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The Church is unique· because it can include all 
. ages. It cap.. bridge the gap betw~en the youth 

. and the older people, setting an example for otller 
areas of life. The young and the old need each other .. 

I:. 

With this in mind, we can. look at the condition (not 
the problem) of growing older. This is one of the natural 
stages of man. Unfortunately, it is' a time of illness, 
loneliness, limited income, boredom, and a dwindling 
sense of usefulness for many. 

1 
There are many things each person can do to reach 

out to others "of a different generation. Programs such" 
as Meals on Wheels, daily phone call service, transpor
tation to shopping centers, taking recordings of chlJrch 
services to shut-ins, blood pressure screening, and auxil~ 
iary work in hospitals and nursing homes need younger 
volunteers to help older people. Senior citizens with time 
and energy to spare can share their faith, love and wisdom 
with younger people through church work and programs 
such as Foster Grandparentsand~SCORE. 

. 
All church activities need not be segregated according 

to age. In the Daytona Beach Seventh Day'. Baptist 
Church the closing exercises of Sabbath School include 
all ages. The older people enjoy seeing the children . 
re~ite the books of the Bible or. say' Bible verses from 
memory, and the attentive adult audience encourag'es 
the children. At our recent all church retreat the children . 
drew pictures to illustrate tbe Scripture passage while the 
adults studied and discussed it. At the close of each' 
session the Children shared their picture interpretations 
with the adults. Retirees participate in our young adult 
Sabbath School class occasionally. 

Our family feels richly blessed by our personal rela
tionships with older people. Nathan, 10, and Richard, 8, 
enjoy distributing and collecting the Psalm books and 
hymn books at the monthly worship service at a local 
nursing home. The patients seem to appreciate this 
opportunity to' talk with the boys. Recently my grand
mother sp~ntsome days with us. The boys thought it 
was extra special to have their great-grandmother w,ith 
us fora whole day at a time and they looked forwardto 
those days~ They.evan brought aU of their friends in to 
meet Grandma. Contact with older people has become 
familiar to the boys and has taught them respect· for 
the older people they know. Our family has enjoyed 
some special picnics, butings and shuffleboard. games 

. with older friends .who'Se children and grandchildren live 
miles away. We fill the vacuum for each other. , 

Once a month I give' an elderly lady her Vitamin B-12 
, injection. She always· seems so lonely and eager for 

company. I think the visit is as important as the injection .. 
We always visit up until the time for me to leave and 
then I give her the.injection. Phone calls for church and 
committee workhaveput me in contact with older mem- ' 
bers I didn't know as well before. I often come. away 
from the call uplifted by something I learned about that 
person. Th~ir. eagerness to talk indicates their need to 
talk with someone. . . . 

Retirement affects us all, directlY,and indirectly. We ' 
hope the following articles will help you deal with your 

'own 'retirement or that of friends and family members 
We appreciate our contributors' willingness to share 
their perspectives. 0 

April 1980 

by Janette Crouch 
, . 

-Alan and Janette Crouch, Daytona Beach, ,Florida, are .. 
members of the Daytona Beach Seventh Day Baptist,;:. 
Church. Alan is an instructor for blind adults and Janette,' 
is a registered nurse. 

, 

Alfred Perry, pushing Ruby Babcock 
up the ramp on Sabbath morning. 
Ruby, Daytona Beach SDB Church's 

"oldest member now . resides.in a 
nursing horne but her smile shows . 
the':joy of getting out to church; 

I.~, 
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WORKING .. 
·--OUTTIIE 
VISION '. . 

, '. 
. . 

. by Janet Thorngate 
- '.' 

. ; .' 

• 

-Janet Thorngale is a member of Ike Seventh 
Day &plist Church in Columbus, Ohio, which 
is exploring, the possibility of sponsoring a 
day care center for senior citizens. She is 

. assistant editor for the Educational Research 
Information Center. Her husband, Dale, is 
pastor of the Columbus SDB Church. 
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THE CHURCH RESPONDS 

., The response of the members at the meeting was mixed. 
It seemed such a huge project for our small group to 
think about. Less than two years ago we had organized . 
with fourteen charter members (not one of them over 
sixty-five). But then we thought of Lucille. After living 
in a nursing home for some time she had come to live 
with her family in our congregation. We had watched' 
her progress from Sabbath to Sabbath, ha~ seen her 
seem to come back to life, to bud and blossom. We . 
thought about our strong belief that the church is a 
family-the extended family of sisters, uncles,grand
mothers that so many of us don't' have near us since 
moving to this city. We thought of our desire to reach 
out into our community, to make contact with new' 
families, to serve in Christ's name. We realized that of 
our present membership of thirty-four, five' ar~ over· 
sixty-five and that there are now twelve older adults in , 
the larger congregation of about seventy. Perhaps this·' 
was an area of ministry to consider. 

The church voted to explore the idea. of sponsoring 
a day care center for senior' citizens. Three couples res
ponded to the call to form a planning group. At their 
first meeting they used the story board te~hniq~etQA9 
brainstorming on the purpose, people, program, staff, 
facilities, and funding for such a center. They accepted 
assignments: more calls and visits to check out present 
community services for older adults, collecting of infor
mation on bus routes and meal services, 'drafting of 
plans for staffing and board of directors, checking out 
state and county regulations. 

BUT WHAT DO WE KNOW? 

By the·second meeting ·the planning group had drafted 
a statement of purpose for the day care center an(:i a 
. description of the people it would serve. A semina V . 
student iriterested in working with the elderly joiri~d the 
group and they decided they needed to know more. 

. . They all read the book FORGOTT$N PEOPLE; by 
Catherine Brandt.. It reinforced their thinkipg so far .. 

Any expenditure of time, money or energy 
that enables the old to remain· useful, to be 
active in the church, to live in their own homes, 
or to stay ·out of a nursing home a few mote 
years or even. months, will postpone, th~ir 
dependence. Such assistance may lift them out . 
of despair and into hope.' 

It was at this poiht that we inthe gr~up became aware 
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of our own age. We were all in our thirties and forties .. 
No wonder we got stuck when we started working, on a .. 
program for people. over sixty-five. Henri Nouwen·8.· . 
AGING helped us see it too: . . , 

Our first and most important task is to help' 
the elderly become our teach~r . again a.nd to 
restore the' broken connecti s among the· 
generations ... Caring for th aging is. not a' 
special type of care. Caring for. the aged asks 
for a life style in which the generations are 

. brought into contact with each other in· a 
creative and recreative way. 3 

So we recruited Helen and Veola and Lennora 10 . 
join the planning group. Shir.ley and the pastor'gav~ 

. them an orietitoation with the story board one mOrning 
. over coffee and rolls." H~len, who says, "I've "always 
been around old people'," is operating her oW1l"senior ...•. ' 
citizens day care center" in her own home' as she 
for her elderly mother-in-law . Veola, our newest ·rn·i:Jj:rn_' 

be'r, who was eighty-five on the church's third '. 
'sary, participates in one of the city's recreation' 
for seniors and leads a Bible study in ,the senior ..... ~M-'~ ... ? 

. apartment. building where she lives. Lennora, a'.' 
ninety-one, is our inspir'ation and our joy. . ." .. ' .... ' '.' .. ' 

. ' 
When the nine met for the next meeting 

with a Bible study. Several themes emerged: 
of God's care "for the old, old age. as a rpolll!l.rl 

the righteous, the blessing of grandchildren, CQI]n.m,aQ~~",:.i 
(Ilellts to respect and honor the old, the ...... ,,,-& ~'IJ~"".H~~,-':"""" 
to theelderly~' and the bearing of fruit in . ,age."' ......... " .... :,. 
then. there are the passages about the ideal.'. ' ... " . 
T~e Day of the Lord, the New Creation, the NeW Y

.
c 
,,",C"',., 

salem-where the old and the young are pictured tC·.,getllter:, :i3. 
,rejoicing and. happy and, "those who live to be a 
will be ~onsidered young." . 

GAININp EXPERIENCE. 
/-) . 
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PLANNING 

FOR 

• 

.:. ;N" . i 'ot marty years ago retirement was litde-ta1k~ ,about, 
_. .... ..·~uch less pI'a ed fo~~'A farme.r w. ·~ .. i11d. turn ov. e .. r 

- hIs farm gradu lly to11 son and as~hls.health com-
pelled him to,hewo d slo~ up~ndthe- so~i'aIithe farm. 
This was not thou t of as retIrement. The same was 
true with merchants and other fat:nily'related businesses. 

. .. .' . . 

·Whe~. Industry. in America began to gro',V, 'l'!ensi~n 
.. , plans were set up for em~loyees, ~nd laters09lals~cunty 

-retirement plans came ~nto being, t~en ,pe~ple \V~re 
asked to quit wqrk at a given age <?r retIre. Thls,ca?1e as 
a shockto 'tnany. They thought of themselves as· fimshed, 

! unuseful. This need not be the case but justa new phase. 
REtIREMENT in living. .' " 
. V- . . c'Ho~ many time/have you wished you cOIHd spe!1d 

by K~y and Lillian Bee 

. more time visiting with. friends? Mnredays!o ·.~pef1dwlth 
. your church, or see thlOgS.~Q,\t,Jl~ver had Vf11~lor? But 
you had to go to work;'·:whatever your voca,~16n was. 

. . ",(.' 
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The apostle Paul wrote "Lei your roots grow d~wn 
into Him, and draw up nourishment from Hlm. ' ~ 
See that you keep on growing in t~e. Lord and 

become strong and vigorous in the truth you were taught." 

Duril1L' UIII I,'iill'ment years we are deeply thankful 
for Chll"II,II, ,,', 1,'lh:e'-, in various places. Following 
the (ie'II,' Ii ( \11- ','rill' in Denver in 1972, we met with' 
Rc\ _ [ '," i, I ;1 \\ i '11 '" \ 1[( h Loup,' Nebraska. He regis-
tered II ',! 111 (.lil1pm Crusade for Christ training 
at Salld \ (,1,,_, \ Llryland. Advanced training with 
Campu\ <- 11I\dCk ir)ok place in Pauling, NY, following 
services wil h Rev. Mynor Soper in some oJ our churches 
in New York state. We also met with Rev. Alton Wheele'r 
in Battle Creek, Michigan, for speCial Bible study~ 

The Lord led us to serve in several places, as coordin~ 
ated by Leon Lawton and Mynor Sop'er. The schedule 
took us to Verona, NY; Houston, Texas; and Farina, 
Illinois; as well as helping with the Light Bearers for . 
Christ. Helpful experiences were received by involvement . 
in Basic Youth Conflicts, and our denominational 
. Church Growth programs in West Virginia and Florida . 

. Willie StargeU of the Pittsburgh Pirates has recently . 
been quot~d as saying "You pull up an old tree from the 
ground and move it, say, to California: Well, you can 
damage the roots. H We find that by bemg transpla1}ted . 
in various places, the roots become more numerous, 
and become stronger. We find that as we have traveled 
around and visited 'our churches, our roots are extended 
outward as well as downward. 

We planned our retitement in ~970, and had our air
stream trailer and a car to pull 1t ready when we left 

. our teaching positions in 1971. We started fqr Nova . 
Scotia in ,September and spent our first night by. the' 
Parish House in Ashaway, RI. It was eleven months 
and 31 ,000 miles later when we camped by 'our North 
Loup, N~braska, church and met with' Leon Lawtort; . 

The l~vedones and friends we have enjoyed in' our " 
churches·calJ,surely be considered branches in outlFee "., 
of life. These· friends extend froQl Berlin, NY, to'Los 
Angeles; from Seattle to DaytonaBeach,Florida; Dod~e 
Center, Minrtesota, to Texas; and now from MalaWI, 
Africa, to'th~ Philippines. 

Just as thrilling have been the experiences during the 
more recent t.ravels and visits. We continue to serve.the 
Lord wherever we are. 

Peter writes 'ot the steps in spiritual growth" from 
faith, resolution, knowledge, self-control, godliness,. to 
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. who also need someone." It took only one visit to see 
loneliness on every side. Picture the feeling as you walk 
down the halls thinking which ones should be visited. 

~ 

Here is a woman who speaks mostly in French. She 
has Parkinson's disease and so is tied in a wheel chair. 
After only a few visits as soon as I appeal'" her face lights 
up, her restlessness ceases and, although I cannot under
stand but fifty percent of what she says, I know by her 
face my v~sit has given her hope for a little while. 

Then there is the very intelligent lady who was a teacher 
and librarian all her life. She suffered a stroke four 
years ago and·hashad t.o remain in bed ever since. She 
is so happy to see someone who cares that one can hardly 
leave her room to visit others. "Did you bring a story 
to read? Read, one more poem. Stay and talk a little 
longer. " 

Down the hall is a ninety-year-old lady. She has been 
there seven years. She has made it a practice to visit the 
rooms of any newcomers in her area to help them adjust 
to this life of loneliness that they must now face. Now 
she is confined to her bed through numerous falls, and 
no one comes to help her adjust to an inactive life. She 
feels helpless as the walls of her room close in around 
her. She need the encouragement she has 'given ,to others 
but she has no relatives, and friends of former years 

'seemingly have forgotten that she exists. Even the ones 
who live in the Home and CQuid come in their wheel 
chairs have forgotten her kindness so quickly~ 

, The list goes on and on. My heart bleeds for the many 
there who need someone who cares. At first several 
asked me "Do you have a relative here you come to see 
each week?" "No, I just came to see you." '.'Why?" 
When I try to explain my coming I find they are amazed 

. and they open up with their problems ~nd heartaches.' 

-:IrisMaltby,. South Daytona, i 
Florida is a member of the, 

,Daytona Beach Seventh Day r 
'Baptist Church. Iris is a retired, . 
'teacher. 
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MY WIDOW'S DAZEl" -~ 
• • . ,". J •• 

, " 

l 
. by Brita Wicklund 

~ 
, , , ." 

. .. began the morning of July', 14, 1975. ~ 

My husband of 34 years was lying in the hideaway bed 
in our living room, which had been his bed for the past 
year because of ill health. Many times during the night 
hours Harold had to get up and use the spray machine 
to clear h~s lungs so he could breathe more easily. 

Cocoa, our faithful poodle of manytyears, usually 
bounded to his feet and greeted me happily as soon as 
I opened the bedroom door which led into the living room. 
B\lt this morning he lay quietly near my husband and 
just looked up at me in silence. I felt something was 
wrong, and rightly so. Glancing over at Harold, I knew 
God had taken him. 

} 

Though Harold had not been well because of his, Bron
chitis/asthmatic condition, his death was unexpected. 
He had been to his doctor just the Monday before and 
everything had been fine. A few days later he was dead, 
and lbecame a widow. 

Being a Christian soldier, I accepted his death and 
thanked God for the years we had together. It had not 
been always sunshine-there was much darkness along 
the way, but there had been much joy! The sudden de
parture was difficult to understand, and the days that 
followed were a struggle to adjust. There was indeed a 
sad and lonely daze surrounding me. 

Soon I found myself living in my daughter's home. I , 
did enjoy the grandchildren daily, yet I felt I should be 
elsewhere. My sister Greta lived ina retirement center, 
for senior citizens in Miami, and she encouraged me to 
join her there. Three months after Harold's death, I 
was settled in a nice efficiency apartment. The days' 
brightened gradually: . 

There was a fine Christian lady living across the hall 
, from me, and because of our mutual interest and love 
for Jesus Christ and the Scriptures, we became good 
friends. We had our small Bible lessons and devotions 
in each other's apartment. (' 

But Faye soon went home to the Lord, and I began to 
have thoughts of moving back where I would be closer 
to my grandchildren. ,I discovered another retirement 
center, Good Samaritan Village in "Kissimmee, which 
offered much more in every way to senior citizens,' es
pecially those who are handicapped, as lam. April 
of that year (1977), I moved to Kissimmee, in central 
Florida, only about two hours from my daughter. A 
very good friend was happy to move me and my belqI'lgings 
to my new home. On the way, w~ asked God to stand 
by me; and provide at least one Christian friend in Kis
simmee. Did He? Oh yes! Not one,but many! ' 

April 1980 0 

There is a Christian (non-denominational) church here,;;f~ 
complete with a full-time minister, assistant, organist,',;:! 
pianist, and a wonderful choir made up of senior citizens--:l ' 
who can still sing! Y 

, We also have a cable TV system with our own channel,l 
so every church service is broadcast, and those of us! 
who find it difficult to walk to church can watch and'" 
listen in our apartments. The Sunday night meeting is:~,j 
also broadcast, and sometimes there are lively testimoriiesti,~~v 
My heart just sings these days! For there is such a, fineL<'(( 
Christian atmosphere here. NoC-a day passes but \Vhad';\~ 
my Christi~n friends stop by, to ask hOW:}.,; ~tp;;~ndis';;;;:I{ 
there anythmg they can do for me? There IS so <httle H\;~;: 
can do in return, but I have found an outlet: crecheting,;1' 
slippers and booties for those confined to thenursirig home.~ ! 

The third Sunday I washere happened to byIXlY birth-', 
day. A most pleasant surprise came my way. A small: 
ensemble from the Salvation Army band and ~' gr.oup of 
songsters gave a concert at the church tnat afternoon., ,;;1 

My parents had been Salvation Army officers,andl was:,,<,t 
a Salvationist until my marriage. I sat with tea;rs rt,lI1ning::J 

, down my cheeks, listening to the familiar songs. If truly}"': 
tugged at this heart of 67 years (then)! Unknownto the ,'; 
visiting Salvationists, their music and testimonies gave;;, ,'; 
me a much needed boost. ' ' 

I thanked God again for His goodness to me, all through , 
the years, and most of all because my widow's daze is now ' 
behind me, and I have peace again within my heart. 0 . 

-Brita Wicklund, Kissimmee, Florida, is a nonresident 
member of the Daytona Beach Seventh Day Baptist Church., 
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THE 
PROBLEM 
OF 

'THE 
'ELDERLY 
'PARENT 

by Clara L. Beebe 

/' 

"Grow old along with me, the best is yet to be 
The last oj life, for which th? first was made. 
Our times are in His hand, Who hath the whole as planned, 
Fear not, trust God, nor be afraid. "-Browning 

"If a man live many years and rejoice in themal!; 
yet let him remember the days of darkness; for they 

shall be many. All that cometh is vanity. " 
-Ecclesiastes 11:8 

l 

Thus two poets, ages apart, dep~t"''''growing ola: 
One thinks of aging as a time of fulfillment, the 

. other considers.it a depressing fact. Truly, growing 
old does come to most of us, unless one dies young, 
and escapes the aging process. 

~' , 

For those of us who live to "the Golden Years" there 
are three choices: to live on at the Old Homestead, 
with or without a 'companion; to live in a rest home, 
eking out the days in loneliness and frustration; or to 
live with a son or d~ughter, or a friend, in their hom~. " 

" 
The last choice was .that of Cliff and me, when it 

became evident that because of his serious illness, II 
could not care for him in our house in Alabama. We 
came to Daytona Beach" to the home of Qurd(lughte't 
Anne and her husband Otis, so that she could help care 
for her Dad~ , 

He Hved only a few days after our moving. But I have 
lived on here, in acomfortableroqm,of my own, where 
lam free to read, write, sew or rest as I wish. The home , 
was 9pened to ine, but not 9nly the home.'ldearts were' 
opened too.' , , ' 

, When a parent comes to live with a sonor a daughter, ' 
the first thing to be resolved is that each needs to respect, 
the others' privacy, not grudgingly but lovingly. Loving 
,respect is the secret of how two generations' can live 
harmoniously under one roof. If all are caring Christians 
that is not too hard. " , 

, If the "live-in" parent can contribute in some way to 
the life of the family, that is good. No one, adult or 
youth, likes to feel useless. Too many elderly folks are 
relegated to "the rocking chair." I am glad to be able 
to help with the housekeeping, and also to enter into the 
life of the church. Too many people in their later years 

, tend' to 'feel that life holds nothing for them. Why, 
, because one is "three score years and ten" or even more, 
should one not keep an active, alert mind, alild'do an 
many'useful things as strength and ability will allow?D 

-Clara Beebe, Ormond Beach, Florida, d member of 
the Paint Rock, Alabama, Seventh Day Baptist Church, 
is active in the Day(onaBeach church now. Clara served 
many years with her husband, the late Clifford,Beebe, 
in various Seventh Day Baptist pastorates. 
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M' other and D, ad, ,wheri it ge~s. to t.he poin, t wh, ere you 
are not able to manage, hvmg III your own home, 

. Otis and I would' like to have you come live 
with us." This decision was the outcome of a family con
fere~e, at the time of Mother and Dad's Golden Wedding 
Anniversary, in August 1972. That time came, in September 
'1978, after Dad had become paralyzed from above the 
waist,a combination of cancer and a stroke. We had 
planned for their coming into our home for six years, 
but were able to give Dad a home with us for' only a 
week. We have been fortunate enough to have Mother 
with us ever since.;] " 

"Anne, how are you able to get along, two women 
under the same roof?" This question came from my 
brother David, this last Christmas, and the answer is 
what I want to'attempt to share with others. 

First of all, Otis and I are not making a nome for 
Mother. She is helping us to ntake our home an even 
happier place that it was previously. Of course, it really, , 
helps that my husband and my mother do not consider 
each other as "in-laws." They are "in-loves," and that 

, attitude reigns in our home. Our mutual love and respect , 
for each other, for our fellow man, but most of all, " 
for our Savior and our God, are what make it not only 
a possibility but an actuality, that two adult generations 
can live together harmoniously. 

. , I 
In the Practical Nurse program, where I am studying, 

we are learning many principles to help return the ~1l 
person to health. The major point that I have learned" 
. is "If you don't use it, you'll lose it."This principle 
certainly applies to Mother. Our home is Mother's 
home, and she certainly' does more, that her share in 
using it, and herself. Since I am not only going to schOOl, 
but working part-time as a nursing assistant in a hospital, 
and Otis works acrazy 12-hour night shift,M()theth~s 
made herself very useful, and does most' of theligbl 
housework, cooking delicious meals for us, mending,'etc. 

Mother has her own bed/sitting room, with her OWIl 
I furniture, books, records, etc., where she can sequester 

herself when she wants to getaway from the rest of 
us, to write letters, read, rest,or whatever, but the rest 
of the house is her home too, the home that we all share. , 

So our' answer to living happily with an "aged" , 
parent is: love, respect, sharing, faith, and let them 
"use what they have" and they won't be "aged" any 
more than my active Mother is, and you will be blessed,. 

"A face-where there is written line by line-the 
manuscript of life; the o}Jen sign-displaying what the' 
changing years have wrought-Eyes where joy lights up 
each passing thought. Hands grown ,frail with work do~e 
willinglY-in the service of Love"s ministry ... Old IS 
beautiful.' ~ ;.Unknown 0 

. -Anne Lastinger, Ormond Beach, Florida, is a member 
oj the Dizytona Beach Seventh Day Baptist, Church. 
Anne is currently studying to become a licensed practical 

, nurse. 
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Children, obey your~arents in the 
Lord (as His representatives) for this 
is just and right. Honor (esteem 
and value as precious) your father 
and mother; this is the first com
mandment with a promise. " 

-Ephesians 6: 1,2 (Amplified NT) 
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SHARING 
A HOME 
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AN AGED 
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W. Stanley Moo 
of World Vision I neYha~, president 
a letter to the S nternatJonal, wrote 
~!neral Confere~~~nl~tD~y Baptist 

re are som ' ecember 
special J' e .excerpts: "It' . 
Ch' oy to Wnte IS a 
. ~Istmas seaso You ~uring ,this 

CHRI§TIAN 
SOCIAL-ACTION 
BUIJIJEIlN BOARD 

Cl~t~on for YOU;'i expreSSlllg appre
mmJstr!es of W nvestm.e~t in the 
behalf of the 'I orld VISlon. On 
recei east ones' h . Ve new ho e' Jj """",I,,\l, o"'will 
gJ~ts, We do thfn ecause of YOur 
chIldren, thetrue/'~ou. As God's 
:nd the joy of givig~r!t of Christmas 

In Mark 14:3-9, a woman "wasted" 
a bottle of very costly perfume by 
pouring it over Jesus' head. When 
some people present protested that 
the perfume could have been sold 
and the money given to the poor, 
Jesus defended her action, saying that 
she had done what lay in her power 
to do for Him. What she had done 
was generous; she could have kept 
'the perfume for her own use, but in
stead gave it up for Jesus. 

In answering the woman's critics, 
Jesus pointed out that they have the 
poor among them always, so they can 

, help them whenever they like, (verse 
7). They would not always have Jesus, 
for He was todie. His not possible 
for us today to anoint Jesus' head 
with perfume. But there are always 
poor people to be helped, and when
ever we like· we can forego our luxuries 
and give the money to them .. 

The same Jesus who asked a wealthy 
ruler to sell everything He had and 
di~tribute to the poor (Luke 18: 18-27), 
the same Jesus' who listed feeding 
the hungry among the criteria for en
tering heaven (Matthew 25:31-46), 
could never have given us reason to 
thjnk that we should not help the poor. 

, Ime of the year IS ours at every 
pray about the pr~g/ou think and 
many of the hUrt' ems facing so 
P~ople in OUr World lng, and hungry 
WIll giVe You a 'I hope that God 
peace and assur rea sense of His 

, III COntroL It's an~ th~t He is still 
Couragement to a 1essmg and en
that you are aw my heart to know 
have reSPonded .are of the need and 
Way." The In Such a meanin 
been I' amount of $222 28 gful 

J orwarded t . had 
from SeVenth Day' BO ~ orld Vision 

, aprJsts' . 

When we live 0 1 . 
may be sharedn~t ess so l.hat more 
freed to assist ?nly IS money 
zations which mi c~antable organi-
need, but We will ~I:~eb to people in 
more money to Our We. able t? give 
and to Our churche orld MIssion . s. 

The Centralia, Washington, Seventh 
Day Baptist Church has been giving 
some help to a group of "Boat 
People" refugees being cared for by 
another Baptist church nearby. The 
Daytona Beach, Florida, SOB Church 
has given household items to a family 
of refugees soon to arrive from Viet
nam. The actual sponsors for the 
family are members of the Alliance 
Community Church. The Milton, 
Wisconsin, SDB Church is also co
operating with other local churches 
in the resettlement of a refugee 
family. If other Seventh Day Baptist 
churches are involved in this type of 
ministry, let us hear what you are doing. 

I 

r 

• MEMPHIS, TN: "Our newest 
member came from a Fair Booth 
contact. So Fair Booths can work! 
P .T.L. We've also had several first 
time visitors and contacts in the past 
few weeks. 'We are now into our 
ninth week of the WORD OF TRUTH 
and we feel that will extend our 
visibility." Pastor Shoffner also 
writes, "There are so many good 
things happening in Memphis it's 
hard to mention them all." 
• BRAZIL: The 4th National SDB 
Youth Congress held in January at 
Joinville, SC, had an attendance of 
about 500 including "50 visitants 
of sabbatarian Christians from 
Uruguay and Argentina and two 
young members of our church who 
live in Paraguay." Their leaders 
invited us to attend their annual 
Conference in Argentina (March 13) 
and Uruguay (October 80) ... but we 
have a great problem to resolve: 
they expect that we must go at least 

'with two full buses of brothers!" 
-Ruben Nisio 

• SAN DIEGO, CA: Regular Sabbath 
Eve services are being held in a chapel 

, led by Pastor Russell Havens and 
encouraged by the Pacific Coast 
Association evangelism committee. 
The WORD OF TRUTH is also 
being broadcast over XENiO which 
is heard in the seven southwestern 
states. Pray for these new ministries. 
• BURMA: New church buildings 
can be linked to growth. Secy. L.S. 
Thanga writes, "After successful 
construction of a new church last 
year (at Tahan) five families became 
new members., In Tuingo village 
where we built a church last year, 
four families wefe added as new 
members. During 1980 we are planning 
to build churches at Kanaan, Zonuam 
(rebuilding of the old one) 'and at 
Letpanchaung village. These pro
jects have to be discussed at the 
Burma SDB Conference annual ses
sion at Tahan, March 19-22, 1980." 
• WASHINGTON, DC .. .led estab
lished SOB churches in the total 
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A prayer Reminder 
, for Each Day!! 

" . ./ 

number of accessions in 1979-14. 
And they listed 9 more new members 
in the February RECORDER. What 
has caused growth in Washington, 
DC? The listing in the Yellow Pages. 
The new large sign in front of the 
Church Center.' The WORD OF 
TRUTH radio broadcast on aVA 
station Sabbath morning, with an 
invitation to attend services that day. 
The visitation of all new contacts 
by a team following the Evangelism 
Explosion guidelines. Prayer. Ex
pectation. Asking people to join a 
Discovery Class during. Sabbath 
School taught by the pastor. Becoming 
a "mother" to a new congregation
Central, MD-encouraging such 
"offspring". Taking Church Growth 
seriously. 
• EVANGELISTIC OUTREACH
BRAZIL: During October !December 
1979 workers "traveled nearly 10,500 
miles in four states and another 
country, covering 47 days. In the 
national territory they visited 14 
churches or groups, one, of which 
was to assist the neW group at Pombal 
(PB) and another to open new work 
at Tres Logoas, MT. Their travels 
included, the states of Paraiba (PH), 
Sao' Paulo (SP), Parana (PR), and 
Mato Grosso do Sui (MT) and the 
neighboring country of Uruguay." 
Secy. Ruben Nisio concludes his 
letter, "We beg your constant prayers 
on behalf of our evangelistic work 
in Brazil-as we do the same for 

, regarding yours-' for the progress of 
God's Kingdom cause. God bless 
you all." . 

MAY 1980 

Verse for the month: "We can make 
our plans, but the final outcome is 
in God's hands. Commit your work 
to the Lord, then it will succeed. " 
'\ -Provo 16:1,3 LB 

PRAYFOR: /~ 

I-New friends I can love and s~for Christ 
2-Pastor Jose Alegre, Melbourne, Australia 
3-SSMO-Sabbath School Mission Offering 

at my church 

4-The Hays family, staff, and residents at 

':J "t:-

r~ \t. 

Sunshine Mountain , 
5-Women's Board· Denver/Boulder, CO and '! 

its officers ! 
,6-Missionaries David and Bettie Pearson ' 

in Malawi, Africa } 
, 7-Summer Christian Service Corp (SCSC) i 

workers and fraining staff ~ 
8-Evangelism project in Brazil, South ~ 

America/N.G. Schunemann \ ~" 
9-Executive Secretary K. Duane Hurley, ! 

Plainfield, NJ i 
IO-Pastors, ministerial students and those !, 

God is calling into ministry , 
i 

II-Crandall High School Board, Kingston, 
Jamaica 

I2-The new congregation at Springfield, MO, 
and Pastor Ken Hatcher 

13-Bro. Jin Sung Kim, Sung Nam City, 
Seoul, Korea 

14-Field Pastor john Camenga and home 
meetings held in North Carolina 

15-Those of like faith in Cameroon, West 
Africa/praise God for new believers 

16-Evangelist Mynor G. Soper's ministry at 
Mill Yard SDB Church, London, England 

17 -Eastern Association meetings at Marlboro, 
NJ SDB church 

18-Seventh Day Baptists in Germany-for 
their leadership need 

19-200 SDBs giving $200. during 1980 desig-

~ 
J 
I !, 
~ 

I 
I 
j 

nated for missions ' I' 

20-Rodney and Camille Henry, missionaries 
10 Cebu City, Philippines 
., I· 21-My pastor! What can I do to make his 
work load a little lighter? 

22-The retreat and camp ministries in Guyana, ~ 
S. Amer./Pastor Sam Peters I 

23-Members of Decision to Discipleship prayer 
, and Bible study groups 

24-Thank God for the blessings of the SaiJbath! 
. Share them with others 

• SHANGHAI, CHlNA: Correspon- 25-0utreach and extension through full fi-
dence has begun with T.M. Chang nancial support of Our World Mission 
and his family. "We have reason 26-Jan Lek,\> SOB World Federation field 
to rejoice because the church which I man in Europe and the new publication 

I d f ' ~ 27-My life! am I a reflection of Jesus for was c ose' or so many years I 
! all to see? how can I improve? 

has resumed worship service since i 28-Dean Herbert E. Saunders as he prepares 
last Sept. 2nd. Although at present I for the Institute sessions in June 
only three churches, have opened and I 29-Medical Assistant Mhura at Makapwa 
our own Grace (SDB) Church is 'I~,' Hospital, Malawi, and his staff 
still used as a factory warehouse, .30-A substantial beginning for "doubling in 

the decade" (1980- (990) 
yet we do rejoice because we may '1:1 31-Those spending the Sabbath alone in home 
now worship again ... " (Feb. letter) ~ or hospital or nursing home 

i!:o:-,u'",H-'=';~~~'~'~~I~~C' r=X'P' 'I::'i\ 
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.The Centralia, Washington, Seventh 
Day Baptist Church has been giving 
some help to a, group of "Boat 

'People" refugees being cared for by 
another Baptist church nearby. The 
Daytona Beac~, Florida, SOB Church 
has given household items to a famHy 
of refugees soon to arrive from Viet
nam. The actual sponsors for the 
family are members of the Alliance 
Community Church. The Milton, 
Wisconsin, SDB Church is also co
operating with other local chtlfches 
in the resettlem~nt. of. a refugee 
,family. If other Seventh Day Baptist 
churches are involved in this type, of 
ministry, let us hear what you are doing. 

I A frayer Reminder 
.(: for Each Day!! 

Iii 

l 

.MEMPHIS, TN: "Our newest number of accessions in 1979-14. 
member came from a Fair Booth And they listed 9 more new members 
contact. So Fair Booths can work! in the February RECORDER. What 
,P.T.L. We've also had several first has caused growth in Washington, 
time visitors and contacts in the past 'DC? The listing in the Yellow Pages. 
few weeks. We are now into our The new large sign in front of the 
ninth week ofthe WORD OF TRUTH Church Center. The ,WORD OF 

\ 

and we feel that will extend our TRUTH radio broadcast on a VA 
visibility." Pastor Shoffner also station Sabbath morning, with an 
writes, ~'There are so many good invitation to attend services that day. 
things happening in Memphis it's The visitation of all new contacts 
hardto mention them all." by a team followjng the Evangelism' 
,.BRAZIL: The 4th National SDB Explosion guidelines; Prayer. 'Ex-
Youth Congress held in January at pectation .. Asking people to join a 
Johtville~ SC, had an attendance of Discovery Class quringSabbath 
about 500 including "50 visitants School taught by the pastor. Becoming 
of sabbatarian Christians from a "mother" to a new congregation-
Uruguay .and Argentina and two Central, MD-encouraging such 
young members of our church who "offspring" . Taking Church Orowth 
live in Paraguay. " Their leaders seriously. ., 
invited 'us to attend their annual • EVANGELISTIC OUTREACH-
ConfereJice in Argentina (March 13) BRAZIL: During OctoberlDecember 
and Uruguay (Qctober 80) ... but we 1979 workers "traveled neatly 10,500 
have a great problem to resolve:' miles in' four states ~nd another 
they expect that we must go at .Ieast country, covering 47 days. In the 
with two full buses of brothers!" national territory they visited 14 

-Ruben Nisio churches or groups;' one of which 
• SAN DIEGO, CA: Regwar Sabbath was to assist the. new group at 'Pol1Jbal 
Eve services are being held in a chapel (PB) and another tQ open new' work 
led by Pastor Russell Havens and at Tres Logoas, MT. Their travels 
encouraged by the Pacific Coast included the states' of Paraiba (PB), 
Association evangelism committee. Sao Paulo (SP), Parana (PR), and 
The WORD OF TRUTH is also Mato Grosso do Sui (MT) and the 

. being broadcast over XEMO whic,h neighboring country: of Uruguay." 
, is heard in the seven southwestern Secy. Ruben Nisio concludes his 
states. Pray for these new ministrjes.letter, "We beg your consbmt prayers 
• BURMA: New church buildings on behalf of our evangelistic" work 
can be linked ~o growth. Secy. L.S. in· Brazil-as we do the same for 
Thanga writes, "After successful regarding yours-for, the· progress of 
construction of a new church last God's Kingdol11' cause .. God. bless, 

. year (at Tahan) five families became you all." , .' ", 
new 'me,mbers. In Tuingo village • SHANGHAI, CHINA: Correspon-

'where we built a church last year, dence has begun with T.M. Chang 
four families were added as new and his family. "We have reason 

" men,~~During 1980 we are planning to rejoice because the church which 
, tQ;bUil4 churches at Kanaan, Zonuam was' closed for so many years 
,(~~huilding of the o'id one) and at has resumed worship service since 

: ,', ,~etpanchaung village. These pro- last Sept. 2nd. Although at present 
• .',:', jects-have to be discussed at the only three churches have opened and 

.. B,urma SDB Conference annual ses- our own. Grace, (SOB) . Church is' 
,;;s~9n at Tahan, March 19-22, 1980." . still used as a factory warehouse,' . 
, ·.WASHINGTON, DC .. Jed estab-' yet we do rejoice because we may 
. lished SDB churches in the total now worship again ... " (Feb I letter)· 

.' 

" 

MAY 1980. " ", 

Verse for the Imonth: uWe can;"ake cl~} , . 
our plans, but the fina~ outcome is 12{" 
in God's hands. Commit your work .' 
to the Lord, then it will succeed. "., ','.' 

. , ·Prov. 16:1;3 LB 

PRAYFOR: 

l-New friends I can love and serve for Christ' 
2-Pastor Jose Alegre, Melbourne, Australia· 
3-SSMO-Sabbalh Schoo/Mission Offering 

at my church ' 

, 4~The Hays family, staff, and residents at"' . 
Sunshine Mountain . 

5-~ome~'s Board - DenverlBoulder, CO ~d. 
Its officers, ".' , . ,,) , . '. 

6-Missionaries David'iind Bettie Pearson: ••.. "',':;,[\i;;. 

in Malawi, Afric~ 
.7 -Summer Christian Service Corp 

workers and training staff 
8-Evangelism project in.Ura,zil, 

America/N.G. Schunemann . 
?-Executive Secretary K.· Duane H':Ifley~ 

Plainfield, NJ '.. ( 
JO-Pastors, 'ministerial students and those "",;;Ii",',e·',':i';;i:· 

God is calling into ministry 
, 

II-Crandall High School Board, Kingston,,': 
Jamaica 

12-The new congregation at Spring~ield, MO, . 
and Pastor Ken Hatcher ,. . 

I3-Bro. Jin Sung Kim, Sung Nam City, .. 
. Seoul, Korea 

I4-Field Pastor. John Camenga and home 
meetings held in NorthCatolina . 

IS-Those of like faith -in Cameroon, West . 
Africa/praise God for new believers ' , 

I6-Evangelist Mynor G. Soper's . 
Mill Yard SDB Church, London En~:ninld;: 

17 -Eastern Association'meetings at 1\An"/Hl"lr'A, 

NJ SDB church .. 

I8-Seventh Day Baptists in 
their leadership need ' 

19-200 SDBs giving $200. dui-ing 1980 u.~ •• ,."'.,.. 

nated for missions . 
20-Rodney and Camille Henry, missioniarie:S\'c 

in Cebu City, Philippines 
2I-My pastor! What can I do to make 

work load a little lighter? 
22-The retreat and camp ministries in 

S. Amer./Pastor Sam Peters 
23-Members of Decision to Dis(:iole.yhiD 1J1·.:n"'1,' 

and Bible study groups ". 
24-Thank God for the blessings .of the Sil' 'Math! 

Share them with others 

~ __ w-______ ~ ____ ~~~~~ 



"Send Us a 'Paul'!" , 

As reported in last month's Sabbath Recorder, the 
Seventh Day Baptist World Federation last year com
missioned Jan Lek of the Netherlands as.a special emissary 
to Seventh Day Baptist-related churches in Europe. 
His tas~ was to facilitate two-way communication: to 

. take greetings and assurances of support to the churches 
from the World Federation, and to bring back reports 
from the churches, on their status, their plans, their 
needs. 

As secretary of the Netherlands conference of Seventh 
Day Baptists, as a vice-president of the World Federation, 
and with fluency in English, Dutch and German, Mr. 
Lek was well-suited to the task. Already maintaining 
excellent communications between his conference and 
the World Federation, and working to increase cooper
ation between the Dutch and British Seventh Day Baptists, 
on this mission he sought to strengthen relationships 
with German Seventh Day Baptists and open com
munication with a conference of Sabbath-keeping 
Christians behind the Iron Curtain in Poland. Last 
month's Sabbath Recorder article summarized the very 
detailed report that Mr. Lek filed wIth the World Feder
'ation at the completion of his travels. Now, we would 
like to share some of his conclusions. 

The Seventh Day Baptist churches in Europe need, 
our support. The historical churches in England have 
survived the three centuries since the founding of our 
faith there, but sometimes by the narrowest of margins. 
Now they are fighting to make a comeback with a mem
bership composed almost entirely of Seventh Day Baptists 
who have moved to England from Jamaica. They ask 
for assistance in outreach. 

Our churches in the Netherlands recently passed the 
. century mark in their history, and the commitment of 
their members is known worldwide among Seventh 
Day Baptists, as evidenced by their sacrificial support 
of missions and t,heir exemplary lifestyles of Christian 
obedience, but now there are less than one hundred 
members and death has taken a number of their veteran 
leaders in rec(,':nt years. 

Similarly in Germany., the ,dedicated tithing of our 
fellow Seventh Day Baptists has benefitted many around 
the world, but where 25 churches with 450 members' 
grew up in the late 1930s now there are 25 members in 
just a couple churches. In Poland, the door to increased 
fellowship is tentatively opened, but the initiative is 
largely ours . 

. What will we do? 
Jan Lek reported, "In my opinion there should be 

a missionary for Europe," and listed these qualifications: 
able to support these struggling and scattered groups of 
believers; able to direct them in outreach; willing to travel 
extensively; and able to speak English, Dutch and German. 
A German Seventh Day Baptist said, "Send us a 'Paul'!" 
The World Federation concurs. We cannot fail to be . 
supportive of our brothers and sisters in Europe; we 
cannot afford to lose our witness to that continent. 

Two questions remain: is there someone who meets 
. the qualifications and who is ready to answer the call, 
or someone chaUengedby the call who would be willing 
to prepare for the mission? and are there conferences, 
associations, churches, individuals, who are ready to 
shoulder the burden of supporting this great work for the 
'80s? Please let us know. 0 

-Tom Merchant, president, Seventh Day Baptist World Federation. 

15 

""i';'·'" .",-:" 

'0 . 

:'1 
"il 

;j 



I 
I i, , 

, '~ , 

~ 
~ 

f 

Ijj) 

, 
Ninety years after our mission to China was begun, our missionaries again 

were caught in the crossfire of armed conflict, as China fell victim to Japanese 
aggression in 1937. This time, however, it was the foretaste of world war, 
and before our mission could celebrate its centennial, some of our missionaries 
would be interned in concentration camps, all would be forced to leave 
China, and our mission would be closed, perhaps permanently, at least 
for three decades. 

r 

Initial hostilitieshaIted work at Liuho and hindered operations in 
Shanghai. For their safety, most of our missionaries were sent home to 
America. However, in late 1938 Dr. Grace Crandall and Anna West, 
the two missionaries who had remained in China were rejoined by the doc
tors Rosa Palm borg and George Thorngate and nur'se Miriam Shaw, and 
the reunited medical team provided treatment 10 thousands of war-wounded 
and -diseased in Shanghai. 

Meanwhile, the schools continued with little interruption, showing en
rollments of 500 boys and 450 girls, and the Shanghai church reached out 
to the community, providing a meeting space to many other churches, schools 
and social service organizations that had lost their facilities in the fighting. 

In the following year, d~e Eugene Davises, Mabel West, and Dr. Thorngate's 
family returned to China while Dr. Crandall tOok a much-deserved leave. 
The Shanghai and Liuho mission properties were repaired, and the school 
enrollments increased to 600 boys and 500 girls, but before there could be 
much rebuilding of pr9gram, once again the missionaries were asked to 
vacate the area for their own safety. Dr. Palmborg, Mrs. Thorngate and 
her children returned to America, and Dr. Crandall traveled to unoccupied 
China with her adopted daughter, a physician, to try to establish a new 
medical work there. Remaining in Shanghai were Dr. Thorngate, the Eugene 
Davises, and the West women - sisters Anna- and Mabel, and mother Nettie. 

On March 25, 1942, Anna West died after 31 years of missionary service, 
first as a teacher in the girls school, and then succeeding Susie Burdick as 
principal. Both Eugene Davis and Dr. Crandall were reported seriously 
ill but showing some signs of recovery. 

In early 1943 the Davises and Dr. Thorngate were ordered to concentration 
camps; Mabel and Nettie West were placed under surveillance. Finally, in 
October of that year the Davises and Dr. Thorngate were' exchanged for 

-Japanese prisoners of was and returned to America; Suffering from illness 
and in advancing years, the Davises retired after spending most of a 35-year 

-period as missionaries in China. Dr. Thorngate became a physiciap in the 
Navy and in that way was able to visit the China mission as the war dragged on. 

For a short while before the surrender of the Japanese, the West women, too, 
were taken to a concentration camp. 

Then, the war was over: the Wests were released, Dr. Crandall returned 
to Shanghai, the Thorngates were in China once again, and the mission 
marked its looth anniversary with a record 1,400 students in the schools 
and more than 500 members in the church. 

Sadly though, illness claimed the life of Dr. Crandall in that cehtennial 
year. Under the leadership of her adopted daughter, the mission hastened 
to open a hospital building at Liuho in her memory. The Crandall Building 
was dedicated Dec. 7, 1947, one hundred years after the founding of our 
China mission and thirty-seven years after Grace Crandall's arrival in China.' 
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"The End" or "To Be Continued"? 

Sarah Becker, another nurse and the 
last Seventh Day Baptist Missionary 
sent to China, arrived to supervise 
the medical work and nurses' training, 
but she was forced to leave less 
than two years later as war threatened 
our mission once again. Finally, 
in April 1950 the Thorngates, our, 
last missionaries in China, were forced 
to vacate as the Nationalist forces 
retreated to Taiwan and a Communist 
government was established in main
land China. 

What did they leave? Valuable 
mission property, yes, but far more 
important: hundreds of Chinese 
Seventh Day Baptists - a reported 
670 in 1949 - and thousands of 
Seventh Day Baptist -educated Chinese 
-1,400 in attendance in the last 
year reported. 

Was it the end, or will there be 
a continuation? Seventh Day Baptists 
in China and America in the 1980's 
may decide that question ... that has 
been the reason for this senes on 
our' 'mission to China. " 

The Sabbath Recorder 

l 
J 

• 

The China mission "family" in 1939, left to right: Stephen Thorngate, H. Eugene DaVIS, 
. Mary Ross Davis, Anna West, Nettie West, Marcia Davis, Mabel West, Helen Shaw 
Thorngate, David Tho,"ngate, Philip Thorngate, Dr. George Thorngate, Dr. Rosa Palmborg. 

April 1980 

-last in a series on 
our China mission 

by Tom Merchant, historian 
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from the 
pen of the 

-----. --. 
Executive Secrelar} 

- --
Or. K.O. Hurle} 

DOUBLE IN THIS DECADE! 

That is the challenge accepted by 
Seventh Day Baptists for the 1980's. 

. 
DOUBLE, during the Decade of 

Discipleship (1980-1990), means twice 
, 'as many churches, twice as many, 

members, twice as many missions, 
twiCe as many Bible study groups, 
twice as many Sabbath School classes, 
twice as mariy prayer and praise ser
vices, twice as many (or twice as much) 
in every category in church life and 
activity including twiCe as many dol
lars for support of Christ's work in 
and through our denomination. 

DOUBLE seems'like a lot, maybe 
too 'much, 'to' some of our people; 
others feel that the goal is really min
imal and so the "debate" has gone 
on, almost in the same frame of refer
ence as a school yard argument among 
youngsters: 

UYou can't do that. " 
"Oh, yes, Jean!" 
"No, you can't!" 
"Yes, I can so!" 

In our questionings, the skeptics 
, are being heard,' with decreasing 

volume and in fewer numbers-and 
properly so, I think. Evidence is 
mounting that "we can so get there 
("Double in a Decade") from here!" 
We have a good start. -

Let us look first at the least sig
nificant (in a way), but nonetheless 
important and necessary, fmancial facts. 

Strong Fiscal Foundation 

At the end of 1979, we gave greater 
support to Our Wodd Mission than 
ever 'before. Although we fell just 
a little short of the overall budget as 
established, we actually surpassed the 
totals given for other years. In 1977 
the, amount subscribed in twelve 
months, through the OWM treasurer 
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"WE CAN SO GET THERE 
FROM HERE!" 

and reported by boards and agencies, 
was $268,720.13. In 1978 the total 
receipts increased by $30,000 to 
$298,504. Last year, the level of 
support rose to $305,762.19 . 

This performance in stewardship 
provides a strong fiscal foundation 
on which to establish our DECADE 
OF DISCIPLESHIP. It gives us as
surance that we ·can not only raise 
the 1980 basic budget of $291,988; 
but building on a balanced financial 
position at the beginning of the decade, 
we can continue our support com
mensurate with the opportunities for 
outreach and growth during the 1980's. 

Inward Spiritual Vitality 

Of course, dollars and numbers 
-are not the ultimate goal. The stat is- , 
tics, however, provide, an outward 
evidence of the inward spiritual vi
tality which means full dedication 
to Christ and His Cause. 

"For your heart will always 
be where your riches are. " 
Matthew 6:21 (TEV) 

Now is the time (if it hasn't been 
done already) to set specific Decade 
of Discipleship goals for ourselves and 
for our churches. The first step 
toward 1990 is 1980·.,-THIS YEAR! 

An Imperative Prerequisite 

Realistic goal setting is an impera
tive prerequisite to achievement. 
Churches .are being asked to review 
and affirm the suggested goals for 
their apportioned share of the unified 
Our World Mission budget for 1980. 
As financial goals are being considered 
and established, churches are en
couraged also to evaluate all phases 
of their work and establish goals in 
each area for this year and beyond. 

Having goals (financial and other
wise) will help, us to get ahead and -

stay ahead in our efforts to Double 
in the Decade. . 

If we increase approximately 10 
percent per year in each category, we 
wil) truly double (at least, if not 
more) our effectiveness in the Lord's 
work by 1990. ' 

"HUMAN BEINGS DON'T 
HAVE TROUBLE ACHIEVING 
GOALS," says Earl Nightin
gale. "THEY ONLY HAVE 
TROUBLE SETTING THEM'." 

There should really be no problem 
for Christians in establishing goals. 
Our major objective is converts. 
There can be no higher motivation. 
That is what DISCIPLESHIP is all 
about. 

Olan Hendrix, expert in church 
management skills, declares that goals 
are dynamic. "Nothing releases 
energy like a goal," he says. "Nothing 
generates creativity like a goal and 
nothing in the natural realm satisfies 
the heart and mind of man like a goal! 

Realistic Goals 

Herein is our personal and collec
tive responsibility-to establish (and 
achieve) realistic goals in Christ's 
name and for His sake. 

People in all parts of the world are 
" looking to Seventh Day Baptists in 

the United States of America for great 
accomplishments in the 1980's. One 
respondent from another country 
writes as follows: ' 

"We are praying for a shaking 
and awakening among American 
Seventh Day Baptists that will 
rouse them from their comfor
table pews and give them a pur
pose and punch in their Com
mission to teach all men and 
nations, for they are willing 
to hear the truth and want a 
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WORKING OUT THE VISION 
(continued from page 5) 

with them to use them in the afternoon to operate a 
pilot program for others in the neighborhood. 

Disappointments come too. The seminary student 
whom we had pictured as perhaps directing the pilot 
program as one of his practicum experiences has moved 
away. And it is always so hard to know how to com
municate our experience to the rest of the church so 
they feel a part of it too. And what if it never really 
happens? What if when we really get down to business 
of funding~ 

, At times we must remind ourselves to quit dreaming 
and think what we might do now to help Bob when he 
brings Florence home again from the nursing home. 
In what ways can we be supportive and caring? 

To care one must offer one's own vulnerable 
self to others as a source of healing. To care 

living and viablefaith. " 

A viable faith! That is what we 
need and desire to demonstrate-by 
establishing immediate, intermediate, 
and long-range goals and by moving 
ahead cpnfidently expecting to double 

, in the decade. 

Yes, striving to "Please God in 
every way" (Col. 1: lOb) we can-and 
will-get there from here! 0 

April 1980 

I 

for the aging, therefore, means first of all to 
enter into close contact with your own aging 
self, to sense your own time, and to experience 
the movement of your own life cycle. 4 

"I never dreamed that it would result in all this!" 
Shirley said one day when we were listing celebrities 
and influential people who might serve on our board of 
directors and dreaming of a building that would be in 
use seven days a week for both our church program and 
the day care center. We never dreamed ... We learn so 
much about ourselves when we do. 

If the day care center never comes about perhaps it 
will be because in the process we have discovered better 
ways of involving all the members of our family of all 
ages in a more integrated community-a new creation. 

I will pour out my spirit on everyone. 
Your sons and daughters will proclaim my message; 
your young men will see visions, 
and your old men will have dreams. 

(Acts 2: 17) D 

Footnotes 

I Catherine Brandt. FORGOTTEN PEOPLE. Moody Press, Chicago, 
1978, p14 

2 Ibid., p22 

~ Henri J. M. Nouwen and Walter J. Gaffney. AGING: THE FUL· 
FILLMENT OF LIFE. Image Books, Garden City, New York: 
i974, r 17, p 124 

.1 [bid., p 97 
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FAMilY 
WORSHIP 

HGod is a Spirit: and they that 
worship Him must worship Him in 
Spirit and in truth." , ' 

John 4:24 (KJV) 

True worship is more than reading , 
a few verses from the Bible and 
praying often repeated phrases. True 
worship is a joyful celebration, an 
act of love, doing for each other as 
well as talking about, or to, God; 

As the day is started with a planned 
period of praise and prayer, each , 
family member will be reminded he 
is God's child and be better able to 
withstand the pressures of society. 
The key word is planned-a time 
given to anticipating the joys of the 
day and praising God for them. Each 
person in the family should have an 
opportunity to plan and participate 
in this celebration. From this moment 
of togetherness, the family members 
will continue to worship as they go 
about the business of living, sharing , 
each other's work, problems, joys 
and sorrows. 

Sacred moments may be spread 
throughout the day as the family 
gathers for lunch or dinner, just 
before leaving for evening activities 
or at bedtime. If a family member is 
to be absent from anyone of these 
times he could be aware of the cele
bration and that he is to be remembered 
in a special way. 
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If the family schedule does not 
permit every member to be present 
in daily worship, special days or times 
may be celebrated. These celebrations 
may be based on significant occasions
birthdays, anniversaries, start or end 
of the school year, beginnings' of 
seasons as well asthe joy of living,etc. ' 

The place of these celebrations 
may vary. The children or youth of 
the family may invite the others to 
their rooms which have been prepared 
in a special way. A lovely garden, 
fireplace,or other special spot in the 
house might be meaningful. 

The ministers and Christian Edu
cation Keyworkers have been given 
a bibliography of material helpful 
for family worship. Each of these 
have suggested Scripture and medi
tation which may be used as a basis 
for creative worship. Instead of just 
reading the material, discuss it, draw 
or, paint a piiture together, expressing 
the feeling of the passage. Act the 
story out, write a family litany to 
be used several times. Let everyone 
express how they feel about the idea. 
Sing, play a game, have a special 
treat to eat. Affirm your faith in God 
and each other. Enjoy! Create! Share! 

I 
/ 

BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR F AMIL Y 
WORSHIP-to be used creatively: 

ALIVE NO W, 1908 Grand Ave., 
Nashville, Tenn. 37202 $5 for six 
issues a year. This non-dated material 

, has inspirational material, excellent 
photography, poetry and art. 

THE NEW DOOR, Haggai Insti
tute, PO Box 13, Atlanta, Georgia' 
30301 No charge-high quality- read 
the New Testament through in a year. 
Daily Scripture readings, verse com
ments on day's Scripture, practical 
application to Christian life view. 

THE HELPING HAND, 510 
Watchung Ave., Plainfield, NJ 07061; 
$4.50 annually (published quarterly) 
Dail'y readings, Sabbath lessons. 

LOVE IN ACTION, SDB Pub
lishing House, 510 Watchung Ave. 
Box 868, Plainfield, NJ 07061. 366 
undated spirit-lifting thoughts, 

Law" Virginia, TUNE IN TO
MORROW, The Upper Room, 1908 
Grand Ave. Nashville, Tenn. 37202. 
A book to help families develop or 
redevelop new dimensions in family 
worship. 

HOME LIFE, A MAGAZINE, 
Sunday School Board of Southern 
Baptist Convention, 127 Ninth Ave., 
Nashville, TN 37234 $6 per year. 
A. Christi~n family magazine complete 
WIth Scnpture and meditations for 
each day of the month, articles to 
strengthen family life, pictures and 
poems for enjoyment. 

May bullrn insert for churches. 
Take it home and use it throughout 
the month. Produced by the Life 
Ventures Committee for the Board 
of Christian Education. ' 

Consult your pastor for further 
suggested readings. 0 
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CONCERNS! 

WORSHIP 

Every youth is an important part 
of his family. He helps ~et the values 
and activities of the group. This 
month is a good time to give special 
attention to the needs of every other 
member of families. 

Youth can lead in promoting good 
methods of worship in the Youth 
Groups, in church and in the home. 
Spend an extra amount of time in 
private worship and study that others 
may be encouraged to better worship 
habits. 

Ask your pastor or Christian 
Education Keyworker for help in 
selecting resource books. Help your 
family worship together. D 

The Church and Synagogue Library 
Association (an ecumenical group 
providing educational guidance in the 
establishment ,and maintenance of 
library services in churches and syna
gogues) is holding its 13th annual 
conference at the University of 
Hartford, West Hartford, CT, on 
June 29-July 1, 1980. The theme of 
the conference is "The Library En
lightens the Mind and Stirs the Con
science." Workshops on various 
aspects of congregational librarianship 
will be offered. Fee for the three 
days is $75 (after June 10, $85). 
Registration information may be 
obtained from Patricia Furnivall, 
First Church of Christ Congrega
tional, 12 S. Main St., West Hartford, 
CT 06107 '(203-233-9605). Head
quarters address is P.O. Box 1130, 
Bryn Mawr, PA 1 <Xl 10 (215~53-2870).[1 
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DENOMINATIONAL DATELINE 
MARCH 29-30 

Committee on Support and Re
tirement 
Dean Herbert E. Saunders 
Exec. VP Leon R. Lawton 
Exec. Sec. K. Duane Hurley 

APRIL 11-20 
Visit to the Pacific Coast Assoc. 
Dean Herbert E. Saunders 

APRIL 13 
Memorial Fund Trustees 
Plainfield, NJ 

'Wo~ 
~~crRYTH 

Radio Log 

ALABAMA-Tuscumbia' 
WBTG-' 106 FM 
Friday 12:45 p.m. 

CALIFORNIA-San Diego 
XEMO-1480 AM 
Sabbath 9:30 p.m. 

M I SSOU RI -Springfield 
KWFC 
Friday 5:45 p.m. 

NEW YORK-Wellsville 
WLSV-1480 AM 
Sabbath 9: 15 a.m. 

11) 
II 

WHO WILL WEAR THE 
"ROBE OF ACHIEVEMENT?, 

in 1980? 

Your nominations for the "Robe" 

,11 

are needed. Send them now to: ' 
Mrs. Frances Stephan 
850 W. Baseline Road #208 
Lafayette, CO 80026 

Please be sure to include a sketch 
of the person's life and your reasons 
for nomination. [j 

\ . ,','" """:' 

APRIL 20 
Tract Society 
Plainfield, NJ 

Board of Christian Education 
Alfred, NY 

APRIL 27 
Missionary Society r---) 
Westerly, RI "- , 

MAY 16-18 
Eastern Association 
Theme: "The Way of Discipleship" 
Marlboro, NJ 

TENNESSEE-Memphis 
WMOM-1480 AM 
Sabbath 10:45 a.m. 

WASHINGTON-Centralia 
KELA-1470 AM 
Sunday 9:45 a.m. 

WASHINGTON-Sumner 
KDFL-1560 AM 
Sabbath a.m. 

WASHINGTON, D.C., AREA 
WFAX-1220AM 
Sabbath 1O:15,a.m. 

F or your free copy of the broadcast 
booklet, or for information regarding 
broadcasting the WORD OF TRUTH 
in your area write to: " ' 
American Sabbath Tract Society 
510 Watchung Ave. 
Box 868 
Plainfield, NJ 07061 

ANSWERS 
9. Matthew 
3. Mark 

14. Luke 
21. John 

,1. Acts 
12. Romans 
18. 1 & 2 Corinthians 
7. Galati,ans 

16. Ephesians 
20. Philippians 
10. Colossians 
13. 1 & 2 Thessalonians 
8. 1 & 2 Timothy 
4. Titus 

15. Philemon 
6. Hebrews 

11. James 
5. 1 & 2 Peter 
2.' 1, 2, & 3 John 

17. Jude 
19. Revelation 

:.t- ,,'J 'i: .. 
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Th~ Gfamil~: 
HERE T STAY 

ORLANDO, FL-Thl American 
family, although buffeted by a variety 
of forces, is ,here to stay, pollster 
George Gallup, Jr., told a national 
seminar on "Help for Families." 

Defying popular stereotypes, "three 
wOmen in four in the United States 
say marriage and children are among 
the important elements that would 
provide the ideal life for them," 
Gallup told more than 700 persons 
registered for the seminar sponsored 
by the Christian Life Commission 
of the 13.2-million-member Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

Gallup, whose research organization 
has done extensive research on future 
trends for the family in America, 
further noted that only nine percent 
of American women opt for the 
'career girl' lifestyle, "at least as a 
permanent way of life." And 44 
percent of the women who opt for 
marriage and children "say they 
would prefer not to have a job 
outside thehome," he said. 

"A remarkable 91 percent of the 
, American people-including the 
overwhelming majority of young 
adults-say they would welcome 
more emphasis on traditional family 
ties in the years ahead," he said. 

But Gallup, who urged his listeners 
to come up with "new and creative 
efforts to 'help families,'" said 
research also shows that forces do 
buffet and fragment American 
families. ' 

Against that background, he urged 
a "team effort between parents and 
clergy to deepen spiritual values in 
the home and deal specifically with 
certain problems such as alcohol 
abuse, which call for immediate 
attention. ' 

"Certainly the nation's churches, 
which have a contact with half of 
the U.S. population,' have a unique 
opportunity to help with the problem 
of alcohol abuse-particularly in 
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the area of prevention," Gallup told 
representatives of the nation's largest 
Protestant denomination with more 
than 35,400 churches in all fifty 
states. 

He cited a rece'nt Gallup Youth 
Survey which indicates problems for 
families of the future because of 
problems such as abuse of sex and 
drugs, poor family communication, 
the influence of television, high 
mobility and the fact that grand
parents no longer live in the same 
households with their children and 
grandchildren. 

But he added, "Many of the 
problems confronting families today 
could be due in some measure to 
a decline in the proportion of 
Americans who say they have received 
religious training in their youth
from 94 percent in 1952, to 91 
percent in 1965, to 83 percent today. 

"It is interesting to note," he 
continued, "that this downtrend 
parallels a downtrend in the per
centage of Americans who say religion 
is 'very important' in their lives
from 75 percent in 1952, to 7Q percent 
in 1965, to 53 percent today. " 

"I feel that it is appropriate to 
relate the decline in religious training 
to a breakdown in family communi
cations since the impact of religion 
in many American homes would 
appear to be a powerful one, judging 
from a national survey we have just 
completed," Gallup said. "The 
Princeton Religion Research Center, 
of which I am co-director, conducted 
this survey on religion in the home 
to present the findings at this 
seminar. " 

The survey, which focused on 
religious education, inspiration and 
formation, revealed that 75 percent 
of the pareI1ts say the home is the 
most' important element in the 
religious training of youth, 16 percent 
name the church and 3 percent say 
the school. 

Questioning parents of children 
under 18 who live in the same 
household', the survey further revealed 
a pattern of how parents and children 
shared religious experiences during 
a given seven-day period. Gallup 
said 42 percent of the parents said ' 
grace with their children before 
meals, 38 percent attended church 
services with children, 28 percent 
attended other church-related activities 
with children, 44 percent talked 
about God and religion with their 
children, 31 percent prayed or 
meditated with them, and 23 percent 
watched or listened to religious 
programs on TV or radio with 
children. 

Although fragmenting forces in 
America create the idea that the 
impact of religion in the home has 
little effect, Gallup said the survey 
findings "do give us at least some 
cause for encouragement." 

They show that 45 percent of 
parents say religion in their home 
has strengthened family relationships 
"a great deal," and 32 percent 
say religion has helped their children 
"a great deal" in dealing with the 
problems of their lives. Fewer than 
one in ten say it has not helped 
at all. 

But, looking at the findings in a 
different light, he said, reveals that 
55 percent of the parents say religion 
in the home has strengthened family 
relations only "somewhat," "hardly 
at all," or "not at all," while 
68 perce'nt say religion has helped 
their children deal with problems 
"somewhat," "hardly at all," or 
"not at all. " 

"Looking to the future, however, 
we can gain encouragement from 
the knowledge that homes where 
religion plays a central role today 

, are producing' persons whose future 
homes in turn will in all likelihood 
be religiously oriented," Gallup said. 

He noted that ,7 in 10' parents 
in this group say they have read the 
Bible with their children at least 
once in the seven-day period tested. 
Additionally, 63 percent of the 
parents whose upbringing was' 'very 
religious" say religion has greatly 
strengthened family relationships, 
while 62 percent of this group feel 
that religion is helping their children 
"a great deal" with their problems. 0 

-Robert O'Brien 
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HORSLEY SPEAKS TO 
ATLANTA FELLOWSJ-IIP 

ATLANTA, GA-On Sabbath, Feb
ruary 9, the Atlanta Seventh Day 
Baptist Fellowship was happy to have 
Dr. and Mrs. Edward J. Horsley of 
Denver, CO, to lead iii the worship 
service. Dr. Horsley was in Atlanta 
to attend a medical convention and 
was able to be present to preach for 
the Fellowship. Following the service 
a meal of sharing and a time of fellow
ship was held. 

The Atlanta Fellowship meets the 
second and fourth Sabbaths of each 
month using the facilities of the 
Mableton Assembly of God Church 
on Gordon Road in West Atlanta 
(Mableton). The services begin at 
2:30 p.m. The group now has a 
mailing address: Seventh Day Baptists, 
P.O. Box 1052, Riverdale, GA 30274. 
May God bless this new work. Q 

RAU ATTENDS EVANGELISM 
EXPLOSION LEADERSHIP CLINIC 

Rev. John A. Rau, Brookfield 
SOB Church, Brookfield, New York, 
was a participant in the Evangelism 
Explosion II I International Leader
ship Clinic, held February 1-6 at the 
Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church in 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida. A total 
of 151 ministers, wives, and lay 

, people from 20 various de~om~natio~s 
attended the clinic, investlgatmg thiS 
ministry of evangelism, discipleship 
and -church nurture. Those attending 
the clinic cam"'e from different states, 
Canada and India. 

The clinic was led by Dr. D. James 
Kennedy, senior minister of the Coral 
Ridge Presbyterian Church ~nd 
founder and president of Evangehsm 
Explosion U I I nternational and Rev. 
Archie B. Parrish, executive director 
of EE III. 0 
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CHURCH ACQUIRES 
PARSONAGE 

LITTLE GENESEE, NY-Even 
though our church was without a 
regular pastor from January 19?9 
until August, we were fortunate m 
obtaining some fine guest· speakers 
for our Sabbath services. We also 
conducted our regular Vacation Bible 
School in June, under the ableJeader
ship of Mrs. Jerald (Leta) DeGroff. 
Mrs. Thomas (Margaret) Burdick had 
charge of the music. . 

Having acquired the former Ferns 
Whitford house for use as a par
sonage, we found that much wor~ 
had to be done in order to get It 
ready for the occupancy of our new 
pastor and his family. Most of the 
work was done by dur church mem-
bers during the summer. . 

Pastor Steven Crouch, his Wife, 
Becky, and little daughter, Heidi, 
arrived soon after Conference, and 
Pastor Crouch assumed his new duties, 
immediately. A reception, honoring 
our new pastor and family was held, 
Sabbath P.M., September 8 in the 
SDB Community Center. There were 
about 70 present, including guests 
from 'Alfred, Alfred :Station, Rich
burg, the Bolivar Methodist Chu~ch, 

. and the Faith Bible Church, LIttle 
Genesee, NY. 

On September 22, Pastor and Mrs. 
Crouch went to Brookfield, NY, to 
take part in the ordination service 
for Pastor John Rau. On September 
23, Pastor Crouch and Mrs. Jerald 
DeGroff represented our church at 
the New York State Council of SDB 
Churches, in Syracuse, NY. 

An adult Bible Study group meets 
with Pastor Crouch each Friday 
at 7:30 P.M. We have had an increase 

SKAGGS TO PLAINFIELD 

. I 

•• 

in Sabbath School attendance, es-
pecially among the children. . 

We have about 12 to 15 active 
members in our Sunshine Society 
which meets' once a month. One of 
our most recent projects was making 
quilts, crib bedding and baby clothes 
for Harvest Center, a migrant camp. 

A special community choir fur
nished music for our vesper service, 
Christmas Eve at the ·church. About 
100 people attended the community 
Christmas dinner and program 
sponsored by the Sunshine Society. 

The Sunshine Society also hosted 
a party, honoring the 50th wedding 
anniversary of Thomas L. and 
Margaret Davis Burdick, January 
12,1980.0 , 

-Arvid a Wainman' 

Rev. Victor W. Skaggs, North 
Loup, Nebr., has accepted the c~ll 
of the Plainfield Seventh Day Baptist 
Church of Christ to become its pastor 
beginning in August. "Pastor Vic" 
has been associated with the Plainfield 
congregation before, as a pastor of 
the New Market church which ul
timately merged with the Plainfield 
church, as corresponding secretary 
of the Tra~ Society, and most recently, 
as dean of the Center for Ministerial 
Bducation. We pray God's blessing 
on his' family as they anticipate 
this move to a different area of servic-:! 
for the Lord. 0 
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BREV ARD-ASHEVILLE . , 
NORTH CAROLINA NEWS 
; 

BREVARD, NC-ln March of 1979 , 
Rev. Mynor Soper, called~ a our 
home. When one lives in an area 
that .does not have a Sevent Day 
Baptist church, we realize what a 
blessing it is to share a prayer with 
one of your faith. On that day we 
discovered there are a numbe~ of 
Seventh Day Baptists in the Carolina), 
however they are widely scattered. 
We were delighted to learn that 
Ralph and Evelyn Weber live 1n 
Asheville which is only thirty miles 
from us. 

On March 10, 1979, Rev. Soper 
and Mynor Jr., along with Mr. and 
Mrs. Weber" daughter Lenna, and 
son Bill, came to Brevard and we 
had our first worship service together 
in our home. 

We met again on March 17 with 
others in Greenville, SC, and then 
on July 14 in Asheville at the Weber 
home. In November we met again 
at the Webers. At that time we met 
Rev. John Camenga who would be 
our ~'field pastor." Rev. Soper 
brought the message of the day. 
At that meeting we set definite dates 
to meet in December and January. 

On Sabbath, January 26, we 
gathered at the Weber home again 
with nine people presenL After the 
service we had our first fellowship 
dinn~r. We felt an excitement at the 
possibility of truly having a Seventh 
Day Baptist church here in the 
Carolinas. It was a joyous occasion 
of fellowship, delicious food, and 
getting to know one another better. 
We do thank God for the privilege 
of that day. 

We cannot express our joy at the 
opportunity of meeting with fellow 
Seventh Day Baptists. The blessings 
we have received from the inspiration 
and caring of Rev. Soper cannot be 
expressed adequately. We miss him, 
however, and realize that others 
need that same inspiration and care. 

. We rejoice and thank God that Rev. 
John Camenga is here to assist us. 
We solicit your prayers and the will 
of God as' we strive to establish a 
church' and interest others in the 
Sabbath truth. 0 

, -~ -Mrs, Jules Roelly 

• Seventh Qay Baptists meet for 
worship each Sabbath at 10:30 a.m. 
at the First Baptist Church 10 

Madison, WI. 
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NEW GROUP MEETING 
IN SAN DIEGO 

SAN DIEGO, CA-A new fellow
~hip is meeting in San Diego, Cali
fornia, known as Grace Christian 
Fellowship. Regular meetings are 
being held every Sabbath Eve at 7:30 
PM in the Chapel of University 
Christian Church, 3900 Cleveland 
Avenue, in the Hillcrest neighborhood 
of San Diego. 

The fellowship is appealing to 
Christians interested in developing a 
caring, supportive group,' committed 
to Christ in active discipleship, to 
the careful study of the Scriptures, 
to the encouragement of well-rounded 
spirituality, to friendship evangelism 
and to Biblical church reform. ' 

At its initial meeting, Friday, Feb. 
8, 1980, fourteen persons were in 
attendance, including three Seventh 
Day Baptists, eight other persons 
contacted in a variety of ways in
cluding the Word of Truth radio 
broadcast (now being aired over 
XEMO Radio in the San Diego-Los 
Angeles area every Saturday at 9:30 
PM), newspaper advertisements, and 
through the deveIopment of friendly 
contacts. In addition three children 
were present. Pastor Russ Havens 
is coordinating the work, continuing 
to produce the Word of Truth, and 
also working full time in a bookstore. 
Those composing the fellowship are 
expected to use their gifts find talents 

REPORT OF SDB'S IN 
EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA 

FA YETfEVILLE, NC-Clinton NC 
was the site of the February 9 s~rvic~ 
of the Seventh Day Baptists of the 
Eastern Carolinas (SDBEC). Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas A. Matthis hosted the 
service which was conducted by the 
regional field pastor, Rev. John H. 
Camenga from the Upper East Ten
nessee Church. Also in attendance 
were Leon and Phyllis Underwood 
of Walstonburg, and the R.D. Brown 

in a shared-ministry concept. The 
informal Sabbath Eve gathering for 
celebration, study, and fellowship 
is augmented by small group meetings. 

Russ Havens reports that the in
ception of a fellowship in San Diego 
has been in the thoughts and prayers 
of Seventh Day Baptists in southern 
California for some time. Upon his 
recent removal to San Diego from 
Westerly, R.I., he was contacted by 
Gabriel Bejjani, John Peil, Charles 
Graffius, and Alton Wheeler, with 
the hope of working toward the 
eventual gathering of a new congre
gation. Events have moved much 
more rapidly than anyone anticipated. 
Doors opened in many ways. Friend
ships developed in a variety of ways 
and the need surfaced for a unique 
gathering of committed Christians 
and others at various points of in
quiry. The group is excitedly deter
mined to maintain an openness to 

, God, each other, and to other people. 
In its outreach to others the group 
is being encouraged to accept people 
"where they are"-to relate to people 
as Christ would. 

A sample copy of the fellowship's 
publication, Gracious Words, will 
be sent to anyone requesting it. 
In addition, a brochure describing 
the new work is available free. 
Write to: Grace Christian Fellowship, 
P.O. Box 33818, San Diego CA 
92103.0 ' 

-Russ Havens 

family of Fayetteville. 
Pastor Camenga's service entitled 

"Christ's Simple Message" was fol
l~sed by a delicious and plentiful 
dInner prepared by Mary Matthis. 
The afternoon fellowship discussion 
concerned Sunday-keepers' excuses 
and Sabbath truth responses from 
Scripture. . 

The congregation unanimously 
agreed to be a satellite of the Wash
ington D.C., SOB Church. T.A. 
Matthis was chosen as SDBEC trea
surer and R.D. Brown was selected 
as the communications manager. 
Other officials will be chosen at the 
next business meeting. 

The next bimonthly worship service 
was set for 10:30 a.m. on April 12 
at the R.D. Brown home 425 Shore
line Drive, Fayetteville, NC. Prayers 
are requested that this new witness 
may gro~ spiritually and numerically 
as they WItness to the truth in Eastern 
North Carolina. 0 

-R.D. Brown 
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NORTONVILLE "LORD'S ACRE" 
BIG SUCCESS 

NORTONVILLE, KS-Lord's Acre 
Sabbath was November 17; the 
theme for '79 was "Worship and 
Praise" emphasizing true worship or 
a Holy God and praise to Him ror 
His love and His care. Attention was 
given in the worship display to the 
cross, heart bowed in prayer by two 
kneeling china figurines, and the 
church. Praise items portrayed were 
for our country, food, shelter, clothing, 
power /fuel, medicine/research, re
sources and work/occupations. Aim 
of that display was to make us more 
aware of all that we have and enjoy 
with ample supply and money to buy 
when that is not true in many countries. 
Theme Scripture was 1 Chron. 16: 
23-29 and poems, music, responsive 
reading and sermon carried out the 
th~me. The Lord's Acre offering of 
$4,319.94 will go toward insulated 
steel white siding for the church. 

The ADVENT WREATH was used 
again this year during our December 
worship services. This year the Christ 
candle was lighted first and burned 
each week. From it each week another 
candle was lit, showing that all 
things come from the Lord Jesus· 
Christ! Succeeding candles/sermons 
were: LOVE (I Love YOU-John 3: 16), 
JOY (I Accept YOU-I Peter 2:9-12), 
PEACE (I Need YOU-Luke 2:4-7), 
and HOPE (I'm with YOU-John 
17:20-24). 

The Christmas Cantata "A Star 
Is Born" was presented by the choir 
during the regular worship service on 
December 22. Scripture preceded 
each choir number. The church 
family and friends gathered the evening 
of Dec. 22 for the Sabbath School 
Christmas program and candle 
lighting service. In a time of "Caring 
and Sharing" each Sabbath School 
class presented White Christmas Gifts 
at the altar. 

Dr. Ken Smith brought the Sabbath 
morning message on December 29 
while Pastor Osborn and family were 
away. He reminded us that we as 
Christians should be resolving to do 
better-that it is the small daily sins 

• Rev. Leland Davis and Deacon 
Douglas Rausch of the Washington, 
D.C., church attended the Evangelism 
Explosion workshop held in Del 
City, OK. Mr. Rausch, William 
Melby and Mrs. Gertrude Davis will 
assist in the first leadership training 
session to be held in the Washington 
church. 
April 1980 

t hat we overlook t hat keep us from 
being the Christians God wants us 
to be. 

New Year's Eve the church family 
met at the church for fellowship, fun, 
a film and to watch 1980 in with 
Songs, Scripture and Supplications. 
The evening of December 13 the 
Youth Fellowship sponsored a Game 
and Supper Night to raise funds for 
the Lightbearers' bus. No adrpission, 
but donations amounted to more 
than$182. 

Notes of Praise and Petition and 
Personal and Pastoral Prayer are in
cluded in each week's order of wor
ship. Also active regularly are: Tele
phone Prayer Chain, Sunday Morning 
Men's Prayer Breakfast, and Prayer 
Partners. The newest part of our 
prayer life in the church is "Prayer 
Cells." The composite membership 
has been divided into 24 groups. Each 
member of the "cell" is asked to 
pray especially for each other in the 
cell-exchanging prayer requests is 
left to the initiative of each cell. 
God is on our side, and He will not 
fail! Prayer keeps us on His side! 

A church committee is at work 
checking information for the purchase 
of cushions for our church pews. 
Early in January an Evaluation 
Sheet was included with our weekly 
church bulletin. Church worship, 
order of service, Sabbath School and 
all other phases of church work and 
activity were to be evaluated and sheets 
returned. Pastor Osborn noted that 
he knew his own feelings but needed 
to know ours. He asked that it be 
prayerfully read, honestly checked 
and comments added. Our entire 
chiuch family has benefited in this 
review of our practices as we shared 
a Christian exp~rience of working 
together to glorify God. 

Pastor Paul was "Chaplain for 
the Week" at our local Jefferson 
County Memorial Hospital January 
20-26. Our pastor says: As we turn 
the corner into the 80's, let's work 
harder together to make them the 
DECADE OF DISCIPLESHIP. 
We are just beginning to learn how 
to be His Disciples! 0 

-Mrs. Merlin Wheeler 

• The dates of the 1980 Summer Insti
tute in Seventh Day Baptist History 
and Polity have been changed from 
june 5-25 to June 9-27. This change 
in schedule was necessitated by the 
opportunity for the dean to attend 
a special workshop for persons 
working with churches and pastors. 

, , . :".':'-. 

~ 
GRAN TO WESTERLY 

"-

Rev. David C. Gran has recently 
accepted the call of the Pawcatuck 
Seventh Day Baptist Church in Wes
terly, Rhode Island, to become its 
pastor. Mr. Gran is married and' 
has t~ree young children. He is nine 
hours short of a M. Div. degree 
from Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary in Boston. He has served 
congregations of the Congregational 
Church and the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. Prior to his call to ministry 
he was a state insurance examiner 
for the state of Massachusetts. We 
welcome David and his wife Deborah 
to the fellowship of Seventh Day 
Baptists and pray God's blessing on 
his ministry in Westerly. 0 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
SEARCH BEGINS 

The General Council is beginn"ing 
its search for an Executive Secretary 
to assume leadership in October 1981. 
Dr. Hurley will be serving until that 
time. It has been the bylaw provision 
and courtesy to announce such a change 
in leadership to the General Conference 
body one year in advance. Therefore, 
we are beginning now to receive ap
plications, screen and interview so 
that we might make this announce
ment in August. 

If you feel led to consider this 
challenge, please respond to: 

Rev. Charles Graffius 
.4976 N. Figueroa Street 
Los Angeles, California 9CX)42 

Further information and a copy 
of the job description for this position 
may' be obtained from Rev. Graffius. D 

• Rev. and Mrs. C. Hrumon Dickinson 
are moving to Plainfield, N.J., on 
April 14, 1980. 
, At the denominational building 
they will be undertaking a "team 
ministry" in the areas of financial 
accounting, bookkeeping, clerical 
and secretarial assistance. 

Initially, they will be working in 
the Memorial Fund Trustees and 
General Conference offices. 

A more detailed account of their 
employment will appear in the May 
Sabbath Recorder. 
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W ASH(NGTON CHURCH ADDS 
THREE TO DIACONATE 

WASHINGTON, D.C.-January 19, 
1980, was a special Sabbath for the 
Washington Seventh Day Baptist 
Church. The order of the day was 
the ordination of one deacon and 
two. deaconesses. Seventy-nine people 
came to share in the special occasion 
repre~enting the following churches, 
Washmgton, Central, Salem, Salem
ville, Plainfield, and Shiloh. 

Miss Lelia Bishop, Alma (Mrs. 
Grover S.) Brissey,. and Douglas 
Rausch were the candidates for or
dination .. Each gave a statement of 
Christian experience and belief. 

During the worship service the Rev. 
Melvin F. Stephan of the Salemville, 
P A, Bell SDB Church led the respon
sive reading, "Call to Consecration." 
Deacon Everett Dickinson of Shiloh, 
NJ, gave the Scripture reading which 
was taken from 1 Timothy 3:1-16. 
Rev. Herbert E. Saunders of Plain
field, NJ, honored the congregation 
with a vocal solo, accompanied by 
his wife, and later gave the prayer of 
consecration. 

The message for the morning, 
"Appointment to Service," was given 
by the Rev. Francis D. Saunders, 
pastor of the Ritchie SDB Church 
in Ber~a, WV. The charge to the 
candidates was giveI1 by the Rev. 
Grover S. Brissey of the Washington 

ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt 

+ ACCESSIONS + 
t . t 
ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt 

MEMPHIS, TN 
William Shoffner, Pastor 

By Testimony: 
Mrs .. Margie Shackelford 

NORTONVILLE, KS 
Paul Osborn, Pastor 

By Testimony: 
Bill Edwards 

SEATTLE, WA 
Duane L. Davis, Pastor 

By Testimony: 
Sharon Gellert 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Leland E. Davis, Pastor 

By Testimony: 
Eugene P. Greer 
Mrs. Lula Jenkins 
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church. The charge to the church 
was given by the Rev. Leland E. 
Davis, pastor of the Washington 
church. Deacon Oliver C. Dickinson 
of the Washington church welcomed 
the three candidates to the Diaconate. 

After the congregational singing of 
"0 Jesus, I Have Promised," the 
benediction was given by Deacon 
Pratt Chroniger of the Central church 
in Maryland. Immediately following 
the service a love luncheon was served 
in the dining room by the hospitality 
committee directed by Mrs. Sheila 
Simon, chairman and assisted by 
Miss Lelia Bishop. 

In the afternoon Rev. and Mrs. 
Francis Saunders gave a presentation 
about Camp Joy, the associational 
camp located on the grounds of the 
Ritchie SDB Church in Berea, WV. 
Rev. Saunders discussed the con
dition of the buildings, the improve
ments made, the current financial 
status and made an appeal for con
tinued interest in the project. Following 
his presentation Mrs. Saunders showed 
slides of the facility. 

The Washington church expresses. 
appreciation to all who attended 
and participated in this special service. 
Special thanks to those who furnished 
the food and to those who served it. 
We are sure the day was a special 
blessing for all present. 0 

-Mrs. Alma Brissey 

ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt 

+ MARRIAGES + 
t t 
tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttUtttt 
CAMPBELL-PACE.-Francis Ernest, son 

of .Francisand Marion (Davis) Campbell, 
Bridgeton, NJ, and Jo Ann Denise, 
daughter of Russell and Diana (Rebeck) 
Pace, Vineland, NJ, were united in 
marriage on May 12, 1979, at SI. Francis 
of Assisi RC Church, Vineland, by 
Father Burke. . 

McCULLOUGH-TREDE.-J. Harold Mc 
Cullough, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. J.H. 
McCullough, Sr., of Palatka, Florida, 
and Therese Estelle Trededaughter of 
Mrs. Otis Lastinger of Ormond Beach, 
Florida, were united in marriage August 
18, 1979 in the Seventh Day· Baptist 
church of Daytona Beach, Florida, by 
Marion C. Van Horn, former pastor 
of the bride. The new family is making 
its home in Palatka, Florida. 

VAN METER-ENRIQUEZ.-Henry, son of 
Harmon and Dorothy (Davis) Van Meter, 
and Era 8., daughter of the late Ememiano 
C. and Orsanio (Batucan)· Enriquez, 
Danao City, Cebu, Philippines, were 
united in marriage on July 16, 1979, by 
James A. Heylinger, Justice of the Peace, 
Middle Village, Queens, NY. 

\ 

ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt 
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t BIRTHS t 
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CARICATO.-A son, Eric SWtl, to Mar~e 
and Melanie Caricato of Sunnymead, 
CA, on January 29, 1980. 

FOG(J.~A daughter, Rachel SU/anne, tl' 
Peter and Karen (Peterson) f'ogg, 01 
Fl. Valley, GA., on Nov. 16, ILJ7LJ 

KING.-A son, Clifford Earl, born November 
15, 1978, to Edward and Michelle (Trede) 
King, of New Smyrna Beach, Florida. 

KOPSAFTIS.-A daughter, Kril>!y Jean, to 
James and Diane (paquette) KOflsalti, " 
of North Plainfield, NJ, on Februan 
14,1980. . 

PETERSON.-A son, Scott Thomas, to Frick 
and Barbara (Smick) Peter~on, of Salem, 
NJ, on Oct. 16, 1979. 

SHOFFNER.-A daughter, Priscilla Joy, to 
William and Sandy Shoffner of Mernrhi), 
TN, on December 28,1979. 

SOPER.-A daughter, Anne Michele, to 
Stanley and Pam (Geiger) Sorer of North 
Loup, Nebraska, on February 2, 191W. 

SOPER.-A son, Nathaniel Allen, to Mauril'c 
and Cindi (Lewis) Soper of North I.oup. 
Nebraska, (')n February 9, 1980. 

ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt 

+ OBITU ARIES ; 
t t 
tttttttttttttttlttttttttttttttttttttttt 

BAHLKE.-Rev. Johannes Bahlke died 
at his home in Hamburg, West Germany, 
October 15, 1979. He was converted 
while a young man at the YMCA in 
Germany. For a time he made his home 
in England leaving there in 1907 to 
return to Germany. He attended a mis
sionary college in Friedensau, 1909-1911. 

He became a member of the Seventh-day 
Adventist church in 1909 and served as an 
evangelist from 1911 until his conscription in 
the German army in 1915. He was wounded 
i~ b~t!le in July 1915, and discharged with 
disability. He became involved in Adventist 
publication working in their publishing house 
from 1920-25. . 

He was a close friend of the Rev. L. Richard 
Conradi and chose to leave Adventism along 
with Conradi. Brother Bahlke became a member 
of the .Hamburg Seventh Day Baptist Church 
when It was organized in 1933. In 1939 he 
conducted the funeral service for the beloved 
German SDB leader, Rev. Conradi, and then 
succeeded him as editor of Wahrheit. Licht 
und Leben, the German SDB periodical. He 
also prep.ared Bible lessons for the German 
Conference. 

In 1950 he became the pastor of the 
Hamburg church, serving until his death. 
He was one of the founders of the SDB 
W~r1d Federa.tion and attended the organi
zau~mal !l1eetlngs and General Copference 
sessIOns In 1964 at which time he visited 
several of our churches. He supplied literature 
and. counsel for German immigrants to 
Brazil, some of Whom later helped to organize 
the Brazil SDB Conference. 

Funeral services for Rev. Bahlke were held 
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in Hamburg, West German~ on October 
25, 1979. 

-J. D.B. 

FURSETH .-Ruth Saunders was born 
OCI. 19, 1925 at Garwin, Iowa, and died 
at Edgerton, Wis., on Feb. 3, 1980. 
She was married to Martin Furseth lHl 
Oct. 23, 1943. To this union were born 
two children: a daughter, Mrs. Ralph 
Cone of New Springfield, Ohio; and a 
son, Craig of Milton, Wis. She is ~ur
vived by her husband, Marlin, two children, 
five grandchildren, and her mot her, 
Reva Maltas of Edgerton, Wis. 

She was a member of the Albion Seventh 
Day Baptist Church and its Home Benefit 
Society. Funeral services were held from the 
Albion church on February 6, 1980 with Rev. 
Earl Cruzan in charge. Burial was in Ever
green Cemetery. 

-E.e. 

HURLEY .-Sybil Reed was born Feb. 7, 
1895 in Grandin, N.D., and died at 
Edgerton Hospital, Edgerton, Wis., on 
Feb. 12, 1980 after a long illness. She 
moved to Milton as a girl and graduated 
from Milton College in 1921. On June 
20, 1921 she was united in marriage to 
Victor Hurley, who died in 1978. She is 
survived by two children: Jane, Mrs. 
Claus Sporck of Cedar, Michigan, and 
George of Appleton, Wis., also three 
grandchildren. 

She was a member of the Milton Seventh 
Day Baptist Church and active in the Women's 
Circle. Funeral services were held in the Milton 
church on February 14 with her pastor, Earl 
Cruzan in charge. Burial was in Milton 
Cemetery. 

Rev. James McGeachy 
1897-1980 

-E.C 

McGEACHY.-Rev. James, the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. James McGeachy, was born 
in Glasgow, Scotland, April 6, 1897, 
and died in Yorkshire, England, on 
January 9, 1980, following an illness of 
several months. 

Pastor McGeachy accepted the Sabbath truth 
at the age of sixteen and became affiliated 
with the Seventh-day Adventist church in 
the British Isles. He was conscripted for the 
British army during World War I, refused 
service in France, and was confined to military 
prison for a time. He entered full-time mis
sionary work for Seventh-day Adventists 

April 1980 

"erving III Egypt 191LJ-24 and th'en in Iraq 
1924-26. 

In ILJ27 the ~k(icachy~ joined the Mill 
Yard Seventh Day Baptist Church in L.ondon, 
England. The 10110\\ i ng year he became pastor 
and "erved until 196LJ. His forty years in the 
~DB pa~torate included a worldwide vision 
and work. In 1930 he founded the Evangelical 
Sabbatarian Mission which published books, 
tracts and a magazine. He was the author of 
eleven hooks and numerous tracts. The sale 
of his books later produced funds to assist 
with the SDB mission work in Guyana, 
South America. 

He maintained an extensive worldwide 
correspondence through the years and took 
special interest in mission work in Africa. 
He served as a delegate to the Dutch and 
German SDB Conferences and sought to in
crease the SDB witness throughout Europe. 
He attended the (Jeneral Conference sessions 
in 1964 at Salem. College and was one of the 
lounders of the Seventh Day Baptist World 
F ederat ion. 

Always a Christian gentleman, Pastor Mc 
Geachywill also be remembered for his scholar
shir and research, especially in the area of 
Biblical prophecy. He is survived by his 
daughter, Rut h (Mrs. Philip) Anderson and 
two grandsons, all of Grantham, England. 
The funeral service was conducted from the 
cemetery chapel by Elder A.D. Conroy. 
Pastor A.L. Peat of the Mill Yard Church 
offered prayer at the graveside. "Blessed are 
the dead who die in the Lord .. that they may 
rest from their labors, for their deeds follow 
them" (Rev. 14:13). 

-J.D.B. 

MILLAR.-Eva Burkinshaw was born 
November 22, 1888 in Yorkshire, England, 
and died in Battle Creek, MI, January 
31, J 980. She moved to Canada in 1914 
and then relocated to Battle Creek in 
1922. 

At one time she was employed by the 
Battle Creek Food Co., and during World 
War II was employed at Percy Jones General 
Hospital. She was a member of the Battle 
Creek Seventh Day Baptist Church and the 
Women's Christian Temperance Union. 

Eva was versatile and perhaps Qest known 
for her beautiful poems and music compositions. 
She was awarded first prize for poetry in 
1968 for her entry in the first religious art 
exposition in the Battle Creek ~enter. 

She is survived by her husband, William 
D. Millar. The couple celebrated its 61s1 
wedding anniversary last September. Also 
surviving are a son, Arthur B. Millar of Baule 
Creek; a sister, Mrs. Winifred Clayton of 
Yorkshire, England, and a brother, George 
Berkinshire of Bobsover, England. 

Services were held on Sabbath afternoon, 
February 2, in the Battle Creek Seventh Day 
Baptist Church with her pastor, S. Kenneth 
Davis, officiating. Interment was in Memorial 
Park Cemetery. 

-S.K.D. 

STOHR.-Genevieve M., daughter of 
Charles W. and Eva Cartwright Saunders, 
was born April 10, 1911 in Richburg, 
N.Y., and died at the Jones Memorial 
Hospital, Wellsville, N.Y., on February 
16,1980. 

She was married to Earl Stohr, celebrating 
their 50th anniversary in 1976. She was"a 
lifelong resident of Richburg, and had been 
employed as a clerk-treasurer for the village 
of Richburg. She was a faithful member of 
the Richburg church for fifty five years and 
served as treasurer for the past twelve years. 
She had been president of the Ladies' Aid 
Society. 

, . '. .' '.~., -, .-: ;' 

Besides her hmband, she is survived by a 
son, C. Robert Stohr of Richburg; a siSler, 
Miss Onnalee Saunders of Richburg; .two ~ 
nephews, two grand-nieces, a greal -great niece 
and a great -great nephew. 

The funeral was at the Richburg Seventh 
Day Baptist Church with her pastor, Rev. C. 
Harmon Dickinson, officiating, on February 
19, 1980. Burial will be in the Richburg 
Cemetery. 

-CH.D. 

THORNGATE.~ola Lyon, was born 
at Trumbull, Nebraska, October 14, 
1897, and died at the Arkansas Manor 
Rest Home in Denver, Colorado, on Feb
ruary 9, 1980. She was a member of the 
Denver Seventh Day Baptist Church wher';! 
she faithfully served in many ways. 

She was the wifc of Paul Thorngate, their 
marriage taking place on February 27, 1921, 
at Hastings, Nebraska, they spent several 
years in the area of Hansen and Hastings, 
Nebraska, moving to Denver in the 1930's. !" 

She is survived by her husband, Paul 
Thorngate, of Denver; a son, Lloyd Thorngate, 
of Lakewood, Colorado; two brothers, Harold 
Lyon and Ray Lyon; and several nieces 
and nephews. . 

Funeral services were held from the Seventh 
Day Baptist Church in Lakewood, conducted 
by her pastor, Rev. Edgar Wheeler. Interment 
was in Crown Hill Cemetery, Lakewood. 

-E.F.W. 

WILDERMUTH.-Edna A., age 76, 
daughter of the late Edo and Laura 
Sheppard Ayars, was born May 23, 1903, 
in Roadstown, N.J., and died suddenly 
from a heart attack Dec. 24, 1979. She 
had been in failing health for several years. 

She was married to the late Roy Wildermuth 
May 8, 1918 at Roadstown, who died April 
4,1971. 

She accepted Jesus and joined the Marlboro 
SDB Church Mar. 6, 1915_ 

Surviving included: two sons, Roy (Hammy) 
of Pennsville', NJ, and Frank of Salem, NJ; 
two daughters, Mrs. Lester (Addie) Swallop 
of Houston, Tx., and Mrs. Alfred (Harriet) 
Maples, of Camilla, Ga.; three sisters, Mrs. 
William (Jerry) (Myrtle) Penton, Mrs. Howard 
(Lona) Mick and Mrs. Mer! (Laura) Garrison, 
all of Bridgeton; a brother, Francis Ayars 
of Marlboro; nine grandchildren and three 
great -grandchildren. 

Services were held Dec. 28 from Freitag 
Funeral Home by her pastor, the Rev. Donald 

. E. Richards. Interment was in Fernwood 
Memorial Park. 

-D.E.R. 

WILKINSON.-Edna R. Van Horn (Mrs. 
Walter) Wilkinson was born in Welton, 
Iowa, 91 years ago and died at her res
idence in Battle Creek, MI, on January 
6, 1980. 

She moved to Battle Creek from West 
Virginia in 1917. For many years she taught 
in the rural Battle Creek area .schools. Edna 
was a member of the Battle Creek Seventh 
Day Baptist Church where she taught an adult 
··~bbath School class until recently. 

Surviving are her husband, Walter and a 
h If-brother, the Rev. Marion Van Horn of 
Daytona Beach, FL. The Wilkinsons observed 
their 54th wedding anniversary last February. 

Funeral services were held Sabbath, February 
9, 1980, in the Battle Creek SDB Church 
with her pastor, the Rev. S. Kenneth Davis 
officiating. Interment was in Memorial Park 
Cemetery. . 

-S.K.D. 
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WASHINGTON CHURCH ADDS 
'THREE TO DIACONATE 

WASHINGTON, D.C.-January 19, 
1980, was a special Sabbath for the 
Washington Seventh Day Baptist 
Church. The order of the day was 
the ordination of one deacon and 
two deaconesses. Seventy-nine people 
came to share in the special occasion 
representing the following churches, 
Washington, Central, Salem, Salem
ville, Plainfield, and Shiloh. 

Miss ILelia Bishop, Alma (Mrs. 
Grover S.) Brissey, and Douglas 
Rausch were the candidates for or
dination. Each gave a statement of 

· Christian experience and belief. . 
During the worship service the Rev. 

· Melvin f. Stephan of the Salemville, 
PA, Bell SDB Church led the respon
sive reading, "Call to Consecration." 
Deacon Everett Dickinson of Shiloh, 
NJ, gave the Scripture reading which 
was taken from 1 Timothy 3:1-16. 
Rev. Herbert E.Saunders of Plain
field, NJ, honored the congregation 
with a vocal solo, accompanied by , 
his wife, and later gave the prayer of 
consecration. 

The message for the morning, 
"Appointment to Service," was given 
by the Rev. Francis D. Saunders, 
pastor of the Ritchie SDB Church 
· in Berea, WV. The charge to the 
candidates was given by the 'Rev. 
Grover S. Brissey of the Washington 

ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt 

+ ACCESSIONS + 
t t 

.ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt 

f\1EMPHIS, TN 
William Shoffner, Pastor 

By Testimony: 
Mrs. Margie Shackelford 

NORTONVILLE, KS 
Paul Osborn, Pastor 

By Testimony: 
Bill Edwards /' 

o 

SEATTLE, WA 
Duane 0. Davis, Pastor 

By Testimony: 
Sharon Gellert 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Leland E. Davis, Pastor 

By Testimony: 
Eugene P. Greer 
Mrs. Lula Jenkins 
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church. The charge to the church 
was given by the Rev. Leland E. 
Davis, pastor of the Washington 
church. Deacon Oliver C. Dickinson 
of the Washington church welcomed 
the three candidates to the Diaconate. 

After the congregational singing of 
"0 Jesus, I Have Promised," tJ1e 
benediction was' given by Deacon 
Pratt Chroniger of the Central church 
in Maryland. Immediately following 
the service a love luncheon was served 
in the dining room by the hospitality 
committee directed by Mrs. Sheila 
Simon, chairman and assisted by 
Miss Lelia BiShop. 

In the afteIfnoon Rev. and Mrs., 
Francis Saundhs gave a presentation 
about Camp Joy, the associational 
camp located on the grounds of the 
Ritchie SDB Church in Berea, WV. 
Rev. Saunders discussed the con
dition of the buildings, the improve
ments made, the current financial 
status and made an appeal for con-

. tinued interest 'in the project. Following 
his presentation Mrs. Saunders showed 
slides of the facility. 

The Washington church expresses 
appreciation to all who attended 
and participated in this special service. 
Special thanks to those who furnished 
the food and to those who served it. 
Weare sure the day was a special 
blessing for all presenLD 

-Mrs. Alma Brissey 

ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt 

+ MARRIAGES + 
t· t 
ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt 
CAMPBELL-PACE.-Francis Ernest, son 

of .Francis and Marion (Davis) Campbell, 
Bndgeton, NJ, and Jo Ann Denise, 
daughter of Russell and Diana (Rebeck) 
Pace, Vineland, NJ, were united in 
marriage on May 12, 1979, at St. Francis 
of Assisi RC Church, Vineland, by 
Father Burke. 

McCULLOUGH-TREBE.-J. Harold Mc 
Cullough, Jr., so'n ofMr. and Mrs. J.H. 
McCullough, Sr., of Palatka, Florida, 
and Therese Estelle Trede daughter of 
Mrs. Otis Lastinger of Ormond Beach 
Florida, were united in marriage August 
18, 1979 in the Seventh Day Baptist 
church of Daytona Beach, Florida by 
Marion C. Van Horn, former p~stor 
of the bride. The new family' is making 
its home in Palatka, Florida. 

VAN METER-ENRIQUEZ.-Henry, son of 
Harmon and Dorothy (Davis) Van Meter, 
and Era 8., daughler of the late Ememiano 
C. and Orsanio (Batucan) Enriquez; 
Danao City, Cebu, Philippines, were 
united in marriage on July 16, 1979, by 
James A. Heylinger, Justice of the Peace 
Middle Village, Queens, NY. ' 

ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt 
t t 
t BIRTHS t 
t t 
ttttt~tttttttttttttttt'Httttttttttttttt 

CARICATO.-A son, Eric Scott, to Marw 
and Melanie Caricato of Sunnvmead 
CA, on January 29, 1980. . , 

FOGG.-A daughter, Rachel Suzanne, to 
Peter and Karen (Peterson) Fogg, 01 
Ft. Valley, GA., on Nov. 16, 1979, 

KlNG.-A son, Clifford Earl, born Novembcl 
15, 1978, to Edward and Michelle (T rede) 
King, of New Smyrna Beach, florida, 

KOPSAFTIS.-A daughter, Kristy Jean, to 
James and Diane (Paquette) Kop)alti~ 
of North Plainfield, NJ, on February 
14,1980. ' 

PETERSON.-A son, Scott Thomas, to Erick 
and Barbara (Smick) Peterson, of Salem, 
NJ, on Oct. 16, 1979. 

SHOFFNER.-A daughter, Priscilla Joy, to 
William and Sandy Shoffner of Mcmphi'i, 
TN, on December 28,1979. 

SOPER.~A daughter, Anne Michele, to 
Stanley and Pam (Geiger) Soper of North 
Loup, Nebtaska, on february 2, 1980. 

SOPER.-A son, Nathaniel Allen, to Maurice 
and Cindi (Lewis) Soper of North Loup, . 
Nebraska, on February 9, 1980. ' 

ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt 
t' t 
t OBITUARIES t 
t t 
ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt 

BAHLKE.-Rev. Johannes Bahlke died 
at his home in Hamburg, West Germany, 
October 15, 1979. He was converted 

. while a young man at the YMCA' in 
Germany. For a time he made his home 
in England leaving there in 1907 to 
return to Germany. He attended a mis
sionary college in Friedensau, 1909-1911. 

He became a member of the Seventh-day 
Adventist church in 1909 and served as an 
evangelist from 1911 until his conscription in 
the German army in 1915. He was wounded 

,i~ b~t~le in July 1915, and discharged with 
disabilIty. He became involved in Adventist 
publication working in their publishing house 
from 1920-25. 

He was a close friend of the Rev. L. Richard 
Conradi and chose to leave Adventism along 
w,ith Conradi. Brother Bahlke became a member 
of the .Hamburg Seventh Day Baptist Church 
when It was organized in 1933. In 1939 he 
conducted the funeral service for the beloved 
German SDB leader, Rev. Conradi~ and then 
succeeded him as editor of Wahrheit, Licht 
und Leben, the German SOB periodical. He 
also prepared Bible lessons for the German 
Conference. 

In 1950 he became the pastor of the 
Hamburg church, serving until his death. 
He was one of the founders of the SOB 
World Federation and attended the organi
zational meetings and General Conference 
sessions in 1964 at which time he visited 
several of our churches. He supplied literature 
and. counsel for German immigrants to 
BraZil, some of whom later helped to organize 
the Brazil SOB Conference. 

Funeral services for Rev. Bahlke were held 
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in Hamburg, West Germany, on October 
25, 1979. 

-J .D,B, 

FURSETH.-Ruth Saunders was born 
Oct. 19, 1925 at Garwin, Iowa, and died 
at Edgerton, Wis., on Feb. 3, 1980. 
She was married to Martin Furseth on 
Oct. 23, 1943. To this union were born 
two children: a daughter, Mrs. Ralph 
Cone of New Springfield, Ohio; and a 
son, Craig of Milton, Wrs. She is sur
vived by her husband, Martin, two children, 
five grandchildren, and her mother, 
Reva Maltas of Edgerton, Wis, 

She was a member of the Albion Seventh 
Day Baptist Church and its Home Benefit 
Society. Funeral services were held from the 
Albion church on February 6,1980 with Rev, 
Earl Cruzan in charge. Burial was in Ever
green Cemetery. 

:£.c. 

HURLEY.-' Sybil Reed was born Feb. 7, 
1895 in Grandin, N.D., q,nd died at· 
Edgerton Hospital, Edgerton, Wis., on 
Feb. 12, 1980 after a long illness. She 
moved to Milton as a girl and graduated 
from Milton College in 192 \. On June 
20, 1921 she was united in marriage to 
Victor Hurley, who died in 1978. She is 
survived by two children: Jane, Mrs. 
Claus Sporck of Cedar, Michigan, and 
George of Appleton, Wis., also three 
grandchildren. 

She was a member of the Milton Seven,th 
Day Baptist Church and active in the Women's 
Circle. Funeral services were held in the Milton 
church on February 14 with her pastor, I;:arl 
Cruzan in charge. Burial was in Milton 
Cemetery. 

~ 

Rev. James McGeachy 
1897-1980 

-E.C. 

McGEACHY.-Rev. James, the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. James McGeachy, was born 
in Glasgow, Scotland, April 6, 1897, 
and died in Yorkshire, England, on 
January 9, 1980, following an illness of 
several months. 

Pastor McGeachy accepted the Sabbath truth 
at the age of sixteen and became affiliated 
with the Seventh-day Adventist church iil 
the British Isles. He was conscripted for the 
British army during World War I, refused 
service in France, and was confined to military 
prison for a time. He-entered full-time mis
sionary work for Seventh-day Adventists 
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serving in Egypt 1919-24 and t hen in Iraq 
1924-26. 

In 1927 the Mc(jeachys joined the Mill 
Yard Seventh Day Bartist Church in London, 
England, TheJollowing year he became pastor 
and served urltil 1969, His forty years in the 
~DB ra:,torate included a worldwide vision 
and work. In 1930 he founded the Evangelical 
Sabbatarian Mission which published books, 
tracts and a magazine. He was the author of 
eleven books and numerous tracts. The sale 
of his books later rroduced funds to assist 
with the SDB mission work in Guyana, 
South America. 

He maintained an extensive worldwide 
corresrondence through the years and took 
special interest in mission work in Africa. 
He'served as a delegate to the Dutch and 
German SOB Conferences and sought IOJin
crease the SDB witness throughout Eurclpe. 
He attended the General Conference sessions 
in 1964 at Salem College and was one of the 
founders of the Seventh Day Baptist World 
Federation. 

Always a Christian gentleman, Pastor Mc 
Geachy will also be remembered for his scholar
ship and research, especially in the area of 
Biblical prophecy. He is survi ved by his 
daughter, Ruth (Mrs. Philip) Anderson and 
two grandsons, all of Grantham, England. 
The funeral service was conducted from the 
cemetery chapel by Elder A.D. Conroy. 
Pastor A.L. Peat of the Mill Yard Church 
offered prayer at the graveside. "Blessed are 
the dead who die in the Lord .. that they may 
rest from their labors, for their deeds follow 
them" (Rev. 14:13). 

-J.D.B. 

MILLAR.-Eva Burkinshaw was born 
November 22, 1888 in Yorkshire, England, 
and died in Battle Creek, MI, January 
31, 1980. She moved to Canada in 1914 
and then relocated to Battle Creek in 
1922. 

At one time she was employed by the 
Battle Creek Food Co., and during World 
War 11 was employed at Percy Jones General 
Hospital. She was a member of the Battle 
Creek Seventh Day Baptist Church and the' . 
Women's Christian Temperance Union. 

Eva was versatile and perhaps best known 
for her beautiful poems and music compositions. 
She was awarded first prize for poetry in 
1968 for her entry in the first religious art 
exposition in the Battle Creek Center. 

She is survived by her husband, William 
D. Millar. The couple celebrated its 61st 
wedding anniversary last September. Also 
surviving are a son, Arthur B. Millar of Battle 
Creek; a sister, Mrs. Winifred Clayton of 
Yorkshire, England, and a brother, George 
Berkinshire of Bobsover, England. 

Services were held on Sabbath afternoon, 
February 2, in the Battle Creek Seventh Day 
Baptist Church with her pastor, S. Kenneth 
Davis, officiating. Interment was in Memorial 
Park Cemetery. 

-S.K.D. 

STOHR.-Genevieve M., daughter of 
Charles W. and Eva Cartwright Saunders, 
was born April 10, 1911 in Richburg, 
N. Y., and died at the Jones Memorial 
Hospital, Wellsville, N.Y., on February 
16, 1980. 

She was married to Earl Stohr, celebrating 
their 50th anniversary in 1976. She was a 
lifelong resident of Richburg, and had been 
employed as a clerk-treasurer for the village 
of Richburg. She was a faithful member of 
the Richburg church for fifty five years and 
served as treasurer for the past twelve years. 
She had been president of the Ladies' Aid 
Society. 

I 

Besides her husband, she is survived by a 
son, C. Robert Stohr of Richburg; a sister, • 
Miss Onnalee Saunders of Richburg; two 
nerhews, two grand-nieces, a great-great niece 
and a great -great nephew. . 

The funeral was at the Richburg Seventh 
Day Baptist Church with her pastor, Rev. C. 
Harmon Dickinson, officiating, on February 
19, 1980. Burial will be in the Richburg 
Cemetery. 

-C.H.D. 

THORNGATE.-Lola Lyon, was born 
at Trumbull, Nebraska, October 14, 
1897, and died at the Arkansas Manor 
Rest Home in Denver, Colorado, on Feb
ruary 9, 1980. She was a member of the 
Denver Seventh Day Baptist Church wher'~ 
she faithfully served in many ways. 

She was the wife of Paul Thorngate, their 
marriage taking place on February 27, 1921, 
at Hastings, Nebraska, They spent several 
years in the area of Hansen and Hastings, 
Nebraska, moving to Denver in the 1930's. 

She is survived by her husband, Paul 
Thorngate, of Denver; a son, Lloyd Thorngate, 
of Lakewood, Colorado; two brothers, Harold 
Lyon and Ray Lyon;' and several nieces 
and nephews. 

Funeral services were held from the Seventh 
Day Baptist Church in Lakewood, conducted 
by her pastor, Rev. Edgar Wheeler. Interment 
was in Crown Hill Cemetery, Lakewood. 

-E.F.W. 

WILDERMUTH.-Edna A., age 76, 
daughter' of the late Edo and Laura 
Sheppard Ayars, was born May 23, 1903, 
in Roadstown, N. J. ,and died suddenly 
from a heart attack Dec. 24, 1979, She 
had been in failing health for several years. 

She was married to the late Roy Wildermuth 
May 8, 1918 at Roadstown, who died April 
4,1971. 

She accepted Jesus and joined the Marlboro 
SOB Church Mar. 6,1915. 

Surviving included: two sons, Roy (Hammy) 
of Pennsville, NJ, and Frank of Salem, NJ; 
two daughters, Mrs. Lester (Addie) Swaliop 
of Houston, Tx., and Mrs. Alfred (Harriet) 
Maples, of Camilla, Ga.; three sisters, Mrs. 
William (Jerry) (Myrtle) Penton, Mrs. Howard 
(Lana) Mick and Mrs. Merl (Laura) Garrison, 
all of Bridgeton; a brother , Francis Ayars 
of Marlboro; nine grandchildren and three 
great -grandchildren. . 

Services were held Dec. 28 from Freitag 
Funeral Home by her pastor, the Rev. Donald 

,E. Richards. Interment was in Fernwood 
Memorial Park. 

-D.E.R. 

WILKINSON.-Edna R. Van Horn (Mrs. 
Walter) Wilkinson was born in Welton, 
Iowa, 91 years ago and died at her res
idence in Battle Creek, M I, on January 
6, 1980. 

She moved to Battle Creek from West 
Virginia in 1917. For many years she taught 
in the rural Battle Creek area schools. Edna 
was a member of the Battle Creek Sevellth 
Day Baptist Church where she taught an adult 
Sabbath School class until recently. 

Surviving are her husband, Walter and a 
half-brother, the Rev. Marion Van Horn of 
Daytona Beach, FL. The Wilkinsons observed 
their 54th wedding anniversary last February. 

Funeral services were held Sabbath, February 
9, 1980, in the Battle Creek SOB Church 
with her pastor, the Rev. S. Kenneth Davis 
officiating. Interment was in Memorial Park 
Cemetery. 

-S,K.O. 
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Decade of Discipleship 

; "The program is only as good as you put • 
~t to use, I, states one pastor as his congre
gation begins ~a~ing PC!rticipation in ~he 
Decade of Dtsctpleshtp. After hamng 
pf;trticipated in Evangelism Explosion 
training and implementing a discipleship 
cell of six persons he feels that the oppor
tunity for development within the church 

• is high indeed .. 
" ' .. E!ven those who have felt that the ma

terw,ls sugges.ted by our leaders was on • 
• the nature of a "catechism" are excited 
• about what is happening within their cell • 

group as they share in discussion and 
more "independent and creative thinking." • 

• Another p:a$tor states: "I think that we 
• are all finding it exciting and useful and • 

Ihave beenpe'rsonally blessed in the study. 
• I am alsQpleased with the attitudes and 

responses of those who are involved in 
the study. ". ' . 

. God is blessing us as we participate • 
together in the Decade of Discipleship. 
We are rea,lizing how important individual. 
study and group sharing 'are for the strength- . 

• ening of the body of Christ. As disciples • 
are "made "they, in turn, share the oppor
tunities for study and sharing with others, 
and the body grows . . Together we can • 
realize our dreams - the dream that Seventh 

• Day Baptists are sharing a unique and • 
wonq,erful message that Jesus Christ is 
Savior and Lord. 

• "The call to discipleship comes as • 
• .. mysteriously as being born from above; 

once a. man hears. it, it profoundly alt~r§ • 
everything. It is like the call of the sl'ii, 
the, call. of the mountains, not everyone 
hears these calls, only those who have the 

• nature of the sea or the mountains -and • 
• then only if they pay attention to the call" • 

. (Oswald Chambers). May we hear the call 
and dedicate ourselves and our churches 

• to discipleship. 

SOMEONE ELSE 
••• I)IES SUDDENLY 

PROVE YOUR LOVE 
-for yourself and for your church-

.Set appropriate giving goals to Our World Mission 
during 1980. 

$291,988.00 
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Love is a powerful force in life, causing people to 
perform many heroic deeds on behalf of others. 

God's love far surpasses any human love, causing Him 
to give His Son so we could have life everlasting. 

/ 

One's stewardship commitment gives each Christian 
. an opportunity to express love for God. 

"IF YE LOVE ME, KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS" 
(John 14:15) . 

The best you have-your time, your talent, 
your treasure-belongs to God. D 

a financial need everyone assumed 
.. that Someone Else would make up 

the difference. 

We were saddened to learn this 
. week ·of· the sudden and unexpected 
death of one of our most active 
members, Someone Else. Let us 

did far more'than a normal person's 
share of the work. Whenever leader
ship was mentioned, this wonderful 
person was looked to for inspiration 
as well as results, "Someone Else can 
work with that group. " When there 
was a job to do, a class to teach, 
or a meeting to attend ... "Let Some
one Else do it." 

. Someone Else was. a wonderful 
person, sometimes anpearing to be 
superhuman but a person can do only 
so much. Were the truth known, 
everybody expected too much of 
Someone Else. Now Someone Else 
is gone! Someone Else left a wonder
ful example to follow,' but who is 
going to follow it? Who is going to 
do the things we were always willing 
to let Someone Else do? This means, 
of course, that we can no longer 
depend on Someone Else to do every
thing for us. If all the needs that 
exist in our churches and Our World 
Mission and other important programs 
are to be taken care of, then WE 
MUST DO IT TOGETHER. D 

. reflect upon this very sobering news. 

Someone Else's passing creates a 
vacancy that will be difficult to fill. 
Else has been with us for years and 
for everyone of those years, Someone 
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It was common knowledge that 
Someone Else was among the largest 
givers to the Church and to Our 
World Mission. Whenever there was 

. ,i ... , ,> 
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Last month we talked about books and what good 
good friends they could be. Since I wrote to YOW about 
some of my favorite book-friends, I came across this 
story about books. It comes from a book by Annis Duff, 
called Bequest of Wings. ') 

Mrs. Duff tells about her son when he was just barely 
old enough to start making friends with books. He got 
hold of his sister's library book and had great fun tearing 
it all apart. He had been told that he should respect 
books and to treat them lovingly. He had also been 
told that if he damaged a book that all of his own books 
would be taken from him for a period of time. 

He realized that he had done a naughty thing as he 
watched all of his precious books being taken from 
their place on the chest of drawers. But he did not realize 
how serious was his offense until the next morning. 
I'll let Mrs. Oliff tell the rest of the story. 

I 

"The next morning, very early, we heard him climbing 
out of bed, saying to hi .. mself in pleased anticipation,. 
'He's going to look at a book.' The big chair scraped 
across the' floor toward the chest, 'He's going to look at 
h1a~y books.' A small body heaved itself up into the 
chair, 'He's going to look at MANY books!' Then, in a 
tone of bitter disappointment and outrage, 'Oh, OH! 
NO BOOKS!' When, after some time, we went into his 

.... 

by Unda Harris 

room, a penitent little figure sat dolefully in bed, and 
a very small voice said, 'He tore the poor book. Can't 
look at any books.' II ' 

, Below are the names of several books. Do YOl! recog
nize them? They are the books of the New Testament, . 
but they look strange because they are scrambled .. 
Unscramble each name and then put them in the right 
order. Two samples are done to heip you. The answers 
are on page 21:0 . 

SCRAMBLED UNSCRAMBLED . CORRECTORDER 

1. CAST Matthew 

2. 1, 2 & 3 HOJN 

3. KRAM 

4. SITUT 

5. 1 & 2 REPET 

6. SEWHREB 

7. SNAILGATA 

8. 1 & 2 MYITHOT 

9. WATETHM Matthew 

10. SILONASOCS 

11. MAEJS 

12. NAROMS 1 & 2 Thessalonians 

13. 1 & 2 LANESA TaSH INS 1 & 2 Thessalonians 

14. KULE 

15. LEMONHIP 

16. ESHAPESI N 

17. DEJU 

18. 1 & 2 THINAROCSIN 

19. LARVEITEON 

20. SIPllIPPHAN 

21. NOHJ 

MEMORY VERSE: II All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching the truth, rebuking error t correcting 
faults, and giving instructions for right living." 2 Timothy 3:16 TEV. .' '. .' . 
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, Last mont~ we to'iked ~bo~t books and what good 
good friends they could ~e. SlOce I wrot~ to you about 
some ,of my, favorite book-friends, J came across this 
story about books. It ~omes from a book by Annis Duff, 

, called Beq~st of Wings. ' , 

. Mrs.;Ouff ~Tfs about her sort when he was just bar~lt 
,old enough to start niaking friends with books. He got 
hold of his sister's library book-and had g~eat fun tearing 
it all apart.', He' had been told that he should respect 
bq'oks a'1d ,to' ,treat them lovingly. He had also been 
told that if he damaged a book that all of his own books 
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watched all of his precious books being taken from 
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with the world 
in Torolrto 

The 141h BapllSIWorld Congreso In Toronto Canaria July 8 13 1980 

THE BAPTIST WORL\> 
. ALLIANCE JUBILEE 

by Dorothy Parrott 

"The Baptist World Alliance invites 
you to a week of celebration and 
fellowship with the :world family of 
Bapti~ts." So States the brochure 
that tells about the 14th Baptist 
W orldCongress. . 

Plan to meet the family ... 
. "Everyfive years our world Bap

tist family comes together· to strengthen 
relationships through Christian fellow
ship and to renew our commitment 
to the changeless Christ." 

Plan to attend ... 
. "The 14th Baptist World Congress 

will be held in Toronto, Canada, 
July 8-12, 1980. Representatives 
from at least 75 countries are expected 
to attend." 

Plan to celebrate ... 
"The theme of the Congress is 

'Celebrating Christ's Presence 
Through the Spirit' (John 13: 16). 
This will be the 75th anniversary of 
the Baptist World Alliance. A his-
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torical drama will be part of the 
program. " 

Plan to participate ... 
"Program features will include 

daily prayer groups, Bible study ses
sions, programming for children and 
youth, and inspirational messages 
and music. Of special interest will 
be a World Fellowship Celebration 
to be held at the University of Toronto 
campus. Gifts from (each) country 
may be brought and exchanged with 
other delegates." 

Plan to enjoy ... 
"The parade of flags of the nations 

will be an exciting part of Saturday 
evening's program. Choirs will sing . 
in the Congress meetings and in the 
city parks. Sightseeing tours for nearby 
attractions are being planned." 

This is a rare opportunity for those 
of us living in the U.S. to visit 
with fellow Christians from other 
countries. Those of us who have the 
privilege of representing Seventh Day 
Baptists in· various Baptist organ
izations know the blessing to be en-

joyed by getting to know other Bap
tists who know and serve the same 
Lord and Savior . 

Our Women's Board has been very 
active in Baptist meetings on the 
national scene. You may remember 
that Marie Mathis was guest speaker 
at the Women's Banquet a few years 
ago. Marybelle Williams was the 
speaker last year. Both are leaders 
on the national level. 

Our Christian Social Action Com
mittee works through the Baptist 
World Alliance Relief Fund in sending 
your love gifts to people who suffer 
from hunger and other disaster. 

We have representatives on the 
Baptist Joint Committee, the North 
American Baptist Fellowship, the 
Baptist Men's Fellowship, and the 
Friends 'of the Alliance Committee. 
At Conference, in August, 1979, we 
were privileged to have in attendance, 
Dr. James Wood, Jr., Baptist Joint 
Committee, Pearl McNeil, American 
Baptist Churches, Rev. Lee Satter
field, accompanied by his wife, Men's 
Fellowship, and Linda Brown, Friends 
of the Alliance Committee. 

On Wednesday of the Congress 
there will be a Friends of the Alliance 
luncheon. This will provide oppor
tunity to get to ~now one another, 
to introduce the ministry of the 
Alliance, and to solicit support. 
The purchase of tickets ($10) as well 
as any additional gifts will help with 
the expenses of the Congress as well 
as other activities of the Alliance. 

Thursday and Friday afternoon 
sessions will be open sessions of the 
Women's Department, Men's De
partment, Youth Department, Study 
and Research, Evangelism and Ed
ucation and Study Commissions. 

"There will be an unusually large 
number of young people attending 
the Congress-Many of them will 
be participants in youth choirs. 
Special activities are being planned 
for the young people 13-19 years 
of age." (Betty L. Smith, Executive 
Committee Report) 

Hopefully, many Seventh Day 
. Baptists will attend, share in the cele
bration and return to their home 
churches, inspired and ready to share 
the concept that we are "one in 
Christ" with out fellow Baptists 
and that He has given to all of us 
the Great Commission. 0 
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~ ______ ~ _____ ~torl~ia~ ____________ ~ 

a God, Thou hast taught me from my youth; 
And I still declare Thy wondrous deeds. 
And even when I am old and gray, a God, 

do not forsake me, 
Untill declare Thy strength to this generation, 
Thy power to all who. are to come 

-Psalm 71: 17-18 ASV 

As the average life span continues to increase we 
shall have more and more retirees within our 
membership. While there are many fine retirement 

centers and nursing homes in the area of our churches, 
none are especially related to our people. Some of our 
churches have special ministries to the aged, and minis
tries that involve retirees who are using their talents 
and time for the edification of the church. But we do 
not have a united approach for a special ministry to 
our elders. 

For some time Seventh Day Baptists have discussed 
the possibility of our own retirement center and/or 
nursing home complex. It seems that this is a real need
a need that will become more pronounced in coming 
years. Such a center/home might be sponsored by a 
local church, an association, or the denomination as 
a whole. However, we think it is time, past time in fact, 
for Seventh Day Baptist Christians to take seriously the 
instruction to "honor our fathers and mothers" in the 
faith by preparing for them a special and distinctive 
home for the retirement years. It is also time for us to 
give serious thought to the development and implemen
tation of a special ministry for the retirees in our churches 
across the land. 

Wisdom is with aged men, 
With long life is understanding. 
With him are wisdom and might 
To Him belong counsel and understanding. 

Job 12: 12, 13 ASV 

My son, forget not my law~ but let thine 
heart keep my commandments: For length 
of days, and a long life, and peace, 
shall they add to thee. 

·Prov. 3:1,2 KJV 

" 

( 

GOING ON 
Growing old, but not retiring 

For the battle still is on; 
Going on without relenting, 

Till the final victory's won. 
Ever on, nor think of resting, 

For the battle rages still, 
And my Savior still is with me 

And I seek to do His will. 

Years roll by, the body weakens; 
But the spirit still is young; 

Breath of God - it never ages, 
Is eternal, ever strong. 

Rather, year by year it strengthens, 
Gaining o'er the things of sense. 

By Thy Spirit, lead my spirit, 
Savior, till Thou call me hence. 

Things of earth decrease in value, 
Brighter shines the light above; 

Less the power of human hatred, 
Sweeter far the Savior's love. 

Let me tell it to the needy, 
Far and wide Thy worth proclaim; 

That my closing years may praise Thee 
Glorify Thy blessed name. 

Let me labor in Thy harvest 
More than ever in the past, 

Reaping in what Thou hast planted, 
Till I dwell with Thee at last; 

That before Thy throne eternal 
I may have some fruit to bring, 

Not my work - the ftuit of Calvary, 
All areThine, my Lord and King. 

-author unknown 

) 
For reader response: QUESTION - Should Seventh 

Day Baptists consider the development of a special 
ministry to our retired members, with the possibility 
of our" own· retirement center and/or nursing home 
complex? . 

-Send your response and ideas to the Editor. 
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Double the Churches to reach at least 120 

-by encouraging church extension 
(a) satellite gr'owth-

reaching out to a neighboring area 
(b) relocation growth-

taking faith to new residence 
(c) church planting-

sending workers to new fields 
-by recruiting, training, and placing church extension 

workers 

.', 

1 - Organizational Service March 22, 1980 
S.D.B. Church 
Centralia,WA 

. Rev. Wayne Babcock, Pastor 

2 - Grace Christian Fellowship 
San Diego, CA 

'.. Rev. Russell Havens, Pastor 

3 - Albuquerque, NM 
I S.D .. B. Fellowship 

Charles Swing, Pastor. 

4 -' Christ Chapel 
Springfield, MO· 
Kenneth Hatcher, Pastor 

5 .... ;; . MetQpqis, TN 
. S.ItB·i.Church 
William Shoffner, Pastor 
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6 - Madison, WI 
S.D.B. Fellowship 

7 - Asheville-' Brevard, NC 
Rev. John Camenga, Field Pastor 

8 - Fayetteville, NC 
Eastern NC S.D.B. Fellowship 
John c,amenga, Field Pastor 

* 168th Session - General Conference 
August 10-16, 1980 - Denver, CO 
Loretto Heights College 

• S.D.B. Conference Offices 
S.D.B. Publishing House 
Plainfield, NJ 
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