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Editor Bevis introducing the August issue of the Sabbath Recorder.' 
He stated that the Recorder goes to a "select group" but that he is 
still accepting new subscribers! 

Faith Mission worker Barbara Snyder was 
, 'recognized for her dedicated work for the 

Tract Society and Council on Ministry during 
the past year in Plainfield. 
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Owen Probasco received an award for twenty years' 
service to the Tract Society presented by Board President 

, George Cruzan. Mr; Probasco of Shiloh, NJ, is also 
, president of the Memorial Fund. 
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A DAY OF 
PRAYER 

--January 4, 1981------, 

Conference,' President Davis, ~plaining their desire ~hat! .' 
136y~ars .,later, as we. strive "to pl~ase<Go(fin' ey~tY,. '.' ' 

. way," it w()uld be only fitting to invite allrSeve~tb1)~r •.•... ", 
~aptists to a day of fast~ng andpraye'r .Inthis_·\Vay·W~),·.;:,; 
would' rediscover ourheritagetbroli'ghSev~tlUr Day~',' , .' 
Baptists of·an earlier 'era who werepdssessed'ofthe .,~. 

J Holy Spirit,andwo~d showtheneedto'niak:etheSeventh~' 
_ daySabbath'known-to the w()rldtod!iY.:, . . . 

,'. '. 

In this . new Seventh Day Baptist ..... "' ..• tp'rponj ... p 

will certainly be· a great way to "Grow ..... ~___ _:­
day of fasting. and prayer 'brings many 
the local chutch.PeopJe who pray TnO,,"T 

unified. It would demonstrate'· ..... &A.'''' ...... y ....... . ____ \"'" 

Seventh Day ·Baptist denomination as we'. Ai .... ~ •• "''''~ 
world our desire to, get on our knees and set. ~Q""'" 
of fasting and'prayer . 

'Presid~ntDllane Davis, a man of,prayet .. w ", .. '~,,"} .. \i' ..... ~.~.~""'H.t;' 
. " . t. ..... . . . General Council this 0" [JPc!lt1'l~\r <"11\.11"/,,, 

." 'Dean ancl SUsje.· '.' . 11~":7 '~Al;Hi~~U~i~~ 
." ...... ~ .... ~. time as It was 

"''''''''~'''''''''''',~.''''''''''''V'''''' to OUf ........... ,..~ 
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~flHJ.r s'roftssion in music 
btl lion A. &Unforl» 

H igh up in the mountai~s at .Genesee P~rk a c.onglomerate group of 
SCSC alumni and famIly (wIth generatIons gomg both up and down) 
met for a picnic supper. Our grace for the meal was "Old Hundred" 

better known as 'the Doxology. We began in unison, but by about the fourth 
measure it was in four-part harmony with a descant for good measure. 
The caterers waiting to serve us expressed some surprise, for no one had 
told them that they were serving a-choir-they thought it was just a bunch 
of young people .. 

SEVENTH DAY BAPTISTS ARE 
A CHOIR: sometimes in, unison, 
sometimes in harmony, and often with 
descants or improvisations On the. 
theme .. puring the days of Church 
. Growth seminars, Carl George listed 
the musical ability of our people as . 
a distinctive which ought to be a 
source for ·growth. At a fair booth 
in Rock County, Wisconsin, the bell 
choir from the Milton church played 
each evening. A spectator came behind 
the choir, looked over the shoulder 
of one of the players and was heard 
to remark, "Why, each one of them 
is actually reading music!" . 

Music is a vital part of General Confe(ence. A few 
years ago as the choir director was selecting music for 
the choir's use, a fellow musician noted the difficulty of 
the music and asked him how many weeks he had to 
prepare, his singers. He could not believe that total re­
hearsal' time for a pick-up choir was not over one hour 
each day during the Conference with an ~nthe~ each 
night. "Do you have that many professIonal smgers 
in your churches to do that?" he was asked. 

WE ARE "PROFESSIONAL SINGERS" if you take 
. the word professional to be that we "profess" our faith 
in music. From the early days of the Stennetts in England 
to .the present we have professed our faith in music. 

I have not sung in the Conference choir on a regular 
basis over the ·years for several reasons, ranging from lack 
of musical talent to what I called a stewardship of time. 
(Which really· meant that rehearsals· cut into the dinner 
hour.) But recently I have made two important dis­
coveries. First, there is the safety in numbers. In the 
Milton church choir, if the director corrects the tenor 
section, I know to whom he is referring. In the Conference 
choir it is possible to blend into a . harmonious unit 
and consider deviations as mere "overtones" giving a 
fuller body to a tone. 
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As to stewardship of time and missing the d,inner 
line I discovered that Gary Cox never lets the chOir out 
till the long line has gone through. By the time we 
get there, one has little stewardship of time. 

To be a part of the celebr~tion of Christ and .partic~larly 
the joyous Sabbath worshIp of Conference IS tohft up 
voices in songs of praise and thanksgiving. True, there 
may be some who feel they ~annot participate ~i~h the 
voice as fully as they would lIke. My da~ had diffIculty 
in carrying a tune. In fact, he often ~aId he had a lot 
of music within him because none of It had ever come . 
out. Yet he often got more benefit from the musical 
. "profession" for he both listened attentively and concen­
trated on the words while l.concentrated on the notes. 

. It is my strong opinion that as God 
listens to the singing of Seventh Day 
Baptists He is pleased. Perhaps not 
so much by the notes as ·by the par­
ticipation which He finds in both 
young and old and in between-from 
"Bullfrogs and Butterflies," from 
the "Celebration of Life'.' by youth, 
and the intricate chords, harmonies, 
and runs of the organ or the choir. 
Come, let us make a joyful noise unto 
the Lord .. .let us sing unto the Lord. 0 

-reprinted from CRIER. 
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Conference on Impact of Alcohol 
on our Society 

by Harold and Beverley Snyder 

Last Fall, Harold and I were pri­
vileged to represent our denomi­

nation at the "National Conference 
of Religious and Lay Leaders on 
the Impact of Alcohol on Contem­
porary Society" which took place at 
the Indianapolis Convention Center, 

. Indianapolis, Indiana, Nov. 26-28. 

It was a varied and well-organized 
program which included many 
prominent speakers, induding Jack 
Anderson, Washington Bureau Chief; 
Dr. Jimmy Allen, First Baptist Church, 
San Antonio, Texas; John DeLuca, 
Director of National Institute on 
Alcohol· Abuse; Harold Hughes, 
former U.S. Senator and now Director 
of Lay Ministry Activities with the 
Assisi Foundation; Don Newcombe, . 
former Brooklyn Dodger now speaking 
for the National Institute on Alcohol 
Abuse; Dr. Foy Valentine, Executive 
Director Christian Life Commission 
of the Southern Baptist Conference. 
These are just a few of the speakers 
we enjoyed listening to during the 
. course of the conference. . 

There were twenty-two workshops 
concerning specific issues planned 
for those· in attendance, each one 
directed by a facilitator and one or 
mor~ resource persons. These work­
shops were always· very interesting, 
sometimes helpful and sometimes 
very frustrating as we tried to under­
stand some of the points of view 
expressed. Some initiated quite heated 
discussions as there were very dif­
fering opinions. 

There was some disappointment 
in the comparatively small attendance 

6 

. and as one organizer put it, "There 
were too many chiefs and not enough 
Indians." This was definitely the case 
as the majority of those present were 
individuals involved in the field of 
. alcohol use and abuse in a professional 
way. Unfortunately, this is indica-
tive of the total problem; the apathy 
of most people in regard to facing 
up to the carnage and total ramifi­
cations of alcohol use and abuse in 
our society today. It's a problem very 
few people want to hear about much 
less talk about. It was pointed out 
as being our nation's number one 
drug problem and ranks third in the 
cause of death, surpassed bnly by 
heart disease and cancer. 

The· conference reinforced the con­
cern Harold and I have had about 
this problem for many years btlt it 
has also renewed our quandry as 
to reaching people, especially our 

. young people with the situation 
which exists, in such a way as will 
not alienate those adults in our churches 
who would rather not be confronted 
with the truth about alcohol. The 
unwillingness to dialogue seemed to 
be what, we kept hearing and when 
all is said and done we believe 
that somehow the cold statistics, 
which· are heartrending and unbe­
lievable, must be faced before people 
are willing to recognize that alcohol 
use and abuse is a monumental pro­
blem and one which 'we must be 
willing to deal with in our churches 
and in our homes. As far as those 
church people we 'came in contact . 
with at the conference, there were 
those who believed, as we do, in total 
abstinence as the solution. 

There were also those who were 
very liberal to the point of condoning 
drinking at church functions, and 
those who were middle-of-the-roaders, 
wo were unwilling to take a stand 
one way .or the other except to en­
courage "responsible drinking," a 
term we were to hear over and over 
again but which was refuted by many 
as over simplifying the problem as 
in many cases it will not work. 
There were persons who testified 
that in their case the "firs( drink" 
was the beginning of thirty years of 
alcoholism. Some stated that after 
one drink, you are "one drink drunk," 
and therefore no longer able to make 
your decisions as responsibly as be­
fore you took that drink. After hearing 
all of these points of view expressed 
we both drew pretty much the same 
conclusion. 

Those who share very liberal views 
on drinking and whose emphasis was 
only on treatment rather than pre­
vention were not providing their peers 
or the young people they were associated 
with any real ground for abstinence 
or prevention. The result in many 
cases as actually stated by those in 
attendance at the conference was 
more alcohol abuse and more resul­
tant alcoholism. Many refused to 
identify alcohol for what it is, an 
addictive mind-altering drug, whose 
producers are spending approximately 
one billion dollars a year bombarding 
young and old alike with glamourous 
advertising which makes drinking 
seem like the natural and normal 
way to go. On the other hand, total 
abstinence as a viable choice is being 
proven statistically in· family . and 
church situations to be effective in 
combating the alcohol use and abuse 
problem. " 

The confer~nce provided those 
present with many different resources 
which will provide free literature, 
. speakers, etc., to concerned individuals 
and groups who are interested in 
initiating alcohol awareness programs. 
Owen Cooper and Tommy Payne 
are to be commended, for an ex­
ceptionally fine program and a well 
organized conference. We feel that 
this was a very important and worth­
while national conference and we are . 
thankful to the denomination and the 
Memorial Board for underwriting 
our expense which helped to make 
this trip possible. 0 
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I am in prison-for the rest of my life. I can never escape. No one 
can free me. I have committed no crime. 

My prison is not made of bars and walls. It is. one of flesh, bones, 
and blood ... all mine. My body has become my pnson. It never seemed 
like a prison when I was young. But something happened on the way to 
the forum! I became old. Why did I think it only applied to others? 

The day finally comes when we look into a mirror with Snow White's 
familiar question. And the mirror answers honestly: we are ~o.longer 
the fairest of them all. Is that really me? Why do I look so differently 
from the way I feel? 

Is there no solution to my dilemma? I told myself there were still things 
to do, places to go, and· people to meet before I was ready t? sleep. 
My flesh and blood prison sat in a chair, with a restless "me" InSide, and 
life was passing me by. 

. 
How does one cope with sagging muscles, stiffened joints, aching parts 

which refuse to do our bidding even though the spirit is more than willing 
'to go on? I never thought growing old would bellike this. 

The "me" who inhabits my prison has not changed that much. Inside, 
I wanted to take a brisk walk, go shopping, visit a friend, even do something 
daring, such as climb a mountain, swim an ocean, or soar to the moon. 

Perhaps you are the answer. You can help me. Come to visit me. Let· 
me smell your perfume. Bring the crisp, cold air of the outdoors inside 
to me. Play the music I want to hear. Read the news to me. Tell me 
about the world. Let's discuss a good book, a football game, the new 

look in fa~hion. I am hungry to know it all . 

I11l1J Above all, talk to me as an equal, rather than some-
A ~ LA one who has been reduced to basket weaving. or 

JJ J~ fin.gerpainting. My IQ has not turned white, 
~ ;1;. or even slightly gray. And please try not to 
~. ~ look at me with pity in your eyes. My life has 

• been gloriously full of adventures, joys, 
, '-;' . good times as well as bad. 

. fS~' When you must take your leave of me, 
..~ refrain from patting my cheek like 
~. a small child. Give my hand a hearty 
~~ shake instead. It may hurt my ar-
~ thritic bones,. bur you will help me 

~....... feel that'I am S.till in the human 
• race. ... . 

.. And come to see me next week. 
L."~ No appointment necessary. 0 

~ -.. -Madeline Keen ... ... 
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Jesus-r lways Jesus 
by Fay Russell 
Shiloh, N.J. 

Ever since I was a little girl, I can 
remember hearing a Bible verse, 

over and over again, and at the time 
I didn't quite understand it. It was 
Romans 8:28, "All things work to­
gether for good to them that love 
God and al e called according to His 
purpose." How that could make any 
sense when I had just totaled my 
dad's car was beyond me. 

Now as I look back I can see exactly 
what God was trying to say to me 
when He placed that very thought­
provoking verse in my path. 

In May of 1978, our house was 
robbed. I couldn't for the life of me 
understand what good could come 
out of strangers routing through all . 
of our belongings and helping them­
selves to things that had more sen­
timental value than words could 
begin to express. 

Then the Lord began to show me 
what that verse was trying to say. 
As I thought about it I began to 
realize that material things really had 
no value! The only things worth 
having are those given by God, like 
my salvation in Christ. 

In September of 1978 our one­
year -<:>ld daughter, Karen, was diagnosed 
with Acute Leukemia. I remember so 
plainly asking myself, How? How can 
this possibly be for my good? How? 
However, I discovered that it was! 

We have seen a marriage restored 
because of faith in God that never 
would have happened without the 
Lord working it out through Karen's 
illness. We witnessed the strengthening 
of family ties because of a special 
love for a very sick little girl. Also 
my relationship with my father was 
much closer because we had oppor­
tunity to talk together in those drives 
to and from the hospital with Karen. 
Little did I realize how much that 
would mean to me when my father 
went to be with the Lord only two 
months later. 

We found doors opening for us to 
witness of God's healing power. Only 
two years ago Karen was so sick and 

now through prayer and a growing 
faith in God's power she is doing 
fine. In November she was taken off 
chemotherapy. Only a great God 
could make something good come 
out of something so evil as leukemia. 

God has given me faith such as I 
have never experienced before. Sure 
I'm still human, I still have times of 
doubt and fear. I realize that I still 
have a long road abead-a road with 
a lot of learning along the way. How­
ever, I am so thankful and praise God 
for Jesus always sees me through! 

Following the robbery of our home 
the Lord gave me a song. It has 
been a great comfort to me on several 
occasions. The words go like this: 

Jesus, Always Jesus 

Jesus, When I'm happy you are there, 
Jesus, When I'm sad and in despair, 
You're always with me, always near me, 
Always by my side. 
Always giving me the strength to 
Listen and abide. 
Always, always, 'always 
Jesus, always Jesus. 

Jesus you've been with me since before 
, Jesus, since on the cross my sins you 

bore, 
You loved me then, you love me now 
And I can't ask for more 
Oh Jesus, thank you for loving me 
Jesus, always Jesus. 

Jesus, you've given me a life that's new. 
Jesus, you've shown me how to follow 

you. 
You've given me the life that I have 
Looked for, for so long. 
Oh Jesus help me to repay you 
With a faith that's strong. 
Thank you Jesus, Thank you! 

, Jesus, always Jesus. \ 

The next tim~ I find myself in a 
difficult situation I am going to under­
stand more fully what God meant, 
when He lead me to that special 
verse that says: "All things work 
together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are called according 
to His purpose." Romans 8:28.0 



,u,U'h Prof. Richard Joel 
niversity of Tennessee 
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Jesus--cAlways Jesus 
by Fay Russell 
Shiloh, N.J. 

I ,~ ,:f \incl' I was a little girl, I can 
.1,;'.·:lll'll1ber hearing a Bible verse, 

: ,llid uver again, and at the time 
,":,Iil'! 4uite understand it. II was 

>llldm X:2H, "All thinl!s work to-
~ 

L'll iln lor good to them that love 
llud andale called according to His 
purpose." How that could make any 
sense when I had just totaled my 
dad's car was beyond me. 

Now as I look back I can see exactly 
what God was trying to say to me 
when He placed that very thought­
provoking verse in my path. 

In May of 1978, our house was 
robbed. I couldn't for the life of me 
understand what good could come 
out of strangers routing through all 
of our belongings and helping them­
selves to things that had more sen­
timental value than words could 

, begin to express. 

Then the Lord began to show me 
what that verse was trying to say. 
As I thought about it I began to 
realize that material things really had 
no value! The only things worth 
having are those given by God, like 
my salvation in Christ. 

In September of 1978 our one­
year-{)ld daughter, Karen, was diagnosed 
with Acute Leukemia. I remember so 
plainly asking myself, How? How can 
this possibly be for my good? How? 
However, I discovered that it was! 

We have seen a marriage restored 
because of faith in God that never 
would have happened without the 
Lord working it ,out through Karen's 
illness. We witnessed the strengthening 
of family ties because of a special 
love for a very sick little girl. Also 
my relationship with my father was 
much closer because we had oppor­
tunity to talk together in those drives 
to and from the hospital with Karen. 
Little did I realize how much that 
would mean to me when my father 
went to be with the Lord only two 
months later. 

We found doors opening for us to 
witness of God's healing power. Only 
two years ago Karen was so sick and 

now through prayer and a growing 
faith in God's power she is doing 
fine. I n November she was taken oil 
chemotherapy. Only a great God 
could make something good come 
out of something so evil as leukemia. 

God has given me faith such as I 
have never experienced before. Sure 
I'm still human, I still have times of 
doubt and fear. I realize that I still 
have a long road ahead-a road with 
a lot of learning along the way. How­
ever; I am so thankful and praise God 
for Jesus always sees me through! 

Following the robbery of our home 
the Lord gave me a song. It has 
been a great comfort to me on several 
occasions. The words go like this: 

Jesus, Always Jesus 

Jesus, When I'm happy you are there, 
Jesus, When I'm sad and in despair, 
You're always with me, always near me, 
Always by my side. ' 
Always giving me the strength to 
Listen and abide. 
Always, always, always 
Jesus, always Jesus. 

Jesus you've been with me since before 
Jesus, since on the cross my sins you 

bore, 
You loved me then, you love me now 
And I can't ask for more 
Oh Jesus, thank you for loving me 
Jesus, always Jesus. 

Jesus, you've given me a life that's new. 
Jesus, you've shown me how to follow 

you. 
You've given me the Ii fe that I have 
Looked for, for so long. 
Oh Jesus help me to repay you 
With a faith that's strong. 
Thank you Jesus, Thank you! 
Jesus, always Jesus. 

The next time I find myself in a 
, difficult situation I am going to under­
stand more fully what God meant 
when He lead me to that special 
verse that says: "All things work 
together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are called according 
to His purpose." Romans 8:28. [] 
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m~e ienefita of ieing ·u Ql~ri.6tian 
bg <n~aplain lerog lass 

• ioutilem Dllsconsin C!lenter .1100 can experience ~e warm~ of ~e loue of <lob for 
gou in gour own ~eart. 

.1I0u~aue a iautor. 

.1I0u art saueb from eternal bamnation anb bestnutton. , 

.lIou art no longer an enemg of <lob-no longer running 

.1I0u often rtceiue a marutloull anllwer to 1I0me nteb. 
some ~tlp. some problem. jUllt w~en gou nteb it. 

• Iou ~aue ~e inbwdling of tile lioly &pirit for power 
to ouercome temptation. anb to ac~ieue ri~teoullnells. from lIIim. 

• Iou ~aue someone to confess your sinll to. wit:" can • Iou are giuen an inspireb (iuibebook-t~e iible­
to be a ligltt to your ~eart. minb. soul. anb boby. anb bots trulg forgiue gou. , 

• <lob lifts gour "fed out of ~e miry dug." anb lifts .tou become a part of ~e JamUy-~e 1ftdlows~ip of 
o~er C!l~rilltianll-w~ic~ is in tum "~e boby of 
or~rist" on earlQ-]His cQurcQ. 

gou out of ~e pit of sin. 

• lour sins are was~eb awag. anb you are dean. 
.Iou are giuen tile gift of ~e ]Holy ~pirit w~o will feueal 

~e beep ~ings of <lob to you anb to giue you tile • <lob frtes gou from t~e beuil's c1utc~es. 
power to Hue anb be a witness for ]Him. ' 

• Iou ~aue a frienb t~a~ .. sttcke~ doser ~an a bro~er." 

• Iou become a c~ilb of (irlb. 
• Iou learn ~ow to trulg become unlldfis~ anb t~ink of 

o~er people . 

• lour name is written in ~e ~eauenlg look of life. 

, • "OOlb ~ings are passeb awag-all ~tngs become new." 

• Iou keep gounger longer. grow olber slower. because 
of two t~tngs: 
a. you ~aue a buogant ~ope for life-an optimistic 

outlook. . 
• :mife takes on new meaning to you-anb joy. ,b. Huing by ~iglter stanbarbs (no' bissipaUon. de.) 

• Wrust anb peace take ~e place of ~e olb fears anb 
worries. 

.llou will be resurrecteb to eternal life at t~e coming 
of Ql~rist. 

• Iou can, prag to (iob about anutlling on gour ~eart. 
asking lIIim for )tis ,infinite ,guibance anb wisbom. 

• Iou wm, "~aue euerlasting life" in ~e iKingbom of 
<lob.D 

by Rev. Paul Green 

I would like for all my decision:­
making to be God-led. I seek God's 
guidance for all my main decisions 
and many routine decisions. While 

, God has never spoken to me around 
or in a dramatic way, I feel that 

. there are several' ways' God (a la 
muses) leads me in decision-making. 

1. Thru impulses and insights gained 
from prayer and meditation and study 
of, the Scriptures and devotional 
literature. 

2. Thru the circumstances. of op­
portunities aIJdlack thereof: "open 
and closed doors. ' , 

3. Thru my wife, family, and other 
people. 

4. Thru habitual patterns of de-
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Decision-Making 
cis ion-making and action that have 
been developed over a long period 
of thne so that many decisions can' 
be made easily and quickly, without 
the necessity of detailed reappraisal 
'in each instance. 

Often out of one or more of these 
comes a feeling or even a conviction 
of what is best and/or right. There 
remain, however, many instances in 
which there seems to be no clear 
leading from God, and I must go 
ahead and make a choice-a decision­
take action anyway. Often these are 
routine decisions where God' is 
probably saying "You have to use 
your own brain and common sense 
-don't expect me to pull all the 
strings for you." Sometimes these 
are major decisions, and then I think 
He is saying to me "Go ahead­
launch out in faith-' you and your 
life are in my hands." In some situa-

. tions I believe He is saying that 
either course-or anyone of several 
-is "within His will" and is all 
right. 

I know there are many times 
when I misread the signals and make 
unwise decisions. Most of these 
probably could, be called impulse 
decisions. At such times I have to 
admit my mistakes and ask God's 
forgiveness and, sometimes, His help 
in getting out of a bad situation. 

In some of these major decisions 
of my life I have really wrestled with 
God, seeking clear guidance, and He 
has not given it in the ways I 
wanted. I have had to go ahead in 
one way or another. But later­
sometimes years later-I have been 
able to look back and feel that God 
was leading me in ways I could not 
see at the time. D ' 
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You have chosen a servant; 
let him serve. 

You have chosen a leader; 
let him lead. 

You have chosen a man of GOD: 
help him remain so. 

Guard his youth, and help him stay young 
all his life. 

Let him hold to the idealism of youth, 
that with age it may neither mellow 
nor disintegrate. 

Allow him to have new ideas 
and to spark them in your midst; 

Do not be too anxious to quench these sparks 
with cold water. 

Let differences which arise be marked 
by understanding 
and respect 
and humor 

And bridged by your common purpose 
in serving God. 

Lend him your encouragement 
and from time to time put it into words. 

Do not allow the hour of sleep find him 
depressed or disheartened. ' 

Allow him to draw his own conclusions 
about people and their problems, 

As he may be able to see them in a different 
and perhaps a better light. 

Allow him time for spiritual refreshment: 
quiet thinking 
and meditation 
and retreats for the growth of the spirit . 

, , 

Don't let him feel the loneliness of the ministry. 

But draw circles that will include 
him and his family, ' 

And share with him and his wife 
genuine Christian love. 

Have confidence in him, and through him, 
in the teachers who have taught him, 
in the minds of the great thinkers 

he has read, 
in the parents and family 

who have nurtured him. 
in GOD who has chosen himfor this part. 
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Tie him neither to the past 
nor to the post: 
Help him to know the best of what has 

been without insisting that he either 
uphold it or follow it if he 
knows a better way, 

Allow him opportunities to leave 
the immediate task from time to time 
so that he may look again on the 
total task of the Kingdom. 

He has come to think of the Church as people; 
May you always think of him as a person, 

and never as a machine or a divinity. 
Keep in mind that you are ordaining him 

not to the ministry of this Churclvonly, 
but to the Church Universal, 

stretching across the world in order 
to reach others who also wish 
to be in the Kingdom of GOD. 

Pray for him; 
Allow him to pray for you, 

recognizing that the latter 
may be more difficult for you 
than the former. 

Remember that he represents among you not 
himself but the Cftrist of GOD; 

Your response will be not to him, 
but to the Master of both of you. 

He shall cultivate and prune and nourish, 
but you must bear fruit; 

He shall plan and dream and pray, 
but you must carry plans and dreams 
and prayers to fulfillment . . , 

Whose is the greater responsibility? 
As great as is his, 

I venture to say it is the congregation's 
But you are more than one, 
and you have among you GOD Himself 
Who guides and strengthens and blesses. 

F:INALLY - Show by your practices and good 
deeds and lives of prayer 
your willingness to follow the One 

Whom he so willingly follows. 
This will be his greatest reward - and yours. 

May GOD bless you both in this joint venture. 
(This statement was prepared by 

William H, Martin, Los Angeles, CA) 
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MISSION 
NOTES 

"Where there 
is no vision 

the people 
perish" 

• KOKOMO, IN, branch church 
of the Columbus, OH, SDB Church 
is operating a drug and alcohol "hot­
line" as a community service. News­
paper articles have helped publicize 
the "hotline" which is manned by 
Burnell Grooms in her home. She 
refers individuals for counseling to 
two Baptist ministers or to other 
community resources as Alcoholics 
Anonymous or the Mental Health 
Center. The Kokomo SDB branch . , 
church is now meeting in and re­
modeling a residence for its use at 
2214 N. Webster. Larry Watt leads 
in worship. and Bible study on his 
visits onr;e or twice a month. Services 
are at 10:00 am Sabbath and 7:30 
Wednesday evening. 
• AFRICA VISIT: Executive Vice­
President Leon R. Lawton is plan­
ning to visit the SOB work and' new 
cOntacts in Kenya, Malawi, Cameroon, 

. Nigeria and Ghana from mid-No­
vember to mid-December, Lord 
willing. This will be a first visit to 
the countries in West Africa where 

. correspondence with church leaders 
has continued for many years. It 
is hoped that the organization of 
the churches in Cameroon can become 
a reality yet this year. 
• FAIR BOOTH-MEMPHIS: At 
the Mid~America Fair over 600 indi­
viduals requested the Guide to Bible 
Understanding correspOndence course 
at the bopth sponsored again this 
year by the SDB church. A tract 
packet· was shared with many ,and 
conversation enabled a better under­
standing "of who Seventh Day Bap­
tists are and what they .stand for. 
New church members came from 
last year's witness and it is hoped 
that additional members will result 
again this year. . 
.JAMAICA, W I: The social and 
political situation is hindering the 
~ and work of our sister churches 
here. Pray that their elections. may 
be without undue violence and that 
the economic situation will improve 
dramatically in coming months. Rev. 
Nathan B. Thompson is the newly 
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elected Corresponding Secretary' and' 
Rev. Joe A. Samuels is the President 
of the Jamaica SOB Conference. 
• SPECIAL MEETINGS: Director 
of Evangelism and Church Extension 
Mynor G. Soper is serving in Memphis, 
TN; Middletown; CT and Upper 
Marlboro, MD in the last quarter 
of this year. He also spent a week 
in New York City sharing insights 
and seeking to help the brethren 
there in their outreach in the large 
metro area. The new LIGHT 
BEARERS FOR CHRIST team assisted 
in the Memphis meetings. 
• BURMA: The district Conference 
was held the end of October at Kanaan 
village and attended by Rev. L.S. 
Thanga, who arrived back home 
from his visit in the USA' and Canada 
the first of September. Because the 
airfield at Kalemyo is under repair 
it will take him about 8 days to reach " 
Tahan (nearly 1,000 miles). In mid­
September he wrote, "Thank you 
again for your grace, hospitality 
and prayers. Give my sincere greetings 
to all." 
• THE CAROLINAS: Field Pastor 
John Camenga reports the back­
yard Bible Clubs held in Asheville, 
NC, reached new people. Regular 
Sabbath services are held and they 
are seeking a meeting site. Plans 
for formal organiZation, perhaps in 
early 1981, await basic growth. The 
Eastern NC field was visited in Oc­
tober and sites for public meetings 
were sought. 
.DIE PIDLIPPINES: Camille Hen­
ry has been under' treatment in re­
cent weeks and is to go to Manila 
for a checkup in "December. Remem­
ber this need in prayer! 
• RARITAN VALLEY SDB, Bridge"­
water, 'N J: '. Missionary Pastor Ken 
Burdick has moved into the new 
parsonage·and regular Sabbath ser­
vices began in their new building in 
mid-October. Praise the Lord for 
this new facility on busy US 202. 
Because of the move they changed 
their name from "North Jersey SDB." 

PRAYER 113 
, 

A Prayer Reminder 
for Each Day!! 

DECEMBER 1980 

PRAYFOR: 
I-Missionaries Rod and Camille Henry, 

Cebu City, Philippines 
2-Field Pastor John Camenga, the Carolinas 

and E. Tennessee 
3-SDB Leaders in the Cameroon, W. Africa 

and visit of Leon R. Lawton 
4-Missionary Pastor Dale Thorngate, Colum­

bus,OH 
5-A,person for the empty seat in my church 

-someone I can "love to Jesus" 
6- The Missionary Keyworker in my church. 

How have I helped him/her? 

7-Committee on Support and Retirement 
meeting at Plainfield, NJ 

8-My pastor: what can I do to make his load 
a bit lighter? 

9-Missionaries David and Bettie Pearson, 
Malawi, Africa 

lO-Missionary Pastor Leland E. Davis, Wash­
ington, DC 

ll-A renewal of SOB meetings in New Offmso, 
. Ghana, West Africa 

I2-Leon Lawton's visit with SOB leaders in 
Nigeria, West Africa 

13-Decision to Discipleship groups in our 
churches. 

I4-People in hospitals and nursing homes­
why not visit them too? 

I5-Missionary Pastor Kenneth Burdick and 
Raritan VaHey, NJ, SOB Church 

I6-Pastor Jose Alegre and the witness in 
Melbourne, Australia 

17 -Missionary Pastor Gabriel Bejjani and the 
Stanton, CA, SOB Church 

IS-The new editor of the Helping Hand­
David S. Clarke 

I9-Pastor Sam Peters and his ministry in 
Guyana, S. America 

20-Spiritual Gifts to be recognized and used 
more in my church 

2I-The continued evangelistic outreach by our 
brethren in Brazil 

22-Missionary Pastor Robert Babcock and the 
Houston, TX, SOB Church 

23-Those alone in His holiday season-those 
who don't know Jesus' love 

24-0ur youth and the many challenges they 
meet each day 

25-PRAISE GOD as 'We celebrate the. birth 
of Love! 

26-Seminary Student weekend with Dean 
Saunders, Denver, CO 

27-Conference President Charles H. Graffius 
. and his wife, Anne 

28-0ur tract ministry 
29-Those God would lead into the Gospel 

Ministry during 1981 
30-The Council on Ministry as it meets, 

December 30-January 1 
3I-Thank God for His rich blessings to you 

in 1980 and ask that 1981 will be a time 
for real spiritual growth! 
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T, M. Chang 

sent by James Chang 

July is drawing near. To the 
tillers of the soil, summer is the 
season of labour and increase with 
the scene of harvest in sight. We 
take this opportunity to send you 
our greetings upon the opening of the 
Annual Meeting in August. We pray 
that God will bless the meeting, grant 
success and greatly use you. Since my 
father cannot come and meet all the 
old friends, he has asked me to 
write this letter to give his best wishes 
and greetings. We pray that God will 
bless and prosper His work all over 
the world. 

Recently we have been thinking of 
the work and history of the Mission 
in China. Father told us about its 
history, that the work was begun 
by Solomon Carpenter and Nathan 
Wardner who sailed across the seas 
and landed in China in 1847. Since 
then, with God's help the work 
has never terminated but gone on, 
even during the bitter cold wintry 
days and His love ever warms our 
hearts. We think often 'of those 
brothers and sisters who for His 
sake left their homes to come to 
China. They have sown much pre­
cious seed here and the brethren 
here will never forget them. In ap­
preciation and remembrance of them 
we have set three marble plaques 
on a wall in our church, one in 
memory of Rev. David H. Davis, 
one for Miss Susan Burdick (We 
used to call her Bur Nai-nai, i.e. 
Grandma Bur) and one for Miss 
Anna West. 

Grandma Bur was the most familiar 
with our family. Mother kept telling 
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FROM CHINA 
A LETTER TO 

GENERAL 
CONFERENCE 

1980 

us that it was Grandma Bur who went 
personally to the countryside to 
lead her, a country woman to come 
to Shanghai to get an education at 
Grace Girls' School while father was 
then studying at Milton College. 
Thank you, Grandma Bur! The 
beauty of your godly life, your 
thoughtfulness and graciousness 
have given us to see Christ and will 
never be forgotten by all those who 
knew and loved you. How much 
you have done for us all. A picture 
of Grandma Bur hung on our wall 
in fond remembrance of her, right 
until the Cultural Revolution. During 

. those ten troublous years we lost 
almost everything. We lost our dear 
Mother. However, our .Lord has not 
forgotten us, His Rod and Staff 
have comforted us. As Paul said, 
"Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
As it is written, For thy sake we 
are being killed all the day long; 
we are regarded as sheep to be 
slaughtered. No, in all these things 
we are more than conquerors through 
Him who loved us." Praise the Lord " 
it is He, Himself, who keeps and 
preserves us and gives us nope. 

Since Sept. 2 oflast year, only 
three churches have been opened 
for worship. OUf own, the Grace 
Church, is still closed. However 
the general religious atmosphere has 
cleared, and improved somewhat. 
Two more churches may open up 
later this year for worship. We 
received a New Testament at Easter 

from a sister in the Lord in Hong 
Kong. We are glad to have God's 
Word again. Now we can read the 
Scriptures each day and b~ guided 
and strengthened by His teachings. 

A great many old friends, for­
merly teachers and students of the 
school, come to visit us. They all 
speak highly of father's character 
as well as his work when he was in 
the school. They say with some pride 
that trust, faithfulness and loyal work 
have been the guiding principles of 
their old Principal! They' all respect 
him for his faithfulness and honour 
him for his loyalty, and their kind 
thoughts and words have greatly 
comforted his poor, old heart. 

In closing, I wish again to greet 
you in Christ's Name through you 
all the friends. I hope and pray 
that through Him you Meeting 
and your work will be attended with 
great success and fruitfulness. 0 

In a letter dated August 30, 1980 
James Chang wrote further: 

"The place of worship is, generally 
speaking, in church but fellowship 
and communion among our brethren 
and sisters here, now take various 
forms. Occasionally I would meet 
an old lady who I had met in church 
before. Seeing me one day she came 
up and asked, 'Brother, are you 
standing fast and do you still be­
lieve in Jesus Christ?' 'Why not?' 
I answered, 'The Lord has taught 
that he who is saved is saved for­
ever!' 'Praise the Lord! Keep close 
to Him,' she replied and went on 
her way. 

" Another time I met a brother in 
the Lord who is ,the husband of 
a friend of my wife's. He handed 
me an envelope and said quietly, 
'Open it when you get home. ' 
When I opened it at home, a lovely 
little cross made of red plastic ap­
peared before my eyes. 

. "Love and comfort for each other 
is shown in many various ways. 
It may be a word, a hymn; even 
a smile or a glance may express 
this understanding. As Paul said, 
we may suffer and wear fetters for 
the gospel's sake but the word of 
God cannot be fettered." 

HE CLOSED HIS LETTER, 
"Please pray for us that we may 
live for His honor and glory. " 0 
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Government 
Sponsored 

Prayer 
by James E. Wood, Jr. 

On July 23, 1980, Congressman 
Philip M. Crane (R-Ill.) and 

Setlator lesseHelms (R-N.C.) for­
merly announced their renewed and 
vigorous support to a drive in Con­
gress to rem<;>ve all restrictions and 
rulings by the U.S.· Supreme Court 
and all Federal District Courts with 
respect to, prayer· in the ,public 
schools and public buildings. Aimed 
specifically at circumventing and cir-' 
cumscribing the U.S. Supreme Court 
decisions of 1962 and 1963 (Engel v. 
Vitale and Schempp - Murray), 
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the proposed legislation in the form 
of an amendment to S.450 would 
permit state sponsored and state 
written prayers to become a part of 
the pro~am of the public schools and 
public education,throughout the na­
tion. By removing government spon­
sored prayers ·and religious exercises 
from the jurisdiction of all federal 
courts, the place of prayer in the 
public schools would be determined 
by the states and local communities. 

To accomplish this political rever­
sal of the landmark decisions of the 
U.S. Supreme Court, a national 
prayer committee has been officially 
announced and endorsed by Con­
gressman Crane, comprised of James 
Robison, president; Bill Bright, Pat 
'Robertson, Jim Bakker, Paige Patter­
son, E.E. McAteer, Jerry Falwell, 
and Adrian Rogers, among others. 
Interestingly enough, none of the per­
sons named on the committee of­
ficially represents any religious de­
nomination. By contrast, the strongest 
support for the Supreme Court de­
cisions outlawing government spon­
son~d prayers in the public schools 
and the most vigorous opponents 
of congressional efforts on behalf 
of constitutional amendments or 

. legislation to' overturn these court 
decisions have come from the major 
religious denominations of America, 
both Christian and Jewish: No de­
nominations have been more in the 
forefront of support for the U.S. 
Supreme Court decisions and in op­
position to government sponsored 
prayers in the public schools than 
have the various national Baptist 
bodies. 

Almost two decades ago, in a re­
solution supportive of the Supreme 
Court decisions, the Southern Bap­
tist Convention in annual session 
declared "our support for the con­
cepts and the vocabulary of the First 
Amendment, including both its pro­
hipition upon government roles in 
religious programs and its protection 
of free exercise of religion and the 
people." In reaffirming its .commit­
ment to religious liberty, the reso­
lution declared that "this freedom 
does not entitle them ['public officials 

. and public servants'] to use public 
or official powers for the advance­
ment of religious. commitments or 
ideas." Their position was reaffirmed 
~nd enlarged in 1971 and again in 
1975. 

The American Baptist Churches 
in the U.S.A. have similarly declared, 
"In the light of ... Supreme Court 
decisions, we affirm our historic 
Baptist belief that religion should not 
be a matter of compulsion and that 
prayers and religious practices should 
not be prescribed by law or by a 
teacher or public school official." 
More recently, in its 1977. Biennial 
Meeting, American Baptist Churches 
in the U.S.A. forthrightly declared 
by ballot vote (with only 51 "no" 
votes out of 1200 cast), "We affirm' 
the United States Supreme Court 
stand that prayer and Bible reading 
as prescribed acts have no place in 
a secular, pluralistic public schooL" 
Opposition to efforts to overturn the 
Supreme Court decisions have been 
strongly voiced by leaders of American 
Baptjsts, Baptist General Conference, 
North American Baptist Conference, 
Progressive National Baptist Conven­
tion, and the Southern Baptist Con­
vention, in addition to the repeated 
declar"tions of the Baptist Joint 
Commfttee on Public Affairs. Many 
state Baptist conventions have voiced 
the same position. 

Baptists Joined by Many Others 

In this area, however, Baptists by 
no means stand alone but are joined 
by a wide range of religious de­
nominations throughout America, 

, including the Lutheran Council of 
America, Church of the Brethren, 
the United Methodist Church, United 
Presbyterian Church, USA, American 
Jewish Congress, and the National 
Council of Churches. In a letter 
written to' all members of the Senate 
during the past year, the Washington 
office of the National Council of 
Churches declared, "The National 
Council of Churches, representing 
32 major Protestant and Orthodox 
communions in this country, believes 
that religious experience of children 
is not the business of either the 
government or the public schools ... 
rather, a responsibility and a sacred 
trust of the family and the church." 
Again, it is highly significant today, 
as during the past two decades, that 
the strongest support for state spon­
sored prayers in the public schools 
comes from individuals (within and 
without the· religious community), 
public officials, professional evan­
~e~ists, and ~o~deno~ational re­
hglOus aSSOCIatIons and not from 
mainline churches or religious de-
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nominations as such. 

The call for government sponsor­
ship of religion has a long history in 
this nation. Nine of the thirteen 
colonies had established churches. 
Out of a European experience, the 
theocratic notion of a Christian 
state gave rise to the "Bible Common­
wealth" of colonial New England 
in which religious liberty was ex­
pr~ssly denied and rt!iigious matters 

. Were vested in the hands of civil 
magistrates who served the cause of 
the' 'Christian" state. 

It was against the theocratic notion 
of a "Christian" state that Baptist 
leaders such as Roger Williams, Isaac 
Backus, and John Leland vigorously 
contended in order to advance the 
concepts of a free church and a free 
state in which religion, without govern­
ment sanction or support, would 
wait upon the voluntary responses 
of the citizens. Without secular means 
of coercion or support, religion 
would be required, they reasoned, 
to depend upon religious means for 
accomplishing its mission. 

The acknowledged architect of the 
American tradition of church and 
state, Roger Williams, spoke percep­
tively for Baptists when he declared 

<, that the authority of the state is 
"not religious, Christian, etc. but 
natural, human, [and] civil," and 
therefore it is "improper" for the 
state to abridge the rights of con­
science and the free exercise of 
religion. Isaac Backus, one of Amer­
ica's greatest Baptist leaders in the 
eighteenth century, contended before 
the Constitutional Congress for the 
separation of church and state, and 
he did so for theological reasons. 
"Now who can hear Christ declare 
that His kingdom is not of this world, 
and yet believe that this blending of 
the church and state together can 
be pleasing to Him?" 

Church Separate from State 

For Baptists historically, the separ­
ation of church and state has meant 
a free church and a free or secular 
state, in which not only is the church 
independent of state or political 
control, but also the state is limited 
to this age or secu/um, where, as 
Backus wrote, "The free exercise of 
privat.e judgment, and the inalienable 
rights of conscience are of too high 
a rank and dignity to be submitted 
to the decrees of council, or the 
imperfect laws of fallible legislators." 
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Whereas generally most of America's 
theocrats have accepted the wisdom 
of the separation of any particular 
church from the state, they have 
persisted in holding the view of 
America as a Christian state, the 
"American Israel." 

Repeatedly, throughout this 
nations's history, Arnerica's theo­
crats have contended against the 
separation of church and state, i.e., 
the secular state. Not content with 
religious means for winning persons 
to the Christian faith, theocrats 
have sought by whatever political 
means available nothing less than 
the Christianization of the state. 
Government sanction and support of 
religion has been a persistent goal. 
Well over a century ago, John 
Leland warned that America's theo­
crats of whatever religious persuasion 
always seek to violate the principle 
of the separation of church and state. 
He wrote, "The' honor of religion, 
the spread of the gospel. .. the good 
of society, the safety of the state, 
and the salvation of souls, form the 
syrup in which the poisonous pill 
is hidden. " 

Ironically, it is with the phenomenal 
and unparalleled growth of organized 
religion that increasing pressure is 
most likely to come for religion to 
receive both the sanction and support 
of the state and, at which times, 
the guarantees of the First Amend­
ment with regard to the secular state 
are in greatest danger of being eroded. 
Meanwhile, history warns that of the 
concept of the Christian state is as 
dangerous for true religion as for 
civil liberty and the very fundamen­
tals of human rights. 

Admittedly, many persons still do 
not know what the United States 
Supreme Court has said and has 
not· said with respect to prayer and 
Bible reading in the public schools. 
In Engel, the Court rightly declared 
th~t government, which in this case' 
was a state government, may not 
require prayer in the public schools, 
even when it is conditioned on a 
"voluntary" basis for school pupils. 
The following year, 1964, the Court 
in Abington ruled that prayer and 
devotional Bible reading may not be 
a part of the public school curricular 
activities. In no way did these deci­
sions deny or prohibit the right of 
teachers and pupils to pray in public 
schools on an individual or volun­
tary basis, but such prayers were not 
to be a part of the public school 
program as such. 

Most important to remember is 
that the U.S. Supreme Court has ex­
plicitly disclaimed that it has ruled 
out the study of religion from the 
curriculum of the public schools, 
so long as religion is made the ob­
ject'" of academic inquiry and not 
the object of religious worship 'or 
fahh under the auspices of govern­
merit or the public school structure. 
Rather, for more than thirty years, 
the Court has acknowledged the 
high value of religion in civilization 
and in the learning experience of 
public school children. Speaking for 
the Court, Justice Tom Clark per­
ceptively observed almost twenty 
years ago that "It might well be 
said that one's education is not com­
plete without a study of ... religion." 

President Carter spoke for the ¥ast 
majority of America's religious de­
nominations when he declared, in 
response to the Helms Amendment, . 
government "ought to stay out of the I 

prayer business." "I don't think that 
the Congress ought to pass any 
legislation requiring or permitting 
. prayer being required or encouraged 
in [the public] school." Hopefully, 
Congress will recognize this and not 
be intimidated for fear of political 
consequences of a vote which some 
of their constituents might interpret 
as a vote against God, against re­
ligion, and against morality. That 
is simply not the issue in the case 
of the Helms Amendment. Rather, 
it is that such legislation is unnecessary 
and does not serve the legitimate 
interest of the state or true religion. 

Finally, it is bad legislation that 
would seriously jeopardize not only 
the First Amendment guarantees with 
respect to an establishment of religion 
and the free exercise of religion, 
but also the principle of Supreme 
Court review of all constitutional' 
issues. 0 

ANSW~RS for Children's Page 

1. Nights 
2. Opened 
3. Animal 
4. Heaven 
5. Sevens 
6. Abated 
7. Rained 
8. Keeper 

THEME - Noah's Ark 
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HEach one must be careful how 
he builds. . .. For God has already 
placed Jesus Christ as the one and 
only foundation, and no other foun­
dation can be laid. " (GNB) 

1 Cor. 3:10-11 

In '75 (that was the year 1675), 
a group of people met in England 
to organize what we now usually call 
the Pinner's Hall Seventh Day Bap­
tistChurch. 

According to the history books 
(Shem Acher: A Name ... by Francis 
Bampfleld. London, 1681), the founders 

Hagreed ... to own the Lord Jesus 
Christ to be the one and only 
Lord and Lawgiver to their Souls 
and Consciences, and the Holy 
Scriptures of Truth as the one and 
only Rule of Faith, Worship and 
Life. . .. They did firmly lay all 

, their, Church-bottoming and 
building upon the Rock and Foun­
dation, even upon Christ and upon 
His Word." 

In '79 (that is 1979), American 
. Seventh Day Baptists voted in General 
Conference to establish a Decade of 
Discipleship (1980-1990), and there 
declared the purpose was-and is­
to at least double all facets of denomi­
national life and activities during the 
10 year period-to the glory of Christ 
and His Cause! 

A good start has been made. The 
year 1980 is being dedicated to a 
decision to di~ciple, with individuals 
in our churches challenged to join 
small "cell" groups for study of 
different phases of discipleship: 
basic Christian disciplines, life pri­
orities, stewanIship of God's resources, 
personal relationships in family and 
church, sharing one's faith, Sabbath 
convictions, and disciplining others. 

Personal Blessings 

,Those who have already partici-
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pated in these studies report great 
personal blessings. They are encouraged 
to continue their participation and to 
recruit others throughout the Decade 
of Discipleship in order' 'to train an 
army of Christians committed to a 
life-style of discipleship. " 

This procedure will assure success 
in the progressive years of emphasis 
on nurture (1981), extension (1982), 
and ministry (1983). Appropriate 
resource materials will be suggested ' 
and supplied by denominational 
boards and agencies for use in the 
churches through three reoccurring 
cycles of the stated emphases building 
up to 1990, the year for celebrating 
the achievements in outreach and 
growth. 

Progressive Developments 

General Conference, meeting in 
Denver last August, "set the stage" 
for progressive developments in the 
years immediately ahead. It was a 
"healthy" Conference, spiritually 
oriented around the theme "Pleasing 
God in Every Way" (Col. 1 :10b-NIV). 
At every worship service there were 
commitments and recommitments to 
Christ. Busin'ess was carried on in 
a dedicated, conscientious way. 
Delegates from the churches carried 
on frank, open discussions regarding 
such potentially controversial issues 
as ,abortion and the inerrancy of 
Scriptures; and in the Baptist tradi­
tion of freedom of individual thought 
and, conscience, maintained a basic 
unity of spirit. Several matters needing 

. further clarification were referred 
(for study and recommendations 
back to Conference) to the churches 
and to established committees in-
, cluding the General Council and the 
Coordinating Leadership Team (CL 1). 

The CL T met in Plainfield Sep­
tember 29-30, with nearly 20 items 
on the agenda, .including planning 
for a Springtime every church visita-

tion by teams of denominational 
representatives regarding the Decade 
of Discipleship (if designated giving 
to OWM makes the project financially 
feasible); starting a "needs and im­
p~ct" study regarding possible re­
location of denominational head­
quarters by 1985, with all executive 
offices there; and developing a strategy 
for minority ministries. 

Goal Setting 

Given priority attention by the CL T 
was the importance of goal setting­
by individuals, by Conference related 
boards and agencies, and by churches. 
The boards and agencies have agreed 
to publish their goals in the Sabbath 
Recorder. Churches have been sent 
questionnaires, which suggest specific 
target areas for official church action. 
It is recommended that the churches 
voluntarily send copies of the ques­
tionnaires to the, General Conference 
offiCe·, where a 'procedure will be 
established for monitoring growth 
progress year by year. All of this is 
a part of a vital accountability process. 

It is felt that decisions made now, 
, courses of action established now, 

will determine the ultimate outcome 
of the Decade of Discipleship. Vic­
tory in 1990 will really be pre-decided 
in 1980. Realistic goal setting with 
determined follow through is an im­
perative prerequisite to decisive 
achievement-in Christ's name. 

The foundation for our "building" 
in the 20th century is the same as it 
was for our forefathers in the 17th 
century. A familiar old hymn ex­
presses our collective as well as 
individual assurance: 

My hope is built on, nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteoumess; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus' name. 

On Christ the solid Rock I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. D 

The Sabbath Recorder 
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"We love because 
God firs/loved us. tJ 

I John 4: 19 

Jane Mackintosh 

The Women's Board has found a 
new home. After residing joyously 

in the Denver IBoulder areas of 
Colorado for the decade of the '70's, 
the time came with the onset of the 
80's to spread the joy on west. There 
was a somewhat frantic search for 
this new home, but as usual, God 
was preparing hearts and at just the 
right time, He seemingly tapped 
shoulders and commissioned a new 
Board. The women of the Los 
Angeles, CA, church, when approached 
by Ada Davis, president of the Board, 
took a leap of faith, accepting respon­
sibilities for the Board, trusting that 
other women of the Pacific Coast 
Assoc. churches were also being 
"tapped on the shoulder." God has 
been ~nd is preparing hearts and the 
women of the association are re­
sponding with an attitude 0 f, "J ust 
tell us what we can do." 

I would like to introduce you to the 
Board that was officially appointed 
by Conference. The president, Floy 
Owen, is a rather remarkable lady. 
She's the wife of Paul Sr., a'roofing 
contractor, and the mother of Paul 
Jr. and wife Jan, Viva, Paula, Elva, 
and Brian. The youngest, Brian, just 
graduated from high school so her 
role as mother has taken on somewhat 
of a new dimension just in time for 
her and Paul Sr. to take on a new 
role. Paul Jr. and Jan expect to 
make them grandparents any day as 
of this writing. Floy has "retired" from 
helping Paul Sr. run the family roofing 
business, but she keeps busy in an 
active life. The family shares an ac­
tive prayer life and they have watched 
God "move mountains" among them. 
In 1969, after years of trouble with 
her spine,Floy and Paul found them-
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selves at the famous Mayo Clinic, 
believing Floy to be near death. 
Before the doctors took her in, Paul 
wheeled her into the chapel where 
they thanked God for their life to­
gether and completely laid her illness 
in His hands, trusting Him for the 
future whether or not it meant death 
or a wheel chair. Afterwards the doc­
tors diagnosed her illness as Multiple. 
Sclerosis, a degenerative disease that 
is progressive. Though her left side 
had been paralyzed, she was learning 
to walk again three months later. 
The Owens know that she is a miracle 
of God. Her disease seems now to be 
in remission. Each morning at 4 a.m. 
she and Paul are up praying together 
that God will give her strength for 
the tasks she has to do that day. 
This day by day faith has built a 
growing relationship with their Lord. 

Beth Burdick, the vice-president, 
is one of the members of that adven­
turesome team of Beth and Joan, 
the two young unmarried nurses who 
together went to Malawi, Africa, to 
serve as missionaries in the early 
fifties. Four years later, they were 
joined by a young doctor, Victor 
Burdick, who apparently the Lord 
had picked as ~ husband for Beth. 
Beth and Victor stayed in Malawi for 
thirteen more years during which time 
they courted, married, and became 
the parents of Victor Jr., Joanie 
and Mark. They returned in 19?0 
to Los Angeles, where Victor Sr. 
continued his medical practice. Beth 
is a quiet, somewhat reserved person 
yet when there's work to be done, 
she can be depended upon to be there. 
After talking with her and listening 
to what she says, it is not difficult 
to see that same faith and trust in 
God that "moves mountains" and one 
senses there have been many moved 
in her lifetime. 

Louise Crump, the recording sec­
retary, is the wife of John and the 

-- ~ .---------~ 

mother of Cynthia, Lisa and Matthew, 
who are active in grade school. 
Louise teaches in a Christian school 
and is actively involved in her own 
children's education. The Crump 
children can always be depended on 
in closing exercises of Sabbath School, 
to stand and recite seemingly scores 
of Scripture verses with Mom right 
there as coach. 

Estelle Abbebe, the corresponding 
secretary, is the daughter of Mrs. 
Esther and the late Pastor Lewis of 
the former 42ntl Street snB church 
in Los Angeles. Estelle, her mother 
and Estelle's sister are always present 
together in the Los Angeles church 
where they share a special ministry 
radiating from the joy of Christ through 
their smiles and their softly spoken 
words of encouragement to individuals 

. in the congregation. 

Pat Ashcraft, treasurer, is the wife 
of Dick and mother of Lynn and 
husband Victor, Mark and wife Lynn, 
Bill and Teri. She and Dick are also 

. the proud grandparents of a new 
grandson. Pat is one who believes 
wholeheartedly in sharing her Lord 
with whomever she meets, and she 
meets many people, being actively 
involved in the accounting part 
of her husband's air-conditioning 
business as well as running her own 
retail store of colll!ctibies (plates, 
Hummels, ornaments, etc.). One man 
will probably never forget their phone 
conversation on the day she called 
to inquire about why he hadn't paid 
his bill. After his explanation about 
how jumbled his financial affairs' were 
Pat simply asked him who was running . 
his business. When he replied that 
he was handling it all by himself, 
she said that was his problem and if 
he wanted to get his troubles straight-

. ened out, he should turn them over 
to the Lord and let Him take care 
of them! 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Thy Word IS a light ... Mrs. Mary Clare , 

CHRISTMAS FAITH PRACTICED 
Perhaps the most severe credibility 

gap for Christians is the vast 
difference between our faith and our ! 

practice concerning Christmas. What 
we believe about Christmas is scarcely 
visible in most of what we do during 
this sacred ;eason. 

For the 'past several years Christians 
have objected to the "commercialism" 
of Christmas; few have done anything 
to curb the growth of the malady. 
Families continue to purchase gifts 
they cannot afford, take children to 
see and have pictures taken with 
Santa and otherwise allow themselves 
to be exploited by merchants. 

For several months evergreen tree 
plantations have been harvested and 
trees sent to market to be "enhanced" 
with man-made decorations, later to 
be discarded on trash heaps. The 
stores have been decorated with 
ChriStmas trappings, the faces of 
Santa Claus appear on advertisements 
and people are urged to "shop early" 
for Christmas gifts their friends 
cannot use and do not want. 

As Christians focus on some of 
their beliefs-to be good stewards 
of their bodies, to be co-creators 
with God, to share and to care, 
they find this a strange way to "pre­
pare" for the celebration of the birth 
of the Christ Child. There are al­
ternatives. It takes courage to be 
different, but it helps if we realize 
we are' striving to participate in this 
celebration as Christians who put 
their own stamp on everything they 
do and wish to bring. especially 
formed values and beliefs to each 
event. This is a marvelous time 

. for individuals to express their cre­
ativity. Handma~e gifts made with 
thought of the interests of the 
person to receive the gift are always' 
appreciated. . . 

i8 

The Advent Season should be a 
time to prepare our hearts and minds 
for the day of remembering the 
time God gave the world a gift of 
unparalleled importance. It could be 
a time for adventure into the field 
of fine art; sharing the inspiration 
which is expressed in pictures, music 
and books· helps bring the reality 
of the occasion to mind. It should 
be a time of family togetherness 
through special worship and Bible 
study. This is the season to have 
a special awareness of love, joy and 
blessings received through the gift. 
of God's Son and sharing those 
gifts with others. . 

This is the year to examine your 
Christian life-style, in particular, how 
do you celebrate Chrisfs birth? Could 

. your fellowship gatherings be more 
simple; could you eliminate "duty" 
gifts and invitations and give the 
amount saved to someone who will 
have no Christmas? Could your 
child, who has many toys, be made 
to understand that part of this year's 
gift will be shared with another? 
Could you do without that special 
dress, suit or piece of furniture 
planned for this season? 

This year, if each of us spent 25 
percent more time in worship, study 
and prayer and spent 25 percent 
less money on ourselves, giving it 
to OWM or other favorite charity, 
a start would be . made toward 
bringing our' faith and practice more 
nearly into alignment. 

Books which could enrich your 
Advent season: '<0 

BISHOP, Ji~,The Day Christ Was 
. Born, Harper and Brothers, New 

York, 1959, 107 pages, illustrated. 
The reconstruction of the scene is 
excellent, the description of reli-

gious customs connected with 
marriage and birth most interesting. 
The old familiar stories of the 
birth of Christ are told with imagi­
nation and dramatic power. 

MAIER, Paul, First Christmas, The 
True and Unfamiliar Story, Harper 
and Row, New York; 1971, 125 
pages; 4 full color and 29 black 
and white pictures. 
Because the record is sparse as 
told in Matthew and Luke many 
legends, myths and customs have 
grown up about the birth of Christ. 
Now Mr. Maier has reconstructed 
the story through various aspects 
of: the time and place; the politics; 
Herod, the King; Mary, the Mother; 
Joseph, the foster-father and 
finally, the Christ Child. 

SAFFEN, Wayne, The First Season 
. , 

Fortress Press, Philadelphia, 1975. 
This is a collection of "prose, 
poetry and pensees" for Advent 
through Epiphany. The issues are 
deep and abiding. Saffen's style 
is rhythmic in open-ended verse 
style-balancing between rhythmic 
prose and cadenced poetry. This 
material is particularly suitable for 
personal or group worship. 85 
half pages, $2.75.0 

The Sabbath Recorder 

SABBATH SCHOOL TEACHERS' 
MINI-LAB 

TliEARTOF 
LESSON PLANNING 

Early in the quarter the teacher 
should look over the entire quarter, 

noting the basic aims and materials 
needed for the lessons. If the whole 
school is using the material from 
the same publisher, all teachers should 
get· together and discuss the work 
and find out how they can work 
together. 

AS THE TEACHER PREPARES 
FOR THE WEEKLY LESSON: 
she should 

1. PRAY. Pray for each of the stu­
dents by name. Pray for each teacher 
and officer in the school. Pray for 
oneself-ask for forgiveness for 
specific sins, ask for proper attitudes 
toward teaching, ask that through 
study you may do His will, ask that 
you may reach the needs of each 
student. . 

2. EVALUATE. Each lesson after 
it is taught. Ask yourself if the aims 
were accomplished. Were the visuals 

. effective? What were the strengths, 
weaknesses and changes that should 
be made for another lesson? What 
should be carried over to another 
session? 

3. STUDY. Read not only the 
Scripture listed but enough so the .. 
background of the lesson is fully 
understood. Study all the material 
given in the teacher's manual. If 
other resource books are available, 
refer to them. . 

4. WRITE DOWN LESSON PLANS. 
List what the students should know 
at the end of the hour. Write out 
methods to be used. Write out the 
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• I YOUTH 
II 

CONCERNS II 

The aim of the YOUTH CON­
CERNS column in this magazine was 
to provide suggested material for 
Youth Fellowships to use as basis 
for weekly or monthly Bible study. 

The BEACON NEWSLETTER 
is currently carrying a Bible study 
which serves the purpose of this 
column. Therefore, we plan to dis­
continue YOUTH CONCERNS. 
Please let us know if you disagree 
with this plan-SILENCE GIVES 
CONSENT. 

Write: 
The SPB Board of Christian Ed., Inc. 
15 South Main Street . 
Alfred, NY 148020 

memory verse and list other Scripture 
to be used. Write down questions 
to be asked and responses expected. 
List materials needed and have them 
on hand. 

5. Start early in the week to plan­
You are teaching students, not ma­
terial-strive to meet their needs. 0 

-- .. ----------

The Women's Board Page 
(Continued from page 17) 

I am a somewhat distant member 
of the Board since I reside 400 miles 
away from the rest of them. I'm 
Jane Mackintosh, the wife of Douglas 
and mother of three preschoolers, 
Adam, Eric, and Alicia. I've been 
asked to edit this Women's Board 
page for awhile. My husband and 
my brother, as partners,' recently 
bought an electronics retail store 
which is a Radio Shack dealership, 
so we're a.etively building a business. 
It's a real family affair when cus­
tomers are greeted at the door by 
two little boys who are our official 
"Christmas toy testers" and one little 
baby girl in a walker who is busily 
rearranging all the. Duracell batteries, 
packaged phone cords and any other 
product that is low enough for her 
to reach. Doug and I served for four 
years at Crandall High School in 
Kingston, Jamaica, where our two sons 
were born. We're now active in the 
San Francisco, CA, Bay Area church. 

The remainder of the Board mem­
bers are all active in the Los Angeles 
church. Several months ago some of 
the women of the church attended the 
seminar based on the book What 
Happens When Women Pray. As a 
result of that seminar, they invited 

. all the women of the church to meet 
with them on Sabbath afternoons 
to organize a women's group and to 
pray together. It was this group that 
sensed the leading of the Lord when 
contacted about bringing the Women's 
Board to the West Coast. One goal 
they have set for this work is to 
draw the women of the Pacific Coast 
Association together in the projects 
of the Board, spreading the tasks 
among the Washington, Oregon and 
California churches. Another goal 
they have established is to encourage 
all the women of the denomination 
to grow in their relationship with 
the Lord and then follow up with 
a lifestyle evangelism. This "lifestyle 
evangelism' , means each woman's 
becoming aware of how she can share 
her relationship with God within the 
context of her everyday lifestyle. 

We trust that your prayers, en­
couragement and guidance will be 
with us as we learn about these new 
responsibilities and we trust you will 
continue to support the work of the 
Women's Board as you have done in 
the past. God's grace, peace and joy 
be with you all. 0 . 
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Pastor Dale Thorngate Oeft) and driver George 
Chamberlin chat with several church van 
passengers in Columbus, Ohio. The bright 
red van provides transportation to Sabbath 
services and other church activities-and 
doubles as a colorful, moving church sign. 

J 

CHURCH HONORS 
SENIOR MEMBERS 

NORTH LOUP, NE-A birthday 
party was held at our church on 
June 17 for persons 80 years old 
and older of the church and com­
munity. All were seated at tables 
with a special cake for each month. 
The ladies of the United Methodist 
Church assisted with this celebration. 
There were fifty men and women 
who were honored at this occasion. 
Mary Davis, known locally as the 
whistling lady, received the prize for 
being the oldest present; she is 91. 
Nellie Leonard of Lincoln received 
the prize for coming the greatest 
distance, and Mrs. Neel for having 
the most children. She has eleven, 
all of whom are living. Pastor 
Victor Skaggs served as master of 
ceremonies, ending the service ·with 
the .song "Blest Be the Tie That 
Binds. " 

On June 28 a Bible stand was 
placed on the Communion table, a 
gift in memory of Bett Williams. 
The presentation was made by Kevin 
Williams, great-grandson of Mr. 
Williams. 

Junior and Junior High Camp' 
were held at Camp Riverview in 
July. The Rev. Paul Osborn of Nor­
tonville, KS served as director. About 
40 youth attended the camp.· On 
Sabbath day the congregation joined 
the campers for a fellowship dinner 
and afternoon service. The climax 
of the service was a baptism of 

. three young people: Twila, Cargill, 
Shawn Severance and Gary Williams. 

A day camp for primary age was 
also held in July with our assistant 
pastor Tom Schock as director. There 
were 22 enrolled in this camp. 

A community farewell reception 
was held for Pastor Victor and 
Ardale Skaggs the evening of August 
2: The program consisted of a girls' 

ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt 
t .' . . t 
t . MARRIAGES t· 
t , . t 
ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt . 

RICHARDS-WILBER.-Timothy R., son 
of Rev. Donald E. and the late Edna 
Ruth (Randolph) Richards, of Bridgeton, 

,--J N.J., and Tammy Wilber, daughter of 
William J. and Connie (Snyder) Holt, 
of Shiloh, N. J ., were 'united in marriage 
in Bridgeton, N.J., by Judge John Casarow, 
on July 27,1980. 

WENDELL-DICKINSON.-Ralph S. Wen­
. dell, son of Ralph and Edith Wendell 

of Shiloh. N.J., and Carol S. Dickinson, 
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quartet, men's quartet, a chalk pic­
tUf.e with women's duet, and "Ten 
Years, " telling about the Skaggs family 
in our midst. A gi ft of appreciation 
was given them in addition to an 
album of pictures. Refreshments 
were served by the ladies of the church. 

Before Pastor Skaggs left the area 
three children were dedicated: Mi­
chael, Robert and Shawn, the children 
of James and Helen Goodrich; one 
baptism, Helen Goodrich and four 
added to church membership. 

Nina Coon, the mother of Ardale 
Skaggs, was the honoree at a farewell 
party at C. wing of Valley County 
Hospital Nursing Home. A group of 
ladies met for fellowship and refresh­
ments with Mrs)' Don Clement as 
hostess. Mrs. Coon was given several 
gifts. We have learned to love this 
lively lady since she came to live 
with Pastor and Mrs. Skaggs. She 
will be living in their home in 
Plainfield, NJ .. 

We were proud of our church 
softball team as they won the first 
place trophy in the summer church 
league. Pop-Corn Days brought 
visitors to the village and to our 
church. Our church float "Game of 
Life" won first place in the 
church division. The church food 
stand was a. busy place as usuaL 

Among those going and returning 
from Conference. through North 
Loup were our former pastor, Rev. 
and Mrs. Francis Saunders as well 
as !their son, Rev. Herbert Saunders 
and family. The men gave high­
lights of Conference at a Sabbath 
worship service. 

After spending a busy summer with 
us our assistant pastor, Tom Schock, 
has returned to college. We appre-

. ciated having him here. On August 
30 we held Sabbath Promotion Day 
and so ends a busy summer in 
NQrth Loup. D 

l 

. NEW SDB GROUP 
. IN tlREGON . 

ROSEBURG, OR~A new Seventh . 
. Day· Baptist. Church, at Roseb~rg; .'. 
Oregon, . held its first·' Sabbath. ser7 . 
vices on September 13, 1980. '.' 

. Roseburg is a city of 15,OOOJocate,d ..•. 
.in southWestern Oregoh~ .about'.15 ~ 
miles ,from. 'the ,Pacific qceanand '. 
170 miles ~outh·· of .Portland, . OR,' •. ' 
Sabbath services are presently being'.' 
held in the American Legion Building 

'in Roseburg, ,with th~ le~dership 
shared by Pastor Homer Fle~cher 
and Pastor Tracy Smith. Working , 
with,Pastors C, JustinCamengaof'. 

I Portland'" and DuaneL. Davis of • 
. seattle, the new group is rmakingplans 
f()raffilhiti~g as' a branch church : 
of thePottland Area SDB ,Chur<;h, ' 
until fortnal otganizatiori .. It is ,hoped .:: 
that Pastors Fletcher and 8inithwill' " 
be able to attend· the Pacific Coast .•. 
Assodationmeetingsa(Rixerslde~ " 
CA, October 17 .. 19; 0 . . . 

. ·..,DuaneL.Davis 

>,.," 

V AN METER.-A son Harmon Emeniarto, 
to Henry and Era (Enriquez); Van Met~r 
.of Woodside~ N,Y.,. on Sept. 2, 1980. 
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This model of the Albion church was built 
by Carl Smith. It was used to raise funds 
for re-roofing the church and installation of 
storm windows. ' 
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CHURCH ACTIVE­
IMPROVEMENTS MADE 

"~-" 

ALBION, WI-Although we here 
at Albion haven't been heard from 
for some time, we are alive and very 
busy. Our church members and 
friends have been repairing,beauti­
fying and winterizing the church 
building. Our church president, Carl 
Smith, and his wife, Donna, have 
given good leadership as well as 
hundreds of hours of their time. 

The church appreciates Carl's in­
tricate job of painting around our 
motto: "For this is the love of God, 
that we keep his cOl1)mandments: and 
his commandments are not grievous" 
(1 John 5:3). Besides repairing cracked 
plaster wa,lls and painting inside and 
outside, the trim around the windows 
and wainscoting painted, the walls, 
woodwork and floors of the down­
stairs area have been cleaned and 
painted. 

The work also included a clean­
up of grounds and shrubbery. Storm 
'windows were built for the sanctuary, 
foyer ,and fellowship hall using 
simulated stained glass of high impact 
plastic for the upstairs, and plain 
for the downstairs. We were given 
a chance to purchase materials for 
the windows as memorials and all 
were sold in one week, a total of 

$1,300. Memorial plaques will be 
installed at each window. 

, As most of you know, Pastor A.A. 
Appel retired in January, 1980, 
following his heart surgery of August, 
1979. He looks and feels good now 
and we are so happy that he and 
Jeanette are staying in Albion. They 
have moved from the parsonage to 
a private residence. 

Jerry Vaught, our interim pastor, 
with his wife Martha and baby 
Abby now live in Albion. The church 
is furnishing them an apartment. 
He is employed full time by IKI 
in Edgerton so can only give us 
part-time service since Pastor Appel's 
heart attack. Jerry hopes to return 
to seminary a year from now. 

The Jerry Vaught family, Mrs. 
Floy (Adele) Schock, Tom and 
Barbara, Brenda Appel, Barbara and 
Jacqueline Smith, Coral Slagg and 
Evelyn Marsden attended Conference 
in Denver this past August. 

We were glad to have Dean Herb 
Saunders with us on August 29. 
He talked to us about calling a 
minister-that we should decide what 
our needs were and that we should 
be ready to get in there and work 
with whatever pastor we call. Com­
mittees are working on areas that 
will influence our call; salary, living 
quarters etc. We hope to be able 
to send a call soon. 0 

-Evelyn Marsden 

Pastor Dale Thorngate (left) and driver George 
Chamberlin chat with several church van 
passengers in Columbus, Ohio. The bright 
red van provides transportation to Sabbath 
services and other church activities-and 
doubles as a colorful, moving church sign. 
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CHl'RCH H()"()I{~ 
SE'IOR MEMHFI{S 

N () RT H l () UP, 1\ f' --:\ hi rt h U a y 
party wa., held al our l'lllJrl'l1 lHI 
June 17 for per.,on" ~() !l'ar, lliu 
and older of lhe dlLJrdl and l'lllll­

ll1unity. All were "eall'u at lahk" 
with a .,peciallake tor ealh llwnth, 
The ladie., of Ihl' Uniteu \1etlwuiQ 
ChurL'h a,,,.,iqed with thi" cL'lehration. 
Therc werl' fi fl \' IIll'll cillU \\(lllll'll 

who wcn: IWIl orcd at I h 1\ l lcca" Iun , 
Mary Davis, known locally a" the 
whistling lady, received I he pri/c lur 
heing the Dlde'll prc,ell[; .,he i.., l) 1. 
Nellie l.eonard of l.incoln reL'civcd 
the prile for coming the greatc"t 
distance, and Mrs. Nec! for having 
the III 0., t children. She has CIe\CIl, 
all of whom are li\ ing. Pa..,tor 
Victor Skaggs served a.., master of 
ceremonies, ending the service with 
the song "Blest Be the Tic That 
Binds." ' 

On .June 28 a Bible stand was 
placed on the COll1llluf1lon table, a 
gift in memory of Bert Williams, 
The presentation war.; made hy Kevin 
Williams, great -grandson of Mr. 
Williams. 

Junior and Junior High Camp 
were held at Camp Riverview in 
July. The Rev. Paul Osborn of Nor­
tonville, KS served as director. About 
40 youth attended the camp. On 
Sabbath day the congregation joined 
the campers for a fellowship dinner 
and afternoon service. The climax 
of the service was a baptism of 
three young people: Twila Cargill, 
Shawn Severance and Gary Williams. 

A day camp for primary age was 
also held in July with our assistant 
pastor Tom Schock as director. There 
were 22 enrolled in this camp. 

A community farewell reception 
was held for Pastor Victor and 
Ardale Skaggs the evening of August 
2. The program consisted of a girls' 

I ill iiil I I r ii'!rl + i \' 'Ii 'I 'Ii l' I , it T + j i : Ii I j 

MARRIAGES 
i 
I \ 'iiil il'lh i 1'1 i 11 + iili + II il jill ii j I I : i i 

RICHARDS-WILBER.-Timothy R., son 
of Rev. Donald E. and the late Edna 
Ruth (Randolph) Richards, of Bridgeton, 
N.J., and Tammy Wilber, daughter of 
William J. and Connie (Snyder) Holt, 
of Shiloh, N. J., were united in marriage 
in Bridgeton, N.J., by Judge John Casarow, 
on July 27, 1980. 

WENDELL-DICKINSON.-Ralph S. Wen­
dell, son of Ralph and Edith Wendell 
of Shiloh. N.J., and Carol S. Dickinson, 
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4l1art CI, IllCIl \., 411~trll'I, 1I ~:h~t1 ~ ri( 
IlIre v.ilh \\lHl1en\ duct, lind "Ten 
ll';.lf\," Idlillg lItxllll thl' SbK1.!,,\ I~ulll" 

III lllil mid,,!' :\ ~itl l)f JprrC(lJlinn 
\\ ~h ,k! i \ C nth e In III add i t Ion I pall 
alhllm l)f pictlJre". Rctrcshrnellls 
were ..,ervl'd by the ladies of the lhurch, 

Belure Pastor Skagg\ It'll I hc area 
Ihrce ~:hildrell were dedlL'alcd: \li­
chae\, Kubert ~iIld Shawn, Ihc childrell 
llf .lamc.., and Helen (ilHldridl; lllle ' 
hapti\l1l, Hclen (ioodrich alld four 
added 10 d1llrch rncmber"hip, 

Nina Coon, thc mother 01 Ardale i 

Skagg.." was the honoree at a farewell 
party al C wing of Valley County 
Hospital Nursing Home. A group of 
ladies met for fellowship and refresh­
ments with Mrs. Don Clement as 
hostess. Mrs. Coon was given several 
gifts. We have learned to love this 
lively lady since she came to live 
with Pastor and Mrs. Skaggs, She 
will he living in t heir home in 
Plain field, N.J, 

We were proud of our church 
soft ball team as they won the first 
place trophy in the summer church 
league, Pop-Corn Days brought 
vi'iitors to the village and to our 
church. Our church float "Game of 
Life" won first place in the 
church division. The church food 
stand was a busy place as usual. 

Among those going and returning 
from Conference through North 
Loup were our former pastor, Rev. 
and Mrs. Francis Saunders as well 
as their son, Rev. Herbert Saunders 
and family. 1 he men gave high­
lights of Conference at a Sabbath 
worship service. 

After spending a busy summer with 
us our assistant pastor, Tom Schock, 
has returned to college. We appre­
ciated having him here. On August 
30'we held Sabbath Promotion Day 
and so ends a busy summer in 
North Loup. [I 

-Bertha Clement 

daughter of Everett and Wilberta Dickin-

NEW SIlB GROllP 
IN OREGON 

ROSEBURG, OR-A new Seventh 
Day Baptist Church at Roseburg, 
Oregon, held it" first Sabbath ser­
vices on September 13, 1980. 

Roseburg is a city or 15,CXX) located 
in southwestern Oregon, about 75 
miles from the Paci fic Ocean and 
170 miles south of Portland. OR. 
Sabbath services are presently being 
held in the American Legion Building 
in Roseburg, with the leadership 
shared bv Pastor Homer Fletcher 
and Pastor Tracy Smith. Working 
with Pastors C. Justin Camenga of 
Portland and Duane L. Davis of 
Seattle, the new group is making plans 
for affiliating as a branch church 
of the Portland Area SOB Church, 
until formal organization. It is hoped 
that Pastors Fletcher and Smith will 
be able to attend the Pacific Coast 
Association meetings at Riverside, 
CA, October 17-19.l] 

-Duane L . Davis 

CHURCH PLANS TO 
HOST ASSOCIATION 

TEXARKANA, AR-We are looking 
forward to having the Southwestern 
Associational meeting at our church 
in June of 1981. The president of 
the Association this year is Douglas 
Yarberry of Texarkana. The theme 
he has chosen is "Repent for the 
Kingdom of Heaven Is at Hand" 
(Matt. 3:2). 

We in Texarkana have begun a 
series of work days to repaint the 
church and finish the interior of the 
recent addition made to our building. 
This addition contains the kitchen 
with space for dining and meetings. 0 

. -Lura Craw 
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son of Shiloh were united in marriage B I RT H S 
at the home of the bride on August 2, , 
1980 by the Rev. Charles H. Bond and I Ii ii iii iii iii I I ~ i I It \ ! Iii I H I :1 I II Ii. 

assisted by the bride,'s brother, Everett 
Dickinson. 

WRIGHT-RICHARDS.-Verne Martin, son 
of Raymond S. and Evelyn (Bartholo­
mew) Wright, of Clarksville, Indiana, 
and Elizabeth D. (Betsy De) Richards, 
daughter of Rev. Donald E. and the 
late Edna Ruth (Randolph) Richards, 
Bridgeton, N.J., were united in marriage 
at the Marlboro Seventh Day Baptist 
Church, Bridgeton, N.]., by the Rev. 
Donald E. Richards, pastor, on May 
31,1980, 

BARNES.-A daughter, Laura Lee, was born 
, June 27, 1980 to J ames and Vickie 

(Ash) Barnes of Salem, WV. 

HAGLER.-A daughter, Maria ChriStina, 
to Lilia and Jimmy Hagler of Riverdaie, 
GA, on September 12, 1980. , 

V AN METER.-A son Harmon Emeniano, 
to Henry and Era (Enriquez) Van Meter 
of Woodside, N.Y., on Sept. 2, 1')80. 
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DISCIPLESHIP P,ROGRAM­
SIXTEEN BAPTIZED 

VERONA, NY-In March 1980, the 
. Verona. Seventh Day Baptist Church 
entered a program that opened up 
a new dimension and degree of ef­
fectiveness in our evangelism. We 
have expected growth, desired it, 
and c1espaired of it happening for 
us . Yet in a desire to try yet another 
time to become. in facta growing 
church, a program called HWanted: 
Ten Brave Christians" was started 
in p~eparatiol1 for a Discipleship 
Celebration. Fourteen people indicated 
a desire to enter into a one month 
covenant together under the Lord. 

.. The covenant was a five part pledge 
. of discipleship that was to be strictly 
honored before the Lord and with 
each other. 

It seemed that from the moment 
that the commitment was made, and 
as people prayed and studied along 
the same lines that God poured out 

blessing after blessing. Everyplace we 
turned it seemed that people wer~ 
there who were famished to know 
about Christ and ready to make' 
commitments to Him. Much of what 
we were doing and are still doing is 
the same as before, but there are 
results that keep showing up. 

One of the real measures of God's 
work. was seen at Central N. Y. 
Association's Spring meeting when 
we had the joy of seeing 16 from 
the Vero~a area baptized into Christ. 
Eleven were adults, including two 
husband-wife couples, and one 
mother and two adult sons. There 
were eight more who desired baptism 
but were unable to be there that 
weekend. Praise be to God for His 
Word not returning to Him void. 
We eagerly await more of God's 
blessings and it is our prayer as a 
church that we may not hinder this . 
flood of His work through us. D 

Decade of Discipleship 

• 
Decision to Disciple is for youth as well • 

• . as for older adults. The Alfred Cell mem­
bers range in age from high school to • 
mid-twenties. F(()ur of the five attended 

• Conference. They gave their testimony • 
of strengthened faith and the bond of love 

• in Christ on Thursday morning. 

• Whatever your age or experience in • 
leadership, through st1fd'!{ and. prayer, 
you can~elp form a D'Lsc'Lplesh'Lp group 

• and learn to be a witness for Christ. 

SDB UNITED RELIEF OFFERING 

You can have a part, a satisfying 
part, in raising a substantial denomi­
nation-wide fund for meeting world 
and local disaster relief needs in the 
name of Christ. It is the Seventh 
Day Baptist United Relief Fund col­
lected once each year in your church 
on Thanksgiving Sabbath - Novem­
ber 22, 1980. 

It is our opportunity to back up 
our prayers of thanksgiving with a 
sharing of our relative abundance 
with those who may face unforeseen 
and overwhelming physical needs. 
We read that when Jesus saw 5,000 
hungry people He was moved with 
compassion and fed them. One of 
the greatest joys of His disciples 
today is to do likewise. 

If possible make your contribution 
through you local church on Sabbath, 
November 22, designating the gift. 
Checks drawn to SDB United Relief 
Fund may also be sent directly to 
Gordon Sanford, OWM Treasurer, 
R.D. 1, Little Genesee, NY 14754.0 

-Leon R. Maltby 

Needs of Blind 
(Continued from page 25) 

Helen Keller died peacefully in 
her sleep on June 1, 1968. She had 
lived 87.years, almost all of them in 
a physical darkness and silence most 
of us will never know. Yet her courage 
and faith led her to illuminate the 
world. God had greater things in 
mind for the little blind girl from 
Tuscambia, Alabama, than a life 
hidden away from the world. 0 

Political Religion 
(Continued from page27) 

As R.G.Puckett points out "It appears they all are 
committed to America as a theocracy but the question 
is, 'Who will be Theo?' ". 

• Beverly A. Snyder, Richard Osborn, Beth Goodrich • 
and David Snyder. 

As Christians we should be active in the poUtieal 
process, informed on the issues and candidates and then 
exercise our right as Americans to vote in a free and 

. sec~et .election. However, we cannot agree to a moral 
maJonty that would make a test of political office 
their own sectarian doctrine. When any religious group 
attempts through the political process to implement its 
own goals it has thus violated its own principles and 
violated the rights of others as well. 

Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty! 0 
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~ REVIEW 

A new book on the Sabbath en­
titled Divine Rest for Human Rest­
lessness, written by Dr. Samuele 
Bacchiocchi, Associate Professor of 
Religion at Andrews University, rolled 
off the Pontifical Gregorian Univer­
sity Press in Rome recently (June 
1980). The first printing of the book 
was sold out in a few days but a 
reprint is now available both in 
English and Spanish. The title of the 
Spanish edition is Reposo Divino 
para la Inquietud Humana. 

This new book builds upon Dr. 
Bacchiocchi's earlier study (From 
Sabbath to Sunday) and offers an 
insightful and delightful interpretation 
of the significance of the' Sabbath 
for contemporary human needs. The 
simple, non-technical style and the 
numerous illustrations by a gifted 
Italian artist, make the book a 
reading pleasure. 

The Foreword is written by Dr. 
James P. Wesberry, Executive Direc­
tor of the Lord's Day Alliance of 
the USA, who praises the book as 
"an invaluable contribution to the 
strengthening of the Sabbath through­
out the world. No one, no matter 
of what faith or denomination he or 
she may be, can read this book with­
out finding Divine rest for his or 
her restlessness. " 

a t heolo~ical 
study of 
THE GOOD 
NEWS 
ot t he Sabbath 
tor today 

. November 1980 

Over 100 leaders and scholars have 
already reviewed the book expressing 
similar positive appraisals.' C. E. 
Bradford, Vice-President of the North 
American SDA Division, writes: 
"Dr. Bacchiocchi has done the im­
possible! He has produced a work 
of art that is scholarly, 'meaty' 
and at the same time highly readable ... 
Reading it has been sheer gelight. 
I find there is a veritable gold 
mine of devotional and homiletical 
material. This book is bound to be­
come a classic in its field." Dr. 
Joseph G. Smoot, President of An­
drews University, similarly comments: 
"This forceful but graceful monu~ 
ment to Sabbath literature cah make 
a difference in one's life by bringing 
a richer, deeper spiritual relationship 
with the Lord of the Sabbath." 

"My fervent hope," Dr. Bacchiocchi 
says, "is that this book will help 
those persons who seek meaning in 
their existence, who long for rest in 
their restless lives, who live among 
personal and social contradictions 
and tensions, to find through the 
Sabbath Divine Rest for their Human 
Restlessness. 

The book can be purchased at 
the Adventist Book Centers or by 
sending your order ($8.95, postage 

. paid) directly to Dr. Samuele Bac­
chiocchi, 230 Lisa Lane, Berrien 
Springs, Michigan 49103. 0 

~co(de( 'R$actions ... 
I thought that your August 1980 
issue was really special. I enjoyed 
reading every bit of it. Each article 
was inspiring and meaningful. Thanks. 

• 
-Linda Brown 
Baptist W orId Alliance 
Washington, D.C. 

• • 
Please renew our subscription. The 
Recorder gets better all the time! 

-Mrs. John Gavitt 
Westerly, RI 

• • • 
Enclosed is my check for the Sabbath 
Recorder. Enjoy it so much I couldn't 
do without it. It's like an old friend 
when it arrives. 

-Ruth K. Mosena 
Bradford, RI 
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BAPTISTS OPPOSE 
USE OF CLERGY FOR CIA 

by Rev. Leland E. Davis 

Strong support continues to grow 
in the religious community for a 
federal law which would prohibit 
the use' of the clergy in the in­
telligence activities of our country. 

The Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs declared ina March 
4 declaration that "the use of clergy, 

mIssIonaries, and church workers 
for intelligence gathering in behalf 
of the national state immediately 
compromises and renders ineffectual 
the primary role of the religious 
workers to be carers for the human­
itarian and spiritual needs of the 
constituents they serve. " 

In addition, the BJCPA resolution 
stated that Christian workers are 
primarily "agents of Jesus Christ" 
who "must not be treated or cast 
in the appearance of being political 
agents of any government." 

A massive charter bill for the in- ' 
telligence community is now being 
considered by committees in the 
House and Senate. Introduced as 
early as February . in the Senate, 
(S. 2284) is linked to the House 
by H.R. 6588. Th~ ,present wording 
of this bill prohibits the use of a 
relationship with a religious organi­
zation to establish cover for intelligence 
activities. Th~ bill does not speci­
fically prohibit use of clergy as 
informants. 

A more recent bill (H. R. 6820) 
moves closer to satisfying the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs. 
It contains a peacetime prohibition 
of the use of religious, media, 
academic, and other groups as a 
source of cover as well as any "paid 
relationship for the collection of 
information for intelligence." 

In introducing his bill (H.R. 6820), 
Rep. Les Aspin (D., Wis.) said, 
"I do not think Americans should 
have to wonder whether the priests 
they deal with, the professors who 
guide their research, or the newsmen 
who govern so much of our infor­
mation about the world are secretly 
employed by the CIA." 

Neither of the above bills prohibit 
"voluntary contacts" or "voluntary 
exchange of information" between 
individual clergy and the intelligence 
community. 

The Carter Administration, in­
cluding the CIA is against legis­

"lation prohibiting the use of clergy 
or religious institutions by the in-

, Mr/and Mrs. Sheppard celebrated their 58th 
we(1la.ng anniversary on June 27. Through 

. " they have made their home in Stow ' 
Cre·ek,N.J. with their children and grand­
ChUc:lte'n nearby. 

• Sheppard was a poultry farmer for 
,in 1960 he retired from the 
the bookmobile for the Cumber- ' 

l:OllDty Library,' retiring permanently 
prolnme:m' in the civic and 

He was a 
Bapt:ist ,Church in 
modlerllt,or for 20 

!V~ht:~,;;;yr~~1ltlt!s';(:~w.~t~~teij.c~e(,l.setvic:¢s_ faJlthfully., 
Bri(Jlgetc:m Kiwanis 

..,111& .... 11 Grange, 
:;SeJijOl" ""!L!,_~;""_ was tax 

Town-
;~~I,"~~;!~E~11f! member of Board 

years, serving as its 

his wife he is survived by 
Flo,rencce Moncrief, and, a son, 

~ePIlIJt(l, of RO 3, Marlboro­
[~I;,.~tjQgetotJ.; seven grandchildren; 

" a sister, Irene 

" -L.C. 
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telligence community. 
~ Your voice as a citizen is now 
needed to speak out in favor of the 
latest bill, H.R. 6820. Write the 
President of the U.S. and your 
congressmen in Washington NOW. ~ , 

CENTENNIAL OF 
HELEN KELLER'S BIRTH 

FOCUSING ON EVER·PRESENT 
NEEDS OF BLIND 

NEW YORK.-One hundred years 
after the birth of the most famous 
and accomplished blind woman in 
history, the eyes of a nation are 
focusing on the continuing needs 
of the blind. 

In honor of the tOOth anniversary 
of the birth of Helen Keller, the 
American Bible Society-the nation's 
leading supplier of Scriptures to both 
the sighted and the visually-handicapped 
-has launched a drive to focus 
attention on the spiritual needs of 
the blind. 

On June 27, 1880, Helen Adams 
Keller was born on a farm near 
Tuscambia, Alabama. At the age 
of 18 months, her sight and hearing 
were wiped out with one bold stroke 
of an unknown disease. After losing 
her vision and hearing, she also 
lost her powers of speech, an ability 

, she never fully regained. 
In spite of her multiple handicaps, 

she turned away from a life of 
obsc¥rity and instead devoted herself 
to bringing attention to the needs 
of those like her. Through her work, 
the lives of thousands of people 
were-given the opportunity to be en­
riched and useful. Without her work, 
the talents, of those handicapped 
people would never'have been realized. 

Miss Keller often said the source 
of her faith, hope, and courage 
was in the Scriptures. 

"I am always glad to bear witness 
to the blessings the Bible has been 
to me, Ever since I was a little 
girl, .. have read it constantly for 
courage and for joy," Miss Keller 
said when she spoke before the staff 
of the American Bible Society on 
March 11, 1932. 
, The ties between Miss Keller and 
the Bible Society were close because 
one of the historic and continuing 
concerns of ABS has always been 
providing Scriptures for the blind 
and handicapped. 

In fact, ABS began providing 
Scriptures for the blind in 1833, 
when it helped finance Dr. Samuel 
Gridley Howe in his attempt to teach 
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NEW YORK, July (ABS)-For Blind People throughout the world, the chance to read 
Scripture represents new hope and light in the darkness. The American Bible Society, the 
nation's leading supplier of Scriptures to the blind and visually-handicapped, has established 
the Helen Keller Centennial Fund to increase its service to the blind of the world. The 
complete Bible is produced in 18 volumes. In 1979, ABS distributed more than 5,500 Braille 
Bibles and more than 210,000 Scriptures on records. 

the blind to read ordinary letters 
embossed on special paper. In 1911, 
the Bible Society began producing 
Scriptures in Braille, the system of 

/f

1
ading for the blind that is still 

i use today. 
It was this system of Braille, and 

the Bible in Braille, that enabled' 
Helen Keller to reach outside her 
dark and silent world. 

"I cannot recall a further-reaching 
benefit to the blind," she wrote 
in the April 1960 issue of the American 
Bible Society Record. "For wherever 
the Bible goes, it carries new hope 
to the handicapped and quickens 
their wills to rebuild their broken 
lives. We, the blind, and the seeing, 
need the Bible daily if our spirits 
are to strike deep roots of faith 
and send up flowering boughs of 
achievement far into the future. " 

During her lifetime, Miss Keller 
possessed several 20-volume ABS 
Braille Bibles. She read one set so 
much that she wore the raised dots 
off the . page. Another set was 
destroyed _ by a fire which engulfed 
her home in Westport, Connecticut, 
in 1946. 

Still another Braille Bible belonging 
to Miss Keller is on permanent 
display in the library at Bible House, 
the New York headquarters of the 
American Bible Society. Its well­
worn pages are testimony to her faith 
and her constant reading of the book 
which carried her through a lifetime ' 
of triumph and extreme adversity. 

Miss Keller's life-long hope was 
that blind people throughout the 
world would be given access to those 
same things sighted people have. 
Today, the American Bible Society 
is working toward that end by 
making God's Word available to 
visually-handicapped people in a 
variety of ways. 

For those with impaired vision, 
ABS has produced a large print 

Bible in a readable low-glare type. 
For blind readers, ABS publishes 
both complete Bibles and individual 
books of the Bible in Braille. For 
those unable to read Braille, the 
Scriptures are available on both 
records and cassettes. 

All of these Scriptures are available 
at or below cost. For thousands 
of visually-handicapped people each 
year, ABS Scriptures are a source 
of hope, faith, and inspiration. 

ABS also works with millions of 
blind people around the world in 
conjunction with its 63 Bible Society 
partners that make up the United 
Bible Societies. This international 
fellowship of Bible Societies works 
to provide Braille Scriptures for 
blind people in a variety of languages. 
Last year, special projects by UBS 
were targeted to provide Scriptures 
in Malagasy, Africa, Colombia in 
South America, Pakistan, and 
Romania, among others. ' , 

Here in the U.S.A., many letters 
to the Bible Society, from blind and 
visually-impaired people throughout 
the nation describe the great impact 
of ABS Scriptures in their lives. 

"I soon became a daily reader 
and student of my Braille Bible, 
which has ,been a lifesaver to me," 
wrote one woman. "I have never 
been happier ." 

"The Bible has become a treasure. 
chest of hope filled with God's 
wonderful promises," wrote another. 
"Christ has become a living reality 
in my.life." , 

"In the Bible I find confidence 
mightier than tlie utmost evil," 
Miss Keller once wrote to the Bible 
Society. "I lean on the Bible as a 
courage-renewing parable that, em: 
braces all the catastrophies and 
upward trends of history. 'It is a 
book to live with, think from, and 
die by." 

(Continued on page 22) 
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Listed in alphabetical order below are 
24 pairs of letters. They form eight words 
of six letters each. Read the definition 
for each word, find the word pairs that 
make up that word, cross them off and 
place the word in the grid after the cor­
rect number. When you are finished, the 
first letter of each word will spell out the 
theme of the puzzle. The answer is on 
page 15. 

by Linda Harris 

• 
AB AL AN AT AV ED ED 

ED EN EN EP ER GH 1M 

IN HE KE,NI NS OP RA 

SE T S V E 

1 
1. It rained for 40 days and 40 __ _ 

, (Genesis 7: 12) 
2. Noah the wi ndow. 2 

(Genesis 8:6) 
3. Two of every .kind of 3 

(Genesis 6:20) 
4., The windows of were 

opened.. . '. (Genesis 7: 11 ) 
5. He took birds and clean animal'S in 

by' (Genesis 7:2-3) 
6. Noah knew that the waters were . 

4 
". 

5 
(Genesis 8: 11 ) 

7. It ____ enough to cause a flood. 6 
(Genesis 7: 17) 

8. 'Noah was made ___ of all the 
animals. (Genesis 6: 19) r 

8·, 
,.> 

Memory verse: "Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him." (Genesis 6:22, RSV) 
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I 

. "No religious" test shall ever be requited as a quali- ' 
fication to any office or public trust under. the United', 
States." ., .', -Article VI, U.S. ConStitution. 

POLITICAL RELIGION 
, ," - ' .. - ',,'-' 

T· his year in national politics, perhaps more so than 
ever, we have seen religion as an important factor. 
Some 'Evangelicals in 1980 have gone into politics 

in a big way. 

Among those groups and ministers so involved and 
represeriting the far right are: Jerry Falwell, well-known 
television preacher who has assisted in the establishment 

, of a political religious grou~ known as Moral Majority; 
Evangelist James Robinson; Christian Voice and The 
Roundtable as well as several others. 

Few would agree that the Christian should be excluded 
from. voting, holding elective office and takirig part, 
in the political process of the country. And it is quite 
natural that we· think our own political position is 
the best and would bethe best for the country. 

However, history records that when religion plays an 
important role in government, the majority religious' 
view is the.n forced on the minority and often at great 
personal cost to. the minority. Seventh Day Baptists" 
should be well~ware of this ... We all know of the role ." 
of the Roman Catholic >church in government in past 
cent\U'ies'C\fidtheJnquisitioti that followed for those who· 
were not found,n the "mainstream" of current religious 
thought and action. . 

Then, as IlOW, when a certain position is taken and 
stressed by . sOIl1e .as . the,' 'Christian" position there isa 
terribledang~rofintolerance~That danger was recently 

. demon~tr~ted,byastatenlent by the president of the . . 
Southetn,Q3:pti$tC~nventiQn, Bailey Smith: He stated: 
"GodAlmt~bt~.d.oes not hear the ,prayer of a Jew, for· 
how in the' ~QJ!ldcan (Jod' hear the prayer of a Ipa~', 
who' says~¢susChristisnot the true Messiah ? It '8 
blasphem6uSir,:~'~hisjstatement'brought'aprompt cry of ' 
protest and disPlay from the Jewish community as well 
as fromIp.Elt;lf;~ljristian organj~ations and ministers, 
includingBapd~ts. " ,I,· I," " " . . . . . . 

'I We stiPPQr~ttteirecentstatemefits of R.O. Puckett! 
ExecutiyeDirectof'~fAmericans United for Separation . 
of Churchafid State: . . 

. "We share. thecon,cerrts forthepeteriorating moralj 

climate in Ametica'~But do Christians function as a 
politicalpal'ty to accomplish through government struc­
tures and powers what they cannot or have not achieved 
through' the proclamation of the' Gospel or through the· 

. ministry of the Church?" 

November 1980 

"The presence of the right-wingE~~"h~eliciiilsin the" 
political process isa departllre from their • traditional 
and theological pattern; '. Historically,thw Eyangelical .' 
position has been to preacn.the"Gospe1r':cQPvert, in­
dividuals, and· expect 'ch~ngedtit1diYiqtl£tls;td'change 
society. We p'ersPIlallY'lagre.e,.,w:ith,~h,.~t'Tapprpach. , ,.It 
is Biblically accurate; the6Iogi~~nY~,QV~'<i ~ncJ proper 

, , within the contextofJeligiQusliQerty~"}';, :" . 
• '.;'~ ,;.- ~,;; ',', .-: .'\:,: d' ;,,' " '/',' , i. , .A>. -,>, ,,'. 

.,' Are these righf-",)iI1~iE~~h~~i{t~i§··;~ijhliJtfrig. defeat 
in their effort tor¢iichthe wodel witl);' the" Gospel they 
preach? Ate'tli)ey're~oftinlrtopoIiHcatp,(jwet'l(f'Capture .,' 
a nation theyhave,hbttakell inthep()wer oftheOospel?" 

One elemellt in the stra 
elected. to office and,oihers nAT,I"QT/:'/:I'n,n,,,,, 

"moranty rating sy~tem" '.' (']Ol1lgl'¢SiS.· 
. system' was ' . ~h"I .. +tn"" 

Voice. R' epl'esel[lta1~ive"J 
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Listed in alphabetical order below are 
24 pairs of letters. They form eight words 
of six letters each. Read the definition 
for each word, find the word pairs that 
make up that word, cross them off and 
place the word in the grid after the cor­
rect number. When you are firi'ished, the 
first letter of each word wi II spell out the 
theme of the puzzle. The answer IS on 
page 15. 

by Li nda Harris 

AB AL AN AT AV ED ED 

E DEN ENE PER GH 1M 

IN HE KE NINS OP RA 

SE T S V E 

1. It rained for 40 days and 40 __ _ 
(Genesis 7: 12) 

2. Noah the wi ndow. 
(Genesis 8:6) 

3. Two of every kind of 
(Genesis 6:20) 

. 4. The wi ndows of were· 
opened. (Genesis 7: 11 ) 

5. He took birds and clean animals in 
by , . (Genesis 7:2-3) 

6. Noah knew that the waters were __ --' 
(Genesis 8: 11 ) 

7. It ____ enough to cause a flood. 
(Genesis 7: 17) 

8. Noah was made ___ of all the 
animals. (Genesis 6: 19) 

1 

2 

3 
. 

4 
5 

6 
7 

8 

, 

-

Memory verse: "Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him." (Genesis 6:22, RSV) 
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,------------------------------------------------, 

"No religious test shall ever be required as a quali­
fication to any office or public trust under the United 
States." -Article VI, U.S. Constitution. 

~_--~mwria~]--_-------

POLITICAL RELIGION 
This year in national politics, perhaps more so than 

ever, we have seen religion as an important factor. 
Some Evangelicals in 1980 have gone into politics 

in a big way. 

Among those groups and ministers so involved and 
representing the far right are: Jerry Falwell, well-known 
television preacher who has assisted in the establishment 
of a political religious group known as Moral Majority; 
Evangelist James Robinson; Christian Voice and The 
Roundtable as well as several others. 

Few would agree that the Christian should be excluded 
from voting, holding elective office and taking part 
in the political process of the country. And it is quite 
natural that we think our own political position is 
the best and would be the best for the country. 

However, history records that when religion plays an 
important role in government, the majority religious 
view is then forced on the minority and often at great 
personal cost to the minority. Seventh Day Baptists 
should be well aware of this. We all know of the role 
of the Roman Catholic church in government in past 
centuries and the Inquisition that followed for those who 
were not found in the "mainstream" of current religious 
thought and action. . 

Then, as now, when a certain position is taken and 
stressed by some as the"Christian" position there is a 
terrible danger of intolerance. That danger was recently 
demonstrated by a statement by the president of the 
Southern Baptist CoilVention, Bailey Smith. He stated: 
"God Almighty does not hear the prayer of a Jew, for 
how in the world can God hear the prayer of a man 
who says Jesus Christ is not the true Messiah? It's 
blasphemous." This statement brought a prompt cry of 
protest and dismay from the Jewish community as well 
as from many Christian organizations and ministers, 
including Baptists. 

We support the recent statements of R.G. Puckett, 
Executive Director of Americans United for Separation 
of Church and State: 

"We share the concerns for the deteriorating moral 
climate in America. But do Christians function as a 
political party to accomplish through government struc­
tures and powers what they cannot or have not achieved 
through the prociamation of the Gospel or through the 
ministry of the Church?" 

November 1980 

"The presence of the right-wing Evangelicals in the 
political process is a departure from their traditional 
and theological pattern. Historically, the Evangelical 
position has been to preach the Gospel, convert in­
dividuals, and expect changed individuals to change 
society. We personally agree with that approach. It 
is Biblically accurate, theologically sound and proper 
within the context of religious liberty." 

"Are these right-wing Evangelicals admitting defeat 
in their effort to reach the world with the Gospel they 
preach? Are they resorting to political power to capture 
a nation they have not taken in the power of the Gospel?"· 

One element in the strategy to get certain people 
elected to office and others defeated was the use of a 
"morality rating system" for members of Congress. This 
system was produced earlier in the year by Christian 
Voice. Representative John Buchanan of Alabama, a 
Southern Baptist minister, was one targeted for defeat. 
Buchanan, in his 16-year career in the House of Repre­
sentatives has developed a reputation as a supporter 
of civil rights, human rights, as well as efforts to solve 
the world hunger problem. However, those "Christians" 
who developed the morality rating system give Buchanan 
only a 29 percent morality rating based on his votes on 
selected issues. 

"When one wing of Christianity seeks to impose its 
right wing views on everybody else and then twists those 
views into moral principles for judging everybody else's 
Christianity, those efforts are misguided and a heresy," ! 

said Buchanan. . 

Though conceding that the Moral Majority efforts 
may be "well-intentioned," Buchanan labeled them 
"misguided" and "a heresy because the implication that 
anything other than the Lord Jesus Christ makes us 
Christians is heresy. Christ makes Christians, politicai 
decisions do not." 

The morality system of Christian Voice reveals it has 
fatal flaws when a certain Congressman who received 
the highest possible rating from Christian . Voice was 
recently indicted for his part in the Abscam scandal. 
It is also interesting to note that the Bob Joneses (Jr. 
and III) who are about as far right as one can be, puh­
licly denounced Jerry Falwell as betraying the very 
principles he purportedly embraces' because Elizabeth 
Taylor Warner appeared in Falwell's Lynchburg church. 

(Continued on page 22) 
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r,' '.~ \l lo~o, Y~u.bM'€ S&IO . : 
.' . • .... that tho~€ whd"wlsh .-
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" . 'lttQ.IIVE In yOU'rtho.lYtlQUSE, 
';, . '. · ... 1~,~:·. -~ Ott7YOUR hOI~" 
" .. ' '~'v~:' ,..... ~tJI\l€ t:tPRIGhtly . ",,,r ...,.....-. 
~f;". .:. ~"" nb 60. RIGht 
"': ~., .':; anO SPEak thE tRuth always. 
, ~~. - ' tORO, yeu know WE 00. tRY 
. F' But WE' ~II anO t:all 

,'~ .'~ So o~tEn anO so hORRIBly 
.~. to mEaSURE up to YOUR stanOaROs, 

anO WE knew-Oh LOR(\ 

. 
".. ~ ',. . 

,. 
, , 

how WEll W€ knew!-
that WE must haVE YOUR alO 
anO GRaCE, always anO ~eREvER 
I~ WE aRE to. BE 
th'E matuRe, ~RUlt~ul ChRIstians 
that yeu rntEnOEO us to. BE. 
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camp paul hummel 
I steeO upon a meuntam top 
With thE vallEY t:aR BElow. 
I ceutO net SEE thE PEoplE 
OR th€ pROBlEms thEY miGht know. 

I maRVEl€O at the BEaUty 
- maOE BY GeO's almlCjhty hanO. 

I was swept BY OE€P €motlon 
at thE WOnO€RS GoO haO plann€O. 

GoO's lOVinG anO savlnq qRaC€ 
paul hummEl SUREly knEW. 
h€ ShaR€O It ~OR thE aGES 

It was enly enCE I mEt paul 
In :hE autumn ef hiS lifE. 
paul spek€ ef GoO's CjREat GoeOnEss 
mlOst II~E~S unceasinG stRIfE. 

If I ceulO GIV€ to. ethERS 
as paul hummel SUREly qaV€, 
to knew that thReuGh my GIVinG. 
SemE SinnER ChRist ceulO sav€-

Claston €. Bon6 
Oobq€ CEntER, mn 




