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Editor Bevis introduci'ngl the August issue of the Sabbath Recorder.
He stated that the Recorder goes to a ‘‘select group’’ but that he is
still accepting new subscribers! ‘ .
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_ Faith Mission worker Barbara Snyder was
-recognized for her dedicated work for the
Tract Society and Council on Ministry during
the past year in Plainfield. :

Owen Probasco received an award for twenty years’
service to the Tract Society presented by Board President
" George Cruzan.. Mr. Probasco of Shiloh, NJ, is also
. president of the Memorial Fund.
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SAM s Profession in Music

by Bon A. Sanford

SCSC alumni and family (with generations going both up and down)

met for a_picnic supper. Our grace for the meal was ‘‘Old Hundred”’
better known as the Doxology. We began in unison, but by about the fourth
measure it was in four-part harmony with a descant for good measure,
The caterers waiting to serve us expressed some surprise, for no one had
told them that they were serving a-choir—they thought it was just a bunch
of young people :

High up in the mountains at Genesee Park a conglomerate group of

SEVENTH DAY BAPTISTS ARE
A CHOIR: sometimes in. unison,
sometimes in harmony, and often w1th
descants or improvisations on the.
theme. During the days of Church
‘Growth seminars, Carl George listed
the musical ability of our people as
a distinctive which ought to be a
source for growth. At a fair booth
in Rock County, Wisconsin, the bell
choir from the Milton church played
each evening. A spectator came behind
the choir, looked over the shoulder
of one of the players and was heard
to remark, “Why, each one of them
is actually readlng music!””’

Mu51c is a vital part of General Conference. A few
years ago as the choir director was selecting music for
the choir’s use, a fellow musician noted the difficulty of

~ the music and asked him how many weeks he had to
prepare his singers. He could not believe that total re-
hearsal time for a pick-up choir was not over one hour
each day during the Conference with an anthem each
mght “Do you have that many professional singers
in your churches to do that?’’ he was asked.

~ WEARE “PROFESSIONAL SINGERS”’ 1f you take
the word professional to be that we “profess” our faith
in music. From the early days of the Stennetts in England
to the present we have professed our faith in music.

I have not sung in the Conference choir on a regular
basis over the.years for several reasons, ranging from lack
of musical talent to what I called a stewardshlp of time.
(Which really meant that rehearsals. cut into the dinner

‘hour.) But recently I have made two important dis-
coveries. First, there is the safety in numbers. In the
Milton church choir, if the director corrects the tenor
section, I know to whom heis referrmg In the Conference
choir it is possible to blend into a ‘harmonious unit
and consider deviations as mere “overtones” giving a
fuller body to a tone.

4
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As to stewardship of time and missing the dinner
line, I discovered that Gary Cox never lets the choir out
till the long line has gone through. By the time we
get there, one has little stewardship of time.

To be a part of the celebration of Christ and particularly
the joyous Sabbath worship of Conference is to lift up
voices in songs of praise and thanksgiving. True, there
may be some who feel they cannot participate with the
voice as fully as they would like. My dad had difficulty
in carrying a tune. In fact, he often said he had a lot
of missic within him because none of it had ever come .
out. Yet he often got more benefit from the musical
““profession’’ for he both listened attentively and concen-
trated on the words while I concentrated on the notes.

It is my strong opinion that as God
listens to the singing of Seventh Day
Baptists He is pleased. Perhaps not
so much by the notes as by the par-
ticipation which He finds in both
young and old and in between—from
‘“‘Bullfrogs and Butterflies,”” from
the ‘‘Celebration of Life’’ by youth,
and the intricate chords, harmonies,
and runs of the organ or the chorr.
Come, let us make a joyful noise unto
the Lord...let us sing unto the Lord.

-reprinted from CRIER.




BT A T A S L O o G i T

Conference on Impact of Alcohol

on our Society
~ by Harold and Beverley Snyder

L'ast Fall, Harold and I were pri-
vileged to represent our denomi-
nation at the ‘‘National Conference
of Religious and Lay Leaders on
the Impact of Alcohol on Contem-
porary Society’’ which took place at
the Indianapolis Convention Center,
‘Indianapolis, Indiana, Nov. 26-28.

- It was a varied and well-organized
program which included many
prominent speakers, including Jack
Anderson, Washington Bureau Chief;
Dr. Jimmy Allen, First Baptist Church,
San Antonio, Texas; John DeLuca,
Director of National Institute on

Alcohol Abuse; Harold Hughes,

former U.S. Senator and now Director
of Lay Ministry Activities with the

Assisi Foundation; Don Newcombe,

former Brooklyn Dodger now speaking
for the National Institute on Alcohol
Abuse; Dr. Foy Valentine, Executive
Director Christian Life Commission
of the Southern Baptist Conference.
These are just a few of the speakers
we enjoyed listening to during the
-course of the conference. |

There were twenty-two workshops

concerning specific issues planned

for those in attendance, each one
directed by a facilitator and one or
more resource persons. These work-
shops were always very interesting,
sometimes helpful and sometimes
very frustrating as we tried to under-
stand some of the points of view
expressed. Some initiated quite heated
discussions as there were very dif-
fering opinions.

There was some disappointment
in the comparatively small attendance

6

- and as one organizer put it, ‘“There

were too many chiefs and not enough
Indians.”” This was definitely the case
as the majority of those present were
individuals involved in the field of
‘alcohol use and abuse in a professional
way. Unfortunately, this is indica-
tive of the total problem; the apathy
of most people in regard to facing
up to the carnage and total ramifi-
cations of alcohol use and abuse in
our societytoday. It’s a problem very
few people want to hear about much
less talk about. It was pointed out

as being our nation’s number one

“drug problem and ranks third in the
cause of death, surpassed only b

~ heart disease and cancer. .

The conference reinforced the con-
cern Harold and I have had about
this problem for many years but it
has also renewed our quandry as
‘to reaching people, especially our
young people with the situation
which exists, in such a way as will
not alienate those adults in our churches
who would rather not be confronted
with the truth about alcohol. The
unwillingness to dialogue seemed to
be what we kept hearing and when

~all is said and done we believe

that somehow the cold statistics,

which are heartrending and unbe- -

lievable, must be faced before people
are willing to recognize that alcohol
use and abuse is a monumental pro-
blem and one which we must be
willing to deal with in our churches
and in our homes. As far as those

church people we came in contact

with at the conference, there were
those who believed, as we do, in total
‘abstinence as the solution.

There were also those who were
very liberal to the point of condoning
drinking at church functions, and
those who were middle-of-the-roaders,
wo were unwilling to take a stand
one way or the other except to en-
courage ‘‘responsible drinking,”’ a
term we were to hear over and over
again but which was refuted by many
as over simplifying the problem as
in many cases it will not work.
There were persons who testified
that in their case the ‘‘first drink’’
was the beginning of thirty years of
alcoholism. Some stated that after
one drink, you are ‘‘one drink drunk,”’
and therefore no longer able to make
your decisions as responsibly as be-
fore you took that drink. After hearing
all of these points of view expressed
we both drew pretty much the same
conclusion.

Those who share very liberal views
on drinking and whose emphasis was
only on treatment rather than pre-
vention were not providing their peers
or the young people they were associated

with any real ground for abstinence

or prevention. The result in many
cases as actually stated by those in

attendance at the conference was

more alcohol abuse and more resul-
tant alcoholism. Many refused to
identify alcohol ‘for what it is, an
addictive mind-altering drug, whose
producers are spending approximately
one billion dollars a year bombarding

- young and old alike with glamourous

advertising which makes drinking

seem like the natural and normal

way to go. On the other hand, total
abstinence as a viable choice is being
proven statistically in family and
church situations to be effective in
combating the alcohol use and abuse
problem.

The conference provided those
present with many different resources

which will provide free literature,
'speakers, etc., to concerned individuals

and groups who are interested in
initiating alcohol awareness programs.
Owen Cooper and Tommy Payne
are to be commended- for an ex-
ceptionally fine program and a well
organized conference. We feel that

this was a very important and worth-
while national conference and we are

thankful to the denomination and the
Memorial Board for underwriting
our expense which helped to make
this trip possible. ]
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I am in prison—for the rest of my life. I can never escape. No one
can free me. I have committed no crime.

My prison is not made of bars and walls. It is one of flesh, bones,
and blood...all mine. My body has become my prison. It never seemed
like a prison when I was young. But something happened on the way to
the forum! I became old. Why did I think it only applied to others?

The day finally comes when we look into a mirror with Snow White’s
familiar question. And the mirror answers honestly: we are no longer
the fairest of them all. Is that really me? Why do I look so differently

from the way I feel?

Is there no solution to my dilemma? I told myself there were still things
to do, places to go, and people to meet before I was ready to sleep.
My flesh and blood prison sat in a chair, with a restless ‘‘me’’ inside, and

life was passing me by.

How does one cope with sagging muscles, stiffened .joinis, aching parts
which refuse to do our bidding even though the spirit is more than willing
to go on? I never thought growing old would befike this.

The ““me’’ who inhabits my prison has not changed that much. lnsigie,,
I wanted to take a brisk walk, go shopping, visit a friend, even-do something
daring, such as climb a mountain, swim an ocean, or soar to the moon.

Perhaps you are the answer. You can help me. Come to visit me. Let -
me smell your perfume. Bring the crisp, cold air of the outdoors inside
to me. Play the music I want to hear. Read the news to me. Tell me
about the world. Let’s discuss a good book, a football game, the new

look in fashion. I am hungry to know it all. |

Above all, talk to
one who has

me as an equal, rather than some-
been reduced to basket weaving or

’« finger painting. My IQ has not turned white,
lJ_ - or even slightly gray. And please try not to

look at me with pity in your eyes. My life has -

H, =

gloriously full of adventures, joys,

, good times as well as bad.

~ ¢B»  When you must take your leave of me,

refrain from patting my cheek like

a small child. Give my hand a hearty

shake instead. It may hurt my ar-
thritic bones, but you will help me
feel that I am still in the human
race.

And come to see me next week.
- No appointment necessary. []

-Madeline K een




Jesus—cAlways Jesus

by Fay Russell
Shiloh, N.J.

ver since I was a little girl, I can

remember hearing a Bible verse,
over and over again, and at the time
I didn’t quite understand it. It was
Romans 8:28, ‘‘All things work to-
gether for good to them that love
God and aie called according to His
purpose.”’ How that could make any
sense when I had just totaled my
dad’s car was beyond me.

Now as I look back I can see exactly
what God was trying to say to me
when He placed that very thought-
provoking verse in my path.

In May of 1978, our house was
robbed. I couldn’t for the life of me
understand what good could come
out of strangers routing through all
of our belongings and helping them-
selves to things that had more sen-
timental value than words could
begin to express.

Then the Lord began to show me
what that verse was trying to say.
As 1 thought about it I began to
realize that material things really had
no value! The only things worth
having are those given by God, like
my salvation in Christ.
~ In September of 1978 our one-
year-old daughter, Karen, was diagnosed
with Acute Leukemia. I remember so
plainly asking myself, How? How can
this possibly be for my good? How?
However, | discovered that it was!

We have seen a marriage restored
because of faith in God that never
would have happened without the
Lord working it out through Karen’s
illness. We witnessed the strengthening
of family ties because of a special

now through prayer and a growing
faith in God’s power she is doing
fine. In November she was taken off
chemotherapy. Only a great God
could make something good come
out of something so evil as leukemia.

God has given me faith such as I
have never experienced before. Sure
I’m still human, I still have times of
doubt and fear. I realize that I still
have a long road ahead—a road with
a lot of learning along the way. How-
ever, I am so thankful and praise God
for Jesus always sees me through!

Following the robbery of our home
the Lord gave me a song. It has
been a great comfort to me on several
occasions. The words go like this:

y Jesus, Always Jesus

Jesus, When I’m happy you are there,
Jesus, When I’m sad and in despair,
You’re always with me, always near me,
Always by my side.

Always giving me the strength to
Listen and abide.

Always, always, always

Jesus, always Jesus.

Jesus you’ve been with me since before
- Jesus, since on the cross my sins you
bore, -
You loved me then, you love me now
And I can’t ask for more
Oh Jesus, thank you for loving me
Jesus, always Jesus.

Jesus, you’ve given me a life that’s new.

Jesus, you’ve shown me how to follow
you. __

‘You’ve given me the life that I have

Looked for, for so long.

Oh Jesus help me to repay you

With a faith that’s strong.
Thank you Jesus, Thank you!
- Jesus, always Jesus.

R
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. love for a very sick little girl. Also

’ »Z/% . ‘ - my relationship with my father was

da ; much closer because we had oppor-

, //////’ij/j o | tunity to talk together in those drives |
///%//f?’f - to and from the hospital with Karen. - .

| Little did I realize how much that The next time I find myself in a

would mean to me when my father difficult situation I am going to under-

went to be with the Lord only two stand more fully what God meant

months later. when He lead me to that special

verse that says: ‘‘All things work

We found doors opening for us to
witness of God’s healing power. Only
two years ago Karen was so sick and

together for good to them that love
God, to them who are called according
to His purpose.”” Romans 8:28.0]
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~ Jesus —éAlways Jesus

by Fay Russell
Shiloh, N.J.

2 vocrsinee Twas a hittle girl, 1 ean
¢ _-omember hearing a Bible verse,
and over again, and at the time
Cdnte quite understand it It was
Lomans 8:28, All things work to-
vcther for good to them that love
God andraie called according to His
purpose.”” How that could make any
sense when [ had just totaled my
dad’s car was beyond me.

Now as I look back I can see exactly
what God was trying to say to me
when He placed that very thought-
provoking verse in my path,

In May of 1978, our house was
robbed. I couldn’t for the life of me
understand what good could come
out of strangers routing through all
of our belongings and helping them-
selves to things that had more sen-
timental value than words could
begin to express.

Then the Lord began to show me
what that verse was trying to say.
As I thought about it 1 began to
realize that matenal things really had
no value! The only things worth
having are those given by God, like
my salvation in Christ.

In September of 1978 our one-
year-old daughter, Karen, was diagnosed
with Acute Leukemia. I remember so
plainly asking myself, How? How can
this possibly be for my good? How?
However, I discovered that it was!

We have seen a marriage restored
becatise of faith in God that never
would have happened without the
Lord working it .out through Karen’s
illness. We witnessed the strengthening
of family ties because of a special
love for a very sick little girl. Also
my relationship with my father was
much closer because we had oppor-
tunity to talk together in those drives
to and from the hospital with Karen.
Little did I realize how much that
would mean to me when my father
went to be with the Lord only two
months later. |

We found doors opening for us to

witness of God’s healing power. Only

two years ago Karen was so sick and

now through prayer and a growing
taith in God’s power she 1s doing
fine. In November she was taken ott
chemotherapy. Only a great God
could make something good come
out of something so evil as leukemia.

God has given me taith such as |
have never experienced before. Sure
I’m still human, I still have times of
doubt and fear. I realize that I still
have a long road ahead—a road with
a lot of learning along the way. How-
ever, | am so thankful and praise God
for Jesus always sees me through!

Following the robbery of our home
the Lord gave me a song. It has
been a great comfort to me on several
occasions. The words go like this:

Jesus, Always Jesus

Jesus, When I'm happy you are there,
Jesus, When I'm sad and in despair,
You'’re always with me, always near me,
Always by my side. -

Always giving me the strength to
Listen and abide.

Always, always, always

Jesus, always Jesus.

Jesus you’ve been with me since before

Jesus, since on the cross my sins you
bore,

You loved me then, you love me now

And I can’t ask for more

Oh Jesus, thank you for loving me

Jesus, always Jesus.

Jesus, you’ve given me a life that’s new.

Jesus, you’ve shown me how to follow
you.

You’ve given me the life that I have

Looked for, for so long.

Oh Jesus help me to repay you

With a faith that’s strong.

Thank you Jesus, Thank you!

Jesus, always Jesus. '

The next time I find myself in a
difficult situation I am going to under-
stand more fully what God meant
when He lead me to that special
verse that says: ‘‘All things work
together for good to them that love
God, to them who are called according
to His purpose.”” Romans 8:28.1]
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The Benefits of Being a Christian

by Chaplain Leroy Bass
¢« Southern Wisconsin Center

® You hauve a Bavior.

® You are saved from eternal damnation and destruction.

@ You are no longer an enemy of God—no longer running
from Him.

@ You have someone to confess gour sins to, who can
and does truly forgive gou. ¢

® God lifts gour “feet out of the mirg clap.” and lifts
gou out of the pit of sin.

® Your sins are washed away, and gou are clean,

@ God frees you from the deuil's clutches.

® You have a friend that “sticketh cloger than a brother.”
® You become a child of Gad. | |

® Your name is written in the heavenly Book of Tife.
® “OId things are passed gwayg—all things become new.”
@ Life takes on new meaning to gou—and joy. "

©® Trust and peace take the place of the old fears and

@ You can experience the warmth of the loue of God for
gou in gour pwn heart.

® You often receive a marutluuﬂ answer to some need,
some l]tlp gome problem, just when gou need it.

o You haue the indwelling of the Holy Bpirit for power
to ouercome temptation, and to achieue righteousness.

o You are given an inspired Guidehook—the Bible—
to be a light to gour heart, mind, soul, and body.

o You become a part of the Family—the Fellowship of
other @hristians—which s in turn “the body of
Christ’” on earth—His church.

® You are given the gift of the Holg Bpirit who will reveal
the deep things of God to gou and to give ou the
power to live and be a witness for Him.

® You learn how to truly become unselfish and think of
other people.

® You keep gounger longer, grow older slower, because
of two things:
a. you have a buogant hope for life—an optimistic
outlpok.
b. living by higher standards (nn hmmpannn etr.)

oWou will be resurrected to eternal life at the coming

worries.

@ You can pray to God about angthing on gour heart,

of @hyrist.

asking Him for His infinite guidance and wisdom. God. [

by Rev. Paul Green

I would like for all my decision-
making to be God-led. I seek God’s
guidance for all my main decisions
and many routine decisions. While

God has never spoken to me around

or in a dramatic way. I feel that

- there are several ways God (a la
~ muses) leads me in decision-making.

1. Thru impulses and insights gained
from prayer and meditation and study

of . the Scriptures and devotlonal |

literature.

2. Thru the circumstances. of op-
portunities and lack thereof: ‘‘open
and closed doors.”’ -

3. Thrumy wife, fam1ly, and other
people.

4, Thru habitual patterns of de-
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® You will “have euerlasting life” in the Kingdom of

Decision-Making

cision-making and action that have
been developed over a long period

of time so that many decisions can

be made easily and quickly without
the necessity of detailed reappraisal

in each instance.

Often out of one or more of these
comes a feeling or even a conviction

of what is best and/or right. There

remain, however, many instances in
which there seems to be no clear
leading from God, and I must go
ahead and make a choice—a decision—
take action anyway. Often these are

- routine decisions where God is
. probably saying ‘‘You have to use

your own brain and common sense
—don’t expect me to pull all the

strings for you.’”’” Sometimes these

are major decisions, and then I think
He is saying to me ‘“‘Go ahead—
launch out in faith—you and your
life are in my hands.”’ In some situa-

tions I believe He is saying that

either course—or any one of several
—is ‘“‘within His will’’ and is all
right.

I know there are many times
when I misread the signals and make
unwise decisions. Most of these
probably could be called impulse
decisions. At such times I have to

admit my mistakes and ask God’s

forgiveness and, sometimes, His help
in getting out of a bad situation.

In some of these major decisions
of my life I have really wrestled with
God, seeking clear guidance, and He
has not given it in the ways I

wanted. I have had to go ahead in-

one way or another. But later—
sometimes years later—I have been
able to look back and feel that God
was leading me in ways I could not
see at the time.[(J
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“WooA Charge to The Church

You have chosen a servant;
let him serve.

You have chosen a leader;
let him lead.

You' have chosen a man of GOD:
help him remain so.

Guard his youth, and help him stay young

~all his life.

Let him hold to the idealism of youth,
that with age it may neither mellow
nor disintegrate.

Allow him to have new ideas
and to spark them in your midst;

Do not be too anxious to quench these sparks
with cold water.

Let differences which arise be marked
by understanding
and respect
and humor

And bridged by your common purpose
in serving God.

Lend him your encouragement
and from time to time put it into words.
Do not allow the hour of sleep find him
depressed or disheartened.

Allow him to draw his own conclusions

about people and their problems
As he may be able to see them in a different
and perhaps a better light.

Allow him time for spiritual refreshment
quiet thinking
and meditation
and retreats for the growth of the spirit.

Don’t let him feel the loneliness of the ministry.

But draw circles that will include
him and his family,

And share with him and his wife
genuine Christian love.

Hawve confidence in him, and through him,
in the teachers who have taught him,
in the minds of the great thinkers
he has read,
in the parents and family
who have nurtured him.
in GOD who has chosen him for this part.

November 1980

Tie him neither to the past

nor to the post:

Help him to know the best of what has
been without insisting that he either
uphold it or followitif he
knows a better way,

Allow him opportunities to leave
the immediate task from time to time
so that he may look again on the
total task of the Kingdom.

He has come to think of the Church as people;
May you always think of him as a person,
and never as a machine or a divinity.
Keep in mind that you are ordaining him
not to the ministry of this Churchonly,
but to the Church Universal,
stretching across the world in order
to reach others who also wish

to be in the Kingdom of GOD.

Pray for him;

Allow him to pray for you,
recognizing that the latter
may be more difficult for you
‘than the former.

Remember that he represents among you not
himself but the Christ of GOD;

Your response will be not to htm
but to the Master of both of you.

He shall cultivate and prune and nounsh
but you must bear fruit;

He shall plan and dream and pray,
but you must carry plans and dreams
and prayers to fulfillment.

Whose is the greater responsibility?
As greatas is his,
I venture to say it is the congregation’s
But you are more than one,
and you have among you GOD Himself
Who guides and strengthens and blesses.

FINALLY — Show by your practices and good
deeds and lives of prayer
your willingness to follow the One
Whom he so willingly follows.
Thls will be his greatest reward — and yours.

May GOD bless you both in this joint venture.

(This statement was prepared by
William H. Martin, Los Angeles, CA)

: | 11
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perish’’

® KOKOMO, IN, branch church
of the Columbus, OH, SDB Church
is operating a drug and alcohol “‘hot-
line’’ as a community service. News-
paper articles have helped publicize
the ‘‘hotline’’ which is manned by
Burnell Grooms in her home. She
refers individuals for counseling to
- two Baptist ministers or to other
community resources as Alcoholics
Anonymous or the Mental Health
Center. The Kokomo SDB branch

church is now meeting in and re- .

modeling a residence for its use at
2214 N. Webster. Larry Watt leads
in worship and Bible study on his
visits once or twice a month. Services
are at 10:00 am Sabbath and 7:30
Wednesday evening.
® AFRICA VISIT: Executive Vice-
President Leon R. Lawton is plan-
ning to visit the SDB work and new
contacts in Kenya, Malawi, Cameroon,
~Nigeria and Ghana from mid-No-
vember to mid-December, Lord
willing. This will be a first visit to
~ the countries in West Africa where
correspondence with church leaders
 has continued for many years. It
" is hoped that the organization of
the churches in Cameroon can become
a reality yet this year.
@ FAIR BOOTH—MEMPHIS: At
the Mid-America Fair over 600 indi-
viduals requested the Guide to Bible
Understanding correspondence course
at the booth sponsored again this

year by the SDB church. A tract

packet was shared with many and
conversation enabled a better under-
- standing of who Seventh Day Bap-
tists are and what they stand for.
New church members came from

- last year’s witness ‘and it is hoped

that additional members will result
again this year. - |

political situation is hindering the

~ witness and work of our sister churches

here. Pray that their elections may
be without undue violence and that
the economic situation will improve
dramatically in coming months. Rev.
Nathan B. Thompson is the newly
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@ JAMAICA, W I: The social and

\, MISSION
\\ NOTES

‘“Where there
is no vision
the people

elected Corresponding Secretary and

Rev. Joe A. Samuels is the President
of the Jamaica SDB Conference.
@ SPECIAL MEETINGS: Director
of Evangelism and Church Extension
Mynor G. Soper is serving in Memphis,
TN; Middletown, CT and Upper
Marlboro, MD in the last quarter

- of this year. He also spent a week

in New York City sharing insights
and seeking to help the brethren
there in their outreach in the large
metro area. The new LIGHT
BEARERS FOR CHRIST team assisted
in the Memphis meetings.

® BURMA: The district Conference
was held the end of October at Kanaan

village and attended by Rev. L.S.

Thanga, who arrived back home
from his visit in the USA and Canada
the first of September. Because the
airfield at Kalemyo is under repair

it will take him about 8 days to reach

Tahan (nearly 1,000 miles). In mid-
September he wrote, ‘“Thank you
again for your grace, hospitality

and prayers. Give my sincere greetings |

toall.”’

'@ THE CAROLINAS: Field Pastor

John Camenga reports the back-

yard Bible Clubs held in Asheville,
NC, reached new people. Regular

Sabbath services are held and they

- are seeking a meeting site. Plans

for formal organization, perhaps in
early 1981, await basic growth. The
Eastern NC field was visited in Oc-
tober and sites for public meetings
were sought. |

o THE PHILIPPINES: Camille Hen-
ry has been under treatment in re-
cent weeks and is to go to Manila
for a checkup in December. Remem-
ber this need in prayer! |

@ RARITAN VALLEY SDB, Bridge-
water, NJ: Missionary Pastor Ken
Burdick has moved into the new
parsonage and regular Sabbath ser-
vices began in their new building in
mid-October. Praise the Lord for
this new facility on busy US 202.

- Because of the move they changed
- their name from ‘‘North Jersey SDB.”’

PRAYER [

A Prayer Reminder
for Each Day!!

JHZTOO

DECEMBER 1980

PRAY FOR:

1-Missionaries Rod and Camille Henry,
Cebu City, Philippines

2-Field Pastor John Camenga, the Carolinas
and E. Tennessee

*3-SDB Leaders in the Cameroon, W. Africa
and visit of Leon R. Lawton

4-Missionary Pastor Dale Thorngate, Colum-
bus, OH

5-A.person for the empty seat in my church
—someone I can ‘‘love to Jesus’’

6-The Missionary Keyworker in my church.
How have I helped him/her?

7-Committee on Support and Retirement
meeting at Plainfield, NJ |

8-My pastor: what can I do to make his load
a bit lighter?

9-Missionaries David and Bettie Pearson,
Malawi, Africa '

10-Missionary Pastor Leland E. Davis, Wash-
ington, DC

11-A renewal of SDB meetings in New Offinso,

. Ghana, West Africa

12-Leon Lawton’s visit with SDB leaders in
Nigeria, West Africa

13-Decision to Discipleship groups in our
churches.

14-People in hospitals and nursing homes—
why not visit them too? :

15-Missionary Pastor Kenneth Burdick an
Raritan Valley, NJ, SDB Church

16-Pastor Jose Alegre and the witness in
Melbourne, Australia

17-Missionary Pastor Gabriel Bejjani and the
Stanton, CA, SDB Church

18-The new editor of the Helping Hand—
David S. Clarke

19-Pastor Sam Peters and his ministry in
Guyana, S. America :

20—Spiritual Gifts to be recognized and used
more in my church ‘

21-The continued -evangelistic outreach by our
brethren in Brazil

22-Missionary Pastor Robert Babcock and the

- Houston, TX, SDB Church

23-Those alone in His holiday season—those
who don’t know Jesus’ love .

24-Our youth and the many challenges they
meet each day :

25-PRAISE GOL as ‘we celebrate the birth
of Love!

26-Seminary Student weekend with Dean
Saunders, Denver, CO |

27-Conference President Charles H. Graffius
and his wife, Anne

28-Our tract ministry

29-Those God would lead into the Gospel
Ministry during 1981

30-The Council on Ministry as it meets,
December 30-January 1 ’ _

31-Thank God for His rich blessings to you

in 1980 and ask that 1981 will be a time

for real spiritual growth!
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sent by James Chang

July is drawing near. To the
tillers of the soil, summer is the
season of labour and increase with
the scene of harvest in sight. We
take this opportunity to send you
our greetings upon the opening of the
Annual Meeting in August. We pray
that God will bless the meeting, grant
success and greatly use you. Since my
father cannot come and meet all the
old friends, he has asked me to
write this letter to give his best wishes
and greetings. We pray that God will
bless and prosper His work all over
the world.

Recently we have been thinking of
the work and history of the Mission
in China. Father told us about its
history, that the work was begun
by Solomon Carpenter and Nathan
Wardner who sailed across the seas
and landed in China in 1847. Since
then, with God’s help the work
has never terminated but gone on,
even during the bitter cold wintry
days and His love ever warms our
hearts. We think often-of those
brothers and sisters who for His
sake left their homes to come to
China. They have sown much pre-
cious seed here and the brethren
here will never forget them. In ap-
preciation and remembrance of them
we have set three marble plaques
on a wall in our church, one in
memory of Rev. David H. Davis,
one for Miss Susan Burdick (We
used to call her Bur Nai-nai, i.e.
Grandma Bur) and one for Miss
Anna West.

Grandma Bur was the most familiar
with our family. Mother kept telling

" November 1980

FROM CHINA
ALETTERTO
GENERAL
CONFERENCE
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us that it was Grandma Bur who went

personally to the countryside to

lead her, a country woman to come
to Shanghai to get an education at
Grace Girls’ School while father was
then studying at Milton College,
Thank you, Grandma Bur! The
beauty of your godly life, your
thoughtfulness and graciousness
have given us to see Christ and will
never be forgotten by all those who
knew and loved you. How much
you have done for us all. A picture
of Grandma Bur hung on our wall

in fond remembrance of her, right
until the Cultural Revolution. During

- those ten troublous years we lost
almost everything. We lost our dear
Mother. However, our Lord has not

forgotten us, His Rod and Staff

- have comforted us. As Paul said,

“Who shall separate us from the love
of Christ? Shall tribulation, or
distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
As it is written, For thy sake we

are being killed all the day long;

we are regarded as sheep to be
slaughtered. No, in all these things
we are more than conquerors through

Him who loved us.” Praise the Lord -

it is He, Himself, who keeps and
preserves us and gives us hope.

Since Sept. 2 of last year, only
three churches have been opened
for worship. Our own, the Grace
Church, is still closed. However
the general religious atmosphere has
cleared, and improved somewhat.
Two more churches may open up
later this year for worship. We
received a New Testament at Easter

from a sister in the Lord in Hong
Kong. We are glad to have God’s
Word again. Now we can read the
Scriptures each day and be guided

- and strengthened by His teachings.

A great many old friends, for-
merly teachers and students of the
school, come to visit us. They all
speak highly of father’s character
as well as his work when he was in
the school. They say with some pride
that trust, faithfulness and loyal work
have been the guiding principles of
their old Principal! They all respect
him for his faithfulness and honour
him for his loyalty, and their kind
thoughts and words have greatly
comforted his poor, old heart.

In closing, I wish again to greet
you in Christ’s Name through you
all the friends. I hope and pray
that through Him you Meeting
and your work will be attended with
great success and fruitfulness. [

In a letter dated Augusf 30, 1980

James Chang wrote further:

““The place of worship is, generally
speaking, in church but fellowship
and communion among our brethren
and sisters here, now take various
forms. Occasionally I would meet
an old lady who I had met in church
before. Seeing me one day she came
up and asked, ‘Brother, are you
standing fast and do you still be-

‘lieve in Jesus Christ?’ ‘Why not?’

I answeréd, ‘The Lord has taught
that he who is saved is saved for-
ever!’ ‘Praise the Lord! Keep close
to Him,’ she replied and wenton
her way. - - |

“Another time I met abrotherin
the Lord who is the husband of
a friend of my wife’s. He handed
me an envelope and said quietly,
‘Open it when you get home.’
When I opened it at home, a lovely
little cross made of red plastic ap-
peared before my eyes. -

* “Love and comfort for each other
is shown in many various ways.

It may be a word, a hymn; even

a smile or a glance may express
this understanding. As Paul said,
we may suffer and wear fetters for
the gospel’s sake but the word of
God cannot be fettered.”’ |

HE CLOSED HIS LETTER,

‘‘Please pray for us that we may
live for His honor and glory.”’ (]
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‘Government
Sponsored
Prayer

by James E. Wood, Jr.

n July 23,'1980, Congressman

Philip M. Crane (R-Ill.) and
Senator Jesse Helms (R-N.C.) for-
merly announced their renewed and
vigorous support to a drive in Con-

- gress to remove all restrictions and
rulings by the U.S. Supreme Court

and all Federal District Courts with

‘respect to. prayer - in the public
“schools and publi¢ buildings. Aimed
specifically at circumventing and cir-

cumscribing the U.S. Supreme Court
decisions of 1962 and 1963 (Engel v.
Vitale and Schempp - Murray),
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the proposed legislation in the form
of an amendment to S.450 would
permit state sponsored and state
written prayers to become a part of
the program of the public schools and
pubhc education.throughout the na-
tion. By removing government spon-
sored prayers and religious exercises
from the jurisdiction of all federal
courts, the place of prayer in the
public schools would be determined
by the states and local communities.

To accomplish this political rever-
sal of the landmark decisions of the
U.S. Supreme Court, a national
prayer committee has been officially
announced and endorsed by Con-
gressman Crane, comprised of James

Robison, president; Bill Bright, Pat
‘Robertson, Jim Bakker, Paige Patter-

son, E.E. McAteer, Jerry Falwell,
and Adrian Rogers, among others.
Interestingly enough, none of the per-
sons named on the committee of-
ficially represents any religious de-
nomination. By contrast, the strongest
support for the Supreme Court de-
cisions outlawing government spon-
sored prayers in the public schools
and the most vigorous opponents
of congressional efforts on behalf
of constitutional amendments or

-legislation to overturn these court

decisions have come from the major
religious denominations of America,
both Christian and Jewish. No de-

nominations have been more in the -

forefront of support for the U.S.
Supreme Court decisions and in op-

‘position to government sponsored

prayers in the public schools than

have the various natlonal Baptlst
bOdlCS

Almost two decades ago, in a re-
solution supportive of the Supreme
Court decisions, the Southern Bap-
tist Convention in annual session
declared ‘‘our support for the con-
cepts and the vocabulary of the First

- Amendment, including both its pro-

hibition upon government roles in
religious programs and its protection

of free exercise of religion and the

people.”’ In reaffirming its commit-
ment to religious liberty, the reso-
lution declared that ‘‘this freedom

~ does not entitle them [‘public officials
“and public servants’] to use public
- or official powers for the advance-

ment of religious commitments or

 ideas.” Their position was reaffirmed
~and enlarged in 1971 and agam in

1975.

The American Baptist Churches
in the U.S.A. have similarly declared,
“In the light of...Supreme Court
decisions, we affirm our historic
Baptist belief that religion should not
be a matter of compulsion and that
prayers and religious practices should
not be prescribed by law or by a
teacher or public school official.”
More recently, in its 1977 Biennial
Meeting, American Baptist Churches
in the U.S.A. forthrightly declared
by ballot vote (with only 51 ‘‘no”

votes out of 1200 cast), ‘“We affirm

the United States Supreme Court
stand that prayer and Bible reading
as prescribed acts have no place in
a secular, pluralistic public school.”
Opposition to efforts to overturn the
Supreme Court decisions have been
strongly voiced by leaders of American
Baptists, Baptist General Conference,
North American Baptist Conference,
Progressive National Baptist Conven-
tion, and the Southern Baptist Con-

* vention, in addition to the repeated

declarations of the Baptist Joint
Committee on Public Affairs. Many
state Baptist conventions have voiced
the same position.

Baptists Joined by Many Others

In this area, however, Baptists by
no means stand alone but are joined

- by a wide range of religious de-

nominations .throughout America,
including the Lutheran Council of
America, Church of the Brethren,
the United Methodist Church, United
Presbyterian Church, USA, American
Jewish Congress, and the National
Council of Churches. In a letter
written to'all members of the Senate
during the past year, the Washington
office of the National Council of
Churches declared, ‘“The National
Council of Churches, representing
32 major Protestant and Orthodox
communions in this country, believes
that religious experience of children
is not the business of either the
government or the public schools...
rather, a responsibility and a sacred
trust of the family and the church.”
Again, it is highly significant today,
as during the past two decades, that
the strongest support for state spon-
sored prayers in the public schools
comes from individuals (within and
without the religious community),
public officials, professional evan-
gelists, and nondeno Jnatlonal re-
ligious associations aild not from
mainline churches or religious de-
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nominations as such.

The call for government sponsor-
ship of religion has a long history in
this nation. Nine of the thirteen
colonies had established churches.
Out of a European experience, the
theocratic notion of a Christian
state gave rise to the ‘‘Bible Common-
wealth’” of colonial New England
in which religious liberty was ex-

_ pressly denied and rehglous matters

were vested in the hands of civil
magistrates who served the cause of
the ““Christian’’ state.

It was against the theocratic notion
of a “‘Christian’’ state that Baptist
leaders such as Roger Williams, Isaac
Backus, and John Leland vigorously
contended in order to advance the
concepts of a free church and a free
state in which religion, without govern-
ment sanction or support, would
wait upon the voluntary responses
of the citizens. Without secular means
of coercion or support, religion
would be required, they reasoned,

to depend upon religious means for

accomplishing its mission.

The acknowledged architect of the
American tradition of church and
state, Roger Williams, spoke percep-
tively for Baptists when he declared
that the authority of the state is
“not religious, Christian, etc. but
natural, human, [and] civil,”’ and
therefore it is ‘‘improper’’ for the
state to abridge the rights of con-
science and the free exercise of
religion. Isaac Backus, one of Amer-

ica’s greatest Baptist leaders in the

eighteenth century, contended before
the Constitutional Congress for the
separation of church and state, and
he did so for theological reasons.
“Now who can hear Christ declare
that His kingdom is not of this world,
and yet believe that this blending of
the church and state together can
be pleasing to Him?”’

Church Separate from State

For Baptists historically, the separ-
ation of church and state has meant

~ a free church and a free or secular

state, in which not only is the church
independent of state or political
control, but also the state is limited
to this age or seculum, where, as
Backus wrote, ‘“The free exercise of
private Judgment and the inalienable
rights of conscience are of too high
a rank and dignity to be submitted
to the decrees of council, or the
imperfect laws of fallible leglslators _
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Whereas generally most of America’s
theocrats have accepted the wisdom
of the separation of any particular
church from the state, they have
persisted in holding the view of

‘America as a Christian state, the

‘““American Israel.”

Repeatedly, throughout this
nations’s history, America’s theo-
crats have contended against the
separation of church and state, i.e.,
the secular state. Not content with
religious means for winning persons
to the Christian faith, theocrats
have sought by whatever political
means available nothing less than
the Christianization of the state.
Government sanction and. support of
religion has been a persistent goal.
Well over a century ago, John
Leland warned that America’s theo-
crats of whatever religious persuasion
always seek to violate the principle
of the separation of church and state.
He wrote, ‘“The honor of religion,

the spread of the gospel...the good

of society, the safety of the state,
and the salvation of souls, form the
syrup in which the poisonous pill
is hidden.”

Ironically, it is with the phenomenal
and unparalleled growth of organized
religion that increasing pressure is
most likely to come for religion to
receive both the sanction and support
of the state and, at which times,
the guarantees of the First Amend-
ment with regard to the secular state
are in greatest danger of being eroded.
Meanwhile, history warns that of the
concept of the Christian state is as
dangerous for true religion as for

- civil liberty and the very fundamen-

tals of human rights.

Admittedly, many persons still do
not know what the United States

~ Supreme Court has said and has

not said with respect to prayer and
Bible reading in the public schools.
In Engel, the Court rightly declared

that government, which in this case

was a state government, may not
require prayer in the public schools,
even when it is conditioned on a
““voluntary’’ basis for school pupils.
The following year, 1964, the Court
in Abington ruled that prayer and
devotional Bible reading may not be

- apart of the public school curricular

activities. In no way did these deci-
sions deny or prohibit the right of
teachers and pupils to pray in public
schools on an individual or volun-
tary basis, but such prayers were not
to be a part of the public school
program as such. | |

Most important to remember is
that the U.S. Supreme Court has ex-
plicitly disclaimed that it has ruled
out the study of religion from the
curriculum of the public schools,
so long as religion is made the ob-
ject’ of academic inquiry and not
the object of religious worship or
faith under the auspices of govern-
ment or the public school structure.
Rather, for more than thirty years,
the Court has acknowledged the
high value of religion in civilization
and in the learning experience of
public school children. Speaking for
the Court, Justice Tom Clark per-

- ceptively observed almost twenty

years ago that ‘‘It might well be
said that one’s education is not com-
plete without a study of...religion.”’

President Carter spoke for the yast
majority of America’s religious de-
nominations when he declared, in
response to the Helms Amendment,
government ‘‘ought to stay out of the
prayer business.”’ ‘I don’t think that
the Congress ought to pass any
legislation requiring or permitting

‘prayer being required or encouraged

in [the public] school.”’ Hopefully,
Congress will recognize this and not
be intimidated for fear of political
consequences of a vote which some

of their constituents might interpret

as a vote against God, against re-
ligion, and against morallty That
is simply not the issue in the case

-of the Helms Amendment. Rather,

it is that such legislation is unnecessary
and does not serve the legitimate
interest of the state or true religion.

Finally, it is bad legislation that
would seriously jeopardize not only
the First Amendment guarantees with
respect to an establishment of religion
and the free exercise of religion,
but also the principle of Supreme
Court review of all constitutional -
issues. [

ANSWERS for Children’s Page

Nights
Opened
Animal
Heaven
Sevens
Abated
Rained
Keeper

®NOOAhWbH =

THEME — Noah'’s Ark
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irom the_
~" pen of the
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) Executive Secretary

Dr. K.D. Hﬂurle)

BUILDING—ON THE
SOLID ROCK

“Each one must be careful how
he builds. ...For God has already
placed Jesus Christ as the one and
only foundation, and no other foun-
dation can be laid.’’ (GNB)

| 1 Cor. 3:10-11

In °75 (that was the year 1675),
a group of people met in England
to organize what we now usually call
the Pinner’s Hall Seventh Day Bap-
tist Church.

According to the history books

(Shem Acher: A Name...by Francis

Bampfield. London, 1681), the founders
“agreed...to own the Lord Jesus
Christ to be the one and only
Lord and Lawgiver to their Souls
and Consciences, and the Holy
Scriptures of Truth as the one and
only Rule of Faith, Worship and
Life. ...They did firmly lay all

" their = Church-bottoming and
building upon the Rock and Foun-
dation, even upon Christ and upon

- His Word.”’ -

1In *79 (that is 1979), American
-Seventh Day Baptists voted in General

Conference to establish a Decade of
Discipleship (1980-1990), and there
declared the purpose was—and is—
to at least double all facets of denomi-
national life and activities during the

10 year period—to the glory of Christ

and His Cause!

A good start has been made. The
year 1980 is being dedicated to a

decision to disciple, with individuals
in our churches challenged to join
small ‘“‘cell” groups for study of
different phases of discipleship:

“basic Christian disciplines, life pri-

orities, stewardship of God’s resources,
personal relationships in family and
church, sharing one’s faith, Sabbath
convictions, and disciplining others.

Personal Blessings

‘Those who have already partici-
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pated in these studies report great

personal blessings. They are encouraged

to continue their participation and to
recruit others throughout the Decade
of Discipleship in order ‘‘to train an
army of Christians committed to a
life-style of discipleship.”’

This procedure will assure success
in the progressive years of emphasis
on nurture (1981), extension (1982),
and ministry (1983). Appropriate

resource materials will be suggested

and supplied by denominational
boards and agencies for use in the

churches through three reoccurring

cycles of the stated emphases building
up to 1990, the year for celebrating
the achievements in outreach and
growth., ~ -

- Progressive Developments

‘General Conferenlce, meeting in
Denver last August, ‘‘set the stage”’

for progressive developments in the

years immediately ahead. It was a
“healthy’”’ Conference, spiritually
oriented around the theme ‘‘Pleasing
God in Every Way” (Col. 1:10b—NIV).
At every worship service there were
commitments and recommitments to
Christ. Business was carried on in
a dedicated, conscientious way.
Delegates from the churches carried
on frank, open discussions regarding
such potentially controversial issues
as -abortion and the inerrancy of
Scriptures; and in the Baptist tradi-
tion of freedom of individual thought
and conscience, maintained a basic
unity of spirit. Several matters needing

" further clarification were referred

(for study and recommendations
back to Conference) to the churches

~and to established committees in-
cluding the General Council and the
Coordinating Leadership Team (CLT).

The CLT met in Plainfield Sep-
tember 29-30, with nearly 20 items
on the agenda, including planning
for a Springtime every church visita-
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tion by teams of denominational
representatives regarding the Decade
of Discipleship (if designated giving
to OWM makes the project financially
feasible); starting a ‘‘needs and im-
pact’’ study regarding possible re-
location of denominational head-
quarters by 1985, with all executive
offices there; and developing a strategy
for minority ministries.

Goal Setting

Given priority attention by the CLT

was the importance of goal setting— -

by individuals, by Conference related
boards and agencies, and by churches.
The boards and agencies have agreed
to publish their goals in the Sabbath
Recorder. Churches have been sent
questionnaires, which suggest specific
target areas for official church action.
It is recommended that the churches
voluntarily send copies of the ques-
tionnaires to the General Conference
office;, where a procedure will be

~ established for monitoring growth

progress year by year. All of this is
a part of a vital accountability process.

It is felt that decisions made now,

" courses of action established now,

will determine the ultimate outcome
of the Decade of Discipleship. Vic-
tory in 1990 will really be pre-decided
in 1980. Realistic goal setting with
determined follow through is an im-
perative prerequisite to decisive
achievement—in Christ’s name.

The foundation for our “‘building”’
in the 20th century is the same as it
was for our forefathers in the 17th
century. A familiar old hymn ex-
presses our collective as well as
individual assurance: .

"My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

On Christ the solid Rock 1 stand; |
All other ground is sinking sand. (]

The Sabbath Recorder

“We love because
God first loved us.”’

1 John 4:19

Jane Mackintosh

he Women’s Board has found a

new home. After residing joyously
in the Denver/Boulder areas of
Colorado for the decade of the ’70’s,
the time came with the onset of the
80’s to spread the joy on west. There
was a somewhat frantic search for
this new home, but as usual, God
was preparing hearts and at just the
right time, He seemingly tapped
shoulders and commissioned a new

Board. The women of the Los

Angeles, CA, church, when approached
by Ada Davis, president of the Board,
took a leap of faith, accepting respon-
sibilities for the Board, trusting that
other women of the Pacific Coast
Assoc. churches were also being
““tapped on the shoulder.”’” God has
been and is preparing hearts and the
women of the association are re-
sponding with an attitude of, ‘‘Just
tell us what we can do.”’

I would like to introduce you to the
Board that was officially appointed
by Conference. The president, Floy
Owen, is a rather remarkable lady.
She’s the wife of Paul Sr., a roofing
contractor, and the mother of Paul
Jr. and wife Jan, Viva, Paula, Elva,

and Brian. The youngest, Brian, just
- graduated from high school so her

role as mother has taken on somewhat

of a new dimension just in time for

her and Paul Sr. to take on a new
role. Paul Jr. and Jan expect to
make them grandparents any day as
of this writing. Floy has “retired”” from
helping Paul Sr. run the family roofing
business, but she keeps busy in an
active life. The family shares an ac-
tive prayer life and they have watched
God “‘move mountains” among them.
In 1969, after years of trouble with
her spine, Floy and Paul found them-

selves at the famous Mayo Clinic,
believing Floy to be near death.
Before the doctors took her in, Paul

wheeled her into the chapel where

they thanked God for their life to-
gether and completely laid her illness
in His hands, trusting Him for the
future whether or not it meant death
or a wheel chair. Afterwards the doc-

tors diagnosed her illness as Multiple

Sclerosis, a degenerative disease that
is progressive. Though her left side
had been paralyzed, she was learning
to walk again three months later.
The Owens know that she is a miracle
of God. Her disease seems now to be
in remission. Each morning at 4 a.m.
she and Paul are up praying together
that God will give her strength for

the tasks she has to do that day.

This day by day faith has built a
growing relationship with their Lord.

Beth Burdick, the vice-president,
is one of the members of that adven-
turesome team of Beth and Joan,
the two young unmarried nurses who
together went to Malawi, Africa, to
serve as missionaries in the early

fifties. Four years later, they were

joined by a young doctor, Victor
Burdick, who apparently the Lord
had picked as a husband for Beth.
Beth and Victor stayed in Malawi for
thirteen more years during which time
they courted, married, and became
the parents of Victor Jr., Joanie
and Mark. They returned in ‘1970
to Los Angeles, where Victor Sr.
continued his medical practice. Beth
is a quiet, somewhat reserved person
yet when there’s work to be done,

she can be depended upon to be there.

After talking with her and listening
to what she says, it is not difficult
to see that same faith and trust in
God that ““moves mountains’’ and one

.senses there have been many moved

in her lifetime. :

Louise Crump, the recording sec-
retary, is the wife of John and the

mother of Cynthia, Lisa and Matthew,
who are active in grade school.
Louise teaches in a Christian school
and is actively involved in her own
children’s education. The Crump
children can always be depended on
in closing exercises of Sabbath School,
to stand and recite seemingly scores
of Scripture verses with Mom right
there as coach. ‘

Estelle Abbebe, the corresponding
secretary, is the daughter of Mrs.
Esther and the late Pastor Lewis of
the former 42nd Street SDB church
in Los Angeles. Estelle, her mother
and Estelle’s sister are always present
together in the Los Angeles church
where they share a special ministry
radiating from the joy of Christ through
their smiles and their softly spoken
words of encouragement to individuals

- in the congregation.

Pat Ashcraft, treasurer, is the wife
of Dick and mother of Lynn and
husband Victor, Mark and wife Lynn,
Bill and Teri. She and Dick are also

- the proud grandparents of a new

grandson. Pat is one who believes
wholeheartedly in sharing her Lord
with whomever she meets, and she
meets many people, being actively
involved in the accounting part
of her husband’s air-conditioning
business as well as running her own
retail store of collectibles (plates,
Hummels, ornaments, etc.). One man
will probably never forget their phone
conversation on the day she called
to inquire about why he hadn’t paid
his bill. After his explanation about
how jumbled his financial affairs were
Pat simply asked him who was running -
his business. When he replied that
he was handling it all by himself,
she said that was his problem and if
he wanted to get his troubles straight-

- ened out, he should turn them over

to the Lord and let Him take care
of them!

(Continued on page 19)

November 1980
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Thy Word is a light. ..

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

]

N\’rs. Mary Clare

CHRISTMAS FAITH PRACTICED

Perhaps the most severe credibility
gap for Christians is the vast

difference between our faith and our |

practice concerning Christmas. What
we believe about Christmas is scarcely
visible in most of what we do durin
this sacred season. |

For the past several years Christians
have objected to the “commercialism’’
of Christmas; few have done anything
to curb the growth of the malady.
Families continue to purchase gifts
they cannot afford, take children to
see and have pictures taken with
Santa and otherwise allow themselves
to be exploited by merchants.

For several months evergreen tree
plantations have been harvested and

‘trees sent to market to be ‘‘enhanced’’

with man-made decorations, later to
be discarded on trash heaps. The

stores have been decorated with

Christmas trappings, the faces of
Santa Claus appear on advertisements
and people are urged to “‘shop early”’
for Christmas gifts their friends
cannot use and do not want.

As Christians focus on some of

their beliefs—to be good stewards
of their bodies, to be co-creators
with God, to share and to care,
they find this a strange way to “‘pre-
pare”’ for the celebration of the birth
of the Christ Child. There are al-
ternatives. It takes courage to be
different, but it helps if we realize
we are striving to participate in this

~celebration as Christians who put
their own stamp on everything they

do and wish to bring especially
formed values and beliefs to each
event. This is a marvelous time

* for individuals to express their cre-

ativity. Handmade gifts made with
thought of the interests of the
person to receive the gift are always
appreciated. S
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The Advent Season should be a
time to prepare our hearts and minds

for the day of remembering the

time God gave the world a gift of
unparalleled importance. It could be
a time for adventure into the field
of fine art; sharing the inspiration
which is expressed in pictures, music
and books helps bring the reality
of the occasion to mind. It should
be a time of family togetherness
through special worship and Bible
study. This is the season to have
a special awareness of love, joy and
blessings received through the gift
of God’s Son and sharing those
gifts with others.

This is the year to examine your
Christian life-style, in particular, how
do you celebrate Christ’s birth? Could

~your fellowship gatherings be more

simple; could you eliminate “duty’’
gifts and invitations and give the
amount saved to someone who will
have no Christmas? Could your

child, who has many toys, be made
to understand that part of this year’s

gift will be shared with another?
Could you do without that special
dress, suit or piece of furniture
planned for this season?

This year, if each of us spent 25
percent more time in worship, study
and prayer and spent 25 percent
less money on ourselves, giving it
to OWM or other favorite charity,
a start would be made toward
bringing our faith and practice more
nearly into alignment.

Books which could enrich your

Advent season: .

BISHOP, Jim, The Day Christ Was
. Born, Harper and Brothers, New
York, 1959, 107 pages, illustrated.
The reconstruction of the scene is -
excellent, the description of reli-
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gious customs connected with
marriage and birth most interesting.
The old familiar stories of the
birth of Christ are told with imagi-
nation and dramatic power.

MAIER, Paul, First Christmas, The
True and Unfamiliar Story, Harper
and Row, New York, 1971, 125
pages; 4 full color and 29 black
and white pictures. | .
Because the record is sparse as
told in Matthew and Luke many
legends, myths and customs have
grown up about the birth of Christ.
Now Mr. Maier has reconstructed
the story through various aspects
of: the time and place; the politics;
Herod, the King; Mary, the Mother;
Joseph, the foster-father and
finally, the Christ Child.

SAFFEN, Wayne, The First Season,

Fortress Press, Philadelphia, 1975.
This is a collection of ‘‘prose,
poetry and pensees’ for Advent
through Epiphany. The issues are
deep and abiding. Saffen’s style
is rhythmic in open-ended verse
style—balancing between rhythmic
prose and cadenced poetry. This
‘material is particularly suitable for
personal or group worship. 85
half pages, $2.75.00

SABBATH SCHOOL TEACHERS’
MINI-LAB

THE ART OF
LESSON PLANNING

Early in the quarter the teacher
should look over the entire quarter,
noting the basic aims and materials
needed for the lessons. If the whole
school is using the material from
the same publisher, all teachers should
get -together and discuss the work
and find out how they can work
together. |

AS THE TEACHER PREPARES
FOR THE WEEKLY LESSON:
she should

1. PRAY. Pray for each of the stu-
dents by name. Pray for each teacher
and officer in the school. Pray for
oneself—ask for forgiveness for
specific sins, ask for proper attitudes
toward teaching, ask that through
study you may do His will, ask that
you may reach the needs of each
student.

2. EVALUATE. Each lesson after
it is taught. Ask yourself if the aims
were accomplished. Were the visuals

“effective? What were the strengths,
weaknesses and changes that should -

be made for another lesson? What
should be carried over to another
session?

3. STUDY. Read not only the

Scripture listed but enough so the

background of the lesson is fully
understood. Study all the material
given in the teacher’s manual. If
other resource books are available,
refer to them.

4. WRITE DOWN LESSON PLANS.
List what the students should know
at the end of the hour. Write out
methods to be used. Write out the
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] with this plan—SILENCE GIVES

YOUTH |

- CONCERNS |

The aim of the YOUTH CON-
CERNS column in this magazine was
to provide suggested material for
Youth Fellowships to use as basis

for weekly or monthly Bible study. |

The BEACON NEWSLETTER
is currently carrying a Bible study
which serves the purpose of this
column. Therefore, we plan to dis-
continue YOUTH CONCERNS.,
Please let us know if you disagree

CONSENT.

Write:

The SPB Board of Christian Ed., Inc. |

15 South Main Street
Alfred, NY 14802

memory verse and list other Scripture
to be used. Write down questions
to be asked and responses expected.
List materials needed and have them
on hand.

5. Start early in the week to plan—
You are teaching students, not ma-
terial—strive to meet their needs. (]
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The Women'’s Board Page

(Continued from page 17)

I am a somewhat distant member
of the Board since I reside 400 miles
away from the rest of them. I'm
Jane Mackintosh, the wife of Douglas
and mother of three preschoolers,
Adam, Eric, and Alicia. I've been
asked to edit this Women’s Board

‘page for awhile. My husband and

my brother, as partners, recently
bought an electronics retail store
which is a Radio Shack dealership,
so we’re actively building a business.
It’s a real family affair when cus-
tomers are greeted at the door by
two little boys who are our official
““Christmas toy testers’’ and one little
baby girl in a walker who is busily
rearranging all the Duracell batteries,
packaged phone cords and any other
product that is low enough for her
to reach. Doug and I served for four
years at Crandall High School in
Kingston, Jamaica, where our two sons
were born. We’re now active in the

San Francisco, CA, Bay Area church.

- The remainder of the Board mem-
bers are all active in the Los Angeles
church. Several months ago some of
the women of the church attended the
seminar based on the book What
Happens When Women Pray. As a
result of that seminar, they invited

- all the women of the church to meet

with them on Sabbath afternoons
to organize a women’s group and to
pray together. It was this group.that
sensed the leading of the Lord when
contacted about bringing the Women’s
Board to the West Coast. One goal
they have set for this work is to
draw the women of the Pacific Coast
Association together in the projects
of the Board, spreading the tasks
among the Washington, Oregon and
California churches. Another goal
they have established is to encourage
all the women of the denomination
to grow in their relationship with
the Lord and then follow up with
a lifestyle evangelism. This “lifestyle
evangelism’’ means each woman’s
becoming aware of how she can share
her relationship with God within the
context of her everyday lifestyle.

‘We trust that your prayers, en-
couragement and guidance will be
with us as we learn about these new
responsibilities and we trust you will
continue to support the work of the
Women’s Board as you have done in
the past. God’s grace, peace and joy

be with you all.[]
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Pastor Dale Thorngate (left) and driver George

Chamberlin chat with several church van

passengers in Columbus, Ohio. The bright
red van provides transportation to Sabbath
services and other church activities—and
doubles as a colorful, moving church sign.

CHURCH HONORS
SENIOR MEMBERS

NORTH LOUP, NE—A birthday
party was held at our church on
June 17 for persons 80 years old
and older of the church and com-
munity. All were seated at tables
with a special cake for each month.
The ladies of the United Methodist

Church assisted with this celebration.
There were fifty men and women

who were honored at this occasion.
Mary Davis, known locally as the
whistling lady, received the prize for
being the oldest present; she is 91.
Nellie Leonard of Lincoln received
the prize for coming the greatest
distance, and Mrs. Neel for having
the most children. She has eleven,
all of whom are living. Pastor
Victor Skaggs served as master of
ceremonies, ending the service -with
the song ‘‘Blest Be the Tie That
Binds.”’

On June 28 a Bible stand was
placed on the Communion table, a
gift in memory of Bert Williams.
The presentation was made by Kevin
Williams, great-grandson of Mr.
Williams.

Junior and Junior High Camp

were held at Camp Riverview in
July. The Rev. Paul Osborn of Nor-
tonville, KS served as director. About
40 youth attended the camp. On
Sabbath day the congregation joined
the campers for a fellowship dinner
and afternoon service. The climax
of the service was a baptism of
.three young people: Twila Cargill,
Shawn Severance and Gary Williams.

A day camp for primary age was
also held in July with our assistant
pastor Tom Schock as director. There
were 22 enrolled in this camp.

A community farewell reception
was held for Pastor Victor and
Ardale Skaggs the evening of August
2. The program consisted of a girls’

quartet, men’s quartet, a chalk pic-
tuge with women’s duet, and “‘Ten
Years,” telling about the Skaggs family
in our midst. A gift of appreciation
was given them in addition to an
album of pictures. Refreshments
were served by the ladies of the church.

Before Pastor Skaggs left the area
three children were dedicated: Mi-
chael, Robert and Shawn, the children
of James and Helen Goodrich; one
baptism, Helen Goodrich and four |
added to church membership.

Nina Coon, the mother of Ardale
Skaggs, was the honoree at a farewell
party at C wing of Valley County
Hospital Nursing Home. A group of
ladies met for fellowship and refresh-
ments with Mrsa Don Clement as
hostess. Mrs. Coon was given several
gifts. We have learned to love this
lively lady since she came to live
with Pastor and Mrs. Skaggs. She
will be living in their home in
Plainfield, NJ. .

We were proud of our church
softball team as they won the first
place trophy in the summer church
league. Pop-Corn Days brought
visitors to the village and to our
church. Our church float ‘‘Game of
Life” won first place in the
church division. The church food
stand was a busy place as usual.

Among those going and returning
from Conference. through North
Loup were our former pastor, Rev.
and Mrs. Francis Saunders as well
as their son, Rev. Herbert Saunders
and family. The men gave high- |
lights of Conference at a Sabbath |
worship service.

After spending a busy summer with

us our assistant pastor, Tom Schock,
“has returned to college. We appre-

ciated having him here. On August
30 we held Sabbath Promotion Day
and so ends a busy summer in
North Loup. [}

-Bertha Clement

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT“TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT;{

i MARRIAGES 1

t

T
FHPHTHTTHTTT T b

RICHARDS- WILBER ——Ttmothy R, son

of Rev. Donald E. and the late Edna

- Ruth (Randolph) Richards, of Bridgeton,.
—~~ N.J., and Tammy Wilber, daughter of
William J. and Connie (Snyder) Holt,
of Shiloh, N.J., were united in marriage
in Bridgeton, N.J., by Judge John Casarow,

on July 27, 1980. -

WENDELL "DICKINSON. —Ralph S Wen-

dell, son of Ralph and Edith Wendell
of Shlloh. N.J., and Carol S. Dickinson,
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daughter of Everett and Wilberta Dickin-
son of Shiloh were united in marriage
at the home of the bride on August

1980. by the Rev. Charles F {
assisted by the brlde s bt other, Ev
Drckmson.

and Ehzabeth D. (Betsy De) Rlchards,“"
daughter of Rev. Donald E. and the
late Edna Ruth (Randolph) Rlchards,'h
Bridgeton, N.J., were united in marriage

at the Marlboro Sevénth Day Baptist

Church, Bridgeton, N.J., by the Rev.

Donald E. Rlchards, pastor, on May
31, 1980

N'EW SDB GROUP )
IN OREGON

ROSEBURG OR——A new Seventh
‘Day- Baptist . Church at Roseburg,
Oregon, held its first’ Sabbath ser-
vices on September 13, 1980.

‘Roseburg is a city. of 15,000 located
in southwestern Oregon, -about: 75
miles from: the Pacific QOcean and
170 miles south of Portland, OR.
Sabbath services are presently bemg
held in the American Legion Building
"in Roseburg, with the leadership
shared by Pastor Homer Fletcher = —
and Pastor Tracy Smith. Working |
with Pastors C. Justin Camenga of
"Portland: and. Duane L. Dayvis of .
Seattle, the new group is. making plans -
for “affiliating ‘as:a branch. church
of the Portland Area SDB.Church,
until formal organization. It is- hoped
that Pastors Fletcher-and Smith will -
~ be able to attend the PacrflcCoast :
- Association meetings at Rrvermde‘,'
CA October 17-19.00

o -DuaneL Dav1s

CHURCH PLANS TO |
HOST ASSOCIATION s

TEXARKANA AR—-We are lool_ung
forward to having the Southwester

“in June of - 1981},. The}pres1dent:t“
_the Association this year is Douglas
Yarberry of T xarkana. The, the
~he has chosen . is ‘‘Repent-for the
~ Kingdom .of . eaven Is at Hand
(Matt. 3 2).

We in Texarkana have begun a
series of work days to repaint tk

church and ftntsh the interior of the
‘recent addition made to our building.
Thts addttlon contams the kltchen

g Maria .vChrnstma,
to Ltha and Jimmy Hagler of Rrverdale, .
- GA;on September 12, 1980. AP

*‘VAN METER —A son ‘Harmon Ememano, |
to Henry and Era (Enriquez), Van Meter
of Woodsrde, N, Y., on Sept. 2, 1980

t
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CHURCH

in
ACTI®N

- Y |
This model of the Albion church was built
by Carl Smith, It was used to raise funds

for re-roofing the church and installation of
storm windows. |

CHURCH ACTIVE—
IMPROVEMENTS MADE

ALBION, WI—Although we here
at Albion haven’t been heard from
for some time, we are alive and very
busy. Our church members and
friends have been repairing,beauti-
fying and winterizing the church
building. Our church president, Carl
Smith, and his wife, Donna, have
given good leadership as well as
hundreds of hours of their time.

The church appreciates Carl’s in-
tricate job of painting around our
motto: ‘‘For this is the love of God,

that we keep his commandments: and

his commandments are not grievous’’
(1 John 5:3). Besides repairing cracked

plaster walls and painting inside and

outside, the trim around the windows
and wainscoting painted, the walls,
woodwork and floors of the down-
stairs area have been cleaned and
painted.

The work also include.d‘ta clean-

up of grounds and shrubbery. Storm

windows were built for the sanctuary,
foyer and fellowship hall using

simulated stained glass of high impact

plastic for the upstairs, and plain
for the downstairs. We were given
a chance to purchase materials for
the windows as memorials and all
were sold in one week, a total of

$1,300. Memorial plaques will be
installed at each window.

- As most of you know, Pastor A A.
Appel retired in January, 1980,
following his heart surgery of August,
1979. He looks and feels good now
and we are so happy that he and
Jeanette are staying in Albion. They
have moved from the parsonage to
a private residence.

Jerry Vaught, our interim pastor,
with his wife Martha and baby
Abby now live in Albion. The church
is furnishing them an apartment.
He is employed full time by IKI
in Edgerton so can only give us
part-time service since Pastor Appel’s
heart attack. Jerry hopes to return
to seminary a year from now.

‘The Jerry Vaught family, Mrs.
Floy (Adele) Schock, Tom and
Barbara, Brenda Appel, Barbara and
Jacqueline Smith, Coral Slagg and
Evelyn Marsden attended Conference

“in Denver this past August.

We were glad to have Dean Herb
Saunders with us on August 29.
He talked to us about calling a
minister—that we should decide what
our needs were and that we should
be ready to get in there and work
with whatever pastor we call. Com-
mittees are working on areas that
will influence our call; salary, living
quarters etc. We hope to be able
to send a call soon. ] o

-Evelyn Marsden

Pastor Dale Thorngate (left) and driver George
Chamberlin chat with several church van
passengers in Columbus, Ohio. The bright
red van provides transportation to Sabbath
services and other church activities—and
doubles as a colorful, moving church sign.

CHURCH HONORS
SENIOR MEMBERS

NORTH 1.OUP, NF—A birthday
party was held at our church on
June 17 tor persons &0 vears old
and older of the church and com-
munity. All were seated at tables
with a special cake tor cach month.
The ladies of the United Methodist
Church assisted with this celebration.,
There were ity men and women
who were honored at this occasion.

Mary Davis, known locally as the

whistling lady, received the prize for
being the oldest present; she is 91.
Nellie Leonard of Lincoln received
the prize for. coming the greatest
distance, and Mrs. Neel tor having
the most children. She has cleven,
all ot whom are living. Pastor
Victor Skaggs served as master of
ceremonies, ending the service with
the song ‘‘Blest Be the Tie That
Binds.”’ f

On June 28 a Bible stand was
placed on the Communion table, a
gift in memory of Bert Williams.
The presentation was made by Kevin
Williams, great-grandson of Mr.
Williams.

Junior and Junior High Camp
were held at Camp Riverview In
July. The Rev. Paul Osborn ot Nor-
tonville, KS served as director. About
40 youth attended the camp. On
Sabbath day the congregation joined
the campers for a fellowship dinner
and afternoon service. The climax
of the service was a baptism of
three young people: Twila Cargill,
Shawn Severance and Gary Williams.

A day camp for primary age was
also held in July with our assistant
pastor Tom Schock as director. There
were 22 enrolled in this camp.

A community farewell reception
was held for Pastor Victor and
Ardale Skaggs the evening of August

quartet, men’s quartet, a4 chalk pic
ture with women's duet, and **Ten
Years, " telling about the Skaggs tamil
m our nudst. A gitt of appreciation
was given them in addition o an
album of pictures.  Refreshments
were served by the ladies of the church.

Betore Pastor Skaggs lett the area
three children were dedicated: Mi-
chael, Robert and Shawn, the children
of James and Helen Goodrich: one
baptism, Helen Goodrich and tour
added 1o church membership.

Nina Coon, the mother of Ardale
Skaggs. was the honoree at a tarewell
party at C wing ot Valley County
Hospital Nursing Home. A group of
ladies met for fellowship and retresh-
ments with Mrs. Don Clement as
hostess. Mrs. Coon was given several
gitfts. We have learned to love this
lively lady since she came to live
with Pastor and Mrs. Skaggs. She
will be living in their home in
Plaintield, NJ.

We were proud of our church
softball team as they won the first
place trophy in the summer church
league. Pop-Corn Days brought
visitors to the village and to our
church. Our church tloat ““Game of
Life’> won first place in the
church division. The church food
stand was a busy place as usual.

Among those going and returning
from Conference through North
Loup were our former pastor, Rev.
and Mrs. Francis Saunders as well
as their son, Rev. Herbert Saunders
and family. The men gave high-
lights of Conference at a Sabbath
worship service.

After spending a busy summer with
us our assistant pastor, Tom Schock,
has returned to college. We appre-
ciated having him here. On August
30'we held Sabbath Promotion Day
and so ends a busy summer in
North Loup. []

-Bertha Clement

a

|

NEW SDB GROUP
IN OREGON

ROSEBURG, OR—A new Seventh
Day Baptist Church at Roseburg,
Oregon, held 1its first Sabbath ser-
vices on September 13, 1980.
Roseburg is a city of 15,000 located
in southwestern Oregon, about 75
miles from the Pacific Ocean and
170 miles south of Portland, OR.
Sabbath services are presently being
held in the American Legion Building
in Roseburg, with the leadership
shared by Pastor Homer Fletcher
and Pastor Tracy Smith. Working
with Pastors C. Justin Camenga of
Portland and Duane L. Davis of
Seattle, the new group is making plans
for affiliating as a branch church
of the Portland Area SDB Church,
until formal organization. It is hoped
that Pastors Fletcher and Smith will
be able to attend the Pacific Coast

. Association meetings at Riverside,
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2. The program consisted of a girls’
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RICHARDS-WILBER.—Timothy R., son
"of Rev. Donald E. and the late Edna
Ruth (Randolph) Richards, of Bridgeton,
N.J., and Tammy Wilber, daughter of
William J. and Connie (Snyder) Holt,
of Shiloh, N.J., were united in marriage
in Bridgeton, N.J., by Judge John Casarow,
on July 27, 1980.

WENDELL-DICKINSON.—Ralph S. Wen-

dell, son of Ralph and Edith Wendell
of Shiloh. N.J., and Carol S. Dickinson,

November 1980

daughter of Everett and Wilberta Dickin-
son of Shiloh were united in marriage

at the home of the bride on August 2,

1980 by the Rev. Charles H. Bond and
assisted by the bride’s brother, Everett
Dickinson.

WRIGHT-RICHARDS.—Verne Martin, son
of Raymond S. and Evelyn (Bartholo-
mew) Wright, of Clarksville, Indiana,
and Elizabeth D. (Betsy De) Richards,
daughter of Rev. Donald E. and the
late Edna Ruth (Randolph) Richards,
Bridgeton, N.J., were united in marriage
at the Marlboro Seventh Day Baptist
Church, Bridgeton, N.J., by the Rev.
Donald E. Richards, pastor, on May
31, 1980. ;

CA, October 17-19.( |
-Duane L. Davis

CHURCH PLANSTO
HOST ASSOCIATION

TEXARKANA, AR—We are looking
forward to having the Southwestern
Associational meeting at our church
in June of 1981. The president of
the Association this year is Douglas
Yarberry of Texarkana. The theme
he has chosen is ‘‘Repent for the
Kingdom of Heaven Is at Hand”
(Matt. 3:2). |

We in Texarkana have begun a
series of work days to repaint the

“church and finish the interior of the

recent addition made to our building.
This addition contains the kitchen
with space for dining and meetings. (]

' -Lura Craw

vvvvv

R b

. . |
BIRTHS X
i ' : S

BARNES.—A daughter, Laura Lee, was born
~June 27, 1980 to James and Vickie
(Ash) Barnes of Salem, WV,

HAGLER.—A daughter, Maria Christina,
to Lilia and Jimmy Hagler of Riverdaie,
GA, on September 12, 1980. - .

VAN METER.—A son Harmon Emeniano,

to Henry and Era (Enriquez) Van Meter
of Woodside, N.Y., on Sept. 2, 1980.
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" DISCIPLESHIP PROGRAM—

SIXTEEN BAPTIZED

' VERONA, NY—In March 1980, the
- Verona Seventh Day Baptist Church

entered a program that opened up
a new dimension and degree of ef-
fectiveness in our evangelism. We
have expected growth, desired it,
and despaired of it happening for
us. Yet in a desire to try yet another
time to become in fact a growing
church, a program called ‘‘Wanted:

“Ten Brave Christians’’ was started

in preparation for a Discipleship
Celebration. Fourteen people indicated
a desire to enter into a one nionth
covenant together under the Lord.

- The covenant was a five part pledge
~of discipleship that was to be strictly

honored before the Lord and with

-each other.

It seemed that from the moment

~ that the commitment was made, and
“as people prayed and studied along

the same lines that God poured out

blessing after blessing. Everyplace we
turned it seemed that people werg
there who were famished to know

about Christ and ready to make

commitments to Him. Much of what
we were doing and are still doing is
the same as before, but there are
results that Keep showing up.

One of the real measures of God’s
work. was seen at Central N.Y.
Association’s Spring meeting when
we had the joy of seeing 16 from
the Verona area baptized into Christ.

- Eleven were adults, including two

husband-wife couples, and one
mother and two adult sons. There
were eight more who desired baptism
but were unable to be there that
weekend. Praise be to God for His
Word not returning to Him void.
We eagerly await more of God’s
blessings and it is our prayer as a

church that we may not hinder this

flood of His work through us.[

leadership,

o and Davnd Snyder.

Deczszon to Disciple is for youth as well
~as for older adults. The Alfred Cell mem-
bers range in age from high school to
mid-twenties. Four of the five attended
Conference. They gave their testimony
of strengthened faith and the bond of love
in Christ on Thursday morning.

Whatéver your age or experience in
through study and prayer,
you can elp form a Discipleship group
and learn to be a witness for Christ.

e Beverly A. Snyder, Richard Osborn, Beth Goodrich

N

SDB UNITED RELIEF OFFERING

You can have a part, a satisfying
part, in raising a substantial denomi-
nation-wide fund for meeting world
and local disaster relief needs in the
name of Christ. It is the Seventh
Day Baptist United Relief Fund col-
lected once each year in your church
on Thanksgiving Sabbath — Novem-
ber 22, 1980.

It is our opportunity to back up
our prayers of thanksgiving with a
sharing of our relative abundance
with those who may face unforeseen
and overwhelming physical needs.
We read that when Jesus saw 5,000

- hungry people He was moved with

compassion and fed them. One of
the greatest joys.of His disciples
today is to do likewise.

If possible make your contribution
through you local church on Sabbath,
November 22, designating the gift.
Checks drawn to SDB United Relief
Fund may also be sent directly to
Gordon Sanford, OWM Treasurer,
R.D. 1, Little Genesee, NY 14754.(]

-Leon R. Maltby

Needs of Blind
(Continued from page 25)

Helen Keller dled peacefully in
her sleep on June 1, 1968. She had
lived 87 years, almost all of them in
a physical darkness and silence most
of us will never know. Yet her courage
and faith led her to illuminate the
world. God had greater things in
mind for the little blind girl from

‘Tuscambia, Alabama, than a life

hidden away from the world. (]

Political Religion
(Continued from page27)

As R.G. Puckett points out ‘It appears they all are
committed to America as a theocracy but the question
is, ‘Who will be Theo"’ .

"As Christians we should be active in the political
process, informed on the issues and candidates and then
exercise our right as Americans to vote in a free and

- secret election. However, we cannot agree to a moral
majority that would make a test of political office
their own sectarian doctrine. When any religious group
attempts through the political process to implement its
own goals it has thus violated its own prmc1ples and
v1olated the rights of others as well.

Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty!(]J

The Sabbath Recorder

REVIEW

A new book on the Sabbath en-
titled Divine Rest for Human Rest-
lessness, written by Dr. Samuele
Bacchiocchi, Associate Professor of
Religion at Andrews University, rolled
off the Pontifical Gregorian Univer-
sity Press in Rome recently (June
1980). The first printing of the book
was sold out in a few days but a
reprint is now available both in
English and Spanish. The title of the
Spanish edition is Reposo Divino
para la Inquietud Humana.

This new book builds upon Dr.
Bacchiocchi’s earlier study (From
Sabbath to Sunday) and offers an
insightful and delightful interpretation
of the significance of the Sabbath
for contemporary human needs. The
simple, non-technical style and the
numerous illustrations by a gifted
Italian artist, make the book a
reading pleasure.

The Foreword is written by Dr.
James P. Wesberry, Executive Direc-
tor of the Lord’s Day Alliance of
the USA, who praises the book as
‘“an invaluable contribution to the
strengthening of the Sabbath through-
out the world. No one, no matter
of what faith or denomination he or
she may be, can read this book with-
out finding Dlvme rest for his or
her restlessness.’’

divine REST
for human |
RESTLESSNESS

Samuele
Bacchiocchi .

v

a theological
SKUdy Of foreword by

THE GOOD

NEWS
of the Sabbath
tor today

"R IAMES P WESBERRY

Esecutie Dureclor

LORD S DAY ALLIANCE USK

~ November 1980

Over 100 leaders and scholars have
already reviewed the book expressing
similar positive appraisals. C. E.
Bradford, Vice-President of the North
American SDA Division, writes:
“Dr. Bacchiocchi has done the im-
possible! He has produced a work
of art that is scholarly, ‘meaty’
and at the same time highly readable...
Reading it has been sheer delight.
I find there is a veritable gold
mine of devotional and homiletical
material. This book is bound to be-
come a classic in its field.”” Dr.
Joseph G. Smoot, President of An-
drews University, similarly comments:
““This forceful but graceful monu-
ment to Sabbath literature can make
a difference in one’s life by bringing
a richer, deeper spiritual relationship
with the Lord of the Sabbath.”

“My fervent hope,” Dr. Bacchiocchi
says, ‘‘is. that this book will help
those persons who seek meaning in
their existence, who long for rest in
their restless lives, who live among
personal and social contradictions
and tensions, to find through the
Sabbath Divine Rest for their Human
Restlessness. |

The book can be purchased at

the Adventist Book Centers or by
‘sending your order ($8.95, postage

'paid)-directl'y to Dr. Samuele Béc-
chiocchi, 230 Lisa Lane, Berrien
Springs, Michigan 49103. ]

~ Recorder” Reactions...

I thought that your August 1980
issue was really special. I enjoyed
reading every bit of it. Each article
was inspiring and meaningful. Thanks.
-Linda Brown

Baptist World Alliance
Washington, D.C.

¢ o ¢
Please rénew our subscription. The |
Recorder gets better .all the time!

-Mrs. John Gavitt
Westerly, RI

¢ o 4

Enclosed is my check for the Sabbath
Recorder. Enjoy it so much I couldn’t
do without it. It’s like an old frlend
when it arrives.
-Ruth K. Mosena
Bradford, RI
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missionaries, and church workers A more recent .bilI. (H.R. 682_0)
for intelligence gathering in behalf  moves closer to satisfying the Baptist
of the national state immediately  Joint Committee o,n_Pubhc Affairs.
compromises and renders ineffectual It contains a peacetime prohlbltlpn
the primary role of the religious  of the use of religious, media,
workers to be carers for the human-  academic, and other groups as a
itarian and spiritual needs of the  source of cover as well as any “‘paid
constituents they serve.”’ relationship for the collection of
In addition, the BJCPA resolution  information for intelligence.”’
stated that Christian workers are In introducing his bill (H.R. 6820),
primarily “‘agents of Jesus Christ”  Rep. Les Aspin (D., Wis.) said,
“who “must not be treated or cast  *I do not think Americans should
in the appearance of being political ~ have to wonder whether the priests

. | . agents of any government.”’ . they deal with, the professors who
¥ BAPTISTS OPPOSE A massive charter bill for the in- = guide their research, or the newsmen
' USE OF CLERGY FOR CIA telligence community is now being ~ who govern so much of our infor-
I e ——————— considered by committees in the  mation about the world are secretly

House and Senate. Introduced as  employed by the CIA.” o

» | early as February .in the Senate, Neither of the above bills prohibit

Strong support continues to grow  (S. 2284) is linked to the House “voluntary c_:qntacts”pr ‘,‘,voluntary

in the religious community for a by H.R. 6588. The present wordl_ng exchange of information’’ between

federal law which would prohibit  of this bill prohibits the use of a  individual clergy and the intelligence
the use of the clergy in the in-  relationship with a religious organi-  community. - o _ '

telligence activities of our country.  zation to establish cover for intelligence The Carter Administration, in-

The Baptist Joint Committee on  activities. The bill does not speci- cluding the CIA is against legis-

~ Public Affairs declared in a March  fically prohibit use of clergy as- 'latlon.p.rohlb.ltm.g the use of clergy

4 declaration that ‘‘the use of clergy, informants. - or religious institutions by the in-

by Rev. Leland E. Davis

o it s PR

L M. and Mrs. Shéppard celebrated their 58th
" wedding anniversary on June 27. Through

;. children nearby. ‘ .
. Mr. Sheppard was a poultry farmer for
.. -35 years and in 1960 he retired from the
-~ farm to drive the bookmobile for the Cumber- -
-land’ County Library, retiring permanently
'in 1968. He was prominent in the civic and
hurch life of his community. He was a
member of the Seventh Day Baptist Church in
Shiloh: wheré he served as moderator for 20
ded services faithfully.
ember of the Bridgeton Kiwanis
Onion.Club, Shiloh Grange,
Citizens. He was tax
ears in. Stow Creek Town-
former member of the Board
r 18 years, serving as its

- Creek, N.J. with their children and grand-

to his wife he is survived by
orence Moncrief, and a son,
, both of RD 3, Marlboro-
dgeton; seven grandchildren;
ichildren; ‘and a sister, Irene
Audubon; N.J. .
s were conducted by the Rev.
rds of Marlboro, in-the Seventh
Church of Shiloh on September

ment was in the cemetery a
-C.H.B.

Coy was born December
Iness. He was a long time
Texarkana, AR, He retired

faithful member of the
Baptist church in Texarkana.
onths poor health prevented
g church on a regular basis.
'is survived by one brother,

i L;": -L.C.
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R the years they have made their home in Stow

phic businéss some time -

v. Mynor G. Soper officiated

telligence community.

, Your voice as a citizen iS now
needed to speak out in favor ot the
latest bill, H.R. 6820. Write the
President of the U.S. and vyour
congressmen in Washington NOW. [

CENTENNIAL OF
" HELEN KELLER’S BIRTH
FOCUSING ON EVER-PRESENT
NEEDS OF BLIND

NEW YORK.—One hundred years
after the birth of the most famous
and accomplished blind woman in
history, the eyes of a nation are
focusing on the continuing needs
of the blind. -

In honor of the 100th anniversary
of the birth of Helen Keller, the
American Bible Society—the nation’s
leading supplier of Scriptures to both
the sighted and the visually-handicapped
—has launched a drive to focus
attention on the spiritual needs of
the blind.

On June 27, 1880, Helen Adams
Keller was born on a farm near
Tuscambia, Alabama. At the age
of 18 months, her sight and hearing
were wiped out with one bold stroke
of an unknown disease. After losing
her vision and hearing, she also

‘lost her powers of speech, an ability
" she never fully regained.

In spite of her multiple handicaps,
she turned away from a life of
obscyrity and instead devoted herself
to bringing attention to the needs
of those like her. Through her work,
the lives of thousands of people
were given the opportunity to be en-
riched and useful. Without her work,

- the talents of those handicapped

people would never have been realized.

Miss Keller often said the source
of her faith, hope, and courage
was in the Scriptures.

““I am always glad to bear witness

to the blessings the Bible has been
to me, Ever since 1 was a little
girl, 1 have read it constantly for
courage and for joy,”’ Miss Keller
said when she spoke before the staff
of the American Bible Society on
March 11, 1932.
. The ties between Miss Keller and
the Bible Society were close because
one of the historic and continuing
concerns of ABS has always been
providing Scriptures for the blind
and handicapped. |

In fact, ABS began providing
Scriptures for the blind in 1833,
when it helped finance Dr. Samuel
Gridley Howe in his attempt to teach

November 1980

NEW YORK, July (ABS)—For Blind People throughout the world, the chance to read
Scripture represents new hope and light in the darkness. The American Bible Society, the
nation’s leading supplier of Scriptures to the blind and visually-handicapped, has established
the Helen Keller Centennial Fund to increase its service to the blind of the world. The
complete Bible is produced in 18 volumes. In 1979, ABS distributed more than 5,500 Braille
Bibles and more than 210,000 Scriptures on records.

the blind to read ordinary letters
embossed on special paper. In 1911,
the Bible Society began producing
Scriptures in Braille, the system of

reading for the blind that is still

in use today.

It was this system of Braille, and
the Bible in Braille, that enabled:

Helen Keller to reach outside her
dark and silent world.

““I cannot recall a further-reaching
benefit to the blind,”’” she wrote

in the April 1960 issue of the American

Bible Society Record. ‘‘For wherever
the Bible goes, it carries new hope
to the handicapped and quickens
their wills to rebuild their broken
lives. We, the blind, and the seeing,
need the Bible daily if our spirits
are to strike deep roots of faith
and send up flowering boughs of
achievement far into the future.”’
During her lifetime, Miss Keller
possessed several 20-volume ABS

Braille Bibles. She read one set so

much that she wore the raised dots
off the page. Another set was
destroyed by a fire which engulfed
her home in Westport, Connecticut,
in 1946.

Still another Braille Bible belonging.
to Miss Keller is on permanent
display in the library at Bible House,

the New York headquarters of the
American Bible Society. Its well-
worn pages are testimony to her faith

and her constant reading of the book

which carried her through a lifetime
of triumph and extreme adversity.

Miss Keller’s life-long hope was
that blind people throughout the
world would be given access to those
same things sighted people have.
Today, the American Bible Society
is working toward that end by
making God’s Word available to
visually-handicapped people in a
variety of ways.

For those with impaired vision,
ABS has produced a large print

Bible in a readable low-glare type.
For blind readers, ABS publishes
both complete Bibles and individual
books of the Bible in Braille. For
those unable to read Braille, the
Scriptures are available on both
records and cassettes.

. All of these Scriptures are available
at or below cost. For thousands
of visually-handicapped people each
year, ABS Scriptures are a source
of hope, faith, and inspiration.

ABS also works with millions of
blind people around the world in
conjunction with its 63 Bible Society
partners that make up the United
Bible Societies. This international
fellowship of Bible Societies works
to provide Braille Scriptures for
blind people in a variety of languages.
Last year, special projects by UBS
were targeted to provide Scriptures
in Malagasy, Africa, Colombia in
South America, Pakistan, and
Romania, among others. .

Here in the U.S.A., many letters
to the Bible Society from blind and
visually-impaired people throughout
the nation describe the great impact
of ABS Scriptures in their lives.

“l soon became a daily reader
and student of my Braille Bible,
which has been a lifesaver to me,”’
wrote one woman. ‘‘I have never
been happier.”’ o |
- “The Bible has become a treasure .
chest of hope filled with God’s
wonderful promises,’’ wrote another.
““Christ has become a living reality
in my life.”’ |

“In the Bible I find confidence
mightier than the utmost evil,””
Miss Keller once wrote to the Bible
Society. ‘I lean on the Bible as a
courage-renewing parable that em-
braces all the catastrophies and
upward trends of history. it is a
book to live with, think from, and
die by.”

(Continued on page 22)
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~“No religious" test shall evér’bé_féqui"red as a quali- -
fication to any office or public trust under. the United "
States.”’ ~ -Article VI, U.S. Constitution.

— Editorial
POLITICAL RELIGI

This year in national politics, perhaps more so than “The presence of the right-wing Evangelicals in the

Listed in alphabetical order below are
24 pairs of letters. They form eight words
of six letters each. Read the definition
for each word, find the word pairs that
make up that word, cross them off and
place the word in the grid after the cor-
rect number. When you are finished, the
first letter of each word will spell out the
page theme of the puzzle. The answer is on

page 15.

by Linda Harris ever, we have seen religion as an important factor.  political process is a departure from their traditional
Some Evangelicals in 1980 have gone into politics and theological pattern. Historically, the" Evangelical -

in a big way. o | position has been to preach.the ‘Gospel, convert in-
S | | dividuals, and expect changed ‘individuals. to change .

Among those groups and ministers so involved and  society. We personally. agree with that approact

representing the far right are: Jerry Falwell, well-known  is Biblically accurate, theologically

television preacher who has assisted in the establishment - within the context of religious libe
~of a political religious group known as Moral Majority; RS R 8 ¥
Evangelist James Robinson; Christian Voice and Th
Roundtable as well as several others. -

AB AL AN AT AV/ ED ED “‘Are theserlght vangelica, |
in their effort to- he world wi 1 they
preach? Are'they ting to political p capture

imitting defeat

e

ED EN EN EP ER GH IM
IN HE KE . NI NS OP RA
SE TS VE

1. It rained for 40 days and 40 .

| (Genesis 7:12)

2. Nooh ____ the window.
S (Genesis 8:6)
3. Two of every kind of :
o | (Genesis 6:20)

4. The windows of were
opened. (Genesis 7:11)

4
5. He took birds and clean animals in
' | (Genesis 7:2-3)

by _ .
6. Noah knew that the waters were |
S (Genesis 8:11)
7. It _ ____enough to cause a flood.

(Genesis 7:17)

8. Noah WGs»made of all the
animals. (Genesis 6:19)

I IS —

Memory verse: “Noah did this; hé did all that God commanded him.” (Genesis 6:22, RSV)
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‘including""‘{"

Few would agree that the Christian should be excluded
from voting, holding elective office and taking part -

in the political process of the country. And it is quite
natural that we think our own political position is
the best and would be the best for the country.

However, history records that when religion plays an
important role in government, the majority religious

view is then forced on the minority and often at great

personal cost to.the minority. Seventh Day Baptists.
should be well aware of this. We all know of the role -~
of the Roman Catholic church in government in past
centuries and the Inquisition that followed for those who
were not found in the “mainstream’’ of current religious

thought and action. -

Then,y,as,,,g'(f)’w,‘ when a certain position is taken and =~
stressed by some as the‘‘Christian’’ position there is a - righ
terrible danger of intolerance. That danger was recently . - vie

. ” . f - .

- demonstrated by a statement by the president of the

Southern Be

“God Almigh
how in the
who says J
blasphemo

iristian organizations and ministers,

* We sup
of Church and State:

““We share the concerns for the deteriorating moral

~climate in America; But do Christians function as a

political party to accomplish through government struc-

tures and powers what they cannot or have not achieved :
through the proclamation of the Gospel or through the
- ministry of the Church?”’ S

Voice. :

t Convention, Bailey Smith. He stated:
es not hear the prayer of a Jew, for .
_can God hear the prayer of aman = T
hrist is not the true Messiah? It’s ~ may-
‘This statement -brought a prompt cry of ~ “m
smay from the Jewish community as well ~  an

support the recent statements of R.G. Puckett, -
Executive Director of Americans United for Separation  fa

a nation they have not aken lnthepower 0 '»e'GOSPél'?'ff

was the use of a
T

" One element in the srategy

elected to office and-others defeated:
“morality rating system” for members

Representative J

November 1980
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SE TS VE
’
1
1. It romed for 40 days and 40 T
(Genesis 7: 12) 2
2. Noah the window.
| (Genesis 8:6)
3. Two of every kind of . 3
(Genesis 6:20)
‘4. The windows of were - 4
opened. (Genesis7:11)
5. He took birds and clean animals in
by ~ (Genesis 7:2-3) 5
6. Nooh knew that the waters were
(Genesis 8:11) 6
7. It enough to cause a flood.
| (Genesis 7:17)
8. Noah was made of all the 7
animals. (Genesis 6:19)
8L L]

~ Listed in alphabetical order below are
24 pairs of letters. They form eight words
of six letters each. Read the definition
for each word, find the word pairs that
make up that word cross them off and
place the word in the grid after the cor-
rect number. When you are finished, the
first letter of each word will spell out the
page theme of the puzzle. The answer is on

| page 15.
by Linda Harris

AB AL AN AT AV ED ED
ED EN EN EP ER GH IM

IN HE KE NI NS OP RA

Memory verse: “Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him.” (Genesis 6:22, RSV)
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ever, we have seen religion as an important factor,
Some Evangelicals in 1980 have gone into politics
in a big way.

This year in national politics, perhaps more so than

Among those groups and ministers so involved and
representing the far right are: Jerry Falwell, well-known
television preacher who has assisted in the establishment
of a political religious group known as Moral Majority;
Evangelist James Robinson; Christian Voice and The
Roundtable as well as several others.

Few would agree that the Christian should be excluded
from voting, holding elective office and taking part
in the political process of the country. And it is quite
natural that we think our own political position is
the best and would be the best for the country.

However, history records that when religion plays an
important role in government, the majority religious
view 1§ then forced on the minority and often at great
personal cost to the minority. Seventh Day Baptists
should be well aware of this. We all know of the role
of the Roman Catholic church in government in past
centuries and the Inquisition that followed for those who
were not found in the ‘“‘mainstream’’ of current religious
thought and action.

Then, as now, when a certain position is taken and
stressed by some as the‘‘Christian’’ position there is a

terrible danger of intolerance. That danger was recently

demonstrated by a statement by the president of the
Southern Baptist Convention, Bailey Smith. He stated:
““‘God Almighty does not hear the prayer of a Jew, for
how in the world can God hear the prayer of a man
who says Jesus Christ is not the true Messiah? It’s
blasphemous.’’ This statement brought a prompt cry of
protest and dismay from the Jewish community as well
as from many Christian organizations and ministers,
including Baptists.

We support the recent statements of R.G. Puckett,
Executive Director of Americans United for Separation
of Church and State:

“We share the concerns for the deteriorating moral
climate in America. But do Christians function as a
political party to accomplish through government struc-

- tures and powers what they cannot or have not achieved

through the proclamation of the Gospel or through the
ministry of the Church?”’

“*No religious test shall ever be required as a quali-
fication to any office or public trust under the United
States.”’ -Article VI, U.S. Constitution.

torial

POLITICAL RELIGION

““The presence of the right-wing Evangelicals in the
political process is a departure from their traditional
and theological pattern. Historically, the Evangelical
position has been to preach the Gospel, convert in-
dividuals, and expect changed individuals to change
society. We personally agree with that approach. It
is Biblically accurate, theologically sound and proper
within the context of religious liberty.”’

‘““Are these right-wing Evangelicals admitting defeat
in their effort to reach the world with the Gospel they
preach? Are they resorting to political power to capture
a nation they have not taken in the power of the Gospel?””

One element in the strategy to get certain people
elected to office and others defeated was the use of a
“morality rating system’’ for members of Congress. This
system was produced earlier in the year by Christian
Voice. Representative John Buchanan of Alabama, a
Southern Baptist minister, was one targeted for defeat.
Buchanan, in his 16-year career in the House of Repre-
sentatives has developed a reputation as a supporter
of civil rights, human rights, as well as efforts to solve
the world hunger problem. However, those ‘‘Christians”’
who developed the morality rating system give Buchanan
only a 29 percent morallty rating based on hns votes on
selected issues.

““When one wing. of Christianity seeks to impose its
right wing views on everybody else and then twists those -
views into moral principles for judging everybody else’s
Christianity, those efforts are misguided and a heresy,” ‘
said Buchanan.

Though conceding that the Moral Majority efforts
may be ‘‘well-intentioned,”” Buchanan labeled them

“‘misguided” and ‘‘a heresy because the implication that

anything other than the Lord Jesus Christ makes us
Christians is heresy Christ makes Christians, politicai

~ decisions do not.’

The morality system of Christian Voice reveals it has
fatal flaws when a certain Congressman who received
the highest possible rating from Christian Voice was
recently indicted for his part in the Abscam scandal.
It is also interesting to note that the Bob Joneses (Jr.
and IIT) who are about as far right as one can be, pub-
licly denounced Jerry Falwell as betraying the very
principles he purportedly embraces because Elizabeth
Taylor Warner appeared in Falwell’s Lynchburg church.

(Continued on page 22) |
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and speak the truth always.
Lord, you know we do try
But we fail and fall

$0 often and so horrisly

To measure up to YOUR standards,

And we know—Oh Lord,
how well we know!—
That we must have your aid

AN GRACE, always and forever

If We are to Be
The mature, fruitful Christians
That you intended us to Be.

—Myrna BanB(—:p
' Westerly, Rl
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‘camp paul hummel

I $t00d Uupon a mountain top

With the valley far Below.

I could not see the people

OR the proBlems they miGght know.

- I marveled at the Beauty
. £ = MadesyGod's almighty hano.

T
—————— 1 e

1'was swept By deep emotion ‘
- At the wonders God had planned.

GOd's loving and saving Grace

Paul hummel surely knew.
e shared it for the AGES

In this camp for me and you.

» It was only once 1 met Paul

\ YA @ik

e e e e e R

—_Inhe autumn of his life,

paul SPOke of God's Great Goodness
MIdst Iife’s unceasing STRIfE.

If I could Give to othens

as Paul hummel surely cave,

To know that through my giving,
Some sinner Christ could save—

Claston €. Bond
Q0dGe Center, MNn
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