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JANUARY 13 DESIGNATED ~ +
“WORLD FEDERATION DAY

Sabbath, January 13, 1979, has been designated
as the first “World Federation Day,”” according to
a recent announcement from Seventh Day Baptist .
World Federation executive committee.

By so-designating the last day of the federation’s

. annual ‘“‘Week of Prayer,”’ officials of the world body
E@ay@g* expressed hope that it would become a significant
event in the year for Seventh Day Baptists, focusing

A Week of resd |
January 7-13, 1979 worldwide.ellowship and- mission of Seventh Day

Baptists. '

National conventions and their leaders, and local
churches and their pastors and lay leaders, are urged
to plan appropriate activities of recognition for that
day, including special presentations about Seventh Day
Baptists around the world. Specific suggestions and
materials will be distributed by the executive committee.

The meditations for 1979
have been prepared by the
Rev. L. Sawi Thanga, general
secretary of the Burma
Seventh Day Baptist Confer-
ence with offices in Rangoon.

Finally, but significantly, churches and conventions
around the world are requested to designate a special
offering January 13 in support of World Federation-
funded projects. Projects voted by the world body
in its recent meeting in the United States included
a special evangelistic thrust in Brazil, a special program
to establish contact among scattered Seventh Day
| Baptist churches and individuals in Europe, and church

| - - and camp construction projects in Burma, Great Britain,
el Malawi, South Africa, and Guyana. Some of these
projects have already received funds from the World
Federation treasury, but others, including the Brazilian

The Week of Prayer is sponsored by the Seventh and European efforts, await gifts to the federation. ST e

Day Baptist World Federation. To obtain. your - . e ~~...

copy of the devotional booklet write to: The Seventh Day Baptists arounq the world are urged e s ES

American Sabbath Tract Society, P.O. Box 868, to consider the World Federation and contribute to | T TN | o
Plainfield, NJ 07061. [ - its ministry on its day, January 13.[] o R
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Watch the Sabbath Recorder next
month for a major announcement
regarding Seventh Day Baptist radio
outreach ‘“The Word of Truth.”

1978
yearbooks
are ready!

$4.00 each

Order from:

S.D.B. Pub. House
Box 868 |
Plainfield, NJ 0706
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You come to the end of the week’s
work worn out, thoroughly exhausted,
ready to drop!

Your body is bone-weary, full of
the effects of fatigue. The thought
of expending energy is, to say the
least, distasteful. In fact, you seem
to have used up all your energy
so there i1s none left to expend.
Any physical exertion at all seems
too much. You’re all played out,

““‘dog-tired!”’

Your mind is tired(too. It’s sluggish
and you can’t think clearly. It’s
hard to make decisions, and as for
reasoning something out, it just seems
impossible. Any mental application
appears like too much effort. You're
tired—*‘all done out!”’
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But there’s a remedy! God knew
that a week of work would bring
about these results, and made pro-
vision for recuperation from tiredness.
He set aside a day for the effects
of fatigue to wear off—a day on
which to lay aside the everyday
duties and tasks—a day for rest.

Rest! How inviting that sounds!
How blessed at the end of the week
to lay down the burden of the
daily round of work, to shut up
shop, to put aside all the toil and
stress and worry of making a living—
to relax and gain one’s strength.

Perhaps you feel that you can’t
afford to do that. You have so
many financial demands, so many
expenses, SO many payments to
make that you can’t think of taking
a day off every week. That’s taking
a short view of the matter. It has
been proved over a period of time
a person working six days per week
and resting one will actually accom-
plish more than the person working

every day. Besides, the one working -

seven days per week is sapping his
energy, breaking down his body,
and actually shortening his life. The
“‘divine rhythm of a healthy life’’ is
six days work and one day rest.

So, if you. are tired, try this
remedy! Take your Sabbath rest as
God intended and as He commandes.
After your six days’ work, lay off

By Rev. Lester G. Osborn

on the seventh. It will pay off in
the long run. ‘““The Sabbath was
made for man,’’ said Jesus. That is,
it was made for his physical, mental,
moral, and spiritual welfare.

The soul gets tired too—tired of
carrying the burden of sin. That is
the portion of everyone, for ‘‘all
have sinned and come short of the
glory of God.”” Accompanying the
load of sin is a burden of guilt.
““The soul that sinneth it shall die.”’
There is a remedy for this tiredness,
too—a relief from this soul-weariness.
Jesus says, ‘“‘Come unto me all ye
taht labor and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest.”” Yes, there is
a rest for tired souls. So, if you are
tired of the load of your sin, ‘‘Cast
your burden on the Lord”’—unload
all your soul-weariness on Him and
rest in His redeeming love.

Tired? If you are, try the God-
provided remedy! [
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What kind of year was it?

As a noted broadcaster might reso-

nate, ‘‘It was a year like all years,
only...we were there.”’

Or as Neil Diamond might sing,
“I’ve been this way before...and
I'll be this way again.”’ It was packed
with all The Preacher’s seasons.
Popes died. A test tube baby was
born. Denominational fragments
squabbled and held hands. Closet
doors stayed open, leading to pitched
battles. The WCC: gave; the NCC
fired. The squeaky wheel of a pug-
~nacious church got greased in educa-
tional and political arenas. |

It was a year of good. More
books and Bibles were distributed,
more radio and TV broadcasts made,
more crusades and missions held,
more people touched by the gospel
~ than ever before.

It was also a year of the crazies.
During Mickey Mouse’s fiftieth
birthday, the religious community,
from Rev. Jim Jones to novices,
played more than its share of Looney
Tunes. And so it goes. Here’s an
overview of the trends and the
newsmakers:
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DENOMINATIONS

They met and talked and issued.
The Southern Baptists grew. The
Lutherans disagreed. Ditto the
Presbyterians. The Methodists may
have wished they’d never heard of
retirement homes.

In a major statement on papal
infallibility, the official Lutheran-

Roman Catholic: dialogue team

declared, ‘‘The: ultimate trust of
Christians is in Christ and the gospel,
not in a doctrine of infallibility,
whether of Scripture, the church, or
the pope.”’ .

At the Lutheran sandlot, the teams

‘kept taking their ball and going

home. The controversial Book of
Worship was published (800,000
copies) for the LCA, ALC and the
ELCW, but the Missouri Synod
said ‘““No thanks.”” The Synod
reported a loss of 111 parishes
and 87,000 members. The Evangelical
Lutheran Synod said, ‘‘No,” to
merger talks.

The United Methodist Church
was embroiled in a class action suit
over bankruptcy and kickbacks
involving the Pacific Homes retire-
ment center. The two major Pres-
byterian bodies talked merger while
churches kept skipping back and
forth. Child abuse and battered
women were focal points. Human
rights was the hottest issue, fueled
by comments from UN Ambassador
Andrew Young on “political prisoners”
in the United States.

The Salvation Army marked its
Centenary and led the way in ordina-
tion of women. A body of denomi-
nations tried to reopen a steel mill
in Youngstown, Ohio, to relieve
an unemployment crisis. Daddy
Herbert W. gave the boot to son

“Religibn in Review”’ is a year-end feature
of EP News Service furnished without charge
both to subscribers and to EPA members.

R

Garner Ted Armstrong, so Garner
Ted started the Church of God
International. ‘‘Battle of the Bible’’
proponents conferred on inerrancy
and affirmed every jot and tittle.
The General Association of Regular
Baptists reminded us again to watch
out for the Communists.

" EVANGELISM

Billy Graham held crusades in Las
Vegas, Kansas City, Scandinavian
countries, and Poland. He corrected
McCall’s magazine for ‘‘misquoting’’
him on special evangelistic groups
and on who is and is not lost.
The Graham organization reported a
$3 million deficit and was fingered

. by the grumpy Charlotte Observer

with allegations of irregularity in a
‘land purchase for a layman’s Bible
training center.

Ruth - Carter Stapleton called a
Newsweek cover article on her a
‘‘devastating”’ reading experience.
Her planned appearance at an inter-
national Hebrew-Christian conference
drew flak. She cancelled.

Israel passed a law with an eye
on roving evangelists. The Gerald
L. K. Smith Crusade closed after
30 ultra-conservative years. Only 31
people showed up for Billy James
Hargis’ comeback. And a missions
‘scholar urged the banning of the
word ‘‘crusade’’ because it stirs
“‘triumphalistic images of violence
and war.”’

MISSIONS

A storm was triggered by the
World Council of Churches’ $85,000
grant to the Patriotic Front in
Rhodesia. Ambassador Young backed
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it; the WCC defended it, although
admitting the timing was ‘“‘clumsy’’;
and the Salvation Army and bits
and pieces of evangelical groups
withdrew, at least temporarily, from
the WCC.

Missionaries were killed in Rhodesia
and elsewhere in battle-weary Africa.
Evangelicals came under pressure
in Portugal, but a proposed Spanish
constitution carried new guarantees
of religious freedom. A bill concerning
religious conversions in India was
termed ‘‘unconstitutional and anti-
Christian.”’ Anticipated Baptist ad-
monitions not to appoint an envoy
to the Vatican fell on deaf ears
at the White House.

In Russia, seven Pentecostals took
refuge in the U.S. Embassy and
refused to leave until allowed to
emigrate. The Russians enraged the
world and made a mockery of
human rights’ statements by sentencing
several Jewish ‘‘dissidents’’ and
““activists’’ to prison and exile. Peter
Vins, son of Russian Baptist leader
Georgi Vins, was sentenced to a year
in prison.

The worldwide refugee problem
was of initial concern, particularly
in Africa and on the high seas.
World Vision led efforts to help
thousands of ‘‘boat people’’ fleeing

‘Vietnam and Cambodia.

EDUCATION

Kentucky and North Carolina were
educational battlegrounds. Kentucky
education officials got a tiger by the
tail in the Kentucky Association of
Christian Schools. The courts barred
the state from regulating beyond
minimum fire, safety and attendance
requirements. An injunction was
imposed against displaying the Ten
Commandments in Kentucky class-
rooms. A Kentucky law requiring
Bible reading in public classrooms
was ‘‘probably unconstitutional.’’

Teachers were fired for witnessing
in class. New Jersey endorsed silent
meditation in schools. Biola College
celebrated its 70th. Rev. Jesse
Jackson PUSHed for higher educa-
tional opportunities for blacks. The

- Dallas school board was accused of

delving . into religious preferences
in questioning superintendent candi-
dates. The ‘“‘reverse discrimination’’
case found Allan Bakke in medical
school and ‘‘affirmative action”
proponents stunned. And Nancy

- Drew and the Hardy Boys books

were banned in Newton, Mass.,
because they were ‘‘not well written.”’
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LIFESTYLES

Homosexuals continued to duck
the oranges of wrath, but the battle
lines shifted. Gay teachers were hired
and fired. Gay ministers were
ordained. The Evangelical Free
Church ruled homosexuality ‘‘an
abomination.”” A United Presbyterian

Church task force favored gay

ordination, but the UPC general
assembly, somewhat divided, voted
to oppose ordination. ‘
California’s Proposition 6, re-
quiring the firing of teachers who
are avowed homosexuals, found

church groups on contesting sides.

Local anti-gay rights were voted
down in Dade County, Fla., Wichita,
Ks., St. Paul, Minn., and Eugene,
Ore., but were approved in Seattle,
Wash., when backing from the

. Church Council of Greater Seattle

beat down the efforts of evangelicals
and fundamentalists.
The Nazis wanted attention and

-the right to march in Skokie, Ill.

They got the former, not the latter.
The Church of the Brethren turned
in its handguns. Hare Krishna
devotees gave up shaved heads for a
mod appearance but still lived in
plane, bus and train emporiums.
Anheuser-Busch Brewery dropped
its plans to market ‘‘baby beer.”
The New Call to Peacemaking,

a federation of Friends, Brethren

and Mennonites, held its first national
meeting, renounced war and called
for a simpler lifestyle. Over $23
million was spent on anti-smoking
campaigns; the industry countered
with an estimated $80 million to
keep us puffing. Madalyn Murray
O’Hair lost an $80,000 slander suit
she attributed to a jury of ‘“‘malice-
filled Christians.”’

~ Polls showed: 12 percent in the
U.S. live in poverty; more British
teen-agers believe in UFO’s than in
God; 55 percent in the U.S. believe
in abortion ‘‘only in certain circum-
stances’’; 58 percent in the U.S.
endorse ERA; alcohol overindulgence
increased by 5 percent; 90 percent
of U.S. women believe in God
and 67 percent pray daily; and single
parent households increased, as did
fatherless families.

Church forces combined to help
vote down casino gambling, jai alai
betting and parimutual horse racing
in Florida, New Jersey, and Virginia.
Liquor by the drink passed in dry
Kansas and was an issue in North
Carolina where a Baptist minister
backed it, then recanted. Courts
ruled in Massachusetts, Minnesota

and Florida that life-support systems
could be unplugged. “‘Christian Yellow
Pages’’ popped up in the Carolinas
and Tennessee and quickly folded.
The , Theology of the Americas
Conference urged Americans to
explore alternatives to capitalism.
And in Henryetta, Okla., fundamen-
talists defended the town ban against
live snakes and public dancing.

NEWSMAKERS AND EVENTS

The year 1978 was the year of
three Popes. Pope Paul’s VI’s death
was followed by the death of Pope
John Paul I after his less than
forty days in the Vatican. The third
Pope was the first ever from Poland.

A test tube baby was born to a
British couple, promising theological
debates for years to come. Thirty
U.S. scientists studied the mysterious
Shroud of Turin. Is it the actual
burial sheet of Jesus? Tune in about
1980 for test results. Sir Thomas

‘More’s skull was found in ‘‘good

condition’’ after 400 years. Monks
say they discovered the skylof
John the Baptist while renévating
a monastery sixty miles outside Cairo.
McDonald’s assured us it hasn’t
given contributions to the Church of
Satan or put worms into its ham-
burgers. Dr. Robert Schuller’s church
raised $1.25 million in one day for
it Crystal Cathedral. The Singing
Nun was singing the blues: she’s
broke in Belgium. Underground
Evangelism and Jesus to the Com-
munist World engaged in a messy
court trial. The National Council
of Churches fired high executive
Lucius Walker, Jr., over financial
problems. |

and finally...

It was a year rich in ““‘And Finally...”
material. Our favorite was Forrest
Toney, a Kansas City laborer. In
a short-lived career in prophesy,
he warned in a series of newspaper |
ads that the area would be destroyed
by fire. As a sign he called for
the destruction of the RLDS audito-
rium on September 12 by a mighty
wind. September 12 was calm. The
auditorium still stands. ‘‘It’s just as
well,”” Toney shrugged. ‘‘If it had
happened, I’d have probably gotten
the big head.”’

It was a year of very few big heads.
Ultimately, it was another year of

the Lord who, to paraphrase Psalm -

65:11 ‘“‘crowns each year with his
goodness.”’ [



A STORY WORTH
- REPEATING....

REV.
LOUIS

RICHARD |
CONRADI |

Last month we shared with you
a portion of a tribute written about
the late Rev. L. R. Conradi, German
Seventh Day Baptist leader in the
thirties. The article appeared in the
March 4, 1940 edition of the Sabbath
Recorder and was penned by Dr.
Corliss Fitz Randolph, founder of
the S.D.B. Historical Society and
then president of the American
Sabbath Tract Society.

In this final section of the original
article Randolph shows that Conradi
was a man of many accomplishments
in several areas of Christian ministry.
This story of Conradi’s life and
work we feel will benefit every

new generation of Seventh Day

Baptists as we gain fresh inspiration
and encouragement from a study of
this dedicated life.

As the years passed, Rev.
Conradi’s attention became more
and more fixed on ‘““The Sure Word
of Divine Prophecy.”’ He wrote
large commentaries, each, on the
books of Daniel and Revelation,
in German. Fourteen editions of
these appeared, an upwards of
- 200,000 copies of each were circu-
lated, thus giving them a larger

1856-1939

circulation .than that of any other
commentary on prophecy published
in German. Translations were called
for, in Swedish, Spanish, Danish,
and Finnish. Later, he wrote a book
in English, entitled, The Mpystery
Unfolded, which was printed in
London, and then published in
about a dozen other languages.

But he was not yet satisfied, and
entered upon an exhaustive study
of all the old commentaries in the
leading languages on the books of
Dani¢l and Revelation. Weeks were
spent in the major continental
European libraries, and six months
in-the British Museum. Many a day

‘he spent in copying his authorities

from nine o’clock in the morning
till six o’clock in the afternoon,
without interruption of any kind.
The ultimate result of all this study
was published in English, in London,
in January, 1935, under the title,
The Impelling Force of Prophetic
Truth.

- Feeling that due recognition had
not been given O. R. L. Crozier,
one of the early leaders of the
Seventh-day Adventists, he addressed
himself to the task of placing the
activities and influence of Crozier

in their proper setting. The first

compiled by John D. Bevis

continued from Dec.
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result of his research was published
in German, at Hamburg. Some
years later, an edition in English,
materially revised and enlarged, was
published by the American Sabbath
Tract Society, at Plainfield, N.J.
It came from the press at just about
the time of his death, and a package
containing fifty copies was mailed
to him, -as he had requested, before
the news of his decease had reached
this country. The work is entitled,
The Founders of the Seventh Day
Adventist Denomination.

Although at the time of his con-
version he identified himself with
the Seventh-day Adventists, as early
as the year 1888 he found himself
differing radically from the teachings
of Mrs. James White, their acknow-
ledged prophetess and leader, as to
certain doctrinal beliefs. Indeed, it
1S by no means certain that he ever
fully accepted certain of Mrs. White’s
claims. At all events, his one mission
in life was to preach the ‘‘everlasting
Gospel,”’ rather than millenarianism.
That he was a sincere and ardent
believer in millenarianism, there is
no reason to doubt; but it does
not appear that he ever held the
extreme views which characterized

Mrs. White and other leading

Seventh-day Adventists. It also
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appears to be fairly clear that converts
to Adventism under his leadership
had a training somewhat different
from that of those accepting those
doctrines under other leaderships.
He totally rejected Mrs. White,

With Conradi, these differences grew
in proportion until, early in 1932,
he returned to this country to arrange
for a formal separation from the
Seventh-day Adventist Denomination.
Naturally, its leaders were much
grieved; but offered him the usual
retirement allowance granted their
superannuated leaders, if he would
remain silent and refrain from any
activity by way of propagation of
his new views. But he declined the
offer. He was committed to preach
the “‘everlasting Gospel’’ so long
as the Lord should give him mental
and physical vigor. Besides, he felt
duty bound to make public his
reasons for this new step, and to
give aid and comfort to the many
hundreds of Seventh-day Adventists
who had come to hold views similar
to his own.

Through the intervention of Elder
Evans, Conradi was ultimately
awarded a full year’s salary, after
finally severing his ties with the

Seventh-day Adventists, upon for-

mally renouncing his claim to
““sustentation’’-(retirement allowance).
Thanking him ‘‘for the outcome
of a happy understanding,’’ Elder

-~ Evans wrote him, as follows:

“Not without sincere regret and sorrow we
took this action recording your departure
JSrom the fundamental teachings of our faith.
You have been a diligent worker and have
accomplished much for the cause.”’

Following this, Conradi adds this
categorical statement,

M y departure from the fundamental
teachings of Seventh-day Adventist faith was
only based upon my disbelief of Mrs. White’s
visions.”’

BECOMES A
SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST

Not wishing to be without a
church anchor of recognized standing,

a Sabbath-keeping church, he turned -

to the Seventh Day Baptists, making
a diligent and searching inquiry as
to their doctrinal beliefs and, very
particularly, their church polity. As
a result of informal conferences
held with the corresponding secre-

taries of the Missionary and Tract

Societies and the president of the
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Seventh Day Baptist General Con-
ference on the very eve of his departure
for home after his final conference
with the Seventh-day Adventist
leaders in Washington, D.C., in
November 10-11, 1931, a small group
of interested friends made it possible
for him to attend the Seventh Day
Baptist General Conference at Adams
Center, N.Y., in the following
August; and he accepted the invi-
tation of the president of the General
Conference so to do. Here, after
an extended conference with a
committee specially appointed for
the purpose, and on its advice, he
applied for membership in the

Adam Center church. That church -

at once called a council, consisting
of a large number of leading delegates
to the General Conference, to pass
upon his credentials, including an
examination as to his Christian
experience, his doctrinal views, and
his fitness for recognition as an
accredited minister of the gospel
by the General Conference. |

This council, presided over by
Dr. Boothe C. Davis, president of

Alfred University, held an extended

session in the Adams Center church,
in the course of which the candidate
made a very full statement as to the
several questions concerning which
the council was called, and made
full and satisfactory replies to various
points raised by members of the
council. At the conclusion, the council,
without a dissenting voice, passed
a favorable vote on all the questions
involved. Thus he became a member
in full and regular standing in the
Adams Center church; and was
given -full recognition, also, as a

duly accredited Seventh Day Baptist

minister, by the General Conference.

RETURNS TO LABOR
IN GERMANY

. Happy in his new church rela-
- tionship, and after a visit of some

weeks among friends and relatives
in this country, he returned to his
home in Hamburg, Germany, to give

solace and comfort to many friends

there, who, like himself, had found
themselves out of harmony with their
former church relationships. At once
he began organizing them into
Seventh Day Baptist churches; until,
according to their annual report to
the General Conference in 1939,
there were twenty-seven (27) churches
in number, with a total membership

of 533. Our church at Irvington,
N.J., with a membership of thirty-
eight (38), is of this class, though
not included in the twenty-seven
churches named above.

All this was accomplished without

any proselyting. He went only where

he was invited to go, and accepted
for church membership only those
who asked for the privilege; ahd at
all times he scrupulously refrained
from entering a Seventh-day Adven-
tist church.

PUBLICATION WORK BEGUN

A great believer in the use of |
the printed page, early in this new

~ work, he established a small monthly

magazine, entitied ‘‘Wahrheit -
Licht - Leben’’ (Truth-Light-Life).
Besides gospel messages and other
relevant matter, this magazine con-
tained the Sabbath School lessons,
month by month, prepared by
Doctor Conradi, for its German
readers.

In traveling he was not always
mindful of his physical welfare as-
more thoughtful prudence would:
have dictated. Was he going on an

~ocean voyage? Ample funds were

provided for him to travel in full
comfort as a second class passenger
on one of the largest of the ocean-
going steamers; but he would choose
the Spartan third class, lacking in
the ordinary comforts of a sea
voyage, with a minimum of appoint-
ments of. convenience.- Thus he saved
the difference in cost ‘‘for the
good of the cause.” A similar
habit characterized his land travel,
and for the same purpose. A laudable
purpose, certainly. But this was the
one type of thing in which his other-
wise good judgment appears to have
been somewhat biased. He seems
often to have failed to realize that
his service for the Master, whom he
so dearly loved and whom he served
so faithfully and efficiently, could
best be given through carefully
conserving his physical well-being.
On the pther hand, many of his

- journeys, of necessity, subjected

him to undue strain. .

RETURN TO AMERICA

In the summer of 1934, he again
visited this country and attended
(continued on page 18)



By Elaine Furlow

ALCOHOLISM:

THE SILENT
CONSPIRACY

They found Bud lying on a sofa
in a pool of blood. The ambulance
came and took him away. He died
before midnight. He was 58. His
bleeding resulted from cirrhosis of
the liver. - “It’s common among
alcoholics,”” the doctor said. *I
didn’t know Bud was an alcoholic,””
said a neighbor. ‘‘He was such a
nice, gentle man.”’ ‘‘Oh, you knew.
We all knew,’’ said the man’s wife.
‘““We just never did anything about
it.”’ |

Alcoholism is the United States’
number three health problem, behind
cancer and heart disease. The
National Council on Alcoholism
(NCA) estimates at least 10 million
Americans are alcoholics. For each

alcoholic, NCA estimates four other .

persons are directly affected. Baptists
are not immune to this national
problem costing billions of dollars
and creating thousands of disrupted,
ruined lives. |

A 1977 survey of teen-agers
attending Ridgecrest Baptist Con-
ference Center found 46.1 percent
of the respondents knew a family
member — mother, sibling, grand-
parent — with a drinking problem.

A similar survey of Woman’s
Missionary Union workers revealed
63.6 percent knew a family member
with a drinking problem; 37.6 percent
knew members of their churches
with drinking problems.

Experts — Baptists and others —
say it won’t help to pretend there’s
no problem. Alcoholics often are
surrounded by friends and family

who do more harm than good in

the ‘‘conspiracy of silence’’: the

seven-year-old daughter doesn’t

mention it to her schoolmates; the
wife picks up bounced checks and
makes them good; the co-worker
punches in for his buddy one more
time. ‘ |

““The number one problem in

dealing with addiction is denial
(of the problem’s existence),”’ says
Wade Hopkin, chief therapist at
Ridgeview Institute, Smyrna, Ga.
To break through, counselors use
“tough love.”” Tough love attacks
the disease, not the person. -

“We used to thirik a guy had to
hit bottom before he could be

‘helped,”’ says Hopkin. ‘‘But we

know there are two areas a guy

-dependency,

will fight for — one is his job,
the other is relations with his spouse.
When people on the job and the
family both say, ‘We’re not going
to allow this anymore — you need
help,’ you can start there.”’

For tough love to work, it takes
the combined effort of everyone
around the alcoholic. Some pastors
have a helpless, uneasy, even scornful
feeling, based on faulty understanding
of alcoholism. They can recite stories
of telephone calls for help at all
hours; alcoholics who used them
once too often; frustrating counseling
situations. Some confusion comes
from an unclear definition of
alcoholism, its causes and cures.

The alcoholic’s physical and
emotional makeup differs from that

of people who do not develon the

disease. Some workers in the alco-
holism field compare the disease
to diabetes, where hereditary factors
make one person more susceptible.
Yet predisposition is only a partial
cause. Push-pull demands of one’s
environment, psychological empty
spaces in a person’s life — these,
too, contribute.

A former pastor now running a
rehabilitation camp for alcoholics
in Florida argues, ‘‘The medical
and government approach is that
alcoholism is a disease, and that’s
true in that it’s irreversible. But
alcoholism is a lifestyle, a coming
short of the glory cf God. It’s the
opposite of walking in the spirit.
Something is missing.”’

To recognize alcoholism as a
disease does not relieve a person of

responsibility for his or her condition.

It does, however, enable: alcoholics
to regain their self-esteem, yet seek
medical help. |

Too, a Christian sensitive to
alcoholics’ medical needs will not
fall into the trap of thinking love
and understanding alone can work a
cure. ‘“That’s how ‘the alcoholic
gets to the Christian. He says, ‘If
you love me, you will nurture me —
me and my vomit, me and my
’”* says Ridgeview’s
Hopkin.

- Hopkin urges people not to “‘buy
into”’ that revolving door pattern,
for caretaking only runs a dreary,
hopeless cycle. Because an alcoholic
can drain a minister’s time and
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.energy, one counselor advocates

bringing 1n agencies equipped to
help, while continuing to counsel
the alcoholic’s family.

To effect a lasting cure, many
alcoholics join with people who
understand. Among the most success-
ful groups is A.A. (Alcoholics
Anonymous), with more than one
million members. Many churches
have opened their facilities to A. A.
meetings. But the decision needs to
be a total church commitment. One
Baptist church in Memphis allowed
A. A. to use its basement, then
balked when church members learned
about ‘‘all that cigarette smoke and

“all those butts” in the room.

(Recovering alcoholics do seem to
drink coffee and to smoke in
inordinate amounts. But lately, no-
smoking A. A. groups have sprung
up.) Churches can also help through
education. The Southern Baptist
Home Mission Board’s Christian
Social Ministries Department spon-
sors awareness conferences.

Awareness and education are
especially needed for young people —
the younger the better. The softer
approach may be more effective
than traditional hardline attitudes —
“Thou shalt not”’ — toward alcohol
consumption. Two studies indicate
anti-alcohol  religious  groups
produce more alcoholics .among
their drinking members than do
other denominations.

While not as many Baptists as
Catholics or Lutherans drink, from
every 100 drinking Baptists come
more alcoholics than from 100
drinkers of any group studied.

Many people believe Christians =~

have ‘‘something special to offer”’
in relating to alcoholics — the mes-
sage of hope for the human condition,

the potential for rebirth. Christians, -

unfortunately, aren’t always able to
translate into action that message of
hope.

““The biggest job we have,’’ says
Harold Wilcox of the Christian
Social Ministries Department, ‘‘is
changing the attitude of the minister

and the congregation. When  this

attitude is changed from one of

condemnation to one of love and
care, the alcoholic can be helped.”’ [J

-Elaine Furlow is book editor for the Southern
Baptist Home Mission Board.
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‘world
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day

Celebrate your oneness with the family of 33 million Baptists!

A free packet is available to quide churches in their observance of -
Baptist World Alliance Day, February 4, 1979. Materials include
sermon ideas, daily Bible readings, discussion questions for study
groups, and additional projects. | |

1

To order, write to: Baptist World Allionce, 1628 Sixteenth St.,
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009.
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From Qur
Youthful Readers...

When I consider the heavens at night,
The black velvet sky sprinkled with diamond stars,
Then I wonder, to myself, |
Who is man, that all this beauty
Is created for his enjoyment?
As the psalmist says—
““When I consider thy heavens,
The work of thy fingers,
The moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained;
What is man, that thou art mmdful of him?”’
Andyet we, =
Little though we are
In God’s great plan,
Have been chosen to have dominion over all.
Over all the beasts of the field,
And all the birds of the air,
And everythi‘ng that moves in the depths of the sea.
We have done nbthing to deserve all this,
We, the lost-created sinful beings.
And yet God, of His infinite , encompassing love,
Has made us ‘‘a little lower than the angels”’
And has crowned us with glorjy and honor.
May His name be praised! |

-Myrna Barber
Berlin, NY '

10

- Well, bye now, and oh...

The world from my eyes is a beautiful thing,
full of life, breath, love and kindness.

But to some it is full of hatred, sorrow and pain.
It is that way to them because they do not show

the love and kindness others want.

Others keep themselves boxed up and away from the world,
because one person, maybe even two or three, wer

unkind to them.

So, they in turn show hatred toward everyone.

Itry to be as kind as I possibly can.

Therefore I have many friends to comfort me

when I am hurt or sorrowed,

Now don'’t you think the world would be a better place
if each of us could be kind to one another?
Follow Jesus, my friend, and He will help you to be kind

to others.,

-Laura Leigh Bevis
Plainfield, NJ
‘age 10

Christmas»is the time for a mass of white snow.
A time of joy that everybody should know.

A joy because of a Jesus’ boy.
A time of skating, not raking.
Maybe even a skate date!

A time of sleighing not laying.
It’s a time for Santa Claus

So don’t pause.

Héppy New Year!

-Greg Pagén
South Plainfield, NJ
age 10
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Dr. K.D. Hurley

MULTIPLICATION
OF MINISTRIES

Seventh Day Baptists are com-
mitted to growth—numerically and
spiritually!

Evidences of that growth already
abound. New churches are being
established. Converts are being added
to the denomination. Members are
demonstrating new life in Christ.

The recently established General

Council is taking seriously the

mandate of General Conference to
proceed toward implementing ‘‘full-
circle administration’’ and to plan
for increasing by twice all facets of
denominational life during the 1980’s.

At its October meeting, the
General Council affirmed the following
statement of ‘‘purpose’’:

“As Seventh Day Baptist Christians,
we are called to glorify God
(ultimate purpose). This is done
as we fulfill the Great Commuission
of our Lord (stated purpose).
Our immediate objective is to
discover and fulfill our mission,
highlighted as Commitment 1o
Growth. This means specific
growth goals—for us as individuals,
for our churches and for the
ministry we have to the -world
- (immediate objective).”’

In order to help analyze potential
growth patterns and to evolve an
appropriate mechanism for using
and coordinating the denomination’s
full resources, the Council has estab-
lished three major resource sub-
committees: Extension, Nurture,
Support Services—the dimensions
of “full-circle’’ administration. On
each committee are at-large members
from the denomination as well as
employed executives from the agencies.*

An Executive Committee has
also been formed composed of the
Conference president, who serves as

- January 1979

chairman of the Council; the vice-
president; and an at-large member.
In addition to the usual functions
of such a committee, the Executive
Committee will handle financial and
budgetary advisement and personnel
evaluation.

The Council will meet again in
April. In the meantime, the sub-
committees are engaged in study,
with the special assistance of the
employed executives who form (with
the executive secretary of General
Conference) a Coordinating Leader-
ship team. The CLT meets monthly
at denominational headquarters in
Plainfield.

At its December meeting, the

CLT spent considerable time in
reviewing and attempting to clarify
organizational relationships in the
proposed denominational structure.

The Team also concentrated on.

visualizing the “‘multiplication of
ministries’’ in the coming decade.
A number of other assignments
were on the agenda and will be
continued through subsequent meet-
ings. Reports are being prepared for
consideration by the General Council;
referral to the related agencies for
suggestions; and, ultimately, to the

NURTURE  EXTENSION

Herb Saunders  Leon Lawton
Mary Clare John Bevis
Ada Davis Duane Davis

Don Sanford Myrna Cox

SUPPORT
SERVICES EXECUTIVE

Tom Merchant Bob Austin
Lois Wells Duane Davis
Ken Van Horn Don Sanford
‘Bob Austin

churches and General Conference
for review, refinement and approval.

A number of factors became
clear as denominational leaders,
working on plans for the future,
seek guidance and wisdom by
frequent prayer; by struggling in
discussion and debate with changing .
concepts; by consulting with friendly,
sympathetic, and understanding
observers; and by studying success-
ful methods bemg used by other
church groups. |

The - following observations
become a part of the current milieu:

‘““New organization, to be viable,
has to give unity.”’

““The proposed structure has the
potential for molding individual .
denominational programs more
effectively and efficiently, with
the desue to do the total job
together.”

““Centralization of management
need not and should not mean
centralization of authority or
control.”’

““Reorganization needs to be
completed so we can spend more
time on programs and less on
administration.”’

““The desire is to involve church
people in recommitment as a
primary part of the reorgamza-
. t10n process.’

“Christian renewal spmtua] growth
and evangelistic outreach go hand
in hand.”’

One Baptist denomination,
which has also set out to ‘‘Double
in a Decade,”” indicates that its
mission will be achieved only when
each church and member fulfills
three objectives:

(continued on page 26)

11



e

R AT SRR gy

B B S e e oo i F o e e R ode s

RSP B S iocs:

A T

RS

A g R Ay LA e
LR SRS S R A e R

RS

SR
o e £

i
. %
L

‘Irene B. Saunders
Adams Center, N.Y.

) Old Hank was quite a fisherman. Every day he’d
go out to the stream and relax under a big oak tree.

Hank would watch the stream carefully between ¢
naps. If a fish would jump up in the water, he’d throw
his hook in quickly and wait anxiously for a few minutes
“‘Just in case’’ the fish would bite. If not, he’d take
his hook out and lay it carefully beside him again.

With his fishing pole lying beside him on the gras%

The days passed with this method of fishing. Everyone
in the town admired Hank’s persistence and devotion |

to fishing.

One day a stranger came to town. He sat on the
bank of the stream not far from Hank for several hours,
watching him closely. Finally his curiosity got the best
of him. Coming over and sitting on the grass next to
Hank, he struck up a conversation. ‘‘Do you do much
fishing, sir?’’ the stranger asked.

““Oh, yes,”’ answered Hank proudly. ““I am an avid
fisherman. Never miss a day under this old tree.”

““Do-you catch many fish?”’

“Well, to tell the truth, mister, not very often. I
guess it’s been several years since I caught one. But let
me tell you—I can remember the thrill as though it
were yesterday! It keeps me going, you know, just
recalling how great an experience that was.”’

The stranger nodded. *“Yes, I know the feeling.”’
““Oh, you fish, too?”’ asked Hank.

““Yes, I have done some in my time.”’ The stranger
pointed to the pole. ‘““Do you always use the same
pole?’’ It was bamboo with a bent safety pin on the end
of the string. - -

“Sure do,”” answered Hank. ‘““When you’ve tested
something for years and years and found it ‘tried and
true,” you stick to it. My father and grandfather
before him used the very same pole and taught me
everything they knew. They’re in the ‘‘Fisherman’s
Hall of Fame’’ down in the big city—really great men.
I’m very proud of my heritage.”’

The stranger ventured a little mo‘re, asking, ‘‘Did you
ever try putting the hook into the water?”’

| “Sure,-Db it all the time. There’s a fish right now!
See? Out in the middie of the stream?’’ With that, he
cast the hook into the water excitedly. |

‘‘Pardon me, sir, but I see you didn’t bait your hook
before you cast out,’’ said the surprised stranger.

12
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The .old fisherman sat beneath the huge oak tree...everyone
admired his persistence and devotion to fishing.

““Of course not! Do,you think I would offend any of
those nice fish by dangling a skewered worm before
them? Honestly! What a terrible thing to even think of!

‘Those fish have lived in this stream for years. That

would not be giving them a fair lot. If they want to
be caught, they will come by themselves. I simply
will not stoop to using such vulgar, common means.

Who do you think you are, anyway?”’

He drew in his line again and laid it up on the bank.

““No one has ever dared to question the ways of this

stream before. Everyone knows what upstanding citizens
the fishermen of our community have been over the
centuries. They are all held in high esteem. We all
follow grandfather’s example to the tee. He never
said a mean word to anyone. He always took his family
fishing every Sabbath morning. He helped his neighbors
with their chores and served sixty-three years on the
Volunteer Fish Patrol. No sir, no one can tell us about
fishing! With people that sincere and good, they just
have to be good fishermen.”’ |

“But you don’t need to catch fish to be a real
fisherman?’’ asked the stranger.-

Hank cleéred his throat nervously and turned a little

red, ‘‘Uh, yes, well, er, I guess so. But we are so sincere.”’

% * * % % % %

Jesus has called us to be “‘fishers of men.”’

Are we keeping our “pole”” on the bank until we
“happen to see a “‘fish’’ jump?

Are we afraid we will offend people if we use the
“bait’’ Christ has given us—blood salvation,
-(continued on page 26)
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On 21 December 1976, the
General Assembly of the United
Nations passed a Resolution declaring
1979 the International Year of the
Child. It was the culmination of
private initiatives taken some three
years earlier, which quickly won the
support of many governments,
organizations, and individuals. The
United Nations, by placing the child

~in the center of world attention,

invites the world community to
renew and reaffirm its concern for
the present condition and the future
of its children.

Despite increased emphasis within
the international community on
development and ecomomic cooper-
ation, there remains an appallingly
large number of children—especially
in the developing nations, but also
in others—who lack even the rudi-
mentary necessities of life. This
need not and should not be. Much
that is practical can be done to bring
these children into the stream of
progress and enable them to partici-
pate fully in the development of
their societies.

The International Year of the
Child should be an occasion to
reaffirm, not by words alone but by
deeds, that the well-being of today’s
children is the concern of all people
everywhere and that it is inseparably

linked with the peace and prosperity

of tomorrow’s world.

The International Year of the
Child (IYC) is concerned with all
children in all countries, especially
young children. Its major aims are
to:

-encourage all countries, rich and
poor, to review their programs for
the promotion of the well-being of
children, and to mobilize support
for national and local action programs
according to each country’s condi-
tions, needs and priorities;

January 1979
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-heighten awareness of children’s
special needs among decision-makers
and the public;

-promote recognition of the vital
link between programs for children

- on the one hand, and economic and

social progress on the other;

-spur specific, practical measures—
with achievable goals—to benefit
children, in both the short and long
term on the national level.

The year should also provide an
opportunity to emphasize the intellec-
tual, psychological and social develop-
ment of children, in addition to
their physical welfare.

Special attention should be devoted
to particularly disadvantaged children.
Among the most vulnerable groups,
for example, are young girls where
they receive unequal treatment; slum
children; children of migrant workers;
abused children; orphaned children;
refugee children; children of unwed
mothers; children in poor rural areas;
children exposed to drugs and crime,
physically and mentally handicapped
children; and the vast category of
children suffering from malnutrition.

While programs of national and
local action remain the focal point
of the year, IYC should also stimulate

" new research on the needs of children
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and the widespread gathering and
dissemination of research on child-

related issues.

The International Year of the
Child offers a rare opportunity to
demonstrate that intensified public
and governmental awareness of
children’s needs can lead to concrete
action of immense and, above all,
lasting benefit to mankind’s future—

~its children. There is no sounder

investment than the future of the

~child—and no greater responsibility

for the adults of today. The great
and p-omising potentials of the IYC
require, deserve and depend upon
the unreserved support of Govern-
ments, organizations and individuals.

The major legacy of the Interna-
tional Year of the Child can and
should be a permanently higher
level of concern with children and
an intensified and continuing attention
to services benefitting them on the
part of Governments and the pubhc
alike.

As a part of the Christian com-

| munity, Seventh Day Baptists should

become active in promoting the
welfare of children. Information

concerfigg cooperative services among

org jons with similar child-related
concerns in the U.S. and abroad
may be exchanged. Federal legislation
benefitting the child nationally and
internationally can be supported by

~ expressing personal views to State

and National representatives and

'senators.

Sabbath Schools and Youth Groups

are natural places to encourage
self-expression throught the writing
of poetry, stories and music. This
and other art work could be exhibited
in the church and other public
burldmgs

Celebratlons which include film

festivals, story telling, plays, folk
dances, craft fairs, song fests and
internati'onal games would encourage
knowledge and appreciation of
children in other countries. -

Look around, see the needs of
children and youth of your com-
munity, -combine love and action
to help them develop into responsible
Christian citizens. []
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YOUTH CONCERNS

In his book entitled Try Giving
Yourself Away, published by Prentice-
Hall, Inc., Englewood Cliffs, New
Jersey, Mr. David Dunn tells of the
gratifying experiences that have

" resulted from this practice.

“Your giving-away will, of course,
have to be done in your own
individual way, based on the things

you have to give. .

Fortunately each of us has a
different assortment of gifts, so
there could never be anything
standardized about giving-away, even
though every one of us were to take
up - the hobby. Some of us have
spare time; others have surplus mental
or physical energy; others have a

" special art, skill or talent; still others

have ideas, imagination, the ability
to organize, the gift of leadership.

All of us give appreciation, kind-
ness, interest, loyalty, understanding,
encouragement, tolerance—and a
score of -other little portions of
ourselves. Each of us should ‘‘major”’

~in the items in which we are ‘long,”

and fill in with the others.

Perhaps you will catch the idea
faster if I explain how I practice
my hobby

If 1 partlcularly enjoy a book,

a magazine article, or a play, I write
a note to the author, telling him or

~

her of my enjoyment. Sometimes I
recelve an appreciative acknowledge-
ment; more often I do not. It
doesn’t matter in the least; I am not
collecting autographs [ am just
keepmg my giving-away machinery
in good working order.

* * %*

One Sunday afternoon I fell to
thinking of an elderly gentleman
in failing health whom I had not
seen for a long time.

“Why not surprise him by callmg
him up?’’ I asked myself.

“l was thinking of you and I
wanted to have a little chat,” I
explained when he came to the phone.
We had an enjoyable five- mmute

- Visit.

His wife told me, a few days later,
that my call had done more for him
than a“ ‘Whole bottle of his tonic.
“You know,” she explained, ““The

telephone almost never rings for.

him anymore.’
.* *. %*
Tiny episodes, all of these; but

they are collectors’ items in my
hobby of giving myself away.

You may do such things yourself,
quite naturally, without stopping
(continued on page 19)
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 Seventh Day Baptist Missionary Soczety

WHY you should renew your vot1ng membership for 1979.

—————————

+

++

b+

You will be contributing fo the $50,000. which must be raised in
1979 through designated giffs in order to meet the MlSS|onary
Society's budget ($180,540.).

Your church will receive the credift for your gift in their OWM
giving for 1979.

You will receive reqular mailings which will keep you abreast of
the latest happenings in the Lord's work through S.D.B. Missions
and an opportunity to vote at the annual meeting in March 1979.

WHO vyou should give a gift membership to.

- G e G S e e -

YES, I wish to be a member of the

SDB Missionary Society for 1979. 19‘79
Enclosed 1s my $10.00, credit my
church OWM giving in this amount

NAME

The Pastor, Sabbath School uperinrendenr Sabbath School Teacher, -
Missionary Keyworker, Chairman of the Missions and/or Evangelism
Committee, Prayer Partner, Leaders in church organlzarlons (Women's,
Men's or Youth Groups), students. . to name a few. . . see how
many others you can come up with!

e imin ittty clip and mail~ 401 Washington Trust Bldg., Westerly, R. I. 02891

I wish to GIVE a gift membership in 1979
the SDB Missionary Society. Enclosed

is §10.00, credit my church OWM

giving, for the following:’

NAME
ADDRESS ADDRESS
Credit the SDB Church Credit the SDB Church
January 1979 15
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dind promusing potentials of the [YC
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The major legacy of the Interna-
tonal Year of the Child can and
should be a permanently higher
level of concern with children and
an mtensitied and continuing attention
to services benetfitting them on the
part of Governments and the public

alike.

As a part of the Christian com-
munity, Seventh Day Baptists should
become active in promoting the
weltare of children. Information
concerning cooperative services among
organizations with similar child-related
concerns in the U.S. and abroad
mav be exchanged. Federal legislation
benetitting the child nationally and
internationally can be supported by
expressing personal views to State
and National representatives and
senators.

Sabbath Schools and Youth Groups
are natural places 10 encourage
self-expression throught the writing
of poetry, stories and music. This
and other art work could be exhibited
in the church and other public
buildings.

Celebrations which include film
festivals, story telling, plays, ftolk
dances, cratt tairs, song fests and
international games would encourage
‘knowledge and appreciation  of
children in other countries.

Look around, see the needs of
children and youth of your com-
munity, combine love and action
to help them develop into responsible
Christian citizens..
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YOUTH CONCERNS

In his book entitled 7rv Giving
Yourself Awayv, published by Prentice-
Hall, Inc., Englewood Cliffs, New
Jersey, Mr. David Dunn tells of the
gratifying experiences that have
resulted from this practice. |

“Your giving-away will, of course,
have to be done in your own
individual way, based on the things
you have to give.

Fortunately each of us has a
different assortment of gifts, <o
there could never be anything
standardized about giving-away, even
though every one of us were to take
up the hobby. Some of us have
spare time; others have surplus mental
or physical energy; others have a
special art, skill or talent; still others
have ideas, imagination, the ability
to organize, the gift of leadership.

All of us give appreciation, kind-
ness, interest, loyalty, understanding,
encouragement, tolerance—and a
score of other little portions of
ourselves. Each of us should “‘major”
in the items m which we are “‘long,”
and fill in with the others.

Perhaps you will catch the idea
faster if I explain how 1 practice
my hobby.

If T particularly enjoy a book,
a magazine article, or a play, I write
a note to the author, telling him or

her of my enjovment. Sometimes |
recelve an appreclative acknowledgpe-
ment; more often 1 do not. It
doesn’t matter in the least: T am not
collecting autographs; T am  just
keeping my giving-away machinery
in good working order.

x %k %

One Sunday afternoon | tell (o
thinking of an elderly gentleman
in faithng health whom | had not
seen tor a long time.

“Why not surprise him by calling
himup?' T asked myself.

“I was thinking of vyou and |
wanted to have a little chat,” |
explained when he came 1o the phone,
We had an enioyable five-minute
VISIL,

His wite told me, a few days later,
that my call had done more for him
than a whole bottle of his tonic.
“You know,’" she explained, ““The
telephone almost never rings for
hiny anvmore. ™

Tiny episodes, all of these: but
they are collectors’ items in my
hobby of giving myseif away.

You may do such things yourself,
quite naturally, without stopping

(continued on page 19)
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YES, I wish to bc & member of the
SDB Missionary Society for 1979. ﬁ@?@
Enclosed is my S:0.00, credit my
church OWM givina irn thls amount

NAME

ADDRESS

SDBE Church

Credit the
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I wish to GIVE a gift membership in
the SDB Missionary Soclety. Enclosed
is $10.00, credit my church OWM
giving, for the following:

NAME

ADDRESS

Credit the SDB Church
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REV. L. R. CONRADI
(continued from page 7)

S

the General Conference, at Salem,
W. Va, Following this, he made a
visit to friends in the midwest and
other parts of the country, at the
same time reaching as many of our

churches as reasonably possible,

about twenty in number, in New
Jersey, West Virginia, Nebraska,
‘Michigan, New York, Rhode Island,
and Connecticut, preaching or
conducting Bible studies on every
available occasion, sometimes as
- often as three times a day. In his
'Reminiscences, he writes,

“Thus I became acquainted with several
thousands of Seventh Day Baptists, and

- especially the many young people in Salem:

and Milton Colleges, and at Alfred University.
My first blessed experience was the organi-

" zation of the first German Seventh Day
Baptist Church, at Irvington, -N.J., with
nearly forty members; and it was arranged
that some ninety of us could assist in' the
ordination of Pastor Stoll, at Maplewood,
N' J. ’»

Of his visit to Rhode Island, he
says, ‘‘Rhode Island will always
remain a happy remembrance’’; for
here was the home of the first
Seventh Day Baptist Church in the
New World. Could he have visited
the Old Meeting House in Newport,

his cup of joy would have been

full; but it did not seem reasonably
possible to make it so. He was to
come again. Alas! he did not come,
. and he never saw Newport. =

The type of house of worship
to which he had been accustomed
all his life was, upon the whole,
rather austere in appearance, both
within and without; and often wholly
uninviting to the eye. But he had
a keen sense of architechural propor-
tion and beauty. In that respect
he was favorably impressed with
several of our churches. Certain of
those in New England appealed to
“him in this respect. He remarked,
particularly, upon that of the First
Hopkinton Church, at Ashaway, R.I.
Its stately exterior, and the dignity
and majesty of its beautiful interior,
all made a profound impression.

Ever since he had been associated

with Seventh Day Baptists, he had

been anxious to see some noteworthy,
concrete example of their contribution
to the business and industrial life
of this country. In this respect,
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~a visit, arranged by Mr. Karl G.

Stillman, to the manufacturing plant
of the C. B. Cottrell and Sons
Company, of Westerly, afforded

-an opportunity to gratify this desire.

Needless to say, this made another
deep impression upon him. Of it,
he says, ‘

“In Westerly, R.I., I saw the mighty
factory of the Cottrell printing presses,
employing 400 persons; and the owners
quietly testified, ‘this is the fruit of Sabbath
blessing.’ "’

From his visit to this country,
he returned to his home in Hamburg
with such an understanding and
appreciation of Seventh Day Baptists
as had not hitherto been his.

In the late summer of 1937, he
visited England, where, for the last
time, the present writer saw him in
London. Though his deafness had

become a most serious handicap, his

eye was undimmed, his mental
faculties unimpaired, his spiritual
vision never clearer, his smile as

winning as ever, and his sermons

no less appealing.

Through the courtesy of Miss
Alliston, in the home of Mr. Charles
H. Merryweather, whose house-
keeper she was (and is), Doctor
Conradi and this writer were afforded
the opportunity where, despite his

deafness, they could converse freely

and have what proved to be their
last long, intimate visit, overheard
by no one. Of the then present
conditions, of his hopes and anxieties
for the future, as well as more
intimate personal affairs, they con-

-versed without constraint. It was a
visit to be remembered by both so

long as life should last.

SUCCESSOR CHOSEN

A few months after his return

home from London, came news of

impaired use of his right arm and
the injunction by his physician that

he should take a long rest. The

future of his work in Germany had
long lain heavily upon his heart,

‘and now more so than ever. He

was training a young man, Herr
Walter Losch, to become his successor;
but military training, made manda-
tory by the German government,
on the part of the promising student,
interfered seriously with his prepara-
tion for his task as a home missionary.
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Walter Losch (left) was chosen as the successor
to Rev. Conradi. However, Losch was killed
at the Russian front during the war.

Doctor Conradi’s health improved,

and the use of his arm appeared.

to be restored, at least, to a reasonable
degree. He resumed his work on the
Crozier memoir, the MS. of which
had been edited by the Rev. James
McGeachy, pastor of the Mill Yard
Church, in London, during the
author’s last visit there. He read
four printer’s proofs of it, two in
galley form, and two page proofs,
making changes and corrections in
all, even a few in the final page
proof, all of which consumed many
months of time. It was now passed
through the press as rapidly as
possible; and, as soon as completed,
a consignment was shipped to him,
as previously requested. Now came
the sad news of his death.

On Friday, September 15, last,
he wrote a lengthy letter to his
very dear frienid, Rev. Frederik F.
Stoll, of Irvington, N.J. He assured
his friend that he was in good health,
comfortably situated, lacking nothing
for his physical comfort His only
inconvenience was that he had ‘“‘to
go to bed with the chickens.”

Enclosed with this letter, was a\

message written to the Irvington
Church, assuring its members-of his
sympathy and prayers, and encour-
aging them to be steadfast in their
faith, and active in their good
works. These letters were written
and posted on Friday, apparently
in the best of good spirit and in
good health. The next (Sabbath)
morning, about half-past six o’clock,

his spirit took its flight to the better -

world.

A funeral service was held on
Tuesday, September 19, at three
o’clock in the afternoon, in the
mortuary chapel of the Eppendorf
Hospital; and burial was made, after
a brief service at half-past eleven
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o’clock the following morning in
one of the cemetery chapels, in the
beautiful Ohlsdorf Cemetery, where

his body was laid beside that of his

beloved wife.

A special number of Truth, Light,
Life was issued, dedicated to the
memory of the beloved ‘‘Former
Director of Missions.”” With other
germane matter, this contains com-
memorative articles by each of the
following: Johannes Bahlke, Heinrich
Bruhn, Pastor Johannes Miltz (of
Berlin), and Walter Losch. The last
named is the young man previously
referred to as the one trained to
become the successor to Doctor
Conradi’s mission work. The latter
had fondly hoped that he might
make one more visit to this country,
and bring this young disciple with
him, to attend General Conference
and visit among the churches, as
related above. In this, he was
unhappily disappointed. The young
man had entered upon his missionary
work in Germany; but on the out-
break of military hostilities, he was
called to the colors; and, at the last
report, was still so engaged.

As the apostle Paul wrote to his
beloved son, Timothy, so did our

~saintly friend often say in these

last years, that he, too, was now
ready to be offered, if it were the
will of his Heavenly Father that he,
also, had fought a good frght had
kept the faith, and was finishing
his course. He had watched in all
things, endured afflictions, done the
work of an evangelist, and made
full proof of his ministry.

Nevertheless, again like Paul, he
continued in his good work. And
when he was last in this country,
and was so full of mental and
physical vigor, his friends here felt
that they had reason to expect that
his life might be spared for a
considerable number of years yet
to come, years that would be full of
fruitful labor, both in his home
land, as well as among the American
churches where his presence was
always an inspiration.

As to his churches, and work in
his study, these hopes were, in a
measure, fulfilled. He was also able
to visit the churches in Holland and
London, and brought messages of
cheer, comfort, and courage to

‘them all. But the work for which

many had hoped in this country,

January 1979

and for which they had so fervently
prayed, that was not to be. Perhaps
it is better so. It must be better so.
Our Heavenly Father who he so fully
and implicitly trusted, ruled otherwise;
and now He has taken him to
Himself. We can only bow our
heads in submission, and pray, as he
ever prayed, ‘‘Even so, Father, thy
will be done.”” ]

YOUTH
CONCERNS

(continued from page 14)

to think of them as ‘‘gifts.” If so,
you are to be congratulated. But,
judging from my own experience,
i’ll wager that you could do more of
them, if you would make a real
hobby of self-giving. And I’ll promise
that you’ll be happier—in proportion
as you give.”’

- Should not we, who have received
the  greatest gift of all, -Eternal
Life Through Christ, be eager, first
to share the gospel with all people
and also follow Mr. Dunn’s example
of practical service.[]

-From: NOW
LeTourneau College
October 1978
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EVANGELICAL COMMUNITY CHURCH |

STANTON, CA
Randy Henry, Pastor

-Charter Members-

By Baptlsrn
Vicki (Mrs. Mark) Conrad
Steve Williams

By Testimony:
Kathylene (Mrs. Dave) Peters
Dave Peters

By Letter:
Mark Conrad
Helen (Mrs. Julius) Henry
Julius Henry
Carmen (Mrs. Randy) Henry
Randy Henry
Carolyn (Mrs. Art) Laliberte
Art Laliberte
Anna Lowe
Steve Lowe
Betty (Mrs. Rick) Wear
Rick Wear

COLUMBUS, OH
Dale D. Thorngate, Pastor -

By Baptism:
Kimberly Wells

By Testimony:
George Chamberlin
Shirley (Mrs. George) Chamberlin

PLAINFIELD, NJ
David C. Pearson, Pastor

By Baptism:
Loren Field

WASHINGTON, DC
Leland E. Davis, Pastor

By Testimony:
Richard M. Yesuratnam
Mildred (Mrs. Richard) Yesuratnam
‘Don M. Harris
Brenda (Mrs. Don) Harris
Hilda Dartiguenave
4
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SAUNDERS. — George W. Saunders, Jr.,
son of George W. and Anna Allen
Saunders, was born in Friendship, New
York, on October 11, 1894 and died at.~
the Gowanda Psychiatric Center, Helmuth,
N.Y., on November 4, 1978.

George was a soldier in World War I from
which he suffered a back injury which he
endured the rest of his life. Most of his
years he lived in Richburg and was a loyal
member of the local Seventh Day Baptist
Church for 64 years.

In 1920 he was married to the former
Faith Saunders who died in 1969. He is
survived by a foster daughter, Mrs. Malcolm
(Beverly) Allen of Webster, N.Y.; four
grandchildren; a sister Mrs. Blanche Clarke
of Richburg; and two nieces.

The funeral service was conducted by his
pastor, Rev. C. Harmon Dickinson on Nov. 7,
1978 with burial in the Richburg Cemetery.

-C.H.D.

WILLIAMS. — Henry Frank Williams,
Sr., 79, died after a brief illness on
November 17, 1978, in Denver, Colorado.

He was born February 19, 1899, at Morrison,
Colorado, attending school at Morrison and
Boulder. /

On October 6, 1919, he married Mary

“Hourth. To this union four children were
born: Henry Williams, Jr., of Aurora, Colo.;

Louise (Mrs. Loren) Pace, of Leadville,
Colo.; Doris (Mrs. Donald) Widman, of
Denver Colo.; and Bernice (Mrs. Wllham)
Paddock of Englewood Colo.

Heis survrved by his wife, Mary erhams
of Denver; their four chlldren ten grand-
children, and five great-grandchildren.
~ Mr. Williams’ occupation was maintaining

- pipe organs and tuning pianos. He was for

many years in the employ of the Denver
Public Schools, retiring in 1967.
He was a member of the Denver Seventh
Day Baptist Church for over thirty years.
Funeral services were held on November 24,
at the Chapel of the Angels in Lakewood,
Colo., with his pastor, Rev. Edgar F. Wheeler, .

- officiating. Interment was at Crown Hill

Cemetery, Lakewood.
-E.F.W.
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“We love because
od first loved us
fJohnd: iy

Madeline Fitz Randoipt.

One of the greatest blessings of

over again, a new year; a fresh
start, to enrich our lives. Into the
“land of beginning again” we go

 each time the year rolls around; and
~ we know that the past is now past,

‘and that the future is shining and

clean ahead of us. Now we can
do all the things we always wanted

to do but didn’t dare try. Why not,
when we have all this time...twelve
months, fifty-two weeks, three
hundred and sixty-five days...what

down with pen and paper and make
a list of all we would like to accom-
plish, then put them into order
as to priority and prepare to GET
GOING IN 1979!

But wait just a minute....am I
really ready for this?....

““Here it is, Lord, a new year.
The old calendar is in the waste-
basket all covered with notes,
doodles, phone numbers and memos.
The new one is up in its place

-and I am looking at it. It is so

clean and beautiful, but it is awe-
some; so much is waiting for me to
do in the new year. I think of the
assignments, the drudgery of tasks
to do over and over again, and I
feel like dragging my feet. But,
Father, it isn’t so much the work
there is to do. Most of it I enjoy
zestfully; it’s those surprises that
life is likely to spring, when I am

| least prepared. So many things

happen that we do not plan or want
to happen. So I pray that you will
strengthen me and help me when

our lives is that we have, over and

more do we need? Quickly we sit

there are those ‘‘quick’ decisions

~to make. Just enable me to know

Your Will, and not to shirk when
the decision is a difficult one. In
spite of the possibility of surprises,

~ disappointments or hardships, I do

thank You with all my heart for

- this year that lies before me. I pray,

that You will give me more grace
than before in my fellowship with
others, more ease in expressing
myself, more understanding for the
hurts of others, and a great deal
of forgiveness for my blunderings.
Most of all I pray for those who
need Your healing. Bless them and
give them a new start in the new
year, as Your Holy Spirit works
in their lives. As you have given
me this gift of time, dear Father,
may [ use it to the glory of Your
name, Amen.”’

A GRS + S A G A S %

The idea of ‘‘budgeting’’ our time
is not a new one. It must be that
we who have certain hours which
are scheduled for “work’’ must be
very careful as to how we use the
hours that are ‘‘free.”’ (Of course,
these ‘‘free’’ hours are not really
free—just ‘‘different.””) An awareness
of purpose and a plan for achievement
of this purpose is necessary if there
is any order in our living. We
constantly hear the complaint,

e e B e YA e e

“I just do not have the time.”” On :

the other hand we hear, ““If you
want .something done, ask a busy
person to do it.”” ‘“Time Manage-
ment’’ is now considered an important
study which any effective person in
the professions should make his own.
Even to children, time is becoming
more and more important. I can
remember when days just melted
away in the dreamy summertime,
and one never knew which was
Monday, or Wednesday....only the

, dreaded end of vacation was a

concern....but -now children are
highly scheduled, even during vacation
time, and it seems that there is never
a time when they have ‘‘nothing at

all to do.”” Yes, time is precious,

and a gift from God who gives all
precious gifts. There is imprinted
on the door of a grandfather’s clock
that stands in the Chester Cathedral
this poem:

When, as a child, I laughed and wept,
Time crept. |

When, as a youth, I dreamed and talked,

| Time walked. |

When I became a full grown man,
Time ran.

And later, as I older grew,
Time flew. |

Soon I shall find, while traveling on,
Time gone.

Will Christ have saved my soul by then?
Amen.[]

We make a list of all we want to
accomplish in the new vear! v
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BROOKFIELD CHURCHES
WELCOME RAU’S

BROOKFIELD, N.Y.—Pastor .and
Mrs. John Rau, newly arrived from
California, were guests of honor
on Saturday, Nov. 18, at 7:30 p.m.
at an open house. The gathering
was held in the First Baptist Fellow-.
ship Hall, Brookfield and included
a program and refreshments.

Mr. and Mrs. Rau were guests
of honor at a gathering held at
the Seventh Day Baptist Parish

House in Brookfield on Nov. 4.

Following an early October wedding,
the couple traveled across the country
from California to assume the
pastorate of the First and Second
Seventh Day Baptist Churches of
Brookfield.

This gathering was not only to
welcome Mr. and Mrs. Rau to the
Central New York Association of
Seventh Day Baptists but was also

‘a reception honoring their recent

marriage.

A brief welcoming speech was
given by the children and youth of
the Brookfield church, after which
each one told his or her name and
presented a small, useful token to
the couple.

Harold Balcom, as spokesman
for the joint organization of the two
SDB churches presented a sum of
money from the members to the
bride and groom. Other gifts from
guests were given. '

Among those presiding at the

refreshment table were Mrs. Elsie
Croop, Mrs. Martha Mills and Mrs.
Ruth Palmer. | |
To dispense pieces of the large
wedding cake was Mrs. Frances
L. Palmer who had provided the
cake. Mrs. Barbara Balcom and Mrs.
Patricia Welch were in charge of the

details. O
-Brookfield Courier
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PASTOR ATTENDS
SEMINAR

DENVER, CO.—Our pastor, Edgar
F. Wheeler, had the pleasure of
attending the World Home Bible
League “Touch of His Hand”

Seminar in Seattle, Washington,

September 26-28, 1978.

This seminar consists of two parts:
“Preparing To Grow,” emphasizing
a circle of evangelism-sowing-culti-
vating -harvesting -reseeding, and
“Church Growth Through Bible
Study and Scripture Distribution.”’

A good advantage of this plan is
that it gives the prospect the oppor-
tunity to study and discuss' Bible
truth leading to the plan of salvation,
so that intelligent decisions for Christ
and commitment may be made.

The presentation of the Bible Study
through the use of filmstrips includes
four films covering in general the
following questions:

1) What is the Bible all about,
ending with the pointed
inquiry, ‘‘Is There a God?”’

2) Yes, there is a God, and you
can know Him. This film-
strip ends with the question:
“How. can we know that
God loves us, with all the
problems and evil there is in
the world?’’-

3) Where does evil come from,
and what is the solution to
it? If faith is so wonderful,
why do Christians suffer?

4) Assurance of salvation and
what victory means for the
Christian.

With the filmstrips there is available
ai minimal cost a small projector
with self-contained screen, convenient
for study with family groups. Study
guides are available in three booklets
that lead the student progressively
on from inquiry to assurance.

Pastor Wheeler states ‘I recom-
mend the ‘Touch of His Hand’
material for use in evangelism in the
community where there can be
repeated calls.”” The World Home
Bible League insists on thorough

| preparation for its use, and for this

reason requires that teachers of this
plan attend one of their seminars
before they can secure the workshop
manual and other material related
to it. Their address is: 16801 Van
Dam Road, South Holland, IL
60473.0]

-Neva C. Hunt

THANKSGIVING SERVICE
AT NORTH JERSEY CHURCH

BASKING RIDGE, NJ — Pastor
Kenneth Burdick led the congregation
in a very meaningful service of thanks-
giving on Sabbath, November 18.
A special anthem was presented by -
the choir under the direction) of
Mary Jane McPherson. Thanksgiving
boxes were prepared by the members
and dedicated during the service;
they were later shared with friends

“of the church. On Sunday a thanks-

giving dinner was attended by forty
with opportunity given for each to
share some special blessing they had
experienced during the year.

Pastor Burdick and Deacon Lloyd
Coon led in a commissioning for
Deacon John Bevis as he begins.
to serve the People’s Christian Church
(Sabbatarian) in New York City on
once-a-month basis. The congregation
misses Bill and Roslyn Vis who are
wintering in Florida; the pastor is

sending them the services on tape.

We are thankful to have Pastor
and Mrs. Burdick with us and look
forward to this new year of oppor-
tunity as together we seek to share
the love of Christ with others in the
vast area of North Jersey.[]
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DOUGLAS-BOCHARSKI.—William Thomas
Douglas, Jr., and Carol Ann Bocharski
were united in marriage on October 6,
1978 at the home of the groom’s parents
in Brandywine, Md. Pastor Kenneth D.
Chroniger officiated. -

RAND-BURDICK.—Richard Dean Rand, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Rand of Kelso,
WA, and Waynette Sue Burdick, daughter
of Mr. and- Mrs. Wayne Burdick of
Albuquerque, N.M., were united in .
marriage on November 4, 1978, in the
Eastern Hills Baptist Church. Rev. Charles
D. Swing, pastor and grandfather of the
bride, performed the ceremony. The
couple will make their home in Aurora, .
CO. ‘

THORNGATE-BEAMENDERFER.—Dale D.
Thorngate, 11, son of Dale D. Thorngate
of Columbus, Ohio, and Roberta Thorn-
gate of Battle Creek, Michigan, was
married to Cindy Beamenderfer, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Beamenderfer
of Columbus, Ohio, on October 14,
1978, at the Maize Manor Methodist
Church in Columbus.
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this new church into our fellowship!

EVANGELICAL COMMUNITY

SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST
CHURCH ORGANIZES

e .

STANTON, CA.—On November 4,

1978, thic Seventh Day Baptist Evan-
~ gelical Community Church in Stanton,
California, held its Organization
Day to celebrate its beginning. |

Present were 29 guests, along with
16 charter members. Darryl Henry
acted as our Minister of Music and,
with his wife, Marjean, presented
gave the sermon, with consecration
and challenge being given by Rev.
_ Alton Wheeler of Riverside Seventh
Day Baptist Church. |

Then charter members read and
signed the Covenant; after which
the letter of transfer of membership
from the Los Angeles Seventh Day
Baptist Church to the Evangelical
Community Church was read by Dr.
“Victor Burdick.

President of Pacific Coast Asso-
ciation, Mr. Al Whitlock, gave the
prayer of dedication and welcome
from Pacific Coast Association.

- Randy Henry closed services with
prayer, after which a delicious turkey
dinner was enjoyed by all who
desired food and fellowship.

The officers elected are: Pastor—
Randy Henry; Treasurer—Rick Wear;
Clerk—Betty Wear; Assistant Treas-
urer—Carmen Henry; Sabbath School
- Superintendent—Dave Peters; Pacific
Coast Association Member-at-Large—
Art Laliberte; Youth Fellowship
Sponsors—Steve and Robin Williams.

The members of ‘the Evangelical Community Church (SDB) afe
shown signing their church covenant on November 4. We welcome

Our pastor, Randy Henry, was
born in 1948 in Long Beach, Cal-
ifornia. He graduated from San
Pedro High School in 1966 and
immediately joined the U.S. Air
Force. He was stationed in Mississippi,
Oklahoma, and Crete, Greece, and
when discharged in 1970, travelled
with his brother, Rod, for three
‘months in Europe. He has worked
for Xerox Corporation since 1971
as a Technical Representative and
Works Support Supervisor.

At the age of eight he invited
Jesus Christ into his heart to be his
personal Lord and Savior. On March
14, 1973 he rededicated his life to
Christ and then began to under-
stand what it really means to allow
Him to be Lord of his life. He has
been - active in the Los Angeles
Seventh Day Baptist Church since
1964 and in 1973, officially became
a member.

His wife, Carmen, was born in

- Casa Grande, Arizona, in 1946.

She was number 14 of 15 children
born to her parents (11 brothers
and sisters are still living). She
grew up in Casa Grande, graduated
from Casa- Grande Union High
School in 1964. She has been living
in California since 1965. Carmen
accepted Christ as her Lord and
Savior in 1972. In 1973 she and
Randy met at a Bible study and were
married that same year, eventually
becoming a member of the Los
Angeles Seventh Day Baptist Church
in 1974, »
Anna, Steve and Kimberly, ages
14, 11 and 4 respectively, have all

Pastor Randy Henry watches Anna Lowe sign the covenant.
Mrs. Carmen Henry is shown handing the pen to Betty Wear.

accepted the Lord as their Savior

(at least, Kimberly believes that

Jesus does live in her heart). (]
-Betty Wear

NEW FROM THE

NORTONVILLE CHURCH
“

NORTONVILLE, KS.—With the
passing of summer and all its church
activities of camp, Pre-Con and
Conference, the church family
enjoyed an evening of songs and fun
on August 25. Concluding the
activities of the evening was a surprise

presentation of a money tree to Pastor -

Paul in honor of his twenty-five
years in the ministry. And we really
did surprise him! o

Regular church growth and planning
meetings are held for planning, com-
paring, encouraging each other and
praying together. On September 23
a meeting was held preceded by the
fun and fellowship of a wiener roast.
. Dr. Ken Smith led our worship
service September 30 while the pastor
and family attended our Mid-Con-
tinent Association in North Loup,
Nebr. |

THE BIG EVENT was held the
evening of October 28 with talent,
audience participation, singing, door
prizes and refreshments. Fun and
fellowship were enjoyed by all as
the Sabbath ended. |

Lord’s Acre Sabbath was celebrated

“October 21. This year’s theme was

“‘Personal Prayer.”’ The church was

The Sabbath Recorder -

decorated with bouquets of fall
grasses, grains, leaves and cattails.
The worship table was covered with
a harvest-gold colored cloth, centered
with a small easel holding the picture
of Christ in Gethsemane, ceramic
aged praying hands and child’s
praying hands on a drape of brown.
Tall red candle holders and candles,
brown cornucopia of fall leaves,
milo and soy bean stalks and Indian
corn. The colors of gold, brown
and red reminded us of God’s good-
ness all around us as we here in
Kansas have enjoyed an especially
beautiful and colorful fall.

The morning message explored
“The Ten R’s”’ in a Personal Prayer
Workshop. The workshop was a
means to evaluate our own prayer
habits and to be used any time
during. the day that can be set

aside for devotions, reflection, med-

itation, reading and prayer.

“The Ten R’s’’ are: RELAX—
get comfortable and wait upon the
Lord; REALIZE—the presence of
God in our life; RELEASE—time,
emotions, mind and activities to
God’s will; RELY—on God’s faith-
fulness; REMEMBER—concerns
and persons close to each of us;
READING—open the heart and
mind to receive witness of some
other Christian; RECEIVE—shut
out the world, receive His strength
to do His will; RELATE—apply to
life what has been received; REDED-
ICATE—each day is God’s day to do
His will; and REJOICE—the logical
result of communion with God.

‘Helen Steiner Rice poems ‘‘Make
This Your Daily Prayer” and
‘““Prayers Can’t Be Answered Unless

They Are Prayed’’ were read. Hymns

used were ‘‘Sweet Hour of Prayer”’
and ‘“‘Lord I Have Shut the Door.”’
During quiet organ music of ‘“‘Keep

- on Praying”’ Lord’s Acre gifts were

brought individually to the altar.

‘A total of $3,298 was dedicated
to the Lord’s work. (This year the |

debt for remodeling the parsonage
has been paid off and the rest of
the offering will go toward putting
insulated vinyl siding on the church.)

The service closed with a unison
benediction and benediction response

of the old favorite hymn ‘“What a-

Friend We Have in Jesus...What a
privilege to carry everything to God
in prayer.”’

“Six Weeks of Prayer’” have
continued since Lord’s Acre Sabbath
and have brought a new emphasis
on other aspects of dedicated prayer
life. Topics have been: Prayer is—
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More Than Just Words, Praise,:
Confession, Thanksgiving, Petition
and Intercession.

Prayer was chosen as the theme
for Lord’s Acre and this series
of messages because recently the
church famil' experienced an intimate
and heartwarming united effort of
PERSONAL PRAYER. (By united
we mean individual prayer as well
as special group prayer meetings.)

~This particular experience made us
vividly aware of the blessings of

consecrated and concentrated prayer—
so much so that praise and thanks-
giving followed quickly in complete
trust and obedience to God’s will
even before prayer was answered.
So it was that ‘“The Ten R’s”
were chosen to help us seek to make
the presence of God real, to live
each day as a result of communion’
with God, and according to His
will for our lives. [] _

-Mrs. Merlin Wheeler

SENIOR CITIZENS GUESTS
AT SALEM CHURCH |

SALEM, W.V.—On Sabbath, Octo-
ber 28, approximately thirty members
of the Senior Citizens organization
of Salem were guests for the regular

- worship services at the Seventh Day

Baptist church. Following the worship
service they were served dinner by
the ladies of the church. In the after-
noon the men gave an enjoyable

‘musical program.

The Salem Senior Citizens were
organized in 1968 and have conducted
many of their meetings at the Salem
church. The Salem church has also
sponsored the building and mainte-
nance of the Randolph Terrace
Apartments which offer housing to
many including Senior Citizens. The
church is to be commended for its
program of concern and outreach
for the elderly members of the
community. ] -

® ‘‘Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of
witnesses .rrounding us, let us also lay aside every
encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles
us, and let us run with endurance the race that is
set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus the author
and perfector of faith, who for the joy set before
Him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and has
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God”’

(Hebrews 12:1, 2).

® This passage has for a long time meant a great
deal to me, because there are very few passages
of Scripture which have so much to say about the
day-to-day life which the Christian must live. Here
there is no compromising the fact that the Christian
life is one of conflict. Is there anyone of us who does
not experience a daily struggle with sin? '

But here we are shown the way through these
struggles. And it is the very same way that all
those mentioned in Hebrews 11 gained victory in their
struggle with sin: to simply lay it aside, to get rid
of anything that would slow us down and prevent us
from having the very best that God has planned for us.

We can do this because we are a people who know
where we are going. We ‘‘fix our eyes on Jesus’’ because
He is the source and the goal of our salvation. We can
see Him now with eyes of faith because we know that
we shall one day see Him face to face.

““Therefore...let us also lay aside every encumbrance...,”
because on that great day, it will all be worthwhile. (]

Scripture Gems

4lf

Favorite Bible texts
selected by pastors
 and ministerial students.

Steven Crouch
Sioux Falls, S.D.

_ V .

3



o A

S A T RSN et

e e o R S g R o

Ry

SUNSHINE MOUNTAIN
PROGRESS REPORT

CHATAWA, MS.—The exterior
work on the Children’s Home is
progressing. The interior work is
being delayed because of the lateness
in the insulation shipment. The
dimensions of the building are 36’
and 96' overall. The yard has been
regraded, pushing topsoil back in
place, and grass sown. The road

f ‘has been graded and gravelled.
- One section of the home will house

| the girls in a ‘room 24’ x 24
including a bath; the boys room will
be similar. The center of the building
contains the living room, 24’ x
48', which will also serve as a
meeting place for Sabbath services.
Across the back of the building
are the house-parents’ rooms (two
rooms with private bath), the kitchen,
pantry-utility room, and a carport-
patio on each end. ~

All doors are designed to accom-
modate persons in wheelchairs or

using crutches. There will be no

steps or stairs as obstacles to the
handicapped. The back yard rolls
gently downhill to a line of beautiful
shade trees. It will be fenced on the
near side of the bluff to prevent
the children from wandering into
the water or the woods.

~ The phpto of Jack Hays shows his
former girth and he tells about his

“undertaking to lose 200 pounds for

the benefit of Sunshine Mountain,
People have been encouraged to
pledge a penny, nickel, dime, dollar
a pound for every pound he loses.
In six weeks he has lost 51 pounds
and has pledges totaling nearly

The photo of Jack Hays shows his former girth, he is .seeking
to lose 200 pounds and also raise funds for Sunshine Mountain.

24

$4,000.00 The story of his diet
has been printed in many newspapers
in Louisiana and Mississippi, including
a large article, complete with pictures,
in the Sunday edition of the New
Orleans Times-Picayune. Jack has
been receiving letters by the dozens
expressing interest in both the diet
and Sunshine Mountain. The name
of the game is to get people’s
attention, to get the name Seventh
Day Baptist before their eyes. Several
hundred thousand people can no
longer say, “‘I’ve never heard of that
church before,”” for now they’re
heard![]

: -Linda B. Hays

CHURCH TO CELEBRATE

DIAMOND JUBILEE
e S

BATTLE CREEK, MI—Feeding the
hungry was one of the concerns of
our church this fall. Special gifts
of canned goods and money were
brought forward as love offerings
during our September 30 worship
service. These canned goods and
monies, plus those collected in the
summer, were then given to a city
“Emergency Food Pantry’’ to help
families in need. Our church, together
with two others, was responsible

- for supplying food to the ‘“‘Pantry”’

for the month of October. Also in
October, two of our young people,
Laura Artis and Julie Noel, took
part in a CROP Walk-A-Thon.
They earned $30 in pledges for their
eight-mile walk for the hungry.
Church members were involved
in an election campaign this year.
The campaign, supported by many
church groups, was to raise the

the houseparents.

Michigan drinking age back to 21.
(Traffic figures have shown an
increase in teen-age drunk driving
accidents since the drinking age was

lowered to 18 a few years ago.)

Petitions secured by our Christian
Social Action Committee and circu-
lated and signed by church members,

~were instrumental in getting a

proposal to raise the drinking age
on the November ballot. A bake
sale was held at Sears to raise money
for MICAP (Michigan Council on

~ Alcoholic Problems) to help them

carry on the campaign. Bumper
stickers and posters were also dis-
tributed. All efforts were rewarded.
The proposal passed. The CSA
Committee also provided bulletin
inserts listing all eleven proposals
which would appear on the ballot
to aid church members in their voting.

Our Evangelism Committee has
begun two new programs for out-
reach. The TREASURE PATH TO
SOUL WINNING, a Bible memori-
zation program, began in November.
The program will help our members

~ become more knowledgeable about

key Bible verses on various subjects,
enabling them to witness more
effectively. Those enrolled memorize
five Bible verses each week, then

meet each Sabbath before Sabbath

School to repeat the verses to one
another. Twenty-one have signed up
for the program, which will continue
for three sixteen-week periods.

Ads have been placed in a local
shopper paper listing our church

and its services on the church page. -

This time, however, we listed the
church under the heading, ‘‘Baptist
Sabbath Keeping Church,” with
Seventh Day Baptist in parentheses.

The Children’s Homé. is currently under construction. The facility
will house boys and girls in separate sections with an apartment for
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“Jesus said, ‘Suffer the little children to come unto me, and
forbid them not.”’’ Following in the footsteps of Jesus, the -
Central Seventh Day Baptist Church was privileged on Sabbath,
September 2, 1978 to hold a service of dedication.  The service was
for Amy Dawn Skaggs. She was presented to the Lord to enter
into a covenant relationship by her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Patrick
Skaggs of Newark Valley, New York. As we celebrated the dedication

dedication and zeal.

of this infant, it became a time for each of us to renew our
emphasis on person-centered ministry, as we confirmed again that
““God was calling us’’ to become His extended family.

- When the name was place alpha-

betically under ‘‘Seventh Day,” we
were invariably confused with Seventh-
day Adventists. It is hoped that the
new heading will elicit more inquiries
about our church and its distinctive

beliefs.
Our seventeenth annual Home-

‘coming Sabbath was held November

25 with about eighty-five members
and friends gathered for the noon
fellowship meal. The pastor concluded
his series of sermons on ‘‘Serving
the Lord,”” using Psalm 100 as his
text, at the morning worship service.
The afternoon program included
movies. for the children and a song-
fest for the adults. We were happy
to welcome our special non-resident
guests.

It is good to have the George
Johnson family now worshipping
with us. They moved to Paw Paw
recently from Little Rock, Arkansas,
because of a change in employment
for George. .

‘Weekly meetings of our church’s
Youth Fellowship are now being
held in the homes of the various
members. Officers elected for this
year were: Joe Brown, president;
Brad Palmer, vice-president; Laura
Artis, secretary; and Jeff Thorngate,
treasurer. A ‘‘Slave Auction’’ was
held recently by the group as a fund-
raising effort for their ‘‘Conference

"Fund.” Each Y.F. member ‘‘bought”’

by the highest bidder worked the

L
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next day for the amount bid. Another
fund-raiser—a bake sale—is to be
held in December at Sears.

A new kind of ‘‘fellowship’’ was
begun the latter part of October.
A special party was held at the home
of Dorothy Parrott for only those
sixty years of age or older. Twenty-
three attended, enjoying the slides,
games, and luncheon. More special
activities for this particular age
group are to be planned.

Our church will celebrate its
Seventy-fifth (Diamond) Anniversary
in 1979, and planning for the jubilee
year is under way. Serving on the
Anniversary Committee are Ruth
Bennett, Harriet Davis, Arabeth
Deland, Ellis Johanson, Jo Anne
West, and Pastor Ken Davis. We
have already had an Anniversary
Slogan Contest with Marylene Tuck
submitting the winning entry—‘‘More
Alive at 75,”’ and entries are now

“being sought for an Anniversary

Hymn Contest. |

Other plans include a historical
booklet to be prepared by Harriet
Davis and Karen Thorngate, historical
vignettes given monthly in the
worship services during the year,
large banners to be made by the
various church organizations to
hang in our church sanctuary,
commemorative plates and trivets
with a picture of the church on them
to be sold, a special banquet to be
held, plus many more activities.

4

A booth representing Seventh Day Baptists was conducted at the:
Alabama State Fair in Birmingham under the direction of Rev. Robert
Harris and Joseph McGuire (pictured). Many tracts were dlstrl_bu‘te_d,
several enrolled in the Bible course, and much valuable publicity
was given to the thousands who came by the booth. All those
who worked with this project are to be commended for their

(If any of you would be interested
in a commemorative Seventy-fifth
Anniversary plate or trivet, contact
Arabeth DelLand.) It will bg a year
to remember; and, since Conference
will be held at nearby Adrian College
here in Michigan in 1979, our jubilee

year will be made even more special. []

-Karen Thorngate

CHURCH HEARS SERMON
PREPARED 70 YEARS AGO

" ALFRED, N.Y.—Dr. Richard M.

Rose, President of Alfred University,
was the Sabbath speaker at the
Alfred S.D.B. Church on November
25. On November 11, Mrs. Hannah
Burdick shared a sermon which her
father, the late Rev. George B. Shaw
delivered perhaps seventy years ago.
It was entitled ‘‘Little Foxes,”’ and
it was a proud daughter who made
comments interspersed from time to
time, explaining the changes in
meaning of words of that time and
the present. All in all, the congre-
gation was given an opportunity to
listen to a great minister’s thoughts.

' -Alfred Sun

® An article by Editor John Bevis
that appeared in the Sabbath Recorder
was recently reprinted in the Sabbath
Sentinel; an article by Rev. Don
Sanford was reprinted in the Sermon
Builder.

25



CHURCH HONORS
RETIRING PASTOR

DAYTONA BEACH, FL—Fall in

Daytona Beach meant death, retire-
ment, illness, hard work, sales, joy,

- and anticipation.

In September, we were saddened
to say farewell to Elder Clifford
Beebe before we had an opportunity
to welcome Clifford and his wife
Clara as residents of our area. We
felt privileged to know Elder and
Mrs. Beebe through their extended

visits here in the home of their.

daughter, Anrie Lastinger. Members
of our church joined family and
friends at the Putnam County Seventh
Day Baptist Church in Carraway,
Florida, September 23 for a beautiful

“‘celebration of life’’ service in his

memory. We are happy to have Clara
in our midst now.

Pastor Marion Van Horn retired

October 1 after serving as our
pastor since 1966. Our November 18
Fellowship Dinner honoring Pastor
and Erma became an absentee affair
when Pastor Van’s hospitalization
and recuperation delayed their return
from a vacation trip. We did talk

‘with Pastor Van and Erma by tele-

phone that day and our tape recorded
messages, cards, letters, and love gift
were sent to them by mail. Many
friends and members from away
participated in this occasion.

Many hours of hard work have
gone into the remodeling and readying
of the parsonage for the new pastor.

‘Kay and Lillian Bee spearheaded

this effort assisted by other members
of the church.

The Church Aid sponsored a
rummage sale in October and a bazaar
and bake sale in November. Clothing
not sold at the rummage sale was
donated to the Red Cross and a

local treatment center for alcoholics.

We distributed various Sabbath
tracts at the bazaar. Bernice Davis’
expertise, dedication, and direction
make the bazaar an annual success.

In the absence of a pastor, Leon
Maltby and Alan Crouch have kept

‘the pulpit supplied. Occasionally,

we have had guest preachers from
the community. Various members
of our congregation have led our
Sabbath Eve vespers, including Leon
and Iris Maltby, Charles and Anita
Harris, Bernice Todd, Paula Gladwell,
and Corrine Jensen. Paula -and

~Corrine have also contributed fre-
quently in recent months to our

worship with their gifts of music.
A special Christmas program has
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Rev. and Mrs. Marion Van Horn

been planned for December 23.
We look forward to a new year
and a new pastor as Pastor and

~Mrs. Kenneth Van Horn join us in

January.[]
' -Janette Crouch

NEWS FROM TENNESSEE

BLOUNTVILLE, TN—The church
in Upper East Tennessee continues

to meet in the home of the Bill

Palmer family. Patty Lawton worked

-with the young people in the presen-

tation of ‘“The Music Machine.”’
The church sponsored an evening of
Christmas caroling on December 23.
The Wednesday evening Bible study
group is currently studying the book
of Romans. Pray for God to continue
to bless this new church and each
member as they seek to expand
their witness in 1979.

‘@ Elder Victor Foreman has assumed
leadership and general 'pastoral
duties with the Columbia Seventh
Day Baptist Church. This church is
an outgrowth of the Sunshine
Mountain ministries in Mississippi

Sabbath services are held in Columbia,
MS, at the church building located
at the intersection of highways 13
and 35 west of the city. Seventh Day
Baptists also sponsor a radio broad-
cast over WFFF each Sunday morning
at 8:30. A second program is spon-
sored over station WAPF/WCCA
in McComb, MS at 1:00 p.m. each
Sunday.

;r’r’rTTTTTWTTTTTTTTTTTTTT’r’r’rw“n“r’f’r‘r’r#‘r;
o BIRTHS !

oo o

AR AR NRRRAR NN NN ARARARERRRRRANAR AT

CHRONIGER.—A daughter, Amanda Michelle,
to Kevin Lee and Debbie (Burge)
Chroniger, Cheverly, Maryland, on
October 10, 1978.

PARABLE OF THE
FISHERMAN

(continued from page 12)

‘inspired Bible, Sabbath truth, Holy

Spirit indwelling and power?

Are we using techniques and standards
set by mere men instead of God?

Are we relying more on our glorious
heritage as Americans than by the
stripes Jesus wore for our spiritual
freedom? | |

Is our church history more important
than the Bible?:

Are we using inadequate and anti-

- quated tools as ‘‘fishing poles
with bent safety pins’’ instead of
‘‘nets’’? |

A fishing net can catch hundreds
of fish. There are hundreds, even
millions of men to be caught. Jesus
does not call us to a task for which
He does not equip us. The answers
are in the Bible. The fishing licenses
and instructions are there. What
else do we need? We already have
the motivation: We are committed
to grow. Let’s get out of our ruts
and allow the Holy Spirit to use us
and teach us to be successful
fishermen![] |

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
REPORTS

(continued from page 11)

(1) A global strategy to fulfill
the Great Commission of
our Lord ‘‘to disciple
all nations.”’

(2) Individual accountability
and measurement of pro-
gress towards specific
‘goals.

(3) Broad ownership of goals
and acceptance of the
responsibility and inter-
dependence necessary to
achieve them.

Undoubtedly, Seventh Day
Baptists should also conclude: ‘“The
purpose to which God has called us—
to reach out and touch the world
for Christ—is our very reason for
being. It must be constantly at the
forefront of all' we do. Only then
can we hope to make an impact on
our world..”J -
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the people
perish’’

| The family of the Rev. L. Sawi Thanga,
general secretary of the Burma Conference of

SDB'’s.

The SDB Youth Fellowship met during the
sessions. Music is an impor_tant part of their
services as it is here in America.

I “Where there
/ is no vision

® US. A.: “Justaline to ask what
[ do to find out what is the best
way to start a church in ---—---- e
Thus the Lord is opening new
““doors”’ for Seventh Day Baptists!
Continue to pray that we may use
our resources of leadership and
funds wisely to meet such challenges.

e MEXICO: Pastor Camacho re-

ports small groups of Baptists have -

accepted the Sabbath and are being
helped by Deacon Victor Perez,
whose father is pastor in Altamira,
Tamps.

® MALAWI: The Jandalala SDB
Church (in Northern Association)
had revival meetings led by Pastor
A. K. Harawa. ‘“‘We all felt the Lord
had spoken to us. The fruits were
seen and Communion and Baptism
were conducted on Sabbath afternoon.
On January 19, 20, such meetings
are scheduled for Mzuzu town and
the Northern Association requests
all SDB’s to pray!””

In October the annual session of the conference
was held at Zonuam village and was well

attended.

The Seventh Day Baptist work in Burma continugs to
grow. During the last year a church center was established
in Rangoon. The facility provides housing for the Thanga
family, church worship area, as well as office space.
Rev. Thanga was the editor of the World Federation
Week of Prayer booklet for 1979. This was printed
in the Lushai language and observed by our Burmese

brethren.
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PRAYER

C

A Prayer Remindeg O
for Each Day!! R
N

E
FEBRUARY 1979 R

Verse for the month: ““You didn’t
choose Me! I chose you! I appointed
you to go and produce lovely fruit
always, so that no matter what you
ask for from the Father, using My

name, He will give it to you.”’
| -John 15:16 (LB)

PRAY FOR

1 —Pastors and ministerial students in other
lands

2—Rev. Addison Appel, recovering from a
heart attack

3—A Sabbath blessing

4—Strength to walk with Him throughout
the coming week, that others may see
Him in me
5—Medical work in Malawi
6—World Federation projects and outreach
7—SDB churches without pastors/ First SDB
Church of Upper East TN (Blountville)
8—Chehalis, WA, church/ outreach
9—American Sabbath Tract Society as it
reaches the world through printed word
10— Pastors tiround the world as they minister
through God'’s Word this day :

11—Those I will come in contact with today
that I may introduce my Friend to them

12—God’s “‘SPECIAL” children and the
special people who will be ministering
to them at Sunshine Mountain

13—Rev. Elias Camacho and his ministry
in Mexico \

14—Thank Him for His love to you

15—Demie Barjona, blind missionary in the
Philippines :

16—Seminary students _

17—New churches who are reaching out with
the gospel this day/pray for new contacts

18—For the strength to do my best in all
of my tasks this week -

19—Bill Shoffner, lay leader, at Memphis, TN

20—Director of Evangelism Mynor G. Soper
as he ministers in a special way to the
clenomination

21—Those who teach in our Sabbath Schools

22—Our brethren in The Netherlands as they
continue their ministry to youth

| 23—Students considering SCSC (June is only

three months away)
24—JOY! Spread some of the joy you have
with those around you !

{ 25—David and Bettie Pearson as they await

work permits and visas to return to Malawi
26—A REAL commitment to grow...how
are you doing on previous commitments?
27—1979 OWM BUDGET —start out on the §
right foot in your OWM giving for 1979!
28—Bible Clubs in our various churches/
howcan you help

27
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CHURCH HONORS
RETIRING PASTOR

g

DAYTONA BEACH, FL—Fall in
Daytona Beach meant death, retire-
ment, illness, hard work, sales, joy,
and anticipation.

In September, we were saddened
to say farewell to Elder Clifford
Beebe before we had an opportunity
to welcome Clifford and his wife
Clara as residents of our area. We
felt privileged to know Elder and
Mrs. Beebe through their extended
visits here in the home of their
daughter, Anne Lastinger. Members
of our church joined family and
friends at the Putnam County Seventh
Day Baptist Church in Carraway,
Florida, September 23 for a beautiful

“““celebration of life’’ service in his

memory. We are happy to have Clara

1n our midst now.

Pastor Marion Van Horn retired
October 1 after serving as our
pastor since 1966. Our November 18
Fellowship Dinner honoring Pastor
and Erma became an absentee affair
when Pastor Van’s hospitalization
and recuperation delayed their return
from a vacation trip. We did talk
with Pastor Van and Erma by tele-
phone that day and our tape recorded

- messages, cards, letters, and love gift

donated to the Red Cross and a

were sent to them by mail. Many

friends and members from away

participated in this occasion.

Many hours of hard work have
gone into the remodeling and readying
of the parsonage for the new pastor.
Kay and Lillian Bee spearheaded
this effort assisted by other members
of the church.

The Church Aid sponsored a

rummage sale in October and a bazaar
and bake sale in November. Clothing
not sold at the rummage sale was

local treatment center for alcoholics.
We distributed various Sabbath

_tracts at the bazaar. Bernice Davis’

expertise, dedication, and direction
make the bazaar an annual success.

In the absence of a pastor, Leon
Maltby and Alan Crouch have kept
the pulpit supplied. Occasionally,

we have had guest preachers from

the community. Various members
of our congregation have led our
Sabbath Eve. vespers, including Leon

‘and Iris Maltby, Charles and Anita

Harris, Bernice Todd, Paula Gladwell,
and Corrine Jensen. Paula and

Corrine have also contributed fre-

quently in recent months to our
worship with their gifts of music.
A special Christmas program has
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Rev. and Mrs. Marion Van Horn

been planned for December 23.

We look forward to a new year
and a new pastor as Pastor and
Mrs. Kenneth Van Horn join us in

January.[]
-Janette Crouch

NEWS FROM TENNESSEE

BLOUNTVILLE, TN—The church
in Upper East Tennessee continues
to meet in the home of the Bill
Palmer family. Patty Lawton worked
with the young people in the presen-
tation of ‘“The Music Machine.”’
The church sponsored an evening of
Christmas caroling on December 23.
The Wednesday evening Bible study
group is currently studying the book
of Romans. Pray for God to-continue
to bless this new church and each
member as they seek to expand
their witnessin 1979.(0

- @ FElder Victor Foreman has .assumed

leadership and general pastoral
duties with the Columbia Seventh
Day Baptist Church. This church is
an outgrowth . of the Sunshine

- Mountain ministries in Mississippi

Sabbath services are held in Columbia,

‘MS, at the church building located

at the intersection of highways 13
and 35 west of the city. Seventh Day

Baptists also sponsor a radio broad-

cast over WFFF each Sunday morning
at 8:30. A second program is spon-
sored over station WAPF/WCCA

in McComb, MS at 1:00 p.m. each

Sunday. |
;TTTTHTTTT?THTWTf’r’r‘f’f’r’r’r’r’rﬁ’rﬂ’r’r’f};
t BIRTHS | i

T - i
LA AR AR AAAARRRRANRRRRNNARARRRRRRRRRAR]

. CHRONIGER.—A daughter, Amanda Michelle,

to Kevin Lee and Debbie  (Burge)
Chroniger, Cheverly, Maryland, on
October 10, 1978.. :

PARABLE OF THE
FISHERMAN

(continued from page 12)

inspired Bible, Sabbath truth, Holy
Spirit indwelling and power?

Are we using techniques and standards
set by mere men instead of God?

Are we relying more on our glorious
heritage as Americans than by the
stripes Jesus wore for our spiritual
freedom?

Is our church history more important
than the Bible? |

Are we using inadequate and anti-
quated tools as ‘‘fishing poles
with bent safety pins’’ instead of
“nets’’?

A fishing net can catch hundreds
of fish. There are hundreds, even
millions of men to be caught. Jesus
does not call us to a task for which
He does not equip us. The answers

- are in the Bible. The fishing licenses

and instructions are there. What
else do we need? We already have
the motivation: We are committed
to grow. Let’s get out of our ruts.
and allow the Holy Spirit to use us
and teach us to be successful
fishermen![]

- EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
REPORTS

(continued from page 11)

(1) A global strategy to fulfill
the Great Commission of
our Lord ‘‘to disciple
all nations.”’ "

(2) Individual accountability

and measurement of pro-

gress towards specific
goals.

(3) Broad ownership of goals
and acceptance - of the
responsibility and inter-

dependence necessary to

achieve thein.

Undoubtedly, Seventh Day
Baptists should also conclude: ““The
purpose to which God has called us—
to reach out and touch the world
for Christ—is our very reason for
being. It must be constantly at the
forefront of all we do. Only then
can we hope to make an impact on
our world..”’ [ |

Th-e Sabbath Recorder

\

perish’’

The family of the Rev. L. Sawi Thanga,
general secretary of the Burma Conference of

SDB’s.

The SDB Youth Fellowship met during the

sessions. Music is an important part of their

services as it is here in America.

\ MISSION
NOTES

“Where there

/ is no vision

the people

® US.A.: “Justaline to ask what
I do to find out what is the best
way to start a church in ------- V?
Thus the Lord is opening new
““doors”’ for Seventh Day Baptists!
Continue to pray that we may use
our resources of leadership and
funds wisely to meet such challenges.

® MEXICO: Pastor Camacho re-
ports small groups of Baptists have
accepted the Sabbath and are being
helped by Deacon Victor Perez,
whose father is pastor in Altamira,
Tamps.

® MALAWI: The Jandalala SDB

Church (in Northern Association)

had revival meetings led by Pastor
A. K. Harawa. “We all felt the Lord
had spoken to us. The fruits were

seen and Communion and Baptism

were conducted on Sabbath afternoon.
On January 19, 20, such meetings
are scheduled for Mzuzu town and

~ the Northern Association requests

all SDB’s to pray!”’

In October the annual session of the conference
was held at Zonuam village and was well
attended.

The Seventh Day Baptist work in Burma continues to
grow. During the last year a church center was established
in Rangoon. The facility provides housing for the Thanga
family, church worship area, as well as office space.
Rev. Thanga was the editor of the World Federation
 Week of Prayer booklet for 1979. This was printed
in the Lushai language and observed by our Burmese

brethren.
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PRAYER [

A Prayer Reminder
for Each Day!!
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Verse for the month: ‘“You didn’t
choose Me! I chose you! I appointed
you to go and produce lovely fruit
always, so that no matter what you
ask for from the Father, using My

name, He will give it to you.”
-John 15:16 (LB)

PRAY FOR

1—Pastors and ministerial students in other
lands ' o

2—Rev. Addison Appel, recovering from a
heart attack _

3—A Sabbath blessing

4—Strength to walk with Him throughout
the coming week, that others may see
Him in me .
5—Medical work in Malawi ‘
6—World Federation projects and outreach
7—SDB churches without pastors/ First SDB
Church of Upper East TN (Blountville)
8—Chehalis, WA, church/ outreach
9-—American Sabbath Tract.Society as it
reaches the world through printed word
10— Pastors around the world as they minister
through God’s Word this day

11—Those I will come in contact with today
that I may introduce my Friend to them

12—God’s “‘SPECIAL* children and the
special people who will be ministering
to them at Sunshine Mountain

13—Rev. Elias Camacho and his ministry
in Mexico

14—Thank Him for His love to you

15—Demie Barjona, blind missionary in the
Philippines ‘

16—S$eminary students ‘

17—New churches who are reaching out with
the gospel this day/pray for new contacts

18—For the strength to do my best in all
of my tasks this week '

19—Bill Shoffner, lay leader, at Memphis, TN

20—Director of Evangelism Mynor G. Soper -
as he ministers in a special way to the
denomination

21—Those who teach in our Sabbath Schools

22—Our brethren in The Netherlands as they
continue their ministry to youth

23—Students considering SCSC (June is only
three months away)

- 24—JOY! Spread some of the joy you have

with those around you

| 25—David and Bettie Pearson as they await

work permits and visas to return to Malawi
26—A REAL commitment to grow...how
are you doing on previous commitments?
27—1979 OWM BUDGET —start out on the
right foot in your OWM giving for 1979!
28—Bible Clubs in our various churches/
howcan you help
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NORTH AMERICAN
BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP

Representatives from eleven Baptist
Conferences and affiliated groups
‘met for the Annual Meeting for the
Fellowship in Toronto, Canada,
October 4-6, 1978. The Seventh Day
Baptist denomination was represented
by five persons. Dr. Ernest K. Bee
ably chaired the meetings; Dr. K.
Duane Hurley was chairman of the
committee which selected the time,
place and program for the 1979
meetings. Rev. Leon Lawton reported
on Church Extension as it related to
cooperation among Baptist groups.
Mrs. Dorothy Parrott and Mrs.
Mary Clare participated. in Sharing
Group sessions. |

At the first session Wednesday
evening, reports of North American
participation in Baptist World Alliance
programs were given. These included:
The Fourteenth Baptist World Con-
gress to be held in Toronto in 1980;
The Ninth Baptist Youth World Con-
ference held in Manila, 1978;
visitation among affiliates; A Study
of Human Rights and Charismatics;
Relief: Immunization  Program,;
Baptist-Lutheran conversations; and
the Second World Conference of
Baptist Men.

There were also reports on coopera-
tive efforts among Baptists in North
America. The areas covered were:
The Women’s Union, The Men’s
Fellowship, Theological Education,
Church Extension, and Public Affairs.

The highlight of the meetings was
the Thursday night rally held in the
Yorkshire Park Baptist Church. The
music of the splendid organ together
with solos by E. Y. Huang and Mrs.
John Williams were inspirational.
Dr. Robert A. Hingson, the main
speaker, told about his project and

28

James E. Wood, Jr., executive director of the Baptist Joint Committee
on Public Affairs, congratulates Gideon K. Zimmerman (r) upon
his election as chairman of the Washington, D.C.-based agency.
Zimmerman is executive secretary of the North American Baptist
Conference with headquarters in Villa Park, Ill. :
The Baptist Joint committee serves nine U.S. and Canadian
Baptist bodies through programs of government relations, information

services, research services, and denominational services.

experiences in the immunization

program for children in Liberia.

There are many more countries which
neqd this help. Kenya has requested
a similar program and a survey is

under way to learn of the need in

Haiti.

The 1978 meetings were held in
Toronto in order to place emphasis
on the 1980 Baptist World Congress

which will be held in the Maple

Leaf Gardens, July 8-13, 1980. The

NG AR TR 2

theme will be ““Celebrating Christ’s
Presence Through Its Church by
Its Holy Spirit.”’

- The fellowship members were given
a tour of the Maple Leaf Garden
and hosted to lunch in the ‘“‘Hot
Stove Boys’’ lunch room. (The name
honors the group of men who,
in previous years, sat around a
wood stove to discuss the Toronto
hockey team and its games.) ]

' -Mary Clare

Sherry took the list that she had SO carefully
written a few weeks before and crumpled it in a ball.

“It’s no use,” she said. “‘I’'m never going to be
able to be any different than I am right now!”’

Just as Sherry was about to throw the crq;npled
list in the wastebasket, her older brotheg, Ted, came

into the room.
““What’s going on? Who are you talking to?”’

“Nobody, just me. And I’'m upset because I’ve
broken every ome of my New Year’s resolutions
and January isn’t even over yet!”’ Sherry threw the

list as hard as she could at the wastebasket, but it

bounced off the basket and landed on the floor.
Ted leaned over and picked it up. He slowly opened
the paper and smoothed it with his hand. Normally,
Sherry would have tried to keep Ted from reading it,
but right now she just didn’t care.

Ted read the list carefully, to himself. There were
only three resolutions on it.

“‘1. Practice the piano every day.
2. Feed the dog without being reminded.

3. Don’t get angry.”’

When Ted was finished, he folded the paper carefully.
Those are good resolutions, Sherry.”” he said. “‘But
what good are they if I can’t keep them for even
one month?’’ Sherry was still very angry.
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““You know, Sherry. I've been making New Year’s
resolutions for several years now. I don’t think I’'ve
ever kept one for a whole year. But that doesn’t stop
me from making resolutions. Whenever 1 break one
of my resolutions, I ask God to forgive me and to
help me do better. It’s not easy, but it gets easier
after a while. You can’t be different just by making
a resolution. It takes a lot of patience. You can’t do it
all by yourself, but you can ask God to help you.
My Sabbath School teacher- gave us this verse to
memorize: ‘When anyone is joined to Christ, he is a
new being; the old has gone, the new has come’
(2 Corinthians 5:17 TEV). That helps me remember
that God is the one who helps me change and that

[ can’t do it by myself.”’

Sherry reached out and took the list. from Ted.
She opened it and looked at it. Then she said, “‘I under-
stand what you are saying, Ted. I still need to wc_)rk
on my resolutions, especially the last one about getting
angry. And I need to ask God to help me keep
my resolutions. You know, Ted, you’re pretty smart,
for a brother.”

You can memorize the same verse that Ted me.mqri.zed.
(Younger children memorize, ‘“When anyone 1s joined
to Christ, he is a new being...””)

Find the memory verse in the puzzle below. Start
with the W in the upper left corner and end in the

‘lower right corner. Draw a line through the letters.[]

-Linda Harris
NEXTI PS ANE
CHTHEI OTOW
ARHAESAPTSB
BI SHMLTEEDO
WS TTHEYI YY
EMQF KAZENX
TLAMXTUMOG
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STEWARDSHIP
MEANS GOOD
MANAGEMENT OF
OUR RESOURCES

—All We Have Belongs to God

“‘Giving can and should be one of the most
exciting activities of the Christian life.”’

Members of the Seventh »Day' Baptist Stewardship

Committee_*believe this and are setting the stage for it
to happen in 1979, | |

Richard Shepard, immediate past Conference president.
has assumed the chairmanship of the committee, working
with co-chairman Pastor Earl Cruzan, the core group
In the Milton, Wisconsin, area, and members at-large
from. throughout the denomination. The committee is
meeting the first weekend in January to finalize plans
and make assignments of special projects for the year.
Committee members are: Earl Cruzan, Jonathan Cruzan
Herbert Crouch, Phil Burrows, Leon R. Lawton, Don

Sanfoyd, Ann Williams, Burton Crandall, Paul Osborn
and Dick Shepard. | ’

“We intend to emphasize ‘the funnel method’ rather
thaq the ‘bucket method’ of giving,”” Stewardship
Chairman Shepard says. ““In other words, the individual
churches and the denominational agencies provide the

| channels through which resources are made available

for important phases of Christ’s work rather than serve
Just as recipients of funds.”’ .

In the Christian Ministry magazine is published an
article on ‘‘Making It Possible for People To Give
Generously’’ by Paul M. Dietterich, a parish .expert.
The Stewardship Committee intends to apply the
suggested  ‘‘orientations that promote giving’’:

(1) View the church as a ““Resource System.”’

(2) Enable beople to give through the church.

(3) Focus on'deep values and goals.

(4) Emphasize how the church is helping people grow.

%) Provide_ all members with numerous opportunities
to participate in decision-making about church
programming. o

(6) Provide people with multiple opportunities
to make additional gifts.

(7 B;tgaden people’s options for making designated
- gifts. o

8) Broaden the work of the Stewardship and
Finance Committees to include helping persons

“achieve their deepest values and goals through
the church.
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Stewarc}ship Chairman Shepard met with the General
Counc;l in October. A careful survey was made
regarding OWM giving patterns through the years.
Progress toward balancing the budget in 1978 was
reviewed. The proposed budgets for 1979 were thoroughly
analyzed and discussed; and it was determined, in light
of the discussions, that the larger General Conference

endorsed budget for 1979 ($325,000) should be adopted
and put into effect. | |

As a part of the plan for budget promotion, churches
and agencies of the denomination are encouraged to
use ‘‘program budgeting.”’

Dr. James Powell, director of Cooperative Program
Promotion for the Stewardship Commission of the
Southern Baptist Convention, serving as consultant
to the_ General Council and the Stewardship Committee,
explains program budgeting as ‘“‘a process by which
a chu;ch (or church agency) plans its spending around
the ministries it conceives as God’s will for its life.”

““The first thing we should think about in connection
with budget is ministry,” Dr. Powell points out ‘‘a
church organization must decide what it needs and wants
by way of program (ministry) and then determine
whgt that ministry will cost. This is program (ministry-
action or zero-based) budgeting.’’

Dr. Powell concludes: ““If the budget is not being

raise;d_, then the question is: ‘Are we doing too much
or giving too little?’ ”’

~ No doubt the Stewardship Committee will have this

- question in mind as a starting point for stewardship

development, based upon a ‘“Biblical theology’’ which
substantiates the fact that “‘Christian stewardship is
the ordering of the whole of life in accordance with the
will of God revealed in Jesus Christ.’’ []
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HOLOCAUST IN THE JUNGLE

It is the archetypical tragedy of
the decade. Each day for a week
we watched the evening news and
read in our newspapers the latest

| episode in the deadly drama being

enacted in the steaming jungles of

{ Guyana.

The murder of Congressman Leo
Ryan and three newsmen shocked
the nation, but we were hardly
prepared for what followed. That
over 900 men, women, and children

1 could commit mass suicide on the

instruction of their “‘religious” leader,

| the Rev. Jim Jones, seems almost

incomprehensible.

[t was a Satanic communion service

| where the helpless babies died first,

often in their mother’s arms. The
scene is almost impossible to vis-
ualize —but we saw photographs of
those fields of death. We saw the
long lines of silver caskets as they
arrived in the United States. We
witnessed all this in living color

| in the security and comfort of our

homes. We sat in horror as over
the television screen the picture of
entire families embraced in death
and our hearts cried out for those
who had been so deceived.

The People’s Temple movement

I began as something good—offering
[ assistance to the homeless, food for

the hungry, concern for the ill and
aged. The Rev. Jim Jones was for

a time associated with what we’

would term a ‘‘main-line’’ denomi-
nation. That he was a man .of

§ unusual abilities no one could deny.
§ A charismatic leader, Jones soon
| assumed absolute control over the

lives of his followers.

All too often in religion a charis-
matic leader is able to maneuver
people into blind allegiance and thus

| today we see a proliferation of cults

and modern day prophets eager to
control the minds and purses of
their followers. No doubt one reason
for the rise of such movements
is the breakdown of the family as

January 1979

well as other forms of authority.
For many life has no meaning and
it 1s important to belong to an
authoritarian organization that can
give meaning and purpose to life
as well as promise utopia either on
this earth or in the better world to
come.

There.is an obvious lesson here
in regard to church organization.
A hierarchical system whereby all
authority is centered in one person
or in an inner elite is a dangerous
thing. There is an old adage that
absolute power corrupts absolutely,
and Jigm Jones again proves it true. [

BARBARA SNYDER
FAITH MISSION WORKER

This month we are happy to
welcome to our staff,-Miss Barbara

~ Snyder, who is now serving in
Plainfield as a Faith Mission worker. |

Barbara, a member of the Alfred
church, has been employed for some
years by Kodak in Rochester, N.Y.
She has resigned her position and
has come, in answer to God’s call,
to work for the American Sabbath
Tract Society and Council on Ministry
offices.

By Faith Mission worker, we mean
she has come on faith, without
salary, believing the Lord will supply
her living needs through the assistance
of those who want to have a part in
her ministry. Gifts to this ministry
are tax deductible. Checks and
money orders may be made payable
to Our World -Mission and designated
for her support. ' :

Barbara shares why she has felt
led to this type of ministry. She
writes: ‘I was looking for a new
job in Rochester and never really
thought about serving the Lord. The
Lord spoke to me through the Holy

- Spirit- with several circumstances,

such as sermons, reading, radio,

and Christian friends in a timespan

of one week. It was very clear to me

that the Lord was calling me to

work for Him. My immediate reaction

to the idea was not that of excitement,

but sorrow and rejection.  After

getting used to the idea, I reached

the conclusion that the only way

[ could be happy and at peace

would be to serve the Lord in what- |
ever capacity He saw fit.

““In the next four months, I sought
the Lord’s will as to where I should
go and discovered He wanted me to |
help the American Sabbath Tract
Society and Center on Ministry in §
Plainfield, N.J.

““I am very excited about what I |
can do to help these organizations |
and am eager to dig into the loads
of work that need to be done.

““I believe the Lord will provide

‘my needs and feel I will acquire a

great -deal of faith through this |
experience.’’

We are truly grateful for Barbara’s }
many abilities and her willingness to
be used of God in His Kingdom
work. We believe that God will
supply her needs and know that
many of our readers will want to
have a part in this ministry.

Your gift may be sent to the |
American Sabbath Tract Society,
P.O. Box 868, Plainfield, NJ 07061
or else to Mr. Gordon Sanford,
Our World Mission, Little Genesee,
NY 14754.(] | S
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GENERAL CONFERENCE
_AUGUST 1979

The North Central Association will host General
«Conference August 5-12, 1979, at Adrian College,
Adrian, Michigan.

Adrian College is a Methodist church-related school
with a student body of approximately 1,500. The
campus is-mostly -new and has a spacious appearance.
Most of the buildings are of Indiana limestone, pleasingly
separated by large green lawn areas and landscape
- plantings. -

Worship services will be held in the chapel, a new
building, which has an excellent organ and piano.
Business sessions and other group meetings will be held
in the auditorium, a short walk from the chapel,
The auditorium, dining hall, and library are air®
conditioned; dormitories and classrooms are not.

The City of Adrian is located in Southeast Michigan.
It is approximately 37 miles southeast of Jackson,
Michigan; 70 miles southwest of Detroit; 35 miles
northwest of Toledo, Ohio; and some 80 miles southeast
of Battle Creek, Michigan, the nearest SDB church.
Detroit and Toledo are the closest major airports.

The Host Committee has had lunch on two occasions
in the dining hall, cafeteria style, and was pleased
with both the quantity and quality of the food and the
pleasant atmosphere. In addition to the regular dining
hall, :there is a large, beautiful dining room for any
special occasions, banquets, etc.
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Dormitory rooms are clean, pleasant, and of very
ample size with two single beds in the rooms. All
linens are furnished. Facilities are ‘“down the hall.”’

Adrian is a great place to have a great Conference.
See you in Adrian, August 5!
- -George Parrish,

Host Committee Chairman
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' “Come now, and let us reason
together, saith the Lord: though
your sins be as scarlet, they shall
be as white as snow’’ (Isaiah 1:18).





