A TIME FOR HONEST AND SERIOUS THINKING

Whether or not beer shall be served to men in the Armed Forces is not
a small matter at all; it is an exceedingly serious matter, and the failure of many
honest people to realize the long-term °implications involved calls for a full
display of the facts.

1. In 1941, there were 600,000 alcoholics in this country. Today, there
are 950,000.%

2. If the extent of alcoholism among veterans were made known to the
people of the United States, they would be immediately and terribly concerned.

3. We do not believe that a can of beer is a can of depravity. Omne can
of beer a day will not cause drunkenness. Considered without regard to anything
else, it is perhaps of slight importance. The matter 6f great importance is that
it introduces many men, not previously drinkers, to the.custom of drinking an
alcoholic beverage. . . .

S. The contention that the water in fighting areas is unfit, begs the issue.
Of course it is unfit; of course the men want something to drink; of course they
will drink beer and demand beer if nothing else is provided for them. The Armed
Forces should show some enterprise in getting cokes, fruit juices, vegetable juices,
and soft drinks of every description to the fighting front. Many of the men do
prefer soft drinks, and have complained to their homes because only beer has
been furnished to them. A very large proportion of the men in service have
never consumed intoxicants before entering the Army; they have been taught
in their homes and schools and Churches that it is better to let alcoholic beverages
alone. The United States Government ought not to align itself with the brewing
industry against the homes from which these young men come and in opposition
to the teaching of the schools they have attended, to say nothing of the teaching
of their Churches.

6. A policy should be adjudged on its results. Let the facts be made
known. Let the men who know, tell the American people how many alcoholics
there are among veterans. Let us consider in all honesty, how much of the
great increase in alcoholism is due to drinking by the unfortunate men who were
subjected to heavy environmental- pressure to drink after they entered the Armed
Forces. Above all, let us have no more of the statements that the boys at the

front are “not compelled to drink beer.” They ARE compelled to drink beer

so long as that is the only potable beverage furnished them. — Clipsheet.

+

* Dr. E. M. Jellinek, at a conference on alcoholism, Wisconsin University, August, 1950.




— r— - T —— - —
The sal’bath ABSOLUTE PREVENTION THE SABBATH RECORDER .
g , ' OF ALCOHOLISM
Recorder i
' ‘ yer,”” The Philadelphia Evening Bulletin
 First Issve June 13, 1844 (2-23-50) ppbhshes a letter from a cor-
A Magaozine for Christian Enlightenment and Inspiration reSpOHdent n regard to alcoholism. fol-
L' H. NORTH, Mandger of the Publishing House e Dy A e o GOD’S CHOSEN PEOPLE PR
- 5. g a:;fetr o E: ishing kous The reaction of the ‘Philadelphia Law- : _ R
. . -t . R N . . . . 1 . . “ 4 H ‘
ontmbuling EAiiors o yer’ is the same as already expressed sev- Anv peoplc are God's chosen b : v : a
DAVID S. CLARKE ..ooifvnninennnnnnnnn. Missions S, : . . ; peap.e are Aok 5 _ . l
WILLIAM L. BURDICK, D.D., Emeritus : eral times before and which will con- choosze to do Hizs will, Since N s i ; P !
(MRS.) FRANCES DAVIS ........... Woman's Work tinually be expressed whenever this ques- will” may come to Him ance cor Al Lt TR
RONAED T }i{AEIgESY'-Sﬁ'i"}"cSﬁ"ﬁChﬁSﬁm Education  tion comes before his column. willT may know Hie owrlll i stande B Do 3 thoey o
, Emeritus o . e & o evae am e e . e .. 4 (Y v - : T P
(MRS.) MIZPAH S. GREENE ........ Children’s Page “Out of some 6,000 letters that come TEason thal any perstioanil Snn peopa S | ; SRR
.. (5 e SO YOy R TIONLY LTyt “ - i - i O 7 Y o ¢
° to his column every year, there are hun- who seek 1o xnow and 1o do His wall B ’
. . 18 o > ter vy s o ™ Ty -ty b 4 N L T :
Our Policy dreds of heartbreaking ones from wives, H‘;- It s ent Ciy ImChnCY Gt i
The Sabbath Recfc_:rder {does not ngcess%rily egdoDrse mothers, and children telling what alcohol gether Unbcf‘Ck':i.“.c; thal o T L o g : e !
signed articles. For information about Sevent : inc. emrowerne God ur ot R e S
ngtist polity and beliefs write the American Sc‘?: has done to their hUSbands’ fath_ers, and }I}E' i: 1 O’-\ “TRg ST ‘ . : o Co ' o L
bath Tract Society Plainfield, New Jersey. famailies. play faverites. That SITTIL CosCE Nl e ISR , st ISRTEN
[ e L} N ) - n sense H ! X Cof
Terms of Subscription d'I don’t knc?w \vheth?r alcoholism is o ' L _
Per Year...... $3.00 Six months...... $1.50 a 1s.ea_se. or ?‘ sin. I don't lan\Y whether OC i L‘L’“f “1d YU ety o, i 3.1 ) 5 ,
Student rate........ $1.00 per college year prohibition is the answer for it or not, He is infinite, and we are anite: Hice un o oo ! PSR
Retired Seventh Day Baptist ministers but this I do know if it be a disease, Verse 3 so vast, and our haiiniion Cp T : 3 Tloiee
and their widows .............. $1.00 per year d h . h local I mte mae o evee reaie e ee ) ., 1 ; o I .o
Monthly Special Issues ) of eack 15 cenﬁs per copy anyone an everyone should avoid the ocal i'Uk Caft andt Lhe pelotd 0 : e ’ Lo e R
(The first issue of each month) o1 < y One Deonle Urazs th Lyt < ‘e oy el v Tt :
Reguldr ISSUSS - ovoeore o) 10" cants per copy cogtablfon fox: thci,Asake of ;H those who :5 cople urasp the rang H:- e . | |
. ‘ o d1i CroN ANndg o bl P N INE ;
Postage to Canada and foreign countries 50 cents sutrer I1rom 1it. S ?ne o1 our greateg ! mercs G PO ) o : ;
per }c'iecxr gdditic;nal. Sttlbscri;;‘tions will betcgsccj{xﬁ doctors once wrote: ‘Total abstinence is Since. therefore S d B : o o '
tinued at date of expiration when so requested. . . c el il lL, Ll e e liail “» TR et
subscriptions will be discontinued one year after date the bes.t ax}c}' Only %bSOhlte prevention o1 His will th rough thac lives o : teoosmail o L .
to which payment is made unless expressly renewed. alcoholism. R Chpsheet. fnite. Jocal children is ic net moioile 1hae ., r et .
° . . ) i ) « ) i S L e 4 ’.»"s‘(-x,x S i N [P l e ‘ i . k{. . . ; 2
Published weekly (except August when it is 'FUb. —— } His -ocili might assfme Cifferent torme s ‘ « o : L C1at '} Jh
lished biweekly) b¥> the American Sabbath Tract . . ‘ amone children Of diffcrent orousessaos” vl . T T P
Society and printed by The Recorder Press, publish- The alcoholic will do well to remember EEAP ke LA bt Eie . ; e T r
ing house for Seventh Day Baptists, Plainfield, N. J. . ; A . Ma‘,’ He nct be using those of Hie chsidren vl i} e T T otk
Entered at the post office in Plainfield, N. J., as that Jesus Christ is the Friend of sinners. P T T o : Stialic e
second class matter. _ Clipsheet WO are Polliiary adapied 1o ooyt nnd . L — ,
All communications, whether on business or for pub- ) PI oclaim phascs of Hic woiii, for thae ~ur- ! aliie 1! :
lication, should be addressed to_ the Sabbath —— R Thus N of H: R : . Ty on i . . . .
1% Recorder, Plainfield, N. I. _ pose’ hus. all of s chiidren wouid e R R T Frrate
. WHAT — IF? have a definite part (o perform 1 bringing SpTodeden e artin of e
| : . . .. to bear upon the life of the world the whole 70w
PLAINFIELD, N. J., NOVEMBER 6, 1950 A skeptic once derided a Christian by will of God. - - VU
(Special Issue) king: “G h : wil of s0d. ML
N Whole No. 5,415 oking: “George, what would you say if N L
Vol. 149, No. 17 ole ™o 2 when you die you found there wasn’t such There is a vast difference botuecen the e T R A A
a place as heaven after all?” whole will of God and domng Gods ol S CTh e
. . ) wholly. One. finitely speaning, will nover ArTe we Lottty Ll IR
IN THIS ISSUE With a smile the man replied: *'I should o1 T S S T L T y
. - . be able to do the whole will of Grd Thie el
o . say — Well, I've had a good time getting : AP S
Editorials: God’s Chosen People.— the [ in no way excuses him from trving, It
God WOrks! s 267 Ie anyway: possible to do the wiil of Goed wholly in
Features: Why I Became a Seventh ‘ Then the Christian sent an arrow back so far as His will hus been reveaied. Yot GOD WORKS!
Day BaptiSt . e % 68 to the skeptic — a question not so easy with the whole performance of such revy Y S T
The Holy Spirit: Power or Personality? ....269  to answer. *‘I say, Fred, what would you lation will come fresh rewelations froo |
Salvation and the Sabbath ... 271 £ h di . : ) _
1+1 1 2 ) - ’ ime L tile. . )
A Change of Citizenship .cmoirm. 272 Say 1, when you die, you fOU{):d there t to ume . TS T .
Sources of Strength: “Our Saviour™ ... 275 was such a place as hell after all?” — De- We are trvine io sav thar (i , A ooy e Bttt
. . . . GO VL Y dsdn [ i Cadrin E i 0 P [ SR I
. o ] b ; PR Y B | ; i (] )
Children’s Page: Learn to Do Good ... 279 geellciiihMEzam%e; lt?stBlgll‘lelﬁ'I;h Evarégﬁlilrfal is not completely revealed o the peopic . e “ |
Worldwide Bible Reading ... Back Cover [ " o y P o g of any single denomination. Nevertheless S ‘ - SRR P
. . " . = . P . . . S * b e Vo ..
‘ ’ 21l denominations, which scex above oo et ’ S s
else to do His will, arc teing used of e e P IREEIEAR IR R RS
Front Cover Picture . Him in an cver-spreading movement U (; Th ST RN R ENE RN
L _ . Seventh Day Baptist General Conference i Flis mmessnre of fantion theoui] ; .
*“*The Bible — a Light and Guide prO\_l:i‘m 115 H}L:x:&}:_; G SalVasitn L Adalaer il . i1 R $
Courtesy American Bible Society ALFRED, N. Y., AUGUST 14-19, 1951 out the whole carth.. JERRPIRS .- I e ! ;
-
o oy — N




B

268

THE SABBATH RECORDER

spirits of men. He strives with our spirits.
When the Spirit gains entrance into the
life of a sinner, no wonder there is re-
joicing in heaven!. There ought to be
more rejoicing on earth!

Just as the most lasting and genuine
thrill and peace of life come when we
wholly surrender to Christ, so there should
be a permanent rejoicing over the experi-
ence of others who accept Him.

You who read the testimony that fol-

lows this editorial are in for the thrill and

assurance of a lifetime. If you become
gripped by Richard Knecht's experience
as we have, you will be rejoicing the rest
of your days. You, too, will exclaim,
“God works!” You, too, will say again
and again, ‘I know whom I have believed.™
You, too, will feel that the day of hope
for the Christian Church has dawned.
You, too, will believe beyond the shadow
of a doubt that Seventh Day Baptists are
at the threshold of an enlarging and more
effective witness for Christ and the Sab-
bath. Truly, *“‘this is the Lord’s doing; it
is marvellous in our eyes.”” Psalm 118: 23.

Let us read what Mrs. George (Helen
Shaw) Thorngate has to say about this
outstanding, testimony. She writes:

“I do not know how many of our peo-
ple in America know about the experience
of a German friend, Richard Knecht, who
last year was baptized by Pastor Tshaung
of the Shanghai Church and joined the
Seventh Day Baptist Church of Shanghai,
China.

*“A non-Nazi German stranded in Shang-
hai before World War II, he is to be
admired for his courage in taking the stand
he has. Owur prayers should go with him.

“*Asked to tell his Christian experience
to the Chinese Church, Richard Knecht
wrote a statement in English which he
gave at a Friday evening meeting, Principal
Chang translating into Chinese. We
brought this statement with us and it may
interest and inspire others as it has us.
I am sure that letters of encouragement to
Mr. Knecht, sent in care of T. M. Chang,
Grace High School, 38 Zikawei Road,
Shanghai, China, from Recorder readers
would be very much appreciated.”

Wty 7 Became a Sevenit: 2@ Baprist

By RICHARD KNECHT

When I was eight days old mv parents
took me to their Roman Catholic Church
where a priest sprinkled me with water,
and so I became baptized and a Roman
Catholic. I was too young to agree or
protest!

In Germany the state supports the re-
ligious organizations, and so the school
children have to attend religious lessons
and mass. Twice-a week I had to go to
the seven o’clock morning mass and twice
a week attend religious school lessons. We
were taught catechism and the Bible. The
catechism teaches Church doctrines, and
the Catholic Bible certain parts of the
original Bible which the Catholic Church
chooses. Every month we had. to go to
confession and Holy Communion.

. After leaving school I grew cool towards
the Church and finally did not go any
more to confession and Communion, which
for Catholics was obligatory at least once

a year.

In 1929 I migrated to South America.
There the Catholic Church is a strong
power politically and economically. What
I saw there disgusted me so much that I
never again entered a Catholic Church!

I traveled quite a bit and finally set out
with one friend from Germany in a small
sailing boat to go to the Far East. On this
eventful trip I was to look toward God.

Once in a storm on the Arabian Sea,
after a long struggle with the waves, ex-
hausted and near dead, I found myself
crying for God’s help. And, then, after-
wards, in the Indian Ocean on calm nights,
the wonderful heaven with its clear moon
and the thousands of stars above, my
thoughts wandered toward heaven and
remembered what I was taught in school,
the sizes and distances of the stars, sun,
and moon. How frightfully small our
world and myself in the universe!! Who

has created all this and who keeps it in

THE SABBATH RECORDER £
. 7 3 1 p P i Y RN - 3
its course? The only answer could ho: sed o necenare et e T G
~ LI . o ’ H . H .
the Creator of all things, God. Coode 0 e Tt
104 1. rmarn il e Tl T :
Years rolled by. I did well and enioyed Stodying the differern donoo Cooree
’ & I . 3 % : ‘ h ;
the pleasures of this world. But [ did not  iound that the Seaentd, D Fhogp it e
] . . o . . '
find the happinecss and peace T wae longing the clerest ¢ the Bibie oo WL th
. ; » £ow
for. LSS TO Y SR SN PD B I s Mo P HE
- “ * 4
\Vhen two yvears ago nere in Sh“;}g'h“ Potesl i tania o o e e ¢
- - '~ -« o - - -
Bible lectures were given I thought, "Per- nd Bappiness forowehooh D donang
. « . . .e v . . i .
haps I can gain something there. I a2t ASCSEVOUEE NS S 05 DR U AN P hd oy
- s rs ) Tr M 5
ended regularly and found how diffcrent N roar Feawenly Fathior Lol e 0
: r - - - . Cen e v - - H e 3 : .
are the teachings of the Cathelic Church  #oep o9 T and e teruacata o i
- . - . 5 . y . .
from the Scriptures. I recopnized that the chrren coALG ey o Pathier v
. . O . . . . I PR
Lord’s day iz not Sun d:).:., hut the Sabbath bl
] s Y - . % = n. R - .
And I decid f,d to break with my Church, (Mot S, SE - b
; Ty A v ey
v+ MRS, FREDERI DAY IEE
(This meesape wine boeed 1n part o Woevrnooth RETTI e Ceoe . G \
« . , P - i i ; i , ; N )
tranciztion of the New Testomens iven o e 1 , 4 b4
Y . RIS Y . - . Y more 1o : Hie o
gospel service in the Seventh Doy Buruor Chooes (
O:r CL‘T3.E° P.]"L;".{C?{.f ~N I SOU ¢ £ i'i"x } T PN P e JYoioy, r
er, Plainf dLONL L. 3400 o - ’ _ ;
1 J’A 5 k: N 1 ¢ ‘ ¢
P ; ™. . . —
The Holy Spirit’'s Many Names (1o TS -
The Comriorter. Iohn 14: 16, TR & P [ Co '
W e 5 I M h Band o .
The Spirit of Truth, John 140 17 oo P has e ‘ ' bl
i : : Toeme s A T I ~ v
The Soirit of Adopurn., Remuans =0 15 gives 1t b Hi ' S
- . - - - e P
The Spirit. John : 3 st (Gl SETSEN & FERCIE SONRITINS FI e
. : S coT 1 : , : ; .
The Holv Spirir of Promase B : Fothior wrol e S 00 (b 1Ay i '
1: 13, Hooomrrod cnopn o o Do,
g . " e - .y e e . K,
TnC HO&» Spar.: £r45§:‘i.z:: ‘; - :) ! J‘ ! 4t } i
« - ~ - « - .
The Spirit of Haolinesz. Romansg 1: 4 T e S B P4
- - ”~ - . - - oL ¢ . . g oy
The Spirit of Christ. Romans 809 Irs €5 SUNESIVENS EEEH SIS ‘
- - ~ . - Ia) M '
The Spirit of Ged., Romans S0 14 (3od oo roders ! b ot P
a M - - Vi - 4 t -~
The Spirit of Glony i Peter 4: 14 AR STela Sii o0 il il Poi o
- - - e e ,..\ pRa—
TAF}L Sp:r‘t \J\: L:‘L’ R(. GaTis o e i oy 'I4 } . .a’ i ¢ HE Yol
- . - ~ - . - - N
[he S;,,.r;: of Grace., Hebrears 100 20 Tl : ‘ : Lo ; Poth
. ~ o " - .
The Spirit of Judgment  Iszizh 25 6 oW d the i 03 1 :
v b . ~ - b1 .«
The Spirit of the Lord. Luke 4: 18 TRTCe ATe gL
- < . - N L .
The Eternal Spirit. Hebrews 90 14 Noewer TN T SECEDITEN B PRy
50\'»',&-5 fae 31‘ PP l * . c t ¥
PO Y H ’ $ L Voo
Emblems or Symbols of the Hely Spirit P ; , Cy
s - — - - - . b a b ;! o 1 R “ d 4 J‘ ¢ (’ L
Water. John 7: 28. 39 (The new btirth). .. =0 ¢ ¥ ‘) . ,
A R AL i ¥ ! é F) g 3. i 4
. >~ <. 0 Pl e od fien R
Fire. Exocdus 13: 21 (P:illar of fire by oo 3., L Co e
. - - . LS i J FES P S A j . H
nt b4 . -
night). Nereon, v G SR VL S S
] "
Wind. John 3: 8. P Y S . T
. - . . v ol - " - ‘ud ibd o e eddg i Iat ‘
Oil. (Oil of comfort, giadness, ancinting trantlating the Tent to Foipioed Fodin
Rain and Dew. Hosea 6: 3 1417 . st
i FERAE P FE RS N A N R G R }
Dove. (At Jesus baptiem.) e . .
. . a - ¢ danth g { P [ Foe i it
Voice. Isaiah 30: 21.
rnorance oven b Clhirortion oo !
- -~ -~ od P
Cloven Tongues. (At Pentecost)) T T = e M T
- . * s ] * v
gy . L DT, S b 1. N S
The Holy Spirit has power, almighty and work are. and what cur relation o o
’ : - N BN e & S 'y R
power, for He 1s God (us will be pointed  Him. Bot cur selaton oo o perenal v



270

THE SABBATH RECORDER

We are to worship Him with the Father
and the Son. '

Another pitfall to avoid is to seek the

The Office and Work
of the Holy Spirit

Convicts of sin. John 16: 8.
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A great many citizens of the United
States were born in some other land than
this, and were once subjects and citizens
of other countries than ours; they have
shouted for other rulers and cheered other
flags than those they now shout for and

cheer. Some were once subjects of the
royal ruler of Britain, or Italy, or Holland;
but they have changed their homes from
their old countries to this, they vote for
the rulers of our country, they enlist in
our army if the nation needs their serv-
ices in war, and they obey our laws just
as the people who have been born here do.

A change of citizenship, then, means a
complete revolution in one’s allegiance, it
means giving up allegiance to one, and
giving allegiance to another government.

The Bible and Jesus teach us of a change
of citizenship, of which we wish to say

a few words to you. Ordinarily it is called
conversion. You will hear people speak
of it as a change of heart, which means 2
change in one’s determinations and pur-
poses and affections.

Paul speaks of this change of citizen-
ship in these words: '

“Who hath rescued us from the power (i. e.
government) of darkness and hath transferred
us into the kingdom of the Son of His love."
(Personal Translation.)

You know how much the Bible speaks
of the kingdom of God, the kingdom of
heaven, and the kingdom of His Son, and
it calls the Evil One a prince, or ruler,
who has his subjects and citizens who are
opposed to God, as their prince is.

Paul, in the passage quoted above,
speaking of the power of darkness, means
the government of darkness, just as when
we call Great Britain a power we mean
a government which has power over its
own subjects, and is able to oppose the
power of other governments. Those who
have God as the king they obey and are
loyal to, are citizens of the kingdom of
God; and those who obey and are loyal to
the evil and wrong spirit that is in the
world, and in themselves, belong to the
government of darkness and evil, and the
dark and evil things are the things they
do and love to do.

Have you not often felt when you have
sinned that, though you knew you sinned
of your own accord and willfulness, there
was yet something that had power over
you to bring you into the sin? And have
you not felt, too, that you had something
in common with sinful men and women,
a kind of bond that bound you to them,
though you did not like to have it so, and
you disliked yourself because it was so?
This is because there is a kind of fellow

.citizenship among those who sin, expressed

by the old proverb, “Birds of a feather
flock together.™

You do not like and trust your com-
pany, you dislike it and have no confidence
in it, but yet you keep it up from this

L e
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law of your keing which brings you into
companionship with your kind:; and this
companionship, this fellow citizenship with
evil people, determines what you think
and speak and do, determines all your
conscious activities, your affections and
your destiny, makes you think and f{eel
and do your worst instead of your best,
though in your heart of hearts you wish
there were some way to think and feel and
do vour best instead. You give vour
heart’s allegiance to the evil you despise
and fear, and arc a citizen of a power vou
wish there were deliverance from, but have
never found in yourself.

There is a deliverance, there is ancther
citizenship, there is an allegiance which
will give you joy and peace, a government
that offers you the liberty of the sons o
God. Your deliverance is in Jesus Chrict,
this other citizenship is the citizenchip of
the kingdom of God; the zllegiance which
will give you joy and peace is giving your
heart’s confidence to God, your Father.

[N

*y

you might just as well try to find some
other way of growing as to find
other way of being a good man t
one God shows you in Jesus. Resolving
to be a2 good man will not make vyou 2a
good man, as vou doubtless know from
many times trying, but Jesus will.

Suppose you wish to get our of the
citizenship of ignorance and cut of fcl

ship with ignorant men. There iz oniy
one way — go to school, or 1if nct to an
ordinary school, give vourself up to be

taught by someone you can put your con

learners and ocut of the fellowship of ig-
norant men who do not carc to learn. bu
are satisfied with their ignorance. Yo
may try to set up a kind of lea

your own. and say you do not like the
multiplication table of the books, but will
have one of your own; only vou would
not be so ridiculous as that, but would
patiently learn the multiplication tabl
that a trusted teacher sct you to learn,

Why is not this as reasonable as trying
to set up some other way of being good
than by doing God's wiil? There is no
other way of being good, and it is just
as ridiculous to set about finding some other
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(Continued from page 271)

because of the neglect of reading and
studying God’s Word. It is myv prayer
that when we are finished with these lec-
tures that you may have a thirst to read

His Word daily after getting a little taste:

of some of the rich truths from the sym-
bols of God’s Word. What is the spiritual
truth that we see in the creation story?
In the first place we see that “In the be-
ginning God created
that God was the Creator makes the story
sacred and spiritual in its essencec. Jesus
told the woman at the well in Samaria
that God was Spirit and they that worship
Him must do so in spirit and in truth.
John 4: 24. Here is a truth that many do
not seem to realize. God leaves His mark
of identification on all of His creation even
to the point that man must worship in
spirit and in truth. As God is Spirit and
Truth, so must man worship Him. So
the fact that God is Spirit makes all of
creation a spiritual truth.

However,. we must not stop there lest
we think more of His creation than the
Creator Himself, for this is idolatry. The
highest of all His creation is man. We
know that man was created out of the
dust of the ground; that God breathed
into him and he became a living soul; that
God gave him dominion over all living
things. When He finished this first re-
corded miraclz He pronounced him good.
This meant that he was righteous for a
holy and righteous God could do nothing
but create a perfect man. However, God
knew all possibilities before He ever cre-
ated him for he was created with a free
will, the right to choose for himself, and,
unlike all other of His creatures, man was
created for fellowship with Him. When
man disgbeyed God by eating of the for-
bidden fruit, that fellowship awas broken
because of sin which is contrary to God’s
nature, but this loss of fellowship did not
erase the mark of identity, and there is
where redemption is first revealed. Genesis
3: 15. This is the love of God for His
slave who ran away and had to be bought
back. Man did not deserve or merit this
great love of God toward him, but God
saw you and me down through the ages to
come, He saw our mark of identification by
being created in His own likeness and

.7 The fact-

image thus bought us back when our Lord
died on the cross for us.

The New Testament gives us a rela-
tionship of the story of creation to that
of Jesus who is our Redeemer. In John
1: 1-14 we are told about the Word being
in the beginning, the Word being with
God, and that the Word was God. This
Word is none other than Jesus Himself
— and we are told that all things were
created by Him. Now this does not con-
flict in the least with what we have in
Genesis for in chapter 1: 26 we read these
words. “Let us make man in our image.
after our likeness.”™ Notice the "us™ and
“our’’; here is the first indication of three
persons in one God which we call the
Trinity. He is God the Father, God the
Son who became man, and God the Holy
Spirit. John says of Jesus that He was
the Creator of the world. We find that
even God the Holy Spirit is made mention
of in this story. Genesis 1: 2 reads: “‘and
the Spirit of God moved upon the face
of the waters.”™ This is a matter of faith
and believing God’s Word on our part
for we can never fully understand this as
we are finite and have a limit to our
knowledge, whereas God is infinite and has
no limit to His knowledge. To fully un-
derstand would make us equal with God.
Jesus is the only one who may claim such
equality. Paul testifies to this fact in
Philippians 2: 6-8, “Although from the
beginning He had the nature of God He
did not reckon His equality with God a
treasure to be tightly grasped. Nay, He
stripped Himself of His glory, and took on
Him the nature of a bondservant by
becoming a man like other men. And
being recognized as truly human, He hum-
bled Himself, and even stooped to die; yes,
to die on a cross.” Weymouth translation.
You see Paul says that Christ was equal
with God, but that He became man and in
so doing humbled Himself even to the
point of dying on the cross, the place for
the worst of criminals. Christ did this
for us.

Now the Bible has another creation of
which the story of creation is a symbol.
It is that of the new birth. In John 3,
we have the episode of Nicodemus, a spir-
itual leader of the Jews. He had seen
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Upon finding Him. they zsked. "Rabbi.
when camest thou hither?”

Tesus did not directly answer their ques-
tion. but said, “Verily, verily, I say unto
vou. Ye seck me, not because ye suw signs,
but because ye ate of the loaves and werc
filled.” Jesus makes this emphatic by re-
peating the word “verily.” It was not that
they were interested in Him as the Mes-
siah, their Lord and Saviour. They were

hie disciples went back, and walked no
more with him. Thir tcuched the heart
of Jesue, and He turncd 1o the Toelve and
satd to them. "Would ye slno pogoeay?”
Simon Peter, acting a

uLCer, to whom =hall we po? thou hast
the worde of cternal hife. And we have
belicved and know that thou art the Moy
One of God.”" These weorde are ke Peter's
own magnanimous sclf, and sprang from
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the love of his heart. We wrong that
devoted apostle when we regard him as a
mere creature of impulse.

“To whom shall we go?” This is the
first question that presents itself when a
man awakes to moral consciousness, and
feels that heart-longing to be what he
ought to be, a longing that cannot be
expressed in words. This was a resolution
on the part of the Twelve to adhere to
Christ, and was sa expressed as to intimate
that they would not entertain the least
thought of leaving Him. In Peter’s an-
swer, three reasons for faith in the Saviour
may be discerned.

First, Jesus satisfied their deepest spir-
itual wants. In Him they had found pro-
visions for their whole nature, and had
learned the truth of His saying, “He that
cometh to me shall never hunger, and he
that believeth on me shall never thirst.”
They could truly say, ““Thou hast the
words of eternal life.” They did not
fully understand Christ’s discourse, for as
yet the doctrine of the Cross was a riddle,
but in general they were satisfied that He
had the words of eternal life, that is, that
the words of His discourse showed the
way to eternal life, set it before them, and
directed them as to what to do that they
might inherit it. His having the “words
of eternal life” is the same with His having
power to give eternal life to as many as
were given Him, as many as would accept
Him. In His foregoing discourse, Jesus
had assured eternal life to His followers,
and the Twelve fastened upon this plain
saying, and resolved to stick to Him.

With the assurance we have, much of
which they did not then have, we, too, can
join heartily with them in saying, ‘“We be-
lieve, and are sure, that Thou art the
Christ.”” If Jesus is the Messiah, He must
bring in an everlasting righteousness
(Daniel 9: 24), and therefore He has the
“words of eternal life.”” According to
Romans 5: 21, *““as sin hath reigned unto
death, even so might grace reign through
righteousness unto eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.” They believed
that this Jesus they knew in the flesh was
the Messiah promised to their fathers, and
expected by them, and that He was not
a mere man, but the Son of the living God.
In times of apostasy it is good to have

recourse to things we feel are sure, and
to stick to them. What the Twelve knew,
they knew by experience; this is the best
knowledge. When we have so strong
a faith in the gospel as boldly to venture
our souls upon it, knowing whom we
have believed, then, and not until then,
shall we be willing to venture everything
else for it. Many have the inward feeling
that they are not what they ought to be,
or what they desire to be. There may
even be the feeling that they have lost
something they once possessed, and the
constant cry of the soul is, **“Who will re-
store my true self to me?’ Before we
became Christians, our conscience told us
that we were sinners, and beneath the
burden of guilt our spirits groaned “Who
will help us?” As when one finds he is
suffering from a physical ill, or from a
relapse from a former ill, so it is when the

‘sinner awakes to the consciousness of his

guilt, or to the realization that he has
lost his first love, “To whom shall I go?
For what physician shall I now send?”
He must go somewhere. He cannot re-
main contentedly where he is. He must
apply for needed help to someone.

Many cures are offered, some of them
under fanciful names of religious isms,
but they do not satisfy, there is some-
thing lacking, and the one seeking spir-
itual help may say, ““That is not what
I seek,” or, “That is not what I need.”
But when he finds Jesus Christ his Sav-
iour, he finds that which will give him
life, or will restore that which he feels
he has lost, and he exclaims to his friends,
“Now I have found myself; rejoice with
me, for I have recovered that which was
lost.” The soul recognizes Christ be-
cause He meets its needs, fills in its out-
lines, satisfies its longings, and translates
into the language of definite conceptions
those vague and perhaps shadowy aspira-
tions which formerly could not formulate
themselves into speech.

Fo inquiring Jews, in the Saviour’s day,

‘who wished to settle the question as to

whom they should go with their religious
questions, there were three rival systems
claiming their attention. There were the
Sadducees, the skeptics of the Jewish na-
tion. They had no faith in the super-
natural, or in the future life. They main-

a
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tained that there was no resurrection,
neither angel nor spirit. The Pharisees
were the high ritualists of the ancient
Jewish Church. They conformed to the
letter of the Mosaic enactments, and, not
content with that, they added many in-
terpretations and other things they pro-
fessed to have received by tradition, and
which they regarded as equally important
with the written precepts of the Pente-
teuch, much of which was actually writ-
ten in their Talmud. Theirs was a religion
of externalism. The Essenes were the
ascetics of their age, and we do not con-
tact them in the Gospels, probably because
they withdrew from society in general,
and formed a separate community which
had little to do with other people. They
were the prototypes of some we have in
the world today, some of whom think it
wrong to enjoy the physical blessings
which God has given us, to wear a piece
of jewelry or a wedding ring, to play, or
hear played, great classical music, con-
fining themsleves to chanting psalms and
singing hymns.

How much better than all this, how
much safer, it is to meet the soul's hunger
with the bread which God has provided,
and its thirst with the water which God
has furnished in Jesus Christ! Jt is true
there are some difficulties connected with
revelation, and it would be foolish to
deny that; but suppose revelation, with
its Saviour and its gospel, were entirely
swept away, our soul problems would still
remain, and we would be deprived of the
advantages which revelation brings.

The wounds of the patient in a hospital
may be very painful, and the fever high.
Suppose the patient should insist on ex-
pelling every doctor and every nurse,
would that improve his condition? No
for every ill which he before experienced
would continue, and be intensified. No
one gets rid of ills of the soul by tossing
the Bible away and rejecting the Saviour;
he only throws away the remedy for
human sin. To be ignorant of sin and its
results,” gives no peace to the troubled
heart. France tried that for a time, and
her rivers ran red with blood of the slain.
Communism has tried to rule God out,
and peace has been trampled in a mire
of blood. May it be ours to bow before

the throne of Him whore rervice 10 free-
dom, and whaze scepter s love.

“To whom shall we go?”  Shall we go
to ritualism? Many fecl thie might be
cffective, but when we examine it care-
fully, we find that men often mistake form
for power. The repetition of et {forme
and phrases, the obrervance of outweard
ceremonies, cven baptism and the Lord's
Supper, if nothing more than form, avail
Iittle. It is the character of the soul that
gives qguality to the rite, and not the
observance of the rite alone that quickens
the soul. It is the epirit of the worchiper
that gives value to the worrhip, and not
the correctness of the worchip that gives
regeneration to the heart. Forme are the
garments in which epiritual Iife arraye
iteclf, and they arc be Auts ful when weorn
as the expression of an inner Life. Jesus
said to His disciples, L> cept your rigrht-

cousness chall exceed the ‘;;ﬁztcom.m‘r,r of
the scribes and Pharicces, ye chall in no

case enter into the kingdom of heaven™

Their religion wae an outward, formal

thinﬂ It 1s the inncer life that makes out-
ard rites garments of beauty,

Tnc giving up of the pood thinge of
life with the idea that we are daing pen-
ance, and that we are commending our-
sclves to God therchy, = a poor picture
of the strength and happiness of him who,
having Christ within him, iz independent
of external influcnces, and can enjoy cver
luxuries in such a way ac to glorify the Laord.
It is a nobler thing to have comfort, and
offer that to God through its right enjoy-
ment, than it i to make once’s self mirerahle
under the dclusion that we =hall therehy
please God. It zcems that God wante us
to enjoy the good things of life, or He
would not have put =0 many of them
within our reach.

We cannot satisfy the longings of our
souls by placing oursclves with the Sad-
ducees and question and doubt God, Chriet
our Saviour, the Holy Spirit, or the Bible
as the Word of God. Nor can we join
with the Pharisces and give ourscelves over
to cercmonies. Rites and ceremonier arc
outlets for inner spiritual life, but they
should never take the place of it. There
may be some satisfaction in withdrawing
one's self from the world, but asceticism
is an abnormal thing, and will not cure the
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ills of the individual soul or the ills of the
world.

There is but one remedy for the ills of
individual souls, and for the ills of the
world, and that is Jesus Christ our Saviour.
What are the qualifications that we should
go to Him? Peter answers us in seven
short words, “Thou hast the words of
eternal life.”” Does salvation come through
words? Yes, for wondrous are the words
of our Saviour when they are received by
faith. It was no empty boast of His when
the Saviour said, ““The words that I speak
unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.”

This address would be too long if we

tried to repeat all of the promises made by
the Master, but let us give you a few of

them, the first of which is the keynote of -

them all, the golden text of the Bible: “For
God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.”” Wonderful words are
these, bringing hope to the human heart!
Words that tell the guilty that God loves
them, so that when they believe the dread
of the Almighty is removed. Faith in these
words gives certainty where before was
doubt, and peace where formerly was
despair. They give life and significance
to any form of ritual that believers may
adopt, and make the desert and the
crowded streets alike to them, if only there
they may serve God. It puts music into
the heart, the undertone of which is in-
dependent of circumstances, and they begin
to know the meaning of the blessed assur-
ance that ““Whosoever drinketh of the
water that I shall give him shall never
thirst’”’; but it ‘“‘shall be in him a well
of water springing up into everlasting life.”
In the pardon which Christ proclaims,
the soul finds peace and joy, and the song
that was slumbering in the heart becomes
a chorus of praise. That which was rather
vague is made definite and distinct, and,
as in the case of Paul, the great aspiration
of life is to win Christ and ‘‘press toward
the mark for the prize of the high calling
of God in Christ Jesus.”

“To whom shall we go?”” Can we be-

lieve the words that fell from the lips of

Jesus our Saviour? Yes, for they are the
words of Him who was approved of God
by signs and miracles which He did; they

THE SABBATH RECORDER

are the words of Him who died upon the
cross, and rose from the tomb of Joseph;
they are the words of Him whose life
shines before men’s eyes with the radiance
of deity, and whose life and teachings
have transformed the lives of millions.
Christ our Saviour has put hope into in-

dividual hearts, and benevolence into our™

social life. The weary, the burdened, the
perplexed, and the troubled have learned
with fullest confidence the meaning of
the words, ““Come unto me, and I will give
you rest.”

Jesus in the flesh would not long be
with His disciples, but He promised to be
with them in spirit all the way, even unto
the end of the world. To Him could they
always go, as have millions since, and as
can we. The despised One has become
the glorified of all men; the Rejected has
become the cornerstone and capstone of
that kingdom which is to endure eternally.
It is for that message the world waits
today; it is that message of Christ our
Saviour that you, the ministers of the
Seventh Day Baptist Church, have the
privilege of preaching.

INCREASED ATTENDANCE
AT ARMY RELIGIOUS SERVICES

A continuing increase in attendance at
religious services conducted at Army
chapels during the last four months of
1949 is indicated in figures compiled by
the Office of the Chief of Army Chaplains.

Total attendance at services conducted
by Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish chap-
lains in the Army rose from 455,388 in
September to a peak of 617,302 in De-
cember, 1949. The monthly attendance
figures are as follows: September, 455,388;
October, 592,074; November, 564,673; and
December, 617,302.

Preliminary reports for the first two
months of 1950 show attendance well
above the 500,000 mark. More than 560,-
000 were present at services in January
and during February, which had four Sun-
days, 543,576 attended chapel.

The figures reported do not reflect at-
tendance by military personnel at services
in civilian Churches during the period

covered. — Release, Office Chief of Army

Chaplains.
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LEARN TO DO GOOD
By MIZPAH S. GREENE

We are taught never to do evil. As
Christian girls and boys not only must you
never do evil but also always strive to do
good. I have known people who prided
themselves on never doing evil, but left
out the commandment, “Do good.” As
you become members of the Christian
Church, it becomes your duty and privi-
lege to be kind and merciful to others as

you have opportunity, doing good of

every kind to all, as far as possible.

We owe goodness to both rich and poor,
wise and foolish; even to those who may
do more evil than good. The good we do
is much more important than wealth or
position, skills or abilities. Very often some-
one who perhaps does not seem to be suc-
cessful as success goes is a benediction to
everyone around him, even the whole com-
munity, because his life is pure and good
and he is faithful to God’s tasks,

Doing good requires much patience and
study. It is indeed our duty and privi-
lege to lend strength to those who seem to
be weak, through Jesus who gives wus
strength.

“For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.”” John 3: 16.

Every Sabbath in Sabbath school, Chris-
tian teachers are putting good thoughts
into the minds and lives of the girls and
boys they teach. Through them you will
learn goodness, purity, courage, and other
Christian virtues. Thus your Christian
teachers, yes, and your Christian parents,
find you are growing in Christian under-
standing and conduct.

Then those Christian words, Christmas,
Easter, the Lord’s Supper, the Bible, and
worship mean more to you as you become
more active in your Sabbath school class
and department and Church service.

It is from your Christian teachers and
parents that you learn the difference be-
tween right and wrong in terms of the
choices which you yourselves must make
under their guidance. Thus you learn true

religion and your Chrictiun conduct shaowe
that you have been regularly under the
influcnce of the Church and  Sabbath
school

Yes, our Sabbath school and Church can
produce these wonderful resulte in the
lives of girls and boys.  If 1t 1 a4 really
successful Christian cchool, we should offer
a prayer of thunkesgiving,  If cach teacher
and pupil does his part with God's help,
it will be successful.  Let ue have as our
watchwords, “"Don’t do evil, do good.”

“And Jesus increased in wisdom and
staturce, and 1in favour with God and man.™
Luke 2: 520 Let us try carnectly  and
praycrfully to follow Hie example.

And let us cver be attentive 11 our rerv-
ice for Christ, following the cervice of our
Church prayerfully and promptly.  Re-
cently 1in a Church service which o com-
pany of soldicrs attended, the pactor caid,
“We  will aree.” Instantly before the
rest of the congregation had scemed to
grasp what he said. the soldiers were on
their feet. What made them do 1?7 Yer.
the first notes of the Star-Spangled Banner
were being played.  Ie there any reaoon
why the rest of us chould not be ae atten-
tive?  What doce it chow to everyone?
If 1t chows love of our country, can we

not show our love for God i oa similar
way?

Besides beingr reverent i Hie houee,
how clse can we show we love and rev-

erence God? We can show God our love
and revercnce by prayer, praise, thanke-
giving, loyalty, obcdicnce. repentance, do-
ing things for His people. Can vou men-
tion other ways in which we may show
our reverence for God?

How docs God speak to us? He has tveo
ways of speaking to us. Somctimes through
other pcople He lets us know what He
wants us to do and sometimes He speake
to us through our own conscience.  We
must listen for His voice,

Sabbath Rally

Rally means: not more talk about it, but
more walk in it; not more {acts about the
truth, but more acts according to i1t; not
starting morc contentions, but more living
up to intentions. — Riverside, Calif.,

Church Bulletin.




Worldoide Bible Reading
THANKSGIVING TO CHRISTMAS
November 23 -December 25, 1950

Theme: “THE BIBLE — A LIGHT AND GUIDE”

NOVEMBER - 9 Bible Sabbath Psalm 23

23 Thanksgiving Psalm 121 10 Psalm 119: 97-104
24 , Psalm 1 11 Luke 15
25 Sabbath "Matthew 5 12 Isaiah 40: 1-8, 28-31
26 John 1: 1-18 13 1 Corinthians 13
27 Exodus 20: 1-17 14 1 John 3
28 Psalm 51 15 Romans 12
29 Luke 11 16 Sabbath , Matthew 25
30 Psalm 27 17 ‘John 3: 1-21
DECEMBER 18 —-— John 14
1 ; Psalm 43 19 Matthew 11
2 Sabbath Psalm 119: 105-112 22 Hebrews 12: 1-13
3 Proverbs 4: 1-19 21 . Revelation 21: 1.7, 22.27
- 22 ‘ John 17
; Jogzh?z?.zi-;i 23 Sabbath Isaiah 53
6 2 Peter 1 24 Matthew 1: 18-25
- Isaiah 55 25 Christmas e Matthew 2: 1-12
8 Psalm 91 —American Bible Society, Adapted.
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