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one side and there we communed with the 
Lord, who gave victory, over sin. 

In closing let' me say tJ;tat from my early 
birth in Christ my heart has been tender to
ward the Holy Spirit, and he, the third Person 
of the Blessed Trinity, has finally entered and 
taken complete control of my life, because I 
did tarry and wait until! Now the fruits of 
the Spirit, according to Galatians 5: 22, 23, 
have a real place in my earthly pilgrimage. 
Nevertheless, since we lost the fear of the face 
of day, we are very bold against scribes and 
Pharisees, and their . leaven, which is hypocrisy. 
Our last words in this testimony are the words 
of Paul, die apostle: "There is therefore now 
no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law 
of sin and death .. (Romans 8: 1, 2). 

Schenectady, N. Y. 

WIHIO'§ WlH[O 
Raymond Prati 

Raymond Prati was born August 17, 1903, 
in Sale, Piedmont, Italy. He tells us that 
at the age of two years he was so sick that his 
coffin was ordered built. 

o 

His mother was of noble· blood. and charac
ter. She and her· kindred ;were aU good mu
sicians and pro(essionals in their trades. His 

father, he says, was "a man full of whims, 
more of, the worldly type," but a good build
Jng contractor. In religio~. the family was Ro
man Catholic, _but Raymond says his "mother's 
intelligence made her skeptical about the 
'mother church; and we were all in darkness." 

On the invitation of his· uncle who lived in 
Syracuse, N. Y., he came to America in 1920. 
"At the sight of the Statue of Liberty, the 
very air I breathed felt light and soothing, 
and even in my ignorance I looked up and 
thanked God." 

His spiritual awakening and conversion came 
in 1933, since when he has been a member 
of the Berlin, N.Y., Sevenfu Day Baptist 
Church, and actively connected with the mis
sion in Schenectady, N. Y. 

He was united in marriage with Miss Mar
garet Saunders of Boulder, Colo., in 1938. 
Accomplished musicians, both he and Mrs. 
Prati have dedicated their talents and lives 
wholly to the Lord. Their services are widely 
sought· after in mission and evangelistic work. 
There is no story he loves better to tell than 
that of Jesus and his love. 

SIoCUDl. - In New London, Conn., March 16, 
1944, John A. Slocum. 

John Anderson. Slocum, son of John and Susan 
(Pratt) Slocum~ was born at Escoheag, R. I., 
April 1, 1861. He died at the home of his niece, 
Mrs. J. R. Elderkin, at New London, where he 
had been a guest the past six weeks. He lacked 
but a few days of being eighty"three years of age. 
Mr. Slocum was twice married. His first wife 
was Miss Attana Langworthy. On May 15, 1915, 
he was united in marriage with Miss Hilma Ga ... 
brielson, who died in February, 1935. Mr. Slocum 
was a member of the Second Hopkinton Seventh 
Day Baptist Church for many years. For a long 
time he was a teacher in the Sabbath School. He 
is survived by a sister, Mrs. Evelyn Slocum Sprague 
of Ashaway, five nieces, and one nephew. 

MT. Slocum·s pastor, Rev. Trevah R. Sutton, and 
Rev. Harold R. Crandall, pastor of the Pawcatuck 
Seventh Day Baptist Church,· officiated at the 
funeral service. Interment was in First Hopkinton 
cemetery. H. R. c. 
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We believe .that the Sabbath of the Bible,· the· 
seventh day of the week, is sacred time, ante
dating .M oses and having the sanction. of J.esus; 
that it should be faithfully kept by all Chr~stians. 
as . a day of rest and worship~ a symbot- of 
·90d:1s presence in time:; a plet:{,ge of~_eternal Sab-
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WHAT IS ·THE ANSWER? . ,- . 

"Have you ever" is a simple phrase made up of very ~rdinary 
words, but it carries thoughts as deep as any human thoughts can go ; 
it carries thoughts of breadth as broad as all the people aridnatioDS 
upon the earth. 

Have you ever had that spiritual glow that enters a soul whose 
prayers have been wonderfully answered? 

Have you ever known the blessed peace of our earthly Sabbath 
rest? 

Have you ever entered into God's house to worship in so reverent 
a spirit that you were lifted close to the throne of the Father? 

Have you ever had, in your life, a sure call of the voice of God 
to greater duty? 

;Ha.ve you ever heard the Master say to you: "Well done !"? 

Have you ever had, within your heart, the longing to bring a 
friend to Jesus? 

Have you ever L~ If you never have do. not despair. Enter into 
communion with hini. to whom we send our petitions.: Pray for the 
power of his spirit within you. Face the future with th~ bold assurance 
that God will give .you the victory over sin and self and ·spiritual 
lethargy. Lift to him your heart for cleansing and seek his blessing. 

Have you ever! - If you ever have, give thanks to God for his
wonderful mercies unto you. Give him thanks in prayer ·and in testi-· 
mony. Give him thanks in a life lived' out in seeking and in finding 

. , 
eternal blessedness, in his kingdom, for other men. 
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.§ABBA TH RAJLlL Y . 
Sabbath, May 20~ as previously announced, 

has been designa~ed as Sabbath Ra,Hy Day. This 
issue of the Recorder is a Sabbath Rally issue. 
We believe yqu ~ill appreciate it. 

For more than a quarter of a century the 
American Sabbath Tract Society has sought to 
encour~ge the churches in promoting the Sab
bath by ()bservance of. Sabbath Rally Day or 
week. Dr. Edwin Shaw, while corresponding 
secretary of,~~.,,,~ociety, probably inaugurated 
the wholeso~¢":#C!d practical, plan ... : Always the 
Sabbath Recoitlerhas co-operated .. For many 
years, a Sabb~th ,supplement has been used
usua~ly of eight, pages.· Two o!three . times, 
the tncumbent: }edltor ·and secretary'has sought 
to use pastoral talent in developing the pro
gram. 

This year Victor W.· Skaggs was asked to 
take over the entire responsibility of the rest 
of the paper as well, as supplement. Though a 
young man, Mr. Skaggs, the· pastor of the Pis
cataway Church, has Seventh i"Day Baptist back
ground, good~, Ch,rist.ianeducational training, 
and experience in young people's activities. 
His efforts on this issue win in a· measure indi
cate his ability and promise as a rising young 
leader. We rejoice in him and his consecrated 
life and work. 

'Outside this editorial explanation, and the 
departments, the editorials are his and the var
ious contribution~_were selected. or-solicited. by 
him .. The supplement is entirely his. 

.§A18BA TH lBI4!Bs,slINGS 
Some have said. that there . is 'nothing new 

to be said about the' Sabbath day. It has been 
known and kept fot so; ~ong. There are strong 
indications,even insecUl~r findings, that there 
have. been Sa:bb~th ·keep~rs since .1ong. before 
the dawn . of written history. It is an'old in
stituti.on,. this·S:r-~t>a,th day. We, know pretty 
well Its eariy.hIs,tOty, among the Hebrf!w· peo
ple. We kn6wOf)t~ .place among the com
mandments of God 'given . on Mount Sinai: . 

" ""Relllemberthe's.abbath. day, to keep it holy. 
~ix days sh.alt thou .. ~abgf, .. ~nq do all thy ;work: put 
tbe S~V~1)tP: day. is. t~e, .s.a~b~th of the Lord.; ~hy God: 

in it thou shalt not do any work ... For in six 
days the Lord made heaven and earth the sea 
and all that in them is, and rested the se~enth day; 
wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and 
hallowed it!' . . 

Most of us know that the Christian Churdn 
in almost;:i~. no. t c. o~plete. entirety, kept th~ 
Sabbath dunng and unmedlately ·after tlie . life 
of the apostles. We . know, too that the Sab
bath h~s been kep. t by smaIl pr~testing groups 
ever since Sunday became accepted by tile 
larger. bodies of Christians. We ought to be 
able to trace the ~istory of God"s day down 
through the centurtes .. to the founding of the 
nrst Seventh Day Baptist Church in London 
in 1617. But that is not all we kUow or ought 
to .know. The Sabbat~ has a modern history. 
It IS kept today by several peoples such as Sev. 
enth Day Adventists, the Seventh Day' Church 
of God, German. Seventh Day Baptists, and 
Seventh· Day Bapttsts, and by innumerable un. 
attac~ed local congregations. No, there is 
nothIng new about the Sabbath. 

Yet . there are some things new--old but 
new. The Sab~athcomes to. us week by week, 
nt::.r'~verlast1ngly new~ It brings with it its 
own pleasures-.-new eaCh week. In it we find 
rest;. in .it we .find·strength; during its hours. 
w~ rene~ our: acquaintance and strengthen our 
frl.endshlp . wlthGod~ -lEach week ought to 
brtngus new values, new experiences, a new 
understanding of what God. has in store for 
t~ose who find delig~t in keeping.his holy day. 

. H<;»w shan we keep it -to experience tllese 
blessIngs? The past has. been fulllof, "Thou 
shaltn~t.'· The present is full of, "Do ~s you 
please. The future must be made full of,; 
. "Thou shalt." . Thou s~alt: worsnip the Lord 
thy Good and hUll . only shalt thou serve. Thou 
shalt haJe rest from labor. Thou shalt keep 
the Sa:bl:iath from· :even unto even. Thou shalt 
spend time·in me.Clita.tion and prayer and study· 
of . the Holy S.crlpture~.. Thou shalt, :visitthe 
sick and the aged and the· sorrowing.· ... AU in· 
.a11, thou sltalt "stu~yto .showthys(!lf app~()ved 
unto God,a·wotkiria~ thatneedeth, not ·to be 
a~h~nie~ ... " . The Sabbath is not a.clayo~ 
whIch t~ long. to do the. things which, have 
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been . forbidden.' It is nota <lay for ·rIanning 
for the week's work. It is a day <> rest· of . 
mind and heart and body-a renewal, an up- . 
surging of the soul, a nearness to God. 

Here is the crux! It ,is not a system of do 
this and don't do this-not thou shalt or thou 
shalt not-nor yet is this a system of do as 
you please. This is a higher and better Sab
bath keeping. It is placed on the level of love 
-the level of Christ. It is based on the· desire 
of the Christian to reach as near to God as he 
can, that God may lift him still closer. It is a 
system of continual decision for Christ and 
the Sabbath .. It is founded on Christian love. 
Its basic idea is ,expressed in two paragraphs: 

On the Sabbath day, anything that takes your 
mind from the things of God; 3:nything, act or 
thought or object, that takes your mind to the 
work of the week; anything that raises disturb
ing thoughts will leave you poorer in spiritual 
value, will lessen your power, will detract from 
your ability to serve, will destroy a part of the 
divine blessing that comes from lovingly obey
ing our heavenly Father. 

On the Sabbath day, anything that raises the 
feeling of worship, anything that promotes the 
welfare of the soul, anything that is definite 
service in the kingdom is of value in building 
in your heart a sanctified Sabbath. 

Think not that spiritual l,ife is denied to 
those who do not know the Sabbath. Think' 
not that you have reached nearel to God than 
they. But know that the Sabbath, kept holy 
because of divine love in your heart, will lift 
you· to new levels of life. Know that it can 
lift them to undreamed of heights. Know that 
the saints of old might well have reached near
er' to the throne of God if they had found it in 
their hearts to make use of the blessing God 
has bestowed upon us-His holy Sabbath day. 
Know that this day, through God's blessing, 
may give you new and_nobler strength, new 
faith, new hope,. a new spirit, and greater op
portunities fo,! service in the kingdom of God. 

.~ 

A SABBATH SEAL 

For years we have had dinned into our ears 
and held before our eyes; the values of adver
tising. It has become a settled maxim in. the 
business world that to sell, a product must be 
brought before those who can· use it by adver
tising. Advertising creates a demand. 

This is true in other fields. An idea cannot 
spread unle~s it is talked' about. and . written 
down and passed from hand to hand. We can
not find new converts to the belief in the Sab-

bath of God by waiting for them· to . come to 
us. We, must let them know that there are Sab
bath keepers in the world today. 

Two years ago, a Sabbath seal was printed 
under the auspices of the American Sabbath 
Tract Society lor use i~':.corFe,sEoJ;ldence·.an&:iI;1 

'other semi-public ways.'Collsioer ·the'c possibil':; 
ity that a seal might bring home the Sabbath 
truth to a man or woman who does not know 
it. Recipients of letters, postal clerks, mail
men might find a bit of inspiration to inquire 
into the matiere Some might find here the first 
suggestion they have ever seen that such a be-
lief is in the minds of men. . 

There is still a quantity of· seals on hand. 
They are attractively printed. in color. One is 
reproduced here in black and white for you 
to see. 

They come in sheets of twenty. They may be 
obtained by writing to the Recorder Press, 510 
Watchung Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. The cost 
is one cent per seal. 

ILJET UJS llNWH1iIE IP>JEOIP'ILJ& 
By Rev. Loyal F. Hurley 

Since Seventh Day Baptists are just like 
most regular Baptists it is a truism among us 
that the only reason we have for separate exis
tence is the Sabbath. Most of us are aware 
that we are too hesitant about proclaiming. the 
Sabbath. We are not aggressive· enough, either. 
regarping the Sabbath or regarding evangel-: 
ism. So let us invite, people-

i. To Keep the Sabbath. 
If folks. accept the authority of the Bible-

there is no sacredn~~s ·a"ou~. Sunday. One of 
the leading ministers ofRiv~rside said to me, 
· 'Of course, L. F., according to the Bible you 
folks are right and the· rest .. of us are wrong, 
but I don't· think it makes .. any ,difference.'" 
But he, is one. of the group who does not accept 
the .. binding authority of Go.rs· Word .. Unless. 
folks are born-again people who accept Bible 
authority there is no use talking aoout the 
Sabbath to them. But mtelligent Bible . shl:- . 
dents just seem to believe· yve ar~right, evert, 
though they class us as· a losing minority. One 

II 
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of the most brilliant professors of Redlan~s 
University said to me in his home~ "Yes, 
Brother Hurley, theologically you folks are 
right and the rest of us are wrong. I wish the 
change had never been made, but since it is 
made I do not see what we can do about it." 
The only thi~g that can be done about it is to 
invite men to keep it! And demonstrate its 
value ourselves! So let us invite people-

ll. To Keep the Sabbath Positively. 

Too often we present Sabbath keeping as a 
matt~r of "Thou shalt not." It isn't enough 
to ask folks not to do this, and not to do that. 
.Folks quit work on the Fourth of July, but that 
doesn't make it a Sabbath. It is what we put 
in, not what we leave out, that gives the Sab
bath its sacred meaning. Jesus put into the 
Sabbath all the wealth of love and service, not 
merely the absence of lahar and activity. I 
have enjoyed the story of the newlyweds who 
were eating the bride's first cake. The husband 
took a bite, and then in consternation asked 
his wife what was the matter. She replied, 
"Why, I don't know dear. The paregoric and 
and the ipecac are 'not in the kitchen cabinet; 
I'm sure I left them out." "Dear wife," he 
replied, "it is not anything you left out' that 
makes it taste like this!" Yes, and it is not 
what we leave out of the Sabbath, but what 
we put in, that gives it its true Sabbath flavor. 
An A~ti-Saloon League worker back in New 
York said to me one Sabbath morning, "I 
think it takes more backbone to keep Sabbath 
than it does to ke~p Sunday. That's why you 

Seventh Day Baptists average higher --:Othan the 
rest of us." He knew that Sabbath keepers 
had something, whether he could explain why 
they had it,or not. But that something came 
out of the consecration and sacrifice, the wor
ship and serviCe and love that they put into 
their Sabbath keeping. So let us invite people-

In. To Keep the Sabbath for Love's Sake. 
Too mucp of Sabbath teaching is pure legal

ism. Folks are told that if they do not keep 
the Sabbath they are lost; that they are saved 
only by keeping the commandments, ··especially 
the fourth. But if they know anything of 
grace they wiIl quote, "by the works of the 
law shall no flesh be justified." Galatians 2: 
16. Or else, "For· by grace are ye saved. 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it 
is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man 
should boast." Ephesians 2: 8, 9. The only 
sound gospel approach is the appeal to love. 
"For this is the love of God that we keep his 
commandments: and his commandments are 
not grievous." 1 John 5:c 3. Before one is born 
again he wants to do his own will. When one 
is born of God he wants to do God's will, be-. 
cause the Lord has come to dwell in his heart. 
"And hereby we do know that we know him, 
if we keep his commandments. He th~t ' 
saith, I know him, and keepeth not his· com
mandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in 
him." 1 John 2: 3, 4. "If a man love me, he 
will keep my words,", said Jesus. Let ~s in
vite people to keep the Sabbath positively for 
love's sake. 

. Corr-espondence should be addressed to Rev. William L. Burdick. Ashaway. R. li. 
- Checks and money orders should be drawn to the order of Karl G. Stillman. Westerly. R. I. 

WIHIY (()·BSIElRWJE TIHI'JE SA~1EA 'IflHl? 
The American Sabbath Tract Society has ar

ranged that May 20 be observed· as Sabbath 
Rally Day and has asked all contributingedi
tors to unite in making it such. This means, as 
the writer understands it, that all departments 
have at least one item bearing on the Sabbath 
question, "in the' May 8 issue in preparation 
for Rally Day on May 20." The contributing 
editor of theMissionsPepartment, as· always, 

. is glad to co-operate.· , 
The question is often raised' in mind, ,if not 

. expressed' in 'words, • 'Why was' the Sabbath 
instituted?" Christ answers this 'question when 
he says, "The Sabbath was made for man." 

'" 
Though the Word declares that < 'Christ is Lord 
of the Sabbath," like everything elS'e, it was. 
made for man's good, and its observance not 
to be a burden, much less a punishment. When 
we ask what are the benefits of the Sabbath to 
man, we find that it is intended to· minister to 
his physical, intellectual, and spiritual natures~ 
and to make life better and more joyous in ev
ery way. 

1., The Sab~ath was instituted as a memorial 
of creation. . 'So God created man in his own 
image, in the image· oJ God created he him: 
male and female created, he them" (Genesis 1: 
27). "Know yenot ,that ye are the temple 'of 
God,. and that the Spirit of God . dwelleth in 
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you?" (1 Corinthians 3: 16). "Beloved, now 
are we the sons of God" (1 John 3": 2). We 
often forget that the -Sabbath is a memorial. 
The passover was a memorial of God's deliv
erance of the children of Israel. The Fourth 
of July is the memorial of the Declaration of 
Independence on the part of the American 
colonies. In like manner, the Sabbath is a 
memorial of man's creation in God's own 
image. It reminds us of our manifold temporal 
blessings, the marvelous powers with which 
we are endowed, the hopes for a glorious fu
ture, and the Father who gives all, even Christ 
our Savior. 

2. The Sabbath was given as a day of 
physical rest. "For in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them 
is, and rested the seventh day; wherefore the 
Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it" 
(Exodus 20: 11). "And they returned, and 
prepared spices and ointments; and rested the 
sabbath day according to the commandment." 
(Luke 23: 56). Man needs rest of body and 
mind, and when he fails to take it, he is sin
ning against nature and the God who insti
tuted the Sabbath. 

3. This brings us to a third reason why the 
Sabbath was instituted. One of the chief pur
poses of the Sabbath is worshi p and the de
velopment of man's higher nature. Christ set 
us an example in this matter. In Luke 4: 16 
we read, "And he came to Nazareth, where he 
had been brought up; and, as his custom was, 
he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, 
and stood up for to read." This does not mean 
that man should neglect his religious nature 
all the week. All his activities during the week 
should be so conducted as to develop his spir
itual nature; but in addition to this he needs 
one day when he can devote himself largely to 
worship, the study of God's Word, and medi
tation on his relation to God and his duties to 
God and man. 

In conclusion, we should always keep before 
us that the Sabbath was given in love for man's 
good; that the Sabbath is a very old insti9-Ition, 
antedating sin; and that upon its observance de
pends the welfare of individuals and nations. 

- W . .L. B. 

lFUNDAlV1JENT AI. MOTnn&S HW T1HIJ& 
1&l\TII1ERPRIlSE O-lF' C1HmHSTIA~MHSSHONS 

By Rev. T. J. Van 'Horn 

The Psalmist once exclaimed in apparent 
:aIann, "If the foundations be destroyed, what 
:Shall :the righteous do ?" Our faith in the 

". 

Founder of our religion assures us against fear 
that it will be destroyed. But it does seem to 
us sometimes that the foundations are being 
shaken by the fierce assaults of the foe. It may 
be worth while, then, to think prayerfully of 
some basic things upon which we must rely in 
mission work, about which I am ·asked to write. 
So it will be apropos to recall that love is the 
primary, impelling motive in our missionary 
work. 

After a few years of work on the home 
field, I was called to the China Mission. While 
I was considering this call, I was asked by a 
returned missionary, "Do you love the Chi
nese?" That was a legitimate question and
may have had something to do with my reject
ing that call, as well as the one that came to 
me a few years later. For a deep, unwavering 
love for God Ci:nd a passion akin to that which 
God has for a sinful world must be the moti
vating force that drives the missionary to his 
holy work. As an earnest seeker he will find 
unmistakable intimations of this truth all 
through the Bible until it shines out brilliantly 
in this illumination (John 3: 16), "For God 
so loved the world that he gave his only be
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life." 

A love for such a God, a God who "so 
Joved" that he gave the dearest object of his 
affection, must burn in the heart of th~ .mis
sionary first of all. The first commandment, 
"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind, and with all thy strength," is that 
to which he must yield spontaneous obedience. 
Obeying this, will "follow as the night the 
day," obedience to the second commandment, 
"Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." 
Such love will not be a mere sentimental emo
tion or an evanescent abstraction. It will be a 
"love seeking intimate contact with that Being 
who "so loved," and it will find expression in 
obedience to Jesus' command, "Go ye into -all. 
the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature ... 

Will it not be an exhilarating experience for 
the missionary, as he goes in obedience to the 
command of his great Captain, to tell the 
world about the quality· of God's love? The 
omnipotent God who made the world and all 
that is therein, the omniscient God who knows .. 
all about. the corruption of the human heart, 
the God who notes the sparrow's fall and so 
does not neglect the least of all his children
a God like that "so loved" you that he gave 
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the fondest object of his affection to save you 
from eternal death. Yes, it was a sinful world· 
that God loved: Jesus said, "1 came not to calI 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance. OJ It 
was a world reeking in filth: Jesus _. reached 
forth his hand anci touched the leper, and he 
was -cleansed. It was a world in cruel rebellion 
against God,: Jesus prayed, «Father, forgive 
them; they know not what they do:' Marvelous 
to tell, it was such a God who loved the 
world, and to express the measure of it, he 
sent his only Son to save it from its sordid sin
fulness, its :filth, and rebellion. Paul was pre
eminent as a preacher of this gospe1. I think 
how he almost choked with emotion as he 
wrote to the Roman Christians, "But God 
commendeth his love toward us that while we 
were yet sinne~s, Christ died for us." 

I t is love of that quality that must move 
every missionary of the gospel. It is a love that 
recognizes no barriers of race or color. It is a 
love that has learned the art of loving the un
lovely. It will follow in simple obedience the 
primal command of the Great Leader, ""Love 
your enemies," as he loyed and prayed for his 
enemies while they nailed him to -the cross. It 
will emulate th-e example of the little girl 
~ho prayed, "'God, make Hitler a good man." 

The kind of love of which we are now 
thinking suggests another elementary question. 
The answer is cfound in Jesus' estimate of a hu
man soul. It was at a deplorable discount when 
he came to earth. But he Wsaw a value in life 
beyond compare. His discerning love knew 
that underneath the repulsive skin of the leper 
there was -a life akin to God and it was crying 
out for cleansing. He saw beyond the external 
polish of the rich young man what wa"s of in
finitely more value than the wealth that was 
dragging him down to ruin. His love recog
nized in the educated Nicodemus as much the 
need of regeneration as was seen in the foul 
leper. For to every life, without regard to its 
physical, social, or economic grade, he said, 
· "What shall it profit a man !f he· shall gain 
the whole worla and lose hIS own soul, or 
what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul ?" 

Until a missionary gets such an estimate of 
human life, he is poorly equipped for service. 
Such emphasis on Jesus' value of a soul is of 
special importance at this tragic state of so
ciety, when propaganda of hate is thought nec
essary in the prosecution of the' war, . and when 
stories of mass murder confront us 'and are 
told so casually. Let it be repeated that Jesus' 
estimate of life must profoundly stir the heart 

of a missionary. In no other way can you ac
~o~t for ~e work ?f Livingstone, ending as 
It dId on hIS knees In the heart of Africa. It 
was ·that impulse that drove Albert Schweitzer 
to surrender·· the prospects of an attractive and 
lucrative musical career, and to decline the of
f~r of teaching in any of the universities of 
Europe, -that he might devote himself to the 

- lowest grade of lif~ in the jungles of Central 
Africa. i' 

Knowing Jesus' value of a soul moved th~ 
hearts of that honored list of people who have 
given their lives for the soul~ of Chinese men 
and women, boys and girls. There may be 
time to call the roll of workers whose names 
are household words in Seventh Day Baptist 
homes-Carpenter, Wardner, Randolph; Da
vis, Swinney, Burdick, Palmborg, Crandall, 
West, Shaw, Davis, Thorngate. But this will 
not suffice to tell of precious lives saved for 
eternity. 

May the church of the living Christ bestir 
itself in this tragic hour. 

God of the nations, hear our call 
Thou who art the Father of us all; 
Show us our part in thy great plan 
For the vast broth~rhood of man. 

In plastic fa-rm the nations lie; 
For moulding unto us they cry; 
May we their urgent summons heed, 
And gladly go to meet their need. 
May we as nations blessed with Jight 
Be ever truer to the right; - . 
That nations in out life may see 
The power that wec;derive from thee. 

A PRAYIBR 

By Pe-a:rI~ Halladay 
o Father, thou wilt not forg~~ us now; 
Through all the years thy strength 9ast been 

our stay; _ 
Help us look up and see the sky above; 
Take from our hearts all fear, and guide our feet 

Today. 

Help "us to know thy hand held out 'in love 
Is reachirig to all -nations, fa.r and wide; 
And as we kneel in penitential prayer, 
Oh, help us k~ow and in thy truth abide 

This day. 
Speak to our hearts, 0 God, and let us know 
If this be coming dawn or eventide. 
Let us send forth both kindly thought and deed 
To those afar-and those close at our side, 

Today. 
And if iIi some land far across the sea, 
Some loved one sinks into his_ q.uiet rest, 
Help us remember in our grief and pain 
They first are yours and thou dost love them best~ 

Through aU the' days. 
Stevens Point, Wis. 

.. 
~ . . 
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IN IFORlViIATK ON, PLEASE! 

By Gladys Randolph Vincent 

Do you believe in the BIBLE? 
Do you believe we should obey God? 
Do you believe the Ten Commandments are 

the word of God? 
Does anyone, you or your friends, think it 

would be all right with God for you to steal 
once in a while? 

How about going down town and killing 
some one you don't like? "No! no!" you say 
immediately. "That would be wrong. That 
would be disobeying God's law, the Ten Com
mandments," if you have Jearned about the 
Bible and its teachings. 

Yet millions of people thoughtlessly use 
the first day of the week for their special day 
of worship. Did you ever notice that in do
ing this they have broken the commandment 
in which God used ninety-four words to make 
it very clear we are to remember the seventh 
day is the Sabbath? With the exception of the 
"Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven 
image," commandment of ninety-one words, 
no other comrn·andment has over thirty-three 
words in it. God must have intended to have 
it made clear to us-what the Sabbath day is, 
when it comes, and how it is to be kept.. Sure
ly if you read that comman'dment carefully, 
you can find no other way of interpreting it. 
And most certainly there is no place in the 
Bible which says God changed his mind and 
decided to use the first day of the week instead. 

I am r:eminded of a teacher, a dear friend, 
who came to visit us one day. She said to my 
mother, "Why do you keep the seventh day 
instead of the first day as most people do?" 
My mother replied, "It has been given to us 
to keep by the Word of God, in the Ten Com
mandments (Exodus 20) and," she continued, 
"if I kept. Sunday, Amy, I should have to be 
a Catholic and believe that the pope had the 
power to change the day. Taking my orders 
direct from God' s Word, I keep the seventh 
day for the Sabbath." Sad to say, Amy be
came a Catholic. My mother has always felt 
bad about this, for she thinks if she had talked 
more with Amy, who was .evidently confused 
and was sincerely inquiring, she might have 
kept the Sabbath. HOh, do take time to ex
plain to those sincerely inquiri.ng," she says. 

I have another story to tell, one which I 
treasure. While at a university town taking 
some advanced educational work, a Catholic 
acquaintance invited us to go to mass one Sun
day. This acquaintance, of Catholic faith by 
adoption in later life, realizing our interest and 
curiosity about her faith, asked us to meet the 
priest after the services. We passed the altar, 
knocked, and were bidden to enter the ante
room. After the introductions, the priest notic
ing we had not made the proper signs said, 
in his most cordial manner, "And of what 
faith are you?" "Seventh Day Baptist," we 
replied. I shall never forget the comment of 
this learned man and the tone in which he 
said, «Ah! you follow Jesus Christ; all the 
rest follow us." 

Ask any learned man who has sincerely 
studied the Bible, and he will tell you the 
truth. There is no part of the Bible which 
gives authority from either God or Jesus for 
the keeping of the first day of the week, not 
even the Easter passage which distinct! y reads: 
"In the end of the sabbath as it began to dawn 
toward the first day," they came and he was 

_ gone. He didn't arise on Sunday. He was 
gone. All four of the gospel writers tell the 
same story. Surely they could not all be 
wrong. 

One first day pastor told a group that he 
followed the New Testament and Christ's 
teachings. "W e believe in love as Christ 
taught it, and not the law," he said. But Christ 
tells us he cam~ from God the Father and, 
"1 am come not to destroy the law ... but to 
fulfil." (Matthew 5: 17.) "But if ye believe 
not his [Moses'] writings, how shall ye be
lieve my words?" (John 5: 47.) Do you sup
pose that pastor could have, by chance, missed 
chaper 5 of the Gospel of St. John? 

When you have inquiring friends of the first 
day faith, have you ever heard them, in de
fending thems~lves, say, "But. the calendar has 
been changed many times; how do you know 
you are keeping the seventh day as God meant 
it, and as Christ kept it?" 

The question I will confess did confuse me 
a little, but it was beautifully answered today 
by my pastor. * "In all ·the changing of the 
calendar the numbered days of the month 
have been changed many times and even the 
--

*Rev. james L. Skaggs. Salem Seventh Day Baptist 
Church. ~ 
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Our hearts are hushed in silent praise, 

Our eyes are turned upward to gaze 

At skies that, by the sun 'Js" last rays, 

Enlighten us .this day of days, 
, . 

This day, thy Sabbath day. 
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SABBATH WORSHIP 
This program is presented as a suggested form to be adapted for use in Seventh Day Baptist 
churches and in Seventh Day Baptist homes on Sabbath Rally Day. Let it serve to unite 

us in thought and in worship. 

SABBATH RALLY DAY - MAY 20, 1944 

PRELUDE-(Medley of Sabbath hymns) 
(Selected) 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
This is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God. Re, 
joice and be glad in it. Seek him while he may 
be found. Call ye upon him while he is near. 
Exalt him and worship at his footstool, for 
he is holy. 

OPENING HYMN-(Tune-Old Hundreth 
L. M.) 

. From all that dwell below the skies, 
Let the Creator's praise arise: 
Let the Redeemer's name be sung 
Thro' every land, by every tongue. 

Eternal are thy mercies, Lord; 
Eternal truth attends thy word; 
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore 
Till suns shall rise and set no more. 

INVOCATION 

Amen. 
(Isaac Watts) 

Father in heaven, hear our praise. Find within 
us the great joy that attends thy worship on thy 
holy day. Fill us with the water of life. Endow 
us with power for service. Give us, in this 
hour, true convictions and renewed strength. 
Help _ us to share the -joys of worship. In the 
name of the Savior. Amen. 

TEN COMMANDMENTS 
lLeader--And God spake all these words, saying, 
Unison-I am the Lord thy God, which have 

brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of bondage. 
Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 
Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven 
image, or any likeness of anything th~t is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, 
or that is in the water under the earth; 
Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor 
serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity' of the fathers 
upon the children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate, me; 
And shewing mercy unto thousands of them 
that love me, and keep my commandments. 
Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 
Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy _:work: 
But the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord 
thy God: in it thou shalt. not do any work, thou, 

nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, 
nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy 
stranger that is within thy gates: 

_ For in six days the Lord made heaven and 
-,. earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and 
rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord 
blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. 
Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days 
may be long upon the' land which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee. 
Thou shalt not kill. 
Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
Thou shalt not steal. 
Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbor. 
Thou shalt not covet tliy neighbor's house, thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbor·s wife, nor his man' 
servant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his 
ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbor's. 

GLORIA PATRI· 

RESPONSIVE READING 
Leader--After six days the work of creation was 

ended. For on the seventh day God ended his 
work which he had made; and he rested on the 
seventh day from all his work which he had 
made. 

People--And God blessed the seventh day, and 
sanctified it: because that in it he had rested 
from all his work which God created and made. 

Leader--Thus saith the Lord, Keep ye judgment, 
and do justice: for my salvation is near to 
come, and my righteousness to be revealed. 

People--Blessed is the man that doeth this, and 
the son of man that layeth hold on it; that 
keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and 
keepeth his hand from doing any evil. 

Leader--Thus said the Lord unto me, Go and 
stand in the gate of the children of the people, 
whereby the kings of Judah come in, and. by the 
which they go out, and in all the gates of .. 
Jerusalem; 

People---And say unto them, Hear ye the word 
of the Lord, ye kings of Judah, and all Judah, 
and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, that enter 
in by these gates. 

Leader--Thus saith the Lord, Take heed to your~ 
selves, and bear no burden on the sabbath day, 
nor bring it in by the gates of Jerusalem;' neither 
carry forth a burden out of your houses on the 
sabbath day, neither do ye any work, but hallow 
the sabbath day, as I commanded your fathers. 

People--But they obeyed not, neither inclined 
their ear, but made their neck stiff, that they 
might not hear, nor receive instruction. 
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1Leader--And it shall come to pass, if ye diligently 
hearken unto me, saith the Lprd, to bring in 
no burden through the gate of this city- on the 
sabbath day, but hallow the sabbath day, to 
do no work therein; then shall there enter into 
the gates of this city kings and princes sitting 
upon the throne of David . . . and this city 
shall remain for ever. 

1l?eople--And they shall come from the cities of 
Judah, and from the places about Jerusalem, and 
from the land of Benjamin, ancL.from the plain, 
and from the mountains, and from the south, 
bringing burnt offerings. and sacrifices, and meat 
offerings, and incense, and bringing sacrifices 
of praise, unto the house of the Lord. 

JLeadel'--If thou turn away thy foot from the sab .. 
bath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; 
and call the sabbath a delight. the holy of the 
Lord, honorable; and shalt honor him, not 
doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own 
pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: 

People---Then shalt thou delight thyself in the 
Lord; and I will cause thee to ride upon the 
high places of the earth, and feed thee with the 
heritage of Jacob· thy father: for the -mouth of 
the Lord hath spoken it. 

lLeader--But if ye will not hearken unto me to 
hallow the sabbath day, and not to bear a bur' 
den, even entering in at the gates of Jerusalem 
on the sabbath day; then will I kindle a fire 
in the gates thereof, and it shall devour the 
palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be quenched. 

1?eople---We will keep holy the ·sabbath of God. 

:;: * * 
Leader--And Jesus said unto them who were 

nearby, the sabbath was made for man and not 
man for the sabbath: therefore the Son of man 
is Lord also of the sabbath. 

1?eople---And he was teaching in ""one of the syna' 
gogues on the sabbath, and behold, there was a 
woman which had a spirit of' infirmity eighteen 
years, and was bowed together, and could in no 
wise lift up herself. 

ILeader--And when Jesus saw her, he called her 
to him, and said unto her, Woman thou art 
loosed from thine infirmity. And he laid his 
hands on her: and immediately she was made 
straight, and glorified God. Q 

l?eople---And the ruler of the synagogue answered 
with indignation, because that Jesus had healed 
on the sabbath day, and said unto the people, 
There are six days in which men ought to work: 
in tnem therefor~ come and be healed, and not 
on the sabbath day. 

Leader--The Lord then answered him, and said, 
Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of you on 
the sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the 
stall, and lead h,im, away to watering? And 
ought not this woman, <'-being a~>daughter of 
Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, 10, these 
eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the 
sabbath day? . . 

I?eople--And when he had, said the~e things, all . 
his adversaries were ashamed: and all the peQple 
rejoiced for all the glorious things that were 
doIle by hilll' . . , . 

JLeade~Si~ days thou shalt do thy work, and- on 
the seventh day . thou shalt rest: That thine ox 

and thine ass may rest, and the son of thy 
handmaid. and the stranger - may be refreshed. 
Keep the sabbath day to sanctify it, as the LordI 
thy _God hath commanded thee. 

Unisoll-We will keep the sabbath day to sanc ... 
tify it, as the Lord our God has commanded us. 
We will not turn oqr feet from it. We willl 
call the holy of the lord a delight and rejoice 
that we may thus serve our God. 

(Adapted from selections from Genesis, Exodus .. 
Deuteronpmy, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Mark, and Luke). 

SPECIAL MUSIC-ttSabbath Rest" 
(See pages IV and V of Supplement) 

SCRIPTURE LESSON-Matthew 5: 13-20 

PRA YER HYMN-·_"Just For Thy Blessing 
Now We Pray" (see back cover of Recorder) 

PRAYER 
Dear Lord of all. men, we know that thou art; 
with us here, for we have thy promise and we 
feel thy presence. Bend down and purge us with. 
the fire of thy holy presence. Cleanse our hearts 
of wickedness that we may, bow before thee in 
reverent awe. Bring us to true repentance by 
thy grace. Teach us that we may live in thy 
presence continuously. Show us thy great mercy. 
Forgive our sins and lead us into service in thy 
kingdom. , 
Help us to beal:' the yoke of truth. Guide thou 
our feet into itS w\y. Arm us with the breast .. 
plate of, righteousness and the shield of faith. 
Crown us with salvation and keep us for thy 
name's sake. 
We thank thee, Father, for thy gifts, to us. 
We thank thee for the love and forgiveness thatt 
fill our hearts. We pray that, by thy power 
within us, we may treat our brethren in like 
manner as thou hast tre'ated us. Help us to 
share, to give, to understahd, to forgive, to cheer" 
to succor all men who need our aid. 
On this holy day our thoughts turn. in loving 
compassion to those in -peed-the poor, the sick::. 
the .. sorrowing, the homeless; but especially we 
pray for thy servants, men from all lands who 
face their countries' en_emies on the battlefronts 
of the world. We . pray for them, enemies andi 
friends alike, that thou wilt comfort them in dig... 
tress. Stay their minds. Give them new visioill. 
Lead them through this path of qeath in the 
way of life. . 'Strengthen .them in the hope of in 
n·ew and better world here, and in the assurance 
of a' bright hereafter. Keep tp.em. close to thee 
in spirit, that in the midst of temptation they 
·may be found faithful. , 
Father, watch over our worship on this Sabbath 

. day. '., Lift all our· hearts· in union, praising thee 
for -the gift of holy "time. Teach us its. value. 
Convince us of its truth. Lead us in its ob
servance. Guide .• ' us as we work to take the 
Sabbath to men for, whom it was made. 
Bless us; uphold us; find for us service for thee. 
We pray in· tpe spirit of Jesus Christ that tbw 

. will may be done in us. Amen. ' 

WORSHIP IN GIVING 

'-...,..' 
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• 
(Selected) 

Prayer of Gratitude--Master of life; thou art 
Master of us and of ours. We bring thee thanks 
for thy great, mercies. We bring thee thanks 
for the blessings with which we are surrounded. 
We bring thee gifts from our small store to 
show to thee our love. 
o Father, 
May thy kingdom come on earth; 
May thy will be done; 
May thy only Son 
Be glorified in what we do and say and give 
for thee. Amen. 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

THE SABBATH - THE TIlE DAY 
By Rev. Charles H. Bond 

Text: The "'Sabbath was made for man.
Mark 2: 27. 

This children's sermon is written mainly for use by 
pastors to be given from the pulpit and not for children 
to read, although any child can read it and get the 
meaning, It is an object talk. The pastor's tie is the 
object. He unties his tie and explains that one part 
represents the Sabbath and the other part represents 
the rest of the week (see Fig. 1). The children and 
all can see that he does look sloppy and not well 

Clara S. Burdick SABBA TH REST C.S.B. 
ra ..A"",dante. T.,.a)'l qv,2lo 

. 
.- , . . 

U Tke,.e is <fv: et i'tl rna l't:et c1't\4 $a.1'4e~J Ti"o e-Jae 

i1 ri ~ .I f'""i 
,ke:.,.e \s ,(ulet jrt ma1'Ke-t cl""c( '''1'de-n.J FOr 

if) 1 I , I ,-, 7A.e.re "S qUlet ill 7rla r ket cl~c4-'ClN(t"'-IAt -tk.oe 
co 

<J < 
u 

iV , 
mf

' 

f r- <: - '10 -<:J. 

't(-i-t. -- f-I- __ - 'B 
~ -Gr ..,s-

,.... >, ,." ,... 
. 

, < <> 

I u e~e ~f -th.e Sa~J,ai''' c:!qYI And a {Loac{. of 5il;v;::?~.",oo",:~ h.."t. Ba-thes -the ~1'lc:4. dnc4 -thO 
th.s 's -th.e.sa~bd-th dB.." Al\c;{-t'he ),en ,n-fhem as C.,U,,'f\} The. d",ldy=oet\ Of 

,.,clOfe 0; ~"'e So.},),cd·),. d.o..YIAn,d +he people 4-re b~-, G:t f;,.e.s~~J r" ~"-'m\1- ~ - -oet~ 
.., 

< 

~ "'" ~. 
~ tt~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ 

I 
:> 

o I 

-
f"\ ~ f'- r- I I , 

, ~ T 
, . r 

V Sl<':J aha. ba'j) An.d. a ben in a..c:hllJ"Ch., 'is c;aU'n.J' 7h.c c:h~ldret\. ,cif !fod -to p1"ayeYJ 
-&'od '-to p'PO.~, And the ear'lf1t.boll1'ld .sP;"i'-e'-t uphTI:~d.J r.". F..a,er to ,t;s ~od most h.~h, 

n. 'hoW ~o ,PTI1.Jf. Fop 'nlot"e ~b-~"tfo~ ]!O ... 'il'l~ moUoWS dulles, MOr"e ~ith. )'h0l"(! t .. vst.l TiiO'l'e Ie a,' 
< . ~ , . , . 

. 
I~ to '1-0 I I ~ 

_sf. ~: J I J -g-- (::> p 0 :Jt:~ . . 
. . 

f 

Ii 
It.! 1.0.1.0 - ~ - I\. L , , .. 

" > ... , 
.... X-ts mvs~'1 n~w swe Ih~, noway i ":Z' SV'{I"'!j.t. a.f10t:.C!f. on -the. Ca.lm 'r" 1~1r ca.,,,., 

FOl"jei-tu\.5 fG! burden f .$0)"")"0 , W'ilj'S fi$Jl,jM,;~h,,((t~e vo."'li;e:~ .s/(JJ' 
f'\Mol'e/zo-pe w~e,t'\ea.~t- .!i",ow,s ~'e'fY"!J1 P1:tl" T110Tl'e ~~U~ I," '1,~cUlei1 c.1:tQife. 

< 

~ 
.> .. 

C:.-:t , , : ...0- 'P~ -G 1:0· .. 

~ ~ ~ :.- ..p- J , I . . 
0 

... 

THE SABBATH RECORDER SUPPLEMENT v 
dressed. Then he ties his tie and the ,Sabbath portion 
covers~,the week, and thus the Sabbath should cover 
?ll our days (see Fig. 2) . Then the next paragraph 
13 to show our tie with God, and the story pictures 
what it is all about. ' 

O~e of Jesus' greatest teachings is that of 
showIng us that the Sabbath is a "tie day. U A 
necktie is sloppy looking if it, is just thrown 
around the neck and left to hang there with 
loose ends dangling. And so are days' long 
and dreary and meaningless if they are left 
hanging without a purpose. (Fig. 1.) 

~ 

,",-

But the tie. that is tied-how neat and how 
pleasant, to wear and to look upon. This same 
beauty, can be seen in the life that has Sunday, 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday covered with the influence of a Christ
like Sabbath. (Fig. 2.) 

The Sabbath in the true sense of the word 
is a «tie day." The day spent with God ties 
him into our thinking and our ,actions, and we 
say to ourselves, "Now before I do this thin.8 
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-let me see-What would Jesus do?" Then 
each and every day is filled with thoughts of 
him and has a meaning and purpose. 

5 
A 
B 
B 
A 
T 
H 

5 
M 
T 

T 

'f 

(Fig. 1) (Fig. 2) 

A certain parable tells of seven brothers who 
lived together. Six of them worked, and the 
seventh cared for the house, having the meals 
ready and the house bright for his brothers in 
the evening. But the six brothers thought 
the seventh must work, too. So he went out 
and worked with his brothers, and in the eve
ning when they returned home, they found 
the house all dark and no supper ready. Then 
the six saw how foolish they had been, and 
quickly told the seventh brother that he must 
continue to care for the house and them. 

The Sabbath is the day among the seven 
which provides light, comfort, and good for 
the other six. If it is driven out and becomes 
like the others, all days will miss God's bless
ing. The Sabbath was made to be a blessing, 
tying man to God. Therefore, let the Sab
bath cover all your days. 

HYMN-"Majestic Sweetness Sits Enthroned" 
(Samuel Stennett) 

SERMON 

SEVENTH DAY JEAPTRSTS AS A MEDIlBER 
OF THE IF JillI1llJL Y OF BAPTISTS 

(Presented at Alfred University chapel exercises, 
March 2, 1943, in a series directed by Chaplain William 
Genne on the subject, , 'How We Got Our Denomina
tions." Those who participated in the series were Rev. 
William McCall, Presbyterian; Rev. Guy Ovenshire, 
Methodist; Rev. T. Ross Morrell, Episcopal; Rev. Everett 
T. Harris, Seventh Day Baptist.) 

The purpose of the following address will 
be to present a brief review of the origin, his
tory, and contributions of the Baptist Family 
of Churches with especial reference to one 
branch of that family-the Seventh Day Bap
tists. 

To present this in a few minutes poses a 
tremendous problem of what material to select 
and what to omit. The sources from which 
m~ch of the material has been taken are 

Nickols"~~Growth of the Christian Church"; 
Stuber's ' 'How We Got Our Denominations"; 
Haut's "What Religion Is and Does." 

In the stirring days of Martin Luther there 
were three distinct reformation movements: 
the Lutheran, the Reformed, and the Anabap
tist. History generally associates the total ref
ormation with Luther, forgetting the powerful 
ground swell represented by contemporary, in
dep~ndent dissenting groups classed as the 
Anabaptists. The sources of these Anabap
tists were in the groups of dissenters who long 
preceded Martin Luther. They were Usually 
called the "Brethren." They were quite num
erous during the late twelfth and the thirteenth 
centuries. 

These "Brethren" were small scattered 
groups of Christian folk who would have 
nothing to do with the Roman Catholic Church 
and its clergy.-They carried on their own reli
gious services in the vulgar tongue. They were 
great Bible readers and possessed many written 
copies of translations of the Bible or portions 
of it. 

These groups or "cells" were scattered all· 
over Europe and were in constant correspond
ence with each other, working secretly on ac
count of constant persecution by the Established 
Churches. Their strongest. hold was among 
the workingmen or common people. of the 
towns, especially in Germany and the .Nether
lands. There was a strong spirit of protest 
among them against the wrongs suffered by the 
poor, but they were not a revolutionary people, 
their usual attitude toward wrong being one 
of quiet endurance. 

The name Anabaptists was given to them 
by their enemies. The word means "those 
who baptize again" and grew Out of their be
lief that infant baptism was not efficac~ous. 
For,. they argued, the church is composed of 
believers in Christ. Baptism signifies entrance 
into the church. Infants cannot believe with 
understanding and therefore cannqt belong to 
the church. Therefore infant baptism is mean.- .. 
ingless and unnecessary. Most of them had 
been baptized in infancy and so were called 
Anabaptists, .. those who baptize ;)again." 

They would have nothing to do with any 
state church or its members.. They contended 
that a church under the power of worldly 
rulers who'might or might not be true believ
ers was not likely to be a true church. Thus 
they cut themselves off from fellowship with 
other Protestants, for all the Protestant Na
tional Churches, except the French, were state 
churches. 
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Persecution far worse than those endured erant toward others--and have made their 

by any of their contemporaries came upon greatest contriputions in, the field of religious 
them, for other Protestants as well as Roman freedom and liberty of the .individual to choose 
Catholics were, hostile to them. Some of the his religious pref~rence. Roger Williams has 
Anabaptists met death at the hands of Luth- be~~ cal1~d the "Apostle of Religious Liber
erans and Zwinglians. Roman Catholic rulers ty, and It was he who established or founded 
directed their fiercest attacks at them, especially the first Baptist Church in America at Provi
in the Netherlands. dence, R. I., in 1639 (the Baptist Church at 

One of their great leaders was Menno Newport claims the .same date of origin
Simo~s (1492-1559) who purified them of 1639-under John Clarke). 
fanatical errors, encouraged them in their suf- ~ere are many divisions in the Baptist 
fering, and won large additions to their num- family of churches such as the Primitive Cal
bers by his fervent, evangelical preaching. The vinistic, General, the Free Will, the Hard 
Anabaptist group in Germany took the name Shelled, the Six Principle, the Two Seed in tlie 
of their leader and became known as Mennon- Spirit Baptists, and about twenty other differ
ites. Later, during the emigration of Germans ent g!OUP~, all of which ?~v.e grown up in 
to this country they founded the Mennonite AmerIca SInce 1639. The dIVISIons have gener
churches here. As early as 1622 they were ally co~~ from theological differences, although 
invited into Russia, and a strong church grew the CIvd War also caused a division into 
up there. These all are outgrowths of the North~rn and Southern Baptists. They are 
"Brethren" groups and are ~ly related to all united, however, in the World Baptist Al
the Baptists. liance (Seventh Day Baptists included). They 

In 1608, many of the Puritans who had fled are ·listed with Methodists as the two largest 
from England, ca.n1e in contact with the Neth- Protestant Church Families in America. 
erlands Mennonites or Anabaptists. About 1611 I do not know just why they have broken 'up 
some of them, returning to England, estah- into somany,divisions unless it is that particu
lished the first English Baptist churches. lar tenet which they hold of the autonomy 

Many persecuted Anabaptists had fled from of the local church. ,It seems as though every 
the continent to England as ·much as fifty years time three 'of them disagreed they started a 
before this and had been doing their quiet new sect.. On.e of our Seventh Day BaptisE 
work there. But around 1611 many Congre- ancestors IS saId "to have spoken to a group 
gational a.s well as Baptist churches were be- of disgruntled Rhode Islanders as follows: "I 
ing formed. find here individualism gone to seed." It has 

The first Seventh Day Baptist Church was seemed sometimes as though he spoke the 
organized about six years after this time or truth. And still it is generally conceded that 
about 1617 at Mill Yard in London. Many of Baptists were largely responsible for the writing 
the "Brethren" and later Anabaptists hadwor- into the Constitution of the United States in 
shiped on the seventh day of the week, taking . 1789, the amendment~ granting religious free
literally the meaning of the fourth command- dam. Certainly this .... snowd be considered.. a 
ment. Not only did some of them bringthiscbntribution of Baptists. 
particular tenet or their faith with them, to. Another· outstanding contribution has been 
England, they also found jt already there, trac:- in the field of missiolJs. William Carey, an 
ing back in its origin t()the days· of the earlie'st Epglish' Baptist, fOunded modern missions in 
missionarie.s to England (probably;,the good 1792; Adqniram Judson, an Ameri~an Baptist 
Saint Pat.rick himself was a seventh day Missionary to Burma, inaugurated the rliission
keeper). ary movement. in Ametica in 1812. Pt'Ofessor 

The larger part of these. English Baptist Kenneth Latouretfe,orieof the leading Bap
groups, however, were' greatly influenced' by tists of today;· points out that the two -above 
the Puritan belief in a .. spirituaIizc:d Sabbath, dat~s,_. ~ere tim~~ . .of war, ,political and social 
(so called) which,'according to orie'Nicholas unrest and' upheaval,and challenges us, under 
Bound, transferred the'spiiitofithe. Sabbath to . similar circumstances, to ~use today for the long 
the first day' of the week. 'However, the two" range eternal; work of Christ's kingdom. 
groups got along pretty welltogefu.er, a.nd ~e - Bap~ists have believed i.n the separation of 
first group of Seventh 'Day Baptists Itt thIS: the church ~nd the state ,SInce the oays of the 
country worshiped in the Baptist church at Brethren and Anabaptists. For this reason they 
Newport,R. I., for many ,years (1671J. have not been in such an unfavorable state in 

The Baptists as a family have been very tol- . Germany· and Russia;, where the state' st;l.pported 
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churches have been under attack by govern
mental leaders like' Hitler and Stalin. 

Being a Baptist at heart, I never felt that it 
was right and fair to expect the government 
to subsidize the church. Rather the church's 
support should come from voluntary gifts of 
its members and friends instead of taxes on 
all. Baptists, generally, have felt that the way 
to influence the policies of government was to 
put Christlike, spirit-filled men into office
exerting the influence of the leaven that ligh
tens the whole lump, and they have supplied 
such men as Charles E. Hughes, David Lloyd 
George, John D. Rockefeller, and many others. 
Seventh Day Baptists have furnished several 
governors for Rhode Island and many high 
ranking men in Congress. 

For this reason and others, the Baptists are 
a strongly evangelistic people, placing em
phasis upon spiritual rebirth, and baptism by 
immersion as a fitting symbol. They have been 
workers and leaders in social reform, taking 
the part of the poor and downtrodden, especi
ally in the early days of this country. Nowa- ' 
days some of our well endowed, comfortable 
first churches have not cared too much what 
becomes of the poorer, dispossessed people or 
the downtrodden. Some of these are now be
ing ministered to by Holy Rollers and Jeho
vah's Witnesses; and the Baptists and Seventh 
Day Baptists among them have «gone respect
able." It is a real challenge to ~l Baptists to
day to remember their heritage 'and to rethink 
their message. 

Finally, as to the distinctive tenet of Sev
enth Day Baptists-the seventh day as' Sab
bath. We have felt that' such an emphasis 
undergirds faith in the Bible as the inspired 
Word of God, that it has special merits in that 
it begins at sunset on Friday and is adaptable 
to a beautifUl and meaningful time of prepara
tion for the holy day. It may be contrasted 
with a hilarious Saturday night with Sunday 
coming at midnight {. which time shifts every 
time the government decides to change it). 
Also, we feel that it has continuity with the 
Sabbath that Jesus himself kept holy, who "as 
his custom was went into the synagogue on the 
sabbath." 

When we sing: 

"0 Sabbath rest by Galilee, 
o calm of hills above, 
Where Jesus knelt to share with thee ' 
The silence of eternity, 
Interpreted by love!" 

we know that Jesus knelt on the seventh day 
Sabbath, and we feel a sense of continuity 
with him. 
HYMN-"God of the Sabbath" 

(William C. Daland) 
(See below for words and music) 

BENEDICTION 
May the spirit of peace, that comes from holy 
Sabbath rest, fill our souls now and throughout 
eternity. Amen. 

SILENT PRAYER (a silent moment when all 
worshipers, stand in renewed expectation.) 
POSTLUDE (Selected) 

Mary A. Stillman SABBATH HYMN William C. Daland 

B". God of the Sabbath. un-to heewe raise Our grateful bearts°in songs offlov@ ~d P~D . ~ . 
o 

Christ, Thou art Lord e'en of the Sabbath. day; 
Darkness and error Thou canst sweep away. 
From sordid bondage bring us' sweet release, 
Light of the world and glorious Prince of Peace. 

Spirit, divine, 0 shed abroad·Thy love! 
QuiCken our souls with power from above. 
Father and' Son and . Spirit, mighty Three, 
Giant us' a blessing, ho~y Tririity. 

, 
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number of months, but never the weekly cycle 
of first day, second day, third and so on to 
the seventh-the days which we have now 
learned to call after the pagan names of Sun's 
day, moon's 'day, etc. 

Information wanted, please! Now can any
body tell me why I should keep the first day of 
the week and not the seventh day, the Sabbath 
of the Lord our God; of Jesus Christ, hi~ 
Son; the Sabbath from ,the beginning of the 
world? ' 

W'«:D1rH<CI& 
The Home Missions Council of North 

America announces that the 1944 radio series 
on home missions by Dr. Mark A. Dawber 
which began on April 3 will continue each 
Monday through May and, June at 12.00 noon, 
Eastern War Time, over WJZ and, stations of 
the Blue network. Remaining topics are as' 
follows: 

May 15, Alaska 
May 22, Puerto Rico 
May 29, The Portuguese 
June 5, Rural America 
June 12, The American City' 
June 19, America's Disadvantaged People 
June 26, Home Missions and the New. 

America. 

'THE CHRISTIAN HOMlE AND 

TJHDB SAlBlBA TH 

By Ella Mae Davis 

The sun is fast sinking in the West, 
The, day is almost done. . 

Come now, my child, it is Sabbath eve 
And God's day has begun. 

Let us gather at this hour 
To the accustomed place of prayer, 

And enjoy our family devotions; 
They seem ,so sacred and dear. 

Our familv book was the Bible, 
And our father, so saintly and true, 

'Would gather us all 'round the altar 
That was in our old living room." 

Those childhood days we remember 
Bring fond recollections of yore; 

They seem to draw us closer and closer 
To the Christ that we love and adore. 

May we never forget those fond memories, 
Which have helped us on through life's way, 

And enabled us to keep and to honor 
That one God,given day of all days. 

So now at, the twilight of life'8 sunset 
We rejoice in each return of the day, 

And our love for the Sabbath is still fonder 
As we think of the end of life's way. 

See Proverbs 22:,6. 

Please send all material and suggestions to - Route 3, "Bridgeton, N. J. 

Realizing that some of our young people 
might be asked to assist with some of the 
services during Sabbath Rally Day, we asked 
Marilyn Davis if she and the other young peo
ple at Boulder would }?repare somethi~g that 
others could use. ,Manlyn returned thiS play 
to me and it certainly shows, that those, at 
Boulder who helped with this project did an 
excellent job. Jt was planned and worked out 
by the C. E.Society and was written by Pas
tor Ead Cruzan.-J. B. D. 

(The group with the exception of Jean and 
John are standing around, the piano' singing 
cho.ruses. 'Later Jean and John enter the room 
and" join the group ,around ,the piano. They 
sing several more choruses and then take seats 
around the room foi their discussion session.) 

Jean-As we were coming' here tonight, 
John and I were talking about Sabbath and 
Sunday as days of Christian worship. John is 
wondering why weinsist,()n keeping Sa~rday 
as the .day of Christia.n,worship ,when so many 
in. t, h, e' W. arI" d,' keep,' '. ~~ri4ay"." ,I,' tried ,to a, ns,¥er 

WlHIV TIHUES'&'IE~A TIHl? as w~ll., as I ',could and then suggested that;we 
Time-any evening. mighf:cQntinLJe with if tonight, as.~ group} , 
Setting-A group, of, ,young people gath- Pastor~That is a v~rygood subject fo~ our 

ered at the pastor's' home, for singing ofchor- discussion.., As" there ,have been. no, other ur
uses and discussion of problems. ' g~fl:t prol>le~~ ,hand~d; me tonight~ we will try 

Characters-,-Pastorandhis wife. Also. Jea:n, to answ(!rany .. q1.l~S~lons that John may have If 
Ann, Geraldine, George, CharIe~, Betty, Donna the group is\ wi.!UPg. 
(all membe'ts" of the group' that· are in the ':Betty-.-T ,think it i~ a splendid id~a. We 
habit of meeting in the home of their pastor), may have some questions on the subject that 
and John (jean's friend). we wantdeared :uP. too. 
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George-I am glad that this subject has 
come up for I am often asked why 1 keep the 
Sabbath, and while I know for myself, some
times I am unable to answer to ·the full satis
faction of the person asking. 

Pastor-Geraldine, you were in the class in 
camp last summer that made a special study of 
Sabbath keeping. Can you begin our discus
sion by telling us of the origin of the Sabbath? 

Geraldine-To begin with, we must go back 
to the very beginning of the Bible. In Gen
esis, the first and second chapters, we have the 
record of the creation by Goa and we find that 
the Sabbath was given by God on the seventh 
day after he had finished his work. We find 
this in Genesis 2: 2, 3. 

John-Yes, 1 see the origin of the Sabbath 
and I have studied that in Sunday school. But 
was not the Sabbath given to the Jewish peo
ple and to them alone? That is the impression 
I have gained as I studied those passages. 

Charles-I was quite' interested when we 
discussed that question in camp last summer. 
We found that it was at least two thousand 
years after creation, and perhaps many more 
years before there was a Jewish people. 

Donna-And we also found in many lan
guages, existing before the Jewish people 
came into existence, words very similar to the" 
word "Sabbath." Many of them mean in their 
language the seventh day of the week and at 
the' same time designate a day 6f' .rest. 

Pastor-Anti., can you tell us when we find 
special emphasis again being made in regard 
to the Sabbath? 

Ann-I believe that we do not find a great 
deal, said about it until God gave the Ten 
Commandments to the Israelites on Mount 
Sinai; although from various indications the 
Sabbath was observed between these two per-
iods of time. . 

Jean-And I was impressed to learn that 
the prosperity of the Jewish nation increased 
or decreased in' proportion to their observance 
of the Sabbath and as they served God or wan-
dered away from his teachings. . 

John-I can easily see where the Sabbath 
was binding .upon the children of Israel, but 
didn't Christ ·change·things when he was here 
upon the earth ? I thought he esta:blished a 
new dispensation so that we are no longer 
bound by the laws of the Hebrew. people. 

Pastor-Who can tell us what Christ's cus
tom .. was in regard: to the Sabbath while he was 
on the earth? 

Donna-We read in Luke 4: 16 that teJesus 

entered into the synagogue as his custom was 
and stood up for to read." 

Betty-Yes, and he went into the temple 
on the Sabbath arid worshiped ·there. He 
healed the man with the withered hand one 
Sabbath while he was in the synagogue, and 
again he healed the man by the pool of Beth
esda. 

George-Didn't he say, "It is lawful to do 
good on the sabbath"? 

John-But I have always heard that the Sab-' 
bath was transferred from the seventh day of 
the week to the first at the death or the resur
rection of Christ. Is not that so? 

Pastor-The resurrection of Christ was dis
covered very early on the first day of the week, 
but in none of the gospel accounts do we find 
mention of the time or the day that Christ 

,arose. Does it-not seem reasonable that if he 
wanted his disciples to worship on Sunday he 
would have expressed a commandment for 
them to do so? 

John-Yes, I suppose so. He did for the 
Lord's Supper. 

Betty-And if such a command had been 
given, wouldn't there be some record of the 
early New Testament church observing it? 

. Let's look up some references in Acts and see 
what their custom was. 

Pastor-Will someone look up Acts 17: 2, 
and see what Paul's custom was? He' went to 
the gentiles and they would surely have given 
up the Sabbath if any did. 

Geraldine-Here it is, "And Paul, as his 
manner was, went in unto them, and three 
sabbath days reasoned with them out of the 
scriptures." 

Charles-I recall somewhere that it says 
that the genti1:e converts worshiped on the 
Sabbath. I beHeve that also is in Acts. 

Geraldine-H~re it is in Acts 13: 42-44. 
(Reads it.) , 

Pastor-You will also find in Acts· 18: 4 
and 11 that Paul was in the, synagogue at Cor-'·" ' 
inth every Sabbath and that he was there a 

, I 

year and a -half. 
Ann-I have it here; shall I read those 

verses? 
Pastor-If you will, please. 

" Ann-(Reads· passage of Acts 18.: 4 and 
11 aloud.) 

John-I never realized that before. I thought 
the. diSciples started keeping Sundayimmedi
ately after Christ' s' resurrection. When· did the 
Christian people start keeping Sunday for the 

", Sabbath? 
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Pastor-'-We are not certain as to the exact 
date that Sunday observance beca~e general; 
but we do know ',that the Sabbath was kept 
quite faithfully for fully two centuries after 
Christ, and that Sunday began to be observed 
as a day of worship with the compromise with 
the pagan religions of Rome. And we find an 
edict of Constantine to that effect in ,321. How
ever, some continued to observe the Sabbath 
for many years and a remnant has observed it 
down through all history. 

John-What, then, is the. authority of. the 
Christian world for observing Sunday as a day 
of worship? 

Pastor-The only authority they have is the 
authority of the' Roman . Catholic Church, 
whose authority the Protestant churches reEu
diated at the time of the Protestant Reforma
tion. I would like to read a portion of the 
Proceeding of the Council of Trent, Augsburg 
Confession, in regard to the trial of Luther. 
", .. If they do truly hold the Scripture alone 
as the standard they would be observing the 
seventh day as is enjoined in the Scripture 
throughout. Yet they not only reject the ob
servance of the Sabbath as enjoined in' the 
written word, but they have adopted, and do 
practice, the observance of Sunday, for which 
they have only the tradition of. the church . 
Consequently, the claim of 'Scripture alone as 
the standard' fails and the doctrine of 'Scrip
ture and tradition as essential' is fully estab
lished - the Protestants themselves b¢ing 
judges." 

John-There is another question that has 
bothered me somewhat: Why do you observe 
the Sabbath from sundown to sundown, when 
the time today is reckoned from midnight to 
midnight? ' 

George-We go hack to the Old Testament 
and the Jewish Custom of reckoning time for 
that. We fin~ in the' creation story that the 
evening and tbe morning were the first day 
and that the day as it was given was given 
from sunset to sunset; so we observe the Sab
bath.in that way because' we believe that it is 
the natural division of time and is accordiqg 
to God's will. 

John-Don't' you find ·it quite difficult to 
keep your Sabbath and find good positiqns for 
yourselves in the business world? Manv places 
requi~e ,work on Saturday, "·especially Saturday 
mornlng. ' ' " 

Donna-'-That can be a real problem even 
though we take it into consideration when we 
prepare ourselves for the work we are to'do. 
However, if we face that problem e~rly enough 

we can train ourselves for work that will en .. 
able us to 'k~epthe Sabbath. 

Charles-,-Sometimes we don't make as much 
money as we would if we worked on Sabbath, 
and sometimes we have to choose a different 
type of work from what we had planned to do, 
but it can be done if we really believe in the 
Sabbath and want to do' God's will. 

Jean-So many times we h~ar people say, 
"But we are not under law, but under grace." 
How can we answer that argument? 

Pastor-If I should write down a set of 
rules for you at SUl1)ffier camp, I would do it 
so that the camp could be best run for the 
benefit of all. . Now, if these rules were nec
essary that everyone get along well together 
and if some time I should tell you that I was 
going to place you on your honor, would you 
not still act according to those rules even 
though you knew I was not checking on you 
to see that you observe them? 

Ann-If we didn't, camp would soon lose' 
all its value for us and those that were camp
ing with us. 

Pastor-The same is true with Christ. The" 
grace of Christ is sufficient for us. We are 
not under the penalty of the law if we have 
accepted Christ. 'But if we have accepted 
Christ, will we not try to live as near to his 
commands as we possibly can? Would you 
cast aside any other of the laws in the Ten 
Commandments because we are under grace? 

Geraldine-Some argue'that it doesn't make 
any difference so long as we keep one day holy 
unto God. 

Pastor-That would be very convenient in 
the 'modern industrial world, but it would also · 
be very confusing. I d.oubt if we would keep 
any time very faithfully, and again we have no 
Scripture to support ,such a theory. 

Pastor's wife (entering the ·room)-If two 
of you girls will come out to, the kitchen we 
will soon have some refreshments ready. (Betty 
and Jean go out.) / 

Donna-Let" s sing a few more choruses 
while they are preparing refreshments. (They 
gather around the piano and sing one or two 
choruses.) 

Betty (entering)-We are now ready for 
you to cOlIle out to the dining room. 

George-Lee s form our fellowship circle 
and sing ollr'Young, People's Rally song first. 

Betty goes' to the door; caUs Jean and. the 
pastor's wife. Both'enter and' join in tiledr ... 
c;Ie while they sing the Seventh Day Baptist 
Young People's Rally Song, then ·they break 
up and exit to the dining room. 
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Dear Marie: 
I promised to write to you this week, didn't 

I? But since this is the Sabbath Rally nwn
ber, 1'11 write to you about the Sabbath in
stead. This message is for all my Recorder 
children. 

Oh, holy Sabbath blessed by God of old, 
Unchanging as the speeding years unfold, 
In word and deed it claims our loyalty. 
Not as a rod to drive us to God's will, 
But with a cord of love to bind us till 
We pledge ourse~ves to keep it faithfully. 

I'll begin by asking you some questions' 
about the Sabbath and I'll not wait to have 
you answer them, but answer them myself. 
That's easy, isn't it? 

1. Why do we need a Sabbath? 
a. Because we all need at least one day in 

the week for rest; for freedom from all un
necessary work. You have surely heard the 
saying, "All work and no play makes Jack a 
dull boy," and I might add, and Marie and 
other Recorder boys and girls dull as well. But 
for the Sabbath I· would change this saying a 
bit, "All work and no rest is not good for 
any of us." As for play on the Sabbath, there 
are plenty of Bible games which teach us valu
able truths about God and his Word. 

b. Because we need' a day in which we can 
II give more time to thinking of God's great 

goodness and to ask him to help us to live true 
Christian lives at all times, and, to serve him 
the best we know how. 

c. Because we need a day to go to God's 
house, the church, to praise and pray and sing, 
and to learn from our pastor, Sabbath school 
teachers, and Christian Endeavor leaders valu
able Christian truths. 

2. How did we get our Sabbath? 
God gave us the Sao'pbath and tells. us to 

keep it faithfully. ' 
3. On what day of the week does the Sab

bath come? 
On the seventh day. 
a. Because' God said, "Remember the sab

bath day to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou 
labor and do all thy work. But the' seventh 
day, is the sabbath of the Lord thy God." 

b. Because Jesus kept the seventh -day and 
showed us just how to keep it. 

c. Because Jesus'disciples kept the seventh 
day as he taught them to. 

d. Because Paul kept the seventh day and 
from that day to this brave and faithful people 
have kept and taug4.t it. 

1. Did God ever' cha~ge the Sabbath from 
the seventh day to the first day of the week? 

No, I am sure he never has. 
2. Then why do so many people keep Sun

day, the first day of the week? 
They give as the reason that they keep it 

to commemorate Christ's rising from the dead, 
though it was not kept for that reason until at 
least two hundred years after the resurrection. 
Sunday was at first a pagan festival day, "the 
Venerable Day of the Sun," and when many 
pagans became Christians, the Roman Em
peror, Constantine, issued a decree that Sunday 
become the legal day of rest. 

3. What other reason do some people giv~ 
for not keeping the Bible Sabbath, the seventh 
day of the week? 

They say that with the coming of Jesus we 
are no longer under commandment but under 
love, but surely if we truly love God we will 
be more anxious than ever to keep his com
mandments. Are you not more ready to obey 
your parents and your teachers if you love 
them? 

Though thoughtless ones would change the day, 
And say, "Through love the law has passed away," 
We'll keep the seventh day and God obey. 

If you are still disappointed in not getting 
a direct answer to your good letter, please 
write again and I'll write you a good long 
answer. Write again anyway. 

Your true friend, 
Mizpah S. Greene. 

SABBATH SIGHOOL LESSON 
FOR. MAY 20, 1944 

Paul in Corinth. Scripture-Acts 18: 1-18; 
1 Corinthians, Chapters 12-14. 

Golden Text-l Corinthians 13: 13. 

God fashioned a, people in love, blessed it 
with purpose sublime, and called it America. 

Rabbi Silver. 

"There is ultimat~ly no argwnent for pray
ing except. praying." 
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~m<G llIHIlE~.&WMlllliI &, lP>IMJI@iIHI'Tr burden' or' obligati61l~ "Thai~as . the:' fault 
By Rev. Alton ·L. Wheeler which Jesus foundwith":llie Pharisees. They 

In these' days .. when . the average. person is 
heavily'burdened' with . excessive .·.dema~ds on 
his body, mind, and time, the Holy Sabbath 
with its blessings of rest and worship should 
be very dear. In Exodus. 35 : '2,vve ~ead, "Six 
days shaH work be done, but 9n the,seventh 
day there shall be to you an holy day, a sab-' 
bath of· rest to the lord. . . ." The Sabbath 
is holy time.' It is sanctified time. It is .in a 
peculiar sense the Lord's time - ordered, 
blessed,ha1~owed, arid sanctified by God for 
man. God has commanded us. to recognize 
that hallowed sanctity of his Holy Day. 

Among us as. Sabbath keepers, in. general, 
there are three tendencies or attitudes of mind. 
We may desecrate the Sabbath. We may ob
serve it to the letter but make it a burden or 
obligation. Or, we may make Sabbath' observ
ance a delight. 

Surely we cannot wilfully or consciously 
desecrate the Sabbath. There are some who 
do, and some who always· have disregardea the 
holiness of the day. Back two thousand years 
before the time of Christ, .God,. working 
th_rough' Moses, led the Israelites out of Egypt, 
giving them water when' they were thirsty, and 
giving them manna when they, were 'hungry. 
Moses explicitly taught the people to use the 
sixth day as a preparation day, gathering a 
double supply of food' in anticipation of the 
Sabb~th. But' .. there went out some. people 
on the seventh day for to gather, and they 
found .. none." They. deliberately desecrated 
the. Sabbath. There are many today who. have 
seen. the I "1ight"of the Sabbath truth, and yet 
who . are . deliberately d~secrating it. 'They are 
seeking to ga~er.. manna working on the Sab
bath, baving.: que1led their consciences ... with 
the rationalization: that It can't be belped, or 
that after all it:doesn'tmatter too ,muCh any
way~ . Among; .otherinnuw~rahle, ways .in 
which . w~ may desecrate the Sabbath, w~: may 
observe it only when it.is convenient; we may 
leave unnecessary chores for that day; or we 
may .. over~exe·rt . duringthe.week,·.antidpating 
the Sabbath merelyas.a,day,ofphysical recup
eration. That is selfisn'"as "well 'as sinful. In 
any .~al~ >6~)if~::;th,~:': Christi~nsdc:)1i'jearns 
thro~gh:':~J{peiie,~~e'tna~";he 'mus,t·be'.oil. guard, 
con$ta~~ly.· aga:in;~r ~~p.g~v~r~l~rii~pt ,~jtb J~im
self. 'R,emelllPei,desec1fat~oil' ;I~a~s tQ ,disin-
tegration., ,,: . '.' '....,:. .c,.i'; '» 

Again,. we may not willfully desecrate the 
Sabbath~·buf·tnay make Sabbath "'observance a' 

were devout and religious people .. They kept 
the Sabbath holy; but in their way, they maae 
it .a burden. ..None of God"s Jl2Ws or plaKls for 
man were ever intended to be .. 2 burden. If 
they appear SC),. then we hadlbetter check up 
on ourselves, rather, than on God .... Not long 
agoa.layman'related the gist of a conversation 
with a friend who asked him if it, Wa5A-t. a 'bur
den . and inconvenience. to keep the Sabbath. 
His reply.was to the effect that on' the contrary 
it was a privilege, pleasure, and blessing. Af
ter afl, every step a Christian takes in living 
the Christlike life. might be con~idered an in
convenience in the reasoning of the wodd. It 
isn't always convenient· to . testify of Christ, to 
stand alone because. of one's convictions, to 
be hone~t, ,or to ten, the truth in the w.Qrld's 
way of thinking. But. through the constr~ining 
power of the, Lord's. presence, . and through the 
guidance and inspiration' of the Holy Spirit, 
anyone' who. has surrendered. his life to the 
will of the Lordfinds;the )Lord's way a joy_. 
ous and fruitful one. He nnds his heart filled 
with Ha peace that passeth under~tanding.u We 
should never cop,sider Sabbath keeping a 
burden. 

The wholesome,' Christlike. attitude is to 
make Sabbath observance a delight. That is 
the inspiration of Isaiah 58: 13,1'4. "If thou 
turn away .. thy foot ... from .d:oing thy pleas
ure on my holy day; and cal~cr,the, saJbb3:th a 
delight, ' the hQly o.f the Lord,. honorable; . and 
shalt, honor '. him, .,o9tdoing .. thine own ways, 
nor' finding; thine own pl~a~~lte" .. n()~. speaking 
thine own .·,words: then shalt. ,th9udelight thy
self in· the ) . Lord. . ~ : l.J. . There . is . a certain 
th.robbing .of joy' in' our hearts. when we' know 
we are ,plea,sing. th~. L,(;ud. ,J.if~ is· ~ walk with 
the JLo~d, ,andfu.e 1ll0,re .w~ seek.to please him 
,the 'doser w,~walk"iil bless,ed,Jelio'Wsllip with 
him. Whether Jesus was· ~or~~ipi9:g 00' the 
Sabba~, preaching .. in. the .,syn~gogues, heal-inp: 

. the . sick and 1 arne, visiting those' who needed 
him, ()r.W'alkiQ.gthroug~the ·fi~lds.with. his 
disciples,.h~··:plade ~~$abbath ,~de1igh~;,and 
he ,is .O:Uf perfect. eJCampl~.': Jesu~ taug1)t atti
~de"not a~;t1l(~re.f()~e, -it. jsoB;lly as we take 
deljght in observing 'Jpe $al>b~th " that we really 
keep it ... nYfthpumm a,~aythy loot .; .. from 
doing thy,ple~su.J;e ,.9n",;~yhqly ,day ~ ",. .. and 
call the.s~l:)ba;th a;J:ielight,holy.' ," ., honor~ble 
. .', .;then shalt :thou delight .thyself ,in the 
Lord.·~ .. 

Nile, N. Y. 

. : 
! 
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TH~~~OPE~,~BS~~VANC~ OW ~M~ 
, $AI$~A 1i1BI 

This article is taken from a Sabbath Recorder dated 
October 10,·. 1844. , 

"The' Sabbath: ivas: made for man." It is ,an 
appointment of. the benevolent Creator. In 
his infinite wisdom, he saw' that it was nec
essary for the· race of man, in every age, and 
through every , successive religious dispensa
tion, to the end of time. The blessings result-' 
ing from a proper observance of the Sabbath 
are many and great. The sacred day was given 
to man as a season of rest, in which he is to 
lay aside the common avocations of life, and 
the careS. connected therewith, and attend to 
his spiritualtnterests. To the Christian it is 
a joyful season, a foretaste of that "rest which 
remains for the people of God." The "preach
ing of the cross" on the Sabbath, enforced by 
the holy lives of Christians is God's appointed 
means for the upbuilding of his cause, and the 
salvation of sinners. 

Although the Sabbath is an appointment of 
heaven for man's benefit, yet if it be not kept 
according 'to the commandment, the blessi~gs 
connected with its proper observance will not 
be enjoyed. And efforts put forth to convert 
men to the Sabbath will, for the most part, be 
in vain, however conclusive our arguments 
may be, unless we ourselves strictly observe 
this sacred day_ 

The f;rst thing necessary to a ,. proper keep
ing of the Sab~th, is a right spirit in regard 
to it. We are to uca~ it a delight." (Isaiah 
58: 13.) It is truly delightful to the child of 
God, to' <;li$miss, worldly business and worldly 
cares, and to fix h~ thoughts without interrup
tion on heaveply' and divine things. Both the 
public and" priva~e duties of the Sabbath are 
to him pleasi~g and profitable. His hea~ is 
gladdene~ by eVery returning Sabbath. It is to 
him the best day of the week, emblem of the 
saint's everbsting' rest. . . . 

The appropriate duties of the Sabbath: 

Spiritual· meditatio#is one of these duties. 
We may think on. the character, perfections, and 
works of God, and h~ve his "comforts delight 
our souls." We may meditate on the wor~s 
of creation, and· behold in them the wisdom, 
power, and goodneSs of God. It :is appropriate 
also to the 'sacred· season to meditate upon his 
providences, his wondrous grace in'devising a 
way to save rebellious man, and that rest 
which he has Ctprepared for them that, love 
h · p, 1m. 

Self:e,~4~inatiof!:js: another ~4uw ~ppropt:iate 
to theSa.boath:' We' ate 'commandeer" to' ',"ex-
amine outselveswhether we be in the faith," 
and while the heart is deceitful, and we are.in 
danger of b¢ing led away, from the right . path 
by slow, degrees, it is highly important to at-, 
tend t~ this duty often. , '.' , 

Much ~im,e,.should h,e' appropriated ,to ,secret 
and family, prayer, and reading· the Scriptures, 
on this day .. But especially should we attend 
public worship on it. "The seventh day is the 
Sabbath of rest, a holy convocation." (Lev. 
2 3: 2.) ,The Apostle Paul eJdtorts us not to 
"forsake the assembling of ourselve,s together~ 
as the manner of some is:' The Psalmist ex
presses his feelings on this subject in the fol
lowing language: "How amiable are thy tab-, 
ernacIes, 0 Lord of hosts. My soul longeth, 
yea, even fainteth for the courts of 'the Lord. 
A day in thy CQurts is better thana thousand. 
I had rather sit at the threshold of the house 
of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wick
edness.·· We should go to the place of wor
ship with a devotional frame of mind, pray
ing for a blessing to attend the' services, both 
to ourselves and others. We should join 
heartily in the songs of praise, and in the pe
titions offered to the throne of grace. . We 
should hear as for eternity, with qeep interest, 
with prayer, self-application, and' a determina
tion to be "doers of the word.'P 

Thus attending to the duties of the Sabbath. 
"calling it a delight,· the holy of the Lord, 
and honoring him, not doing qur own ways, 
nor finding our own pleasures, nor speaking 
our own words," we shall enjoy the love of 
God shed abroad in our hearts, shall be suc
cessful in promoting the Sabbath cause, shall 
be abundantly useful in life, and finally spend 
an eternal Sabbath with the general assembly 
and church of the first born in heaven. NeE
lecting thus to keep the Sabbath holy, we shaH l 
be a disgrace to the cause of God, stumbling 
blocks in the· way of others, and finally, if we 
do not repent, .inhabitants of that dark region , 
to which Sabbath-breakers and aU other im~-' 
penitent persons will be eventually consigned. 

c. A. O. 

, WANTlSD 
OOOromlB~jgR -, STISNOGRt\fP>lHDBR 

An oJ!)P«>lt'blmityfor < a Seyenth,Day, ... lBapast 
y~unRwo~a,m .11:0 rerlCiell". :valuable .sierViicetto 
the ·Delmomination thrC1!~h· the lPUbiislhlpg· 
House. IDE mi:etestedwnte atoDce 'to' ,. . 
RlECOruD$R PruESS, PlLAINFlD8[..D,· N. j. 

The ... j>l"oJ>ag~tion of the SabbMhis carged on by many agencies ... 
Perhaps.chiefamorig them all are the individual S~v~l1th Day Baptists 

who by Word; and life p~esent the Sabbath to ~the world. 

The American S~bbatl}Tract Society and its Board 'of Director~ 
are dedicated to the ta;kof'presentingChristand the: Sabbath to men 
and women everywhere. You are a. part' of that , society. .. Use your 
Recorder ·for that grec:tt purpose; use your tracts for that purpose; use, 
your books for that purpose; use your wordand~e your life to let others 
know of Christ, his kingdom; anclhis Lordshipofth~Sabbath day. 

/ 
( 

; 

SOME AVAILABLJg PUBLICATIONS 

Seventh Day Baptist Beliefs. . ... '.. 
. Seventh Day '~Baptists in'Europe and Amerka.(~.·· vol.) 

Spiritq.alSa.qbathis~ (LeWis) , j' 

Bi.bleStudies: on, Sabbath QllesHon (Main) 

Sabbath History I. (Hond) 

Music in WQrsh'ip flR()gers) 
A Manu~lfor Bii51eS~dy( Gre~ne)- ' 

Helping Hand (SibbathQuarterly,· -Sutton) 

J. 

'j 



JUST FOR THY BLESSING NOYV-- _WE PRAY 

Lillian Babcock EthIyn Davis 
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Tributes 1J;([j) Mo1ther 
Most aU the other beautiful things in life come _ by twos and 

threes, by dozens and hundredsX Plenty of _ roses, staut"s, sunsets, and 
rainbows, brothers' Wld sisters, aunts aitd cOU,Jsins, but only one 
Mother in all the wide world.-Kate Douglas Wiggin. 

1( think it must be written somewher~ that' th@ virtues of the 
mothers shall be -visited on their children as . wen as the sins of the 
fathers!-Charles Dickens. 

Men are what their mothers make them.-Emerson. 

I have not been able 1:0 find a single and useful insttirution which 
has not been founded by either an' intensely religious. man or by the 
son of' a praying father or a praying mother. I have made this state
ment before the Chambers of Commerce of. aU the 

0 

largest dties of 
'the country, and have ·asked them to bring: forward a case that. is an 
exception to this rule.' Thus far," 1( have not heard of a single one. 

-Roger Babson.' 

AU that- Jf am, 01" hope to be, Jf owe to my angel mother. 
_-_. Lincoln. . I 

Jfn after life you may have friends, fond, dear friends, but never 
will you have again the·· inexpressible love and gelldeness lavished 
upon you, which none but a mother can besitow.--Macaulay. 

A man never sees all that his mother has been to him tin it's 
too late to let her kl~OW that he sees it.-· -W. D: Howells. 

No. 20 




