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. " Ground Breaking Service

'."at the site of the

- Seventh Day Baptist Church,
,7'3"4976 N. Figueroa Street, .

| nghfand Park, Los Angeles,
Cahf., April 1, 1951. '

Photo' by Dale Curtis.

Mic!smnmer progress as shown
by picture taken on August

) 8, 1951. One ‘month .

afterwards, the ordination. .

of Pastor Leon R. Lawton to;i'\
- the Christian mlmstry took

place in the sanctuary. Much
of the work is being done -

‘ by volunteer help._‘\

See Church News from Los .
Angeles on page 223
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Conference President’s Corner

“FHIS NATION UNDER .GOD” . -

It was a happy privilege -and ‘a stimu-
lating Christian experience to be counted
in the estimated three thousand people
that thronged the Taft Auditorium in
Cincinnati, Ohio, Sunday evening, Octo-
ber 7, for the Inaugural Ceremony of the
United Church Men, a General Depart-

ment of the National : Council of the

Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. and
recognize a4 banner inscribed Seventh Day
Baptist General Conference, among twen-

ty-three other banners representing as
many

“This Nation Under God.”

There was no uncertainty as to the

- direction these men were pointing nor

any query as to the philosophy or -re-
ligious faith that prompted the singing
of the /good old hymns “The Church’s
One Foundation,” *Stand Up, Stand Up
for Jesus,” “Faith of Our Fathers!” and
“Blest Be the Tie That Binds.” = .

The General Department of United
Church Men has been organized in order
to give practical expression of their alle-
giance to their Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Christ, through: A

Helping laymen to render a more effec-
tive Christian service in everyday life
and occupation.

Encouraging churchmen to strengthen
the life and work of their local Churches,
their respective denominational agencies,
and the local, state, and national councils
of Churches.

- Providing a means for sharing success-

"ful experiences by agencies for men’s

work of the various Churches.
Encouraging community co-operation

between laymen and ministers of local

Churches of various denominations.

other denominatioiis presenting 'a
~solid front and emphasizing the slogan,

I count it a privilege to recommend to .

our Churches affiliation with the United

Church Men movement and pass on: to

- you the warmth of the handclasp from E.
Urner Goodman, general director, New

York, N. Y., and Lem T. Jones, chairman,
Kansas City, Mo. "

It 'was most encouraging to observe that -

the leadership of this movement was point-
ing. laymen, through the channel of the
Church, into new and richer experiences
with God. - . O.B.Bond,
o 7 Conference President.

P

GNP

T T
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_ _NATIONAL
SECURITY TRAINING CORPS
It was ‘our privilege ‘to attend recently
the fall meeting of the General Com-
mission on Chaplains held at the Chap-

lains Memoridl Building, Washington,
D. C. - | -

The first impression that we received

at this meeting was that we seem to be
almost committed to a program of uni-
versal military training for the United
States of America. The present proposed
bill, if passed, will provide for a National
Security Training Corps. We were rather
startled that there was no question raised
about this nor was there any protest by
denominational representatives present.
As the Chiefs of Chaplains of the Army,
Navy, and Air Force appeared before the
General Commission to give their reports,
it became quite evident that they are an-
ticipating ' the necessity of making plans
to meet the needs of the National Security
Training Corps. It was stated that the
aim will be to provide one chaplain for
every 500 trainees in the corps.

As we understand, if the present legis-
lation is passed, every qualified young man
in our country between the ages of 18 and
25 will give two years of his life to the

defense program. As we have observed -

from time to time the young men who
leave our different communities to report
for induction into the armed services, it
does not require much stretch of the im-
agination to visualize the continuing pro-
cess in the years to come. We can hardly
believe that we have reached the point
of accepting universal military training.
There are those who reason with a good
degree: of common sense that we already
have universal military training in the
form of the Selective Service System. Con-
sequently, why not have the real thing
with all the proposed attendant “‘safe-
guards.” -
The inconsistency of the universal mili-
tary training philosophy is revealed in a
statement made to Chaplain .Charles 1.

Carpenter, Chief of Air Force Chaplains,.
- last summer by the French Chief of Staff:.

“You cannot stop ideas with bullets.”
- The only force that will stop Com-

munism in° its tracks is a superior set -of

ideas. ~ True Christian democracy possesses
superior ideas. When a nation which
accepts-in principle the ideas of Christian
democracy sutrenders those ideas to armed
force, that nation is doomed. And when
that nation is the leadirig nation of the
world, the world is doomed. 4

 The difficulty with the United States of
America is that she has given lip service
to the ideas of Christian democracy and

in practice has allowed Communism to -

take hold of many of the so-called com-
mon peoples of the earth. We are now
in the midst of a revolution of ideas. If
those who have will accept the Christian
discipline of sharing with those who have
not, there is yet a chance.

Three ways lie before us: (1) The prac-
tice of the ideas of Christian democracy;
(2) The armament race in which we find
ourselves of which universal military

~ training would be an augment; (3) Servi-

tude. ,

Number Three is out!
- If we follow Number Two, dissipatio‘h
of wealth and manpower may beat war to
the draw. . |

Only Number One will work in a God-
created world!

Concerning universal military training,
an item in the United Presbyterian for
October 1, 1951, entitled, “Why General
Eisenhower Was Vague,” gives some in-
teresting information: :

Most- of our allies. draft at the age of 20,
according to the testimony ofﬁ Frederick J.
Libby. The facts as summarized from an AP

- dispatch from London, dated January 20, 1951, -

and printed later in American papers are as
follows: |

France starts service at age of 20, for 18 .

- months. .= !

Belgium starts service ‘at’ age of 20/ for 14
months. '

Holland starts service at age of 20, for 12
months. ' ' ‘ '

Norway starts service at ‘age of 20, for 12

inonths.

Britain starts service at age of- 18%, for 247

months. , o S
Portugal ‘starts service at age of 20, for 18

months. S -
Italy starts training at ‘age ‘of 21, for 18

months. =~ = - T |
Iceland has no conscription, no army.
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Luxembourg has one battalion of 2,800 men.
_ Canada has no conscription.

"As we study the foregoing schedule,

what does it mean? It is later than we .

think in the matter of universal military
training.

The Christian Church cannot side-step
her responsibility in this hour of crisis.
Let the Church be the Church in raising
her voice in protest against universal mili-
tary training. Otherwise, the United
States of America will no longer be a
stronghold of freedom but an armed camp.
And the voice of the Church will be
silenced! For, it is “Not by might (army),
nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the
Lord of hosts.” — Zechariah 4: 6.

WILL THE MILITARY LISTEN?

That the culture of the next decade will be
greatly affected by the kind of life America’s
Armed Forces live during the present period of

‘“‘quasi garrison state,” is the belief of Dr. Sher- -

wood Gates, chief of the Office of Community
Service of the Air Force. “Church groups must
be sensitive to what can happen -during these
years to the mind and spiritual attitudes of these
men and to the emotional state of their wives
and dependents,”’ he says. “Top leaders of the
several services are keenly aware that it is their
responsibility to send back to civilian life better
citizens than when these men. enlisted, but this
must be of equal concern to civilians. Military
service in this time of revolution can turn out
to be the finest period in a young man’s life,
but it will require the fullest partnership of
civilian agencies with the Armed Forces. There
is danger that the Church may be willing to
farm out to other organizations the task of
helping a generation to retain its idealism.
Monopoly in any area is bad and monopoly in
the area of the culture and well-being of service
men is dangerous. The Church must not fail.”
W. W. R.

THE SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST
CHURCH OF WILKES-BARRE, PA.
Readers of the Sabbath Recorder will

be interested to learn that the organiza-
tion of- the Seventh Day Baptlst Church
of Wilkes-Barre, Pa., was accomplished on
Sabbath day, October 13. We hope to
publish an artlcle by the clerk of the
Church and an extended account of the
Wilkes-Barre experience next week.

| Statement of
CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE and BELIEF

By Rev. Leon R. Lawton

Past:or, Seventh Day Baptist Church
Los Angeles, Calif. -

(Given at his ordination to the Christian min-
istry held at the Seventh Day Baptist Church,
4976 N. Figueroa Street, Highland Park, Los
- Angeles, Calif.,, on Sabbath day,
September 8, 1951.)

Christian Experience
It is with a deep sense of humility and
with thanksgiving to God for this privi-

Rev. Leon R. Laswton

lege that I give the following statement
of Christian experience and belief.

I was born May 21, 1924, in Battle
Creek, Mich., and it was in that city
that I lived until after graduation from.

high school. In thinking back I cannot

remember a'time that I was not in regular
attendance at the Battle Creek Seventh
Day Baptist Church. Dad did not just -

send me to Sabbath school but took me

and was aa act1ve worker in the Church.
There are many happy

thinks back: of the Sabbath school teachers
who faithfully taught week after week,
of those in the Church who helped in
many ways to guide the young lives, and

of the blessed fellowship that was found :

in the Church circle.. =~ =

memories-as one

-
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Under the kind and lovmg dxrectlon

of Rev. E. M. Holston, I saw my need of

accepting the Lord Jesus -Christ as my
personal Saviour. At the age of twelve I

trusted Christ as my Saviour, was bap--
tized iAn a small lake near: Battle Creek, -
‘and joined the Church. I well remember

the classes that Pastor Holston conducted
just prior to the baptismal service, in
which our questions were answered and
the teachings of the Word made more
plain. In followmg years this instruction
was continued in his Sabbath school class

for boys, in the summer camps, and in

the Christian .Endeavor society.

While yet in high school, the Lord first
spoke to me about entering.the gospel
ministry but I did not heed His: voice

nor tell anyone about this call. Instead,

I became very indefinite in ‘what my life-
work was to be and finally, since history
and social studies were of special interest,
decided that I should enter the field of
teaching. "With this in mind I enrolled

‘at Western Michigan College in the fall

of 1942. My stay there was short, how-
ever, for in the fall of 1943 I was in-

‘ducted into the United States Army.

Because of the teaching of God’s Word
and the dictates of my conscience, I
entered the service as a conscientious
objector and was placed in the medical
department for service. Much could be
related concerning how God led dunng
the almost three years that I spént in
uniform. Neot only was it possible for
me to be free from duty every Sabbath

I was in the serv1ce ‘but He also made it

possible for me to visit our Churches in
England and Holland, making acquaint-
ances and frlendshlps that- always will be
cherished. While in Brussels, Belgium,
I was entertained many times in the home
of a sincere and godly young couple and
the fellowship and spiritual help which
they gave did much to strengthen me in
the things of God.

When the war was over 1 returned to
Battle Creek and again entered college,
still unwilling that God should have His

“way in my life. Shortly after my return

I received a booklet on the ministry from
Rev. H. C. Van Horn but neglected to
read it. Again several ‘weeks later another

"book was sent, thrs tlme Wlth a letter"

of counsel and encouragement It was

_then that I knew that I would be happy in
‘nothing else but in followmg the Lord

and entering ‘His service. That spring
the Battle Creek Church licensed me to
preach and in the fall, after traveling to

‘North Loup, Neb., where I was married

to"Dorothy: Brannon we went to Salem
College, Salem, W. Va,

From there the Lord led me to enroll
in Northern Baptist Theological Seminary
in Chicago, Ill.,, where I learned the dis-
cipline of stud and struggled through
Greek and Hebrew At Northern I had
blessed féllowship with Christian brethren,
both professors and students, and was
able to present to them the Sabbath truth.
It was there that we spent three happy
years. It was there too that we became
tired of city life and looked forward to
serving the Lord in a small community,
but the Lord had other plans.

In January of 1948, Rev. Loyal F. Hur-
ley, pastor of the Chicago Church accepted

‘a call to the Salem, W. Va., Church and"

Melvin Nida and I were called by the
Chicago Church . to serve as co-pastors.
The summer of 1948 was spent working
as assistant pastor with Pastor Hurley in
Salem under the Missionary Board. There
I learned from firsthand experience the
duties of the pastor and the dlrectmg of
a Daily Vacation Bible School. - How
thankful I am for that opportunity to
work with this man of God. Returning
to Chicago in the fall we worked with
the Chicago and the Walworth, Wis.,
Churches, sharing this responsrblhty with

Melvin Nlda and later wrth Robert Lip-
plncott .

Although my semmary trarnlng was not
completed, a call extended by the Los -
Angeles Seventh Day Ba tist Church in
the spring of 1950 was accepted feeling

the leading of God. That fall I entered

California Baptist Theological Seminary .
in Los Angeles and- there. completed my
work for a Bachelor of Divinity degree
and was graduated in June, 1951. Sin-

“cere Christian_gratitude must be given to
the members of the Church who stood by
~their pastor . when his time was taken
‘with “seminary - studies, and espec1ally to
‘Rev. Marian Hargis who served ‘as - asso-
>.c1ate pastor durmg thlS trrne Her help,_
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CHURCH NEWS |
JACKSON CENTER, OHIO. — World

Communion Sabbath was observed in our
Church as follows: at the Friday night
prayer service a laywoman from the

Methodist Church was guest speaker. At

the Sabbath morning worship the Meth-

odist pastor assisted in the worship and
Communion and the experience was rich
indeed. Pastor Sutton also assisted the
Methodist pastor in his service on Sunday
morning.

A -social time was had October 7 fol-
lowing the quarterly Church business
meeting in the Ladies’ Hall. There were
program nembers by the children and the
pastor showed slides of camp, the Con-
ference trip, and of Wisconsin. T. R. S.

ASHAWAY, R. I. — A series of lecture-
sermons on How Science Confirms the
Bible are being given by the pastor each
Sunday evening during September and
October. A lively hymn sing is held at
the beginning of each service and special
music is furnished. Slides and motion
pictures are shown to introduce each lec-
ture. Attendance at these meetings is
good.

A new steam-heating system has been
installed in the parsonage. Other minor
repairs have been made. The campaign
for raising funds for the heating plant
is under way and approxxmately $1,100
has been raised to date.

A barrel was placed in the vestibule
of the Church in which clothing for our
Jamaica brethren was deposited. Over

encouragement, insight, vision, and
grayers have meant much during these
usy months.

The Lord has been gracious to us and
we praise Him for His abounding love,

guidance, and grace as manifest in our
everyday lives.

My statement of belief now follows.
It is a statement of my convictions and
understanding of the Word of God rather
than an attempt to give proof for my
beliefs and is open for revision any time
new light is given by God to better under-
stand His Word. -

(To be continued)

100 pounds of clothing was ‘collected and
sent out the first week of . October.”
Christian Education "Week was ob-

served September 29 - October 6 with a
full week of activities. ‘A meeting was

held on Monday at the Pawcatuck Church
with a number of our Church school
officers and ‘teachers attending. ‘

Seventy attended the Family Night
supper on Tuesday, which was in the
form of a covered dish supper. A beau-
tiful pageant presented by the choir girls
and a sermon, “The Home and the Bible
School,” by Pastor Osborn followed the
supper. Readers for the pageant were
Mrs. Harold Collings, Mrs. Merritt Ken-
yon, and Albert B. Crandall. A number
of special selections by our young people
were also given.

It was Community Night on Thursday
with Churches from the surrounding com-
munities participating. David Finlaw of
the Prov1dence Bible Institute spoke on
the “Aims and Objectives of the Sabbath
School.”

At the Sabbath morning service on
Ogtober 6, the new teachers and officers
for the ensuing year were installed. —
Mrs. Raymond M. Kenyon, Jr., Corre-
spondent.

DODGE CENTER, MINN. — The Dodge
Center Church is to hold special evan-
gelistic services beg1nn1ng the evening of
October 19 and continuing through the
28th. Rev. Francis Saunders of North
Loup, Neb., is to be our evangelist. In
preparation for these services we have
conducted weekly cottage prayer meet-
ings for the past two months. We-are

praying that our Church may reap a great

spiritual harvest.

Pastor Earl Cruzan has resigned to take
the Adams Center, N. Y., pastorate on
January 1.
someone to fill the great vacancy the
Cruzan family’s ‘going will leave in our
midst. — Ardith Greene, Reporter

SALEM, W. VA. — The Salem Seventh

Day Baptlst ‘Church has had various bless-

ings during the year, but an. especially
rich one came during the last days of
September while Rev. Everett. T. Harr1s,
pastor of the First Alfred Church, and
secretary-elect of the Missionary Soc1ety,

We are now hop1ng to find—
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led us f;n a VlSltatron Evangehsm cam-
paign. '

of visitation and a weekend preaching mis-
sion. Beginning on Waednesday mght
September 26; 2 supper was provided -in
the Church for twenty or more people,
following which the visitors went -out two
by two.to call on people in Salem and
community. ‘This continued through Fri-
day night. Each: evening grew in en-
thusiasm as encouraging reports were
brought in, many of the visitors. saying

that. they 1ntended to continue visiting

after the special effort was over. Some
who were hesitant about - speaking to
others concerning Christ and His Church
learned that it was both a pr1v1lege and
a joy.

On. Sabbath morning, September 29,

| Brother Harris brought a message on the

great “Affirmations of the Church.”
Again on Sabbath and Sunday nights he

brought warm gospel messages wh1ch
blessed us all.

Two united with the Church on Sab-

‘bath morning, indifferent members of

the Church were revived in interest, out-
siders began to attend the Churck and
have promised to continue, and needy
lives asked to be remembered in prayer.
We confidently expect more and lasting

‘results to follow those which we have

already seen. Our hearty thanks are due

~ to Brother Harris and the Alfred Church

which .sent him to:us, and.especially to

- our Heavenly Father whoie love so r1chly

blesses all who serve H1m — Loyal F

‘Hurley. |
LOS ANGELES; CALIF. — The Los An-

geles Seventh Day Baptist Church had the
distinct privilege of ordaining its Ppastor,
Leon R. Lawton, to' the Christian ministry

.on Sabbath, September 8, 1951. This
. service was - held at the new Church loca-
tion and in the new sanctuary although
Visitors

construction is still in ‘process.
were present -from neighboring- Seventh

- Day Baptist Churches as well as frrends'
of the Los. Angeles Church.

The ordination council was. called to

order by Elder E. S. Ballenger. ‘Members
serving on the council awere ‘as follows:

.. P. B: Hurley, alternate ‘for. Conference
Pres1dent O ‘B.’ Bond and Dean Ahvaf

Q)

] C. Bond of the Alfred School of The- -

- ~ ology; Miss’ Neva Brannon, Mid-Conti- -
- These days brought us a comblnatlon -

nent Association; Rev. Leon M. Maltby,

- R. C. Brewer, Allie Brewer, Paul Crandall

and Dorotha Brewer ffom vaersxde*
Bertha Becker, Dinuba; Reév. Henry C.
Lewis, Christ’s Church, Los Angeles; Rev. .
Mar1an ‘Hargis, - Venita. Bowman, Sena
Hills, Dr. Rosa W. Palmborg, and Albyn
;Macklntosh representmg the Los Angeles
Church.

= P.B. Hurley was chosen moderator and -
Venita Bowman, clerk.

Rev. Mr. Maitby moved that we follow
the general program as set forth on our
program sheet. The motion was seconded
and carried.

Miss Lois Wells announced that greet-
ings had been received by telegram from:
Dean Bond, Alfred; Mid-Continent Asso-
ciation; Elno Davis, Denver; Brother
Friesen, Dinuba; Mrs. Ritz, Oakland:
A statement of Chr1st1an experience
and belief was read by Pastor Lawton.

Questioning followed- at the end of
which Albyn Mackintosh stated, ““Whereas
we have heard a wonderful statement of
belief, I move the candidate be accepted
for ordination.” The motion was sec-
onded. Pastor Maltby remarked, “'In all
my years I have never heard more clear
and ready answers given.” The council
voted Pastor  Lawton’s acceptance to
‘ordination by a unanimous standing vote.
. The noon hour was spent in meditation,
prayer, thanksg1V1ng, and fastlng

The ordination - sermon was delivered

by Dr. John Bunyan Smith, pres1dent of’

Cahforma Baptist Theologrcal Seminary,
and was most instructive “and inspiring.
He entitled -his message, “A Good Min-
‘ister of Jesus Christ.” He pointed out
that- a good minister must be a-good
man’ ﬁrst The qualities of a good man
are: (1) Physical fitness, (2) Mental fit-
-ness, (3) Spiritual ﬁtness A good ‘min-
‘ister must shun the appearance of evil, be
a good- adm1n1strator and have a good
message C -

'Dr. Smith believes a good message has
four essentials for "a good minister .to
preach: (1) Supernatural Book, (2) Su-
‘pernatural Christ, (3) Supernatural Death,

(4) Supernatural Resurrection. He: pomted_;,_’ o
out that - we are. not saved by the b1rth



of Christ, nor the death of Christ, but_

by His resurrection.

Dr. Smith stated Pastor Lawton fills
these qualifications of a good minister.

The charge to the candidate was given
by Paster Maltby and the welcome to the
ministry by Elder E. S. Ballenger.

This entire Sabbath program was most
insépiring to all, giving encouragement to
rededicate our lives to the service of the
Lord. — Venita Bowman, Clerk.

MILTON, WIS. — The Milton Seventh
Day Baptist Church, in observing Na-
tional Christian Education Week, recog-
nized the continuous service of Professor
L. H. Stringer who has served the Church
as chorister for a quarter of a century.
The education committee of the Church
sponsored a supper at the Church on Sab-
bath, October 6, at 7 p.m., at which time

appropriate exercises were held to com-
memorate this service.

Music was furnished by a quartet con-
sisting of Don Gray, Richard Bond, Ken-
neth Babcock, and Edward Rood. Pro-
fessor B. H. Westlund was the principal
speaker and several others voiced their
appreciation of the services of Professor
Stringer and gave talks on the value of
music as a factor in religious education.
They also mentioned some of the develop-
ments of music in the Milton Seventh Day
Baptist Church during the last 50 years.

Professor Stringer led the group in the
singing of sacred music. Many members
of the choir during the past 25 years were
present. Professor Rood was toastmaster.
— Milton and Milton Junction Courier.

ROCHESTER, N. Y. — Alfred L. Davis
has been named director of public rela-
tions at Rochester Institute of Technology,

Dr. Mark Ellingson, president, announced
on October 9. .

Mr. Davis, who took over the newly
created post on October 1, had been asso-

ciate director of the institute’s Evening-

and Extension Division since 1945. He
joined the institute staff as an instructor
in 1938 after earning a Master’'s degree
in social science at Syracuse University.

He is a graduate of Salem College, Salem,
W. Va.

In 1941, Mr. Davis left RIT to become
chief inspector of the mechanical parts

division at Bausch & Lomb Optical Com-

3

pany, where he orgamzed a trammg pro-
gram in quality control. "He served as
the first president of the Rochester Society
for Quality Control and was one of the
founders of the American Socrety for
Quality Control for which he is now exec-
utive -secretary. He rejoined the RIT
staff in 1945 — Democrat and Chromcle,
Rochester, N. Y., by E. T. H.

(Note: Mr. Davis is active in the

Rochester Fellowship of Seventh Day Bap-

tists and is a member of the Comrmssron
of General Conference)

COMING EVENTS

WESTERN ASSOCIATION
SEMIANNUAL MEETING
The Semiannual Meeting of the Western
Association will convene in the Seventh
Day Baptist Church at Andover,”N. Y.,
Sabbath day, October 27. = .
Mrs. F. J. Pierce,
Corresponding Secretary.

Meetings of Denominational
Boards and Agencues

Missionary Board — Quarterly Meeting,
Sunday, October 28, 2 p.m., at Pawca-
tuck Seventh Day Baptist Church, Wes-
terly, R. 1.

Obetuaries

Jacox. — Lettie Burdick, daughter of Maxson
and Martha Compton Burdick, was born in
West Clarkson on April 9, 1858 and died

at her late home in Alfred N. Y., August
2, 1951.

She was the wife of the late W1lham Jacox

of Alfred who preceded bher in death on May
10, 1948.

Mrs. Jacox was the oldest member of the

First Alfred Seventh Day Baptist Church, join-"

ing by baptism in 1879. She was baptlzed by
Elder Nathan V. Hull and maintained an
active interest and part1c1pat10n in the Church
and rva.rroQ organizations through the years.

Survivors are one daughter, Mrs. William
Sadler of Alfred; three sons, Clarence and John
of Alfred and George of Los Angeles, Calif.;

fifteen grandchildren, forty-two great'grand—’

children, and five greatfgreatfgrandchlldren,
nieces, nephews, and cousins. :

Farewell services were held at the Fu-st:'

Alfred Church by her: pastor, Rev. Everett- T.
Harris, with mterment in Alfred Rural Ceme'

tery. , o E T. H.-
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