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"The sabbath was made for man, not man for the 
sabbath:' Thus said our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
as He taught His disciples the importance of a spirit­
filled life. From the time of creation God has provided 
a special day reserved for the spiritual enrichment 
and strength of His people. The Sabbath, the seventh 
day of the week, is God's time given to us because 
He loves us and desires for us the very best. Time 
spent In the presence of God, seeking His will, 
reloiclng In His good pleasure, learnIng from His word, 
bringing spiritual enthusiasm to an otherwise uncertain 
life. To keep our appointment with God - to worship 
on His holy day - does not become a burden but 
restores In us that loy of living and peace of mind 
that is so. necessary in, our world today. Christ knew 
the value and peace God's Sabbath brings, for as 
His custom was, He worshipped and praised God each 
Sabbath. "Remember the sabbath day to keep it holy." 

American Sabbath Tract Society 
,P.O. Box'68, Plainfield, N.J. 07061 
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, Webster defines praise as' 'an act 
of praising; commendation, laud­
ation; the offering of grateful" 
homage in words or song, as an 
act of worship." "Just" is defined 
many ways, but the first six def­
initions refer to truth,. justice, 
principles, etc. The twelth definition 
is "only or merely" and the thirteenth 
is "actually, truly, positively. " 

In the past few years, I have had a 
terrible time justifying that phrase, 
"just praise." Many times during 
prayer I hear, "Lord, I just pray 
that-----," or "Lord, I just praise 
You for ----." I was under the im­
pression that to "just pray" or 
"just praise" was something that 
was done because we didn't know 
what else to do! I racked my brain 
for another word to put in there; 
"only" seemed so meager and 
"really" sounded to me like I was 
trying to convince God of my sin­
cerity. But when I checked my 
dictionary and. found "actually, 
truly, positively," what a dimension 
was added! To truly 'praise or 
actually and positively pray; what a 
difference! "Ask all., things, be-
lieving-----." . 

Philippians 4:8 says, "Finally (/" 
brethren, whatever is true, what­
ever is honorable, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is of good repute, if there 

,is any excellence and if anything 
worthy of praise, let your mind 
dwell on these things. " 

James 5:13 says, "Is anyone a­
mong you suffering? Let him pray. 
Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing 
praises. " 

Praise, then, is an action that 
allows us to offer homage to our 
Heavenly Father for those gifts 
He so richly bestows on us. And to 
just praise can mean to truly do so. 

So many times I come to the 
Lord because of habit, because of 

. sadness, because I have one huge 
problem on my hands and don't 
know where else to turn. But how 
many times have I come to the Lord 
full of joy--bubbling over with love 
and gratitude and' wanting to share 
that joy with Him who gave it? 
The times aren't all that numerous. 
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OUf girls rush to tell their daddy 
all the things that have happened' 
throughout the day--who they played 
with, what they did, where they went. 
They want him to share' in their 
happiness, and he wants to share 
these things with them, to be iq­
eluded. Well, our Heavenly Father 
loves us more than OUf earthly 
fathers. Matthew 7: 11 tells us, "If 
you then, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your children, 
how more shall your Father who is 
in heaven give what is good to those 
who ask Him!" 

Praise is sometimes giving thanks 
for things we don't understand. 
Ephesians 5:19 ... 20 tells us, "Speak­
ing to yourselves in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody in your heart 
to the Lord; Giving thanks always 
for' all things unto God and the 
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. " 

Let us, like David in Psalm 22:22, 
"declare thy name unto my brethren; 
in the midst of the congregation will 
I praise thee." Let's just praise the 
Lord! 0 

Let's 
Just(?) 
Praise 

the 
Lord 

by Billie Wheeler 
Nortonville, KS 



r--
'{ , 

I' 

! 

4 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 3, 1977 

. sto the delegates at 
I send warmest greett7

nf General Conference. 
the ,seventh Day Bap ~s .. 

, . t ative body of your 
As the highest ad~~n~s r leadership respon-
Churcl'l, you have~~p~:~:~;tions will influence 
sibilities. Your ef~'th across our country 
individuals of your a~ 
and abroad. 

" our dedication to. world-
I espec~allY applaud Y d '11 and I acknowledge 
wide brot~erhood and gooo~~ c~mpassionate 
the posit~ve.effe~t of ~ the many individuals 
programs ~n the l~VeSt °ith your rewarding work. 
who come ~nto contac w 

a most stimulating and productive 
I wish you 
session. 
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Lesson III: "What Will Jesus' Return Look Like?" 

Introduction: The return of Jesus is the climax of the 
gospel. It is a time of reward. Without 

His return the cross loses its meaning. The cross is the 
seed-sowing of God's love; the second coming is the 
harvest time. It is the homegoing of God's people. What 
a tremendous day of triumph it will be for those who 
died waiting for Christ, and for those who are yet alive 
when He returns. Oh, praise His name forevermore! 

HWhen Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
And there proclaim, my God, how great thou art!! JJ 

- Carl Boberg 

It is important that we understand what Jesus' return 
will look like, so we will not be fooled by any "comings " 
of false christs. Satan will attempt to deceive the very 
elect if possible. 

1. How startling will the appearance of Jesus' coming 
be? (Combine the verses to make an answer in your 
own words when possible throughout the lesson.) 
Answer: Matt. 24:27,30; 2 Peter 3:10 ___ _ 

Note: Also, in Daniel 10:5,6 we read that Jesus' 
face will have the appearance of lightning, and in 
Rev. 1: 16 we are told that His face was the sun 
shining in full strength; And Rev. 6:14 tells us the 
very sky will look like it is unrolling. Yes, Jesus' 
return will be startling, and to the unprepared it 
will be most terrifying. See Rev. 6: 15-17. 

2. Will there by anyone on earth who will not actually 
see Jesus coming? 
Answer Revelation 1:7 How many eyes will 
see him? ~~ __ --::-::-__ ~ _____ _ 
Note: Jesus' return will certainly command entire 
worldwide attention. There will be nothing secret 
about it. As we read in Matt. 24:30, He comes in 
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 

October 1977 

,. ' .. ..'. ~i 

~" 

.~~~ 
... 

1···.'·· 
~'" 

, 
,!" J I 

.... 

by Pastor Leroy Bass 
There are those ~ho teach, falsely, that Jesus has 
already returned. Their views are not Scripturally 
sounu. 

3. Does He come'alone, or does He have company with 
Him? Answer: Matt 25:31 and 2 Thess, 1:7 

Note: Do you know what the appearance of only 
one angel was like at the tomb of Jesus? In Matt. 
28:2,3 you will find the answer. Look it up, Picture 
the effect this will be with multiplied numbers of 
angels. We know that our Lord has certainly not . 
yet come. . . 

4. Will He come bearing the sins of mankind? Answer: 
Hebrews 9:28 What does He come for? _ 
.' ... . Note: His sin-bearing 

~nest1y m.Illlstry III heaven's courts for confessing 
SIllners WIll be' forever ended shortly before He 
leaves heaven to come back, as King of kings and 
Lord oflords. 

5. How else is the lightning-like appearance of Jesus' 
. return described? And what is it for? Answer: 
2 Thess. 1:8 and Matt. 13:40-42 ~_~---..\ __ 

Note: Jesus told His disciples that the fiery de­
struction of Sodom, from heaven, is a type of the 
fiery destruction of the wicked in the end of the world 
at the day of His corning in' power. Read Luke 17:29,30. 

6. In. what way does t~e Lord Jesus use His accompany­
mg angels to aSSIst Him? Answer: Matt. 13:39 last 
part. . And Verse 49 -
And 24:31 ~_:---::--_:---_"---___ , 
Also review question #5 again to understand th~ 
angels' part in that. 

7. How shall Jesus be heard as He descends from . 
heaven? Answer 1 Thess.4: 16; and Matt. 24:31 and .. 
1 Cor. 15:52. __________ _ 

(continued on page 32) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 3, 1977 

I send warmest greetings to the delegates at 
the Seventh Day Baptist General·conference. 

As the highest adI?inistratir:a~~~~h~~~~~~on-. 
Church, .you have l.mdP~:~:~!tions will influence 
sibilitl.es. Your e l. 'try 
individuals of your faith aoross our coun 
and abroad. 

. 1 d your dedication to world-
I especl.ally app au d '11 and I acknowledge 
wide brotherhood and goo Wl., . 
the positive effect of your compas~l.~~~i~uals 

on the lives of the many l.n 
~~~g~~:: into contact with your rewarding work. 

I wish you a most stimulating and productive 
• sessl.On• 

_____ L 

<.:/HrI7 
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Lesson III: "What Will Jesus' Return Look Like?" 

Introduction: The return of Jesus is the climax of the 
. gospel. It is a time of reward. Without 

His return the cross loses its meaning. The cross is the 
seed-sowing of God's love; the second coming is the 
harvest time. It is the homegoing of God's people. What 
a tremendous day of triumph it will be for those who 
died waiting for Christ, and for those who are yet alive 
when He returns. Oh, praise His name forevermore! 

HWhen Christ shalJcome with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
And there proclaim, my God, how great thou art!!" 

...., Carl Boberg 

It is important that we understand what Jesus' return 
will look like, so we will not be fooled by any' 'comings" 
of false christs. Satan will attempt to deceive the very 
elect if possible. 

1. How startling will the appearance of Jesus' coming 
be? (Combine the verses to make an answer in your 
own words when possible throughout the lesson.) 
Answer: Matt. 24:27,30; 2 Peter 3:10 ____ _ 

Note: Also, in Daniel 10:5,6 we read .that Jesus' 
face will have the appearance of lightning, and in 
Rev. 1:16 we are told that His face was the sun 
shining in full strength. And Rev. 6:14 tells us the 
very sky will look like it is unrolling. Yes, Jesus' 
return will be startling, and to the unprepared it 
will be most terrifying. See Rev. 6: 15-17 . 

2. Will there by anyone on earth who will not actually 
see Jesus coming? . 
Answer Revelation 1:7 How many eyes will 
see him? ~:--__ -:-::-_---: ______ _ 
Note: Jesus' return will certainly command entire 
wor1d~ide attention. !here will be nothing secret 
about It. As we read m Matt. 24:30, He comes in 
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 
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There are those who teach, falsely, that Jesus has 
already returned. Their views are not Scripturally 
sounu. 

3. Does He come alone, or does He have company with 
Him? Answer: Matt 25:31 and 2 Thess. 1:7 

Note: Do you know what the appearance of only 
one angel was like at the tomb of Jesus? In Matt. 
28:2,3 you will find the answer. Look it up. Picture 
the effect this will be with multiplied numbers of 
angels. We know that our Lord has certainly not 
yet come. 

4. Will He come bearing the sins of mankind? Answer: 
Hebrews 9:28 What does He come for? _ 

, .. , . Note: His sin-bearing 
pnestly mlntstry m heaven's courts for confessing 
sinners will be forever ended shortly before He· 
leaves heaven to come back, as King of kings and 
Lord of lords. 

5. How else is the lightning-like appearance of Jesus' 
return described? And what is it for? Answer: 
2Thess. 1:8 and Matt. 13:40-42 _____ _ 

Note: Jesus told His disciples that the fiery de­
struction of Sodom, from heaven, is a type of the 
fiery destruction of the wicked in the end of the world 
at the day of His coming in power. Read Luke 17:29,30. 

6. In, what way does t~eL~rd Jesus use His accompany- . 
mg angels to asSISt Hlffi? Answer: Matt. 13:39 last 
part. . And,Verse 49 -
And 24:31 ----::--'7.:"""-~-'---~--­
Also review question #5 again to understand th~ 
angels' part in that. 

7. How shall Jesus be heard as He descends 'from 
heaven? Answer 1 Thess. 4:16; and Matt. 24:31 and 
1 Cor. 15:52. ____ ------_____ _ 

(continued on page 32) 
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Approximately 300 years before Christ, Aristotle 
wrote a book attempting to define goodness. For him 
goodness was behavior acceptable to the community in 
whic~ one lives. An individual learns goodness (moral 
behaVIor) through experience and practice. Aristotle said 
that t~e object ~f moral behavior is happiness. Proper 
behavIor results III happiness for the indiyidual and for 
othe~s who ~bserv~ him or ~ve ~th him in his community. 
ObVIously, l.f o.ne s· ~ehavI~r IS bad or unacceptable to 
the commuI1!ty III ~hich he lives then he will be unhappy. 
Thus, happmess IS the test of goodness for Aristotle. 

Not too far from where Aristotle lives in Athens 
Oreec.e, the~e lived a small group of people called 
IsraelItes. Smce the days of a man called Moses 
several ~housand years before, the Israelite people had 
had theIr own standard for goodness. It was known as 
the Ten Commandments. Like Aristotle's criteria for 
goodness the~e rules identified what was acceptable 
~moral) ~ehavlOr. But the Jewish standard was different 
m that I~ was estab~ished byOod rather than by the 
commumty. In the .lIfe of the Jews one's responsibility 
t~ G~d became as l.mportant as one's responsibility to 
hIS nelghbor. FulfillIng responsibility meant obeying the 
law. Goodness was obedience. 

. Fortunately for us and all others who have lived in the 
p~st 2000 years, another man lived who was able to set a 
stIll better standard for human behavior. This man was 
Jesus of Nazareth. Because Jesus was a Jew He was 
already well trained in the standard set by the Ten 
l<?°ktnmand dmh ents. We find a great deal of what He taught 
III e to tern. 
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Jesus was primarily concerned, however, not about 
responsibility or about minimum standards. He was 
concerned about relationships. First of all our relationship 
to God, then our relationship to each other. He talked 
about the ultimate relationships in terms of the Kingdom 
of God. Everything He taught was to prepare us for 
entry into that Kingdom. The Kingdom, which was 
imminent for Christ, calls for a totality of God's 
presence and a personal relationship on the part of all 
people to God and to each other under a new standard 
oflove. 

Jesus' prayer for His disciples helps us to understand 
this relationship: "My prayer for all of them is that they 
will be of one heart and mind, just as You and I. are, 
Father-that just as You are in Me and I am in You, so 
they will be in Us, and the world will believe You sent 
Me" (John 17:21 LB). 

Jesus demands more than adherence to God's law. He 
wants absolute and unlimited obedience to the will of 
God (Matthew 5:33). But how are we to know what the 
will of God is? What is this Kingdom of God all about?" 

Jesus did not write a book to explain what He 
understands goodness to be. Instead He tells us stories 
about life. He tells us stories like the one about the Good 
Samaritan and the one aoout the servants who were given 
talents by their master. Then He causes us to define for 
ourselves what goodness is. Jesus shows us what good· 
ness is: "Love one another as I have loved you, that you 
also love one another" (John 15:12, 17). Jesus leads 
the way: "If anyone wants to come with me, he must 
forget himself, carry his cross and follow me" (Mark 
8:34). 

October 1977 

Pastor Dale D. Thorngate 
Columbus, Ohio· 

Goodness 

Thus as we understand His stories, as we imitate His , " . 
behavior, as we follow Jesus-we discover the Kmgdom 
of God. For Aristotle happiness for one's self and others 
in the community. was the standard for goodness. For 
Jesus, the result of Christian moral goodness is the 
realization of the Kingdom of God. 

In Matthew 7:16--20 He says, "You will know thelll by 
their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorns, or figs 
from thistles? So, every sound tree bears good fruit, 
but the bad tree bears evil fruit. ... Thus you will know 
them by their fruits." 

Paul indicates in Galatians 5:22 that goodness, along 
with the other fruits, is given to us by the Spirit. That 
means that it is not something that we obtain by hard 
work. On the contrary, the fruits come to us as a result 
of our faith in Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit then 
rewards us with all the fruits. We know that the Holy 
Spirit" is working in the lives of Christians when they 
produce goodness. 

"'Yes, I am the Vine; you are the branches. Who- . 
ever lives in Me and I in him shall produce a large crop 
o//ruit"(John 15:5).0 

Dale D. Thorngate is pastor of'the 
First Seventh Day Baptist Church of 
Columbus, Ohio. 
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Rev. Rex Burdick 

During this Conference year we have begun to get 
. used to the idea of thinking in terms of the impossible; 
of daring and even doing the impossible--of seeing the 
imp~~ible become possible. 

But, we ask in a serious vein, is that not some kind of 
spiritual double-talk? Is it not the jargon of an unreal­
me ideaJi9n? Does it not merely refltn . the other worldly 
attitude of those Christians who cannot relate to this 
world's real people, real needs, and real conditions? Do 
we noiknow very well that it is impossible for humans . 
to do the impossible? 

Of course, we know that God can do the impossible. 
We all are ready to affirm that "God can do anything." 
We have heard many times this week the assertion of the 
Scriptures· that "with God all things are possible" 
(Mk. 10:27). But that does not mean that we poor humans .. 
can do the impossible--or does it? . 

Our Conference president is convinced that it means 
. . precisely that--that the impossible becomes gloriously 
. possible for Christians. And many more of us are also 

persuaded that,ithis .is true. So we can wholeheartedly 
enter into the spirit of our Conference theme. 

f 

. The impossible becomes possible for the Christian, 
not through grit and determination as sometimes we like 

. to think, nor by an extra shot of adrenalin in the blood 
stream, but the impossible becomes possible for the 
Christian thro1,lgh his complete surrender to God. 

Daring the impossible as a s,ervant people begins with 
a correct relationship with God and ends with a correct 
relationship with people. 

8 

DARING THE 
IMPOSSIBLE AS 
A SERVANT PEOPLE 

SABBATH 
MORNING 
MESSAGE 

1. If Sev~nth Day Baptists are to dare and do the im­
possible as a servant people, it will be so to the same 
extent that we are inclose relationship with God. 

Part of this relationship is that God lives in us and 
works through us. Let us take note of a few BIble ~ 
that.tell us that we have Power Unlimited--with God in 
us. 

"~t is God who is at work in you," Paul said, "both 
to WIll and to work for His good pleasure" (philip 2: 13 
NASB). Similarly, he wrote to the Galatians, "I have 
been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I who live, 
but Christ lives in me" (2:20-NASB), and he wrote to 
the Colossians of "Christ in you the hope of glory" 
(I :27-NASB). ' 

In t~e context of the promised gift of the Holy Spirit 
to belIevers, Jesus said, "He who believes in me the 
works that I do shall he do also, and greater works than 
the~e. shall he do" (John 14: 12-NASB). That is, the 
Onistian, ~ the power of the Holy Spirit fesiding in him, 
can and wI~1 do greater works than were done by the 
LordJesus m the days of His earthly ministry. 

.. Pa~l: speaking out ~f his own spiri~ual experiences, 
saId, I can do all thmgs through HIm (Christ) who 
strengt~ensme" (Philip. 4:13-NASB). Surely the Bible 
ma~e.s It abundantly clear that the means by which the 
0uisIian ~y accomp~ the ~bIC is by the power 
of the AlmIghty dwe!hng in us and working through us. 
If Seventh Day BaptIst are powerless in their work, it is 
because we have not allowed God to be at home in us 
nor have ,we appropriated the unlimited power of God 
which is ever available to us. 
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I have a garden hose lying in my back yard. It's empty 
and useless at this moment, and will be until it is attached 
to the ~ater supply. Then as the water flows into it and '\ 
fills it, it throbs and leaps about, a thing almost alive. 
But when filled, it again lies silent, lethargic, swollen, 
useless. Filled with water but doing nothing, the hose 
does not serve its purpose until the nozzle is opened aJ­
lowing the life-giving water to flow through to refresh 
and bring life to the grass, flowers and shrubs. 

It is a perfectly good hose: it behaves itself very well; 
it doesn't leak; it can hold water. In fact, it can be full 
of that life-giving substance, but it is quite useless until 
the water flows through it to service the yard-until 
it shares its contents freely with the arid ground. 

Now, isn't that jlN tike our Christian experience often 
appears? We Christians go to the Source to be filled, we 
experience some kind of spiritual . "high" as the Holy Spirit 
fills our lives, but often we do not allow that precious 
filling, to flow through us to service the arid livei of others 
around us. We have become containers of salvation, 
containers of the Holy Spirit, as we have allowed God's 
blessings to flow into our lives. We ought not to be con­
tainers; we ought to be conduits. We have kept Christ's 
life within us when we ought to be allowing it to flow 
through us. 

Someone has said, ''Love seeks not limits, but outlets." 
Service is one of the outlets for the love of God residing 
in us and channeled through us. 

Another part of the close relationship with God that . 
allows us· to dare and do the iInpa;slble is oor ~ 
to be used as a tool in the Master's hand. The New Test­
ament talks much about the Christian's relationship to 
Jesus as His servant or bond-slave. While it says that we 
are the friends of Jesus and the objects of His love, it 
also says we are His servants or bond-slaves, tools to be 
used in His hand. 

I remember hearing Pastor Loyal Hurley talk about 
the familiar chorus, "Safe Am I in the Hollow· of His 
Hand," and holding out his big hand, he would con­
tinue, "Sheltered o'er in His love for evermore." 

We have placed ourselves in God's hands to be pro­
tected, "Sheltered o'er by His love ... " But also we 
are in God's hand to be His instruments, to be 
tools in His Hand, used to accomplish His purposes 
in the world. The committed Christian will want to be a 
well honed, well maintained tool, ready to do a good 
job for the Lord. 

The third part of this relationship with God that 
allows us to do the impossible is our desire to be shaped 
into the pattern of His dear Son. 

We are getting ready for a wedding at our house. Mrs. 
Burdick and our daughter, Martha,hurried out and 
bought several yards of nice material to make her gown, 
then, comparing it with the pattern, found out that it 
wouldn't quite do. The material wasn't right for the 
pattern. Oh well, no problem! Cut the pattern down 
here and there to fit the cloth! No harm done! 

October 1977 

Daring the impossible as a servant 
people begins with a correct 
relationship with God and ends with 
a correct relationship with people. 

No! No! That's not the way it was done at all. All of 
you know that. They very carefully selected the cloth, 
then cut the cloth to fit the pattern. That's the way you 
make a nice dress. 

Now, Jesus is our perfect pattern. But so often we 
have cut Him down to our size. We have cut the pattern 
to fit the cloth. No wonder we are powerless Christians 
when we so often refuse to be shaped after the perfect 
Model. What a wonderful, wonderful model He is for 
our lives and service! Then, owning Him as our perfect 
pattern, let us see Him and match our lives to the model. 

See Him as a servant Lord! 
Touching the lives of the lonely, 

. Touching the bodie~ of the lepers, 
Touching the eyes of the sightless, 
Touching the hearts of the heartless! 
See Him as a servant Master! 

Our Example in Humility 

In New Testament times it was customary when 
people came to the house for any reason,' instead of 
shaking their hands and taking their coats, to wash 
their feet. This was done because dirt and sand from· 
the wayside would get onto their sandalled feet and 
between their toes, making them very uncomfortable . 
It was customary to wash their feet to make them com­
fortable. It was usually a slave's business to do this 
chore if the household could afford the services of a 
slave. 

. Supper was prepared in the upper room that evening 
as the time of Jesus' suffering was approaching. Here 

(continued on page 30) 
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. Conference 
Theme 

During the last year I have searched for a theme 
which would offer a challenge to Seventh Day Baptists 
during 1977 and 1978. Two years ago Gary Cox 
challenged us with the theme "Fellowship in Light. " 
He asked if God had given Seventh Day Baptists a 
special light regarding the Sabbath and whether we 
were sharing that light and the light of Jesus Christ 
with others. Conference at Houghton College in 1976 
was a deep spiritual experience for many people as 
they basked in the light of Energy, Truth, Purity, 
Warmth and Hope. 

In 1977 we were challenged with the theme' 'Daring 
the Impossible" (with the im crossed out) and during 
the past year we have seen how "all things are 
possible through God. ". . 

We began "Commitment to Growth" at Houghton 
and have been daring the exciting impossible of church 
growth during 1977. T"-is has been a year of prepara­
tion developing growth eyes and people eyes. We have 
seen many people in our churches catch fire and turn 
declining membership around to significant growth 
rates. 

John Wimber of Fuller Evangelistic Association the 
consultant for our denominational "Commitment to 
Growth" program spoke to us about small churches 
He also de~crib~d the co.ncep~ ~f primary group. . 
9ne of theIr m~Jor charactenstlcs, he pointed out, 
IS the strong pnmary group. This primary group is 
that circle ofmembeJ:"s (between 40 and 60 members) 
who control and support most of the activities in the 
local church. This group is very fraternal and works 
hard to perpetuate the group/church. They know 
al~ost ~verything about each other and are a close 
kmt socIety. In fact, their tight-knit relationship may 
become a problem. A.s those outside the group, . 
newcomers approachmg the church to join may feel 
sh~t out. The ¥roup ~ight be described as thick 
skmned. The tIght skm both keeps people in and keeps 
~thers out. If a church is to grow, it must expand 
Itself.and allow others in to the primary group by . 
creatmg space for them, by becoming porous. 

The Sabbath Recorder . 

Dr. Wimber challenged us each to make a n~w friend 
even though ~e may be comfortaJJle with those in . 
our own primary group. We need to open ourselves, 
bring someone in, invite him/her to our home on 
a continuing basis, and make a new friend. 

With this background, I selected John 15: 1-17, 
for special study during the year. This Scripture deals 
with the concept of Jesus as the true vine and 
Christians as branches. 

He said in John 15:5, "I am the vine, you are the 
branches." What was the background for this 
statement? William Barclay points out that the nation 
of Israel was considered to be the Vine of God. 
The Vine was the symbol of"Israel. If you were 
of Jewish blood, you were saved because you were . 
part of His Chosen People. If you obeyed the 
Mosaic laws and were a member of "the family" 
that was all that was r~quired. The vine was carved 
on the entrance to the Temple and it was considered 
an honor to contribute gold to add another branch 
on the vine or even add a grape to a cluster. 
The vine was brown on the doorpost of many homes 
and could be found allover the country as a ground 
cover. It grew wild. 

But in John 15:1, Jesus said, "I am the true vine, 
you are branches. " The only way to God was through 
Jesus Christ who recognizes God as His Father, not 
Jewish law or Jewish blood. 

Jesus said in Verse 5, "He who abides in me, and 
I in him, he it is that bears much fruit." "Abide in Me." 
Can you relate to those words? I had to think about 
them a great deal and found that to abide in Him 
I must fill my self with His words. I must immerse 
myself, soak up their richness and fill my life with 
His word. By this we can let the words produce fruit 
in our own lives. Just as the vine grows, God grows 
in us. Just as blossoms appear on the vine and grow, 

. the words of Christ grow in us. God waters us, provides 
the sun, and warmth if we accept His will. We grow as 
do the flowers if we live in God's blessings and love. 
So in Verse 7, it says "If you abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ask whatever you will, and it shall be done 
for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear 
much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples." As the 
blossoms mature, fruit begins and soon there is 
luscious, juicy, full-grown fruit. 

October 1977 

~ PresidentRichard Shepard . 

By studying the fruit, we can see also a very strong 
analogy to what John Wimber said. Notice that the 
spheres, those roundmoisturefilled grapes, have space 
around and in between them. In the same way John . 
Wimber pointed out that the church must be porous. 
There is space for people to come in. There is space 
for people to live. 

Fruit produced like this in the Christian's life results 
in fruit produced in the Church. Growth in Jesus Christ's 
Church. The theme I have chosen is "Bearing the 
Fruit. " 

We have fellowshipped in the light that Godgave 
us in terms of His Son and the Sabbath. We have 
dared the impossible in our lives and prepared ourselves 
to grow. It is now time to start bearing the fruit. 
God is glorified when we bear much fruit and prove 
to be His disciples: "If you keep my commandments, 
you will abide in my love just as I have kept my 
Father's commandments and abide inHis love." 
"Bearing the Fruit." Jesus also points out in verse 
16, " you did not chooseme,but I chose you and 
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit 
and that your fruit should abide; so that whatever 
you ask the Father in my name, he may give it 
to you." Those are such beautiful thoughts. We 
were chosen by God--we didn't choose Him--and were 
appointed to bear fruit and that fruit should abide 
in our lives and in the lives of others. 0 

\ 
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GOD'S 
Beautiful 

'- ..... 

Woman 
By Gerry VanDyke 

I know a beautiful woman. I spoke with her today, 
and as she stood and smiled at me, as she truly 
listened to me, as she shared my burdens and re­
joiced in my victories, I experienced again the beauty 
of God's love in her face. . 

This beautiful woman I know is truly a person . 
filled with the Holy Spirit. She is not pious or "holier-

12 

Myrna and Marie 
Mattbis of tbe Baptist 
World Alliance; 

Gary and Myrna Cox 

than-thou" but she is a person who loves you just 
-where you are at. If you,'re discourage~ and dis-· . 
illusioned, she doesn't quote worn-out platitudes and 
cliches to you. She genuinely feels with you. If you 
ne~d hope and encouragement she knows just how to 
give it without making you feel guilty or st~pid. If you 
have a success, you;can share. it with her without feeling 
as though you were bragging or boasting, because she 
is genuinely happy with you. 

I know she spends a lot of time in prayer. Oh, she 
doesn't hand out mimeographed copies of her prayer 
lists, but daily you can see the results of her love and 
care. 

She is truly a leader. Not because she coerces or 
, demands, and she is not a slave driver. But her ability 
to inspire others has caused many to do things far 
beyond what they have felt they were capable of. 

Perhaps this beautiful woman has touched your 
life in a very special way, too. She is Myrna Davis Cox, 
who has served our denomination as president of the 
Women's Board since 1973. Myrna and her family 
have given much so that she could serve us in such a 
loving way. Myrna works full time as the bookkeeper 
for Fairview High School in Boulder, Colo.; and she 
is the mother of three active boys, Mike, Rod, and 
Gregg. Just trying to keep track of her husband Gary's 
busy schedule would be a full-time job for most women 
yet somehow or other she does it all without seeming to 
be frustrated or bogged down. She is deaconess in the 
Denver Church, and has successfully formed a junior 
church program for the young children. Add to this the 
responsibility of attending Church Women United 
meetings, North America Baptist Women's Alliance 
being on the Planning Committee, and taking time t~ 
visit various churches in the denomination so that many 
can capture the feel of what the Women's Board is 

. all about, and so Myrna can bring back to the board 
the needs and wishes of all our women and you have 
a seemingly impossible schedule. Yet Myrna always 
seems to have time to listen, to encourage, to entertain, 
and to be a real person. 

We want to thank Myrna for being willing to give so 
much of herself to so many of us. From each woman 
who has worked so closely with her on the Women's 
Board, we would like to express our deep gratitude. 
Her leadership and vision as she worked with the Plan­
ning~ommittee will have far-reaching effects for many 
years to come, particularly through the Reach Out Now 
Program. We are sad to see Myrna leave the presidency 
of the Women's Board, but we know her work for . 
God's Kingdom will continue. ' 

We also want to thank Gary, Rod Mike and Gregg 
for all the giving they have done to ~ake her work 
possible, and for sharing Myrna with us. 

. Jesus said, "Fo~if you give, you will get. Your gift 
wIll return to you In full and overflowing measure 
pressed dpwn, shaken together to make room for :nore, 
and runmng ove~. Whatever measure you use to give, 
large or small, wIll be used to measure what is given 
back to you. " 
. Enjoy your large portion, Myrna, and may God 

flchly bless you. D' . 

The Sabbath Recorder 
I 

Women's Society 

The SUNBURST presentation by the Women's So­
ciety at General Conference was prepared and carried 
out by the president, Myrna Cox, with actual prepara­
tion and art work done by Barbara (Mrs. Ed.) Hansen. 
In the center, the name of the organization, encircled 
by the Board of Directors, the entire group of gov­
erning members, and the Executive Committee; this is 
made up of president, vice:-president, secretary (corre­
sponding 'and recording), treasurer, and editor of 
Women's Page in the Recorder as well as of the News­
letter. 

, 
Radiating out from the center are the various com- . 

mittees, goals and projects. Also flowing out are those 
endeavors to be a part of the l,arger fellowship of Christ. . 
This entire program, with each goal, committee and 
part, is available to be used in the local society. 
So many people seem to wonder what the function 
of our Women's Board is and ihis is an interesting 
way to describe it. 

If your society would like to use the SUNBURST 
with accompanying explanation, write to Mrs. Elno (Ada) 
Davis, 1645 Miller St., Lakewood, CO 80215, telephone 
303-499-8862. 0 

These fraternal delegates attended the recent Conference sessions. 
They are President Terril D. Littrell of the Bible Sabbath 
Association; Rev. Floyd N. Boston, Advent Christian General 
Conference; Dr. and Mrs. Harry E. Coulter, American Baptist 
Churches; Commander Paul S. Kaiser, The Salvation Army; 
Elder Leo Van Dolson, Seventh-Day Adventist Conference, Elder 
Wesley Walker, Church of God, Seventh Day; Elder Robert 
Coulter, president of the Church of God, Seventh Day; Dr. Carl 
W. Tiller, Baptist World Alliance, and Editor Eugene Lincoln of 
the Sabbath Sentinel. Not pictured Dr. Gerald R. Borchert, dean 
of Nortbern Baptist Theological Seminary and Dr. Arthur C. Border 
representing the American Bible Society. (photo courtesy of George 
Johnson) 
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PlLG,RIMS'SOJOURN 

I invite you to join me and other Seventh Day Baptists on 
a journey of a lifetime to the very places where Jesus 
walked, where Paul visited, and where the stories of the 
Bible come alive. 

Write to me for further information if you would like 
to be a }mt of a Seventh Day Baptist 0J:ient00 tour to the 
Holy Land. Hurry, time is short! . . 

DEPARIURE DATE: ,February 28 through March 14, 1978 
TOTAL COST: $1,298.00 per person. 
PIA~ VISD1NG: Israel, ~, Rome, Jordan, and 
perhaps Syria. 

Dean Herbert E. Saunders 
510 Watchung Ave., Box 868 
Plainfield, New Jersey 07061 

or call: (201) 561-8700 or 757-0555 
Maybe you'd like to, send your pastor! 
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. The denominational publisher, 
John D. Bevis, reports new develop- -
ments and major personnel changes 
at the Seventh Day Baptist Publishing 
H:()use in Plainfield, N. J . 

NEW - EQUIPMENT. -Over 
the past four years the publishing 
house has been engaged in a change- -
over of our entire plant to a more 
efficient and effective method of 
production as well as an improve-

_ ment in the work flow procedures. 

In September 1973, a neW Heidel­
berg Kord offset press was deliv­
ered, the harbinger of more colorful 

'and appealing publications for 
-Seventh Day Baptists. In January of 
1974 the monthly Sabbath Recorder 
was introduced and today continues 
to enjoy wide support as the official 
journal for Seventh Day Baptists 
in the United States.and even around 
the world. 

For many years all type was set on 
a Linotype machine as a part of the 
"hot metal" letterpress system. 
The use of hot metal however has 
given way in the printing industry to 
"cold-type", a photographic pro­
cess. In this revolutionary process 
the photo images rather than molten 
lead compose the printed page. 
In 1975 a Compuwriter was pur­
chased thus introducing this new 
process into our operation. The new 
machine not only allowed us to 
be more creative in our typesetting, 
butal~o greatly reduced production 
costs,so that in 1977 the cost of 
producing the Sabbath Recorder 
has been reduced. This -lower pro- -
duction cost frees monies that may 
now be uSed in some other aspect of 
the -Lord's work. We feel a great 
responsibility.for being good stew­
ards of the Lords's funds. 
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NEW FACILITIES. - In recent 
weeks the shop area of the _ pub­
lishing house has undergone a trans­
formation. The compugraphic ma­
chine has been removed from the 
basement and jnstalled in a newly­
constructed, temperature-controlled' 
room adjacent to the press. 

A second room has been built to 
house the plate-making equipment 
and to provide' for a darkroom when 
in the future we are able to pur­
chase a camera. The entire pub­
lication process is now done in our 
own facility by our own staff except 
for the camera work. 

The major partion of this new 
construction work was accomplish­
ed by dedicated volunteer labor. 
Much remains to be done, however 
we are -happy now to be using 
these new facilities. -

NEW PERSONNEL. - Several per­
sonnel changes are significant to the 
denomination's printing ministry. 

Phil and. Peg Van Horn, who 
have served as printer and type­
setter, have resigned. They have re­
turned to their hometown of North 
Loup, , Nebr., after giving several 
years' labor at headquarters. They 
will be operating their own hard­
ware business on Main Street in 
North Loup. We are appreciative of 
their dedication to the Lord's work 
and pray His continued blessings 
in their new endeavors. 

Leon Clare, formerly of Alfred 
and Berlin, N.Y., has joined the 
staff as printer. A - graduate of 
Salem College, Leon studied for a 
year at Eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Philadelphia. Leon and 
his wife, _ Sandra Ellis Clare, are­
now settled in the area. "Sandy" 

Duse 

is employed as a house parent in a 
home for the mentally retarded. 

Our new typesetter is Mrs. Karen 
Goulet. Karen and her husband 
Mike have recently moved to New 
Jersey after serving in the U.S. Navy 
in the state of Maine for several 
years. Over a year ago they wrote 

'" -to the Tract Society office request­
ing information about Seventh Day 
Baptists. Mike is now enrolled at 
Northeastern Bible College in Essex 
Fells, N.J., where he is preparing 
for the ministry. 

CONTINUED SERVICE. - Mrs. 
Etta North O'Connor serves as 
proofreader, and also continues to 
handle subscriptions. Etta, who is 
well known among our people, has 
given many years of valuable set=vice 
to this ministry. She continues to 
play a _ vital role in getting our 
publications produced and in the 
mail. 

Serving as secretary to the pub­
lishing director is Patricia (Mrs. 
George) Cruzan. In addition to 
typing hundreds of letters each year, 
"Pat" assists with the audiovisual 
library as well as in the layout and 

, artwork of the various publications. 
Margaret (Mrs. Harry) Herres has 
been with the publishing house for 
many years and is in charge of our 
mailing. department. We are all 
quite sure that the operation could 

. not quite function without her 
. expert help. 

We are indeed thankful God for 
His leading and meeting our equip­
ment and personnel needs. Truly 

. this is His work and we are merely 
His . hands. "The Lord gave the 
word: great was the· company of 
those that published it" (Psalm 
68:11). D 
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Leon Clare 

Etta O'Connor 
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John D. Bevis 

Karen Goulet 

PatCmzan 

Margaret Herres 

Pbil and Peg Van Hom share "secrets" 
of tbe job witb Karen and Leon. 
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MISSION 

NOTES 

"Where. there 
is no vision 

the people 
perish" 

· • MALA WI - A letter from 
Stanley Mhezewa, pastor of the 
Thomas church, stated, "On June 
11, 1977 a special baptism meeting 
was held at Chief Tomasi area in 
Thyolo District. Nine. people were 
baptized by Pastor L. Mungoni; 
Mr. E. P. Mhurs preached. Two 
hundred and fifty people attended· 
the service. I never thought that we 
should be able to have such kind of 
a meeting, but it was God's plan 
and I. thank Him for this... May I 
end up my writing with a word of 
asking the Seventh Day Baptist be­
lievers in all parts of· the world to 
pray for the work at Thomasi." 
Again, man is filled with praise be­
cause the. impossible . was accom­
plished... Let us, the United 
States, look on this experience of 
our . brethren in Malawi when we 

. set our own goals for Commitment· 
to Growth and know that with God 
all things are possible! 
• GUYANA- The Guyana G~neral 
Conference was held at Dartmouth 
SDB Church from July 29 to 31. 
It is interesting to know the theme 
of their 1977 Conference - IfCa/led 
To Be Fruit-Bearers" based on John 
15:16. I think we might be able to 
say that th~ Lord had His hand in 
this since the USA General Confer­
ence themefor 1978 is "Bearing the 
Fruit. " 
• U.S.A.· - The Battle Creek, MI, 
SOB Church is to be host for the 
High Intensity Pastors Institute, 
Nov. 6-11. This church is a model of 
what Commitment to Growth' 
can bring about! Their faith pro­
jectionshave been consistently 
exceeded week-by week. PRAISE 
THE LORDU 
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• JAMAICA - While reports of the 
August Crusades are not yet avail­
able, it was noted at the July Con-· 
ference,held with the HigginTown 
SQB Church, that "Thirty-two in­
dividuals have volunteered to go on 
Crusade." In 1976 "there was an 
overall increase. of eighty souls 
saved during the Summer Crusade." 
• U.S.A. - The First Seventh Day 
Baptist Church of Upper East 
Tennessee is also organizing. The 

.. fall "Kick-Off" announcement 
stated, "We have had several visi­
tors at our worship service. 'Prayer 
and Praise' has become so large 
that it will need some new directions; 
new programs are being developed 
for Sabbath School." They meet in . 
the Bill Palmer home in Blountville, 
TN. PTL!! 
• GUYANA - Sam Peters writes 
"There is an increased deSire to serve 
God, and our young people are giv­
ing themselves more and more to the 
will of God. More tban ever tbey 
are becoming sensitive to God's will 
for tbeir lives, something that was 
completely foreign to tbem. Serving 
God to them was merely going to· 
church on Sabbath days. But thank 
God it means more these \ days." 
• MALAWI - Missionaries Menzo 
and Audrey Fuller spent· time in 
August at Mzuzu in the Northern 
Region (500 miles from Blantyre) 
relating to the new parsonage con­
struction and planned SOB church 
center. They returned to the south 
to participate in the Conference 
sessions at Makap",a, September· 
13-17. 

PRAYER [g 

A Prayer Reminder .. 
for Each Day!! 

NOVEMbER 1977 
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Verse for the month: HO God, in E 
mercy bless us; let your face beam R 
with joy as you look down at us. 
·Send us around the world with the 
news of your saving power and your 
eternal plan for all mankind. '" 

-Psalm 67: 1,2 LB 
• «, ~ 

I-For new friends I can love and'serve for 
Christ 

2-New SOB students at Jamaica Theological 
Seminary-Carlton A. Ferguson and David 
S. McLean 

3-The denominational reorganizational 
study group 

4-Thework of our Lord in Mzuzu, Malawi­
. Pastor A. K. Harawa 

S-Sabbath School Mission Offering (SSMO) 

6-High Intensity Pastors' Seminar, Battle 
Creek, MI-Consultant John Wimber 

7-Women's Board in Denver, CO-their new 
president, Mrs. Ada Davis 

S-SDB seminary students, USA-Dean Herbert 
. Saunders 

9-The new S.D.B. Church Center in Rangoon, 
Burma-Rev. L. Sawi Thanga 

to-Houston, TX SOB Church-Pastor Robert 
Babcock 

II-S.D.B. college students 
12-COMMITMENT· TO GROWTH-II in 

all of our churches and your pastor as he 
leads 

13-Lightbearers for Christ and their minis­
try-the new team members 

14-The goals my church is seeking to reach 
IS-James N. Siwani in Albert Luthuli College, 

South Africa, and for a new generation of 
church leaders 

16-Conference President Richard Shepard 
17-Sunshine Mountain Seventh Day Baptist 

Church-Rev. Ralph Hays 
lS-A richer more meaningful prayer life 
19-Doug and Jane Mackintosh as they min­

ister to the needs of the young people in 
Jamaica 

2O-Director of Evangelism Mynor G. Soper 
21-Pastor Stanley Mhezuwe at New SDB 

Church, Thomas, Malawi 
22-Pastor Sam Peters and the student pastors 

. in Guyana who will be completing their 
training soon 

23-Lone Sabbathkeepers 
24-THANK GOD· FOR HIS MANY 

BLESSINGS 
. 2S-Pastor Jin Sung Kim in Korea 
26-The discovery and implementation of my 

spiritual gift 

27 - The work of our Lord in the Philippines­
Rev. E. O. Ferraren, Conf. president 

28-The leading of our Lord in the work in 
India-Rev. B. John V. Rao 

29-S,D.B. Commission members 
30-The churches in our denomination who 

are either beginning new Growth Forces 
or who are just making their COMMIT­
MENT TO GROWTH (starting· from 
Phase I) . 
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The Gifts o/Life 
• ,N 

Are Yours To Share 
\ The Louis E. Neibauer materials which we are using 

for our deferred giving emphasis list four questions 
relative to the responsibilities God has given each of us: . 

1. What do you wish to do for yourself during your life­
time? 
2. What should you do for your dependents? 
3. What ought you to do for others? 
4. What can you do for Christ's work and witness in 
the world through your estate? 

We use the gifts of life to make our life as meaningful 
as possible. Some center everything about themselves 
and are miserable.I$Some share them as fully as possible 
and find joy in life .. 

o Please send information about Estate Planning. 

of life to provide the members 
those things make life meaning­

does riot take care of his relatives, 
of his own family, he has denied 

than an unbeliever" (1 Tim. 5:8) . o Add me to the mailing list to receive 
Estate Planning information. 

o I would like to confer with an Estate Planning Counselor 
to discuss my future plans. 

life, how far do we share? There 
we can help meet. It may be 

o Please send me a/ree copy of the following: 
o Peter Had Left No Will 
D. The Making of a Christian Will 
o The Christian and His Estate Plans 

some faraway land that we can 
life better for others. And each 

how much we desire to share and 

o What Your Executo(Will Need From You 
o I would like infofmtltion on: 

gifts of life so that the Kingdom 
. this earth? We share regularly as 
offerings to the church. o Annuities 0 Wills and Bequests 

Name 

Address ____ ~-------___ _ 
share our gifts of life for the ad­

.. uEl, .... "., .. of Christ beyond our life­
~U~JL~ are ways that this can be done. 

for our needs and the needs of 
lifetime; yet have the same capital 

: income, continue to support the 
are ways of doing this which 

save money as far as taxes, probate, etc., are con­
cerned if we plan far enough ahead. 

City ______ State ____ Zip __ 

may be property, investments, cash. The use of our 
material resources contributes to the development of 
our relationships both to God and our fellowman. 

God gave to man the management of all His creation 
upon this earth. Man became God's stewards. We are 
to use the creation of God making it productive and 
useful. for God's glory and human sustenance. "The 
Biblical concept of stewardship is that of a person 
accountable for the use of resource for which he has 
become responsible." 

Wisdo~ has to do with how we use our knowledge and 
skills in relationship to God and our fellowman. 

The test of stewardship comes in what we do with 
that which we call ours. It is not just what we give away, 
but also how we use what we have to be able to produce 
more. Note: the parable of the talents. 

October 1977 

We need to look to God for wisdom as we share the 
gi'fts of life. We need wisdom to be good stewards, to 
use our skills and knowledge fully .. We need wisdom as 
we provide for our needs and the needs of our families. 
May God grant us the wisdom to provide adequately, 
but not to the place where another's stewardship is 
weakened. We need wisdom as we seek to meet ,the 
needs of people less fortunate than ourselves. 

If you would like your gifts of life to continue to 
share in the building up Christ's Kingdom after your 
life on earth is over write to the Memorial Fund 
Trustees at Seventh Day Baptist National Headquarters 
and ask how you can put your estate or any part of it to 
work for Jesus Christ. They will be happy to confer 
with you - no obligation. 0 
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~RAYER C 
A Prayer Reminder 

for Each Day!! 

c 
o 
R 

is no vision 
the people 

perish" 

NOVEMBER 1977 'N, 

~ 

Verse for the month: "0 God, in E 
mercy bless us; let your face beam R 
with joy as you look down at us.' 
Send us around the world with the 
news of your saving power and your 
eternal plan for all mankind." 
. -Psalm 67:1,2LB 

I-For new friends I cim love and serve for 
Christ 

.MALAWI -' A letter from .JAMAICA· While reports of the 
Stanley Mhezewa, pastor of the August Crusades are not yet avail-

2-New SOB students at Jamaica Theological 
Seminary-Carlton'A. Ferguson and David 

Thomas church, stated, "On June able, it was noted at tht July Con-
11, 1977 a special baptism meeting 'ference, held with the Higgin Town 

S. McLean o:;:J, 

3-The denominational reorganizational 
study group 

4-The work of our Lord in Mzuzu, Malawi-
was held at Chief Tomasi area i~.~, ..-liUlWIbDIiI IIIW_U 
Thyolo District. Nine people Will.". 

. . '[ 

baptized by Pastor L. 
Mr .E. P~ Mhura preached. 
hundred and fifty people atte~nde~. 

. the service. I never thought that 
should be able to have such kind 
at meeting, but it was God's II ..... 

and I thank Him for this ... 
end up my writing with a word 
asking the Seventh Day Baptist 
lievers in all parts of the world 
pray for the work at Thomasi. 
Again, man is filled with praise 
cause the impossible was 
plished... Let us, the 
States, look on this experience 
our brethren in Malawi when 

, set our own goals for (;OlmDlitDrlen 
to Growth and know that with 
all things are possible! 
• GUYANA - The Guyana 
Conference was held at lnrlrWil1lufj 

SDB Church from July 29 to 3 
It is interesting to know the cneln. 

FIRST CLASS 

Permit No. 882 
Plainfield, New Jersey 

. d HI t 1 j Em, ~ m'r't"'W&t&t1M'f!fr!BR.R_~ 

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
No Postage Stamp Necessary if Mailed in the United States 

....... 
~w_ 2 0 65£ 

DR. GEORGE CRUZAN 
Memorial Fund Trustees 

SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

P.O. Box 868 
510 Watchung Ave .. 
Plainfield, N.J. 07061 

~a~ 

~mlll!i:imJt.i¥lllll!ifi@~ 

of their 1977 Conference - uCalled-----,~MtrJ"'l8l~~~~~qpu.~ ... --------
To Be Fruit-Bearers" based on John church on Sabbath days. But thank 20-Director of Evangelism Mynor G. Soper 
15:16. I think we might be able to God it means more these days." 21-Pastor Stanley Mhezuwe at New SOB 

MALAWI M·· . M Church, Thomas, Malawi 
say that the Lord had His hand in. - ISSlonanes enzo 22-Pastor Sam Peters and the student pastors 
this since the USA General Confer- and Audrey Fuller spent time in in Guyana who will be completing their 
ence theme for 1978 is HBearing the' August at Mzuzu in the Northern training soon . 
Fruit. ". ' Region (500 miles from Blantyre) 23-Lone Sabbath keepers 
• U.S.A. • The Battle Creek, MI,' relating to the new parsonage con- 24BI~~~GsGOD' FOR HIS MANY' 
SOB Church· is to be host for the struction and planned SDB church 25-Pastor Jin Sung Kim in Korea 
High Intensity Pastors Institute, center. They returned to the south 26-The discovery and implementation of my 
Nov. 6·11. This church is a model of to participate in the Conference spiritual gift 

what Commitment to Growth sessions at Makapwa, September 27-The work oj our Lord in the Philippines-
. Can bring about! Their faith pro- 13-17. Rev. E. O. Ferr(lren, Conj. president 
jections have been consistently 28-The leading of our Lord in the work in 
exceeded' week·by week. ~RAISE India-Rev. B. John V. Rao 

29-8,0.B. Commission members 
THE LORD!! 30-The churches in our denomination who 
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are either beginning new Growth Forces 
or who are just making their COMMIT­
MENT TO GROWTH (starting -from 
Phase I) 

The Sabbath Recorder 

, .. " '. . 

\ \. 

The Gi/tsofLife· 
Are Yours To Share 

The Psalmi~t writes: "What is man, that you think 
of him; mere man, that you care for him? Yet you made 
him inferior only to yourself; you crowned him with 
glory and honor. You appointed him ruler over every­
thing you made; you placed him over all creation ... " 
(psa. 8:4-6) . 

Man was made the supreme c{eature on this earth' 
through the will of God and was given dominion over 
all the earth by God. To be able to exercise this 
dominion, God gave man capacity for knowledge, 
skill, relationship and wisdom. Knowledge may be in­
creased and is through study and application. Skills may 
be developed and are through use. Relationships must be 
meaningful if life for man is to be what God intended 
it to be. These relationships are toward God. "Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, soul and 
mind." ,Love is relationship. Relationships are also to 
others. "Love your neighbor as yourself." (Eph. 5:29 
"No man ever hated his own flesh. ") 

The use of knowledge and skills is translated into 
resources which in legal terms are our "estate." This 
may be property, investments, cash. The use of our 
material resources contributes to the development of 
our relationships both to God and our fellowman. 

God gave to man the management of all His creation 
upon this earth. Man became God's stewards. We are 
to use the creation of God making it productive and 
useful for God's glory and human sustenance: "The 
Biblical concept of stewardship is that of a person 
accountable for the use of resource for which he has 

. become responsible." 

Wisdom has to do with how we use our knowledge and 
skills in relationship to God and our fellowman. 

The test of stewardship comes in what we do with 
that which we call ours. It is not just what we give away, 
but also how we use what we have to be able to produce 
more. Note: the parable of the talents. 

October 1977 

The Louis E. Neibauer materials w~ich we are using 
for our deferred giving emphasis list four questions 
relative to the responsibilities God has given each of us: 

I. What do you wish to do for yourself during your life-
tim'e? . 
2. What should you do for your dependents? 
3. What ought you to do for others? 
4. What can you do for Christ's work and witness in 
the world through your estate? 

. We use the gifts of life to make our life as meaningful 
as possible. Some center everything about themselves 
and are miserable. Some share them as fully as possible 
and find joy in life . 

We are to use the gifts of lif~ to provide the members· 
of our own family with those things make life meaning­
ful. "But if anyone does not take care of his relatives, 
especially the members of his own family, he has denied' 
the faith and is worse than an unbeliever" (l Tim. 5:8). 

Out of the gifts of life, how far do we share? There 
are needs of others which we can help meet. It may be 

. near our home or in some faraway land that we can 
share our gifts to make life better for others. And each' 
of us must determine how much we desire to share and 
are able to share. 

How do we share our gifts of life so that the Kingdom ' 
of Christ grows upon this earth? We share regularly as 
we give our tithes and offerings to the church. 

If we really want to share our gifts of life for the ad­
vancement of the Kingdom of Christ beyond our life­
time upon this earth there are ways that this can be done. 
It is possible to provide for our needs and the needs of ' 
our family during our lifetime; yet have the same capital' 
which provided us income, continue to support the 
work of Christ. There are ways of doing this which 
will save money as far as taxes, probate, etc., are con­
cerned if we plan far enough ahead. 

We need to look to God for wisdom as we share the 
gifts of life. We need wisdom to be good stewards, to 
use our skills and knowledge fully. We need wisdom as 
we provide for our needs and the needs of our families. 
May God grant us the wisdom to provide adequately, 
but not to the place where another's stewardship is 
weakened. We need wisdom as we seek to meet the 
needs of people less fortunate than ourselves. 

If you would like your gifts of life to continue· to 
share in the building up Christ's Kingdom after your 
life on earth is over write to the Memorial Fund 
Trustees at Seventh'Day Baptist National Headquarters· 
and ask how you can put your estate or any part of it to 
work for Jesus Christ. They will be happy to conf~r 
with you - no obligation. 0 
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IN SEMINARY 11977-78----sTUDENTS IN SEMINARY 11977-78-a --STUDENTSIN SEMINARY 11977-78--~-STUDENTS IN SEMINARY/F,77-78----STUDENTS IN SEMINARY 119n-78----STUDENTS IN SEMINARY 11977-7H-"--SlUUtNI~ IN ;)tMII"'I'\~ II 1711-/U----Y·_-... • ~.- . 
, , ' , 

Western Evangelical Seminary 
Portland, Oregon 

Fuller Theological Seminary -­
Pasadena, California 

I· 

BEJJANI RAU 

North American Baptist Seminary 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

. LARRY 
GRAFFIUS 

STEVEN 
CROUCH 

JERRY 
VAUGHT 

Central Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
Kansas City, Kansas 

LARRY 
WATT 

Trinity Evangelical 
. Divinity School 
Deerfield, Illinois 

, 

'. -, 

Seventh Day Baptist 
Center on Ministry 
Plainfield, New Jersey 

DEAN· . 
HERBERT 
SAUNDERS 

Eastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

PERRY 
CAIN 

18 SUPPORT THESE STUDENTS WITH YOUR PRAYERS AND YOUR DOLLARS/GiVE TO THE COUNCIL ON MINISTRY SCHOLARSHIP FUND AND OUR WORLD MISSION 19 
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.YOUTH 
, ' 

VIEW 
.. 

Dear Youth 
. (Junior High -College Age): 
I am chairman of the National 

Youth Interest Committee of the 
Board of Christian Education. My 
name is Amanda Snyder, wife of· 
Nelson Snyder, and mother of three 
children, Melissa (13), Curtis (11), 
and Lucinda (9). . 

, 

It is our committee's privilege to 
work out details for Pre-Cons­
Youth and Young Adult. That means 
securing directors, finding a place 
for you to hold your Pre-Cons, 
finding out how much moneyevery­
thing costs, and underwriting the 
costs. 

We have also been challenged by 
Conference (which is you and me 
represented by our delegates at Con- . 
ference in Clarksville, Ark.) that if 
we really want to have leadership 
training seminars, workshops or re­
treats (call them what you wish), we 
have to be willing to put our "money 
where our mouth is." Conference 
challenged us to raise $2,500.00 
(that's right) ourselves and they 
match. it. The committee can envi­
sion these funds for the use of 
regional workshops on leadership 
training for our youth and' their 
leaders. Many of your churches al­
ready have the Youth Leadership 
Not~book - if you don't know 
about it, ask you advisor or your 
pastor. If they don't know about it, 
they probably haven't been able to 
attend a Youth Leadership Lab or 
Seminar at the last two Conferences. 
That means that you and your 
youth group may want to have a 
Leadership Training Workshop. 
Now that meai1sdonations of money 
for this fund. Remember, we first 
have to raise $2,500.00. Get your 
youth group to plan some fund­
raising projects. If you don't have 
any ideas, ask the ladies' of your . 
church. If that fails, write to us 
(address below). After all, we are 
your RESOURCE for youth pro­
jects, programs, fund-raisers, wor-
. ship ideas, music ideas. You name 
it, we're able to provide you with 
some help (that's with the Lord's 
help, of course). So get on with it! 

20 
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Seventh Day Baptist 

, Youth Fellowship 

by Tami Kuhn 

.. * "Logo" idea ente~ed in the NSDBYF "Logo", 
competition. See your October BEACON for. other 
entries. Send your entries to Rochale Goodson, Box 223, 
Fouke, Arkansas 71837. Voting for the "Logo" of 
your choice will take place at Conference 1978 or by 
ballot (sent out prior to Conference). Only members 
of the National SDB Youth Fellowship may vote. 

The Lord's work never stops, 
and neither can we. Donations for 
the Leadership Training Fund can 
be sent to me: Mrs. Amanda Snyder, ' 
, 1282 Randolph Road, Alfred Station, 
New York 14803. Make checks pay­
able to the SOB Board of Christian 
Education, Inc., L. Maurice McCrea; 
Treasurer. Put a message on the 
check such as "Leadership Training 
Fund" to help us identify where 
these funds are to be applied. 

The 1977-78 National Youth Fel­
lowship officers are: 

President - Elizabeth DeAnne 
(Betsy De) Richards, R.· D. 3, 
Bridgeton, N.J. 08302 

Vice-President - Karl Kilts, 
R. D. 2,WestMountain Road 
Queensbu..: Glens Falls, N.Y. 12801 

Secretary - Ronda Jacobsen, 
11 Spruce St., Westerly, R.1. 02891 

Treasurer - Joanna Pearson, 
Sl1 Central Avenue, Plainfield, N.J. 
07060 

We are also pleased to announce 
that the 1978 Youth Pre-Con will be 
directed by Doug and Karen Payne 
of Minnesota and that Young Adult 
Pre-Con will be directed by Rev. 
Elm~ (Randy) Fitz Randolph. 

, 

The national youth officers will 
be contacting you through your, 
official paper, the BEACON, edited 
by Rochale Goodson, Box 223, 
Fouke, Arkansas 71837. Are you a 
member of the National SDB Youth 
Fellowship? You aren't? Well, this 
is the remedy, Send $5.00 (indi-

vidual membership) or $7.00 (family 
membership), your name, address, 
church affiliation to your· national 
treasurer. Joanna will then send 
your name to Ropda, who will mail 
you a little token gift, and you will 
receive four issues of the BEACON. 
The money goes into, the. National . 
SDBYF Treasury to pay for the 
BEACON and to pay for activities 
set up for you at Conference. 

Lastly, the BEACON is your 
paper, written for you and by you. 
You read that correctly. Rochale 
needs any correspondence that. she 
can get. Tell other youth, through 
the BEACON,. about your youth 
group activities. Or perhaps you· 
have an article about your growing 
faith with our Lord. Maybe you've 
written some poetry that you'd real­
ly like to share with others your 

. own age. Also, let your national 
officers know what sort of activities 
you would' like to have in the ev­
enings' at Houghton, N.Y., next 
summer when the Conference pro­
gram is finished for the day. 

But above all, COMMUNICATE! 
We've all heard that word before. 
Let your officers, your editor, your 
National Youth Interest Committee 
know' what you are feeling. We 
can only help when we know there 
are concerns that need to be shared 
and worked out. We are trying to be 
Christlike, but Jesus was and is the 
Word. He knew His Father's will. 

. We aren't quite that all-knowing 
and all-seeing. Let us know about 
you. COMMUNICATE!. Then we 
can continue the Lord's work. 0 

-In His service 
Amanda Snyder, Chrm. 

The Sabbath Recorder 
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·Christhin 
Social 
Action 

-Annual Report-

o Please send information about Estate Planning. 
o Add me to the mailing list to receive 

Estate Planning information. 
o I would like to confer with an Estate Planning Counselor 

to discuss my future plans. 
o Please s.end me a free copy of the following: 

o Peter Had Left No Will 
o The Making of a Christian Will 
o The Christian and His Estate Plans 
o What Your Executor Will Need From You 

o I would like information on: 
o Annuities 0 Wills and Bequests 

Name 

Address __________ - ___ _ 

City -----~ State -----, ___ Zip __ 

alerted in a short 
disaster occurs. We are calling this 
system "Telephone Tree." It was 

the nu,,, .. ,, 

and displayed educational materials. 

October 1977 

, ',' , .,": " ". ~ 

Sabbath' Nov. 19, 1977 
S.D.B. United Relief Offering 

"You are there because you care" 

listing of TV networks and 
addresses has been published 
Recorder for individuals who 
to w(it,e tQ commend or pro­
prqgr~1;llming . 

."'. '- ~ ',',; . 

.pl~dg~Q~, $750.00 for One 

."';'HourO£· Sharing was ful": 
through designated giving. 
. "~~"_.: :~:. -,i·,,~(,: 

. chaitmilD.attended the Sharing 
on Sbcial Concerns of the 

American Baptist Fellowship' 
aSfilng1to' n\' C., in March and' 

sessions next 

:. . the' committee is 
IUll'l\.'I;i!;,ll1Ki"'Ul· rum-filled snacks 

. stores in some parts of 
JUU.L& • 0 

. Charles) Qorothy Parrott, chm. 
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Seventh Day Baptist 

Youth Fellowship 
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. ' 

DearYouth ' 
(Junior High -College Age); 

by Tomi Kuhn 
I am. chairman of the National 

Youth \ Interest Committee of the 
Board of Christian Education. My 

. Am d S d 'f' f * "Logo" l'dea entered l'n the NSDBYF "Logo" name 1S an a' ny er, W1 e 0 
Nelson Snyder, and mother of three competition. See your October BEACON for other 
coildren, Melissa (13), Curtis (11), entries. Send your entries to Rochale Goodson, Box 223, 
and Lucinda (9). Fouke, Arkansas 71837. Voting for the "Logo" of 

your choice will take place at Conference 1978 or by 

~E~.~~---·----~"-"--~~~~-
securing directors, finding a plac 
for you to hold your Pre-Cons 
, finding out how much money every , 
thing costs, and' underwriting th 
costs., . 

We have also been challenged b 
Conference (which is you and m 
represented by our delegates at Co 
ference in Clarksville, Ark.) that . 
we really want to have leadershi 
training seminars, workshops or r 
treats (call them what you wish), w 
have to be willing to put our "mon 
where our' mouth is." Conferen 
challenged us to raise $2,500. 
(that's right) ourselves and the 
match it. The committee can env 
sion these funds for' the use 
regional workshops on leadershi 
training for our' youth and the 

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
No Postage Stamp Necessary if Mailed in the United States 

DR. GEORGE CRUZAN 
Memorial Fund Trustees 

SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

P.O. Box 868 
510 Watchung Ave. 
Plainfield, N.J. 07061 

FIRST CLASS 

Permit No. 882 
Plainfield, New Jersey 

leaders. Many of your churches -n,=::h=~C~~ •• ~Mfl-~IlItPIiJI!IlIIf~,....;:a-wrm:R--;~= 
ready have the Youth, Leadership Queensburj,cOIens F'M, 't":=J2sm~mee£ to .... srrate=wnh otnersyour 
Notebook - if you don't know own age. Also, let your national 
about it, ask you advisor or your Secretary - Ronda Jacobsen,. officers know what sort of activities 
pastor. If they don't know about it, 11 Spruce St., Westerly, R.I. 02891 you would like to have in theev-
they probably haven't been able to enings, at Houghton, N.Y., next 
attend a Youth Leadership Lab or Treasurer - Joann~ Pearson, summer when the Conference pro-
Seminar at the last two Conferences. 511 Central Avenue, Plainfield, N.J. gram is finished for the day. 
That means that you arid your 07060 ' 
youth group may 'want to have a 
Leadership Training Workshop. 
Now that means donations of money 
for this fund. Remember, we first 
have to raise $2,500.00. Get your 
youth group to plan some fund­
raising' projects. If you don't have 
any ideas,ask the ladies of your 
church. If that fails,. write to us 
(address below). After all, we are, 
your RESOURCE for youth pro­
jects, programs, fund-raisers, wor-

We are also pleased to announce 
that the 1978 Youth Pre-Con win be 
directed by Doug and Karen Payne 
of Minnesota and that Young Adult 
Pre-Con will be directed by Rev. 
Elmo (Randy) Fitz Randolph. 

But above all, COMMUNICATE! 

" ship ideas, music ideas. You name 
it, we're able to provide you with 
some help (that's with the Lord's 
help, of course). So get on with it! 

The national youth officers will 
be contacting you . through your 
official paper, the BEACON, edited 
by Rochale Goodson, Box 223, 
Fouke, Arkansas 71837. Are you a 
member of the National SDB Youth 
Fellowship? You aren't? Well, this 
is. the remedy, Send $5.00 (indi-

We've all heard that word before. 
Let your officers, your editor, your 
National Youth Interest Committee 
know what you are feeling. We 
can only help when we know there 
are concerns that need to be shared 
and worked out. We are trying to be 
Christlike, but Jesus was and is the 
Word. He knew His Father's will. 
We aren't quite that all-knowing 
and all-seeing. Let us know about 
you. COMMUNICATE!, Then we 
can continue the Lord's work. 0 

- In His service 
Amanda Snyder, Chrm. 
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,Christian 
Social 
Action 

-Annual Report-

Several serious disasters since 
Conference 1976 have accounted for 
very generous giving to help re­
lieve human suffering. A total of 
$11,822.59 has been designated 
giving ($8,356.69 has been con­
tributed since January 1, 1977). 
The following disbursements have 
been made: 

India .................. $6,312.00 
(wells & cyclone damage) 

Fullers ................... 150.00 
(clothin,:!; loss) 

PhT . 11ppmes .............. 1,000.00 
Measles vaccine ........... 100.00 
Guatemala ................ 104.00 
Saunders and Farina 
. parsonage ............. 3,575.00 
Darril Sartin ............ 1,230.00 

. Baptist World Alliance 
Relief (General Fund) ..... 23.00 

A communication system has 
been established whereby all the 
churches in the denomination can be 
alerted in a short time in case a 
disaster occurs. We are calling this 
system "Telephone Tree." It was 

used when the Farina patsonage 
burned. Details are on file with' the 
Christian' Social Action Committee 
chairman and with the General 
Conference office. 

A CSAWorkshop Guide has been. 
developed and was presented at the 
Ministers Conference in Daytona 
Beach (April 27-May 3). A. 'copy 
has been sent to the ministers who 
did not attend. It is hoped that the 
churches will use this guide to help 
them conduct studies on "why" 
and "how" the church can minister' 
to human needs. 

"Report from the Capital" is 
now being sent to all acting pastors 
as well as to members of CSAC, 
Planning Committee and the Com-. . 
m1SSIon. 

The chairman of the committee 
attended the retreat of the New 
York Council of Seventh Day 
Baptists in November. She described 
the work and the concerns of CSAC 
and displayed educational materials. 

A listing of TV networks and 
their addresses has been published 
in the Recorder for individuals who 
want to write to commend or pro~ 
test TV programming. 

A pledge of $750.00 for One 
Great Hour, of Sharing was ful­
filled through designated giving.· . 

The chainnan attended the Sharing 
Sessions on Social Concerns of the 
North American Baptist Fellowship 
in Washington, D.C., in March and 
will conduct these sessions next 
October. 

A concern of the committee is 
the marketing of rum-filled snacks 
in 'grocery stores in some parts of 
the country. 0 

-(Mrs. Charles) Doroth~ Parrott, cbm.· 

Sabbath Nov. 19, 1977 
S.D.B. United Relief Offering 

"You are there because you care" 

October 1977 21 

." 



. 

. 

AD 
HOC 

COMMITTEE 
REPORTS 

22 

STUDY 
GROUP 

FORMED 

Deinominational 
Reorganization 

K. Duane Hurley, as chairman of 
the committee, introduced four 
members of the committee, who 
presented some of their rationale in 
preparing the report and the report 
itself, as those present followed 
along in reading the printed report. 

Don Sanford began by speaking 
of the basis of the organization . of 
other churches and our denomi­
nation. Early ones were based on 
apostolic succession, had bishops 
rectors, and some of these forms 
still exist. Churches have also been 
organized for function, sometimes 
in dozens of deacons, after the 
original twelve apostles. Our church, 
or denomination, has not been 
bound by apostolic succession, or 
anything. Mr Sanford described our 
system of Boards, Agencies, and all 
as more of an organism than an 
organization, because they have all 
been changed, remade and function 
as part of the whole Kingdom of 
God. 

Mrs. Mary Clare then described 
the major reorganization proposal, 
dealing with the proposed General 
Board/Council, and expressed the 
hope that this organization could 
help to resolve the differences, en-

. courage cooperation, and mend 
some hurts between groups and in­
dividuals within the denomination. 

Dick Shepard then stepped to the 
microphone to say that the com­
mittee had begun its work dis­
couraged, with no clear idea of 
how to proceed and stopped to ask 
for God's guidance. The next day 
they came back with a new vision 
characterized by the ideal of Full 
Circle Ministry. They then tried to 
work out plans for reorganization 
which would also be a Full Circle 
Administration, by creating three 
departments: of Extension,· Sup­
portive Services, and Nurture, which 
would try to coordinate and en­
hance the functions of the existing 
Boards and Agencies. He expressed 
the hope that the General Board, if 

created, would help to clarify and 
develop the roles of these three 
departments. 

. Florence Bowden began by saying 
that she and Mary Clare, as the only 
women on the committee, had not 
twisted any arms to have the priv­
ilege of letting a women have the 
last word, and then led the group 
in a prayer for the removal of fears, 
hurts and uncertainties .. 

She spoke of how, in the time of 
her 67 years of membership in the 
denomination, there had been an 
attitude of indifference, after a peak 
of membership. She stated that the 
attitude seemed to have lasted for 
30 or 40 years, but that this is the 
time for change. She offered us the . 
challenge to. dare the impossible, 
and shared her vision of sharing to- . 
gether in working, doing our parts, 
in our Christian lives together. 

After a closing statement by 
K. D. Hurley, the assembled body 
gathered in four groups to speak 
with mem»ers of the committee and 
ask questions for 15 minutes. 0 

-G. Douglas Clarke 
Alfred, N. Y. 

"THE GROUP" 

General Conference has voted 
to continue the study of denom­
ational organization, looking. to­
ward action at the 1978 Confer­
ence session on possible bylaw 
changes and implementation of the 
Task Force and Ad Hoc Committee 

. recommendations as refined by that 
time. 

Specifically, General Conference 
requested' 'that a group be brought 
together composed of the Com­
mission and one nonsalaried repre­
sentative from each of the following: 
American Sabbath Tract Society, 
Board of Christian Education, 
Council on Ministry, Historical So-

The Sabbath Recorder 

'I 
I 

ciety" Mis~ionary Society, andW 0- . 
~en.s SocIety, using salaried execu-

. tlves as consultants, the chairman 
of Commission to convene, the group 
and t~e group to elect its own chair-
man." . 

C?mmission ' .. Chairman . Duane 
DaVIS announces that a meeting of 
The Group has been called for the 
weekend of October 29 30 in Plain­
field .. At that time Th~ Group will 
organize for carrying out its assign­
ment. 

Gep.eral Conference has di­
rected :"that this" group meet to­
gether from August 1977 to February 
1978 as needed to develop the inter­
relationships and authority struc­
t~res of the current proposals, to 
lIsten to and consider alternative 
proposals, to polish and formulate 
such alternatives as give promise of 
si.gnifica~t effectiveness, and to pro­
VIde fullmformation on its findings 
to the church by March 1 1978 
including such proposals,' inter: 
relationships, authority' structures 
and sl!pportive st~tements referring 
to effICIency. ThIS same group is 
urged, under this action,. to re­
commend a particular plan of re-. .. . 
orgamzatIon, WrIte critiques of al-
ternatives and/or provide the church 
and Conference with statements of 
strengths and weaknesses they find 
in each such plan presented." 

In connection with the decision to 
continue study of denominational 
structure and procedures, the dele­
gates at the 1977 General Confer­
ence participated in a "straw vote" 
on two important facets of the 
report from the Ad Hoc Committee, 
namely, (1) the General Board/ 
Council concept, and (2) the idea 
?f "f~ll;'cirde" ministry and admin­
IstratIon. The, results were recorded 
in Conference minutes as follows: 

The n()~binding opinion vote 
. on questidd .(1), agreement with 
the concept of the General 
Board, was taken: Delegates 
were . asked to rise in ap-

I proval or in opposition. The 
results indicated a sizeable 

. majority of those voting were 
in agreement with the concept 
of the proposed General Board. 

The vote was taken on agree­
ment or disagreement with the 
concept of the full-circle min­
istry as put forth in the reports 
of the Ad Hoc Committee. The 
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Delegates 
Support 

"Concept" 
of 

General 
Board· 

president declared, "There is a 
majority in agreement, but we 
see that there is some opposi­
tion. " 

In preparatIon for convening The 
Group, Chairman Davis has re­
quested that all persons with ideas 
and suggestions send them immedi­
ately to' the General Conference 
Office (in care of Executive Sec­
retary K.D. Hurley) so that such 
material can be made available to 
t~e members of The. Group in 
tIme for the October meeting. 

Boards and agencies have selected 
their representatives to serve on the 
special group as follows: Board of 
Christian Education, Mary Clare' 
Council on Ministry, Elmo Fit~ 
Randolph; ~i~torical Society, Albert 
Rogers; Mlsslonary Society, Dale 
Rood; Tract Society, George Cruzan; 
Women's Board, Ada Davis. 

Attention is call to the request 
that churches be prepared to take 
action regarding denominational or­
ganization at General Conference 
in 1978 by ro~l. call vote. During 
the year, speCIfIC background in­
fOrmation in preparation for such a' 
vote will be provided by The Group 
and by the General Conference 
Office .. 0 

.\ o 

The secon4~~nmial meeting of . 
the,Seventh Day.Baptist Men's Fel­
lowship was held in Clarksviile' 
Arkansas, during the annual sessio~ 
of the Seventh Day Baptist General 
Conference. 

Due to the unavoidable absence 
of President Phil Lewis of River­
side, California, and \Vice-President 
Bob Austin of Dodge Center 
Minnesota, the meeting was con: 
vened by . Secretary Ernest \ Bond 
of Galena, Ohio. \ 

Reports of the activities of the 
Milton, Wisconsin, Seventh Day· 
B.aptist Men's . Fellowship were 
gIVen by Rev.. Earl Cruzan and 
J. Paul Green, Sf.; the activities 
of the S~iloh, New Jersey, Men's 
FellowshIp were given by Charles 
Harris. Activities of other ·similar . 
organizations . were reported by 
Secretary Bond. . 

Goals of the . North American·· 
Men's Fellowship· were reviewed 
and plans were formulated for the 
formation and the promotion of 
Seventh Day Baptist Men's Fellow­
ships throughout the denomination 
as ~ (1) me.ans of providing oppor­
tumty to wItness for Christ and the 
Sabbath, (2) fellowship between 
Seventh Day Baptist men and men 
wit~in a community and (3) provide 
servIce to the church and the 
community. Creative, dynamic 
leadership was emphasized. . 

Election of officers for 1977-1978 
was held. The following men were 
elected: J. Paul Green, Sr., President 
Milton, Wisconsin; Richard W: 
Burdick, Vice-President, Fayetteville, 
N . Y.; Ernest F. Bond, Secretary 
Galena, Ohio. .' , . 

Brochures were distributed de­
scribing the Baptist W orId Alliance 
and its activities, noting that Ernest 
K. Bee serves as president of the 
North American Baptist Fellowship. 

The meeting was adjourned· to 
meet again in August 1978 at 
Houghton .College, Houghton, New 
~ ork, dUrIng the next annual ses:" 
Sion of the Seventh Day Baptist 

. General Conference. 0 .. 
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NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES 

ROOD ATTENDS 
CHURCH GROWTH CLINIC 

. Rev: Dale Rood, of the Water­
ford Seventh Day Baptist Church, 
Waterford, Connecticut, participated 
in the church renewal clinic spon­
sored by the Evangelism Explosion 
Foundation at Emman.uel Lutheran 

i Church of Dayton, Ohio,;this week, 
September 9-14. Since the inau­
guration of the Evangelism ·Explo-. 
sion ministry at Emmanuel Church, 
Rev. Bliese has seen his Sunday 
morning attendance grom from 200 
to more than 350. This is especial­
ly significant because Kettering is 
not a new, developillg suburb. 
Some 31 ministers, wiv~s, and lay-. 
men from ten denominations were 
on hand to investigate the com­
'munity outreach· ,p(Qgram. They 
,came from eleven states and a 
province of Canada. . ; 

Spearheading the training program 
were Mr. Dave Schwausch, director 
of: Evangelism for the Calvary 
Lutperan Church in. Portland, 
Oregon, and Rev. William BUese, 
pastor of Emmanuel Lutheran 
Church., j' 

During the clinic, certification 
for approved '. perf~rman~e w~s . 
awarded .. Those tramed. 11) thIS' 
seminar can qualify as official 
teachers of the Evangelism Explo­
sion community outreach ministry. 
Within certain . guidelines,· . these 
graduates can be a~t~or~zed . to 
establish their own clImcs m local 
geographical areas ~ing Bvang~lism . 
Explosion materials and superVIsory 
personnel. ~most all of. the clini­
cians attendmg the semmar took 
the test for certification. 0 

24 

A SABBATH TESTIMONY 

Plainfield, N.J. - While Pastor and 
Mrs. David Pearson were helping 
to lead Jersey Oaks Senior Camp 
July 23, Historian Thomas Merchant 

. led a fascinating and challenging 
worship service entitled "A Sabbath 
Testimony." In seven parts he re- . 
counted his OWniilgrimage from 
nominal Sundayk eping to enjoy­
able Sabbathkee . ng - Call the 
Sabbath a Delight; Sober Witness; 
Decision vs. Precision; Lone Sab­
bathkeeping; Fellowship and Ser­
vice; Rest Without Guilt; Conflict, 
Conviction, Commitment. 

Not only' is Sabbathkeeping viewed 
as an obstruction by most people, 
but many SDB's don't seem to 
consider it important, either, he 
asserted. Only gradually did the 
Sabbath become a delight to him 
after he decided to keep it. Because 
he started as a Sabbathkeeper in the 
military, he was never forced to 
compromise. We create our own 
conflicts if we waver, he said. 

As lone Sabbatlikeepers, he and 
his family enjoyed their life together . 
and God's world of nature, but 
they missed church fellowship and 
working with other SDB's. He dis­
covered, however, that Sabbath­
keeping is more than going to 
church, and that he could devote the 
day to God without feeling guilty 

. about work undone. . 

Many of. our teen-agers find it 
distasteful to be the only. Sabbath­
keepers among their .peers. We must 
nurture our children, our young 
people, and oUf new members. in 
the joys of the Sabbath and glve 
outsiders a positive and serious 
witness. We should help each other 
to become better Sabbathkeepers 
and better witnesses. 

At our quarterly meeting we re­
licensed Dr. K. Duane Hurley and 
Pastor Robert Babcock of Houston, 
Texas, for a year. Our Youth 
Fellowship held a bake sale that 
evening to help with camp expenses. 
Four of our children attended 
Junior Camp, five young people 
went to Senior Camp, and three 
attended Youth Pre-Con and Con­
ference. Altogether we had thirt1een 
members at Conference plus the two 
Babcock children. 

During August our pulpit was 
supplied by Deacon Frederik Bakker 
and two of our new members, 

John Tyler and Jeanne Wilhelm . 
She discovered SDB's while attend­
'ing Eastern Bapi{st· Seminary. Now 
that the summer is over, we need 
to get back to the vital business 
of Church Growth. D 

- Ruth Hunting Parker 

1977 BRITISH CONFERENCE 

By Rev. J. McGeachy 

The Twelfth Annual Conference 
of the British Seventh Day Baptists 
assembled· in the United Reform 
Church, Algernon Road, Lewisham, 
London S.E., on Friday, July 29, 
1977 and opened at 3:30 p.m. Psalm, 
122 was read by Pastor Peat, and 
Pastor McGeachy prayed. This was 
followed by a business session. 

There was an evening service which 
was opened by Sister Mrs. Iris 
Codrington. Brother Barrett preached 
on the Conference theme: Col. 1 :27 
"Christ in You, the Hope of Glory.'" 

On Sabbath morning, July 30, the 
Sabbath School was opened' by 
'young Bro. Marshall, and the lesson 
on "Difficulty in Keeping the Coven­
ant" was taught by Bro. Slack. A 
duet, "Out' of the Ivory Palaces," 
was 'sung by, Sisters Codrington and 
Allen. 

Divine service began at noon. 
Bro. Willard Smith led out, and the 
sermon was preached by Rev. J. 
McGeachy. He opened with the 
reminder that 1977 was 'our Jubilee 
Year, being the Silver Jubilee of our 
gracious Queen Elizabeth II whose 
family sets such a fine example to 
the nation. It was also his own' Golden 
Jubilee as a Seventh Day Baptist 
since he joined our denomination 
in 1927 after having been fourteen 
years with the Adventists whom he 
joined in 1913. 

He then gave an exposition of 
the epistle to the Colossians written 
by Paul from Rome in A.D. 62 
during his imprisonment, as a result 
of the report of Epaphras. 

In the afternoon Bro. O. Lynch led 
a service for the children .. Later 
there was a testimony meeting when 
our two sisters from Holland. Mrs. 
G. de Kock -Friesema, and Miss J. 
Goedhart, told of their special work 
of \Vitnessing to the Jewish people, 
. showing great courage as they made 
gifts of bilingual copies of the New 
Testament to those willing to accept 
them, in Hebrew and English or 
Dutch. They found it helpful at times 
to mention that they were Sabbath­
keepers, and to tell Jews that we 

The Sabbath Recorder 

1 • _ • 

got' our New Testament from the 
Jew~. Even rabbis have accepted 
coples but u~uaUy on' condition 
that they would not tell other Jews 
that they. had done . so. Copies 
were also gIven to teachers in Jewish 
schools. They brought the greetings 
of our Dutch brethren to us in 
England. One of them gave us a 
study on the Sealed Book of Rev. 
5, opened by the Lion of Judah .. 

They have worked for this cause 
for twenty-four years, and have been 
connected with Seventh Day Baptists 
for two years. They hope to be back 
in Holland for the l00th Anniversary 
of our church in Haarlem when they 
hope to meet some of our American 
brethren, who plan to make also a 
short visit to London. 

Others gave striking testimonies to 
the Lord's guidance and keeping 
power. One sister was on the eve 
of making a visit to Israel. , 

A service was held in the evening 

) 
at which.Bro. Albourne Peat, pastor 
of the Mill Yard Church, preached 
on "Christ, Our Hope." Pastor Peat 

. gave an altar call to which eight 
responded. 

Sister Mrs. Gelleff accompanied 
at the piano the two Dutch sisters 
who sang a duet, and then the older 
sister, Mrs. de Kock-Friesema, gave 
us a solo entitled, "The Stranger 
of Galilee. " 

On Sunday morning our business 
session opened with the reading of 
Psalm 11 by Pastor Peat, and prayer 
by Pastor McGeachy. Greetings from 
the General Conference in the U.S.A. 
were read by the secretary, Mrs. 
Jossett Lynch, and a copy of her 
reply. The minutes of the 1976 
Conference session were read, the 
theme of that Conference being "Thy 
Kingdom Come, " and also those of 
the last committee meeting in 
Birmingham. 

The Sunday afternoon concert 
began at 5 p.m. Young Bro. Marshall 
took the chair. The choir consisted 
of ladies dressed in black skirts with 
white blouses, and hats, and five 
brethren. 

After the concert the newly 
appointed officers of the British 
Conference for 1977-78 stood on 
the platform, and were greeted and 
commissioned by Pastor Parr. He 
quoted words written by Booker T. 
Washington, the famous negro 
leader of education. 

The Conference theme for the 
coming year was announced - the 
words of Caleb in Num. 13:30, 
"Let us go up at once, and possess 
it; for we are well able to over-
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come it." 
. . I~ the evening an evangelistic 

sefVlce' was held. Pastor Parr preached 
and asked 'I Are we sure Christ 'is 
in us?" . ' . 

So ended an inspiring conference. 
About one hundred were present 
on Sabbath morning~ 0 

OCTOBER 15, 1977 
BIBLE SABBATH 

On October 15 Seventh Day 
Baptist churches will observe Bible 
Sabbath, a time in which we wish 
to focus attention on the work 
and witness of the American 
Bible Society. Gifts may be sent to 
Mr. Gordon Sanford, O.W.M. 
Treasurer, Little Genesee, N.Y. 
14754 or directly to the American 
Bible Society, 1865 Broadway; N. Y., 
~. Y. 10023. Please mark your 
gIft "Seventh Day Baptist" in· 
order to insure proper credit. 

The American Bible Society 
announces the. following films a­
vailable on a freewill offering 
basis. You may order these direct 
from the Society. 

HAITI - This Bible Society film 
describes the dramatic impact of 

. God's Holy Word upon the lives 
of Haitians today. From the teem­
ing city of Port-au-Prince to the 
isolated mountain villages, men, 
women and children are seeking 
the comfort and hope that can 
only be found in reading the 
Scriptures. This is a fifteen-minute 
color 16 mm film. 

GREEN JADE - This 16 mm 
film was shot on location in 
Southeast Asia. This important new 
motion picture tells the story of 
today's Chinese Version New Test­
ament, . a new translation for the 
more than 900 million Chinese 
speaking people in the world. 
Beginning with a description of 
Chinese life, culture and tradition, 
"Green Jade" then traces the de­
velopment of Bible Society the im­
portance of Today's Chinese Version. 
This color film is fifteen minutes 
in length. 0 

Few sinners are saved after the 
first twenty minutes ofa sermon. 

-Mark Twain 

I . 

. CHURCH LIBRAlty AIDS 

Where can y'our church librarian' 
. learn how to obtain latest print. 

and media materials, start a 're­
ligious library, or expand an es.. . 
tablished one? .. ..• . . . , 

Ten years ago TheCbnrch and' 
Synagogue Library Association ,was 
founded "to encourage and aid the 
development of· improved library 
services." It has grown to be a 
national organization with regional 
chapters. The current president is 
William H. Gentz, religious books 
editor for Hawthorn Books. This 
organization is ready to help in 
several ways: 

1. Provide brochures and lists -
bibliographies, guides,and helps~ 

2. Set up a workshop at meetings 
and conventions on church or syna­
gogue libraries and librarianship. 

3. Provide a speaker and/or a 
program to help establish a church/ 
synagogue library. . 

4. Provide an exhibit at confer­
ences - including counter cards for a 
display and copies of brochures. 

5. Send copies of the membership 
brochure and CSLA bulletin .. 

Membership is open to individ­
uals, churches, synagogues, and any 
other interested persons or groups. 
For more information write to: 
Church and Synagogue Library 
Association, P. O. Box 1130, 
Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania 19010. D 

CHURCH INSTITUTES " 
DIAL-A-· MEDITATION 

WESTERLY, R.I.-The Pawcatuck 
Seventh Day Baptist Church in 
Westerly, R.I., has instituted a new 
service to its- community, inspired, 
by the example of the Boulder 
Colo., church and others. Be: 
ginning September 3, 1977, a Djal­
A-Meditation telephone service was 
begun, offering daily inspirational 
ideas to callers. The nUl1J.ber is (401) 
348-8486. The intention of the ser­
vice is to provide a quick. and 10-
the-point message of hope and en­
couragement. Each message includes 
a verse of Scripture, a comment up-
on it, and a prayer, with the pur­
pose always in .mind of building' up 
and strengthenmg the person being 
ministered to. It is hoped that 
this service will be a means of .' 
reac~ing out into ~h~ community, . 
offenng help where It IS requested. 0 
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BRITISH CONFERENCE 
see story on page 24 

,i Q 

Pastors and officers of the British Conference 

Women's Missionary Society 

Sabbath School ~hildren at the Mill Yard Church 

Pastors Parr and Peat 
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(Budapest, Hungary)-Billy Graham speaks to 15,000 people, 
through his interpreter, Dr. Alexander Haraszti, at Tahi Baptist 
Youth Camp 20 miles outside of Budapest on Sunday morning, 
September 4. There were small groups among the 15,000 who had 
their own interpreter for Czechoslovakian, Polish, Romanian and 
German. This was Graham's first public meeting of his seven-day 
trip to Hungary which included every available minute filled 
with both public and private meetings with church leaders, pastors, 
seminary students and government officials. 

Mr. Graham preached his usual salvation sermon asking those 
who wanted to accept Christ to raise their hands with hundreds 
responding at each service. 

. In a quiet moment of the day a Korean Christian reads her Bi.ble. 
It is a Korean translation first published in 1911 under Amencan 
Bible Society auspices. Sev~nth Day Baptists w~1l join. o~her Chri~tia~s 
this year and celebrate the Society's worldWide mllllstry, which IS 
bringing the Word of God to millions in a language they best under­
stand. Support this fine work on Bible Sabbath with your o(fering. 

October 1977 
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Commitment 
, , 

To' Growth 
A TESTIMONY 

GIVEN AT A CONFERENCE PRAYER TIME 
. . , 

I have been a member of the Pawcatuck-SDB Church 
. for twenty-three Years, but it w~sn't until I got involved 

in the COMMITMENT TO GROWTH group that I 
grew to know and love the fellow members intimately 

. in Christ. 

. The conscientious study, sharing and prayer, within 
the group, has been beautiful, resulting in a changing 
atmosphere in all aspects of church life. Business meet­
ings have been conducted with more tolerance, de­
cisions that affect the life of our church have been and 
continue to be madein prayerful attitudes. 

Our COMMITMENT TO GROWTH group has not 
become a clique, but rather something in which others 
desire to share. Consequently, in January we started a 
Sabbath School class using as our resource "Your 
Church Can Grow," by C. Peter Wagner, and the 
COMMITMENT TO GROWTH study book that 
accompanies it. Having completed this, we are now 
studying "19 Gifts of the Spirit" by Leslie Flynn. In 
this way, people who were not involved in the original 
COMMITMENT TO GROWTH group, are sharing in 
the concepts and knowledge that excited us.' It's my 
opinion that the majority of our church members 
should be involved in some kind of basic study such 
as this so'that the church can be more unified in'its out­
reach. 

Sneaky John Wimber didn't tell us that the sweetest 
part of COMMITMENT TO GROWTH is that it 
happens within' each of us-: then again, maybe he·did, 
but it didn't register with me until I experienced it my­
self. 

We began our COMMITMENT TO GROWTH with-. 
out a pastor and prayerfully went about the business of 
seeking one during the Summer and Fall of 1976, asking 
God '8 will iIi our search, and in the hearts of the pastors 

, we contacted. We could have become really discouraged 
by each subsequent letter declining our call. Knowing 
that this was God's will kept us from that. Imagine our 
surprise and delight when we received, on Christmas, 
from Russell Havens, an offer of his services as pastor­
WOW!!! We know God answers prayers - we prayed 
for a. pastor . - the Lord sent Russ - we know He 
answers prayers abundantly for He also sent a fantastic 
family with Russ. 

I believe that the prayerful dedication of our COM­
MITMENT TO GROWTH group helped prepare the 
hearts and minds of our congregation to the point where 
we can grow greatly in the Lord! . 

- Barbara Barber 
, Westerly, R. I. 

I I, . 
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, THOUGHTS ON CHURCH GROWTH 
Church growth! What is it? Howdo we-measure 

.... it? During this past year we have taken anew look. 
at the Great Commission and we know that Jesus is 
talking to each one of us. He wants us to ma~e' 
disciples! . 

How does the Kingdom of God grow upon this 
earth? During this past year I have seen-changes 
which encourage me. The most stimulating change 
that 1 have seen has been inpeople. I have seen 
members of the church hungering for a closeness 
to God, and a greater knowledge of Him and 
Jesus Christ and salvation. I have had opportunity 
to talk with more people in depth about their 
relationship to God and! have seen people grow 
spiritually. I have seen them take a more active 
interest in the church. I have rejoiced when I have 
heard young mothers say after helping with Day 
Camp: What a privilege and what ajoy to work 
with th~se youngsters. 

I have felt a deepening awareness of the oneness 
which is ours as the family of God. This has been 
expecially true within our Growth Force. I have 
seen love poured out to surround and support 
where rejection might as well have been the reaction. 
That which we are experiencing in our Growth 
Force, we covet for every member of the church. 
We are asking for the power of the Holy Spirit 
to help us to share, and we see it happening. 

You ask about numerical growth. At Milton 
we have added sixteen names to our church roll 
this year. We rejoice in this. I cherish them as 
a part of our church family. In some cases our 
gain was a loss to another church. Some who 
made their commitment to Jesus Christ through 
baptism need to activated into the life of the 
church. Some have found a home to which they 
feel they truly belong. 

Church attendance: Our average attendance does 
not seem to be increasing as much as we would 
like. However more lives are being reached and 
more people are being touched through the church. 
Attendance is one criterion for growth, but it does 
not stand alone. In our day when vacations take 
people away from home, when it is easy to visit 
another church as far as travel is concerned, where 
camping is a recr~ational outlet for more and more 
people, we may not see people in church as regularly 
as might have been true in another day. 
Regular attendance helps many programs, especially 
the Sabbath School. 

Does it mean that people are any less committed 
to God if they are away from home one weekend 
out of four or five? I think we need to assess 
this, and that as a church we need to support 
and strengthen one another in Christ so that a 
closeness to Him is not lost during the week, 
or even on Sabbath if we are not able to worship 
with the family of God with whom we usually 
worship. 0 

-Rev Earl Cruzan 
Milton, Wis. 
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SOUTHERN BAPTISIS URGID TO 
BE WORTH THEIR SALT­

AND ,LIGHT 

The past' can become a cause of 
spiritual impotency if we are only 
living in the past ... GATANIS.-Harry Sr. was born in 'Greece" . 

, 
- - , .. 

KANSAS CITY, MO. - With a taste 
of salt on their tongues, 17,000' 
Southern Baptists followed the 

ittttttttttftttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt 

t BIRTHS t 

Oct. 14, 1894, to the late Thomas and' 
Varsavia Sarandis Gatanis. He passed' 
from this life Ju~e II! 1977, following 
a four-week stay 10 BrIdgeton Hospital. 
He had been in failing health for several 
years . . example of Evangelist Billy Graham 

in affirmi~g their intention to present 
Jesus Chnst to every person in the 
world. 

The finale of the 120th Southern 
Baptist Convention was a commit­
ment ceremony to culminate three 
days of ~rama! sermon, business, and 
song WhICh pam ted the picture of the 
denomination's long range crusade 
called Bold Mission. 

"The Lord Jesus calls us to be salt 
'. and light in a wor.ld corrupt and dark. 

By any definition this is a bold 
miss~on, " sai~ Jesse Fletcher, pastor 
of Flrs~ BaptIst Church, Knoxville, 
Tenn., m launching the program. 
~he themes of salt and light were 

sprInkled through the premier of a 
musical narrative, "Bold Mission " 
composed by William J Reynolds 
secretary of the church ~usic depart~ 
ment of the Sunday School Board 
Nashville. The musical was performed 
by students from Hannibal-LaGrange 
College, while students from William 
Jewell College pantomimed its 
message. 

. Graham, a Southern Baptist him-
s~lf, told the audience, "God has 
gIven our denomination vision 
visibility, acceptance opportunity' 
leadership and resour~es to take th~ 
spirituaJ initiative in our day as no 
other denomination anywhere in the 
world has. It is possible now 
technologically, to reach the whol~ 
~or1d with the gospel for the first 
tIme, and God will hold us account­
able. if we don't do it. " 

"Be the first one to put your arm 
around a person of another race and 
say I love you," he said. "The 
communists are doing it. Why can't 

ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt 

BROWN.-A daughter, Heather Lynn, ~o 
Charl~s and ~arolyn (Smitley) Brown 
of MIlton, WIS., on August II, 1977. 

GILMORE.-A daughter, Heidi Lynn, to 
~aum~nt and Linda Gilmore of Mad­
Ison, WIS., on August 22, 1977. 

HALLAM.-A daughter, Lindsay Doane, to' 
Thomas W., II, and Virginia (North) 
~~~~~tf Carmel, Maine, on September 

HAZEN.-A son, Jeffrey Earl to Philip and 
Ruth (Ellis) Hazen of W~st Hyattsville 
Md., on August 26, 1977. ' 

HEINTZ . .ooA son, John Robert, to Robert 
and Mary. (Mueller) Heintz of Bridge­
water, N.J., on September 15 1977 
Mrs. Heintz is the bookkeeper 'for th~ 
Seventh Day Baptist Publishing House. 

NEH~R.-A daughter, Jacinta Helen, to 
RIchard and Madelyn (Payne) Neher of 
Kasson, MN, August 6, 1977. 

SCHOLL.-A daughter, Andrea Lynn, to 
. G~egory and Dawn Scholl of Milton, 

WIS., on August 3,1977. 

WHEELER.-A daughter, Jill Lorraine, to 
Jo~n and Joanne (Poulin) Wheeler of 
Vall, Colorado, on August 13, t977. 

tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt t . 

+ OBITUARIES f 
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DA VIS.-Jessie Violet Post, daughter of 
the late George W. and Mary Goodrich 
Po~t, was born on July 18, 1900 in 
ChIcago, Ill., and died on August 14, 
1977 at Mercy Hospital, Janesville, Wis., 
after a short illness. 

On June 4, 1947 he was united in marriage 
to Betty Husted. Harry was a veteran of 
World War II, serving in France. He was 
employed by the E. I: DuPont Co. for 
twenty-seven years. He was much concerned 
for his large family and was proud of his 
Greek heritage. He was a member of the 
Marlboro Seventh Day Baptist Church. In 
~ore recent years the couple made their home 
10 the Marlboro-Shiloh area. 

Surviving in addition to his widow are: 
seven sons, Thomas of Wenonah Theadore 
Harry Jr. and Richard, all of' Pennsville' 
N~choIis of Tampa. Fla., Paul of New York 
CIty, and Robert of Texas; five daughters 
Mrs. Florence Blyler. Mrs. Rose Jarrett and 
Mrs. Katherine James, all of Pennsville, and 
Mrs. .Dorothy Badgley and Mrs. Mary 
McAlhster, both of Ocala. Fla.; two sisters, 
Mrs. Lascara Chaoules and Mrs. Stella 
Pe,rgamettie, both of Greece; thirty-six grand­
chIldren; ten great-grandchildren; a niece and 
a nephew; and three stepchildren, Joseph A.. 
Balhnger of New Mexico William H 
Ballinger of Clemson, S.C., 'and Mrs. lea~ 
M. McClure of Atlanta. Ga. 
. Services were conducted by Pastor Don 

RIchards on June 14, 1977, at· Garrison­
Sray . Funeral Home, Bridgeton. Interment 
was 10 Salem County Veterans Cemetery, 
Woodstown, N.J. 

-D.E.R. 

GILSON.-Harriet Cottrell, 65, daughter 
of the late Rev. Herbert 1. and Margaret . 
Stone Cottrell, was born in Wellsville 

. N.Y., April 25, 1912, and died May 13; 
1977, following several months of 
ho~pitalization in Philadelphia, Pa., and 
Bndgeton, N.J. 

Mrs. Gilson was a graduate of Salem 
college where she prepared to be an elemen- . 
tary t~acher. She loved children and enjoyed 
watchmg them m.ature. Most of her teaching 
years were spent 10 New Jersey, Florida, and 
Maryland. She made her home in Cedarville 
for t~e lastfourteen years. 
. WIth .her father officiating, she Was united 
10 ma~nage to Darrell E. Gilson on Sept. 2, 
1942, 10 the Marlboro Seventh Day Baptist 
Church, where he pastored. . 

the SUpernatural church have a super­
natural love?" Then Graham stood 
among conventioneers as they opened 
packets of salt, tasted a few grains 
and stated their acceptance of Christ's 
command to be the salt of the earth. 

She was a graduate of Milton College 
. and the Battle Creek, Mich., School of 

Nursing. She was married to Dr. Milton 
Daland Davis on Sept. 2, 1926. Dr. Davis 
died on July 19, 1967. 

~arriet ha~ a deep love for Jesus Christ 
havmg commItted her life to Him at an early 
age .. She. so~gh~ to express her faith through 
mUSIC, smgmg 10 the choir, and playing the 
~rgan. Sh~ taught Sabbath School, was 
mterested 10 evangelism, and helped out 
wherever she could. . 

Survivors in addition to her husband in~ 
elude: three SOilS, Paul C. and Herbert 0 
of Bridgeton, and Victor of Cedarville' tw~ 
daughters, Mrs. H. Darlene Coombs, B;idge­
to~, ~nd Mrs. Roger (Margaret Y.) Broglin. 
MlllvIlle; and nine grandchildren. She was 
predeceased by another son Rodney E 'l'n 

On the strains of a missionary hymn 
they rode down the escalators of H. 
Roe Bartle Convention Center 
remembering ten two-letter words 
hurled at them by Warren Hultgren, 
the Oklahoma pastor who chaired 
the Missions Challenge Committee 
which developed many aspects of 
Bold Mission: 

"If it is to be, it is up to me. "D 
. -Catherine Allen, Baptist Press. 

October 1977 

Mrs. Davis was a member of the Milton 
Seventh Day Baptist Church, Milton 
Historical Society, Milton Women's Club 
and was long active in the Milton ColJeg~ 
Alumni Association. 

Surviving are a son, Milton I). Davis, Jr., 
and two grandsons, Christopher and Marcus 
all of Monroe, Wis; a sister, Margaret Post 
Bliss, Milton; nieces and nephews. 

Memorial services were held from the 
Milton Seventh Day Baptist Church on 
August 17, 1977. 

-E.C. 

1966. ,., 
Funeral services were held in the Madboro 

S~venth Day ~aptist Church May 16 d977 
WIth Pastor. Richards officiating. Int~rment 
was made \0 the Marlboro SOB Church Cemetery. '. .' 

-D.E.R. 
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CONFERENCE ECHOES 
'(continued from 'page 9) 

the disciples came 'walking in, each, knowing, t~at 
someone should wash the feet, but none of them wIlling 
to belittle himself to take on that humble chore. 

So Jesus rose from the supper and, OIl:e by one, ,He 
knelt before' the disciples and ~~shed the~r feet. Thmk 
of Him as He moved from disciple to dIsciple. T~ere 
was Thomas (I don't like to think of him as doubtmg, 
but as one who had to be shown). Jesus knew what was 
in Thomas' ,heart, 'and ~e knew that on~ day very soon 
Thomas would qut;stion the . resurrectIon ,and . would 
say "Unless I shall see in HIS hands the Impnnts of 

the' nails, .. .! will not believe" (In. 2O:2~-NASB). 
And Jesus knelt with love and washed Thomas feet. 

Jesus knew all about Peter. He ~new P~ter loved 
Him' He also knew that Peter was qUick and Impetuous 
and ~ot naturally a stable man. He knew that before 
this night was over Peter would fearfully deny that he 
ever knew the Lord. Yet Jesus knelt before Pet~r and 
washed his feet with love and tenderness, And SO,lt was 
with them all. 

Now Judas was there, and Jesus k~ew the bitt~r 
thoughts in the mind of Judas 'and emotl?n .that ,was m 
the heart of Judas. Jesus, knew that wlthm the next 
few minutes Judas would leave that upper room to 
betray Him and that crucifixion would come after the 
betrayal.Y~t Jesus didn't pass J~das by, but He knelt 
before him His great heart burstmg, and those tend~r 
loving hands washed the traitor's feet. I know that m 
the heart of Jesus was the longing that Judas would 
come to Him for life. 

So Jesus moved among the disciples in ~ act of 
humble, menial service., Now.' I do~'t take thiS to be a 
sacrament· indeed it lacks the mgredients of a sacrament. 
But what~verelse it is or does, this teaches tha~ Jesus 
was a humble and loving servant, a model of servmg for 
His people. When he had finished the task, ~e taught 
the disciples, and us, that we should follow ~lS example 
(In. 13:14,15). Then see Jesus as p "~rvant Master! 

l 
, See Him as a servant Savior! 

Bearing the Cr~ss, . 
Bearing the world's SInS, ' . 
Welcoming sinners int~ the. Kmgdom of Go~, as .He 
speaks to'the penitent thIef dymg Qn the cross besIde Him. 
The Lord of Glory a servant Lord! 

Jesus said, "For even the Sono~man .di~ not come to 
be served, but to serve- and to give Hts lIfe a ransom 
for man," The ultimate service ~hat could be performed. 
He is,our perfect model for servmg. 

, 

We see then, that is. we a~e to do the impossible as 
a servant people, we WIll do It to the extent that we are 
,closely related to God. 

2 If Seventh Day Baptists are to dare and do the im­
p~ssible is a servant peopl.e, it will b~ so to theexte~t 
tbatwe are truly servants ID heart, mlDd, and body ID 
our 'own time and our own circumstances. 
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Our OutletJor Service 

Jesus told us that the natureo! the pag~n world, 
and especially the leaders of thep~gan world" IS to Lord 
it over others, to exercise authonty, to demand ~~nor 
and adulation from others (Mk ,10:~2). Th~ Chnstl~n, 
with a, commitment to the Lord~ w~th a dlffer~nt lIfe 
style, ." with a different set of values, Will develop different 
prio:ities. The Christian finds t~at demandmg recog­
nition,honor, adulation, bree~s Jealousy and c~ntempt 
for others and, stifles. the emotIon, of love. He discovers 
that offering humble, loving serv.ice beco~e~ a ~ew~rd­
ing and happy means of expressmg God s 'hfe m h~m. 
He begins to look more and more for means of servmg 
others. . 

Where will we find the outlet for this service we offer 
as a servant people? In the church, ~f course! There are 
hosts of servant things to be done 10 the church. '! ou 
don't know what they are? If you have any questIons 
about what you can do to serve, ask .your pastor. I. am 
very sure that he will be able to thmk of somethmg. 
There are Sabbath School classes to be taught. Camps, 
Vacation Bible School, weekly Bible clubs need to be 
staffed. Flowers need to be provided a~d the sanctuary 

. decorated for worship. Ther~ are offl~es to be held, 
committee and board vacancIes to be fIlled. There are 
typing and mimeographing to be don~, recor~s to be 
kept and minor repair jobs and speCIal cleamng that 
always need to be done around the church. Well, need 
I go on? 

, But not all of our service is to be performed in the 
context of the church, as important and necessary. as 
that is. Our love to God is displayed best by the lov~ng 
service we offer to the host of needy people outSIde 
the church. 

Two of Jesus' Ihost descriptive teachings take the 
concept of service outside of the arena of the church. 

The Samaritan was not a part' of recognized Jewish 
religion. Yet it was the "Good Samaritan" who was 
commended for his concern for the needs 'of the. assault 
victim, while his more "religious" contempor~nes, ~he 
priest and Levite, were dismissed as not sh~wI.ng neIgh­
borliness. Their words were hollow; theIr "l~es w~re 
shallow. They looked upon the hurting. vIctIm w~th 
callous' indifference. Their lack of compasSIOnate seIVlce 
indicated that their hearts were far from God. 

Maithew 25:31-46 contains one of the most viyid . 
parables Jesus ever told. Those with an outer profess~o~ 
of faith - lip service only, but with useless, u~ca~mg 
lives were condemmed, while those who gave theIr lIves 
to the meeting of the needs of the world's hurting people 
were blessed. An empty and meaningless profeSSIon 
of faith resulted in useless lives and eternal comdemna­
tion, but meaningful faith resulted in selfless service and 
eternal blessing. 0 

The Sabbath Recorder 

William Barclay, commenting on the passage, says, 
"The things which Jesus picks out--giving a hungry man 
a meal, ora thirsty. man a drink, welcoming a stranger, 
cheering the sick, visiting the prisoner'--are thirlgs which 
anyone can do. It is not a question of giving away 
thousands of pounds, or of writing our name's in the 
annals of history; it is a case of giving simple, human ' 
help to the people we meet every day" (The Gospel of 
Matthew, vol.2, p. 359), 

OPEN 
FORUM 

The impossible things we will do as servant people 
are, for the most part, if not altogether, seen in the 
realm of personal and interpersonal relationships. A 
true servant relationship will help renew the respect of 
those who have been alienated from us as individuals 
or who hold us at a distance, fearful that we are trying 

'to use them. A true servant rdationship will help re­
store the confidence of the those who have lost con-

, fidence in the church, believing that the church has 
become a self-serving organization. A true servant 
relationship will help win to Christ people who are 
naturally resistant to Him. 

Dr. Wimber told us at one of the training seminars 
that his organization wante(! to document where new 
members were coming from in the nation's growing 
churches~ A researcher was sent out to interview leaders 
in churches that were growing at a rate of 1000 percent 
per decade. Interviewing more than 600 persons from 
these growing churches they came back with the conclusion 
that 40 percent of the growth was from converts in 
members' immediate families and 30 percent was from 
close friends and associates of members, while the re­
maining 30 percent was from people whose felt needs 
were being 'met by the church and the people of the 
church. It may be that in our family type churches, 
largely made up of ~econd generation Christians, that 
we have pretty well exhausted the first two categories. 
It follows that the area which is ripe for Seventh Day 
Baptists is that of people with felt needs that may be met 
by the church or individual Christians. The conversion 
of many of these will be impossible through the tradi­
tional means of evangelism. But the people of God as a 
servant people can do the impossible among these 
alienated people by helping to meet their felt, but per­
haps unrecognized, needs. 

Words fall lightly from our lips and are soon forgotten 
by those who hear them. Even the most vivid and mean­
ingful testimony soon loses its power. But the sight of a 
servant people, submissive to God and serving the 
needs of the people is a never to be forgotten experience. 

Here are a few key thoughts that may help us find our 
place as a servant people doing the impossible. 

1) Service is to be personal. Serving an organization may 
be pretty useless as well as boring. Serving people, "The 
least of these, my brethren," is exciting and wins 
God's approval. , 
2) Service must be offered with no thought of reward or 
what we can get out of it, or even what the church can 
get out of it. 
3) Service must be motivated by a heart full of lov~. 
4) Service is to be offered in Jesus' name and for HIS 
sake. . 
5) Service must become a way of life,. and meetin~ a 
need must become an involuntary actIOn, a new hfe 
style for the Christian. 

Then we will be doing the impossible as a servant \ 
people. Praise God for His enabling. 0 ' 

October 1977 

One of the issues under current consideration by 
Seventh Day Baptists i~ that we consider placing 
all salaried executives' offices at General Conference 
headquarters, whether that be in Plainfield or in some 
other location. Most of the offices are now located 
in Plainfield including: the General Conference offices, 
the Historical Society, the Memorial Fund, the Council 
on Ministry, and the American Sabbath Tract Society. 

We would invite our readers to share their views on 
this issue in this Open Forum. We plan to publish all 
letters that are concise and signed. Since we do not have 
space for lengthy articles please share your thoughts 
briefly. Here is the opportunity for you to be heard and 

. also we believe for the issue to be discussed among our 
'people. 

Question: Should all salaried executives' offices be 
located at "headquarters"? 0 

CONFERENCE 
CAPSULES 

Recommendation #4- "Bearing in mind the Lord's 
Great Commission and our response through Commit­
ment To Growth and Commission's Recommendation 
#8 (regarding early recruitment of SCSC participants) 
we would recommend that our response be extended· by 
establishing and implementing the following goals: 

1. To actively ericourage all of our people to dedicate 
a period of time to the Lord's work through their de~ 
nomination. The recommended period of time is to be 
two years. 

2. To tabulate, develop and promote programs that 
would allow the above goal to be achieved through the 
active cooperation of the Mission Board, Women's 
Society, Board of Christian Education and other inter­
ested bodies. 

3. To increase and expand the avenues of communi­
cation so that the needs and challenges of our growing 
work might be adequately promoted. We suggest that 
possible avenues of promotion are: (a) colorful, eye 
catchipg literature (b) exciting programs on the floor of 
Conference, making a high usage of visuals (c) usage of 
current and ex-workers in illustrated informative pre­
sentations and rap sessions in the local churches." 0 
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. 'DE'NOMINATIONAL 
.. , DATELINE 

SEPTEMBER 30- OCTOBER 2 
· Mid-Continent Association 
Denver, CO, . 
Rev. Leon'R. Lawton . 

OCTOBER 3,4 
Baptist Joint Committee 

· Washington, D.C. 
Dr. K. D. Hurley . 
Mrs. Dorothy Parrott 
Rev. Leland llavis 

OCTOBER 4-6 
Religious Liberty Conference 

. Washington, D.C. 
Mrs. Dorothy Parrott 
Dr. K. D. Hurley 

OCTOBER 7 
North American Baptist FeUowship 
Washington, D. C. 
Dr. K. D. Hurley 
Rev. Herbert E. Saunders 
· Thomas Merchant· 

OCTOBER 7·' 
North Central Association 
Albion, WI 
Rev. Leon R. Lawton 

OCTOBER 8 
Editor John D. Bevis 
Mill Yard S.D.B. Church 
London, England 

OCTOBER 9 
Memorial Fund Trustees 
Plainfield, N.J. 

OCTOBER 14·16 
Pacific Coast Association 
Los Angeles, CA 
Rev. Leon R. Lawton 

OCTOBER 14,15· 
Editor John O. Bevis 
Centennial Celebration 
S~O.B. Church 
Haarlem, Netherlands 

OCTOBER 16 
Board of Christian Education 
Alfred, N.Y. 

OCTOBERZ3 
Missionary Society 
Westerly, R.I. 

OCTOBER 27,28 
Planning Committee 
'Plainfield, N.J. 

OCTOBER 29,30 
Reorganizationa) Study Group. 
Plainfield, .N.J. . . 

. NOVEMBERS 
Diaconate Ordination 

,Shiloh, N.J. 
. Rev. Herbert E .. Saunders 

NOVEMBER 6-11 
Commitment to Growth 
Pastors' Training Sessions 
Battle Creek, MI 

NOVEMBER 12 
S.O.B. Church 
Battle Creek, MI 
Rev. Herbert E. Saunders 

The Return of Christ 
(continued from page 5) 

Note: What a picture is presented be­
fore us! Jesus coming from heaven, 
leading His tremendous hosts of 
angels to earth, bright as the sun, 
and with the music of trumpets. As 
Jesus gazes on the graves. of the 
dead His voice sounds with a shout 
of command for them to AWAKE!!· 
Then the graves are opened, and the 
dead rise; the saved will be clothes 
with immortality, and are caught up 
to meet Jesus in the air. 

8. Inasmuch as a correct under­
standing of Christ's· return is of 
'great importance, how will Satan 
try to deceive those living in the 
lasts days? Answer: Matt. 24:4,5, 
23-26 .. ______ _ 
What power and signs does Satan 
cause to be used for purpose of 
deception? Answer: 2 Thess. 2:9 
and Rev. 13:13,14 

Note: Did ,you catch the "pre­
tended" or "counterfeit" or 
"trick" (depending on the trans­
lation you are using) in the 
2 Thess. reference? His signs will . 
not be genuine. Falsechrists have 
already appeared on and off over 
the years, and more will yet, . 
claiming to be the returned Jesus. 
Also "false prophets" (meaning 
untrue ministets)will present un­
sound theories about Christ's 

. coming. But honest people of 
God will not be misled if they 

. have studied . well, . and have 
learned the truth from the Bible. 0 

.,..~,- ---
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~, . ACCESSIONS ,,l,1 
. ~t!ttt~tttttttttttttttftttttttttntttttttttt1tt.ttttt.; 

NORTH JERSEY, NJ 

. By Baptism: . 
Cheryl Coon 
Stephen Coon 

tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt 

+ MARRIAGES + 
t t 
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APPEL-AUSTIN.-Robert Appel, son of 
Rev. and Mrs. A. A. Appel, Albion, Wis;l 
and Cheri Austin, daughter of Mr. ana 
Mrs. Robert Austin, Dodge Center, 
Minn., were united iri marriage in God's 
great outdoors near Winona, Minn., 
August 20, 1977. 

BLIESE-FITZRANDO'LPH-Brian Michael 
Bliese of Milton, Wis., and Robin Kay 
FitzRandolph of Milton, were united 
in marriage at the Seventh Day 
Baptist Church of Milton, Wis., on 
August 20, 1977 with Pastor Earl Cruzan 
officiating. They are making their home 
in Milton. 

ERNEST -PROBASCO'. -J ames Michael 
Ernest, sOnof Mr. and Mrs. Grover L. 
Ernest, and Susan Kay Probasco, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Donald A. 
Probasco, were united in marriage in the 
Shiloh, N.J., Seventh Day· Baptist 
Church, on Sabbath afternoon, August 
20, 1977. Pastor Charles H. Bond 
officiated. Their residence is in Shiloh. 

JO'HNSO'N-CRANE.-Kenneth Johnson, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Johnson, 
Milton, Wis., and Valerie Crane, daugh­
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Arden Crane, 
Dodge Center, Minn., were united in 
marriage in the Dodge Center Seventh 
Day Baptist Church, July 24, 1977. 

SO'PER-LEWIS.-Maurice Milford Soper, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Ira Soper, and 
Cynthis Ann Lewis, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs.· Philip Lewis, were united in 
marriage in the Riverside Seventh Day 
Baptist Church on Sunday, July 24, 1977, 
Pastor Alton L. Wheeler officiated. 

UHLAND-SHEPPARD-Terrance Joseph· 
Uhland, son of Mt. and Mrs. James C. 
Uhland, and Karen Louise Sheppard, 
daughter of Mr. 'and Mrs. Mark K. 
Sheppard, were united in marriage in the 
Shiloh, N.J., Seventh Day Baptist 
Church, on Sabbath afternoon, Sep-

. tember 10, 1977, with the bride's pastor, 
the Rev. Charles H. Bond, officiating. 

VAUGHT -WELCH.-Miss Martha Welch, 
daughter of Mrs. Henrietta Welch and 
the late Pastor Leslie A. Welch of Paint 
Rock, ' Ala., was married to Jerry G, 
Vaught, son of Mr. and Mrs. Austin 
Vaught of Albion, Wis., on August 21, 
.1977 at. the Paint Rock Seventh Day 
Baptist Church, by Elder Clifford A . 
Beebe assisted by Pastor Robert Harris. 
They will be living at Sioux Falls, S.D., 
where the groom is a student at Northern 
Baptist School of Theology. 

The Sabbath Recorder 

c hildrens . 

p age 

RUNNIN' AWAY 

Please h~p Su~e find h~ 

way home ••. 

October 1977 

by Susan Davis Bond 

Susie 
at 

Bush 

'. ,. 

My name is Susan. When.I was six years old 
I was "Susie" and still I sometimes like to think' 
of myself as "Susie." Back then when I was called 
"Susan" it was because I was being bawled out 
for doing something wrong. It was probably one of 

. ~hose "Susan" times that I decided to run away 
from home. I packed all my clothes and even 
~ook my lunch· and ran aJlthe way to the bush 
m o~r front yard that was by the road. I hid . 
~ehmd there forwhaf seemed like a whole day but 
It was actually about 45 minutes. Did you ever 
r~n away? Again when 1 was a big girl about 
fIfteen years old, I felt like running away again. 
I couldn't wait till I was eighteen and could leave 
home. My Mom and Dad were always telling me 
wh~t.to do, and I wanted to make my own 
d~clS1ons. They knew that and on my eighteenth 
bIrthday they even gave me a very official certificate 
that gave me my freedom. . 

Now I don't live with my Mom and Dad anymore 
bec.ause I'm ~ big Mom myself and I'm always 
t~llmg my chIldren what to do. Sometimes I feel 
hke an army sergeant! 

v ~ry soon after my eighteenth birthday I found 
out It I.sn 't eas~ maki.ng decisions and now sometimes 
I feel lIke packmg sUItcase and going back to my 
Mom and Dad to ask them what to do. Well I 
can't do that, but I do have a parent I can go 
to when I need help.. He was with me when I 
w~s six years old hiding behind a bush, He was 
WIth me when I was fifteen years old and wanted 
to r~n again, He was with me when I left home 
at eIghteen and He is with me still at age 29 .. 
I bet you ,know wh?I mean---right---God, my 
Father. I m not gomg to try running away from Him 
because there's no way I could even if I wanted to 
Read Ps~lm 139 and see if you agree. I like God--: 
I love Him and I keep waiting to know Him better 
so. I read th,e Bible. Sometimes I feel far away from· 
HIm but HIS Son Jesus promises, "I will never leave 
you or forsake you." He promises that to me, Susan 
and to you, 
*My mommy had packed the lunch for me . 
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Seventh Day Baptist Ministries and Outreach 
.. . ...... . ... UHHwmmwumwuaumtmmu . 
UHtUUUWUWtmmmmuwwmmmmmt .. OUR WORLD MISSION 

DOLLARS - A measure of denominationaljaith Budgetary Goals 8 mos. total 
and streng(h in Commitment to Growth Suggested August OWM and 

Church or Group "Target" OWM Reported Bds. 
- AUGUST - $ 1 500 $ 130.00 $ 990.14 

December ",---",I)ZlbU, ,215 

November 238,535 

October 216,850 

September 195,165 

c:::::> August 173,480 

July 151,795 

June 1 130,110 

May 108,425 

April 86,740 

'March 65,055 

February 43,370 

January 21,685 

"Let's push. it over the top in 1977!" 
*N the difference between this total and the 1971 budget" 

ote Some extra giving will be necessary! . 

Adams Center NY ....... , 1'800 367.96 982.65 
Albion WI.............. 9'500 2,113.45 5,744.20 
Alfred NY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6' 000 694.90 2,834.92 
Alfred Station NY....... 7'600 1,375.45 4,415.56 
Ashaway RI. ......... " "\' , 8'000 72.00 6,520.86 
Associations and Groups. . 12'000 3,002.47 10,276.54 
Battle Creek MI. . . . . . . . . . , 650 66.00 329.40 
Bay Area CA. . . . . . . . . . . . 750 50.00 360.00 
Berea WV ............. • 4 000 875.42 2,244.45 
Berlin Ny........... . . . . 5'000 1,556.16 3,914.24 
Boulder CO .. .. .. .. .. .. . , 750 ' 320.70 
Brookfield NY ........... 4 500 230.00 2,048.80 
Columbus OH. . . . . . . . . . . , 50.50 100.50 
Dallas-FT. Worth TX .... 947.47 2,905.43 
DaYtona Beach FL ...... '1~:: 5,177.36. 12,705.36, 
Denver CO .. .......... . 319.35 1,508.55 
DeRuyter NY ........... ~,~~ 3,944.30 
DodgeCenter MN ....... , 159.17 639.32 
Farina IL............... 1,200 148.58 880.14 
Fouke AR .............. ~,: 357.70 1,528.56 
Hebron PA .. ; .. .. . .. .. . '350 180.00 
HOPkintoTnxRI. . .. .. .. .. . 1 000 91.60 944.80 
Houston . . . . . . . . . . . . 3'000 973 76 1,407.76 
Individual~j . . . . . . . . . . . . 2' 500 200:00 3,050.00 
Irvington . . . . . . . . . . . . 2'000 331.05 1,055.96 
Kansas cfit~1 M~y . . . . . . . . , 300 53.00 78.00 
Leonar SVI e .. . .. .. . 3 200 426.61' 3,062.18 
LittleGenesee Ny........ 1'200 15531 606.32 
Little Rock AR.......... , 848'27 6,829.16 

I CA 9300 1. . Los Ange es .. .. .. ... 5'000 152.50 3,497.04 
Lost Creek WV... . . . . . . . , 594.08 3,654.92 
Marlbo~ol N~. WV·· . . . . . . 6'i~ 20.00 480.00 

~~~~~ ~~ ...... : : : : : :: 23,000 2,8~~.~ 14,::lx\ 
Milton Junction WI...... 319:38 1,024.82 
New Auburn WI. .. ... . .. 2,500 345.00 1,095.00 
New York NY... .... .. . . 1,500 258.00 1,225.62 
North Jersey NJ . . . . . . . . . i': 1 029 40 4,562.46 
North Loup NE ........ . 4:500 '713:50 2,895.95 
Nortonville KS .......... 1 700 98.74 646.15 
Paint Rock AL ... : . . . . . ., 225.00 
Phoenix AZ............. 590 46 5,405.17 
PlainfieldNJ . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,500 . 

Putnam Co., FL . . . . . . . . . 3 ~;~ 387 00 2,586.33 
Richburg NY ............ 13'200' 2233'31 8,317.70 
Riverside CA . . . . . . . . . . . . , 00 ' 82.50 202.50 
Rockville RI ..... . . . . .. . 7 loo 1,100.75 2,822.54 
Salem WV ........ ;..... , 105.00 902.05 
SalemvilledP~Y" .. . . . . . 2,: 25.00 353.57 
Schenecta y " .. . . . . . 3 300 293.97 1,293.55 
Seattle W A . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14' 500 3,028.35 9,588.05 
Shiloh NJ..... ..... ... .. , 92.84 432.84 
Stonefort IL .. . . . . . . . . . . 1,000 295.32 450.06 
Texarkana AR .......... 3 ;~ 20(U5 1,681.48 
Verona NY ............. , 225.00 1,656.00 
Walworth Wbc····· . .. . !,;~ 460.00 3,677.50 
Washington . . . . . . . . . 4' 000 642 84 2,346.28 
Waterford CT. . . . . . . . . . . " 175:00 2,980.95 
Westerly RI. . . . . . . . . . . . . ~': 413 64 1,171.27 
White Cloud MI ..... .... , . $162,955.31. 

$255,250· $38,493.87 Budget ............... 197 88 
Non-Budge.t . . . . . . . . .. . $38,691.75 
Total To DIsburse. . . . . . MMARY 

AUGUSTSU 
1977 Budget ................................... " . 
Receipts for eight months: 

OWM Treasurer $151,360.49 
Boards reported $ 11,594.82 

$260,215.00 

162,955.31 

$ 97259.69 To be raised by December 31, 1977 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 66.61J,10 
Percentage of year elaps.ed ............................... 62.61J,10 . 
Percentage of budget ralsed .............. " ................ '$1'73',476,72 
Eight months: Du~ ........ , ........... '.... , $162955.31 

Raised ..... , .... " .. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ==' -'---_ 
Arrears ............. , ............. . $ 10,521.41 

Gordon Sanford, OWM Treasurer 
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I 'THE CROSS OF CHRIST 

For thirty years a figure of Christ carved out of ivory 
lay in Norway's Oslo Museum of Applied Art. In 1959 
Thomas Hoving of New York's Metropolitan Museum 
purchased an ivory cross from a Yugoslavian art collector, 
who had stored it in a Swiss bank vault. Hoving recognized 
that it lacked its central figure, the body of Christ. 

Where was the figure? In 1969 Florens Deuchler, then 
chairman of the Cloisters, where the Met holds the core 
of its medieval collection, discovered it in Oslo. Seven 
and a half inches tall, the Oslo Museum figure of Christ 
fits perfectly into the five holes drilled for it on the Met's 
cross. The artist's original design has once again been 
realized. 

We cannot separate Christ from the cross. Jesus came 
to earth to die; it was His mission. The cross was merely 
the means by which His death was accomplished. 

The cross at that time was an ugly symbol of the tyranny 
of Rome, it was a symbol of persecution and death. How­
ever, this ugly symbol has been transformed into one 
of love, hope, and assurance to the believer. For we know 
that Jesus Christ is not only the Man of Galilee but also 
the Christ of Calvary. 

"God forbid that I should boast about anything except 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. Because of that cross 
my interest in all the attractive things of the world was 
killed long ago, and the world's interest in me is also long 
dead" (Galatians 6; 14 LB). 

0-

Paul is not merely thinking about a wooden instrument 
of death but rather about the God-man who died there 
for our ~vation. Surely we cannot separate Christ from 
the cross. 

However the cross was not the end but a new beginning 
for mankind. "Christ rose from the dead and will never 
die again. Death no longer has any power over ~im. He 
died once for all to end sin's power, but now he lives for­
ever in unbroken fellowship with God" (Romans 6:9-10 
LB). Therefore we should not seek to place Christ back 
on the cross as a perpetually dying sacrifice as in the Mass. 
He died once for our sins and now lives forevermore. 

"Christ died only once as an offering for the sins ?f 
many people; and he will come again, b~t n~t deal ag~m 
with our sins. This time he will come brmgmg salvatIOn 
to all those who are eagerly and patiently waiting for him" 

. (Hebrews 9;28 LB). 

Christ will never be separated from the meaning, the 
message of the cross. Throughout the ceaseless ages. of 
eternity the redeemed will give praise t~ the O~e who died 
for their sins upon that ugly cross of sm. Praise God for 
Jesus and the cross that He bore for me - for you. 0 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS DESERVE' 
. . OUR SUPPORT 

It seems that some Seventh Day Baptists' may have a 
wrong impression concerning those who are called to 
serve on committees, boards and agencies for denom­
ational work. 

The feeling has been expressed by a minority that com­
mittee membership affords opportunity for a few to 
"throw their weight around,'.' even disregarding the 
needs and desires of the people they were elected to. 
represent. We are quite certain this is not so. 

No doubt, with a few exceptions, committee people 
give of themselves in a conscientious effort to do the 
Lord's will, not their own. They spend long toilsome 
hours wresting with the various situations and problems 
that face them. This is done without pay, except for 
the executives, and often they must sacrifice vacation 
time in order to be a part of the committee. 

Committee work is an important part of Seventh Day 
Baptist life it seems. It gives opportunity for grass-roots 
participation in the planning and implementing of de­
nominational goals and objectives. Even though the 
honor of serving is often dubious, there is a certain 
satisfaction gained by taking an active role in the ad .. 
vancement of the Kingdom 'of Christ and His Church. 

We owe a debt of gratitude to those who serve. Pray 
for them, they covet your prayer support. We would 
also· encourage you to respond to their appeals for 
assistance; share with them your views and concerns. 
They truly do want to represent you. 

Committee participation is vital to a continuation of 
Seventh Day Baptist democracy. 'It is worthy of our full 
support. 0 

SECOND BIBLE COURSE INTRODUCED 

The Tract Society is very pleased with the .response to 
the GUIDE home Bible study course. Many have re­
quested a second course, more in depth, for additional 
study. We are happy to announce the completion of the 
CHRISTIAN NURTURE AND GROWTH BIBLE 
COURSE as a companion to Our first series 

This new course is comprised of twelve lessons and is 
helpful in discipling new Christians into the body of 
Christ-the Church. Lesson titles are: Knowing Where I 
Stand with God, My Belief in Jesus Christ, My Belief 
in the Holy Spirit, My Belief Concerning the Bible, 
Believing in the Sacredness of Human Life, My Belief 
Concerning Sin and Salvation, My Belief Concerning 
Eternal Life, My Belief Concerning the Church, My 
Belief Concerning Baptism, My Belief Concerning the 
Lord's Supper, My Belief Concerning the Sabbath, and 
My Belief Concerning Evangelism. 

Copies of this new course may be ordered from the 
American Sabbath Tract Society, P.O. Box 868, 
Plainfield, N.J. 07061. Donations for printing costs are 
appreciated. 0 
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INTERESTED 
In thebistory of a family named: 

Ayars, Bacon, Barrat, Bee, Bennett, 
Bivins, Bonham or Bowen, Campbell, -
Cartwright, Davis, Dunham or Dunn, 
Hall, Jarman, Lennox, Mac/erson or 
Marryott, Noble, Platts, Randolph, 
Sheppard, or Swinney, Thomas, Tomlinson, 

-.--West, Wood, Wright or Youngs? 

The Sabbath Recorder 
510 Watchung Ave., Box 868 

Plainfield, N. J. 01061 

Second class postage paid at Plainfield, N. J. 07061 

II 

. Then We Have A Book for You 

. Register 
of 

Cohansey Seventh Day Baptist Church 
Shiloh, ,New Jersey 

1737 -1830 
by Ernest K. Bee, Jr. 

"On August 16, 1975, while doing genealogical 
research among' the records and documents of the 

_ Seventh Day Baptist Church, Shiloh, New Jersey, a 
register for the years 1737-1830 was found. It was 
covered with oil cloth which was held on by cotton 
string pushed through the edges. The pages of the 
register were deteriorating - crumbling and discolored 
from centuries of handling ... " 

Just off the press! ! ! 

Send $5 to: Seventh Day Baptist Publishing House, 
Box 868,510 Watchung Avenue, Plainfield, N.J. 07061 

THESABBATH-

SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST NOVEMBER 1977 

Let the Earth Rejoice ..• 
Let the field exult •.. 
The trees of the forest will sing 

for joy before the Lord. 
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I Chron. 16:31-33 
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