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This issue of the Sabbath Recorder is 
a cooperative effort of the congregation 
of the Washington Seventh Day Baptist 
Church_ The influence of others whose 
names and articles do not appear in 
this issue has had an impact upon the 
thinking expressed in some of these arti
cles. Credit for assisting in editing the 
articles goes to Mrs. Philip (Ruth) 
Hazen, Mrs_ Delmer (Rowena) Van 
Horn, and the Rev. John P. Pettway. 
Without the encouragement and coopera
tion of my family, I would not have had 
courage to undertake the responsibility 
for this issue. 
-Delmer E. Van Horn, Pastor 
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!vId. Mr. Bee is president of the Washington 
Seventh Day Baptist Church. 
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emeritus in the Washington Seventh Day Bap
tist Church. 

Isaac Cramer is retired and living in Dundee, 
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of inspiration to many of us. 
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each way to church each week. He is a deacon 
and a member of the Board of Directors of 
the Washington Seventh Day Baptist Church. 
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for Westinghouse in Baltimore, Md. Last sum
mer she was honored as secretary of the week 
in the entire Baltimore area. She is a primary 
class teacher in the Sabbath School. 

Earl Hibbard is a financial accountant with 
Davidson Chemical Company in Baltimore, 
Md. Mr. Hibbard is Sabbath School superin
tendent. Mr. and Mrs. Hibbard live in Glen 
Burnie, Md. 

The Rev. John P. Pettway was an ordained 
minister in the Progressive Baptist denomination 
when he felt led, because of Sabbath convic
tions, to join the Washington Seventh Day 
Baptist Church. He is currently serving the 
church as lay assistant to the pastor. 

CW2 Dale Thorngate is a personnel officer 
in the Computer Systems Command in the 
United States Army stationed at Ft. Belvoir, Va. 

Mrs. Dale (Janet) Thorngate is the daughter 
of the Rev. and Mrs. Marion C. Van Horn of 
Daytona Beach, Fla. Mrs. Thorogate is chair
man of the Publicity Committee of the Wash
ington church and secretary of the Southeastern 
Association Executive CounciL 1\.1r. and ~1rs_ 
Thorngate are the sponsors for the Youth 
Fellowship. They are living in Temple Hills, Md. 

Robert Van Horn designed the front cover of 
this issue. He is the son of the Rev. and Mrs. 
Delmer E. Van Horn and is a senior in 
Woodrow Wilson High School in Washington. 
His mother. Rowena, took his front cover de
sign and changed it to make the cross mo.re 
prominent for the back cover. 

Mrs. Raymond (Erma) Wilson was a member 
of the former Washington People's Seventh Day 
Baptist Church and is now a member of the 
Washington Seventh Day Baptist congregation. 
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Stranded 

Dianne Hibbard 

All of the summer mornIngs were 
beautiful with the \varm sun shining 
through the palm trees on the front lawn, 
but there was something special about 
this morning for Mike. Oh, yes! This was 
the day his father had said he could take 
out the boat with his best friend, Jeff. 
Nothing could make Mike as happy as 
this important privilege. _ 

"Oh, boy! Here comes Jeff, Dad_ 
We're leaving now. Yes, of course, we'll 
be careful. I know it's the first time I've 
taken the boat out ,vithout you, but I 
know you'll be very proud of me. Just 
wait and see." 

As Mike and Jeff got in the car and 
started off for the boat landing, Dad 
and Mother watched anxiously as the 
dust flew up from the retreating car. Mike 
\vas now sixteen, wasn't he? You had 
to let go of the strong ties sometime. 

As the boys got the boat in the water, 
they were excitedly planning how they 
would spend their day _. their very spe
cial day - doing just what they wanted 
to do. 

After an hour of cruising along the 
calm warm waters, Jeff had the idea of 
leaving the boat and swimming for a 
while. Since the boys were good swim
mers, this idea sounded exciting to them. 
After all, there are many things you 
can't see from a boat. So the boys an
chored the boat in the middle of the 
water and began to swim. It \vas such 
a warm day, they didn't notice ,the 
clouds forming. They s\vam around and 
through many of the inlets until they 
saw a beautiful island, not large enough 
even to have many trees, but nice enough 
for them to stop and rest. Especially 
after the vigorous exercise of swimming 
that far, it would be nice to take a short 
nap. So the boys lay down for a rest. 
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W heee! Splatter! Splatter! "My good
ness, Jeff, wake up! It's raining and the 
\vind is blowing very hard." 

"Mike, how long do you think we 
slept?" 

"I don't know, but what are we going 
to do? We can't possibly swim back to 
the boat in this stor~ and if we wait, our 
parents are going to be worried, and 
besides these storms sometimes last for 
hours. We've got to do something, but 
what?" 

"Mike, how securely did we anchor 
the boat? Is it going to hold in this 
storm? The water is awfully rough." 

"Jeff, I know. I guess the only thing 
for us to do is to ask God's help and 
wait. Dad says God always knows what 
our problems are and if we ever need 
help, He is there to help us if we ask. 
Let's see if we can find some kind of 
shelter." 

There at one end of the island was a 
small shack - just boards thrown to
gether, but it was warm, and it was 
shelter. So this is where the boys hud
dled together to dry off and wait until 
the storm was over. 

An hour later . . . "Jeff, wake up, 
I hear something. It sounds like a boat! 
J efi, wake up, can't you hear it? Loo~ 
it is a boat. Come on, Jeff. Help! Help! 
Over here! We're over here. Dad! What 
are you doing here? How did Y0ll: know 
whe~ we were? Gee! I'm so glad ·to see 
you:·H 

"Well, Mike, I heard you mention this 
inlet to Jeff, and then when I noticed the 
storm brewing, I decided it might be 
\vise to see if you needed help." 

"Boy, Dad, am I ever glad you did. We 
could have been here all night without 
food or maybe we might have drowned 
trying to reach safety. Thanks, Dad, 
you really saved us." 

You know, this is the way our lives 
are. One moment we are safe and secure 
in our beings, but the next second we 
can be in trouble and can't reach safety. 
Will our anchors hold? Just as: ·Mike's 
father was there ready to help when 
Mike was in trouble, so. is our Heavenly 
Father standing with His outstretched 
arms reaching to pull us to safety. 
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to pass, if ye shall 
hearken diligently un
to my commandments 
which I command you 
this day, to love the 
Lord your God, and 
to serve" him with all 
your heart and with 
all your soul, that I 
will give you the rain 
of your land in his 

due season, the first rain and the latter 
rain, that thou mayest gather in thy 
corn, and thy wine, and thine oil" 
(Deut. 11: 13, 14). 

I am thankful for the privilege of 
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having been born on a farm where this 
promise of God was often repeated. The 
main cash crop grown by our family 
was pota~oes. There was the early crop, 
planted ill late March or early April, 
and the late crop, planted in late July. 
Many times there was a shortage of rain 
on one crop causing a small harvest but 
through the providence of God the other 
crop was graciously watered. 

How thankful I am for Christian 
parents who trusted in God and gave me 
a home full of Christian love, fun, and 
fellowship. I am also thankful for Chris
tian friends, especially one of God's 
servants who inspired and encouraged me 
in my high school days. He and his wife 
made me realize the blessings, fellowship 
and fun one could receive from being a 
Christian. They were a living example 
to any youth. These people kept me on 
an "even keel" and anchored my faith 
during the difficult times of my transition 
from youth to manhood. Other men have 
made me aware that the Bible has the 
answers to the way of salvation and 
the abundant life. Through my present 
minister I have come to realize a closer 
relationship with God than ever before. 
Even though I have experienced sorrow 
and disappointment in my life, I now 
realize that the heavenly Father is con
cerned about each person and the little 
details of our lives. We are His creation! 
Oh, the love that the Father has for 
His children! 

God does not forget His creation. I 
will not forget Him, but \vill anchor my 
soul in His care. "Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ" (Rom. 8:35a)? 
"For I am persuaded, that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, shall separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord" (Rom. 8:38,39). 

Faith is the victory! 

My anchor holds! 

-Oliver C. Dickinson 
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"God . so loved the 
world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son" 
- is a passage of 
Scripture you may 
meditate upon every 
day of your life. You 
may search the Scrip
ture for understand-

" ": . 
; lng; you may use ev
i '--'-___ '- ~ . i ery God-.~ven power 

~ or capabilIty endeav-
oring to understand the love and com
passion. of God. 

What an incomparable love this is! 
The amazing love of God for a world 
that did not love Him. Think'of it, be
loved! God is love and righteousness. 
He gave His Son to a world that con
demned and nailed Him to a cross, and 
mocked Him while He was dying. You 
may study: for ages this type of love; 
yet you will never fully comprehend the 
depth and height, the length and breadth 
of God's love. Only God, in eternity can 
explain to us how much He loved us 
when He "so loved the world" that He 
gave His Son to die for us that we might 
have eternal life. 

Herein -lies our anchor, if we believe 
that Christ came, bled, and died for an 
ungodly and unlovable world. We must 
believe that "whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life." All are loved of God. He saves 
only those who anchor themselves (be
lieve) in His only begotten Son. None 
of us can save ourselves. God cannot 
save us unless we believe in His love 
shown by sending His Son to redeem us. 
If God saved us without our belief in the 
gift of His Son, He would cease to be 
a just God. He would cease to be a 
righteous God. God could not righteously 
judge the world if He had no love, pity 
or compassion for it. There is no one in 
this world who is \vorthy of God's love; 
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-Rev. John P. Pettway 

yet when we were helpless and hopeless, 
God commended His love toward us in 
that Christ died for us. 

"And he (Jesus) is the propitiation for 
our sins: and not for ours only, but also 
for the sins of the whole world" (1 John 
2: 2). This is the very essence of God's 
gift for man. The righteousness by which 
we are justified is imputed (2 Cor. 5: 18, 
19). The righteousness by which we are 
sanctified is imparted, both deriving from 
God's love for us. The first gives our 
title to heaven; the second gives our fit
ness for heaven. 

We must anchor our souls in Christ 
Jesus. When the soul surrenders itself 
to Christ, a new power takes possession 
of the new heart and a change is wrought 
which man cannot accomplish of him
self. We need a Savior to connect us 
with God. Unless we become vitally con
nected to God we will not be able to 
resist the Satanic forces of self-love, self
u:dulgence or temptation to any other 
SID. 

The love (or gift) of God will excel 
all other if we accept His love or "un
speakable .gift" (2 Cor. 9: 15). We must, 
of necessIty, become acquainted with 
Christ for we are at the mercy of God's 
enemy (Satan) if we do not. We need 
a continual communion with God. Day 
by ~ay we must grow into the image of 
Christ. Then we will grow spiritually 
stronger so as to walk inc, His footsteps. 
As we grow in His image we will show 
evidence that we are treading the true 
paths which lead to glory. When we have 
Christ in our hearts, our lives ( actions) 
will be subdued by love for God and 
man; there will be no place for fault
finding, fretting, or contention. When we 
are (anchored) converted to God, we 
love the things He loves. His life becomes 
caught up in that winding chain of im-

(Continued p. 14, column 1) 
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-Rev. Grover S. Brissey 

"If any 1p.an offend not in word~ the 
same is a perfect man, and able also to 
bridle the whole body" (James 3: 2 ) . 

The person who in
fluenced my life most 
\vas my father. Even 
though he never re
ceived more than six 
months of formal ed u
cation, he was my 
greatest teacher. 

I have always had 
a very flashy temper. 
When one has a high 
temper, he often 
strikes out in a way 
he would not, had he 
taken time to think. 

It was the work of 
my brother, who was 
two years older than 

I, and me to clear the field of com stubs 
and sprouts in order for the fall wheat 
to be broadcast. Then after my father 
had scattered the wheat another brother . ' usmg a cutaway ( disc with notches), 
would cover the wheat. During this pro
cess, the cut com stayed in shocks in 
the field. 

I had gone to the field to work. I 
heard someone coming through a small 
patch of woods. Thinking it was my 
b~other, I decided to play a prank on 
him. Quickly I hid in a big shock of 
com, bringing the stalks together behind 
me. As the person drew near I heard 
him talking and realized that it was my 
father talking to God as he sowed the 
whea~. He named his boys and girls, but 
especIally me. He did not ask God to 
"take his temper away from him," but 
he did say, "in some way help him to 
control his temper." I could only hear 
snatches of his prayers as he walked 
and sowed the wheat but could tell that 
he talked continually to God. I never 
told my father that I had heard him. 

Some time later the problem with my 
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temper arose again. My father let me 
know he recognized it. 1 said, "Father, 
what w?uld .you do?'~ Looking steadily 
at me WIth hIS steel grey eyes, he replied, 
"I'd walk away until I had complete 
control of myself and then go back and 
solve the problem." It has been one 
of my resolves in life to consistently 
carry out this advice. As a result, 1 
have sometimes been misunderstood and 
even censured for walking away. 

The Bible tells us, "Be ye angry, and 
sin not ... " (Ephesians 4:26). By 
walking away I not only have fewer 
things to regret but also fewer things to 
ask the great "I am's" forgiveness for. 

Although many people have influenced 
me my father has been the greatest hu
man influence in my life. Likewise my 
greatest desire is that our sons and 
daughters will find in me something that 
will be "a stay" to them in times of 
need. 

---:---~--~ -: ----- - -:. 
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What is the purpose 
of an anchor? You'll 
say, "Well, everyone 

knows it's to keep a ship from moving 
while it is .moored." Imagine for a second 
that the anchor broke off. What would 
the ship do? Obviously, it would move 
with the \vater. Then the ship could be 
on the wrong course and that wouldn't 
be too good, would it? 

In a \vay, humans are like ships. We 
need something to hold us on the right 
course. Jesus Christ is the One, who 
never breaks away to let us float around. 
So if we can follow the Lord we need not 
have problems. If your anchor is Christ 
you will always stay on the right course. 

I pray that this issue of the Sabbath 
Recorder may help you to use the Lord 
as your anchor and be able to point 
others to that anchor. 
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If a man is drown
ing he grabs at any
thing within his reach 
in trying to save him
self. If he finds a rope 
he pulls and pulls, but 
if the rope is not 
securely fastelied, or 
if it tears loose from 
its anchor, he is still 
unable to save him
self. So it is in life. 

Sometimes a man finds himself at the 
crossroads without an anchor to which 
he can hold. He cries out to God for 
help, then continues in his attempts to 
help himself, but without any real success. 

Into this world are born not only 
thousands of ne\v babies, but also many 
"born again" Christians who are seeking 
spiritual nourishment. Just as a baby 
cries for its mother to give it food and 
comfort~ so the new Christian seeks guid
ance in order to learn how to walk the 
Christ-like life. Unless that lifeline of 
guidance is available, someone may need
lessly be destroyed. 

We are fortunate in our country to 
have so many dedicated Sabbath School 
teachers and pastors who can and do 
provide that needed help. They point 
the way to Jesus through the Bible. But 
herein lies a danger. Parents who are 
really concerned for the spiritual welfare 
of their children dare not leave the sale 
responsibility for their children~s spiritual 
nurture to the pastors or the Sabbath 
School teachers - people who seldom see 
their students oftener than once a week. 
It is the day-to-day influence of expe
riences and attitudes which provide the 
examples children usually follow. Fami
lies who plan a time each day for spiritual 
emphasis, as well as show constant love 
for each other are building a good Chris-
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tian foundation in their families. We 
need both Christian education leaders and 
parents to point the way to Jesus Christ, 
who is the anchor which holds in life's 
stormy seas. 

The adults are not the only ones who 
are able to throw out the lifeline. Youth 
Fellowship members, with their enthusi
asm~ can guide other members or pros
pects to the anchor which holds. -.-

Should it be the pastor's duty to stand 
alone on the banks of time attempting 
to rescue all from destruction? Of course 
not; we all can help. But how much 
should we help? Some who do not have 
specialized training may give only limited 
help. Yet often it is one in such a posi
tion whom God uses because he is at 
the right place at the right time. 

What will happen to the man striving 
to save his life? Can you help him fasten 
his lifeline to the living Christ? If re
sponsibility is a sign of maturity then each 
Christian, regardless of age or training, 
can show his maturity by sharing his 
anchor ~ Jesus Christ, in action and deed, 
as well as by word. 

CRY! CRYI 
Oh, ~he cry of a dying soul 
IIHelp! Help! Someone save me! Save me!1I 
To· guide a pasto!, or someone there 
I will leave my flare, then, go. 

fame and. glory are my goals 
New adventures and no time to lose. 
lord, ~he world calls me on, 
I have no t!me for saving souls. 

Wait! The earth is quie~; 
There is no one here but I. 
That cry! Tha~ cry! 0, Lord, can'~ be I. 
"Dear God, help my anchor hold.1T 

Earl Hibbard 

things You Can't 100 

Sow bad habits and reap a good character. 
Sow disrespect and reap respect. 
Sow human thistles and reap human roses. 
Sow neglect of the Bible and reap a well
guided life. 
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An (expression of Concern 
"The prestige and influence of the 

family is in decline, says biologist, Robert 
S. Morison writing in the January, 1967, 
issue of Science, and we would do well, 
he says to predi:;t and prepare for the 
consequences. The family unit is inade
quate as a transmitter of knowledge, 
which function has been largely taken 
over by other agencies, (i. e., schools and 
special training programs). To the extent 
that the family is unable to carefully 
evaluate evidence on alternative courses 
of moral action, Morison sees the family's 
influence in this sphere continuing to 
decline. 

"Morison plainly states that he is not 
advocating the abolition of the family, 
but some family functions have already 
been taken over by other agencies, and 
more are likely to follow. What is im
portant is that society recognize what is 
happening, Morison empil.asizes, and be
come conscious of the need to develop 
new ways of providing for \vhat used 
to be provided almost wholly through 
family life." (quoted in July 1967 Cir
cular Letter by the Rev. Wayne C. 
Maxson, Philadelphia, Pa.) 

B. iHE REWARD O~ SABBATHKEEPING 
These are the words of the Lord: 

Maintain justice, do the right; 
for my deliverance is close at hand, 

and .my righteousness will show itself 
victorious 

Happy is the man who follows these precepts, 
happy the mortal who holds them. fast, 

who keeps the sabbath undefiled, 
who refrains from all wrong-doing! 

The foreigner who has given his allegiance to 
the Lord must not say, 
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"The Lord will keep me separa te from his 
people for ever"; 
and the eunuch must not say, 

"I am nothing but a barren tree." 
For these are the words of the Lord: 

The eunuchs who keep my sabbaths, 
wllo choose to do my will and hold fast to my 
covenant shall receive from me something 
b'o !~er than sons and daughters, a memorial and 
a name in my own house and within my walls; 

I will give them an everlasting name, 
a name imperishable for all time. 

So too with the foreigners who give their 
allegiance to me, the Lord. 

to minister to me and love my name 
and to become my servants, 
all who keep the sabbath undefiled 

and hold fast to my covenant: 
them will I bring to my holy hill 
and give them joy in my house of prayer. 

Their offerings and sacrifices shall be acceptable 
on my altar; 

for my house shall be called 
a house of prayer for all nations. 
This is the very word of the Lord God. 
who brings home the outcasts of Israel: 

I will yet bring home all that remain to be 
" brought in. - Isaiah 56: 1-8 (N.E.B.) 

If you cease to tread the sabbath underfoot, 
and keep my holy day free from your own affairs, 
if you call the sabbath a day of joy 
and the Lord's holy day a day to be honoured, 
if you honour it by not plying your trade, 
not seeking your own interest 
or attending to your own affairs, 
then you shall find your joy in the Lord, 
and I will set you riding on the heights of 

the earth, 
and your father Jacob's patrimony shall be yours 

to enjoy; 
The Lord himself has spoken it. 

-Isaiah 58: 13-14 (N.E.B.) 
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II. SABBATH OBSERVANCE 

A. In Old! iesiament Histo'1' 
Scripture background - Genesis 1: 1; 

Genesis 1:27 - 2:3; Exodus 20:8-11 

"The Sabbath was designed as a social 
institution to keep ever fresh in the 
minds of men the conviction that there 
is a purpose behind the processes of the 
universe, and behind man's life - the 
purpose of a living, intelligent God \vho 
thinks and plans and does things." 

"The creatorhood of God is certainly 
one of the most basic premises of our 
religious heritage." 

(Clifford W. P. Hansen, The Sabbath 
Recorder, June 4, 1962) 

Scripture background - Exodus 31: 12-17; 
Deuteronomy 5: 12-15 

". . . Sabbathkeeping was, in the Old 
Testament, regarded not only as a sign 
of faith in God as Creator, but also as 
a symbol of faith in God as one who 
enters into personal, trustworthy rela
tionships with men. Sabbathkeeping was 
taught as symbolizing Israel's entrance 
into personal, cooperative relationship of 
a covenant with the Creator ... personal 
relationship with God, is another basic 
insight of Biblical religion - the doc
trine of redemption, or, as we might put 
it. the redeemerhood of God." 

(C. w. P. Hansen, Ibid.) 
B. In New Testament literature 

Scripture background - Luke 4: 16, 13 and 
13: 10 

"As his custom was, he went into the 
synagogue on the sabbath day . . . ." 
(Luke 4: 16). He read Scripture and 
healed and taught on the Sabbath Day. 

Scripture background - Luke G: 1-11; 
Matthew 12: 1-13 
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"The sabbath was made for man, and 
not man for the sabbath: Therefore the 
Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath." 
(Mark 2:27, 28) "In these words Jesus 
showed that He accepted the Sabba~h 
as a sacred institution of value to man
kind, but at the same tilne labored to 
rescue it from the misguided legalism of 
His day. He taught that the Sabbath was 
made for man - for the refining and 
ennobling of human life." (C. w. P. 
Hansen, ibid.) 

liB. !FAMILY SABBATHKIEEPING 
Special clothes, dishes and silver, and 

foods may be used as a means of making 
family Sabbath observance more mean
ingful. Radio and TV - except for 
music and programs which would con
tribute to a spiritual atmosphere - are 
to be avoided. But each of us, as a 
family, must decide how the Sabbath 
shall be spent. 

"We are past middle age. If we could 
again have our family growing up about 
us, what would we do differently? 

"To begin with, we would expect the 
church or Sabbath School to supplement 
rather than supplant family religious 
training . . . Where others have a build
ing to worship in, we have a day to 
\vorship in - the quiet of dusk, the 
beauty of sky and sun and rain, always 
waiting at the end of a busy week. The 
ideal Sabbath would begin with a hush 
and end with a bang. We would make a 
great deal of Sabbath eve, trying to 
reserve it for the family to relax from 
worldly concerns, business or school or 
housework, singing together, laughing to
gether, playing and praying together. We 
\vould invite others to our circle - but 

(Continued p. 14, column 1) 
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-J anet and Dale Thomgate 

Janet: How can the t\vo of us together go 
about writing an article about a per
sonal relationship with God and its 
effects on daily life? 

Dale: It's true that it's an individual, 
personal thing - this relationship 
between a person and God - but 
you and I agree on the importanc~ of 
that relationship in each of our lIves. 
So in a sense we "share~' that rela
tionship to God with each other too. 

Janet: Yes, that's right, because in writ
ing our "Personal Priorities and Goals 
for Dale and Janet" we agreed to put 
our individual relationships to God at 
the top of the list above our relation
ships to self, to each other~ and to 
others. 

I guess you're right. We can write 
the article together. But how can we 
oet on paper that loving, warm con
~ection with Him which makes_!IS 
want to share, and able to share, His 
love with others? 

Dale: I don't know. It is hard to put 
warmth, strength, and tenderness on 
paper. 

Janet: Perhaps \ve should start by telling 
about our search for love, for security, 
and for peace of mind -

Dale: And the finding of all those 
through the simple acceptance of the 
love which God pours out to us through 
His Son, Jesus Christ. 

Janet: That's sort of abstract though
at least hard to explain. 

Dale: Unless we explain it in terms of 
the effects of that acceptance on our 

relationships with other people. 

Janet: Maybe that's the best approach. 
Yet one thing came before the ability 
to establish those relationships with 
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others. The acceptance of God's love 
first made it possible for me to accept 
myself. It gave me the ability to ana
lyze myself honestly, to see myself 
realistically - and then the courage 
to just be me. 

Dale: That's exactly how it was for me. 
And part of that process was the ac
ceptance of my past - including its 
mistakes and its unhappiness - as a 
part of myself, part of what brought 
me to \vhere I am, made me \vho I am. 

Janet: Right. Then that acceptance of 
my past made me feel like a whole 
person. 

Dale: So that relationship to God makes 
the new person able to be open and 
warm - searching for a sharing rela
tionship with others. 

Janet: OK. Now we've got to the rela
tionship with others. How can we 
show how the relationship to God 
helped with that? 

Dale: Communication is the key to that 
relationship with people - just as it's 
the key to the relationship to God. Is 
it that we first learn to be completely 
honest and sincere in talking with God 
so that it then becomes easier, more 
natural, to be completely honest and 
sincere in talking with people? 

Janet: I think so. In establishing. the 
relationship with God, we discover that· 
communication must be a two-way 
thing. One has to listen as well as 
talk. 
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Dale: The communication with God 
gives us practice in openly expressing 
our true feeling, unafraid of the con
sequences, because He is ahvays ac
cepting. 

Janet: Then we have confidence in our 
ability to clearly express how we really 
feel. We try it ·with others and find that 
not only do we succeed in getting 
through to them but they seem to feel 
less threatened. Realizing the true sin
cereness of our real self, they too find 
it easier to openly express their true 
feelings. 

Dale: And that's \vhat it's all about
honest sharing, loving. 

Janet: We still haven't been very specific. 

Dale: Do you think we should give 
examples of ho\v this process works? 
For instance, in my relationship with 
people at the office, in yours with 
the neighbors or with the black stu
dents you work with in the tutoring 
classes? 

Janet: We should at least point out, I 
think, that it is in all our human rela
tionships - not just those with other 
church members or other Christians 
(although some of the most difficult 
communication problems we've over_ 
come have been with those we work 
with in our own church). 

Dale: Yes. We need to make clear that 
it is the same close relationship with 
God which brought us to the realiza
tion that we can't separate the 
"sacred" from the "secular." It was in 
searching for ways to share the joy 
of the love we had experienced that 
we found opportunities to relate more 
closely with the people we came in 
contact with every day of the week. 

Janet: It was the same searching for 
ways to share that brought us to each 
other. 

Dale: That's right! And perhaps it was 
the success of being able to establish 
and maintain such meaningful com
munication with you and several others 
that I decided that I didn't need to 
be a minister -
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Janet: -nor I a minister's wife

Dale: -but could be full-time Chris
tians in the· vocation for which our 
abilities and back{!I"ound best fitted us. 

~ 

Janet: One thing we haven't emphasized 
is the renewing or regenerating charac
ter of this sharing of love - the idea 
that in sharing the love God gave us 
we receive it back again doubled and 
tripled from other people who also 
seem to be sharing it with even more 
people. It's sort of the opposite of a 
"vicious circle." 

Dale: Probably we ignored that concept 
because we never could find the right 
word for it. Remember, \ve tried every
thing from "reciprocity" to "commu
nion" including "commerce," "fellow
ship," "intercommunication," and "in
tercourse. " 

Janet: Anyway, it's that feeling of love 
being returned - the reward of real 
human communication - that makes 
the prospect of each new day so ex
citing. How do we explain that fresh 
new outlook, that excitement in just 
being alive? 

Dale: I don't think. we need to explain 
it. I think everybody who knows us 
can see in us the security and sureness 
-can see that our life has meaning 
and direction which gives us the 
strength and the tenderness to live it 
fully - in communication with others. 

Janet: And that all this comes from 
maintaining that warm, open conver
sation with God. 

Loyalty Is Strong 
The reservoir of goodwill and loyalty 

to the denomination is much stronger in 
the United States than some church leaders 
have been led to believe. This firm con
clusion comes from a two-year study by 
a staff of 150 interviewers and analysts. 
The mood of the local ~church is for more 
help from the denomination than less, it 
is found. Members in general trust de
nominational leaders to make wise use 
of contributed funds. !\owever, there is 
a growing desire to know just how de
nominational money is.Jlsed. 
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I would like to tell you about one of 
my experiences this week. On Wednes
day, I was waiting for the bus. The first 
bus came along and it was too crowded. 
When the next bus came I proceeded to 
the back and took my seat. I soon became 
involved in conversation with a lady who 
seemed very pleasant. We talked about 
happenings of these times, and the sub
ject of churches calIl~ up. The lady told 
me that she had been attending another 
Sabbathkeeping church. I told her a 
little bit about my faith and of the church 
of my choice. I gave her a Sabbath tract 
and told her the location of our church 
and invited her to attend the services. 
When I got to church this morning she 
was already here. I felt I had let my 
light shine forth in spreading the gospel. 

Last Sabbath, my pastor spoke on 
"Heaven." I was partially in a nod but 
listening to the concluding remarks. I 
thought about how I would like to sing 
the song "Face to Face." Shortly the 
pastor announced the closing hymn. I 
took the hymnal, opened directly to the 
page, and to my amazement there was 
the hymn, "Face to Face." I feel this 
was a revelation. Today I heard the 
assistant to the pastor also speak on 
"Heaven. " 

I really enjoy attending this church 
and I sincerely ask your prayers for me. 
I would like to close with singing a verse 
of this hymn-

-A personal testimony as given at the close of 
the divine worship service, Dec. 11, 1971. 
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"In times like these you'll need a 
Savior. In times like these you'll need an 
Anchor. Be very sure, be very sure your 
Anchor holds and grips the Solid Rock. 
This Rock is Jesus, yes He's the one. 
This Rock is Jesus the only one." 

-Mrs. Erma Wilson 

This H ~(now 
By V. Carney Hargroves 

President, Baptist World Alliance 

When I say, "I hope a thing is true," 
my expression is tinged with doubt. When 
I say, "I believe a thing is true," my 
words suggest assurance. When I say, 
"I know a thing is true," my attitude is 
one of certainty. Let us liken to a circle 
the cumulative goodness of the universe 
and the truth that relates to it. Out near 
the periphery are our hopes. Closer in 
are our convictions. At the center are 
areas of our knowledge. Whatever the 
source, - some things I know. 

One of these is that it is better to be 
kind than unkind. It can be made even 
stronger-it is better to love than to 
hate. Kindness is by no means all that the 
world needs. There is a need for under
standing, patience, wisdom, service, sacri
fice. But kindness helps as a practical 
medium in the give-and-take relationships 
of life. It makes home a better place in 
which to live. It gives to the office a 
more congenial atmosphere. It develops 
lasting ties in the classroom. It makes 
life more pleasant for one who buys and 
one who sells. 

Again, I know it is better to do right 
than wrong. By whatever standards we 

(ihake this distinction the evildoer pro
vides problems rather than solutions for 
himself and the society of which he is 
a part. The Bible is full of illustration~ 
of this. U 

The results of doing right are limitless 
-peace of mind, happiness, confidence 
in self. The results of a lower way 'are 
discouragement, fear, anxiety. The prac
tice of right conduct, however, is not 
easily nor accidently achieved. It is the 
logical result of conscious and studied 
development of inner disciplines and 
controls. 
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(Continued from page 5) 

mutable promises, and to the life of 
Christ Jesus. The soul that is yielded to 
Christ becomes its own anchor which 
will hold fast in this revolting world and 
in impregnable to all assaults. 

God is love and pure righteousness; 
true He wishes that all shall be saved. 
"'Behold, what manner of love the Father 
hath oestowed upon us, that we ~hould 
be called the sons of God . . . and It doth 
not yet appear what we shall be: but we 
know that when he shall appear, we 
sllall be like him; for we shall see hiJ? 
as he is. And every man that hath thIS 
hope in him purifieth himself, even as 
he is pure" (1 John 3: 1-3). 

, 

Delmer E. Van Horn 

"For by grace are ye 
saved through faith; 
and that not of your
selves: it is the gift of 
God: Not by \vor ks, 
lest any man should 
boast" (Eph. 2: 8-9) . 

, One of the things people seem most 
interested in is knowing about heaven 
and eternal life. Sometimes these words 
are used to mean the same thing. At 
other times they appear to be used as 
havmcr different meanings. Observation 
\vould lead me to believe that what people 
are really concerned about is not the 

Sabbcsi'h Values meaning of the words "heaven" and 
(Continued from page 9) "eternal life," but rather their concern is 

only on the family terms." (Helen S. if they will get to heaven, if they have 
Thorngate-wife of Dr. George, Sr.- eternal life. 
The Sabbath Recorder, April 13, 1964.) Let me assure you that if you have 

" ... I am trying to urge you to mean eternal life, you will get to heaven. !he 
more to recognize more fully and more question of importance to us now IS

completely the profound significance of how can a person know that he has 
h I t · hi and the desperate eternal life? John told his readers that uman re a IOns Pd' th' de for need of our fellow human beings for the he ha \vrItten to em ill or r . 
kind of love that will not let them them to know that they had eternal hfe 
cro " The Sabbath Day can provide"'- ( 1 John 5: 13) . 
this' ~pportunity of which the Rev. E. What do you and I have to. ~o~ or 
Wendell Stephan wrote in The Sabbath do in order to have eternal life: F?"St, 

ril 1 1963 we need to know that eternal hfe IS a 
Recorder, Ap " gift from God (Rom. 6: 2): I,t isn't. de-

IV. IN CONCLUSION served. It isn't earned. It ISn t mented. 
The Sabbath, like any other ~ood con

cept, is only of value when It can be 
shared. 

"So, it is necessary for us to transplant 
every idea, every concept, every abstrac
tion into communicable form. 

"This is as true of the Sabbath as it is 
true of eveIything else. We cannot say 
we want to be elevated by the Sabbath 
unless we proceed to the doing of those 
things which will enable us to elevate the 
Sabbath." (Rabbi Jerome Malino, The 
Sabbath Recorder, June 15, 1959) 

"I ask you: What does our law allow 
us to do on the Sabbath?" (Luke 6:9). 

Prepared by the Rev. Ernest K. Bee, Jr. 
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But the same Bible that tells us that 
eternal life is a gift tells us that all have 
sinned (Rom. 3: 23 ). But in spite of 
our sin God loves us with an everlast-, . 
incr love (Jer. 31 :3). The BIble tells us 
th~t God is loving and merciful and also 
that He is just. If He is just he must 
punish sin. This creates a dilemm,:. But 
God with His infinite love and \VlSdom 
had the answer. He sent His Son who 
\vas in the beginning and who created 
all things (John 1: 1-3) to pay the penaL 
ty for our sins (1 John 2:2). 

Jesus carried out this plan, and while 
on the cross said, "It is finished." In the 
ori£rinal text the word used for "It is 
fini~hed" is Tetelestai. Tetelestai is a 
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commercial word \vhich means, "It is acrostic will help us to understand the 
paid, the debt is paid." The wages of sin meaning of grace: 
is death (Rom. 6:23), but Jesus said, "God's 
"It is paid." He also said, "In my Riches 
Father's house are many mansions: if At 
it were not so, I would have told you. Christ's 
I go to prepare a place for you" (John Expense" 
14:2). The same Jesus who paid the -God's riches are forgiveness, heaven, 
price for us to receive eternal life tells eternal life, peace, joy and a sense of 
,us He goes to prepare a place (heaven) God's love, all at Christ's expense. The 
for us. 

~ expense of scourge, Getbsemane, the 
But we are still looking for the key mocking, the pulling of His beard, the 

to unlock the door for us so that we may crown of thorns, the nailing to the cross, 
have eternal life. Jesus made eternal life the piercing of His 'side. Jesus paid it alI. 
available but we do not necessarily have Man is a sinner. He cannot save him
it. The key to our receiving eternal life self. It he could he would be his own 
is our faith. It is not out yonder some- savior and \vould not need God. So man 
where but within ourselves. "By grace needs to repent, confess his sins, and 
are ye saved through faith" (Eph. 2: 8) . accept God's forgiveness and cleansing 
Faith is the key that opens the door to (1 John 1: 9) . 
eternal life. N ext, it is necessary to transfer our 

Since there are so many mistaken trust from our good works to a trust in 
ideas of what faith is, let me tell you Jesus alone to provide our salvation. 

h We receive Him as our Savior. But more 
\v a~ saving faith is not. Saving faith is than that and often overlooked, we must 
not Intellectual assent; intellectual assent 
to certain historical facts. You believe in yield to His Lordship. His will· for our 

lives must become OUI desire. 
God. I have believed in God as long as It is relatively easy to make affirmation 
I can remember. But the Bible tells us 
that the devils believe in God (James of belief with our lips and be sincere at 
') 19) the time we make such a statement, and 
-: . Believing in God is not \vhat the then nothing happens in our lives. How 
Bible means by saving faith. The devils can we kno"<.v for certain that we have 
in the Gadarene demoniac believed in 

eternal life? Again let us turn to the first 
Jesus as the Son of God. They weren't epistle of John for OUI answer. "The be.. 
saved. Intellectual assent is not saving liever in the Son of God possesses the faith. 

Another mistaken idea of saving faith 
is temporal faith. You have prayed to 
God for safety when you travel, for the 
healing of family or friends and may 
have even received affirmative answers to 
your prayers. But even this faith is not 
saving faith. 

Saving faith is trusting in Christ alone 
to save you - to save you eternally. 
Jesus said, "Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, He that believeth on me hath ever
lasting life" (John 6:47). 

Let us make no mistake about what 
we have just said - that which is ill
valved in receiving the gift of eternal life. 
Eternal life is the gift of God. This is 
the grace - unmerited favor - talked 
about in Ephesians 2: 8-9. Maybe an 
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witness within himself" (1 John 5:10), 
and "True love of God means this, that 
we observe His commands, and His com
mands are not irksome" (1 John 5:3 
New Berkeley). 

THE SEARCH 
By Eugene Lincoln 

For what are you looking ? Wealth and fame? 
The soul is not fed with gold; a name 
That's now great and mighty in other men's eyes 
Is forgotten soon after its owner dies. 

These things bring no peace to a troubled breast, 
Nor buoy up a soul that is badly depressed; 
Nor pass they the greatest test.· of all: 
Of standing unchanged when other things fall. 

For what are you looking? Something to last 
When everything else is forgotten and past? 
Don't look on ~ but look up above _ 
What you are seeking, friend, is love. 

e, 
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