;
Lt

%
PANE d;.ww.vx
Gt
iy

S
mmm,\n%
A

THE SABBATH RECORDER

272

B L% o893 &

Mo mom.mee =
hmbﬂm eHdm
288 g8V R

I MWmdom S 9

5 .o g8 o3 &

.kc..mf %ad..mm,.fe
c—d & oo =

v g o w H

»n o areCfaO O

HEE 00U §NF

O=P ol §ao

[72]

(X &Ool MP’ P

S LESSEgRgE
U m esms

OB »n 0 S o8B

= o890
g-g o .mnOWH

a8@F, = - &

e.mme..mads..we

.wamb.mPe.wH..md

gsﬂn.mmwum..chJM

msfmo.lhql.“ubs
e&ndwsmmde

WVJaIa <0 0
T » 5

R TIR- A =R

L8 e =g P9 ET

S~ FH9ga3EEY

Sw $50=2d353

0. S N | e.e.m

Sg,85888E8"T

nEQS , A2 B Oogc

l.lte o g t%.ﬁ

m.,....mduam g 2 Y

ARt E P PLK

igggs _250y¢a

O 20U

m ..mm..e.m..wawhh

3% ee ool SE

mBnbm@mm x50

SR - e Tk

R aR-E- PRk

SgSE8 §Y4R3

58 @S Y g

A EEEE R

S EE<H S o e, b

5 b, Baga g
nelfm..a a.MISW

mwmummms.m,

EE M T L

thVer.mOLxcadle

Lo 3w the.ﬂm.c

230 e pn 88 ad
Se 5550 E8<8

CHURCH COLLEGES

J

N

P4

infield

Pla

Y

taway

1sca

P

ith the

d w
January 1

Church at New Market

joine

church

Our

By Kathryn Wright

in-

in the

b

6

>

- " n LW C O W O
& O g 8 LB 86g 488G W‘mo..qe g8
90 g @9 52 s V8% Va5  “Hodd & = T8y
z8 £ & § 4 MEER: D5 G20 e gLwt Ol
mh edmeu& .m 0 n CMG w o . 9Heem ltah&. OMN
beRBedes SE .= = || R Bedo o, ~g382 ESEE pdl
. LU 3 e : s ENR=I ooy O g
> L0 w > w® o ¢ . , (a8 Vee ~o0 o = o
wo R o vy — g . : Yo [\ ~ m 8 =
3588.557 2832w b || hal| 585" AOE TES s ¥Ry Eo
. B - i (et
guatwid Soh2zE 2 || Y| LAk L5 3<EER B g¢ H°
s BE8 [ Se8EY o ENy 888 Eousg B8 gy
TREGgpas _wdaisn Lo ) 2wk E4° SBETR wERS 248
o 2 o w d n.le...m — 3 A LAgd O =R O % as b P tr.l
O o v © G o 8 | wogaw L] . BN " 52
2B 9B E LBET0 B | AL 58 Sk AULeAp Bdpld A8
e v 3] o o . s o o— . " = vt « —
SE o, ToEEE Lol M| 1570 oo BgPgeg BAZC .7
-5 BE855 2gEqE a4 3 B sgin EeBge g T auwabd
v 85738 SEiete ol | TiE| MM S5T S087Eie. BEEES
el "0 3 =} (o) - * o we
£05a89.8 paope? 22l [4| EEDER SRkt o ek
- W ) : . * .
g S ede 258 68| B aS5<s bat HEC.HEHELAEZ Ao
® dawmue o g, b0 mh A,, Ww M « uh WS g P > 2 v ao
gg.lo.a qW &.%m.ngionv - 91.“,“ %CIM.JM%&..MILO Wvbh .a..p.w
oH 854983 wbg.mu.mew > 1l o8 4BEE° L podgaPas
=0¢ 23 : 8w 8 TR 50 2 »o
,wlome,m,mmw TrE25E 0| | ¥2zEa 5558 E8,00, 95808 528
. —t =N o (¥
N R R i P AgiiLpUEEEtEd)
- - (o} e Y 0 [
OMMWTTHM OMHYFY 0 -3 V) BAES S woml 28
, ~ " RN ' RS BRI DR T | e .&.ds&.eeoas.d_e
BRagAEy L idbhAanmds ws Bo Oy g Bagsiidge WILC
<O Y e 0 Sabdeglgs.:
§55787 _GEEUEEYSS d8ShESEYR BESISTEECzcNas
ck oot BRGELiefel imwiiiElE B.wiUHES .
§TUSER gL UBSEESPY SEEERS g0 SR ERe T S p0EEE
- Q) . — 3 — tu.l "~ U PC o %
.md. WRR ..m,.m.,@ene.cm.ém oodPndnmin.m - oufnmugswrﬁfw
ueHl&,md SEESEm % ge Pe m.mu 5.9YTES ,mmbamwoa
> + 2 e d VYUY > L . Q
o v u?® 2 S ¢¥o0 .dpus a4 g AEET Y WRTH SO o
— L S a8 80 I I R = I <Rl e g fo*me o
95gsgs S8SEYUURAOT AR BBER P, 20y iEpE s G L
n L. =2 R .- Sy vy . . O 0 v
mﬁywmm.@m4“r&m&gwmmmmwmwmdmmhdrm,mm%ﬁma&mm
w $.a SET 8 Y3 Cuy O3 o T G O0«dd g 8 8o Hw T d
= mgrcmmvPaeecmPtr,lro Sy BawiS¥Wor g 88
- OLUHIHEE S dE W S HSD 28 aS 2 &
3By546 oo<s CEEEER. TAGROS L, FE dSg 08
O 0 v o w <m0 BUOgoYy B g Q™ . o
.ld.mt — O b gOMOWe S.Ooee.m a0 O ..m .tfdrse gg
. " - . .. 0 h (X o]
Ouvd8 g =g wnl - ©.. § B OO o'aRd.g 9 vp 38
g Vp O ¥V o [S.m (o Q ] U <.
dsnp w R w ) 0 U St Q- Odsm .mc’srws gc * m -
>80¢ggu, , wSBEQE: 20> 3 Adg80 S0 uLfdp g @B~ g
S GST ey S uE T A BAER PE L BEES N O 0o g QEREET
n o o = 4 v - U )
g < E8 g oTgP s ERevRBeLE EFO°FE .ﬁ:mldEimwjamP 5
S gosfe,RE EE AR RENEE § - <gHsE R Gy
g0 P 2 S, 3 Sy 3 S8 .85« oSG HE Y o 30 g 2 b
+ wmg OF > w & o leme - O O 0 A ¥ c
S EEREES S8R By uCE e BEEUSF B e §I BB LR
SR G8EE SR IR SE EREOSRE  FOAEN BB R T T Y
SSET8ES S£58HRRFEmE Fibsa m,mx,m S28EmOar s¥p 2




=
oy, v .
& amf g E"‘w(ik‘gifwi i
S5 e L’ il
.. - - « <7 - - o % =
" g it g 7z o fat - 2 g e o Ty o g ey, €T P, ] ey e e g § o e £y
Institutes zt the  Urealiocn. ° Tod made the seventz gay ol 2o
e et P R i Gen il A -
b P P -y
50 17 gels 23 2, 3
L’ B aile W Vel loud  len gy =g ©
o a o ” g ] o e
] <. g 2 3 PR e ~ K &) g A £ o, 6 o Ty Ko e
' i 3 Felanh Wy e s | Rnmimieendeln Imden
(sor Diesseg and sanctided g » oL calls (e Qaooaly s
™ -
e P Ll o - = ® < C;‘; o -
P vy . B e g e ot o o jigat el 2@ %
CLEW loenesis £3 29 Do L8@igkl 205 Ll
P —— - -
Teow o P . ol L F ey S e Tl P, ey e ey Tormmoms 20 ‘{ Py
49 : Py 48 8% 2, TNk XA A A Y
it 19 2 mMemMmorics QF LIeal0it. LA SRS e Lo SN b LiSL.
4 7 AT Lo 4 g f:a <1 ‘&?
Len L, QRCILY s Lo
£ . "

e

. - .

- : - T . i N EN

0D el o umy ey e B € R i el et an e s e E e e s Lo st N Y L A At N T ¥
i tst D8t ¥ Lo ITIENeNOGINeNYE il Ko sl

L. .
TEw2

B A L o
iﬁ.ﬁ.é.;gi}wi;a. SLEALERS RANALLe

3 o PIOUIPUIET RUSIUUIS. BEL
—{Contributeq.

. . . 7 by
S - x| wmom sew e ey oy o by £ e

& Lot Pt d s iy el L3 ermn gn ey S em gy Y
Tie e SWladibi s a0ICBQROCT QU

nr  erpamemmmey g o f K L S
N S’:’a@m“&-g S i ve | st

CONT R T RITT

UL R I e

vy bl mey
EE e b Ra N &

- The Sabbath Recorder

A Seventh Day ]Bapﬁsﬂ: Weekﬂy Published by the American Sabbath Tract Seciety, Plainfield, N. J.

EDITORIALS

SABBATH RALLY DAY

Announcement has gone out by letter to
pastors or other leaders of churches without
pastors, calling attention to May 15 as
Sabbath Rally Day. For many years such a
day has been sponsored among the churches
by the American Sabbath Tract Society as a
part of its task in promoting ‘“‘the interests
of vital godliness and sound morality,” one
of the reasons for the society’s existence.

This promotion of Sabbath interests has
been marked at various times by exchange of
pastors, special speakers, prepared programs

of worship services for church and Sabbath

school, with suggestions for young people’s
and women’s meetings and social hours.
Special Recorders and Recorder supplements
have been prepared and furnished churches
without cost, in quantities for local needs.

This has been a service which the churches
and pastors have appreciated and in which
a large co-operation has been experienced.
As corresponding secretary of the society,
your editor would like hereby to' express
appreciation in behalf of the Tract Board.
It is doubtful if in any other denomination,
however small or large, a greater per cent of
co-operation can be pointed out.

It has sometimes been felt here that pas-
tors and churches in observing Sabhath Rally
might like to originate their own program,
a privilege no prepared program was ever
meant to deny. -Doubtless many would plan
better by far than we can do here at the
office. This vyear, therefore, we are not
furnishing a program, nor making a supple-
ment to the Recorder. However, this issue
is designed as a special rally number whose
material, we trust, may prove helpful to
leaders and people. The sermon by Secretary
Van Horn, perhaps, needs an explanation, if
not apology. Dependence had been put on
having an appropriate sermon by one of our
pastors. But for a good reason it could not
be. So, in the extremity, the one appearing
in “Our Pulpit” was written out from out-
lines of one preached by the secretary in
several of our eastern churches.

Our department editors have co-operated,
as they always do, and you will find their
articles challenging.

It is hoped that May 15 will be convenient
for the rally. If not, and the Sabbath follow-
ing can be so improved, all right. There is
considerable advantage in a simultaneous ob-
servation.

THE MISSION OF THE SABBATH

Jesus found false conceptions of the Sab-
bath in his earthly ministry among leaders
and teachers of the people. The Sabbath
appears to have become a -sort of fetish,
something to conjure by, or something so
sacred it must be securely guarded. So for
the common people it had lost its joy and
barriers had been placed around it, vast
hedges of rabbinical restrictions which might
by the initiated be circumvented by practices
of casuistry unbelievable. In breaking down
these hedges Jesus found himself in constant
conflict with the .Pharisees, charged with
Sabbath desecration as he went about healing
on the Sabbath with other helpful ministries,
together with worship in the synagogues and
practical - teaching. To criticism leveled
against him he replied that the Sabbath was
meant for man’s good. For such purpose and
to such an end was it ordained and sanctified.

Today there are dangers to be avoided in
our observance and promotion of the Sab-
bath. Sabbath keeping is by no means an
end in itself. It is for our good and has an
eminent mission. We must not miss the
spirit and substance in any form. Cessa-
tion from toil or business which the Sabbath
calls for brings many minor blessings, in days
of special strain much needed, but mere lay-
ing aside the duties of one’s vocation may
merely degenerate into a holidayism, a situa-
tion very apparent today. The mission of the
Sabbath, truly, is more than abstaining from
toil of the six preceding days; more, even,

than commemorating the work of creation,
significant as that is made in the fourth com-
mandment of the Decalogue. °

Its supreme mission is seen as God’s repre-
sentative in time. Doctor A. H. Lewis, a
generation ago, urged the appreciation of this
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phase of the truth. In *“Swift Decadence of
Sunday,” he said of the Sabbath (p. 196 ff):

“First and always, the Sabbath *is God’s
sacred representative in time. Its mission is
to bring God constantly and definitely be-
fore men and into the affairs of human life.
The Sabbath stands among the days as the
Bible does among books, as Christ does
among men. The coming of God into human
life, in any way, brings a train of blessings.
His purpose is to dwell in close communion
among men at all times. The first and last
mission of the Sabbath is to promote this
permanent residence of God with men. Such
a residence awakens man’s love -and leads
him to obedience. It nourishes hope and
strengthens faith. It protects from tempta-
tion and sustains in trial. It brings comfort
to our sorrow and wisdom to our ignorance.
It leads to repentance and strengthens us
for duty. By drawing men together in com-
mon love for God, it secures regular wor-
" ship and constant instruction in righteousness.
The Day of God leads to the House of God,
to the Book of God, and to the Son of God.”

There is wisdom and encouragement in
these words, as much needed today as when
written more than fifty years ago. We need
God. *“The Sabbath, as God’s day, draws
men to him and promotes communion and
worship. The influence of the Sabbath goes
out into the week, holding men nearer to
God, and, in a greater or less degree, con-
tinuing this. communion and repeating this
worship.” Such a mission is not only worthy
but vital. The highest and best type of
worship and God’s sacred day would seem
to be inseparable.

SATISFACTION IN THE SABBATH

Few pleasures are more gratifying than the
approval of one’s conscience in the perform-
ance of duty amid the sneers, derision, and
persecution of others. There is a tendency
in our religious natures to rejoice in self-
sacrifices for the maintenance of a priceless
truth. This trait sustains the heart, which
might otherwise falter in the midst of obsta-
cles encountered in a life devoted to holy

endeavors. As the notes of laughter are
half hidden in the outbursts of a sobbing

child, so some of our profoundest joys of the

soul are felt in our severest trials. In such
experiences the most sacred and heroic im-
_pulses of our beings are awakened and culti-

vated.
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The originators of Sabbath reform among
our people possessed that happiness of soul
which privations and self-denials in a holy
work always create. Their joy seemed to
interpret, in their own minds, the nature of
the Sabbatic truth, and to endear the holy
day to their hearts. As a consequence, they
were led to advocate the fourth command-
ment more ardently, and to observe it more
strenuously. They discovered, as we have,
that the law of the Sabbath is pre-eminently
spiritual in its effects, next to the precept to
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart.
When this law is accepted in our deepest
conviction, it feeds, invigorates, and purifies
our entire religious being. |

Very marked is the evidence of the strong
personal satisfaction by which the pioneers
and leaders of our cause were upheld in the
discharge of imperative and self-sacrificing
duties. The first convert to the Sabbath in
this country, Tacy Hubbard, to the cruel
charge preferred against the small company
with whom she was numbered, that they
made the Ten Commandments oppressive,
replied, “They are no yoke of bondage to
us, but are a good and spiritual law.”” Says
Hiscox, the main champion and the first
pastor of these Sabbath keepers, ““The Deca-
logue is to be delighted in after the inner
man.” ‘A young woman writes, -just previous
to the organization of these dissenters at
Newport, “Pray for me that I may have more
strength to run the ways of his holy com-
mandments, with more delight and largeness

"of heart.” A Sabbath keeper in England,

imprisoned on account of his opinions, re-
cords about the same time, “It is my lot to
sit here alone in the observation of God’s
Holy Sabbath, yet not without some previous
tokens of his presence, which makes a wil-
derness like an Eden, and a desert like a
garden of the Lord.” Often in the weekly
meetings of the founders of our churches in
America would be heard the exclamation,

“Oh, how I love this Sabbath.”—Editorial

Seventh Day Baptist Quarterly, July, 1884.

CURTAILING LIQUOR

Mrs. Ida B. Wise Smith, national president
of the Woman’s Christian Temperance
Union, has gecently pointed out facts con-
cerning the actions of practically all bel-
ligerent nations which have taken action to
curtail liquof drinking except the United
States. “An all-out war effort demands so-
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briety and curtailment of wasteful activities,”
she declares. |

“All nations which have been in the-war
longer than we, recognize the danger of al-
coholic beverages. Canada recently officially
rationed liquor, Germany has restricted all
alcoholic beverages, and England, Russia,
Japan, and other fighting nations have also
governmental restrictions.” It’s about time,
she thinks, that the United States benefited
by their experience. But so far our govern-
ment seems to be in the hands of the beer
barons and whiskey rings, the worst sabo-

teurs of war industry, to say nothing of the

higher interests of civilized justice, peace,
and good will. ——

THE SABBATH .
The Sabbath was made for man (Mark 2: 27a)
By Rev. E. Adelbert Witter

For one who desired to acquaint himself
with the Bible requirements for his life, there
is no more important question for him to study
than the Sabbath.

The Sabbath is an institution of God, not of
man. See Genesis 2: 1-3. We find that God
instituted the Sabbath as a memorial of his
finished work as Creator of the universe.

As God reviewed his work he realized that
if man, the creature possessed of th&¢ power
and the privilege of choosing. his own course
of action or destiny, was to be kept in his
moral and spiritual nature in harmonyswith
the purposes of creation, there must be for him
some oft-returning means of reminding him
of the Creator and the purposes of his creation.

Turning to Exodus 20: 8-11, we find God
calls the attention of man to this thought, “Re-
member the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six
days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work; but
the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy
God.” -

We should note how clearly God calls to
the mind of man the purpose and the nature
of the Sabbath. It is a memorial of the Creator
and his finished work. The Sabbath is a pat-

" ticular time set apart for the special work of
- the Creator, a type of heavenly rest. In Mark
2: 27a, we find Jesus in answering a question .
said, “the sabbath was made for man.” Made

for man’s good—a regularly returning day for
study and. meditation upon God and man’s re-
lation to him. 4 - ‘ _

'God said, “Remember the sabbath day to
keep it holy.”
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As we study this question we may differ
somewhat in our understanding of what we
may do on the Sabbath that is acceptable to
God in keeping the Sabbath holy. - It is not to
rest the body from labor. This is not all that
is for the good-of man. See Isaiah 58: 13, 14.
A careful study of the word ‘‘holy,” that will
help us to know its real spiritual meaning, will
enable us to be possessed of an understandin
of Sabbath observance. With diligence see
to know and live the Bible teachings.

SABBATH SCHOOL LESSON
FOR MAY 8, 1943

Peter and John Leaders in the Early Church. '

' Scripture—Acts 2: 37-41; 3: 1-8; 4: 13, 18-21.

Golden Text—Acts 4: 13.

THE SABBATH OF THE LORD IN THE
'~ TEACHINGS OF CHRIST AND HIS
APOSTLES
By . George A. Main

Note: The aim in this article has been to compile a
brief but forceful review of the Sabbath of Christ and
his apostles entirely acceptable to Sabbath pastors and
believers generally, and at the same time so unde-
nominational as to invite its use by the innumerable
nominal Sunday keepers who believe in and would
prefer to observe the seventh day Sabbath.

Introductory: The phrase, “‘Sabbath of the
Lord,” is used hére .to differentiate the sacred
day of Jehovah the Lord, and of Christ the
Lord, which throughout the Scriptures stands
out as specially their day, the lasz or seventh
day of the week (1), both from the various
Jewish holidays (2), and from the first day of
the week, erroneously sometimes called the
“‘sabbath,” but nowhere in the Scriptures so
designated, but clearly in Scripture the day

~ thereafter (3). The Sabbath of the Lord is

the one holy day of their laws and command-
ments (4Y; and should be first clearly under-
stood from that viewpoint. '

The Word “Law” in the Scriptures:

Although the word “law” is used in the
Scriptures in several different senses, we” may
be certain that ‘wherever we find the law ex-
alted as perfect, holy, spiritual, etc. (5), it
does not refer to: the ceremonial laws, which
were solely Jewish and passed away (6); or
to the Pharisaic or rabbinical laws, also Jew-
ish, the hypocrisy but not the Sabbathism . of
which Christ so forcefully condemned (7); or
to ‘the imperfect laws of -the land. Praise for
the law, wherever found, referred o7ly to the
Ten Commandments (4), which were usually
meant and often definitely specified; or to .the
group of Biblical books (8), the very heart of
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which was the Decalogue; or to the laws of
nature, or creation, which made possible such
eternal truisms as ‘“The heavens declare the
glory of God . ..” and “‘Consider the lilies . . .
yet . . . even Solomon in all his glory was not
arrayed like one of these” (9). )

God’'s Law, His Will for all Mankind:

No one subject, probably, is more highly
praised in Scripture, nor more lengthily de-
scribed (10) than are the laws of God which
embraced his Sabbath commandment. No
word appears ever to have been uttered against
them; no error has ever been found in them;
no reason has ever been advanced for their
abrogation or their disregard.

They are the authentic expression of God's
will for mankind. "God’stWS” and “God’s
will,” which we daily pray may be followed
on earth as in heaven (11), are interchange-
able phrases. The law is the recorded expres-
sion of God’s will. They stand today as they
did “in the beginning,” and as they did when
engraven at Sinai for all mankind, as the one
Eerfect. code of morals—the only sure guide

y which man may hope to approach the goal
of maximum attainable for human welfare and
happiness.

_In spite, however, of the established perfec-

tion of these Ten Commandments, there are
relatively few of us who seriously meditate up-
on, or write upon, or discourse upon, the
idealism of this matchless code of morals—
facts due, no doubt, partly to the long stand-
ing and continued false propaganda to the
effect that in some unexplained manner that
great group of laws had passed away.

Propaganda more destructible of human
happiness and welfare than the pretense that
God’s will for human kind has been abrogated,
can hardly be conceived.

Misinterpreted Scripture:

“Christ fulfilled the law”; “we are no
longer under the law, but under grace” (12).

Biblical passages, of which the foregoing are
suggestive, are frequently appealed to as proof
that both Christ and Paul taught that the Ten
Commandments had been abrogated.

The popular meaning read into each of these
several passages of Scripture is that the entire
Decalogue, with the exception only of the first
three commandments and the last six, had
passed away. In not one of these passages,
however, does the language permit any such
freedom of individual interpretation as apply-
ing the assumed nullification of the law to such
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portions only of the Decalogue as the indi-
vidual wishes to evade.

Christ and the apostles, who were all of
one mind (13), either rejected the law of their
God, or they did not.. There is too much at
stake to leave the matter unsettled. What are
the facts?

God’s Laws Established and Filled Full of
Meaning:

Christ affirmed that he came not to destroy
the.law, but to fulfill it, which, being the op-
posite of destroying, must have meant to fill
it full of meaning—which was precisely what
Christ did do in the succeeding moments of
that wonderful sermon. With equal emphasis
Paul asserted that his aim was to establish the
law, not to void it (14). |

Not only did Christ and his apostles teach
the perpetuity of the Ten Commandments, but
they went even further—they made obedience
to the laws of God the deciding test of Chris-

tian belief and sincerity.

The Christian’s Final Tests:

Test of our love for Christ. “If ye love me
ye will keep my commandments” (15).

Test of our eligibility for the heavenly king-
dom. Those only who do the will of my
Father will enter into the kingdom of heaven.
“Whosoever breaketh the least of these com-
mandmgnts and shall teach men so, shall be
called least in the kingdom of heaven” (16).

_ Test as to what is sin. *I had not known
sin except through the law” (17). Here the
great apostle significantly affirms that the Ten
Commandments using- the law against covet-
ing as his illustration, were not merely his ac-
cepted authority as to right and wrong, but
that they are his only source of such guidance.
 Testing one’s righteousness. Do we delight
in meditating on God’s laws (18) ? Such; ac-
cording to the Psalmist and others, revealed
the distinction between the righteous and the
wicked. Meditation upon the perfect laws of
God on the part of readers of this article is
one of its paramount aims.. -

The Sabbath Taught Through Its Exemplary |

Observance:

As would be expected from their oft-re-
peated praise of the Ten Commandments, it
was not only the consistent custom (19) of
both Christ and his apostles to observe the sev-
enth day Sabbath of God’s laws which they so
ably championed, but their newly established
churches were Sabbath-keeping churches (20).

It is of special interest to note that Paul
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spent a year and a half with the church at
Corinth, which was not only a Sabbath-keep-
ing church (21), but whose members were
urged to use the first day of the week as a work
day to determine how they were prospering,
that is, to do their weekly bookkeeping, in of-
der to ascertain what they could lay aside for
the saints, the worthy poor (22).

It is significant, too, that nowhere in the
entire Scriptures is there any record of a re-
ligious meeting having been held on Sunday.
One sermon, only, is recorded as having been
preached on the first day of the week. Re-
membering that the first day of the week, in
Bible days, commenced at sunset Saturday
night, we will see that this one sermon which
terminated at midnight (23), the hour when
Sundays commence, was preached on what we
now would call Saturday night, and not on
Sunday at. all—thus leaving the seventh day

of the week as the only day on which recorded

religious gatherings were held.

While it is one’s privilege and duty to do
manual labor on the Sabbath in emergencies
(24), we may be equally certain that under
Christ’s perfect unfolding of the law, even to
think on business matters on his Sabbath would
be to desecrate it and violate the fourth com-
mandment—ijust as he taught that one had
violated the command, ““Thou shalt not kill,”

when he harbored a hatred for his fellow

man (25).

The Sabbath Commandment From Christ’s
Interpretative S tandpoint:

In the Sermon on the Mouht, that grandest
of all Sabbath day sermons, Thrist gave us a
vivid insight into the deeper and truer mean-
ings of some of the Ten Commandments
(26). .

‘Had there been similarly preserved for us
his exposition of the fourth, the labor and rest
commandment,” (27), it would seemingly
have been something like the following:

The ' fourth commandment is the all-im-
portant keystome of the entire legal structure,
irremovably and permanently binding the firs?
portion of the law. which details our obliga-
tions to our Creator, to the last portion which
defines our duties to mankind, without which
keystone neither portion of the law’s structure
could stand—the commandment itself embody-
ing additional duties to ‘both God and man,
and thereby completing the perfection of the
whole structure, permanently establishing uni-
form, regular, and adequate time absolutely
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essential for congregational study and mass
application of God’s laws to man’s good. |

“Six days shalt thou labor” (28). To do
less than our share of the world’s work is to
steal just that much from our fellow men.
And, too, when one has attained wealth suf-

_ ficient to live without work it is, in many in-

stances, because of having taken advantage of
the freedom of action permitted by our fellow
men, and of over-appraising and over-charg-
ing for our time and effort. And in many
cases such wealth is the direct result of wrong
doing. It is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive; to serve others than to be served (29).
To keep my day holy (30) is to employ at
least a portion of each Sabbath in thanksgiv-
ing and praise. The Sabbath day is particu-
larly appropriate for meditation upon my
laws, for expounding their intent and purpose,
to make them as clear as possible to as many
as possible that in them lies the most perfect
guide to human conduct, the only real solution
to man’s every problem. ° -
Refraining from labor (31) does not mean
complete physical and mental indolence. It
means such changes in kind and quantity of
hysical and mental exertion as shall make the
fullest possible use of the Sabbath for the ends
it was designed to attain, and as shall best fit
us for our regular duties at the beginning of
the new week. :

Again, just as the Creator on his first Sab-

 bath looked back upon his work of creation

and saw that it was very good (32), saw that
not only the heavens were to forever declare
his glory, but that every atom of creation, ev-
ery force, every truth, was to add its share in
establishing the wisdom and power of God;
we, too, at the ends of each-:of our recurring
weeks should review our accomplishments and
be able to say that our time has been wisely and
honorably spent in harmony with God’s will
—the joy thereof to be accompanied by ever
increasing appreciation of the greatness of
God’s handiwork, to commemorate.the com-

pletion of which the seventh day Sabbath was
instituted.
And finally, remember, that this Sabbath

commandment, disregarded, will result in
greater harm to mankind than will -disobedi-

ence to any of the others, just as it did to your

. forefathers (33); but properly observed it has. -

possibilities in itself for greater good than all
the others (34), and utilized for unfolding the
possibilities for good of the whole law, -its
Sabbath at once becomes |
- .4
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The Key to World Welfare and Happiness:

The seventh day of the week is the only
day that can fittingly commemorate the com-

pletion of the infinitely marvelous world in -

which we live, the wonders of which are con-
tinually appearing in some new field (35).
That this day, God’s day, is the logical time
to meditate upon his will for us is, therefore,
axiomatic. And that his will for us is per-
fect and changeless is equally self-evident.

Hence, in God’s Sabbath, utilized as he in-
tended, lies the only rational route to world
betterment—a problem now puzzling the minds
of the great men the world over, as never be-
fore, and one that will continue to baffle them
until they recognize that in fearing God and
keeping his commandments, lies the whole
duty of man (36).

Ouwur Accountability to God:

- The immortal Webster, when asked for his
greatest thought, replied, My accountability
to God.” Paul, too, had long ago proclaimed
that same truth (37).

We, too, can entertain no greater thought
than that, accompanied, of course, by a deter-
mined desire to know in what respects we are
accountable to God, and how we may best
accept that responsibility.

The paramount object in Christian civiliza-
tion has been defined as ‘‘the greatest happi-
ness, of the right kind, for the greatest num-
ber.” Is it not the especial duty of Sabbath be-
lievers to proclaim the truth that such an end
can be attained only through compliance with
God’s will for us, that is, through universal
obedience to the Ten Commandments?

Sabbath Believers the Sole Custodians of
These Eternal Truths:

We all know that our armed forces contain
innumerable believers in the commandment,
““Thou shalt not kill” (38), yet who feel that
an even greater duty lies, not in non-defensive
conscientious objecting, but in doing their
best to speed the day of universal peace. We
also know that the so-called Sunday churches
are composed to no small extent of conscien-
tious men and women who—aware of the fact
that. the Scriptures do not furnish grounds for
disregard of God’s Sabbath or any reasons for
weekly observance of the day-on which Christ
rose, even if agreement could be reached as to
the day of the resurrection—would gladly co-
operate in hastening the day when God’s sev-
enth day Sabbath is universally observed—
once shown the tremendous need thereof.

The Sabbath is the Seventh Day

By “Sabbath believers’ is, therefore, meant,
not merely nominal Saturday keepers, but also
the innumerable members and attendants of
Sunday-observing churches who prefer, often
avowedly, to observe the Sabbath of God’s
laws rather than the Sunday of man’s legis-
lating. :

To break ore of God’s commandments is to
break God’s law as a whole (39). God’s per-
fect laws will, therefore,” never be elevated to
their deserved status among men through ef-
forts of Sunday believers, who oppose one of
them. Acceptance of and obedience to the
laws of God—and the attainment of Christian
civilization, which depends solely on such
obedience ' to the Ten Commandments—will
come only through the determined efforts of
those who—

1. Appreciate and glory in the wonders of
nature (creation), for the commemoration of
the completion of which the seventh day Sab-
bath was instituted; and

2. Recognizing the seventh day of the week
as God’s Holy Day, desire not only to obey
God’s will themselves, but desire also to co-
operate in carrying its blessings to mankind ev-

erywhere.

Is not this lofty and far-reaching and inclu-
sive responsibility worthy of your and my in-
creased individual and united efforts?
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PAUL AND THE SABBATH

The attitude of the apostles and the early
Christians toward the Sabbath is of deep sig-
nificance when we come to the study of the
Sabbath. question. Christianity was the pur;
est in the apostolic days, and'the teaching and
example of the apostles and the Apostolic
Church may well be taken as the guide of the

church and' the individual in regard to the.

Sabbath, as well as to belief and practice.
People have said that Christ kept the Sab-
bath because the time had not come to make
the change till his death. Such, however, can-
not be said of the apostles, for when they came
upon the stage of action, Christ had ciaex:ished
on the cross, the old dispensation had passed
away, and the new had been ushered in.

But one may ask, Why study Paul’s example
regarding the Sabbath more than that of the
other apostles? Paul broke more completely
away from useless Jewish customs than others
of his day seemed to, and for this reason if
there were any change in regard to the Sab-
bath, we would expect to find it in connection
with his work and teaching if nowhere else.
He also wrote much more than others of his
day, and if there were any change after Christ’s
death and the day of Pentecost, it should ap-
pear in his writings. Therefore his writings
are of extreme importance when we consider
the Sabbath question. |

- Furthermore, Paul was the master mind of
his age, if not of all ages. Had it not been for
Christianity, the other apostles never would
have been known beyond the small circle in
which they moved; not so with Paul, he pos-
sessed by nature one of the greatest minds the
world has ever seen. -Some men seem to have
been raised up for a special and great crisis;
such was the case with Lincoln, Luther, Alfred

the Great, and Moses. And such was the case -

with Paul. Christ had written nothing and
these nearest to him were not able to bear
many things he desired to tell them; a great
mind coupled with a
needed to unfold the teachings of Christ and
apply them to the daily life of the individual
and church. The church found such a mind

in Paul in the hour of its greatest need—a

great character was .
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great mind trained for its work by the best
education that day could furnish. If we are
to look at the matter from the human stand-
>oint of a trained and masterful mind, no
etter -authority ever existed than Paul.
Again, Paul was not only a great mind
trained to the highest capacity, but he
was an incomparable type of character.
There have been great intellects without
great and noble character, such was Na-
oleon, and they are never. safe guides;
ut nowhere do we see the character. of
Christ better personified than in Paul. There

was the best metal the world has seen. There
‘were the keenest perceptions, the soundest

judgments, the intensest zeal, and the most in-
domitable courage, all subdued and brought

~under control to the Master. He and Christ

were so completely one that he could say, “I
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.”” When
he spoke, he spoke as the viceregent of Christ.
Under these circumstances anything that he
said bearing on the Sabbath question carries
with it the highest authority.

Our only source of information regarding
Paul and the Sabbath is the New Testament.
From it we learn that he observed the seventh

day of the week as the Sabbath and kept it

sacredly. As-recorded in Acts 25: 8, he says,
“Neither against the law of the Jews, nor
against the temple, nor against Caesar, have
I sinned at all.” Had he been disregarding
the Sabbath of the Decalogue, he could not
have said, ''Neither against the law of the
Jews have I sinned at all.”” When he reached
Rome he made a similar statement, as re-
corded in Acts 28: 17. It reads, “*And it came
to pass that after three days he called together
those who were the chief of the Jews; and
when they were come together, he said unto
them, I, Brethren, though I have done nothing
against the people or the customs of my
fathers, yet was I delivered prisoner from
Jerusalem into the hands of the ‘Romans.”
“Done nothing against . . . the customis of my
fathers,” that is, he had observed«the Sabbath,
and this was thirty years or more after his
conversion. . ~
In addition to the foregoing records, we
have repeated statements of Paul’s that he wor-

shiped on the Sabbath, and indirect reference

here and there regarding public meetings for
religious purposes. -

There is no evidence in his writings that he
observed the first day of the week. We find
him secularizing it. In Acts 20: 7 'we read,
“And upon the first day of the week when

!
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we were gathered together to break bread,

Paul discoursed to them ready to depart on
the morrow, and prolonged his speech until
midnight.” You are familiar with the rest
of the account. This has been seized upon as
a positive proof that they observed the first
day of the week as the Sabbath in the eyes of
the apostles. But does it prove this? When
one reads the passage carefully he notices that
it was the night part of the first day of the
week, and that Paul was intending to travel
from Troas to Assos when daylight came. Now
the night part of the first day of the week was
the evening after the Sabbath according to
Jewish reckoning. Conybeare and Howson’s,
Life of Paul, says, "It was the evening which
succeeded the Jewish Sabbath to.their way of
reckoning.” What was Paul intending to do
and what did he do on the daylight of this
first day of the week? He was planning to
travel. ~That was not keeping Sunday. It was
secularizing it and is a conclusive
he did not regard it as the Sabbath.

There are two or three other passages which
have been thought to indicate that Paul ob-
served the first day
made no difference which day was observed.
The chief of these passages is the one in Ro-
mans 6: 14, “For sin shall not have dominion
over you: for ye are not under the law, but
under grace.” = This passage is thought by
some to teach that the law is done away. An-
tinomianism, this doctrine is called in history.
In this passage Paul is discussing the question
of man’s salvation. The Jews thought they

‘could be saved by the observance of law, and

Paul is telling them that they cannot. Doctor
Northup told the class in the University of
Chicago, studying the Book of Romans, “Paul
means that we are not under the law as a
means of salvation, but we are as a rule of
life.”” Paul set this fact forth when he said,
“Do we make void the law through faith? God
forbid; yea we establish the law.” Paul never
thought of teaching the abrogation of the law
which he elsewhere declares to be holy and
good and a schoolmaster to bring him to
Christ. One great trouble with this doctrine
of Antinomianism is that it throws open the
gates to everything; it is the destruction of all
Iaw and order in religion, morals and society.
It not only tears down the Sabbath law, but all
others as well; it opens the way to covetous-
ness, impurity, lying, and murder, as well as to
the disregard of the Sabbath. It leaves the
world with no Sabbath. But the strange and
inconsistent thing is that the same people, or

proof that -~

of the week or that it
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many of them, when they have discarded law
to get rid of the Sabbath of the decalogue, turn

around and reinstate every other member of
the ten words; the fourth command is the only
one that is not in force.

What is called the silences regarding the
Sabbath in the epistles of Paul and other New

 Testament writers has sometimes led people to

think Paul did not regard the Sabbath as im-
portant. The same claim could as justly be
made regarding baptism. Neither the Sabbath
nor baptism was the thing uppermost in his
heart; and that is why he says no more about
the Sabbath, as well as about baptism. The
thing of supreme importance with him, as with
his Master, was to save men by bringing them
to Christ and righteousness. He says, “For
the love of God constraineth us, because we
thus judge that if one died for all, then were

all dead.” (2 Cor. 5: 14.) “For I deter-
mined not to know anything among you save
Jesus Christ and him crucified.” (1 Cor. 2:

2.) I am made all things to all men, that I
might by all means save some.” (1 Cor.
9: 22.) '

The best way of leading men to the Sab-
bath truth is by bringing them to Christ. Evan-
gelism and missions was the passion of Paul’s
soul and the supreme end of his effort; and
must be of ours. The world needs a denomi-
nation keeping the Sabbath and practicing bap-
tism with evangelism and missions its supreme
purpose.

W. L. B.

LETTER FROM DOCTOR GRACE I
CRANDALL

(Received by the Missionary Board April 17)

Dear Secretary Burdick:

Your letter of October 23 came through
very promptly, considering that it takes six
weeks to two months, even for airmail. You
see, letters have to have a month to get to me
after they have been censored in India and
have reached China. Everyth
slowly in China these days. I have had letters
from several frieids and from my sister and
brother, Lin, during the last few days. I have
sent quite 2 number of letters by air to India,
expecting that they would be forwarded by
boat from there; but I have heard of none of
them - getting through yet, and I am afraid
it is not a good way. Hereafter, I shall send
more by air mail all the way, although some
I have sent that way have not got through.
I am afraid that the stamps are -sometimes re-

‘all winter.

ing moves very -
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moved and the letters thrown aside. Ten dol-
lars in stamps would be a big temptation to a
postal clerk if he got hold of the letter before
the stamps were canceled. There is much thiev-
ing among all classes in these days of high
prices and great difficulty in securing enough to
eat, to say nothing of to wear. Ten dollars will
buy only one pound of pork or seven to nine
sung of rice. Some people will eat a sung a
day. A sung is about a pound. In some
places near here a pound of rice costs two dol-
Iars and in places like Chungking, much more.
Prices have risen very rapidly here during the
past few months and in many things we have
to pay more than we would in the US.A,,
counting the fixed exchange. Prices of food
in Shanghai are also much higher than here,
but manufactured articles are higher here.

Fortunately, Esther and I have enough cloth-
ing so that we have not had to buy much in
that line and what sewing has to be done we
have done ourselves. We wear Chinese cloth
shoes ‘mostly and even they cost about $15 to
$20 for the materials. We happened to have
some goods with us, so have not bought much.
Fuel is also very high, although this is the
place where wood is plentiful, but everyone
demands so much for his labor. We have
paid as high as a dollar for two pounds of
charcoal and wood is $5 to $8 for a small one-
man load, about fifty to sixty pounds, green
wood at that. Esther is a very good buyer.
She watches the market and buys only when
she can get things relatively cheap. By buying
ahead, we are seldom in a position where we
have to buy right now. - If she had not done so
our living would have cost us more than twice
what it has. We have a flock of chickens and
seldom have to buy eggs, which are fifty to
seventy cents each most of the time. As I
have to eat a good many eggs, it is most for-
tunate. Our little garden in the backyard
also helps us very much. We can grow things

freeze up at night, even the ground freezing
some, and thaw out during the day as bright
as ever. ' It is like it is on the mountains. We
really have a mountain climate here. It is
very cold sometimes for a short period of time
but always warm in the bright sun.- We have
no heat except a few coals in a charcoal burner,
but Esther’s room is small and can be made
quite comfortable by that method, though we
prefer to 'sit in the courtyard in the sun when
it shines. We even take our baths in the sun,
except in the very coldest days.

Weather like the present, they -
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I have had no relapse since I got up and
am improving right along. Can eat more and
more kinds now, -and even have gained two or
three pounds this winter. My strength is very
good and I do many things, but I have not
tried to do any medical work much, for it is
not necessary and I can help more by staying
at home and looking after the house. -

We hear from Shanghai more or less regu-
larly these days. They have never written of
any hardships, except the very high cost of .
foods and the lack of many supposedly neces-
sary things. They have no coal exeept a very
little left over. They cook on little coal ball
stoves. The balls are made of coal dust and
clay. They use a tin, even to bake with. =

After Anna died, the schools were united
and Theodore Chang became principal of

" both. They are evidently closely controlled by

the Wang Ching-wei government, and, of
course, the Japanese. They seem to be making
every effort to co-operate, so for that reason
they may have an easier time. Pressure was
brought on them to evacuate the West resi-
dence and it has been taken over by the schools
entirely. The lower rooms seem to be mostly
used for offices, of which they seem to require
a great many. (The number of officers and
amount of red tape seem to be the gauge by
which an ifstitution’s efficiency is measured.)

Mrs. West and Mabel are living with the
Davises. They have a family of six, including
a Mrs. Gasper who was stranded in Shanghai
by the war and has been with them a good
deal. Mr. and Mrs. Davis seem to be quite
well, as are the others now. Mrs. West was
quite ill with carbuncles and in'the hospital
several weeks, but is now recovered and gain-
ing her old energy and strength. Doctor
George is quite busy. <Lester Hospital where
he used to do many operations has been taken
over by the powers and he will go there no
more, but has a good lot of private work. It
seems to be the rule that foreigners should.
have nothing to do with taken-over institu-
tions, though Mabel still teaches some in the
school by doing it for nothing. I hear nothing
about what has happened to the Liuho prop-

erty. Many things they do not mention. I

expect it is healthier not to. .

Mabel asked me to write about, the arrange-
ments they have for securing money. There
was a while that they were allowed.-funds by
the International Red Cross, I -think it was,
and they signed papers that it would be paid
back. I think they have planned to draw: on
the board through these agencies. Mabel said

.
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she had been drawing $15 per month and her
mother $25, I think it was. If the board pays
this out, they can be reimbursed by Mr. D.
Munson at Milton Junction for Mrs. West,
and Mr. Coon of the Milton Bank for Mabel.
She asks that Mr. Stillman write them about
it if he pays out money for them. I received
three salary checks and a five dollar gift for
help of the poor from Alfred in October or
November. The checks were July, August,
and September. I can get checks cashed here
now through the Episcopal treasurer in Yun-
nanfu (Kungming), but the money is being
aid on some of them here and the checks
held for collection later, I have received all
salary checks this year, excepting two, up to
September. Last year I received very few.
Have money enough for present needs.

Esther has just made out her yearly report,

and if I can get it in without making my letter
too heavy, I will send it. It may be interest-
ing to you.
With kindest greetings, I am
Sincerely,

Grace 1. Crandall.
Changtsun, Lichwan,
Kiangsi, China,
January 12, 1943.

AS OLD AS THE CREATION
By Rev. Lester G. Osborn

The week is an arbitrary division of time.
There is no heavenly body whose movement
-in relation to the earth is in cycles of seven
days. The institution of the Sabbath is the
background for this mode of reckoning time.

The Sabbath had its origin in a distinct cre-
ative act (Mark 2: 27). God made it at the
time of the creation, using the seventh day as
the material from which to build it. Because
of his resting from the work of creation, God
“blessed” and ‘‘sanctified” the seventh day.

To ‘bless’” means to exalt and honor, to
give a thing the stamp of one’s approval or
favor, to pronounce a special benediction up-
on. It was the seventh day which was thus
dignified. | I

To “‘sanctify’” is to set apart for a special

purpose. It includes the idea of announcing

or proclaiming. The same word is used of the
cities of refuge and other things publicly pro-
claimed. Genesis 2: 2, 3, then, refers to a
public announcement of the setting apart of
the seventh day as the Sabbath, and amounts
to the promulgation of a law for the Sabbath

at that time.
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Nowhere else in the Bible is there any sug-

gestion of a later sanctification, proclaiming, or
announcing. Every later reference is always
to this earlier (at creation) sanctification. The

fourth commandment itself, in its wording, is

in keeping with this thought.

God never did for any other day what he
did for the seventh, and never undid it for

the seventh day. What God does is done for
all time, and God does not change.

THE SABBATH AND THE GOSPEL
By Rev. S. S. Powell

True Sabbath observance  contains within
itself all of the elements of the right carrying
out of the principles of the gospel. “The joy
of the Lord is your strength,” it is said. I have
thought that it might be useful to relate how
the Sabbath has been a joy in my own experi-
ence ever since it entered into my life.,

While residing in the southern state of
Georgia the knowledge first came to me that
there were anywhere Christians observing the
Sabbath of the Old Testament. It was through
an elderly and respected retired minister of the
gospel, with relatives in Savannah, and under
the influence of the Wesleys, who had much
to do with molding the influences that went
out from that city in early days; not that they
kept Sabbath, for they did not. The informa-
tion which I received at that time made no
impression upon me whatever, but was ac-
cepted as a fact. |

Later in life, when I had graduated from
the Colgate Divinity School in Rochester, N.
Y., and was pastor of my second church in
central New York, my next door neighbor,
who had lived formerly in De Ruyter, N. Y.,
was a Sabbath-keeping Baptist. Acquaintance
with him and close observance of his manner
of life did make a deep impression upon me
and was the cause of a joyous life such as I
had not known before, and quite analogous to
the joy of conversion. In those early days of
my pastorate I had sufficient reasons to draw

me to Rochester occasionally. On one of .
these trips I was approaching that city after

nightfall, and looking out of the car window
I saw it in the distance irradiated in such a
manner as made me think of the Holy City,
New Jerusalem, coming down from heaven,
as told by John the beloved disciple in his

book, the Apocalypse.. Such was the joy that

came to me and which I can never forget. It
was in the early days of my own Sabbath
keeping. .

Alfred, N. Y.

-

T be Sdbéatb is the __Sevéntb Day ™
WOMAN’'S WORK
Mrs. Okey W.Da';ris. Salom.w. Va. -

THINK ON THESE THINGS
By Mrs. Harley Sutton

What shall it profit a man if:

He keeps the Sabbath and forgets his hun-

gry (physically, spiritually, or socially)
brother? - |

He keeps the Sabbath and regards anything
fair in war and business?

He keeps the Sabbath and uses a good share
of the other six days to fight against people
of other faiths and religious organizations with
which he cannot agree?

He keeps the Sabbath and rejoices over the
sinking of any sh(if or the bombing of any
city where hundreds of God’s children (and
our brothers if God is our Father) are killed
or wounded?

He keeps the Sabbath and does not give at
least one tenth of his time, talents, and
money to develop the kingdom among his
fellow men?

Keeping the Sabbath, should, through one’s
communion with God, give one the desire and
strength to live the other six days in such a
way as will be pleasing in the sight of God.
What shall it profit a man if keeping the: Sab-
bath does not lift him high and lengthen his
vision and broaden his horizons for ALL of
LIFE?

SABBATH EVANGELISM
By Rev. Leslie O. Greene

Is there a place for Sabbath evangelism in
the program of Seventh Day Baptists today?
In preaching the gospel to the lost, are we
including this important doctrine in out mess-
age? We lament the fact that we cannot

hold our own because of the difficulty of keep-
.ing the Sabbath, and we call it a miracle when

a convert is won to the Sabbath. Why is this?
Does our Sabbath lack attraction, or does it fail
to fill a needed place in the hearts of people?
Christ said the Sabbath was ‘‘made for man.”

Did he mean all men or only a few? Has.

Christ intrusted us with a great truth and vet
withheld from us the way to bring it to the
world? Our tracts on the Sabbath truth have
been carried into many communities, but manv
are reluctant to make use of them. ‘We well
know this method alone is very inadequate.
We must do more, far more, and do it now,
or ere long there may be no Seventh Day Bap-

~
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tists to preach and tell of the freedom which
a Sabbath salvation brings.. Seventh Day Bap-
tists should bear their part of the grave respon-
sibility which rests on every church in these
troubled days to bring the lost into the fold.
If the Sabbath brings us peace and joy, are we
not selfish to sit idly by and not tell others
about the day God commanded us to keep
holy? Do we really wish that others had the
same blessing but consider it ingxpedient to
tell them ourselves? Christ first told his dis-
ciples to *“Come,” but no sooner had th?

- obeyed than he turned again to them'and said,

“Go.” Everyone who has come to the Sab-
bath should hear the call to go and carry this
eternal .and vital truth to others everywhere.
When we accept the responsibility to -evan-
gelize the world, we must not stop short of
leading men to accept the whole truth, which
includes Sabbath keeping. That will be the
hardest part of the task; but it will pay to hold
on, for the Sabbath gives the convert the free-
dom which accompanies complete surrender,
the soul-winner gains the deepest joy and the
most satisfying blessing.

The Cause of Failure

In the story of the fisherttren found in Luke
5: 1-11, Jesus found Peter in his boat near the
shore washing his riet. After a short sermon
to the people, Jesus turned to Peter and said,
“Launch out into the deep and let down _your
net.” The sad confession of Peter, ““We have
toiled all night and taken nothing,” is quite
descriptive of the church today. We have
toiled long but have taken little. Much energy
has been poured out, but deep spiritual results
have been rare. Peter did not seem to,care
whether he caught any fish or not. The reason
for much of our failure-is due to our indiffer-
ence. We are unwilling to sacrifice or to make
a complete surrender. If a task is hard, the
easiest thing to do is to quit. At the very time
we are washing our nets the fish may be in
large shoals all about us. We can’t stay too

.near the shore. Let us not be cortent when

the greatest opportunity of a lifetime lies out
in the deep. | . |

Means of Overcoming Failure

- When Peter said, ““Nevertheless at thy word
I will,”” the fish filled the net till it broke. He
had found the secret- not only of fishing but
of, winning men. Obedience is the key to
God’s bountiful gifts. - Many argue that in
these days of world unré&t and disorder there
is no .time for revival or for Sabbath promo-

tion. They are the ones who are washing their
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nets. But if God cannot be found in chaos,
how will he be able to save the world from
chaos? In what does God’s strength lie? No
matter how unfavorable the time or place may
seem to us, if his divine Spirit directs us, he
will lead to the deep waters and fill the nets
to overflowing. It is ours to trust him and
obey. Good intentions are not enough. It
requires action. If, like Peter, we resign our
will to his, God will astonish us with success.

YOUNG PEOPLE’S WORK

YOUNG PEOPLE AND SABBATH
PROMOTION

By Jeanett B. Dickinson

How long are Seventh Day Baptists going
to let the world think of the Sabbath as being
observed only by Jews? How long are we
going to let them refer to Sunday as the Chris-
tian Sabbath or Lord’s Day? If we had ac-
cepted the Sabbath challenge would the fol-
lowing definitions be found in the revised
Webster’s Dictionary ?

Sabbath: the seventh day of the week ob-
served by the Jews as a day of rest, commen-
cing from sunset on Friday and ending at
sunset on Saturday; the Christian Sunday.

Sunday: the first day of the week; the Chris-
tian Sabbath or Lord’s Day.

Doesn’t this show that the true Sabbath
needs to be promoted? Let us refer to Web-
ster to see if the term promotion presents too
enormous a challenge for you and me. The
prefix “pro”’ means forward or onward, while
the word “motion’’ is referred to as act, proc-
ess, or state of moving. Putting the two to-
gether we obtain promotion, or the act of
furthering or advancement. There is no reason
why Seventh Day Baptists should continue to
be “satisfied with merely “keeping’” the Sab-
bath and not making its sacredness known to

those who have never heard—even to the

many children, other relatives, and neighbors
of Seventh Day Baptists who have either
drifted away or have never had the significance
of the Sabbath presented to them.

Promoting the Sabbath in such a manner
that its- influence will be felt throughout the
world is not the means of salvation. How-
ever, the “Sabbath is a matter of Christian
living, ‘one of the great imperishable moral
principles which are as old as creation and
should be observed because of love and grati-
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tude to God for our salvation.”* Gen. 2: 2,
3; Ex. 20: 8-11; 1 John 5: 3, and James 2: 10.

Before we can really promote the Sabbath
we must obtain a broad understanding of the
history of both God’s Sabbath and the promi-
nent excuse that Sunday is the “‘Christian’s
Sabbath” or the “Lord’s Day.” A thorough
study of both the Old and New Testaments as
well as tracts and books published by Sabbath
and Sunday observers and noted historians
should give this understanding. The history
books will show how in ‘“‘post-apostolic times
man gradually substituted Sunday for the Sab-
bath because of antagonism toward the Jews
and to win the favor of Sun-worshiping em-
perors.”* The Bible will show us the follow-
lng:

1. The Sabbath was made for man at the
close of creation. Gen. 2: 2, 3.

2. God asked that we remember and
keep the Sabbath holy. Ex. 20: 8-11.

3. Christ kept it and taught his disciples to
regard it after his death. Matt. 24: 20.

4. The apostles and disciples, both Jewish
and Gentile, kept it regularly. Acts 13: 42,
44; 17: 2; 18: 4. Eighty-four such meetings
are specially mentioned in Acts alone.

S. Paul even denied ever secularizing the
Sabbath, or keeping Sunday. Acts 25: 8;
28: 17.

Today the need for Sabbath promotion is
great. If each Seventh Day Baptist would ac-
cept this challenge the world would soon rea-
lize the seventh day of the week is the true
Sabbath—God’s holy day. (Gen. 2: 2, 3; Ex.
20: 10, 11; Prov. 10: 22; Isa. 58: 13.) The
Sabbath offers much that Sunday does not
have, that it never had and never will have.

What are some methods that may be em-
ployed for the Fromotion of the Sabbath? At
present two of our churches, Riverside and

Shiloh, have regular weekly radio broadcasts.

“This is certainly a splendid chance for Sabbath

Eromotion. Our money is needed for radio
roadcasts, training and expenses of full-time
workers, and the printing of attractive, inter-

esting tracts and other literature. “We need

time and organization devoted to the design-
ing of eye-catching tracts. Then these tracts
need to be distributed—this is a very fine op-
portunity for young people for service. While
traveling several hundred miles to attend Con-
ference several of our young folks rolled tracts
in cellophane and distributed them along the
way. We can all distribute tracts in our own
communities and mail them to other sections.
Articles in newspapers and magazines as well
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~as letter writing and conversation- can be em-

ployed to a very good advantage. Each and
every one of us should promote the Sabbath
by daily living. The following true experi-
ences of some.of our young people are ex-
amples of standing firm in Sabbath beliefs.

- Last summer some of our college students
were employed by a large., well-known indus-
try. One day the manager said to them, “Fri-
day night is our busiest period. You will
either work on Friday night or quit.” “We
quit,” was the reply. Within three hours after
they reached their boarding house the mana-
ger phoned. “We can’t get along without
you. Come back and work when you feel you
can.” Just recently this same manager wrote
to the students asking them to return to work
as soon as summer vacation begins—with the
understanding that they will not be asked to
work on Sabbath. o |

One of our consecrated Seventh Day Baptist
young ladies while looking for a position was
rejected several times because of not being
willing to work on the Sabbath. Later she
was offered a much more desirable position.
She accepted on the condition she would not
be asked to work on the Sabbath. Much later
a co-worker in the same concern who is a
member of another Sabbath-keeping denomi-

"nation said to her, “Will you work Sabbath

day for me this week so I can attend church?”
Our friend replied, “Why didn’t you say you
were a Sabbath keeper before you accepted the

position?”” “Oh, I didn’t think I would ‘get

the position if I made such a fuss—and now
I'm too ashamed to ask for Sabbath off,”” she
replied. '

If we are to help in the spreading of the
Sabbath truth we must acknowledge it as a
pleasure—not a burden—refuse to give in to
worldly pleasures or business, even once. We
must be tolerant of the beliefs of others, but
let others know we stand firm in our beliefs
of the Sabbath. Our money is needed—yes!
but more than money we need time and talent.
Each Seventh Day Baptist needs to realize the
Sabbath as a blessing—live it, acknowledge it,
and share it with others.

Bridgeton, N. J.

* Osborn, Rev. Lester G., ““Who Are These Seventh
Daly Bﬁpt}sts," American Sabbath Tract Society, Plain-
field, . TJ.

The strength of a country is the strength
of its religious convictions.—Former Presi-
dent Calvin Coolidge.
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SABBATH AND SUNDAY
(A Bible Rgading)

ON THE SABBATH

1. Who made the Sabbath?

All things were made by him [Jesus] : and
without him was not anything made that was
made. John 1:3.

2. When was the Sabbath made?

And on the seventh day God ended his work -
which he had made; and he rested on the
seventh day from all his work which he had
made. And God blessed the seventh day and’
sanctified it; because that in it he had rested
from all his work which God created and
made. Gen. 2:2, 3.

3. Did God say from Mount Sinai that -inev
made the Sabbath at the close of Creation?

For in six days the Lord made heaven and
earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and
rested the seventh day; wherefore the Lord -
lz)(l)eslsled the sabbath day and hallowed it. Ex.

4. Did God’s people have the week and the
Sabbath before the law was given from Sinai?

And it came to pass after seven days, that
the waters were upon the earth.
Gen. 7:10. ' .

Apd he stayed yet other seven days; and
again he sent forth the dove out of the ark.

And he stayed 'yet other seven days; and

“sent forth the dove; which returned not again

unto him any more. Gen. 8:10, 12.

And Laban said, . . . . Fulfill her week.
And Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week.
é}zeg(.) 29: 27, 28. Also especially, Ex. 16: 4, 6,

5. Why did God bless and sanctify the
seventh day? . :
And God blessed the seventh day, and sanc-

tified it; because that in it he had rested from
all his work. -Gen. 2:3.

6. DidA wrath come upon ancient Israel for
profaning the Sabbath?

Then I contended with the nobles of Judah,
and said unto them, What evil thing 1s this
that ye do, and profane the sabbath day?
BPid not your fathers thus, and“did not our
God bring all this evil upon us, and upon this
city? Yet ye bring more wrath upon Israel
by profaning the sabbath. Neh. 13:17, 18.

7. If the Sabbath had been kept, would
Jerusalem have. ;begn destroyed? e
And . . . . if ye diligently hearken unto
me, saith the Lord, to bring in‘' no burden
through the gates of this city on the sabbath
day, but hallow the sabbath day, to do no
work therein; then shall there enter into the
gates of this city kings and princes . . .
;Ed 5this city shall remain forever. Jer. 17:
, 25.

]
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8. Was the Sabbath made for the Jews

only, or for all men?
The sabbath was made for man. Mark 2:27.

9. Whose day is the Sabbath?

But the seventh day is the sabbath of the
Lord thy God. Ex. 20:10. If thou turn away
thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy
pleasure on my holy day.. Isa. 58:13. The
Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath.
Mark 2:28.

10. What may and may not be done on the
Sabbath day?

In it thou shalt not do any work. Ex. 20:
10. Wherefore it is lawful to do well on the
sabbath days. [That is, to pluck and eat
corn when hungry; to heal the sick, and take

a sheep or an ox out of the pit.] Matt. 12:
1-12; Luke 14:1-4.

11. When does the Sabbath begin?

The evening and the morning were the first
day. Gen. 1:5. From even unto even shall
ye celebrate your sabbath. Lev. 23:32.

12. Did the Sabbath still begin and end at
sunset in New Testament times?

And at even, when the sun did set, they
brought unto him all that were diseased, and
them that were possessed with devils. Mark
1:32.

Now when the sun was setting, all they
that had any sick with divers diseases
brought them unto him; and he laid his hands
on every one of them, and healed them.
Luke 4:40.

And he [Joseph] took it down . . . . and
laid it in a sepulchre that was hewn in stone,

wherein never man before was laid. . . . .
And the sabbath drew on. Luke 23:53, 54.

13. Was it Jesus’ custom to observe the
Sabbath?

And as his custom was, he went into the
synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up
for to read. Luke 4:16; Mark 1:21.

14. Did Christ instruct his disciples to re-
gard the Sabbath when Jerusalem should be
destroyed about forty years after his death?

But pray ye that your flight be not in the
winter, neither on the sabbath day. Matt.
24 : 20.

15. Did the disciples continue to keep the
Sabbath af usual after the crucifixion?

And they returned [from the sepulchre] and
prepared spices and ointments; and rested
the sabbath day according to the command-
ment. Luke 23:56.

16. Was it Paul’s custom also to keep the
$abbath?

Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them,
and three sabbath days reasoned with them
out of the scriptures. Acts 17:2.
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17.. Some say Paul preached to the Jews
only on the Sabbath, but to the Gentiles on
the first day of the week; is this true? A

And when the Jews were gone out of the
synagogue, the Gentiles besought that these
words might be preached to them the next
sabbath. And the next sabbath day
came almost the whole city together to hear
the word of God. Acts 13:42-44. " And he

reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, and
persuaded the Jews and the Greeks. Acts

18 : 4.

18. How long did Paul, in Corinth, preach
“every Sabbath,” to Jews and Greeks?

And he continued there a year and six
ilionths. [Seventy-eight Sabbaths.] Acts 18:

19. How many Sabbath Day meetings are
specially mentioned in the Acts of the
Apostles?

Two in 13: 14, 44; one in 16:13; three in 17:2;
and seventy-eight in 18:4, 11; in all eighty-four.
More than are thus mentioned in any other book
of the Bible.

ON SUNDAY

1. There is no command in the Bible to
keep Sunday as a holy day, nor is it anywhere
called by a sacred title. '

2. How many times does the phrase, “first
day of the week,” occur in the Bible?

Eight times, viz.,, Matt. 28: 1; Mark 16: 1, 2,
9: Luke 24:1; John 20:1, 19; Acts 20:7, and
1 Cor. 16:2. Five of these, in the Gospels,
refer to the same day. :

3. Where is the first mention of any meet-
ing of the disciples on the “first day of the
week”?

Then the same day at evening, being the
first day of the week, when the doors were
shut where the disciples were assembled for
fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the
midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto
you. John 20:19. '

4. Were they together for worship, or to
celebrate the resurrection, or to keep the day
as a Sabbath? -

Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as
they sat at meat, and upbraided them with
their unbelief and hardness of heart, because
they believed not themi which had seen him
after he was risen. Mark 16:14 and Luke
24 : 36-43. )

They could not celebrate an event in which
they did not believe.

And they returned, and prepared spices and
ointments; and rested the sabbath day
according to the commandment. Luke 23:56.

5. Had the disciples kept the Sabbath the

previous day as usual?
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6. Where, then, is the only instance of a
meeting on “First Day,” after they believed
that Christ had risen? '

And upon the first day of the week, when
the disciples came together to break bread,
Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on
the morrow; and continued his speech until
midnight. Acts 20:7-13.

7. Since Bible days began and ended at
sundown, this meeting was on the night after
the Sabbath (“Saturday night”), not on Sun-
day night.

_ It was the evening that succeeded the Jew-
ish Sabbath. On Sunday morning the vessel
was about to sail.—Conybeare & Howson, Life
and Epistles of Paul, chap. 20.

8. Did Paul enjoin public collections, or

only private laying by on the first day of the

week ?

Upon the first day of the week let every
one of you lay by him in store, as God hath
prospered him. 1 Cor. 16:2, Meyer, ‘“the
prince of exegetes,” says: “‘Lay by him in
store,’ can not refer to the laying down of
money in the assembly,” and renders it, “Let
him lay up in store at home.” Three French
versions, the Italian, Portuguese, Spanish,
Swedish, Dutch, Douay Bible, Beza, Wycliffe,
and others render it in the same way.

9. Did Paul ever deny breaking the Sab-
bath and keeping the first day, or violating
any commandment of the Decalogue?

While he answered for himself, Neither
against the law of Jews, neither against the
temple, nor yet against Casar, have I offended
anything at all. Acts 25:8. (This was more
than two years after the meeting mentioned
in Acts 20:7.)

Summary of Facts About the Sabbath

1. “The 'sabbé.th was made for man” (man-
kind), at the close of creation. Gen. 2:2, 3.

2. “The seventh day is the sabbath of the
Lord thy God.” -Ex. 20:10. :

3. Christ kept it and taught his disciples
to regard it after his death. Matt. 24:20.

4. The apostles and disciples, both Jews
and Gentiles, kept it regularly. Acts 13:42,
44; 17:2; 18: 4. Eighiy-four such meetings are
specially mentioned in Acts alone.

5. Paul even denied ever secularizing the
i;bba’th, or keeping Sunday. Acts 25:8; 28:

Summary of Facts About Sunday

1. Only one meeting for worship on Sunday

is mentioned in the Bible. Acts 20:7. And

this on the first half of the day—“Saturday
night.” . The next day Paul traveled all‘ day.
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Two Commandments

1. “Remember the sabbath day to keep it
holy. The seventh day is the sabbath of the
Lord thy God.” Ex. 20:8, 10. .

2. “The first day of the week is the Chris-
tian Sabbath.”—Westminster Catechism.

Which Shall We Obey?

“We ought to obey God rather than men.”
Acts 5:29. ‘

This Bible reading may be had from the American
Sabbath Tract Society, 510 Watchung Ave., Plainfield,
New Jersey.- ' : o

CHILDREN'S PAGE

Mrs. Walter L. Greene. Andover, N. Y.

THE SABBATH
Dear Recorder Children:

Many, many years ago God gave to all the -

people of the world a most wonderful gift, the
Sabbath, for he knew that although people
could not be useful and happy without work,
they also needed time not only for rest but also
a time to come-to him for help and comfort,
a time to meet together for prayer and praise
and thanksgiving.

‘But there were many other things people
must know in order that they might live the
right kind of lives, free from sin and evil. God
saw that his people did not always do right
and so to help them to live better lives,

The Ten Commandments unto them he gave—
Ten laws as guidepdsts on the path of life,
Ten sentinels to ke their hearts from strife
And from the awfulness of sin to save.

Great laws for all the peoples of the land,

Not only for the Jews, his chosen band,

But for the countless nations.yet unborn.

No law more binding than the rest, but eac

An everlasting covenant to reach

To end of time from the eternal morn.

As you know, the Sabbath comes under
these ten God-given laws and is the fourth
great law. In part it says, S

“Six days shalt thou labor and do all thy work,
But the seventh day is the sabbath of.the Lord

thy God.”

Now as the years went by God saw that
though people were keeping the letter of the
law, that is, word for word as it was given,
their thoughts and actions were still sinful, and
their leaders kept adding new laws of their
own and making the Sabbath especially a but-
den to the people, punishing those who car-

ried the very smallest load on the Sabbath or

L T )




\

b
.
i
gv
{
Za
14
1
H

288—THE SABBATH RECORDER

even those who would heal the sick or comfort
the sorrowful on the Sabbath day.

So God gave to his people the greatest, most
wonderful gift of all. He sent his own be-
loved Son Jesus to show them by example and
precept how to live a perfect life, free from
all sin and evil. He went to the synagogues,
as the Jewish churches are called, to pray, to
preach, and read the Scriptures on the seventh
day, the Sabbath of God his Father; and on the
Sabbath he healed the sick, comforted the
sorrowing, set people free from their sins, and
sought to free God’s commandments from
man-made laws. All through his life on earth
he kept the Sabbath, the seventh day of the
week, and taught it to all he met, and after
him came his disciples, the apostle Paul, and
many others to keep and to lead others to keep
the Sabbath, the seventh day of the week. And
so we as Seventh Day Baptists are trying to
be faithful to the true Sabbath, commanded
by God and taught us by the example and pre-
cept of Jesus and those faithful ones who have
come after him. May God help us all to be
true to the teachings of Jesus.

And now I must close, dear Recorder boys
and girls, though I have several nice letters
from some of you which I'll have to leave
until next week to answer, since this is as you
know a Sabbath Rally number. In closing
here is a message for the boys and girls, taken
from the bulletin of the Shiloh Church, for
April 10. .

Yours in Christian love,

Mizpah S. Greene.‘

Say No!

If on some pleasant Sabbath day,

A playmate unto you should say,

“Prom Junior let us stay away, -

And spend the hour in fun and play,

Just say, “No!” A good, round, hearty No!
By this true manliness you'll show‘,’

And honor God by saying, ““No!

If Satan ever, passing by,

Should tempt to tell the smoothest lie,
Deceive your parents on the sly,

Don’t stop to argue what or why;

Just say, “No!” A good, round, hearty No!
By this true manliness you’ll show,

And honor God by saying, “No!™

And so of every path of sin

Your feet are prone to wander in,

For if the crown of life you'd win,

An evil habit ne’er begin;

Just say, “No!” A good, round, hearty No!
By this true manliness you'll show,

And honor God by saying, “No!”

—C. E. Pollock.
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OUR PULPIT]

SHARING THE SABBATH
By Rev. Herbert C. Van Horn

Corresponding Secretary, American Sabbath Tract
Society

Lesson: Hebrews 11: 1-16, 24-26, 32-40.
Texts: Genesis 12: 2b. I will bless thee
. and be thou a blessing.” Matthew 28:

.19., 20. “Go ye therefore, and make disci-
ples of all the nations . . . baptizing them

... teaching them to observe all things what-

soever I commanded you.”

In these texts we find encouragement and
duty in sharing the Sabbath truth with others..
The presence and help of him into whose
hands “all authority hath been given in
heaven and on earth™ assure us of the ulti-
mate triumph of truth. -

I. Background of Sabbath Sharing

1. Faith. There must be faith underly-
ing our interest and assurance. Past gen-
erations in our country were trained in a
faith. They learned more than the historical
fact of the landing of the Pilgrims in 1620;
more than that they came. There was the
fact that persecution, hostile enemiess dan-
gers, or hardships could not overwhelm the
soul in its search for freedom. The same was
true in “‘winning the West.” Out of the
faith of the Pilgrim fathers and those who
came after them have been realized the things
men have fought and struggled for—oppor-
tunity to develop, invent, establish; out of
it has come separation of church and state,
the rich heritage of Christians to worship
God according to the dictates of one’s con-
science, where there is none to destroy or
make afraid.

A part of our heritage is the Sabbath.
We do have a rich background in which our
faith rests: God, Christ, the Bible, the
Church, the “faith of our fathers, holy

faith.” Has our generation caught their step? -

A little girl had taken a basket of eggs and
roll of butter to the country store to ex-
change for needed groceries—in a day of
unrationed commodities and sixty-cent eggs.
At the conclusion of the trading the proprie-
tor said there were a few cents yet due her;
would she have some candy for it? *I think,”
she replied, “that the folks would  rather
have the money for the Sabbath school.”
Ah! She had got the step of the father and

‘buttressed by faith; hope, and love.
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mother back there in the home. I was to
learn as a young pastor of that home how
deeply Christian principles were held and
practiced there. As our children catch the

step of the Godly, Christian, Sabbath-keep-

ing home they are steadied and prepared to
carry on—to observe and to share the Sab-
bath with others. Oh, that like Paul we
might say, “I have kept the faith.”

2. Hope, another background. Too often
Seventh Day Baptists have lost courage and
neglected their message because hope of its
acceptance has been weakened or lost. “Hope
deferred maketh the heart sick,” may be a
bit of truth accounting for disregard of the
responsibility of -sharing the Sabbath. Back
of the faith of the fathers or accompanying
it was a hope of achieving, ultimately, the
goal toward which their faces were set. They

won. Our hope is in the ultimate triumph

of God’s will upon the earth. He had said,
“my -word shall not return unto me void,
but it shall accomplish that which I please,
and it shall prosper in the thing whereto
I sent it.”” (Isaiah 55: 11.)

Jesus said his purpose was to do his

Father’s will, and with hope he pointed his -

disciples to the fields that were white unto

harvest. “He that reapeth receiveth wages.” |

he declared, “and gathereth fruit unto life
eternal: that he that soweth and he that
reapeth may rejoice together. others
have labored and ye are éntered into their
labors.” (John 4: 34-38.) He sends us
forth unto no hopeless task; and it is he who
said, “Lo, I am with you always.”

3. Love. Underlying Sabbath sharing
there must be a love—love for God and
truth, love for Christ and one’s fellow man.
With a background of faith, hope, and love
we need never feat. As faith produced
generations that knew not the meaning of
“impossible,” so faith, hope (anticipation),

and love manifested in an overwhelming de-

gsire to do his will produce in our time a
generation that will view difficulties only as
opportunities for other triumphs of soul.
Such a generation will know no wavering, no
doubting. Nature, its elements of air, earth,
and water, was not conquered by doubts.
Witness airplanes, subways, and U-boats.
Nor are nations, denominations, or churches
built by doubters. - |

Sabbath sharing, in our time, must be
Let us
catch the step.
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II. Joys of the Sabbath

A discerning, Christian friend said to me,
some time ago, “Your Sabbath keeping seems
too much of the pattern of legalism.” He
observed that he had not found among us a
spontaneity and joyousness in Sabbath keep-
ing. While he appreciated and commended
our work in schools, churches, publications,
etc., he felt that in some way we had lost
joy out of our experience. Is that true? The
Sabbath was meant for our blessing; the
keeping of it should bring joy. |

We must hold tp the Sabbath out of more
than loyalty to God and his commandments,
important as it is, else we are justly judged
legalists. Loyalty is commendable, obedi-
ence desirable—but is there not something
beyond and: not precluding these?

When I was a boy my father insisted on
my working in the garden, among the beets,
carrots, onions, and other vegetables and
fruits. I confess to little joy in that garden-
ing. But when I became a man—had a
family with its responsibilitiess>my garden-
ing became a delight. True, I worked harder
than as a boy, now not from necessity in
keeping with obedience, but because I loved
my garden. Now no doubt I often bored my
visiting friends by ~taking them to the gar-
den, showing my peas, corn, tomatoes, and
“glads.” There is necessity in law—Paul
says it is the schoolmaster to bring us to
Christ. But when we have come to him,
in our joy and liberty, we do not throw
away the laws or principles. We learn cer-
tain letters and their combinations before we
can read. Thereafter, we get great satis-
faction in pursuing the classics, noble story,
or happy adventure—ne’er a thought of let-
ters or combinations, yet we do not throw
them away. Joy comes through this high
privilege of liberty.

It is observable, often, that they who have
newly found out the Sabbath come into an
experience which, like that of one’s first
finding Christ, sends them out exuberantly
to declare their discovery to others with a-
desire to share it with them. Such an ex-
perience usually results in their making their
community  Sabbath conscious. If we old-
time Sabbath believers do not have some-
thing of that spirit'and find something of that
joy which impels us to tell- others, then we
have lost something rich from our heritage.
Our need is again to pray with the Psalmist;
“Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation,
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and uphold me with thy free spirit. Then
will I teach transgressors thy ways, and sin-
ners shall be converted unto thee.” - (Psalm
51: 12, 13.) Then I believe we shall come
into the experience pictured by Isaiah 58:
13, 14, “If thou turn away thy foot from
the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my
holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the
holy of the Lord, honorable; and shalt honor
him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding
thine own pleasures ... . then shalt thou de-
light thyself in the Lord. ... . the mouth of
the Lord hath spoken it.”” Leanness of life,
of experience with the loss of joy in our
religion and the Sabbath are the results of

forgetting God, whose word is “Remember
the sabbath day . . . for God.”

III. Methods of Sharing

How shall we share this blessed truth with
others.

1. By our life. Let us live it.

A Sabbath no better kept than Sunday is
kept by our first day friends and neighbors
will not highly recommend itself to others.
“What has your Sabbath done for you that
our cbservance of the first day of the week
has not done for us?” they ask. If our
Sabbath fails to make us better Christians
than we would be without it, better neigh-
bors, churchmen, and citizens, then it will
not recommend itself very strongly to others.
We must live it consistently, whatever the
cost. “By faith Moses, when he was come
to years, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing rather to suf-
fer affliction with the people of God, than
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;
esteeming the reproach of Christ greater
riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he had
respect unto the recompense of the reward.”
Hebrews 11: 24-26.

2. By proclaiming it.

(1) Individually. Don’t keep still about
it when opportunity offers to speak up. We
are more than Baptists. When some one
inquires, let us not yield to any temptation
to say merely, “I am a Baptist.” Rather say
with self respect and Christian courage, if it
takes courage, “I am a Seventh Day Bap-
tist,”” one who believes in and observes the
seventh day of the week (Saturday to you)
as the Sabbath of God and of Christ—the

day set apart at the creation time by a wise
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heavenly Father for man’s good; the Sab-

bath sanctioned and designated in the fourth
commandment of the law of God; the seventh
day Sabbath exalted by the prophets; ob-

" served by Christ and the apostles; observed

by the apostolic church. There is a dig-
nity and a worth in a testimony like that.

As individuals, it may be proclaimed by
handing out a tract, or holding a Bible read-
ing with a neighbor, or by gathering inter-
ested neighbors or friends in a Sabbath
school discussion group on Sabbath after-
noon or other convenient time. Such a
method has borne fruit in a certain com-
munity where one of our lone Sabbath keep-
ers has been living. This sister has a group

meeting every Sabbath for a study of the
Helping Hand lessons. In a recent letter she

wrote the corresponding secretary of the
Tract Board that “We are having new be-
lievers join us right along and will soon have
enough to call our class a Sabbath school.
We had eleven present at our home this
last Sabbath and every one of them keeping
the Sabbath.” Two years ago she was the
only Seventh Day Baptist in the community.

(2) Organized ways. The American Sab-
bath Tract Society is an agency for promoting
godliness and especially in the production,
publication, and distribution of Sabbath and
other literature. One of its big tasks is put-
ting out the Sabbath Recorder. During its
history it has published millions of pages of
tracts, pamphlets, periodicals, and other lit-
erature which have been scattered unto the
ends of the earth. This society has also done
much field work by Sabbath evangelists,
through the years. Its present secretary has
covered much of the United States in field
effort, and through correspondence the
States, Canada, five continents, and some of
the islands of the sea. He regularly writes to
lone Sabbath keepers and men in war service.

(3) By extra-denominational affiliations:

as the Baptist Alliance, Federal Council,

World Council, International Religious Edu-
cation, missionary organizations.

3. By radio.

A new and, we hope, efficient and profit-
able way is being opened up for sharing the
Sabbath with others over the radio.

For two years the Shiloh Church has been

putting on a fifteen-minute weekly program
of church music and a sermon by the pastor
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——called the Gold Digger’s Hou}. The
Riverside Church, we understand, is doing
something of the same kind.

One of our recent-year converts in a Mis-
sissippi town, a strong-hearted lady, is spon-
soring a Sabbath afternoon program on the
local radio, in the interests of the Sabbath.
She is raising the money for it by her own
efforts and doing the speaking, largely. Some
transcriptions are being prepared for her use
by the Tract Board, among which tran-
scribed messages are topics, “Who Are These
Seventh Day ' Baptists?” “Why We Are
Seventh Day Baptists,” and the like.” What
couldn’t we do if we had that kind of Sab-
bath Christian spirit and worker in every
state! :

On a very recent Sunday our Conference
president spoke over the great Blue Network
to possibly a million or more of people, an-
nounced twice as “The President of the Sev-
enth Day Baptist General Conference.”
Twice on that program thousands heard of
Seventh Day Baptists, who did not know
before and can never again truthfully say,
“I did not know there was such a denomina-
tion.”” Yea, “Lift up your eyes . . . fields
white : . . 7, and, “I will bless thee . . . be

thou a blessing,” and “Go—I am with you.”

IV. Encouragements

Let us gird our loins and take courage.
There is much to encourage us. There is
Christ’s great commission to go, and his
promise to be with us always. His promises
are sure and never fail.

Then there is the fact that the Sabbath is
being preached on every continent and in
many islands. One of our nurses in the
Middle West—a lone Sabbath keeper, one
some of you saw baptized by President Skaggs
at Alfred in 1935—points out that the Sab-
bath is being preached in more than eight
hundred languages and dialects. How? By
Sabbath keepers who received the truth of
the Sabbath from two Seventh Day Bagtist
women, members of the Verona, N. ¥,

‘Church, sharing the Sabbath truth with

others. Today there are many, many groups
unattached to any denomination, keeping and
sharing the Sabbath with others. They may
not be of us, but they are loyal in their Sab-
bath testimony. Such groups or individuals
are to be found in every state of the Union

and of Canada.
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Take courage, therefore, and with new
hope and zeal press on in this our high
calling in Christ. “I will bless thee .

9

and be thou a blessing.” “Go ... I am with
you.” Amen. '
Plainfield, N. J.

GIVE THEM THE FACTS

He was an  honorary. chaplain to the
“forces,” serving the men within his parish,

and on each occasion, before leaving his vic- -

arage, he would slip a few Gospels and Testa-
ments into his pocket. At the conclusion of
his conversations, he would give invitations to
the men to come and discuss with him any
problems they had, or ask him questions.

While moving about the room, one of the
men came up to him, and said, “Well, Padre,
you asked us to come to you, and I have come.
There is very little that you can do for me,
however; for I have very little time for this
dope called religion.” '

“Well,” said the padre, “that’s a little bit
strong, isn't it? You sound as though you
were an atheist.” |

“I certainly am,” said the man; “‘and not
only that, I am a Communist too, and I know
how hollow this religious. stuff is.” -

When the padre began to discuss Commun-
ism and Christianity with the man, he found

‘that mere argument was not getting them

very far. Moreover, it was obvious -that the
man was very well read on the subject of
Communism and on most social problems. “I
read as much as I can,” said the soldier, “and
I think I can claim to have read everything
that Karl Marx ever wrote.” ’

“Have you read Mark’s Gospel?” asked the
padre. |

“I have told you that I have read every-
thing that Karl Marx ever wrote,” replied the
man. |

The padre took from his pocket a copy of
St.. Mark’s Gospel: ““Since you seem to enjoy
reading, would you be willing to read this
little book? It would not take you very long,
as you can see. It will perhaps help you to
know something about Jesus other than what
the Communists say about him.” |

“Thanks,” said the soldier; ‘I will read it
through, and let you ‘know what I think
about it.” |

A week later, the padre was there again,
and the same man came up to him and said,
“Padre, I am not going to apologize for what
I said last week, because I believed it was

-:l“ff . .
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true. But I would like to say thank you for
letting me read that little book. I have read
a good deal about Christ in Commuiiist books,
but I never knew the facts before. Why
didn’t I know them earlier? Have you any
other books like this one?”

“Yes,” said the padre; “here are a couple
of others.” He handed to the man the Gos-
pels of St. Luke and St. John.

Several conversations between the padre
and the man have since followed; and the
soldier has now read most of the New Testa-
ment, with the result that he has been re-
ceived into church membership.

—From Bible Record.

“ROOTED AND GROUNDED IN LOVE”

If there are “tongues in trees,” as Shakes-
peare said, then assuredly their message to
man is this: “Ye are all one body and sev-
erally members one of another.” For in-

stance:

Once there was a certain branch that had
been grafted on an old tree, and bore sound
and appetizing fruit, while the other branches
of inferior stock looked sickly. This proud
branch decided to become a tree in its own
right, so that men would give credit where
due. So it tore itself one day from the parent
tree. The old tree bled a bit at the wound,
but got over the separation in time. The

branch died.

There are men and women like this pur-
blind branch who cannot see that their very
life-blood is from the whole of society, and
who turn against the source of their strength
and seek to live alone. Let them remember

the independent branch.
And let nations remember it also.

Today we are thinking as never before
of the kind of world we want after victory
is won. Have not the trees the answer?
The ideal world we seek would be like a
great tree in structure, poised and balanced
against wind and storm.

Its trunk would be the very stock of hu-
manity, without regard for race or color.

Its branches would be the nations and
peoples—each finding a place in the sun,
each drawing sustenance from the whole,
and making its contribution to the whole.

Its leaves would be the myriads of indi-

viduals, each in his own way joining the
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best of heaven and the best of earth in the
laboratory of good will. Such a global tree
i)f nations would be “rooted and grounded in
ove.

Indeed, the day is coming when the peo-
ples of this world will be joined together
much after the manner of our own federal
union—our tree of national life.

Some day, the genius for government and
self-discipline which is Britain, the art of
living which 1is France, the scientific
thoroughness which is Germany, the passion
for social welfare which is Russia, the song

and laughter which is Italy, the patient wis-

dom, which is China, the diligence which is
Japan, and the practical idealism which is
America will be placed at the disposal of
mankind without let or hindrance.

How can I be sure of this? Because such
is the order of nature and the will of God,
as any tree will tell you if you stop and ask
the secret of its beauty, utility, and growth.—
William Wallace Rose, in the Times, bulle-
tin of the First Universalist Church of Lynn,
Mass.

SPRING SONG

(Music of Mendelssohn’s Spring Song)
By Eva Millar

Sing a joyous song of praise to God on high,
Who sendi1 the lovely springtime to the waiting
earth;
The fleecy clouds are floating o'er the sunlit sky,
And every living thing is tuned to mirth.
In field and woodland, far and near,
The early blossoms now appear,
Like angel faces sweet,
All gathered round our feet;
They lift our thoughts above,
They tell of God’s great love,
Whose blessings fall on great and small
Though far from him we rove;
Whose blessings fall on great and small
Though far from him we rove.
Yet more than these, the sacrifice outpoured,
The life laid down by Christ our Lord,
The cruel Cross for us he bore,
That we might live for evermore.
Sing a joyous song of praise to Christ our King
Who took away the shadows from death’s silent
portal, H .
That, like the fragrant blossoms of the lovely spring,
We too may rise, in peace and joy eternal with
our glorious King to be.
And praises to his glory sing for all eternity.
Rejoice, rejoice, in him alone rejoice;
His love, his love, shall ever tune our voice
Until all nations learn the song
And sing with us through ages long,
His praise alone for evermore,
His praise alone, for evermore.

* Battle Creek, Mich.
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A PRAYER !{
l i
For Those Absent in Time of War %i
|
|
Qur Father, bless all those who are absent !
o "?" mﬁﬂ_m}e ;fﬁ"‘%"‘f@g‘mwr from home in time of war. [Especially do we
pray for those in the armed forces, on land and S
sea, and in the air; for those in work camps and
prisen, in testimony against all war; for the mul- I
;' titude of military prisomers; for men, women, i
s and children in evacuation and concentratiom l
N L camps throughout the world. |
.,Bz{bﬂe §mmes on' he Saibbaﬁ:h Quesaon (Maam . gl
. pmma}i Sa@bathasm (L@was) Protect all these from harm. Deliver them
’T'he Sa@ba@h ({Bom‘l}’; | in temptation. Grant to them inmost peace,
A Emu d fm Bmie §may 'i-_({G.s:eeme}a '_ -unwavering courage, and a buoyant hope. !
i n Bring them safe home in due time. And grant
nth Dazy Ba@&s@s in a_.mmpe an@; Amemca ((2 J@ﬂ. ) ] i . , §
S to thy world such victories of righteousness as '
[ A Mian&afé. m S"V@ﬁ.&h D}ay B@@&s@ Pr@cedm'e ({’Qawamﬁpﬂ aﬁad l’»zummsﬁ’ ] .
o ' will ensure a lasting peace.
£ C@umwy E.,az.e i&@efshgp :(Da«m) | |
E __ ; ~;:{:..§€§ ‘z.:;md ( @g@a @ua‘,@%fﬂ% &ﬁ@ﬁ) Thr@ugh; Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.






