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BUDGET RECEIPTS 

Treasurer's 
April 7 months 

BaL, April 1 __ $ 1.15 
Adams Center __ 72.25 
Albion ______________ 50.12 
Alfred, 1st ______ 224.60 
Alfred, 2nd ______ 163.55 
Associations 

641.58 
372.87 

2,414.74 
1,137.59 

& Groups ____ 159.31 
Battle Creek ____ 382.76 3,724.08 
Bay Area _________ _ 
Berlin ______ . ________ _ 
Boulder __________ ~_ 
Brook.field 1st __ 
Brookfield, 2nd __ 
Buffalo _____________ _ 

. Chicago ___________ _ 
Daytona Beach __ 
Den"er _____________ _ 
DeRuyter _________ _ 
Dodge Center __ 

. Edinburg ________ ._ 
Farina ___ . ___________ _ 
Fouke ___ ~ ___________ _ 

68.74 
46.90 

100:75 
65.25 
50.00 

225.00 
20.00 

135.33 

33.28 

18.40 

I-lebron, 1 st ______ 22.67 
Hopkinton, lst__ 354.55 
Hopkinton, 2nd 
Independence ____ 85.00 
Individuals _._.__ 225.00 
Irvington ~ _____ .___ 200.00 
Jackson Center __ 
Little Genesee __ 
Los Angeles _____ . 430.00 
L. A., Christ's' __ 15.00 

529.14 
384.51 
419.75 
267.05 
100_00 
608.00 
342.50 
345.36 
133.00 
774.31 

74.00 
123.15 
100.00 
165.67 

1,178.70 
32.00 

694.00 
2,654.00 

800.00 
10.00 

302.26 
1,345.00 

125.00 

Boards' 
7 monlilis 

5.00 
39.00 

247.04 
44.39 
50.00 
83.00 
25.00 
45.00 

240.00 

700.00 

369.06 

10.00 

TREASURER'S DISBURSE~ENTS 
Budget 

(Designated 
lk Undesig.) 

Missionary Society ________________________________ $2,742.11 
Board of Christian Education ______________ 536.20 
M · . t . IT· . 762 70 InlS ena raining ____ ._. _____________ ._________ . 
Ministerial Retirement _____ . _____ . ___________ .__ 624.92 
Historical Society _ .. __ ......... ____________________ 119.15 
Women's Society -__ . _____ . ____ .... __ .. __ . __ . ____ .. 145.85 
General Conference .. __ . __ ._ .... _. ______ . ___ .. __ .... 555.50 
Tract SocietY --------------________ . ________ .. _________ 727.10 
Trustees· of General Conference ._._ .. ___ . 50.50 
World Fellowship and Service _ ... ____ .___ 25.25 

. . 

$6,289.28 
Balance on hand, April 30 ------__ ._ ... _____ 7.36 

Lost Creek _____ _ 
Marlboro _._._ .. __ _ 
Middle Island _. 
Milton ._. __ ... __ ... . 
Milton J ct. . .... -
New Auburn _ .. . 
North Loup _____ . 
Nortonville . __ .. _ 
Old Stone Fort ._ 
Paint Rock _ ... _. __ 
Pawcatuck _ ... _ .. . 
Plainfield __ ....... . 
Richburg ___ . __ ... . 
Ri tchie ....... __ .... . 
Riverside _._._ .... . 
Roanoke ._ .. _ ...... _ 
Rockville .... _ .... . 
Salem ______ .. _._._ .. _ 
Salemville _ ...... . 
Schenectady ..... . 
Shiloh __ .. ___ . __ ..... _ 
Texarkana __ .... _. 
Tract Society .. 
Twin Cities ___ .. _ 
Verona ..... _ ....... . 
W al worth ._ .. _ .. . 
Washington _ .... . 
Wash., People's 
Waterford _____ .. . 
White Cloud ... . 

Treasurer's 
April 7 months 

533.16 
24.00 

440.52 
132.50 

16.00 
50.00 

100.50 
30.00 

100.00 
350.00 
568.57 
128.00 

10.00 
31.78 

150.00 

260.00 

164.82 
27.00 
41.00 

5.00 
120.05 

23.44 

706.17 
1,950.87 

121.50 
3,442.63 

964.10 
29.00 

529.80 
983.30 

75.00 
150.00 

2,571.16 
2,142.36 

604.25 
160.00 

2,269.60 
84.00 

188.10 
1,104.00 

59.20 
98.00 

2,871.77 
23.00 

2,000.00 
100.00 

1,028.98 
216.50 
264.00 

20.00 
625.37 
320.41 

$6,296.64 $45,660.64 

SUMMARY 

Boards' 
7 months 

44.00 

70.00 

40.00 
10.00 

77.14 
310.00 

35.00 

226.50 

$2,670.13 

Current annual budget ..... -......... -.-~.-.$99, 735.00 
Treasurer's budget receipts 7 mos. _.$45,660.64 
Boards· budget receipts 7 mos. 2,670.13 

$48,330.77 

Remainder required in 5 months .... $51,404.23 

Percentage of budget year elapsed 58.33% 
48.46% Percentage of budget raised ._ .. _. ____ ._ 

1612 Lawrence Street, 
Parkersburg, W. Va. 

Eldred H. Batson, 
Treasurer. 
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KEEPJlNG VJleT01? l r 

By War~er E. Isenhour 

Mee~ your Savior in the morning 

In ... he secret place of prayer, 
And obtain the strength and courage 

That you'll need ror ev'ry c;:arei 
i 

Meet your loved ones and your neighbors, 

Meet your friends and meet your foes; 

Meet the sinners and the ChrisHans 

With sweet peace that overf'lovvs. 

Meet your trials and your problems, 

Meet your heartaches and your sighs; 
Meet your many disappointments, 

And whatever sorely tries, 

With OJ heart of love and kindness 

And with faith that reaches God, 
Knowing that His hand will lead you 

Up the way that saints have )·rod. 

Taylorsville, N. C. 

JUNE I, 1959 
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Some of the most tragic words in the 

"parable" of Dives and Lazarus (Luke 16: 
19-31) are those of verse 26 where Abra
ham tells the rich man in Hades that 
Lazarus, reposing in the bosom of Abra
ham, cannot respond' to his call for a drop 
of water for "between us and you there 
is a great gulf fixed." 

Perhaps it is not sacrilegious to make a 
modern comparison from the land of Is
rael. A schoolteacher recently gave a most 
interesting lecture to a local ministerial 
association on her trip to the Holy Land. 
She pointed out in detail the plight of the 
Arab refugees and showed pictures of 
Jerusalem. Noticeably lacking was an inti
mate knowledge of the State of Israel or 
that portion of Jerusalem under Jewish 
controL In the question period she stated 
that the difficulties of passing from the 
Arab zone to the Israel zone were so great 
that their party had to choose one or the 
other. It seemed too bad. Although no 
distance is involved there is, indeed, "a 
great gulf fixed" and one has to travel a 
long distance and cut through much .. red 
tape" to get from one section to the 
other. Perhaps that is why a more balanced 
view of Palestinian problems is possible 
to an editor who receives voluminous re
leases from both sides than to one who is 
able to visit only one nation in the area. 

The Israel Digest for May 15 has a 
very suggestive account of a memorial 
celebration held on May 4 (Nisan 27). 
This day was set aside by law last year as 
a memorial day for the Jewish victims of 
the Nazi campaign of extermination. One 
of the features of the memorial was signifi
cant. As night deepened on Memorial 
Mount all lights were extinguished. Then 
two huge searchlights projected beams 
which crisscrossed in the blue sky. The 
article does not stress the point, but what a 
spectacle it must have been to people on 
both sides of the guarded border. It might 
be counted as symbolic of the greatness of 
God and the foolishness of human bar
riers. In the sky above the light criss
crosses. 

The light of God's love in Christ Jesus 
knows not the hate boundaries of class 
and clan. The Jews in Israel ha ve not· 
seen that light nor many of the Arabs 
across the line. The prayers of the saints, 
by way of heaven, span many of the great 

gulfs that men have dug. Th~ people of 
the Holy Land need our prayers, both 
Israelis and Arabs. 

.1J@~D1 lr©s'U'eU' [Q)IYJDOes 
As this Recorder goes to press the na

tion and the people of the free world are 
mourning the loss of a great man, John 
Foster Dulles, who so recently released 
the tightly held reins of Secrr:-t:lry of State. 
Before his death your editor had been 
pro~pted by his reading and by the per
sonal esteem in which he held Mr. Dulles 
to call to the attention of our readers the 
growing appreciation of this man. 

Now it appears that everyone has heard 
by every means of mass communication th~ 
sober evaluations made by those who are 
better qualified to speak. We can add 
little, but we would like to re-emphasize 
the fact that his reputation as a Christian 
was well established before he was ele
vated to the highest diplomatic post in our 
nation's government. We believe that he 
attempted to remain true to his convictions 
and that those same convictions, so often 
ridiculed by those who did not share them, 
made him what he was. He lived to see 
criticism turned to praise and appreciation. 
The May issue of Worldview, a journal of 
religion and international affairs, in its 
lead article, "Past Policies, Future Prob
lems," published before the death of the 
former Secretary of State, points out how 
his erstwhile critics changed their evalua
tion. What they previously had called in
flexibility, moralizing, and lack of im
agination, they now praise as indomitable 
purpose, high moral vision, and putting 
first things first. Everyone is saying now 
that he understood the Communist menace 
better than any statesma n of his genera
tion. 

If we are to effectively withstand the 
world-deminating aims of atheistic Com
munism we must have statesmen at the 
helm who are strong. [f we ar~ to present 
something better to the world than the 
above-mentioned system we must have 
statesmen who know and live Christianity. 
Such a man was Dulles. History, we be
lieve, will share the opinion of the Presi
dent that no man has ever filled his office 
so well. Let us pray for those in authority, 
as the Scripture admonishes. 
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IvlE110RY TEXT 
J:\.tf y son, despise not the Ch~lS ten i ng of 

the Lord· neither be \\,C~lr\' of his correC-, -
tion: for whom the Lord Ioycth he cor-
recteth; even as a father the son in whorn 
he delighteth. Provcrbs 3: 1 I, 12. 

lLovabRe ChHclr8n 
Need rJ'~ore· Than Our Love 

Children's Day con1es ag;!in. Of .111 t.he
people we meet children ;lre- tb:.: rnost In
teresting and at timcs the lnost .1g.L: r .1y:'.t

ing. The latter observation is on~ fn:lde- by 
parents. We v.'ho arc older thrIll to .the
smile of a grandchild or :In)' ot he r chIld. 
The older v.'e gro\v the D10re \ve ~:.ppre
ciate the words of Jesus about little chil
dren who came unto Hint, "of such is the 
kingdom of hea\·en." 

It was a thrilling experience recentI)" 
to meet the four children of Dr. and 
Mrs. Albert \Xlidmer, of Brazil, Argentin:l, 
Switzerland, and other countries. Neith<:r 
the mother nor the children had evcr b(:(:n 
in the United States before. Their eyes 
sparkled when the hostess .broupht in J. 

half-gallon brick of Ne~lpolrtan ICC cre-.l!11 
on a platter and cut generous portions for 
them. The two-year-old and the- f our-yc:lf
old possessed something An1ericaI1 chiJ
dren never have - ~ knowledgc of SIX 

languages. Spoken to in ~lny one of the 
languages of their parents they responded 
in Enalish. After lunch the 11 ;lnd 9-ye.lr
aIds s~t on the floor before the tdcyision 
entranced by something ne\".' anJ st [;1 n ,::.:.c 
to them. Such things were anI)" for the 
rich, if available at- all, in the C(HHltric:s 
Vv·here they had lived. Followin,:': the-if 
parents to the Far E;lst .1£1<..1 to pioneer 
missionary , ... 'ork 3.I110ng the prin1iti\'e 
tribes of Nev." Guine:l, the trip :lCfOSS 

America might be the only tinlC in YC:,ifS 

that they would see ice cre.Ul1 ;lnJ U:le· 
VISIon. 

We have provided for our children thc' 
benefits of our ,vestern typc uf ci\'iliz;ltiOl1. 
We have also provided then1 with thc 
best of church equipment, h:1\"e taught 
them with the most modern of te:1chinp: 
aids, and have carried the-rn to school ;lnd 
church in the best upholstered ClfS, It rc-



mains to be seen how much ~··e have 
taught them of the Christian religion and 
the Christian life. The flaxen-haired young 
mother of these children mentioned above 
told of her girlhood days when "we 
walked thirteen miles a day to attend 
school - and never were tired." 

Children are interesting and children 
need the things of the Spirit far more 
than the material comforts and pleasures 
which V\Te can more easily give them. 

<ePru [j"o~frClCC®[j'\}fr®[(®@1 ulhl@@O@®W 
Nels F. S. Ferre in an address to Meth

odist leaders gathered at Kansas City 
on April 9, 1959, attempts to stand aloof 
not only from fundamentalism and lib
eralism but also from Karl Barth and the 
existentialism of Bultman and Tillich, his 
followers who rejected the supernatural
ism of Barth. 

Ferre scores fundamentalism for hav
ing its theology "guilt-laden rather than 
faith-carried" and denying its God the 
power to fulfill what He started at crea
tion. On the other -hand' he scores the 
liberal view in these words: 

The liberal view, again, resulted from sur' 
render to modern man's trying to explain from 
below. Darwin explained biology from below. 
Marx explained history from below. Freud ex
plained man from way below. 

Liberalism surrendered authentic, classical 
Christian God,centeredness and attempted in' 
stead to state God in terms of recent experience 
and history or in terms of social effectiveness. 

But its God was ever too much of the world. 
He was too near, too small, and too sentimental. 
Liberalism aimed at reality and relevance and 
competence and honesty, and was socially sensi, 
tive. But liberalism failed to find the depth of 
human evil and the height of God's grace. 

The famed writer of numerous books, 
Dr. Ferre, recognizes value in Bultman 
and Tillich but deplores the fact that they 
have abandoned completely life after death 
and God's great purpose with the world 
beyond this life. His own attitude is re
flected in the question asked, ··Where's 
Christ?" He calls for a kind of theology 
which is Christ-centered', one that em
pha~izes His love and His power to for
give and to give eternal life now and in 
the world to come. 

One might question whether it is pos
sible to emphasize the forgiveness and 

saving power of Christ apart from the con
cept of the older theology that speaks 
in terms of sin which needs to be for
given and salvation from the consequences 
of sin - death and hell - which ortho
doxy frequently mentions. It is a bit diffi
cult to draw lines so sharply that the 
writer seems to be against everybody and 
everything but his own view. What comes 
out of the discussion by Nels Ferre, as 
far as the quoted message is concerned, 
is a change of emphasis rather than a 
repudiation of the general attitude of 
orthodoxy. His closing paragraph follows: 

We must go beyond both stuffy orthodox 
and sophisticated modernity. beyond funda
mentalism's fanaticism and liberalism's vague
ness, beyond the neo,orthodox flight from reality 
and neonaturalism's refuge in modernity. The 
great God or creation is the near God of Christ. 

~@w5U'il~ ~~~@(j"cd1@(j" ~~[P)@Ii'1l'@[j'$ 
You, our readers, are our reporters. 

The Sabbath Recorder does not have ears 
in every church or community to pick up 
the stories that would make good feature 
articles if written up in an interesting way. 
The well-prepared talks by laymen that 
challenged the people of one church might 
make good reading for several thousand in 
other places. If you think so, speak to the 
pas tor or the Recorder correspondent 
about it. The Recorder constantly needs a 
wide selection of material in ord'er to bet
ter fulfill its purpose. Recently some un
dated material has had to be held back for 
lack of space, but at such a time the editor 
likes to send out a general call so that a 
high level of challenging articles may con
tinue through the summer. 

Creative writing for your denomina
tional paper is encouraged. We believe 
that readers like to see new names under 
titles quite frequently. If you are uncertain 
about your own ability to make your 
points clear on paper consult someone 
who is qualified to judge or able to help 
you. Get advice as to whether the thoughts 
that seem important to you would appeal 
to those in other circumstances. There is a 
thrill in helping large numbers of people 
through the printed' page. Do you have a 
fresh approach to some important Scrip
tural teaching, some denominational prob
lem, some local achievement? Try writing. 
it up. 

THE SABBATH RECORDER 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION - Sec. nOJ:: E. Zwiebel 

V@M «:@lO'il G~eDfPl ~©1nSe 
©t!.DU' W@D"D~ h'v~USgD@1f1l [§SM@@ev 

The Planning Committee at its March 
meeting in Plainfield surveyed the expand
ing work of our denomination and agreed 
that of primary importance in considering 
future work was the raising in full of 
Our W orId Mission budget this year. 

After searching prayerfully for ways 
that the committee could help the raising 
of the bud'get completely, it was decided 
that our Sabbath Schools be given the 
opportunity to help make up the deficit. 

Hence, it was agreed that the littIe 
church mite boxes be sent to the superin
tendents of all our schools asking them to 
make a real effort in soliciting the partici
pation of each Sabbath School member. 

The secretary of the Board of Christian 
Education volunteered to prepare a lette r 
and send out the "little churches." This 
has been done. The· letter suggests that a 
minimum of $2 be set as a goal for each 
of our pupils, teachers, and officers~ with 
parents helping out the children where 
necessary. The letter goes on to suggest: 

HIf you can set the day for their return 
to the Sabbath School on or about July 4, 
we believe that the tide of giving for 
OWM wiIl be turned to at least a balance." 

Those families too far away from the 
home church to attend regularly might 
get a special blessing by securing mite 
boxes and participating with thousands of 
others in this important project of sharing 
in the total work of Seventh Day Baptists. 

$fP>c;;;~D@JH DszMe (C@MMSUilV5 

The latest special Recorder is certainly 
attractive and good, really a masterpiece \ 
- as I knew it would be. - A previous 
special issue editor, Ashaway, R. 1. 

I receiveq 107 of the special issues 
Monday and they are being well received. 
by the people of our town. They seem to 
want to know more about our beliefs. -
Carrier Mills, Ill. 

It seems to me each special issue is bet
ter than the one before. - A Nortonville, 
Kan., widow, with a late order for 10 
copIes. 
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A Lone Sabbath-keeper 
Has Ideas on 

V'JOrU~fb(G VJnil[~~ YOUf\:G r=OU~S 

By '\)7 ~lter J. Re\'clI 

If older folks ".;ould retain the ability 
to think like teenagers, 'would shov; rcal 
interest in the teenagers, in thci r problcrns 
and in their points of view, ~lnd pro\'idc 
plenty of interesting things for thcn1 to 
do, the young folks \vould cat it up and 
come back for more, and dc:1inq ucncr 
would be avoided or reduced. Thoy..: \':ho 
provide not for their O\vn arc "worse th::.n 
an infidel." Hum~n bein gs 2.S wclI 2.S 
plants and Bowers need tl~e right foods 
to' make proper gro\,-..rth possibIe, and 
people have both physic:d :lnd spirilu:d 
requirements. That is one rc~~son v.·lly 
Christ said, "Feed my 12.mbs." If '\ve do 
that, one of the flov/ers that ,",,'ill corne 
into satisfying bloom is the dcsir::.ble ~lnd 
enjoyable "beauty of holiness." Children 
of the Creator ",viII prove thcrnsc:lycs sllch 
by finding an activating clu.lkngc: in cre
ative and constructive ide-as 2.0 d project s. 

To stay yc-ung one must think: roun(~. 
To converse \yith children and young [011:5 
is refreshing, one reason being tlut tbc:r 
have not yet developed the inhibitions 
and prejudices that older folks :lequire. 
And it also helps to brush the cobwebs 
out of one's thinking. \Xr orking \,,'ith chil
dren and young folks c:lrrics rc~I respon
sibilities but it also can bring rich rewards. 

By looking at the ,vorld through the 
eyes of a te.enager v,rho has an inspir;dion~11 
personality the following idea for ~l Bible: 
study contest Vias formed. 

A Bible Study Contest lcie3. 

Valentine's Day is past but 11<:rc is ;~ 
suggestion that can be used :lny tifnc: of 
the year. Did it ever occur to you th:lt 
God sent valentines to His people, I-lis 
children, to those He loves? In the Bible 
are a number of verses or statements tb:-.:.t 
can be called valentines, such as, "r h:lYC 
loved thee with an everlasting love." This 
is the basis of ~ Bible stud r can tcst espe
cially suitable for teenagers but it C2.I1 lY~ 
used with other age groups 2.Iso, 2.nd ,yzth 
first and second prizes for the ones finding 
the larg.est number of valentines. In the 
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larger Sabbath Schools there could be one 
contest for boys and one for girls. Some 

. interested person in the group could sup

. ply articles suitable for the prizes. 
In the first contest after this idea was 

born, the writer made Bible covers of 
durable leatherette and of original design 
for the ·winners. 

It happened once, it can happen again, 
and to other bards in other dells. Try it. 
"Let" it. The contest and prizes are sec
ondary but they help in the more impor
tant part, a better knowledge and under
standing of God's truth and of His great 
love through inter,esting Bible study. The 
writer can send patterns and instructions 
to anyone desiring them and might be 
able to furnish a limited number of these 
made-to-measure covers gratis. Address: 
1129 W. Washington, South Bend 1, Ind. 

~@nnv IQ)@V . M@iJ'@!i'D@U 

The Sabbath Rally Day material sent 
out by the Tract Board for use on May 16 
included a limited number of mimeo
graphed folders containing a suggested 
form of family worship for use at the 
beginning of the Sabbath. Is there among 
our readers a desire for more of these wor
ship suggestions? Before undertaking an
other "printing" the Sabbath Promotion 
Committee would like to know how many 
are needed. 

Some of our churches, for various rea
sons, are having their Sabbath RaIl y Day 
later than the suggested d'ate. There are 
at present about 500 copies of the special· 
bulletin covers on hand at denominational 
headquarters which can be ordered free of 
charge by those pastors who need more 
bulletin covers than were sent. 
- Extra copies of the II-page historical 
paper by Miss Evalois St. John, "The 
Sabbath Reform Movement Among Sev
enth Day Baptists," are also available upon 
request - a very enlightening and stim
ulating paper that was. read at the April 
Ministers Conference. 

SABBA TJHI SCHOOL LESSON 
for June 13, 1959 

Across Borders 
Lesson Scripture: 2 Kings 5: I-5a 7-15b , 
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MISSIONS - Sec. Everett T. Harris 

M©JM«:I}0@$ fPfl©JU'U ~D$ofj iJ'@ ~!hlM(j~1ro@5 
A schedule of visits to Seventh Day 

Baptist Associations and churches has been 
·worked out in cooperation with the Rev. 
and Mrs. Rene Mauch, our missionaries to 

British Guiana. Thr:y ~vill begin these 
visits soon after Central Association meet
ings at Adams Center, N. Y., June 5-7. 
An ordination council is being called' dur
ing the Association meetings to consider 
recognition of Pastor Mauch's ordination. 

It is expected that 1\1r. and Mrs. Mauch 
and seven-year-old daughter, Esther, will 
attend Eastern Association at Shiloh, N. ]., 
June 12-14, making brief stops along the 
way at Schenectady and Berlin, N. Y. 
After a brief visit at Westerly, R. 1., and 
Plainfield, N. J., they -will begin their jour-
ney westward. . 

It will be necessary for the visitors to 
contact many church groups on weekdays. 
A letter has gone to "contact leaders" in 
each church to be visited, requesting them 
to make. the necessary arrangements for 
entertainment. 

Their schedule of Sabbath 'Visits is as 
follows: June 20, First Hopkinton, R. 1.; 
June 27, Battle Creek, l\1ich.; July 4, Mil
ton, Wis.; July 11, Dodge Center, Minn.; 
July 18, Denver or Boulder, Colo.; July 
25, Nortonville, Kan.; August 1, Fouke, 
Ark.; August 8 and 15 in churches of 
Southwestern Association. Between these 
Sabbath serVIces the Mauches will visit as 
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many Seventh Day Baptist churches as 
possible wi thin the limitations of thei r 
time and strength . 

Following General Conference at Salen1, 
w. Va., it is expected that our missionaries 
will return northward to Canada as they 
make final preparations for going to their 
field of service in British Guiana. They 
may be able to work in several more 
visits along the way following Conference. 

A ea~V [Ev@lTD~eHnSfr 
If Seventh Day Baptists could make 

available the seryices of a denomination
ally supported "city evangelist," what 
would his duties be? This question has 
been considered at various times. 

At least a partial answer to this question 
has been given. It has been suggested that 
the city evangelist: (1) would help our 
smaller churches to become more strongly 
established by offering his services as a 
co-worker with the pastor of that church· 
over a period of se\'eral months ~ , (2) 
would help Seventh Day Baptist fellow
ships grow into established churches, 
strong enough to call their own pastor, 
by serving for a year or two in a promis
ing area; (3) would start in a new and 
promising area to build up a, Seventh Day 
Baptist fellowship. 

The operation of these plans depends 
largely upon the following conditions: 
(1) finding the right one to do the job 
and (2) supplying his salary, a travel 
expense appropriation, and' provision for 
his home. It has been suggested that the 
first floor of the city evangelist's home 
might be a meeting place for a fellowship 
or then again he might want a trailer 
home. Are the possibilities sufficiently 
challenging to lead Seventh Day Baptists 
into this field of service? 

@M~~ofoedl ~fib~e S~l!Jdle!rnvs 
It was once said of a man, busy with 

some labor problem, that he was "working 
it out in theory, unclouded by a single 
fact." Some of the current judglnents 
made by B,ible critics are no better 
founded. To be a qualified Bible student 
is far better than being a sharp Bible 
critic. 
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The old con1men t;ltor, D:.:n ~.d. w rot- .: t 

the beginning of his book th;;t .:. m.!I1 who 
is setting out to intc.:rpn:t Scripture IL!'. ttl 

ask "by ",:hat right" he du::s it. L he 
qualified by depth of thou~ht. stU--1y. ;ll1d 

by actual experie.:nce to express ;U1 opinion 
on Jesus Christ or th~ nature nf C()d ? 

One \vho studies the: Bible intcllir.:cntly 
v,,·ill try to get at the actu;d n1e.:;). n i n.~ of 
the words. He v,,'ill try to ascerL1in the 
experience behind the: words. l-Ie.: ", .. ill lis· 
ten to 'what others say about the.: rnt:.l11 in,t.:. 
He will then praycrfully .1Ihl hUfnbly 
think out \vhat th~ n1cJ_nin~ is for hin1sc:lf. 
Perhaps he will say nothi~1g ;!t .111 :lhuut 
it until he has put 50£11e ncw insi.!2ht into 
actual practice and found it to be: tfU:':. 

Up to the day we die '>ve:_ will ne:\.-er 
cease reading the Scripture f or new 1[1-

siaht and und-crst3.ndin o- for Wc: rc:.dizt: b 0' 

that we ncver fully cOI11prehend the.: n~ltur(.: 
of God or of His Son Jesus Christ. But w(; 

do come to understand !110re: about I-lirn 
as the experiences of life COI11e upon us. 

It is ,vorth while to try to unde.:fsUnd 
Him eyen if \ve f:tiL Eve;)" Ii\':': and viLLi 
contact with His living Spirit c:kctri{le:s 
us, changes U5, modifies our thinking. \\1 e 
are never quite the S~lnle ag:tin whe:n we 
ha\"e come upon SOIne new insight into 
His truth as we read the Bible togethe.:f or 
alone. Because this is so, one: nc:c:ds to 
spe:lk carefully and hUlnbly :1.nd 111.d,-c: nu 
glib pronounccnlcnts as to the I1:l.ture: of 
God. In our o;-vn experience it In.l)" SC:l-rn 

to be thus and so but in the e.:xpcrie:nlc..' of 
another it nla), be quitt: ditT,_:rcll~ J\.s t \'.() 

people looking at a be~l.utiful Llf-otI InUUll

tain see different vic\ys both cqu::.ll~· true. 
so do we need to sh~lre our insi!2hts into 
the truth of God :lnd thus hc: ';:1l1(U:l!r 
enriched and blessed. . 
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(!?>li"epOIredi for tthe Sevell1lfrh fOOIY l8\eJpttisfr AAinisil'errs Confe~enee by 
leva lois Sil' • ..Dohn, librOlrian, Seventh DOlY BClpil'isil' HisiI'orical Socieil'y.) 

First Officia1l SteIP 

The concerted drive on the part of 
church leaders generally to promote the 
observance of Sunday from a moral ob
ligation, forced Seventh Day Baptists in 
1834 to take their first offici2li step in Sab
bath reform. Sabbath reform had not 
been the specific purpose of previous 
efforts - rather these had been efforts on 
our part to get Seventh Day Baptists ac
cepted as a legitimate denomination of 
Christians - to show to the world that 
we were neither Jews nor radicals - but 
fellow Christians. 

The Conference of 1834 sanctioned the 
sending of one or more efficient ministers 
out of bounds of the corumexiio1Ill as it is 
expressed - furnished with tracts on the 
Sabbath, and carrying credentials issued 
by Conference. These ministers were in
structed to "inculcate in public assemblies, 
c?nvened for that purpose, and in private 
CIrcles and families the necessity of their 
complying with the commands of God in 
regard to the Sabbath." 

At th!s time Conference encouraged the 
formation of tract societies in the several 
churches to furnish moral and financial 
support, and looked" forward to the time 
when these would be joined into one Gen
eral Tract Society. 

William Bliss Maxson was the first 
worker chosen. There is not time to give 
his background or tell the complete story 
of his work. He was cognizant of what 
was taking place in the world of business, 
of education, of religion. He had been 
spiritual leader of the group of Seventh 
Day Baptists in Schenectady, N. Y. (Per
haps many of you are not aware that 
Seventh Day Baptists were the first 
group of Baptists to gather for worship in 
Schenectady, that their meetings were at
tended by several First Day Baptists be
cause of this; that the first baptismal 
service in Schenectady was one conducted 
by Seventh Day Baptists. Elder Maxson 

was the author of our first tract on the 
Sabbath. This was directed "to the Pious 
of All Denominations" and was published 
in Schenectady in 1819.) At the time of 
his appointment by Conference, among 
other activities he carried. on, through a 
series of letters in the A.merican Baptist, 
was a discussion on the weekly Sabbath 
with the Rev. William Parkinson, pastor 
of the First Baptist Church in New York 
City. We learn from those concerned that 
this discussion played an important part in 
convincing several strong leiders to ac
cept the Sabbath. I mention two - the 
Rev. Thomas B. Brown and the Rev. Na
than Wardner. ' 

The Plr<e§s 

It became evident that the sending of a 
man or men "out of bounds of the con
nexion" was not enough. The opposition 
was becoming more and more powerful. 
Pressure groups had been formed to work 
for the passage of laws to enforce the 
strict observance of Sunday as the Sabbath. 

Living in New York City at this time 
was a group of businessmen who were 
staunch observers of the Seventh Day Sab
bath. (The majority of these, I believe, 
had been under the direct influence of 
this Schenectady group.) Finding them
selves in one of the strongest organized 
centers, and without doubt influenced by 
Elder Maxson who was uncle to three of 
the men - they formed' the New York 
Sabbath Tract Society. The press in their 
opinion was the best med'ium through 
which to promote our stand on the Sab
bath question. With the aid of Elder 
Maxson and a few erudite Sabbath con
verts - Thomas B. Brown among them 
- they set out to prove that Sunday was 
not the true Sabbath and it was useless to 
look to human legislation for help. In 
order to have a Sabbath, you must have 
the Sabbath God gave. Besides four or 
five tracts, they brought out a paper called 
The Sabbath Vindicator - the masthead 
of which bore these words of Jesus: "In 
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vain do they worship me, teaching for 
doctrine the commandments of men." 
These were widely distributed in Ne'w 
York City and, surrounding areas. 

New impetus seemed to come to our 
work generally, following the launching 
of the work in New York City. Confer
ence brought out a tract - An Address 
to the Baptist Denomination of the United 
States. This went through several print
ings - in French and German as well as 
English - and was the means of convin
cing many of the Sabbath truth. I name 
the Rev. Joseph M. Morton and the Re\? 
William M. Jones. 

The General Tract Society was reorga
nized. The new name - American Sab
bath Tract Society - indicates its main 
objective. The society took over the pub
lishing and distribution of The Sabbath 
Vindicator and the series of tracts. From 
then on more and more emphasis - was 
placed on the use of tracts in Sabbath 
reform work. 

Frequently our literature 'was the only 
tool our leaders could use to combat the 
influence of the many societies working 
for the preservation of Sunday as a Sab
bath. For example: At the National Lord's 
Day Convention, convened in Baltimore, 
Md., November, 1844, our delegate, the 
Rev. N. V. Hull, was denied an oppor
tunity to be h~ard". He then turned to the 
daily newspaper, The Baltimore Patriot 
and caused Jpe following to be published: 

To the Editor of the Baltimore Patriot: 

Sir: Having been appointed by . .. the Sc:v
enth Day Baptist General Conference a delegate 
to the "Nafional Lord's Day Convention," now 
convened in this city, and there being no other 
opportunity, I desire through your paper to ask 
them the following questions: 

1. Has God appointed more than one day to 
be t!'le weekly Sabbath? 

2. Did God appoint that day to be the weekly 
Sabbath on which He rested? 

3. Did He not ~est upon the seventh day of 
the week? 

4. Does the New Testament appoint ·'a new 
Sabbath, or recognize the one contained in 
the Fourth Commandment? 

5. Is not the seventh day of the week the only 
God-appointed Sabbath? 
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6 T .J. tru - h"t Dr N""~ndc'" ,.,,~(.r "h~·· t h ..-. • _$ 11. e
J 

'\-'-7 ~ • '\"..~ J. ",~"_I.. --', "" . .1. fO._fO< .. I-. 

Festiv~ of Sund~y ",:;::5 ::!y;:.rs [:'. h::~;,::r; 
ordinance? If so Iud not tIle 01urch b:'~ tcr 
return to the ordina..'1ce of God, ~nd thc.·rc::))" 
honor Him, who $;:Ud. "The ~~::.th Y.'.::. 

made for man." 1":, V. l-Iull. 

StiII failing to be recognized by the con
vention, our delegates distributed S:lbb~lth 
tracts and copies of The S:1bb~tth \'indi
cator as the delefTates and visitors were: , b 

leaving. N. \T. Hull and others \':rite tll.'.t 
they never sa",' tracts $0 dili~c.:ntly ft':'.d 

as these v.;ere. 
N. V. Hull and George B. Litter tell 

of their attending thc gre;'.t N.Ltion.d S;:b
bath Convention in Nc\v York City in the: 
early 1860's. After arriving it W;15 dis
covered by them that the pro,:;L'.n~ W.:~ 
deliberately arranged as to cut oft :l,ny 
discussion of the question frorn our pOInt 

of view. As a last resort, but with tbe.: 
permission and aid of the sexton the ~v;o 
men, during a rccc"Ss in the COrlYentlon. 
distributed tracts and \'indi.cators t h rouI~h
out the house. \X1hen the CO!1Ycnt ion re
assembled they \V'2rc taken by surprise, 
The president of the ~on\"cntion --.- ;i[1 ex
aovernor of ConnectICut -- rublldy CUrl-
b ... -I ' demned the actions of our ddei2,;ltes. I 115 

public condemnation ,\~';lS t? Ollr ;'.(h';1.n~.l:~c 
for it called specific attentIon to the: lIter
ature and it seclned to. be _lvidly re,ld by 
the group. Seventh D.: y B.t pt ists wefe 
heard about that Jay - if thc\' were not 

given a hearing. 

Sabbath Lectures ~lnd 
Sabbath Conventions 

In view of the extn:n1e difficulty the 
denomination met in obtaining ,1 hc,'.finr: 
in the popular convcntic:ns of th::t p~'fiod~ 
the General Confercnce In 18·1·1 SJ.nct !(.)[1ec1 
the holding of Sabbath conventions ;uhl 
lectures of our o\\'n. The Tr.lct Society 
inauauratcd such a prot.:u .. rn. 'fhis is .~ 

b • , 
study in itself. The records sho\'; th;tt thIS 
work resulted in the forn1in:::o; of seven 
churches and the addition of ;It" Ic;'.st seYen 
acceptable ministers. 

Tract Distribution 

Ho'w to get S:t.bbath tracts tn the !11:l~~C~, 
led to a nc\v activity - tLlct ~listribllti(H1. 
Depending on the' t ra vel i n.~ nl in i:-. te r ()[ 
the lecturer '\vas not enough. 

C) 
./ 
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Now paid colporteurs were brought in
to service for limited periods. One such 
worker reports 3000 Sabbath tracts distrib
uted in a two-month period in the vicinity 
of Troy and Albany and in Philadelphia. 

In the 1850's three college students were 
hired for a summer's work. Their assign
ments are interesting: 

One was statione~ in New York City. 
He was to supply principal hotels, railroad 
depots, steamboats, etc., and' to converse 
with and furnish tracts to individuals so 
far as opportunity offered. 

Another worked the railroad line from 
AI!,a~y to -!30ston. He was to supply the 
pnncipal vIllages, furnish publications to 
the clergymen, etc. 

As early as 1852 bound volumes of 
~abbath tract~ were placed in public read
Ing . ro~ms, In co'llege libraries, and in 
seminanes. 

The Rev. Halsey H. Baker (a conv,ert 
to the Sabbath) in the early 60's volun
teer~d' to distribute tracts through the 
medIum of the mail. He writes in one 
report: 

I have m<lJiled 2428 tracts, principally in the 
states of Ohio and Minnesota, with a few in 
Illinois and Michigan. As Bro. A. B. Burdick 
was to engage as a missionary in Minnesota II 
thought r d pave the way for his kind reception, 
by sending the messengers before him, and so I 
sent a Sabbath A1'gument in advance to every 
Baptist minister in Minnesota. I am now operating 
in Maine,. New Hampshire~ and Massachusetts. 
Knowing !that the question of Sunday cars and 
Sunday papers was coming up in Chicago, Cin
cinnati, Philadelphia, and New York, packets of 
literature were sent to the Congregational minis
ters of these cities, and to the Methodists in 
Philadelphia. 

James Gilfillan's Book on the Sabbath 

Previous to this report by Elder Baker, 
the powerful New York Sabbath Commit-

t tee published and distributed widely a 
book on the Sabbath by James Gilfillan. 
It was a scholarly book and with much of 
it Seventh Day Baptists could agree. How
ever, his argument that under a change of 
day the Sabbath became a Christian ordi
na~~e and law in which the spirit of the 
onginal commandment inheres - this 
could not be accepted; and because of the 
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wide distribution of the book it seemed 
imperative that Seventh Day Baptists re
fute it widely. Plans were set in motion 
to send a packet of Sabbath tracts to every 
minister who had been sent a copy of 
Gilfillan's book. Eight hundred fifty pack
ets went out in the first mailing and these 
were to the Baptist ministers in New 
England only. 

Abram Herbert Lewis Enters the Work 
The name of A. H. Lewis and Sabbath 

reform are almost synonymous to many of 
us. It was in 1862 that he entered actively 
into the work and never ceased to lead. 
It would appear that from then on in 
whatever state a battle was about to start 
over Sunday laws, or a decision was soon 
to be made, A. H. Lewis was there to 
assist - lecturing, interviewing governors, 
senators, and special committees into 
whose hands such matters had been placed. 
He wrote for the press. He was responsi
ble for inserting in many papers what he 
termed Advertisements of Sabbath Truth. 
In 1869 I find that the following papers 
carried this Sabbath Truth advertisement: 
Watchman & Reflector - Boston 
Journal & Messenger - Cincinnati (Baptist) 
Christian Advance - Pittsburgh (Methodist) 
Advance - Chicago (Congregationalist) 
Canisteo Valley Times - Hornell 
Free Press - Wellsville 
Elmira Advertizer , 
IVeekly Telegraph - Harrisburg, Pa. 

The kind of man the Tract Society en
visioned for the work of Sabbath reform 
is worth repeating here: 

A man whose main business would be to work 
for the interest of the Sabbath cause~ not only in 
our churches burt outside of tlhem; he should be 
set apart to this as a life work, schooling himself 
in all that pertains to our interest as a Sabbath
keeping denomination, ready to defend the truth 
from attacks, and also to send missiles into the 
enemy's camp; that he should be, so to speak, 
a pastor of the whole denomination, so far as the 
interests of the. Sabbath are concerned. 

(To be' continued) 

More than 2,000 weekly newspapers 
throughout the' U.S.A. bar liquor ads. 
Only 3 states, Delaware, Nevada, and Ver
mont, report no weekly papers with a 
"dry" advertising policy. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION - Sec. Rex E. Zwiebel 

~1h1@Dw5 Awe UMl?@W~'c:TI!i'i}fr 
One of the most important organizations 

in a church is the choir. Blessed is the 
church that has more than one. The best 
choirs are those whose members, having 
been given by God good singing voices, 
will feel the necessity of attending re
hearsal regularly and then will be on 
time for the service on Sabbath morning. 
A choir member does not sing for self
glorification, nor does he sing primarily 
to be heard of men. He sings to praise 
God. He is so grateful for his talent that 
he must use it for the Lord. But along with 
talent, the Christian virtue of following 
direction, as sitting where the leader says, 
observing music markings, and do~pg his 
best whether he likes the anthem selected 
or not, is of prime importance. 

The parents of children in the younger 
choirs must instill in their offspring the 
virtue of "first things first." Choirs are a 
definite part of the I<ingdom of God, and 
partici pation in them should be among 
first activities if a person can qualify in 
ability. A great disservice is done to the 
child if he is led to think he can do as 
he pleases about the Lord's mission of 
music. A really consecrated effort should 
be made by everyone concerned to see 
that choir labor is worth while, enjoyable, 
sincere, and important enough to forsake 
:pleasure and the scheduling of other 
meetings on meeting night of the choir. 

Choirs are one of our best methods of 
evangelism. In Texas there is a church 
which is rightly referred to as the "Church 
That Choirs Built." The amazing story 
of how this church, whose average attend
ance was less than fifty people, grew to 
a church of approximately fiv.e hundred 
attending members was related in a recent 
issue of Together magazine. This tremen
dous increase in attendance was brought 
about mainly by the organizing of nine 
choirs - most of them children's choirs. 

The Abingdon Press, Nashville 2, Tenn., 
has just published a new borek, Organ
izing and Directing Children'~ Choirs by 
Madeline Ingram ($2.50, 160 pages), that 
will help our efforts. It is advertised as 
being helpful to experienced directors as 
well as new ones. 
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\X1ith emphasis on using th(: right p:;y. 
c hoI 0 g yon the rig h t ,: g C' .~ r 0 u r, t h ( 
author gives practical hel p on rncthods or 
teaching rhythn1, pitch, sight-r<.:aJing, dy
namics, etc., to children. Sh<: also di~ct1sscS 
what to teach at \l,·h:lt :u..:c. wl1.lt rnu~,ic to 
use, how to keep the <'attcntin!l of thl 
group, and rnan)' oth(:r rroblerns not 
encountered with adult choirs. 

This would be a fine ~1dJitjon to you:
church library. 

SUL1'1rt"ter Carnping 
There IS opportunity ftlr ,d!n~l:-,t C\'Cf:' 

one of our roun~~ people to .i:tcnd ,Inti 
participate in ~l S<:\cnth D.~~' B.!pti~~ 
church c!.n1p this yc.u. C.lmrS fun (rOill 

J un e 1 S t a A u ~ u s t 2 . The <, d: t l L 11 <.. .1 :-, \',' c 
- L 

h2\'e it to Jatl: shows th.:t :-;'uuth\'.'cstcrrl 
Association Camp i\fiks will he hd,! ill 
LCJl!isiana, June 1 S to June 22. C.U;1p Joy 
of the Southeast(:rn Associ.1ti(lf1 \'.iI! b~· 
held at the Ritchie C(lllnt~· ,i·II ( .imp. ne.tr 
Harris\'illc. \\;'. V~l.. Junl: 2() tu Jui~' '). 

The summer c.tnlpS .it P.lcitic Pines rlC;;f 

Ri\'erside, C:llif.. COnlI11cnc(: June 21 .In-l 
end July 15. The Int(:rnledi.tte (.:m!'1 flIrlS 

from June 21 to June 2S. the Scniur l.!!11F 

from July 3 to July,,), Thl .1urlio[ Ctrl1l"l 

starts July 5 and efhis July 1_:, ,Inti tlK 
Primary camp runs fro!n Jlll~' 1 ~ In July 
15. 

The Northern Associ.ltio!1 cirnp will bl' 
held fron1 July 5 to .Iul:-· 12 .it C,U!1P I rob, 
ton, Battle Creek, l\fich. 

The North Centr..d A~soci.~tiun I..un!' will 
be held at C~ln1p \X';tkond.L. I1l.t:- ?dijlon. 

\X1 is., J u I y 1 3 to 20. 

The Central New )·()rk l,:mI". C.ilnl' 
H a r n1 0 ny, \\' i I I b C' h c..- I d J II I y S t () J Ll I ~' 1', 
at the usual spot near the.: TIHlll~,.lf]d Is
bnds, 

In the Eastern Associ:dion, Lewis C::UllI' 
n e:t r Ash:l way, R. L. \\' i I I h:.... 11 c-ll ! J II I Y ~., ( ) . 
August 2_ 

<-

For \Vestern .r\SSOCi;ltiuI1. (.lnl1" 1 !.:~k·y 
",ill begin with thc· Senipr l.;r;-q~. July In, 

T u I r 26, wit h the 1 u !l i () r (, l n 1 ;' ( d I () V.- i i1 :. 

the next week.' . 

The South Jl:rsC'y ClI11P will he in t!1C 
us u a I p 13. c e (C h ~l t s\\'o r t h ). J li I:: J:~. 1 <.1, 

\X'orJ has n(~i bl:U1 rccci\ui frtdl] the 
j\fid·Continent l\ssoci:lti()11 .l~ ttl ll.ltl." {(l[ 

the d i heren t ;lge grou ['Is. 
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"0pre-Con at Canlp Mahonegon, in West 
Virginia, will be the climax of the season 
for those who have finished the ninth 
grade of public school to the age of 20. 

Lone Sabbath keepers who want infor
mation about any of "these camps may 
write our office, Board of Christian JEdu
cation, Box 15, Alfred Station, N. Y. 

All of our camps have. experienced per
sonnel; all pass state requirements as to 
physical equipment. Give your child a 
chance to develop through our Christian 
camping program. 

~ @I !b>!b>@I{f[}u ~(.d}'i1 @@ 0 ~ M!;&!;& U@liifi)(§)(fi)U'$ 

A group of 18 Seventh Day Baptist 
Missionary Stories by Misses Beth Severe 
and Joan Clement will soon be available 
through the office of the Board of Christ
ian Education. They can be used to supple
ment the weekly Sabbath School lesson, 
e~pecially the ones devoted to our mis
SIons. 

We might suggest that teachers in all 
our schools keep on file the "Missionary 
Reporter:' published by the Seventh Day 
Baptist Missionary Board, as well as 
t<Mission Notes" edited by the Rev. Edgar 
Wheeler, Ashaway, R. Y. These can be 
used also as supplements for Sabbath 
School .lessons. If you do not receive 
copies of these publications, requests to 
the editors will be honored. They come 
at no cost to you. 

To hel p you further, keep on hand 
copies of "Seventh Day Baptist Beliefs," 
published by the American Sabbath Tract 
Society, the "Sabbath Recorder," as well 
as the "Beacon" and' ··Sabbath Visitor" 
published by our Board of Christian Edu
cation. 

Another valuable tool for teaching is 
the "Seventh Day Baptist Year Book" 
which is published by the Tract Society. 

The W orId Council by adding three 
. new member churches in 1958 now in
cludes 171 different Protestant, Orthodox, 

. and Anglican churches in more than fifty 
countries. They have joined together' for 
unity, witness, and service. 
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WOMEN'S WOR£( - Mrs. A. Russell Moltson 

@[j"@M!;& l1e@]@1~Il~IhlDIP> O(fi)~VDVMV® 
Recently it has been my privilege to 

attend a Group Leadership Institute at 
Green Lake, Wis., sponsored by the Na
tional Council of .Churches and attended 
by forty from ten states representing 
several denominations. We met at the 
beautiful Baptist Assembly Grounds for 
lectures, discussion, and fellowship. The 
co-ordinator, Hubert Coffey, a psychol
ogist from California, had' recently re
turned from In:dia, where he studied under 
a Fulbright s<;holarshi p. The administra
tor, Robert Vandivier, was from the staff 
of the National Training Laboratories in 
Washington, D. c. 

It was e,pecially valuable to attend this 
institute because of our growing recogni
tion of the fact that each member of a 
church or of a group within the church 
needs to understand and accept his or her 
responsibility to be informed, to ll1jake 
constructive suggestions and evaluations, 
propose new idea, activities, and proce
dures - in short to take an active and 
intelligent part iri\helping along the work 
of the group. _ . 

In our democratic groups, where the 
leader shares the planning and working 
with the members of the group, each one 
feels a part of the program and has op
portunity for growth through assuming 
responsibility, exercising skills, and ex
pressing his own viewpoint. Indeed, the 
accomplishments of the group are in direct 
proportion to the willingness of each 
member to accept this responsibility and 
make his own contributions. 

At this institute we met in the large 
group for lectures or presentation of films 
and then were divided into five smaller 
"buzz" groups for discussion. Of course 
the most interesting and worth-while 
part of the institute was the ·'buzz" ses
sion when we could tryout some of the 
ideas p{esented in the lectures and where 
we coutd bring whatever problems we 
wished. Some ol the common problems of 
women's societies came out in the dis
cussi.ons, and seemed quite similar to dis
cussions at our own Conference women's 
meetings! One helpful idea brought was· 
that in our group we should be glad to 
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have conflicting opInIons, as they can be 
instrumental in making us think. Also, 
that we need better communication to be 
sure that everyone understands the is
sues, and that we need to help others to 
beconle interested and involved \vith the 
task at hand. 

We had two very inspira.tional worship 
services: a Sabbath night vesper, and an 
early Sunday m 0 r n i n g service before 
breakfast. The worshi p center \vas a sim pIe 
altar with our chairs grouped in a sen1i
circle facing the glass wall overlooking the 
lake. We were awakened each morning 
with beautiful chimes playing hymns from 
the Judson Tov/er. 

This opportunity to meet with leaders 
of other denominations seemed very much 
worth while and, wherever possible, the 
Women's Board will hope to share \vhat 
we may have gained through this and 
other workshops with any group. 

Arabeth M. DeLand, Bellevue, Mich. 

WCOllO©lM ~. V0sverr 
By Leland E. Da\'is 

William R. Vester was born May 8, 
1869, in Barry County, Mich., and died 
March 23, in Battle Creek. He had been 
in failing health for the last two years. 

Mr. Vester grew up on the farm and 
taught in a rural school for seven years 
in Barry County before enrolling at 
Ypsilanti Normal School where he 'was 
graduated in 1896. On December 21, 
1895, he married Clara Fle-ming. 

For several years, he served as proof
reader at the Review and Herald office. 
At the turn of the century he participated 
in the birth of the Morning Enquirer, 
now called the Enquirer and News. He 
read proof on the first issue published and 
remained on the staff for some time after
ward. In 1903 he established the Level 
Park grocery and general store and was its 
owner until 1934. As a pioneer, he taught 
school in Level Park and became the first 
Level Park principal. He also taught at 
the Kellog Agricultural School. He as
sisted in the establishment of the Level 
Park Community Church, and taught in 
the Sunday School there for about 25 
years. 

A strong proponent of the Biblical 
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Sabbath, niL Vester kept the ::-u-cnth d.~y 
as holy unto God. I-Ie \\'.15 .In .lctiyc ;tnd 
loyal member of the B:ltt It:- Creek Sc:\·cn t h 
Day B apt i s t C h u r c h . A t the t i £11 t.: 0 f his 
death. he \vas its oldest liYinr.:: tl)cmber. In 
addition to being 3. Iicen tiate of the ell u reh, 
he was moderator for se\cn y<..:.lf5, superin
tendent of the Sabb:1th School for SCycn 

years, and taught a c la~s [0 r t h i rt r y<'::lfS. 

His first wife died Noyunber 11,193,1, 
from injuries suffered in :In ;:llt0L1Hl1)ilc 

accident. On Deccn1ber 21, i C); "). he w.ts 
married to Orra \T 3.n 1-1: orf'! hy the l.i l<.: 

Rc\-. Edward !vi. Holston. 
l\1r \Tester had 3. str()n~ {.lith in Chri:ot 

as hi~ personal S~l\-ior :l'nd Ii\in,l: Lor .. !' 
Not only was he an e:-xcell<..:n t :-.t uden t .In d 
te:-acher of the Bible. but he.util\" endorsed 
its d i \' i n e pro m is e:- s . H e Ie. ~ n ~'d h <: • t \. il Y 
upon the strength of pLl)'cr .!!1~l cl1jnyc,l 
daih· fello\vship \\'ith God. A str()n,~ crll
sad~r against the use of n.lfC(~t ic:" ~1e h~r':1. 
self lived a clean and nobk (h fI stU!1 III c. 

Although possessed with stronp: .intI .ihid· 
ing convictions of Llith, hc. 'l;.l~ _ ;dw;!ys 
tolerant and most und<:fst.l nd lf1,2 clI ot hus 
an J their bel icf s. 

Surviying besides his wife. Or['l, :1.re.;~ 
son. William i:;'., of B~ttk Cre<.:k: ;1 d:lU.C t1 -

tee. 1\1r5. Lucille l\{;lfX of En,~kw()()d. Fl.l,: 
t\-vo brothers, Jesse of H.lstin~s. hi ich., .uhl 
Harry of Kansas City, 1\10.: lour .L:r,tnJ· 
children, Leon l\{:ux .lnd ~\frs. l\"lyrn.~ 
Brown both of BattIc Creek. Ruhert !\1.~r):. 
Riverside, Calif.; l\frs. Ele.~!1{)r Cir,lld(,. 
Green5burr!. Pa.·, and <:i~2ht 2rc.~t·!..~rand-C"" (., \. ' 

children. 
Farev.'ell serVIces we:re.: ("(lnducted (lll 

March 26 from the: 1-I e:bb Ie.: eJu pc I 1 fl 

Battle Creek with his P;lst(lr. the Re\'. 

Leland E. Davis, officiating. Fir1.l1 re')tin,:: 
place was Bedford Ccrnctcn', Bl"l(()[d. 
Mich. 

EXPLAINEI) 

On December 1, 1958, the.: 1 ... 1oscow 
radio reported the decision of the.: cJ.bi n
et to change the d:ly of rest in the.: Sovi<.:t 
Union fron1 Sund:lY to S~ltllrlhy "t() [ned 

the wishes of the work.inp t~copIc.:." Fur
ther inquiry at the emb;lssy in \X/;lshin:~ton 
reveals that the chaf'!e;e of rest dJ.y ".-as 
for one week only - ':which cxrd.:.jn~ why 
so little \V;lS heard abou tit. 

1 3 
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Our churches in this country ar~ 
grouped geographically into nine Asso
ciations, several more than a few years 
ago. This division was made for greater 
so1i~arity and to promote a larger work 
in cases where distances were too great for 
effective planning. M·any efforts have been 
made in recent years and are still being 
planned to make the Associations a 
stronger link in the Seve~th Day Baptist 
work structure. The annual and semian
nual meetings of these nine groups of 
churches are the occasions when official 
consideration can be given to projects 
which can be better handled at this level 
than at the local or denominational level. 

Two Associations have already held 
their spring meetings - the Pacific Coast 
at Riversjde, Calif., April 17-19, and the 
Northern at Jackson Center, Ohio, April 
24-26. The theme on the West Coast was 
"The Sabbath Was Made for Man." The 
churches of Michigan and Ohio centered 
their attention on "Revival" with the field 
evangelist, Loyal F. Hurley, as the prin
cipal speaker. 

June is the month for Associations in 
the East and Southeast. On the first week
end of the month the Central New York 
Association meets with the Adams Center 
Church. On the second weekend the East
ern assembles at Shiloh, New Jersey. On 
the third, the churches in the Western 
Association meet at Little Genesee New , 
York. The last weekend of the month is 
the time for the Southeastern churches 
to get together with the Middle Island 
Church at New Milton, W. Va. 

Information as to the North Central 
Association dates is not yet at hand. The 
place is Dodge Center, Minn. It is under

< stood .. that it, too, will be on one of the 
weekend's in June. 

Seventh Day Baptists and others in
terested are encouraged to attend in large 
numbers and to notify the entertaining 
churches as soon as possible. In most cases 
lodging is arranged without cost to the 
guests and usually several of the meals are 
also free - depending on local facilities. 
Thes<? meetings are invariably times of re
freshIng and often occasions for serious 
thinking and planning. 
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The people of Salem and surrounding 

communities are thinking about General 
Conference. Committees are busy with the 
advance planning. 

The general sessions will be held in the 
college auditorium. Other rooms at the 
college will be available for committee 

. meetings, displays, children's meetings, 
and rest rooms. 

The visitors may have rooms with local 
residents, in nearby motels, or hotels in 
Clarksburg. Arrangements are being made 
for trailer parking. 

More details will be made available 
later. 

Greta F. Randolph, Chairman of the 
Information and Registration Committee. 

~D~~IP(j'@$D@k~rrurr 
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Honorable Richard M. Nixon, Vice

President of the United States, will re
ceive International Youth's Distinguished 
Service Citation at the 45th International 
Christian Endeavor Convention to be 
held in Philadelphia, July 6-11. 

Mr. Nixon will be presented with the 
award at the closing sessiof! by Dr. Earle 
W. Gates, president of the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor. He is to 
be the eighth recipient of this honor. 

In addition to serving as president of 
the Christian Endeavor Society of the 
Friends Church, East Whittier, California, 
in 1925, Mr. Nixon was also pianist. He 
has said that t!;te first time he got on his 
feet and talked was before this society. 
He also attended county and state Chris
tian Endeavor conventions in California. 

It is expected that more than 5,000 
youth of North America will attend the 
convention in the City of Brotherly Love. 

Winners in Christian Endeavor's eighth 
annual Citizenship Contest will be hon
ored at the Wednesday evening session. 
Top awards go to Patricia Sehorn of 
Astoria, Oregon, and Nancy James of 
Greensboro, North Carolina. (It is expec
ted that one or both of these short essays 
will be printed in the Sabbath Recorder 
as well as the prize-winning letter by 
Joyce Biswurm of Ashaway, R. I.) 
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By Joyce Biswurm=:: 

A prize-winning C.E. essay addressed as a letter 
[0 her local paper, the Westerly (R. I.) Sun. 

We live in a .time of strife, greed, and 
prejudice. Crime, delinquency, racial prej
udice, violence, and injustice are the big 
news topics in our papers. These are the 
results in society when each lives for him
self, heedless of the welfare of those 
among whom he lives. 

Therefore, I want to speak for Chris
tian citizenship. That means a way of 
life which is dedicated to the teachings 
and example of Jesus Christ. 

A Christian citizen lives for high ideals, 
love, and loyalty to the teachings of Christ. 
A Christian does not live merely to sur
vive, but for the better things in life. He 
also loves those around him as he loves 
himself. He accepts them in his way of 
life. In being loyal to the teachings of 
Christ, he is not just a follower but a 
leader, for he sets an example for others 
to follow. Rather than to mislead others, 
he willingly gives up some of his liberties. 
He considers all races of men as being 
created equal under God. His compassion 
for human need makes him a leader -in 
charitable community work. 

What if neighbors had these attitudes; 
if businesses were conducted on these 
principles; if we faced the needs of our 
community in this spirit? How pleasant 
our community would be. 

But this happy condition will never 
come until individuals are willing to give 
up selfish interest and dedicate themselves 
to Christ and His way. 

* Joyce teaches in Sabbath School, makes cover 
designs for the Ashaway Church bulletin, assists 
in a 4-H Club and is president and treasurer of 
the C.E. Society, also art editor of the High 
School Yearbook. 

"The church of His day was not con
spicuous for its spiritual w2.rmth ... but 
Jesus went to church on the Sabbath."
Charles H. Bond, in a Sabbath Rally Day 
sermon. 
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~nAd: .. td1C1ua[ Dinner" 
The Religion in AIllCrica[1 Life ./\!1!lu.:l 

Din n e r \vas he 1 d Apr i 1 3 () . 1~) <) t) . . d the 
Statler Hilton Hotd, Ne.:\\" )'ork, with ~.~ 
total of 680 present. St:u:nth 1),1), ILr'\ti~ts 
had a reserved t;lble. J\ttcndirn: were the 
Rev. and 1'.1rs. C. Hannon I)id~inson .lnd 
Mr. and 1\.1rs. Everett T. l-Luris. J r. 

Speaker ;It this dinnc:r. which [(:I're
sented RIAL',s tenth anni\Tr~.Lf\". W.tS I{oh
ert D. l'.furphy, Derut~· 1T ndl:r St:(, reLl r~' 
of State. 

For this event the prcss ,L:.l.\"C H,cli,!..;.iofl In 
American Life its ,vi dcst ~:..cc hi rn to d.tt c. 

r~r=VJS r.:RO[J~ r[-H: CHUG.CHE:S 
STONEFORT, ILL. - The p.l..5tnr, C;t.rIos 
McSparin, in a letter to the editor. tell:-; ()( 
the homecoming sc:rvicc of the (hurch 
v.rhich is held on the third S.~bb;1th of 1\'1..n· 
(Sabbath Rally Day). F ric n d s of th~' 
c h u r c h \v i 11 be i n t e r cst cd to k nov: t ILl t () 7 
\vere present on that occlsi on, 1·1 o[ them 
from Farina. 

A number of in1pro\,crnents h,i \'e heen 
made on the church property: SC\'CLd ne\": 
windows, back steps, cabi nets in t 11 e kit
chen, etc. The members are th.lnldul tl1.~t 
they have been ;lble to cIcar up the rnorl
gage (held by the l\1c:n1orial Fund), 

ASHAWAY, R. 1. - A series of "Spirit
ual Renewal" services was hc:Id at the.: 
Ashaway Church l\larch 2·1-28. Layrl1cn 
and n~ighboring pastors p:lrtici patc:d in 
each service "with the pJ.stor prc~:ching 
the sermon. The first of the week 50r11e 
of the church members ,vent out by t,;'o's 
to visit homes in the con1fnunity. 'rtH:Y 
found the experience cn jOYJ.blc ;lnd re
\varding. Some of our deJ.conc:sscs arc 
continuing to visit homes :lnd others hope 
to do more visiting. 

The church 'was happy to \vdcorn<.: fi\'e 
young people and one :ldult into the 
church membership on 11J.Y 2. They \l;cre 
all baptized the previous Sunday at our 
church in a joint baptism::d sen'icc with 
the Second Baptist Church of North Ston
ington, Conn. 

The Ladies' Aid Society put on ;1 supper 
recently which \vas successful in [;:115In/-.: 
money as ,veIl as cnjor~!.blc. The fnoney 
will help aUf youn~ rcork to ;~ttcnd 
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the Christian Endeavor Convention to be 
held in Philadelphia next July. 

Mother's Day was observed with a 
dedication service for babies and a sermon 
on the family. Following the church 
service the men of the church under the 
direction of Louis Savy served a ham 
dinner which the mothers en joyed very 
much. - Correspondent. 

ALFRED, N. Y. - The people of the 
Alfred Church, as well as those of the 
churches in the Association, enjoyed enter
taining the ministers of the denomination 
at their ,conference held here in April. 1ft 
was pleasant and inspiring to have them 
in our homes,and to be privileged to at
tend some of the meetings. 

A very impressive service of baptism 
was held Frida y evening, May 8, at, the 
,church, when members of two nearby 
churches joined with us. The Rev. O. 
Blakeley Hill, pastor of our Independence 
Church, baptized a number of young 
people of that church. The pastor of the 
Almond Uinion Church baptized one from 
his church. Our pastor, the Rev. Hurley S. 
Warcen, baptized four of our young 
people and one adult. 

At 'the regular quarterly meeting of the 
church 'held in April, Mrs. Gordon Ogden, 
Mrs. 'Lucille Hildebrand, and Mrs. Paul 
Saunders were elected as deaconesses. 

All societies of the church have been 
busy. during the winter and spring. Special 
mention is made of the recent tea an<l sale 
held by the Evangelical Society in the 
church parlors. Members ?.nd friends had 
a delightful time at the annual event. 

Several, of our members-those working 
for the ministers conference, the tea and 
sale, and the baptismal service, singing in 
the choir, teaching in the Sabbath School, 
etc.-are to be complimented on their 
ability and their willingness to do many 
things wherever and whenever it will aid 
in the work we are endeavoring to do for 
our Master. Correspondent. 

INDEPENDENCE, N. Y. - Ours is a 
small rural church, the only one in a wide 
area. We continue to be served by the Rev. 
O. Blakeley Hill of the Wellsville Disci
ples of Christ Church, who acts as pastor 
of all in· this area. At Easter time three 
young folks were baptized. Again on May 
8 there were six more baptized. Not all 
of these united with the church. We are 

sending in the names of five who did 
join. Miss Mary Lee, Carol and David 
Peckham were accepted as associate mem
bers. We regret that the three who joined 
by baptism a year ago and the four who 
came in by letter were not reported to the 
Sabbath Recorder. - Clerk 

!First Hopkilmton, JR.. I. 
By Baptism: 

Adelle Collings 
Peggy Collings 
Michael Spencer 
Kelsie James 
Sandra Burdick 
Nathan Collins 

Indepetmdellu:e, N. Y. 
By Baptism: 

Connie Sisson 
Judy Clarke 
Maxson Clarke 
William Clarke 
Sandra Hal1 

Nortonville, 11Cann. 
By Baptism: 

Judith August 
Irene Bond 
Gayle Johnson 
Russell Johnson 
Ileen McCoy 
Yvonne Prentice 
Eldon W. Quiett 
John Wheeler 
~Samue1 Wheeler 

.~====-
Crawford-Wood. - George Crawford of Tekon, 

sha, Mich.. and Lorna Wood of Battle 
Creek, Mich., were united in marriage on 
April II, 1959, by the Rev. Leland E. 
Davis. i)) 

Thorngate-1?ral1t1ey. - Wendell Thorn gate of 
Battle Creek, Mich., and Karen Pratley of 
Tekonsha, Mich., were united in marriage 
on May 9, 11959, by the Rev. Leland E. 
Davis. 

Davis. - A son, Roy Da~l1eI, to Frederick and 
Barbara Davis, Shiloh. N. J., on April 29, 
1959. 

@U~ 
==============-==-~ 

Ves~el", William R., son of Rufus and Lucinda 
(Lyda) Vester, was born May 8, 1869, in 
Carlton Township, Barry County, Mich.~ 
and died March 23, 1959, in Battle Creek. 
Mich. He was a 1icentiate of the Battle 
Creek Church. (Extended obituary on an' 
other page.) 
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When Children's Day comes in America, proud parents and indulgent friends took 
at the children of the church arrayed in their finest dresses and little suits as they 
climb the richly carpeted steps in well-appointed church auditoriums and please 
the congregation with songs and recitations. In far-off Taiwan (Formosa) these 
children gather at 6 a.m. hoping thQt every day will be "Children's Day." These 
children of an aboriginal village wait patiently and hungrily to have their cups 
filled with milk reconstituted by the deacons of the church and provided by 
Church World Service. 




