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window at this moment, selling
- what - wares, makes a pecuhar hollow note, -

1
el ;ERE

Edltor’s Note. It is hxghly 1mportant for Sev-

RN

. enth Day Baptists to be correctly informed con- -
" cerning conditions throughout the world. The
" Far East comes -alive as.we read the iarticles . from
“Dr. Leslie B. Moss to the Churches ~of America

which he represents. Dr. Moss is one of the few
men from whom we can get firsthand information

interpreted in terms of the privilege and respon- .

51b1hty of the Churches. -

. HOW SHALL I WRITE“’

By Dr. Leslie B. Mossr
Executive . Director,

Church World Service

(This is the second of a series of articles Dr. Moss
wrote during his journey through the Or1ent)

To you at home who have not seen’ these
crowding sights, how shall I write? Every"

‘day traveling through these Islands of Indo-.
'nesia, come new impressions, sights, sounds

The street vender Who goes by my
1 know not

smells

almost like a bird’s sharp call. ‘Another pass-

‘ing within a few minutes has a hollow stick
“on which he beats a quick tattoo.

The lizard

in the house, a cultivated pet becausehe eats

“the flies and mosquitoes, makes a small, sharp

bark. The language that the people speak is
all unknown to me. How shall I write these
things to convey the atmosphere of Indo» ‘

nesia?

These tropic.islands strung along the Equaf‘ |
tor like beads upon a string, have a popula*
tion of mnearly 70,000,000 but only a. very*

- few can read and wr1te—perhaps 6 per cent '

altogether. This morning I have been visit-
ing a few of the institutions here in Batavia
run by the Republican Government. They -

were teaching the youth and their elders— ta/

read and write by the simple, direct methods
developed. In most of the places there was
no paper, and nothing with which to write.’

The teacher wrote the symbols on the black- .
board. An orphanage for Muslim children =

housed 250 children. A class of five- and
six-year-olds were called upon to. demanstrate
their mental .prowess for the visitor and at

the tops of their Iungs——hterally—and in
"complete unison, they Went down the 11st of

(Contlnued on page 155)
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Then, you are too busy.

How these words rang and registered as
a recent Conference speaker declared them.

Yes, we are too busy, if we are too busy to
pray. .Think of yesterday—did you pray?
Think of today—have you been too busy
to pray? What, then, about tomorrow?

Our lives are made up of our yesterdays,
and tomorrows. - “What we are to
“we are now becom-

todays,
be™ in our prayer life
l'ng.ﬁﬁ

Fathers and mothers, are we too busy to
pray for our sons and daughters? Then, we

are too busy.

are we too busy

Like-

Sons and daughters,
to pray for our fathers and mothers?

wise, we are too busy.

are you too busy to pray fop
Then, you are too busy.

Teachers,
your students?

are you too busy to pray for
Also, you are too busy.

Students,
your teachers?

Pastors, are you too busy to pray for the

people whom you serve? Then, you are too
busy. We know of a certain busy Methodist
pastor of Cleveland, Ohio, whose custom it
was to use Sabbath morning at his study
praying by name for the congregation to
which he ministered. , Think of the spiritual
dynamic created and the power produced
through such praying! Without doubt many
of the people prayed for their pastor.

Folks, are you too busy to pray for the
pastor who serves the Church of your choice?
Then, you are too busy. The list of pastors
for whom the people are praying is length-

Think of the unseen, yet evident,

ening.
effect your prayers are having upon your
pastor!

In fact, there are few Churches the mem-

bers of which are not praying for their
pastors, and the pastors of which are not
praying for their members. Else, are the

Churches, true Churches, and the pastors,
consecrated pastors? The cords of Christian

grace and love created by prayer bind people
and pastors in an unbreakable bond.

Pastors and people, are we too busy to
pray for those out of Christ? Then, we
are too busy. Let us think for a moment

where we might be and what we might be
doing now, had not folks who are in Christ
prayed for us? (My friends, this writer has

been held to the right road by the realization
that family and friends were praying for
him. And, sometimes in the struggle to
stay on the right road, the fact that he would
fail the folks  who were praying for him,
helped to hold him there.)

Where would you be and what would you
be doing now, had not folks who  are.in
Christ prayed for you?

Honestly, now, since we were brought to
Christ partly through prayer, what responsi-
bility have we for those out of Christ now?

(This writer, for some reason, has been
spared to return home after two World Wars.
Upon viewing some of the ruins of devastated
Eurdpe, seing some of the hunger and hard-
ship pushing hard in the wake of the -more
recent conflict, and witnessing the suffering
as well as the final resting places of some
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who did not return—he keenly senses his
three-fold duty and respon31b111ty to work
for World Peace.)

By the same token, ought we not to sense
keenly our privilege and responsibility to-
ward those out of Christ today?

By far the strongest reason for our finding
time to pray is that Jesus was never too
busy to pray.

“And it came to pass in those days, that
he went out into a mountain to pray, and
continued all night in prayer to God.” Luke
6: 12.

Are we too busy to pray?
too busy.

Then, we are

PRAYER POEMS

More things are wrought by prayer
Than this world dreams of. Wherefore,
voice '

Rise like a fountain for me night and day.
For what are men better than sheep or goats
That nourish a blind life within the brain,

If, knowing God, they lift not hands of prayer
Both for themselves and those who call them friend?
For so the whole round earth is every wav

Bound by gold chains about the feet of God.
“Idylls of the Kina.”

let thy

—From

Unanswered yet? The prayer your lips have pleaded
In agony of heart these many years?

Does faith begin to fail; is hope departing
And think you all in vain those falling tears?

Say not, the Father hath not heard your prayer;
You shall have your desire, sometime, somewhere.

Unanswered yet? Tho' when you first presented
This one petition at the Father’s throne,

It seemed you could not wait the time of asking,
So urgent was your heart to make it known.
Tho’ years have passed since then, do not despair;
The Lord will answer you, sometime, somewhere.

—Ophelia G. Browning.

If Radio’s slim fingers can pluck a melody

From night—and toss it over a continent or sea;

If the petalled white notes of a violin

Are blown across the mountains or the city’s din;

If songs, like crimson roses, are culled from thin
blue air

Why should mortals wonder if God hears prayer?

—ZEthel Romig Fuller.

“Don’t get BEHIND the pastor; get up
there along side of him and help him.”
—Lawson Cooke.

HOW FAR DOES YOUR
HOME GO?

One afternoon I walked alorng a quiet
street in an attractive residential suburb. I
noticed that practically all the houses were
built upon lots which were fifty feet in width.
The fifty-foot lot is characteristic of present
day life. It is a far cry from the large plan-
tations of the southland and the rolling
ranches of the West. As the owner of the
fifty-foot lot thinks of these, he may feel
somewhat cramped at the thought that his
own home goes only as far as the few feet
to the property line of his adjoining neigh-
bor.

“How far does your home go?” This
question may have reference to something far
more important than the lot upon which
your home is located. How far does your

home go in its interest in humanity and the
world?

There are homes that in the range of their
interest do not go beyond their own property
line. The people in them live only for
themselves and are content so long as there
is peace and prosperity within their own
walls. There are other homes which are
vitally concerned about others and about
community interests and world interests.

The message of Jesus, “Ye shall be wit-
nesses unto me unto the uttermost part
of the earth,” applies to the Christian home
as well as to the individual Christian. The
Christian home, even if it be situated upon a
fifty-foot lot, can extend in its interest unto
the ends of the earth. There are numerous
ways whereby it may express such interest,
but none which is more effective than family
prayer. It can pray for the cause of mis-
sions. It can pray for missionaries by name.
It can pray for Christian institutions around
the world. It can pray for the needy people

everywhere whom missions and missionaries

The result of such family
Out of such

seek to serve.
prayer is beyond calculation.

homes come workers for the mission fields

and laymen with the holy cause upon their
hearts, and in them forces are generated
which make for the redemption of the
whole world. — Roy H. Short, in The Upper

Room. _ .
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Sermon preached Sunday morning, August 24,
1947, at the Seventh Day Baptist General
Conference, Westerly, R. 1.

By REV. LOYAL F. HURLEY

“Ye have not chosen me, but I have
chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should
go and br1ng forth fruit, and that your. fru1t
should remain.” — John 15: 16.

“Free to serve!” These words were uttered
by a thoughtful woman as she saw a giant
ship slide down the ways as it was launched

Rev. Loyal F. Hurley

into the ocean. Only in the water could it
find its proper element. It was built for the
sea, and only there could it properly serve.

A man is like that ship. He was made

.for the fellowship and service of God, and

only there ‘does he find his element. He ‘was
“created in Christ Jesus unto good works.”

He finds the ocean of God’s blessing and

discovers there his own usefulness only when -

he is redeemed by Christ, and surrenders his
life to Christ’s service. “‘Saved to Serve,”
expresses the purpose for man’s redemption.

It would seem that such a general state-
ment-should express the understandmg of all
Christians as to the fact of, and the reason
for, their salvation. But the understanding
of salvation varies widely among those called
Christians, just as their conception of service
varies also. - It may pay us to think for a

while on what this phrase, “Saved to Serve,”
should mean for such a people as Sevsn/tb
Day Baptists. We are Christian, Protestant
Baptlst Sabbathkeepers. What should bemg
‘saved”” mean to us, and what should ‘serv-

. LT
ice” mean to us?
I.

~The first part of this message will con-
sider what it means to be “saved” as Chris-
tian, Protestant, Baptist Sabbathkeepers.

“Saved” Christian

I

1. What is a “saved’ _Christian? Sev-
enth Day Baptists teach that a “‘saved” Chris-
tian is one who has had a living, personal
experience with Christ Himself. It means
more than being just a citizen of a so-called
Christian nation, or being just a non-Mo-
hammedan or non-Buddhist. It means a rela-
tionship with Christ so vital that Jesus Him-
self likened it to the relationship of a branch
to a vine, calling Himself the Vine, and call-
ing us the branches. John calls the true
followers of Christ “teknia”—"“born ones™—
with a meaning very much like the affec-
tionate Scottish term “bairns.” A ‘“‘saved”
Christian is one who has been -born into
God’s family."

It is not difficult to know whether one is
really a “saved”™ person. Folks everywhere
think of God as the great Creator, or the
Sustainer of the universe, or the Judge to
whom we must sometime give account, but
the unsaved person never thinks of God as
his Father. When one is born into God’s
family he always thinks of God as his
Father. “And because ye are sons,” wrote
Paul in Galatians 4: 6, “God sent forth the
Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying,

Abba, Father.” A.S.V. Obedience is an-
other evidence of " being ‘“saved.” “And-
hereby we know that we know him, if we .

keep his commandments. He that saith, I
know him, and keepeth not his command-
ments, is a liar, and the truth is Aot in him;
but whoso keepeth his word, in him verily

- hath the love of God been perfected Hereby

we know that we are in him.” (I John 2
3-5) A.S.V. Love for God s other children

is still another evidence. “We know that

'we have passed out of death into life, be-.

cause we’ love the brethren.” ‘(1' John 3:
14) ASV.
“To be “saved™ as a Christian means, then

such an experience through Christ as brmgs
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one into a filial relationship with God. In
this relationship God naturally seems like
a Father whom we love to obey, and all His
other redeemed children seem like brothers

and sisters.

A “Saved” Protestant

2. What is it to be ‘“‘saved™ as a Prot-
estant? It means that one is related to God
through a personal experience in Christ,
but it means more. Both the way to have
this experience in Christ, and the assurance
that one has had it, are learned through the
message of God in the Bible, and not through
an institution called the Church, nor through
a pope, nor a prlest A Protestant’s author-
ity is the Book. *“The Bible, the whole Bible,
and nothing but the Bible, is the religion
of Protestants.”” To this historic statement
of Chillingworth most Seventh Day Baptists
would give glad assent. '

But the Bible as an authority is to be in-
terpreted by the Holy Spirit, and not merely
by man; by the Inner Light, and not by ex-
ternal authority. So, to be “saved,” as a
Protestant understands that term, does not
mean that one has been baptized, nor that
one has his name on some Church record,
but that he has entered into fellowship with
Christ according to such directions as are
found in the Bible, and that he has assur-
ance of that relationship according to evi-

dences described in God’s Holy Word.

A “Saved” Baptist

3. What is it to be “saved™ as a Baptist?
Many people would answer immediately that
it means one has been 1mmersed——for do not
Baptists stress “water” and “much water™?
The fact is that Baptists lay much less stress
on baptism than many other denominations.
Some groups insist, wheénever there is occa-
sion for baptism, either of an adult or an
infant, that the bishop must baptize if he
is present; if there is no bishop present then
the priest must baptize; if there is no priest
present then a deacon must baptize; if there
is no deacon present, then a layman must
baptize. Why all this sense of urgency? Be-
cause, according to the teaching of such
~ denominations, baptism is essential to sal-

vation. Now Baptists repudiate any such
notion. Nobody is saved by water, either
much or little. Baptists rather withhold
baptism than insist upon it. They withhold

it from infants, and from those who do not
manifest evidence of a born-again experience

with the Lord.

The basis of Baptist attitude is their un-
derstanding of the incalculable worth of each
life in the sight of God, coupled with their
idea of the inalienable right of each indi-
vidual to enter into fellowship with God
on the basis of his own conscience and faith.
Baptism, then, in the understanding of Bap-
tists, is only an outward symbol of an inner
experience, to be granted only to such as
have had such an experience, and who de-

~sire, out of their personal sense of loyalty to

Christ, to make their experience a matter of
public declaration.

To be “saved” as a Baptist, therefore,
means that an individual of incalculable
worth has entered, with God, into a relation-
ship of indescribable value. And since God
deals personally with each individual on the
basis of his own faith and surrender, this
relationship is one in which no outsider has
the right to meddle or dictate. So Baptists
respect his experience with God, and his
conviction of duty, both in the Church and
in the community. They are happy to
“bury him with Christ in baptism™ as an
expression of his personal experience with
God in Christ, and as a symbol of the new
life which the individual wishes to declare
to the world. But they never_ consider his
baptism as the important matter; a man’s ex-
perience with the Christ who baptizes “in
the Holy Spirit and in fire” is the matter that
Baptists consider salvation. That is an ex-
perience so overwhelming in significance that
no one has the right to interfere or dictate
in this sacred relationship between a soul
and its God To have such an exper1ence
is to be ‘“‘saved™ as a Baptist.

A “Saved” Sabbathkeeper
4. What is it to be ““saved™ as a Sabbath-

-keeper? Well, it is not that we are saved
by keeping the law, the Sabbath law or .any -

other. For Seventh Day Baptists believe in
salvation by grace through faith. Paul wrote,
“For by grace are ye saved through faith;

and that not of yourselves: it is the glft/of
God: not of works, lest any man should

boast.” (Ephesians 2: 8, 9.) Seventh Day
Baptists believe that salvatlon is from sin,

in the broadest sense of that expression. We
are saved from our own ways, and the World 'S
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ways, to God’s ways, as we find God’s ways
taught in the Scriptures. We believe a man

should be saved from Sabbathbreaking as

well as from any other violation of God’s
will. 'We do not keep the Sabbath with any
idea of earning our salvation, or meriting
the goodness of God in any degree, but as
an evidence of our love for One who show-
ers His grace upon us in a complete salva-
tion. ““This is the love of God, that we keep
his commandments and his commandments
are. not grievous.” (1 John 5: 3.)

To be “saved™ as a Sabbathkeeper, there-
fore, means to be so changed in heart by
personal fellowship with Christ that, out of
love and gratitude for God’s goodness one
gladly surrenders his own ways and the
ways of the world, and accepts God’s ways
as completely as he understands those ways.
One aspect of God’s ways is the holy Sabf
bath of rest.

Therefore, to be “saved” as Christian,
Protestant, Baptist, Sabbathkeepers is to
enter into a personal fellowship with God
through Christ so that we recognize God
as our Father, and all God’s other redeemed
children as our brothers and sisters. Both
the way of salvation and the assurance of it,

~ with all its blessings, are based on the revela-

tion of God in the Bible, and not on the
authority of Church or priest. It is an ex-
perience so sacred and valuable that no one
has the right to meddle or dictate about it
in another’s life. And because this experi-
ence is so graciously bestowed without any
merit whatsoever on the part of the recipient,
it leads one, out of love, to desire to do the
whole will of God, so far as that will is
known, including the honormg of God’s
holy Sabbath
) 1.

The other part of our theme is “Service.”
How does one serve as a Sabbathkeeping,
Baptist, Protestant, Christian? It may not
be possible to separate all the elements as
clearly as one might wish, but we may be
able to make some clear distinctions.

Sabbathkeepers Who Serve

1. How shall we serve as Sabbathkeepers?
First, we should know and teach the truth

concerning the Sabbath. We should under-

stand the origin of Sunday as a Christian

festival and keep the facts before the world.

- at all.

T

Neander, the great historian of the Christian
Church, wrote: “Opposition to Judaism in-
troduced the particular festival of Sunday
very early, indeed, into the place of the Sab-
bath. .. The festival Sunday, like all other
festivals, was always only a human ordi-
nance; and it was far from the intention of
the apostles to establish a divine command
in this respect, far from them, and from the
early apostolic Church, to transfer the laws
of the Sabbath to Sunday ” William Prynne

quotes from the decisions of the Council of

Laodicea, A. D. 364, and comments as fol-
lows: “Because Christians ought not to
Judaize, and to rest on the Sabbath, but to
work on that day (which many did refuse at
that time to do), but preferring in honor
the Lord’s Day (there being then a great
controversy among Christians which of these
two days should have precedence), if they
desired to rest, they should do’ this as Chris-

tians. .Wherefore if they shall be found to

Judaize, let-them be accursed from Christ.”
Prynne continues to comment as follows:
““The seventh-day Sabbath was solemnized by
Christ, the apostles, and primitive Christians,
till the Laodicean Council did in a manner
quite abolish the observance of it. ... . The
Council of Laodicea (about A. D. 364) first
settled the observance of the Lord’s Day, and
prohibited the keeping of the Jewish Sabbath
under an anathema.”

Seventh Day Baptists should remember and
teach that it was paganism and anti-Semitism
that put Sunday in the place of the Sabbath
of ‘God, thus ushering in the no-Sabbathism
that is so prevalent now, as in ages past.
‘Within the last few weeks a Baptist pastor
expressed to me his surprise and wonder that

Sabbathkeepers could maintain their Churches
He said that members of regular

Sundaykeeping Churches were working on

Sunday in increasing numbers, and that any

regard for the Sabbath or sacred-time was
fast waning. H1s attitude seemed to sug-
gest this query:
can’t hold people true to Sunday with the
custom of the majority behind it, how?"can
you hold your people true to-the Saturday
Sabbath with custom. all against it?””> What

he didn’t see was that the substitution of
a- man-made pagan day in the place of the

‘Holy Day of God was the cause of the loss
of .any sense of sacred time.

- That is what
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ust teach the world in this day when

the scientific and economic world is clamor-
ing for a World Calendar with a wandering

Sabbath. T .

Above all, Seventh Day Baptists can serve
by demonstratmg before men a character so
honorable and fair, so clean and joyous, that
folks will want to find the source of such
noble living. An ounce of demonstration is
worth a pound of argument.

Baptists- Who Serve

2. How are we to serve as Baptists? In
this hour of world history Baptists have un-
limited opportunity for service. We still
insist on the incalculable worth of each in-
dividual while millions over the earth are
suffering and dying from no fault of their
own. In the last year we have sent over
10,000 Ibs. of food and clothing to Seventh
Day Baptists in Germany at a shipping cost
of over $6,000, besides our services to other
nations and groups. Let us continue to de-
fend the rights, and, so far as possible, supply
the needs, of all, of whatever race, or creed,
or.color. Let us stand for the rights of Labor,
and the equal rights of Industry, and the
forgotten rights of the unorganized groups
that are caught helpless and almost speech-
less in the conflict between Capital and Labor.
Let us stand for the rights of all persecuted
minorities, for no minority can expect safety
unless all minorities are equally safe. The
rights of colored people should claim our
support in America, and over the world.
America still has a Japanese problem to solve,
as some of us who have lived in California
know all too well, and it can be solved only
when it is handled in righteousness. Anti-
. Semitism is a world-wide problem. In the
last ten years more Jews have been tortured
and slain than in any similar period in all
history. Have Baptists, with their insistence
on the incalculable value of each individual,
nothing to say about this butchery and abuse?
The whole world is a field of service for
Baptists.

Again, the individual rights of men are
possible only in some form of democratic
state. The very heart of Baptist ideas is
destroyed in a totalitarian dictatorship. Bap-
tists have no choice but democracy. Henry
J. Taylor wrote in this month’s Christian
Herald: ““There’s more than a coinhcidence in
the fact that both Fascism and Communism,

they cannot compete

as totalitarian ideas, make war on religious
thought. No totalitarian political racket can
stand the competition of man as a free crea-
ture. Communists who set themselves up as
political idols know, like the Fascists, that
with free thought
within the people.” |

Especially it should be made clear that
neither economic rights nor political rights
can be maintained without religious nghts
and freedom. Baptists, if they wish to con-
tinue as Baptists, must uphold the position
of Roger Williams in supporting the right
of any creed, or of no creed, to considered
respect. Seventh Day Baptists must support
that right for others, and must maintain it
among themselves. Of course, our liberty of
conscience both as individuals and as
Churches would give us the right to formu-
late any sort of creed we might wish. But
if -we surrender the deep convictions that
we have held through the years we shall
lose those sturdy characteristic that have
dominated our denominational history. If,
on the other hand, we formulate a stern and
cast-iron creed we shall lose all moral right
to the name of Baptist, no matter what else
we may merit. As Baptists, then, we shall

serve best by striving to maintain the rights .

of all men, of every race, and creed, and
color—economic rights, social rights, political
rights, conscience rights, moral rights, and
especially religious rights.

Protestants Who Serve

3. How shall we serve as Protestants? By
living, and teaching, and scattering the Bible!
The Sabbath is in it; liberty is in it; the
Gospel of salvation is in it. Apart from it
there is no personal or national progress.
Where it has been known and followed, and
later neglected or discounted, there individ-
uals and nations decay and fall into ruin.
One need only mention Germany as a ter-
rible example.

God deals generally with- all mankind in--
certain general ways. He sends sunshine
and rain on all alike. He deals sometimes
in bountiful harvests, and at other times in
drought or flood or famine. Scientists may
cause a small rainfall or snowfall, but they
are helpless when the whole heaven seems
to fall in a cloudburst, or terrible snowstorm,
or tornado. God still controls the weather.
And God deals generally with all men in
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'everybody loses:

such a judgment as a war. Nobody wins;
And the ]udgment falls in
varying degrees upon us all.

- But ‘God deals personally and intimately

with men only through a message that is

received and believed and obeyed. The

‘history of Christian missions is incontroverti-

ble evidence of that fact. ‘“‘Faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
(Romans 10: 17.)
of God’s Word has been accepted, men and
nations have begun to rise; where it is re-
fused, men and nations stagnate.

George Mueller wrote: “The vigor of our
spiritual life will be in exact proportion to
the place held by the Bible in our life and
thoughts I solemnly state this from the
experience of fifty-four years. The first
three years after conversion I neglected the

Word of God. Since I began to search it

~ diligently the blessing has been wonderful.

I have read the Bible through one hundred
times,
Each time it seems like a new book to me.
Great has been the blessmg from consecutive,
diligent, daily study.”

And Dwight L. Moody wrote: “I prayed
for faith, and thought that some day faith
would come down and strike me like light-
ning. But faith did not seem to come. One
day I read in the tenth chapter of Romans,
‘Now faith cometh by hearing, and heanng
by the word of God.’
and prayed for faith. 1 now opened my
Bible and began to study, and faith has been

growing ever since.
What Mr. Moody found true about faith
is true also about courage, or peace, or wis-
dom, or salvation, or guidance. God deals
personally with men only through a message
which they beheve and obey. T have

watched quite a number of nominal and

formal Church members change into dynamic
and victorious -and consecrated Christians.
Some have become a vital blessing to their

‘local Churches, and some have become an

inspiration and blessing to our whole de-
nomination, and some in other denomina-
tions.. In every single case the-change has
come because the individual has learned from
the Bible. what God offers; and has. believed
and claimed for himself what God promised.

We shall serve .as Protestants only as we

know and 11ve teach and scatter the Blble

Wherever the message

and always with increasing delight.-

I had closed my Bible,

Chrlstlans Who Serve

4. How shall we’ serve as Chr1st1ans7
“Ye are my witnesses,” said Jesus. *“Ye have
not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and
ordained you, that ye should go and bring
forth fru1t and that your f{ruit should re-
main.’ (John_ 15: 16.) We are to share
the Good News of sdlvation that has been
our greatest blessing and our chiefest joy.
We must share it for Christ’s sake; we must

share it for other’s sake; but we must share

Muscles unused
a mind unused

it also for our own sake.
grow weak and powerless;

- grows dull and slow; joy unexpressed fades

into somberness, and gloom; faith unshared
grows weak and dim, and tends to discourage-
ment and doubt. We must use or lose; we
must evangelize or fossilize; we must share
our faith or we die. Jesus said to the Jewish
nation that had. fa11ed to tell the Gentile
world of the goodness of God, “Therefore

, The klngdom of God shall be taken
away from you, and shall be given to a

nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.”
(Matthew 21: 43.) A. S. V.

- As Sabbathkeepers we must teach and
preach the Sabbath, and then demonstrate its

blessing in our, lives.

As Baptists we must work and sacrifice
for the rights of all. men of every race, and
color, and creed. We must continue to main-
tain . the right of conscience for ourselves,
and for all others.

As Protestants we must know the riches
of life that God offers to us in His Holy -

Word; we must believe His promises; we
must accept the riches of His grace. - But

we must also scatter this blessed Book broad-
cast over the world, that others besides our-
selves may know of His goodness and Hls

- love.

As 'Christians we must share our faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ that both we and

others may know and en‘oy the love of

- Christ that. passeth knowledge.

Yes, we are Sabbathkeepers with a Truth
to teach; we are Baptists with a Liberty to
maintain; we are Protestants with a Book to
scatter.
with a loving Lord of Life to share with all
the lost-and hungering hearts of men We

are SAVED TO SERVE' -
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But, most of all, we are Christians -




THE VALUE OF ThE KINGDOW:

By Rev. Leslic O. Greene -

“Jesus went about in all Gahlee, teaching
in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel
of the kingdom.” Matthew 4: 23.

Christ felt it His duty to spread the king-
dom throughout all the cities and country-
side where He was privileged to travel. He

was free to declare Himself the “light of the
world,” and, as such, He must demonstrate
that the powers of light are stronger than
the powers of darkness. To make life a

success, He would have men seek for those

things which are paramount to all worldly
possessions. To this end He taught that
there is a true and noble order of human
endeavor which gives a sufficient and unfail-

ing guarantee to real happiness.

A study of the verses below should give
us a better appreciation of what the king-
dom is and what it does for everyone who
is seeking to enter it. The ‘Bible is built
around the idea of the kingdom, and it is the
development of that conception which lends
true unity to the Scriptures. The prophets
looked forward to the day when the reign
of God should begin on earth. John the
Baptist announced the presence of the king-
dom when he introduced Christ’s coming
among those of his day. What Jesus de-
clared to the disciples about His kingdom
gives us assurance of its value for our day.

It sounds a solemn warning to the negli-
gent. “Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is
at hand.” Matthew 4: 17. Repentance is the
key which unlocks the way. There will be
no one in the kingdom who ‘has not re-
nounced sin and is willing to walk the way
Christ - directs.

It makes possible a regenerative power for
true living. “Except a man be born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” John
3: 3. There is no possible way for one to
behold this spiritual realm unless he has been
born from above. He must first become a
new creature.

It provides a real purpose for satisfactory
living. “Seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness; and all these (tem-

poral) things shall be added unto you.” Mat-
thew 6: 33. It is very plain that a distinc-

tion must be made between temporal and -
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eternal. There is no need to be unnecessarily
worried about food and clothing if we are
deeply concerned with spiritual matters.

It gives honest motive for worth-while
attainments. ~ Whosoever shall do and teach
them (my commandments), the same shali
be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”
Matthew 5: 19. Those who belong to the
kingdom strive for the best things. This re-
quires both obedience to God’s command-
ments and the teaching of them to others.

It gives a right appreciation of eternal
values.
in riches to enter into the kingdom of God.”
Mark 10: 24. There is much to let loose
when one enters this spiritual kingdom,
much that he cannot use; but there is far
more to gain which may not be discerned
at first. Soon one will see how foolishly he
had been clinging to perishable treasures.

It will bring ultimately a most satisfying
goal. “The kingdom of God is not eating
and drinking, but righteousness and peace
and joy in the Holy Spirit.”> Romans 14: 17.
American Standard Version. When we eat
and drink it is to satisfy certain carnal crav-
ings, but knowing there are better things,
we center our attention and efforts on prod-
ucts of spiritual living which bring peace
and joy,; not born of the material but found
only in the comfort of the Holy Spirit.

R
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ANNUAL MEETING
AMERICAN SABBATH TRACT
SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY

The annual meeting of the members of the
American Sabbath Tract Society of New
Jersey, for the election of officers and trustees
and for the transaction of such business
as may properly come before them, will be
held in the Seventh Day Baptist Church,
Shiloh, N. J., on Sunday afternoon, Septem'

ber 14, 1947, at two o’clock. e

Franklin A, Langworthy,
President,

Frederik J. Bakker,

Recording Secretary.

Our civilization cannot survive materially

Aunless it is redeemed spiritually.

—Woodrow Wllson

150

THE SABBATH RECORDER

“How hard is it for them that trust .

-:@A . @' . Q‘;:

—Godliness.

WERE GOD'S ADVERT!

The Church is the Jobber for the best merchandlse ever
offered—Godliness.- But how well have you been “sold”?

'@c\le contnbuted by Mrs. C. M11ford
: - Crandall, Andover, N. Y.

By JEROME P. FLEISHMAN
Editor, Fleishman Business Publications,
Baltimore, Md.

Not at all. It has always

Sacrilegious?
seemed to me that Goodness, which means
Godliness, needs an advertising manager.

Sin is very efficiently advertised. It has
the advantage of being something that the
buyer knows about. When the desire for a
commodity already is established, the market-
ing of that commodity is a comparatively
simple matter. _

But Goodness is something that must be
sold. The desire for it must be created. And
getting the purchaser’s name on the dotted
line requires, to my way of thinking, the
very highest kind of salesmanship.

ltiequuarters for Goodness seems for cen-
turies to have been established in the Church:

The Church is the jobber for the best
brand of merchandise ever offered humanity
Ministers, priests, and rabbis
are the Church’s sales managers. But some
of them need lessons in salesmanship.

Too often they sell us the negative side
of their stock in trade. They tell us what
will happen to us if we aren’t good. In
lurid word pictures they paint Hell in all its
horribleness. They dwell on- our earthly
sins in all their fascinating detail.

Sometimes they almost make us proud that
we are worldly enough to know a th1ncr or
two.

That is negative saﬁlesmansh1p.

It is easy to make people sing hymns. . It

is difficult—very difficult—to make them feel -

down in their very souls the meaning of
those hymns

That is where many modern salesmen of
Godliness fall down.

That is why an Advert1smg Ma.n is needed

- for Goodness.

If I were God’s: advert1s1ng man, I Would
map out a campaign aimed to put into every
human heart love for its fellows and a real
desire - to serve them

being helpful.

I would plan the kind of “copy” that
would smash its way into the dark fastnesses
of religious bigotry and let the sunshine of

love in.

I would create in every human breast a
desire for the finer things of life—for art, for
music, for good books, for the songs of
birds, and the laughter of children. For only
as we grow sp1r1tually can we hope to evolve
morally.

There Would be built Temples of Friend-
liness, and every day in the year there would
be preached in them a sermon by some man
or some woman who had suffered enough to
know how to be kind. |

There would be sold, through a campaign
of constructive, example, the advantages of
Thirsty souls' would be wa-

tered with refreshing, inspiring, uplifting
draughts from the Well of Man’s Brother-
hood.

I would not preach “I would teach. I
would not frighten. I would enlighten. 1
would not damn. I would praise. 1 would
not squeeze the essence out of Spirituality
between the narrowing ‘'walls of Prejudice
and Hate. I would give that essence room
to expand and send its healing fragrance into
the far corners of the earth.

If the inventor of sincere co-ordinated and
collective worship could come back and see
what a mess of things Man has made of the
original wholesome idea, -he’d probably be'
glad his patent had expired. .
There is no travesty on Goodness quite so

e

‘reprehensible as the serene egoist who, with

a closed mind, sits in acrid ]udgment on his
fellows.

There is noth1ng wrong w1th Reho'mn
There is something sadly amiss with our con-
ception of it and our practice of it—some-

- thing’ which might be remedied" through the =~ -
W1despread he?aldlng (wh1ch 1s Advert1smg,; R
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- Last winter was Europe’s worst. The com-
ing winter will be even worse because of.a

poor harvest and short fuel supplies, accord- .
ing to the report sent yesterday to,all state

presidents of the United Council of Church
Women from Mrs. Ruth M. Worrell, na-

tional president.

Mrs. Worrell, who has just returned from
a survey trip which included visits to Eng-
land and most of the western and mid-conti-
nental countries, urged the state leaders to
exert themselves to the utmost in their pro-
gram of giving money and goods to help the
people victimized by these conditions.

As national UCCW president, Mrs. Wor-
rell represents 10,000,000 women of all Prot-

estant denom1nat1ons in v1rtually every state
of the United States.

School Kits Needed

Spec1ﬁcally, Mrs. Worrell urged the state
presidents to press ahead with the school out-
fits they are preparing for half a million
children between the ages of six and twelve.
These will contain complete clothing outfits
—including shoes—and school classroom sup-
plies which are almost entirely lacking in
many countries. FEach box will contain some
schoolyard toy, such as a ball or jump rope,
and a card of greeting from the person or
group packing the box. :

Hot Soups!

The bundles and boxes are being packed
in local Churches and will be dedicated at
World Community Day services throughout
the country, November 7, before being
shipped overseas through Church World
Service, the co-operative Protestant relief

after all) of a kinder, less self-engrossed, more
understanding and forgiving and loving and
helping attitude toward human frailty and
its restless millions who are trying to find
Peace in material things and in a shallow,
formal conformity which, more often than
not, is moth-eaten with hypocrisy.

To bring about that attitude is a Heculean
job. But, at least, I'd struggle hard to do

—Reprinted from ““Journal of Living,” Jan-
uary, 1947. '

RSE THAN W.%T - IS " TERR

and reconstruction agency. An offer1ng taken
the same day will provide noon lunches of
hot soup for some of the worst undernour-

ished children.

Mrs. Worrell Reports

Mrs. Worrell’s report to the state presi-
dents said, in part:

“I have just returned from my trip to
Europe, where I had the opportunity of

visiting ten different countries and seeing,

not only the terrific need, but how we are
meeting it through our distribution centers.
I came back burdened as I have never been
burdened in my life wondering how I could
make you all understand the things I have
seen. The first and foremost need in Europe
today is food. That need is so tremendous
that it can only be handled by governments.
However, through our response on World
Community Day we can make it possible
for thousands of children to have hot soup
at noon.

“Last winter was the worst Europe had
seen. This next winter will be even worse
because of a poor harvest and there will be
an even greater lack of fuel. I could not
understand how people lived when I saw the
ruins where many of them were without any
fuel rationing whatsoever. I cannot put it
into words because we have no words to
express such a situation. Caring for 500.000
children on World Community Day becomes
a must!”’

What Has Been Done Can Be Done Again
In the fall of 1945 the UCCW sent

through Church World Service, which has

administered aid in thirty Asiatic and Euro-
pean countries, more than a million baby
diapers and thousands of complete layettes.

Last year the organization assembled at least -

500,000 *“*Kiddie Kits” for children aged
two to five. — Church World Service. -

- Editor’s Note: This is a must! November is
month after next! - Now is none too soon! How
many School Kits will your Church prepare and
pack? How many “hot soups™

- Community Day offering provide?
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will your World.

“to us, but one we all love.

RE?&?%E‘?E@ WR&YE%

At the time of the observance of the
World Day of Pray last year we were’
“enemy aliens” in occupied China. At Chee-
loo University, Tsinan, Shantung, China, we
were a little group of British and Americans
living on a campus from which our Chinese
friends—staff, students, workmen—had had
to move. Dur1ng this time there was a short
prayer service each evening in the little An-
glican chapel—the only place of worship left
The material for
World Day of Prayer was used in a series
of services on Friday evenings—extending
all through Lent, if I recall correctly. One
evening a Scotch friend of mine,

of the English Biptist Mission, had been
asked to offer prayer “thanking Him for His
understanding, for His unfaﬂlng love, and
for His power to help us face our trials vic-
toriously.” Afterward I asked her for a
copy, and it was among the very small amount
of such material I brought with me when we
were repatriated. The prayer follows:

“Gracious Father, we thank Thee for the
comfort of Thine understandmg We, who,

even while yearning after- Thee, yet persist
in our selfish foolishness, we who cannot
understand ourselves, thank Thee for Thine

‘understanding of us each one.

“Thou who dost know the heart of man

and dost love man’s soul with inestimable :

love, on Thee we lean during this Qquiet
hour, resting in the peace and comfort of
havmq been forgiven, understood, and loved.
“We pray again for an emptying of self
and an infilling of Thy Holy Spirit. O, Holy
Spirit, pray through us those prayers which
we would feign express for the souls of men
evervwhere to be yielded to God.
“We pray for courage to be humble;
“We pray for the courage of patience and
meekness the courage to be gentle. |
“We pray for pat1ence to wait upon ‘Thee,
patience to listen in peace . . .
“O that we might ‘have a measure of the
courage of Jesus to live wvictoriously over

‘every thought or word that would suggest

-anything other than implicit trust in Thee.

“O that we might attain that selflessness
that our every act may be constra1ned by
love for Thee.: Amen.”

—-World Day of Prayer 1943

| Carrie.
Prentice Scott (Mrs. James Cameron Scott)

MEDITATION .

A group of Church women in Rochester,
N. Y., meeting to study the elements of ecu-
menical worship, used this Meditation by

" Dr. William H. Jeffreys, a med1ca1 missionary

to China: .

“The same Jesus—yesterday, today and for-
ever. ,

The same fellowship—the disciples gathered
together and Jesus in the midst.

The same Upper Room—above the world’s
unquiet, full of rest and peace.

" The same Table—the very same Table in
all the world, where there is a place for
each one and for everyone.

The same Voice—the blessed Voice.

The same dear hand—stretched out, tender
beckoning, welcoming.

The same bread—* My body—given for
you,” ‘take and eat,” John and Peter and
you and I. '

The same cup— My blood—shed for, you.
Do this in remembrance of Me.’

The same love—past all understanding' O

Holy Love, come live in us—enter and

abide always.”
—World Day of Prayer, 1943

TR

ANNUAL 'MEETING
AMERECAN SABBATH TRACT
SOCIETY OF NEW YORK

The annual meeting of the members of the
American Sabbath Tract Society of New
York, for the election of officers and directors
and for the transaction of such business
as may properly come before them, will be
held in the Seventh Day Baptist Church
Shiloh, N. J., on Sunday afternoon, Septem'
ber 14, 1947 at two-thirty o’clock. -

Franklin A. Langworthy,
President,

Fredenk J. Bakker,
Recording Secretary.
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‘T can see how a man might look down

upon the earth and be..an atheist, but.I

" cannot conceive how he could look up into

the ‘heavens and say theére .is no God. -
: y » E—Abe meoln

~

THE sABBAm,;-mcomER




© The realization of the fellowship of men under God, and
the sense of a common destiny—these are all part of God’s

purpose revealed in Jesus Christ.

(Approved by the Executive Committee of The

Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in

America, and- issued through the Department of
the Church and Economic Life.)

The relations between workers and em-
ployers—whether in factory or on farm, in
office or in store—create some of the most

important problems of our time. The de-
cisions of responsible men and women in
these relationships profoundly affect the lives
of millions of people. An employer can put
thousands off the pay roll, a union can put
thousands on the street, and either can dis-
criminate against a race.

Concern of the Church
The Church cannot disregard the prob-
lems created by these relations nor overlook

their effects on men, women, and children.
The Christian Gospel affirms that men are
brothers because all are created in the image
of God and each is important in His sight.
How can the Church effectively express its
concern for people? How can it promote
a true recognition of the inherent worth of
each person, the right of each one to a place
in society, however humble, in which he can
contribute to the community while he sup-
ports himself and his family?

Local Church Family

The beginning must surely be made in the
Church itself. There must be a vigorous
effort to see that no congregation is a class
Church or a racial Church. That is not easy,
for Churches are usually nelghborhood or-
ganizations, and people live in neighbor-
hoods of similar economic status. But a true
visitation evangelism by the laymen of the
Churches will make possible a congregation
that crosses economic and racial and class
lines. A local Church family is the place. to
lay a foundation of sure and sympathetic un-
derstanding of other people and of why they
act as they do.

The Church and the Individual
Clearly the Church must reject both the
idea that most employers are greedy con-
spirators who combine in gigantic soulless
corporate entities, and the idea that organi-
zations of employees are usually a rabble led

by demagogues. The Church recognizes that
each individual is a part of many groups
almost from the cradle to the grave. He is
a part of a family, a school, a lunch club,
the round-house crowd. But the Church will
always appeal to the conscience of the single
person and call upon him to assert in his
group what that conscience says, even in the
face of hostility of that group.

Teamworkers

In a stable community human beings are
naturally teamworkers. But our communities
today are not stable. We have to adapt
ourselves to constant change, and because
as a civiliation we have not learned how to
do that, we feel profoundly insecure. Team-
work then suffers in our everyday life, espe-
cially in our employment relations.

The Goal

Much wvaluable research has been done in

the principles of .a society where constant
adaptation to social change is requ1red But
something is still lacking. The missing ele-

ment in industry is the goal for the team-

work and for the adaptation. The goal is to
serve God’s purpose in the light-of the
Christian Gospel. With a sound knowledge
of actual relations between employers and
employees, the Church can present the com-
munity with the demand that men shall go
beyond expediency, or even bare justice,
and shall work for a partnership based on
Christian good will.

The Church on Quest

It is also important that the Church should
see the problems of the responsible leaders of
labor and of management. It has been in-
creasingly effective, during and since the war,

in service to the sick, the bereaved, and the--

troubled. But the Church has not faced
adequately the problems of the layman, em-
ployer, and labor leader alike, who have to
decide between alternatives, none of which
is pleasant, each of Wthh carries with it
some apparent evil to some people. The
Church today is seeking ways to meet such
problems, and the help of every pastor and
every Christian layman should be enlisted.
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The Urge to Power

‘One of the serious elements in this par-
ticular field is the corruption of power. Most
of us have an urge for power. Organization
is essential in society but the corruption of
power is a danger in any organized activity.
The bigger the organization, the greater the
danger. The urge and competition for power
can exist among employers and union leaders,
and even among Church officials. The dan-
ger of business monopolies requires constant
limitation by government and constant vigi-

lance by the people. Internal ,p/’ litics today
_troubles many labor organizations. That has

been the problem of democracy as it grows
in size, ever since its dawn in Greece. .

Under God—the Church Can Help

The democracy that we in America derive
so largely from the independent Churches of
three hundred and more years ago gives us
hope that the Church today can greatly help
to solve this problem. For the kind of
democracy exemplified by our forefathers de-
pends upon our seeking God’s voice to guide
us in what each of us does and says, and
equally upon listening for Gods word in
what others seek to tell us. This humble re-
liance upon a Power higher than ourselves
‘and this constant recognition that others may
be closer to God’s will than we, have always
been characteristic of those most trusted by
the American people. These qualities have
helped to make our country great.

Plans Will Proceed

The Churches can also stimulate the con-
sciences of people as we listen to the threat
of the future, derived from our past experi-
ence of the business cycle. We Christians
cannot face with silence or inaction the pros-
pect of recurrent business depressions in
which unemployment rots the souls of men.
We recognize that this is a problem of pro-
found complexity and that men, highly quali-
fied, differ widely in their interpretations. and
their remedies. But we are equally impressed
with the area of agreement among these ex-
perts. We propose to the utmost of our
ability to create a background of Christian
principle in which the study, discussions, and

plans for-action to meet ‘the 51tuat1on w111

proceed

~ Our Confidence in God’s Purpose

Tomorrow will confront us with new prob-
lems and new crises. We must approach the
future with confidence that skill and resources
are available for fresh answers which will
bring us into a better economic life. This
confidence can be sustained only if we know
that our objectives are rooted in God’s pur-
pose. The realization of the fellowship of
men under God, and the sense of a common
destiny—these are all part of God’s purpose
revealed in Jesus Christ... For these we must
strive; out of them will spring new life, new

_understanding, and a new unity of spirit and

urpose.
purp —

HOW SHALL I WRITE?
(Continued from page 142)

alphabetized words.
workers in a factory, are given an hour and
a half off from work three times a week,
to learn to read and write, though they are
long past the age when most people think
of going to school. One middle-aged man
when called upon to read from the little
pamphlet brought by my conductor had to
inquire around the class for a pair of glasses
before he could give his demonstration. Here
again was no pencil or paper with which to
write. In still a third institution established
in connection with a feeding kitchen, the
children in the higher classes had little paper
booklets and pencils—supplied by the food
merchant as an evidence of his public spirited-
ness!
can you see these eighty little brown bodies

each with a restless mind beginning to grasp -

the means by which knowledge is trans-
mitted? How can I-write so that you will?

We stopped overnight on the Island of -

" Bali. Who has not heard of it? Our plane
came winging down there in the late after-
noon, in for us an entirely unexpected stop.
How can I write so that you“will gain a
glimpse of life on that simple yet superstition-
haunted isle? The fields of rice seen from
the air made a pattern of 'varying shades
of green that was indescribably beautiful in
the afternoon sunlight: But then as we

walked around.the small city and saw the

dirt that is part and parcel of all the Orient
we marveled that life could be so prolific,
(Contmued on page 15'7) '

Another group of older -

Here at last they could write. But-

THE: SABBATH RECORDER |

155




By Mizpah S. Greene

As we read in our New Tesfament, we
learn that after Jesus was crueified He was
taken down from the cross by His friend,
Joseph, wrapped in fine linen, and laid in

the sepulchre or tomb. A great stone was
placed in front of the door to close it.

At night the angel of God came down
from heaven, rolled back the stone from the
door, and sat upon it. We are told that his
face was as bright as lightning and his gar-
ments were white as snow.

Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of
Jesus, had planned to come back to the
sepulchre and put spices and ointment upon
‘His body for that was a Jewish custom. So
at the end of the Sabbath, as it began to
dawn toward the first of the week, they
came to the sepulchre bringing the spices
which they had made ready. As they were
on their way they said to one another, “Who
shall roll away the stone for us from the
door of the sepulchre?” for it was large
and heavy. :

But when they reached the sepulchre, they
found that the stone had already been rolled
away; and there was the angel clothed in
his - long, white garment, and they were
frightened. But the angel said, “Be not
afrighted: You seek Jesus who was crucified.
He is not here, he is risen. See the place
where they laid him. But go tell his disci-
ples that he has risen from the dead, and
that he will go before you into Galilee; there
shall you see him.” -

With their hearts full of both fear and
gladness they hurried away from the sepul-
chre and ran' to tell His disciples as quickly
as possible. And as they were on their way
the risen Christ met them and spoke to them,
saying, “Rejoice.”” And they knelt at His
feet and worshiped Him. He said to them,
“Be not afraid; but tell my brethren that

they go into Galilee; there shall they see me.”

The two Marys hurried to find the eleven
disciples, and other disciples who were with
them, and gave thefn Jesus’ message. And
Peter and John on hearing what the women
said hastened to the sepulchre.
run faster than Peter, perhaps because he
was younger. He, looking in at the door of

John could .

the sepulchre, saw the linen clothes which
Jesus had worn lying there, but he did not
go in. But Peter, as soon as he reached the
sepulchre went in and saw the linen clothes.
and the napkin which had been wrapped
about the head of Jesus, not lying with the
linen clothes, but folded together in a place
by itself. Then John, too, went in and
believed that Jesus had indeed risen. Then
they began to understand for the first time
what Jesus had told them before he was cru-
cified, saying that after three days he would
rise from.the dead. Then they went away
to their own homes with joy in their hearts.

Some time after, two of Jesus’ disciples
were walking to the village of Emmaus, about

seven miles from Jerusalem. As they talked

about the wonderful things that ‘had hap-
pened, Jesus joined them but they did not
know Him. He said to them, “What is that
you are saying to one another as you walk?”
One of them replied, “Art thou only a
stranger in Jerusalem, that thou hast not
heard of the things which have. -happened
there in ‘these days?” He said, “What
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things?” When they told Him of the ter-
rible. and wonderful things that had hap-
pened, He told them that the things which.
had happened seemed strange to them be-
cause they had not understood what the
prophets had said about Christ. He ex-
plained to them what had been written about
Himself. But still they did not know Him.
And even when He went into the house
with them they did not know Him. While
they were at supper, He took bread and,
thanking God for it, broke it and gave it
to them. Then, “their eyes were opened,
and they knew him.” Suddenly He was
gone out of their sight.

As they talked about it later, the two dis-
ciples told the other disciples how they had
seen Jesus and talked with Him, and how
they had known Him when He was break-
ing the bread. While they were speaking
Jesus stood in the midst of them and said,
“Peace be unto you.”

It was not long before all the -di,sciuple&

were happy in the thought that Jesus had
risen, even Thomas who doubted at first.

HOW SHALL I WRITE?
(Continued from page 155)

and that dogs and pigs and cocks, as well as
people, could live together in such intimacy-
and still live. We wandered through the
market. We moved slowly and with care
lest we should knock the props from under
some stand, or brush off some of the vege-
tables, or notions, or food already cooked to
eat. A small stand with a few little card-
board boxes displayed some variety of small
nails, like brads. Everywhere people were
bargaining for some small purchase — the
eternal bargaining of the East.

Back behind other stands we glimpsed a
stall with cotton goods, by the yard. Having
been told repeatedly of the terrific shortage
of textiles we wormed our way around to the
proprietor and’ inquired the_price of some
nice, white sheeting. We learned to our
amazement that its cost was nearly $8 a
yard, and she had two and one-half yards
for sale! So you would not be surprised to
know that rice is now twenty times prewar
prices. And since rice must set the price
level for all goods, since it is the basic com-
modity of life in these islands, all other

/

prices are correspondingly high. That is,
except wages which do not seem to rise
fast enough to keep up, anyhere in the world.
But how can I write to show you how these
people, wretchedly poor-in the first place,
are caught in a mesh of distress that beggars
description? -

_Out along the road we went to a little
village some eight miles away. We traveled
in a Dutch Army jeep—just the same as
our American ieeps, because they were made
in America. Worn, and always hard-riding,
the bumpy road did nothing to soften the
blows of its jouncing to my frame. As we
swept around one turn _after another it
seemed as though nearly every wall revealed
behind it the familiar structures of Hindu
temples. I gasped, between bumps of the
jeep. “How can they support so many tem-
ples?” How can I write so that you will
realize the web of superstition that binds the
minds of these people?
flowers on a leaf is put out before the door
in the morning te please the spirits and bring
good luck. Carefully prepared, the pagan
gods they seek to please can have no eyes
for their beauty, yet they are one more tiny
testimony to the eternal yearning of the
human spirit for favored contact with the
unseen but deeply respected deity—whoever
and wherever he may be. But how shall I
write so that I can make vivid to you the
all-embracing anxiety that all may be right,
because the margin of mistake is so small,
that any shortage means acute suffering?

Our trip to the village is -almost over. We
are winding slowly along a single lane, dirt
pathway between rice fields that crowd us
closely on each side. Ahead is a small forest
of cocoanut and other trees. No evidence
to eve of what it hid. Then suddenly under
its dense shade we found thatched roofs and
latticed walls on every side rising above mud-
brick walls. Slowly we thread our way down
the street, blowing our horn occasionally to
warn a pig or a goat, or even some human
being, to give us the necessary room even
though the ditches were close alongside. And
then we came to a little Christian ‘Church.

And now I wish I really could write with
such liquid words 'as would sing ‘the beauty
of the scene we experienced in the next ff-
teen minutes. The cluster of houses along-
side the Church belonged to the pastor and

various members of the flock. In that village
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of 800 people there are 300 Christians. How
their eyes shone as they welcomed us. What
lovely smiles lit their faces as we talked to-
gether. How reverently the pastor asked if
we could not stay long enough to have him
summon the Church members so that they
could pray with us. There is the Christian
heart and its beautiful simplicity in’ Bali.

There must have been a hundred children

at least viewing these strange foreigners with
white faces. Most of their little bodies were
completely naked in the tropical manner.
They did not look particularly thin although
all were slender—no plump ones to be seen.
But at $8 a yard you can understand that
there are not many extra clothes for children
of that, or any age.

I should like if 1 could to describe that
Church. Simply built, by their own hands,
the exquisite carving showed the loving care
that had gone into its planning. The pulpit
was. decorated with carving and paint that
created a most worshipful setting. And on
the very center at the top of this outpost of
the Divine in Bali was the imperishable Cross,
symbol of suffering and triumph. For this
Church, too, has had its persecution in the
days before the war. The communal life is
Hindu to its core. Such things as the ar-
rangements for the irrigation water for their
rice fields are all worked out on a communal
basis. Is there someone who does not make
the proper sacrifices to the unknown gods?
Then his water can be easily shut off, and
his rice will fail to grow. And he will soon
be in starving condition. That is what hap-
pened in the early stages of this Church only
ten or fifteen years ago. But they stuck it
through. They were convinced in their un-
tutored way that they really had found a
God to know—and whose song was not fear,
but love. And, whose worship was not
grinding obligation of superstitious practices,
but loving service for the assistance of one’s
fellow man. For are we not all brothers?
And so the suffering of persecution, in the
period of the postwar has brought them
acceptability in the community.

How shall I write to convey to you the
vast disturbance of mind that assails these
people? They are suffering here in Indonesia
the birth pangs of self-government. They
have small education. They have no experi-

ence in the hard tasks of government. They
have, one feels, no great liking for the in-

‘evitable responsibilities that must attend rul-

ing one’s own affairs. Most of them are too
untried to have any skill in ruling their own
spirits. But these seem to be so uniformly
kindly and friendly that one wonders how
they develop enough resistance to the hard-
ships of life to overcome them—or do they,
one wonders, simply accept them in a supine
manner as the operation of the hand of fate.

When can they rule themselves? The war
has spread the ferment of unrest. Politicians
make capital of it. The winds are fanned by
unbridled statements, like that reported a
few days since in the press when one of the
high leaders of the nationalists said that if
force were used by the Dutch to prevent
disorder, the nationalists would lay every city
in ashes in their path so that they could take
nothing but ruins. Such statements do not
counsel restraint. They cause passions to
flare. But to talk in that way is to show how
little comprehension there is of the stern task
of governing 70,000,000 people. But how in

so brief a space can I write about that?

The Churches of the United States sent
me out here to see what is our responsibility
in these islands. So far as missionary work
is concerned, it has always been done by the
Dutch. But these are days when missionary
boards in Holland have huge problems on
their hands to raise money in that devastated
land. Yet, here in Indonesia are open doors
and the native Christians are eager to have
new schools to extend the training for a bet-
ter citizenship. So I find them wanting a
training school in Makassar on Celebes, in
which all Churches in East Indonesia ~will
unite. I have seen the site. They will raise
all the money they can to train these native
ministers, but they do not have enough. Will

- America match their gifts? This is a golden

hour—if there is hope anywhere—it is in-
escapably in the (Christian gospel and its
vision for a brotherhood of man—under the
sovereignty of an omnipotent and fatherly
God. But how shall I write, so that America
will respond to this appeal? What shall I
say to let you know that here in Indonesia
a great hour may be striking for the Chris-
tian Church? How. shall I write?
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In some far, dim-lit cell, those hands in prayer, . |

‘So reverently. together'as they- pray. o

Those praying hands! What salnt of old dldst raise-
With uplift face in solemn vesper hour?
No soul of feeble spirit could these claim
For writ upon their lines is strength ‘indeed;

SEPTEMBER 8, 1947

'And love of art and’ beauty is portrayed I
In grace of slender fingers that are held

_ But, ah! Those hands' Those praying hands do speak
So much that stits my heart, that I could think = -
They are the very hands of Chr1st Hnnself

Can we not see their gentleness as they

On. heads of little children soft were laid? - |
Their strength as clasping hand of friend - .
They sent Love’s. thought pulsatmg to His heart? "
And reaching out to cleanse and heal and bless, . E
‘They found in service “here their purest joy? N
' Did He not lift them even so to’ God |
 When in Gethsemane alone He prayed .
Cannot we read in them. the strain that brought
Those drops of’ sweat upon His sufferlng brow’

0 praying hands' I kneel here—for they call

.My soul to worship in so strange a way . e
That I can only see them as Thy hands .
And where the cruel nails plerce them thrnugh s

O Lord teach us to pray as Thou d1dst pray, R
~ And only let us 80 when we have learned SO

——Gertrude B. Walke,r in The Bible in New York

S5
o

‘ ‘fz" g Efr“’\

'rm LABOHR AKD ARE IiEAVY K.ADEN”

General Conference wxll meet with the North Loup, Neb., Seventh Day ,

Baptist Church “on Tuesday before the

August, 1948 (August 24-29,
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fourth Sabbath in p
1948).” T :
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