publishing Interests 

In the early history of the denomination, 
beginning with the organization of the Sev .. 
enth Day Baptist Church at Newport, R. I., 
in 1671~ Sabbath promotion met with bitter 
opposition. Its early struggles were struggles 
for the right to live, and its work was the 
work. of self .. defense rather than the aggres .. 
sive propagation of truth. Its progress was 
slow, but when numbers were increased and 
new churches were formed along the lines of 
emigration, and ministers and evangelists were 
ordained and sent out to preach the Word, 
and the missionary spirit was deVeloped among 
the people, there came with that spirit the 
desire for Seventh Day Baptist publications, 
and especially for a denominational paper or 
periodical, as a means of communication 
among the widely scattered churches and peo .. 
pIe, and a means of religious culture, unity, 
and co .. operation. This desire found ex pres .. 
sion in the year 1819, among brethren resid .. 
ing at· Schenectady~ N. Y., who united in an 
effort to organize and maintain, through a 
stock company, a Seventh Day Baptist pub .. 
lishing establishment, which should issue a 
denominational periodical and such other pub .. 
lications as the circumstances might seem to 
demand. The project failed because it did 
not receive sufficient financial encouragement. 

The agitation of the subject, however ~ was 
not without its fruitage. Attention was so 
generally directed to the importance of some 
medium of communication among the wide .. 
ly'Scattered churches and brethren, and so 
much interest. in the subject was· awakened, 
that in the year 1821 the denominational Mis .. 

sionary Society determined to commence the 
publication of a periodical; and accordingly, 
in August of that year, issued the first num .. 
ber of the Seventh Day Baptist Missionary 
Mag~ine. Sixteen numbers. of this work 
were printed in about four years, when it was 
discontinued mainly because of inadequate 
support. 

On April 14, 1830, some five years after 
the discontinuance of the Seventh Day Bap: 
tist Missionary Magazine, the Protestant Sen .. 
tinel, the first weekly periodical established 
with a view to promote our denominational 
interests, was issued from Homer, N~ Y., with 
the approbation and recommendation of the 
Seventh Day Baptist General Conference and 
the Seventh Day Baptist Missionary Society. 
This paper was discontinued with the issue 
of May 21, 1839. 

The Seventh- Day Baptist Register was the 
next paper issued for the benefit of the de" 
nomination. - The first number of it came 
from DeRuyter, N. Y., on March 10~ 1840. 
It was published weekly for four years. 

The Sabbath Recorder 

As the denomination was then left without 
a periodical organ, a number of brethren re" 
siding in New Jersey, who were desirous of 
having the denominational paper issued from 
the city of N ew York, entered into negotia .. 
tions with the former publisher of the Reg" 
ister, for the transfer to them of his subscrip .. 
tion list, patronage~ and favor-an arrange' 
ment which was amicably consummated. 
. At the same time eleven brethren, anxious 
that the paper should",~commence at an early 
day, and convinced from former experiments 
that its publication would be attended with 
considerable nsk, formed' themselves into ap 
association for the purpose of bearing mutu .. 
ally any loss which might result from the en" 
terprise. Under this arrangement, the first 
number of the Sabbath Recorder was issued.- . 
from the city of New York on the thirteenth 
day of June, 1844.' During the . first year of 
its publication the' receipts of the paper fell 
short of its expenses, and the deficiency was 
made up by the persons associated. The sec" 
and, third, fourth, and fifth volumes of the 
paper were published under the direction of 
the same committee, the income from the bus' 
iness . equaling. expenses, so that no demand 
was made upon the associates after the close 
of the first year. 

• 
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OrigiD of the Seventh Day Baptist 
Publishing Society 

One of the most important questions 
brought before the Eastern Association at its 
meeting in May~ 1848~ related 'to the condi' 
tion and prospects of our denominational pub, 
lications. It was then stated that the Re .. 
corder had been published nearly four years~ 
under the direction of a few brethren asso' 
ciated together for that specific and sole pur, 
pose and that there was a desire on the part 
of many others to have its proprietorship ex" 
tended, so that it might become in fact the 
property of a denominational publishing es" 
tablisFunent. 

Accordingly representatives of the associa, 
tions met at New Market~ N. J., on the fifth 
of September~ 1848, and adopted a constitu .. 
tion, the :first two articles reading as follows: 

Article 1. This Society shall be known by 
the name, ·urhe Seventh Day Baptist Publishing 
Society." 

Article 2. The object of this Society shall be 
to print and publish such periodicals, ,books, etc., 
as shall meet the wants of the Seventh Day Bap .. 
tist Qenomination, and promote the cause of Christ 
generally. 

The society held. its first annual meeting 
and election of officers in the Seventh Day 
Baptist meeting house 'in New York City on 
May 23, 1849. 

It was announced at this meeting that ne' 
gotiations had been entered into with the Pub .. 
lishing' Committee of the Sabbath Recorder, 
and by them the paper with its equipment 
and patronage was offered to the society. for 
$295, and on these terms the society pur, 
chased the Sabbath Recorder and secured 
George B. Utter as editor and general agent 
of the society. 

This society published the Sabbath Re, 
corder from 1849 to 1862; the Sabbath School 
Visitor from 1851- to 1860; the Seventh Day 
Baptist Memorial from 1852 to 1854; and ~ 
collection of hymns entitled, The Carol, _ in 
January, 1855. 

These were its only publications, the- essen .. 
tial work of the society being the Sabbath 
Recorder. 

The society relied entirely for pecuniary 
. means upon the income from its publications~ 
receiving no contributions from the people for 
the support of the work. 

The average income for the next twelve 
years was $3~600 a year. This income sup' 
ported the work well until about 1860, when 
financial . difficulties were encountered, and in 

1862 the Recorder was transferred by sale to 
George B. Utter individually. The Publish ... 
ing Society maintained its. existence as a sep" 
arate organization until 1866. 

I 

The American Sabbath Tract Society 
The first· action looking toward a concerted 

effort for the publication and circulation of 
. tracts was taken at the close of Conference in 
1831: The work grew under several organi .. 
zations, among which were the Seventh Day 
Baptist General Tract Society, the New 
York City Tract Society~ and others. 

In September, 1844, the name of the Gen .. 
eral Sabbath Tract Society was changed to 
the Americln Sabbath Tract Society. It was 
incorporated under the laws of the state of 
New York in 1856. 

When the business of the American Sab, 
bath Tract Society was revived and enlarged 
under the management of an executive' board 
located at Brookfield, N. Y., and vicinity ~ that 
board soon felt the need of better facilities 
for publication. It therefore decided to can" 
vass the denomination for funds with which 
to establish a publishing house, with a view 
to the efficient prosecution of Sabbath reform 
work, and facilities for other publications. 
As sufficient encouragement was received~ the 
Sabbath Recorder was purchased from Mr. 
Utter, and beginning with the last half of the 
twenty .. eighth volume~ June~ 1872, it has been 
continuously published under the auspices of 
the American Sabbath Tract Society, at the 
society's publishing house. at A1fred~ N. Y., 
and since 1895, at Plainfield, N. J. 

The location and personnel of the board 
was changed to Plainfield, N. J., and vicinity· 
in 1881. 

The Helping Hand 
In 1885, largely through the efforts of 

. Arthur E. Main, a quarterly maga4ine de .. 
voted . to the .exposition of the International 
Sunday School Lessons, was started. Doctor 
Main was editor the first year .. Lewis A. 
Platts was made managing ~ditor in 1886. 
Since then it has had two editors, WilliaD) 

"-c. Whitford of Alfred, N. Y., and the pres .. 
ent editor .. Erlo E. Sutton of Denver, Colo. 

. Other Pub1icatiODS 

Seventh Day Baptists have had a consid .. 
erable number of other publicationS in the 
past one hundred years..These all filled th~ 
needs of the . time in· which they were pulY 
lished. 
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A long list of books and tracts has also Seventh Day Baptists Should Be Informed 
come from the pens of interested consecrated Seventh Day Baptists ought to know more 
Seventh Day Baptists. about the denomination and what it stands 

for. Now, as in the past, they need to read 
the Sabbath Recorder. The Publishing House 

The present publishing house IS a well 
equipped print shop, housed in a modern 
brick and concrete building at 51 0 Watchung 
Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. It is situated just 
back of the Seventh Day Baptist Building, 
access being gained by a walk alongside and 
back of the Denominational Building. There 
is also an alley leading from East Fifth Street 
to the rear of the print shop, where all freight 
and express shipments are receive~. A park .. 
ing space accommodates the cars of the em .. 
ployee.s--only partially :filled now, during the 
rationing of gas and rubber. 

While the printing and distribution of 
tracts was held at a minimum during the year 
because of plans to publish an entirely new 
series, there will be printed in the next few 
months thirteen tracts that are new as to con' 
tent and different in appearance from any 
heretofore printed. Several of the series will 
be available during this session of General 
Conference. 

The publishing house has excellent facili .. 
ties for printing and mailing the Sabbath Re .. 
corder, the Helping Hand, the Year Book, as 
well as other denominational literature such as 
books, tracts, etc. It has a business office to 
take care of inquiries concerning denomina, 
tional matters~ which are then promptly an' 
swered or turned over to the proper officer of 
local Seventh Day Baptist organizations or 
forwarded to the Missionary Society, the De .. 
nominational Budget treasurer, or others as 
the case may be. It furnishes mimeograph 
and mailing service to the corresponding sec' 
retary of the Tract Society as well as to other 
Seventh Day Baptist organizations. It even 
advances cash for postage to some individual 
(or committee) who later will put through a 
voucher to General Conference and then re .. 
pay the publishing house. 

In short, the publishing house is interested 
in all denominational activities and tries to 
be helpful in aU those matters which come 
within the scope of its services. Many 
printed pages of denominational history are 
available today because of the fact that Sev .. 
enth Day Baptists have had their own pub .. 
lishing house. 

Seventh Day Baptists Should Share 
Seventh Day Baptists should share the 

truths they prize so highly. Since only a 
comparatively few may, as ministers, preach 
the gospel, there is a wide field open to the 
distribution of the printed word. The pub .. 
lishing house is at your service to enable each 
of you to mUltiply himself a thousand fold. 
You are invited to make use of its facilities 
for printing and distributing religious litera .. 
ture and share in the repossession of your re1i .. 
gious heritage. 

This in brief is ""How the Publishing House 
He! ps in the Repossession of Our Religious 
Heritage Threugh· the American Sabbath 
Tract Society." 

The historical material used in this paper has 
all been taken from Seventh Day Baptists in 
Europe and America, Volumes I and II. 

MISSIONS 
Rev. William. L. Burdick. D.D .. Ashaway. R. I. 

Correspondence should be addressed to Rev. William 
L. Burdick, Secretary, Ashaway, R. I .. 

Checks and money orders should be drawn to the 
order of Karl G. Stillman, Westerly, R. 1. 

UNANSWERED CALLS 
(Substance of address delivered by Secretary William 

L. Burdick during the Centennial Session of the Mis
sionary Society held at Salem, W. Va., August 20.) 

The subject assigned me is, Unanswered 
Calls. During the century covered by the 
history of this society, there have been many 
calls answered, and there have been some 
which have not been answered. It is not 
worth while to discuss the question of whether 
there have been more answered than unan" 
swered. We should turn our attention to 
the present. 

I. The Situation 
There was a time when denominations and 

mission boards were praying for open doors, 
but that day is past. The last twenty .. five or. 
thirty years the doors of the entire world 
have been opened to the followers of Christ. 
Seventh Day Baptists have had urgent calls 
from Australia, China, India, Europe, Africa, 
Mexico, and various countries in South 
America and Central America to say t?-othing 
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of those from Canada and .the U~nited States. 
Christian missions are the hope of the Church 
and the woHd. Dr.· David Starr Jordan, 
when he was president of Leland Stanford 
University, said, ~~The boy who smokes" cig' 
arettes should not be anxious about his future 
-he has none." It may be said of Christian 
churches, the church that does not support 
missions need not worry about its future-it 
has none. 

We must admit that not all calls are from 
worthy people. Requests may come for work 
from those who are prompted by selfish in .. 
terests, and not by love of God and the truth. 
A few years past a letter came from a person 
in a large southern city, urging that the sec" 
retary come to hold a series of meetings. Th~ 
writer of the letter said· he was sure there 
was an opportunity for a large ingathering, 
and the establishment of a church. Corre' 
spondence was carried on, and ministers were 
sent at· different times to hold meetings and 
work with the group. After a series of years 
it was found that the leader was unstable and 
that there was no }:lope of building up the 
cause. Such incidents as this should teach us 
to be careful and to investigate whether the 
call is a Macedonian cry or something else. 

While there may be an occasional call from 
u:nworthy people, we have reason to believe 
that most of the calls are prompted by the 
Holy Spirit and should be heeded. As stated 
above, there have been many of these to 
which Seventh Day Baptists have not re" 
sponded in the last twenty .. five years, and 
our inability to meet these calls has been a 
great grief to some of us. But there is one 
whose disappointment over these failures is 
far greater than ours can be, and that one is 
the world~s Redeemer. Christ and the holy 
angels are watching us and urging us to enter 
the doors the Father opens. 

II. Some Things Needed 
To meet the unanswered calls many things 

are needed and among them I mention three: 
Four generations past a great educator said 
three B~'S were needed to constitute a college, 
namely, books2 benches, and brains. Three 
M~ s are needed if we are to enter· the open 
doors; and these C\re men, ministers, and 
money. Let us consider them in the ~verse 
order. 

1. Money .-'If the open doors are to be en .. 
tered, more money is needed~ It has alwa~ 
required money to conduct Christian work. 

The apostles who carried the gospel to every 
part of the Roman Empire had to have funds. 
Even if food and shelter were furnished by 
those who entertained them, they had to have 
clothing; and though they went afoot they 
had to have shoes. Conditions today make 
money more imperative than ever before. 

The wealth of this world belongs to the 
Father and it has been placed here chiefly for 
the establishment of the kingdom of his Son. 
There is nothing unholy about money. When 
rightl y considered and used, it is as sacred as 
man~s physical body, or the breath he breathes. 
I am not saying that the Father is displeased 
when we en joy the things money buys. He 
is delighted when his creatures enjoy plenty. 
What he asks of us is that we dedicate a por' 
tion to him for the advancement of his king-
dom. W ~ are told that not to do this is rob, 
bing God. The prophet charged the children 
of Israel with robbing God, and they asked 
wherein they robbed him. He answered, ""In 
tithes and o:fferings.~~ See Malachi 3: 8 .. 10. 

2. Ministers.-More ministers· are needed. 
This includes missionaries and evangelists as 
well as pastors. Churches are dying for lack 
of pastoral care, and there is call for mig.. 
sionaries onpoth home and foreign fields .. In 
the last five years there have been urgent calls 
from the isles of the sea and every continent 
on the globe. The last letter received from 
Doctor Thorn gate, written December 7, in' 
timated that he had no hope of Anna West~s 
recovery and requested that some one be pre' 
paring to take her place. This is only one of 
many appeals for the gospel. Our churches 
must produce more ministers and missionaries. 

Furthermore, minister.s and ID1SS10naries 
must be willing to sacrifice; and ministers and 
missionaries must give all diligence to the 
work. Sometimes we hear it said that they 
are sitting down on the job .. They should 

.give no occasion for this. Those who enter 
the ministry and those· who become' mission' 
aries should make up their minds to work to 
the limit of their strength, and sacrifice till it 
hurts. Moreover, they should do it gladly 
and without complaint.. There is something 
wrong when a minister or missionary com ... 
mences to ~ail over the .hardships. We ought 
to count it a joy to endure hardness for Christ. 

3. Men.-More·is needed than. money and 
ministers. I am convine-ed that active:. COD' 

secrated men in the church. are needed most 
of all to direct and, support the ministers and 
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missionaries and to keep the home fires burn' 
,ing. After all is said:. the maintaining of the 
home base is invaluable. The extension of 
the kingdom of Christ on either the home or 
foreign field$ cannot be continued long with: 
out the backing of strong, devoted laymen. 
Furthermore, it is the privilege of laymen to 
lead other laymen to Christ. A business man 
can help other business men to become Chris .. 
tians better than the pastor. A young per' 
son can aid other young peopl~ to the Chris-
tian life more easily than a minister. 

m. Why Answer the Macedonian Cries? 
People are asking, "Why respond to these 

call ?H s. 
1. We should enter the doors the Master 

opens to us for our own happiness and good. 
There are few joys, if any, which equal the 
joy that comes from doing good. It is said of 
Christ, ""Who for the joy that was set before 
him endured the crOSS, despising the shame, 
and is set down at the right hand of the 
throne of God." For our own sakes we should 
seize every opportunity for spreading the 
light of the gospel. We are given great op' 
portunities, and to fail to spread the gospel 
m.eans disaster .. Jonah is an outstanding il, 
lustration of one who refused to answer the 
call to carry the knowledge of God and his 
love to others. 

2. We should do our utmost to spread the 
glad news for the sake of others. Missions 
ha v-e brought to the world the highest type of 
civilization. But they bring more than this, 
they bring eternal life. The destiny of every 
one living is eternal life or eternal dea th,' 
and multitudes in the home and foreign land 
will never know the way to eternal life except 
as we carry the news to them. 

3. We should enter the open doors for the ' 
sake of our Redeemer, who died for this pur" 
pose. 0;. And this is life eternal, that they 
might know thee, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent ..... 

IV. We Should Not Be Discouraged 
We have been reviewing the work of the 

past, looking back over one hundred years and 
more. ·We do not need to be discouraged. 
Much has been accomplished anQ no doubt 
much m.ore might have been. As we look into 
the future we should be inspired by the doors 
open~d to us and the fact that we can enter 
them if 'we Will .. Nineteen years past we 
ansWered the call for help from Jamaica, and 

today we have about thirty churches and 
groups. Ten years ago we answered the call 
from Elder Conradi, and the last we heard 
there were between twenty .. five and thirty 
Seventh Day Baptist churches in Germany. 
These are illustrations of what can be done 
in other countries. We should profit by OUI' 

past mistakes, humble ourselves on. accoun~ 
of our neglects, grasp God's hand of help, and 
set our faces to the future with, determina .. 
tion that no call of the Master shall be un' 
answered. 

PLACEMENT OF MINISTERS 
(Part JIl of Ministerial Relations C01llIIlittee's report to 

General Conference.) 

The last two Conferences· have requested 
that the Committee on Ministerial Relations 
make a statement regarding the procedure}n 
the placement- of ministers and the terminat' 
ing of pastorates. 

In considering this subject, it is well to 
keep in mind that the procedure depends- up" 
on the policy of ~he denomination to which 
a church belongs. In denominations with a 
hierarchal form of government, the church 
has little or nothing to do in selecting and 
dismissing the pastor; in denominations . with 
a semi, democratic government, the request of 
the church is considered by the ecclesiastical 
head of the denomination in placing the pas' 
tor and terminating his term of service; in 
denominations with a democratic form of gov .. 
ernment, such as Baptists and Congregation' 
alists, the local church has full power to select 
and dismiss, and on the other hand, the min .. 
ister determines whether he accepts the call, 
and has power to terminate his term of 
servIce. 

Policy Usually Pursued 
The polity of Seventh Day Baptist churches 

is and al ways has been a pure democracy. 
Therefore, it is the ·prerogative of the loccil 
church to elect and dismiss its pastor; and the
right of the minister to accept or reject the 
call, and to resign.' , 

The usual procedure in calling a pastor is 
for the church, in a business meeting, after 
pra yerfulconsideration, to elect. a pastor by 
vote of its mem'bers. In this transaction, the 
church should, in deep humility, seek the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. It is not for the 
retiring pastor, or a group in the church, or 
anyone outside the church to dictate in this 
matter. 

\ 
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If the church desiring to call a pastor 
wishes further knowledge as to what minis .. 
ters would be likely to consider a call, it in ... 
structs the clerk to investigate, or a committee 
is appointed for this purpose. If such a com" 
mittee is appointed, it is sometimes requested 
to state whom it would· recommend. 

In calling a pastor a majority vote settles 
the question; but it is customary, upon 
the motion of some one in the minority, to 
make the vote unanilllolls, and a faih;l.re to 
do this forebodes no good to the church. 

When the church extends a call to a minis' 
ter, it states the terms as to salary and parson' 
age, and the larger churches usually include 
the normal expense in attending the General 
Conference. 

It is the custom in some churches to vote 
for a Past9r annually. This rule has its ad ... 
vantages and its' disadvantages. The church 
being supreme. it is for it to decide whether 
it establishes and follows this rule. 

In many cases it is agreed' that if either 
pastor or church desires a change, a three 
Illonths~ notice shall be given, and this plan is 
usually followed, whether stated or npt before 
the minister accepts the call. 

EBorts to Aid Churches Find Pastors and 
Ministers Find BlDploym.em: 

As stated in the foregoing _ paragraphs, it is 
the prerogative of the church to elect and dis .. 
miss its pastor; and the privilege of the, minis' 
tel' to accept or reject a call, and to resign. 
The policy which grants these rights has its 
advantages and disadvantages, but it has the 
support of the New Testament. The denomi, 
nations with democratic polity for several 
decades have been struggling with the dis, 
advantages of -the procedure, and have had 
committees to suggest improvements, but no 
particular progress has been made. 

One of the disadvantages is the fact, that 
local churches lack information regarding 
available candidates, and to meet this obstacle 
Seventh Day Baptists, as well as other de .. 
nominations with democratic polity, have ap.' 
pointed committees or boards to which the 
churches and ministers could apply for in' 
formation. 'In 1899, the Seventh Day Baptist 
General Conference, upon the recommenda, 
tion of Rev. O. W. Whitford, D.D. (who 
was president that year), appointed such a 
committee. SometimeS this .committee was 
called ~~The Board of Pulpit Supply and Min .. , . 
isterial . Employment,n and at other urnes, 

~~The Committee on Pastoral Supply." This 
committee served faithfully till 1918, when 
Conference voted that it be discontinued. The 
present committee called, ~~The Committee on 
Ministerial Relati0ns,'" was appointed by Con .. 
ference in 1930. The action of Conference 
creating it will be found in the minutes nf 
1931. Because the corresponding secretaries 
of the Missionary Board, from· the ntaure of 
their work, had information' regarding min' 
isters, they have served 3.6 the chief officer of 
these committees. 

RecommeridatioDS 
The last General Conference requested 

that the committee make suggestions regard ... 
ing the subject. 

1. One cause of mistakes is lack of knowl, 
edge regarding the procedure in churches 
where the polity is democratic, as it is in 
Seventh Day Baptist churches; and your 
committee recommends that the members of 
our churches inform themselves regarding this 
subject. 

2. No small amount of trouble in churches 
grows out of the way affairs are conducted; 
and your committee would recommend that 
care be taken that all church business becoU' 
ducted according t9 approved parliamentary 
rules.' . 

3. So long as man is imperfect, no plan 
will work to perfection. The advancement; 
of Christ's kingdom depends upon the Chris .. 
tian graces of the members of the church; 
and your committee recommends that churches 
and pastors put the welfare of the church 
first in all decisions. 

Respectfully submitted, 
William L. Burdick, 
Karl G. Stillman, 
LaVerne D.· Langworthy, 

Committee. 

ADDRESS 
(This address was delivered by Rev. H~rold R. Cran

dall. President of the Missionary Society. during the 
Centennial Session of the Seventh .. Day Baptist Missionary 
Society, held in connection with the General Conference,. 
Salem, W. Va., 1942) , 

We are here marking the one hundredth. 
anniversary of the founding of the Seventh 
Day Baptist, Missionary Society. This is . not 
to say that missionary work of Seventh Day 
Baptists has 'just reached the. end of its first 
century~ The Christian Church was a Anis .. 
siohary church {rom its foundation. It was a 
church of baptized believers in Go4 the'heav .. 
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enly Father, and Jesus Christ, his Son, the 
Savior of the world, and keepers of the sev" 
enth .. day Sabbath. Missions, then, - are co" 
eval with Seventh Day Baptists. 

The missionary spirit lived in the heart of 
Stephen Mumford and in the hearts of the 
faithful ones whom he led to accept further 
truth. From Newport on the west and still 
farther west, as settlers and pioneers made 
their way, Seventh Day Baptist missionaries 
went with the gospel. The old Westerly 
Church (now First Hopkinton), in particular, 
had a staff of workers who were sent through 
Connecticut and •• 'way out west in York 
State," as there was time and opportunitY.. 
These men strengthened the brethren, can" 
verted sinners, and founded churches to main .. 
tain and further the work. 

As time went on and the needs of the fields 
increased in magnitude, various plans and 
methods were tried. It soon became evident 
that for most efficient work there must be co .. 
ordination of effort that could best be accom~ 
plished by more centralized direction. 

In 1801 Elder Henry Clark asked the rev" 
eral churches H to invite in an institution for 
propagating our religion in the different parts 
of the United States, by sending out from the 
different churches in said union, missionaries 
on the expense of the different churches who 
may fall in with the proposition." About this 
time our General Conference was formed: 
Rev. James Bailey in his History 'of the Sev .. 
enth Day Baptist General Conference says, 
""It is worthy of especial note here, that the 
missionary enterprise gave life and shape to 
the General Conference and was not an out .. 
growth thereof." 

At the General Conference in 1842, Rev. 
Thomas B. Brown presented the following 
resolutions : 

Resolved, That a committee of seven be ap" 
pointed to devise and submit for the consideration 
of this body. some plan for concentrating and 
carrying iMo execution the various benevolent 
enterprises of the denomination with the greatest 
possible efficiency .. 

Resolved, further. That the committee report 
whether· in their judgment, the General Confer" 
ence, "u~der its present organi~tion. is a suitable 
vehicle for Clhe diffusion of the benevolence of the 
denomination, or whether an entirely new organi .. 
zation is necessary for this purpose. 

Resolved, further, That the present positioR of 
affairs in the kingdom. of Christ, and the signs 
of dl.etimes generally, demand suchan organi .. 
zation under the auspices of the Seventh Day Bap .. 

tist denomination as shall the mos,t effeotu:ally tend 
to the promotion of the cause of truth in the 
earth. 

Thus our spiritual and physical forebears 
of a century ago saw the need of co .. ordina .. 
tion and direction of effort, and planned wise" 
ly and well as they organized our present .. day 
Missionary Society. Almost immediately the 
world need was recognized and the feeling 
evident that it was not enough that the gospel 
be preached in the homeland, and steps wer~ 
taken to find opportunity for the spread of 
the gospel in some foreign land. The year 
1847 saw the beginning of our mission in 
China. Through the years calls have come 
from other lands and the needs of the home .. 
land have not diminished. Work upon new 
fields has been undertaken with enthusiasm, 
in some cases continuing with varying degrees 
of success, in others having to be abandoned 
for lack of workers, inadequacy of financial 
support, or adverse circumstances on the field. 

The history of the second fifty ye"ars of our 
first century has similarities to that of the 
first fifty. It was written in a report in that 
first period, "The calls for missionary lal:'0r 
increase upon them without their haVIng 
means of supporting them.~' This is true of 
the second half century as of the previous 
time. In the Jubilee Papers, written and 
published fifty years ago, Rev. L. E. Liver~ 
more says, "But during all these years the 
Executive Committee found great embarrass .. 
ment in their work from the want of money. 
The churches were either unable to contribute 
liberally or were indifferent to the urgent 
demands for missionary labor. Probably both 
of these causes hindered the work. For sev .. 
eral years plans would be laid and the com" 
mittee instructed at the annual Associations, 
looking to largely increased missionary oper ... 
ations, only to meet with the usual report at 
the next meeting that the committee were 
powerless to carry out the plans and in in-
structions, since they were prohibited from 
involving the Association in debt, and the 
churches did not respond to their calls for 
funds. " 

The appeal to individuals of one field o{ 
work over another has caused difficulties. In 
enthusiasm for that which is new, the older 
has suffered from neglect. To some the ex'" 
pression "foreign missions~~ has a strong ap'" 
peal, and with attention focused on the dis .. 
tant, that close at hand is not appreciated. 
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Others concerned with that clO5e at hand do 
not lift their eyes to the distant vision. We 
must learn to keep a balance between the old 
and the new, and between home and foreign. 

In these days of rapid transportation and 
instantaneous communication, the word "for .. 
eign'~ has lost much of its former meaning. 
When the Carpenter~ and the. Wardners 
went to China in 1847, the voyage from New 
York to Hong Kong took nearly four months. 
Now the journey could be made in as many 
weeks, by what we consider ordinary means. 
Then letters would be months reaching their 
destination and a reply as long in return. 
Now words spoken half the world away are 
heard as readily as if spoken in the room 
where you are. The world has shrunk into a 
neighborhood. We are learning that we are 
a part of a great community. The words of 
Paul, "If one part suffers, all the parts share 
in its sufferings. If a part has honor done 'it, 
all the parts enjoy it too," as as applicable 
to the world as to any other body. 

As the gospel has been"· preached in one 
place and another, and from one land to an" 
other it would seem as though the powers of 
evil ha ve redoubled their efforts in trying to 
defeat the cause of Christ. Things of the 
~orld are dressed in such attractive beauty 
and made to seem so desirable that men and 
women are enticed away from the house of 
God and discouraged from doing his service. 
The tempter is as flill of guile as in the days 
of the temptation of Jesus. He still uses the 
Scripture in the attempt to accomplish his 
purpose. He also, in wily manner, uses the 
very forms of godliness, causing friction be, 
tween groups and dissension within. The 
present gigantic struggle between the nations 
of the earth is his attempt, instilling in men 
grandiose ideas and" selfish desires, to over' 
come the cause of righteousness. 

. Laxness in Sabbath observance brings its 
evil effects upon our cause, even as it brought 
reverses upon Israel of old. N_either laymen 
nor ministers can be indifferent to the stand ... 
ards of reasona:ble· Sabbath observance with .. 
out bringing reproach upon the ca~ that we 
represent. What effect does this laxness and 
indifference have upon converts to the Sab .. 
bath, who are seeking ,enlightenment and look .. 
ing to Seventh 'Day-Baptists for example and 
encouragement? If the Sabbath has an im .. 
port ant function in Christian living, then we 

00 need to-_ present it .especially by example 
wherever we preach the gospel. 

The very hindrances to worlo~wide mission~ 
ary work at the present. time ought to work 
out to the advantage of the cause.· There 
should be renewed and concentrated effort on 
the home field which should continue through 
the years, ahead. Interest should be stirred 
up in our whole program. Every agency 
available should be employed for the purpose 
of information and help in present procedure, 
and for study -to determine the wise course 
of action in our foreign missions in the po~t .. 
war years. That conditions never will De the 
same as formerly is a foregone conclusion. 
That there will be need of i additional funds 
for rebuilding, for repairs and improvements, 
is a clearly recogni~able fact. Treasurer Still .. 
man has advised the accumulation of funds 
to meet these needs. The present is an ·aus, 
picious time to build up this reserve. With 
increased income there should be proportion~ 
ate increase in contributions to religious work. 
The great advance in wages during the past; 
months has not been reflected in the receipts 
of funds for denominational work. 

Money is necessary. The dollars earned by 
brain and hand, by. those who have built up 
the endowment of· our societies, represent ~"-'" 
greater effort and sacrifice than the dollars 
we earn today. Are we satisfied not to con'" 
tribute far more than the amount of income 
from those funds? 

The hearts of some 'burn with ~eal and the 
desire to see the cause of Christ advance. I 
have said that w'e need to study to know 
what and how to do in the future. Let us take 
a lesson from those of early years. Do that 
which is at hand. Only as we.perform pres" 
ent duties, humble and unimportant "though 
they may seem, will we be ready to carry on. 
Look forward to the desired goal and keep 
busy with the task in hand. 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 
(Since copies of the report of the Commission as adopted 

by Conference will soon be in people's hands. we print 
llere only a few excerpts, including the "Recommenda
tions/, the proposed budget for 1942-43. and "Conclu
sion. '-,E.ditor.) 

Excerpts 
Ben R.' Crandall has been named as Sev .. 

enth Day Baptist representative on the Gen .. 
eral Commission on Army and Navy Chap. ... 
lains. 

The Commission expresses its appreciation 
of the work done by the Committee which 
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prepared the book~ Seventh Day Baptis~ ~e' 
liefs, and has requested the Board of <?hnstl~n 
Education to urge its study by groups and In' 
dividuals throughout the denomination. 

Sales of Seventh Day Baptist Beliefs have 
continued through the year at a satisfactory 
rate. The Tract Society has carried the un' 
paid balance on this account and. has been re' 
quested to continue to do so dunng the com' 
ing Conference year. 

Herbert C. Van Horn has been asked by 
the Commission to arrange for the program 
and deliver the message for a broadc~t to be 
sponsOred by the Sevent~ Day Baptist Gen' 
eral Conference on April 4, 1943~ on Mu' 
tual's Radio Chapel, a nation,wide network 
program sponsored each ~ee~ by a separat~ 
denomination. The Com.mlSslon has arranged 
to have printed or mimeogra~hed sufficient 
copies of the message to be dehvered on t~at 
program to supply all request:s for. CO~les 
which may be made in the statIons carryIng 
the program. 

Albert N. Rogers has been asked to repre' 
sent Seventh Day Baptists at the retreat and 
conference of the Committee on Foreign Re, 
lief Appeals at Asbury Park, N. ]., on Sep' 
tember 10 and 11. 

Following Conference . at Denver, a re9uest 
was made for the Commission to ap~olnt. a 
special Committee to Study the Relationship 
of Our Theological Seminary to the Denoml' 
nation and to Alfred University. Pursuant 
to that request a special committee of six was 
appointed, consisting of Harold R. Crandall, 
James L. Skaggs, Edward M. Holston, Loyal 
F. Hurley, D. Nelson Inglis, and Harley D. 
Bond. A meeting of the committee was ap' 
pointed in Alfred for June 11. Two mem' 
bers were unable to be present, Edward M. 
Holston and Loyal F. Hurley. Two other 
meetings have been held, and the following 
report is the consensus of the comIDlttee: 

By request, President J. Nelson .Norv:ood of 
A1f.red University met with the commIttee 1n June. 
President Norwood has given much study to 
the history of Alfred UniVlersity and the School 
of Theology and had ava1l.able a fund of inform.a" 
tion which the committee could not have dis, 
covered in months of careful stu~'Y. . 

That our School of Theology 18 effectively and 
efficiently fulfilling ~ missi<?n is evidenc~d by 
the successful work bemg earned on by the young 
men who have been trained in. that scho?l. ~n 
view of this evidence, the ~chiJ?-g fo~ce 1S sabs' 
factorily carrying the task which 18 thetrS.. . 

Certain scholastic standards must .be matntained 
and certain financial requirements must be met in 

order for our School of Theology to be recognized 
as a standard school. The pr~ent salaries paid ~e 
practically minimum, the salary of. the dean ~e1ng 
not above salaries of our better paid pastors, when 
house rent has ·been deducted. 

A school of our own for training our young men 
for mini&try in our churches and missions is a 
necessity. Rev. T. R. Williams, ~n ~e Jub?1ee 
Papers published fifty years ago, sald, There IS 'a 
nat:urai. motherhood about a denominational college 
or theological school for which it is impossible .to 
find a natural substitute ... • The wholesome, c~rdlal 
fraternal relationships existing between men who 
have had the opportunity of the three years ~o' 
gether in our seminary is a binding force of In" 
estimable value to the Seventh Day Baptist .denomi, 
nation. . 

Therefore this committee is in agreement that 
the School of Theology is a depaIltment of Alfred 
University and enj-oys all. the a~n~ges of. the 
university. Irt is housed In a building prOVIded 
and! he3Jted by the university. At present about 
two thirds of the expense of maintenance is cared 
for 'by the university and income from .endowments 
specially designated for their purpose. The scho~l 
is deserving of oUr moral support and the denoml; 
nation s'hould increase its financial support of our 
school. • 

As your Committee to Consider the Rela' 
tion of Ordained· Ministers of Other Seventh 
Day Baptist Conferences to the Seventh J?ay 
Baptist General Conference of the U nlted 
States, the Commission proposes the follow, 
ing amendment to the By,Laws of the Confer .. 
ence and hereby gives notice that at the next 
regular meeting of the Conference the follow, 
ing amendment will be proposed to be added 
to Article 2 of the By,Laws: 

Petitions for such members with all credentials, 
and foOr ,the accreditment of ministers ordained 
by other religious 'bodies, wi·Vb acc6mpanying cre" 
den'ti'3.1s when presented to the General Confer; 
ence s~ll be referred to the Commission of Gen' 
em! Conference for thorough consideration; and 
final a-ctiion shall be deferred until the following 
annual meeti.ng of the General Conference. 

Revised lists of accredited ministers, mem'ber 
churches aSsociations, and affiliated conferences 
shall -be' prepared by ~he Commission. and pub· 
li&hed in the Year Book regularly. class1fied as to 
countries and gr'ades of standing. 

Recommendations 
The Commission recommends: 

1. That the Conference approve and ~r~€' 
u pan our people the observance of Amenca s 
Prayer Minute. . 

2. That the Conference suggest to our 
churches that they support the position of 
any young pastor who desires to enter the 
Chaplains" Corps of the Army or Navy by 
assuring him that if he is ready to go, th~ 
church will grant him leave of absence untIl 
hostilities are over, and will back him iIi his 
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plan and zeal and encourage him in any way 
possible.' . 

3. That the Conference adopt .the follow' 
ing statement: 

Inasmuch as it would seem that the present 
plan of the 'Federal Government ~e~ding th~ suh ... 
'sistence requirements for ConsC1e~tiOUS ObJect0X:s 
is an injustice and in effect penaliz.es the <?o~' 
entious Objector for standing c0D:.sI~teD:.t W1~h his 
conscience on the matter of partiC1patiOn 1n the 
acts of war we would· urge th:at: the subsistence 
requireme~ of those en-gaged in work ~f national 
importance in civilian work camps WIthout re" 
muneration in various parts of the country be 
taken over by the Federal Government. 

4. That the Conference recommend to the 
churches that. special arrangements be made 
in each church to keep the Tract Board in' 
formed of the addresses of its members in the 
armed services. 

5. That Conference recommend to' the 
churches the observance of World Wide Com .. 
munion Sabbath on October 3~ 1942. 

6. That five dollars be contributed by Con.'· 
ference to the work of the Christian Commis, 
sion for Camps. and Defense Communities, 
such payment to be made from the Expense 
Fund. 

7. That the following plan be adopted to 
aevelop Christian service on the part of lay' 
men to increase the effectiveness of our 
chu:ches and to render assistance and en' 
courage~ent to churches, communities, ~nd 
groups who are without pastors. ~ e belIeve 
this would increase our membership and de' 
velop the spirituality of our people. . . 

Already some churches are offenng· then 
pastors for use in pastorless churches or n:eedy 
communities during the summer. We feel 
this is a commendable practice, and urge that 
the annual release of the pastors of all our 
churches for home mission work in other com' 
munities be adopted as a denominational pol .. 
icy. We earnestly request that church mem' 
bers take this matter seriously and that a defi.' 
nite time be set (we suggest, February 1, 
i 94 3 ), whe~ all 'our churches shall approach 
this matter . with deep conviction and prayer 
when both pastors and laymen shall reinvigor' 
ate their Christian life through personal evan' 
gelism. The home' chUrch is to .support 0e 
pastor while away on evangehcal se~ce. 
Those unable to assist in this should redouble 
their efforts in the suppOrt financially and spir' 
itually of the home church. and S? develop 
latent powers of Christian leadership, espeCl' 
ally among our \ young people. 

We believe there is efficacy in making this 
a definite, unified, co,operative, undertakiug 
on the part of all the churches and boards ')f 
our denomination. 

It is recommended that tbis matter have the 
early attention of the promoter of evangelism 
and that every effort be made to secure wide 
co .. operation in it. 

The folloWing. quotation from an English 
bishop is signfiicant: 

We have been a pleasure loving people, dis, 
honoring the Sabbath, picnicking and bathing
now the seashores are barred. 

W eb::ave preferred motor travel to church 
going-now there is a shortage of motor fuel and 
material. 
. We would not listen to the way of peace-now 
we are forced to listen to the way of war. 

The money we would . not give to the Lord·s 
work-now is taken from us in taxes and higher 
prices. . . '. 

The service we would not g1ve to God-now 15 
~onscripted for our coun,try. 

There never has been a time in human his .. 
tory wherfLhere was a greater need for Chris, 
tian teaching an..:i Christian living than now. 
Shall we as a denomination neglect our oppor, 
tunity . and repudiate our obligation in this 
crisis? May we ring true 'to our Master and 
the faith of our'fathers. 

8. That the Denominational Budget be set 
at $19,600. The churches have reporteJ tht!t 
they ""Will Endeavor"~ to raise for 1942 .. 1943 
Budget a total of $10,451.00. _ , 

9. That the following be adopted as the 
Denominational Budget fo!' the Budg~t yt?a r 
,October 1, 1942, to September 30, 1943: 
Missionary Society 

Horne missions .................. $ 3,200.00 
Foreign missions ................. 3,200.00 
Administration . ................. 900.00' 
Evangelistic work ...... -......... 500.00 
Debt reduction .................. 200.00 

---$ 8,000.00 
Tract Society 

Sabbath Recorder ............•.... $ SOO.OO 
Administration . ...... . . . . . . . . .. 1,000.00 
General orinting and distribution 

of literature·. ................ 1,000.00 

Board of Christian Education 
Higher Education 

School' of Theology ........... $ 2,000.00 
Church School Work 

Editor Helping Hand .......... . soo.O"O 
2S.00 Children's Page of Recorder ... . 

Leadershio Training, Vacation Bible 
School, Church School .....•. 22S.00 

Young Peonle's Work 
The Beacon and Camps ......... . 
Attendance at Camp and Conference 

Administration . . ............... . 
International Council ., .•...•...... 

300.00 
100.00 
240."00 

60.00 
---

Women's Board • . ..............•••.......•• 
Historical Society . .. . •...•••••••...••••. 
Ministerial Retirement . ~ .... ~ .•••••••.••••• 
Seventh Day Baptist Building 

Maintenance . . ................. $ 950.00 
; Liquidation of loan ...........•••• 600.00 

2,SOO.00 

3,450.00 
160.00 
130.00 

2,100.00 

1,550.00 

" \ 
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General Conference 
\Vorld Council of Churches ........ $ 
Baptist World Alliance ......... . 
Federal Council of Churches ..... . 
Year Book ............... . 
Committee to Promote Financial 

Program . . . ................. . 
Expenses of Conference ..... . 
Contingent Fund ............... . 

25.00 
25.00 
90.00-

400.00 

150.00 
820.00 
200.00 

--- 1.710.00 

$19.600.00 

11. That when we adjourn we adjourn to 
meet on the Tuesday hefore the fourth Sab~ 
bath in August, 1943, or if impossible to meet 
for Conference at that time, or, in the con~ 
side red judgment of the Commission, if it is 
deemed extremely impracticable, then the 
Commission shall be em powered to set the 
time and place of the next meeting of Con~ 
ference; and in the event of the necessity of 
omitting the meeting of Conference, that the 
Commission be delegated to act for Confer~ 
ence in necessary business at its regular meet~ 
ings in December and August. 

Conclusion 
With a deep sense of gratitude for the privi .. 

lege which was ours, the Commission re.:pect~ 
fully submits this report for your cons1dera~ 
tion. Humility and harmony have character .. 
ized the sessions of this body, and it has been 
led with the desire to further His cause in the 
world. 

We want to express our appreciation for 
denominational co .. operation which has been 
marked throughout the year . While our 
financial goal has not quite been reached we 
believe that if each one will lift in accordance 
with the blessings he has received, another 
year can exceed the goal which has been set._ 

Throughout our denomination there seems 
to be a general feeling of anticipation .. ~or 
is this feeling confined to us alone. Christtan .. 
ity is facing a challenge; we are on the verge 
of a new era. We would urge that Seventh 
Day Baptists be prepared to meet thischal .. 
lenge through a spiritual reconsecration and 
the vision of the task ahead. 

May we all unite in giving thanks for the 
blessings which have been ours, and pray that 
in the days to come we may be given the 
vision to .... press toward the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. H 

Respectfully submitted, 

Harley D. Bond, 
Chairman, 

Courtland V. Davis, 
Secretary. 

WOMAN'S WORK 
Mrs. Okey w. DCIYia. Salem. w. Va. 

REPORT OF WOMEN'S SOCIETY 
PROGRAM 

The Board of Directors of the Women·s 
Society planned its part in the Conference 
program around the theme of Missionary 
Evangelism. 

Attention was called to the Great Com .. 
mission of Jesus: "Go ye ... preach, teach 
... make disciples," as the individual respon" 
sibility of every follower of the Master. 

Thinking of this responsibility, the vice .. 
president called upon the audience to stand 
and join in voicing the prayer of the melodiC$ 
as played by Miss Leah Virginia Davis on the 
violin accompanied by Mrs. Clarence Rogers 
on the piano: -

"If I have wounded any soul today. 
If I have caused one foot to go astray, 
If I have walked in mine own willful way. 
Dear Lord, forgive." 

A period of meditation followed into which 
came a VOlce: 

"Hark, I hear the Savior calling, 
Who will go and work today? 
Loud and -strong the Master calletlh. 
Rich reward he offers thee; 
Who will answer, gladly saying, 
'Here am I, send me, send mer •• 

The audience joined in: 

"Lord, speak 00 me that I may speak 
In loving echoes of thy tone; 

As thou hast sought, 80 let us seek 
Thine erring children lost and won." Amen. 

Then followed the address by Rev. Oliver 
K. Black of the Department of Evangelism of 
the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America, on the theme, EvangelismJ the Total 
Job of a Total Church. 

This address was followed by a short dedi .. 
catory service introduced by a 5010, ""Hold 
Thou My Hand,"· sung by Mrs. Eldred Bat .. 
son. The statement from the board by Mrs. 
James L. Skaggs and the statement of accep" 
tance by Rev. L. O. Greene are given here. 
These statements were followed by a dedi .. 
catory prayer by Rev. Harold R. Crandall, 
president of the Missionary· Society, and 
closed with the prayer in which the whole 
audience joined, ""Father, thy will be done 
through me ..... 

\ 
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STATEMENT FROM THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS OF THE WOMEN'S SOCIETY 

By Mrs. James L. Skaggs 
The Board of Directors of the . Women's 

Society has set apart this time for a short 
dedicatory service of installation. Since two 
years ago the Women's Society has been re" 
sponsible for a project in evangelism. During 
this time the local societies have been most 
loyal in their support of the work. 

These times and the years just ahead prom .. 
ise to be times of opportunity. Indeed, these 
times fling a challenge to Christians every .. 
where to accept and act upon the implications 
of Christian fellowship. It is our hope that 
this work in evangelism may contribute some 
small part in helping Seventh Day Baptists to 
meet the challenge of these days. 

Since January, the board has been seeking 
a man who might carry on the. work so ef ~ 
ficiently begun by Rev. Marion C. Van Horn. 
Seeking, I say, for few are the men and wo" 
men who have been trained in the work of 
missionary evangelism in the homeland. Is it 
not true that Seventh Day Baptists have a 
heritage along this line which is not fully 
repossessed in this generation, and brought up 
to date? . 
- The aim of the board has been to find the 

man who has the inclination to apply him .. 
self to this line of Christian effort. One who,., 
with freedom from other and personal pbliga .. 
tions, might enter into this work whole .. 
heartedly. 

We think we have found the man. We 
invite you to rejoice with us today that Rev. 
Leslie O. Greene, pastor of the Albion, Wis., 
Church, has accepted the call of. this board 
to become its promoter of evangehsm. 

Mr. Greene, something in one of your 
earlier letters made a most favorable impres" 
sion. This is when you told us that earlier 
in your life you had hoped such an opportun .. 
ity for service would come to you. That ~a .. 
tent hope and ambition seemed a good begIn" 
ning on which tq build our faith. 

The board noted and appreciated your re .. 
port of the work which you did last O~tober, 
when Mr. Van Horn could not meet his field 
appointments. 

You have had the expenence of pastoral 
work and of teaching. Another experience of 
no small value has been yours in helping to 
dream dreams, build ideals, and to train five 
fine sons and daughters in your home. As .. 

prom.oter of evangelism, also,one may need to 
dream dreams and see visions and patiently, 
persistently,and prayerfully labor to build 
toward those ideals. 

We hope and pray that real success may 
attend your earnest efforts; that this work 
may be carri·ed on, as far as possible, in ~ 
spirit of co .. operation with all the other agen .. 
cies of the denomination. 

There will be problems and sometimes dis .. 
couragements in these\ uncertain times, per .. 
ha ps more than we can now foresee. Let our: 
attitude be that of the missionary who was 
writing home of the almost overwhelming dif: 
ficulties to be met in her place of service. She 
closed her letter with these words, "'But let 
us carry on, God does." 

The women of the denomination will not 
fail to support the work. The directing board 
is full of courage. We shall hope to share 
with you not only the happy experiences but 
also the perplexing problems. 

So may we all in fine Christian fellowship 
work together· with God for the building of 
his kingdom in the hearts of men. 

STATE'MENT OF ACCEPTANCE 
By Rev. LeslieO. Greene 

Your call to act as promoter of evangelism 
came to me as a surprise. My first thought 
was Why ask me when there are younger 
and' better prepared men; but on second 
thought I concluded that was not for me. to 
answer. My problem was to accept or reject 
as God should direct me. Prayer would be 
the solution. I kept thinking how after eight 
years in the ministry I had side .. stepped, ~or 
financial reasons to te.ach school, and dunng 
those eighteen y~ars I had attempted. to satis'" 
fy myself with the feeling that I was do~ng 
a good work ·iI} directing youth in prepan~g 
for life; but I was unable to escape my earher 
decision to preach the· gospel in f':lll .. time en" 
deavor. I recalled many times when I had 
hoped a call would coine, and regretted when 
a few came I could not accept; but when, five 
years ago, the church of Albion asked me. to 
serve. them, I realized God was answenng 
anxious prayers, and I hastened a reply lest 
the door would close against me. These have· 
been happy years and the ties seem hard to 
break but your field seems larger and more 
need~ and I told my goodwife, whom I wish 
were here today, -that· possibly to some degree 
in this more intensive service I might be able 
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to make up for those years I spent in teaching. 
At least~ I hoped to be able to spend as many 
years in the vineyard 6f -the Lord as 1- had in 
the field of education. 

To be more specific, there are many minor 
reasons for accepting this call today, but I 
shall very briefly speak of only the three major 
ones. They are: (1) The call presents a grMt 
challenge; (2) The work involves a great 
gospel; (3) It can be done because of the 
great support I will have. 

When I was in the theological seminary at 
Alfred, years ago, our good Dean Main told 
us that one very essential reason for entering 
the ministry was the great need for workers. 
Indeed, that seemed very imperative then, 
but is even more so. today. The fields are 
still "white and ready for the harvest, and 
the laborers are few." How can one pray 
for more laborers unless he stands ready to 
become one if God calls? With a world torn 
and bleeding because of war~ and men~s faith 
shaken or souls dying in sina thoughtful and 
pra ying Christians dare not reject the solemn 
call, "'Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gospel." 

There are many ways to preach, but this is 
the way God has a$ked me to do it. We are 
proud of our youth who are responding in 
scores of ways to the calls of today. Can we 
parents do less? When I last talked to my 
son, on furlough from the army camp, I said, 
"You and I can march side by side in the one 
common cause for justice and peace. You on 
the battlefield will be helping me at home to 
protect our church and religion, and together 
we will help save the lives and souls of men 
and all our cherished ideals. The challenge 
. " IS ours. 

The second reason I accept your call is be .. 
cause we have a great gospel to preach. It is 
truly the most wonderful and cheering news 
the world has to offer. The greatest thing 
God gave man was a living soul made in his 
own image. This soul needs to be saved and 
deserves to be, for Hall have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God." The gospel re" 
veals the plan for saving the soul from con' 
demnation. It has saved millions throughout 
the ages and is still able to save all ~~who call 
upon him in faith.1"I Life without the eternal 
realities of righteousness and salvation means 
nothing, but by God" sgrace, no sin is too 
great, nor sinner too low, for the blood of 
JesUB Christ to cleanse. The hope of the gos ... 

pel is found in its declared purpose,. ~~Whoso .... 
ever will, may come and take of the water of 
life freely.n 

The last reason I will mention for making 
my decision is that I have no fear in accepting 
this call in view of the great support I shall 
have. This is threefold. I shall always have 
God. Some are saying that he has deserted 
the world in this dark crisis; but Christians 
know that if ~~God so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son ~~ 'to crush out 
sin that men may be saved, he cannot fail 
us now when religion, Christianity, and every 
high and noble purpose of man are at stake. 
No, God will march on, and men will fol ... 
low, and his faithful servants will be able to 
do all things through Christ who strength ... 
ens us. 

Again, backing up this work will be groups 
of women from every corner of the denomi ... 
nation, whose great longing for service is man" 
ifested in this program they are so zealous to 
promote. Nothing will stop these devoted 
and loyal servants of the Master, for they ,are 
set to defend the gospel with their money~ 
counsel, and prayers. 

And, finally, the expression of approval that 
I see written on the faces of this audience 
toda y and the trend of thought which has 
been expressed throughout this Conference 
lead me to believe that pastors, humble laymen, 
and churches everywhere will unite heart and 
hand to spread the gospel to lost humanity. 
In union there is strength, and Seventh Day 
Baptists will stand together, as always, that 
in every good way we may HRepossess Our 
Religious Heritage." 

SUPPER MEETING 
The study of evangelism promoted by the 

Women's Society closed with a well .. attended 
supper served in the college cafeteria. Miss 
Lotta Bond, corresponding secretary of the 
Board of Directors, ,graciously and humor .. 
ously presented Dr. 'Oliv~r K. Black, the gu~ 
speaker, and the promoter of evangelism, Rev. 
Leslie O. Greene. Doctor Black completed 
his series of talks on Evangelism begun in 
the morning program, while Mr. Greene spoke 
briefly of hopes and plans for the future. Miss 
Bond called attention to the fact that one 
speaker was ""Black''' and the other was 
~~G ~, reene. 
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" NOTICE 
The Women~s. Society of the Seventh Day 

Baptist Conference will hold their annual 
meeting in the Trainer Class room, in Salem, 
W. Va., September 13, 1942. All Seventh 
Da y Baptist women are invited to attend this 
meetingy in which they are entitled to vote. 

SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST BOARD OF 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Annual Report by the President, 
Rev. Edgar D. Van Hbrn 

In submitting this report of the Board of 
Christian Education for the year just ended, 
I shall endeavor to conform to the sugges" 
tion of our program committee, namely; that 
I deal more in detail with the activities of the 
board this year than I did last Conference 
time. This I am glad to do, even if we hav~ 
had to operate under war ... time conditions 
and with a budget far below our needs and 
opportunities. All our boards have had to 
face similar handicaps and confine themselves 
to such operations as funds permit. 

At our early fall meeting,. following Can ... 
ference, ths board voted to proceed in its or'" 
ganization on the same general lines as that of 
last year, that is, with the continuation of the 
following committees: (1 ) Committee on 
Theological Training and Higher Education 
in our Colleges, (2) Committee on Church 
Schools, (3) Committee on Young People's 
Work, and (4) Committee on Finance. You 
maybe interested to know the personnel of 
these committees. On the Committee on 
Higher Education were: A. ]. C. Bon~, J. N. 
Norwood, Dora K. Degen, E. D. Van Horn, 
and V. W. Skaggs. On the Committee on 
Church Schools were: E. T. Harris, W. L. 
Greene, Harley Sutton, H. o. Burdick, A. E. 
Whitford, and Kenneth Van Horn. The 
Committee on Young People's Work con" 
sisted of Elmo Randolph, Charles Bond, David 
Clarke, Burton Crandall, Ruth Dennis, and 
A. L. Wheeler .. And the Committee on 
Finance consisted· of Ben Crandall, L. R. 
Polan, Burton . Crandall, and John Reed 
Spicer. Thus it will be seen that.all twenty .. 
one directors were named to committees where 
they were best adapted by qualificationS to 
serve. 

At our Conferehce at Denver, last August, 
the following recommendatio~swere made by 
the com.ruttee of Conference to consider our 
report: 

1. We recommend the adoption of the report 
of the Board of Christian Education, including the 
printed report presented to the Conference, and 
commend the goals as outlined by the president 
of the board in his annual address. 

2. In view of the request made by the Board 
of Christian' Education relative to a full time 
executive secretary, that the Conference go on 
,record as commending this request. 

3. That the Board of Christian Education 
make provision . at the annual conference f?r an 
exhibit of pictures, catalogUes, leaflets, etc., of the 
three colleges and the school of theology. 

4. That the Board of Christian Education pro .. 
vide that a leaflet descn"bing the colleges be sent 
to the youIlg people of the denomination. 

. In the report of our COmmittee on Theo .. 
logical Training and Higher Education in our 
Colleges, of which Dean Bond is chairman, 
you will find appended his report to the Board 
of Managers of the School of Theology. I 
commend to you the careful reading of this 
report, both on account of the valuable in" 
formation it contains of our School of Theol ... 
ogy and the fact that it may help to clear 
up some questions of its relation to· Alfred 
University. As a degree conferririg institu .. 
tion its status might be seriously affected, if 
not canceled, were it not for the generous at ... 
titude the university takes toward the School 
of Theology. President Norwood is a warm 
and loyal friend to ... but School of Theology 
and has not only made.-generous contributions 
personally, but directed the university to can .. 
cel bills for heat and light which otherwise 
would have left- us with a serious deficit. 

Then,. too, you will find in this report that 
five hundred copies of a bulletin on our col ... 
leges and School of Theology have been printed 
most attractively arid have been distributed to, 
the Seventh Day Baptist graduates and Jun .. 
iors of the high schools throughout the de .. 
nomination, setting before them the character 
and advantages of our colleges and seminary. 
I am glad to tell you, in this connection, that 
the students we helve had in the School of 
Theology in recent years have' b~en of the 
highest type, and the faculty feels that defin .. 
ite progress is being made to enlist in the work 
of the ministry young men of high quality 
and character.· The colleges have rendered, 
and may continue to render, .an immeasur .. 

. able service to the denomination and th~. 
world by preparing studertts of' high qualifi ... 
cation for preparation for. the ministry in our 
School of Theology. ' 

The Committee on Church Schools, under 
the able leadership of Pastor Harris, h())s done 
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most commendable work. The activities of 
this committee are incorporated in our printed 
reports and I urge you to give them careful 
reading. In order, however, that they may 
get the fullest possible publicity I mention 
here some phases of this committee's work. 

Special attention was giv,en to the recom'" 
mendation passed by the Denver Conference, 
viz., that ""The Board make a special attempt 
during the coming year to promote the hold ... 
ing of Worker's meetings in our Sabbath 
schools, for planning and improving the work 
of the Sabbath schools, and the provision of 
definite opportunit?es for leadership training 
in our local churches." To this recommenda ... 
tion the committee gave careful thought; but 
as lack of funds rendered impossible the em' 
ployment of a full time executive secretary 
by the board the committee finally worked out 
a temporary solution to the problem by call ... 
ing to its aid Rev. Harley Sutton as a special 
worker in this field. Mr. Sutton has for a 
number of years been the executive secretary 
of the Allegany County Bible School Associ-
ation. His experience in this capacity as well 
as in his own church made him a valuable 
man to the Committee on Church Schools. 
The committee also was ably assisted by Rev. 
Walter L. Greene, Professor in the School of 
Theology, who by reason of his wide experi ... 
ence in religious education, ,experience, and 
teaching, made valuable contributions to the 
work of the committee. Furthermore the com ... 
rnittee sought to co--ordinate its work with the 
full program of the board by inviting into its 
meetings the president of the .board and chair-
men of other committees. The following 
quotations from the report of the committee 
will enable you to get a fairly complete pic-
ture of what the committee has been able to 
accomplish this year. 

On recommendation of the committee it was 
voted by the board to em~oy Rev. Erlo Sutton 
to continue writing the lesson helps for the Help, 
ing Hand for the calendar year, and Mrs. W. L. 
Greene to continue writing material for the Chil, 
dren's Page of the Sabbath Recorder. 

It was voted by the board that all the churches 
be urged to co"operate with the International 
Council of Religious Education in the launching 
of what has been called uThe Christian Education 
Advance. n Reports for the denomination in rela .. 
tion to the U Advance," were sent in 1;,y the secre' 
tary. Letters were sent to all the churches which 
included a leaHet concerning the series of one ... day 
conventions which inaugurated the ··Advancen 

throughout the United States, and urged all who 
possibly could to attend the conferences and in ... 

elude the suggestions given by the ··Advance·· 
'materials in the work of the local churches and 
Sabbath schools. Letters were sent to the rood, 
era tors of the associations, suggesting that a place 
be given on associational programs to the "Ad .. 
vance." ·'reaching the unreached. n Rev. Carroll 
L. Hill of Milton. Wis.. who had attended the 
one,day convention in Wisconsin was a sped-al 
,guest at the meeting held April 26. and, reported 
the conference to the committee. He urged pub, 
liciz.ing the program of the "Advance," and said 
that the one,day conference gave a: very clear 
picture of the program outlined. Mr. Hill an" 
swered many questions and took part in the dis, 
cussion of this subj ect. 

At the November meeting it was voted to ask 
the secretary to arrange for conferences of Sab, 
bath school teachers where possible by correspond .. 
ence with those who have had experience in Chris .. 
tian education and :to conduct such conferences 
himself where possible. and to do some special 
work with the Sabbath school teachers of all the 
churches ,by correspondence. In this way confep 
ences were held at Milton. for the teachers and 
workers of the churches in that vicinity under the 
leadership of Miss Marjorie Burdick, an experi, 
enced religious education worker and teacher. and 
she reports that these conferences were well at' 
tended and were highly successful. Similarly Har-
ley Sutton conducted conferences at Salem and 
Lost Creek with equal interest and success. These 
conferences served not only to bring into the open 
many problems of mutual interest, but opened 
the way for frank discussions and many helpful 
suggestions. They also served to indicate the wide 
and vital interest in the' Christian Education Ad, 
vance that is sweeping the country. 

Mr. Sutton also sent to the pastors, and the 
leaders in churches where there is no pastbr, let-
ters asking for the names and addresses of Sab .. 
bath school teachers and superintendents. To all 
such individuals reported, letters were sent inc1ud .. 
ing leaflets helpful to Sabbath school teachers. a 
'warm personal message from the board assuring 
them of the vital interest and sincere purpose the 
board has to be of service to them, a blank to 
be filled out seeking certain needed information
age group taught, materials being used. how pupils 
are led to accept Christ. how student co .. operation 
is gained, problems faced, etc., and out of the 

, more than eighty answers returned Mr. Sutton was 
able to formulate a reply that gave answers and 
suggestions raised. The names of these teachers 
were classified according to groups taught, and the 
names and addresses of teachers of children and 
youth were mailed to the leading denominational' 
publishing houses with the request that sample 
materials be sent to thein. The following are some 
of the more im'portant suggestions as to how the 
board might he helpful to them: Helps for children 
written by Seventh Day Baptists; arrange a simpli .. 
fied training course for teachers; have a monthly 
news letter giving news and suggestions from the 
Sabbath schools; prepare biographical material of 
Seventh Day Baptist missionaries and other leaders 
which could be used especially by children of 
the junior age. 

Mr. Sutton says in his report, UIt is ·regrettable 
that several of our active churches did not send 
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the names of their teachers, so that the work had 
to be left incomplete:· He ·did receive help .and 
encouragement from several pastors 'and teachers, 
so that the committee feels that the work should 
be continued. 

'The Committee on Church Schools is to be 
commended for its promotion of the Vacation 
Church School. Letters were sent· to all the 
churches encouraging the holding of schools this 
year,'offering financial help and the loan of books 
to such churches as needed them. Books were 
loaned to the Boulder, Colo.; Andover, and Brook ... 
field, N. Y., churches. Financial aid was given 
to Berea, W. Va.; Hebron, Pa.; and Nile, N. Y. 

Reports have -been received from thirty, four 
Sabbath schools. giving the num'ber of pupils en'" 
r011ed, names of officers, the number of workers' 
conferences held, whether a Vacation Church 
School -was held, if the school· participated in 
week, day school, and the names of texts used in the 
cl'asses. A summary will be made for the Year 
Book from the. reports at hand. Will all those 
who have not sent in the report please do so 
at once. 

Reports have been received from eighteen 
churches where ·Vacation Schools have been held. 
There were 870 children enrolled 'and the reports 
gave the name of texts used. A summary will 
be made and copies mailed to the churches. of the 
reports from 'both the Sabb'ath schools and the 
churches holding Vacation Schools. 

The Committee on Young People's Work, 
under the able leadership of Elmo F. Ran-
dQlph, has carried on its work this year as 
usual, with especial attention to the Beacon 
and young people·s camps. Mr. Randolph 
sa ys in his report: 

The history of the Beacon, a monthly publi, 
cation by and for the Seventh Day Baptist young 
people, is 'WOrthy of greater attention on the part 
of our people. From the birth of the idea of a 
young people~s publicatibn for the Seventh Day 
Baptist youth in Salem, W. Va., to the present 
time, the Beacon has been edited, published, and 
largely financed by our young. people who have 
worked on a strictly volunteer basis. A study of 
the Beacon·s editions month by month' since its 
beginning, under the editorship ana management 
of different indivrduals and groups shows the 
paper to have a real vitality' and to be serving 
a definite need. 

Tl),e past year of the Beacon·s life has been 
under the editorship and management of Alton 
Wheeler F'l"ances Polan Clarke, and Ethel Davis 
Dickinso~,with able assistance in various capaci .. 
ties from a number of college and local young 
people. The' YoungPeople·s 90mmitteewishes 
to express its thanks to the· editors' and staif of 
the Beacon for their faithfulness and etIicient work. 

The camp program of the denomination, With 
which the committee· has ~ beertin to'uch-during 
th'e year, has not . been.' curtailed 'seriC?us!y'by .' the 
national emergency.. . All·. of. the assQ~tionca~ps 
which ran last year, With the possible exception 
of the Notthweste~.camp, are carrying' on' again j 

this season With, fun plans .. 

Due to the growing number of problems over 
which your committee has no control, it lras been 
deemed wise to eliminate the P,:e ... Conference Lead ... 
ership CaIIllp for this season~ 

Associational camps being held this season are: 
California, Rocky Mountain C"mp, West Virginia 
Camp, Western Association, and Lewis Camp.· 

One of ou~ many problems, if not our most 
perplexing, is that of finance. I suppose this 
is true of all our boards. W.e are constantly 
asking the question, How can we make one 
dollar do the work of two and, strange as it 
rna y seem, we have not yet found the answer 
to that question.· There are still people who 
labor und~~ the false impression that this 
board since its consolidation with other boards 
has plenty of money to care for this or that 
interest. Let me remind you that we are still 
under the trust laws of New York State, and 
every dollar we hold as endowment has to be 
administered in accordance with the will of 
its donor. Consolidation of the old board~ in 
no wise changed the status of these funds. 
They must still 'be administered in accordance 
with the purpose' for which they were desig: 
nated. Only those undesignated funds which 
come to us through the Denominational Bud-
get maybe used at our discretion, and this is 
as it should be. , 

Dr. Ben Crandall; chainnan of our Finance 
Committee, who has associated with him such 
ca pable men as Burton Crandall. treasurer of 
Alfred University, Professor Ray Polan, treas-
urer of our board, and Professor J. Reed 
Spicer, all men of ability and skill·in matters 
of finance, cannot do the impossible. Weare 
still dependent upon the gifts of the people of 
the denomination to enable· us to carry on our 
work of Christian education. 

Our most pressing need at the present time 
is the em ployment of a full time executive 
secretary, one with the ability, vision, and 
consecration to carry forward the task of 
Christian education in our churches and 
homes. While we have the best tah~nt we are 
able to secure, men who give much time and 
thought to our needs, and problems, it is' ab .. 
solutely impera.tive that we have some one to 
devote his full time to this work, otherwise 
we shall go on only partially or' ineffectually 
doing the work committed .~ this. board. 

We were encouraged at the Denver Can'" 
ference last year when the speCial committee, 
appointed to consider the report of our board 
and make recommendations, brpught in its re" 
port, commending the '~aJ:'d for the goals we 
had set up and approving our suggestion that , 
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we must take this important step of employ, 
ing such an executive. We know it has bee_n 
the long deferred hoPe of many of our friends 
at Milton and other centers that this be done. 
In fact it is the conviction of the present per' 
sonnel of the board that this be done, and I 
am sure the Commission win approve an item 
in our budget if and as soon as the people of 
the denomination are awake to the immediate 
and urgent need of such a move. 

We are living in dreadful days, days when 
some of the finest values the world has 
achieved through blood, sacrifice, agony of 
soul are tottering on the verge of destruction. 
Liberty of mind and heart and conscience, 
the blessings of family and home and religion 
are slipping from us and will be lost unless 
the Church faces its responsibility and heeds 
the challenge of the hour. It is not enough 
for us to stand on the side lines and watch 
with feelings of elation or depression as the 
shifting fortunes of a World War unfold be' 
fore us. I know it's a gripping drama being 
unfolded before our eyes, but we have work 
to do, a work which involves no band playing,. 
no flag waving, no cheeri~g. Our job is to 
maintain a pure and vital religion in this day 
of the world's most desperate need. If that 
is td be done the Christian forces of America 
must see to it that when democracy wins,. it 
shall be a Christian democracy. I 

In closing I can do no better than set before 
you a resume of the goals which we set before 
the Denver Conference and which it unani, 
mously approved, namely: 

To foster in boys and girls, young men and 
women and in parents a growing consciousness of 
God as a reality in human life and destiny. 

To develop in growing persons such an under' 
standing and appreciation of the life and teachings 
of Jesus as will lead to personal commitment to 
him as Lord and Savior, and loyalty to him and 
his way of life in daily conduct. 

To develop in our homes and church the ability 
and disposition to contribute constructively to a 
growing social order throughout the world. em' 
bodying the ideal of the Fatherhood of God and 
the brotherhood of man. 

To develop in growing persons a disposition to 
participate in the work of the Christian Church. 

To develop in all an appreciation of the mean' 
ing and importance of the Christian fam.il.y and a 
disposition and ability to contribute constructively 
to the life of this primary social group. 

To enable all to arrive at a Christian interpre' 
. tationof life and the universe, to see in it God~s 

purposes- and plans, and to hold such a philosophy 
of life as a guiding principle of action. 

And finally, to effect in all men such an appre' 
ciation of the religious experiences of men, espe, 

~ 

oially that recorded in the. Bible. as will lead 
to its adoption as an effective guide in present 
experience. 

This is the task of the Board of Christian 
Education. 

MEETING OF COMMISSION 
The Commission met in the Biology Room 

of Salem College at 4.45 p.m., August 23, 
1942, following the close of the Conference 
session at which new members were elected. 

The following members were present: 
Harley D. Bond, Harold R. Crandall, Per' 
ley B. Hurley, Leslie O. G.reene, and Hurley 
S. Warren. Courtland V. Davis was secre'" 
tary. 

Harold R. Crandall was elected chairman. 
Charles E. Garaner was authorized to coun'" 
tersign the checks of the treasurer of the 
Denominational Budget, and D. Nelson In' 
glis those of the treasurer of the General 
Conference. 

Harley D. Bond and William D. Burdick 
were elected as Auditing Committee. 

Leslie O. Greene and Perley B. Hurley 
were elected Committee on Official List of 
Seventh Day Baptist Ministers: 

Conference President Hurley S. Warren 
was authorized to secure necessary steno" 
graphic help and asked to prepare the pro' 
gram for the next session of the General 
Conference. 

I t was voted that the chairman of the 
Commission and the president of Confer ... 
ence be authorized to set the time and place 
of the mid')'ear meeting of the CommiSSIon. 

A tentative plan to meet in Plainfield, 
N. J., on Monday, December 28, 1942, at 
11.45 a.m., for the mid'year meeting was 
agreed upon. 

The following were appointed as the Com' 
mittee of the General Conference to continue 
the study of the Federal Council, as directed 
by the action of Conference: Lester G. Os' 
born, chairman, Leon M. Maltby, Paul H. 
Hummel, Jay W. Crofoot, co,chairman, Car
roll L. Hill, and J. Nelson Norwood. 

Courtland V. Davis, 
. Secretary. 
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A LAYM.AWS VIEW OF CONFERENCE 
By P. B. Hurley 

I was glad we did not give up having Con..
ference because of restrictions and rationing. 
I believe we got something of the spiritual up'" 
lift which we so much need at this time. It 
filled me with hope, because even those 
churches that had voted to postpone Confer, 
ence sent their pastors' and laymen, too, so 
there were nearly two hundred delegates. 

Another hopeful sign was the splendid 
Christian spirit which prevailed even in heated 
discussions. One pastor who had been very 
positive in his statement of desires ·said to me 
on the street, ~~No matter how that is decided, 
I shall continue to give my best efforts to 
evangelism and Sabbath promotion. ~~ 

The pastors were filled with the Spirit. 
They had a message and were anxious to 
make it effective. They seemed not to care so 
much if their words were entertaining, but 
wanted them to carry the Hmessage of The 
Book." May I be forgiven for believing the 
crowning message of the kind was the one on 
~~The Good Shepherd. " This was followed 
by a conference meeting led· by dear Rev. 
George B. Shaw. Near one hundred forty 
~poke in a very short time, and perhaps two 
hundred stood, expressing their d,esire to 
have spoken if there were time. 

Young folks were there. Children were 
there. I was _ sorry not to get more of the 
young People's activities as I know they were 
carried on away from the -Conference floor, 
but judging from what they brought to us 
there, they must have been excellent. 

Many good things were carried on in com' 
mittee rooms where the really in earnest lay .. 
man had his say and helped decide methods 
and policies. These were early morning meet .. 
ings, so that a person had to be really in 
earnest to get there after the late hours of 
meeting and greeting in good fellowship in 
after sessions of the night before. Y es~ the 
layman was there. He was asking for more 
aggressive movements; even wanted some-

w drastic changes in practices and methods. 
Laymen even ~~preached~' some_ of the good 

sermons. One presented facts and figures 
showing how we were willing to· spend large 
sums Jor "entertainmene" arid "vanity tick, 
ling" in having the Recorder . look nice, etc., 

_ and how small the amount we were willing to 
spend for evangelism and Sabbath promo .. 
tion. That sermon was filled with thoughts 

to inspire us to better living. and more con .. 
structive work. 

Another lay preacher, likening HThe Mes ... -
sage~" to something to sell, said something 
like this-: Christ was the first great Salesman; 
we should take him as our Pattern and Guide 
and put greater effort into the selling job. 

I~ was hopeful when I saw evidence that 
laymen quite generally seemed willing to be ... 
come .. salesmen,"~ and under their pastor as 
"sales manager~' do more selling themselves;
that they would even 5epd their pastor out 
to establish new sales groups and in that way 
make it possible for our denomination to 
grow. 

Secretary Burdick of the Missionary So' 
ciety pleaded for more men in the ministry
many more consecrated ministers. He too 
saw the need for lay ... salesmen, for he said that 
for every new minister we need one hundred 
laymen, consecrated laymen. 

These ministers and laymen, too, must 
needs come from homes where the parents 
have ceased lamenting the "handicap~" to their 
children in keeping the Sabbath-where the 
parents will be preaching the joy and pleasure 
of wholly following the commands of a loving 
Lord and Sa vioI/. . Our most excellent presi,. 
dent waS a layman·, and in his address of a 
few well chosen words he closed with four 
words I -think could well be our slogan for a 
very aggressive year: Purpose, Consecration, 
Unity, Action. 

Riverside, Calif. 

OUR HERITAGE: HOW SHARED? 
By Courtland V. Davis 

-. 
(Given on the Tract Boal'd program at Conference, 

Wednesday, August 19) 

One hundred fifty years ago the church 
which is our host this week was born of the 
Christian zeal and missionary effort of a band 
of pioneers struggling against;, difficulties 
which we can in these clays only dimly im, 
agine, yet eager to work together;.o keep be' 
fore themselves and to spread to all about 
them the wonderful words of the whole Bible. 

,One hundred· forty years ago the Seventh 
Day Baptist General Conference was organ' 
i~ed primarily for the -furtherance of mission' 
ary effort; organi~edthat other churches might 
be brought forth to continue and expand the 
broadcast of that message. 

One hlJ,ndred years ago a special organi~a' 
tion, the Seventh Day Baptist Missionary So ... 
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ciety, was organi2;ed that this cause might be 
the more largely and more successfully pro .. 
moted. ~ 

On this sacred spot, but thirty .. six year~ 
ago, while the sweltering heat of an August 
sun beat down through a canvas roof upon· 
the rough pine bench whereon he sat, an old 
man who had devoted an active life to Chris .. 
tian service in business, in government, in so~ 
cial betterment, spoke the words that started 
the building of a magnificent printing plant 
and headquarters building for the work of 
Seventh Day Baptists. 

Such were the Seventh Day Baptists of yes .. 
terday. Today, in 1942, that magnificent 
printing plant is still in the hands of Seventh 
Day Baptists, thanks largely to the skill and 
effort of a self .. sacrificing manager and the 
faithfulness of a little group of three or four 
committee me~bers who have for long years 
given up their brief hours of leisure to advise 
with him in the operation of a business eight}:, 
five per cent of which is commercial, competi .. 
tive, and as far removed from the purpose for 
which the plant was built as this afternoon's 
edttion of the Clarksburg Telegram. 

Today that headquarters building is still in 
the hands of Seventh Day Baptists apparently 
only by the grace of agents of the political 
state. (Have Seventh Day Baptists given up 
that ancient doctrine of the separation of 
church and state for which their fathers sacri .. 
need so much?) Today that Seventh Day 
Baptist Building has the appearance of ac' 
tivity, but it is activity devoted to the history 
of the fathers, to the administration of funds 
contributed by the fathers, to the continuation 
and carrying on of projects initiated by the 
fathers. . 

Have not we of today something to con" 
tribute to the advancement of our mission as 
a people? Is it ours merely to keep the wheels 
turning? We have every reason to be proud 
of our history. We owe to our Historical 
Society an<;l its devoted president and librarian 
a debt of gratitude, that only succeeding gen .. 
erations will fully rea1i4e, for the magnificent 
job of finding, classifying, and recording. the 
details of that history. But what are we do ... 
ing that will be worthy of study by another 
generation? What are we doing to mal{e 
history? 

Are we satisfied merely to maintain our 
denomination? If we have no mission, why 
should we remain any longer a separate peo .. 

pie? Why do we seek plans for retaining our 
young people? Why are we concerned about 
the increase or decrease in our total member .. 
ship? If our purpose is only or primarily to 
maintain ourselves, you and I want none 
of it. . 

If we have a purpose beyond mere main .. 
tenance (and you know and I know that the 
fathers had), if we have such a purpose, let"s 
be about it. Let's stop this· talk of maintain .. 
ing this and keeping that; let"s stop this worry 
about retaining our membership and holding 
our young people; let~s stop spending our 
efforts and our money on ourselves, and get 
busy at the main job. 

What can we do now? 
Recommendation number seven in the 

Commission~s report is a real step forward in 
this direction. You remember that-the sug" 
gestion that each_of our churches give up its 
pastor, his sermons, his leadership, his pastoral 
ministrations for a period each year to work 
in some pastorless church orin a community 
where there is no church of our faith. This 
is not a matter of exchanging pastors so that 
you may hear a fresh voice in the pulpit. It 
means giving up, sacrificing a bit, for mission .. 
ary effort. Are you willfug to do it, willing 
to help maintain the regular services and pas ... 
toral work of your church by giving your own 
time and effort to that end while your pasto,! 
is on missionary work? Are you? The pro ... 
cedure there recommended was a common 
practice among our fathers. It accounted for 
much of their success in their mission which 
is now ours; will count for much in our tim...e 
if we use it wisely and consistently. . 

There are many other ways in which we 
can sacrifice something of our own, that our 
mission may be forwarded. 

For another instance there i& the Sabbath 
Recorder, ninety ... eight years old-a venerable 
institution. It served a useful purpose in th~ 
nineteenth-century, does yet. For many years 
it was self"supporting, sometimes a source of 
income for its owners. Sixteen years ago, sev'" 
enty .. five per cent of "the income left by the 
fathers for the propagation of the Sabbath 

. truth was used over a.nd above cu:rrent re .. 
ceipts from subscriptions to keep the·Recorder 
going to sixteen hundred of our own homes, 
for our own instruction and· comfort. If you 
think the situation· is any better' after sixteen 
years of such subsidies, take a look at the 
record. Y ou ~11 find· it in the . current . report 
of the Tract Board distributed at Conference. 
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In. nearly every Conference since 1931, it 
has been proposed that the Recorder be re" 
duced to where it could be self .. supporting; but 
always Conference has turned it down, has 
insisted that more money, not· less, be spent 
on the Sabbath Recorder, has suggested that 
a campaign for more subscriptions be carried 
on when already our people . have more sub .. 
scribers per hundred members than any other 
denominational group, has brought forth pleas 
for those who ~ve had the Recorder in the 

~ family for many years and wouldn~t know 
how to get along without it. 

What is the main job of the Tract Society? 
Providing for ourselves or spreading th:e gos ... 
pel? Look at the record. In 1933, the Tract 
Society spent $6,900 over the amount paid 
in for subscriptions to keep the Sabbath Re .. 
corder going, while for the 'printing and dis .. 
tribution of tracts the society was spending a 
grand total of $291. In 1935, the Recorder 
cost above receipts $3,229; for printing and 
distribution of tracts the society paid $474. 
In 1938, Recorder $3,859, tracts $625. Look 
up this year~s report. 

Surely we need the Sabbath Recorder. But 
why not reduce it to where it, would. carry 

. itself? Why continue to use the money of 
the fathers or for that matter our own con" 
tributions for tract publication and distribu .. 
tion, for the purpose of sending the Sabbath 
Recorder to ourselves? Let us have just as 
much Sabbath Recorder as' we are willing to 
pay for in subscription rates, and no more. 
Let us give up the rest, even if it is a blow to 
our pride and our dignity, that the main job 
may be forwarded. . 

What could the Tract Society do with the 
more than three thousand dollars now going 
into' the maintenance for the sake of our own 
convenience and satisfaction of the Sabbath 
Recorder? You know the needs. Vision for 
yourself the possibilities of the use of live, 
convincing printed'matt-er with Elizabeth 
Randolph .in Florida, ·with· Walter Hancock· 
and Ary Bottoms in the deep South, with 

,.Colonel Conyers, Fred Bakker, Leland Skaggs, 
and the hundred, other loyal, active Seventh 
Day Baptists in the armed services, ·with 
Luther Crichlow in Jainaica,with William 
Berry in British.Guia,na,:, V?ith Edward HoI,;. 
ston in Adrial).~ with B .. B. Priesen in. Dinuba, 
in the. hands· of a growing group. of .earnest 
intelligent .,activ~. Christian workers in· .the 
Tract~a~ Month Club~' (Are. you' a member? 

If not, why not? Don ~t you care enougJ:l 
about. our mission as a people to do some'" 
thing yourself?) .' 

Who are these Seventh Day Baptists? 
Who, indeed? A people so proud of them .. 
selves that they spend their heritage for their 
own comfort :and consolation? A people 
whose meagre Tract Funds are spent adver .. 
tising themselves instead of their message? 
A people who think more about a Seventh 
Day Baptist who in ancient times ministered 
to kings or sat in a governor~s chair than they 
do about a· Seventh Day Baptist who is in 
August, 1942, clothing the naked, feeding the 
hungry, ministering to the oppressed, teach .. 
ing the uninformed, bringing the light of His 
life into the man .. made darkness? 

Who are these ,Seventh Day Baptists? 

ANNUAL MEETING 
AMERICAN SABBATH TRACT SOCIETY 

OF NEW JERSEY 
The annual meeting of the members of the 

American Sabbath Tract Society of New 
Jersey, for the election of officers and trustees 
and for the trailsa.ction of such business as 
may properly come before them, will be held 
in the Seventh Day. Baptist Building, Plain .. 
field, N. ]., on Sunday afternoon, September 
13, 1942, at two o~clock: 

Lavern C. Bassett, 
President, 

Courtland V. Davis, 
Recording Secretary. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
AMERICAN SABBATH TRAcr SOCIETY 

OF NEW YORK 

The annual meeting of the members of the 
American Sabbath· Tract Society of New 
York, for the election of officers and directors 
and for the· transaction of such business as 
may proper~y come, before them, will be held 
in the Seventh Day Baptist Building, Plain .. 

. field, N. J., on· Sunday afternoon,' September 
13, 1942, at two .. thirty o"dock. 

Lavern C. Bassett, 
President, . 

Courtland V. Davis, 
.. Recording Secretary. 
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OUR PULPIT 

RECOGNIZING GOD'S PLACE IN OUR 
LIVES 

(Sermon given at General Conference. Salem, W. Va., 
Wednesday night. August 19. 1942, by 

Rev. ErIo Sutton) 

Scripture Lesson: John 6: 27,69. 
Text: LLTo whom shall we go? thou hast the 

words of eternal life. And we believe and 
are sure tllat thou art that Christ, the Son of 
the living God." John 6: 68, 69. 1 

The circumstances under which these words 
were spoken were especially affecting. The 
spiritual and searching character of the Sav: 
ior's words concerning the bread of life had 
offended the· multitude that had recently 
crowded around him to be fed at his hands 
and were now deserting him in mingled anger 
and derision. Turning to the l~ttle ,inner cir .. 
de of disciples, he said, ~~Will ye also go 

7" away. 
Peter, arising to the occasion, answered, 

"~Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the 
words of eternal life." These words sprang 
from the love of his heart, and they were 
deeply rooted also in the conviction of his 
head. We greatly wrong that great apostle 
when we regard him as a mere creature of 
impulse, or attempt to make it appear that his 
adherence to Jesus was more a matter of emo .. 
tion than intelligence. It was the quickness 
and clearness of his intellectual perceptions 
that made his impulses so rapid, and though 
his language was sometimes thoughtless, his 
faith was not a blind faith, but a rrational and 
welI .. founded belief. The clear .. sighted John 
did not arrive at a proper -conception of the 
Savior's person so speedily as did Peter who 
also was the first to say, "Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God." 

~~To whom shall we goT' That is one of 
the first questions that presents itself when a 
man a wakes to moral consciousness, and feels 
those inarticulate longings within him which 
reveal that he is not as he ought to be. Some 
heathen philosophers--for example, Plato
attempted to account for such yearnings by 
regarding them as the result of a kind of sub .. 
consciousness of a former state of existence in 
which the soul had perfect ideas of things 
that it has somehow now lost; and we, with 
the Bible revelation, can see how 'near that 
was to the condition of the person who has 
lost God out of the life, or to the person who 

is not giving God the rightful place in his 
life. With many the soul is not what it· once 
was or what it was designed to be; it has been 
ruined by sin and God has no place. 

F rom the very grandeur of its ruin, man 
has learned that he was made to be a glorious 
temple for the Lord's abode, but, alas, he has 
also learned by many painful failures that he 
cannot, of himself, reconstruct that. spiritual 
edifice that has been ruined by sin. Like the 
strain of some sweet song which one cannot 
himself quite recall, but which lives so in the 
memory that he can at once recognize it 
when it is sung by another, or Hke a name 
which one is sure he knows but at the time 
cannot recollect, though he can identify it at 
once if spoken by another, so is the lost ideal 
of the human soul to the heart that is strain .. 
ing a(ter its attainment. Its constant cry is, 
"Who will restore my true self to me? To 
whom shall I go?" 

The soul recognizes its forgotten· greatness 
when it sees it again. It is not imposed by 
deceit. It can say, and does say, when some .. 
thing is offered in the place of God and Jesus 
Christ, "That is not what I seek, nor is that 
what I need." But when it finds God through 
Jesus Christ, gives him the rightful place in 
life, it identifies its long .. lost manhood in him, 
and exclaims, "Now I have found myself. 
Rejoice with me for I have found that which 
I had lost." 

The soul recognizes God because he meets 
its need, fills in its outlines, satisfies its long .. 
ings, and translates into the language of defi .. 
nite conception those vague and shadowy as" 
pirations which formerly could not formulate 
themselves into speech. 

Besides these sighings after perfection, 
which of themselves might be the mark of a 
fallen soul, there is within most of us a sense 
of guilt and the feeling that we have not 
given God this rightful place in our lives. 
Our conscience tells us that we have sinned, 
and beneath the burden of its guilt our spirits 
groan, LLWho will help us?" We feel we are 
under condemnation for not living at our 
best, and we seek for something, or someone, 
to help us. 

When one finds that he is suffering from 
some physical disease one of his first questions 
is, For what physician shall I send; to whom 
shall I entrust my case? So when we feel that 
something is lacking in our spiritual life, our 

. first cry is, .... To whom shall we goT~ If we 
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really feel the need of spiritual help, we must 
go. somewhere, we cannot contentedly re" 
main where we are. According as we deter .. 
mine to whom we shall go, the issue will be 
salvation from the bondage of sin, or disaster. 

Many of you here tonight have settled long 
ago to whom you will go, and have given the 
Lord his rightful place in your lives. But 
doubtless there are some of you who are still 
unsettled concerning it, and some perhaps 
may have, for the time at least, given a wrong 
answer to the question, HTo whom shall I 
go?" Therefore it is especially to you that 1 . 
speak, hoping that by the aid of the Holy 
Spirit I may set before you some considera" 
tions that may help lead you to God and 
Jesus Christ, that you may recognize God's 
place in your lives. 

To the inquiring Jews of Jesus' day who 
wished to settle the question as to whom they 
should go~ there were four rival systems claim ... 
ing attention; for, besides the followers of the 
gospel of the kingdom which Jesus and his 
disciples were preaching, there were three dif .. 
ferent schools of thought among the Hebrews. 
There were the Sadducees, the Pharisees, and 
the Essenes. 

-The Sadducees were the skeptics of the 
Jewish nation in the days· of Jesus, and there 
are still spiritual Sadducees in every com' 
munity. They had no faith in the supernat:
ural or in the future life. They maintained 
that there was no'resurrection, neither angel 
nor spirit. Beginning in what was a healthy 
reaction against the unreasonable interpreta" 
tions and traditions of the Pharisees, they at 
.{ast degenerated into rationalism and ended 
in what was practically unbelief, just as many 
do today. When one begins to question the 
supernatural power of God, the future life, 
and the deity of Jesus, he is on dangerous 
ground and is likely to end in unbelief. 

The Pharisees were the ritualists of the an" 
cient Jewish' Church. They conformed to 
the letter of the Mosaic law, and 'not content 
with that, they added· a great many things 
which they professed to have received by tra .. 
dition and which they regarded as equally 
important and binding as the written precepts 
of the Pentateuch. Theirs was a religion of 
externalism, a religioI1- of forms and cere .. 
monies, not a religion of the heart, not are" 
ligion that gave God his rightful place in life. 
There are still many religionists of that type . 

The . Essenes were the ascetics of their age. 
However, we do not come into contact with 
them in the gospel, possibly because they with .. 
drew t~emselves from society in general and 
attempted to live apart from the world, hop .. 
ing in this way to attain perfection of char .. 
acter, just as some· today feel themselves too 
'~holy" to be contaminated by the world, even 
with . th~ hope of making. it better. 

'LTo whom shall we go?" Shall we go to 
skepticism? Is there anything. in it to com" 
mend it to our-acceptance? Surely there is 
not. It tries to treat the diseases of the hu, 
man soul by denying that there is the malady 
of sin, regards the fears of the soul as un" 
manly, and its convi~tions as superstitions: 
But that gives little satisfaction. Can hunger 
be appeased by trying to reason a person into 
the belief that there is no necessity for hun .. 
ger? Can you quench thirst by trying to per .. 
suade the thirsty one that it i~ the merest 
superstition to suppose that water can re" 
move the craving which he thinks he feels? 
Yet to attempt to take such a course ;with a 
hungry or thirsty person would. not(be less 
satisfactory than is the answer of the skeptic 
to the person who craves the fellowship of 
God in the heart.' I t ~eeks to remove the long .. 
ings of the .,. soul by denying the existence of 
such longings or by stifling their expression. 

The theory that we need not disturb our" 
selves about the longings of the soul is like a 
cruel mother who tries to make her child for .. 
get its hunger by putting it to sleep, thereby 
only postponing and intensifying the evil. But 
skepticism does not always succeed in putting 
the soul to sleep~ for to leave God out of his 
rightful place in life is .to do violence to the 
deepest and trqest instincts of the heart. To 
relinquish ollrpersonal hopes in God, and to 
take instead of them an abstract conception 
thin as air, is a trial to our constituted in .. 
stincts from which the human so1,11 shrinks, 
and most people hesitate to do sudl violence 
to their better nature. We do not get rid of 
sin when we tu:tn our backs upon the Word 
of God, upon God, and upon Jesus Christ. 

"'To whom shall we .g6T~ Shall we go to 
ritualism . and let it take God~ s place in our 
lives? At first it might seem that if we put 
pleIlty of form into· our religious services that 
would be. recogni-4ing God's place in our~_ 
lives, but when we eXamine this idea closely 
we find that it has mistaken the form for th~ 
power.. Ritualism is . likely to· degenerate into 
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the performance of a certain round of exter:
nal services, the repetition of set forms and 
phrases, the observance of outward cere'" 
momes. 

While in our complex humanity spiritual 
life must take some form, .still it must be evi ... 
dent to those who think, that a system which 
is form, and nothing else, can do nothing t6 
benefit the soul. Form is valuable only when 
life has vitalized and ennobled it, and this 
can be only when God is given proper re~ ... 
ognition and place in life. To seek for that 
which the soul needs in ritualism alone is like 
seeking for the living among the dead, and 
to attempt to improve our spiritual life by 
such means alone is to begin at the wrong 
end, for it is character of soul that gives qual ... 
ity to ceremony, and character comes by hav ... 
ing God in life. 

It is the spirit of the worshiper that gives 
value to the worship, and not the correctness 
or lavishness of the worship that gives regen ... 
eration to the heart. The root of evil is in 
the soul itself, and no mere outward cere' 
mony can touch that. Baptism in water alone 
cannot cleanse the spirit, nor can the taking 
of bread and wine by the body change th~ 
character of the soul. These are outward ex .. 
pressions of an inner life that has been created 
by giving God his place ,in life. Kneeling in 
prayer can no m.ore influence the heart than 
the bending of the arm, and the repetition of 
a creed or a .form of prayer, merely as such, 
has no more beneficial effect upon the heart 
than the repeating of other good words. 
Forms have their place, but they are but gar ... 
ments in which the spiritual life arrays itself. 
Forms may whitewash the sepulcher in which 
the spiritually dead lie. It needs Christ to 
come with his life ... giving power and cry 
HL~arus, . come forth,"" and then, when th~ 
qUIckened one appears, the garments of the 
tomb of sin are laid aside for the raiment of 
a living man. 

There is something attractive in contempla, 
tion, and there is something, too, at once ro .. 
mantic and poetic in dwelling apart from the 
hum of the busy world; but beautiful as it is 
in theory, it is useless in practice, and being 
apart from other men cannot regenerate the 
soul. Besides, the whole system of seclusion 
is one of cowardice. . That which the soul 
needs is a dynamic pow.er in. life that can 
cast out evil under the ordinary circum .. 

stances of life and make every difficulty nun" 
ister to its strength. 

What we need for the noblest service of 
our generation, and the highest development 
of ourselves, is not withdrawal from the 
world, but the disposition to stay in the world, 
give God his place in our lives, and conquer 
the world for the Lord .. Jesus said to his first 
disciples, ""Follow me,~~ and they left their 
occupations for his service. Later he prayed, 
not that they should be taken .out of the 
world, but that they might be kept from its 
evil. In exceptional instances God may call 
us to leave our occupations and give our en'" 
tire time to special religious work, but he is 
more likely to call us to ·give the proper place 
in life to him and follow him while we con'" 
tinue in our several vocations. 

The salvation which we need is that which 
fits the soul for service in any sphere~ and no1:: 
the miserable selfishness which seeks to keep 
itself aloof from men, caring only for its own. 
interests, and utterly indifferent to the wei ... · 
fare of others. True Christianity is not self .. 
denial for the sake of self ... denial , but self .. 
denial for the sake of God. Paul said, HI am 
crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet 
not I, but Christ liveth in me:" Proper self ... 
denial consists in the crucifixion of self and 
a complete surrender of self to God, and there 
is but one thing that can accomplish that, giv" 
ing God his place in life. . 

Recognizing God"s place in our lives and 
giving him that place gives certainty where 
before was doubt, and peace where formerly 
was despair. It gives life and significance to 
worship and service, and makes the dese~ 
and the crowded street alike 6f little diffep 
ence, if we may therein serve God. It puts 
into our hearts music, the und~rton~ of which 
is independent of any circumstance;' it opens 
up within· us a fountain which flows on alike 
in the marts of business and at the communion 
table; arid we begin to know the ·meaning of 
the blessed assurance given us by 'the Son of 
God, ""Whole drinlteth of the water that I ' 
shall give him shall never thirst; but it shall be 
in him a well of water springing up to ever .. 
lasting life.~" With God in his place in our 
life, the soul bnds peace and joy. The· 
lost excellence, the sense of which was slum .. 
bering within like a faintly remembered fmel .. 
ody, and the longing for which was our deep' 
est and ·most constant yearning, is-rea~d. 
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PSALM OF PRAISE 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. 
. 

Serve the Lord with gladness; come before his presence 

with singing. 

Know ye that the Lord he is God; it is he that hath 
made us and not we ourselves; we are his peep1c: and the 

sheep of his pasture. 

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his 
courts with praise; be thankful unto him. and bless his natne. 

For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his 
. I 

truth endureth to all generations. 

-Psalm 100. 
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