
and farm work the painting is not yet 
completed. 

Pastor Skaggs meets with the young 
people's baptism class Sunday afternoons. 

About 350 attended the annual turkey 
dinnner. - Correspondent. 

Denver" ecolo 
By Letter: 

Daryl White 
Mrs. Daryl (Barbara) White 
Robert White 
Nola Gray 

By Testimony: 
Mrs. Leona Hastings 
Sharon Widman 
Edward Hansen 
Richard Steele 
Mrs. Richard (Mary) Steele 
Donna Stephan 
Sheila Davis 
Dorothy Hastings 
Pa tricia White 
Jennifer Randolph 

By Baptism: 
Farina, lli. 

Irene Crandall 
Fouke, Ark. 

By Baptism: 
La ura Jean Van Horn 

By Baptism: 
Caroline Craw 
Charles Craw 
Ruth Craw 
Robert. FitzRandolph 
Mr. Elvin Smith 
James Ray Smith 
Betty Smith ' 
Shirley Smith 

~~~============ 
Beebe. - A daughter, Mary Gladys, to Paul 

V. and Mary (Kimbrough) Beebe of 
Hayesville, N. C., on October 24, 1960. 

Curtis. -' A son, Michael Steven, to Glen and 
Joan Curtis of Riverside, Calif., on Oc­
tober 10, 1960.-

JElmero - A son; Kendall Eugene, to Jack and 
Ann Elmer of Riverside, Calif., on Oc­
tober 6, 1960. 

1F.itzRandolph. - A da~ghter, Rhonda Kaye, 
was born; July 28, 1960, to Wardner E. and 
Margaret FitzRandolph of Texarkana, Ark. 

Hulett. - A daughter, Lisa Marie, :was born 
. bctober 17, 1969, to. Mr., and Mrs. Doug­

,- :~ ~ -las 'Hulett oe BatHe '·Creek, . MiCb. 
Rt~hards .. :-: A' s~n, Steven' Kent'-' to Jesse ~nd 

,Velma (Rowe) Richards of Pittsburgh, 
~ f. Pa., on October 20, 1960. 

((j~---
Benner. - Laura Van Horn, wife of Deacon 

Bernard Benner, was born at Garwin, Iowa, 
May 15, 1899, and died at Denver, Colo., 
September 30, 1960, after an illness of sev­
eral years. 

Mrs. Brenner was a charter member of the 
Seventh Day Baptist Church of Denver and was 
the first clerk of the church. The wife of a 
deacon, she taught in the church school and 
was active in the business of the congregation. 

Besides her husband, she is survived by two 
sons: Marvin Eshom of Denver, and George of 
Levittown, Long Island, N. Y.; one daughter, 
Mrs. Don Rubin of Denver; eight grandchil­
dren; two greatgrandchildren; five brothers and 
sisters as follows: F. S. Van Horn and Nellie 
Van Horn of Denver, E. B. Van Horn of Clin­
ton, Okla., and Jess Van Horn and Mrs. OrIa 
Kenyon of Nortonville, Kan. 

Funeral services were conducted by her pas­
tor, the Rev. Kenneth E. Smith. Interment was 
in the Crown Hill Cemetery. 

-K. E. S. 

Green. - Katherine C., wife of Roy C. Green, 
died at the home of her daughter at 
Charleston, 111., on October 4, 1960, at the 
age of 78. 

Married on April 11, 1908, she and her hus­
band were lifelong residents of Farina, IlL 
On April 10, 1915, she was baptized and joined 
the Fatina Seventh Day Baptist Church, to 
which she remained faithful until death. 

Besides her husband she is survived by two 
daughters: Mrs. Glenn Pontious of C~icago and 
Marguerite of Charleston; three sIsters: thf: 
Misses Josephine and Anna. Young, and Mrs. 
Nellie Schmidt, all of Fanna; two brothers: 
Charles Young of Essex Fells, N. J., and Ed­
ward L. Young of Holly, Mich.; and two grand­
children: Mrs. Robert Benedict and Glenn Pon­
tious, Jr., both of Chicago. 

Funeral servIces were conducted by the 
Rev. Earl Phillips, with interment in Farina 
Cemetery. -Stella Crosley. 

Maxson. -Julia M., daughter of Rowland 
and Julia Stillman Barber. was born June 
13, 1870, in Porterville, N. Y., and died 
March 20, 1960, at Olean, N. Y., Gen­
eral Hospital after a long illness. 

She was married to the late Braton Maxson 
of Porterville in 1893. She was a lifelong 
resident of the Little Genesee, N. Y., area, unit­
ing with the Seventh Day Baptist church of that 
villagewheri she was a girl. She served as 
Sabbath 'School teacher, superintendent, and as 
'church clerk, as well as helping the Sunshine 
Society through her rug weaving. 

Mrs. Maxson is survived by one' son, Free­
..man; of' Little Genesee;" one daughter, Mrs . 
Helen ,Dunning of -Bolivar, 6 . grandchildren, 
,a~d t,5 great grandcI,ildren. Funeral _ seryices 
were conductecl by her pastor, the Rev~ Eugene 
Fatato, with interment at the Little Genesee 
Cemetery. ~ F ~C;M: 
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Everyone today has some heart trouble 
whether it be the physical heart or the 
emotional "heart." We locate our feel­
ings in the heart because of the effect on 
our physical heart by our emotions or 
state of mind. 

Just before the crucifixion Jesus spoke 
to His disciples in the upper room. "Let 
not your heart be troubled; ye believe in 
God, believe also in me" (John 14:1). Too 
many times today we find that people do 
not grasp the full impact of this state­
ment. 

The first part of what Christ said is 
advice which is given to us by most doc­
tors, psychologists, psychiatrists, parents, 
children, and friends. "Don't fret:' "Stop 
worrying." "Take it easy:' "Relax:' 
These are all variations of Christ's open­
ing words. And yet they offer no solu­
tion to the problem which may be per­
plexing us. The power of mind over 
matter, making your will control your 
emotions is a good theory but it does 
not work uqJess the mind has assurance 
that difficulties will be overcome. 

Some will hasten to add "Christ's next 
statement as the necessary assurance that 
the heart and mind need - "Believe in 
God." And yet the human consciousness 
will falter at that thought, for we know 
that we are not right with God. "Let 
not your heart be troubled: ye believe in 
God." This in itself is not sufficient to 
bring a peace and rest to the anxious 
spirit. Every person has within himself 
the feeling of inadequacy in trying to 
reach God. If not, why do the heathen 
seek to appease deity by sacrifices of var­
ious and sordid types? Why should the 
civilized try furiously to better them­
selves thl'ough their good works? Exper­
ience shows that a belief in God who is 
great, powerful, holy, just, wise, does 
not in itself generate peace in the heart. 
Quite the contrary - the more one knows 
of God's requirements, the greater the 
sense of sin and condemnation becomes. 
We pause in fear before His majesty and 
righteousness. 

THE SABBATH RECORDER 

c=;tie L~M Ctf t1e {f(;16 rZ (c;( 
The wonders of physicd light :15 the)" 

have been brought to the- world i'l" the 
great scientists of our gelH:Lltiol1 .lrld ju~t 
a few generations past ha\"e- rnystifiul the 
very few men '\vho h:1 \'e d i sC()\'erc~l them. 
Iv[ay we let a very brief c()nsider.~ti()n l){ 

some of these n1:1n'els fix our :lttenti{l!! 
on the greater man'cIs of the Iifht uf the 
s pi ritual ,\vo rId, 

1. Light is W:l\T f110tion, \Vc (.in 
measure the lengths and f rcclucncics of 
the wavcs. Yet light goc~ frcd)" thr< .. )ll.l~h 
empty sp:1ce where there is no m.:tcri.d 
of which1ilc wa\'eS n1ay b:: [ormel.!. C.l;) 

you explain it;; The phrsici~t Clr11Hlt. 

2_ To cxpbin other exrerimcnt\ \'.'c 

must admit that Ii~ht acts like: minute T':tr-
~~ ~ 

ticles shot through Sp:1cc. 
3. These wa \'es, these pa rt ic ks. on e () r 

the other or both, tra\'c:l .~t :1 s!",u:d tll.lt 
would take them around the.: (:.lrlh more 
than seven times in one second_ 

4. Under son1e conditions one h:..;n1 (Ii 
light may combinc with :l!1other OI1l tt~ 

produce darkness_ Under difTcrvrl( (OJ)­

ditions, tv .. 'O such beams ITU)' comhine (,1 

produce light \ ... ith twice the :lrnplitudc: n: 
one bearn alone_ . 

(Continu<:d on r.!.L:<: 

I'm glad that Christ did not end His 
5 tat em c n t the r c _ " L d n () t yo tl r 11 c: .: rt h l' 
troubled: ye believc in God, belic\-c: ;ll\n 
in me." Now wc find thc answer. Christ 
is the one ,\,.,ho brin ~s rest to the '\':C.l n' 
soul, peace to the t~oubkd he.1rt. He (s 
the «balm in Gilead" :lS the sone: 5:1\'5_ He 
is able to do this becausc as (;('H1, ire re­
veals the love as '\vcll :lS the: hnlirH:ss (If 

our Creator. He manifests the concern 
as v,rell as the majesty of God. Those: \':ho 
consider that God is unconcerncd o\'cr 
the fate of His creation and un;l ppro.lch. 
able because of their sins find in ell ri st 

the God 'who has shov,:n His concc.:rn [or 

them by offering His life :lS the s.!crificc 
for our sins, Thcn, with God on uur 
side, ,\ve need no lon~er fret o\'c.:r the 
cares of this ,·;orld. "-

Heart trouble? Jesus says, "Believe in 
!\{e ! ,. 
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What does it mean to "Believe in Me" 
as Christ commanded His disciples? The 
Amplified New Testament, taking the 
Greek words and expanding them in 
English to allow us to grasp the depth 
of their meaning, has this to say con­
cerning "believe": "Adhere to, trust in, 
reI yon." These words mean more to us 
than the word "believe" by itself. In the 
New Testament sense, "to believe" means 
more than an intellectual grasp of certain 
facts, more than a recognition of the 
truth; it is acorn plete dependence of the 
life upon Christ and H~ work. 

We .Are Wrong 
What does it mean to believe In 

Christ? First, it means that we admit we 
are sinners. It is not easy to admit this. 
The greatest sin is pride, which pre­
vents us from acknowledging before 
Christ what He already knows: that we 
have sinned and done evil in His sight. 
It is this pride which causes the frustra­
tions that develop from feeling one way 
and trying to live another. I can never 
remember a time in my life when I did 
not believe the story of Jesus, nor did I 
ever doubt that He came into the world 
to die on the cross for the sins of man­
kind. For years I considered myself a 
Christian because I "believed" these 
facts. But when I entered high school 
and found that I was living the same 
type of life as those who took no thought 
of Christ - swearing, lying, pleasure­
mad - I was forced to admit to Christ 
that I was the sinner for whom He died. 
To truly believe, adhere to, trust in, re­
I y on Christ, we must admit that we are 
sinners. 

~e ~e lielipliess 
Second, and this is only an extension 

of the first, we realize that we are help­
less to save ourselves. All our works of 
righteousness are not able to give us ac­
creditation in the sight of God. Perhaps 
men may see our good works and com­
pliment us, .but we still fall far short of 
the glory of God. This is what Christ 

meant when .He told Nicodemus, "Ye must 
be born again . . . born of the Spirit." 
We need a power from outside ourselves 
to put within us the new motives, desires, 
and life so that we can stand before God. 
If we are not helpless in our own strength, 
then Christ died in vain. His death was 
for our justification. If we can justify 
ourselves before God. He would not need 
to have given His life as a ransom for us. .'" ..... 

Trust His Sacrifice 

Third, we depend on Christ's death to 
release us from the penalty of sin. This 
gives us the peace of heart which is prom­
ised by Christ. No more fear of condem­
nation, only a sense of our relationship 
with God. "All we like sheep have gone as­
tray; we have turned everyone to his own 
way; And the Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all (Isaiah 53:6) .... who 
his own self bare our sins in his own body 
on the tree" (I Peter 2:24). Believing in 
Christ means depending on this fact for 
our salvation. 

Continue to Trust 

Finally, having admitted our guilt and 
helplessness and relying on His death 
making atonement for our sins, we com­
mit the present and the future to Him al­
so. Paul says in Romans 8:28 "We know 
that all things work together for good to 
them that love God . . . ." How do we 
know? Look at verse 31 and following, 
"If God be for us, who can be against 
us? He that spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how shall he 
not with him also freely give us all 
things? .. Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? . . . F or I am per­
suaded, that . . . (nothing) . . . shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

Do you believe in Christ in this way? 
This is what He expects of you. He in­
vites you to come and believe on Him. 
Why not trust Him, rely on His work 
of salvation, adhere to His love today? It's 
up to you! 

THE SAJaJaA 1r'H RlECOJruDJBR 

Seventh Day Baptists, along with other 
evangelical Christians believe that the 
primary compulsion for any Christian 
church is the proclaiming of the Christian 
Gospel to all men. A personal saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ is the founda­
tion of the Christian Church. 

In the 10th chapter of Mark is re­
corded the story of the rich young ruler 
who came to Jesus and said, "Good 
Master, what shall I do that I may in­
herit eternal life?" Jesus told him, "You 
know the commandments: Do not kill, Do 
not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not 
bear false witness. Do not defraud, Hon­
or thy father and thy mother." And the 
young man answered Jesus by saying, 
"Master, all these things have I observed 
from my youth." And then Jesus said to 
him, "One thing thou lack est : Go ... sell 
whatsoever thou hast and give it to the 
poor . . . and come, take up the cross, 
and follo~ me." 

,.<' 

Often this story has been used to ar­
gue against the possessing of wealth, and 
rightly so, in many cases, but it goes be­
yond this for it is primarily a call to follow 
Christ. Here is a young man who had from 
all appearances lived an exemplary life_ 
From his youth he had observed all of the 
commandments; he had never killed, he 
had never committed adultery, stolen, or 
borne false witness. He appeared to be 
a very ethical man in his daily life. But 
still, he lacked something. 

\. , 
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A Question of }\.ction 

"What must I do?" he ;lskcd Tesus. His 
question 'was one of action. ;{ !1l1 J csu:-:' 
answer ,vas also one of J.ction. Notice' 
the number of verbs used in Jesus' 
answer: "Onc thing thou bcke~t: /-'.(l t h~' 
way, sell ,vhatsoc\'cr thou h:lst, and givc 
to the poor, and thou sh:llt h2\,C trC:1SUfe 
in heaven; come, takc up the cross, 
and follow mc." Go, scll, gi\'c, :lnd cnIne, 

1 r take, and follow - \V 13.t ;l COll rsc 0 J. ;lC-

tion! His previous life \vas n1arkcd by OIlC 

of negatives - do not kiII, do not stc:d. 
do not commit adultery, do not be;H f;lI~:e 
witness. Nov.r Jesus v.ras calling for :1 life 
of positive action. It was not just the 
absence of sinful actions which he need­
ed, but his nc-ed rcquired sorne posit i\"c 

steps. But it v.ras too hard for hiEn, so 
he went av.ray sorrowful. The one cle­
ment in his life which he bck:cd he still 
lacked because he '\vas unv.;iIlin~ to taLc , ~, 

the positive steps and follow Jesus. 

But now let us turn our 3.ttention to 
another man in the Nev.' Test:lmcnt who 
Iikev.rise felt a bck in his life. In tht' 
10th chapter of Acts wc C.1 n re.ld t h (. 
story of Cornelius. Notice the qualities 
ascribed to Cornelius. 

(Continued on pa5<: 11) 
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The Same Problem 
But even to a devout, God-fearing man 

such as Cornelius, the same statement 
could be made which wa~ said to the rich 
young ruler, "One thing thou lackest." 
And what was that one thing? It was 
the same thing that so many people lack 
today. He did not have the Gospel· of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. But unlike the 
rich young ruler, he did not turn away 
sorrowful. He accepted the word of God 
as it came to him and he sent for Peter to 
come and teach him. 

Peter's Message 
And when Peter came to Cornelius he 

spoke these words: "Truly I perceive that 
God shows no partiality, but in every na­
tion anyone who fears him and does what 
is right is acceptable to him. You know 
the word which he sent to Israel, preach­
ing good news of peace by Jesus Christ 
(he is Lord of a 1), the word which was 
proclaimed. throug ea, begin­
ning from Galilee after the baptism which 
John preached: how God anointed Jesus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power; how he went about doing 
good and healing all that were oppressed 
by the devil, for God was with him. And 
we are witnesses to all that he did both in 
the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him 
on a tree, but God raised him on the third 
day and made him manifest; not to all the 
people but to us who were chosen by God 
as witnesses, who ate and drank with 
him after he rose from the dead. And he 
commanded us to preach to the people, 
and to testify that he is ordained by God 
to be judge of the living and the dead. 
To him all the prophets bear witness that 
everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name." 

The JRte§uJht 
And it was after this message had beeri 

delivered to Cornelius by the Apostle 
Peter, that the gift of the Holy Spirit 
fell upon him. And he, with his fam­
ily, were baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. 

From this story of Cornelius come two 
significant messages for our own day. We 
have noted that Cornelius was a devout, 
God-fearing man ·who gave liberally and 
who was a man of prayer, but still there 
was a lack in his religious life. And oh, 
how many people there are about us who 
are similar in this way. There are many 
who believe in God and who are basically 
devout, even among those who never at­
tend church. And in the matter of alms, 
most of our contemporary society give lib­
erally to worthy causes. In the matter 
of prayer we are perhaps much weaker 
than Cornelius, but still most people be­
lieve theoretically in prayer and can even 
recite the Lord's Prayer and perhaps give 
grace at mealtime. In general, most of 
the people with whom we come .in contact 
are basically ethical and moraL Perhaps, 
like the rich young ruler, they have 
obeyed most of the laws of the moral 
universe from their youth up. They 
have not killed, or stolen, or committed 
adultery, and except for a little gossip, 
they have not borne false witness -but 
still there may be a lack in their lives. 

What Do We Lack? 
It may be that one of the things which 

we lack is expressed in the answer of 
Jesus to the young man, "Go and sell 
what thou hast and give it to the poor." 
But I think the principal lack of most of 
us is expressed in the rest of the verse. 
"And come, take up the cross and follow 
me." Or again, the thing which we lack 
is the same thing which was lacking 
in the life of Cornelius. We lack the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. And though we 
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Wherefore do ye spend money 
for that which is not bread? and 
your labour for that which satis-
fieth not? ISAIAH 55: 2 
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may abide by the rules of right con­
duct, though we are perfect neigh­
bors and good people, if we do not 
have the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and if 
we have not committed ourselves to Him, 
and accepted His grace and love - there 
is a lack in our lives. And just as the de­
vout man, Cornelius could not rightly 
be called a Christian until after Peter 
had come to him with the message of 
Christ, I cannot honestly see how anyone 
in our own day can be rightly called a 
Christian who has not received the mes­
sage of His salvation and come under the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Without this 
there is a lack in our lives. 

The second point in the story of Cor­
nelius which we should not fail to grasp 
is the part that Peter played in his con­
version, for although Cornelius was a de­
vout man, God-fearing, and a man of 
prayer, there was no way that he could be­
come a Christian unless someone gave 
the message to him. We do not become 
Christian just by inspiration. The Holy 
Spirit acts in one's conversion only after 
the Gospel has been presented in one 
manner or another, either through the 
preaching or testimony of one who has 
received the message, or through the writ­
ten word of Scripture or the written tes­
timony of a Christian. No one becomes a 
Christian who has neither heard nor 
read about Christ. And this is the respon­
sibility of the Christian. We cannot be 
content in merely letting the church 
serve as a social center for the community, 
or seeing it as just an inspirer to ethical 
and moral action, preserving the peace 
and tranquility of a stagnant society. 
Christians are called upon to be evange­
listic in proclaiming Christ to the wodel. 
As the A postle Paul wrote to the Church 
at Rome: "But how are men to call upon 
him in whom they have not believed? And 
how are they to believe in him of whom 
they have never heard? And how are 
they to hear without a preacher? And how 
can men preach unless they are 
sent? ... So faith comes from what is 
heard, and what is heard comes by the 
preaching of Christ." 

Seventh Day Baptists are united with 
other Christians in this '-'evangelistic task 

of proclaiming the message of salv:ltion 
through faith in Jesus Christ. For (:\'cn 
though one may keep all the corTIrl1:1nd­
ments of God from his youth; and even 
though one may be a devout, God-fearing 
man, there still may be that "one thing 
lacking." 

The invitation of Jesus is given to you, 
"Come, take up the cross and folIo,,,; me." 

llhl1e !Light· of ¥he \!\fodd 
(Continued from p:1g<: 3) 

5. Light may produce the sensation of 
red, orange, yeIlo\v, green, blue, or vio­
let according to its wave length, while :l 

mixture of all of these wave Ic.:ngths pro­
duces the sensation of white, no color at 
all. Again, this same light falling upon 
a West Virginia hillside in the autu~ln 
makes us stand in a,ve at the bbze of 
color. 

Man has not '\vorked 
Quite the contrary, each 
the scientist makes seems 
more than the one before. 
tion that God planned it 
place? The Bible says: 

this all out, 
ne'\v discovery 
to puzzk hi In 
Can We Clue-s­

all in the.: first 

"And God said, Let there be Ii c;ht; and 
'--

there was light." 

In the light of such thoughts is it h:lrd 
to believe that as the body is equipped 
to receive and appropriate physic:d 
light, so the soul is intended to n1akc use 
of spiritual light? The Bible S:lys of J e­
sus: «In him was life and the life \yas the 
light of men." All biological life depends 
on sunlight. So the life of rn:ln. tht: 
real life, the eternal life, depends entirely 
on the Lord Jesus, He said, "r am the 
light of the world; he that followeth n1C 

shall not walk in darkness, but sh:dI have 
the light of life." Through H in1 :lnd 
through Him alone, eternal life is aV2iI­
able to each and everyone of us, 

It is just as natural and just as neCeS­
sary for us to open our spiritual eyes to 
the Lord Jesus Christ as it is to open our 
physical eyes to the "daystar" of this 
world. Why not turn fron1 darkness to 
light today? Let Jesus, the Light of the 
World, come into your hea.rt. 
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Truly this old teaching is as modern as 
today's newborn babe. 

From Creation it has been the duty 
and privilege of parents to have the re­
sponsibility of training their children. 
The value of good, basic home training in 
the life of a Christian family cannot be 
over em phasized. 

Physically speaking, God has provided 
us with a beautiful world, spiced with the 
changing of the seasons, which He faith­
fllily reveals to us each new day .. 

Spiritually speaking, God is present in 
all the good and the beautiful. Hel ping 
our children to have a keener realization 
of God" s presence at all times and the part 
each one has in His plan for the world is 
part of the parents" duty and responsi­
bility. Creating a Christlike atmosphere 
in the home should be a challenge for 
every homemaker and mother. 

In our present age we are wonderfully 
blessed with conveniences which make for 
easier living. We must not forget for a 
single moment that God is. back of all 
things and that His supreme gift to the 
world was His Beloved Son, Jesus. It is 
easy to see and love all the pretty things 
and take part in the various exciting forms 
of recreation. These loves should come 
second only to a greater love and a deep­
er devotion for God and His Son. Bring­
ing children into a "Father-child" rela­
tionship with God, to me, is the supreme 
task of parents. 

In our family relationships with God in 
the morning around the breakfast table, 
we use The Upper Room to guide our 
meditation. The children, ranging from 
6 to 18 years of age, contribute to the pray­
er in his or her own way. All of us feel 
that as we pause while the day is new that 
we gain strength, courage, and guidance 
to carry us along our day's journey. 

We like the lovely verse of a poem by 
Annie Johnson Flint called, "One Day 
at a Time": 

One day at a time, and the day is His 
day; 
He hath remembered its hours, though 
they haste or delay. 
His grace is sufficient; we walk alone; 
As the day, so the strength that giveth 
His own. 

These lines have helped us to realize that 
yesterday and tomorrow rare God"s days. 
Only today is ours and if we partake of 
the Bible truths daily, drink deeply of the 
beauty of God's creation, and constantly 
seek to do His will, we cannot go astray. 

Much has been said and written about 
how to have family devotions, but a great 
deal depends on the attitude of the par­
ents in regard to this practice. If the 
father won"t, the mother must lead out 
and interest the remainder of the family to 
find his or her place, in the devotion 
per1iod. 

The Christian family that includes the 
daily family worship as a normal, essential 
phase of daily life can truly become trans­
formed. To such a family it is a source 
of satisfaction and power which can per­
meate and enrich all ~xperiences of family 
living, thus giving to them a new meaning 
and worth. 
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The last decade has seen a general 
(perhaps not genuine) religious awaken­
ing, and at the same time it has seen 
mushrooming of materialism, militarism, 
unchristian political ideologies, and a sub­
christian standard of moralities. The 
same motives that have prompted people 
to seek satisfaction and security in Chris­
tianity have driven them also to seek 
satisfaction and security in things more 
tangible though less Christian. 

In the latter part of the sixth chap­
ter of Matthew Jesus has spoken con­
cerning material things for which peo­
ple seek, things which in themsel ves may 
not be bad, but which for the Christian 
must not be the ultimate goal. 

Jesus was an exponent of the «first 
things first"" philosophy and here in the 
heart of the-S,ermon on the Mount, which 
might be considered the constitution and 
by-laws of the Kingdom of God, He 
places a significant teaching about Chris­
tians and what they should seek. 

I SEEK JKINGDOM ENTRANCE 
Seek ye first the kingdom of God (Matt. 

6: 33a). 

There are four senses in which the 
Kingdom of God may be understood. 
1. All creation is God"s kingdom. Since 
He created it and owns it He has the 
ultimate rule over it. 2. Sometimes the 
heavenly abode of the departed dead is 
referred to as the Kingdom of God. 
3. The millennia! kingdom which will 
be inaugurated at the close of the pres­
ent age and at the return of Christ is 
certainly a justifiable use of the term, 
the Kingdom of God. 4. There is a pres­
en t kingdom upon this earth made up of 
all true Christians, believers and follow­
ers of Christ, who are subject to God 
and own Him as king. There is an ob-
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vious relationship between each of th(:se 
aspects. It is to the last of the:s(: that 
we wish to make pa rticu Ia r n:f cre.:!1 Ce 
at this time. 

Some have felt that the Kingdorn of 
God is some kind of a suprc:n1ely spiri­
tual, political, and perhaps socialistic 
state toward which 'we arc Ina\' i n ~ in 
the Church, and in govcrnrnent b)~' the: 
influence of the Church. This is by no 
means the Biblical conception of the 
Kingdom of God which we.: are: to 

seek. The Bible teaches us that the: kin~-
'-. 

dom is at hand, but more, it teaches that 
the kingdom is now existent. Jesus s;liJ, 
"The kingdom of God is in the I1'lidst 
of you" (Luke 17:21, RSV). 

Others hz.ve felt that the K.ingdorn of 
God is entirely a subjective force e:xist­
ing within the hearts of men. \X'he:n 
Jesus said that the IZingdom of God is 
in your midst, He could not have bee:n 
teaching of a kingdom \vithin the he.:.:ut, 
because He was speaking to a group of 
PhariSrees, people of whom He had said 
repeatedly that they were not of God's 
Kingdom. It is significant to note.: 
that the word you is plural. The: I(ing­
dom of God is within you as a grou p; 
it is among you; it is in your midst. 
Right here on earth, all around us :lnd 
among us, in our midst, is the kingdorn 
which Jesus bids us seek. 

A great deal is said in the Bible abou t 
seeking, but ho\v is one to seek? The 
world is full of seeking, confused peo­
ple who do not knov.r how or where: to 
seek and who will grasp at any straw. 
And there are so many ways II rged u p­
on us. Many times \\'C arc urged to 
seek happiness and the K.ingdon1 of 
God by philanthropy, or social progress, 
or moral conduct, or church rnen1bcr­
ship, or by men1bcrship in one of the 
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cults. Recently we were joined at a res­
taurant table in New York by a lady 
who, when she had overheard part of 
our conversation, asked if we were Chris­
tians. Assured that we were, she ex­
pressed her delight at being seated with 
us. It gave her an opportunity, she said, 
to share her atheism. She spoke of Chris­
tianity as an opiate, and assured us that 
she was happy and contented in her 
unbelief. Later in the course of the con­
versation, she told us that she had just 
left one of the cults and was about to 
JOIn a spiritist movement. The poor 
lady was not as contented as she sup­
posed. The world is full of seeking, 
unhappy, needy people, people who are 
not finding because they are not seek­
ing aright. 

Only One Way 

Our seeking must be built around the 
Lord Jesus and the Bible. The living 
Word and the written Word are God's 
two means of revelation to us. If we seek 
through them we shall find, even as 
God has promised. The Bible is spe­
cific that Jesus is the only way by which 
one may gain entrance into the King­
dom of God: "For there is no other name 
under heaven given among men where­
by we must be saved" (Acts 4:12). If 
He is received by fa,ith, the one receiving 

Him will be saved by His grace. It's the 
most simple thing in the world. In 
fact, it's too simple for the world, for 
the world -irould rather do something 

spectacular and difficult than to receive 
the Kingdom of God as a gift of grace 
without doing anything to earn it. 

In Luke 12:32 Jesus teaches, ..... it is 

your Father's good pleasure to give you 

the kingdom." Yes, it is God's gift. Let 
us seek the kingdom, not as something 
earned, but as something given to us 

by God. It is given to us for the asking, 
but only through Christ. 
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][[ SEEK K][NGDOM 
RIGHTEOUSNESS 

Seek ye 
63310) 

.. his righteousness (Matt. 

There is a certain advantage to being 
born a citizen of our country, and fur­
ther advantages accrue to the one who 
is a good citizen of the country, obey­
ing its laws and regulations. 

God gives us imputed righteousness 
when we are born into His Kingdom by 
the new birth. By this all our sins are 
cleansed, and we stand before God with­
out our sins, because they have been laid 
on Christ. God thus looked at Christ on 
the cross and saw our sin; He looks at 
us and sees the righteousness of Christ. 
If we are born again and have this im­
puted righteousness, this will spur us 
on to the righteousness of holy living. 

God will no more tolerate wickedness, 
lawlessness, disobedience in His kingdom 
than will a just and orderly nation. It 
is incumbent upon the citizens of the 
Kingdom of God that he shall obey the 
laws of the kingdom. God said, "Be 
ye holy; for I am holy" (Lev. 11 :44; 1 
Pet. 1:16). Jesus said, "Be ye therefore 
perfect, even as your Father which is 
in heaven. is perfect" (Matt. 6:48). Dis­
respect for' God, man, and society seems 
to be often the order of the day. The 
world has run the whole gamut of 
wicked practices; carelessness, crime, cor­
ru ption, communism, and chaos. We are 
in the throes of spiritual upheaval. Why 
is this so? It may be because Christians 
have not been seeking kingdom right-
eousness. The Church of Christ is 
largely to blame for this condi-
tion because we have been en joy­
ing armchair Christianity. We have 
been asleep at the post of duty. Smugly 
complacent, self-satisfied in our com­
fortable salvation while Satan takes the 
world to damnation. God does not 
want armchair Christians. God wants men 
in His kingdom of spiritual stature, men 
standing with a positive righteousness 
which reaches into every realm of life. 
If God does not bless us it is because 
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we have not been seeking. He will bless 
when we seek kingdom righteousness. 

Positive Living 

The righteousness of God is not just 
a passive abstinence from a few prac­
tices which have been condemned by the 
church. The man who claims kingdom 
righteousness because he does not drink, 
smoke, or beat his wife has a long way 
to go. There is a positive righteousness 
which God demands. He's not so much 
interested in what we don't as in what 
we do. Jesus was rebuking this negative 
attitude when He told the Pharisees that 
while they were tithing their mint and 
cummin they were neglecting the 
weightier matters of the law. 

A question to ponder: What will men 
say at my death? "He did little of evil, 
and little of good; afraid to do good lest 
he be criticized by man; afraid to do eviI 
lest he be criticized by God. He lived a 
small, fragile life, sterile and useless to 
both God and man." Or will they say, 
"This was a man of positive righteousness. 
He did much for God in the world, and so 
much for the world, in God, that if there 
was evil in his life it was obscured by 
the good and therefore unnoticed and 
unknown to the human eye"? God give 
us the grace to live positively! And let 
us hear the commendation of our Lord, 
"Well done, thou good and faithful ser­
vant." 
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III RECEI\'E K.II'JGDOI'i 
BLESSINGS 

And all these things shall b::! added 
unto you (I,/ratt. 6:33c). 

God has prorniscd, "[\1)' Cud slLlll 
supply all your needs accordil1,L! tu hi:-. 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (Phii 
4:19). We must approach this te;lchin.;~ 

with care, for dependence II pon God 
does not n1can for us to sit idl\' hi' w;lit· 

/ . 
ing for hcavcn's gifts. God's \Vord 
teaches industry even as it te;lches de­
pendence: "But if ;lny provide: not for 
his own, and especially for thosc of hi" 
own house, he hath denied the: faith. ;lIld 

is w 0 r Sf: t han ani n f i d cI .. (I T i fn . <~: S ) . 
Here again is an apparent p.nadox, tlLtt 
we are to I d not to s c e k for n1:l t e r i:11 t h i n .L! S . 

yet are to be industrious in pr()vidin.~ fur 
the needs of our families. The: two are: 
oot mutually exclusive. Th~ answer is 
found partly in the "first thin,L!s first" 
philosophy of Jesus - "Seck yc first the: 
Kingdom of God" - and also in thc f.l<.t 
that Christian industry within the will 
of God is a part of seeking God's right­
eousness. 

Christian industry n1~lint;lins that ul-
timate provision is at the lund of Gud. 
Even in one·s industry he n1Llst n<:\'<:f lose 

the sense of dependence: upon God. T(I 
lose the sense of dependence upon God 
is to cease seeking the Kin,!.!dofn of God. 
Rather, let us ,~i\'e heed tq the: "first 
things first" nhilosophy of Jesus. "Sl"ck 
ye first the Kingdom of God, :lnd his 
righteousness; and all these thin,L!s will 
be added unto you" (l\fat t. ():"' ~). 

( Continued from P~!.t:(." "») 
At Ca(."sar(."3. the[(." "'as a nl:ln n.tr11(:cI Cur· 

neIius, 3. centurion of what W;!-; kn(]\l,n ,'~ the 
Italian Cohort, ;l dl'\'out m;ln W/1l) ft".tf"l·d C;(,d 
with all his houst:lwld, ~.t\'(.: ;drns lihn;:!!\' t(l 

the people. and pray(."d 'constant!\" to God. 
What \\'ouldn't most rniniste:rs giyc for.l 

church full of men and \\'on1<..:n such as 

Cornelius. He \vas a de\"out 111:1n, an d not 
on I)' t hat, her a i sed his [a In i I \' in the s; un c 

p~t~ern. He was also ,L!<..:nCfOllS in hi.., 
gl\'lng to charity. He presu nl~lbI y \\' :tS 

a very good neighbor. Furthernlore, he 
was a man of prayer; not just when he v;as 
in trouble and needed help, not just when 
he \vent to church, but constanth,. 

1 1 
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God is light. Light is truth. Dark-
ness is sin. Light is sought by most men, 
for it is light that reveals to him the 
beauties of those things that surround 
him. Man was made to live and enjoy the 
light. Darkness drives away the light -
it overpowers it so that man's sense 
of perception is lost. Sin is darkness. Sin 
would overpower the light of God and 
would destroy that which is beautiful. It 
would cover up the beauty so that it 
cannot be seen. There is light which will 
penetrate darkness and force it away. But 
the darkness is still there and if some­
thing obscures the source of light or if it 
is turned off, darkness is once more upon 
us. This is· true in the day - when the 
sun no longer shines upon the portion 
of the earth upon which we live, darkness 
falls upon us. 

"God is light, and in him is no dark­
ness at all." There is often something 
which casts a shadow upon our light; so 
that even in the day we must have a 
light to see what we want to do. So it is 
in our lives - there are so many shadows 
that fall across our way of living that 
we do not send forth a perfect light. This 
is not true of God - for God is perfect -
in Him is no darkness at all. God is per­
f.ect and His way is perfect. 

This is the message which Jesus brought 
upon the earth. It is the message which 
His disciples took with them wherever 
they went. God is light - there is no 
darkness in Him. 

. Seeking Light 
Even as God is light, Christian leaders 

have urged men to seek the light. Not 
only is this light which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world, but it 
is the light which will bring a perfect­
ness first in the lives of men, and also in­
to the lives of the race of mankind. This 
is the way of life to be sought by all -that 

11.2 

they would look to God the Father of 
light and the giver of all light and seek 
to walk in His light. If we walk in His 
light we have fellowship with Him. Re­
member Adam hid himself from the fel­
lowshi p of God because he was ashamed. 
Man has been doing it ·ever since, for 
man is ashamed of the works of dark­
ness even when he practices them him­
self. 

Darkness and Light 
Fellowship with God leads into light; 

it leads into truth; it is the path that leads 
to perfection. "Be ye therefore perfect 
even as your father which is in heaven is 
perfect." 

But whenever man walks in darkness, 
he is outside of God's fellowship. Man 
may be seeking to follow in the way of 
Jesus Christ, but when he yields himself 
to sin, he is at that moment outside the 
fellowship of God and walking in dark­
ness. How easy it is to stumble when one 
walks in darkness. 

A man living in Arkansas had to go 
home through the woods. The path was 
familiar, but one night he had to go home 
after darkness had settled. He was rid­
ing a bicycle on a path through the woods, 
feeling his way along. Although he trav­
eled that path every day, he suddenly 
found himself flying through the air and 
sprawling on the ground. In the dark­
ness, he had veered enough from the 
path to hit a stump which so effectively 
separated him from his bicycle that, 
grope around as he would in the dark, he 
could not find it. 

John tells us that if we say that we 
have fellowship with God and walk in 
darkness. we lie. Men cannot consistently 
walk in darkness and have fellowship 
wi th God. If we walk in darkness, we 
do not have that fellowship. But in the 

(Continued on page 15) 
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My message IS primarily directed to 
youth. A long life lies before you; days, 
months, and years in which you will live 
out your allotted span of life. One of 
the most important decisions confronting 
you is, "How shall I spend my days upon 
this earth?" I call your attention to the 
words of Christ in Matthew 7:24-27: 

Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings 
of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto 
a wise man, which built his house upon a 
rock: And the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 
house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon 
a rock. 

And everyone that heareth these sayings of 
mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened 
unto a foolish man, which built his house 
upon the sand: And the rain descended, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew, and 
beat upon that house; and it fell: and great 
was the fall of it. 

In these fouf verses we have a chal­
lenge thrown out to build the house of a 
truly satisfying life upon an immovable 
foundation. Jesus tells each one that the 
wise man is he who hears and does His 
teachings whereas the foolish man is he 
who hears and does not do them. 

WHO CALLS? 
Who is the person who gives the call? 

Why, it is Jesus, of course. But who is 
this Jesus that demands that we hear and 
obey? In His time some thought that He 
was Elijah, Jeremiah, or another of the 
prophets. Today there seems to be just 
as much confusion. Many Jews have 
now come to regard Christ as a true 
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prophet. Others hold Jesus to be :i I~hi­
losopher like Plato or Aristotle. But one 
day Jesus turned to His t".:c:l\'c disciples 
and asked them bluntly, "But \\'h0111 S~ly 
ye that I am?" It ,vas Peter who acted as 
spokesman for the disci pl<:s, "Thou ;nt 
the Christ, the Son of the li\'in~ God." 
And Jesus said, "Upon this n~-k (the 
fact that He ,vas the Christ, the onh-bc· 
gotten Son of God) I wi 11 build . In\' 

church" (Matt. 16:15-17). 

Jesus \vas no ordinary rnort:d, \\J e :tfC 

informed by Scripture that I-Ic ,\"':1S In 

the beginning \vith God," and t h::.t H l· 

"was God" (John 1 :1,2). The tragic error 
being made by many spiritual leaders to­
day is the "dov.rngrading" of our Blessed 
Lord to the lcvel of ordinary Inortals, . 
Whcn men make Jesus S0111(:one less t lUll 

He really is they dishonor and rob H in1, 
and His words of the po\\'cr and author­
ity that rightfull y belong to I-Iirn. H c 5:1 i d, 
"All power is given unto n1C in he:t\'en ::.nd 
in earth" (lvfatt. 28:18). And in that 
high-priestly prayer (John 17) we re;ld of 
Jesus saying to His Father, 

Thou hast givcn mc powcr o\'('r ~dI 
flesh that I should give ctcrn;d life ttl ;t~ 1l1.lny 

as Thou hast given mc. 

Where is the man who can truthfully 
say that he had "po\vcr o\'er ;tIl flesh" 
and that hc could "gi\'c elcrnal Ii[ c" ? 

Who then is Jesus? He is nonc other 
than the Son of God, the second pcrson 
of the eternal GodheaJ. He is Cod , 
Deity speaking to us, anJ calling LIS to 
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a life of obedience to His eternal 
words. Dare we, knowing who issues 
the call, disregard His voice? To do so 
would be the height of folly. With Peter 
we cry out, 

Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the 
words of eternal life. And we believe and 
are sure that Thou art that Chr:st, the Son of 

the living God (John 6:68-69). 

BY WHA 1[' RJI G 1Hr1[' ? 
Someone may ask, "By what right does 

Jesus claim my allegiance to His sayings?" 
My answer is this: He loved the world, 
the sinners and the saints. He loves me, 
He loves you, too. And did He not 
prove it? 

Greater love hath no man than this, that 
a man lay down his life for his friends. 
(John 15: 13) 

Yes, His love ... His suffering, bleeding, 
dying love that secures for us eternal re­
demption, constitutes the greatest right or 
claim upon our lives, our love, and our 
allegiance to His teachings. "For ye 
have been bought with a ,price" (1 Cor­
inthians 6:19) What greater claim can 
there be than the boundless love of Jesus 
Christ for the individual soul? Think of 
it! He sinless Creator come to earth and 
died a terribl'e and ignoble death for OUf 

release from guilt and eternal judgment; 
and do we dare ask, "What claim does 
Christ have upon me?" He gave Himself 
for us. Can we consoientiously do less 
than giv'e ourselves to Him? 

BU]ULD ON THE ROCK 
What then, is this call to Christ? It is 

a call to build your spiritual house upon 
a rock . . . the foundation of Christ's 
teachings as outlined in the Gospels. 
Christ broke in on my consciousness when 
I was a young man of nineteen. For 
nearly thirty years it has been my joy 
to know Him in a personal way as my 
Savior from sin, from boredom, and from 
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a purposeless life which so many are 
leading today, Young People! Your 
lives stretch out before you. Most of you 
will realize a good and long life ... BUT 
what do you plan to do with your life? 

Are you obsessed with the false am­
bition of being wealthy or famous? I am 
reminded of Dr. Albert Schweitzer, a man 
gifted in many fields. He could have 
been a successful and famous pianist, or a 
wealthy surgeon. Instead he chose a 
humble field in Africa where he uses his 
skill to heal the bodies of his dark-skinned 
brethren. And there is our beloved Dr. 
Victor Burdick at the Makapwa Seventh 
Day Baptist Mission in Nyasaland, Africa. 
He might have remained in this 
country and be earning far more than he 
now receives as a medical missionary. 
But don't go around feeling "sorry" for 
him or for those who labor with him. 
They are to be envied, not pitied, for 
they have found the secret that serving 
others constitutes the greatest happiness 
attainable on earth. 

THE HAPPY END 
But this life is not the end of the story. 

One day you are going to die. One day 
you are going to stand in the presence of 
God to give an account of the deeds 
done in the body. What then? 
Happy is that young person who dedi­
cates his life to God by heeding the 
teachings of Chris.t. He who builds his 
life upon Christ can withstand any dis­
aster fhat may beat upon him; for if he 
has built upon the Rock he will not 
be moved by the shocks of life that beat 
against him. 

Will you not bv simple faith look up 
into the face of Tesus and receive Him 
as your Savior, vour Master, and /your 
coming King? Will you not aJnswer 
the call of Christ, and start building 
vour life upon His teachings? For one day 
Jesus will come a~ain and will rule over 
a kingdom whose boundaries reach to 
the end of the earth. Be wise. heed. 
and obey; and as thousands of others be­
fore vou havp found. you too wiJJ know 
that "His yoke is easy and his burden 
1S light." 
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seventh verse he transfers the object of 
our fellowship from God to our fellow­
men. If we walk in the light, as He is 
in the light, we have fellowship one with 
another. Fellowship denotes an equal­
ity - a company of equals or friends - it 
denotes common participants. If we walk 
in the light as Jesus is in the light, we 
are a company of friends. We are equals 
in the sight of God and one another. 

We seek one another's good - his wel­
fare - his walk in the way of life. As 
we walk in the light, in the way of Jesus 
who said, "I am the way, the truth, and 
the light," we have fellowship one with 
another. 

Cleansed from Sin 
This true equality comes in the begin­

ning of our walk and our fellowship; for 
the blood of Jesus Christ His Son, 
clean seth us from all sin. This is the 
only way that we have fellowship with 
God - and that we become participants 
with him in the light to pass under the 
cleansing flood of the blood of Jesus 
Christ. I have no fellowship with God 
except as the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth me from sin; you have no fel­
lowship with God except as the blood of 
Jesus Christ cleanseth you from sin. 
Therefore, we are a company of equals. 
We have fellowship with one another and 
with God as the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth us from sin. We must be 
friends if we are walking in the light of 
Jesus Christ. 

A definition of a friend is: "one who 
knows all about me and still loves me." 
There is the one who knows a little about 
us and finds fault with us. But when 
one knows all about us and still loves us, 
that one is a friend. Such friends should 
Christians be, who all have been cleansed 
by the blood of Jesus Christ. It is 
through this conlmon sacrifice that we 
are able to appear before God at all. 

We have in these verses from I John 
a seeming paradox, for at one moment we 
are told that if we walk in darkness, we 
do not have fellowship with God. Thus, 
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in the eighth verse '\'\'C 3.re told tb~!.t if \\'C 

say we have no sin, \\'(' d('n:ive ou rselvcs 
and the truth is not in us. \'?c ILl\'C nut 
the truth if \\'c \\'alk in J;lrl:ncss; nor 
h a v ewe t h c t rut h i [ \\" (' say W l" h ~~ v (' n () 
sin. It makes us parLlkers of <..brkness 
whichever way \ve look: at it, doesn't it? 
And so we are, exc<:pt (or Jesus Christ. 
our Lord. 

If 'wet hi n k '\'\' e 3. rep e r f e C t , W C' I i C' , 
There is no man V,rho li\'es 3. per[C'ct life. 
and if he does not Ii\'e 3. pcr{<:ct life, he.: 
is a sinner. The Pharisees thOll~ht them­
selves perfect 3.nd boasted of th~ir accorn­
plishments to God. They n1:1de corn­
parisons bet\veen thCIl1Sd yes an d those: 
who had not the {:vidence o( the: ;1(0;11-

plishments \\'hich they S3.\\" in the:nlsdvcs, 
They made comp3.risons bd ween thern­
sel ves and those \vho di d not PClct icc a I I 
the ritual and cerernony of the: rcli,~i()11 
of J eho\'ah as they knew it. 

Todav men still b03.st of tlH:ir knowl­
edge ari'd accon1pIishnlcn ts before t hei r 
feIlownlen - yes, e\'en before God I rim­
self. 

There are those today who cbiIn tlLlt 
they cannot Sf n because thl"\' ~l rc S;ln ct i fi e:d 
by the blood of Jesus Chris't. 1\1::1£1 is st i II 
prone to sin, even thou~h he Ius been 
sanctified by the blood ~f Jesus Christ, 
"If 'we say we h3.\"e no sin: we decci\'c 
ourselves and the truth is not in US," 

In verse 9 our paradox st rai,~h t en s utI t 

and becomes 3. li\'ing truth. "If We enn­
fess our sins, he is fJ.ithfuI :lnd just (1 

forgi\'e us our sins, and to Clc.lI1SC us 
from all unrighteousness." 

Lifting the Darkness 
It is not the knowlcJQc o( Jesus Christ 

that keeps us fron1 all <sin. 'I-fis W;:\' is 
the perfect W3.y, His W;l)' is light, His ~"';lY 
is truth. Our \val' is c1:lrkness. our W.~\· 
is a lie. . 

But as '\vc recognize: that our W,l)' is 
darkness, there is 3. \\'~l\' to lift th::.t d.lrk­
ness. If ,\,\'C confess b~fore God th::t '\\'c 

are sinners, th3.t we \\'3.lk in the d:1r!:ne:ss. 

(Continuc:d on P;l!~(: ]l)) 
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Paul was a man of prayer~ according 
to 1 Thessalonians 1: 2. And in verse 3 
we find that he gave thanks for the 
Christians at Thessalonica as he remem­
bered their WORK OF FAITH. This 
is only the first step of their Christian 
experience, but to understand the epistle, 
the church, and to capture the message 
of God for us we must have· a thorough 
knowledge of what. this r~ork of faith 
really is. ' -. 

The Amplified New Testament uses 
this phrasing to describe ·<faith in 
Christ": "The leaning of the whole per­
sonality on Him in complete trust and 
confidence in His power, wisdom and 
goodness." Related words are <·trust" 
and "believe." Faith in the New Tes­
tament sense is more than just a thought 
or state of mind; it is a dependence on and 
a surrender to Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior. 

The story is told of a man who many 
years ago wanted to reach a point across 
the river one winter. Since the nearest 
bridge was many miles away and the 
ice on the river prevented any boat 
travel, the man was urged to cross on 
foot. "The ice is safe," he was told. 
So he started out the next morning, 
even though it was so foggy he could 
not see far ahead. As he went, he care­
fully felt each step, testing it before he 
placed his full weight on the ice. It 
seemed that he scarcely dared draw a 
breath for fear the ice would break be­
neath him. Suddenly he froze with hor­
ror as he heard a sound. Listening, he 
heard bells, tramping sounds, and then 
a singing voice. Suddenly, coming .out 
of the mist toward him from the far 
shore was a sight which amaz'ed him - a 
man driving a team pulling a sled loaded 
with pig-iron, singing with no concern 
at all. Our cautious f fiend, smiling at 
his own timidity, and reassured by the 
weight of the sled, forgot his fears and 
walked briskly to the other side of tthe 
flver. 
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Many times we claim to have faith in 
Christ - but is our faith the lCpig-iron" 
type, or a lCbreathless" faith? New Tes­
tament faith is that which completely 
trusts in Christ, leaning upon Him with 
no reservations. 

Turning to God 
The source and object of the faith of 

the Thessalonians is not discussed by 
Paul in the epistle, for they knew the 
Gospel which had been declared unto 
them. In Acts 1 7: 3 we read that Paul's 
message in Thessalonica was that Christ 
had died and risen again, and that Jesus 
was the Christ. He proclaimed to them 
from the Old Testament and from per­
sonal experience the "Good News" of 
salvation. Christ died for your sins, 
that you might be forgiven. He was 
raised again that you might live before 
God. And this Jesus is the Messiah, the 
expected One, who has come, and will 
return to receive His own unto Himself. 
This was the faith of the Thessalonian 
Christians - they leaned on Jesus, be­
lieving His suffering was for them. They 
completely trusted Him and had con­
fidence in His power, wisdom, and good­
ness. 

But Paul gave thanks, as we pointed 
out, not just for the faith of those early 
Christians, but for their work of faith. 
This New Testament faith is bound to 
make a difference, and the work ener­
gized by their faith was the difference 
that was made. They turned to God 
(v. 9). 

The assumption is easily made that if 
they turned to God, they must have been 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Seventh Day Baptists would like you to kno\'{ tv;o things: 
why we observe the seventh day and \vhy \ve feel that all 
Christians should do so. Believing as we do that the se\"cnth 
day is the Sabbath, that no other day was ever divinel y or­
dained to take its place, that the obligation to observe it still 
rests on mankind, that Christians are missing a blessing by not 
doing so, and that we will be judged for our re,vards according 
to the life we have lived, we have no apology for presenting 
this matter. In fact, we cannot do otherwise. 

Not for Salvation 
Let us say first that we do not keep 

the Sabbath as a means of salvation, but 
-- as a part of God's revealed will for con­

duct of His followers. In the exodus 
God redeemed His people and then gave 
them His law to show them how to live 
out their salvation. The Sabbath is a 
matter of Christian living, of full sur­
render. It, as obedience to God's other 
laws, should follow salvation as day fol­
lows night. Every Christian should con­
sider this claim. We are primarily in­
terested in bringing people to a fuller 
knowledge of the truth, so that their liv­
iD g will be nearer to the standard that 
God set up, and thus receive a greater 
blessing in His service. 

Ancestry and History 
We observe the Sabbath instead of the 

first day of the week because of the an­
cestry and history of the two days. We 
find in Scripture that God blessed and 
sanctified a specific day, the seventh. He 
set it apart for a specific purpose, as Crea­
tion's birthday. That day cannot be 
changed to any other any more than 
one's own birthday or anniversary can be 
transferred to another date. God blessed 
the seventh day. That means He put His 
presence into it as in no other day. As 
His pres.ence in the burning bush made 
that locality sacred, and His presence in 
the tabernacle made it holy, so the holi­
ness of the seventh day lies in His special 
presence in it. 
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God Himself instituted the S;:bb.lth 
at the time of the Crc::.tio[1; thus it h;:.s 
existed since the beginning of tirne. I~ 
was made for mJ.nkind in QeneLd. l\n­
cient history tells us thJ.t it '-wa~ ob:-.cn'uJ 
by nations which J.ntedJ.t<:d the Hchrew~ 
by centuries. It 'v .. ·as ahvJ.ys J. (by of rc~t 
and worship. First, a d::.y of r<.:fr:lini!1.r~ 
from '\\'ork, for the effects of fa t i ,:': LlC t () 

,year off, and the recuI"\crJ.tion o( 1"\11)'::--i­
cal, men tal, z .. nd spiri tUJ.l st rength. 

The spiritual side is inlporUnt. It is 
a day for meditJ.tion upon God -- rncdi­
tation on His power, His pro\'idcncc, 
His 1 a wan d our d u t'\" t 0 }-I i In , com m tl n -, . 
ion \vith Him -::. day to USc [or the 
things of God. 

Origin of Sund;J.\" 

Sunday ,vas associ ~lted \v i tIl su n -W() [­

ship from the early times, It W.tS the 
great day of BJ.J.lism. SJ.bb:lth dcsc(r.,tion 
and idolatry "vent hJ.11d in l1.1nd in thl' 
downfall of ISfJ.eI. 

There is no t race of Su [1 d:l)" obse[\' ~lr1lC 
in the practice of the N ev; T<.:~ L: m CI1 t 

Church, nor in the :l postol ic teach i ngs. It 
came into the Christi:ln Church in the 
middle of the second cen t U fY :lS ;1 res u I t .. 
of a compromise by Christians who 
wished to escape the persecution l!!1t1Cr 

Hadrian, \vho drev; no distinction be­
tween Je"vs and Christians. To crnr"\h:l­
size that they 'were not Jews so t h:~ t they 
would escape the persecution the)' dis­
carded everything Jewish. incIudin,L: the 
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Sabbath, which was the most outstanding 
point of likeness. 

So, since God set apart a definite day, 
and since Sunday is a man-made substi­
tute, we observe the seventh day because 
of the ancestry and history of the two 
days. 

God!'s Command 
We observe the seventh day because 

God commanded us to keep it - and 
that command has never been repealed. In 
the heart of the decalogue we find, "Re­
member the Sabbath day to keep it 
holy . _ . the seventh day is the sabbath 
of the Lord thy God." The Ten Com­
mandments are not just arbitrary laws 
written on tables of stone but eternal , , 
universal, unperishable, moral principles, 
expressing God's righteous will for all 
mankind in all times and in all climes. 

They antedated the Jews by centuries. 
The Sabbath antedates the law. Long 
before the l.aw was given, Cain killed 
Abel his brother and was punished for 
murder. It even antedates the fall. 

Jesus reiterates the command in the 
Gospel record, not in so many words, but 
by His example in keeping it and 
by teaching proper observance of it. 
There is no command anywhere for the 
observance of Sunday, nor any hint of any 
sacredness for the day whatever. 

Chrise s Example 
So, too, we observe the seventh day 

of the week because Christ honored it 
by His example and by giving it back 
its spiritual meaning. As His custom 
was He went into the synagogue on the 
Sabbath. He had much controversy with 
the religious leaders on the manner of 
observance of the. Sabbath, but not a word 
is said about a difference of opinion as 
to which day should be kept. Jesus did 
for the Sabbath what He did for the com­
mandments against murder and adultery, 
taking obedience to them back of the 
simple act in itself to the deep inner mo­
tive of the heart. He purged the Sabbath of 
all the pharisaic restrictions, all the addi­
tions which made it a burden instead of a 
blessing as God intended it to be. 

There is no hint in the New Testa­
ment in any of His teachings as to Sun-

day or first-day ob­
servance. In fact, 
the first day of the 
week is mentioned 
just six times in the 
Gospels, and all of 
these refer to the 
same day, that on 
which the resurrec­
tion was discovered. 
There is no thought 
of sacredness nor of 
any gathering for 
worship. You will 
note, too, that the 

time of the resurrection is not given. It's 
just simply the time of the discovery of 
the empty tomb. 

New Testament Church 
We observe the seventh day because 

Paul and the New Testam·ent Church ob­
served it. There's no record of any change 
of day, not even in the account of the Je­
rusalem Council which was called to 
settle matters in dispute. Evidently the 
Sabbath was not such a matter. 

The first day is mentioned just twice, 
once in Acts 20:7, and once in 1 Cor­
inthians 16:2. The former, from a study 
of the passage, was quite evidently on 
what we call "Saturday night" and Paul 
spent Sunday walking 19 miles across the 
isthmus to meet his companions and the 
ship where they had preceded him, a 
thing he certainly would not have done 
if he had considered the day sacred in 
any way. 

. The other reference is to first days 
in general. And that not as a day of 
worship, but as a day of business, of 
bookkeeping; a day for figuring up ac­
counts and laying aside a portion. Hat 
home" to be used in the Lord's work. 

The argument from silence should be 
used with caution, but the fact that the 
Jews who were watching Paul to fino 
something to accuse him of did not men­
tion the day of rest and worship is very 
significant. Would these opponents of 
Paul have let such a glaring departure 
from their religion go unchallenged? We 
think not! Besides, Paul himself testi-

fies to the fact of not having offended 
in anything against the customs of his 
fathers, which he could not have done 
had he been observing another day. But 
he said that in touching the righteous­
ness of the law he was blameless. That 
is, he had not violated any of God's com­
mandments. Many times we read of his 
meeting with believers and preaching 
on the Sabbath - not only to the J ews~ 
but the Gentiles as well. But there is 
no mention whatever of his preaching 
on the first day. 

Our Love for Christ 
The greatest reason for our observance 

of the seventh day of the week is that 
we believe it to be a part of God's will 
for our conduct. John says, "This is 
the love of God, that we keep his com­
mandments." So we, delivered from sin 
and Satan, redeemed by the blood of the 
Lord Jesus, respond in love and gratitude 
by keeping the Sabbath, which is in a 
very real sense a type of that rest from 
our own works which we have by faith in 
the atoning death of Christ on Calvary. 

Listen to the heartbreak in God's voice 
as He says, "Oh, that there were such a 
heart in them, that they would fear me, 
and keep all my commandments always, 
that it might be well with them, and with 
their children forever." 

Surntning up 
To sum up, we observe the seventh 

day instead of Sunday because of the an­
cestry and history of the two days, be­
cause God commanded its observance 
and that command has never been re­
pealed, because Jesus Christ observed it 
and taught how it should be kept spiri­
tually, because Paul and the New Testa­
ment Church kept it and no other day, 
and because the love of Christ constrains 
us. 

A CALL TO SURRENDER 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

Why not make that last line read, 
··ShaH have my life, my soul, my all?" 

(Continued rruI:1 I'.:;:c 1 e ,
) 

He 'will forgi\"c our sins. H(: will lift the 
darkness, and \ye \yill '\\';111: in the lif2ht. 

Confession is ne:ce:SS.lf\·. The Ph.;ri~'lc· 
doc s not co n f e: 55 h i 111 S c:l f .1 ~ i 11 ncr ill' !~, 
complin1enting hirnself upon his :,chic\'c­
ments. The one who f(:cu,~nizes th.~: ile 
is a sinner and confc:ss<.:s his sin hcl()fc 
God is assured of clr.::lnsin,;. 

When one has conf<.:ssed th.'.t he i-; 
a sinner, is that all that is ncc<.:ss.HY? C;( \,J 
will forgivc our sins :lS ,,,'r.: cunfr.:ss thein. 
As Vile are baptized into J <:sus ell ri s t ou r 
sins are washed aW:ly. But what :lbout the 
life that \\'e live aft<:rw:lfd? Is it I"erfcl t ? 
\\7hene\'cr \ve recognize: OUf sin, We nced 
to confess and to se:ek [ort:i\·CfH.:SS ",'ith 
the know ledge that it is '.f 0 rt hC0111 i 111':· 

Daily, '\vc \vho live anlon,L: rncn ncccl 
to seek forgiveness :lnd cIC:;lnsing: [t.)f (lUf 
'way is not perfect: "If we S.l)" tlut we 
have not sinned, ,ve nl;d~<: hi1n :: li:~r ;:nd 
his vlord is not in us." 

Christian fellowship is tJut fdI()\';shir~ 
w h i chi s co 111 pose d 0 r tho s c· \'; 11 0 s n- the 
light of God and who see:k to w.dl: in 
that light. It is conlposr.:d of tho'.<: wlln 
recognize thei r si n ;In d rna k<.: con [ r.:ssi () n 
of it before: God. Haying nl;Hk c(lnf es­
sion they are sure of cIe;l;)sing. :lnd will 
v.lalk in the light of truth which is the 
light of God. \X'hcneycr one stuml"lcs 
and v/hcncyer onc LdIs, he: I11U5t conf e55 

his failure before God \",'ho will fOfr'iv<.: 
~~ 

him and cIe:lnse him fronl :lII Llr1fi,~:ht-

eousness. 

Unrighteousness is ;lS ;l stain tlL:t (UI11<.:5 
upon a garment. It soils th<.: g:lfI11cnt. 
It makes it unsightly; excel" t ~l 5 it !.:ocs 
to the cleaners and the sLlin is f<':f11()YU.1. 
So unrighteousness is ;l blot of <..b r!:n<:~~ 
keeping us from the light; but conf<.:ssinn 
brings forgiveness and forgi\'cness brin,!~5 
cleansing. 

Man too often tries to hick his sin: ;:nd 
it takes darkness to hide it :1f1d d::.rl:ness 
is sin. 11:en cannot hide his guilt fr(lrn 
God. It must be confessc:J and [of,L:i\·u1. 
If man will confess it. it is rC;Hlih- fOf­
given. And;ls '\ve ,v;llk in the light we 
have true fellowship one with another. 
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(Continued from page 16) 

away from Him. In Ephesians 2:12-13 
we read that we were "aliens . . . and 
strangers . . . having no hope and with­
out God in the world," but "now in 
Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were 
far off are made nigh by the blood of 
Ghrist." Today some have gone so far 
from God as to deny His existence. But 
whether we deny Him or just ignore 
Him, we are far f roin Him. The Thessa­
lonians turned to God. 

This turning must come through 
Christ, for without Him, God is un­
attainable or unapproachable. Philoso­
phers of all times have sought knowledge 
of God, but human reasoning ends up 
with a false idea of God. Either God 
is infinite and so far above all His crea­
tion as to be impersonal, or else He is 
personal, like a man, and thus limited 
in power, finite. But God revealed in 
Jesus Christ is both lInfiruite and Personal, 
for God's love as well as His majesty is 
revealed to us so that we may nun to 
God. 

TlU'nUng from lIdoRs 
There is another point that is some­

times forgotten. The past may be for­
given, but it is there. Paul not only 
thanks God for their work of faith in 
turning to God, but that they "turned 
to God from idols." This is the fi­
nal part of this first step of Christian ex­
perience. "Old things are passed away, 
behold all things have become new." 
Humanly speaking it is impossible to 
leave behind the altars we have built for 
ourselves - the pleasures, habits, pat­
terns of life. But with the turning to 
God through Christ, it is possible. John 
wrote in his first epistle, "Love not the 
world." Christ said, "Ye cannot serve 
God and mammon." So Paul remembers 
how they turned to God from idols. A 
teen-ager once questioned one of his 
friends, ·'How will you know which 
girl to marry, you go with so many?" 
Now this could be a problem for some 
people for awhile, but once the girl has 
been met, there is no question. This 
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is what Horace Bushnell called the '·Ex­
pulsive Power of a New Affection:' A 
definite part of the Christian experi­
ence is the forsaking of old, selfish ways 
for God's new ways. 

The idols of the Thessalonians were 
those things by which they hoped to gain 
eternal life, escaping punishment and 
finding favor with God. Now, in 
Christ, they no longer had an y need 

. for idols, for they knew that IN CHRIST 
ONlLY IS THERE FAVOR WITH GOD. 
By faith, we too may realize this. Christ 
taught it in John 14:16: "I am the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life. No man com­
eth unto the Father but by me." Peter 
told the Jewish leaders, "Neither is there 
salvation in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved (Acts 
4:12). And Paul continues in 1 Timothy 
2:5, "For there is one God, and one me­
diator between God and men, the man, 
Christ Jesus." 

Today there are many idols that by 
faith we must leave behind. Ambition, 
pride in our own achievements, attain­
ment of material gains, fam>ily, friends, 
even husband or wife, become the idols 
which keep us from turning to God. The 
Gospel is presented so that by faith we 
may turn to our heavenly Father through 
Christ, leaving behind the false and 
tt;ansient things of the earth. Why not 
accept the Gospel, accomplish the work 
which is bound to follow faith in Jesus 
Christ, and ·'TURN TO GOD FROM 
IDOLS" ? 

r--- c· //~: 
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S~'uoHes rrOn1 ~'he Book of ~ r-

J·QSt1UC 

The Book of Joshua is one of the major books of the Old Testan1cnt. 
It takes up quite a bit of space in the Word of God for the record of 
military victories. Thus we think of the book primarily as a book of 
the history of the conquest of Canaan. Yet there is a deeper I11eaning. 
It is a picture not only of the conquests of the land of Canaan, but also 
of the conquests in the Christian life. Just as the Promised Land \vas a 
place of warfare for Israel, so is the Christian life a battleground to tbe: 
Christian. Only as we go into the land after the ne",r birth through faith 
in Jesus Christ can we possess all the blessings of the Christian life. 
Canaan is the place of spiritual rest and victory and as \ve enter \\'C find. 
through faith, rest and victory in the Lord Jesus Christ. Oni y as \ve 
recognize that Joshua is to the Old Testament \vhat Ephesians and 
Hebrews are to the New Testament can we see its depths of rneaning 
and importance. 

In fact, most of Israel's history is a parallel to the Christian life frorn 
the liberation from Egypt to its final end. Israel 'vas brought out of 
bondage by God. So are we, for we "were dead in trespasses and sins" 
and God "who is rich in mercy, for his great love \vhere\\·ith he loved us, 
even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together ,vith ChrisL 
(by grace ye are saved;)" (Eph. 2: 4, 5). Saved: set free from the bondage 
of sin, to enter the Christian life, a land flo\\Ting \\rith milk and honey, 
Israel was saved for a purpose and men today are saved for a purpose.:. 
That purpose is to enter in and conquer the land which the Lord gi\'es us, 
God said, ..... arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto 
the land which I do give to them ... " (Joshua 1: 2). 

In our study of the book we shall try to suggest briefly such parallels 
of the conquest of the land by God's people and the conquest of the 
Christian life. 

A New Adventure 
Chapters 1 and 2 are a general survey of 

the book as Joshua seeks to prepare the 
people, 'Nith God's help. He reviews their 
past history of how God brought them out of 
slavery to stir them up so that they would be 
ready to go. Then he tells them to be 
"strong in the Lord" (1 :6) because of what 
God has done for them. This in turn will 
give them courage (1:7) to face their enemies. 
Joshua then suggests that they count the cost 
to see if they ar.~ willing to pay the price 
for taking the land flowing with milk and 
honey (1:10-2:4). 

Just as God's people stand on the 
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threshold of a new advcnture with Cod 
so the newborn Christian stands ;:.t the 
entrance of a nev.r life, no longe:r to "\' .. ·~dk 
according to the course of thc world ..... 
(Eph. 2:2) but to walk with Jesus Christ, 
our Joshua, into a new way of life. If 
one is to do this hc must be wiIlinQ to PO 

4- . " -, 

with Christ. He must bc stronQ in the: 
<-

Lord so as to be couragcous in battIe. }-Ie 
must be willing to pay the price for 
possessing the land of blessings. The 
price is great as v,,'c \vill see in iJ.te:r 
chapters. 
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MemoriaJls 

Chapters 3 and 5 tell us about the road 
to blessing, a memorial being set to the safe 
crossing of the River Jordan, and the prepar­
ing for battle. This all took place after forty 
years of wilderness wandering, most of which 
was added because of the people's unwilling­
ness to pay the cost for taking the land. Then 
they were ready and God gave them instruct­
ions for crossing into the land of blessing. 
(Chapter 3). They were to place the ark of 
covenant before them for it represented God's 
presence among His people. As long as the 
ark was before them and was given its right­
ful place the people were blessed of God. God 
opened the Jordan and they passed over to 
the other side on dry ground (Chapter 4). 
Upon their arrival, two monuments were set 
up to remind them of the safe passage over 
Jordan. After setting up the m0I?-ument.s. of 
twelve~nes each, they observed CircumCISion 
and celebrated the Passover (Chapter 5). 

There is a real parallel 'here. God asks 
for first place in our hearts for His ark, 
Jesus Christ. If we are to have a safe 
passage from the mediocre Christian life to 
one of rich blessings, we must place 
Christ first and before us. He must go 
before us to open the way. Upon our ar­
rival in the land of blessing we are to 
set up a memorial to the crucifying of 
self with Christ at Calvary. Galatians 
2:20 says: t<I am crucified with Christ, nev­
ertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liv­
eth in me." The greatest m'emorial in 
Christianity is the cross which reminds us 
of the crucifixion of Christ for our sins 
and the crucifying of ourselves with 
Christ. It was here at the cross that 
we were by faith granted safe passage in­
to our land of milk and honey, the 
Christian life. 

After remembering our safe passage 
we must prepare for battle, for the ,enemies 
of God are on ,every hand. This prepara­
tion involves the separating of our 
hearts by Christ from the evil powers of 
the world. Colossians 2:10:11: HAnd ye 
are complete in him ... in whom also 
ye are circumcised with the circumcision 
made without hands, in putting off the 
body of the sins of the flesh by the cir­
cumcision of Christ." Paul teaches here 
that we are to renounce sin and allow 
Christ to cut away' the evil so that we 
can be restored to God and thus 're­
joice in the face of the enemy as Israel 

did when they celebrated the Passover. 
Only as the heart is right with God 
through this circumcision by Christ can 
there be rejoicing and celebrating in the 
face of our enemies of this life. 

Victory and Defeat 
Chapters 6 and 7 give us pictures of a VIC­

tory and a setback. The victory came at 
Jericho, when God's people followed His in­
structions to the letter. Even though they 
seemed ridiculous to military men, the walls 
of Jericho fell (chapter 6). In the next 
chapter, the Israelites return from their great 
victory but sin comes along with them. Achan 
brought some of the spoils from Jericho which 
God had forbidden. Thus they went out 
against the small and insignificant city of Ai, 
they experienced a setback. It wasn't until sin 
was put out of the camp and completely de­
stroyed that they regained the lost ground. 
"Thou canst not stand before thine enemies un­
til ye take away the accursed thing among 
you" (7:13). 

God has given us instructions for tak­
ing our J erichos. All Christians have 
such strongholds to conquer. Our Jer­
ichos are forces within our own person­
alities which cause conflict; some weak­
ness of temperament or character; an 
impossible family situation; habits. What­
ever it is, God has given us instructions 
for overcoming it. He tells us to bring 
it to him in faith believing, and in His 
time He will give us victory. He says to 
compass the problem quietly and wait 
pClItiently. If we follow God's directions 
to the letter, the walls of our Jerichos 
will come down, for with God, nothing is 
im possible. 

We may come back from fresh VIC­

tories over our sins, the big struggles in 
life and then allow sins to co,me into 
our camp - the sins of overconfidence, 
prayerlessness, and d~sobedience. Then 
we go against littl·e everyday temptations 
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and we are defeated. , This comes about 
because of sin in our life. Until the sin 
in the life is put out and com pletel y de­
stroyed through Christ we cannot stand 
before the smallest enemies. 

Maintaining Libzrty 
Chapters 8 to 10 complete the conquest 

of the south by Joshua and the people of 
God. After Ai, Joshua returns to Gilgal and 
takes the people . into th~ valley of Shechem 
with Mt. Ebal, a barren, rocky mountain on one 
side and Mt. Gerizim, a fully wooded slope on 
the other. Here in this natural amphitheater 
Joshua reads the laws of liberty to the people 
of God. They had gained their liberty by the 
help of God, but now they had to maintain 
that liberty by following God's directions. 

Our Joshua, Jesus Christ, led us to 
liberty at Calvary over the law of SIn 
and death. "There is therefore now no 
condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the 
flesh, hut af.ter the Spirit. For the laW" 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath 
made me free from the law of sin and 
death" (Romans 8:1-2). Christ not only 
makes us free f rom this laW" of sin 
and death, but also gives us the laws 
necessary for maintaining liberty. He was 
made under the law and lived under the 
law so that He might be without spot 
or blemish before God. When Christ 

comes into your hC.:lrt He brings not on I r 
salvation, but the laws of liberty :1nd 
,the Holy Spirit ,vrites theol on your 
heart (Hebrews 8:10 and 10:16). Tbus 
we have not only liberty by Jesus Christ, 
but the way to keep that liberty. 

Alliance ~vith God 

Following the reading of the b'w In Shechern 
they rested at Gilgal for a 5ca50n. During this 
time the people of Gibcon tricked J nshu;, 
into making an alliance '\vith thcm so th::.t he.: 
would not destroy their city. Joshu:t kept th;,t 
alliance even when he disco\"cn-d til:]! he: Iud 
been tricked. Then frye Amoritr:: kin!.;:: 111.:d<: :1(1 

alliance against Gibeon, Joshua r<:s'pondcd by 
engaging them in battle. The Lord took ;1 

hand and the slaughter tl1:1t day 'was gr<:ate.:r 
because of the h3ilstones from God th:lf1 he­
cause of the swords of Israel. 

We find in this a rich p:1f:1I I <:I wit 11 :l 
person who accepts Jesus Ch rist. By ac· 
cepting Christ, the person makes an alli­
ance with God, an alliance which He will 
honor at any time. As soon ~lS tbis 
alliance is made Satan goes to work- and 
makes alliances 'with the forces of evil to 
destroy the Christian. The e\·i I all iancc 
attacks the Christian 'who, like Gibc:an. 
should turn to his Joshua, Jesus Christ. 
When the Christian does this, the \'ictOfY 

is certain. 

Chapter 10 ends the .first phase of the conquest. The entire southern 
part of the Promised Land falls into the hands of God's people and they 
are now ready to swing north to complete the conquest of the land \vhich 
God had promised to give them. 

In the light of the study of the first half of the book, continue your 
study of chapters II, to 24, noting the conquest of the north (11-12), the 
division of the land and appointment of cities of refuge (13-22), and the 
farewell address and death of Joshua (23-24). As you study, seek out 
the parables. 

Seek parallels such as these: the fruit of victory (11); posseSSIng our 
possessions (13: 1-6); the satisfied life (13: 29-33); reward of discipleship 
(14); living to capacity (17); avoiding perils (22); principles tD-follo\v (23); 
and the power for service (24). 

A careful study and formulating of the parallels· to the Christian I iEe 
will make the Book of Joshua more important to you than just a book of 
history. It will make it a book of conquest of this life to gain all the riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus. 
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