
The Autonomy of the Local Church 
How far does our historic emphasis 

. ~pon true autonomy of the local Church 
do justice. to such a New Testament ex
pression as .. the Body of Christ" in
terpreted in the wider and more compre
hensive sense? 
':fhe Theological Status of Associations 
and Conventions 

. While all Baptists wish to. retain the 
prerogatives of the local church in matters 
of self-government and control of its 
intetnal affairs, others are not happy to 
regard wider groupings of local churches, 
such as associations, unions, and conven
tions as having their justification only in 
expediency and practical necessities. Such 
co-operative action by local churches in a 
wider fellowship would be regarded by 
these Baptists as being a legitimate and 
further expression of the nature of the 
bod y of Christ. Indeed, a significant min-
0rity "might want to speak of the church 
in this wider manifestation in addition to 
its application to the local church. Some 
Baptists feel strongly that our fear of 
delegating authority and of indirect de
mocracy is seriously impeding the more 
effective . unity of action among Baptists 
for whidt,in their opinion, the present 
situation calls. 

~(To be continued) 

Denver Clergy Issue 
"Statement Of" Conscie"ce" 

Members of the clergy representing 
many faiths recently issued a "Statement 
of Conscience" and called upon each cit
izen in Denver, Colo., "to join with us in 
this pledge." ; 

. "We are determined to make the quest 
for racial harmony a matter of personal 
involvement," said the statement. Mis
understandings and grievances must be 
talked" out uopenly, sincerely and calmly:-

The statement concluded: uUnited as 
men and women of many faiths and races, 
we reaffirm that we must .bridge the 
chasms of separation; surmount the bar
riers of sUspicion, fear, and prejudice that 
divide us; heal ancient wounds of ignor
ance, insensitivity, and division; build a 
strong" community, home by home, .neigh
borhood by neighborhood; and achieve the 
fulfillment of the moral principle that all 
men are free and equal under God:· 

-Religious Newsweekly. 
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Kansas City, Mo. 

By Baptism: 
Sandra Huffman 

By 
Shiloh, N. J. 

Baptism: 
Lois Etta Dickinson 
Wilmina Kathleen Rainear 
Marjorie Rice 
Marie Rice 
Lawrence Hoover Harris 
Robert Furniss 
Edward Vincent Page 
Linda Lourae (Mrs. Harry) 
Lyle Edgar Shreves 

Lupton 

By Letter: 
Lucile E. (Mrs. Thomas) Ewing 
Thomas W.Ewing 
Reine B. (Mrs. Harry) Hannan 
Sylvia B. (Mrs. Lyle) Shreves 
Margaret L. (Mrs. David) Sheppard 
David T. Sheppard, Sr. 
David Sheppard, Jr. 
Erwin Sheppard 
Thomas L. Sheppard 

Petch-Sanchez.-Mrs. Margery Laverne Gabriel
son Sanchez and Robert L. Petch were 
united in marriage on March 21. 1964~ in 
Berkeley, Calif. T4e c~remonywas per
formed by their pastor, the Rev. Oscar 
Burdick. 

~~--------
Babcock.-Robert Luther, son of Benjamin T. 

and Mariah (Ayers) Babcock, was born 
in Humbolt, Neb., March 14, 1883, and 
was calleq to rest on the Sabbath morning 
of his 81st birthday, March 14~ 1964, in 
Riverside, Calif. 

In 1895, Robert came with his parents to 
California and settled in the community of 
Colony Heights near Lakeview, in Riverside 
County. About five years later the family 
moved to Riverside. 

On December 28, 1914, he was married to 
Miss Bessie Sweet of Riverside. In 1920 they 
moved to a farm near Blythe, Calif., where they 
lived for 26 years, returning to Riverside in 
1946. Robert was baptized and became a mem
ber of the Riverside Seventh Day Baptist 
Church in 1947 where he continued as a faithful 
attendant, a generous contributor' of time, 
strength, and money." 

He is survived by his wife; an adopted daugh
ter, Anne (Mrs. Jack Elmer) of Riverside; one 
sister, Mrs. Bessie Herbert of Riverside; three 
nephews and two nieces and three grandchil
dren. 

Funeral services were conducted by his pas
tor, AI ton L. Wheeler, and he was laid to 
rest in the Montecito Memorial Park Cemetery 
near Loma Linda, Calif. - A.L.W. 
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Preview of the $60,000 Baptist Booth in the Protestant Pavilion of the 
New York World's Fair which opens April 22. 

The crowds will circulate through the booth looking at the displays, listening to ~ the explanations 
by telephone and asking questions of the aHendants who will be trained to give information and will 
take requests for additional literature. the center desk will be occupied by Seventh Day, Baptists the 
last half of June. . 
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The Church a Meeting House 
. The concept of the. church asa meeting 
house is as old ~ American history and 
goes back to New Testament times. Some
times we wonder, however, if the average 
congregation is fully aware of the si~iJi
cance of .the term. In pioneer days when 
the: ~ur~ was the fir~t and only public 
bwlding It was a meeting place at times 
. for gatherings that were not religious -
although in those days religion pervaded 
all of life more than it does in modern 
communities. Churches would not have 
been built first if a town hall or a dance 
ball-rswas felt, to-be. a .primary need. No, 
the meeting house is, as always, a place 
for a special kind of meeting. 

Whom do you expect to meet at 
church? Old friends and new friends to 
be sure. Do we sometimes forget that' we 
go to church to meet God and to bow 
our heads in the presence of the Savior? 
We like our conifortable pews and the 
warm f~!10wship of Christian friends after 
the service. Do we like equally well to 
ponder on what it means to meet God 
in the prayer time or sermon time? Peo-

>,P~FIELD, N. J. APRIL 13, 1964 r.!e testifynJhat b:ttending church gives 
. yol_ 116, No. 15 Whole No. 6,090 edm a co orta e fee~g"'- well-being ... ~, _________________ =:.: ~n _ peace. This is good to a point. What 

:,~ , .' 15 It that makes us comfortable, the fact 

Edi~oriats: 
IN' TIllS ISSUE tha.~ we have taken time from our Ubusy" 

schedule to attend services, or is it the 
tone of voice of the pastor and the con
tent of his sermon? Could our local 
church be characterized as the "Cult of 
the Comfort!1ble'"? If so, p~sto~\-~nd peo
ple have. mIssed the real Significance of 
~e meeting place. The important thing 
IS that we meet God at church. This can 
never be quite comfortable. No matter 
how religious we are, the difI(!rence be
tween the holiness of God and the sinful
n~s of man. makes such·a meeting a hum
bling experlen.ce. If the pastoril ,:prayer 
and sermon fat! to make us aware 'of this 
we ha!e come with dull ears or the pastor 
has faded. Take the case of Isaiah in the 
t~ple cat~ng ~ glimpse of God and 
cryIng' 01.lt, , Woe IS me! for I am undone; 
because I am a man of unclean lips and I 
~welt in ,~he midst of a people of ~nclean 
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11 . It is. p~~sible that our pres.ent genera-
11· ,- t,Ion~ Witli Its st~on8 e~phasis on ,!orship 

,servIces . and the deVICes of musIc ana 
16 ritual aimed at engendering proper moods 

for worship has faile~ by making things 
too smooth and easy. Worship may be re
duced to a feeling that lacks definite 
thought content - like young couples 
sitting in a field of daisies. Our leaaers 
may forget that mart)' of their good peo
ple come to church completely unprepared 
lor real worshi}') because lack of Bible 
reading and weak messages on past Sab
baths have failed to impress upon them 
the fact that God hates sin - and loves 
stnners. 

I t is true that the Bible teaches believers 
to "come boldly to the throne of grace.'" 
This does not mean that every churchgoer. 
can approach God in the morning service 
with boldness. This is possible only as we 
fully recognize that it is only by grace that 
we can stand before Him. petitioning for 
ourselves and interceding for others. 

There are many ways that we can make 
the church a meeting place with God. We 
can prepare our hearts ahead of time for 
experiences similar to that of Isaiah. We 
can let the pastor know that we are will
ing to face our shortcomings and be made 
uncomfortable by a fearless proclaiming 
of the Word of God with its application 
to our time . 

It is easy to stay away from church, as 
so many do to their own hurt. It may_ be 
too easy to go, and meet onlYleople, not 
Christ. Worshipers who fin Christ at 
church come back regularly, not spasmod
ically. 

Breaking Barriers 
in Birmingham 

Birmingham, Alabama, has its racial 
barriers. Some irresponsible citizens have 
attempted to maintain them with deeds 
of violence that have shocked the. nation. 

Recently something happened in that 
city that may do more to foster harmony 
than anything that could be done by fed
eral law enforcement agencies or by the 
various churches of the city working sep
arately. Evangelist Billy Graham came to 
town for a one-day crusade. The story of 
his preaching there was reported by 
United Press and 'other news agencies. 
Your editor read it in a copy of the 
Raleigh Times of March 30, thoughtfully 
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handed to him by a suanger in Fayette
ville, North Carolina. 

The evangelist engaged Legion Field, a 
football stadium, for the service which 
was advertised as an integrated meeting. 
There were 35,000 people in attendance. 
Mayor Albert Boutwell said the one-day 
crusade gave the city Iia chance to show 
its good side:' Just to be sure that the 
bad side would not show itself in acts of 
violence the entire police force of 300 was 
on duty. There was no racial trouble, pos
sibly because of the presence of police but 
more probably because of the good will 
of the people under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit. 

The arrangements were unique for a 
city in the deep South. A 3,500-voice choir 
composed of whites and Negroes from 
700 churches led the singing. There were 
some 1,000 ushers of both races equipped 
with walkie-talkie radios to seat the 
crowds in the stands. Mr. Graham in his 
Easter sermon preached on the meaning 
of the death of Christ to an audience that 
was more than fifty per cent Negro. He 
made no di,ect. reference to the series of 
unsoJved bomb~gs but fOUlted out that 
our problems are, according to the Bible, 
deeper than social or educational We 
are inJlicted, he said, with heart trouble. 
Many apparently sought help for that 
kind of trouble - the evil that proceeds 

< from the heart. The news dispatCh states 
that the ~ousands who responded to the 
call at the close of the message covered 
nearly half of the football field. 

The evangelist had stated that this day 
was "a great historic occasion in Birming
ham; a moment we·ll never· forget:' His 
words may well prove to be true. This 
type of program, in contrast with other 
public demonstrations or actions by elect
. ed and appointed officials, gets to the root 
of the problem; it -generates Christian· love 
on a large scale. This ~ill break the racial 
barriers in all the Birminghams. We can 
,hope that all true Christians will work in 
ways like this to prove untrue of this city 
the words of the gripping poem, . -

"When Jesus came to Birmingham, 
They merely passed Him by, 
They didn't touch a hair of Him, 
They only let Him die:' 
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MiSsionary Giving 
Missionaries on the field should not be 

forgotten by those of us who have ~e
m~ined behind to enjoy an adequate In
come and comfortable living. This has 
been said so many times and in so many 
ways that it hardly seems necessary to 
say it again. However, it does need to be 
said because our protesting that we do 
remember these foreign representatives of 
outs sounds a little hollow even in our 
own ears. How much of the time do we 
remember them, and· with how much of 
our money? The fact of the matter is that 
these missionaries remember us much bet
ter than we do them. They think of us 
with a concern that causes them to give 
money for the spiritual up-building of rel
atives and friends back home. 

Missionaries are probably the best giv
ers of any church members anywhere .. I 
do not include in this statement the gIv
ing of time- and self-sacrificing service to 
the people in their area of activity. They 
tithe and more than tithe their income. 
They see the needs in other fields besides 
their own and contribute to some of those 
needs even while devoting most of their 
energy to building up the work that lies 
close at hand. 

A recent letter from a Seventh Day 
Baptist missionary on a foreign field c~n
tained a check to cover several subscrIp
tions to the Sabbath Recorder. These were 
to be sent to relatives in' this country who 
might be helped by regularly reading our 
denominational journal - a reriodical 
that contains frequent news 0 all our 
mission fields. 

We at home need to be reminded that 
missionary giving is a two-way street. The 
same Holy Spirit who prompts us to give 
liberally to overseas work impresses upon 
our missionaries the need of some of us 
who are-at home. They request our prayers 
for them and at the same time let us 
know· that we are in th:eir prayers. This 
is the way the Spirit leads; are we willing 
to be--led? 

The Church. must go native in every
thing except faith and morals. 

-- -~Father Kilmer Myers 
in -Light the Dark Streets 
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MEMORY TEXT 
Therefore we are buried with him by 

baptism into death: that like as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by the glory of 
the Father even so we also should walk , 
in newness of life. Romans 6: 4. 

KNOWING GOD 
By Rev. Paul B. Osborn 

How can I hope to know God? Men 
have struggled for years and have failed 
to come up with a satisfactory definition. 
No wonder Paul exclaims, "0 the depth 
of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable 
are his judgments, and his ways past find
ing out!" (Rom~ 11: 33). 

A careful examination of human re
ligions will show that they have one th~ng 
in common. They ate mere men tryIng 
to understand the Godhead, finite mental
ity trying to describe the infinite. Religion 
is man seeking God, and in the process 
finding "gods." Christianity -is. not re
ligion as such, but is God seekIng man, 
"For the Son of man is come to seek and 
to save that which was lost"" (Luke 19: 
10). ' 

Without Christ we must be agnostics 
(know-nothings) for "No man hath seen 
God at any time; the only begotten Son, 
who is in the bosom of the Father, he 
hath declared him" (John 1: 18). While 
religions search throughout the world for 
Him, we find that "God . . . hath in these 
last days spoken unto us by his Son .. :' 
(Heb. 1: 2). 

The conclusions of religions are many 
times excellent except for one vital point. 
The Apostle ·Paul would describe them as 
ttHaving a form of godliness, but deny
ing the power thereof: from such turn 
away" (2 Tim. 3: 5). Christ, who "was 
in the beginning with God" (John 1: 2), 
is left out, and thus God's revelation of 
Himself is spurned. 

How can I know God? Jesus says, ttl 
am the Way, the Truth, and the Life; no 
man cometh unto the Father but by me. 
If ye had known me, ye should have 
knowll my Father also'~ (John 14: 6-7). 
Christ 'Is The Answer! 
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Speakirig in toogtU?S 
is more widespread today 
than in any period of church history 

.?'file ~e ~ S~7 
By· Lester G. Osborn, Schenectady, N. Y. 

We wonder, are we missing something? to do is to suggest some thing~ to be con
What about the ministry of the' Holy sidered. 
Spirit in the believer? Our chief objection is to the insisten~e 

of some that every believer must have this 
Recently there has been quite a furor experience. Many claim that "if you 

about "tongues-st'eaking:" Wh~t fo.r years haven't spoken in tongues, you don"t have 
was associated WIth Pentecostalism IS now the Holy Spirit:' One person remarkecL 
in some of the old-line denominations, "Then I must have spoken in tongues, ~or 
both laymen and pastors claiming the ex- I know I have the Spirit:" Another salcL 
perience. It is in our col~eges ~,nd u!l- ttThen I don't have the Spirit, for I have 
iversities. Some have called It the Chans- never spoken in tongues, and so rm oot 
matic Revival"' and the 'New Pentecost:' a Christian for 'if any man have not the 

Attitudes toward sp.eaking in, tongues Spirit of Christ, he is! none of his:"' 
are many and far apart. They range all Isn't tha rather a severe judgment? 
the way from scorn to the claim th~t this For another thing, why pick "tongues" 
is the only evidence of the p~ss~ssl.on of as the test and not some of the other 
the- Holy Sfirit. One sa ys It IS Just a gifts of th'e Spirit? In listing the gifts 
psychologica phenom~non-em~ti~n It

mn_ Paul puts tongues las~, and. i~ ~is trea.~
ning riot'"; aQother claIms that It IS a deep ment of the ~arious gifts, mtnUIllzes th~r 
spiritual experience. importance. Perhaps we sh~ul~. n,?te In 

Many questions come to the mind con- passing that "t~n~es-s~eaking . IS not 
cerning tttongues:' Are they languages limited to ChristIanIty. It IS found In some 
not known to hearer and speaker, or are of the pagan religions, too. 
they ecstatic utterances? Certainly on the One of the questions which <:oncer~s 
Day of Pentecost they were intelligible us is the source of tongues-speaking thiS 
languages" for they were understood by side of the New T..estament. Naturally 
men of many nations and dialects. J:low those who claim to have had this exper
many spoke in tongues on that oc~asIon? ience attribute it to the Holy Sl'i~t. It 
The account says "they." Does thiS refer would seem that in some cases this IS not 
to the 120, or just the 12 apostles? Prob- true for some who have carefully invest
ably· it makes little difference, though some igat~d the phenomenon have reported that 
claim it was given just to the twelve to the speaker was actually cursing Jesus, 
authenticate their apostleship; w~ile some, and that others speaking in tongues have 
to -prove that this phe?omenon IS for all denied that Jesus Christ came in the flesh. 
believers today, say It was the whole These examples at l~t see~ to find their 
group. Were • 'tongues' " just temporary? source in Satan. Not ImpOSSible, for Satan 
Did the~ and the .. other gi~ts o~ the Spir~~ counterfeits every truth of Christianity. 
cease WIth the that - whIch IS perfect Two incidents stand out in our own ex
revelation - the completed New Testa- perience. Years ago, followin~ a series of 
ment; or are they for today as well as for revival meetings in a church In what was 
the New Testament church? These are then the edge of Long Beach,. Calif., -a 
just some of the qnations asked. little mission was started. It did an· ef-

It is not the purpose in this articl~ .to fective work for the Lord until "'tongues" 
try to prove or disprove the authentICIty came into the group. It was not long be-

- - t th h fore the group broke up and the mission 
of the presen~ tongues ~ovem~n , oug, was closed. In a neighboring church in 
it is hard to dISCUSS a subject Without one s 
own bent being -revealed. What we want western New York seven men banded to-
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gether as a Gospel team. They gave a fine 
witness for the Lord. They got i~to homes 
where a pastor could not. They were win
ing souls to Christ. Then "tongues
speaking" came into that church. Within 
weeks the work of that Gospel team was 

o stopped. Was this the work of the Holy 
Spirit? 

Those who hold that tongues-speaking 
is neither from the Holy Spirit nor from 
Satan, say that it is of the flesh - purely 
psychological and emotional. There is 
something spectacular in the experience 
that appeals to the natural man. The flesh 
craves physical sensations. One who has 
Ctspbken in tongues" 0 feels superior to 
others who have not. He has a feeling of 
attainment in his spiritual life. Others 
hear his testimony, and conclude that there 
is a lack in their own Christian life, so 
they "tarry," pray fervently, even agonize 
for the experience. It seems thaI the cri
terion is the experience of someone else, 
not "What saith the Scripture?" This is 
a grave error. 

The Bible teaches that the Holy Spirit 
chooses whid,t gift to give to whom, 
··dividing to every man severally as he 
will" (1 Cor. 12: 11). It is evident that 
all do not have the same gift, and should 
not expect it. Someone has said: ·1)0 

not envy one who has a gift you lack; do 
not despise one who lacks the gift you 
have:' 

Are we missing something? Is it pos
sible that we have allowed the unscriptur
al teaching, the vagaries and fantastic 
claims, and the mistaken insistence of 
some of the ··tongues" people to cause us 
to shun the study of the person and work 
of the Holy Spirit, and not give Him the 
place He is intended to have in our con
duct and in the things of life and service? 

We say, UWe believe in the Holy 
Spirit," but do we really? It is an article 
in our Stat~ment of Belief, but do we 
make Him the center of our lives? Yes, 
we believe the doctrine, hut what about 
our experience? Is this, perhaps, the rea
son that the Pentecostal groups are among 
the fas!est growing of all the Christian 
sects? People feel a lack in their exper-

, 

ience, and see a passive inactivity in their 
churches. They seem to see the oppositeo in 
the Pentecostal churches, and decide that 
these people have what they want. 

So much for --tongues-speaking:' The 
work of the Holy Spirit in the believer is 
a subject on which the Bible has much to 
say. We need to study it for our own 
profit. Perhaps we have been missing 
something. 

Editors Challenged 
on Civil Rights Issue 

The combined circulation of America's 
Protestant press is more than 20 million. 
Many of these publications are official 
journals whose editorial policy depends 
on denominational policy. We believe that 
most denominations represented by these 
magazines have declared themselves on 
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the race questIon. Therefore, as a co-
worker, we appeal to them to take imme
diate and unequivocal action in alerting 
American Protestants to the precarious 
situation of the Civil Rights Bill. We 
ask them to use their front pages to ap
peal to the conscience of their readers and 
to encourage all efforts aimed at the pas
sage of this legislation. We ask them to 
do this even if it means disrupting issues 
planned long in advance, even if it means 
a last-minute change, even if it constitutes 
an editorial risk. We believe that a con
certed effort of o the religious press is. a 
potentially crucial ingredient in a strategy 
of neighbor-love in our society today. 

Much has been written to suggest that 
the Protestant press tends to be lukewarm 
and compromising when faced with 0 great 
issues. But 0 we submit that now is the 
time when the Protestant press can con
tradict this assertion with unprecedented 
deeds of editori~1 courage. We recognize 
that many Protestant journals have con
sistently fought the battle for crystallizing 
these efforts. If such action is currently 
planned by the Protestant press, well and 
good. If not, we hope it will be. 

Stephen C. Rose, representing 
Chicago City Missionary Society 
editor, Renewal. 
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MISSIONS - Sec. Everett ,. Harris 

Delegates to 
World Consultation Meetings 

at Salem, W. Va., 
August 1'2-16, 1964 

(Si~tho in a series of biographical sketchOes of 
official delegates and alternate representatives 
from Seventh Day Baptist Conferences 0 abroad.) 

Rev. Joe A. Samuels 
Jamaica, W. I. 

Rev. Joe A. Samuels of Jamaica, W. I., 
was born February 26, 1936. He was 
graduated from Crandall High School in 
1956. Brother Samuels entered the Chris
tian ministry in 1957 and after prelimin
ary theological training offered by mis
sion ~eaders, served as resident pastor of 
the Font Hill Seventh Day Baptist Church 
for one year. He was married to Joyce 
Vassell in 1959 and they have three chil
dren. He entered Jamaica Theological 
Seminary in 1960 and was graduated in 
July, 1963. He was ordained a Seventh 
Day Baptist minister in 1961. He served 
as president of the Young People's Board, 
1955-61; president of Board of Christian 
Ed~cation, 1959-60; elected president of 
Jamaica· Seventh Day Baptist Confere~ce, 
1961, the youngest minister to hold this 
post. During the current year Mr. Samuels 
is Corresponding Secretary of the Con
ference. He is a regular member of 
··Mills' Melodiers." Pastor Samuels now 
serves the St. Thomas Circuit of Seventh 
Day Baptist Churches (Bath, Thornton,· 
Font Hill, Sunning Hill Mission). 

Pa~tor Samuels b:as been selected by the 
JamaIca Seventh Day Baptist ·Conference 
to serve as their delegate at the World 
Consultation of Seventh Day Baptist Con-
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ferences at Salem, W. Va., in August. The 
Jamaica Conference also approved Brother 
N. Harley as "advisor" at i:lie Consultation 
meetings and Brother B. Lewis as uan 
alternate to both delegate and advisor." 
The Rev. and Mrs. Grover Brissey of 
Laurel, Md., will act as hosts of the Ja
maica delegation during Consultation and 
General Conference meetings. 
. Through arrangements made by Secre

tary Leon M. Maltby, Pastor Samuels 
will make an ear lie r trip to this 
country, arriving May 20 and probab
ly staying until June 4. He will at
tend the Baptist Jubilee Advance meet
ings at Atlantic City, N. J.,. May 22-24, 
1964. On Sabbath morning, May 23, Bro
ther ,Samuels is to represent Seventh Day 
Baptists of the world as he addresses those 
gathered at Convention Hall in Atlantic 
City on the Baptist Jubilee Advance pro
gram titled · 'Results of Mission Work 
Around the'-World: Representatives of 
Continents." 

Nyasaland Mission Events 
Plans are I progressing for Miss Sarah 

Becker to return to this country early in 
August 1964. At that time she will have 
completed a term of service as missionary 
nurse at .Makapwa Mission, Nyasaland, of 
four -years and nine months. 

Miss Becker will be accompanied by 
Pastor Otrain B. Manan .who will be com
ing to attend the Consultation meetings 
at Salem Conference as the representative 
of the Nyasaland Seventh Day Baptist 
Churches. Their plane reservations are 
made so °that they are scheduled to ar
rive in New York on Sunday, August 2. 

Encouraging words have been ~received 
from Rev. David Pearson in letter of 
March 17, 0 concerning the work. He has 
written: coThe Makapwa situation seems 
good these days. This should ease your 
minds somewhat in the U.S.A. . . . The 
new Malawi government is still supplying 
(financial) assistance, as was done befo£~ 
for medical work. Makapwa's school is 
being assisted for the greater part but 
not completely." 

Within recent weeks the olQcal African 
pastor at Makapwa was subjected to some 
embarrassing investigations by a witch 



doctor and some of his followers, which 
visit was vigorously protested by mission 
leaders. Pastor Pearson now writes, "The 
chief of our area today strongly repri
manded the lesser chief of our area for 
his part in b~inging the witch doctor to 
Makapwa for his investigations. He told 
him he can be a chief no more." 

Dr. and Mrs. Victor Burdick plan to go 
to Lake Nyasa for a rest-vacation for a 
few days' in early April. Dr. Burdick 
writes that consideration is being given 
to installing a radio-telephone system 
which would connect Makapwa and Mal
amulo (Adventist) Mission stations. It 
is understood that Malamulo has an out
let to Blantyre, the nearest large city. 

Slide Sets Available for Loan 
Bn'1tish Guiana 

A set of 26 slides and accompanying 
script, as· prepared by Missionary Leland 
E. Davis, has been received recently and 
is available for loan to the churches. These 
slides show views of our mission family, 
of the Georgetown Fellowship, and of 
Seventh Day Baptist church groups in· 
British Guiana. Two older sets of 40 and 
26 slides respectively may be ordered sep
~rately ~ or all may be ordered together. 

Jamaica 
A set of 65 slides with accompanying 

script, "as prepared by the Rev. Leon R. 
Lawton in 1961, is available for loan. This 
set offers an. excellent opportunity to see 
and hear about the beautiful country and 
interesting people of Jamaica, with special 
emphasis upon Seventh Day Baptists on 
the Island. 

Nyasaland 
A set of 60 slides and accolllpanying 

script is available for loan to churches, 
showing pictures taken by Secretary E. 
T. Harris as he visited the Nyasaland Mis
sion Field in June and July, 1963, visiting 
Seventh Day Baptist brethren of Holland, 
England, and Germany en route. 

8. 

SABBATH SCHOOL LESSON 
for April 25, 1964 

The Christian Loves His. Neighbor 
Lesson Scripture: 1 John 4: 16 

through 5: 3. 

.. 
. . 

ECUMENICAL NEWS 

BWA Makes Plans 
for Eleventh World Congress 

The Administrative Committee of the 
Baptist World Congress met at At~antic 
City, N. J., early in March for general 
discussion and to lay plans for the elev
enth World Congr~ss of Baptists. These 
Congresses are held every five years. The 
next one will be on American soil at 
Miami Beach June 25-30, 1965. The last 
one was at Rio de Janeiro in June of 
1960. 

A basic program outline presented by 
the Rev. Theodore F. Adams, past pres
ident of BW A, was approved. Speakers 
from all over the world were suggested. 

Conrad Willard of Miami, chairman of 
local arrangements committees, said that 
6,500 hotel rooms .ranging from $5 to $8 
per night per person already have been 

. arranged in 55 of the resort area's 400 
hotels. Congress sessions will beheld in 
Miami Beach Convention Hall and at the 
Orange Bowl in Miami. Railroad and bus 
lines are offering special excursion rates. 

With the Congress so much more ac
cessible than previous ones it is expe~ed 
that Seventh Day Baptists will be well 
represented. The March meeting of the 
Administrative Committee set in motion 
certain proposals to make the Alliance 
organization more representative of Bap
tists around the world. In addition to the 
78 member conventions and unions there 
are numerous other conventions eligible 
for membership in a total of 115 coun
tries. One proposal calls for constitutional 
changes to increase the representation of 
world Baptists on the Executive Com
mittee which now has only 31 of the 78 
member unions represented on it. These 
and other questions will undoubtedly be 
ready for action at the June 1965 meeting 
at Miami. 

The Baptist World, monthly publication 
of the Baptist World Alliance, is printing 
a series of study papers designed to ac
quaint Baptists of the world with issues 
to be discussed at the 11 th Baptist World 
Congress. The nrst set of materials is 
based on work of the BW A 'Commission 
on Religious Liberty and Human Rights 
and is printed in the March issue. 
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'D~.ecU ~ 'D","e.i:u A_N.IIt} .~ 
A paper to be discussed by a panel of Baptists and Seventh Day Baptists at Atlantic City, May 23. 

.. (Continued from last week) . . 

Baptistn and Church ~p Separation of Church and State 

Important differences appear in regard Baptists are ~nanimous. in d~laring that 
to Believers· Baptism and its relation. to the state must not. exerose dl~ect .control 
church membership. Some churches Itm- over the church, Interfere :WIth Its f.ree 
it membership to Immersed believ~rs only self-government under Christ,. or. ~rlng 
(closc:d ~embershil'); other~ admtt mem- !egal pressure to .b~r upo.n t~e Indlvld~l 
bershlp on profeSSion of falth and !eave In matte.rs of religiOUS fal~ a~d p.ractlce. 
the question of baptism to the co~sclence In practice, however! Baptists In ddfer~nt 
of the believer (open membership). In parts.of the world Interpre~ theapplica
recent years a mediating position has been tion of thi~ principle in varymg ways. The 
adopted where Christians from other crucial questions are as follows: 
denominations, not baptized as believers, 1. How far should Baptist churches and 
are admitted to a more .active mem!>~rship Baptist individuals accept tax conces-
but are not generally given the prlvdeges sions and other benefits from a state 
of voting for the call of a minister or which is friendly to the Christian re-
of acting as a delegate to associations or ligion and desires to support it? 
c0!lventions. ~is practice,. of~enf des

d
- 2. Does the separation. of. church and 

~rlbed as associate ~embershlp, IS o~ state mean the complete elimination 
In some churches In both the United from state-controlled public schools of 
States and Canada. all forms of religious worship and in

In addition, there are many Baptists 
who refuse to regard as valid a baptism 
administered by other than what they con
sider a New Testament church (alien bap
tism). Others feel equally strongly that 
the presence of genuine faith and the real
ity of the new birth should be the only 
measurement of a true baptism, even when 
the baptism is performed in a non-Baptist 
church. 

While it is fair to say that almost all 
Baptists today regard immersion as the 
New Testament mode of baptism, some 
hesitate to make the mode a theological 
absolute on the ground that the spiritual 
realities to which believers' baptism test
Hies are more important than the sym
bolic form. 

Closely connected with this question is 
that of attendance at the Lord·s Supper. 
Many closed men;tbership churches prac
tice closed communion, i.e., they admit 
to the Lord·s Supper only immersed be
lievers. Others observe "open" commun
ion, i.e., they invite all who accept Jesus 
as' J .. ord ·and Savior to participate, leaving 
it to the individual conscience to accept 
or refuse the invitation thus given. 
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struction? 
3. Can Baptists support the teaching of 

religion in state schools by ministers, 
whether Baptists or clergymen of other 
denominations? (This has special rel
evance to the Canadian situation). 

4. How much and what kind of state 
financial aid can be offered to and re
ceived by church-related schools? 

The Ecumenical Movement 

This is perhaps one of the most serious 
of all recent differences of opinion among 
Baptists. Lack of knowledge and strong 
emotional reactions make difficult a pa
tient and fair study 'of the proble~ and 
call for immediate consideration. While 
Baptists have a form of ecumenicity in the 
Baptist World Alliance, some feel that 
this is not enough and that Baptists can
not refuse to consider their relationship to 
other Christian bodies. The main points 
at issue would app·ear to be the following~ 
1. Does closer co-operation with other 

Christian bodies mean the acceptance 
of local cOm!ty arrangements which 
would restrict our freedom to make the 
Baptist witness wherever the spirit of 
God leads us so to do? 



2. Must membership of the World Coun
cil of Churches lead to the organic 
union of all existing churches with the ' 
consequent disappear~nce. of Baptists 
as a separate denomlnatton ana the 
danger of an eventual super-church 
which would be a threat to religious 
liberty? To this some ·Baptists would 
say "yes:' Others would maintain that 
the constitution of the World Council 
of Churches safeguards the full free
dom of the participating churches; they 
suggest that the precise nature of Chris
tian unity has yet to be agreed upon, 
aJ?d that the ,danger of a super-church 
is: increased by the absence from such 
theological discussions of those who 
have been historically committed to re
ligious liberty. The basic theological 
diff~rence would seem to be between 
those who make the Baptist view of 
the church normative and those who 
believe that Baptists form one part of 
the universal church. This means a 
readiness on the part of Baptists to 
acknowledge that other denominations 
are. also parts of the one universal 
church and that loyalty to Christ de
mands our willingness to seek a more 
adequate expression of the unity which 
is already ours in Christ. 

3. Some Baptists have accepted the charge 
of "modernism" or "liberalism'" lev
elled in some' quarters against the 
W orId Council of Churches. Others re
ply that since every kind of church 
tradition and every shade of theolog
ical opinion is represented in the 
Council, the imposition of such a label 
is both unfair and untrue to the facts 
of the case. Since there is much di
versity of theological views even among 

, Baptists themselves, the same condition 
is certainly to be expected in a body as 
large as the World Council of Church
es. Baptists generally, whatever their 
differences in this matter, would agree 
that the W orId Council of Churches is 
not above criticism, that Christian unity 
is' primarily a matter of the spirit and 
not of organization only, and that un
ity, however defined, must not be pur
chased at the expense of truth or by 
the sacrifice of convictions honestly and 
sincerely held. 

The ChriStian Gospel 
in Relation to Social Problems 

Differences among individual Baptists 
can be classified as follows: 

Social Justice 
Some put the stress upon the responsi

bility to evangelize individuals only; oth
ers upon the application of Christian prin
ciples to political and economic life. Some 
would attempt to combine both, seeing 
evangelism as the total witness of the 
Christian's life in all of his relationships 
in society. 

Race Problems 
Some Baptists would be willing to con

cede complete equality of opportunity to 
all peoples regardless of color, nationality, 
or creed; some are not willing to do so. 

War and Peace 
Baptists from the 17th century onwards 

have always had in their ranks those who 
maintain a strictly pacifist position and re
fuse to beat arms for religious reasons. 
Others, while deploring war and admit
ting its evils, believe that under certain 
circumstances the Christian may be left 
with no alternative but to use force, even 
if this. should mean nuclear weapons. 

Worship and Evangelism 
It should be also noted that there are 

significant differences of emphasis among 
Baptists in their manner of conducting 
public worship. Some would stress the 
freedom of the Spirit and the informal 
nature of worship; others believe that 
the reality of the Spirit's presence is not 
incompatible with a more formal and 
liturgical form of service. ,> Some incline 
more to what has been called "mass 
evangelism," while others prefer the var
ious forms of personal evangelism through 
Christian education and individual wit
ness. Some churches regularly give a call 
to public decisipn as part of the act of 
worship; for others this is not a custom
ary practice and is reserved for special 
occasions. These factors result in differ
ences of spirit and atmosphere from one 
local church to another and even between 
geographical areas and countries. These 
matters are not occasions of serious dif
ference among us. Nevertheless they may 
· well be noted in this connection. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION - Sec. Rex E. ZwI ..... 

Seventh Day Baptist 
Youth Fellowship Aims 

The uAims" as printed in the Seventh 
Day Baptist Youth Fellowship, A Manual 
for Discussion, came under iliscussion at 
the last meeting of the Youth Work Com
mittee of the board. Some thought they 
were ambiguous. Possibly it is time that 
they be revised. We will be happy to re
ceive comments for improving our aims. 
Any Seventh Day Baptist has a right to 
criticize them. Any Youth Fellowship 
should be interested in having them 
worded so that they present a challenge to 
each member to do his best, for the build
ing of the Kingdom. We suggest that the 
present "Aims" be used as a basis for a 
discussion of each Youth Fellowship. Tab
ulate the results of your discussion and 
send them to the chairman of the Youth 
Work Committee, Rev. David Clarke, 
Alfred, N. Y. Here are the present 
"Aims" as printed in the manual: 

1. To seek after the "truth that makes you 
free," and to follow it wherever it leads. 

2. To emphasize the necessity of a personal 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ, 
and to encourage growth in the Christian faith. 

3. To strengthen belief in the Bible Sabbath, 
and to learn ways of using it to the glory' of 
God. 

4. To create interest in a discipline that will 
foster Christian witnessing in all avenues of life. 

5. To promote evangelistic endeavor. 
6. To plan meetings that will challenge mem

bers to a greater participation in the church 
program. 

7. To develop intelligent participation in 
church, community, and world affairs. 

8. To develop Christian friendliness and to 
encourage participation in all the activities of 
the Seventh Day Baptist Youth Fellowship. 

Other items from the March 29 meet
ing of the Youth Work Committee include 
the ft;>llowing: 

Mrs. Harold Bakker and Mrs. E. J. 
Lowther have assumed the responsibility 
of securing facilities. for the youth ban
quet at General' Conference. 

Everett T. Harris, Jr., was approved as 
the advisor for the National SDBYF of
ficers. 

Action was taken to secure a nominating 
com mit tee for next year's·, National 
SDBYF officers. Presumably they will be 
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nominated from the area in which General 
Conference will be held in 1965. Lyle 
Sutton agreed to convene the committee. 

A tentative schedule of youth activities 
at General Conference as presented by 
Miss Leola Welch, president of the N a
tional SDBYF, was aiscussed. There will 
be further correspondence in regard to 
this. 

Miss Linda Bingham was present at this 
meeting, and many' ideas pertaining to 
her work and that of her successor were 
discussed. 

The Youth Work Committee is very 
grateful for the magnificent work initi
ated by Miss Bingham, and wishes her the 
best of God·s blessings as she retires as 
our Youth Field Worker and enters hee 
new work.!'/, 

Camp Dates, 1964 
(We will be happy to publish the dates of 

all SDB Camps. Send them to the board office.) 

Pacific Pines, Crestline, California -
Intermediate Camp, June 21-28, grades 
7-9; fee: $13~50 " 
Primary C~p, June 28-July 1, grades 
1-3; fee: $6.50 
Senior Camp, July 1-5, grades 10 and up; 
fee: $7.50 
Junior Camp, July 5-12, grades 4-6; fee: 
$13.50. 

Camp Harley, Alfred Station, N. Y. -
Junior Camp, Jult 5-12, Rev. David 
Clarke, director; fee: $12 for single camp
er, $10 for ,each if there are more than 
one from a family 
Senior Camp, July 12-19, Pastor Herbert 
Saunders, director; fee same as for Junior 
Camp 
Primary Camps, July 20-25. 

At the present time there are few 
Africans qualified by training and exper
ience to move into positions of autftor
ity. However, shouldn't the Church fol
low the e x amp I e of Jesus and gi~~ 
responsibility a little before the people 
are ready for it - trusting the Holy 
Spirit to provide the necessary wisdom? 

Ralph E. Dodge, in, 
The Unpopular Missionary 
(Fleming H. Revell Company). 
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Family Sabbathkeeping 
Where There Is No Church 

By Helen Thorngate 

We aJ;'e past middle age. If we could 
again have our family growing up about 
us, what would we do differently? Asking 
ourselves this would be a silly game, 
unless somehow our gropings and fum
blings have produced something that 
might be useful for young families setting 
out on the Christian adventure. 

To begin· with, we would expect the 
'~hurch or Sabbath School to supplement 
rather than supplant family religious 
training. As Seventh Day Baptists re
moved from the stimulation and compan
ionship of worshiping with others of 

. like faith we would make better use of 
the splendor of the Sabbath. Where 
others have a building to worship in, we 
have a DAY to worship in - the quiet 
of dusk, the beauty of sky and sun and 
rain, always waiting at the end of a busy 
week. The ideal family Sabbath should 
begin with a hush and end with a bang. 
We would make a great deal of Sabbath 
eve, trying to reserve it for the family to 
relax from worldly concerns, business or 
school or housework, singing together, 
laughing together, playing and praying 
together . We would invite others to our 
circle - but only on the family terms. 
We would try to make the Sabbath a 
delight while welcoming only activities 
which are compatible with spiritual aware
ness. It should be a day with a difference 
- special clothes, the best china and 
silver, out-of-the-ordinary food. For the 
small ones, different toys, even though the 
toy itself has no significance. Reading 
should be encouraged, aloud when pos
sible. Radio and television would be used 
sparingly for music and programs which 
would not distract from the spiritual tone 
of the day, or which give relaxed enjoy
ment. 

We would have a regular time for 
more or less formal worship in which all 
could take some part if only learning to 
sit quietly or passing out hymn books 
(important to have plenty, and plenty of 
Bibles) or reciting a Psalm. We would 
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try to have some regular program of Bible 
study appropriate to the ages involved. 
We would have the children understand 
and share in our giving to missions, church 
and community needs. We would have 
games which involved knowledge of mis
sion fields, churches, pastors, Seventh Day 
Baptist history. 

We would make more effort to effect 
an understanding of the beauty and neces
sity" of the Sabbath, its difference in origin 
and authority from Sunday, and the im
portance of reserving this bit of sacred 
time as much as possible for activities 
having spiritual value. Then we would 
expect every member of the family to de
cide what, for. him, is compatible with 
spiritual awareness and growth. 

We would be more careful to have some 
bit of daily worship when all the family 
was together, the daily readings from the 
Helping Hand or a brief thought from 
some book at breakfast time. . We would 
expect to talk of religious ideas in matter
of-fact conversation so that everyday 
simple piety would be natural and uriaf
fected. We would, as parents, expect God 
to give us direction and spend more time 
in private prayer listening for it. 

We would try not to be ut'set when 
ideas alien to our own opinions were 
espoused, or insist that every "in should 
be dotted- and every ctf' crossed as we 
have done it - while standing up 
staunchly for our own conclusions. 

We would try to relate Christianity to 
the stresses and strains and opportunities 
outside the home. We would try to help 
the young ones develop a conscious Chris
tian scale of values. We would see that 
our training in the Christian way of life 
found outlets in community service, in 
Scouts; or Bluebirds, in PTA, in Service 
Clubs, Red Cross, Neighborhood Clubs. 
There are dozens of niches in every com
munity crying for devoted, unselfish 
Christian service. We would still feel 
that· for Seventh Oay Baptists as lone 
Sabbathkeepers it is ~mportant that the 
churches in the community feel our in
terest and co-operation without allowing 
ourselves to become involved to· any great 
extent in their denominational organiza
tions and· projects. 
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Worldls Fair Visitors 
Many of our readers are probably mak

ing plans to visit the New York World's 
Fair this spring or summer as part of a 
vacation trip. Such a trip is likely to in
volve a weekend. It also involves hous
ing, transportation, and other problems. 
Not everyone living at a distance is aware 
of the advantages of making Plainfield, 
N. J., a headquarters for daily excursions 
to the fair. This city is so close to New 
York that it is a very convenient place 
to park your car. Public transportation by 
bus and train is available as often· as every 
half hour until late at night. Thousands 
use it daily to get to and ftom their work. 
Plainfield and Highway 22, which skirts 

. North Plainfield, now have greatly en
larged motel and hotel accommodations . 
The church people of our city will be glad 
to be of any possible assistance to people 
of like faith in making suggestions about 
housing and transportation. 

.For Seventh Day Baptists there are two 
thIngs that should not be overlooked in 
making a trip to New York - the church 
located at Fifth and Central in Plainfield , 
and the denominational building just a 
!ew blocks away in the center of the city 
Just across the street from the City Hall. 
The church building is unique among 
church buildings both inside and out. The 
friendliness and cordiality of the congre
gation is not surpassed anywhere in the 
denomination. A Sabbath spent here can 
be a Sabbath well spent. The pastor, C. 
Harmon Dickinson, of 511 Central Aven
ue, will be glad to give recognition to vis
itors. The Worship Committee would like 
to know in advance of ministers and lead
ers who might plan to be in this area 
sometime during August when the pastor 
is on vacation~ , 

The Seventh Day Baptist BuildingJ 
spoken of as the most· beautiful public 
building in Plainfield, is an attraction for 
all who appreciate the history and present 
work of our people. Tours of the build
ing and the modern publishing house can 
be arranged. By summer th~ew minister-: 
ial training center op--tlie second floor:: 
will be organized Mid open -for visitors" 
under the direction of the· Rev. Victor W.7; 
Skaggs. The museum ana historical li-,: 

APRIL 13, 1964 

brary, supervised by Miss Evalois St. John, 
helps people to honor the faith and works 
of those who have left valuable writings 
and the proverbial "footprints on the 
sands of time." Facilities lor research are 
available for those who desire them. 

Come to Plainfield. Give it priority 
in your plans. You will find it rewarding 
to visit the church and building in our 
headquarters city. - L.M.M. 

Biblical Hebron to Be Excavated 
Princeton Theological Seminary, the 

University of Southern California, Luther 
Theological Seminary (St. Paul, Minn.), 
Southwestern Baptist Theological semin
ary, and Virginia TheOlogical Seminary 
will be associated in the first archaeolog
ical exredition to· Hebron, the first capital 
city 0 biblical King David. Dr. Philip 
C. Hammond, professor at Princeton Sem
inary, will direct the expedition, which 
will begin its excavation work on July 
15 and continue through Sept. 15. Rep
resenting, Luther Seminary will be Dr. 
Robert H. BQyd, professor of Old Testa
ment, with special interest in the areas of 
language, history, and exegesis. Biblical 
Hebron is the traditional burial place of 
the patriarchs of Israel. The opening of 
the site, never before excavated, marks one 
of the most important archaeological proj
ects ever undertaken in the Holy Land, 
according to Dr. Hammond. Now known 
as EI-Khalil, the ancient city has played 
a strategic role in the history of the area 
from very early' times. Almost certainly 
occupied before the era of the biblical 
patriarchs, Hebron rose to a second per
iod of importance during the seven and 
one-half-year reign of David, and was a 
major holy place in the time of Herod 
the Great. During the reign of Hadrian, 
Hebron became a leading market town, 
and during the time of the,Crusades it was 
an important fortress of the Latin King
dom. Falling to Muslim control, Hebron 
continued to be revered as a major holy 
place of Islam, and the village continued' 
as an important ag~icultural center. In 
addition to the associating institutions, 
support for the expedition will ~ome from 
foundations and other sources. 

-We W .. Reid 
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Young People 
and Moral Courage 

Walter E. Isenhour 

To be h~ghly moral is perhaps the next 
thing to being deeply spiritual. However, 
it is· possible to be highly moral without 
being spiritual; but it is not possible to 
be spiritual without being moral. Both 
should have the leading place in the life 
of every man. To be deeply spiritual, one 
must have great moral courage. The en
emy of one"s life sorely and tremendously 
tempts people along moral lines. If he 
can'break down one's morals he has access 
more easily to the soul, or the inner spir
itual life. 

One must continually guard his morals 
if he would keep his spirituality. Even if 
one is not spiritual he should cherish his 
clean morals as a pearl of priceless value, 
and then seek to reach the higher realm' 
of spirituality. 

To most of us the meaning of morals 
is that of clean living, having a good name 
and citaracter, virtuous, honest, truthful, 
a high state of manhood and womanhood, 
splendid conduct and good. behavior. 

It means more to have moral courage 
than we can express fully in words .... 

It indeed .takes great moral courage 
to withstand the temptations of the devil 
at all times in life, but more particular I y 
in the ~ays of youth when' one's life is in 
the formative and molding period. We 
are conscious that to fail here may mean 
to fail in future years; but to succeed here 
may mean to succeed in future years. 

The morally courageous youth will have 
to go against the downward trend of the 
world. There will be those about him who 
drift with the tide; who fall for the things 
the' devil tempts them with . . . . 

God's grace is sufficient. While the 
devil is powerful, God is all-powerful. 
God wants heroes, not cowards. How
ever, He can take a cowardly youth who. 
will yield himself fully to Him and make 
a moral and spiritual hero out of him. 
Likewise, He can take a youth who is 
fully consecrated to Him and make a 
burning and shining light of him for the, 
world to look upon,' maybe with wonder;:." 
merit. 
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Dear youth, you don't have to yield to 
defeatism. Blot this out of your vocab
ulary. If sometimes you have to stand 
alone to stand right - STAND. If you 
fully trust God remember that He is 
there. Put your faith in Him at all times 
and under all circumstances. 

Let me advise you to breathe an earnest 
prayer in the ever-hearing ears of God. 
He will sustain you. 

Yes, be courageous. Scale the heights 
and ascend to the peaks of noble manhood 
and womanhood, usefulness, success, and 
to the honor and glory of God. It's your 
privilege, therefore use it and save your
self from a million regrets, and let God 
br~n$.to you an eternity of blessedness and 
reJoJcIng. 

ITEMS OF INTEREST 

Baptist Joint CommiHee Urges 
Defeat of "Praye"" Amendment 

The Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs, meeting at Atlantic City, N. J., 
March 5-6, urged defeat of any amend
ment to the U. S. Constitution that would 

. reinstate the reading of prayers or the 
Bible in public schools. 

"Some political leaders may make ap
peals for the establishment of religious 
acts through legalizecl means to arouse 
public sentiment," the Baptist Joint Com
mittee on Public Affairs stated at the close 
of a two-day conference here. "This we 
reg~rd to be in bad taste as a violation 
of the principle of the separation of church 
and state. This is the basic principle of 
the Constitution of the United States that 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof: 

"The committee reaffirms its conviction 
that laws and regulations prescribing 
prayers or devotional exercises do not con
tribute to a free exercise of religion and 
should not be encouraged:· 

Conversely, the committee appeals to 
Baptists everywhere to inform themselves 
regarding the fundamental principles of 
freedom and to help create a social order 
in . which people of all religions or of no 
religion have equal treatment. . 

THE SABBATH RECORDER 

T~e committee represents eight Baptist 
bodIes: the Southern Baptist Convention, 
the .American Baptist Convention,' the . 
Baptist General Conference, the North: 
American Baptist General Conference, the : 
National Baptist Convention of America, c 

the Baptist Federation of Canada, the: 
National B apt i st· Convention of the' 
U. S. A., Inc., and the Seventh Day Bap- : 
tist General Conference. . 

Seventh Day Baptists were. represented 
at this meeting of the committee· by 
Harley D. Bond, executive secretary. 

Alaska Relief Pledged by NCC 
The total resources of the Protestant 

and Orthodox churches have been placed 
at the disposal of the American Red Cross 
for disaster relief in earthquake-stricken 
Alaska by· the National Council of Chureb- . 
es. Airlifts of clothing, blankets and other 
emergency supplies ar~ being planned. 
Churches in hard hit areas will serve as 
shelters and food distribution centers. 
Trained relief workers and volUnteers 
from the churches and their agencies are 
now being recruited on a standby basis. 
The Councirs offer" of aid was accepted 
with gratitude by the Red Cross. Three 
units of the National Council of Churches 
- Church World Service, the Division of 
·Ho~e Missions and the Department of 
Soaal Welfare - will co-ordinate the 
churches" emergency assistance. 

YOUTH NEWS 
MILTON, WIS. - Sixteen young people 
representing the College-Age Youth Fel
lowship of the Milton Seventh Day Baptist 
Chl:ll'ch went to Chicago on March 21 
to conduct a Sabbath. morning worship 
service for members of the Chicago church. 
Me~bers of the group participating were: 
DO!ls Bo~~, ~alena, Ohio; Grace Parragh, 
Chicago; . Steve Saunders, Los Angeles; 
Janc:t Turpin, Englewood, Colo.; Jean 
WhIte, Denver; Gary Hess, Beloit, Wis.; 
Jerry Van Horn, 'Westerly;Brandon Cran
dall, Al Crouch, Bruce Lippincott, Frank 
Neils, Ruth Ann Nelson, Donna Oebs, 
Dale Rood, Judv Van Horn, and Rollie 
Willia~s, Milton. Mr. and Mrs. Leland 
Skaggs went as sponsors. 

-Ruth Ann Nelson. 
youth reporter. . 
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Conference . ~Iegat.. Rem;ndecl 
of west Virginia AHractions . 

By Greta F. Randolph, Publicity Chairman 

General . Conference is a time £o:r re
newal of friends~ps, inspiration, and re
dedication to Christian service. This year 
we would suggest that you deliberately 
plan to make it a time of personal and 
family re-creation through travel. . 

Few places can offer more natural beau
ty than the mountains and valleys of 
West Virginia; the state has 115 moun
tain peaks higher than 4,000 feet. Here 
rise the headwaters of the Potomac and. 
the Ohio. Here also, one will find plant 
life ranging from that found in' the sub
tropics to that found in the sub-artic. Per
sons from all over the world visit the 
tundra found at Dolly Sods in the Eastern 
Mountains ninety miles from Salem.. 

M~st 'perS?DS recogniz~ West Virginia 
as the bltwrunous coal bIn of the ,nation; 
few, ~erhap's realize. that it is one of the 
worlsl's major cheDllcaI centers. The state 
also produces: much of the nation's glass. 
Four of the state~s six leading handmade 
glass plants ate less than a two-hour drive 
from Salem .. 

Not only does West Virginia ofter 
beauty and variety, but within a day's 
drive from Salem are many of the major 
historic and tourist centers of the eastern 
United States: Washington; Williamsburg, 
the restored Colonial Capital of Virginia; 
Jeffersoo·s home at Monticello; and New 
York City. 

Your Conference Travel Committee 
hopes that you will plan your Confereoce 
visit not only for renewal of friendships, 
inspiration, . and rededication, but for re
creation as wJ!ll. Further articles will cov
er places of interest in detail. If you desire 
West Virginia travel information, please 
send your name and address to Mr. 
Harold Bakker, Salem, W. Va. As names 
are ,received, packets will be mailed free 
of charge directly frotJ\ the Tourist Di
vision of the West Virginia State Depart~· 
ment of Commerce. 

"The smoothest running fa..milies are 
those that believe in teen work:" 

~Old Timer 
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NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES 
DA~TONA BEACH. - Thanks to·loyal 
support of members and a host of friends 
from the northern climes, the Daytona 
Beach church scored well on our Con
ference president's suggested church at
tendance emphasis month. We set two . 
new attendance records - 86 on March 
7 and 87 on March 28. It was also the 
first time that attendance for a month had 
averaged in the 80's. 

This is the first March we have had 
services in the Tampa area. All year we 
have been setting records there. We didn't 
have a service there on the 28th so it is 
hard to tell what the ··Easter crowd" 
might . have' been, but attendance the 
Sabbath before, March 21, was 29. Un
doubtedly our good attendance that day 
was due in no small measure to the fact 
that we had a guest preacher, Rev. Leon 
M. Maltby, secretary of the Tract Society 
and editor of the Sabbath· Recorder, who 
-was also· a former pastor of many of our 
South Jersey migratory flock. 

-SDB Sentinel of the Sunshine State. 

HAMMOND, LA. - Pastor C. Fred 
Kirtland feels that there -has been much 
improvement in the work and life of the 
church _. _. a foundation on which another 
pastor can build. He announces. that he 
has--+accepted a call from the Paint Rock, 
Ala., church and will be leaving Hammond 
to take up the new work immediately 
after the Diamond Jubilee observance of 
the church in connection with the South
western Association. The effective date of 
his resignation is June 23. 

~Qd'IU,----
Pircey.-A daughter, Heidi Jean, to Larry and 

Jacki Pircey (the former Jacki Inabnit), of 
Auburn, Washington, on March 1, 1964. 

Crabtree.-Lizzie' Parish (Westmoreland) was 
. born Sept. 26, 1890, and passed away 

-.. at her home Feb. 12, 1964. -
Survivors are her husband James; two daugh

ters, Mrs. J. E. Fielding of Fouke and Mrs. 
Lawson Smith of Dallas, Tex.; a sister, Mrs. 
Dovie Crabtree of Fouke;. six grandchildren 
and three great-grandchildren. 

Miss -Lizzie was a faithful member of the 
Fouke Seventh Day Baptist Church as well as 
a ,member of the Pisgah Baptist Church. 

Funeral services were held at the Pisgah Bap
tist Church with its pastor officiating and 

Pastor Beebe of the Fouke Seventh Day Baptist 
Church assisting. Interment was in the Pisgah 
cemetery. - P.V.~. 

Harris.-Mrs. Elisha (Epsie Jones) was born 
Sept. 27, 1881, and died Feb. 9, 1964. She 
was a lifetime resident of Miller County, 
Ark. 

She has been a member of the Fouke Sev
enth Day Baptist Church since 1913, and was 
a . faithful Sahbathkeeper till her death. In 
recent years, due to illness when she could 
not attend weekly services she still remained a 
faithful witness and was a joy and a thrill to 
all those she visited with. 

She is survived by six sons: Norman, Milton, 
and Wesley of Fouke, and George, Woodrow, 
and Robert of Leesville, La.; two daughters, 
Mrs. Margaret Pruitt and Mrs. Josephine Teer 
of Fouke; three brothers, I. R. Jones and 
J. M. B. Jones, Jr., of Fouke, and C. P. Jones 
of Riverside, Calif.; a sister, Mrs. Ona Davis of 
Henderson, Tex. 

Funeral services were held Feb.- 11 at the 
Assembly of God Church of Fouke. Officiating 
at the service was her pastor, Paul V. Beebe of 
the Fouke Seventh Day Baptist Church, assisted 
by Pastor Carson of the Fouke Assembly of 
God. Interment was in the Jonesville cemetery. 

-P.V.B. 

Van Hom.-Edna Estelle Rood, daughter of 
George B. and Virginia Saxton Rood, was 
born June 28, 1871, at Dakota, Wis., and 
died. March 22, 1964, at Knapp Memorial 
Hospital at Weslaco, Tex. _ 

Before -she was a year -(11d~ her family, with 
others,. emigrated by covered wagpn to establish 
the Seventh Day Baptist colony' 'of' North Loup, 
Neb. Here she was educated,:and in 1892 was 
married to Jay Van Horn. They celebrated 
their 67th wedding anniversary before his death 
in· 1960. 

In 1920, because of his health, Jay and Stella 
Van Horn joined another pioneer movement, 
going with a few other Seventh Day Baptist 
families to the Rio Grande Valley of south
Texas, where they were largely responsible for 
the organization, in 1926, of the Edinburg 
Seventh Day Baptist Church, of which he served 
as deacon and chorister, and she as clerk, for 
many years. Their former farm home, moved 
into town and remodeled, is the present church 
building. . 

Mrs. Van Horn was a loyal Christian, with 
an abiding faith in her Savior, and a deep 
sense of loyalty to her church. She could never 
tolerate· comprofi}.ise between right and wrong. 
. Since Mr. Van Horn's death, being nearly 
blind and deaf, she resided in an old folks' 
home at Weslaco, Texas, where she welcomed 
visits from the church people on Sabbath after
noons. 

She is survived by her youngest son, Everett, 
of Lincoln, Neb.; nine grandchild-ren; a number 
of great-grandchildren; and one sister, Mrs. 
D. N. (Tacy) Inglis of Milton, Wis. Two sons, 
Dale and Ross, preceded her in death. 

Farewell services were conducted at the 
Edinburg church, by her pastor, Clifford A. 
Beebe. Interment was in Valley Memorial 
Gardens, McAllen, Tex:as.-C. A-. B. 
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1Ibou "bait !Jabr no ot!Jrr gob' 
btfort mt. 

II 

ttbou 'bait not malir unto tlJre 
anI' grabrn imagr or anp Ukrnt" 
of anp tbing tbatjtS in btaben ababt 
or tbat itS in tbr eart" IItntatb. or 
tbat i~ in tbr tuater unbrr tbe rartb: 
tbou tSbalt not lIabl lIalDn tbp'tlf to 
tbtm nor .erbr tbem: for J tbt "l:O!b 
tljp 80b am a jralautS 801J •• Qt· 
ing tbe iniquitp of tbe fatb~' upon 
tbe cbilbren unto tlJr tbtrb anll 
faurtb generation of tfttm tIJat "ate 
IRt: anb 'babltn. mrrtp unto d.Jau. 
anb' of tlJem Ibat lobe me anll ktrp 
mp conlmanbaltat •• 

m 
1I1J00 'bait not take tfJr name of 

tbe J.arb tlJp 8.11 in bain: far tbr 
'l.arll tuiU not' "alb lJim guiltk.~ 
tbat taketlj bi' aamt in bRine 

. '. IV 

Btmtmller tbe· " .... atlJ bap to 
Iterp it bolp. ,.,ix bal" ..,aU t"au las 
boutanb 110 aU tbp tuark: taat .d,Jr 
,rbtntlJ ba, i' tbe ,.bbatb of tlJe 
'I.orb tbe .ob: in it tfJou _bait not 
bD anp blark. tbau. nor tbp 'OR; nor 

tbp baugfJtrr. tlJl' man·'rrbant. nor 
tlJp maib·'rrbant. nor tlJp tatttlt. 
nor tlJp "rangrr tbat i~ mitbin tlJp 
gatelS: for in ax bap'tlJe Iatb,mabe 
Ijraben anb urtb. tbt 'ea. anb aU 
tlJat in tlJrm ~ •• anb rr.rll tbt "rb-. 
tntIJ 1Ia,: lubettfarr tlJr Iorb blrl· 
.ell ttlr .. ~batb ba, anb baDobJeb it~ 

v 
Jlonor tfJp (atf)tr anb tlJp motlJrr; 

tbat tlJp 1Iapl map lit long upon ttle 
lanb bJbidJ tlJe ~orb tlJp 8ab gibrt1J 
tbu. 
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