with many recommendations made to a
special church meeting that were adopted
and put into effect. ,

Plans are being made to entertain the
Eastern Association in Westerly in June.

The choir presented a cantata, “The

Crucifixion,” on Friday evening, April 15,

as our church participated in traditional
Holy Week joint services with the other
churches in Westerly. The junior choir,
under the direction of Mrs. Dwight Wil-
son, joined the senior choir on Easter
Sabbath morning in one of the anthems
appropriate to the season.

ALBION, WIS. — At the annual church
business meeting Pastor Victor Skaggs re-
ceived a unanimous call for 1960.

After the fellowship dinner, January 30,
the first workshop in the Program for
Advance was held. The beginning of the
Seventh Day Baptist denomination in
America was considered. The second work-
shop was February 13 with discussion of
the church and emphasis on the work of
the members. A pot-luck dinner followed
the regular morning service to enable
people to stay. These workshops were led
by Pastor Skaggs.

After the fellowship dinner, February
27, a workshop on church organization was
conducted by Mrs. Eleanor Walters. On
March 12 Pastor Skaggs was in New Jersey
on Conference business. The Sabbath
morning service was conducted by the
young people with Miss Donna Reierson
as leader. She was assisted by Miss Nina
Skaggs who gave the junior message; also
by Miss Margaret Slagg, Miss Barbara
Green, Miss Barbara Kenyon, Rollin Will-
iams, and Robert Kenyon, Jr. The senior
and junior choirs both sang during the
service.

The Lay Development Workshop, April
9, was the third session on the organiza-
tion of a Seventh Day Baptist church.
Plans had called for two sessions but due
to interest and discussion a third session
was held. This was conducted by Mirs.
Eleanor Walters, and was of special im-
portance to us as the church voted at the
quarterly business meeting to revise and
rewrite its constitution.

— Correspondent.

Daytona Beach, Fla.
By Baptism:
Charles B. Brossier II
Louise E. Brossier
Joy Kenyon
John Leonard

By Letter:
Mrs. John (Geraldine Thorngate) Leonard

Shiloh, N. J.

By Baptism:

Betty Mae Davis

Jane Ellen Harris

Clara Regenia Richardson
Miriam Ann Richardson
Darleen Elaine Wendell
Philip Clifford Davis
Jeffrey Randolph Fogg

B

Babcock. — A son, Charles William, Jr., to
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Babcock of Battle
Creek, Mich., April 11, 1960.

Fisher. — A son, Michael Ray, to Mr. and Mrs.
James H. Fisher of Houston, Texas, on
March 27, 1960.

Maxson. — A daughter Pamela Jo, to Mr. and

- Mrs. Richard Maxson of Lansing, Mich,,
January 27, 1960. :

Parrott. — A son, Matthew Ross, to Mr. and
Mrs. Charles (Bill) Parrott, Jr., of Wil-
liamston, Mich., February 1, 1960.

Spells. — A daughter, Pamela Jean, to Mr. and
Mrs. Errol Spells of Battle Creek, Mich.,
April 15, 1960.

Ot ezerredess.

Hubert. — Jeanette, was born in Haarlem, The
- Netherlands, July 14, 1881, and died in
Battle Creek, Michigan, February 4, 1960.
She was married in Amsterdam in 1907 to
Henry J. Hubert. Upon coming to this country
in 1913, they made their home in San Diego,
California, where Mr. Hubert died in 1918. She
came to Battle Creek that same year. A faith-
ful member of the Seventh Day Baptist Church,
she sang in the Battle Creek Church choir for
twenty-six years. She was an enthusiastic home
gardener. P

Surviving are a daughter, Mrs. Elizabeth Van-
Schaardenburg, of Battle Creek; two grandsons;
two sisters, Mrs. Nicholas (Marie) Ludowig
of Glendale, Calif., and Mrs. Jacob (Elizabeth)
Wilderom of The Netherlands.

‘Farewell services were conducted from the
Royal Chapel in Battle Creek with her pastor,
the Rev. Leland E. Davis, officiating. Final

.resting place, Memorial Park Cemetery, Battle
' Creek Township.

L.E.D.
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THIS 1ISSUE
andl

TS EDITOR

Theona Rasmussen

A glance at the table of contents and
the format of this issue will indicate to
the reader that Mrs. Rasmussen has pre-
sented here something uniquely helpful to
those who search for encouragement in
living the Christian life in these days of

stress and insecurity. She and her con-

tributors have well grasped the need of
the hour and have brought the light of
the Bible to bear on numerous problems.

Mrs. Rasmussen comes to this task with
a background of wide experience and
training and a consuming desire to serve
the Lord with her many talents. She at-
tended the University of Nebraska in her
home state and then went on to Yale Uni-
versity for an advanced degree in the nurs-
ing profession. After her marriage to
Stanley Rasmussen in 1948, they lived in
Chicago and worked in the local church
of their faith. They then went to Min-
neagolis where her husband was doing
graduate work. Here they were instru-

‘mental in organizing a Seventh Day Bap-

tist church with the assistance of nearby
pastors.

When Dr. Rasmussen’s work called
them to California she found opportunity
to serve the Pacific Coast Association as
the first editor of Pacific Tidings, a paper
designed to draw together the scattered
people of like precious faith. Taking a
year’s leave of absence, she and her hus-
band held faculty positions at Salem Col-
lege, Salem, W. Va. A mother of three
children ranging from 10 to 2, Mrs. Ras-

mussen has had opportunity to gain the

family perspective. Her experience also
includes working with youth in Pacific
Pines Camp. She expresses hope that the
young people who have contributed ma-

terial for this issue and those who make

wide use of it will receive a blessing.

Comments on this issue may be sent to.

the managing editor at Plainfield or to
the editor at 1410 Buena Vista Ave.,
Livermore, Calif.
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 TopTopTop Pric

Choose you this dav whom ~ve will serve. . .

LTty

— Josh. 24: 15.

STANLEY W. RASMUSSEN

Association with unbelievers malkes clear the recazen why the commandment,
“Thou shelt have no other gods before me,” is firet. Thiz iz not only the {irct

of the ten, it is the onc first step in beginning to belicve.

Anyone who has speat much timc in
military defense work .of any kind has
been exposed to a lot of talk about "pri-
ority.” NVithout “priority” a project will
not be carried out, no matter how promis-
ing it looks or how interesting. But almost
anything can be pushed through — if it
can get a high enough “priority.” Priority
ratings are indicated in various ways, some-
times by rather silly methods such as “'top”
priority for the less neecful work, “top-
top” priority for important matters, and
“toptoptop” priority for the essentials.

V7e meet the same. situation in our pri-
vate lives. We may want to buy a new car
— but the money must go for food. Cr
we may want to see the fifty states and the
rest of the world too — but we can’t feave
the job. Eating usually has a “toptoptop
priority’”’ over new cars or long trips.

The question now is this: What — or
V/ho — has the highest priority in your
life? There is a highest priority, whether
we are conscious of it or not, and it affects
all our decisions in one way or another.
The first priority is just that which is most
important to all of us. It may be merely
to stay alive — for most of the worldls
people,  that 1s most important of all
For others, it may be comfort, or power,
-or respectability, or love of family — any
of an uncounted number of things for
which people have given their lives.

~ Qur Logical Choice
- WWhat is at the head of our own “'priority
list”? There is only one logical choice.
¥/e believe, as Christians, in God the
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(Luke 9: 23). Or, more specifically, “If
any man come to me, and hate not his
father, and mother, and wife, and children,
and rbrethren and sisters, yea, and his own
life also, he cannot be my disciple” (Luke
14: 26).

Glod has a habit of asking people to give
up the one thing in their lives which they
most want to keep. Consider the rich
young ruler (Luke 18: 18-27). He was a
good man. He would do a lot to help
Christ’s ministry, and he lived a life that
none of us would call wrong. But God,
through Christ, asked for the one thing

he could not give — all of his money!
It is easy for us who have mi@r,ha‘d money

to see the trouble — but »~ . .- ™
do better, in his place?/ ... -
sure. SRR
Nowadays we hear| - =
— job security, prov
things like that. Secuj
of course. But God -
us to give it up. Ofte -
people to leave their ¢ -
comes, their property,
they have never been -
ever they may be able |~
insecure for the rest ol -

If Comfort Q. = =

Some of wus don’t | . :
money, or security. /o .
regularly and sleep er =
fied. Do we love comf} . =
Then, surely as tomG.iow-
will be asked to give it up. God has every
right to ask us to leave our good meals and
our soft-mattresses to do His work, and
very often, He does ask.

We all know that God approves of
families. But if we value our family above
God, He will not have us. Jesus made
that painfully clear in the verse quoted
above.

Even Life Itself

If we love life itself too much, then
life itself is the price of discipleship. From
many people who were full of life and the
love of life, He’ demanded nothing less
than that. The point is, God leaves no

4

choice whatsoever — we must submit our
wills to His in anything and everything.

Different Things Demanded

In brief, God demands different things
from different people. But the phrase, “no
other gods before me,” includes every-

thing. God leaves absolutely nothing we

can call our own. Nothing at all.

From a human standpoint, this is in-
tolerable. Granted that God has a right to
such complete control over us, why should
He ever exercise it? YWhy docs God some-
times make demands on us that we would
hardl ,,.exoect to make on our own chil-

- artial answer when He
\vshrp of the church is
ire and now, for the
ave put lower on the
: y even keep many of
: Possessxons — money,
>y — so long as God
~ - w, that we are willing
-~ _at this is not sufficient
-~ _pss of control of our
> Jesus thought it was,

2 and a Purpose

= r benefits that come
- Ifirst. Besides the fel-
. " ho are going that way,
i of meaning and a
We don’t wonder,

e Sy “What AT domg here?” or “What's the

use of all this?” We don’t find life empty,
because God has taken over in person and
His aims are our own. Owur lives, aimless
and temporary in themselves, have become
part of a master plan which includes the
whole universe. Through God, we have
meaning in the total scheme of things.

It is precisely when we have given up
everything that we have gained the most.
This is a paradox; it makes no sense in
purely human terms. Yet experience —
the experience of thousands of years —
shows it to be true. Kierkegaard said that
faith becomes truly worth while at the
exact point when it ceases to be reason-

(Continue to page 22)
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Stay Net Away

Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters.
and he that heth no money; come ye, buy, and cat:
yea, come buy wine and milk without money and

without price. — Isaizh 55: 1. ‘

MALETA O. CURTIS g

It may be possible mercly to recognize the existence of God mrc!!cciucliy but
Geod is lovo and o come to Him we must love Him. Thoe reverco of this is alzo
true: to love Him we must not fail ¢o come to Him. :

~en . L. .

If you catch a glimpse into; ™~

with baby birds, the impressios

ing but long, wide-open bill:
for food. Watching a moment
mother bird settle on the side
and drop a nice juicy worm .

the open bills. After several t: =« -
recexved their supply of fo

pr&-
5{362 ;«ﬁ’;<; ~; PR
hez L orrrririane musile o (T i el
pe' - I
atlgh AR e
Th
foi -

3‘

when He begims to asK; rooa1s = .

him. When your little boy ¢ e T

from school “‘starving to death‘ C

go and sit down but comes to! - o

begins looking in the bread bo:- -
jar, or the apple box and a

what's to eat?” Strangely enou .o

always find something to fill
stomach. .

Hunger after Righteouj S
Jesus said, “Blessed are the¢

hunger and thirst after righte o

they shall be filled” (Matt. 5:
fore we can be fed splrxtuallﬂ
need for a deeper experience v

must be hungry. We must der -

food. “For everyone that aske]
and he that seeketh findeth; = .
that knocketh it shall be ope =
7: 8). Kenneth Wuest transl
“For everyone who keeps ot
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~+be given, keeps on receiving.

» keeps on sccking, keeps on
1 to him who ke Cps on rever-

ag, it shall be opened.”

an unlimited supply and s

o1 us with plenty when we arc
~agh to seek for it Albert I

Ranl: An Lotolineesnle of

Ty
Kl

e

L G- ~-,_.,..;.f e e s et st i LY
. come 1n to him. and will sup
~d he with me” (Rev. 31 20).
~aing else 1s neceded herel Be-
can enter in, before the Holy
A6 us, our hearts and minds
~tred. Too often even after we
~.d Christ as our Savior. wec
s full of resentments - re-
cause of w ronm. to us. to our
> our loved onces: resentments
s because of the “evil-docers”
- arts, whether fancied or f'(“.il.

of bitterness springing up

: qkmd thoughts fill our minds.

C"’p within us. We must be
1wese things. Paul savs as trans.

3. Phillips, "Let there be no

10 more anger or {emper, no

toself-assertivencss, no maorce
no more malicious remarks”




Robert Boyd Munger in What Jesus Says
speaks of a “"home in the heart” which
must be cleansed with the help of Jesus
before He can come there to live. Some-
times, as in my own experience, it takes
hours and days of prayer and the loving
and wise counsel of an understanding
pastor before the heart is swept clean and
is empty. Then, and only then, can the
Holy Spirit come in, if we invite Him, to
abide with us.

The Holy Spirit needs to be invited in
immediately, or we will experience what
Jesus tells of in Matthew 12: 43-45, ““When
the unclean spirit is gone out of a man,
he walketh through dry places, seeking
rest, and findeth none. Then he saith, I
will return into my house from whence
I came out; and when he is come, he
findeth it empty, swept, and garnished.
Then goeth he, and taketh with himself
seven other spirits more wicked than him-
self, and they enter in and dwell there:
and the last state of that man is worse than
the first.”

It is my firm belief that we should
teach our young people early that God
sent the Holy Spirit to dwell with them
and to be in them (John 14).

Read Devotional Books

There are many books to which I could
direct you which express my feelings better
than anything I can write. Perhaps read-
ing good devotional books is one of the
first steps in developing a devotional life
which will keep us in touch with God.
This is an excellent way to fill the mind.
Beginning with religious fiction may be
a good way to ‘‘get the taste” for devo-
tional reading. Go beyond this to Fulton
Oursler’s The Greatest Book Ever Written
and you will find yourself alerted to cer-
tain incidents in the Bible which you never
realized were there. For your reading
get the book mentioned above, YWhat
Jesus Says by Robert Boyd Munger, and
read the various chapters on what Jesus
says about goodness, about “managing our
unmanageables,” about prayer, about the
exchanged life, and about His home in the
heart.

A book that thrilled me yet shamed

6

me, that inspired but humbled, is Victori-
cus Christian Living by Alan Redpath with
studies in Joshua. On page 248 Mr. Red-
path quotes Dr. Graham Scroggie: “All
Christians have eternal life; not all Chris-
tians have abundant life. We may serve
but not succeed. We may try but never
triumph; and the difference all along the
line is the difference between possessing
life and experiencing life more abundant.
This abundant life is simply the fullness of
life in Christ Jesus made possible by His
death and resurrection, and made real by
the incoming of His Spirit.” God offers so
much and we accept so little!!

" You say, I don’t have time to read
books.” Few of us do, but nearly always
there are a few extra minutes in the day
or evening (TV time, perhaps?) when
you can read a few paragraphs or a chap-
ter. This reading will deepen the desire

for study of, and instruction from, God’s
Holy Word.

Plan for Study

One writer has said, “"As helpful as
books may be, no book about the Bible or
commentary on the Bible should ever take
the place of the Bible itself.” It is difficult
to understand why it is hard at first to sit
down and just read the Bible, which is God
speaking to us. We have found ourselves
turning from chapter to chapter wonder-
ing how or where to begin. Some plan or
method should be used to keep us from
wandering aimlessly or going in circles.
Several methods are suggested by Howard
Vos in Effective Bible Study. A good
concordance, a Bible dictionary, Bible
commentaries, and different translations
are helpful. J. B. Phillips’ Letters to Young
Churches, and now his whole New Testa-
mernt, make many passages more under-
standable. Kenneth Wuest’s Expanded
Translation giving the full English equiva-
lent of the Greek text is considered by
some as the best translation at present, the
New Testament now being complete 1n
three volumes.

The Amplified New Testament is also
used by some students of the Bible.

Gtoup Bible study classes will not only
"g“ive\u-s instruction but also the desire to go

S
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to the Bible, and with the guidance of the
Spirit to search out the truths there for
us. Mr. Vos says, “The deeper things of
the Word are not reserved for a few
special individuals, but are available for
all who will search for them.”

Take Spiritual Food Daily

Now someone will say, "But I don’t
have long hours to spend in study.” Daily
food, a small amount, is better than an
enormous meal only once a week. So daily
devotions with a brief study of the Bible
are better than no study except once a
week on Sabbath. Have you ever been
embarrassed before God when you realized
two or three days after Sabbath that you
had left your Bible at church and hadn’t
even missed it? You had broken your daily
habit and had those days missed the spir-
itual food which is so important.

Someone has suggested that a large-
print Bible can be placed on a shelf over
the kitchen sink, on the breakfast table,
or in a convenient place where one can

“"take a bite”” as he passes by; a Scripture
verse can be taped on the mirror to be

memorized and pigeon-holed to be taken
out in time of need, a daily devotions
booklet with a few Scrxptures on a speaal
subject can be carried in a purse or in one’s
coat pocket. Jesus was able to subdue

Satan by quoting Scripture saying, "It is
written. > If your mind is filled with

God’s Word you always have an answer,
for Satan, for an inquiring friend, for
yourself. Let God feed you o}axly

Learn to Pray

The daily Bible reading habit, however,
is ineffective unless we accompany it with
earnest and humble prayer, yet many of
us have felt we did not know how to pray.
How many times have we asked with the

disciples, "Lord, teach us to pray’’?

We can read many books about prayer
and prayer techniques, but we can learn to

pray only by praying. Gradually the ex-

perience becomes more meaningful and we

find ourselves really talking with God.
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Often it is necessary to wait quictly un-
til we are conscious of the presence of
God. Dr. Day suggests a technique of
meditation before prayer: "Take off vour
hat (figuratively)' as a sign of reverence,
knowing you arc¢ in the presence of Gaod:
“shut the door,” shutting out all memorics
and thoughts which disturb vou: “open
the windows” and allow God's fresh air
to blow through your soul and the sun-
shine of His love to shine in; "fold vour
hands,” a sign of rest, quict, and peace.
By this time you will sense that God your
Father 1s beside you and you can speak
with Him in perfect confidence.

There are longer periods of praver.
flash prayers w ‘herever we ma vobel praver
groups where we unite our hearts and our
petitions. Frank Laubach i1n Praver. the
Mightiest Force in the World savs, 7Al
during the day, in the chinks of time be-
tween the things we find oursclves obligzcd
to do,”” therc¢ are moments when we can
pray.

Abide and Beliceve

Dr. Day’s book was a gift to me and
on the flyleaf is written, 7 "More things
are wrought by prayer than this world
dreams of’ when we pray

Asking
Secking _
Knocking
Believing
Accepting &
Thanking.”

One so often asks without believing: he
seeks and knocks and still doesn't accept
what 1s held out to him; and how muny
times do we forget, like the nince lepers,
to thank Him!

We ask and expect to get everything we
think we want rather than what God
knows we need. We quote Jesus when IHe
said, “If ye abide in me, and my words
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and
it shall be done unto you” (John 15: 7).
But 1t 1s the abiding that counts. \We

scarcely know the meaning of abiding in
Christ. If we abide in His will, then we
will ask according to His will and “he-

lieving” will receive. \
(Continue to page 19)
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The Day to Remember

@ workshop on practical Sabbathkeeping

Verily my sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is @ sign
between me and you throughout your generations;
that ye may know that I am the Lord that doth
sancitfy you.

— Exodus 31: 13.
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Workshop Members:

Beth Randolph Boyd
Katherine Davis
Della Fern Lippincott
Beverly Thorngate
Alton L. Wheeler
Leader: Guest Editor
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“What you are speaks so loud that I
can’t hear what you say’’?

Beverly: Attitudes are more effectively
caught than taught whether in dealing
with children or with other adults.

Katherine: The way we act towards the
Sabbath will either influence people to de-
cide we have something they want, or else
make them feel it is a hardship that doesn’t
fit in our modern world.

Leader: What do you consider the ideal
way to keep the Sabbath?

Beth: An ideal way would be to rest
completely from self and center our
thoughts on “God’s will be done.”

Della Fern: Each of us has his own ideal.
Mine 1s that from the time I leave school
Friday afternoon, the spirit of the Sabbath
is with me, and remains with me till I go

to bed Sabbath night.

Beverly: Beyond using the day as it was
intended, as a rest from our work and
activities of the other six days — and for
worship — I believe our Sabbaths will be
more meaningful if they are not spent in
just the same way each week. One Sab-
bath we may spend most of the afternoon
with someone who needs our friendly
interest. Another, we may feel the family
would benefit by getting off somewhere
alone. We need to be creative in our
Sabbathkeeping.

Leader: “"Creative Sabbathkeeping”™ —
that does sound like a worth-while goal.
Pastor Wheeler, can you add anything
before we go on ?

Pastor Wheeler: One suggestion I would
make is that we speak of “‘observing’ the
Sabbath at times, rather than merely
“keeping” it. I suppose that the latter
expression is an outgrowth of the fourth
commandment statement: ‘‘Remember the
sabbath day to keep it holy.” I think it
might be well to take note of the word,
“Remember,” which is ““Zakar” in the
Hebrew, meaning to “remember or to im-
print.”” It seems to point toward the future
rather than the past, to urge future observ-
ance rather than ito reflect on past experi-
ence. Hence the observer is reminded that
as long as he lives, he will do well to have
Sabbath observance imprinted on his mind.
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Problem Situations

Leader: Although we always hope to
achieve and maintain our ideals, there arce
problem situations that can create confu-
sion. Let me ask you about a fvw of these.
Suppose you are prepared for 2 skilled
profession, and the only job you can gct
requires you to work on Saturdays at
first. What should you do?

Beverly: There might be justification for
it, that special talents and training not b
sacrificed. However, I wonder if we take
enough initiative in secking alternative
solutions?

Beth: My opinion is that the best thing
to do would be to pray carncstly, expec-
ting an answer, and then abide by the an-
swer received. If you don’t rcceive an
answer

Katherine: I would try to have e¢nough
faith to believe that my prayer would be
answered.

Beth: Yes, and if it isn’t, you'd belter
look into your relationship with God. No
amount of gcod Sabbathkeeping will save
you if your heart isn’t right with God.

Katherine: I think that we too oftien
accept Sabbath day work if it turns up in
a job first thing, instead of having a little
faith and looking further, even in another
field. I feel that this 1s somctimes a test
for us from God that individuals fail to
pass.

Leader: If you work nine to five, what
do you do on winter Friday evenings with
sunset at four-thirty?

Katherine: There are several ways this
problem could be solved. Perhaps your
boss already knows about your Sabbath, in
which case you could ask to come in 2

Beth Randolph Boyd was
graduated from the Bris-

tol, W. Va., High School,
and spent two years at
Salem College. Mr. and
Mrs. Boyd live at Water-
side, Pa., and are active
in the Salemville Seventh
Day Baptist Church. They
have one small child.




half hour earlier and get off early. If your
request is denied, you could quit and look
for other work. Some individuals have
found satisfaction in giving that half
hour’s wages as their Lord’s Acre Project
or as a special gift. On the cther hand, I
wonder if squabbling over that half hour
would do more harm than good — or vice-
versa? — in letting strangers know about
our convictrons. It would seem that each
individual would have to answer to his
own conscience about giving an account to
God for his reasons for working on the
Sabbath. ~

Leader: We all agree that a doctor must
care for sick patients on the Sabbath. What
about other professions that are concerned
with the public health and safety? Should

nurses, firemen, or telephone operators
work on the Sabbath?

Beth: It seems to me you should trade
with someone who wanted Sunday off
unless you found it absolutely necessary to
work once in a while. I believe if you got
paid for work done on God’s Holy Day it
should be turned over to God in whatever
way He would have you use it.

Katherine: -It is necessary for us not to
take advantage of our profession as an
excuse to work on the Sabbath.

Della Fern: Since I was a telephone
operator before I came to Salem College,
I'll tell you how I handled the problem.
The girls at the office knew I kept the
Sabbath and were very nice about trading
hours. It wasn’t very long before on most
of my Sabbaths, if I had to work, I worked
from five to eleven at night. I felt satis-
fied, though, if only able to go to church.
I could work the rest of the day with a
spiritual attitude and a relaxed feeling
within.

Leader: What about traveling on the
Sabbath ?

Katherine: In this day and age traveling
may be more necessary than in the old days
but I can’t believe we should travel from
state to state for our own pleasure on

Sabbath.

Beth: I remember a cousin who was
returning from his wedding trip on the
Sabbath. The couple had one trouble after

10

bad, leaving them without lights.

It was getting dark and they
The generator went
By then
they were close enough to call for assist-
ance from a brother. Since our house was
near, they stopped; and while there the
brother’s car caught fire, completely ruin-
ing it. Right then my cousin and his wife
said they’d never travel on Sabbath again!

Leader: Should farm families alter their
pattern of doing chores on Sabbath day?

Beverly: Perhaps we could say that the
farmer, like the housewife, should do only
those chores which must be done each day.
Obviously, he cannot feed the cows twice
on Friday afternoon so as not to have to
feed them on the Sabbath.

Beth: My husband works on a farm for
his dad and really not too much of the
regular work can be altered.

Katherine: Some farmers feel they have
to go out into the fields but I think they
are wrong not to trust their crops more to
the Lord. Farmers do have a problem
finding ways to make their Sabbaths rest-
ful and honorable to God.

Leader: Suppose your hot water heater
has been broken for ten days and the
repairman comes on Sabbath?

Katherine: I would consider this an op-
portunity to witness for my Sabbath and
my Lord, and ask him to come back
another day. Even if there was illness in
the family or some other reason for need-
ing it, we should stop to think — “I'm
organized now so that heating the water
on the stovie is no longer such a burden.”

Beth: Yes. The ox isn’t in the ditch so
bad that he 'has to get out that very after-
noon, is he?

Leader: We think many types of recrea-

another.
still weren’t home.

Katherine Davis and her
husband, the Rev. Duane

Davis, are now at Lost
Creek, W. Va. They have
one son, David, 3. She
grew up in the fellowship
of the Denver Seventh
Day Baptist Church, and

year before her marriage.
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attended Salem College 1-

tron are all right on this day, but may you
sew or knit, if you like to?

Beth: I know a very sweet woman who
loves to crochet on Sabbath afternoon.
Knowing her, I am quite sure if she felt
she was cheating God she wouldn’t do it.
In my case it wouldn’t work. I'm not good
at it so my mind would not be free to
meditate on God.

Leader: Should children be encouraged
to play suitable games on Sabbath?

Della Fern: Yes, and especially the type
that includes participation by other fam-
ily members.

Katherine: We can’t expect them to sit
around and “‘twiddle their thumbs’ or they
will grow to dread the day.

Leader: If you play the only French horn
in a high school band so that they can
hardly do without you, should you partici-
pate in band activities even if those are on
Sabbath day?

Beverly: I would not neglect developing

‘a child’s musical abilities because of this

possibility. If a child is really indispen-
sable to the group, he might be allowed to
participate if it can be done without com-
promising the spirit of the Sabbath.

Leader: Could this apply to any desirable
group activity, if absence would detract
from the success of the activity?

Beverly: One lone Sabbathkeeping fam-
ily T know has just such a criterion for
regulating Sabbath day activity and has
done so without destroying the spirit of
the Sabbath.

Leader: Has anyone had any
experience with this sort of thing?

actual

Katherine: When I was a junior in high
school I played a clarinet in the band. We
couldnt have more than two excused
absences, so when my third excuse rolled
around for missing because of not march-
ing in a Sabbath day parade, I lost my
letter and it really hurt at the time. Now,
it’s not nearly so important as the fact
that I'm proud that I stood up for my
convictions.

Beth: In most cases, if I played the only
French horn and they really wanted me,
they’d better plan their band activities for
some time other than Sabbath.
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Leader: We've had some interesting dis-
cussions on these problems. Before we go
on, are there any other comments?

Beverly: Yes. I firmly believe that we
Seventh Day Baptists should take an
active part in community affairs. We have
much to contribute, and, also, it 1s 2 good
way to make oursclves better known.  As
Sabbathkeepers we must sometimes do
some skillful juggling in order to contrib-
ute our part. An example would be the
rummage sales which are invariably held
on Sabbath day, at least in our community.
The Seventh Day Baptist member can con-
tribute her share by sorting on FIriday
rather than selling on the Sabbath.

The Day Itself

Leader: Now let’s think about how we
actually spend Sabbath day.

Della Fern: Every home has its own
pattern.

Katherine: Perhaps the first point to bce
made is our preparation. We should be
ready for Sabbath by the time the sun
goes down on Friday night.

Beverly: As lone Sabbathkeepers we
have made Friday night a family night
We have our best dinner of the \*.ee}
sometimes with guests. Dinner 1s always
followed by a hymn sing and somectimes
games, showing of slides, or a marshmal-
low roast.

Katherine: Sabbath morning it would be
nice to have the father prepare breakfast,
followed by every one going to church and
Sabbath School. The afternoon would be
spent with guests or in family rclaxation.
Part of the afternoon could be spent by the
family calling on the sick and shut-in.

(Continue to page 22
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The 'Bright Face or Evil

Blessed is the man that waelketh not in the counsel
of the un odliv, nor standeth in the way of sinners,
nor swteth in the seat of the scornful.

— Psalm 1: 1.
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What's Bad About [t?

I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children

of the most High.
— Psalm 82: 6.

HELEN THORNGATE

This brief article, here reprinted, gives us a simple formula
for our own moral decisions. The truth and the distilled
wisdom found herein make these truly “words to live by.”
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One Step . . . Two Step . . .

Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on
a hill cannot be hid.

— Matt. 5: 14.
MYNOR G. SOPER

In this article we are able to talke a good look at a specific activity in the light
of Mrs. Thorngate’s question, “Is it the best and finest course of action?” We
are grateful to Pastor Soper for having the courage to write on a subject aboust

which he knows that many of ws have differing shades of opinion.

While the term “‘co-existence” is a rather
new one, the idea is not new. Long before
the Russian Communist leaders demon-
strated the idea of two ways of life — or
two ideals which are diametrically op-
posed, existing together and letting each
other live, so to speak — other forces of
evil had already put the plan into effective
action. Whenever and wherever evil can-
not gain the upper hand or extinguish
righteousness by sheer brute force, it re-
verts to other tactics. It trys to pose as
righteousness. Jesus warned us of this
when He said, “Beware of false prophets,
which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly they are ravening wolves. . .
Ye shall know them by their fruits.”

The leaders of communism have been
calling for co-existence for some time now.
They have been mouthing phrases of peace
and mutual concern one for the other so
much, that we who really want peace some-
times almost believe them. But we all
know that communism has no real inten-
tion of forever living side by side with
democracy. We need only to do a little
reading and research about the purposes
and tactics of world communism to know
this. There is real danger in our letting
ourselves think that perhaps we should
give in a little and try to live peacefully
with this system. It is impossible, for as
soon as we yield even a little they will
demand more.

Now this is exactly the way evil works
on all fronts. Let nothing fool you. Evil
is still opposed to righteousness and seeks
to destroy it. Many people in America
have found themselves in the rather em-
barrassing position of supporting com-
munism when they unwittingly joined
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what seemed to them respectable peace
drives, which turned out to be communist
front organizations. In like fashion many
Christians will someday be very embar-
rassed to find that by participating in many
seemingly harmless activities, they have
actually been helping along the cause of
evil.

An Area to Examine

One of the areas, at which I feel Chris-
tians need to take a long, scrutinizing look,
is dancing. Immediately many of you will
say, ““There’s nothing wrong with dancing.
. .. You're just trying to stir up trouble.”
No, I am not! I want you to do just as I
suggested — back off a ways and take a
good look at what it is, what its purpose
is, and what the results may be.

As we think about this matter, keep in
mind what has been said about evil’s con-
tinuous program of warfare against right-
eousness and’ that evil uses instruments
which, under some circumstances, are per-
fectly all right.

We would all agree that we are wonder-
fully and fearfully made. Our bodies are
complex and intricate machines which per-
form their functions in amazing ways. We
also know that our bodies are not the real
“us.” The real “us” is that spirit and spark
of life which comes directly from God,
and is housed within our bodies. But also
we need to remember that our bodies are
the “temples of the Holy Spirit.” What-
ever else this may mean, it means that the
Holy God, our Father in heaven, somehow
has a dwelling place in our bodies. Our

bodies should be the temples where we

(Continue to page 18)
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The
Keeping
Power

Now unto him that is able to keep you
from falling, and to present you fault-
less. . . . — Jude 24.

When we hear the story of a Christian’s
life, all too often it seems to follow a
familiar, three-part pattern.

Act I: the younger years, with oppor-
tunity to learn of God and His ways.

Act II: a rejection of religion, a depar-
ture from morality and the ways of God,
and indulgence in some or many unwise
or immoral activitres.

Act IIl: a recognition of personal
wrongdoing, repentance, and a return to
God.

Every one of us realizes there is great
need to hear about the experiences of con-
verted wrongdoers, for the world is full
of people who must find out that God can
help them turn to better ways. Further-
more, no other story compels a listener’s
attention like the tale of one who has in-
dulged in orgies of drunkenness, or dab-
bled in the depths of immorality, and who
has then experienced conversion and the
saving power of God. ,

Jesus Himself instructed us that there
is more joy in Heaven over one sheep
that had been lost than over the ninety-
nine which stayed in the fold. Still, such
stories do not always have a happy ending.
Not every lost sheep is found. Many
prodigal sons do not get back home.

We need to hear stories about God’s

saving power and find out how lives can.

be changed through Him. We need to
know about the keeping power of God,
also.

Not very often does anyone witness
wholeheartedly to the keeping power.
Once a lovely lady 94 years.old told of

going to a prayer meeting in a strange
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church in a strange city, where testimonices
were given. One man told of becing =2
sinner, becoming ill, repenting, and find-
ing healing; a woman gave a similar story:
others spoke on the same theme.

Our lovely lady found all of this just
too much, so she¢ stood up and told them
that she too had fallen short of being all
God wanted but had been forgiven for her
failings; but what she wanted to do wuas
give thanks for the keeping power of
God. From her earliest youth He had kept
her from grievous sin, He had guided her
steps, He had kept her close to Him.

She went on to tell of spiritual guidance
she had received, as when she prayed to
know of any additional thing God wantcd
from her, and felt compelled to study the
Sabbath question and so changed her
belief to the scventh-day Sabbarh.

She spoke of the fact that she found it
distressing to hear stories about Tlost
sheep,” especially when young people were
present, for they must never get the idea
that it is interesting or pleasant or cven
safe to be away from God.

Perhaps the reason why this kind of
witness is seldom heard is thot cvervone s

reluctant to say, in cffect, "Im o preity
good person — I've never done much of
anvthing wrong.” All of us remember

Isaiah’s words, "All we like sheep have
gone astray’”’ the familiar phrase has
the sure ring of truth — "W¢ have turned
every one to his own way.”

Yet humility must not keep us from
witnessing to the protection and sccurity
we have from God. We owe Him much
more than our silence.

We must tell others how to claim the
keeping power. “Thou wilt keep him
perfect peace, whose mind is stayved on
thee: because he trusteth in thee” (Isa.
26: 3).

We must never fail to acknowledge the
magnitude of the spiritual protection we
receive. "The Lord shall preserve thy go-
ing out and thy coming in from this timc
forth, and even forevermore” (Ps. 121: 8).
“And the Lord shall deliver me from cvery
evil work, and will preserve me unto his
heavenly kingdom™ (2 Tim. 1: 18).

T.IL.R.
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Waytraring

But he knows the way that I take; when
he has tried me, I shall come forth as gold.
My foot has held fast to his steps; I have kept
his way and have not turned aside. I have not
departed from the commandment of his lips:
I have treasured in my bosom the words of
his mouth.

— Job 23: 10-12.

For the world which seems

To lie before us like a land of dreams,
So various, so beautiful, so new,
Hath really neither joy, nor love,

nor light,
\Nor certitude, nor peace, nor help for pain,
; \\nd we are here as on a darkling plain
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.~ \Jdgnorant armies clash by night.
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by the Jews five times, I have been beaten
with rods three times, I have been stoned
once, I have been shipwrecked three times.

. I have known exhaustion, pain, long
vigils, hunger, thirst, doing without meals,
cold, and lack of clothing” (Phillips).
Things like this happened not only to this
man but to many and many another in
that time.

Here, then, were thirteen men of whom
twelve followed the Way of God as taught
by Jesus until the end of their lives. Does
it sound as if this way brought happiness
to any of them?

The Answer of Twelve

If you think not, listen to their own
words:

Paul: "I set no value on my own life
as compared with the joy of finishing my
course and fulfilling the commission I
received” (Acts 20: 24, Moffatt).

John: ““Yea, and our fellowship is with
the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ:
and these things we write that our joy may
be fulfilled” (1 John 1: 4, Moulton).

Peter wrote the one perfect phrase about
the Way of Christ, “Joy unspeakable and
full of glory” (1 Peter 1: 8, KJV).

These were gloriously happy men, who
preached of the good news Christ brought.
With life admittedly full of trouble, the
Way of these men must be a good way to
choose, then, for though they were well ac-
quainted with pain and suffering, they
knew a happiness so great they called it
by the compelling name of joy.

Our Guide

When we choose this Way, we are able
to follow a Guide who once traveled the
same road we will go, and we know we
can trust Him without reservation because
not once during His lifetime did He ever
falter or swerve by so much as a hair-

breadth from the true Way. He is our
Lord Jesus Christ, and it is a2 glory and a
high honor to go in His steps.

There is more to it than just followmg
after Him, though, for in addition we will
always have Him beside us as we go. Al-
though He died, He still lives, and we have
His faithful promise that He will never
leave us, for He said, “Lo, I am with you
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all the days, even unto the end of the
world.”

The Boolk We Need

A well-known book, the Bible, wus
written specifically to tcll us ’bou our
Guide and about following His Way. If
we are 1ne\p°r1cnccd with the Bible it mo Ly
at first be hard going, but many who arc
new to it tell that as they persist it sud-
denly “opens up’’ to them. Now there
are other books that also open up with
study, as we know, but the Bible 1s unusual
and even mysterious because with 1t this
opening up process is one that never stops.
There is always some new insight to be
found.

Although this quality of the Bible keeps
anyone from feeling certain he knows all
there is to know about the Way, there are
many things that arc made w huII\ Clear.
Jesus wants His followers to be like Him,
truly to follow Him in both beclicf and
practice. Even new seekers in the Bible
realize some of the things He wants.

\What He Wants

We must be unfailingly friendly, trying
to find something to like in cveryone. Dis-
like, hate, malicc, cnvy, }cﬁh)us), anger,
and other negative emotions arce wrong,
and lead, as Kipling once said, to the
“darkening of the Way.”" It is wisc to be
wary of passing judgment on anyonce, for
justice is a specific attribute of Almighty

God.

Morality 1s important. We who f()l]u\\'
Him should take no part in activitics w
consider questionable even though we run
the risk of being thought unfncndly or
uncooperative vxhcn we fail to participate,

Self-denial is always found, though it
may not show, for we may have families,
friends, children, comfortable homes, good
food, books, music, and other fine things.
We need to give up anything, however
(even any of those things), that migh:
keep us from following the Way. The
simple general rule is to refrain frmm Jdo-
ing anythmo wrong (whether wrong for
us or wrong for everyone), and the final
self-denial is to keep even from thinking
about wrongdoing.

In addition to self-denial, vou will find
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humility in people like this. We have been
well advised not to be “puffed-up,” that is,
not to try to show ourselves as better than
we are. This means we should ‘not see our-

selves as better than we are, either. It is.

important to recognize clearly how far
each of us falls short of the perfection of
God.

Finally, the Way is a way of service,
and we never follow the footsteps of Jesus
more closely than when we are caring for
those in need. The poor, the helpless, the
sick, the old — all of these need us, and
our feet are truly on the Way when we
care for them.

“Guide thou my feet,
I do not ask to see
The distant scene,
One step enough for me.”

T.L.R.

One Step — Two Step

(Continued from page 14)

continually bow down our spirit and wor-
ship God. We should be as careful of these
temples of the Holy Spirit as we are of
our churches, to keep them undefiled. We
were created with the instincts to propagate
life, but if that were all we would be
nothing more than animals. We were cre-
ated to propagate life by a plan which
God Himself ordained — that as men and
women come into adult life, they should
be attracted to one another and that finally

by the mutual love of two special people

they should, with the blessings of God the
Father, “become one flesh.” And thus life
continues. But the relationships which
come from the intimate fellowship of a
man and wife should be carefully reserved
for that day. In other words, our bodies
should be kept holy as God planned.

VWhat has dancing to with this? Simply
this! By dancing, we come into close
bodily contact with the other sex and
thereby stimulate the natural biological
drives of our bodies. Such stimulation is
not good either biologically, psycholo-
gically, or spiritually under these circum-
stances. What is a perfectly natural and
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wholesome biological drive under legiti-
mate circumstances is, under these circum-
stances, exploited and made a less whole-
some thing, even sometimes a thing of the
gutter.

So now some will say, “Because your
mind is evil doesn’t mean mine is.”” I think
that is dodging the issue! I will admit that
there are probably many who love to dance
simply because of the rhythm. That still
does not cause one to be immune to the

biological and emotional excitement which

comes with physical contact between the
two sexes. The question we should ask
ourselves is, “Does dancing and its impli-
cations help me to keep my body holy, as
a temple of the living God should be
kept?”

Other Results

But that is not the only result of danc-
ing (in fact, it would be nigh to impossible
to name or know all the results). When
Christians go to a dance they are fulfilling
the first purpose in the plan that evil has
spawned, for they who are supposed to
love righteousness put themselves in a
position of mutually endorsing, with
lovers of evil, a program where evil can
have the greatest influence. Christians here
cooperate or coexist with evil forces —
only as long, of course, as evil finds it
necessary or expedient.

When Christians either young or old
attend dances they are putting themselves
in an atmosphere which leaves them open
to wrong influences. The public dance
breeds such things as jealousy, fighting,
drinking, and immorality. I have seen its
influence in the armed forces, in cow
towns, and in colleges. Never does it have
a purifying effect upon its participants.
Jesus said, “By their fruits ye shall know
them.”

Another thing which happens if we go
to dances is that we encourage others to
do the same, and this may be the very
place that proves to be their downfall.
Dancing under well-supervised conditions
may eventually lead another person to
seek the same type of entertainment under
less favorable circumstances.
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Perhaps what we need to do is to define
the purposes of Christians and those of the
enemies of righteousness.

Our Christian Purpose

Once a person becomes a Christian, his
mission then is to glorify the Father in
heaven, in such a way as will draw others
to Him, that they too might be forgiven
of all wrong and receive eternal life. We
must ask ourselves this question, “Does
dancing glorify my heavenly Father?”
This should be our guide in all matters of
conduct. If the answer is "‘mo” then for
Christ’s sake, let’'s abandon it! The sacri-
fice will be well worth it.

Those who would oppose communism
appeal to others on the basis of loyalty,
love of freedom, and the democratic way
of life. I would appeal to you on much
the same basis: loyalty to Christ and love
for the way of righteousness. If we take
the time to define who our enemy is, what
his aims and goals are, and the tactics he
employs, we will see that dancing is just
one of the “front organizations” he uses
to promote the idea that righteousness and
evil can coexist, and thus he will eventually

‘destroy us. What steps will you take re-

garding this matter? Any step takes
sacrifice and dedicatron.

Pastor Soper is at present serving the North
Loup, Nebraska, Seventh Day Baptist Church.
He was formerly assistant pastor at the Seventh
Day Baptist Church of Los Angeles, California.

Stay Not Away
(Continued from page 7)
Worship with Others

We can hardly estimate the value of
corporate worship in developing our de-
votional life, when we gather together
with other Christians in love and united
purpose for worship of God through
praise, prayer, exhortation, and instruc-
tion. We enter the sanctuary with rever-
ence laying aside all our daily cares and
burdens, sitting quietly in the presence of
God, directing our thoughts away from
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ourselves to Him. W sing our praises,
bow in humble prayer, and fecl
of fellowship with our brothers and sivters
in Christ as we worship the Father.

QEPICioss

"I was glad when they said unto me.
Let us go into the housc of the Lord”
(Ps. 122: 1). "I saw also the Lord sitting
upon a throne, high and lifted up. and his
train filled the temple”™ (Isa. 6: 1), When
we catch this vision, we sce ourscelves for
what we are, for with Isaiah “we have
seen the King.” But by His grace we arc
cleansed and arc stirred to present all of
ourselves to Him ready to do His will. It
us never neglect this gathering togcther
in God’s house for worship!

NWitness for Him

If our lives are empticd of wrong and

filled with the Spirit, if we worship, prav.,

study, and have association and fc]lc)\a"sb.ig«
with God and with other belicvers, some
thing is bound to happen to us. There will
be performed in us that greatest of oll
miracles, the transformation of 2 life, and
those about us will not only hear what we
say, but they will sce the fruit of the Spirit

manifest in our lives — “love, jov. poace.
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, mech:
ness, tempcrance.” We can actually o
perience abundant life, victory throush
Christ.

When this happens and we are filled to
overflowing then. and only then, can we
give out to thosce about us of the hounty
of which we have recceived and be truc
witnesses for Him. This is the purposc
for which we were sent mnto this world,
that we may witness to the sutiicionoy of
Christ, not to a rccord of our own cood
deeds and faithfulness.

Mr. and Mrs. Gleason M. Curtis cre sionibhers
of the Riverside. Calif.. Scventh Doy Buaprie
Church.  They are active in Lav Developmens

and Pacific Pines Camp programs. Nrio Curtie
is a deacon; and as trustce Lives mudh time to
the maintenance and 1mprovement of (hurdh
property. Mrs. Curtis 1s assistant to the pastos
in editing The Church Chimes.  She s churdl

librarian, and also treasurer of the Pucific Coner
Association.




Baptism .
W@[ﬁdg from Our Past

Except a man be born of water and of the Spiric he
cannot enter into the kingdom of God.— Johmn 3: 5.

OSCAR C. BURDICK

What is prerequisite to Baptism? How deo Baptists view the salvation of young
children who dic before they have been baptized? These and other pertinent
aspecis of the subject are considered in this compilation.

1704 T T"m<ible men, phys1c1ans and others, who
Joseph Stenmett, Sr. C L BRI \approved of it.” (p. 34)

Baptism is an “outward sign of(:
Grace.” This is quoted from the B:
Common Prayer. Joseph Stennett, & -
used this phrase in An Answer tg .
David Russen’s Book, Entitul’d fu
mentals without a foundation, or ai” N ’
picture of the Amnabaptist &c. (Lomw { 1775
1704) | Samuel Stennett

| 1772 / SR ”\ourt John 3: 5: “But can any one
Samuel Stenmett /‘/ ne, that an infinitely merciful God
Lo “\susp pend the final salvatm

.jA_,qsmtlve institution./”- of infants, upon o
i lay an undt ":"'f:b,ect to theLr//

: ‘ ln.i?"”"""""

#7}) quotations were from Samuel
¢, Remarks on the Christian Min-
,@easons for Administering Baptism
ka.l_mg or Pouring of Water (Lon-
Tl /1772)

Plrlt

Atural

. & / regen-
ordinancy. he term
grand pn\ .pture to
infants fre - ins of the
necessity ofy proper to
and of a e\ s connectlon
proof that he N " (p- 31)

He accepts Ru, /

in Scnpture or

who were supposk
spnnkled (p. xiii),

“That ordlnanc\\'
‘but a memorial of itx"

“If Mr. A. (Dr. Addi.
ent) means no more by
Christ would not have baptlsm adu‘r
istered to any at the manifest hazard
their lives, ; the Baptists intirely aé{
with him, and for the reason he has :
tioned, ‘because God will have mercy ay - . /This group of quotations is found in
not sacrifice.” ”’ (p- 33) \~ gamuel Stennett, An Answer to the Chris-

“Prejudiced as people were formerl; }mn Minister’s Reasons for Baptizing In-
against the practice of bathing, there were«_/fants (London: 1775)

fism a condition
/t hat Baptism is a
fth and repentance.”

_nfant ba:ptlsm ‘has a direct and natural
uﬂency to beget in the minds both of
-ents and their children a false hope
~-{ an unwarranted dependence.” (p. 171)
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1811
Henry Clarke

“Water baptism confers no grace.
“Faith was ever a prerequsxte for Bap
tism.” (p. 110)

“A suitable candidate for baptism, must
be an adult person; one capable of hearing
and understanding the doctrine taught;
and also of speaking to confess the Lord
Jesus; and consequently, that has a firm
belief in God, Christ, &c. or they are not
candidates for baptism according to God’s
appointment. As to the degree of Faith,
previously requisite to the ordinance of
baptism: I conclude, the scriptures leave
that to the conscience of the candidate.”
(p. 117, 118)

From Henry Clarke, A History of the
Sabbatarians or Seventh Day Baptists in
America (Utica, N. Y., 1811)

7

1846
James Bailey

About the early disciples and followers,
“They were first taught the gospel of the
kingdom and afterwards submitted to its
ordinances. They were all capable of hear-
ing and understanding and believing the
doctrines that Jesus taught.” (p. 2)

Concerning Matt. 28: 19f.: “Before
men could be made to embrace it they must
be taught.” (p. 2)

Acts 2: 38: ‘‘Peter admitted none to
baptism but penitent believers in Jesus
Christ.” (p. 2)

About Acts 18:8: “‘faith in the gospel is
a pre-requisite to baptism.” (p. 4)

“Baptism is the visible entrance into the
church.” (p. 12)

Taken from Rev. James Bailey, A
Treatise on Baptism (about 1846 according
to Miss Evalois St. John, librarian of the
Seventh Day Baptist Historical Society).

1896
A. H. Lewis
“Baptism is the sign of regeneration but
not the means of it.” (p. 27) A. H. Lewis,

Seventh-day Baptist Handbook (Plainfield,
N. J., 1896)
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1904
George B. Shaw

““The proper subjects for baptism are all
those who give credible evidence of having
been regenerated by the Holy Spirit . . . .
in its logical order, as sarth the text, "‘Re-
pent and be baptized.” " (p. 40)

“Baptism is the immersion of 2 believer
in water as a token of his regeneration
through union with Christ.” (p. -13)

From George B. Shaw, Pulpit Gleanings
(Plainfield, N. J., 1904)

The Rev. Oscar C. Burdici: is Assistant Librar
ian at the Pacific School of Religion, Berhiclev.
Calif., and leader of the Bay Arca Scventh Doy
Baptist Fellowship.

(Continued from page 12)

establishments devoted to the so-called
worldly pleasures try cqually hard to be
attractive. QOur msqmqr\ young puerson
with the background e described would
have a hard time dcudmg these places
could be harmful.

He would find, morcover, that pract-
cally all of the intellectuzl and civic and
social leaders in town patronized and en-
joyed these “‘palaces of pleasure.” and he
would see or hear of them doing many o!
the things he thought were wrong. Instead
of being the ugliest, he could hardly fail
to note that the girls with bad reputations
were often the prettiest and friendliest

Our imaginary young friend, and ali
young people everywhere, must be warned
that evil has a bright and attractive facce
They must be shown the way life really s,
Of course, every thinking person hknows
that evil does have a dark side. but often
this does not show up until it is too latc.

The young person must furthermore be
completely armed against all kinds of
wrongdoing. Sometimes people  seem
afraid to mention whole arecas of human
conduct to their children. Young people
deserve better of us than to be left 1gnor-
ant in matters that really count. “They
need to be fully warned of the attractive-
ness and the lure and the pull and the fun
of many kinds of ¢vil. Otherwise thev may
be lost. ' T.I..R.




Topleplep Prierity

(Continued from page 4)

able, and he is backed by both experience
and logic. 4

Likewise, in giving as well as believing,
it simply will not do to be detached, con-
trolled, reserved, or sensible. God cannot
ever be reached that way. He holds peo-
ple off to the extent that they hold them-
selves off from Him — no more and no
less.

We May Choose

Perhaps we can see now why God makes
this total demand upon us. God wants us
to amount to something, to be more than
blind existences in a meaningless array
of events. He wants us to share in the
divine nature — God really wants us to
become like Himself. We don’t have to
do it, of course. If a man really wants to
be put in jail, he can generally find some-

thing to do that will get him there. In
the same way, a man may refuse to accept
the freedom and joy of God’s presence —
if he prefers to be confined by his own
nature. We have indeed the freedom of
choice — even the freedom to lock our-
selves up and throw the key away.

These things that we worship instead of
God, these little false gods that get so
magnified and seem so important — they
are wrong merely because they keep us
away from our true freedom. It is love,
not jealousy, that says, “Thou shalt have
no other gods before me.”” We have got-
ten comfortable in our little round of
private pleasures and duties, just as a
prisoner gets to be comfortable in his
chains. But it is no selfish tyrant who takes
those chains off — it is Love in person.

Dr. Stanley W. Rasmussen is a Senior Physi-
cist at the Lawrence Radiation Laboratory in
Livermore, California.

The Day o Remember

(Continued from page 11)

Leader: When should we do our bath-
ing, shoe polishing, and similar prep-
arations ?

Beverly: Such preparations as shampoo-
ing and shoe polishing can teach a child to
plan ahead for the Sabbath.

Beth: Should the shoes you wear
through the week be the ones you wear on
Sabbath, too, maybe they should be pol-
ished Friday night or Sabbath morning or
they’ll be dirty when you get to church. 1
would imagine you wear the same skin
throueh the week as on the Sabbath, so
possibly it could be bathed after the begin-
ning of the Sabbath. Take for instance my
farmer husband, wouldn’t he smell nice
for church if he made all preparations on
Thursday night or even Friday morning?
I do think since you don’t wash your hair
every day, it could be done before Friday
sundown.

Della Fern: Most of the preparation
should be done the day before, and always
plan for more on Sabbath, for guests
around the table add to Sabbath fellowship.

Leader: What about dishwashing?

22

Beverly: The Sabbath is more rewarding
to me personally if dishes are done — and
beds are made. '

Katherine: In a workshop on the Sab-
bath at the Lost Creek Church, soon after
we moved here, we discussed ways to
make the Sabbath more enjoyable to each
member of the family. One idea mentioned
was that a woman’s hands should never
have to touch the dishwater on Sabbath.
Of course, in most families we agreed this
was impossible but, nevertheless, we
agreed it would be nice.

Leader: What activities are essential?

Beth: Church, or, if a lone Sabbath-
keeper, a devotional period, seems to be
the one essential for everyone who truly
wants to observe the Sabbath.

Katherine: Yes, and then even if we
don’t enjoy afternoon or evening meetings,
I think it is our duty to God, our church,
and ourselves to support any activity the
church may try to carry out.

Beverly Burdick Thorngate and her surgeon
husband, Stephen, now live in Monterey, Calif.
She was graduated from Milton College in 1948.
Before locating in California Dr. and Mrs.
Thorngate lived in St. Paul, Minn., and were
active in the Twin Cities Church. They have 4
children.
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DPella Fern: A church-going family is a
happy family. Also read the Bible, and
study nature and God-given things around
you, and talk things over with one another.

Leader: After the essentials, how should
we spend the rest of the day?

Beverly: I would say that recreational
activities which are not pure entertainment
and are pursued by the family or with
a small group of friends would be

acceptable.
Della Fern: Remember some of the

wonderful hikes over the West Virginia
hills we’ve taken together on Sabbath
afternoons, Beth?

Beth: Yes! and just food for thought —
a person works in an office or somewhere
else where he gets little exercise, would
it be more rest for him to sit and read, or
play some strenuous sport?

Leader: Is there anything else to say
about the way we act on this day?

Pastor Wheeler: Let me add that the
way in which adults and parents now inter-
pret and observe the Sabbath will make
many indelible impressions on the chil-
dren and other members of the younger
generation for years to come.

Leader: Now it is time to see if we can
come to any conclusions. Pastor Wheeler,
will you draw from what we have said,
and from your own experience, and lead
us in this?

General Conclusions

Pastor YWheeler: Everything I have heard
strengthens the conviction that I have
always held, that planning is the key to
successful Sabbathkeeping.

Della Fern: What a truthful statement
that is! If you haven’'t made some plans,
you lose part of the value of the Sabbath,
although our planning should be flexible
to meet unexpected needs. But this state-
ment first made me think in terms of my
future, because, as I graduate from college,
unless I plan to some extent where to
teach, I would probably not get in a loca-
tion near a Seventh Day Baptist church.

Pastor Wheeler: We must plan for each
Sabbath, then, but in addition, Sabbath
planning should be done for our whole
life. It seems to me that we have agreed,
though, that no general set of rules can
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ever be made that will
sttuation.

Beth: I believe that if there were ooy
such set of rules that could be made. Gold
would have made them, and shown them
to us in such 2 way that 1 would e
undeniable.

Della Fern: Wouldn't we find that the
rules lone Sabbathkeepers make vwould be
different from thosc¢ of others? Yoo we
are all Sabbathkeepers.

Katherine: Each individual or family haes
to think his Sabbathkeeping  through.
Jesus’ controversy with the Pharisces was
over this point. Theyv had {formulated
list of "Do’s and Don’'t’s” which took avay
from the truc Sabbath spirit.

Beth: What would our religious life be,
anyway, if all we had to do was obey o sl
of given rules? When we do our own
thinking, testing, and judging, then the
results are ours. This makes for o grow-
ing religious experience.

Della Fern: Yes, through oxpericnce and
the love of God we obtain strong tarth.

Pastor Wheeler: We must think for our:
selves, as you say, not only in Sabbuth-
keeping but in everything — but. should
we think for others, too? At lcast. should
we to the extent that we always avord
doing anything which might be misundeor-
stood by others?

Katherine: Yes, unless 1t 1s o muaticer of
life and decath. We arce told v Paul's
writings to be careful not to muakic our
brother stumble; however, Jesus did not
hesitate to heal on Sabbath, knowing full
well He would be understood.

Beth: If we want others to seo wha! Sab
bath can mean, we must do cevervihing we
can to help them, and avo:d all that could
cause them to fall.

Pastor Wheeler: Shouldn’t we be excep-

CONCT CACTY
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The Reverend Alton 1
Wheeler is a past presi-
dent of the Sceventh Day
Baptist General  Confer-
cnce, and 1s now pastor
of the Riverside, Calif,

Bapts

Scventh Dav

Church.
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Ne beok is so precious to so many people as the Bibkle, the
Bool: that men have sought to lese sight of eor discredit Le-
cause it spealks fo them of their sins. An cpen Bikle deoes
more than convinee men of sin; it poinfs them ¢o the Savier
and gives them present peace and a foretasie of futurc [oy.






