
INDIANAPOLIS NEWS ITEM 
Rev. Leslie O. Greene entered upon his 

new duties as pastor of the first Sabbath 
Baptist Church of Indfanapolis, Ind., on 
December 1, 1948. 

May God bless him in all his efforts 
in this city and may the cause of Christ 

Rev. Leslie O. Greene 

be advanced under his leadership in a 
manner that will bring joy into the hearts 
of all who are interested in this work and, 
above all, may the cause of Christ be ad, 
vanced under his leadershi p in a manner 
that will bring honor and glory to His 
holy name. 

We need the sincere and fervent prayers 
of all of God's people for the success of 
the Indianapolis work - we need th~ 
Holy Spirit of God to lead us and guide 
us in all our efforts, and for this we pray. 
Unitedly, and God willing, we cannot fail. 

During 1948,1949, we hope to buy or 
build a Church building, to more than 
double our membership, to become a 
member of the General Conference, and 
to become a member of the N ur:.nern 
Association. 

Our goal is high and we will strive 
diligently to reach it. L. L. Vv'" right. 

1253 Leonard St., Indianapolis, Ind. 
(Editor's Note: A card from Rev. Leslie O. 

Greene states that he and Mrs. Greene are 
temporarily located at 1103 N. Euclid, India' 
napolis, Ind.) 

THE HOME OF THE RURAL PASTOR 
A survey of some 1,1 71 parsonages in 

towns of not more than 2,500 population 
has been made under the direction of Dr. 
Ralph A. Felton. 

The results of this important survey 
are summed up in a handy booklet of 
112 pages illustrated with photographs, 
drawings, and a suggested table of ~'Stand, 
ard Equipment" for the rural parsonage. 

Churches and ministers will find in this 
booklet valuable information and inspira
tion with suggestions for co'operation 
making the rural parsonage a place 
comfort and efficiency. 

Send for your copy of The Home of 
the Rural Pastor to: Ralph A. Felton, 
Drew Seminary, Madison, N. J. Single 
copy 40 cents, three copies $l. 

H. W. S. 

WORLDWIDE BIBLE READING 

THANKSGIVING TO CHRISTMAS 

November 25 - December 25, 1948 

Theme: "The Book of All Nations" 
Bible Sabbath, Dec. 11 ______ John 14 
Sunday Matthew 13 
~onday _____ _________ Luke 14 
Tuesday . __ . ______ Luke 15 
Wednesday ___ Luke 16 
Thursday . ______ 1 Corinthians 13 
Friday ____________ Isaiah 55 
Sabbath, Dec. 18 John 1 
Sunday Mark 4 
~onday ~ttbew 5 
Tuesday ~tthew 6 
Wednesday ~tthew 7 
Thursday .. _ Isaiah 2: 1-5; 9: 1-7 
Friday Lc;aiah 11: 1-9; 40: 1-11 
Christmas, Sabbath, Dec. 25 ___ . __ .. ~tthew 2 

-American Bible Society, Adapted. 

ANY BOOK REVIEWED OR advertiaed 
in this or other religiow 

journals. or recommended by your local paator 
for spiritual enrichments can be secured quickly 
and conveniendy from us. Large stock of up' 
to,the,minute religious books. centrally located. 
We pay postage on orders for $1 or more when 
cash accompanies order. 

THE 
SOwER BOOKSTORE 

2S Bast Main Street 
MADISON 3, WISCoNSIN 

Gerald C. Bond. Proprietor 

= 

The Sabbath DECEMBER 20. 1948 

, 

,. 

r , 

I 
l 



. ~ 

/, 

330 

The Sabbath 

Rec'order 
First Issue June 13, 1 84:4 

A Magazin~ for Christian Enlightenment and Jnspiration 
HURLEY S. WARREN, D.O., Editor 

L. H. NORTH. Manager of the Publishing House 

Contributing Editors: 
DAVID S. CLARKE ........................ Mission.. 

WILLIAM L. BURDICK. D.D.. Emeritus 
(MRS.) FRANCES DAVIS .......... Woman's Work 

(MRS.) HETTIE W. SXAGGS, Acting 
HARLEY SUTTON .............. Christian Education 
(MRS.) MIZPAH S. GREENE ........ Children's Page 

• 
Our Polley 

The Sabbath Recorder does not necessarily endorse 
signed articles. For information about Seventh Day 
Baptist polity and beliefs write the American Sab-

bath Tract Society Plainfield, New Jersey. 

• 
Terms of Subscription 

Per Year ...... $2.50 Six months ...... 51.25 
Student rate ........ $1.00 per college year 

Monthly Special Issues .......... 10 cents per copy 
(The first issue of each month) 

Regular Issues ................... 5 cents per copy 
Postage to Canada and foreign countries 50 cents 
per year additional. Subscriptions will be diacon
tinued at date of expiration when so requested. All 
mbscriptions will be discontinued. one year after date 
to which payment is made unless expressly renewed. 

• 
Published weekly (except July and August when 
it is published biweekly) by the American Sabbath 
Tract Society and printed by the Recorder Press. 
publishing house for Seventh Day Baptists. Plain
field, N. J. Entered at the post office in P)ainfield. 

N. J. . as second class matter. 
All communications, whether on business or for pub
Ucation. should be addressed to the Sabbath 

Recorder, Plainfield, N. J. 

PLAINFIELD, N. J., DECEMBER 20, 1948 
Vol. 145, No. 21 Whole No. 5,321 

;,; 

IN TInS ISSUE 
Editorials: When Does Christmas Begin? ...... 331 

"The Laborer Deserves His Wages" ..... _ .. 332 

Features: Conference President~s Corner ..... __ 330 
Riverside Calling ..... _ .... __ ... _ ... _ ... _ .... _ .... _ .... ___ .. _.331 
December 28th Meetings ..... __ ... _ .... __ ... _ .... _ ... __ 340 
Christmas Bells ..... _._ .... _ ... _ .... _._.____ Back Cover 

Missions: Thank God for Christmas! __ ._ .... ___ .. 334 
Week of Prayer _ ... _ .... _ ... _ .... _._._ .... _ ... _ .. _._ .... _ .. _335 
China Evacuation Necessitated . ___ .... _ .... ___ .336 
German Covenant Conference ._ ... _ .... _ .... _ .. _._338 

WODlan's Work: Meditation - A Triple 
Enterprise .... _ .... __ ._ .. __ .... _._. ___ . __ ._. ___ . __ .340 

Christian Education: All I Want for 
Christmas.-There Shall Be One _____ ... _341 

Children's Page: Ella ~s Christmas Tree ____ 342 

THE SABBATH :RECORDER 

GOD 
Slogan chosen by Rev. Loyal F. Hurley, Presi· 
dent, Seventh Day Baptist General Conference. 
Salem, W. Va. Art work by Stanley Burdick. 
junior at Salem College, Salem, W. Va. 

{!tJ1t~ 'P'Ie4uteeet4 
~ 

"WORKMEN APPROVED OF GOD" 
(Message No.4) 

"Give diligence to present thyself ap' 
proved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, handling aright the 
word of truth:~ 2 Timothy 2: 15 (ASV) 

Our final ern phasis is HW orkmen Ap' 
proved of God in Rea ping the Word." 
Jesus once said to His disciples, HI sent you 
to reap that whereon ye bestowed no lao 
bour: other men laboured, and ye are 
entered into their labours. H One plants: 
another waters; still another may culti· 
v~te; but someone is called to reap the 
harvest where God gives the increase. 

Seventh Day Baptists are frequently 
contacting someone who is not yet 
"reaped~~ for the Lord, or for His Sabbath. 
r nto such a heart the truth of salvation 
or the truth of the Sabbath has been sown 
by another that has labored before us. 

(Concluded on page 339) 
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WHEN DOES CHRISTMAS BEGIN? 

"When does Christmas begin, Mama?" 
asked a little girl of her mother one day. 

"Why, my dear, Christmas begins when 
love begins., ,. her mother replied. 

.. And, Mama, when does Christmas 
cnd?" further inquired the child. 

"Christmas ends, dear, when love ends," 
returned the Mother. HThe spirit of love 
15 the spirit of Christmas." 

Yes, the spirit of love is the true spirit 
of Christmas. For where love is there , 
15 Christmas. And where there is no love , 
there is no Christmas. 

A Christmas tree may shine ever so 
hrIghtly and its boughs may sag ever so 
ncar breaking with presents costly and 
fine, but if love does not shine through 
the Christmas tree lights and if love did 
not prompt the gathering of presents so 
fine, then, truly, Christmas is not there. 
For, only where love is, can Christmas be. 

It matters not how simple and humble 
the home and how plain and frugal the 
fare, if love abides, Christmas is there. 

Whether it be in the house of the rich 
or the hovel of the poor, where love is, 
Christmas is there. 

So, as the rich share of their wealth 
that the poor may be fed, and the poor 
share of their cheer that the sad may 
he come glad, and together they rejoice 
i~ the birth of our Lord - then does 
Christmas begin that will never end. 

Then, let us rejoice that our Saviour 
was born, 

And pray that all nations will be healed 
and not torn; 

For Christmas is where love is alive, 
Because men were born to love and 

not strive. 

o come, let us adore Him, 
o come, let us ador:e Him, 
o come. let us adore Hi m. 

Christ, the Lord. 

Front Cover Picture 
"The Holy ScUorr~s' Blessed ~ge~ 

-RNS Photo. 
Text of Christmas Carols used by permission. 
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RIVERSIDE CALLING 

Recently we were entreating you to 
send your pastor to Conference at River' 
side. We also suggested that you let him 
know at once that you arc doing so. Now 
we are wondering what is your interpre' 
tation of Conference attendance. The 
hope is that you will not th1nk you arc 
giving the pastor a vacation. 

Faithful attendance at all the seSS10ns 
day after day is a strenuous occupation. 
Probably your pastor will have an 1m' 
portant position on some committee, also. 
I n this case his work begins vcry carly 
In the morning and often demands other 
hours of the day usually intended for re' 
laxation. 

Yes, your pastor wtll enJoy this extra 
work as much as anyone who is tryin,~ to 
do something for the good of the cause. 
Conference attendance is profitable to 
pastor and Church alike, but it 1S most 
certainly not a vacation. 

P. B. Hurley, for the 
Publicity Committee. 

4751 Park Avenue, 
Riverside, Calif. 

~~.~~_.f...I" --'P:,A!" ~,..#!!"-'_ ____ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~-__ ~ ~ ~ "CD--':' 

JOY TO TIfE WORLD! 

Tl-IE LORD IS CO~1E 

Frum P~;d m 9k 
ba d C \\1 ~ t u. 1 7 1 <) 

G ~ () r ~ c FT C J C rl d: Ii ~ n cJ c J. 1 -; 4 :: 
A rr. b y Lo well I\1.J ~ (J n . 1 b ~ () 

Joy to the world! the Lord is comc; 

Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev'ry heart prepare l-lim room. 

And heav'n and nature sing. 

Joy to the earth! the Saviour rci~~; 
Let men their songs employ; 

While fields and floocls, rock." , hills, and plain.,> 
Repeat the sounding joy. 

He rules the world with truth and grac('. 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness. 
And wonders of His love. 

. I 
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"TH'E LABORER DESERVES 
HIS WAG'ES" 

There was a time when school teachers 
Hboarded around, " but the practice is 
practically extinct in the United States. 
N ow, their labors are rewarded, in 
physical terms, by salaries. Under the 
present economic setup such a plan is 
practical. 

Also, as was the case with schoolteach .. 
ers, so it was with ministers. Formerly, 
it was customary for the minister to re' 
ceive his room and board and keep for 
his horse among the members of the 
parish that he served. This practice, too, 
generally has become outmoded, and well, 
under existing conditions. 

Schoolteachers apparently are in a bet' 
ter position to lay before school boards 
and patrons their financially straitened cir' 
cumstances than ministers are to place be ... 
fore boards of trustees and Churches their 
hapless plight. Yet, ministers' needs are 
just as real as those of schoolteachers. 

Ministers are laborers in the vineyard 
of the Lord. They deserve their wages. 

When the Master appointed the sev' 
enty, Hand sent t~em on ahead of him, 
two by two, into 'every town and place 
w here he himself was about to come, " 
He gave them the following startling in ... 
structions: 

And He said to them, U,The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few; pray 
therefore the Lord of the harvest to send 
out laborers into his harvest. Go your 
way; behold, I send you out as lambs in 
the midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no 
bag, no sandals; and salute no one on the 
road. Whatever house you enter, first 
say, ~Peace be to this houser And if a 
son of peace is there, your peace shall 
rest upon him; but if not, it shall return 
to you. And remain in the same house, 
eating and drinking what they provide, for 
the laborer deserves his wages; do not go 
from house to house. Whenever you 
enter a town and they receive you, eat 
what is set before you; heal the sick in 
it and say to them, ~The kingdom of God 
h ' , .. as come near to you. 

The seventy disciples -were instructed 
to uremain in the same house, eating and 
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drinking what they provide, for the laborer 
deserves his wages; do not go from house 
to house." They were to accept the hos, 
pitality of the people they visited. They 
were to render ~~good service'" for which 
the hospitality was ~~but the reasonable 
return." The ~~Century Bible" cites Dr. 
]. H.Moulton who ""points out the iter' 
ative force of the Greek present imperative 
here. It suggests: ~Let this be your habit; 
always do so.' " ~r, truly, ~~the laborer 
deserves his wages." 
Althoug~ditions are somewhat dif, 

ferent than they were when Jesus sent 
out the seventy disciples and issued them 
instructions, yet "" good service" rendered 
deserves a reasonable return. 
. No true minister of the gospel enters 
the ministry for financial gain. N everthe' 
less, every true minister of the gospel has 
the plain right to expect a return from 
his service equal to the average wage or 
salary of those to whom he ministers. 
This means that he will receive at least 
enough to keep Hthe wolf from the door" 
and to decently clothe his family. Even 
in these days of flush finance, it is regret' 
table that some ministers are not receiving 
sufficient for these two purposes. Truly, 
··the laborer deserves his wages." 

We encourage Seventh Day Baptist 
ministerial families to have children for , 
children are the hope of the future 
Church. Then, we turn right around and 
penalize them for having children by 
paying them inadequately. 

From our observation, very few minis, 
ters live extravagantly, and the majority 
of those who do do so because the con' 
gregations that they serve expect or re' 
quire it. The rank and file of the min' 
istry are conservative in their tastes and 
expenditures. And, in times like these. 
many are painfully learning the lesson of 
frugality. 

This problem of making ends meet on 
the part of the minister is not peculiarly a 
Seventh Day Baptist one. 

Dr. J. D. Rankin in a ,recent issue of 
the ~~\Jnit,ed _l?resbytenan ", quotes Dr. T. 
w. Jones~ retiring moderator of the Gen' 
era! Council of the United Church of 
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Canada, who "'urged the enlistment of 
1,300 of the ~finest youth' of Canada for 
full ... time Christian service and urged a 
minimum salary of $2,400 a year.·' 

A letter appears in the "Moravian" of 
December 4, 1948, as follows: 
Brothers: 

Regarding the editorial. "A Union for Min' 
isters,·' published in the "Moravian" of Octo' 
ber 30, 1948. the writer would like to go on 
record as a Church layman who wholeheartedly 
approves of the idea (not of a union. but to 
increase the salaries of Moravian pastors, rural 
and urban). Pastors have always been under, 
paid. 

I feel that a fair salary for a rural pauor 
should be no less than $2.160 per year. or $45 
per week, plus a certain amount for expenses 
for his car (if he is lucky to have one) in 
making pastoral calls. Salary for the city pastor 
should be no less than $3,000 per year, plus 
the same conditions as stated for the rural 
pastor. These are minimum figures, and can 
always be increased as the congregation sees fit, 

How about the salary for the poot mission' 
aries? To me, they are doing the most out
standing work of either the rural or city pastor, 
and get the least pay. ~ 

Yes, I know pastors don't emphasize money, 
but you can't get along without it. God's 
kingdom here on earth would not advance 
very far if money were not available. Besides, 
I know of many pastors' wivu (this goes for 
other denominations, too) who have to scrape to 
make ends meet on their husbands' .salaries .... 

The other evening our local paper said: 
"Local Police Want More Pay:' How about 
giving: "Moravian Pastors More Pay"? - and 
right away. 

Allentown, Pa. 
James C. Cassone. 

The aim of this editorial is twofold: 
first. to direct attention to the anonymous 
article that follows; and second, to en' 
courage Seventh Day Baptists, as indi' 
viduals and Churches, to do something 
definite about this all,important matter. 

First, whether you read ~"Thank God 
for Christmas!" at midnight or midday, 
read it a second and then a third time 
before you let go of it. 

Second, while the matter is fresh in 
your mind. and before you do anything 
else, face it fairly and squarely and in a 
Christian spirit. What is your respon' 
sibility? What is the responsibility of 
the Church of which you are a member? 

Remember, Uthe laborer deserves his 
•• wages. 

Some Seventh Day Baptist Churches 
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have already taken appropriate action. 
Others should do so. It is conceivable 
that smaller Churches may not be able to 
pay the full amount of a fair minimum 
salary to their pastors. Then, if it be' 
comes necessary for your pastor to turn 
to some other form of remunerative work, 
on a part,time basis, to maintain his self, 
respect, be considerate in your criticism 
and tempered in your Judgment of him. 

For, still, ""the 1a borer deserves his 
., 

wages. 

PRESIDENT HURLEY WRITES: 
The article. HThank God for Christ, 

mas!" on page 334, which came to me 
marked ""Anonymous" seems to be so 
pertinent to our whole denominational 
program at home and abroad that I am 
happy to suggest its use in the Missions 
Department of the Sabbath Recorder. 
Let's see to it that all our pastors and mis, 
sionaries are paid sufficient salaries to 
meet the constantly increa5in~ costs of all 
the necessities of life. - Loyal F. Hurley, 
Conference President. 

ANGElS WE HAVE l-IEARD ON lIlGH 

Traditional Old FrencL C.lf"] 

Angels we have heard on high, 
Sweetly singing o'er the plain ..... 

And the mountains in reply. 
Echoing their joyous ~tTaln". 

Chorus: 

Gloria, 1n excelsis DC"O. 
Gloria, In excclsis Dco. 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why you.t'}oyou.s strain.'9 pTolon~~-! 

What the ~1adsome tidings bc 
Which inspire your heavenly ~ong? 

Ccnnc to Bethlehetn, and see 
Him whose birth the an~cl~ SJng~ 

Come, adore on bcnded knc-c, 
Christ the Lord, the newborn Kin .. ~. 

See Him in a manger laid. 
Whom the choirs of angels prair.('; 

Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 
While our hearts in love we rai!l;('. 
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THANK GOD FOR CHRISTMAS 
Thank God for Christmas, for that is 

the time of the year when the minister 
can finally pay his bills, especially if his 
parishioners are generous, and make their 
gifts in cash. 

Isn "t this a wonderful attitude in which 
to approach Christmas and Christmas 
gifts from those who are giving because 
they love you and want to honor you in 
some way? 

Yet, substantially, this is the attitude 
of many ministers on coming to the Christ ... 
mas season because the truth is = They 
haven't received enough salary during the 
year to make it possible to pay honest 
obligations! 

This is not the writing of a crank. It 
is the frank attitude of one who is plan ... 
ning to make the ministry his lifework 
and expects to raise a family. I am not 
interested, either, in receiving for the 
Lord's work a handsome living of comfort 
and plenty. I'm as ready as the next 
fellow to take my share of hardship, and 
make my sacrifices for the cause of Christ. 

But there are many sides to this finan ... 
cial puzzle which distress me. Here are 
some of them = The first is people"s criti ... 
Clsm of the minister for not paying his 
bills. As if he didn "t want to pay his 
bills! The next is the idea of receiv ... 
ing discounts and free medical bills, and 
being criticized for that. I personally dis, 
like discounts intensely, not being any 
more in favor of the dole system than 
anyone else. In fact, I seldom accept 
discounts even when offered. And fur ... 
thermore, I dislike the idea that the doctor 
is expected to he-lp pay the preacher"s 
salary. They call it uprofessional cour' 
tesy,'" but a doctor likes to have his pay 
as well as anybody else, and I, for one, 
like to pay him. It makes it easier to 
call on him the next time he is needed 
for the ukiddies ... " 

. The next thing I hear is criticism of 
the way the preacher and his family dress. 
If their clothes are too nice, which heaven 
knows they neV~T are, they are thou~ht 
extravagant. If their clothes are shabby 
and they haven"t many of them, they are 
thought careless. If the truth were known, 

THE SABBATH RECORDER 

there is probably not enough in the bud, 
get to provide necessary clothing. No 
minister is very proud, yet every man 
likes to hold his head up and look people 
jn the eye, and there are many times 
when that is hard to do. My last ex' 
perience was with a man who came to 
the door to shut off the gas and elec· 
tricity. The bill had run only two months, 
but the budget hasn't caught up with 
that payment yet. Oh, that bill is paid 
- other creditors are just having to wait. 

Thus far we have only discussed my 
personal problems. . What really bothers 
me is the attitude of some of our Churches 
toward this matter of pastor's salary. 
Maybe your Church has an attitude like 
this: In one Church I heard, HWe only 
pay our pastor $800 a year because he 
is not worth more.... That's fine, isn't it? 
Of course they never come right out and 
tell him about their dissatisfaction, they 
just try to starve him into leaving the 
parish, He goes prayerfully on com' 
pletely una ware of the situation, and no 
one is man enough to go to him and tell 
him. In another parish I heard this, "We 
are gIVIng our pastor a bonus because 
we can't afford to obligate ourselves to 
a high salary. Wha t if prices were to 
come down and we were stuck with his 
salary at an inflated level?" Now doesn't 
this make sense! As if a Church and 
pastor couldn't talk over the matter of 
salary, and if once a high salary is paid, 
it can't be lowered without hurting some' 
one's feelings! 

The Sabbath Recorder said something 
a few weeks back. I quote = HDid you 
know that the largest salary paid by any 
Seventh Day Baptist Church to its pastor 
last year was only $2,7 50?" And be' 
lieve me, that is exceptional. You may 
say, of course, that most Churches give 
much to the pastor by way of gifts of 
foodstuffs and other things. That is 
true, especially in some localities; but I 
know of places where the minister \.vas 
asked to keep record of all gifts, and these 
were deducted from his salary! There is 
another consideration. Most pastors re' 
ceive a parsonage as a part of the salary. 
This is good and should be counted. It 
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only gets in the way when Chu.rc~es count 
the parsonage for more than It IS worth. 
One Church recently advertised, '~'J! e 
are happy to inform you that in addItIon 
to the parsonage, we have a two,car 

" carage. 
Now that it's off the chest, let's have 

S()me honest proposals. First, pay your 
r<l.stor at least the "'me~n·". of what t~e 
congregation earns. ThIS WIll enable hIm 
to live on an "average budget." Subtr~ct 
from this urhat housing would c.ost h~m 
If he were living in the same ,CIty W1t~ 
similar accommodations. Now If a car IS 
reeded in his work add $300, at. least, 
to his salary for car expense, outSide of 
h is own use of the car for pleasu:e. 
Next, add at least S200 for the ent~rtaIn' 
:ng which his position requires hIm to 
uo. other than his own personal enter' 
taining. One pastor I know served on 
the average of ten extra meals a week. for 
;til of last year. and at that entertaIned 
only ""hen he felt it to be absolutely neces' 
sary. In most communities this proposal 
could be \vorded thus: UPay your pastor 
<l.t least as much as the ave~age wage 
ca.rner in the congregation receIves. Fo.r' 
get that you provide him with a parson' 
J.ge for he has other compulsory expenses 
which offset the financial advantage of 
ha ving a place to live, Talk over th.e 
matter of salary with him and see to 1t 
that he receives enough to pay his bills," 
You'll be happier with hirn~ he·l1 be hap' 
r ier to be on th 1t basis wit~ you aI1:d 
with his creditors, and Chnstmas WIll 

r-ecome a time for him when he can re' 
ceive your gifts, not with an e'y~ to pay' 
mg his bills but in the same sptnt of love 
in which you gave them. - (The author 
withholds his name for obvious reasons.) 
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to live in, but he knows little or nC:,thin g 

about his o'VJn part in that \.vorl? ( c 
The Universal Week of Prayer 1n 1)4 J, 

tC' be observed from January 2,9, :ls.sumc~ 
an enviable place of importance when one 
thinks of the above quotation from the 
Week of Prayer booklet and also of a 
United States Army general's statement: 
"Our modern prohlem is not v.!ar hut 

" man. 
Universal Week of Prayer materials arc 

sponsored 1n many fore1f!n countrjc~ 
through the World's Evan~.el1cal Alll:incc 
of London and in the U nlted Sta t C' s hy 
the Department of Evangellsm of the 
Federal Council of Churches. Men every' 
where \vill, es recially at th lS ti me, be ~,l'C k . 
ing for the po\.ver of Chrlst ~o operate 
with love and purpose in crc;itlnll: a nC',)J 
kln~dom on earth. 

For the first time, the Week of Pr;i vcr 
booklet deals with a theme like the l-I()ly 
Spirit. Previous themes ha ~re bce.n sucl~ 
as Ephesians 3, and last year s mC?ltatlon. 
on prayer by Hillyer Straton c1051ng \J::th 
Ginty Beynon's "As a Man Prayed) 

.i? '_.Jl!!'_.2_ 2_ L..E"".L-L.~~~~ 
~~.~~~~~~~ 

WHAT CHILD IS THIS, WI-iO. 

T r ~1 d I t I on a 1 

LAID TO REST 

Old Enl:l)' h h1('1l)th 

Arr. by John St;llncr 

What Child is this, Who, laid to n-M, 

On Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels Rf"cet with anthcmr, ~w('('t, 

While shepherds watch arc lc('cpingr 

Refrain: 

This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds s;tUard and tmgC!ls sing: 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
The Babe. the Son of Mary. 

WEEK OF PRAYER Why lies He in such mean estate, 

TO BEGIN THE NEW YEAR Where ox and ass are feeding? 

"I f this reasoning is correct, then Good Christian, fear: for sinners here 
modern man, \' says Norman Cousins, ~~is The silent Word is pleading: 
obsolete a self,made anachronism becom' h 
ing mor~ incongruous by the minute. HE So brin~ Him incense, gold. and myrr , 
HAS EXALTED CHANGE IN EVERY, Come peasant, king, to own Him, 
THING BUT HIMSELF. He has leaped The King of lcin~ salvation bri n g.'}; 

. ld Let loving hearts enthrone }-lim. centuries ahead in inventIng a new wor 

2~ee£~~ec~~~c~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~\:i::>\:i::>~~\:Q. 
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GLORY 
IN THE 

- -

TO GOD 
HIGHEST 

Drawn by Marion Neagle Smolensky. 

During the week, January 2,9, 1949, 
we call on your Church to conduct Week 
of Prayer services along with Christians 
throughout the world. We call you to 
less talk about prayer or the Holy Spirit, 
and more actual time for prayer. We call 
you to utilize this tool, prayer, for actually 
securing the power of God through the 
Holy Spirit. Preparation suggestions for 
the Week of Prayer call you to "allow for 

THE SABBATH RECORDER -
unhurried time when silent prayer is 
used. H Last year, these suggestions in .. 
eluded this: "Only God can save us (in 
the present world situation) and whether 
He can save us depends on our readiness 
to let Him save us.~~ Seeking the "Dy .. 
namic Leadership of the Holy Spirit H as 
Churches and individuals in this year's 
Universal Week of Prayer is realistic. 

(To be continued next week) 

CHINA EVACUATION 
NECESSITATED 

A letter dated December 5 from Dr. 
George Thorngate reveals the following 
regrettable news. As much as 'We regret 
this decision, 'We are fully confident our 
missionaries have made the right move. 

D. S. C. 
The letter, in part, follows: 
The situation here is very uncertain. 

As we have reported, the United States 
Consul General has been urging all 
women and children to return to the 
U.S.A. If transportation is available, 
Philip, Mabel West, Aunt Nettie West, 
and Sarah Becker will leave China soon. 
We are undecided about Helen. I intend 
to stay on, and she will also if the situa .. 
tion seems to warrant. Most of us out 
here feel that victory for the communists 
and occupation of Shanghai by them are 
inevitable. But whether those events, 
when and if they happen, will mean that 
foreigners, particularly Americans, can re .. 
main in China or not, cannot be foretold. 
Work at the hospital has had' to be 
greatly reduced. This is due more to the 
economic situation than to the political -
because the cost of rice and wages for 
hel pers are so much beyond the income 
of the hospital that it was necessary to 
U shorten our lines. ~~ We hope to lengthen 
them again soon. But the return of Miss 
Becker to America will make it difficult. 

We had to do an osteotomy on Miss 
West in order that she' may use her 
leg again. She is in a large leg and 
body cast now but is very cheerful. She 
and her mother will return to America by 
the earliest ship available. 

George Thomgate. 
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CHRISTMAS SCRIPTURE 

QI,l1rt.atma.a ~rpPting!i 

to lou front tl1P 

1.Entirp ~taff of 

o LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEI-IEM 
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And in that region there were shepherds 
out in the field, keeping watch over their 
Bode by night. . And an angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory oE the Lord 
shone around theID, and they were filled with 
fear. And the angel said to theul, uBe not 
afraid; for behold, I bring you good news 
of a great joy which will come to all the 
people; for to you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you 
will find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths 
and lying in a manger." And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying, "'Glory to God 
in the higheg, # and on earth peace aIIlong men 
with whom he is pleased!U 

Phillips Broob., 1868 Lc WHo H. Red ncr, 1 868 

When the angels went away from them into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
"Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has happened, which the Lord h2s 
made known to us." And they went with 
haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
babe lying in a manger. And when they saw 
it they made known the saying which had 
been told them concerning this child; and aU 
who heard it wondered at what the shepherds 
told them. But Mary kept all these things, 
pondering them in her heart. And the shep
herds returned, glorifyin$t ~ praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them. - Luke 2: 8 .. 20 (Revised Standard 
Version) . 

VIA WESTERN UNION 
THE LADIES' AID OF SALEM SEVENTH DAY 

BAPTIST CHURCH Jt1ST VOTED NINETY-FIVE DOL
LARs TO FINANCE DENOMIHAnONAL WOllJ: FOR 

CHRIsTMAS DAY. MRS. OBIA DAVIS. 

o little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we S(!e thee lie; 

Above thy deep and dreatn.lcss sleep 
The silent stan go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shined1 
The everlasting Light; 

The hopes and fears of aIJ the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 

For Christ is born of Ma.ry, 
And gathered alJ above, 

While mort:als sleep, the angels keep 

Their watch of wondering love. 

o morning stars together 
Procla.im the holy birth; 

And praises sing to God the King. 
And peace to men on ~rth! 

How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heaven. 

No ear may hear His coming, 
But in this world of si n, 

Where meek souls will receive I-jim Mill. 
The dear Christ enters in. 

o holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sins, and ~tcr In, 

Be born in us tociay. 
We hear the Christmas angela, 

The great glad tidings tdt; 
o come to us, abide with us. 

Our Lord Emmanuell 
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GERMAN COVENANT CONFERENCE 
(fPurther observations on October meeting) 
The December special issue carried news 

of the hopes and plans of our German 
Seventh Day Baptists by way of showing 
how much we owe to the Master's work 
in our more fortunate land of plenty. 
This week, we are giving more details on 
the people's devotional experIences to' 
gether. 

Sabbath morning, October 9, Brother 
Schlutig opened the sessions with morn' 
ing prayers based on the Saviour's words: 
"If any man thirst, let him come to me, 
and drink," from John 7: 3 7. After the 
morning prayers, a welcome, Sabbath 
school, and preaching service were held. 
In the welcome, Brother Bruhn (who 
wrote the conference report) reminded the 
delegates of American help and of Seventh 
Day Baptists in the Eastern Zone who 
were not represented. Brother Lutz dis' 
cussed Christ in the Epistle to the Ro' 
mans, showing Him as Lord, the Con' 
ciliation, and the Judge. 

Brother Johannes Bahlke preached on 
the task of declaring the conciliation of 
Christ between man and man and between 
man and God, saying that the task is 
more important than at any time "after 
the lot of wrong ways mankind has fol, 
lowed in recent years." HNo Christian 
can refuse to take any interest in it," he 
said. 

Sabbath afternoon Brothers Hennig and 
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Bock expounded Scripture, and Brother 
Kohler led in final Sabbath prayers. "Elias 
was a man like us, but gigantic was his 
work," said Brother Hennig as he at' 
tributed his great work to "standing in 
front of God." The 1 Kings 17, 19 story 
tells us "it is only from there that we get 
full powers in our work for the Lord." 
Brother Bock spoke of the daily symbolic 
importance of baptism by immersion -
"now it is with us to die daily after the 
flesh, but to gro\.v in our spirits." Brother 
Kohler of Brunswick fittingly closed the 
Sabbath with prayers centered around the 
"real rest in Christ \'vith its power of 
sanctification" which the Sabbath pro
vides. 

On Sunday, October 1 0, the conference 
heard morning prayers with Brother Co
lumbus of Frielingen, Scripture expositions 
by Brothers Kohler and Hennig. After 
sharing a common dinner, the group ar
rived at the "Conclusions" published in 
the December special issue, pages 304, 
305. The sessions were closed \.vith 
Brother Bock's discussion of prophecies, 
an informal hour of experience after hav
lng coffee, and final prayers led by 
Brother Lutz. All through the confer
ence, Sister Manns had taken over the 
accompaniment of the singing and had 
rendered hel pful solos. 

Brother Columbus' morning prayers 
were centered on 2 Peter, and ~''-Vith all 
his heart he described the character of 

Hamburg 

Church, 

Gennany, 

July 24, 1948 
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the apostle, St. Peter, especially in re
la tion to his congregations." Brother 
Kohler spoke on Psalm 133, showing how 
"brotherly charity leads us to the high aim 
of unanimity." To close the Sunday 
morning sessions, Brother Hennig spoke 
en Revelation 14: 6, 7. HThe gospel shall 
be evangelized, i.e., the merry message 
shall be rightly presented, so as to make 
the listener merry and happy. There is 
c\·ery cause for it, for Jesus has saved His 
people from their sins .... " Getting into 
specific exegesis, he said: "No\.v there is 
not to be read in Revelation 14: 6, 7: 'the 
gospel!" but 'a gospel!" There is one merry 
message that is proved with the words: 
'For the hour of his judgment is come.' " 
Further he said: "'The question in the first 
rT'essage of the angels is not a judgment 
of investigation, but a judgment for pun' 
It:hing the wicked and oppressors of God"s 
children. . .. The Book of Life is de' 
cisive about who ""rill be saved, "i.vithout 
~ny investigation. . .. This doctrine of 
the judgment of investigation signifies a 
diminution of God, spoils the gospel, and 
is in rough contradiction to the Word." 

Brother Bruhn reports, HAfter the com' 
man dinner all brethren joined in a dis' 
cussion which resulted in some conclu, 
sions, which were unanimously accepted. 
From the follo\ving Scripture lesson \vhich 
followed Brother Bock (of Gelsenkirchen) 
discussed the prophecy in Daniel and in 
the Revelation, at which the question on 
the millennium took the first place .... 
After coffee an informal hour of experi
ence took place which served the purpose 
of praising God. In the final prayers 
Brother Lutz spoke about the text: 'Fear 
not, little flock; for it is your Father~s 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.' 
He gave a general view of the harmonic 
course of the conference . . . a strong 
character of uniformity was observed 
through all sermons and speeches . . . 
that has only been possible as the Holy 
Scripture is the sole basis of our faith." 
Brother Bahlke gave a benediction to 
close the conference. 

Brother Bruhn closes his report '\vith 
"Joined in faith, our kindest regards, for 
the covenant committee. H. Bruhn.'" 
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(Continued from page 3 30) 

We should not only be diligent in sharing 
and scattering the Word. but 'lJ.JC should 
have our eyes open for the harvest that 
is ready for the reaping. 

Dr. Louis Albert Banks tells of a very 
talented leader in the work of one of 
r.is Churches, a lovely woman past middle 
age. One day, after he had been some 
months in the Church, his \JJife asked 
him v..,hy Mrs. So and So's name "'J;lS not 
on the Church record. Dr. Banks was 
so surprised to find that this 'lJ.Jas a fact 
that he went immediately to her home to 
inquire why she was not a member of 
the Church. She rephed, "I have heen 
going to this Church for t .... venty years, 
d nd have been on good terms .... vlth all the 
nastors. and have known nearly all the 
members of the congregation ~ and no one 
ever asked me hefore to hecome a Chns' 
tlan or join the Church." In answer to 
Dr. Banks' invitation she gladly made 
her profession of Christian faith. 

The presence and pO'IJ.Jer of the Holy 
Spirit can open the eyes of every StU' 

rendered Seventh Day Baptist to sec this 
unreaped grain in fields that ;lrc ",,,hitc 
unto harvest. May He help us one and 
all to become uWorkmen Approved of 
God in Reaping the Word~" 

Loyal F. Hurley, Conference President. 

o JESU SWEET, 0 JESU MILD 

Schcldt'~ "T.ahlarurbuch:· 1 ()S() 

o Jcsulcin ~u!'~~,. 0 Jc~ulclf) mJ1d 

En glH.h vers10n by Gail Brook Burb:t. 19:<' K 
Schcjdt'~ "Tabbturbuch," 1 ()50 

Harmoni:.cd by Johann Scba~tlan Bach 
(1685-1750) 

o Jcsu swc~ 0 Jcsu mild, 
God willed that earth s.hould know new JOY; 

Tben Christ, a child, from heaven came 
To light us with rove'. brightest flame. 

o Jcsu sweet, 0 Jcsu mild. 

o Jcsu sw~ 0 Jcsu mild. 
Help us to do Thy holy will. 
Lo, all our Ii ves are Thin e alone, 
Since, in our hearts, Thy love has &honc. 

o Jcsu sweet, 0 Jcsu mild. 
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A TRIPLE ENTERPRISE 
By Georgia Harkness 

Read Ephesians 4: 1,6. 
During the past hundred years, Church 

women have made an incalculable contri' 
bution to worldmindedness through the 
missionary movement. Not only through 
the thousands who left home, comforts, 
and increasingly lucrative careers to go 
to foreign lands. but through the millions 
who have worked faithfully in the many 
missionary societies over the homeland 
the gospel has been spread and brother' 
hood increased. N a other agency has 
done so much to enlarge the vision of 
Christians to take in "the last, the least, 
the lost" and to create the sense of a 
world community. 

This same energy and spiritual dedica' 
tion must now be given to a triple yet 
unitary enterprise - missions. the ecu' 
menical movement, and world peace. Not 
less. but vastly more, must be done in 
reconstruction and advance in the world 
mission. This and all other great efforts 
of the Church must be carried forward 
as the work of the Church. not of many 
divided and competing Churches. The 
Church must be tne conscience of the 
state for the establishment of uthe things 
which belong unto peace." 

DECEMBER 28TH MEETINGS 

The Commission 
The Commission of the Seventh Day 

Baptist General Conference will >meet in 
the Seventh D'lY Baptist Buildiiig. Plain' 
field, N. ]., at 10 a.m., December 28, 1948. 

The members of the Commission are: 
Everett T. Harris, chairman, Alfred, N. Y.; 
Kenneth A. Babcock. Milton, Wis.; Alton 
L. Wheeler, Battle Creek, Mich.; E. Keith 
Davis. Denver, Colo.; Loyal F. Hurley, 
Salem, W. Va.; and Morton R. Swinney, 
Niantic, Conn. Courtland V. Davis, Plain' 
field, N. J. is secretary of the Commission. 

Gernlan Church Leaders 
Pastor John G. Schmid informs us that 

the leaders of the German Seventh Day 
Baptist Churches, Western Zone, will meet 
at Hamburg" Germany" on December 28th, 
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The Amsterdam Conference is both 

the symbol and the torch of Christian 
unity. Out of it can come not only 
greater unity and renewal in the Churches, 
but a power, under God, for saving the 
world from inner and outer destruction. 
Whether it does -this, or turns out to be 
simply "one, more meeting,'" depends 
much on the wisdom of the delegates and 
their sensitiveness to the leading of God's 
Spirit. But it depends less on what the 
few who go to Amsterdam do and say 
than on what the many people of the 
local Churches do with these findings. 
Amsterdam could be a great prophetic 
gathering and fall like a ··dud" if the 
Churches did not respond to its fire. 

And let us not forget a good half of 
the people of the Churches are women. 
\Vhether or not in conspicuous places of 
leadershi p, each of us has a work to do. 
No one is unimportant. Women in the 
local Churches can make the difference 
between grass' roots ecumenicity and divi· 
sion, between international understanding 
and war. Let us, therefore., uwalk worthy 
of the vocation wherewith we are called." 

Prayer: HO God, make us wise workers 
and worthy worshipers today and every 
day." 

-In the ··Church Woman." 

to discuss points of Seventh Day Baptist 
f ai th and practice. 

Let us remember the Commission of 
our General Conference and the leaders 
of our German Churches in our prayers. 

ANY BOOK REVIEWED OR advertiaed 
. in this or other religioUi 

journals" or recommended by your local pastor 
for spiritual enrichment,. can be secured quickly 
and conveniently from us. Large stock of Up' 
tc>-the ... minute religious boob. centrally located. 
We pay postage on orders for $1 or more when 
cash accompanies order. 

TI-IE 
SOWER BOOKSTORE 
~ Bast Main Street 

MADISON 3, WISCoNSIN 
Gerald C. BoDd. Propri-.oc 

-

THE SABBATH RECORDER 

ALL I WANT t!bR CHRISTMAS 
HAll I want for Christmas is my two 

front teeth." The Christmas wish of the 
little boy in the popular song sounds like 
a selfish wish. The boy goes on to say 
that the reason he wants his two front 
teeth is so that he can do a better job 
of wishing other people a Merry Christ, 
mas. 

It is very important for parents and 
Sabbath school teachers to help children 
make their wishes at Christmas time for 
others. 

Families with children should spend 
time in making plans for helping others at 
Christmas. These plans should be such 
that the children can do most of the work 
in carrying them out. Starving people 
overseas should be considered first in 
plans for giving at Christmas. 

The giving of self is the greatest of 
all gifts. It will be a good thing if all 
Churches give a special opportunity for 
people of all ages to commi t themselves 
to Christ during a special service at 
Church, since the Sabbath morning serv' 
ice comes on Christmas this year. God 
was giving Himself when He sent His 
only Son into the world. His Son asks 
all men to give up a life of selfishness 
and to follow Him in sacrificial living. 

All I want for Christmas is a new and 
vital experience of fellowship with, faith 
in, and loyalty to the Christ who gave 
Himself for me and for all mankind. 

"'Cast out our sins, and enter in, 
Be born in us today ..... 

THERE SHALL BE ONE 
By Jim Campbell 

Milton Junction, Wis. 

Large, fluffy, white flakes of snow made 
their graceful descent past the unfrosted 
window before me. One by one they 
came into sight at the top, then disap' 
peared at the bottom - hidden by the 
sill. There was no breeze. I watched 
half,heartedly, hoping a small gust would 
break the monotony. Settling farther 
down in. the .. large rocker I cupped my 
warm hands under my chin and noticed 
two frolicking little girls across the street. 
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Between them, tightly clenched was a 
rope tied to the little red sled bl!ing 
pulled behind them. The sled zig,z,aggc.d 
crazily as they skipped. I watched them 
all the way to the corner. a block away. 
where they turned. It was there that I 
stared. seeing nothing. Wondering 
thoughts began monopoliz.ing my thinking. 

Christmas is near - the time of joy, 
worship, and peace. I t is the time of the 
year \'vhcn giving is the main desire, and 
song, and happy result. At this time 
love captures the heart, smiles crinkle the 
face, and ministers speak before a larger 
congregation. But, also, this is the time 
when tears redden the eyes and sorrows 
stiffen a suffering heart. This dolesome 
thought rather shocked me for a moment. 
It was the realization that somewhere, 

o COME, LITTLE CI-I1LDREN 

Ihr Klndcrlcin, kommct by Chn~torh Vol) SC)lllIIJ 

Engil!;;h \'crslOn by Gad Brook Burket, l<;~X 

J. P. A. Schul,. 

o come, little children. 
o come and behold. 

The manger is cradling 
The Babe, as of old; 

Blest Mary and Joseph 
Bend over Him there. 

And shepherds arc kneeling 
Devoutly in prayer. 

Encircled with glory 
The holy Child lies, 

While myriads of angels 
Rejoice in the skies. 

o join with· the angels 
In jubilant lays, 

o sing 'til your voices 
Re-echo their praise. 

And now, to the manger, 
What gift shall we bring 

To show our great love for 
The heavenly King? 

He cares for no treasure 

Of earth or of mart. 
o give Him devotion: 

o give Him your heart. 
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somehow, someone would be unhappy. I 
dwelt on this. 

Slowly the half'clear picture of a 
starving mother and her two hungry little 
girls was created unconsciously in my 
sightless stare. Piles of brick and wood 
around them constituted the remainder 
of their home. The little girls had bare 
feet, torn, faded dresses, and coats too 
small even for their half,growing bodies. 
The mother had shoes, but her coat was 
torn, and practically worthless. There 
were no tears in her eyes. They had left 
long before. Instead, a sunken, sleepless 
stare searched hopelessly for something 
it would never find. Her little girls were 
cold, helpless, with her hope their only 
virtue, her prayer their only hope. The 
picture vanished, leaving me wondering 
if there were really peace on earth. There 
was no war. Yet, was there peace? . . . 

This Christmas will have its crowded 
Church services and its exultation in wor' 
ship. The rosy faces of healthy children 
and their grateful parents will fill every 
pew. The songs by the choir, the prayer, 
and the heart' warming greetings after the 
benediction will correspond to make the 
day what it is. 

Some little fellow will get a new tri, 
cycle, another a sled. The little girl next 
door will find a new doll under her tree, 
or maybe a stocking full of red and green 
candy. Mother may give Dad a new 
Schick Injector, and he will probably 
return the favor by giving her a blue 
and gold dresser set. While Dad helps 
Junior set up his electric train, or can' 
struct something with his Erector Set, 
Mother and all the other women will be 
creating a sensation for the dinner table. 
The rest of the men will make home' 
made ice cream, or help occasionally in 
the kitchen. I felt better from these recol, 
lections. It was closer to the peace on 
earth sung in the many Christmas carols. 

Suddenly realizing that the peace on 
earth could be more than I had imagined, 
I closed my tired eyes and laid my head 
back on the chair. Everyone could help 
the destitution in the world by sending 
clothes and toys to the people. A prayer, 
from deep down inside., would help them 

-
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CHILDR~'S PAGE 
Dear Recorder Child~n: 

When you read my\ letter you will be 
looking forward to the \ many blessings of 
the Christmas season o~ly five days away. 
What does it mean to you? I am sure 
it means much more than the usual cele
brations and feasts to which you look 
forward each year. The most wonderful 
thought of all is that it celebrates the 
birth of our dear Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
and that at the Christmas season we should 
think of His great love for all mankind 
and strive to reflect that love by loving 
service for those around us. A dear little 
girl remarked one day, .... Christmas means 
love, doesn't it?" And her daily life 
showed the spirit of love not only at 
Christmas time but throughout the year. 
So when we celebrate Christmas let us 
never forget its true meaning. 

I was hoping for many of your letters 
full of Christmas cheer. Since they have 
not come I'll tell you a Christmas story 
instead, and look forward to hearing soon 
how you spent Christmas and its true 
meanIng to you. 

Ella's Christmas Tree 
It was only two days before Christmas. 

Little Ella Burton was not looking for
ward to that usually happy day with her 
usual pleasant antlclpation, for just a 
,"veek before she had fallen on the ice 
and broken her leg. Daddy had explained 
to her that because of the expense of 
her medical care they could not afford 
to have their usual Christmas celebration. 
or even their usual Christmas tree which 
as far back as she could remember had 
been her special delight. She was careful 

greatly. Even just a thought for those 
who find it exceedingly hard going would 
be very helpful. With this realization 
in mind I stretched, completely pleased, 
and yawned at the falling snow. The 
monotony was broken then as the beau' 
tiful uCarillonic Bells H began ringing, re' 
sounding from the tower of the Milton 
Church. I listened 'with satisfaction .. y~, 
this Christmas would have its peace on 
earth. - The Beacon: December, 1947. 

-
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not to let Daddy and Mother know how 
great her disappointment was. Yet, in 
their loving hearts they could not fail to 
feel her hidden grief. So they began to 
wonder and plan what they could do 
about it. 

One day they had talked vvith Miss 
Davis, Ella's beloved Sabbath school teach, 
cr. She had a delightful plan which she 
talked over with the members of her 
class who were all very fond of the child. 
They were only too glad to bring Ella 
Christmas joy. 

In front of the Burton house was a 
beautiful pine tree which had been there 
ever since Ella's daddy ,"vas a little hoy. 
I ts branches ,"vere wide enough so that 
~hei made a little green roof and Ella 
~. often played ,-vith her dolls under, 

neath. It was a favorite gathering place 
i or her and her playmates .... 

As Ella looked out the broad front 
wlndo\v she thought ho\v heautiful the 
old pine tree was. It ,"vas as green as it 
had been in summer, and it sang ,"vhen the 
\vinter \vind ble,-v through its branches. 
She had spoken about it that day when 
her teacher came to see her, and had said 
longingly, "I ,-vish it ,-vould sno\\! so the 
cld pine tree \vould be dressed up for 
Christmas." 

That gave Miss Davis a very happy 
thought and she could hardly ,-vait to 
talk it over ,-vith her other pupils. When 
she told them of her plan, they ,"vere as 
enthusiastic as she. 

The afternoon before Christmas Mr. 
Burton took Ella over to her grand, 
mother's for supper. It was getting dark 
on Christmas Eve \.vhen he brought her 
home. As he drove do'..vn the village 
street, the stars came out in the sky, and 
one that was larger and brighter than the 
others seemed to be shining right over the 
Burton house. 

"It looks like the Christmas star!" Ella 
thought. A.s they came nearer they could 
hear the sweet voices of children singing 
Christmas carols. As they r:eached the 
house and her daddy lifted her out of 
the sleigh, she thought she must be 
dreaming, for the old pine tree '\vas 
changed to a Christmas tree! 
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On the very top shone a great slar 
of lights and every branch was lighted 
with smaller stars - red, gold, and blue. 
Fat packages tied wlth red ribbon and 
holly were hanging from the pine tree's 
twigs. All around it were children sing' 
Ing. It \vas the members of her Sahbath 
school class with their teacher who were 
singing carols for her. Even they thought 
they. had never seen such a beautiful 
Christmas tree. The electric-light man, 
father of t\VO of the chddren. had covered 
the tree \vith stars for her and her class
mates. There were gifts on the tree for 
all. Daddy held Ella In his arms so she 
could JOIn in singlng Chnstmas carols. 
Just as they finished singIng. dovJn from 
the sky floated hundreds of Christmas 
snowflakes. They covered the pIne tree 
like \v h ite stars, as it stretc hed ou tits 
green arms to catch them. 

"Oh, Daddy." cned the 11 ulc glrl. "This 
IS the nicest Chnstmas Eve 1 ever had. 
J am so grateful to all and love you all. 
Chnstmas means love, doesn't It ?. 

Miz.pah S. Greene. 

SILENT NIGHT! l-IOLY NIG1-lT! 

Tran!'L from Jo~.cph ~1()hr. 181 S 
Franz. Gruhcr. 181S 

Silent night! Holy night! 
All is cahn, all is bright 
Round yon Vir~in Mother and Child. 
Holy Infant M) tender and mild. 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 

Sleep in h~venly pc.;)ce. 

Silent night! Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar. 
Heav'nly hosts sing Alleluia; 
Christ, the Saviour. is born, 
Christ, . the Saviour, is born. 

Silent night! HoJy night! 
Son of God. love's pure light 
Radiant bc.am.s from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lor-d, at Thy birth. 
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atqrisimus 
1Brlls 

By Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

I heard the bells on Christmas Day 
Their old [amil iar carols play, 
And wild and sweet the words repeat 
Of peace on earth, good will to men! 

I thought how, as the day had come, 
The belfries of all Christendom 
Had rolled along the unbroken song 
Of peace on earth, good will to men! 

And in despair I bowed my head; 
"There is no peace on earth," I said; 
"'For hate is strong, and mocks the song 
Of peace on earth, good will to men!" 

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 
• 

uGod is not dead, nor doth He sleep! 
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, 
With peace on earth, good will to men!U 

Till, ringing, singing on its way, 
TIle world revolved from night to day, 
A voice, a chime, a chant sublime, 
Of peace on earth, good will to men! 
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The Sabbath DECEMBER 27, 1948 

The Message of the New Year 
I asked the New Year for some message sweet, 

Some rule of life with which to guide my feet; 

I asked, and paused: he answered soft and low, 

uGod's will to know." 

UWill knowledge then suffice, New Year?" I cried: 

And, ere the question into silence died, 

The answer came, "Nay, but remember. too, 

God's will to do." 

Once more I asked, "Is there no Illore to tell?" 

And once again the answer sweetly fell, 

"Yesl this thing, all other things above: 

God's will to love." 

-Author Unkno ... vn, In Quotable PocmE>, 

compIled hy Cbrk-C;lllcspa:, 




