
home of Mrs. ·Axthle Guyer .. The· d'a.y 
was spent mending and packing clothing 
for Child Welfal'e' of Bedf.ord County. 

···The Youth Fellowship sponsored a Har
vest H.ome supper· Sunday evening, No
vember 22. They presented .a program on 
uLet's Give Thanks:· ·Mrs. Axthle Guyer, 
the leader .of the youth greup, served a 
chicken supper t.o the. class at her home 
on Sunday evening, December 6. An ex
change' of gifts. was: enjoyed. 

The Women's Society held their month
ly ··.meeting and annual 'ChK'istmas party 
with the exchange .of· gifts at the h.ome .of 
Mrs. Sherman. Kagarise· .on December. 9. 

The Juniors and Youth Fellowship' gave 
a Christmas program on Sabbath, Decem
be!. 26 .. 
: .' The. booklet~, "My Spiritual Inventory," 
have been. dis.tributed. 

- .Correspondent. 
ALFR~D, N. Y. -.. The annual ·Christmas 
luncheon ,given . by. the Evangelical So
ciety for all women·.of the church and its 
societies was· held .on DecembeK 9 a!.t the 
parish' h9use. Seventy women attended 
th~ -luncheen and program. This included 
the singing .of carols, Scripture., handbells 
by the Alfred Bellringers, a Christmas 
meditation, and a s.ol.o. Om special Ouist
mas preject. this year was f.or the inter
mediates of our Sabbath School. Fifty dol
lars was contributed fer·. the purchase of 
chairs for the intermediates in the Miriam 
Shaw R-oom in· the church. 
, Christ~as was .observed at two· Sabbath 

mornirig services. On' December 12, carols 
were sung by the Cherub~ .the Juni.or, and 
the Seni.or Choirs of the church. Pastor 
Wafren had a meditation en Christmas 
as a fitting highlight of the·sendee. On 
the .. following Sabbath, the Senior Choirs 
of the Union University Church and the 
Se~enth Day Baptist' Church joined in 
presenting HAn Arrangement of Christ
mas Carols and Chorales" arranged and 
directed by. Dr. David N. J.ohnson. The 
pastor's meditatien was ccEmmanuel." 
These two choirs presented the same pro
gram the following day at the University 
Church service. 
.~n Sunday evening the church Christ

mas' Party was held· in' the parish house. 
Th!s ; .consisted of a fami! 1" dinneK under 
the sponsorship of the S. D. Fellowship 
for all families .of the church, followed by 
a . program by the Sabbath School. At this 

time, one of the features was the singing 
of seasonal selecti.ons by both the Cherub 
and the Junior Choirs. 
. On January 10, the church held its an

nual business meeting following a family 
supper in the parish house. The following 
officers were elected: president, Winfield 
Randolph; vice-president, Berwyn Reid; 
treasurer, Mrs. Edith Place; ·clerk, Dr. 
Paul Saunders; assistant-clerk, Mrs. Leah 
Crofoot. Elected to the Board' of Trustees 
were Mrs. Claire Randolph, Frank Snyder, 
and Dr. Willard J. Sutton. 

- Cerrespondent. 
DAYTONA BEACH, FLA. - The Lay 
Development Program in .our church has 
created much interest with a very high 
percentage~f the congregatien partici
pating. Everyene has felt the inspiration 
of meeting tegether to discuss .our prob
lems and ways we may better serve the 
Master. Already, some .of the recommen
dati.ons made at the "Buzz Sessions" have 
been put into practice and we begin this 
new year with a great deal of zeal and an
ticipatien for the months ahead'. 

The annual business meeting with elec
tion of officers was held in the church on 
January 5. Annual reports were read and 
ether business transacted. A fellowship 
dinner followed the meeting. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lyman Coon, winter resi
dents here (frem De Ruyter, N. Y.), were 
honored with a receptien in the social hall 
on December 29 for their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary. A gift of money 
was presented tD the couple by Dr. O. B. 
Bond', frem the church members. 

Church Aid meetings are held menthly 
during the winter and spring. Sewing 
children's cotton garments fDr Nyasaland 
is a project under way at present. 

The Sabbath SchoDI presented white 
gifts of canned food at Christmas, which 
were later distributed to needy families 
outside of the church family. A lovely 
Christmas pageant tODk .over the Sabbath 
School peried on December 19, with both 
the chifdren and adults taking part. 

Visitors frem .our nerthern churches 
have been nurnerous during December 
and January and we welcome any .others 
th~t may be in the vicinity of Daytona 
Beach on the Sabbath. We are l.ocated 
at 145 First Avenue, just .off of u.s. 1 
which runs through the city. 

- Correspond·ent. 
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Rev. C. Rex Burdick 

It has been the editor's purpose in the 
preparation of this issue of the Sabbath 
Recorder to bring to our thought and atten
tion some of the basic factors which relate 
to the life and work of the church. It is 
presented with the hope that readers may 
find a richer and more meaningful church 
life through its study and that the church 
may increasingly become the force in the 

- world that God intended it to be. 

Mr. Burdick comes to his first editorial 
assignment well qualified by training and 
experience. His purpose as sta~ed above, 

. will be found to be well car ned out. 
A successful and much-loved pastor, he 

has served in three more or less rural 
churches and one ci·ty church. As a stu
dent of Alfred School of Theology he 
pastored the Independence, N. Y., Seventh 
Day Baptist Church during 1945 and 1946. 
Continuing his seminary studies at Faith 
Seminary in Philadelphia he pastored the 
Marlboro, N. J., Church from February, 
1947, to January, 1955. During this time 
he earned his Bachelor of Theology and 
Master of Sacred Theology degrees. 

In his college town of Salem, W. Va., 
he taught in the R·eligious Education De
partment while pastoring the local church 
from February, 1955, to December, 1958. 
His present pastorate is at Verona, N. Y. 

For 12 years Mr. Burdick served as 
chairman of the Publications Committee 
of the Tract Board. He is now a member 
of the denomination's Ministerial Training 
Committee. 

. He and his wife (the former Bette 
Li ppincott of Battle Creek) have five 
young children. Their buoyant faith has 
brought them through numerous trials. 

Expect a blessing as you read this issue 
and write to the publishers if you would. 
like to have the weekly Sabbath Recorder 
on a subscription basis. 

-Managing Editor. 

Commonly, that building is called a 
church in which public worship is con
ducted and which houses the functions and 
act1vlttes of a worshiping congregation. 
Also the group which worships in such a 
building is called a church. Sometimes a 
particular denomination or organization 
of people who profess Christ is called a 
church. These are lin'lited secondary 
meanings of the word for the Biblical con
cept of church cannot be comprehended in 
wood, stone, and mortar, nor confined to 
a geographic area or to persons of a single 
persuasion. Church translates the Greek 
word, Ecclesia (literally, called out), and 
in its Christian use very appropriately re
fers to those persons of all time and all 
places who have been called out from the 
error of godless lives and the dread of 
godless eternity to the joys of forgiveness 
of sins, life-sharing feIIowship and sen'
ice of Christ, and the hope of eternity in 
the presence of God. 

Very conceivably sonTe who do not be
long to local congregations at all may be 
a part of the church in this larger and 
spiritual sense, ~vhile some faithless per
sons whose names are on the church roles 
may know nothing of this true and spirit
ual church. The true Church, it may be 
fairly said, in that universal body of be
l ievers of all places and alI time who trust 
in Christ and follow Him in lives of godly 
serVICe_ 

The Church is the Body of Christ 

"For as in one body we have many mem
bers, and all members do not have the 
same function, so we, though many, are 
one body in Christ, and individually mem
bers one of another" (Rom. 12: 4, 5). See 
also 1 Corinthians 12 and Ephesians 4. 
This is a very beautiful figure which St. 
Paul used to describe the Church. There 
are many implications, but two will surely 
make the experience of our own church 
life much richer. 

If the Church is the Body of Christ, 
then Christ is the Head of the Body, the 
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Church (Eph. 4: 15) . Now the: purpose: 01 
the head is to direct the f!10\·CC11<:ots of thl' 
body. From the he~d, irnpuIse:s tLn·d out 
over the nerve systcn1 to e~1.ch rurt ieu I:r r 
organ and the orgJ.f1 n:sponds to thl' di
rection f ronl the head. On I r w he:n the 
organ is diseased docs it rC'fus:.: to do the 
bidding of the head, or in case: the.: nc[\'C' 
line of communication is darnap:e.:d. it dues 
not receive the D1CSSa[!C [r0f11 the h<':.1(L 

< 

Is it not the: S~lnlc: with the Body nf 
Christ, the Church? Ou r pu rpose.: is to 
obey the \vill of the 1-1 cad. Christ. I ( Wc.

do not do it. it is becausc: we :lrc spiritlLlII\' 
diseased and inc:1p3.blc of Joing His wi I I 
- or because the line- of C0I11f11uniclt iC)r1 

(prayer) has bc'en broken :lnd I-Tis will is 
not getting through to us. 

The Bible ~dso teaches in the s.une p.:,,
sages that as mernbcrs (or.~:1ns) of the 
same body. ",'e belong to c:lch other. \'\:c 
are not so m 3 n vis 0 h t c: din d i v i d u ~d s . h 11 t 

we are bound toJgethcr in :1 fll11tll:d fcllow-
< 

s hip i n w h i c h \ve :1. I Ish:l r c . 0 n I y the en n -
dition of Christian lo\'c Cln possihly exist 
in the true rhllrch and the whole Body 
(Church) bc-coBles ill when cven one mC'In

ber is out of feIlo\yship with the re.:st. Tl11' 
healthy functioning of the: whole is .lSSlIrl'd 

when each membcr fi nds his pl.tCl· :l nd 
does his parr in the lo\'c of Christ, 

The Church is the Bride of Christ 

Another very beautiful figure used in 
the New Testanlent to dc>scribc th(.· Church 
is that the Church is thc Bride of Christ. 
This speaks of the s~credn<.:~s of the horne. 
but it also spe~lks of the rchtionship of 
love and submission \vhieh thc: Church 
holds to the Savior. B:lSicdh", the.: rclatio!1-
shi p which the Chu rch ho 1 cis \vit h eh rist 
is a relationship of 10\'c. Anything less is 
unworthy the Biblical conn:pt of thl' 
Church which we see in this pictur<:. 

A bride may h~\'c nlanr Iovd~\ (]u:l1itics 
which .endear her to the heart of her hus
band. She nla), also h:1.\'e \':1Iu:lb1e posses
sions and resources that 111a), appeal to 
him. Other circu111stanccs Il1:1.\· cxist which 



In discussing this subject it is necessary 
to consider at the same time two other 
questions related to it. If the answ,ers to 
these are not clearly understood the an
swer to ,the main question is likely to be 
misunderstood. First, let us ask why 
one needs to become a Christian an ywa y. 
Then after thinking about how to enter 
that life we must consider how becoming 
a Christian is going to affect him from 
then on. 

Two New Testament characters will 
help to show the universal need of what 
Christianity, or rather Christ, has to offer. 
The woman of Samaria, about whom we 
read in the fourth chapter of John, had 
plumbed the depths of sin and disgrace to 
a point where, humanly speaking, there 
was no return. Nevertheless, Jesus offered 
her the water that would be a fountain 
springing up into everlasting lif.e. On the 
other hand, Nicodemus had tried in his 
own strength to perfect his knowledge of 
the law and to observe it. Even to him 

make her desirable. But neither the qual
ities nor the resources nor any other such 
circumstance make her the bride. A wo
man becom·es a bride because, and only 
because, a man has chosen her and' she has 
accepted his proposal. 

In the heavenly counterpart, nothing 
under the sun that weare or have will 
make us the Bride' of Christ. Individually 
and personally we become a part of the 
true Church, the Bride of Christ, when, 
and only when, w,e realize He has chosen 
us, and we respond by accepting His pro
posal. 

4 

Jesus said, "You must be born again (liter
ally from abov,e)." Nicodemus' knowledge 
only showed his need of the life from 
God which Jesus in His life and death 
cam'e to give (see John 3). 

Paul, in the first three chapters of Ro
mans, gives what is perhaps the most 
complete discussion of the need of man. 
He tells of all of the depths of selfishness 
and idolatry to which man has gone. He 
shows that this is in spite of what we may 
know of God in nature, in spite of the 
knowledge in his own conscience of what 
he should do, and in spite of the sacredness 
of God's written law. Then he concludes 
that "there is none righteous, no, not one" 
and that "therefore by the deeds of the law 
shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for 
by the law is the knowledge of sin." 

That the knowledge of good and evil 
is not enough to keep man from evil is 
dramatically shown in the account of the 
first sin in the third chapter of Genesis. 
There were two special trees in the Garden 
of Eden, the Tree of Life and the Tree of 
the Knowledge of Good and Evil. Adam 
and Eve were offered the fruit of the first 
but were forbidden to eat of the latter. 
Satan skilfully persuaded them that the 
knowledge of good and evil would make 
them able to be good of themselves. They 
were told that they would be like God, 
implying that they would not need God. 
However, they soon found' out what a lie 
that was. They saw that they were naked 
befor.e God and very much in need of for
giveness and a covering for their sins. 
How different it would have been for them 

Continued on page 9 
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'----------- .------.----------------------~--.........-..-----, --' ----.~ .. ---.----

A newspaper article recently told of an 
occasion when all of the members of a 
family were at home for the evening. 
Father was reading the newspaper, Mother 
was stuffing clothes into the automatic 
washer before settling down with a book, 
and the children were watching television. 

When the elect~icity through a power 
shortage was cut off for several minutes, 
they lighted a candle, and the family 
grouped around it in a circle. The father 
who had served overseas in the Armed 
Forces thought it well to do something to 
entertain, so he began telling of experi
ences he had had and places he had been. 

The electric power was resumed in 
some ten minutes, but the family remained 
in its circle for over an hour. One of the 
children begged wistfully as they dis
persed, "Daddy, if the lights ever go off 
again, will you tell us some more about 
the adventures you have had?" 

In all too many ways, all too many 
families do not know what it is to have 
group fellowship or a family circle. For 
some, the "circle spirit" has never been 
formed'. For others, it has been broken by 
circumstance of conflicting schedules. And 
for still others, it has been shattered by 
marital incompatability consummating in 
divorce. 

For years many have asserted that the 
home is one of the great bulwarks of our 
civilization. In these days some are grave-

*Rev. Alton L. Wheeler, a past president of the 
Seventh Day Baptist General Conference, is 
pastor of the Seventh Day Baptist Church in 
Riverside, California. He has had a consider
able amount of experience in the field about 
which he writes in this article. 
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Iy concerned over the Con1nlunist ~lttitudc 
toward marriage and the Lunil y. yet per· 
haps vie need to ha\"c cqu.:d concern re
garding the American- attitude, yes, the 
Christian concept and interpretation of 
what factors may contribute to,vJ.rd· !J.stinJ~ 
happiness and stability in the ho01e. 1,{0[(: 
specifically, what can the church do, teach. 
or stress to help stabilize and enrich I;ln1· 
iIy ties? 

I 
The church should interpret the spInt

ual and moral, as ~vell as the social signifi
cance of marriage. 1farriagc is basically .1 

spiritual institution. \XThercas 50rn e wi I 1 
not go so far as to conceiyc of it ~LS ~~ 
sacramen t, surely all '\vill agree tha tit has 
spiritual import, and should involve J. re
lationship v/ith God. Genesis 1: 26-27 S;lYS 

that God created man, :lnd Genesis :2: 2·1 
records the Lord's interpret:ltion of n1:lr
riage. Said He, "Therefore shaIl a man 
leave his father and his n10ther, :ind shall 
cleave unto his wife: and the\, shall be 
one flesh." Mark 1 0: 6-9 records Jesus as 
quoting the Father a.nd adding "so then 
they are no more nV:lin, but one flesh. 
What therefore God hath joinc:d topdhc:r. 
let not ma.n put :lsunder." 

The Church, then, as the Bride 01 

Christ, v/ould do 'well to rcitcrJ.tc: this t\"'(1-

fold proclamation. Sincc the Lord 11:ts de
clared that it is He:, 'who under ord:Lined 
circumstance unites two persons in wed
lock, encouragement should be pi"cn to 
having \veddings in the church J.S the 
House of God' or in :l rc.:Iigious ~ltn10S
phere; and ministers as the <..- scr\"a.nts of 
God should 'wisely be sought. to offici~lte 
on such religious occasions. 

5 
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JIJI 
The mwrch periodically and systemati

cally should well educate its people, and 
especially the young people, as to how to 
interpret marriage, establishing standards 
in early pre-marriage years. 

The A postl·e Paul was constrained of 
the Holy Spirit to urge that believ.ers ··be 
not unequally yoked with unbelievers: for 
what fellowship hath righteousness with 
unrighteousness? and what communion 

-1L 

The church would do well to interpret 
and to proclaim the joining of two persons 
in wedlock, so far as the Lord is con
cerned, as a spiritual experience. Young 
people, even of pre-adolescent years, 
should be instructed' and should enter 
into discussions about the factors which 
make for marriage as God intends it to be. 
They will do well to realize that they 
should associate with the right "crowds" 
and choose the right type of friends, for 

1I[j.lhle lb>e5il' s\i'e/p>s ~ {f~lTil'iliDV «:~1J'\l \i'~~~e if@ olJ'\lsl!JlD'e ihl<CI/p/pDD'DeSS ~[j"e 
frlhle s\i'e/ps oil il~~es {f1i'@1Til'il il'lhle 1hl@lTil'ile il@ il'lhle /pD~~e @{f w@li'sihlD/p.1I 

hath light with darkness ?~and what con
cord hath Christ with Belial? or what part 
hath he that beli.eveth with an infidel? and 
what agreement hath the temple of God 
with idols? for YE are the temple of the 
living God :as God hath said, I will dwell 
in them, and walk in them; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people" 
(2 Cor. 6: 14-17). While Paul is herein 
making a general statement governing hu
man relationships, .marriage would surely 
be one of those specific situations in which 
the principle should apply. 

the standards by which they choose these 
may come to be the standards by which 
they choose their life mates. They should 
in adolescent years consider the need for 
heing mature, stable, and spiritually es
tablished before entering into marriage. 
They should be made aware of the ad
visability of one's deciding on his life
work, and' in some situations should com
plete the academic preparation for one's 
earning a livelihood before involving him
self in holy wedlock. They should dis
cuss dating and intermingling with those 
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of the opposite sex, the advisability of en
gagements, and the wisdom of becoming 
acquainted with each other's families as 
well as with each other. Above all else, 
they should decide their relationship to 
the Lord before they give consideration 
to how they feel toward each other. The 
church, especially through its pastor, 
should avail competent counseling service 
to couples anticipating marriage. In addi
tion to the ideal of having several ··con
versations," as some prefer to call them, 
the minister should have books and leaf
lets available on loan for the bride and 
groom to read. The pastor should be 
made welcome in their home during ensu
ing months after the home is established_ 

The church should stress parental re
sponsibility involved in bringing children 
into this world and in rearing them. The 
Psalmist has said that ··children are an 
heritage of the Lord; and the fruit of the 
womb is his reward" (Psalm 127:3). Jo
seph wisely said to his father one day, 
"These are my sons, whom God hath giv
en me. . . ." Jacob and Isaiah similarly 
conceived of their children as being gifts 
form God (Gen. 33: 5; Isa. 8: 18). 

An increasing number of churches are 
holding services for dedication of babies 
on Christian Family Day or at other times 
of the year. In the progress of the service 
parents are often reminded that even as 
Hannah brought the child Samuel to the 
house of the Lord in Shiloh, and as Mary 
and Joseph presented the infant Jesus in 
the temple in Jerusalem, so they do well 
to dedicate their children to the Lord. 
While reminded that no ceremony, how
ever ancient or solemn, has the power to 
change the character of a child or to alter 
his relationship to God, nevertheless, the 
measure of consecration which the par
ents give, the manner in which they guide 
and instruct their children, and the faith
fulness with which they exemplify in their 
own lives the life and spirit of Jesus 
Christ, will determine in large measure 
the child's character and will help to lead 
toward the dedication of his life to the 
Lord. 

Even as the state holds parents respon
sible for their children until they are of 
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age, so the Lord holds thern .lccounublc.: 
for their sons and daughters, cspt:ci;:.IIy 
during those growing and f orIn;lti\"c ye,lfs 
of mental, physical, soci:ll. and spiritu.t! 
development. 

IV 
The church should furc:hennorc supple

ment the teaching and training efforts of 
the parents ministering spirituai instruc
tion and guidance, and helping to provide 
a spiritual community. The word "supple-
ment" is advisedly used, for the respon· 
sibility of training as well as sC(:in.~ th.:! 
children are spiritually trained should [cst 
primaril y wi th the pa ren ts. 1\1 oses ;~ 11-

nounced to God's people:, " ... thou slu I t 
love the Lord thy God with all thine hC.1.rt, 
and v:ith all thy soul, and with ;111 thy 
might. And these \\"ords. which I C(lrn

mand thee this day, shal1 be in thine hC.i rt: 
and thou shalt teach thern diIi~en(h' (0 

thy children, and shalt talk of th'-en1 \~'hcI1 
thou sittest in thine house. and wh(:[1 tI1<lU 

walkest by the \\':l y. and "\'; hl-n th au I i<.:~ t 
down, and when thou risc:st up 
(Deut. 6: 5-7> 

T cae h i n g .. fun d 3 fl1 <: n t:1 Iso [ t 11 c c: h r i s -
L-

tian faith" must be acccpt<.:d by p~irCl1ts .:'-. 
their primary responsibility. :rirst, tlll·~· 
should Ioye their O\V11 children as docs !H) 

one cisco Second, they h3\'<: tC;l(hin!~ ,tl1d 

exemplary opportunities rn.1(1)" hours ul 

six and more days of each wcck. whik the 
church has but an hour or fl10rc ()n the 

Sa b bat h . T h i r d , rn a s t 0 { the i r <- I u cst i () r1 " 

are asked during the week of the p;!rl·nts 
and v.rhile they are :lIone. Llther than in 
the Church School while the\' :lrc with tllc 

.' 
group. Fourth, cspeci:dly in these d.1YS. 
w hen f am iIi es m a \' e fro m s t:l t c to s t :l tc.:, 0 r 

from ·one area to another, the "church·' :~s 
such cannot have the sust3.ined interest ill 
or opportunity of teaching or pray-in,!.: ((lr 
them for many consecuti\·c years. 

To cultivate a spirit of t(::ln1\ .... ork he-· 
tween church 3.nd parents, some systems 
h a I d per i a die par e n t - t e .1 c her I He ct j I1 .~-: s _ 

In other situations "written lesson :lssi.~n
rnents are sent horne by the te:lchers. so· 

Continued on page 1 I 
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When one reads The Acts,one sees the .;J~~!)'M';I':}}t't~"'x~:et~aJ. ied His coming, such as a 
power of the early church. This power 
was the result of the Holy Spirit as He 
worked in and through those early be-. . 
lievers. We rejoice in the spiritual victory, . ,: .. :.·,.·.·.·,<·'· .. 11>: 

ven like a rushing, mighty 
tongues like unto fire, and 

:.>:<.:."",;... es that .each might hear 

the church once knew. We despair, h 
ever, that today's church is not what 
was, for spiritual poverty is abunda 
The Holy Spirit of God is not with us 
power. 

In John 16: 7-11, Christ said that 

::::::::;:::::·:::::,::t::Ot;:';[,:::: . .IIau .. ::n:rnnhesied of this Spirit-out
A:::j"':A::;:;:·::f t shall come to pass after-

troll will pour our my Spirit 
'Ii:;;:'foO'''''f;;'·::::'::;fi: .. and your sons and your 
:da;gg~t(:~tS<Stl}]~111~rophesy ... " (Joel 2: 28). 

expedient for Him to go away in :::n::j~Aii;~:t'· ... Convicts and Converts 
that the Comforter, the Holy Spiri 
com'e. The Holy Spirit would rep~.~.l:l.r.~ t::P~~··. of the Holy Spirit the 
world of sin, of righteousness; .. i:·N·.·!~lH!ili!!i:~~~·.· •••••.• "'-L"~""~:~"'~'&:. began with a will. 
judgment. Jesus Christ, . V.f~tet>~;tafid,ltl:~>,pe;t-ore the group preached 
knew the limi.tations of a ph which, through the 
The Holy Spirit would come:; in the conversion and 
without bodily limitation to Herein is seen the 
the believers. As an omnipr ·ng work of the 
could continuously work before Pentecost 
lievers simultaneously. ified. Proud J eru-
the Holy Spirit should ... that the Christian cause 

Christ went away. , that though hell 
the first chapter of d's plan would be 
been received up out 0 rred not so very 
Those standing by we . wonderful scene 
heavenly messengers arge throng em-
this same Jesus w thought of as a 
as He went away. mere cult, but 

A pproximately greatest move-
cension the Holy earth. 

*Rev. David C~iiiiili!iiiiii~~~ •.... the Makapwa S 
Nyasaland, M 
is studying at 
erly Falls, 
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IXlO't'l7 MAY ANYONtE 
SrECOMrE A CIXl~DSiOAN? 

Continued from page 4 

had they chosen to eat of the Tree of Life. 
They would have been partaking of the 
life that God provides, the life that He 
in Jesus gives for all men, thus sharing His 
own life with them. The only condition 
is that men come to Him for it. It is be
cause God so shares His life with us that 
Jesus loved to call Him "Our Father." He 
was referring to this life and this father
hood' when He told Nicodemus he "must 
be born again." 

Our description of the need of salvation 
has led us right into the answer to the 
question, "How may anyone become a 
Christian?" or as the Philippian jailer 
worded it, "What must I do to be saved?" 
Paul's answer was God"s answer. The Am
plified N,ew Testament attempts to give 
the full meaning of the Greek words so I 
quote Paul's answer from it: "Believe in 
and on the Lord Jesus Christ - that is, 
give yourself to Him, take yourself out of 
your own keeping and entrust yourself 
into His keeping, and you will be saved; 
and' this applies both to you and your 
household as well" (Acts 16: 31). Jesus' 
answer is similar. He gives it in connec
tion with His discussion of the bread of 
life as found in John 6: 47. I use the same 
translation again. "I assure you, I most 
solemnly tell you, he who believes in Me 
- who adheres to, trusts in, relies on and 
has faith in Me - has (now possesses) 
eternal life." 

A Christian is one who follows Jesus' 
teaching, accepts what He off.ers in the 
way He offers it. A Christian is one who 
comes to God in the name of Jesus and 
accepts life eternal, believing that He has 
offered it. It is as free now as it was for 
Adam and as simple as plucking the fruit 
of a beautiful tree and eating it for pleas
ure, nourishment, and for life itself. 

At this point the question always arises, 
"Does not a person have to he like Christ 
in order to be a Christian?" In the light 
of all of the Bible teaching we may say 
that the more reasonable question IS, 
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"Does not a person 113. YC to be-COIn c .. 
Christian before he can be like: Christ ~.' 
This, too, is a miracle. The Bible is full 
of accounts of miracles of all kinds. The 
teaching of both Old and New TcsLlf11cnts 
is that true righteousness is Iniracul()us. 
"All our righteousnesses are: as filthy LlpS." 

says Isaiah (64: 6). He also says, "He: h;~th 
clothed me ,\lith garments of sal\,~ltion. he 
hath covered me \vith a robc of rigiltc()tls· 
ness" (Isa. 61: 10). -~-

Listen to Paul: "Christ liYcth in Inc. 
"I can do all things through Christ which 

L L_ 

strengtheneth me" (G:lL 2: 20: Phil. ·L 
13). The lives of great Christians frorn 
the times of the carly church to the prt:sc:nt 
have borne \vitness to the' Llct tlut thc\' 
have depended on God through pr;:yc·r 
in Christ's name. Li ke: t he: he rOes (11 
faith listed in Hebrev,'s cIc\"<:n th<:\" 11:1 \'c 

"through faith subdued kinf~dorns. 
wrought righteousness, obt.line~l 'rlftlll1' 

ises .... " 

It has been very well s:lid th.lt,it C(l<-t:-, 

one nothing to beconle :l Christi.tn', hut i: 
costs e\'crything to Ii\"C the: Christi,in lit l·. 

It costs everything but In return one rc· 
I 

Re\". Ralph H. Cnon i~ prolc": (\:- (d !'ll, ::, ' 
and m:lthc.:IlLltlcs in S;dcm Ccdk.rC.". ;-;"J( Ill, \\ 
Va. Before assuming hi~ pr<:~,c':lt f,\·j:j(Xl i.e 
served as p;1stor in Sr,:\:enth: D;,y b .. r~:i·: 
churches In Color.u.1o. 1':C\\· y((,r):. ;,-n(~ !\!:(I,:C 
Isbnd 

t' 



Sometimes a haunting face lingers long 
in the mind, and try as we will to forget 
it, it persists to haunt us and to baffle us. 
It may be a face that we have seen some
where in the normal intercourse of our 
lives but that we cannot place, or it may 
be one born of a dream or a mental image. 
It may be a face of splendor or it may be 
a face of horror, it may be a face of wistful 
beauty or one of rock-like strength. It in
trigues us, haunts us, defies us. It refuses 
to be explained and' it refuses to be for
gotten. There it is and there it will for
ever remain, its mystery forever unsolved, 
forever in the regions of the shadows, 
sometimes so real it could speak, yet al
ways defying the mind. 

There is a face that often rises before 
the eye of my mind; a face shrouded with 
mystery, never quite clear, never like 
other faces, yet not too different either. 
It is a face with one word expressed in 
,every line, the word concern. The face 
of concern is the face of Jesus. We may 
have our visions, and we may paint our 
pictures. We may see Him as an effem:i
nate man with a weakly beautiful face, as 
many have, or we may see Him as a speci
men of virile manhood with brawny back 
and rippling muscles, fresh from the car
penter shop. He may be given hair and 
beard of fiery red, or more likely an olive 
skin blending into His dark hair, beard, 
and deep black eyes, and dominated by 
the Hebrew features of His own race. He 

celveS a much, much greater everything: 
peace, joy, hope, satisfaction, and fellow
ship with God and man. All of these 
things are eternal in character. We must 
use every means at hand to tell the Gospel 
of free salvation and proclaim the glories 
of the God-given life. 

10 
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may wear an oriental garb, or he dressed 
in kingly splendor, or be clothed with 
simple African dress, or in the garments 
of a slave. It matters not. 

But as we read, the picture painted by 
His daily activities and engrav,ed into the 
life that we have come to know and love, 
and as we search for the spirit which moti
vated Him, we find one word which most 
assuredly characterizes that great soul, and 
surely must characterize His face - for
ever clothed in mystery though it is - the 
word' concern. 

Lowell Russel Ditzen in his sermon of 
the month in the March, 1957, issue of 
Christian Herald has well said, "Students 
of the New Testament may do a great deal 
of haggling about the meaning of what 
Jesus said to people. But there can be lit
tle disputation about the way Jesus acted 
toward people. His was an open, con
cerned, affectionate spirit toward every
one." Whenever and wherever we see 
the Savior of men, we see His concern for 
people. Perhaps this concern is best ex
pressed by His own words in reverie, "0 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing the prophets 
and stoning those who ar,e sent to you! 
How often would I have gathered your 
children together as a hen gathers her 
brood under her wings and you would 
not" (Luke 13: 34). 

Concern for His Own People 

When Jesus came to rev,eal God to men 
and to show them the Father's way, it 
would seem as though He might have 
looked for and expected the support and 
cooperation of the Jewish leaders of re
ligion. The Pharisees were very religious 
men, and pretty good men, too. Yet, far 
from the Spirit of Christ, they rejected 
Him and His teaching completely, and 
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treated Him shamefully. John says, "He 
came to his own home (or creation) and 
his own people received him not" (John 
1: 11, RSV). Yet His heart went out to 
them and He yearned over them and He 
yearned for them. He knew that these 
good people needed something more than 
the outward goodness which they pos
sessed. He longed to have them come to 
Him for life, the life of the Spirit, ever
lasting life, which He was ready to offer. 
Had He been more human He might have 
treated them with contempt, but instead 
He held in His heart only concern for 
them. "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing 
the prophets and stoning those who are 
sent to you! How often would I have 
gathered your children together as a hen 

YMrE HOME - A SAC~ED BNS"U1iUYION 

Continued from page 7 

liciting the aid of parents in supervising 
Bible study and' "home work" during the 
week, and being responsible for the teach
ing of almost all memory work in the 
home. 

V 
Again, the church should urge couples 

or members of families to seek counseling 
aid when it is needed. Problems recog
nized during inception are much easier to 
solve and differences are much more easily 
arbitrated when help is sought before they 
become too ingrown or involved. 

The church, through its spiritual lead
ers, should make it both easy and desirable 
for those suffering marital tensions to 
seek counsel freely, with the full assur J 

ance of being aided in a confidential way. 
It should also be acquainted with services 
available t-hrough family counseling agen-' 
cies. Above all else, it should re-em phasize 
that since marriage is a spiritual institu
tion, God is involved in the problem as 
well as in the solution. 

With all age groups, whether an10ng 
those who have not been married, or with 
those who are united in holy wedlock but 
are suffering marital tension, it should be 
taught that divorce in the sight of God 
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gathers her brood, bu t you \'.'(l U 1d n () t :" 

This surely spells concl:r"n . ..:\nd S01n,c ll:

the Jc\vish leaders respond!':ll to IIirl1, \\'( 
k n 0 'waf N i cod un u 5 ;1 n d J 0 S l: P 11 0 f /~ r i . 
mathea, J.nd wc ha\'c no rC.lson ((l ~l()uh: 
that there were others ;ln10l1g ~hc CtlIJ1!'.:I1\' 

of the Christi~lns. 

Concern for (he Alien 

But here 'we ha\'c thc llI'r~cr (1.;""_ .:( 
cepted people of His own I1.ltillfl, hI; 

reasons of expedicncl: one Ini.~:hr he /'/,'11-

erous with such who m.1\· hc' .:hk : () ,:, I 

nluch in return, But nllk "(l!11l l,( 1 i ;" 
o the reo n t 3. C t S, 3. n d t h .1 t His .1 c till n for c \ -cr 
spells concern for :dI. cycn (or t hnsc \",hi' 

C()ntinue,-l (If) p.l.'~C: 1'\ 

is not a s:ltisfacton' s(dutiol1 tll :-'lllh h.:r-· 
fling problems. I~ othl:[ l:xpl:ril:r1ccs 0:' 

life, one mJ.Y c:lnceI ;1 nl;l.~:li:inc suhscri j'" 
tion, trade off ~ C.H, or scll hi:-. hou<..:(', I'll: 

I i f c is too sac r l: d . ;l n d t h c \' () \ '. -'..; r C' : \ \ i ) 

binding for one to ;1bso!\"c his rcI.~t :\,):1, 

ship 'with his "lifc" m:ltc hy rcsortin,:' :() 
divorce. Jesus decbred. "\'\/hnSll(\C.: 
shall put av.·ar his wife. ;~l1d I1Lrr:,' .:;;
other, conlnlittcth :~dultl:ry .',:.:.::ns: he r 
And if a \":on1:1U sh.lI! pu~ ,l\\,~~\' her h\;<, 
b:l n d, an J b c: n1 a r r i(; J to .J. n d: h c.: r. ." h c «():;]. 

mittcth adultery" (l\L1rk 10: 11-1:2), The 
Church 3.S the Bride of Chris~ ;lncl .:S :hl 
Sen';]'nt of God is not in ;1 position Ll .dre r 

the Lord's judgn1cnt_ 

In conclusion, it 111i<~ht well he" ..,:,;tc,: 
that the church and thc f.lmilics .,rc i;:
separably in\"oIvcd in :1 fdlowship of I(I\C 

through God. \17c :lfC l:\'eryonc n1cmhcr~, 
~. . 

one of another - :ifllI t()~dher "wc .:[( 

the bod r of Christ." .J\Ll)' t' h C' s.~ 111 c Ls! in,:' 
spirit of 10\'(:, patiencc, .tnt.! il1tefl-Cssi(llJ 
Pervade amon,L.Tst l1S,- ,lS G(),!'s '~''\.}'';(' -. !...... 1 I. •• 

as they persist in the hC.1rt or C(ld [(lr 111.::1. 

A b a v e :l II e Is e, 111 :t r C h r i s t 11 .1 \ l' .. ; ... r c . 
en1inencc in our churches. 110111(;:-', .111-1 I'l ['

sonaI lives." "Except the Lord buiId the 

house, they labour in \'.lin th:Lt huild it. , _ 
La, children are an herit:lgl: or the Lord: 
~lnd the fruit of the \ ... ·on1h is his ['l\\'.lrd" 
(Ps. 127: 1, 3), 

1 I 
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It is my firm belief, coming out of the 
experience of my life, that a knowledge 
of the Sabbath of the Bible and the keep
ing of the Sabbath of God bring a genuine 
blessing to the individual Christian and 
to the church. /' 

The Church of Jesus Christ is that body 
of believers, from the time of its beginning 
to the present day, which has confessed 
Christ as Savior and Lord and which has 
claimed and known the forgiveness of 
sins which is promised through His sacri
fice on the cross. Also, the word church 
applies to the local group of Christians 
gathered together for fellowship, worship, 
and service. Yet withal, the individual 
Christian and his life and the effect upon 
his life is the concern that is before us. 

To establish the Sabbath of the Bible is 
not difficult for there is general agree
ment among scholars that the Sabbath of 
the Bible is the seventh day of the week, 
commonly called Saturday according to 
our calendar. 

][ 

There has been an attempt during the 
past four hundred years to make a sabbath 
out of Sunday. This is an attempt v.rhich 
has miserably failed since we find Sunday 
to be very much a holiday in our time. 
This is the same type of holiday which 
Sunday had become in England before the 
time of the Puritan movement. It reflects, 
to a great extent, the no-s"abbath attitude 

*Rev. Earl Cruzan, a past president of the Sev
enth Day Baptist General Conference, is pas
tor of the Pawcatuck Seventh Day Baptist 
Church at Westerly, Rhode Island, where he 
is active in the work of the Seventh Day Bap
tist Missionary Society. 
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of the early reformers. This attitude is 
that one day is no more sacred than an
other, but that the church needs a specific 
time for worship. Sunday was the con
v.enient time chosen. Puritanism tried to 
transfer the sanctity of the Sabbath of the 
Bible to Sunday and succeeded to a con
siderable extent, especially in the early 
history of Christianity in America. Yet 
today, Sunday occupi.es much the same 
place that it did before that attempt was 
made. On Sunday, most Catholics attend 
Mass; many Protestants attend a worship 
service (a service often scheduled early, 
especially in the summer, to avoid con
flicts with holiday plans), and the most 
of the day is given to crowding in the 
many things which do not get done the 
rest of the week. It is a time for sleeping 
in, for catching up on chores around the 
hous.e, and for taking a holiday with the 
family. But little time is given for the 
church and the things of God. 

Almost all of Christendom recognizes 
the need for a Sabbath - a rest from the 
daily toils, a time for the renewal of the 
mind and soul in communion with God. 
In the business of modern life (less hours 
to work, but not enough time for the many 
activities that would claim our attention) 
there is increased need for Sabbath rest. 
There is need for a time for the renewal 
of spiritual strength, a time for the drop
ping of the pressures of daily living, a 
periodic cessation from the decisions 
which press upon one daily. 

God r.eco gnized this need of man and 
gave him the Sabbath. This was before 
man became the busy, frenzied creature 
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th~t he is today. We have already estab
lished that the Sabbath day which G.6d 
gave and sanctified was the seventh day of 
the week, Saturday. 

II 
The Sabbath of God was gradually neg

lected by the Christian Church. This neg
lect was partly due to' the antagonism of 
the Jews toward the Christians on the one 
hand, and on the other to the close identi
fication of theJSabbath with the Jewis? 
religion. To an even greater extent It 

was due to the increasing popularity of 
Christianity as it became the religion of 
the Roman Empire. As the /accepted re
ligion, rather than one that 'came out of 
conviction even in the face of sacrifice, 
there was an accompanying accommoda
tion to pagan practices within the Chris
tian Church. Thus by the fourth century 
the Sabbath of the Bible was lost to the 
main stream of Christianity. 

There was the resulting no-sabbath ism 
already referred' to. The reasoning was that 
all days are alike but thllit it is good to 
set aside Sunday, or at least a part of Sun
day, as time for the church. Puritanism 
attempted to make a sabbath out of Sun
day. This attempt has rather hopelessly 
failed until today we more nearly ap
proach the attitude which existed in 
Luther's and Calvin's day. 

III 
There is a blessedness in Sabbathkeep

ing. Seventh Day Baptists turned to the 
Sabbath of the Bible and of God during 
the time of the Anabaptist movement. 
This came out of a return to the Bible as 
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authori ty for Lli th ~lnd p r.:(t icc. Th i:, 
blessed ness is not c.:vidc.:nced inn urn b:.: ~~. 
but is evidenced in the Ii\'<:s of tho~(.~ Wh(, 
truly try to keep the S.~bb;lth o[ Cnd. I: 
is not evidenced in nun1be[s bCC.~ll~(, i~ i:. 
not popular to be diffcrcnL nnr is i: .:1-, .... :\ .... 

convenient in :l civiliz:ltinfl th;~t i~ .~:c.:rc\i 
to 3. basic work cessation on the first (h\· 

·of the week. 
Contraq' to the 2ccus~:.tion ur Ieg:di<.,m 

which is ~ften 1c\·icd ::.t S:lbh.-:thl:~(Tcr~,. .. , 
for the true S:lbb:lthkccper the S.:hh.l: 11 : '. 
k e p t 0 u t 0 f the u trn 0 s t I () \. C ( () r C; l ) i.! .; rl d 
a sincere desirc to foIluw in the W.:\' l\1 

I i few h i c h He h::l s r C \. c::.lc d f () r m ;: n 1 ~ i n d . 
The rei s no £110 r e Ie g:l lis rn i n his ~: P I" r ( ).l i.. 11 
to the Sabbath tb:ln thcrz: is 1c:g.di<"!11 jn hj~, 
respect for private property. thc s.:ndit\ 
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of Sabba;;'h Obser-vance 

Jesus Christ loyed and obscf\'cll 
the sC\'enth-d~ly Sabbath. 

r am a fo11o .. \"er of Jesus Chris t : 
Therefore I keep the S::lbbath. 

The Bible teaches S:lbb;l t h obse.: f\";1 [1 C c.

as God's ""ill. 
The Bib lei S In y g u i d c i n In:d t c r s () f 

faith 2nd practice.:: 
Therefore I keep the S:tbbath. 

The Church chan~cd Sund;1\, 
~ . 

by its own 3.uthority. 
The Church is not abo\'c the Scripture.

in matters of f::lith ;lnd practice: 
Therefore I keep the Sabbath. 

Our Society is wcary' .• ir1xiollS. 

and spiritual 1 r th readb.lrc. 
The Sabbath is God"s p[()\·ision fur 

spiritu3.1 restoration: 
Therefore I keep the Sabbath. 

Public opinion regards S;lbb;tth-(lbs(.'r\·;il]i..t' 

as eccentric. 
God's will has priority ()\"(:r 

public opinion: 
Therefore I keep the S~lbb~tth. 

. -- K. F. ~r11ith 
in The A.d\·ance, 
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of life, or his respect for a neighbor's wife 
or husband. He keeps the Sabbath, not out 
of fear of punishment, but from a desire 
to do the will .of God'. This is done in the 
knowledge that in following God's will 
to the bes.t .of his aoility there is a blessing 
which comes unsolicited in the believer's 

- life. 

The blessings to the individual have 
been suggested. I can testify better out of 
my own experience than I can from the 
experiences of others. Fr·om my earliest 
boyhood recollections, there have been the 
preparations for the Sabbath on Friday 
afternoon so that at the coming of sun
down that evening the responsibiliti,es of 
daily toil were put aside. As a child, it 
made the coming of the Sabbath stand 
out from the rest of the week. It was wel
comed' because there was a different pace 
to the day's activities. There was attend
ance at church on Sabba·th m-orning and 
no worldly pressures throughout the day. 
This has come to mean more to me as I 
have grown in years. 

With the assuming of the responsibil
i~ies of a family and the provision for their 
ltves, ~he Sabbath has been an increasing 
blessing. One of the personal blessings 
which means more and more as life goes 
on is the rest that comes. This is not pri
marily physical rest; although that is a part 
of its blessing. The greatest blessing is 
in the dropping for twenty-four hours the 
making ·of decisions which are so much a 
part of the tension of life. Regardless of 
how pressing a problem may be, I have 
consistently tried to put it out of mind 
throughout the Sabbath. It is amazing the 
fres.h appro~ch one has as he takes it up 
agaIn. HaVIng set a pattern of activities 
for the Sabbath which excludes as far as 
possible the demands of the wDrld and 
the pleasures of the world, there is the 
blessing of not being annoyed by what 
television programs to watch, or whether 
or not to go to a ball game, or to some 
social event which would otherwise be in
viting. The decision has long been made: 
This is the Sabbath and its time is reserved 
for ather activities. 

W·ith .the Sabbath thus set apart from 
the rest of the week, the day does not be-
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come an infringement upon other activ
ities, but an island from the busy metrop
olis of life, separated by the calmness of 
time apart - a time given to the Sleeking 
of a special closeness to God. Attendance 
at church services becomes not a demand 
upon our time, hut a joyous use of time 
in the corporate worship of God. And 
there is blessedness that comes if we can 
come to church unhurried and leave in 
the same manner. There is time in which 
the worship of God can reBect in our 
minds, and the thoughts which have been 
set in motion have ,time to become a part 
of us rather than being crowded out by 

"We cannot turn the worship day 
into a work day, the holy day into 
a holiday, without suffering spirit-
ually." - Osborn. 

other demands that rush upon us. This 
accepted pattern of life - that there are 
twenty-four Sabbath hours which God has 
specifically sanctified and set apart for us, 
and which we have vowed to set apart 
from the daily pressures of life - is one 
of the greatest blessings which may come 
to our lives. Rest, renewal, refreshment: 
what greater blessing is there in life? 

This same blessing is extended to the 
church, for with individuals who recog
nize God's Sabbath there is time for wor
ship and reflection and meditation. 

Why can',t it be done with any day of 
the week? Man's mind says that it should 
be possible. But man's nature responds, 
"Except the Sabbath has the blessing. and 
sanctity of God, I will seek my own pleas
ure and my own way." Unless man is con
vinced that the Sabbath is as much a part 
of God's revealed will for man as the rest 
of the T,en COIn!Ilandments, but little 
blessing will be received from it. 

A final word to thos·e who know the 
Sabbath of God 'and the Bible: for over 
400 years the church has tried to make a 
sabbath out of Sunday and it has failed. 
There is a blessing in Sabbathkeeping. 
Let us not lose that blessing by trying to . 
make a Sunday out of Sabbath. 
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continued to act mightily in the lives of 
the believers. 

Peter had known the Lord and together 
with James and John, he formed part of 
Christ's inner circle. On the Mount of 
Transfiguration he had seen the glory of 
the Lord; yet later under stress, in the 
pr.esence of a maid, he denied his Lord of 
Glory. After the Holy Spirit's coming we 
hear of no more defection in the life of 
Peter. Notice his new-found power in 
Acts 2: 22-24: nYe men of Israel, hear 
these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
approved of God among you by miracles 
and wonders and signs, which God did by 
him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves 
also know: him, being delivered by the 
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God, ye have taken, and' by wicked hands 
have crucified and slain: whom God hath 
raised up, having loosed the pains of 
death: because it was not possible that he 
should be holden of it." 

These words show us how the Holy 
Spirit of God gave new strength, courage, 
and spiritual wisdom. Though unlearned 
he had been with Jesus and' could but 
speak the things which he had seen and 
heard. 

Stephen is another illustrious example 
of the Spirit-filled believer. His shining 
witness cost him his life, but his name has 
lived .on through the years - a hero of 
the Christian faith. His spirit of forgive
ness is frequently associated with his 
Savior's, ". . . Lord, lay not this si n to 
their charge ... " (Acts 7: 60). 

The Holy Spirit Disciplines 
The Holy Spirit also serves in the disci· 

pline of the church. Discipline does not 
have a pleasant connotation and has all but 
disappeared in our churches today. Our 
thoughts direct us to Ananias and Sapphira 
who lied against the Holy Ghost. They 
suffered death, a very severe penalty, re
minding us that we dare not play with 
God. "And great fear caIT1e upon all the 
church. . . ." The Holy Spirit convicts, 
converts, empowers, and disciplines. 

"Now no chastening for the present 
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: never-
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theless aftenvard it yicldcth the pl·.(cc:,:--dc 
fruit of righteousness unto thcrn which .:rc 

. exercised thereby. \\!f1<:rc[orc: lift UT" the 
hands which hang Jc}\vn. ~u1Ll the {cehil 
knees; and' nlakc straight p~lths for your 
feet, lest that '\vhich is brnc bc turned nu: 
of the '\vay; but let it Llthcr be hc.dcd" 
(Hebrews 12: 11-13). 

The I-Ioly Spirit 
Restrains and Constrains the Bclic\'(:r 
In Acts 16: 6, 7, Paul .loci Sibs :lrc {,n· 

bid den top r e 3. chi n ,A s i a :l n d 13 i t 11 \' n i ;; , 
Surely the Spirit ,\Y.1S intcrcstc.:d in these 
places, but preferred the: work in ]\1;,C(:' 

dania for that particubr tirDe. A .. \T,lnn 

was used to direct Paul's thin!:inr:. 
Earlier in Acts (8: 29, :';9) the Spirit tli

rected Philip, ·whost.: 'witncss in S~~m.lrL: 
met with startling success, to 1 c.:' YC SJ.n1J. r i ,: 
for the lonely desert nea r G :'l.Z:L I-r c.: rc h\
the Spirit's direction Philip \':.1S ;lhk t~) 
I e ad the E t hi 0 pia n c un u c 11 toe h r is:.. ;l 11 , 1 
Christianity found its \'\':1)' into the l-o!1ti· 
nent of Africa. 

In chapter 10: 19, 20, Pctcr w::.s di\'inc.:
ly led to Cornelius, \vhich \\',15 ,In irnr()r
tant event for the Gentiles. Hitherto the 
Christian me~sage had bccn con fi ned t () 

the Jews. Now the l-Ioly Spirit (ell Uj'(lll 

the Gentiles with powcr si.L:n.dinp ., nc·,\,. 
era in Christianit\, in which C;cntilc<., 
would pIa j' perhaps the !110St im po rt.~!1: 
role .. 

W h c nth c S p i r i t Ie: :l d S.. l' j t h c: r h \. r ( 
straining or constr3.inin,Q, results occur. 
Even good deeds n1ust be done in t hel r 
proper time. Our effo rts. h o\'.'C\'C r n n;--d ('. 
m us t fa II i n Ii new j t h the pol icy ~~ n d p L r 1 ,; 

of the Holy Spirit, 
Can it be that \ve ha\'c vet to Ie:lrn th.:: 

the greater t3.sks of the'" world ~He not 
wrought by might nor powcr, but b\' the: 
Divine Spirit? Does not thc l'.trh: hi,,
tory of the Christian Church, ;IS set' forth 
in Acts, verify this truth? Is there.: no 
hope for the present and' the Inorrow? 
Is it necessary for cIcrpy .~nd hit \' (n fC' 

main impotent? ' 
Our only hope of meeting the tre.:rnend· 

ous needs of the hour lies in ~1 COOPCL:'

tive effort "\vith the Holy Spirit. I-Ic is still 
free to move; He is anxi ous to fi I I llS: II <: 

is anxious to empo\ycr us; I-fc is ;lnXlOUS 

1 '-) 



Thousands of years ago an embittered, 
jealous man killed his brothel, a more 
startling headline then than now, perhaps. 
The incident has been repeated thousands 
of times, and therefore might be said to 
have little special relevance for the 20th 
century. But there is a bit of reasoning in 
this incident which has persisted' through 
the millennia to our own day. God spoke 
to the heart of Cain on that occasion and 
said "Where is Abel thy brother?" Cain, 
refu'sing to face up to his responsibility 
in the matter, shrugged it off with the 
words, "A:m I my brother's keeper?" 
Through the centuries man has advanced 
culturally, socially, scientifically, technolo
aically, educationally, ,even religiously, but 
in general we still hesitate to face up to 
the responsibility that is ours, and we 
sometimes refuse to accept it because re
sponsibility is hard to "bear. 

But responsibility is of the essence of 
Christianity. Those who bear the name 
of Christ must shar.e the responsibility. 
Those who have experienced the redemp
tive love of God as it is revealed' in Jesus 
Christ have a responsibility to shar.e that 
experience with the thousands who have 

to direct us; He is anxious to help us. But 
our sin and indiffer,ence stand in the way. 
It must be removed. 

The task of the church is colossal. 
H·eathen are more numerous today than 
when the Gr,eat Commission was given. 
The power of the Holy Spirit is available. 
It can be ours. The hour is late, but it is 
not ,too late if we will allow the Holy 
Spirit to do His work in and through us. 

Acknowledgment is made of help received 
from Robert Hall Glover's Bible Basis 
of Miss:ii.ons. 
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not heard, or who have not answered. 
Those who enjoy the benefits of Chris
tianity, whatever they are or may be, have 
a responsibility to bring those benefits 
within the reach of every man. 

Jesus, when He walked upon this earth, 
did not have a great preaching ministry. 
His ministry was one of teaching as He 
gave Himself to the teaching of His dis
ciples who in turn would share the Gospel 
with others. Apparently it was not His 
intent, either, that the disciples should 
have great preaching ministries, though 
they were qui.te effective in preaching. It 
was His intention that they would be per
sonal evangelists, and to that end He 
commissioned them when He sent them 
out two by two, first the twelve, and' later 
the s~.enty. These teams were to go 
througHout the land proclaiming the Gos
pel of 6fd' s Kingdom, and living and 
acting consistently with the Kingdom 
which they proclaimed. And this they did, 
utterly convinced that the faith that .they 
had found and which meant so much to 
them was also worth sharing. 

Jesus' last words to His followers have 
come to be known as the Great Commis
sion, "Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gos.pel" (Matt. 16: 15) . This is the 
foundation upon which our evangelistic 
responsibility rests. Again Jesus said, 
"You shall receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you shall 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 
Judea and Samaria and to the end of the 
earth" (Acts 1: 8). The responsibility of 
the Church and its desire to share its faith 
do not grow out of the psychological 
phen~menon of a desire to reproduce one's 
self and one's ideas in others, though that 
may add motivation to it. Rather the re
sponsibility rests squarely upon the COffi-

Continued on page 22 
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.. And whatsoever ye shall ask in my 
name, that will I do, that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask 
any thing in my name, I will do if' (John 
14: 13-14). "If ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye 
will, and' it shall be done unto you" (John 
15: 7). "Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my 
name, he will give it you. Hitherto have 
ye asked nothing in my nan:-e; ask, and 
ye shall receive, that your JOy may be 
full" (John 16: 23-24). 

These promises, along with others just 
as precious, are great and wonderful. They 
were offered by Jesus to His disciples, and 
through Him to us who are His followers 
today. Yet, how often we have prayed 
and apparently received no answer_. TJ:e 
difficulty of unanswered prayer lIes In 
one of two areas - either God's promises 
about prayer are not true, or we have 
somehow failed in our part of prayer. 
As we come to understand God through 
an obedient faith and trust in Jesus Christ, 
we realize that the trouble lies not in 
God's unwillingness to answer, but in our 
own difficulty in hearing what God really 
says, and in our obeying Him. 

James wrote, "Ye fight and war, yet ye 
have not, because ye ask not. Ye ask, and 
receive not, because ye ask amiss" (4: 2-3). 
Is this not a true picture of conditio.n~ to
day? Many times the lack of spIrItual 

*Rev. Donald E. Richards is a Seventh Day 
Baptist missionary pastor in West Virginia. 
Residing in Berea, W. Va., he serves churches 
in that area and has recently been employed by 
the American Sabbath Tract Society to do addi
tional missionary-tract work. 
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life within us as individ U3.ls or with i n the 
church is because 'we ask not; :It other 
times perhaps we ask for wrong things -- .... 
things v.rhich God in His wisdorn, 10y<.:_ 
and truth knows it is best not to .c.ra n t. 
Answered' pra.yer hinges upon our v;i!ling. 
ness to abide in Christ and ;:d 10'\'0' H lIn to 
abide in us. We susp~ct that nlan), pLl)Tr~ 
are not backed by a bd icyj n,c. L1 it h in 
action, which is reflected in ou r beha \' in r_ 
both in~vard and out\1.,rard. 

It would seem that n1uch so-cd 1<..· ... 1 
prayer is not really the kin.d. of pLly<.:r 
which meets God's condItIons. Jude 
speaks of "praying in the Holy Spir~t" 
(20); Paul speaks of "prayin~ always ~1;1.t~: 
all prayer and su pplicatio n 1 n t!1<: 51' I fI t 
(Eph. 6: 18). Jesus, when spcJ.klng to the 
woman of Samaria, sJ.ici', "The hour (onl
eth, and no",r is, \V hen th(: tru(: wo rsh i p
pers shall worship t~e Fath~r .in spirit and 
in truth: for God IS a SpIrIt: and they 
that worship him must worship .hirn in 
spirit and in truth" (John 4: 23-24). 

Worship and pra yef arc aki £1 .. to. ~.lch 
another in that they arc both SplfltlLlI 

sacrifices, acceptable un to God by Jesus 
Christ" (1 Pet. 2: 5) _ A key to proper UI1-



derstanding . of the importance and place 
of prayer within the church life lies in the 
phrase "in the Spirit." Except as worship 
or prayer is made ··in the Spirit," God who 
Himself is Spirit, does not receive it with 
honor. Jesus made this very clear in the 
paraJble of the Pharisee and publican. The 
Pharisee thanked God that he was not as 
other men; the publican said, "God be 
merciful to me a sinner" (Luke 18: 10-
15). The publican ,. placed himself where 
he could receive of Christ; the Pharisee 
did not even sense his need for that which 
God wanted to give. 

Genuine prayer becomes important 
because through it one enters into the 
Spirit of God and the spirit within man 
is strengthened. The control centers of 
man's thought and action are transformed 
by inner power. Real prayer becomes 
Christ-cent,red rather than self-centered. 
Such prayer goes beyond the normal in
tellectual interpr,etation and ·meaning of 
words and phrases in one's natural under
standing of himself, of others, and espe
cially of Christ (2 Cor. 5: 16). Paul wrote 
to the Church at Rome: "The Spirit also 
helpeth our infirmities: for we know not 
what we should pray for as we ought: 
hut the Spirit itself maketh intercession 
for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered. And he that searcheth the hearts 
knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, 
because he maketh intercession for the 
saints according to the will of God" (8: 
26-27) . 

At this point it is also well to remember 
Paul's advice to the Corinthian Church: 
"I will pray with the spirit, a.nd I will 
pray with the understanding also" (1 Cor. 
14: 15). Real prayer will make a differ
ence inwardly in the thoughts of our 
minds, as we are controlled by. the Spirit. 
This difference of thought patterns and 
allegiances will be reflected outwardly in 
our attitudes and a.ctions toward others. 
As the Cht-1stian's understanding is being 
perfected - a continuous process of the 
working of the Spirit within - that un
derstanding 'will want to be humbly shared 
with hoth Christians and non-Christians, 
that they, too, may be brought into a more 

l~ 

perfect relationship to and knowledge of 
Christ. 

As has already been pointed out, the real 
importance of prayer lies in one's enter
ing into the spirit. W ri,tten prayers and 
liturgy may he of help if and. when the 
individual pray-er becomes conscious of 
the fact that this is the expression of his 
own inward desire to G:od. The same is 
true even of spoken, spontaneous prayers 
which may all too often be spoken for the 
benefit of fellow listeners rather than as 
being in the very presence of God. 

Why is it then that real prayer is so 
important to the individual or to church 
life? Genuine prayer becomes a two-way 
street which links the power of God to 
man and man to God. Without this power 
nothing, absolutely nothing, of any great 
importance can be accomplished within or 
through the individual within or 
through the church. 

Prayer had a central place within the 
lives of Jesus and the early Christians. It 
was Jesus who often spent the night in 
prayer and labored among the people 
through the day. It was while the little 
band of disciples prayed in the Upper 
Room that the Holy Spirit was given to 
them (Acts 1: 14; 2: Iff.). As other 
groups at different times became empow
ered with the Spirit, it was often after 
prayer. Prayer was made for special 
workers chosen for special tasks, as was 
. evidenced by the ordination of deacons 
(Acts 6: 6) and the sending out of Bar
nabas and Saul (Acts 13: 3). It was while 
in an atti.tude of prayer that Cornelius and 
Peter, as well as others, received defini te 
visions from God (Acts 10). Peter's re
Lease from prison took place while a group 
of faithful Christians prayed for his de
liverance (A<:ts 12: 12). 

That which is found true within the 
Scriptures concerning prayer is also borne 
out a.fter a careful study of the greatest 
Christian workers of more recent time. 
Individual lives were changed and charged 
while engaged in prayer; churches, whose 
witness was nominal, became dynamic in 
power only after waiting upon God in 
prayer; missionary movem'ents and enter- . 
prises were established and have become a 
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can do very little for H·im. The narrow 
exclusivism of His own nation's religion 
could not imprison -the spirit of Jesus. He 
was bigger than the established religion 
and the practices of the religious leaderso 
He would not cheapen Himself to con
form to party power, and so win the 
support of the Pharisees. He steadfastly 
maintained the universal scope of true re
ligion and His practices repeatedly pointed 
up His concern for all men everywhere. 

On one occasion Jesus' journeyings took 
Him through Samaria, the land that most 
Jews avoided for sheer hatred of its mon
grel population. It was on this occasion 
that Jesus sat at the historic old well and 
requested a drink of water from the hated 
Samaritan woman. And it was on this 
same occasion that Jesus also offered to her 
the living water, spiritually symbolic of 
the life which He alone could give to her. 

Again in Jesus' ministry He was con
fronted by a Syro-Phonecian woman who 
would have her daughter cured, and out 
of the compassion of His great heart He 
performed the cure, refusing to withhold 
from an alien that which He would offer 
to a Jew. Again, on another occasion, 
Jesus was called to help a Roman whose 
servant was ill, and on this occasion He 
told His hearers that He had not found 
an equal faith in all Israel. Jesus has cut 
across the boundary line, and has now for-

power for God in the changing of many 
human lives around the world. Pow.er has 
come when men were willing to wait upon 
God in prayer, and then be obedient unto 
the vision received. 

Prayer changes thingso This slogan is 
true today for each who will learn to pray 
aright. As you have prayed and felt the 
Spirit work within your life or the life 
of your church, you can raise your voice 
in thanksgiving and praise to God_ If 
prayer has failed to charge your life or 
the life of your church with increasing 
power to live and work for Christ, some
thing is wrong on your part in prayer, not 
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ever freed true religion f rOIn Jewish cx-
L.,.. • 

clusivism, though sorne: \v i th out s ucc<.:ss try 
desperately hard to n10ld Chri st ian i t r i n1 (\ 
the form of a Jewish sect. The rcIigion of 
Jesus Christ was not a religion for na
tionals, but for all nations, and the conce.:rn 
of Jesus was not sim pI y a concern [or l-1 is 
own people, but was a concern [or e.:\'cry 
person who had a need. l-fis is :l uni\'crs;d 
religion. 

Concern for the Outcast 
But again Jesus shows concc.:rn for ;tll· 

other class of people, people of 1-1 is ow n 

race "who ,\vcre outcasts because.: o[ the.:ir 
'work, their sin, or their social Ie.:ve.:I. It 
\'vas certainly a great day for Z3.ccha.e.:us .. 
and it may be counted equally a gn:at dar 
for Christiani ty, \v hen J es LL" e.:n te.: re.:d t hc' 
home of an outcast tax collector, ~lnd !llost 
likely a dishonest one at that. To the.: J e.:w .. 
Zacchaeus was a hated quislinp, Jon outcast: 
to Jesus he was a hun1an person~litr with 
a soul worth saving. Concern nlotivate.:d 
Him to enter that house, and' concern Wl)[1 

Zacchaeus to be Jesus' foIlowe.:r. 
Jesus V,las severely rebuked by His sc:lf

righteous entertainers when He acccpte.:d 
the public acoration o[ the strec.:t wonu n 
who poured [he costly oil o\'cr His [cd in 
evidence of her high regard for Hirn. To 
Jesus her act was more acceptab Ie.: t h.1 n 
theirs for they cared nothing (or l-{irn .. 
while in return for His [orc:iyen<.:ss this 
woman ga\Oc her life to Je~us and His 
serVIce . 

Perhaps climactic is th.lt grc.!t cxpcri-

God's. Have you earne.:stly asked God t(l 

show you your error, sin, or Joubt. ~lnd tCl 

grant you forgiveness, cleansin,~, faith> 
Have you been '\villing to [oIIo"w with 1"1.,1· 

tience the path God has shown rou? 

God can and \vill fiII the de.:pths of yuur 
spirit v.rith His lo\-e, grace, and pov;e.:r -
if you v.rill let Him. "Be still and know 
that I am God" is God's call to you. C<::lse.: 
your struggling and fighting~ leu!1 to rc~t 
upon God and be unafraid. "In r<.:turnjn~..: 
and rest shall ye be sayed; in quiet ne.:ss and 
in confidence shall be ,'our stren~th" (Is;L , ., , 

30: 15). The question is: \XTiII you ~!ll it? 
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ence when the prostitute was brought be
fore Jesus to receive His condemnation. 
The Pharisees press·ed their claims hard 
and bitterly. Jesus refused to give ground. 
Concern was welling up within Him. Of 
course He was concerned with the sin 
that she had' committed. But He was more 
concerned about reclaiming a life and de
livering a soul from bondage to sin and 
judgment than He was in harshly execut
ing the demands of law without a chance 
to repent and make restitution. Again, this 
act spells concern. 

The Pharisee, the devoted Jew, the 
hated alien, the outcast, the sinner, all 
were objects of Jesus' concern. His experi
ences were with every strata of the society 
in which He lived. His religion knew no 
artificial boundaries. 

What has all this to do with us? As 
Christians we surely must seek to exhibit 
a face of universal c'oncern. What d'oes it 
mean to be a Christian? Among other 
things, it surely means to let something of 
the Spirit of Jesus live through us in our 
day. One cannot be a genuine Christian 
without holding a concern for every man 
- a universal concern. 

The Church Has Not Failed 
Nor Has It JReally Succeeded 

But we must frankly confess that the 
church has not always been as concerned 
for all people as it ought to have been. 
It is true that the' denominations and the 
councils of churches have made helpful 
pronouncements about the race problem, 
the plight of the migrant worker, the slum 
situation, alcoholism, crime, and' countless 
other situations which merit our concern. 
It is true that every denomination and 
most local churches. have programs of 
evangelism to take the message of Jesus 
Christ to those who are outside the church. 
Much of this, however, remains a matter 
of principle and not a matter of practice, 
for many of us within the Christian com
munity have never developed a godly con
cern for those who are somewhat differ
ent from ourselves. 

We observed, with a sense of shame, 
that in one Christian conference the hall 
filled to overflowing and people remained 
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standing throughout the service while 
seats remained vacant on either side of 
a Christian Negro couple. We have 
noticed even in predominately Christian 
neighborhoods the appearance immediate
ly of For Sale signs after the first Negro 
family has moved into the community. 
These events are mild compared to some 
racial incidents in which Christians have 
become involved. 

We were attending a special service in 
a church of some distinction when two 
rather shabbily dressed men entered and 
were told there was no more room in the 
sanctuary - they must go to the balcony. 
Presently, a very personable couple was 
ushered with dignity to a point toward 
the front of the congregation. 

On yet another occasion we overheard 
a conversation between two memhers of 
a local church in which a certain family 
was under discussion as prospects for 
church membership. Said one, "I'm not 
sure that those are the kind of people we 
want in our church." Surely the heart of 
Jesus was grieved for this lack of concern, 
who Himself opened His heart and arms 
to the outcasts about Him. 

Examples such as these may be dupli
cated and' reduplicated in every area of 
social and spiritual concern. Perhaps these 
are enough to alert us to the lack of con
cern on the part of the Christian com
munity. The charge has been made that 
the church is fast becoming a white-collar 
church catering to the men and women 
who have the most to offer to the church. 
Whether this is true or not is difficult to 
determine. If it is true it explains the 
tremendous upsurge in interest in The Je
hovah's Witnesses and other sub-Christian 
sects who claim to minister to those whom 
they say the church has neglected. 

In parable (Luke 14), Jesus told of the 
man who filled his house with guests from 
the highways and hedges. "Go out . . . 
and compel them to come in," he said. 
Dare we - have we the courage of Chris
tian conviction to adventure, to pioneer as 
this man did, in the area of concern for . 
those with whom we have been uncon-
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Followers of Jesus Christ have long 
been puzzled over what is the will of God. 
Earnestly and sincerely they have sought 
to find it so l,lS. to bring their own activities 
into harmony with what He wants of them. 
Yet in all of man's seeking for the will 
of God he has often failed to really find 
what he has been looking for. He fails 
to find this will of God' because he is too 
busy to follow the simple instructions of 
God. The Lord' has told us repeatedly how 
to know His will. One who desires to 
learn this plan must "tarry in the closet of 
prayer." «Pray without ceasing" (1 Thess. 
5: 17); "Ask, and it shall be given you: 
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you: for everyone that 
asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh find
eth; and to him that knocketh it shall be 
opened" (Matt. 7: 7-8). When man fol
lows God's instructions then to him will 
be made known the Divine purpose. 

The will of God will be made known in 
the realm of the spiritual. God has re
vealed His will concerning the spiritual 
sid.e of man. The Scriptures declare that 

cerned? We must allow ourselves to be 
awakened to a sense of concern for those 
about us, whoever they are and wherever 
they are, that we may take ourselves, our 
Savior, and' our Christian commISSIon 
seriously. 

The Church of Christ in the world to
day may be a narrowly exclusive sect -
or it may be the fellowship of the con
cerned. The face of Jesus is the face of 
concern. Let those who look to the church 
also behold the face of concern. 
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God is "not willing th3.t ~lnr shuuld per· 
ish, but that all should corne to repent· 
ance" (2 Peter 3: 9). That is wh)" He sen: 
Jesus Christ into the world. "Christ Jc:sus 
came into the \vorld to sa\'c: sinners" (1 
Tim. 1: 15). It ",'as and is the will of G·od 
for man to accept this gift of Christ ] esus 
for his redemption. After nlan hJ.s re
ceived the gift of God for rc:J<:!l1ption. 
God further rev .. eals His will for spiritu:ll 
growth and development. Through the 
Bible, He says, "Study to show thyself ~lp
proved unto God, a worknlan that needct h 
not to be ashamed, rightl)" di\"idinp the 
word of truth" (2 Tim. 2: 1'1). I--Ie tells us 
to hide His word in our hearts so we v:iJ I 
not sin against Him (Psalm 119). He bids 
us to pray in secret, and not to [orsake the 
assembling of ourseh"cs togc-ther (Hch. 
10: 25). God continually suppIic:s food 
for the seeking soul \\'hich \,"ill c:nablc it 
to grow spiritually. 

The difficulty, in ·many cases, is not in 
fa i ! i n g to k n 0 \v the' \v i II 0 f God i nth l' 
spiritual realm for God re\"eals it clcarh· 
to those who seek. The difficulty often 

"Sabbath observance develops faith. 

To say, (I can't rnake a living' is to 

trust self, not God. I--lis comn1ands 

are His enabling. Depend on Hirn, 

not your o\vn efforts. \\C!herc is \'our 

faith ?'. 
-Osborn. 
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lies in our lack of conGern to bring our 
own wills into harmony with the will of 
God so as to do what He tells us. 
Frequently we find a discord between 
God's will and ours, and so men are lost, 
spiritually weak, and in a state of spiritual 
and emotional turmoil. Many Christians 
are unhappy because they want to follow 
the devices and desires of their own wills 
and vet be in the center of God's will. 

Salvation and inner peace of mind can 
only be ours as w,e yield· our wills to the 
will of God for all our spiritual concerns. 
If you retain your own will you will be 
unhappy, for God will not force His will 
upon you. Yield your will to G,od; let it 
become supreme in your life, and spiritual 
peace will be yours. 

God will also make His V\.rill known to 
you in the realm of the physical. The Vii I I 
of God for man's physical body is no less 
than the standard of perfection. Jesus 
Christ said', «Be ye therefore perfect. even 
as your Father which is in heaven is per
fect" (Matt. 5: 48). Perfection in body 
and mind is the will of G·od for man. God 
has given perfect instructions to help man 
to obtain the ~oaI. God has expressed His 
will in the Ten Commandments, in the 
Person of Jesus Christ. and in His written 
Word. There is little left to be said about 
man's conduct after reading and studying 
these. A life lived in the center of the 
will of God is so clearly outlined that on.e 
feels helpless to live up to this expressed 
stand'a rd of righteousness. 

God gave His Spirit to dwell with those 
who follow His will in receiving His gift 
of salvation. Through the Holy Spirit 
whose templ.es we are, we can better strive 
toward the mark set by God: "Know ye 

Continued from page 16 

mand and commission of our Lord. He 
who commands our faith, as Lord, also 
commands our service, as Master. That 
we ought to tell others about our faith is 
in no sense a matter of interpretation. it 
is a matter of commission. We do not 
her,e interpret the Bible to teach our re
sponsibility, though it clearly does. Rather 
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not that your body is the temple of the 
Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye 
have of God, and ye are not your own? 
For ye are bought with a price" (1 Cor. 
6: 19-20). It is the Holy Spirit who dwells 
within us who helps us to do the will of 
God, "And if any man sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous" (John 2: 1). 

What then is our difficulty in doing the 
will of God in the area of physical con
cerns? It is the same as in the area of the 
spiritual. It takes yieldedness, the kind 
of yieldedness Jesus Christ displayed while 
among men. He constantly yielded His 
will to the will of the Father. He prayed, 
"Nevertheless, not my will be done but 
thine" (Luke 22: 42). It was this yielding 
that enabled Him to do the will of the 
Father. 

When man's will is pitted against the 
will of God there is hostility and turmoil. 
When man yields to God's perfect will, 
peace and happiness are the result. The 
doing of God's will basicallv depends 
upon the yielding up of one's own will 
to the will of God. The person oc church 
which wants really to do the will of God 
must come to the place of vieldedness, 
must heed the exhortation of Scripture: 
"Yield yourselves unto God, as those that 
ace alive from the dead, and your mem
bers as instruments of righteousness unto 
God" (Rom. 6: 13). 

*Rev. Robert P. Lippincott is pastor of t.he 
Seventh Day Baptist Church at Nortonville, 
Kansas. When serving as pastor in Shiloh, 
New Jersey, he was a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the American Sabbath Tract 
Society. 

we hear and heed Christ's own commIS
sion, a commission which every Christian 
holds, a commission to share his faith, a 
commission from the Lord' whose name he 
bears. We have no right to claim the name 
unless we also accept the commission... no 
right to bear the name unless we also share 
the faith. 

The response of the early church to this 
commission is one of the most exciting 
stories that has ever been told. We expect 
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the powerful witness of those who had 
companied with Jesus through His earthly 
life, but the later followers were equally 
dedicated, equally responsible to the com
mission to share their faith. Seven young 
men were chosen to help with the ben
evolence work of' the church. Probably 
by strategy these seem to have been chosen 
from the Christian converts from the Jews 
of the dispersion, or possibly proselyte 
J.ews, for they all bear non-Jewish names. 
Their wider background made them more 
sympathetic towards others who were on 
the fringe of Judaism. At least Philip and 
Stephen went beyond their benevolence 
office to become outstanding evangelists, 
taking the Gospel for the first time (except 
by Jesus himself) to those outside of the 
confines of narrow Judaism. Philip met 
with startling success in his evangelistic 
witness in Samaria, and Stephen labored 
among the fringe groups in Jerusalem it
self. The story of Stephen is one of the 
most thrilling in all history, sacred or 
secular. There is no record as to the extent 
of his success in his witness, but he made 
impact enough so that he aroused the hos
tility of his Jewish opponents. Perhaps 
no man has ever captured the Spirit of 
Christ as did Stephen who was able to 
face his murderers with the prayer of his 
Master upon his lips, "Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge." And so in his dying 
words, he proclaimed the Spirit of Christ 
as well as the name of Christ. 

The cynical and skeptical young rabbi 
who seems to have directed the stoning of 
Stephen could never get the picture out of 
his mind. Though he may have thought 
that he was doing service to God, Saul 
of Tarsus knew very well that human life 
was not to be so lightly handled' as 
Stephen's was on that day, and in the rela
tively long journey to Damascus where he 
planned to continue his fiendish work he 
had plenty of time to think it over. The 
awfulness of the murder, the forgiving 
spirit of the victim, and the strange radi
ant light on the face of Stephen, all helped 
to prepare Saul of Tarsus for his en
counter with the Christ on the Damascus 
Road. 

Thousands of pages, hundreds of vol
umes, have been written about that Da-
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mascus Road experIence::. S0!11c.: doubt it: 
some defend it; some se::c:k to ex pL:.i nit. 
How it happened is not i!llpOrL~nt; the 
fact that it happened is Yit~dly illlPOrt.tI1t. 
for it has changed the "",hole cour.sc.: of the 
world's history. It lnakes little difference 
·whether Paul sav:.r the resurrected bod" o{ 
Jesus, or had a mental \"i5ion of Icsu;. (If 

if simply through psychologicl( experi. 
ences, he had an inner assurance of the 
presence of Jesus \vhich resulted in the 
outv,rard expressions of which we [C;!t1. 

The important thing is not ho\': the eX
perience occurred'. The import:1nt thinr: 
is, that it occurred, that Saul of Tarsus 
met Jesus the Christ. 

Most thrilling it is that Saul, the skepti· 
cal, cynical rabbi, had the strength of con
viction to alter the \',rhole course of his 
life to bring it into focus with his newh' 
found Lord and 11:aster. \X! c: follow St. 
Paul to Damascus \',There he does exact I r 
the reverse of his intention - pre;:rchc's 
Jesus and confounds the Jewish oppon
ents. We foIlo\v hirn as he s pen d s p:t rts 
of three years in Arabia, silc:ntiy, alone 
with the Lord, rethinking :111 of his pre· 
vious -pre-suppositions, bringing his tre
mendous learning into its new position as 
that of a Christian scholar. Then we sec 
him back in Damascus again, now the ob· 
ject of the bitterest hatred of his [ornlcr 
friends and allies. The persecutor be
comes the persecuted; the hunter becofncs 
the hunted. 

It appears to us in the direction which 
St. Paul's ministry took, th3.t he took: his 
cue from Stephen to \vhose I11J.rtrrdorn he 
had contributed, to continue StepheI1':-
~vork to those outside the n;:rrrow p;dC' of 
Judaism, mak:ing the Gospel freely ~n·ail
able to Gentile as ,veIl as to Jew. Sou n<.II)' 
co n v e r ted , deep 1 y s pi r i t u 3. I , and g r i~: \'( HI sly 
av,rare of his previous rnaltrcatrnent of the 
Christian community, St. P~lld is :dto· 
gether willing to recognize his rcsponsibi 1-
ity to God and to those 3.bout hirn. Indeed 
he becomes his brother's keeper inste;:d of 
his brother's destroyer. 

These fev:.r incidents I11entioncd abo\'e 
demonstrate how seriously the carly Chris
tians took their responsibility. 1\5 soon 
as they took the name of Christ for t hen1-
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The morn i n9 is the gate of day, 
But ere you enter there 

See that you set to guard it well, 
The sentinel of prayer. 

So shall God's grace your steps attend, 
But nothing else pass through 

Save whai' you give the countersigni 
The father's will for you. 

When you have reached the end of day 
Where· night and sleep av.rait, 

Set there the sentinel again 
To bar the evening's gate. 

So shall no fear disturb your rest, 
No danger and no care. 

For onry peace and pardon poss 
The watchful guard or prayer. 




