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the only absolute preventative of all drink
ing evils, including alcoholism. 

'an absolute guarantee of the personal free
dom resulting from the alcohol-free way of 
life. 

an insurance against drink-caused broken 
-homes and iuvenile delinquency . 

an insurance of the longer life expectancy. 

a basic principle of a genuine Christian life. 

real self-confidence and respect. 

good health and freedom of body, mind, 
and souL 

-good character, thoughts', words, and deeds. . ~ 

the building of better- homes, a better so
ciety, and a better nation. 

respect of family and friends. 

the dang-erous psychological effects that lead 
to continued drinking. 

all misery, crime, and harm resulting from 
. drinking . 

economic loss brought on by drinking. 

loss of will power and competence endan
gered by drinking. 

anyone who is allergic to alcohol from be-
coming an alcoholic. ... 

P. E. SELBY. 

Reprinted by permission from LISTEN, the Official Journal of the American Temperance Society; 
6840 Eastern Avenue NW, Washington 1~ D. C. 
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a Seventh Day Baptist, Has the Original 
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tion, Facts. God's Holy Sabbath Day, Her 
Wedding Ring, First Day of the Week in 
the New Testament, My Holy Day, Spir', 
itual Sabbathism., Pro and Con, The Sab, 
bath and Sabbathkeeping Baptists, The 
Sabbath and Seventh Day Baptists, Sev ... 
eI1th Day Baptists and Seventh Day Ad .. 
ventists-Ho\v They Differ, Statement of 
Belief of Seventh Day Baptists, What Do 
You Find? (bookmark), What Is Your 
Decision? Why We Are Seventh Day 
Baptists, Who Are These Seventh Day 
Baptists? Free from the La\v, Lovest Thou 
Me? A Letter to the Jews, Founders of 
the Seventh Day Baptist Denomination, 
How Honest Are You? Creation's Birth ... 
day, Seventh Day Baptists at Work 
Around the World, So"mething New? The 
10 Commandments and 7 ... Day Christianity. 

SPECIAL· NOTICE 
The next special issue of the Sabbath 

Recorder will be dated July 31,1950. Thus 
there will be two regular issues published: 
in August, those of August 14 and 28, 
instead of one. The issues of August 7 and 
21 will be omitted since the Sabbath Re' 

. corder is published biweekly during Au ... 
gust. 
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CLOTHING AND BEDDING NEEDED 
Church· World Service recently h'as 

issued an appeal for large quantities of 
clothing and bedding this summer. We 
are informed that the need for all kinds 
of clothing is great in China, Europe, 
Korea, 'Burma, and the Holy Land. 

N O\v is the time to share 
That others may \\"ear 

And be \.varm. 

Send clothing and bedding prepaid 
to your nearest Church World Service 
center together with 8 cents per pound 
for overseas transportation costs. 

Church World Service Centers 

214 East 21 st Street 
Ne\.v York 10, N. Y. 

c'o Pacific Ports Industries, Inc. 
lOa Brannan Street 

San Francisco 7, Calif. 

New Windsor, Md. 

510 South Elm Avenue 
Webster Groves 19, Mo. 

CABINS - ROW ON ROW 
At the top of the mountain well above 

the railroad tracks, stand cabins ro\,v on 
ro\,v. They belong to Pennsylvania miners 
of whom there are many. 

But \.vhy, with the miners at \,vork at 
top'notch \,vages do they and their fa'milies 
need to live in hovels? Where does their 
money go? Do the unions and mine ... 
operator~owned facilities get a "big share 
of it? 

Or, are the miners and their families 
contented with their status quo? Are they 
happier in their present habitat? Would 
they enjoy improved living conditions? 

If improvement is to be ma~e, ho\v is it 
to be brought about? 

Is this not a responsibility of the mine 
operators, the unions, the miners them .. 
selves? And, if no progressive move is 
made by these, ought not some \velfare 
agency undertake the task? 

That sight on the mountain rim will 
linger long in our memory - those miners' 
cabins, row on row. 
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THE THORNGATES ARRIVE 
Dozens of ,c;hirs arrive ;lnd ]t';IVC Hi)' 

boken, N. ]., with lc!c,'s d·Ull P"lt.\jn:~ lJ()ti;c 

from the n10st ()f us wJuJ li\".: \\'It]jin 
tv,:en ty,nve miles of the pie... Yd. v.'hen 
friends and loved ones arl~ c:q:cctcJ, tile 
keenest interest is. in evidencc. 

The duckjnp of the Nicu.,)..' Am:!"1cL,n 
,,,,",:. . 

on W edncE"cb y mornln g. June 2)), t()()k ()!} 

added significance not only for c]o'.l' fri('nd~·, 
but for the en ti rc Seven t h 1);1 y B~ pti :.t 
denomination. The Thorn)~;itcs WCH'. h"tcd 
as passengers! The c()rn: r'r)(lndln;.2: .'cere
tary of the. MiE.sionary Socic.ty h;ld ;\11-

nounced carlv that he ;tnJ ;i11othcr rncrIl' 
her of the -Mj.(,~sj()n;lry Board proh;d·d'), 
\\,7 0 u 1 d h con h :I n J t () In C ct the rn . J> 1 ; 11 n -
field friends hq~an early to check the nc,},'!·,
papers for steamshi p Joel·: in i2: ~c,dH:Jukh. 
Phone calls to the Hollanu-Amcriclll Ljncl) 

gave added infurmaticm :Ind ;j~-.'.ur;if)Ct'_ 

Much effort \va=., P\.lt forth t(J ~·ccurc P;I')',C!-' 

for members of the famJly v.'})U mj~~ht 
comc. 

Three of Dr. anu Mrs. CC(lf)!'C. T"})(irn
gatc's sons and a granddaughter - - Bri;n, 
David, Philip, anJ Linda -. reached PlaIn
field Tuesday afternoon in anticipation of 
meeting their parents and granup;ln:nts. 

The morning arrived The: hU;t t doc ked 
at seven instead of eight o'clock. TllcTc 
\,vas' plenty of time, however. C:u"tc)rnk 
had to be crean.:d. Besides, fir.c,t Cbf"\ P;lr)' 

sengcrs disembarkeu firt:,t. At Cj:SS ;l.rn. 
someone cried, Here they cume! \Vood("'n 
fence palings did not deter warm grcctingH. 
Very soon \ve moved to an unfenced area 
of the covered pier where Mrs. Thornt:,a te 
ans\lJered many quc.':tions v.Thile I)r. Thurn
gate and thcir sons took ch;irge of their 
baggage. 

In addition to the members of the jrn

mediate family, Rev. D:iVjd S. C:brkc ;lnJ 
Ben Utter of Westerly, R. I., and ~;,cven 
friends and a nephew of Dr. Thorni:;lte, 
Kirk Clapper, of Plainneld, N. J., VJcn: 
privileged to \velcome the Thorng;ite~. 

Dr. and Mrs. TJ10rng;lte appe;n we]J. 
\Ve hope that they feel as \~cll ;11-': they 
.appear. \Ve rejoice "\vith their loved one!) 
and many friends that they are 1n the 
United States for several months at least. 
We look for\vard to readinf"; more of the 
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China Mission work in the missions section 
of" the Sabbath Recorder and of hearing 
firsthand from our Chinese brothers and 
sisters. 

IIOUR CHURCH 
A,ND THE COMMUNITY11 

The sessions of the Eastern Seventh Day 
Baptist Association were centered about 
the theme, nOur Church and the Com' 
munity. ~~ Meeting with the Plainfield 
Church for its one hundred twelfth annual 
session, June 9,11, 1950, the services on 
Friday evening and all day' Sabb:J.tn \.vere 
held at Plainfield, and at the invitati:Jn of 
the Piscataway Church at New Market, 
the Sunday m?rning session was held there. 

The association opened with an organ 
vesper presented by Howard S. Savage, 
organist of the Plainfield Church. 

Rev. William J. Kimshel, pastor of the 
Pine Street Gospel Chapel, Middletown, 
Conn., conducted the opening devotiona) 
service. With the singing of gospel songs, 
the reading of John 4: 4,26, appropriate 
brief remarks, and prayer by Brother Kim ... 
she!, we were convinced that the _ Holy 
Spirit was present. . 

President Ernest White in his address 
said: nWe are living in a transitional and 
not a traditional period of history. . . . 
The advances of the age have brought 
about many changes.... ··What can \.ve 
better do to meet today ~s challenge r~, in' 
quired the speaker. uThe Church is not 
responsible for the hot or cold \.var or 
for tensions in the management ... labor situa ... 
tion, but the Church did not prevent these 
from happening,H he declared. Mr. White 
then urged that our Churches be alert to 
ne\v ideas and techniques and seek ways 
of sharing ""promising practices. ~~ . 

Rev. E. Wendell ~tephan declared that 
the Christian Church must become the 
mightiest force in the world, as he, weI .. 
corned the delegates. 

In her response to the welcome, Mrs. 
!:'uther S. Davis said that coming to Plain, 
field was like coming home. uHome is a 
place to. which we go with pleasure," she 
remarked, and encouraged us to share the 
hope of a heavenly home. 

The association the!De was developed in 
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three parts, namely: (~) Message; (2) 
-Method; ( 3) Hope. • 

Two sermons emphasized the Message. 
Duane L. Davis, delegate from the Central 
Association, preached Friday evening using 
as the text 1 John 3: 11, ·~For this is the 
message that ye heard from th~ beginning, 
that \.ve should love one another. ~~ Rev. 
Charles H. Bond, pastor 6f the Pa \vcatuck 
Church at Westerly, R. I., gave the Sab, 
bath morning sermon on the subject, .... you 

. Are a Debtor, '~the text being from the 
Apostle Paul~s letter to the Romans 
(1: 14). 

The Method was brought to our atten, 
tion through a panel discussion at the 
afternoon meeting under the leadership of 
Rev. David S. Clarke; and through a tab, 
leau on the evening after the Sabbath, the 
characters of which were portrayed by 
the Shiloh young people under the direc ... 
tion of Rev~ Lester G. Osborn. 

The Hope was given prominent place 
on Sunday morning in the sermon of Rev. 
W. Allen Bond, delegate from the South, 
eastern Association~ who~e subject '\vas: 
uThe Church·s Message of Hope·~ based 
on 1 Peter 1. 

The Sabbath mQrning worship \vas can" 
qucted by Rev. E. Wendell Stephan, pastor 
of the host Church. There were over 230 
people present. The afternoon devotional 
service \.vas. in charge of Rev ~ C. Rex Bur ... 
dick and that of Sabbath. night \.vas can: 
ducted by Rev. Kenneth A. Stickney. 
Sunday morning, special prayer was made 
by many for Maryann Maxson, young 
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Paul L. Maxson, 
who was in the hospital with- virus pneu" 
mo~ia. We rejoice with Brother and Sister 
Maxson that God has blessed them and 
us through-the .... prayers, skills, and care of 
many with Maryann's slow 'yet sure re" 
covery. , 

The congregational singing and special 
music were uplifting. The spiritual success 
of the association was made much more 
certain through worship and 'praise in 
hymn and song. 

People eat and sleep even at meetings 
of an association but not during the res' 
sions, however. Often we tak~ for granted 
the labors of local committees in this re .. 
spect. In addition to providing Sabbath 

.. 
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noon and evening and Sunday noon meals, 
seventy .. three overnight guests were enter' 
tained in the homes of the Plainfield and 
Piscataway Church members. 

Great encouragement came at the busi ... 
ness session Sunday morning with the re' 
ports of the officers and committee chair ... 
men, the reports of delegates to sister 
associations, the reading of letters from 
the Churches of the association, and also 
those from sister associations. 

The Eastern Association will meet with 
the Rockville, R. I., Seventh Day Baptist 
Church in 1951, God willing. 

As we reflect upon the inspiration and 
fellowship in Christ of these brief but 
full days, we are convinced that the Church 
has become the community among quite 
a number of Seventh Day Baptists in the 
Eastern Association. This also is true of 
the other associations across the land. 
There remains the task of making more 
effective the message of Christ - the mes~ 
sage that the Christian Church offers as 
the hope of the world - by \vhatever 
methods the Holy Spirit proposes. Our 
part is that of obedience as He points the 
way. 

FROM THE EDITOR'S MAILBOX 

Editor, the Sabbath Recorder, 
Dear Friend: 

To this family, \vho have tried to remain 
loyal Seventh Day Baptists in a city \vith 
no Church of that denomination, the de .. 
nomination'5 connection with the Federal 
Council has been helpful. Some people 
say, "·There·s no • sech' animal." And \ve 
say, HOh, yes, there is a Seventh Day Bap· 
tist denomination and it is a member of 
the Federal Council of Ghurches." Meet' 
ings sponsored by the council have been 
especially appreciated by us. The fact 
that we work with other denominations is, 
in our hearts, a satisfaction and a source of 
strength. 

In Houston we have a federation of more 
than a hundred garden clubs united to 
make Houston a more beautiful city. Our 
own neighborhood garden club sometimeS 
disagrees with actions of the federation and' 
has disapproved its leadership. but it can 
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ahvays express itself and work for v.that .. 
ever is being done which it f eds js good. 
In the long range purpose of the f edera .. 
tion all agree. We can regret detours in 
reaching the goal and stand by to help 
rectify what we feel to be mistikes. Be~ 
cause the federation represents 50 many 
women and neighborhoods, the city ~~ov" 
ernment respects its requests and Eugf;eR" 
tions. 

I should think denominations could 
similarly co,operatc in promoting the king ... 
dom of God. \Ve want the Seventh Day 
Baptist group to remain in the Federal 
Counci1. 

Sincerely. 
Mrs. James 1. Stillman. 

1510 Barbee, 
Houston 4t Tex., 

June 24, 1950. 

Dear Edj tor Warren: 
Having just read Rev. Le.ster C;. 0 .. " 

born's HDo We \Vant Church tJnl()n?" 
in the June 19th Sa.bbath Recurder, I 
V.l 0 u I d 1 ike tom a k e the f 0 11 0 v,r j n l~ C f) Tn ' 

mcnts. 
Throughout the ages men have handed 

together for the common r~ood. In ancient 
time it \vas for their mutual protection ;Ind 
preservation. Today .men ano nationR arc 
still bandjn~ together for protection or 
aggression. The situation has not c.hanged. 
I ndecd, the life of men and nations in more 
precarious today than it ever \vas. 

- Having seen that there is a type of puwer 
in numbers, it is natural to [;UppOf;,e that 
the same degree of influence could he 
exerted by the union of all Chrj,r.,tian 
Churches. Is not a Church of a th(nJf~,and 
members more influential in a cummunity 
than a Church of tv-./() hundred? 

It is true that the larger the n:i Lion, or 
the larger the Church~ the ~~rcater {he 
\veight it lends to its environment. I-iow' 
ever, we cannot measure the po\vcr of the 
Church by the same standards ~rc usc for 
nations. Nations influence people for the 
good of the nation. Churches should in .. 
fluen,ce people for their own good, and 
for the glory of the Lord. To the end, 
then, that all men may come to knov., ]cf:,u,t;;, 
Christ and Him crucified, oq~aniz.ation jr~ 
a secondary matter. I n fact, the greater 
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the organization, the further from the sin .. 
ner that group becomes. Can an organi .. 
zation save a soul? no! It is only within 
the power of God to H\vash us whiter than 

~ ... snow. _ 

Do we presume that the strength of 
some earthly organization can supplant 
the power of God? Let us look to God, 
and repent of such a thought. 

If our difference is God~s Sabbath, and 
not a mere HLord's day," let us spend our 
time, effort, and money teaching our youth 
and those about us that we think it makes 
a difference in God~s sight. Then this 
distinction \vill become a monument to the 
world; but should we go \vith the, crowd 
\ve \vill become hardly a pebble. 

I am not against co"operation, but I am 
against any and all organiz'ational affilia, 
tions \vith first day groups; we are not 
first day in belief. N either is it possible 
for any organization, irrrespective of size, 
to change the course of this world. Jesus 
Christ, Himself, came to save sinners, not 
the world. John 17: 9; 1 John 5: 19. 

. . . I feel so keenly in accord with 
Rev. ¥r. Osborn, I could not help but add 
my comment on the subject. 

Yours in Christian service, 
Oscar A. Davis. 

1046W. Taylor Street, 
Phoenix, Ariz., 

June 24, 1950. 

The Sabbath Recorder, 
Dear Sir: 

. .. Have appreciated the Recorder 
more each year, especially the recent issues 
where more are telling their views and 
\vhy. 

Shore Road, 
Waterford, Conn. 

The Sabbath Recorder: 

Sincerely, 
Carl R. Maxson. 

Find enclosed check for rene ... val of my 
subscription to the Recorder. As .far back 
as I can remember, it has been In our 
family. 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. Emma R. Jeffrey. 

4376 York Blvd., 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
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THE FEDERAL COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES 

By Rev. Leon M.' Maltby. 

When the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America ,"vas or' 
ganized in September, 1905, Seventh Day 
Baptists had five official representatives 
present who were favorably impressed with 
its motives and program. Our 1906 Year 
Book shows their report and the vote of 
the Conference to' continue connection 
with the federation. Thus we became 
charter members with the double purpose 
of being joined \vith the larger denomina .. 
tions in common purpose and in keeping 
this new federation from fostering Sunday 
legislation. 

Some of our leaders who \vere enthusi, 
astic when the constitution was adopted 
have -long since lost their enthusiasm. No 
one could predict at that time ... vhat the 
net results would be one or two generations 
later. Who could say that the leadership 
:would shift from orthodoxy to liberalism? 
Who could know that some of its agencies 
would veer so far to the left in 30 years 
that the United States Naval Intelligence 
would list the Federal Council as subver .. 
sive, giving Haid and comfort to the Com ... 
munist movement and party,~' and further 
calling it Ha large, radical, pacifist organi .. 
zation - its leadership consisting of a 
small radical group which dictates its poli, 
des "? 

In 1905 liberalism had not yet become 
popular, and Communism was scarcely 
thought of. When the Federal Council 
leadership became and continued to be 
predominantly modernistic, it was inevit, 
able that serious question would arise in 
our: annual Conference as to \vhether or 
not we should remain as members of the 
council. For a generatipn and mor~, honest 
Seventh Day Baptists have differed widely 
in their evaluation of our membership in 
the so .. called Hsuper Church." Of course 
it is not \vholly bad or there \vouldn't be 
so many good people connected \vith it; 
neither is it \vholly good or there \vouldn't 
be so many good people opposed to it .. 
Is it good for us? Can our influence from 
\vithin make the Federal Council better 
or keep it -from taking action detrimental 
to our denomination? Or, on the other 
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hand, does the reputation .. of the Federal 
Council besmirch our skirts to the extent 
that our growth is hindered? Do \",'e knO\J.T 
how many prospective' Seventh Day Bap' 
tists become interested in our cherished 
truth because they read our name on the 
list and how many become interested 
through our local Churches, personal \vork, 
and tracts only to turn the cold shoulder 
when they discover that Wwf; are in the 
Federal Council? It is pretty difficult to 
know. 

Why do \ve remain in the council? One 
reason is the la\v of inertia \vhereby it is 
easier to sit still than to rouse ourselves 
to take action. Let me illustrate. In Sep, 
tember, 1944, my AAA Battalion was 
moving by train from· California to Texas 
on the weekend. It \vas my privilege and 
duty to try to hold religi'ous services on 
Sunday. In order not to offend non,Prot, 
estants I would enter a coach and say, "'In 
15 minutes there will be a Protestant serv' 
ice in the next car. All who \vish to at' 
tend please move into the car ahead." 
Then I would go for\vard and say, "In 
10 minutes there will be a Protestant serv'" 
ice in this car. Those who do not \'vish 
to attend may move back one car." It 
took a good share of the day to cover 
that \vhole train \vith seven services. I 
need not tell you that very few men 
moved either forv"rard to' hear the service ' 
or backward to avoid hearing it. We have 
a right to expect more interest than that 
among Seventh Day Baptists, but some' 
times I \vonder how many of us have \,vell, 
thought, out convictions for or against re' 
maining in the Federal Council. The la \,v 
of inertia preserves the status quo. 

It may be remarked that the' Federal 
Council in 45 years of existence has ,-von 
very fe\v ne ... v members. The Southern 
Baptists (second or third largest denomi, 
nation in America) have consistently re' 
fused to join. Some denominations have 
\vithdra ... vn. The great Northern Baptist 
Convention remains in the council but has 
suffered major splits and the formation 
of innumerable independent Churches 
largely on account of the cxtrenlC lihcral' 
ism in Federal Council leadership. Other 
denominations have had similar unpleasant 
'expenences. Within recent years t\,vO 
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strong interdenomjnatj()nal oq~aniZ;djonr; 
have sprung up to challcn~~c the cblrn of 
Federal Council leadcr.c th:: t the «tunci1 
represents the un i ted voice uf Proter~t;1 nt' 
ism in America. The National A!';,,<:,c)Clation 
of EvangelicaLs had rcprcf,("nt;itiver; of (~() 
denominations at its constitutional conven' 
tion in 1943 (more than twice ;t.", many ;J!.., 

are in the Federal Council). Their aim if; 

to give voice to the evan}~elic;d people ;\nJ 
Churches who do not feel that the FederaT 
Council can rightly spc;ik for them. The 
American Council lf, a vcry VOCl f erc mr. 
opponent of the Federal (:.rHlnci1. ()nc 
inevitah1c result of all the movementr" men' 
tioned in this paragraph lS that ()rthod()x~ 
evangelical men have hecome and v.,till con' 
tinue to become a smaller and f-,maller mi, 
nority in the Federal Council. 

Seventh Day BaptiE.tF mUft ultim;dely 
fa c e the a bo v c fa c t,t;. . \V emu r, t (;1 C e the 
fact also th at historica.lly v,le ;i re f( )\..lr'! oed 
'upon a closer adherence to the jn!~pjrcd 
Word of God than is evidenced hy the 
leaders in other denominations who h;lve 
held positions of leaderEhip in th(~ Fedcr;d 
Counci1. (Scores of these le;~Jcr~·, arc 
memhers of Communist front Orf!;ani1~a tiorH 
so listed hy Attorney General Torn Clark 
and the Congresslonal Committee (In lJn' 
American, Activities.) Perhaps VJC necJ 
not \vorry too much ahout that, for VJC 

can expect the Federal Cc)uncil to f ol1ov; 
the trend of the times. When the la hor 
unions, the universities (and the State Dc' 
partmcnt) are purging pro,C,ommunj,<.,ts. 
Church nlcn of the CommuniEt .stamr may 
not achieve the most prominent pCJ!:,iti()l)r;. 
In our denomination then.: j.s a ,c:,tron~~ trend 
;l\vay from the Bjhle,Jcnyjnf~ 1iher;dif~m 
that afflicted mo.c;t dcnom in;i tions a. f C\I,' 

years ago. \\1 e helieve tha t trcnJ v,rill 
grov..'. 

Our General Confercnce will withdr ... ""· 
from the Federal Cuuncil (lr ic<', Ml«'c[<,,~,()r 

in due time. \\lc mab: thi;.., as cunfidcntly 
as a Drc\J..' Pearson prcdicti()n. A m;tjorit y 
of our in tel] i gen t, v;c11' in f ormeJ people 
will demand- it. \V c wll] never ;tll he (A 
exa.ctly the same opini()11 hl'c:n.Jhc we Jo. 
not have a]J the [acts and do not see ;111 
tha.t we h;t ve in the !<lrn e J j gh t. Bll t ;! 

majority of those \vho h)vl' the Word and 
the S;-!hhath truth it c()ntajn~ \vil1 s.oon he 
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AN OFFICIAL· STATEMENT 
by the Executive CommiHee 

of the Federal .Council 
(Unanimously Adopted on January 17, 1950.) 

We, the official representatives of the 
t·wenty .. seven member .. denominations in 
the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America, make this statement of 
fact concerning recent misrepresentations 
of the council. 

The Federal Council is the instrument 
through which the denominations them .. 
selves \vork together in matters of common 
concern, and is not an independent body. 
An attack upon the council, accordingly, is 
essentially an attack not upon a separate 
organization but upon the denominations 
which comprise it and Without which it 
would have no existence. 

Current misrepresentations picture the 
Federal Council as concerned only with 
issues that are the subject of debate in the 
economic and political world. The fact is, 
ho\vever, that for decades the council has 
been the agency for co'ordinating the evan" 
gelistic work of the member--denomina .. 
tions and giving united leadership in such 
basic spiritual areas as the devotional life, 
Christian family life, pastoral counseling, 
the relation of religion and health, re" 
ligious broadcasting, and the development 
of inter .. Church co .. operation in local com'" 
munities. Like its· cQnstituent denomina .. 
tions, the council is also deeply concerned. 
with the relationships of men to one an" 
other in the economic, industrial, inter .. 
racial~ and international realms. It can'" 
not be otherwise if it is to bear witness 
to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savi9ur of 
the whole of man's life. 

Current misrepresentations of the Fed .. 
eral Council also picture it as standing for 
State Socialism and as tending toward 
Communism. These insinuations are false. 

convinced that we should wi~dra w. That 
will not 'be this year or next but it is 
sure to come. . When it comes, some will 
be disappointed, but in our opinion, the 
cause we represent as Seventh Day Bap .. 
tists ~11 begin to show greater advance .. 
menta 
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The council has had a continuous concern 
for social. welfare prompted by the Chris .. 
tian conscience. It has cha~pioned human 
freedom in every realm - the political and 
the economic as well as the religious -' as 
over against any regimented organization 
of ,society or government. I t has never 
advocated the ownership of the means of 
production and distribution by the State. 
Working within the. pattern of a free 
American economy, the council seeks to 
correct conditions which would militate 
against the well .. bemg of all and justice 
for all. 

The council has explicitly and vigorously 
repudiated Communism as .... atheistic in its 
conception of ultimate reality," .... mate ... 
rialistic in its view of man and rus destiny," 
and ·as Hc1early opposed to Christianity.H 
It has also condemned the revolutionary 
strategy of Communism as :involving ""the 
disregard of tp.e sacredness' of personality 
which is fundamental in Christianity:' 

The misrepresentations of the Federal 
Council include gravely and inexcusably 
erroneous statements at specific points 

.. which could have been easily verified. It 
is alleged, for example, that the Social 
Idea).s of the Churches, as published in 
1932, demand Hsocialized medicine." This 

. is untrue. What they advocated was 
simply U,social insurance against sickness, 
accident, want in old age, and unemploy ... 
mente ", Insurance against the last three of 
these four hazards is. today accepted by 
society without question. Some form of 
public insurance against the hazard· of ill .. 
ness, which is all that the Federal Council 
has proposed, is no more .... socialistic'" or 
""communistic" than the well .. established 
insurance against the other hazard.c;. 

In the misrepresentations of the Federal 
Council there are also unfair charges 
against certain individuals who are alleged 
to determine its· policies. These charges 
depend on such dishonest devices as dis'" 
torting the meaning of quotations by 
wresting them from their·' context or con ... 
demning merely on the basis of incidental 
or occasional association' with others in 
the past. Moreover, any citing of the 
expressions of a few individuals, even if· 
they were fairly presented, is an unjusti .. 
fied- artifice since no individuals except the 
large group officially designated by the 

I , 

• 
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member .. denominations decide its policies. 
These representatives are men and women' 
of wide experience, not dupes to be led 
or misled by an Hinner circle." 

The Federal Council~ by reason of its 
being a real federation, contains within 
itself a representative cross section of 
twenty,seven denominations and therefore 
includes Christian men and women \vho as 
citizens hold different views on public ques .. 
tions. Through a thoroughly democratic 
process, the council develops its program 

'. and policies on the basis of such unity as 
,is found in a common commitment to 
Christ and a common effort to make His 
gospel effective in the life of the world. 
The council has no Hism" to defend; it 
does have a central loyalty to Christ. It 
has no politics; it does have a faith. In 
that loyalty and t'hat faith it seeY..s first 
the kingdom of God and His righteousness . 

NATIONAL COUNCIL 
'OF CHURCHES 

By Courtland V. Davis 

Seventh Day Baptists have been allotted 
six representatives in the forthcoming Con .. 
stituting Convention of the proposed Na .. 
tional Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A. The constitutional pro .. 
visions for denominational representation 
include the following paragraph: 

"'"All representatives of a communion 
shall be elected by that communion in such 
manner as it shall determine. Of the total 
number of representatives at least one half 
shall be nominated by the boards and agen" 
cies of that communion co'operating in 
the work of the divisions of the council, 
on such basis as the communion shall de' 
termine, having regard to the interests of 
the several age groups and the various 
functions of the council.'" 

It will be noted that, while representa" 
tion is provided for boards and agencies, 
election is by the u.communion" as a whole 
on such basis as it shall determine. 

Under the constitution, Seventh Day 
Baptists will have one member on the 
Executive Committee of the National 
Council. 

Seventh Day Baptist representation' ,will 
undoubtedly be arranged for also in each 
of the divisions, joint departments, and 
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commissions \vhich arc to be a part of the 
National Council organiz.ation. \Vhat that 
representation will be can only be esti, 
mated at thi.s time as the proposed con" 
stitution provides that each divif,lon,jolnt 
department, and commission "may draw 
additional members from the memhers anJ 
staff of its corresponding Church a~r,encies." 

A recent release of the Planning C'::om, 
mittee for the National Council inc1uJes 
this paragrapp: 

HLet it be clearly understood that the 
proposed National Council of Churchcs lS 
not seeking to achieve any form of or~~an1c 
union between sovereign dcnominations. 
This is not a proposal for the mcr~cr of 
denominations hut for the me,q~er of exi5t
ing interdenominational agencies, each of 
v.rhich is prc~dicatcd on the existence of 
separate denominations. The National 
Council of Churches proposcs channels of 
co'operation, not organic union, as far 
as denominations are concerned. HOVJ" 

ever, it does propose the- actual mcrf~er of 
national interdenominational af~encics. It 
is recognized that \.lJC arc divided denom}' 
nationally but there is no re;tson \.vhy V.'e 
need to be divided intcrdenomlnationally! 
With complcte mutual respect for differ, 
ences in the field of Faith and ()rder. it 
behooves us to develop the most efficient 
channels possihle for co'operatlon in the 
field of Christian Life and Work. ,\ 

.. 

LEWIS CAMP 

Ashaway, R. I.. 

July 1 8-27 t 1950 

Ages 12-18 

HELP WANTED 
We have a good. position open for 
a young woman with knowledge 

<:. 

of shorthand and typing to toke 
over our "denominational dc!.k." 

If interested, writo 

L. H. NORTH, Mgr. 

Box 868 Plainfield, N. J. 
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BAPTISM 
By Brother A. Hennig 

(Sermon preached .at the Seventh Day Baptist 
Conference in Hamburg, Germany,· 

October 9, 1949.) 
The baptiSm is foretold in the Old Testa
ment. 1 Peter 3: 18-21. 

This SEripture raises a question con" 
cerning Noah "s faith in its relation to 
baptism which was to be revealed. At first 
we will have to put the question of the 
relation of worth between water and faith 
in the care of the way of salvation. Noah "s 
contemporaries are described to us in verse 
20. They had heard of the menacing dan .. ' 
ger but they did not attend God"s warning. 
Matthew 24: 39. Noah and his family 
only did so in faith. Their deliverance 
was exclusively God"s mercy. However, 
it required the faith of Noah and his 
family, the personal working and entering 
the ark. The means of their salvation was 
not the water but the ark only. The water 
merely carried the ark. Round about was 
water enough, but no possibility of salva .. 
tioo since the ark was missing. Moses was 
saved by a minor ark, too. 

The gospel will show us the rea1 ark 
to be Chrisfs Cross, saving us from de' 
struction of the flood of sin. . The crucified 
Christ, speaking on the cross, said, ··It is 
finished."" No other name is given to us 
for salvation than the name of Jesus Christ. 
Acts 4: 12. -,f 

1 Peter 3: 21 will lead us back to verse 18: 
HFor Clirist also hath once suffered for 
sins. .... There we are shown the only 
reason for our salvation. To that is tied 
the condition of the blessing of baptism: 
of the desire following the faith of ·"a 
good conscience toward God." In Jesus 
Christ's command of baptism we read: 
.... But he that believeth not shall be 
damned"" - even if he is baptized. Water 
without faith means. damnation only. 
There is no true salvation through baptism 
without the Spirit of God - active faith .. 
··For whatsoever is not of faith is sin."" 
Romans 14: 23. 

According to 1 Peter 3: 21, the effect 
of the blessing of baptism. will not be a 
moral purifying bath but _ the answer of 
a good conscience toward God,~stablished 

. by the blood of Jesus Christ by virtue 
of His resurrection. 
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Reg'arding the Biblical doctrine about 
baptism, above all the principle that Christ 
has established, as set forth in John 6: 63, 
must not be overlooked: uThe words that 
I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they 
are life" after having said. in. verse 53, 
uExcept ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, 
and drink his blood, ye have no life in 
you. ", This "hard"" saying was not hard 
at all if His hearers would have referred 
to verse 63, .... the words ... are spirit, and 
they are life. H That is a decisive, trench, 
ant relinquishment of Jesus Christ to all 
mechan:ic,magic effect af sacrament. This 
is valid for the baptism, too. 
The essential, spiritual experience of hap
ti~m - the baptism of Christ into death. 
Romans 6: 3-8. 

For understanding this text we will read 
Matthew 20: 22, 23 and Luke 12: 50. 
The baptism Christ is speaking of here is 
His suffering and dying, His death on the 
cross. So this passage is leading us from 
the court into the sanctuary of baptism. 
Before the baptism of the gospel could 
have been done the veil of His flesh had 
to be torn, Hebrews 1 0: 20. Before Christ "s 
death baptism is without essential can' 
tents, and before Whitstintide it shall not 
step into force, for the Spirit of God 
glorifying Christ in men ~s -hearts may ren' 
der alive the essence of baptism. 

The' baptism of the gospel may not be 
separated from Christ"s baptisq1 into death. 
In this only baptism assumes its characteri, 
zation as a sign of seal and confession. 
Where belief in Christ has not preceded 
it, baptism will be entirely worthless. 
Christ"s baptism leads us firstly into Christ"s 
death.' We are shown this distinctly by 
the verses Romans 6: 3,8: u ••• were bap, 
tized into his death" (v. 3), ..... . . planted 
together in the likeness of his death'" 
(v. 5), ••. . . our old man is crucified with 
him" (v. 6), ........ if we be dead with 
Christ" (v. 8). . . . 

The question is . about a spirituar pro' 
ceeding, an inner proceeding. Without 
this baptism of Christ there will not be 
any living. The sinner must be lookJng 
only at the finished work of Golgotha and 
at the justice give_n to him. Romans 1: 17. 
The Cross does not only say one has died 
for aU, but we are . to die with Him . 
This is the narrow gate of dying through 

• 
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which the Christians ha veto go. Many 
a man is faithful to his opinion and rightly 
baptized, yet is not baptized for he leads 
as before an open or concealed life of ego" 
ism. Ho\v can one assert, as men some' 
times do, that the water baptism is the 
new birth? 

A life crucified with Christ qnly~. can 
be born again of the Spirit. John 3: 6 
says, u,That which is born of the flesh is 
fl.esh." The old man is not able of repair, 
cannot be ennobled, he must enter into 
the death of Christ"s baptism, or into the 
eternal death. He that bends round or 
facilitates this condition alters the gospel. 
·The Cross will remain the alpha and omega 
of our faith.; on the platform of the vic, 
tory of Golgotha there \vill be a life of 
victory, too. Romans 8: 1. 

What ~oes the Holy Scripture understand 
under the "bath (washing) of regenera
tion"? Titus 3: 5. 

This text does not refer to water bap' 
tism. At first the question is about justice 
effected by faith: Bath of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost. Here 
the question is about the regeneration 
(aIling together with being filled \vith the 
Holy Ghost. In the German translations 
this will be distinctly ~vident by the gram' 
matical endings. Also in the English trans' 
lation you can see in verse 6 there the 
water is not spoken of, but there the Holy 
Ghost is spoken of. 

The baptism spoken of is not to be 
understood as the ~~Bath of the New Birth." 

When Jesus is speaking as recorded in 
John 3: 5, UVerily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born of '\vater and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God,"" Ephesians 5: 26 will give us the 
explanation: ·"That he might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of ,\vater by 
the word." The Word of God I possesses 
a cleansing po\ver. Therefore, Jesus says, 
John 15: 3, "Now ye are clean through 
the word which I have spoken unto you." 
By the word of truth God has begotten us 
and has made of us new creatures. See 
James 1: 18. 

Then we are justified before God and 
may step to baptism with a good con' 
SCIence as a symbol that we have died 

(Continued on page 28) 
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OPEN LETTER 
To Each Pastor of a Church in the lJ .S.A.: 

Religion in the life of Arnericanr; (Hlf!,ht 
to be of particular interest to everv C:hri,,· 
tian leader. At a time when all re'lif~jon 15 
being challenged both at horne and a.hroad, 
by secularism and Communism, it f!ive5 
one hope to kno"w that during Novemher, 
1950, there is to be another national em
phasis througl1 mass communication meJia, 
including radio, televi.sion, outdoor posten,. I 

and the press. 
Again this natlon-\l/ide, simuitanecHlf; em' 

phasis will be knovJn as Religion in An1cri. 
can Life. 

Once again - and this is the bj~~ ncv.'f~ 
- The Adverti5in~ Council jf~ givinr:. itL 

full support, v/hich makes availahle ;111 

open channel to all form[-" of m;j,L"r..; cum' 
munication. 

Now that this important emphasis haL 
such wide backing from national ;igencieE, 
it is essential to have the vcry het:.t l;ino 
of co .. operation in every village, tuv"!n, and 
city throughout the nation. 

Here is where you can help the most: 

November is a good time to hold Y{Jur 
own Every Member Canvass, u~lng the 
over,all national program for the: irHpira
tional basis. 

If, for some reason, your Church is nut 
co,operating in the United C:hurch C~an' 
vass, it is still possible to co,oper;i tc. hy 
having a go,to,Church emphasis or a mem, 
bership drive during November. 

The important thing is to tic your 
Church, and your community, into the 
Religion in Am~r;ican Life campaign. 

) According to The Advertising C,ouncil 
. "'the aim of the campaig-n is to t~ct pcorlc 

to attend Church. It is up to the parstor 
to carryon from that point .--.- \vithin the 
Church. Here indeed is a great oppor
tunity and we hope you "}Jill he ahle to 
take full advantage of it. 

For further information VJrltc: Reli}2:iun 
in American Life, 214 East 21st Slrect~ 
New York 10, N. Y. 

-
Seventh Day Baptist General Conference 
~ w. VA.. AUGUST 22·27, 1950 

....... .J. 

I 
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WOMEN'S BOARD MEETING" 
'" 

The Board of Directors of the Women"s 
Society of the Seventh Day ,Baptist Gen" 
eralConference- met· at the. home of .-Mrs. 
J. L." Skaggs. on June fo, 1950, with the 
following members present: Mrs. J. L. 
Skaggs, Mrs. L. F. Hurl~y, Mrs. Ottis 
Swiger, Mrs. Orla Davis, Mrs. G. H. 
Trainer, Mrs. A. G. T. Brissey, Mrs. Okey 
Davis, Mrs. Rex Zwiebel, Miss Lotta Bond, 
Miss Alta Van Horn, and Miss Greta P. 
Randolph; visitor: Miss Eva Lee Cole. 

A meditation from the June "'Church 
Women "" was used for the devotions. The 
Scripture read was Proverbs 2 9: 18. 

Mrs. Swiger gave the treasurer"s re' 
port showing the following balanc~: Gen .. 
era! Fund, $325.88, Evangelistic Fund, 
$1,101.24. 

A letter was ,read from Courtland Davis 
concerning a communication from a com" 
mission of the World Council of Churches 
to Study the Life and Work of Women 
in the Church. 

Miss Eva Lee Cole was unanimously 
. elected a new member of the board. 

The following recOdllniendations of the 
. Christian Culture Committee,. presented 
by Miss Van Horn, were accepted:' That 
the board have 1,000 small blotters with a 
cut and the Bible verse, Malachi 3: 10,' pre ... 
pared for distribution at Conference; that 
a statement of the' purpose of the board 
be printed on a placard, and displayed 
with the board"s exhibit at Conference; 
that $50 be. allowed for the preparation 
of 1,000 of each. of three views of the 
college and 500 of one view of the <Church; 
and that the board sponsor the project of 
selling these views at". Conference, all 
prouts to be turned over to the Women's 
Board; that'inquiry be made as to the cost 
of 500 leaflets, .... My Economic Tempera ... 
ture Chart." 

Mrs. Brissey presented the following 
recommendations for the Peace and W orId 
Order Committee, which wer.e ,accepted: 
That the Women"s Bo~d of the Seventh 
Day Baptist General Conference be placed 
on the mailing list of t~e Motion Picture 
Association for the free services offered 

'including the bulletin called .... The Joint 
Estimates"" of the current motion pictures; 
that a quantity of the bulletin IotoScreened 
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for -Survival," issued. by the Ci~ens" Com ... 
mittee for Displaced .Persons, be secured 
for distribution at Conference; that a 
"'Guide to Legislative Action"" be secured 
for distribution at Conference. 

The report of the Ways and Means 
Committee was read by Miss Greta F. Ran ... 
doh~h and accepted as follows: ~ 

j( letter from Dr. Corliss F. Randolph 
reported that the material on .... Women "s 
Activities - Seventh Day Baptist Denomi ... 
nation ", . had been received and was satis ... 
factory. Since Miss Marion Burdi,ck is 
free after July 15' to help in Christian 
work, we recommend that she be sent to 
Florida for 3 or· 4 weeks. to work in the 
V ~cation Bible Schools with, Rev. Eliza ... 
beth F. Randolph. The expense to the 
board would be $15 a week and travel 
expense, about $50 .. 

We recommend that the insurance for 
the trailer be obtained in Florida at a cost 
of $38.50. \. _ 

We recom~end that Mrs. J. L. Skaggs 
be sent to the Biannual Assembly of the 
United Council of Church Women in No .. 
vember at Cincinnati and that the regis'" 
tration fee for another person be paid. 

We agree to co ... operate with the gospel 
team to be -sent to Woodville, Ala. 

It was voted that the bill for .. $15 for the 
tract, .... My First Lesson in Forgiveness,"" 
and the bill for $5.95 for the June News 
Le·tter . be paid. 

Adjourned to meet the second Sunday 
in July at 2 p.m. at the home of Mrs. 
Swiger. .. 

Mrs. James L. Skaggs, 
President, 

Greta F. Randolph, 
Secretary. 

(Continued from page 27) 

with Christ, as a seal of our faith, as a 
confession of our faith in front of God 
and men. Superstition only will add to 
the water of baptism invisible magic forces 
of resurrection. He . that neglects baptism 
innocently will not be' lost. But he that 
disdains baptism will offend the Holy 
,Gho'st. 

If the b~ueprint is right, the bridge will 
take the traffic. - Clipsheet. 

1 

I 
I 

THE SABBATH RECORDER 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
The executive secretary of' the Board of 

Christian Education, Rev. Ronald 1. Har .. 
gis, was married to Miss B~rbara Kinney, 
at Elgin, Neb=1 the bride~s home, on July 7. 

~ 
I f . . 

Rev. Ronald I. Hargis 

. , 
I 
i 

1 
1 

"I 

Mr. and Mrs. Hargis \vere graduated this 
spring from the Hartford School of Re .. 
ligiolls Education '\vith master's degrees in 
Religious Education. They plan to live in 
the parsonage at Hebron, which address is 
R. D. 2, Coudersport, Pa. 

LEARN AND SHARE 
How We Learn -

We learn by doing. 
We develop skills and techniques of 

teaching and working together. 
We use materials and resources at hand, 

but develop and adapt them to our 
needs. • 

We broaden our horizons to include: 
new ideas, 
new ways of doing things, 
new appreciation of all people and 

their worth. 
We are a fellowship of learners. 

What We Learn -
We develop ideas adequate to meet the 

needs of our own life and times; 
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Broad enough to embrace greater truths 
as they are made known; , 

Strong enough to withstand the false 
and the temporary; 

Deep enough to challenge the bct::t in 
our children, youth, and adults. 

We are a fellowship of ~carnc.n .. 

We Share in Learning -

As parents - seeking to help our chi}, 
dren grow into creative adults; 

As te"achers - eager to find nev; 'Nays 
of guiding others; 

As children - questioning and wonder, . 
ing about the great story of our uni, 
verse and its people. 

We are a fello'l}Jshi p of learnerB. 

Used with permission. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
NEWS NOTES 

By Rev. Ronald 1. Harr~is 
Executive Secretary, Seventh Day BaptiH 

Board of Chrif>tian Education 

• The Board of Christian Education \'Jould 
, appreciate it jf those conducting Vacation 
Church Schools would send in information 
on the following points at the close of the 
school: (a) number of chjldren~ (b) pro .. 
gram; (c) texts used; (d) lcadcrs,hip f,C~ 
cured. 
• Pre,Conference' Retreat, AUf~ut;t 17,21. 
A worth~\.vhile program is hejnf~ planned. 
Young people, if you are corning to C'Aln' 
ference, don't miss the Pre~Con f erence 
Retreat. 

• Sabbath school teachers, parents. super .. 
intendents. don't forget the Church School 
Training Workshop every afternoon dur .. 
ing the General Conference. Keep posted 
and 'plan to attend. .. 
• Religious Drama Workshop, C;rccn 
Lake, Wis., August 7,18. 

• World Convention on Christian Edu' 
cation, Toronto. Can., August 10 .. 16. 

• International Workshop in Audio,Vis, 
ual Education, Green Lake, Wis., August 
28 ' September 2. 
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Our Children's . Letter Exchange 
Dear Mrs. Greene: 

I have a pet puppy named Ginger. I 
am six' years old. We like to go to the 
Riverside Church. 

Riverside, Calif. 

Dear Melvin: 

Your friend, 
Melvin Naphaker. 

It was good to receive your letter and 
also to get so .many children~s letters this 
week. 

Dogs are nice to have but rm thinking 
we have rather too many of them in An, 
dover. Someone counted them several 
years ago and they numbered 277. Judg, 
ing by the number of dogs I see running 
through our yard almost every day there 
must be many more now. One of our 
neighbors has a. black and white puppy, 
named Pepper. When he runs away, they 
punish him by tying him up, and how he 
does bark! 

Yours in Christian love, 
Mizpah S. Greene. 

Dear Mrs. Greene: 
My name is Dale Chapman. My mother 

is Bernice Brewer Chapman; maybe you 
know her. I a.m four years old and have 
a baby sister. I have a puppy named 
Trigger. 

Riverside, Calif. 

Dear Dale: 

Your friend, 
Dale Chapman. 

The 'name Bernice Brewer seems very 
familiar ,to rile so I think I must have 
known your mother when she was a little 
girl; or' perhaps she. was once one of my 
Recorder children. I hope you will tell 
me when you write again, which I hope 
will be soon. . 

You mu~t love that babi sister of you~s. 
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granddaughter, Joyce, has a cute puPPY 
which she has named Cheko. 

Your Christian friend, 
M~pah S. Greene. 

Dear Mrs. Greene: 
I enjoy reading the letters on the Chil, 

dren's Page in the Sabbath Recorder, so 
I thought I would write. 

I am seven years old and I will. be in 
second grade next year. I go to Sabbath 
school and like it. I take piano lessons 

. , and my teacher's name is Mrs. Robert 
Gaines. I like her very much. Our cat 
named Snooty had five kittens. We gave 
Mrs. Gaines two and she is enjoying them. 

I have a brother thirteen years old 
named David, and a sister, twelve. whose 
name is Roselyn. She takes piano lessons 
also and plays some on the electric organ 
at the Church. 

I go to Christian Endeavor Sabbath 
afternoons. Mother is one of the teachers_ 

Your new 'friend, 
Donna Jeanne Reierson. 

Albion, Wis. 

Dear Donna Jeanne: 
I t does my heart good to have a new 

Recorder friend. I do hope you will write 
often. Usually I promise you I will not 
make my answers too short, but I have so 
many letters this week that I'll have to do 
just that. 

As you speak of your kitty, Snooty, it 
makes me think of a story I heard the other 
day about a little girl named Grace. She 
was given a kitty which she. named Baby 
Alice because her big sister"s name .was 
Alice. But one night their house caught 
fire and the kitty, howled so loudly that 
she woke everybody up, and the fire was 
soon put out. So Baby Alice probably 
saved the lives of the family. The next 
day when Grace came home froni'Sabbath 
school where she heard how J estis saved 
many lives, she said, urm going to change 
my kitty's name to Jesus because she saved 
our lives. n -

Yours in Christian love, 
Mizpah S. Greene. 

; ,-
Dear Mrs. Greene: 

I love babIes, too. A baoy boy sleeps m 
my guest roo!ll with his mother and father 
every night, ~nd we all love him. This 
m'orning' he thre~ his empty milk bottle 
out·of the crib and I awoke with a -jump 
just as the clock struck six. He .made a
prJetty good alarm clock, don "t you think? 

Trigger is a'fine name for a puppy. My. 

We are. happy to live in Riverside and 
go to Church and Sabbath school every 
week. I have hardly missed going since 

" 

.' 
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CH.URCH NEWS 
. MARLBORO, N. J. - The year 1950 
started with Jonathan Davis as moderator, 
Mrs. Ruth Cruzan, clerk, Miss Carolyn 
Davis, treasurer, Mrs. Robert Gibe, pianist, 
and Mrs. Edward Lawrence, junior super' 
intendent. Miss Jean Davis is leader of 
a group of children, ages four through 
seven. Bible stories are told and hand, 
work is done. 

The Helping Hand Class gave S271.36 
to the Church to be used in the improve' 
ment fund. The' money \vas raised by 
individual projects. 

A beautiful Easter service entitled "The 
Risen King" \vas under the direction of 
Mrs. Joseph DuBois, choir leader. The 
flowers used for decoration \vere African 
violets, azaleas, and geraniums. 

Miss Florence Harris has maqe the 
Church look beautiful especially at Christ, 
mas, Easter, and Children's Day with ever .. 
green and flower arrangements. 

The· prayer meeting theme has been 
.... God .. s Plan of the Ages.'" Prayer meet' 
ing is being held at the Church again; it 
was held at the homes during' winter 
months. 

Leadership Training in Evangelism was 
a course of study attended by 'members of 
the Churches of the West district.· The 
Marlboro Church averaged second .place 
in attendance. 

Christian Family Day was May 13. It 
was a seryice honoring mothers, and the 
dedication of babies. The parents of the 
babies were: Mr. and Mrs. David Shep .. 
pard, pa~ents of twin boys; Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Peterson; Mr. and Mrs. Ed, 
ward Law.x:ence; Mrs. John Zlobik; Mr. 
and Mrs. Rollo Davis; and Mr. and Mrs. 

we moved here. I am five years old and 
go to kinderg,arten. My kitten's name is 
Lucky. I like to sing and to learn the 
Beatitudes. 

Dear Nancy: 

Your friend, 
Nancy Withrow. 

I enjoyed your letter but I must wait 
to answer it until next week, for I am at 
the end of my page. 11-

Your Christian friend, 
Mizpah S. Greene. 

I) 
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Frank Cruzan. A rosehud .,.-r.r;u; presented 
to each child . 

Sermonettes for the children by our 
pastor arc looked for\vard tl) each week 
by children as \vell as adults. 

• 
A valentine hox social W;l,r:; beld in the 

Church basement hy the youn~ people's 
Sabbath school class. 

The joint Com'munlon service \vith the 
Shiloh Church ;it Marlhor(), Apri} 22, VJ:J.S 

a very impressive service \J/ith Rev. Lt:.ktc:r 
C. Osborn delivering the serm()n . 

Our pastor was supervisor :tnd t.au~ht 
the seventh and eighth gr:HJcs in rdj(~i()us 
education at the StOVJ Creek School. Other 
teachers from our school \vert.: Mrs. Lavinia 
Ayars, Mrs. Mary Le'Nis, and Mrs. Cleora 
Campbel1. Pastor Burdick a1.so attended 
the Minjste~s' Conference ;\1. Indi;,n TraiJ.r·; 
Camp near Milton, Wis., May IS-IR, l<)SO. 

Electric \viring in the Church h;L'; hcen 
renova.ted costing $310. 

On May 20, the 4-H Clubs of StOVJ 

Creek \vere our f~uests a t the v.!Orsh i p 
service under the leadership of Joseph 
DuBois and Mrs. Herbert Dayton. The 
4,H pledge \'Jas recited in concert. Rev. 
Roland Miller, our guest spea k cr, sp()k(~ 
on the creed. 

The Llldies' Aid Society huld mect.jnf~G 
regularly, and arc supporting the r:hllrch 
in their usual generous \lJay. A ha kc ,c,;dc 
'\'JJas held rccen tly at the hom c: of M rHo 
Jonathan Davis by the third section. 

Chi1dren's Day v..'as observed under the 
supervision of the superintendent of the 
primary ... department, Mrs. Mary Lewis. A 
fine program W;1S given by the children 
under the leadership of the teachers who 
are Mrs. Letha Gibe, Mrs. Alincb. Davis, 
Misses Florence Harris and Katherine La. w' 
encc. 

Several from our conf.~regation attenJcJ 
the Eastern Association at Plainfield, June 
9,11, 1950. 

A fellowship supper wa5 held In the 
Church basement in charge of the y()unf~ 
peoplc's class. Ma.ny enjoyed the o.;::caslon. 
A bond of feIlo\vship and tics of friend, 
ship are really felt among young and old. 
Strawberry shortcake, salads, relishes, iced 
tea, and ice cream were served. -. Ella T. 
Dolbow, Correspondent. 



NEWS IN THE WORLD OF RELIGION 
. By W. W. Reid 

- The Moravian Church of Great Britain has 
just joi~ed the World Council of Churches, 
bringing the total of member Churches -
Anglican, Orthodox" and Protestant - up' to 
156 in 44 countries. 

o 

The Committee for African Students in North 
America, in which missions (Roman Catholic 
and Protestant), Africans, philanthropy, educa
tion, and other interests are represented, is 
wo~king toward better arrangements for African 
students in North America. There are more than 
four hundred in the country now. A study of 
their situation has been made lJy a, State Depart
ment o1iicial and a British Colonial Office repre
sentative. CASNA and the Institute of Inter
national Education are DOW seeking to finance 
three years'. full services by the institute to 
,present and future African students in this 
continent. "These men. and· WOUlen will' be 
among the future leaders of Attica in the': most 
testing years of its experience," says'Dr. Emory 
l{oss, African specialist of the Foreign. Missions 
Conference. 

Writing from Chungking, wartime capital of 
China. Rev. F. Olin Stockwell. missionary from 
Perry. Okla., says: "We are living in difficult 
times. The American government has tried 
to retain the friendship of the Chinese govern .. 
ment. . •. The one remaining· link that is 
based upon a'n unselfish, honest 4esire to help 
the people of China is the Christian Church. 
Our success or failure does not depend upon 
political events, for we are not dependent, ·upon 
the government. Our success or failure dep~nds 
upon you .and upon me, upo'n whether we are 
willing to continue to give and pray that all 
of us of every color and nationality may be knit 
together in one world brotherhood that super' 
sedes political and economic differences. Our 
faith is that ·in Chrise we are one. Certainly 
this is not the time to deny that faith.'· 

PRE-CONFERENCE RETREAT 

Camp Caesar"W. Va •. 

August 17-20, 1950 

• 
CAMP HOLSTON 

BaHle Creek, Mich. 
1950 

Intermediates - July, ~3-3~ 
Juniors - July 31 - Auaust 2 

-• 
CONFERENCE WELCOME ADDRESS 

President Lloyd D. Seager announces 
that General Conference at Salem, W. Va., 
will open at- 10 a.m., EST, Tuesday, Au' 
gus.t 22, 1950. Rev. Loyal F. Hurley, 
pastor of the Salem Seventh Day Baptist 
Church, will give the addr~s of welcome. 

• 
QUARTERLY MEETING 

The Southern Wisconsin and Chicago 
. Quarterly Meeting sessions will be held 
with the Walworth, Wis., Church July 
14,15, 1950. 

Mrs. Lillian Campbell. 
Milton, Wis. 

RECORDER WANT ADVERnSEMENTS 
. For ·Sale. Help Wanted. and adyertisements of a like 
nature. will be run in this column at ten cents per line 
for' each insertion. minimum chuge ~Oc~ 

Cash must accompany eac:h advertisement. 

FOR LEASE, OR SALE: Small 7,head, estab .. 
lisbed dairy business and general farm. Ample 
acreage for farming, gardening, and dairy 
expansion. A little capital desirable. Geo. A. 
Main, P. O. Box 3, Pomona Park, Fla. 3t 

N'OTES FROM. CONFERENCE COMMtTTEES 
Again ~e of the committee chairmen· who are preparing· for the General 

Conference at Salem would like tc;> remind all people planning to attend that, those 
who want. reservations should contact Edwin Bond; those who want assistance in 
routing should contact Bond Davis; -anyone wanting special banquets should contact 
Kenneth Hulin. The address of each of the above is Salem, W. Va. 

1612 Lawrence Street, 
P~ke~burg, W. Va. 

.. 

Alberta D ... Batson, 
Publicity Chairman. -, 

• 
JULY 17, 1950 

e 

Between the Nieuw Amsterdam and Alfred 

.;. 

At the Stillman-Hubbard home, Plainfield, N. J. 

Left to· right: Mr~. L. H. North. Mrs. William M. Stillrn;m, MH. Fr:Ifl}{ J. 
Hubbard, Mrs. George Thorngate. Linda, Philip, Dr. Gcoq~c Th(Jrnr~atc, 
Kirk Clapper, and Dr. Briar Thorngatc. Photo was t~kcn by L H. North, , 

See article in Mif-!'ionf fection. 
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the only absolute preventative of all drink
ing evils, including alcoholism. 

'an absolute guarantee of the personal free
dom resulting from the alcohol-free way of 
life. 

an insurance against drink-caused broken 
-homes and iuvenile delinquency . 

an insurance of the longer life expectancy. 

a basic principle of a genuine Christian life. 

real self-confidence and respect. 

good health and freedom of body, mind, 
and souL 

-good character, thoughts', words, and deeds. . ~ 

the building of better- homes, a better so
ciety, and a better nation. 

respect of family and friends. 

the dang-erous psychological effects that lead 
to continued drinking. 

all misery, crime, and harm resulting from 
. drinking . 

economic loss brought on by drinking. 

loss of will power and competence endan
gered by drinking. 

anyone who is allergic to alcohol from be-
coming an alcoholic. ... 

P. E. SELBY. 

Reprinted by permission from LISTEN, the Official Journal of the American Temperance Society; 
6840 Eastern Avenue NW, Washington 1~ D. C. 

-, 

JULY 10, 1950 

e 

" 



The· Sabbath 
R-eeorder 

Ant Issue June 13, 1 844 
-' Magazine for Chriman EnJIghfenm.m and InlPirction 

HURLEY S. WARREN. D.D., Editor 
L. H. NORTH, Manager of the Publishing House 

. Contributing Editors: 
DAVID S. CLARKE ........................ Missions 

WIWAM L. BURDICK, D.O., Emeritus 
(MRS.) FRANCES DAVIS ........... Woman's Work 
RONALD 1. HARGIS ............ Christian Education 

HARLEY SUTTON, Emeritus 
(MRS.) MIZPAH S. GREENE ........ Children's Page 

• 
Our Policy 

The Sabbath Recorder does not necessarily endorse 
signed articles. For information about Seventh Day 
Baptist polity and beliefs write the American Sab-

bath Tract Society Plainfield, New Jersey. 

• 
Terms of Subscription 

Per year ...... $3.00 Six months ...... $1.50 
: Student rate ........ $1.00 per college year 

Retired Seventh Day Baptist ministers 
and their widows .............. S1.00 per year 

Monthly Special Issues .......... 15 cents per copy 
J (The firs..t issue of each month) 

Regular Issues .................. 10 cents per copy 
Postage to Canada and foreign countries sa cents 
per year additional. Subscriptions will be discon
tinued at date of expiration when so requested. All 
subscriptions will be discontinued one year after date 
to which payment is made ·unless expressly renewed. 

• 
Published weekly (except August when it is pub
lished biweekly) by the r·American Sabbath Tract 
Society and printed by The Recorder Presa, publish
ing bouse for Seventh Day Baptists, Plainfield, N. J. 
Entered at the post office in Plainfield, N. J., as 

second class matter. 
All communications, whether on business or for pub
lication, should be addressed to the Sabbath 

Recorder, Plainfield, N. J. 

PLAINFIELD, N. J .. JU'LY fo, 1950 
Vol. 149. No.2 Whole No. 5,400 

IN THIS ISSUE 
Edi~orials: Clothing and Bedding Needed .. -

Cabins - Row on Row.-The 
Thorngates Arrive ................. _ ............................ _ ........... 19 
"Our Church and the Community" ........... _ ..... 20 

Features: List of Tracts Available ....................... _ ..... 18 
From the Editor's Mailbox ........... _ ............................. 21 
The Federal Council ........... _ ................... _ ....................... 22 
An Official Statement ........... _ ...................... _ .. _._ .... _ .. 24 
National Council of Churches ..... _ ...................... _ .. 25 
Ba ptism ..... _ ........................................ _ .......... _ ....... _ ................. 26 
Open Letter ........... _ .. , ................... _ .................................. _ .. 27 

Woman's ~ork: Women's Board Meeting ..... _ .. 28 

Christian Education: Apnouncement.-
Learn and Share.-News Notes ................. _ ........... 29 

Children's ·Page ....................... _ ............................................... 30 

Ch urch N ews ................. _ .......... _ ................ _ .......... _ ................. 3 1 

News in the W orId of Religion ........ _ .. Back Cover 

LIST OF TRACTS AVAILABLE 
'The fotlo\'ving tracts are available 

through the office of the Corresponding 
Secretary, American Sabbath Tract So .. 
ciety, 510 Watchung Avenue, Plainfield, 
N. J. All tracts a re free to Churches, 
groups, and individuals. F. R. K. 

Gospel Series: Repentance, The Birth 
from Above, Salvation by Faith. A Change 
of Citizenship, Follo\'ving Jesus, Growth 
in the Spiritual Life. 

Seventh Day Baptist Series: Who They 
Are-What They Are, Polity and Beliefs, 
The Sabbath in the Bible and in History, 
What the Bible Teaches Regarding the 
Sabbath, Christian Baptism, Their Place in 
History, Do You Kno\,v? Evangelism, Mis .. 
sions. Rt=;lations with the State. Education 
and Educational Institutions, Their Rela" 
tion to Otner Religious Bodies. 

Others: Traditions of Men, Why I Am 
a Seventh Day Baptist, Has the Original 
Sabbath Day Been Lost? What Is the Dif .. 
ference? An Entering Wedge to Loss of 
Spirituality, Jesus Christ, the Final Sanc ... 
tion, Facts. God's Holy Sabbath Day, Her 
Wedding Ring, First Day of the Week in 
the New Testament, My Holy Day, Spir', 
itual Sabbathism., Pro and Con, The Sab, 
bath and Sabbathkeeping Baptists, The 
Sabbath and Seventh Day Baptists, Sev ... 
eI1th Day Baptists and Seventh Day Ad .. 
ventists-Ho\v They Differ, Statement of 
Belief of Seventh Day Baptists, What Do 
You Find? (bookmark), What Is Your 
Decision? Why We Are Seventh Day 
Baptists, Who Are These Seventh Day 
Baptists? Free from the La\v, Lovest Thou 
Me? A Letter to the Jews, Founders of 
the Seventh Day Baptist Denomination, 
How Honest Are You? Creation's Birth ... 
day, Seventh Day Baptists at Work 
Around the World, So"mething New? The 
10 Commandments and 7 ... Day Christianity. 

SPECIAL· NOTICE 
The next special issue of the Sabbath 

Recorder will be dated July 31,1950. Thus 
there will be two regular issues published: 
in August, those of August 14 and 28, 
instead of one. The issues of August 7 and 
21 will be omitted since the Sabbath Re' 

. corder is published biweekly during Au ... 
gust. 
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CLOTHING AND BEDDING NEEDED 
Church· World Service recently h'as 

issued an appeal for large quantities of 
clothing and bedding this summer. We 
are informed that the need for all kinds 
of clothing is great in China, Europe, 
Korea, 'Burma, and the Holy Land. 

N O\v is the time to share 
That others may \\"ear 

And be \.varm. 

Send clothing and bedding prepaid 
to your nearest Church World Service 
center together with 8 cents per pound 
for overseas transportation costs. 

Church World Service Centers 

214 East 21 st Street 
Ne\.v York 10, N. Y. 

c'o Pacific Ports Industries, Inc. 
lOa Brannan Street 

San Francisco 7, Calif. 

New Windsor, Md. 

510 South Elm Avenue 
Webster Groves 19, Mo. 

CABINS - ROW ON ROW 
At the top of the mountain well above 

the railroad tracks, stand cabins ro\,v on 
ro\,v. They belong to Pennsylvania miners 
of whom there are many. 

But \.vhy, with the miners at \,vork at 
top'notch \,vages do they and their fa'milies 
need to live in hovels? Where does their 
money go? Do the unions and mine ... 
operator~owned facilities get a "big share 
of it? 

Or, are the miners and their families 
contented with their status quo? Are they 
happier in their present habitat? Would 
they enjoy improved living conditions? 

If improvement is to be ma~e, ho\v is it 
to be brought about? 

Is this not a responsibility of the mine 
operators, the unions, the miners them .. 
selves? And, if no progressive move is 
made by these, ought not some \velfare 
agency undertake the task? 

That sight on the mountain rim will 
linger long in our memory - those miners' 
cabins, row on row. 
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THE THORNGATES ARRIVE 
Dozens of ,c;hirs arrive ;lnd ]t';IVC Hi)' 

boken, N. ]., with lc!c,'s d·Ull P"lt.\jn:~ lJ()ti;c 

from the n10st ()f us wJuJ li\".: \\'It]jin 
tv,:en ty,nve miles of the pie... Yd. v.'hen 
friends and loved ones arl~ c:q:cctcJ, tile 
keenest interest is. in evidencc. 

The duckjnp of the Nicu.,)..' Am:!"1cL,n 
,,,,",:. . 

on W edncE"cb y mornln g. June 2)), t()()k ()!} 

added significance not only for c]o'.l' fri('nd~·, 
but for the en ti rc Seven t h 1);1 y B~ pti :.t 
denomination. The Thorn)~;itcs WCH'. h"tcd 
as passengers! The c()rn: r'r)(lndln;.2: .'cere
tary of the. MiE.sionary Socic.ty h;ld ;\11-

nounced carlv that he ;tnJ ;i11othcr rncrIl' 
her of the -Mj.(,~sj()n;lry Board proh;d·d'), 
\\,7 0 u 1 d h con h :I n J t () In C ct the rn . J> 1 ; 11 n -
field friends hq~an early to check the nc,},'!·,
papers for steamshi p Joel·: in i2: ~c,dH:Jukh. 
Phone calls to the Hollanu-Amcriclll Ljncl) 

gave added infurmaticm :Ind ;j~-.'.ur;if)Ct'_ 

Much effort \va=., P\.lt forth t(J ~·ccurc P;I')',C!-' 

for members of the famJly v.'})U mj~~ht 
comc. 

Three of Dr. anu Mrs. CC(lf)!'C. T"})(irn
gatc's sons and a granddaughter - - Bri;n, 
David, Philip, anJ Linda -. reached PlaIn
field Tuesday afternoon in anticipation of 
meeting their parents and granup;ln:nts. 

The morning arrived The: hU;t t doc ked 
at seven instead of eight o'clock. TllcTc 
\,vas' plenty of time, however. C:u"tc)rnk 
had to be crean.:d. Besides, fir.c,t Cbf"\ P;lr)' 

sengcrs disembarkeu firt:,t. At Cj:SS ;l.rn. 
someone cried, Here they cume! \Vood("'n 
fence palings did not deter warm grcctingH. 
Very soon \ve moved to an unfenced area 
of the covered pier where Mrs. Thornt:,a te 
ans\lJered many quc.':tions v.Thile I)r. Thurn
gate and thcir sons took ch;irge of their 
baggage. 

In addition to the members of the jrn

mediate family, Rev. D:iVjd S. C:brkc ;lnJ 
Ben Utter of Westerly, R. I., and ~;,cven 
friends and a nephew of Dr. Thorni:;lte, 
Kirk Clapper, of Plainneld, N. J., VJcn: 
privileged to \velcome the Thorng;ite~. 

Dr. and Mrs. TJ10rng;lte appe;n we]J. 
\Ve hope that they feel as \~cll ;11-': they 
.appear. \Ve rejoice "\vith their loved one!) 
and many friends that they are 1n the 
United States for several months at least. 
We look for\vard to readinf"; more of the 
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China Mission work in the missions section 
of" the Sabbath Recorder and of hearing 
firsthand from our Chinese brothers and 
sisters. 

IIOUR CHURCH 
A,ND THE COMMUNITY11 

The sessions of the Eastern Seventh Day 
Baptist Association were centered about 
the theme, nOur Church and the Com' 
munity. ~~ Meeting with the Plainfield 
Church for its one hundred twelfth annual 
session, June 9,11, 1950, the services on 
Friday evening and all day' Sabb:J.tn \.vere 
held at Plainfield, and at the invitati:Jn of 
the Piscataway Church at New Market, 
the Sunday m?rning session was held there. 

The association opened with an organ 
vesper presented by Howard S. Savage, 
organist of the Plainfield Church. 

Rev. William J. Kimshel, pastor of the 
Pine Street Gospel Chapel, Middletown, 
Conn., conducted the opening devotiona) 
service. With the singing of gospel songs, 
the reading of John 4: 4,26, appropriate 
brief remarks, and prayer by Brother Kim ... 
she!, we were convinced that the _ Holy 
Spirit was present. . 

President Ernest White in his address 
said: nWe are living in a transitional and 
not a traditional period of history. . . . 
The advances of the age have brought 
about many changes.... ··What can \.ve 
better do to meet today ~s challenge r~, in' 
quired the speaker. uThe Church is not 
responsible for the hot or cold \.var or 
for tensions in the management ... labor situa ... 
tion, but the Church did not prevent these 
from happening,H he declared. Mr. White 
then urged that our Churches be alert to 
ne\v ideas and techniques and seek ways 
of sharing ""promising practices. ~~ . 

Rev. E. Wendell ~tephan declared that 
the Christian Church must become the 
mightiest force in the world, as he, weI .. 
corned the delegates. 

In her response to the welcome, Mrs. 
!:'uther S. Davis said that coming to Plain, 
field was like coming home. uHome is a 
place to. which we go with pleasure," she 
remarked, and encouraged us to share the 
hope of a heavenly home. 

The association the!De was developed in 
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three parts, namely: (~) Message; (2) 
-Method; ( 3) Hope. • 

Two sermons emphasized the Message. 
Duane L. Davis, delegate from the Central 
Association, preached Friday evening using 
as the text 1 John 3: 11, ·~For this is the 
message that ye heard from th~ beginning, 
that \.ve should love one another. ~~ Rev. 
Charles H. Bond, pastor 6f the Pa \vcatuck 
Church at Westerly, R. I., gave the Sab, 
bath morning sermon on the subject, .... you 

. Are a Debtor, '~the text being from the 
Apostle Paul~s letter to the Romans 
(1: 14). 

The Method was brought to our atten, 
tion through a panel discussion at the 
afternoon meeting under the leadership of 
Rev. David S. Clarke; and through a tab, 
leau on the evening after the Sabbath, the 
characters of which were portrayed by 
the Shiloh young people under the direc ... 
tion of Rev~ Lester G. Osborn. 

The Hope was given prominent place 
on Sunday morning in the sermon of Rev. 
W. Allen Bond, delegate from the South, 
eastern Association~ who~e subject '\vas: 
uThe Church·s Message of Hope·~ based 
on 1 Peter 1. 

The Sabbath mQrning worship \vas can" 
qucted by Rev. E. Wendell Stephan, pastor 
of the host Church. There were over 230 
people present. The afternoon devotional 
service \.vas. in charge of Rev ~ C. Rex Bur ... 
dick and that of Sabbath. night \.vas can: 
ducted by Rev. Kenneth A. Stickney. 
Sunday morning, special prayer was made 
by many for Maryann Maxson, young 
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Paul L. Maxson, 
who was in the hospital with- virus pneu" 
mo~ia. We rejoice with Brother and Sister 
Maxson that God has blessed them and 
us through-the .... prayers, skills, and care of 
many with Maryann's slow 'yet sure re" 
covery. , 

The congregational singing and special 
music were uplifting. The spiritual success 
of the association was made much more 
certain through worship and 'praise in 
hymn and song. 

People eat and sleep even at meetings 
of an association but not during the res' 
sions, however. Often we tak~ for granted 
the labors of local committees in this re .. 
spect. In addition to providing Sabbath 

.. 
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noon and evening and Sunday noon meals, 
seventy .. three overnight guests were enter' 
tained in the homes of the Plainfield and 
Piscataway Church members. 

Great encouragement came at the busi ... 
ness session Sunday morning with the re' 
ports of the officers and committee chair ... 
men, the reports of delegates to sister 
associations, the reading of letters from 
the Churches of the association, and also 
those from sister associations. 

The Eastern Association will meet with 
the Rockville, R. I., Seventh Day Baptist 
Church in 1951, God willing. 

As we reflect upon the inspiration and 
fellowship in Christ of these brief but 
full days, we are convinced that the Church 
has become the community among quite 
a number of Seventh Day Baptists in the 
Eastern Association. This also is true of 
the other associations across the land. 
There remains the task of making more 
effective the message of Christ - the mes~ 
sage that the Christian Church offers as 
the hope of the world - by \vhatever 
methods the Holy Spirit proposes. Our 
part is that of obedience as He points the 
way. 

FROM THE EDITOR'S MAILBOX 

Editor, the Sabbath Recorder, 
Dear Friend: 

To this family, \vho have tried to remain 
loyal Seventh Day Baptists in a city \vith 
no Church of that denomination, the de .. 
nomination'5 connection with the Federal 
Council has been helpful. Some people 
say, "·There·s no • sech' animal." And \ve 
say, HOh, yes, there is a Seventh Day Bap· 
tist denomination and it is a member of 
the Federal Council of Ghurches." Meet' 
ings sponsored by the council have been 
especially appreciated by us. The fact 
that we work with other denominations is, 
in our hearts, a satisfaction and a source of 
strength. 

In Houston we have a federation of more 
than a hundred garden clubs united to 
make Houston a more beautiful city. Our 
own neighborhood garden club sometimeS 
disagrees with actions of the federation and' 
has disapproved its leadership. but it can 
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ahvays express itself and work for v.that .. 
ever is being done which it f eds js good. 
In the long range purpose of the f edera .. 
tion all agree. We can regret detours in 
reaching the goal and stand by to help 
rectify what we feel to be mistikes. Be~ 
cause the federation represents 50 many 
women and neighborhoods, the city ~~ov" 
ernment respects its requests and Eugf;eR" 
tions. 

I should think denominations could 
similarly co,operatc in promoting the king ... 
dom of God. \Ve want the Seventh Day 
Baptist group to remain in the Federal 
Counci1. 

Sincerely. 
Mrs. James 1. Stillman. 

1510 Barbee, 
Houston 4t Tex., 

June 24, 1950. 

Dear Edj tor Warren: 
Having just read Rev. Le.ster C;. 0 .. " 

born's HDo We \Vant Church tJnl()n?" 
in the June 19th Sa.bbath Recurder, I 
V.l 0 u I d 1 ike tom a k e the f 0 11 0 v,r j n l~ C f) Tn ' 

mcnts. 
Throughout the ages men have handed 

together for the common r~ood. In ancient 
time it \vas for their mutual protection ;Ind 
preservation. Today .men ano nationR arc 
still bandjn~ together for protection or 
aggression. The situation has not c.hanged. 
I ndecd, the life of men and nations in more 
precarious today than it ever \vas. 

- Having seen that there is a type of puwer 
in numbers, it is natural to [;UppOf;,e that 
the same degree of influence could he 
exerted by the union of all Chrj,r.,tian 
Churches. Is not a Church of a th(nJf~,and 
members more influential in a cummunity 
than a Church of tv-./() hundred? 

It is true that the larger the n:i Lion, or 
the larger the Church~ the ~~rcater {he 
\veight it lends to its environment. I-iow' 
ever, we cannot measure the po\vcr of the 
Church by the same standards ~rc usc for 
nations. Nations influence people for the 
good of the nation. Churches should in .. 
fluen,ce people for their own good, and 
for the glory of the Lord. To the end, 
then, that all men may come to knov., ]cf:,u,t;;, 
Christ and Him crucified, oq~aniz.ation jr~ 
a secondary matter. I n fact, the greater 
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the organization, the further from the sin .. 
ner that group becomes. Can an organi .. 
zation save a soul? no! It is only within 
the power of God to H\vash us whiter than 

~ ... snow. _ 

Do we presume that the strength of 
some earthly organization can supplant 
the power of God? Let us look to God, 
and repent of such a thought. 

If our difference is God~s Sabbath, and 
not a mere HLord's day," let us spend our 
time, effort, and money teaching our youth 
and those about us that we think it makes 
a difference in God~s sight. Then this 
distinction \vill become a monument to the 
world; but should we go \vith the, crowd 
\ve \vill become hardly a pebble. 

I am not against co"operation, but I am 
against any and all organiz'ational affilia, 
tions \vith first day groups; we are not 
first day in belief. N either is it possible 
for any organization, irrrespective of size, 
to change the course of this world. Jesus 
Christ, Himself, came to save sinners, not 
the world. John 17: 9; 1 John 5: 19. 

. . . I feel so keenly in accord with 
Rev. ¥r. Osborn, I could not help but add 
my comment on the subject. 

Yours in Christian service, 
Oscar A. Davis. 

1046W. Taylor Street, 
Phoenix, Ariz., 

June 24, 1950. 

The Sabbath Recorder, 
Dear Sir: 

. .. Have appreciated the Recorder 
more each year, especially the recent issues 
where more are telling their views and 
\vhy. 

Shore Road, 
Waterford, Conn. 

The Sabbath Recorder: 

Sincerely, 
Carl R. Maxson. 

Find enclosed check for rene ... val of my 
subscription to the Recorder. As .far back 
as I can remember, it has been In our 
family. 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. Emma R. Jeffrey. 

4376 York Blvd., 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
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THE FEDERAL COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES 

By Rev. Leon M.' Maltby. 

When the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America ,"vas or' 
ganized in September, 1905, Seventh Day 
Baptists had five official representatives 
present who were favorably impressed with 
its motives and program. Our 1906 Year 
Book shows their report and the vote of 
the Conference to' continue connection 
with the federation. Thus we became 
charter members with the double purpose 
of being joined \vith the larger denomina .. 
tions in common purpose and in keeping 
this new federation from fostering Sunday 
legislation. 

Some of our leaders who \vere enthusi, 
astic when the constitution was adopted 
have -long since lost their enthusiasm. No 
one could predict at that time ... vhat the 
net results would be one or two generations 
later. Who could say that the leadership 
:would shift from orthodoxy to liberalism? 
Who could know that some of its agencies 
would veer so far to the left in 30 years 
that the United States Naval Intelligence 
would list the Federal Council as subver .. 
sive, giving Haid and comfort to the Com ... 
munist movement and party,~' and further 
calling it Ha large, radical, pacifist organi .. 
zation - its leadership consisting of a 
small radical group which dictates its poli, 
des "? 

In 1905 liberalism had not yet become 
popular, and Communism was scarcely 
thought of. When the Federal Council 
leadership became and continued to be 
predominantly modernistic, it was inevit, 
able that serious question would arise in 
our: annual Conference as to \vhether or 
not we should remain as members of the 
council. For a generatipn and mor~, honest 
Seventh Day Baptists have differed widely 
in their evaluation of our membership in 
the so .. called Hsuper Church." Of course 
it is not \vholly bad or there \vouldn't be 
so many good people connected \vith it; 
neither is it \vholly good or there \vouldn't 
be so many good people opposed to it .. 
Is it good for us? Can our influence from 
\vithin make the Federal Council better 
or keep it -from taking action detrimental 
to our denomination? Or, on the other 

) 

THE SABBATH RECORDER 

hand, does the reputation .. of the Federal 
Council besmirch our skirts to the extent 
that our growth is hindered? Do \",'e knO\J.T 
how many prospective' Seventh Day Bap' 
tists become interested in our cherished 
truth because they read our name on the 
list and how many become interested 
through our local Churches, personal \vork, 
and tracts only to turn the cold shoulder 
when they discover that Wwf; are in the 
Federal Council? It is pretty difficult to 
know. 

Why do \ve remain in the council? One 
reason is the la\v of inertia \vhereby it is 
easier to sit still than to rouse ourselves 
to take action. Let me illustrate. In Sep, 
tember, 1944, my AAA Battalion was 
moving by train from· California to Texas 
on the weekend. It \vas my privilege and 
duty to try to hold religi'ous services on 
Sunday. In order not to offend non,Prot, 
estants I would enter a coach and say, "'In 
15 minutes there will be a Protestant serv' 
ice in the next car. All who \vish to at' 
tend please move into the car ahead." 
Then I would go for\vard and say, "In 
10 minutes there will be a Protestant serv'" 
ice in this car. Those who do not \'vish 
to attend may move back one car." It 
took a good share of the day to cover 
that \vhole train \vith seven services. I 
need not tell you that very few men 
moved either forv"rard to' hear the service ' 
or backward to avoid hearing it. We have 
a right to expect more interest than that 
among Seventh Day Baptists, but some' 
times I \vonder how many of us have \,vell, 
thought, out convictions for or against re' 
maining in the Federal Council. The la \,v 
of inertia preserves the status quo. 

It may be remarked that the' Federal 
Council in 45 years of existence has ,-von 
very fe\v ne ... v members. The Southern 
Baptists (second or third largest denomi, 
nation in America) have consistently re' 
fused to join. Some denominations have 
\vithdra ... vn. The great Northern Baptist 
Convention remains in the council but has 
suffered major splits and the formation 
of innumerable independent Churches 
largely on account of the cxtrenlC lihcral' 
ism in Federal Council leadership. Other 
denominations have had similar unpleasant 
'expenences. Within recent years t\,vO 
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strong interdenomjnatj()nal oq~aniZ;djonr; 
have sprung up to challcn~~c the cblrn of 
Federal Council leadcr.c th:: t the «tunci1 
represents the un i ted voice uf Proter~t;1 nt' 
ism in America. The National A!';,,<:,c)Clation 
of EvangelicaLs had rcprcf,("nt;itiver; of (~() 
denominations at its constitutional conven' 
tion in 1943 (more than twice ;t.", many ;J!.., 

are in the Federal Council). Their aim if; 

to give voice to the evan}~elic;d people ;\nJ 
Churches who do not feel that the FederaT 
Council can rightly spc;ik for them. The 
American Council lf, a vcry VOCl f erc mr. 
opponent of the Federal (:.rHlnci1. ()nc 
inevitah1c result of all the movementr" men' 
tioned in this paragraph lS that ()rthod()x~ 
evangelical men have hecome and v.,till con' 
tinue to become a smaller and f-,maller mi, 
nority in the Federal Council. 

Seventh Day BaptiE.tF mUft ultim;dely 
fa c e the a bo v c fa c t,t;. . \V emu r, t (;1 C e the 
fact also th at historica.lly v,le ;i re f( )\..lr'! oed 
'upon a closer adherence to the jn!~pjrcd 
Word of God than is evidenced hy the 
leaders in other denominations who h;lve 
held positions of leaderEhip in th(~ Fedcr;d 
Counci1. (Scores of these le;~Jcr~·, arc 
memhers of Communist front Orf!;ani1~a tiorH 
so listed hy Attorney General Torn Clark 
and the Congresslonal Committee (In lJn' 
American, Activities.) Perhaps VJC necJ 
not \vorry too much ahout that, for VJC 

can expect the Federal Cc)uncil to f ol1ov; 
the trend of the times. When the la hor 
unions, the universities (and the State Dc' 
partmcnt) are purging pro,C,ommunj,<.,ts. 
Church nlcn of the CommuniEt .stamr may 
not achieve the most prominent pCJ!:,iti()l)r;. 
In our denomination then.: j.s a ,c:,tron~~ trend 
;l\vay from the Bjhle,Jcnyjnf~ 1iher;dif~m 
that afflicted mo.c;t dcnom in;i tions a. f C\I,' 

years ago. \\1 e helieve tha t trcnJ v,rill 
grov..'. 

Our General Confercnce will withdr ... ""· 
from the Federal Cuuncil (lr ic<', Ml«'c[<,,~,()r 

in due time. \\lc mab: thi;.., as cunfidcntly 
as a Drc\J..' Pearson prcdicti()n. A m;tjorit y 
of our in tel] i gen t, v;c11' in f ormeJ people 
will demand- it. \V c wll] never ;tll he (A 
exa.ctly the same opini()11 hl'c:n.Jhc we Jo. 
not have a]J the [acts and do not see ;111 
tha.t we h;t ve in the !<lrn e J j gh t. Bll t ;! 

majority of those \vho h)vl' the Word and 
the S;-!hhath truth it c()ntajn~ \vil1 s.oon he 
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AN OFFICIAL· STATEMENT 
by the Executive CommiHee 

of the Federal .Council 
(Unanimously Adopted on January 17, 1950.) 

We, the official representatives of the 
t·wenty .. seven member .. denominations in 
the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America, make this statement of 
fact concerning recent misrepresentations 
of the council. 

The Federal Council is the instrument 
through which the denominations them .. 
selves \vork together in matters of common 
concern, and is not an independent body. 
An attack upon the council, accordingly, is 
essentially an attack not upon a separate 
organization but upon the denominations 
which comprise it and Without which it 
would have no existence. 

Current misrepresentations picture the 
Federal Council as concerned only with 
issues that are the subject of debate in the 
economic and political world. The fact is, 
ho\vever, that for decades the council has 
been the agency for co'ordinating the evan" 
gelistic work of the member--denomina .. 
tions and giving united leadership in such 
basic spiritual areas as the devotional life, 
Christian family life, pastoral counseling, 
the relation of religion and health, re" 
ligious broadcasting, and the development 
of inter .. Church co .. operation in local com'" 
munities. Like its· cQnstituent denomina .. 
tions, the council is also deeply concerned. 
with the relationships of men to one an" 
other in the economic, industrial, inter .. 
racial~ and international realms. It can'" 
not be otherwise if it is to bear witness 
to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savi9ur of 
the whole of man's life. 

Current misrepresentations of the Fed .. 
eral Council also picture it as standing for 
State Socialism and as tending toward 
Communism. These insinuations are false. 

convinced that we should wi~dra w. That 
will not 'be this year or next but it is 
sure to come. . When it comes, some will 
be disappointed, but in our opinion, the 
cause we represent as Seventh Day Bap .. 
tists ~11 begin to show greater advance .. 
menta 
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The council has had a continuous concern 
for social. welfare prompted by the Chris .. 
tian conscience. It has cha~pioned human 
freedom in every realm - the political and 
the economic as well as the religious -' as 
over against any regimented organization 
of ,society or government. I t has never 
advocated the ownership of the means of 
production and distribution by the State. 
Working within the. pattern of a free 
American economy, the council seeks to 
correct conditions which would militate 
against the well .. bemg of all and justice 
for all. 

The council has explicitly and vigorously 
repudiated Communism as .... atheistic in its 
conception of ultimate reality," .... mate ... 
rialistic in its view of man and rus destiny," 
and ·as Hc1early opposed to Christianity.H 
It has also condemned the revolutionary 
strategy of Communism as :involving ""the 
disregard of tp.e sacredness' of personality 
which is fundamental in Christianity:' 

The misrepresentations of the Federal 
Council include gravely and inexcusably 
erroneous statements at specific points 

.. which could have been easily verified. It 
is alleged, for example, that the Social 
Idea).s of the Churches, as published in 
1932, demand Hsocialized medicine." This 

. is untrue. What they advocated was 
simply U,social insurance against sickness, 
accident, want in old age, and unemploy ... 
mente ", Insurance against the last three of 
these four hazards is. today accepted by 
society without question. Some form of 
public insurance against the hazard· of ill .. 
ness, which is all that the Federal Council 
has proposed, is no more .... socialistic'" or 
""communistic" than the well .. established 
insurance against the other hazard.c;. 

In the misrepresentations of the Federal 
Council there are also unfair charges 
against certain individuals who are alleged 
to determine its· policies. These charges 
depend on such dishonest devices as dis'" 
torting the meaning of quotations by 
wresting them from their·' context or con ... 
demning merely on the basis of incidental 
or occasional association' with others in 
the past. Moreover, any citing of the 
expressions of a few individuals, even if· 
they were fairly presented, is an unjusti .. 
fied- artifice since no individuals except the 
large group officially designated by the 

I , 
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member .. denominations decide its policies. 
These representatives are men and women' 
of wide experience, not dupes to be led 
or misled by an Hinner circle." 

The Federal Council~ by reason of its 
being a real federation, contains within 
itself a representative cross section of 
twenty,seven denominations and therefore 
includes Christian men and women \vho as 
citizens hold different views on public ques .. 
tions. Through a thoroughly democratic 
process, the council develops its program 

'. and policies on the basis of such unity as 
,is found in a common commitment to 
Christ and a common effort to make His 
gospel effective in the life of the world. 
The council has no Hism" to defend; it 
does have a central loyalty to Christ. It 
has no politics; it does have a faith. In 
that loyalty and t'hat faith it seeY..s first 
the kingdom of God and His righteousness . 

NATIONAL COUNCIL 
'OF CHURCHES 

By Courtland V. Davis 

Seventh Day Baptists have been allotted 
six representatives in the forthcoming Con .. 
stituting Convention of the proposed Na .. 
tional Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A. The constitutional pro .. 
visions for denominational representation 
include the following paragraph: 

"'"All representatives of a communion 
shall be elected by that communion in such 
manner as it shall determine. Of the total 
number of representatives at least one half 
shall be nominated by the boards and agen" 
cies of that communion co'operating in 
the work of the divisions of the council, 
on such basis as the communion shall de' 
termine, having regard to the interests of 
the several age groups and the various 
functions of the council.'" 

It will be noted that, while representa" 
tion is provided for boards and agencies, 
election is by the u.communion" as a whole 
on such basis as it shall determine. 

Under the constitution, Seventh Day 
Baptists will have one member on the 
Executive Committee of the National 
Council. 

Seventh Day Baptist representation' ,will 
undoubtedly be arranged for also in each 
of the divisions, joint departments, and 
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commissions \vhich arc to be a part of the 
National Council organiz.ation. \Vhat that 
representation will be can only be esti, 
mated at thi.s time as the proposed con" 
stitution provides that each divif,lon,jolnt 
department, and commission "may draw 
additional members from the memhers anJ 
staff of its corresponding Church a~r,encies." 

A recent release of the Planning C'::om, 
mittee for the National Council inc1uJes 
this paragrapp: 

HLet it be clearly understood that the 
proposed National Council of Churchcs lS 
not seeking to achieve any form of or~~an1c 
union between sovereign dcnominations. 
This is not a proposal for the mcr~cr of 
denominations hut for the me,q~er of exi5t
ing interdenominational agencies, each of 
v.rhich is prc~dicatcd on the existence of 
separate denominations. The National 
Council of Churches proposcs channels of 
co'operation, not organic union, as far 
as denominations are concerned. HOVJ" 

ever, it does propose the- actual mcrf~er of 
national interdenominational af~encics. It 
is recognized that \.lJC arc divided denom}' 
nationally but there is no re;tson \.vhy V.'e 
need to be divided intcrdenomlnationally! 
With complcte mutual respect for differ, 
ences in the field of Faith and ()rder. it 
behooves us to develop the most efficient 
channels possihle for co'operatlon in the 
field of Christian Life and Work. ,\ 

.. 

LEWIS CAMP 

Ashaway, R. I.. 

July 1 8-27 t 1950 

Ages 12-18 

HELP WANTED 
We have a good. position open for 
a young woman with knowledge 

<:. 

of shorthand and typing to toke 
over our "denominational dc!.k." 

If interested, writo 

L. H. NORTH, Mgr. 

Box 868 Plainfield, N. J. 
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BAPTISM 
By Brother A. Hennig 

(Sermon preached .at the Seventh Day Baptist 
Conference in Hamburg, Germany,· 

October 9, 1949.) 
The baptiSm is foretold in the Old Testa
ment. 1 Peter 3: 18-21. 

This SEripture raises a question con" 
cerning Noah "s faith in its relation to 
baptism which was to be revealed. At first 
we will have to put the question of the 
relation of worth between water and faith 
in the care of the way of salvation. Noah "s 
contemporaries are described to us in verse 
20. They had heard of the menacing dan .. ' 
ger but they did not attend God"s warning. 
Matthew 24: 39. Noah and his family 
only did so in faith. Their deliverance 
was exclusively God"s mercy. However, 
it required the faith of Noah and his 
family, the personal working and entering 
the ark. The means of their salvation was 
not the water but the ark only. The water 
merely carried the ark. Round about was 
water enough, but no possibility of salva .. 
tioo since the ark was missing. Moses was 
saved by a minor ark, too. 

The gospel will show us the rea1 ark 
to be Chrisfs Cross, saving us from de' 
struction of the flood of sin. . The crucified 
Christ, speaking on the cross, said, ··It is 
finished."" No other name is given to us 
for salvation than the name of Jesus Christ. 
Acts 4: 12. -,f 

1 Peter 3: 21 will lead us back to verse 18: 
HFor Clirist also hath once suffered for 
sins. .... There we are shown the only 
reason for our salvation. To that is tied 
the condition of the blessing of baptism: 
of the desire following the faith of ·"a 
good conscience toward God." In Jesus 
Christ's command of baptism we read: 
.... But he that believeth not shall be 
damned"" - even if he is baptized. Water 
without faith means. damnation only. 
There is no true salvation through baptism 
without the Spirit of God - active faith .. 
··For whatsoever is not of faith is sin."" 
Romans 14: 23. 

According to 1 Peter 3: 21, the effect 
of the blessing of baptism. will not be a 
moral purifying bath but _ the answer of 
a good conscience toward God,~stablished 

. by the blood of Jesus Christ by virtue 
of His resurrection. 
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Reg'arding the Biblical doctrine about 
baptism, above all the principle that Christ 
has established, as set forth in John 6: 63, 
must not be overlooked: uThe words that 
I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they 
are life" after having said. in. verse 53, 
uExcept ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, 
and drink his blood, ye have no life in 
you. ", This "hard"" saying was not hard 
at all if His hearers would have referred 
to verse 63, .... the words ... are spirit, and 
they are life. H That is a decisive, trench, 
ant relinquishment of Jesus Christ to all 
mechan:ic,magic effect af sacrament. This 
is valid for the baptism, too. 
The essential, spiritual experience of hap
ti~m - the baptism of Christ into death. 
Romans 6: 3-8. 

For understanding this text we will read 
Matthew 20: 22, 23 and Luke 12: 50. 
The baptism Christ is speaking of here is 
His suffering and dying, His death on the 
cross. So this passage is leading us from 
the court into the sanctuary of baptism. 
Before the baptism of the gospel could 
have been done the veil of His flesh had 
to be torn, Hebrews 1 0: 20. Before Christ "s 
death baptism is without essential can' 
tents, and before Whitstintide it shall not 
step into force, for the Spirit of God 
glorifying Christ in men ~s -hearts may ren' 
der alive the essence of baptism. 

The' baptism of the gospel may not be 
separated from Christ"s baptisq1 into death. 
In this only baptism assumes its characteri, 
zation as a sign of seal and confession. 
Where belief in Christ has not preceded 
it, baptism will be entirely worthless. 
Christ"s baptism leads us firstly into Christ"s 
death.' We are shown this distinctly by 
the verses Romans 6: 3,8: u ••• were bap, 
tized into his death" (v. 3), ..... . . planted 
together in the likeness of his death'" 
(v. 5), ••. . . our old man is crucified with 
him" (v. 6), ........ if we be dead with 
Christ" (v. 8). . . . 

The question is . about a spirituar pro' 
ceeding, an inner proceeding. Without 
this baptism of Christ there will not be 
any living. The sinner must be lookJng 
only at the finished work of Golgotha and 
at the justice give_n to him. Romans 1: 17. 
The Cross does not only say one has died 
for aU, but we are . to die with Him . 
This is the narrow gate of dying through 
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which the Christians ha veto go. Many 
a man is faithful to his opinion and rightly 
baptized, yet is not baptized for he leads 
as before an open or concealed life of ego" 
ism. Ho\v can one assert, as men some' 
times do, that the water baptism is the 
new birth? 

A life crucified with Christ qnly~. can 
be born again of the Spirit. John 3: 6 
says, u,That which is born of the flesh is 
fl.esh." The old man is not able of repair, 
cannot be ennobled, he must enter into 
the death of Christ"s baptism, or into the 
eternal death. He that bends round or 
facilitates this condition alters the gospel. 
·The Cross will remain the alpha and omega 
of our faith.; on the platform of the vic, 
tory of Golgotha there \vill be a life of 
victory, too. Romans 8: 1. 

What ~oes the Holy Scripture understand 
under the "bath (washing) of regenera
tion"? Titus 3: 5. 

This text does not refer to water bap' 
tism. At first the question is about justice 
effected by faith: Bath of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost. Here 
the question is about the regeneration 
(aIling together with being filled \vith the 
Holy Ghost. In the German translations 
this will be distinctly ~vident by the gram' 
matical endings. Also in the English trans' 
lation you can see in verse 6 there the 
water is not spoken of, but there the Holy 
Ghost is spoken of. 

The baptism spoken of is not to be 
understood as the ~~Bath of the New Birth." 

When Jesus is speaking as recorded in 
John 3: 5, UVerily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born of '\vater and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God,"" Ephesians 5: 26 will give us the 
explanation: ·"That he might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of ,\vater by 
the word." The Word of God I possesses 
a cleansing po\ver. Therefore, Jesus says, 
John 15: 3, "Now ye are clean through 
the word which I have spoken unto you." 
By the word of truth God has begotten us 
and has made of us new creatures. See 
James 1: 18. 

Then we are justified before God and 
may step to baptism with a good con' 
SCIence as a symbol that we have died 

(Continued on page 28) 
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OPEN LETTER 
To Each Pastor of a Church in the lJ .S.A.: 

Religion in the life of Arnericanr; (Hlf!,ht 
to be of particular interest to everv C:hri,,· 
tian leader. At a time when all re'lif~jon 15 
being challenged both at horne and a.hroad, 
by secularism and Communism, it f!ive5 
one hope to kno"w that during Novemher, 
1950, there is to be another national em
phasis througl1 mass communication meJia, 
including radio, televi.sion, outdoor posten,. I 

and the press. 
Again this natlon-\l/ide, simuitanecHlf; em' 

phasis will be knovJn as Religion in An1cri. 
can Life. 

Once again - and this is the bj~~ ncv.'f~ 
- The Adverti5in~ Council jf~ givinr:. itL 

full support, v/hich makes availahle ;111 

open channel to all form[-" of m;j,L"r..; cum' 
munication. 

Now that this important emphasis haL 
such wide backing from national ;igencieE, 
it is essential to have the vcry het:.t l;ino 
of co .. operation in every village, tuv"!n, and 
city throughout the nation. 

Here is where you can help the most: 

November is a good time to hold Y{Jur 
own Every Member Canvass, u~lng the 
over,all national program for the: irHpira
tional basis. 

If, for some reason, your Church is nut 
co,operating in the United C:hurch C~an' 
vass, it is still possible to co,oper;i tc. hy 
having a go,to,Church emphasis or a mem, 
bership drive during November. 

The important thing is to tic your 
Church, and your community, into the 
Religion in Am~r;ican Life campaign. 

) According to The Advertising C,ouncil 
. "'the aim of the campaig-n is to t~ct pcorlc 

to attend Church. It is up to the parstor 
to carryon from that point .--.- \vithin the 
Church. Here indeed is a great oppor
tunity and we hope you "}Jill he ahle to 
take full advantage of it. 

For further information VJrltc: Reli}2:iun 
in American Life, 214 East 21st Slrect~ 
New York 10, N. Y. 

-
Seventh Day Baptist General Conference 
~ w. VA.. AUGUST 22·27, 1950 

....... .J. 
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WOMEN'S BOARD MEETING" 
'" 

The Board of Directors of the Women"s 
Society of the Seventh Day ,Baptist Gen" 
eralConference- met· at the. home of .-Mrs. 
J. L." Skaggs. on June fo, 1950, with the 
following members present: Mrs. J. L. 
Skaggs, Mrs. L. F. Hurl~y, Mrs. Ottis 
Swiger, Mrs. Orla Davis, Mrs. G. H. 
Trainer, Mrs. A. G. T. Brissey, Mrs. Okey 
Davis, Mrs. Rex Zwiebel, Miss Lotta Bond, 
Miss Alta Van Horn, and Miss Greta P. 
Randolph; visitor: Miss Eva Lee Cole. 

A meditation from the June "'Church 
Women "" was used for the devotions. The 
Scripture read was Proverbs 2 9: 18. 

Mrs. Swiger gave the treasurer"s re' 
port showing the following balanc~: Gen .. 
era! Fund, $325.88, Evangelistic Fund, 
$1,101.24. 

A letter was ,read from Courtland Davis 
concerning a communication from a com" 
mission of the World Council of Churches 
to Study the Life and Work of Women 
in the Church. 

Miss Eva Lee Cole was unanimously 
. elected a new member of the board. 

The following recOdllniendations of the 
. Christian Culture Committee,. presented 
by Miss Van Horn, were accepted:' That 
the board have 1,000 small blotters with a 
cut and the Bible verse, Malachi 3: 10,' pre ... 
pared for distribution at Conference; that 
a statement of the' purpose of the board 
be printed on a placard, and displayed 
with the board"s exhibit at Conference; 
that $50 be. allowed for the preparation 
of 1,000 of each. of three views of the 
college and 500 of one view of the <Church; 
and that the board sponsor the project of 
selling these views at". Conference, all 
prouts to be turned over to the Women's 
Board; that'inquiry be made as to the cost 
of 500 leaflets, .... My Economic Tempera ... 
ture Chart." 

Mrs. Brissey presented the following 
recommendations for the Peace and W orId 
Order Committee, which wer.e ,accepted: 
That the Women"s Bo~d of the Seventh 
Day Baptist General Conference be placed 
on the mailing list of t~e Motion Picture 
Association for the free services offered 

'including the bulletin called .... The Joint 
Estimates"" of the current motion pictures; 
that a quantity of the bulletin IotoScreened 
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for -Survival," issued. by the Ci~ens" Com ... 
mittee for Displaced .Persons, be secured 
for distribution at Conference; that a 
"'Guide to Legislative Action"" be secured 
for distribution at Conference. 

The report of the Ways and Means 
Committee was read by Miss Greta F. Ran ... 
doh~h and accepted as follows: ~ 

j( letter from Dr. Corliss F. Randolph 
reported that the material on .... Women "s 
Activities - Seventh Day Baptist Denomi ... 
nation ", . had been received and was satis ... 
factory. Since Miss Marion Burdi,ck is 
free after July 15' to help in Christian 
work, we recommend that she be sent to 
Florida for 3 or· 4 weeks. to work in the 
V ~cation Bible Schools with, Rev. Eliza ... 
beth F. Randolph. The expense to the 
board would be $15 a week and travel 
expense, about $50 .. 

We recommend that the insurance for 
the trailer be obtained in Florida at a cost 
of $38.50. \. _ 

We recom~end that Mrs. J. L. Skaggs 
be sent to the Biannual Assembly of the 
United Council of Church Women in No .. 
vember at Cincinnati and that the regis'" 
tration fee for another person be paid. 

We agree to co ... operate with the gospel 
team to be -sent to Woodville, Ala. 

It was voted that the bill for .. $15 for the 
tract, .... My First Lesson in Forgiveness,"" 
and the bill for $5.95 for the June News 
Le·tter . be paid. 

Adjourned to meet the second Sunday 
in July at 2 p.m. at the home of Mrs. 
Swiger. .. 

Mrs. James L. Skaggs, 
President, 

Greta F. Randolph, 
Secretary. 

(Continued from page 27) 

with Christ, as a seal of our faith, as a 
confession of our faith in front of God 
and men. Superstition only will add to 
the water of baptism invisible magic forces 
of resurrection. He . that neglects baptism 
innocently will not be' lost. But he that 
disdains baptism will offend the Holy 
,Gho'st. 

If the b~ueprint is right, the bridge will 
take the traffic. - Clipsheet. 

1 

I 
I 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 
The executive secretary of' the Board of 

Christian Education, Rev. Ronald 1. Har .. 
gis, was married to Miss B~rbara Kinney, 
at Elgin, Neb=1 the bride~s home, on July 7. 

~ 
I f . . 

Rev. Ronald I. Hargis 

. , 
I 
i 

1 
1 

"I 

Mr. and Mrs. Hargis \vere graduated this 
spring from the Hartford School of Re .. 
ligiolls Education '\vith master's degrees in 
Religious Education. They plan to live in 
the parsonage at Hebron, which address is 
R. D. 2, Coudersport, Pa. 

LEARN AND SHARE 
How We Learn -

We learn by doing. 
We develop skills and techniques of 

teaching and working together. 
We use materials and resources at hand, 

but develop and adapt them to our 
needs. • 

We broaden our horizons to include: 
new ideas, 
new ways of doing things, 
new appreciation of all people and 

their worth. 
We are a fellowship of learners. 

What We Learn -
We develop ideas adequate to meet the 

needs of our own life and times; 
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Broad enough to embrace greater truths 
as they are made known; , 

Strong enough to withstand the false 
and the temporary; 

Deep enough to challenge the bct::t in 
our children, youth, and adults. 

We are a fellowship of ~carnc.n .. 

We Share in Learning -

As parents - seeking to help our chi}, 
dren grow into creative adults; 

As te"achers - eager to find nev; 'Nays 
of guiding others; 

As children - questioning and wonder, . 
ing about the great story of our uni, 
verse and its people. 

We are a fello'l}Jshi p of learnerB. 

Used with permission. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
NEWS NOTES 

By Rev. Ronald 1. Harr~is 
Executive Secretary, Seventh Day BaptiH 

Board of Chrif>tian Education 

• The Board of Christian Education \'Jould 
, appreciate it jf those conducting Vacation 
Church Schools would send in information 
on the following points at the close of the 
school: (a) number of chjldren~ (b) pro .. 
gram; (c) texts used; (d) lcadcrs,hip f,C~ 
cured. 
• Pre,Conference' Retreat, AUf~ut;t 17,21. 
A worth~\.vhile program is hejnf~ planned. 
Young people, if you are corning to C'Aln' 
ference, don't miss the Pre~Con f erence 
Retreat. 

• Sabbath school teachers, parents. super .. 
intendents. don't forget the Church School 
Training Workshop every afternoon dur .. 
ing the General Conference. Keep posted 
and 'plan to attend. .. 
• Religious Drama Workshop, C;rccn 
Lake, Wis., August 7,18. 

• World Convention on Christian Edu' 
cation, Toronto. Can., August 10 .. 16. 

• International Workshop in Audio,Vis, 
ual Education, Green Lake, Wis., August 
28 ' September 2. 
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Our Children's . Letter Exchange 
Dear Mrs. Greene: 

I have a pet puppy named Ginger. I 
am six' years old. We like to go to the 
Riverside Church. 

Riverside, Calif. 

Dear Melvin: 

Your friend, 
Melvin Naphaker. 

It was good to receive your letter and 
also to get so .many children~s letters this 
week. 

Dogs are nice to have but rm thinking 
we have rather too many of them in An, 
dover. Someone counted them several 
years ago and they numbered 277. Judg, 
ing by the number of dogs I see running 
through our yard almost every day there 
must be many more now. One of our 
neighbors has a. black and white puppy, 
named Pepper. When he runs away, they 
punish him by tying him up, and how he 
does bark! 

Yours in Christian love, 
Mizpah S. Greene. 

Dear Mrs. Greene: 
My name is Dale Chapman. My mother 

is Bernice Brewer Chapman; maybe you 
know her. I a.m four years old and have 
a baby sister. I have a puppy named 
Trigger. 

Riverside, Calif. 

Dear Dale: 

Your friend, 
Dale Chapman. 

The 'name Bernice Brewer seems very 
familiar ,to rile so I think I must have 
known your mother when she was a little 
girl; or' perhaps she. was once one of my 
Recorder children. I hope you will tell 
me when you write again, which I hope 
will be soon. . 

You mu~t love that babi sister of you~s. 
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granddaughter, Joyce, has a cute puPPY 
which she has named Cheko. 

Your Christian friend, 
M~pah S. Greene. 

Dear Mrs. Greene: 
I enjoy reading the letters on the Chil, 

dren's Page in the Sabbath Recorder, so 
I thought I would write. 

I am seven years old and I will. be in 
second grade next year. I go to Sabbath 
school and like it. I take piano lessons 

. , and my teacher's name is Mrs. Robert 
Gaines. I like her very much. Our cat 
named Snooty had five kittens. We gave 
Mrs. Gaines two and she is enjoying them. 

I have a brother thirteen years old 
named David, and a sister, twelve. whose 
name is Roselyn. She takes piano lessons 
also and plays some on the electric organ 
at the Church. 

I go to Christian Endeavor Sabbath 
afternoons. Mother is one of the teachers_ 

Your new 'friend, 
Donna Jeanne Reierson. 

Albion, Wis. 

Dear Donna Jeanne: 
I t does my heart good to have a new 

Recorder friend. I do hope you will write 
often. Usually I promise you I will not 
make my answers too short, but I have so 
many letters this week that I'll have to do 
just that. 

As you speak of your kitty, Snooty, it 
makes me think of a story I heard the other 
day about a little girl named Grace. She 
was given a kitty which she. named Baby 
Alice because her big sister"s name .was 
Alice. But one night their house caught 
fire and the kitty, howled so loudly that 
she woke everybody up, and the fire was 
soon put out. So Baby Alice probably 
saved the lives of the family. The next 
day when Grace came home froni'Sabbath 
school where she heard how J estis saved 
many lives, she said, urm going to change 
my kitty's name to Jesus because she saved 
our lives. n -

Yours in Christian love, 
Mizpah S. Greene. 

; ,-
Dear Mrs. Greene: 

I love babIes, too. A baoy boy sleeps m 
my guest roo!ll with his mother and father 
every night, ~nd we all love him. This 
m'orning' he thre~ his empty milk bottle 
out·of the crib and I awoke with a -jump 
just as the clock struck six. He .made a
prJetty good alarm clock, don "t you think? 

Trigger is a'fine name for a puppy. My. 

We are. happy to live in Riverside and 
go to Church and Sabbath school every 
week. I have hardly missed going since 

" 

.' 
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CH.URCH NEWS 
. MARLBORO, N. J. - The year 1950 
started with Jonathan Davis as moderator, 
Mrs. Ruth Cruzan, clerk, Miss Carolyn 
Davis, treasurer, Mrs. Robert Gibe, pianist, 
and Mrs. Edward Lawrence, junior super' 
intendent. Miss Jean Davis is leader of 
a group of children, ages four through 
seven. Bible stories are told and hand, 
work is done. 

The Helping Hand Class gave S271.36 
to the Church to be used in the improve' 
ment fund. The' money \vas raised by 
individual projects. 

A beautiful Easter service entitled "The 
Risen King" \vas under the direction of 
Mrs. Joseph DuBois, choir leader. The 
flowers used for decoration \vere African 
violets, azaleas, and geraniums. 

Miss Florence Harris has maqe the 
Church look beautiful especially at Christ, 
mas, Easter, and Children's Day with ever .. 
green and flower arrangements. 

The· prayer meeting theme has been 
.... God .. s Plan of the Ages.'" Prayer meet' 
ing is being held at the Church again; it 
was held at the homes during' winter 
months. 

Leadership Training in Evangelism was 
a course of study attended by 'members of 
the Churches of the West district.· The 
Marlboro Church averaged second .place 
in attendance. 

Christian Family Day was May 13. It 
was a seryice honoring mothers, and the 
dedication of babies. The parents of the 
babies were: Mr. and Mrs. David Shep .. 
pard, pa~ents of twin boys; Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Peterson; Mr. and Mrs. Ed, 
ward Law.x:ence; Mrs. John Zlobik; Mr. 
and Mrs. Rollo Davis; and Mr. and Mrs. 

we moved here. I am five years old and 
go to kinderg,arten. My kitten's name is 
Lucky. I like to sing and to learn the 
Beatitudes. 

Dear Nancy: 

Your friend, 
Nancy Withrow. 

I enjoyed your letter but I must wait 
to answer it until next week, for I am at 
the end of my page. 11-

Your Christian friend, 
Mizpah S. Greene. 

I) 
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Frank Cruzan. A rosehud .,.-r.r;u; presented 
to each child . 

Sermonettes for the children by our 
pastor arc looked for\vard tl) each week 
by children as \vell as adults. 

• 
A valentine hox social W;l,r:; beld in the 

Church basement hy the youn~ people's 
Sabbath school class. 

The joint Com'munlon service \vith the 
Shiloh Church ;it Marlhor(), Apri} 22, VJ:J.S 

a very impressive service \J/ith Rev. Lt:.ktc:r 
C. Osborn delivering the serm()n . 

Our pastor was supervisor :tnd t.au~ht 
the seventh and eighth gr:HJcs in rdj(~i()us 
education at the StOVJ Creek School. Other 
teachers from our school \vert.: Mrs. Lavinia 
Ayars, Mrs. Mary Le'Nis, and Mrs. Cleora 
Campbel1. Pastor Burdick a1.so attended 
the Minjste~s' Conference ;\1. Indi;,n TraiJ.r·; 
Camp near Milton, Wis., May IS-IR, l<)SO. 

Electric \viring in the Church h;L'; hcen 
renova.ted costing $310. 

On May 20, the 4-H Clubs of StOVJ 

Creek \vere our f~uests a t the v.!Orsh i p 
service under the leadership of Joseph 
DuBois and Mrs. Herbert Dayton. The 
4,H pledge \'Jas recited in concert. Rev. 
Roland Miller, our guest spea k cr, sp()k(~ 
on the creed. 

The Llldies' Aid Society huld mect.jnf~G 
regularly, and arc supporting the r:hllrch 
in their usual generous \lJay. A ha kc ,c,;dc 
'\'JJas held rccen tly at the hom c: of M rHo 
Jonathan Davis by the third section. 

Chi1dren's Day v..'as observed under the 
supervision of the superintendent of the 
primary ... department, Mrs. Mary Lewis. A 
fine program W;1S given by the children 
under the leadership of the teachers who 
are Mrs. Letha Gibe, Mrs. Alincb. Davis, 
Misses Florence Harris and Katherine La. w' 
encc. 

Several from our conf.~regation attenJcJ 
the Eastern Association at Plainfield, June 
9,11, 1950. 

A fellowship supper wa5 held In the 
Church basement in charge of the y()unf~ 
peoplc's class. Ma.ny enjoyed the o.;::caslon. 
A bond of feIlo\vship and tics of friend, 
ship are really felt among young and old. 
Strawberry shortcake, salads, relishes, iced 
tea, and ice cream were served. -. Ella T. 
Dolbow, Correspondent. 



NEWS IN THE WORLD OF RELIGION 
. By W. W. Reid 

- The Moravian Church of Great Britain has 
just joi~ed the World Council of Churches, 
bringing the total of member Churches -
Anglican, Orthodox" and Protestant - up' to 
156 in 44 countries. 

o 

The Committee for African Students in North 
America, in which missions (Roman Catholic 
and Protestant), Africans, philanthropy, educa
tion, and other interests are represented, is 
wo~king toward better arrangements for African 
students in North America. There are more than 
four hundred in the country now. A study of 
their situation has been made lJy a, State Depart
ment o1iicial and a British Colonial Office repre
sentative. CASNA and the Institute of Inter
national Education are DOW seeking to finance 
three years'. full services by the institute to 
,present and future African students in this 
continent. "These men. and· WOUlen will' be 
among the future leaders of Attica in the': most 
testing years of its experience," says'Dr. Emory 
l{oss, African specialist of the Foreign. Missions 
Conference. 

Writing from Chungking, wartime capital of 
China. Rev. F. Olin Stockwell. missionary from 
Perry. Okla., says: "We are living in difficult 
times. The American government has tried 
to retain the friendship of the Chinese govern .. 
ment. . •. The one remaining· link that is 
based upon a'n unselfish, honest 4esire to help 
the people of China is the Christian Church. 
Our success or failure does not depend upon 
political events, for we are not dependent, ·upon 
the government. Our success or failure dep~nds 
upon you .and upon me, upo'n whether we are 
willing to continue to give and pray that all 
of us of every color and nationality may be knit 
together in one world brotherhood that super' 
sedes political and economic differences. Our 
faith is that ·in Chrise we are one. Certainly 
this is not the time to deny that faith.'· 

PRE-CONFERENCE RETREAT 

Camp Caesar"W. Va •. 

August 17-20, 1950 

• 
CAMP HOLSTON 

BaHle Creek, Mich. 
1950 

Intermediates - July, ~3-3~ 
Juniors - July 31 - Auaust 2 

-• 
CONFERENCE WELCOME ADDRESS 

President Lloyd D. Seager announces 
that General Conference at Salem, W. Va., 
will open at- 10 a.m., EST, Tuesday, Au' 
gus.t 22, 1950. Rev. Loyal F. Hurley, 
pastor of the Salem Seventh Day Baptist 
Church, will give the addr~s of welcome. 

• 
QUARTERLY MEETING 

The Southern Wisconsin and Chicago 
. Quarterly Meeting sessions will be held 
with the Walworth, Wis., Church July 
14,15, 1950. 

Mrs. Lillian Campbell. 
Milton, Wis. 

RECORDER WANT ADVERnSEMENTS 
. For ·Sale. Help Wanted. and adyertisements of a like 
nature. will be run in this column at ten cents per line 
for' each insertion. minimum chuge ~Oc~ 

Cash must accompany eac:h advertisement. 

FOR LEASE, OR SALE: Small 7,head, estab .. 
lisbed dairy business and general farm. Ample 
acreage for farming, gardening, and dairy 
expansion. A little capital desirable. Geo. A. 
Main, P. O. Box 3, Pomona Park, Fla. 3t 

N'OTES FROM. CONFERENCE COMMtTTEES 
Again ~e of the committee chairmen· who are preparing· for the General 

Conference at Salem would like tc;> remind all people planning to attend that, those 
who want. reservations should contact Edwin Bond; those who want assistance in 
routing should contact Bond Davis; -anyone wanting special banquets should contact 
Kenneth Hulin. The address of each of the above is Salem, W. Va. 

1612 Lawrence Street, 
P~ke~burg, W. Va. 

.. 

Alberta D ... Batson, 
Publicity Chairman. -, 

• 
JULY 17, 1950 

e 

Between the Nieuw Amsterdam and Alfred 

.;. 

At the Stillman-Hubbard home, Plainfield, N. J. 

Left to· right: Mr~. L. H. North. Mrs. William M. Stillrn;m, MH. Fr:Ifl}{ J. 
Hubbard, Mrs. George Thorngate. Linda, Philip, Dr. Gcoq~c Th(Jrnr~atc, 
Kirk Clapper, and Dr. Briar Thorngatc. Photo was t~kcn by L H. North, , 

See article in Mif-!'ionf fection. 




