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It is no small thin~ that our S.C.S.C. 
teams have been doinj];-

It is no small thing to change the think­
ing and the emotional life and attitudes, 
and goals. and character of a man. 

It is no small thing to break the bands 
of alcoholism. 

It is no small thin~ to open the win­
dows of an individual soul to behold the 
beauty of God's wonderful universe and 
to breathe the air of truth. 

It is no small thin~ to surround chil­
dren with love; to provide youth _ with 
both a challen~e to their souls and a 
guide to their feet. ,_ 

It is no small thin~ to furnish comfort 
and security as the shadows of life length­
en~ to point to a world where there is no 
sorrow, no pain, no parting. 

) 

It is\~o Jmall thing to be a bulwark 
of faith ro---tnen and women in the midst 
of life's fierce battles. 

It is no small thing to change the center 
of a man's concern from himself to that 
of being for all the world. 

It is no small thing to restore a sense 
of dignity and significance to people who 
have lost it and to equip others against 
the danger of losing it-both inside and 
outside of the organized church. * 

Do you think our S.C. S.C. hasn't done 
all of that? Then you weren't listening 
very closely during the reports they have 
,,;ven for three years. They have done 
all of that and more. 

Young people, this is one of the best 
opportunities in the world to witness and 
teach. It ,,;ves you maturity, too, and 
some of these who have served faithfully 
are ready to move on into the next phase 
of service. We need volunteers, with 
God's" fin~er on them, to fill their places. 
God has not promised that witnessin~ 
will . be easy or always as fruitful as we 
humans feel it should be. But never for­
get that God moves! He moves at His 
own rate and in His own time. but He 
MOVES! and He can continue to move 
throu~ our s.c.s.c. Will you pray about 
it and ask for the Lord's leading? 

Weare lookin~ for Christian "pil­
grims" who will take the pack on their 
backs for the summer of 1967. 
* Adapted-Roy B. Deer, American Baptist Con­
vention. .. 

World Evangelism Congress 
"The World Con~ess on Evangelism 

is an idea whose time has come." So says 
Editor Carl F. H. Henry of Christianity 
Today, the conservative Protestant mag­
azine which is sponsoring the ten-day 
global conclave in Berlin beginning Oc­
tober 26. 

Dr. Henry announced that the flood of 
interest in the Congress required a mora .. 
torium on delegate and observer invita­
tions as of mid-September, six weeks be­
fore the scheduled start of the meeting. 

Henry states that "this is no stage.! 
mana~ed conference. No secret strate~­
has been drawn up for ratification bv th~ 
delegates" no public declarations have 
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been devised in advance.. and there are 
no projections for the last-minute"" plot­
ting of organizational maneuvers. The 
Con~ess will be in the hands of the 
dele~ates. " 

"If indeed the World Con~ess on 
Evangelism is an idea whose time has 
come," he adds, "a flood-tide of spiritual 
and moral power will inundate the waste­
lands of modem life with prospects of 
personal peace and hope, and will lift 
our sinkin.e; civilization to behold anew 
the cammandments and the redemption 
of God." 

A Pastor Resians 
The resignation of the Rev. Don A. 

Sanford as pastor of the Seventh Dav 
Baptist Church of White Cloud, Mich., 
has been accepted effective October 1, 
1966. Pastor Sanford, who has served 
the church for the past seven years, will 
continue in the part-time employment of 
the Board of Christian Education as 
editor-writer of the Helpina Hand" a posi­
tion which he has held for the past 
twelve years. 

Although future plans are indefinite, 
the Sanfords plan to remain through the 
current school vear in White Cloud where 
Mrs. Sanford is employed as a second 
~ade teacher and he will continue with 
other work. 

In announcin~ his resi~ation, Pastor 
Sanford stated that he hoped to be able 
to devote his primary interest -and con­
cern to the writing ministry .-From the 
White Cloud Eagle, Sept. 22, 1966. 

October 10, 1966 
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What a difference in the day it would make if we were more 
fully aware that the piercing eye of Christ is ever probing every 
effort to hide our faults, cleansing as it probes. II All things are 
naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have 
to do" (Heb. 4: 13). 
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Nature Musings 

It IS once again fall. With the coming 
of the autumn season some of us who 
have our roots back in some northern 
village or farm quite naturally develop 
nostalgic feelings for our childhood 
haunts or for a repetition of some of the 
roving experiences of a teen age that is 
now quite a ways back. 

o The first turning of the leaves, the 
ripening of goldenrod, the moistening of 
the ground with the arly fall rains, the 
crisping of the early morning air, the 
realization that our plump-bosomed mi­
gratory birds are fewer in number-these 
and many other things make us wish we 
could get our feet on good black soil and 
observe once more those intriguing se­
crets of plant and animal life of woodland 
and fence ro\v that cannot be found in 
our suburban life or appreciated from a 
speeding car on a far-too-\vide super­
high\vay. 

Is this a religious feeling that struggles 
for emergence at this maturing time of 
year? Some of us like to think that it is 
more than just an imaginary \valk do\vn 
memory's lane. The fact that we have 
such feelings may be due to the religious 
training and nature observation of youth­
ful days. Then again there is a pretty 
close parallel between the short-lived 
beauty of the fall and the mature season 
of life. There is an urgency about making 
the most of life and viewing nature at its 
fleeting best_ The news media tell us just 
which weekend of the season is best for 
the colors tour_The Bible long ago re­
minded us that as Christians we should 
redeem the time, for it says that "the 
days are evil." 

Suppose we cannot get back to the 
boyhood haunts or may not have the 
amount of energy to traverse the hills or 
to. explore streams, woodlands, or climb 
to the treetops for miles around. 'Ve have 
duties that we would not shirk which 
keep us tied to a daily routine. How, 
then, can we appreciate nature if we live 
in a metropolitan area? The probability is 
that there is more of plant and animal 
life close around us than we have been 
observing during the busy summer. Let 
us illustrate. "'" 

Back on the farm. squirrels were to me 
a rarity. They were seen only when one 
went to the woods at some distance from 
the buildings. Their natural enemies and 
hunters' guns (mine too) kept their num­
bers small. Now they are very numerous 
in our densely populated city. They play 
carefree everywhere, burying their acorns 
in our front yard, frisking across our city 
streets, building their leafy homes just 
outside the office windoW in the one tree 
beside the denominational building. Of 
course life is not without its thrills and 
dangers for the squirrels in our city. They 
must watch out for speeding cars; they 
sometimes fall from a high . wire. Then 
there are the city-bred cats that perhaps 
never saw a mouse but have not lost their 
hunting instinct. Just yesterday a black 
cat with a leather. collar was one jump 
behind a squirrel that made it to a utility 
pole. We are not far removed from the 
law of tooth and claw in our residential 
section - or in the downtown section 
w here the larger business swallows the 
smaller. 

We may long for a walk through the 
wild as in the olden days hoping to get 
a glimpse of nocturnal animals. But some 
of these animals have become our neigh­
bors. Racoons may be seen sitting on the 
curb unwrapping a lunch that had been 
remove9 from a tightly covered garbage 
can next door, or settling family quarrels 
in a nearby oak. Coon trees on city streets 
do not exist, but the storm sewer openings 
are everywhere and .iust the right size for 
security-with no effort_ 

As for the birds, a row of evergreens 
in the back yard makes a haven of rest 
for more varieties than one would! normal­
ly see each day around the nortnern farm 
home. ~"uch can be seen of bird and 
animal life even in the short distance be­
tween home and office. To my surprise 
and pleasure as I rounded the ·comer of 
two main streets where one might be 
looking at churches or feeling sorry for 
the cliff dwellers in the high-rise apart­
ments I spied a single, late blooming, 
grass-hidden dandelion next to the curb. 
There fluttered down a wobbly-winged 
butterfly to sip the nectar from its golden 
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MEMORY TEXT 
And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask 

in prayer, believing, ye shall receive. 
Matt. 21: 22. 
~. 

head in the early morning sunlight. How 
did it get there? God knows_ 

The trees that line our streets tell 
strange stories of God's creative mysteries_ 
In the spring when most of the maples 
budded, blossomed, and scattered their 
two-winged or single-winged seeds on 
lawns and pavement some held back to 
observe the fall season with the nut­
bearing trees. Thus in one block the black 
pavement is covered with smaller than 
normal maple seeds. In the next block 
the pyramid-shaped nuts from an over­
hanging beech tree are crushed from their 
little brown burs by the passing cars_ As 
for getting one's feet on some rich black 
soil. that is possible, too, if you have a 
hidden comer in your back yard where 
you can make a compost pile of leaves 
and grass_ When opened it can give you 
a feeling that you have helped nature 
produce a mound of rich, loose dirt like 
that from a forest floor. You can spread 
it out, walk on it and call it your own. 
God is wonderful! Life can be beautiful! 

Why They Change Denominations 

It is easier to uncover statistics on the 
number of people who cham?;e deno~ina­
tions than to discover why they chan~e. 

In a recent survey conducted by Dr. 
Ross P. Scherer, formerly of the National 
Council of Churches and now on the staff 
of Loyola University, it is shown that 25 
percent of the clergy of the fifteen Prot- . 
estant denominations studied had pre­
viously belon~ed to some other denomi­
nation. These denominations were con­
sidered to be a fair sampling of all (four 
were outside NCC membership). It would 
be safe to con¢lude that the percenta~e 
of chan~e is fait-Iy accurate. 

The above-mentioned survey did not 
try to discover the percentage of laymen 
who have changed denominations; other 
surveys have done that. They have s·hown 
that more than one-third of American 
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church people have chanj!;ed denomiIia­
tional ties at least once. One such report 
veptured the opinion that 'the motivation 
in many cases was more likely conven­
ience than conviction. This seldom fits 
the person who co~ from another :re­
ligious body into the Seventh Day Baptist 
church. It probably fits the majority of 
those who leave us. There has to be con­
siderable conviction to overcome the in­
convenience of keeping a different day 
and belonging to a minority group. 

Why is the percentaj!;e of clerj!;VIllen 
chancing affiliations less than that of lav­
men? Who knows for sure? Perhaps it is 
no more than the fact that it is much 
harder to change. Convenience is on the 
side of remaining with what may well be 
called, in the preachers' case. the parent 
bodv. The matter of pensions enters into 
it. On the other hand, the well-read min­
ister knows ,the underlying principles and 
the theological concepts that mark the 
differences between some denominations. 
By ,the time he becomes a minister he 
should know where he stands and why; 
he has' developed convictions that can be 
overthrown only when further study of 
the Scriptures gives him. new convictions. 
, What is the conclusion of this matter? 
All of us should feel free to change if a 
study reveals that there is no real differ­
ence and we can serve better in some 
other church. If, p'owever, we have a 
choice between following the revealed 
will of God or teachings contrary to the 
example of Christ and apostles whom He 
taught our procedure should not be in 
doubt. We .must turn away from the 
chrirch that seems not to be in harmony 
with the law of God and remain faithful 
to the one that leads us in paths of self­
denial and loving obedience. Well nur­
turedconviction brings' peace. Conviction 
rather than convenience must guide us. 

One hardly expects ordinary groups to 
reject the government good so universally 
Slvailable. But the churches ought to be 
different. There should be in them that 
which refuses to be bought or bribed. 
Where others quickly succumb they 
should hold firm. 

C. Stanley Lowell, Editor, 
Church & State, Washington, D. C. 
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GENERAL CONFERENCE OFFICE 

"Facing Frontiers" With Faith" 
Alton L. Wheeler, general secretary , 

During the next five years, Seventh 
Day Baptists of our country are chal­
lenged to accelerate their spiritual pace 
and to revitalize their witness in the name 
of Christ by "Facing Frontiers with 
Faith." On August 18 the Planning Com­
mittee, through the aid of projected slides, 
outlined at a General Conference session 
at Redlands, Calif., the" strategic signi­
ficance of this five-year program of ad­
vanqe extending through 1971. 

With the passing of those years, effort 
\vill be dedicated toward strengthening 
and .' revitalizing our Christian witness. 

Year I (1966-67) the emphasis will be 
on Individuals; 

Year II (1967-68) on Churches and 
Associations; 

. Year III (1968-69) on General Con-
ference, Boards and Agencies; 

Year IV (1969-70) on Support of Mis­
sions at Home and Abroad; 

Year V (1970-71) on the Witness of 
Seventh Day Baptists Around the World. 

Program packets were sent to churches 
in June. If additional sets are desired, 
please direct requests to the Office of 
General Conference, 510 Watchung Ave­
nue, Plainfield, N. J. 07061. 
Year I-Fourfold Appeal to Individuals 

Year I began October 1, 1966, and 
will continue through September 30, 
1967. Four areas of stress will include: 
(1) Personal Evangelism, (2) Tithing, (3) 
Bible Reading, and (4) Sabbath Study 
and Observance. 

Personal, Evangelism 
When Jesus said to His disciples~ "Go 

ye into all the world and preach the 
gospel ... " He implied that He intended 
for that assignment to continue until the 
Good News shall be shared with the en-

,tire world. Christians should witness for 
Christ throughout each' year; however, it 
has' been suggested this year that special 
effort be made during the fall and spring 
of the current year. Rev. Leon Lawton as 
Director of Evangelism has set forth sev­
eral suggestions regarding improving one's 
effectiveness in witnessing. He stands 
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ready to give assistance wherever pos­
sible, helping to train in a number of 
parishes. His address is Brookfield, New 
York. 

Tithin2 
November 5 has been designated as 

"Stewardship Sabbath." This year every 
church is urged to ,join in forming a na­
tion-wide frontier teaching and encour­
aging tithing. Due to a number of ad­
verse circumstances, the tithinJ!; materials 
have been delayed in being mailed. Only 
recently, the Rev. S. Kenneth Davis of 
Westerly, R. I., as a member of Commis­
sion, was named as stewardship chair­
man. Materials will he mailed to the 
church clerks, stewardship chairmen, or 
treasurers, and pastors on October 6. 
Several excel1ent tracts on tithing are in­
cluded, and churches are urQ:ed to order 
generous supolies for di~tribution "'to the 
members of their fellowshios. The propo­
sition set forth in Malachi 3: 10 merits 
oraverful and oersonal internretation and 
involvement. Paul wonld add the remind­
er that UIt is reonired in stewards that a 
man be found faithful." (1 Cor. 4: 2). 

Tract Board Progress 
The Board of T!Llstees of the American 

Sabbath Tract Societv plus a fe\v visitors 
gathered in the spacious Board Room of 
the Seventh Dav Baptist Building on 
Sundav Clfternoon, Seotember 18, for an 
important and lenm:hv auarterlv meet­
ing, for a brief annual meeting of the 
Societv. and for an on!anizational meet­
ing of the newlv elected board. The storv 
of what \vas done then and since that 
time in relation to the ch~nqe-over from 
commercial and denominational nrinting 
to strictlv denominational pubJic;:hing was 
told in the October 3 issue. Much ,vas 
done also in other matters at the fan 
meeting. 

The election of trustees resulted in 
the addition of auite a few new members 
~s follo\vs: John Conrod. Phil~delnhia· 
John L. Harris. Shiloh: navid T. Sheo~ 
nard. Cedarville; Ethel M. Wheeler, and 
Wavne C. Maxson. Plainfield. Total mem­
bershio of the board is thirtv. In addition. 
the following consultant members were 
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named and given responsibility on stand­
ing committees: Frederik Bakker, Court­
land Davis, Mrs. Charles Whitford, Ev­
erett Harris, Sr., Loren Osborn, Alton 
Wheeler, and Rex Zwiebel. 

There was a change in some of the 
officers. The new president is Charles H. 
North, who has been treasurer for many 
years. The treasurer is Ethel M. Wheeler, 
with John Conrad as assistant. At the 
organization meeting the president ap­
pointed the standing committees. C. Har­
mon Dickinson replaces L. H. North as 
chairman of the Advisorv Committee. 
Victor W. Skaggs heads the Supervisory 
Committee in place of Wil1iam Arm­
strong. Everett Dickinson takes chairman­
ship of the Distribution of Literature 
Committee in the place, of Charles Bond. 
There were also numerous other chan~es 
in the personnel of the eleven committees. 

At the regular board meetinQ action 
\vas taken to authorize the uc;:e of invested 
funds to straighten uo publishing house 
accounts and to canitalize the ne\v orint­
ing service. Upon the recommendation of 
the Publications Committee it was voted 
to contribute $200 from budgeted funds 
to the Burma Conference for the printing 
of additional Seventh Dav Bantist litera­
ture in the Lushai langua~e. Other com­
nlittees reported a good level of work 
accomplished during the quarter. 

The secretary-editor noted that Gen­
eral Conference had aonroved an ade­
quate budget for the Sabbath Recorder 
and the total amount requested at our 
J ulv meeting for the general work of the 
board from O\VM. He expressed hooe 
that the Sabbath Recorder could in the 
near future return to its normal size of 
sixteen pages every week. 

V eilin~ the Great Commission 
Dr. Carl F. H. Henry says that" far­

sil!hted leaders who think one denomina­
tion can evangelize the world need ecu­
menical lenses. He warns, however, a­
gainst an "ecumenical Christianity pro­
moting mergers and social revolution 
while it veils the Great Commission." 
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WOMEN'S WORK-Mrs. Lawrence W. Marsden 

Helen Shaw Thorngate 
Robe of Achievement Recipient 

Helen, the second of the four dau~hters 
of Geor~e. and Nellie Burdick Shaw, was 
born when her father was pastor of the 
Seventh Day Baptist Church at Nile~ 
N. Y. His pastorates took his family to 
live at Plainfield, N. I.; Yonkers, N. Y.; 
North Loup~ Neb.; Ashaway, R. I.; and 
Salem, W. Va.-so Helen was a much­
traveled person. "But this was only the 
beginning. , . 

She was graduated from Milton Col­
lege in 1920, and that summer was married 
to a voung medical ~tudent and veteraTl of 
World War I .. George Thorn~ate. The 
ceremony in the Milton Seventh Day 
Baptist Church was pedormed by her 
father, assisted by his father, the Rev. 
Charles Thorn~ate. Their honevmoon was 
a canoe trip on Rock River. Their first 
home was in Madison, Wise., where 
"Thorn" was attending medical school. 

The fall of 1924 finds Helen and Thorn 
. with their first son.. Georll;e IV, called 

"Briar" because he was a little Thorn, 
setting out for the China Mission field as 
medical missionaries. Thev traveled with 
the H. Eu~ene Davis family and visited 
at the home of the farthest west (John­
son) couSins on their way to the Pacific. 

The nen 26 years were busy ones on 
the China Nfission field. Dr. Thorngate 
worked with Doctors Crandall and Palm­
borg at the hospital at Liu-ho, and after 
special study in America, as a chest sur­
geon in a clinic in Shanghai. He looked 

. after the mission business in later years, 
as well as takiri~' care of the mission 
family and church 'members. As a chanll;e 
from professional work, he and Helen 
belonged to a short-stoTY writing club in 
Shanghai which published collections of 
the members' works. 

In China three more sons were born to 
the, Thorngates - David.. Stephen, and 
Philip. Mabel West, \vho knew her well, 
says that Helen was a great addition to 
the China Mission family. Her friendli­
ness, wisdom, and sense of humor were 
greatly appreciated. She accepted the 
Chinese on equal terms, learned their 
ways, enioyed their food and entertain­
ments. In bringing up· her boys she was 
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an example to the Chinese of a ~ood 
mother. She sent the boys to Chinese 
schools in Liu-ho before cominll; to 
Shanghai to live. She was a loyal worker 
in church and hospital. She was generous 
of her time and money .. always thinkin~ 
of thin!!s to do for the pleasure of others. 
She helped make a home for the women 
doctors Crandall and Pa]mborg who were 
so busy that her good noon meals were 
most helnful. She was an excellent mis­
sionarv in soirit, example. adaptability 
an d co-operativeness. 

During: these vears there were many 
trips back and forth across the ocean. 
seoarations of the familv due to illness. 
educational needs. and the DoHtical for­
tnnes of China as first the Japanese and 
then the Communists took over the coun­
trv. The hardest seoaration was in t 940 
when Helen and the bovs came home to 
America leaving the father to face the 
uncertainties of the Japanese occuoation 
of China. He spent nearly 8 months of 
1 943 in a I aoanese concentration camo. 
At last he was repatriated on the ship 
Gripsholm with the Davises in 1943. 

During the vears of World War II the 
father and sons. who were all pursuing 
medical educations. were of 2Teat service 
to the United States armed forces. After 
the war the Thoml!ates returned to China 
in t 947. Helen did not think she could 
teach~ but was willinj;!; to try. She helped 
care for Mabel West when she broke her 
hip; and took over Mabel's classes when 
she came home in December 1949. Helen 
was loved by her students. and admired 
bv the Chinese and foreign communities 
as well. 

Aeain the ThomJ!ates were forced out 
of China, this time by the Communists. 
Through all. Helen's unique aualities of 
mind and spirit kept her family a close 
unit even when separated. 

In 1950 when it seemed the Thomll;ate 
family might settle down somewhere in 
their homeland.,. the United States govern­
ment sent Thorn to Saigon on a medical 
mission, and Helen followed him for an­
other period of overseas service. 

Home all;ain, the serious illness of a 
younj;!;er sister and the needs of aging 

(Continued on page 15) 
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A story of Christian opportunity, of dedicated lives, of commiHed 
members of the Missionary Society, and a people1s heart-
warming response to need told on these pages 
by those closest to the events 
as they are happening. 

A VENTURE IN FAITH IN MALAWI 
Rev. EvereH T. Harris, 

Secretary of the Missionary Society 

Sometimes it is well to look back over 
the way we have come in order to ap­
preciate better \vhere we now stand and 
what 5>hould be the way ahead. 

It was in 1954 
that the Rev. and 
Mrs. David Pear­
son first began mis­
sionary service in 
Nyasaland/Malawi. 
Pastor Pe a rs on 
served as superin­
tendent of that mis­
sion field for t\\lO· 

five-year terms. He 
expressed the desire 
to be released fol­
lo\ving his second 
term of service and 
on April 24, 1964, 
the Mis s ion a r y 
Board took the fol­
lowing action: "The 
secretary of the 
Missionary Board 
is authorized to re­
cruit a properly 
qualified person to go to Nyasaland after 
Superintendent Pearson's departure, to 
serve as a teacher for pastoral counseling 
and training. Such person ,vill be expected 
to set up a continuous program for training 
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and recruitment for pastors and church 
leaders." This is a logical and important 
step in the continuing indigenization of 
our work in Nyasaland/Malawi. 

Months were spent in prayer. in con­
sultation, and in correspondence to find 
the right person for this position. Calls 
were issued to qualified leaders in our 

denomination but 
without success. 
Pearsons 

~
econsider 

'--Then it came 
time for the Pear­
sons to return to 
this country on fur-
lough. Again after 
much prayer and 
deliberation. and 
counseling it was 
decided to request 
1\1r. Pearson to re­
consider his deci­
sion to discontinue 
service in Malawi. 
At a specially called 
meeting of the Mis­
sionary Board held 
June 19, 1965, with 
almost 100 % of the 

~ b03rd m em bers 
present, the following resolution was 
voted: "In vie\v of the two terms of 
sacrificial service given by Rev. Da vid 
Pearson and his wife in the employ of 
the Missionary Board in Malawi, Africa. 
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and because of the great value his ex-with certain modifications. He asked that 
perience and maturing judgment have in the work ~ch he would do place an 
this work; emphasis on evangelism as well as Chris-

"Be it resolved that we express our tian education. A iob analysis was drawn 
deepest appreciation to him, to Mrs. up setting guidelines for his services. 
Pearson and to the children for their con- Among the tasks ,vhich will challenge his 
tribution to the spread of the gospel mes- talents and ability are the follo\ving: 
sage and the Seventh Day Baptist wit- Assist in the selection of ministerial 
ness: candidates; Prepare and teach courses of 

"And be it further resolved that we study in the traditional denominational 
reaffirm to him and his family a call to snbiects; Establish and maintain a small 
a third term of service with the Central library; Supervise the field work assign-

. Africa Conference, Malawi, through the ments, and accompany the students to 
Makapwa Mission and in the capacitv of outlying areas; Plan for and aid in the 
Director of Christian Education and Min- teaching of annual refresher courses for 
isterial Training, or such other area of the pastor and preachers; Periodic church 
service as mav be mutually agreed upon visitation encouraging evangelistic type 
by the Missionarv Board and the Execu- meetings; Annual visits to churches of 
tive Committee of the Central Africa Con- Northern Region of country and biannual 
ference." visits to churches of Central Area; Serv-
Challenge Accepted ice as advisor to the churches. working 

After several months of consideration to\vard better organization and greater 
Pastor Pearson finally accepted this call, efficiency. 

HOME - HEADQUARTERS PLANNED 
(Dr. Vidor H. Burdick, M.D., medical chief of staff, Makapwa) 

Problem Presented 

Seventh Day Baptists have been faced 
with the need for obtaining a house in 
the Blantvre-Limbe area of Malawi for 
Rev. David 'Pearson and family, whose 
appointment to the position of Director 
of Christian Education and EvanQ:elism 
of the Central Africa Conference will take 
effert as of his return to Malawi in July 
1967. It is not a simole thing to find a 
hOl1se suitable either to rent or to buv, 
in the Rlantvre-Limbe area for these rea­
sons: (1) The· Malawi Government is 
rapidlv buving up manv of the existinl! 
houses for expatriate civil servants; (2) 
Other houses are taken up by incoming 
residents emploved by an expandin1! num­
ber of ne\v businesses; and (3) House 
owners, sensing this increasing demand, 
are raising their rents and selling prices. 

Although it would be somewhat more 
economical to build than to buy, the 
building codes are very strict, profe\sion­
als would be required for the work, plans 
must be drafted by an architect, and ap-
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proved by the Town Planning Board. a 
lot must be ourchased and this onlv with . 
the permission of President Banda. Final-
lv, the owner-to-be \vould have to rent 
another house temnorarilv whi1e he di­
rected the bni1ding of the new house. 
Sol1ltion Cited 

Friends in Blantyre who informed Dr. 
Burdick of these situations regarding 
housing in the area, advised him to ap­
proach Mr. Eric Bright of. the Malawi 
Development Corporation, askinl! about 
the houses that this corporation is building 
for sale or rent. This he did. and Mr. 
Bright seemed very sympathetic with our 
needs as a mission enterprise. and has 
supported our request for information. 
He outlined the corporation's method of 
conducting business, and gave Dr. Bur­
dick information about houses available. 
Dr. Burdick concluded that the rents and 
selling prices of this corporation are much 
more reasonable than those \vhich indi­
vidual owners are charging. Since the 
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corporation deals with prospective buyers 
and renters on a first come, first served 
basis, one must begin negotiations with 
them far in advance of oc~upancy-gen­
erallv even before the houses are built. 
With this information Dr. Burdick has 
advised that we deal through this corpo­
ration as soon as possible. 

The DeveloDment CorDoration com­
nleted bllildinQ 50 ne\v house~ earlv in· 
19(;5. all of them nCl\V t;lken. Thev have 
no'''' started Bnother 36 hou~es, TT'~nv of 
whir.h Bre Blreadv re~erv~d. A lthnll o h 
the corporation does build hou~e~ for 
renting, buvers alwavs have prioritv and 
a renter could lose his hOl1se to a buver. 
Also. at the present time the corporation 
is ~hort of funds, and are building houses 
onlv for buyers-

The advantage of buying over renting 
is chiefly economical. Rent at the going 
rates would in 9-10 vears pav for the 
house. With Dresent expansion in Mala\vi 
the value of hOllses is Qoing Ur' so that, 
if it was necessarv to sell after some vears, 
one might expect to recover close to the 
purchase nrice. if not more. 

The Development Corporation will 
build accordinf! to the one of their nine 
architectural olans \vhich the buver 
chooses. The hou~es thev bui1d varY in 
sel1incy orice from $13.0nO (hvo-bedroom) 
to $30.000 or more. The one reg:arded 
as most suitable for the Pear~ons is a 
three-bedroom house at $20000. One 
"bedroom" would be used for office. 
library, and possibly committee room and 
class room. Water. sanitation, liQ:hts. etc., 
would, of course~ be available. The kitch­
en is equioped \\,ith an electric range. It 
may be possible to have this house built 
on a site within one mile of the Likabula 
Bible Institute, and, if not, then within 
three miles. 

Time Table 
Once the corporation gets our instruc­

tions for which type of house we want 
and choices of site, and our guarantees 
that are required, they will begin building. 
The house should be completed in about 
six months. Payment, in cash, is required 
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in thirds-one third when foundation is 
laid. one third when roof is on, one third 
at final completion. The house should be 
completed in six months after ~tarting. 
In order to make the payments as re­
quired, in cash, we will have to supple­
ment what we can pay~ with money ob­
tained on loan (from sources in U. S. A. 
or from a building loan society in Blan­
tyre, the New Building Society). 

Commission, 
Conference Enthusiastic 

Rev. S.Kenne~h Davis. 
Commission member 

Catching the vision presented by the 
Missionarv Societv for realization of a 
theolo2:ical school for our pastors in Mala­
wi. the Commission voted unanimously 
not onlv to approve the soecial aPDeal for 
$5.000 reQuested bv the Missionarv Soci­
etv for a down-Davrnent on a home and 
he~douarters in Blantvre. but to ask the 
Missionarv Society to double ite;; anoeal 
therebv decreasing interee;;t rates. assured 
that Seventh Dav Raptists. when nre­
sented with the ch€ll1en o e, \vill want to 
subscribe at least that much in <::Decial 
Dv~r-and-~b()ve Q"ifts. 

The Conference shared the s~me en­
thusia~m as a renort was brou~ht back 
to the floor from the Conference Commit­
tee of Forei~ i\.1ission Interest, anorov­
inQ: both the reauest of the Mi<;:,lonarv 
Societv and the recommendation of Com­
mISSIon. 

Missionary Board Action 
At a special meeting of the Missionary 

Board September 18, 1966, the following 
recommendation of the Executive Com­
mittee was approved: 

"That the corresponding secretary be 
instructed to proceed with appropriate 
action on a special app~al for funds in 
the amount of $10,000 to be used as a 
down payment on property in Blantyre, 
Malawi; 

"That the treasurer be authorized to 
initiate negotiations to finance the pur-
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chase of such property at a price not to 
exceed $20.000 and with the Malawi De­
velopment Corporation looking towards 
the purchase of suitable property." 

Conference Recommendation 

We recommend that the Missionary 
Board be empowered to make a special 
request for a $10,000 down payment on 
property in "Blantyre as a headquarters 
and home for our director of Christian 
education and· evangelism. 

Faith and Works 
Convipced that the best way of dem­

onstrating faith is in one's works, mem­
bers of the Board of Directors of the Mis­
sionary Society are'" pledging toward the 
home in Blantyre. One pledge for $100 
has beeI;l received. Ninety-nine more such 
pledges would !Jut us over the top on 
our appeal while countless ~mal1er gifts 
will mean that much less in interest pay­
ments. 

Bricks for Sale 
Verv soon your local church will have 

paper "bricks renresentine: the bricks with 
which our new B1antvre headquarters will 
be built. "Bricks" will sell for iust $1 so 
that boys and girls as well can have a part 
in witness. Ask your pastor about them. 
Help build a "wall" of the new building 
in your own Sabbath School. 

Pearson in Intensive 
Training rrogram 

A veteran of ten years' experience in 
the field in Malavli, the Rev. David Pear­
son is probably the most experienced 
Seventh Day Baptist for serving in this 
newly independent country. Yet far from 
being satisfied with his present knowledge 
he is spending a year in intensive training 
to better serve the needs of his adopted 
people. 

Mr. Pearson is enrolled at Eastern Bap­
tist Seminary in Philadelphia where he 
will pursue such exciting studies as the 
development of Christianity from the 
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Apostolic Age to the Reformation with 
emphasis on the personalities and signi­
ficant influences \vhich have helped to 
shape the life ane thought of the church. 
Coupled with this he is studying the 
Christian mission in the world of today 
and its approach and attitude toward the 
non-Christian world. 

Other courses deal \vith theory and 
application of the teaching-learning pro­
cess, organization and administration of 
churches, biblical studies, and an analvti­
cal study of culture of man. 

Because You Want to Know 

Question: What arc the projected 
plans for raising this amount? 
Answer: (1) A "Minute Man" ap­
peal is being launched to raise 
$5,000, needed at once for a deposit 
or do\vn payment on the property. 

(2) Red cardboard "bricks" are 
being printed for distribution amon~ 
the churches at $1.00 per brick. It 
is hoped that 10.000 bricks mav be 
sold. Churches will be encouraQed to 
"build a wall" of Blantvre House. 

(3) The four center pages of this 
issue of the Sabbath Recorder will 
be printed in extra copies which may 
be mailed to a list of "related -Sev­
enth Day Baptists" \vho are not sup­
porting the local church or denomi­
national budget to the full extent of 
their ability or resources. 

(4) Consideration is being Qiven 
to securing a loan from the }\'1alawi 
Building Society of Blantvre which 
would make it possible to spread the 
payment of anv remaining amount 
over several years. 
Question: To whom should funds be 
sent? 
Answer: Funds may be sent directly 
to the Missionary Board office at 
403 Washington Trust Building, 
Westerly, R. I., or may be sent 
through church. and denominational 
treasurers. (This appeal has been ap­
proved by action of General Confer­
ence.) 

THE SABBATH RECORDER 

... 

to-

Plans For A Ministerial Training 'Program In Malawi 
(An address delivered by Rev. David Pearson on Sabbath afternoon, August 20, 1966, 

during Conference at Redlands, California.) 

There is a stewardship of preaching. 
The Apostle Paul felt this stewardship 
and expressed it in the words, ~~Woe is 
unto me if I preach not the gospeL" 

Along with this sense of compulsion 
to speak for Christ there is the kindred 
stewardship of preparing men to preach. 
This is a top priority matter, both in our 
home country and abroad. 

Applying this matter to my own plans~ 
it is my intention, at the request of our 
Missionary Society, to return to Malawi. 
Africa, possibly in July 1967. Plans call 
for residence to be in Blantyre. a city 
located about 40 miles north\vest of Ma 
kapwa Station. 
Prooram Oodined 

Actually the situation proposed for 
Blantyre is some\vhat parallel to the work 
being done by Dean Victor Skaggs at 
our Center for Ministerial TraininQ in 
Plainfield, New Jersey. However, it is 
not our purpose to attempt to conduct 
a Ministerial Training School but rather 
to co-ooerate unofficiallv with the Liku­
bula Bible Institute. led bv P eVe Robert 
Barr who has \vorked in Nvasaland /­
Malawi as an interdenominational mis­
sionarv for approximately 30 vear". 

It is felt that Mrs. Pearson. Pastor 
Otrain MaDan, and possibly others may 
help in our O\VD ministerial train ing: pro­
gram. My work in the interests of pastoral 
training represent~ about half of my total 
work. The rest of my time win be spent 
in visiting churches and assisting the 
pastors in various \vays. 

Staff Considered 
Should we find that co-operation with 

Likubula leaves much to be desired, we 
may find it necessary to' conduct our own 
ministerial trainin~ school. somewhat 
along the lines of what we have done at 
Makapwa in past years. If so, Mrs. Pear­
son could teach in the area of Christian 
education and possibly Bible. Pastor 
Manan could assist and I could take 
what was left, in the fields of homiletics, 
theology, and denominational subjects. 
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Dr. Victor Burdick has assisted con': 
siderably and together with his fe110w 
missionaries has conducted a training 
school during our furloUQh absence in 
1959-60. He might be willing and able 
tOt serve again as a special lecturer, 
making his lectures coincide with his 
town purchasing trips from Makapwa 
Station. 
Selecting Students 

Shortage of students is no problem in 
Malawi as it is in this countrY. But 
though it is relatively easy to enlist min­
isterial students, it is not so easv to get 
the right ones. Especially is this true 
\vhen work is short~ Some may look up­
on the ministry as merely a lob. But we 
want men that are called of God. It is 
a p-Jorious calling. 

We have heard talk of the shortaQe of 
ministers being caused bv underpavrnent. 
Sometimes it seems that the minister 
ought to pay for the privilege of preach­
ing. There is a thrill to standin~ before 
people with God's messa,ge, nreaching 
"as ~ dvin~ man to dving men." 

Ministerial education at Blantvre, or 
\vherever. must be more than mere aca­
demic studv. The heart must be prepared 
as well as the mind. So manv are turned 
out of school academically fit but void 
of the Spirit and power of God. May God 
save us from such as this. 

God being with me. God helping me­
as 10nQ as I have to do with our trainin{! 
program in Blantyre, I vnsh to help cre­
ate and maintain an evangelistic spirit in 
our educational program. 
Commendation and Rei"vard 

Before closing, I want to thank the 
ladies of the Women's Board for their 
efforts to secure a car for use in Blantyre. 
May God bless these efforts. 

In all our foreign endeavors, and work 
here at home too, let us keep in mind the 
\vords of the missionary hymn, "And all 
thou spendest, Jesus will repay." Of this 
fact I have no doubts. May Jesus Christ 
be praised. 
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Training Leaders for Malavvi 
(Loren G. Osborn, President 
S.D.B. Missionary Society.) 

The dream of every mission effort is 
to make its field self-sufficient as soon 
as possible. This dream takes one step 
closer toward reality with the planned 
return of the Rev. David Pearson to 
Malawi as the Director of Christian 
Education and Evangelism for the Cen­
tral Africa Seventh Day Baptist Confer-
ence. 

Several fascinating aspects of this new 
phase of Seventh Day Baptist work in 
Africa become evident when the project is 
examined. First, and probably of most 
importance, it exhibits a desire on the 
part of the African people themselves to 
take the initiative in carrying on their 
work, because this plan was conceived and 
in part financed by them. It provides 
professional direction in an area that 
will undoubtedly pay th egreatest divi­
dends. in souls won and churches formed 
because the emphasis will be not only on 
training of leaders, but on outreach. 

Second, and also important in the over­
all aim, is the fact that this outreach will 
focus in great part on the citv dwellers. 
Africa is no less affected by industrializa­
tion and urbanization than is the rest of 
the world, so this decision on the part of 
the Malawi leaders is in step with the 
times. 

Third, the emphasis in teaching at this 
level will be on leaders rather than gen­
eral education. With the Malawi govern­
ment's becoming more efficient and capa­
ble, schools and other services will be 
taken over, leaving the field for evangel­
ism and pastoral work more open. Here is 
the area in which trained leaders are 
most urgently needed by the Malawi 
Seventh Day Baptists, and this is the 
area in which United States Seventh Day 
Baptists, thrO'Ugh the continuing program. 
of their Missionary Society, is now staffed 
to aid them. 

Dacid Pearson is at present taking ad­
vanced studies in education subiects so 
that he will be better able to direct the 
efforts of. the Malawian ministerial stu-
dents and assist the churches in their 
lay training programs. 
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In making this move from the "mis­
sion" concept to the contemporary em­
phasis of overseas ministries, a drastic 
change in plans ,and facilities is required. 
The personnel are available, both for 
teaching and learning; the need is clear 
and the method to follow is evident. An 
urban headquarters, conveniently located 
for students, leader. and outreach pro-
1ects is now the problem. 

Your financial assistance and prayer­
ful support are urgently needed so that 
this new phase of Seventh Day Baptist 
overseas ministry can be carried on 
without delay. 

ITEMS OF INTEREST 
Big Money for Missions 

Total contributions to world missions 
during 1966 throu~h the Southern Bap­
tist Convention reached the $33.8 million 
mark in August, a monthly financial 
statement from the SBC Executive Com­
mittee has disclosed. 

Contributions thus far in 1966 have 
exceeded ~ifts to missions for the same 
period of 1965 by nearly $3 million, the 
financial summary reported. 

Durin~ the month of August alone, 
a total of $1,978,207 was given through 
the Cooperative budget, and an additional 
$262,606 to designated mission causes. 

Bi~~est amounts of the missions Jtifts, 
both designated and undesignated, ~o to 
the SBC Foreign Mission Board, Rich­
mond, to support SBC foreign missions 
efforts around the world. So far during 
1966, a total of $21.4 million has been 
given to SBC foreign missions. 

Adventist Giving Is Up 
Statistical reports from world head­

quarters in Washington, D. C., show that 
Adventist per capita giving in the U. S. 
stood at $310.35 for 1965-a $30 per 
member jump over 1964. The 1965 
figures with 350,000 U. S. members and 
1.5 million members worldwide, in the 
lead in per member giving among U. S. 
churches above 100,000 members. 

Total funds received by the Adventist 
church in tithe, missions offerings, and 
home and local offerings in the United 
States amounted to $109,319,981.36. 

THE SABBATH RECORDER 

.. ~. 

Church World Service 
Increases Aid to Malawi 

Malawi is now to receive a greater share 
of CWS aid, partly because aid to Nigeria has 
been discontinued (see item on p. 4 of Sept. 19 
issue), and partly because the need is greater 
in Malawi than in some other countries. The 
following article is of particular inter.est to 
Seventh Day Baptists because of our wide­
spread churches in that country. 

The Christian Council of Malawi has 
now asked Church World Service to 
serve as a~ent for a national development 
program within its country which almost 
sta~ers the imagination. 

Malawi, formerly known as N yasaland, 
achieved its independence from Great 
Britain two years ago. It became a repub­
lic this past July 6. It is a small (50 by 
500 miles) land-locked country in south­
east Africa with few natural resources. 
Its population is 5 million. Its annual per 
capita income is less than $40. It faces 
immediate famine but it must double its 
agricultural output if needs caused by 
increasin~ population and lessening for­
eign (British) subsidies are to be met. 

There is no church-state problem in 
Malawi. Half of the population is Chris­
tian. Its president, Dr. Hastin~s Kamuzu 
Banda, is a physician and a Presbyterian. 
The Christian Council of Malawi is stron~ 
and maintains good relations with the 
government; its development plan has the 
approval of the ~overnment and fits in 
with the economic goals of that govern­
ment. 

Initially, the Malawi Plan has three 
aspects. Development of water resources 
has top priority. The first "bore holes" 
for deep wells, based upon a completed 
government survey, will be dug this year. 

While rainfall in Malawi varies from 
30 to 80 inches each year, the terrain is 
such that there is quick run-off and little 
water storage. However, most of the 
country is underlaid with a good strata 
of pure, fresh water that would provide. 
in many areas, all of the water needed 
for safe drinking and irrigation. 

The Malawi ~ovemment has well-drill­
ing equipment which it has been unable 
to use due to lack of funds. It will lend 
th~ equipment to Church World Service, 
which will employ the technicians to op­
erate it. 
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Tom Colvin, general secretary of the 
Malawi Christian Council, is understand­
ably excited about the well scheme. He 
says it will aid in "villa~e development" 
because "the wells are only a first step." 
Villagers will be expected to "contribute 
something" for the well-and that "some­
thing" is expected to be a village school, 
a farm-to-market road, or some other 
community development project requiring 
the donation of local labor and materials. 

Agricultural development will be ~ven 
a huge boost by the creation of a pilot 
agricultural extension service. A demon­
stration farm will be maintained, where 
Malawians will be trained to take back 
their new knowledge to their own villages. 
They will be taught to use irrigation effi­
ciently, how to use fertilizers and im­
proved seed. The Malawi government is 
lending a mobile self-contained audio­
visual unit also to Church World Service 
which will be used in villages to teach 
hygiene, nutrition, and better methods 
of agriculture. 

Although. 95 % of public education is 
now supported by the Malawi govern­
ment, the churches will initiate still one 
additional program which is related to 
education. A school lunch program is 

Malawi School children receive educational 
materials. 

being launched this fall which will pro­
vide hot noon meals in 4 of 26 secondary 
schools; more schools will be added later. 
Such lunch programs are now unknown 
and students, arriving at 7 a.m. and leav­
ing at 4 p.m. each day, rarely bring anv­
thing to eat with them. Feeding of pre­
school children~ with, nutritionally-bal­
anced meals, will also be inaugurated. 
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Other projects will be started within 
the total program as personnel and funds 
are secured. 

Teen-agers are not finding employment 
in the cities and while 500,000 Malawi­
ans have emigrated to neighboring coun­
tries seeking work, not all youth are able 
to leave nor wish to. Proiects will be ini­
tiated for youth-beginning with small 
garden plots" near cities for which CROP 
will provide seed. The vegetables will 
not only provide better nutrition for 
families tending the plots, but will also 
provide some income as surplus is mar­
keted. 

The Malawi Plan is being proiected 
over a five-year period, "to tackle the 
things which should be tackled," as Tom 
Colvin puts it. Cost to Church World 
Service is expected to be around $250,-
000. After five years, hopefully, the gov­
ernment will assume responsibility for 
pro.iects not yet completed. 

There is much reason to believe that 
the Malawi Plan will be a significant, 
visible nation-building program. The 
country is small but the plan is compre­
hensive; the government is co-operative 
and its own develo.pment plans are being 
co-ordinated with those of the Christian 
Council of Malawi. Of course, there is 
always risk of failure. Church World 
Service believes the risk is worth taking. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION-Sec. Rex E. Zwiebel 

Junior Conference Report 

,Junior Conference was attended by 23 
boys and girls ages 9-11. Sessions were 
held in the basement of Anderson Hall. 
The program on weekdays, Monday 
through Friday, was as follows: 

Choral reading: Scripture and poetry 
Hymn singing 
Hymn interpretation through rhythm 

choir 
Fun songs and choruses 
Indoor and outdoor games 
Hiking; . 
Daily swim-University gymnasium 
Meetings with three missionaries 
Preparation for Conference worship 
Assistants included Mrs. Lewis H. V. 

May, Riverside; Miss Phyllis Fuller , North 
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Loup; Miss Elizabeth Maddox, River­
side; Miss Becky Butts, Alfred, Roger 
Bottoms, Boulder, Douglas Wheeler, 
Salem, and Rev. Albert N. Rogers, Den­
ver. 

Special sessions were held in connec­
tion with the General Conference pro­
gram on Friday helping to lead midday 
devotions, and during Sabbath School on 
Sabbath morning. 

Mrs. Albert N. Rogers, 
Director. 

New Hymnals 
We ordered several hymnals to be used 

and purchased at Young Adult Pre-Con 
Retreat last August. Because of the low 
attendance we have 14 left, and we are 
offering them for sale. You may pur­
chase them singly or all at one time. The 
hymnal is just off the press, and is called 
"Hymns and Songs of the Spirit." It is 
published by the Judson and Bethany 
Presses. The cost is $1.75 per ~ hymnal. 
Order from the Seventh Day Baptist Board 
of Christian Education, Box 115, Alfred 
Station, N. Y. 14803 .. 

Personalities in the News 
The 100th year of instruction at Pacific 

School of Religion" began October 3 at 
the Berkeley campus. At the opening 
Convocation for the centennial year the 
address was given by Dr. Wayne R. Rood, 
professor of Religious Education at PSR, 
who has just returned from a sabbatical 
year of study at Oxford, England. His 
topic was "Words and the Word: a Prob­
lem in the Teaching of Christianity." 

Dr. Rood is chairman of the Committee 
to Conduct Ecumenical Conversations of 
the Seventh Day Baptist General Confer­
ence. 

Secretary Rex Zwiebel attended the 
semiannual meetings of the Department 
of Educational Development, Division of 
Christian Education, National Council of 
Churches, Sept. 25~30, at Atlantic City, 
N. J. He is a member of the Executive 
Committee of the Program Board of the 
Department. 

He conferred with, General Secretary 
Wheeler and others in Plainfield en 
route. 
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Helen Shaw Thorngate 

(Continued from page 6) 

parents found her doing her share in their 
care. At last the four sons had achieved 
their medical education, each in his own 
special field 1 and the family dream of a 
Medical Group came true at Monterey, 
California. Helen is a great help to her 
husband and sons in their professional 
lives. She acted as treasurer of the Medi­
cal Group from its inception in 1953 
until the coming of K. S. Howard in 
1965. 

Weekly Sabbath services are held in 
the home of the elder Thorn~ates for the 
family and all Seventh Day Baptists who 
may be in the area. She is a helpful mem­
ber of the Pacific Coast Association. An 
expert in cooking Chinese foods, she is 
a charmin~ hostess for friends passing 
through Monterey. She is an all-ro.und 
person, writing poetry, sketchin~ and 
paintin~, sailing, and baby-sitting with 
her grandchildren, who now number 13. 
Her own severe illnesses have been brave­
IV surmounted. One who does not let her 
left hand know what her ri~ht hand does; 
calm1 wise in judgment, gifted with deep 
understandin~ of people, Helen Thom­
gate is an inspiration to all who know 
h~. -

She is now to be honored among those 
worthv to wear the Robe of Achievement. 

-Elizabeth Johnson Green. 
Au~. 18, 1966. 

LET'S THINK IT OVER 
Clergy Votes "No" on Red China 

With the United Nations Assembly 
again in session the question of the ad­
mission of Red China is likely to be a 
sharp issue. Last year the vote was 50-50. 
Whether or not this is a religious or 
moral issue is debatable. 

On February 22, 1966, the General 
Board of the National Council of Church­
es, meeting in St. Louis, adopted a resolu-
tion calling for the admission of Commu­
nist China to the United Nations ,and the 
granting of United States diplomatic re­
cognition to' the Peiping regime. 

Other church bodies have taken ismilar 
stands. Many leading Christians, however, 
are convinced that it would be morally 
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wrong to admit a nation with such a rec­
ord to the UN especially when that na­
tion and its friends call for the expulsion 
of the Republic of China. 

Dr. Dan Poling, one of America's most 
respected churchmen and a lifetime leader 
of Christian Endeavor, is chairman of the 
Clergymen's Emergency Committee on 
China. He was convinced that the Feb­
ruary action of the General Board of 
NCC did not represent the opinion of ~ 
Protestant clergymen throughout the na­
tion. ~e and the committee instituted a 
comprehensive poll to. get the facts. 

Three questions were put to over 650/0 
of the Protestant clergymen, selected at 
random from every state in the Union. 

1. Are you in favor of the admission 
of Communist China to the United Na­
tions at this time? 

2. Are you in favor of the expulsion of 
the Republic of China from the United 
Nations in order to satisfy Communist 
Chinese conditions for joinin~? 

3. Are vou ir~ favor of the United 
States grantin~ diplomatic recognition to 
Communist China at this time? 

The "Nos" were overwhelmin~. Of 
those responding; 72.90/0 were opposed 
to the admission of Communist China to 
the United Nations; 93.70/0 were opposed 
to meetin~ the basic Red Chinese condi­
tions for joining the United Nations' 
71.4 % were opposed to diplomatic re~ 
cognition o.f the Peiping re~e. There 
were almost 30,000 who responded-a 
very significanLnumber. . 

Dr. Poling concludes that church offi­
cials or bodies advocating admission of 
Red China speak only for themselves and 
not for the Protestant community. 

The Race for Relevance 
In a scholarly address before a recent 

Southern Baptist Communications Con­
fere!lc~ James Leo Garrett, professor of 
ChnstIan theology at Louisville, made 
some thoughtful evaluations of present­
day trends. 

The liberal Protestant theology which 
achieved popularity in the first third of 
the century was later discredited by 
thoughtful scholars. It was replaced by 
the now passing (neo-orthodox) era 
which stressed the given, the revealed: 
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and was more concerned with authenticity 
than with relevance, said Dr. Garrett. 

Another era of liberalism has come as 
the pendulum swings back and certain 
voices cry for the relevance that was felt 
to be lacking in the theology of Barth and 
his followers. Just recently· the religious 
world· has been shocked by the radical 
or death of God theology. Dr. Garrett 
says this era gives its primary attention to 
the Christian message to modem man 
and/ or the unbelieving world, and is 
more concerned with relevance than with 
authenticity . 

The question naturally arIses as to 
whether one has to choose between rel­
evance and authenticity. The speaker did 
not call for an lIDthinking traditionalism 
nor for an abandonment of sincere at­
tempts to communicate. He did deliver 
"a clarion appeal for careful assessment 
of the biblical and historic Christian cate­
gories and their abiding significance be­
fore these should be scuttled for the 
latest theological fad." 

"It is an urgent plea that in the race 
for relevance we not lay aside that authen­
tic Christian message and life that are 
our very reason for running at all," he 
declared. 

Speaking of the death of God theology, 
Garrett said that they are placing so 
much emphasis on "what modem man 
will accept," and yet we don't really 
know that "he will accept this modified 
gospel any more than he would have in 
the first century." 

Garrett said he \vas not willing to toss 
aside "our historic heritage" and a bibli­
cally based theology, but there is a sense 
"in which \ve must be modern without 
being captivated by the errors of mod­
ernity. ,,, 

Army Chaplain Promotions 
Th~ Dcpartnlent of the Army has an­

nounced a ne\v promotion policy for 
chaplains, which may be seen as an in­
centive for ministers to volunteer. 

Chaplain (Major General) Charles E. 
Brown, Jr., Chief of Army Chaplains, 
states that chaplains who are ordered to 
active duty on or after 31 October 1966 
\vill be promoted to temporary Captain 
on date of entry on active duty. 

Previously all Army chaplains entered 
the service in the grade of 1st Lt. and 
served in that grade until promoted like 
other officers. Doctors have frequently 
received the grade of captain when going 
on active duty. 

SABBATH SCHOOL LESSON 
for October 22, 1966 

God, Our Security 
Lesson Scripture: Isaiah 37: 14-21a, 

33-35. 

~arriages ________________ _ 
Palmer-Farber.-James Francis Palmer, son of 

Mr. and Mrs. Francis W. Palmer of Brook­
field, N. Y., and Linda Marie Farber, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Laurence Farber 
of North Brookfield, N. Y., were united 
in marriage on July 30, 1966. The Rev. 
Carl Metz of the First Baptist church offi­
ciated at the service in the 2nd Brookfield 
Seventh Day Baptist Church. 

Soper-Matthews.-La Vere Soper, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Keith Soper, Oshkosh, Neb., and Beth 
Matthews, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Earl 
Matthews, of Oshkosh, Neb., were united 
in marriage at Oshkosh, on July 30, 1966. 
They are now at Bartlesville, Okla., where 
he is a ministerial student at Central Pil­
grim College. 

Williams-Jess.-Leonard Williams, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Melvin Williams of North Loup, 
Neb., and Judy Jess, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lavern Jess of Scotia, Neb., were 
united in marriage at· Scotia, Neb., on 
August 21, 1966. 

()bituaries ______________ __ 
BABCOCK.-Miss Katharine M., daughter of 

Edwin J. and Jessie True Babcock, was 
born at North Loup, Neb., Nov. 7, 1891, 
and died at Lincoln, Neb., Sept. 17, 1966. 

She became deaf when 18 months' old, at­
tended school in North Loup, and Northamp­
ton, Mass. She became a professional photo 
retoucher in Lincoln and Omaha, making her 
home in Omaha for many years. She cared for 
her aged mother, who died in June 1966, near­
ly 101 years old. 

She was baptized by the Rev. George B. Shaw 
and joined the North Loup Seventh Day Bap­
tist Church in 1908, maintaining her interest and 
loyalty as a nonresident member through life, 
also fellowshiping with the Church of the 
Deaf in Omaha. 

Survivors are two brothers, Edwin J. of Lin­
coln, and Arthur of Omaha, Neb. A brother 
now deceased was Oscar T. Babcock of Milton, 
Wis. 

Funeral services were conducted in her home 
church by her pastor, the Rev. Duane L. Davis, 
and interment was in Hillside Cemetery, North 
Loup. 

-D.L.D. 
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Trees of Righteousness 
There is beauty in trees, whether the golden maples of New England that con­
tribute their sweetness every spring, the towering redwoods of California that 
date back to the time of Christ, the twisted pines and spruces that struggle with 
the elements at timberline in the Rockies, or the stalwart oaks :of Florida that bear 
patiently the burden of hanging moss, or the spreading oak of New Jersey that 
inspired Sgt. Joyce Kilmer's immortal verse from World War I, 

"I think that I shall never see 
A poem lovely as a tree." 

Perhaps Sgt. Kilmer's thoughts went back to the Bible which tells us that we are 
called of God to be trees of righteousness. The blessed man (Psalm 1) meditates on 
the law of God and "He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that 
bringeth forth his fruit in his season; ... and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper." 




