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EXODUS 
(Continued from July 23) 

Building the Tabernacle 
Exodus 25--40 

Moses was instructed to build a mov­
able place of worship. The Tabernacle 
was built, and the presence of God was 
manifest in a cloud above it. 

For forty years the Tabernacle was the 
center of religious activity. By the blood 
of continuous sacrifice there was remission 
of sins. The priests acted as the mediator 
between Israel and God. 

The Tabernacle and its worship was a 
shadow of heavenly things to come. 
Christ is our Sacrifice, our High Priest, and 
our Mediator, Hebrews 8-10. 

"Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not 

redeemed with corruptible things, . . . 
but with the precious blood of Christ, as 
a lamb without blemish and without spot." 
1 Peter 1: 18, 19. 

In the court before the Tabernacle was 
placed -the brazen altar upon which the 
sacrifices were made. Between the altar 
and the Tabernacle was a brazen laver for 
the ceremonial waShing of the priests. 

Within the Tabernacle were two rooms. 
The first room, the holy place, contained 
the seven-lamp candlestick, the table of 
shewbread, and the golden altar of in­
cense. The second room, the hQly of 
holies, was divided from the holy place 
by the veil. At the death of Christ this 
veil in the Temple was rent by God sig­
nifying the end of sacrifices. 

Within the holy of holies was the ark 
wherein were the Ten Commandments, a 
pot of manna, and Aaron's rod, Hebrews 
9: 4. This same ark also was later used in 
the Temple. 

LEVITICUS 
"And ye shall be holy unto· me: for I 

the Lord am holy, and have severed you 
from other people, that ye should be 
mine." Leviticus 20: 26. 

uFor the life of the flesh is in the 
blood: and I have given it to you upon 
the altar to make an atonement for your 
souls." Leviticus 1 7: 11. 

"Without shedding of blood is no remis­
sion." Hebrews 9: 22. 

The way to God is by sacrifices; the walk 
with God is by separation from the world. 
The redeemed of God must live holy 
lives to properly worship and fully enjoy 
Him. This is the message of Leviticus. 

(To be continued) 
If you would like a free copy of an 

extended introduction to the Book of Exo­
dus and succeeding books, please send a 
card to O. A. Davis, 1046 W. Taylor 
Street, Phoenix, Ariz. 

BRAILLE SCRIPTURES FOR 
LATIN AMERICA 

The American Bible Society has com­
pleted the New Testament in seven vol­
umes and also the Psalms and Proverbs in 
Spanish Braille for the blind of Latin 
America. Portuguese Braille Scriptures 
for Brazil are also being provided in addi­
tional quantities. - Release. 
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ANNUAL :MEETING 
AMERICAN SABBATH TRAer 

SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY 
The annual meeting of. the members 

<5C1he American Sabbath Tract Society 
of New Jersey, for the election of officers 
and trustees and for the transaction of 
.such business as may properly come be­
fore them, will be held in the Seventh 
Day Baptist Building, 510 Watchung 
Avenue, Plainfield, N. J., on Sunday, Sep­
tember 16, 1951, at two o'clock. 

Franklin A. Langworthy, 
President, 

Frederik J. Bakker, 
Recording Secretary. 

ANNUAL :MEETING 
AMERICAN SABBATH TRAer 

SOCIETY OF. NEW YORK 
The annual meeting of the members 

of the American Sabbath Tract Society 
of New York, for the election of officers 
and directors and for the transaction of 
such business as may properly come be­
fore them, will be held in the Seventh 
Day Baptist Building, 510 Watchung 
Avenue, Plainfield, N. J., on Sunday, Sep­
tember 16, 1951, at two-thirty o'clock. 

Franklin A. Langworthy, 
President, 

Frederik J. Bakker, 
Recording Secretary. 

FIRST ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL 
CHURCHMAN'S EXPOSITION 

The first Annual International Church­
man's Exposition has been announced for 
the Chicago International Amphitheater 
for a six-day run, May 19-24, 1952. 

The Churchman's Exposition will run 
concurrently in Chicago with the Ameri­
can Baptist Convention and the Inter­
national Convention of the Disciples of 
Christ and in co:.operation with the Chi­
cago Baptist Association to aid Churches 
of all faiths in the planning, construction, 
maintenance, and the more effective use of 
Church property. Headquarters for the 
International Churchman's Exposition has 
been established at 19 South LaSalle 
Street, Chicago 3, Ill., say Marcus W. Hin­
son and Joe Vancil, exposition managers. 
- Release. 
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IT MATTERS MIGHTILY! 
It does matter where . we stand on the 

great issues of life. It matters whether 
or not we believe in God. It matters 
whether or not we accept Jesus Christ as 
our Saviour and Lord. It matters whether 
or not we allow the Holy Spirit to enter 
our lives and guide our decisions. It 
matters mightily! 

It does matter whether or not our faith 
is growing stronger experience by experi­
ence. Life is a training ground, a testing 
field. Life is not a "blind alley" al­
though we go about it blindly at times. 
It is not a ttsoldiering on the job," ttpass_ 
ing the buck" adventure. It is a glorious, 
grand search after truth and righteousness 
and a constant endeavor to live sacrifically 
in terms of the highest discovery. Life's 
highest discovery is Jesus Christ who re­
veals truth and righteousness in their 
highest forms. 

One source of truth and righteousness in 
their highest forms is the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Anyone who has seen the light of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ will not delib­
erately turn again to the works of darkness. 
That is, he will not knowingly serve Satan, 
as long as he allows that light to shine in 
and through his life. But let him begin to 
dabble in the works of darkness, only the 
everlasting love of a merciful God will 
save him. 

When the light of the glorious Gospel 
of Jesus Christ shines into our lives, there 
will come the spiritual insight by which 
to meet the issues of life. There will come 
the spiritual strength by which to become 
ttmore than conquerors through him that 
loved us." Romans 8: 37. 

It is as simple as that but it means just 
that. It means that we have but two 
choices-one, a self-directed life, the other, 
a God~directed life. The choice is ours. 
If we choose the self-directed life, it will 
lead to unhappiness, frustration, and death. 
If we choose the God-directed life, it will 
lead to happiness, fulfillment, and life. 
Those who know the thrill and jqy of the 
God-directed life will not desert it for that 
of self-direction. 
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Why, then, are not multitudes turning 
to God to direct their lives? Multitudes 
are ! Yet, the pressures of the world today 
'and the attempt tc transfer certain features 
of the self-directed life to the God-directed 
life account for the confusion of the minds 
and hearts of some Christians, both old 
and new. 

It matters mightily whether or not our 
lives become completely yielded to God's 
direction. It matters to us who have ac­
cepted Christ and it will matter to those 
who may come to Christ through us. 

Are our lives self-directed or God­
directed? 

It matters mightily! 

THE LAST SPECIAL ISSUE 
As readers of the Sabbath Recorder 

know, this is the last special issue to be 
published. Begun under the editorship of 
K. Duane Hurley, now president of Salem 
College, Salem, W. Va., as a "special evan­
gelistic number," the first issue appeared 
on November 4, 1946. 

In the regular issue ·of October 7, 1946, 
Mr. Hurley commented editorially as fol­
lows: 

teAt the September meeting of the Tract 
Board a project was authorized whereby 
the first issue of each month will be a 
special evangelistic number. No items of 
strictly local or denominational interest -
so-called 'family matters' - will be in­
cluded in these monthly specials. Rather, 
all of the material will be written with 
the public in mind. The intention will 
be to provide a wide variety of articles 
with strong general interest and a definite 
evangelistic appeal." 

Further, in the Sabbath Recorder for 
November 11, 1946, Editor Hurley wrote: 

"The first monthly special issue of the 
Sabbath Recorder has been printed and 
distributed. It was a historic event, we 
sincerely hope, marking the beginning of 
increased service by the publication to the 
denomination and the inception of a period 
of growth for the denomination. 

uIn spite of numerous threatened diffi­
culties (trucking strike, etc.), the Novem­
ber 4 issue came nearer meeting desired 
specifications for color and content than 



, 
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we dared hope. Chances are that forth­
coming specials will follow a similar gen­
eral pattern, constantly improving as you, 
the readers, make helpful suggestions." 

And now, five years, save one month, 
after its inception as a special issue, it 
is to be discontinued. Several factors have 
led to this decision by the Board of Trus­
tees of the American Sabbath Tract Society. 
Among others which might be mentioned 
are two, namely: (1) the necessity to cut 
the publication cost of the Sabbath Re­
corder at certain points; and (2) the serious 
difficulty in securing suitable material by 
our own writers. 

A ray of hope for those who have so 
faithfully distributed copies of the special 
issues is seen in the consideration that the 
Commission and the Tract Board are giv­
ing to a proposal to publish a magazine­
type paper, undated, which will include 
Bible studies, Sabbath articles and sermons, 
and evangelistic and missionary material. 
Nothing definite can be stated at this 
writing, however. 

We wish to thank individuals, Churches, 
societies, and groups for their support of 
the Sabbath Recorder special issue phase 
of the One Hundred Sabbaths of Service 
program. 

As we close this chapter of Seventh Day 
Baptist history - that of four years and 
eleven months' duration - we hope that 
the ministry of the special issues will ex­
tend much beyond their discontinuance 
date and that the decision to discontinue 
IS In keeping with our Heavenly Father's 
will. 

BUFFALO FELLOWSHIP 
The Buffalo Fellowship wishes to give 

an invitation to anyone interested in 
Sabbathkeeping and in seeking better 
financial opportunities in a metropolitan 
area to consider Buffalo. We are a small 
group meeting every third Sabbath of the 
month but very interested in growth. 
Visitors are always welcome. Our secre­
tary and treasurer is Graydon Monroe at 
159 Potomac Avenue, Buffalo 13, N. Y. 
His phone is Grant 8359. He would be 
glad to receive any requests for further 
information. 
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By MIZPAH S. GREENE 

Do you know, girls and boys, that the 
most wonderful book in the world is the 
Bible? I hope day by day as you learn 
to read it you will love it more and more 
as I do. I read a verse about it the other 
day and I will write it here for you. I 
hope that you will learn it and discover 
how true it is, for it says about the Bible: 

It is full of the stories of Jesus 
You love to hear, 

Things you will ask Him to tell 
You if He were here; 

Stones of how little children 
Stood round His knee, 

Stones of dear little babies -
And stories of the sea; 

Beautiful stories of God~s love 
For you and me. 

And did you ever think that the Bible 
is full of pictures? Here is one of them. 
It is night. The moon is at its brightest 
and the stars are twinkling above the shep­
herds as they watch over their flocks of 
sheep and lambs, protecting them from all 
danger. The sky grows brighter and from 
it comes a beautiful angel all clothed in 
white and singing, "Unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Saviour:· 

Then many, many angels appear to the 
wondering shepherds singing that won­
derful song, "Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward 
men." 

These verses show you that there are 
beautiful pictures in the Bible if you look 
for them as you read and learn these 
verses. 

And as our verse tells us, the Bible is a 
story book as well as a picture book. It 
is a book of songs as well. The songs that 
we sing in Church are the Psalms. Open 
your Bible and find them. 
" We all love to read letters from our 
f~iends and loved ones and, do you know, 
the Bible has many wonderful letters, let­
ters full of joy and comfort. 

And, of course, the Bible is a lesson 
book. It tells us to love and be kind to 

(Continued on back cover) 
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By REV. A. L. DAVIS 

It has long been my conviction, arrived 
at after years of study and investigation, 
that no harmony of the last week in Jesus· 
life is possible without doing violence to 
the Biblical records and the teachings of 
Jesus, if the traditional interpretation is 
to be maintained. The Jews had two new 
year days - Nisan (March-April) for the 
sacred year, and Tishra (September-Octo­
ber) for the civil year. The sacred year 
was determined by the annual festival, the 
Passover. This could fall on any day of 
the week. The Old Testament law estab­
lishing the Passover reads: HIn the tenth 
day of the month they shall take to them 
every man a lamb ... a lamb for a house­
hold. . .. Your lamb shall be without 
blemish ... and ye shall keep it until the 

/ fourteenth day of the same month; and 
the whole assembly of the congregation of 
Israel shall kill it at even. . .. And they 
shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with 
fire, and unleavened bread .... " Exodus 
12: 3-8. ' 

HAnd on the fifteenth day of the same 
month is the feast of unleavened bread 
unto the Lord: seven days ye shall eat un­
leavened bread. In the first day ye shall 
have a holy convocation: ye shall do no 
servile work." Leviticus 23: 6, 7. 

It seems perfectly clear from these rec­
ords that we have here two institutions, or 
rather two divisions of the great feast, 
covering a period of eight days. The first 
division of this eight-day celebration con­
sisted of a single day, the fourteenth, with 
its evening meal, which of course was held 
after sundown on the thirteenth.' The 
second division was the Feast of Unleav­
ened Bread which began on the fifteenth 
(after sundown on the fourteenth) and 
lasted seven days. The first day of Un­
leavened Bread (Nisan 15) was the Pass­
over. It was a Sabbath in which no servile 
work was to be done. The Passover Sab-

bath was regarded more sacred than the 
weekly Sabbath. If the Passover should 
fall on the day following the Sabbath (first 
day), then such work as was necessary 
to make ready the Passover was permitted 
on the Sabbath. In other words the law 
regulating labor on the Sabbath was sus­
pended when it related to the needs of 
the Passover Sabbath. 

In our Lord's time, sometimes the entire 
period of eight days was spoken of as the 
Passover, or again as the Feast of Un­
leavened Bread. (See Matthew 26: 17; 
Mark 14: 1; Luke 22: 1.) The days of 
Unleavened Bread followed the Passover, 
but since they ate unleavened bread on the 
fourteenth as well as the fifteenth they 
often termed -the fourteenth "the first day 
of unleavened bread." We should not 
allow the looseness in which the terms are 
sometimes used to confuse the major ques­
tion involved. 

Another fact should be kept in mind: 
The day on which the lamb was eaten 
(Nisan 14) was called Preparation Day, 
which of course began at sundown on the 
thirteenth. In the earlier history of the 
Passover feast the lamb _.was slain in the 
evening; but later when the crowds had 
grown so large at: .the Passove~ season t!te 
priests had to begIn slaughterIng by mId­
afternoon on the thirteenth. Josephus 
estimates that on one occasion as many as 
250 000 lambs were slaughtered. ' 

That the fourteenth has definite sanction 
as the P reparation Dar, both J,?hn an~ 
Mark furnish r the testtmony. Now It 
was the Preparation for the Passover 
(Passover Sabbath): it was about the sixth 
hour." John 19: 14. "And when even was 
now come, because it was the Preparation, 
that is, the day before the sabbat.h (Pass­
over Sabbath) ... Joseph of Anmathaea 
... asked for the body of Jesus:' Mark 
15: 42, 43. 
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"From six o'clock of the thirteenth to 
six o'clock on the fourteenth was called 
the Preparation of the Passover." (Mc­
Clintock and Strong's Encyclopedia, Vol. 
7, p. 737.) 

I have chosen to use the Hebrew month, 
Nisan, in the discussion of the Passion 
Week for the very reason that the date is 
constant, always beginning on the evening 
of Nisan fourteenth regardless of the day 
of the week. 

The day of celebration was determined by the 
condition of the harvest. If this did not promise 
in the twelfth month to be ready to be gathered 
in four weeks, and the animals were not yet suf .. 
ficiencly grown for sacrifice. then the month was 
declared intercalary, and a thirteenth was added. 
This question was settled by the Sanhedrin. . . . 
The opening of the month was proclaimed by 
them. This took place when messengers came 
who had actually seen the new moon. (H.D.B., 
Vol. III. Art. Passover.) 

But the time is not so easy to determine 
when our modern calendar is used. At 
first Christians celebrated the Passover at 
the regular time, regarding Christ as the 
Paschal Lamb. At the Council of Nicea, 
A.D. 325, after a bitter controversy, it was 
decided that Easter should be held on Sun­
day, but the council did not fix the par­
ticular Sunday, leaving the matter for the 
Bishop of Alexandria to determine. 
Finally, in the seventh century it was de­
termined to celebrate Easter on the Sun­
day following the fourteenth of the cal­
endar moon which came on or after the 
vernal equinox which was fixed for March 
21. But this is not always the astronomical 
moon. So it was determined by certain 
intricate rules adopted by ecclesiastical 
authority. Hence in the Western Churches 
Easter cannot occur earlier than March 22, 
nor later than April 25. The Eastern 
Church never has accepted the Western 
position. 

All of this, plus other matters, enters 
into the problem of arranging the date 
of Passion Week, if we try to use March 
or April. To illustrate: In this table of 
the last week I have used Nisan through­
out - Friday, Nisan 9, to Sunday, Nisan 
18. Another commentator designates this 
same week: Friday, March 9, to Sunday, 
March 18. While Stevens and Burton 
(Harmony of the Gospels) put the Passion 
Week, Sunday, April 2, to Sunday, April 9. 
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The Bible definitely sets the date for the 
Passover as Nisan 15. But as previously 
stated, since the date was determined by 
the moon month of Nisan, the Passover 
was determined without regard to the day 
of the week. The Gospel of John fur­
nishes us the date from which to proceed. 
It says: "Jesus therefore six days before 
the Passover came to Bethany:· (Johp. 12: 
1.) This reckoning would place Jesus in 
Bethan y on Nisan 9th. Since Jesus came 
that day from Jericho, Friday, Nisan 9, is 
the only day that can meet the conditions. 
Edersheim says: "Jesus arrived in Bethany 
six days before the Passover - that is on 
Friday. The day after was the Sabbath, 
and they made Him a supper. It was a 
special festival meal of the Sabbath." (The 
Life and Times of Jesus, Vol. 2, p. 357 -
Longmans.) 

There are authorities who contend that 
the crucifixion fell on Friday, Nisan 14, 
with the supper being held Thursday night 
(after sundown). Others contend that the 
crucifixion was Friday, Nisan 15, with the 
supper following it. (H.D.B., Vol. 1, Art. 
Chronol.) Of course Nisan 15 could not 
be Nisan 14, or vice versa in any particular 
year. This discrepancy is accounted for 
(possibly) by the fact that one group 
argues for A.D. 29, and the other A.D. 30. 

In either case the data are irreconcilable 
with Biblical records. If Friday is Nisan 
15, then the crucifixion was on the Pass­
over Sabbath. Six days before, or Nisan 
9, Jesus would be on His way from Jericho 
to Bethany, a fifteen-mile journey on· the 
Sabbath. It is unthinkable! If Friday is 
Nisan 14, then Nisan 15 is both the Pass­
over Sabbath and the weekly Sabbath. This 
often happened. But if Nisan 15 is the 
Sabbath day, then Nisan 9 is Sunday when 
Jesus would be on His way from Jericho 
to Bethany. This too is impossible! 

Let us notice further the dilemma of 
the traditionalists. (a) The Triumphal 
Entry must be made on Sunday. So Jesus, 
His disciples, and others are left in camp 
at Bethany over the Sabbath, practically 
within sight of the Temple in Jerusalem. 
(b) The Friday crucifixion must be main­
tained, so they find nothing for Jesus to 
do on Wednesday; He is left in retirement. 
( c) The arrest, trial, crucifixion are all 
crowded into a space of about. nine hours. 

1 
I. 

... 
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According to their theory these must occur 
on Friday. This necessitates eating the 
Passover supper after sunset on Thursday 
which is Friday, Nisan 16. Thus the sup­
per follows the Passover instead of pre­
ceding it. (This arrangement is followed 
by Stevens and Burton in their Harmony 
of the Gospels.) 

119 

Sunday, Nisan 11 (sundown Saturday to sundown 
Sunday). Jesus came from Bethany to Jeru .. 
salem. On the way He cursed the barren fig tree. 
Cleansed the temple. Returned to Bethany. 
Mark 11: 12 .. 19. 

Monday, Nisan 12 (sundown Sunday to sundown 
Monday). Jesus left Bethany for Jerusalem. 
Found the fig tree withered. Mark 11: 20. 
Taught the people and foretold His second com" 
ing. Mark 13: 1,37. Matthew 22-25. An .. 
nounces that after two days is the Passover. 

Positive Evidence - M h 26 1 2 att ew : ~ . 
Now let us look at the positive evidence Tuesday, Nisan 13 (sundown Monday to sundown 

we have touching the last week in Jesus' Tuesday). Jesus anointed in the house of Simon 
lif the leper. Matthew 26: 6 .. 13. (This if held after 

~~ys John, "Jesus therefore six days be- sundown Monday is Tuesday.) Arrangements 
made for the Passover supper. Matthew 26: 

fore the Passover came to Bethany." John 17 ... 19. 

12: 1. This is Friday, Nisan 9. Again he Wednesday, Nisan 14 (sundown Tuesday to sun' 
says, "On the next day much people that down Wednesday). Wednesday is preparation 
were come to the feast, when they heard day for the Sabbath (Passover Sabbath). !he 
that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, took Passover lamb is eaten after sunset Tuesday mght 

which is the beginning of Wednesday. The 
branches of palm trees, and went forth to lamb was to be slain, and the flesh eaten on the 
meet him .... U John 12: 12, 13. This night of the fourteenth, which would be after 
is palm Sabbath. Notice the account of. sunset Tuesday. Exodus 12: 3 .. 7: "Now whe~ 
the Triumphal Entry as ,recorded by the 1"". the even was come, he sat down wlth the t:v.:dve. 

. h I h Matthew 26: 20. After the supper, the ordmance 
four Gospels; John IS t e. on y one ~ at of humility. John 13: 4,17. The Lord~s Supper 
dates the record. He says It was on Nlsan instituted. Matthew 26: 26 .. 29. 
10, the Sabbath day. Then came the Gethsemane, the betrayal, 

Following His triumphal entry into arrest, trial. etc. Matthew 26: 36, 47! 48. 5.7. 
"A d J d His crucifixion' death about 3 p.m., With bunal 

jerusalem, Mark says! n· esus entere just before sun'set. The Passover Sabbath drew 
Into Jerusalem, and Into the temple: and on. Matthew 27. .. .. And Mary Magdalene and 
when he had looked round about upon Mary the mother of Joses beheld where he was 
all things, and now the eventide was laid:~ Mark 15: 47. 
come he went out unto Bethany with the Thursday, Nisan 15 (sundown Wednesday to 
twel~e." Mark 11: 11. He says nothing sundown Thursday). The Passover Sabbath, 
about cleansing the temple. Why? It or high- day. John 19: 31. Pilate sealed the to~b; 

for Jesus had said, "'After three days I will nse 
was the Sabbath day; no money changers again.n Matthew 27: 62 .. 66. 
were there. The cleansing came next day. 

A d h h Friday, Nisan 16 (sundown Thursday to sundown 
Mark says so: H n on t e morrow, w en Friday). Women prepared spices to anoint the 
they were come from Bethany ... And they body of Jesus and rested (after sundown) accord, 
come to Jerusalem: and Jesus went into ing to the fourth commandment. Luke 23: 56. 

the temple, and began to cast out them that Saturday, Nisan 17 (sundown Friday to su~down 
sold and bought in the temple ... U Mark Saturday). The weekly Sabbath.· Jesus In the 
11:. 12-17. Uheart of the earth ... • The earth q uakbe

b
, anhd the 

d . I t empty tomb. UIn the end of the sa at '.' 
The following iagram, as It re ates 0 behold there was a great earthquake: for the 

the last week in Jes~' life, I trust ma~ be angel of the Lord ..• came and rolled back the 
instrumental in clearing up many pOInts stone from the door:~ Matthew 28: 1. 2. The 
related to the questions under discussion. sign of His Messiahship is fulfilled. "'As Jonah 

was three days and three nights in the belly of 
the whale; so shall the Son of man be thre~ 
days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 
Matthew 12: 40. 

Friday Nisan 9 (sundown Thursday to ~undown 
Friday). Jesus and His disciples, on theIr way to 
Jerusalem for the Pa.s.sover, stop at Betl?-any ~here 
they make Him a supper, and Jesus 18 anOInted 
for His burial. John 12: 1 .. 7. 

Saturday, N"ISaD. 10 (sundown Friday to sun .. 
down Saturday). Th~ Passover lamb wa~ chosen 
on the tenth day. Exodus 12: 3. The Tnumphal 
Entry into Jerusalem. John 12: 12 .. 15. Inthe 
evening He returned to Bethany. ~rk 11: 11. 

Sunday Nisan 18 (sundown Saturday to sundown 
Sundai> . The announcement of the Resurrec ... 
bon. The women appear at the tomb early Sun .. 
day morning, only to find t~7 to~b ~mpty. "n? 
to hear the announcement: He IS rIsen; he 18 

not here: behold the place where they laid him.n 
Mark 16: 1 .. 8; Luke 24: 1,6. 



120 THE SABBATH RECORDER 

By COLONEL J. B. CONYERS 

We human beings are very much alike. 
We are loath to give up any belief or 
tradition that has been passed on to us 
by our parents or others, who in turn 
received it from their forebears. We are 
prone to heap criticism, sarcasm, and even 
harsh words on the head of the person who 
blasts some tradition or event which we 
have always believed and cherished, even 
though he proves to our satisfaction that 
it is false. Somehow we seem to ascribe 
more wisdom to our ancestors than to 
men today, and feel that if they accepted 
some doctrine or traditional event, they 
were perhaps better versed in it, or about 
it, than we are, and therefore we would 
do well to follow in their tracks. Or is 
it that we are too indifferent to bother our­
selves to investigate; or is it that we allow 
prejudice to blind our eyes to actual 
TRUTH? 

An unknown author has written: 
. "Prejudice is pre-judgment, opinion 

WIthout thought, conclusion without evi­
dence, determination without investigation, 
condemnation without a trial. 

"The word, prejudice, is the black sheep, 
the outcast, the repulsive degenerate of 
th.e royal family of words. 

"Prejudice is the mockery of justice, the 
t~ief of reputation; it found the fagots, 
hghted the fires of martyrdom all around 
the world. It stoned Stephen, imprisoned 
Paul, cast Daniel into'the lions' den, bathed 
Gethsemane in tears, wove the crown of 
thorns, reared the cross, and crucified the 
Messenger of God." 

We sometimes, unwittingly, allow our 
minds to be biased or prejudiced by early 
teachings, which we have taken for granted 
were correct, because of the implicit con­
fidence we had in our teachers, assuming 
that they knew whereof they spoke; and 
in this confidence, sometimes, and in some 
things, we have firmly held to uninvesti­
gated doctrines, and have believed error, 

while our minds have been closed to posi­
tive TRUTH. 

We should not be so, however. Our 
minds should be open to learn the TRUTH, 
and not be closed to any new light that 
might come. We ought to receive the 
LIGHT as it comes to us, and if we dis­
cover error, we should be quick to dismiss 
it from our religious belief and practice 
and break a~ay from tradition and error, 
if it conflicts with the TRUTH, as dis­
closed by God's Word, the Bible. 

Martin Luther broke away from his re­
ligious training and belief although it had 
been inculcated in him since his childhood, 
and many people followed him, but· by 
far the most of the people condemned him 
and would not accept his theories, his 
teachings, or his doctrines. Nevertheless, 
millions of Christians today owe their 
form of faith and practice to Martin Lu­
ther and the fact that their own forebears 
had open minds and could be convinced 
about certain truths and doctrines from 
the Bible; all they asked was Bible proof 
to substantiate it. 

Just so we should be today. We should 
be willing to drop any belief to which we 
h?-ve clung tenaciously in t?e past, pro­
vtded we cannot be shown Btble authority 
for it. Further, we would do well to 
accept, adopt, and embrace any belief or 
teaching that is clearly shown by the Bible 
to be God's will for us and revelation to 
us - that is, if we believe the Bible to be 
the inspired Word of GOD. 

N ow let us look into the matter of the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ. We have 
been taught that He was put in the tomb 
on Friday and rose from the tomb early on 
the first day of the week, which day we 
now call Sunday. Nothing could be farther 
from the truth than such a teaching. This 
matter concerns the Son of God, and to 
teach something about Christ that is false 
is a serious matter, even more so when it 
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contradicts His own words, as we shall see 
later. Such a teaching, as stated above, 
is NOT found in the Bible; it is the in­
vention of man, and inspired by the 
Devil himself to discredit Christ, for old 
Satan would do anything to discredit 
Christ! 

As years have passed by, and the indif­
ference of man has increased, this teaching 
has obtained a foothold in practically every 
religious body and in almost every home, 
being passed on from parent to child as 
TRUTH, when it actually disputes the 
word of Jesus Christ Himself about the 
length of time He would remain in the 
earth ! Would you want to continue to 
teach contradiction to Christ? Then read 
on, and see wherein the contradiction is 
being taught today by people who should, 
perhaps, know better, but who seemingly 
are too indifferent to investigate the facts. 

In Matthew 12: 40, we find Christ's 
own words as follows: UAs Jonas was three 
days and three nights in the whale's belly; 
so shall the Son of man be three days and 
three nights in the heart of the earth:' 

Do you not suppose that Christ knew 
what He was talking about when He said 
Uthree days and three nightsU ? Could 
it be possible that He was joking about 
such a serious matter, and that He meant 
only a part of two or three days and only 
two nights? 

Let us try to reason this matter out. 
Of one thing we may be sure: He either 
meant it, or He didn't mean it. If He 
didn't mean it, then how can one tell 
whether He meant anything else He is 
reported as saying in the Bible, for in­
stance, about salvation? If He did mean 
it, then it must be true that He stayed 
three whole days and three whole nights 
in the tomb, or a total of seventy-two 
hours. 

We have now arrived at a basis for cal­
culation, which does not take a theologian 
or a scholarly person, to see and under­
stand. If we can find out when Christ 
rose from the tomb (from the Bible only), 
we can figure back seventy-two hours, and 
we shall have the time of His burial, and 
the day of the week on which He was 
buried. To do this, that is, find out the 
time of His burial, we must examine the 
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only available accounts of His Resurrec­
tion, just as any witness would be ex­
amined in a CO!..lrt of inquiry. What 
accounts are there? 

The four Gospels tell us all we know 
about the burial and Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ - Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John. We ask them one by one the ques­
tion, "When did Christ rise from the 
tomb?" One by one they all say, ttl don-t 
know; we were not there, nor were we 
told by Christ, when He rose from the 
tomb, other than, what He said about it 
before He was crucified," which you will 
find in Matthew 12: 40 ( quoted before). 
They tell only when the tomb was dis­
covered to be em pty by those who went 
there. The angel did not roll away the 
stone from the mouth of the tomb to let 
the Son of God out - preposterous! He 
rolled the rock back to show all the people 
that the Son of God had already risen, 
so that all the people could see the tomb 
empty and then could believe that He 
had arisen. For the angel said, "He is 
not here, for he is risen, as he said. Come 
see the place where the Lord lay." Mat­
thew 28: 6. 

No indeed! A door did not have to be 
opened to let the Son of God come forth! 
Christ arose, as He said He would, three 
days and three nights (seventy-two hours) 
from the time that His broken body was 
laid in the tomb by loving hands. The 
angel rolled the stone away so that human 
beings could see and bear witness that the 
tomb was empty and that Christ had arisen 
U as he said." 

So then, we do not find in the Bible 
when Christ arose from the tomb, but 
surely it must have been before the tomb 
was found to be empty! 

If the four Gospels named aboye do 
not disclose the exact time of the Resur­
rection, then how shall we determine the 
time of the Resurrection? We cannot 
determine the exact time, perhaps, but 
we can determine the approximate time; 
that is, we can determine the time limit 
before which He must, of necessity, have 
arisen, since we are agreed that the Bible 
is the inspired Word of God and speaks 
the TRUTH. None of the Gospels tells 
when Christ arose; they merely tell when 
the tomb was discovered to be empty. In 
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other words, they tell only of the dis­
covery of the Resurrection. It naturally 
follows that the actual Resurrection had 
to take place before the first person dis­
covered the tomb to be empty - isn"t that 
right? 

Matthew says (Matthew 28: 1) that "in 
the end of the sabbath" Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary came to the tomb and 
found it empty. Mark, Luke, and John 
each tell of visits to the tomb early the 
next morning, when the persons also 
found it empty. Now if it was empty the 
night before, of course they found it 
empty the next morning. If the Resur­
rection occurred before the first visit, that 
of Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, 
which was HIn the end' of the sabbath" 
(mind you, not after the end of the 
Sabbath), then how could it have hap­
pened early the next morning? It had 
already occurred and had been discovered 
the day before. The Sabbath spoken of 
here is the seventh day of the week -(our 
Saturday), and the wording is plain, "In 
the end of the sabbath,'" not after the end 
of the Sabbath. The weeki y Sabbath had 
not passed yet, but evidently it was just 
about the time for it to be passing. Now 
if this account had read "After the end of 
the sabbath,'" it would have been on the 
first day of the week; but, if the tomb was 
found to be empty before the Sabbath had 
passed, then the Resurrection must have 
occurred sometime during the Sabbath day 
and not on the first day of the week, which 
comes after God's Sabbath day has passed. 

Let me remind you here that in Jewish 
times, when Christ was on earth, the old 
day ended, and th,e new day began, at 
sundown (approximately six O'clock), but 
remember also, that they had no watches 
or clocks in those days to tell when mid­
night came, so as to mark the beginning 
of another day. This is man"s invention 
and a change from God's reckoning of 
time of day. 

This same verse, Matthew 28: 1, uses 
the translation from the original Greek 
(King James Version), «Cas it began to 
dawn toward the first day of the week." 
Many take that word "dawn" to mean early 
in the morning, but this is a mistake. It 
here means "beginning" and has the same 
meaning, and use, as the word «Cdawn" in 
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the following well-known expressions, 
"The dawn of the twentieth century," 
"The dawn of a new era,"~ etc.; neither of 
these expressions, in using the word 
"dawn," refers to a time of day, but, in 
such a use, it refers to, and means, a "be­
ginning."" In the light of this evident 
meaning, the above translation from the 
original Greek can be made, without doing 
violence to the Scriptures, etas it began 
to begin the first day of the week." With 
such a translation, it gives the correct idea 
of the passing of the Sabbath and the be­
ginning ~f the first day of the week, which 
is not at any set time by the clock, but 
changes daily as the sun changes its time 
of setting. In Leviticus we find the cor­
rect time for observing God's Sabbath; it 
reads, ""- from even unto even, shall ye 
celebrate your sabbath" (Leviticus 23: 32). 

Now let us figure back from just about 
sundown (or even) on the seventh day 
of the week (God's Sabbath) for seventy­
two hours; this will bring us back to the 
fourth day of the week (Wednesday). 
The Scriptures say that they hastened to 
bury Jesus because the sabbath approached. 
So they buried 'Him just before another 
sabbath "dawned," or began. This sab­
bath referred to was not the weekly Sab­
bath (seventh day). It was the Passover 
sabbath, which came only once a year. It 
came on the same day of the month each 
year, but it varied in the day of the week 
on which it came each year (as, for ex­
ample, the Fourth of July, or the twenty­
fifth of December, or your own birthday), 
and John refers to it (in John 19: 31) as 
uan high day." Also in John 19: 14, we 
find that it was the preparation of the 
Passover (meaning the day before the 
Passover sabbath, for the Jews would not 
work on any sabbath. They prepared 
everything the day before.) On the day 
following this Uhigh day" sabbath, we 
find that the women brought spices and 
ointments (Luke 23: 56), something they 
would not have done on the Sabbath; then 
the same verse says, • C and rested the sab­
bath day according to the commandment:· 
This latter Sabbath referred to here is 
the weekly Sabbath, God's Sabbath (fourth 
commandment), the day we call Satur­
day. 

J 
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Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
came to the tomb about the time for the 
Sabbath to pass. They did not wait till 
the next day, or early in the morning, for 
they probably had enough twilight to see 
to get out to the tomb. They wanted to 
get there to put the spices and ointments 
on the body as soon as possible. Remem­
ber it had been some time now since Christ 
died, but they had not yet had the oppor­
tunity to put the ointment and spices on 
the body because of the intervention of 
the Passover sabbath and the weekly Sab-
b~h., -

A close study of the four Gospel ac­
counts will reveal that there were several 
visits to the tomb, but in each instance the 
visitors found the tomb empty. The Resur­
rection had already happened before they 
got there. It therefore follows that the 
nearest time we can arrive at the time of 
the Resurrection is that it must have oc­
curred before the first visit, which as we 
have already seen was Hln the end of the 
sabbath"' Matthew 28: 1. We conclude, 
therefore, that the Resurrection occurred 
late on the Sabbath day (our Saturday), 
the seventh day of the week, just exactly 
-seventy-two hours after Christ's body was 
laid in the tomb, "late on Wednesday," 
the day before the Passover sabbath, whic.!t 
was Han high day" each year for the Jews. 
The Passover came each year on the same 
day of the month (14 Nisan, Leviticus 23: 
5) but not always on the same day of 
the week, as we have already shown. 

Today, many honest believers claim to 
observe "Sunday," the first day of the 
week, as a holy day because they believe 
Christ rose on _ that day. We think that 
we have pointed the way for a further 
study for them. Christ neither rose on 
that day from the tomb, nor did God 
sanctify it and make it a holy day, and 
command us to observe it as He did the 
seventh day of the week" God's Sabbath, 
which we now call Saturday. Man can­
not make a day holy, when man is not 
holy himself! Therefore, there is no sa­
credness to Sunday, either as the day of 
Christ's Resurrection, or because it is a 
holy day. 

Now let us illustrate. Even if Christ 
had risen on the first day of the week, 
He did not tell us to ,forget and disobey 
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the fourth commandment of God to keep 
the Sabbath day holy, and instead to cele­
brate the day on which He ros~, as a 
memorial to His Resurrection, every week 
in the year, for He left a memorial to His 
death, burial, and Resurrection in baptism 
(immersion), to be celebrated each time 
a new soul comes into the kingdom 
through belief in Jesus Christ. God"s 
command is plain: "Remember the sabbath 
day to keep it holy:' Exodus 20: 8-11. 
Christ would not sanction our forgetting 
God's Holy Sabbath; He would not set 
up one day of worship for His believers 
and followers different from God's speci­
fied day, for Christ said that He and the 
Father were one. John 17: 11, 22. No, 
my friend, you would do well to look into 
this matter seriously, for Christ said in 
Mark 7: 7, "Howbeit, in vain do they 
worshi p me, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men:" Somewhat the 
same words of His are recorded in Mat­
thew 15: 9. The substitution of Sunday, 
or the first day of the week, in the place 
of God's Sabbath is purely a "command­
ment of men," for it certainly cannot be 
shown, or proved, by the Bible. As a 
matter of history, it might be well to say 
here that the first recorded attempt we 
find in history where Sunday was required 
to be kept as a day of lOno work" is 321 
years after Christ, in the reign of Con­
stantine, the Roman emperor. Certainly 
as long as the disciples, or Paul, lived, 
they kept the seventh day of the week. 
There is absolutely no doubt on this point. 
The change in man's observance of the 
day comes after their day, that is, after 
the apostles' day! Who, then, had the 
right to abrogate a commandment of 
Almighty God? 

Do you think God means what He says? 
You do? Then refer to your own Bible 
at Exodus 20: 8-11, where God plainly 
said, "Remember the sabbath day to keep 
it holy." The day referred to is the 
seventh day of the week, the day we call 
Saturday. The one thing that God told 
the world to remember is the thing that 
the world forgot - God's Holy Sabbath 
day. 

As we have already shown, the Resur­
rection of Christ surely occurred on God's 
Holy Sabbath day, and His body was put 
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in the tomb late on Wednesday. No other 
theory can completely harmonize with the 
testimony available concerning the Resur­
rection, -and with Christ's own words as 
found in Matthew 12: 40. 

God so circumscribed and fixed the time 
of Christ's burial and Resurrection, with 
unmistakable evidence and proof thereof, 
that any person, who would read and study 
the only accounts we have of this mo­
mentous event, with an unbiased and open 
mind, could not help but be convinced 
of it as a positive fact. This prevalent 
false doctrine and belief, as to the day of 
Christ's Resurrection, has probably had 
more to do with the average Christian's 
disobedience to God's command to keep 
God's Sabbath day holy, than any other 
one reason. This continues too, because 
the person concerned is loath to give up 
the traditional belief, though false, that 
Christ rose on Sunday, and that, thereby, 
Christ, in some unexplainable manner, 
hundreds of years after He was crucified, 
abolished or abrogated the solemn com­
mand of Almighty God, but failed to make 
mention of it to His disciples so that it 
could have been recorded in the Bible. 
Such a ground of belief is mighty shaky, 
when it defies the solemn command of 
God. 

The foregoing facts were once brought 
to the attention of a well-known Protestant 
preacher, by the writer, and although he 
could not contradict them, he said, in 
effect, HIt would never do to teach such 
things; it would tear the very foundations 
from under the Christian Church of today." 
Well, our comment is, that if the great 
Christian faith of today is founded only 
on a false teaching, it had better be torn 
asunder and be built over again on the 
infallible Word of God as a foundation; 
it would then be able to withstand all 
assaults and attacks upon it. It seems, 
and sounds, rather hypocritical to hear 
it said that ctThe Bible is our only rule of 
faith and practice," when as a matter of 
fact the person saying it, usually, does 
not follow the plain teaching of the Bible 
as to the Sabbath day, but knowingly and 
willfully refuses to obey the plain com­
mand of GOD and chooses rather to fol­
low the teachings and traditions of MAN 
instead. Christ gave ONE rule by which 
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to judge whether we love Him or not; He 
said, ulf ye love me, keep my command­
ments" (John 14: 15), and the word is 
plural, meaning all of them including the 
fourth. 

The following diagram will be inter­
esting and helpful in this study. Remem­
ber the day started at even (or sundown), 
as we have shown, and not at midnight 
as we now reckon time. Clocks were un­
known then. The first clock of which we 
have record was A.D. 1379. The simple 
diagram below will assist you to visualize 
the seventy-two hours, tCthree days and 
three nights," mentioned in Matthew 12: 
40. Approximately half of each twenty­
four hours is light and half dark. The 
shaded portion represents night. Remem­
ber that the old day ended and the new 
day began at "even" (Leviticus 23: 32), 
and not at 12 o'clock midnight. Christ's 
body was placed in the tomb late on W ed­
nesday, as a sabbath (Passover sabbath) 
approached, * that is, before it actually be­
gan; so it was placed in the tomb before 
night, or "even," began, on Wednesday, 
the midst of the week (Daniel 9: 27), and 
the tomb was discovered to be empty Uln 
the end of the sabbath," not after the end 
of the Sabbath (Matthew 28: 1). 

If you are convinced of the sacredness 
and sanctity of God's Holy Sabbath clay, 
and prefer to observe the commandments 

Nights 
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Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sab. 

-
1 2 3 

Days 

*The twenty,four hour period in which the 
Passover was eaten was not the ~~paS8over sah, 
bath.H The Passover sa'bbath was the twenty' 
four hour period. or day~ following the day 
(twenty .. four hour period) on which the Pass .. 
over was eaten. Christ and His disciples ate the 
Passover in the evening of what we call Tuesday. 

(Continued on page 127) 
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Although Sabbath observers seem to be 
generally agreed that the Sabbath com­
mences and closes as the sun sets, there are 
few subjects so little understood, which 
receive so little emphasis from Sabbath­
keepers, and concerning which there is 
publicized data so incomplete and inaccur­
ate. 

A brief review of the facts pertaining 
to Sabbath sunsets should be of interest to 
every Sabbath believer, and should lead 
to increased interest in the scriptural Sab­
bath also. 

The True Basis of Sabbath Observance 
The late, and great Sabbath reformer, 

Rev. Abram H. Lewis, defined the Sabbath 
as God's representative in time, in the 
same sense that Christ was-His representa­
tive among men, and as the Bible is His 
representative . among books. Thus the 
Sabbath differs from all other days in that 
it alone is HOLY TIME - a conception 
that many never seem able to grasp, and 
that can be fully appreciated only as a 
result of both study and conviction. Yet 
Dr. Lewis' conception of the Sabbath is 
not only in p~rfect agreement' with the 
Scd ptures, but becomes increasingly in 
harmony with our own conception of what 
the Sabbath should be, as we more clearly 
appreciate the - possibilities for good to 

~ humanity if such Sabbath sacredness should 
\ be generally recognized. 

Sunset, the Ideal Moment 
for Sabbaths to Begin 

There are few subjects more fascinating 
\ . to the student of God's revealed will than 

'.-"-..J study of the innumerable evidences of 

/' 
/ 

design and purpose in nature; and among 
these countless evidences that both crea­
tion and the Scriptures were the product 
of a thinking mind, the Sabbath itself and 
the provision that sunsets should fix its 
hours, stand out as two of the most mar­
velous proofs of divine wisdom. 

The Sabbath was not "madeft solely for 
rest. As so perfectly illustrated by Christ 
(in His wonderful Sabbath day Sermon 
on the Mount, for example), the Sabbath 
was intended also for our instruction in 
the loftiest thoughts that the human mind 
is capable of understanding. 

Such exalted use of the Sabbath necessi­
tates that our minds shall be at their clear­
est and best on the Holy Dar - a mental 
status possible only when t e previous day 
and evening have bee, spent in proper 
"preparation" therefo, and wholly im­
possible when prior evenings have been 
devoted to exciting revelry, as many eve­
nings preceding Sundays are spent by those 
who profess to respect Sundays as sacred 
and who accept the irrational Roman 
teaching that the days commence at mid­
nights. 

Precision in Determined Sunset Times 
Sabbathkeepers, generally, on Friday 

afternoons give some thought to the ap­
proaching Sabbaths and plan so as to 
complete the day's work before sunset and 
to avoid work on the Sabbath, but giving 
little thought to the actual time when the 
Sabbath commences. This custom complies 
with the plain wording of the command­
ment of God and permits of no criticism. 

In Bible times, however, it was the cus­
tom of God's chosen people to lay special 
stress on the moments when the Sabbaths 
began, by appropriate prayers, by lighted 
candles, etc. And since the transition from 
secular to sacred time is in no sense a 
gradual change, but a momentary one, it 
seems self.;.evident that the more emphasis 
we place on the precise moments when 
the· Sabbath commences the greater must 
be our emphasis on and respect for the 
Sabbath, also. In fact there are many 
now who are deeply interested in knowing 
in advance at just what times the sun will 
set which fixes the beginning of future holy 
days. 
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Factors Affecting th~ 
Determination of Sunset Times 

When sunset times are not desired in 
advance, and where the terrain is reason­
ably level and neither clouds, hills, trees, 
nor buildings obstruct the westward view, 
those with leisure will find profound en­
joyment in witnessing the marvelous 
beauty that often accompanies the setting 
sun. 

But visual observation of the setting 
sun is not always possible, and advance 
information as to the sunset times is often 
desired. Other methods of determining 
and publicizing sunset data are therefore 
necessary. Sabbathkeepers, especially, 
should understand the problems connected 
with the ascertaining and presentation of 
sunset data in order to appreciate why the 
Sabbath observing public, and others, have 
never had accessible, accurate, and reliable 
sunset information. 

North and South Location Differences 
Those who give any thought at all to the 

factors which enter into differences in sun­
set times, seldom think of sunsets varying 
as one goes north or south. Nevertheless, 
only at the periods of spring and fall 
equinoxes, about March 21st and Septem­
ber 22nd, do the sunsets occur at approxi­
mately the same time, about 6:00 on the 
Standard Meridians, on any given north 
and south line. After these dates the sun­
sets vary increasingly as one goes north or 
south, reaching maximum differences at 
the times of summer and winter solstices, 
about the 21st of June and December. 
At Philadelphia, for example, sunsets vary 
from 4:38 in December to 7:32 in June, 
a difference of nearly 3 hours, and in 
Central Canada, varying from about 3 :00 to 
9:30. Obviously, consideration must be 
given to north and south locations, if sun­
set data is to be at all accurate. 

East and West Location DifIerences 
We have only to consider the fact that 

the sun seems to be steadily moving west­
ward to realize that it must set continually 
later to the west of us and earlier to the 
east. In the Southern States this difference 
in sunset times amounts to about one 
minute for each 16 miles east or west, 
while in Southern Canada we would travel 

THE SABBATH RECORDER 

only 10 miles to find a difference of a 
minute in the time the sun sets. Expressed 
in degrees, the sun sets precisely four 
minutes later, whether north or south, 
for each degree of longitude that we go 
towards the west. -

Day-to-Day Changes in Sunset Moments 
A mere reminder that the days are short­

est,in December and longest in June suf­
fices to establish the fact that the sunset 
times must change as the seasons progress. 
Our study would be incomplete, however, 
if we did not briefly note the extent of 
these changes throughout the year and the 
relation of latitude thereto. At the equa­
tor at zero latitude there is only 31 minutes 
difference in the time of the earliest sun­
set, which occurs at 5:47 in November, 
and the latest at 6:18 in February; while 
in Northern Canada and Alaska, the sun 
sets as early as 1 :45 in December and as 
late as 11 :03 in June. 

Methods of Making Sunset Data 
Available to the Public 

We are compelled to believe that there 
must be a more or less general desire for 
sunset information, or the almanacs, many 
calendars, both religious and otherwise, 
and the daily papers and radio programs 
would not be regularly furnishing sunset 
data. Each of these sources of sunset data 
provides it as accurately as it can wit~in 
its specific limitations. The errors, how­
ever, through all of these media, unavoid­
able though they are, become so extensive 
in the case of many localities, that the 
facts thereof should be known to all who 
are interested therein. 

Sunset Tables 
It would require volumes, as is evident 

from the many factors that enter into 
sunset data, to tabulate it for the entire 
United States, alone, within any degree of 
accuracy. The only procedure at all feasi­
ble, therefore, is to accurately tabulate the 
sunset moments at intersections of widely 
separated north and south lines with east 
and west lines likewise many hundreds of 
miles apart, leaving it to those sufficiently 
interested therein to compute the correc­
tions needed to arrive at the' true sunset 
times for their specific localities. This is a 

t 
f.: , 
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laborious and somewhat complicated math­
ematical procedure, attempted, in all prob­
ability, by but very few. The use of sunset 
tables, therefore, must be generally limited 
to those who are wholly unaware of their 
excessive inaccuracies, reaching to a half 
hour or more at some places and at certain 
times of the year. 

Newspapers and Radio 
Because, no doubt, of the unreliability 

of any of the sunset tables found in al­
manacs, on calendars, etc., it has become a 
practice of both the press and radio pro­
grams to regularly publicize sunset infor-
mation. Stich information however , , 
though accurate in all probability for the 
specific location for which it' is computed, 
c~n be ~elied upon for localities at appre­
~Iable dIstances therefrom, only by taking 
lnto account both the distance and the 
direction from the source of the informa­
tion and by making corrections in accord­
ance therewith. 

Revival of Sunset Consciousness 
Is Now Possible 

There is little wonder that many Sab­
bathkeepers show little, interest in recog­
nizing by suitable means the moments 
when the Sabbath begins - for neither 
Sabbath observers nor the general public 
has had access to sunset information accur­
ate enough to utilize satisfactorily. N ever­
theless there are those who would like 
to see the momentous change from ordi­
nary secular time to hoI y, sacred time 
regularly recognized. 

Rev. Oarence F. Avey, in his forceful 
and appealing -tract, uLet's Go Back to 
the Sabbath;" says: uChristians fail griev­
ously in holy day customs. The Jewish 
lighting of the Sabbath candles, and the 
use of special prayers, to usher in the day, 
are customs that Christians could well 
adopt. The acceptance of the hours of 
the Jewish Sabbath, plus the adoption of 
certain Jewish ideals and practices relating 
to the Sabbath, would be an immense im­
provement over the present, haphazard 
plan for Sunday." 

True though these statements are, their 
practical consummation would be virtually 
im possible unless reliable and accurate 
sunset information for each separate 10-
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cality is available - a much-needed and 
heretofore unattained end. 

Because, however, of the supreme im­
portance of the moments when time 
changes each week from the secular to the 
sacred, and because it has heretofore been 
impossible to procure reliable localized sun­
-set information, the Bible Sabbath Associa­
tion has made .ar: intensive study of the prob­
lem. of provldlng acc~rate sunset infor­
mahon for every speCIfic locality where 
it may be desired, and now offers to both 
Sabbathkeepers and the general public -
for the first time that such a service has 
been available, so far as we can learn _ .. -
PRECOMPUTED, QUICK-READING, 
LOCALIZED SUNSET CHARTS, adjusted 
at association headquarters to practically 
anr lo~ality in the Northern Hemisphere 
for whl.ch both latitude and longitude data 
are avaIlable, further reference to which is 
made elsewhere in this paper. 

(Continued from page 124) 

of the Lord, rather than the traditions of 
men, why not begin, NOW to keep it? 

There is no sound reason why there 
should not be seventh day Sabbathkeepers 
in every denomination. At present there 
are Seventh Day Baptists, Seventh Day 
Church of God, German Seventh Day 
Baptists, Pentecostal, Holiness, and many 
other denominational groups observing the 
seventh day Sabbath: and there could easily 
be Seventh Day Methodists, Presbyterians, 
Lutherans, Christians, ()r any other de­
nomination. The main issue is not the 
denomination, but God"s Holy, sacred Sab­
bath, and obedience to His expressed com­
mands. 

Denominationalism is beclouding the 
great teachings of the Bible these' days; 
but the voice of God thunders down 
through the ages: "Remember the sabbath 
day, to keep it holy:" 

804 Biscayne Drive, 
Alexandria, Va. 

SPECIAL ISSUE 
This is the last special issue of the Sabbath. 

Recorder to be published. 
Siagle copy __ _ ____ . __ . __ IS cent&. 

I •. ,'!" 



NOW AVAILABLE 
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PRECOMPUTED, QUICK-READING 
LOCALIZED SUNSET cHARTS 
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To Every Sabbathk:eeping Pastor 

In Every Sabbathobserving Church 
To Every Lone Sabbathkeeper 

In Every Public Library, and 
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Habitable Areas of the Northern Hemisphere 
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This is but a fra-ction of the cost of securing 
the data by any other known method. How .. 
ever, if the demand for these charts is such as 
to leave any prone to this association, all such 

pronts will go to still further advancing 
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one another, and of the wonderful love 
Jesus has for us. 

Let us rejoice that the Bible is these 
many things, a story book, a picture book, 
a book of letters, and a book of wonderful 
lessons; the Bible is full of God's love for 
everyone of us. "Let us rejoice and be 
glad." 

To help you to remember what the Bible 
means to us, let us memorize the following 
verses: 

The Bible is a picture book, 
A book of stories, too, 

A book of songs and verses, 
Of lessons nne .and true. 

It teaches us of Jesus, too, 
Our friend so true and kind. 

It tells us of God's love and care 
That all may freely find. 

It has such wondrous secrets 
Of how we, too, may be 

In all ways kind and loving, 
Like Jesus, don"t you see? 

Andover, N. Y. 

Now, 
8vcrll elturclt 

COli Itove ' 
?iJtc eltimcs 

Here.. are the chimes you've 
been waiting for-an instru­
ment that combines unusually 
high-quality tone with a price 
so low that any church can 
afford it. 

It's the new Schulm.erich 
~~Chim.eAtronU (by the makers 
of the fam.ous ~cCarillonic 
BellsU).Full twenty-five notes 7 

G to G. Plays melody and 
harmony. 

• Plays with any organ 
• Serves as tower chimes 
• Combines with Schulmerich auto-

matic devices 
• Has remote control, buHon operation 
• Plays from organ keyboard or its own 
• Lowest priced instrument of its type 

We'll be glad to supply further 
information; please write us. 

THE NEW 

SCHOLMERICH ELECTRONICS. INC. 
58501 Carillon Hill, Sellersville, Pa. 

When writing our advertisers, please men' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE . 
_ WASHINGTON 

.June 19, 1951 

Dear Dr. Ross: 

I am glad to give my whole-hearted endorsement to the obser­
vance of Christian Education Week, September thirtieth through October 
seventh. In these critical times, ~hen ~any peoples have become 
victims of an enslav~g totalitarian philosophy, and when many more 
are bein~ threatened, I am sure that you could have chosen no more 
signi£'icant theme than "Teach Religion -- lI.ake Men Free." 

Religiou~ education embodies the teach~g of those ideals 
of human dignity and worth which are essential to the democratic way 
of life. It is of the utmost urBency that we demonstrate to be­
wildered peoples everywhere not only that we believe in brotherhood

7 

as taught by Christ and the great prophets of the Old Te~tament, but 
that we put these belie£s into pract~ce. 

We nust de~onstrate our conviction that every man, no matter 
what his race or creed, has the best opportunity to make the most of 
his God-given talents in a democratic, religiou~ society. V{e must put 
our religious teachings into practice and sho\T, in our dealings with 
other nations, that we seek no mater~al gains~ but only a des~rc to 
relni'orce Lhe aspirations o£ all people to live in peace and freedom. 

Not only will education in religious principles help us 
strengt1!en ,our iva'.{ of life, but it will also give each of us courage 
and faith with which to face the dangerous days ahead and insight 
into ways we can best achieve permanent peace. 

Rev. Dr. Roy G. Ross, 
Executive Secretary, 
Division of Christian Education, 
National Council of the Churches of Ct~ist 

in the United States of ~nerica, 
206 South Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago 4, Illinois. 




