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RICHARD SHEPARD 

Dick Shepard is an executive with Armco 
Steel and has been working in areas of 
planning and development. He will conduct 
a one-day workshop on "Planning in the 
Local Church" using the "storyboard" 

concepts of planning. 

Don Graffius is a lawyer specializing in 
estate planning and wills. He is a member 
of the Seventh Day Baptist Memorial Fund 
Trustees and has conducted workshops on 
wills and bequests at our General Conference. 
He will be assisting Mr. Gamble in the work
shop on "Financial Planning as a Clergy 

Family." 

DONALD GRAFFIUS 

CONNOLLY GAMBLE 

Connolly Gamble is a consultant in con
tinuing education for the American Baptist 
Board of Educational Ministries. Founder 
of the Society for the Advancement of Con
tinuing Education for Ministry (SACEM) 
and its present executive secretary, Mr. 
Gamble has given seminars on "Financial 
Planning as a Clergy Family" on several 
occasions. He win be sharing with our pastors 
and their spouses the responsibility for good 
financial planning and Christian stewardship. 

Barbara C. Saunders, wife of Dean Saunders 
is a hO\lsewife and mother and director of 
music for two churches. She has been a 
pastor's wife and will lead a seminar for 
clergy spouses concurrent with several sessions 
of the ministers' conference. She conducted 
such seminars at the 1978 session of the 

S.D.B. Ministers Conference. 

BARBARA C. SAUNDERS 

DESMOND FORD 

Desmond Ford is a Seventh-day Adventist 
theologian from Australia, where he once 
headed the theology department .of Avon
dale College. One of "Adventism's most 
widely known thinkers" (Christianity Today) 
he has been' in the center of controversy 
in his denomination over the past few months. 
He has agreed to join us for two days and 
help us understand the theological position 
of Adventism. Our General Conference 
encouraged us to study our Sabbath-observing 
friends, and. this gives' us opportunity to 
listen and learn from one who understands . 

Adventist thought. 

Herbert E. Saunders is the dean of the Seventh . 
Day Baptist Center on Ministry. This is the 

third such conference he has directed. 

HERBERT E. SAUNDERS, 
DIRECTOR 

SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST MINISTERS CONFERENCE 

The 1981 session of the biennial Seventh Day Baptist Ministers Conference will be held in 
Daytona Beach, Florida, February 18-24, 1981. The sessions will be held at the Seventh Day 
Baptist Church. The cost of the Conference is $30.00 for each participant. Bible studies on 
I and II Timothy will be conducted by pastors, who will also lead in worship and prayer. 
Denominational leaders will have opportunity to share programs and insights as well as listen 
to the concerns of pastors. The Conference is being subsidized by the Continuing Education 
Fund of the Center on Ministry. 0 
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We'll focusin on our topic by using a 
diagram outline of the topic phrase. 

Now let's see if we can get a picture 
of what we are considering. Close your 
eyes and put on mental blinders that shut 
off all outside distractions. Now put a 
mirror in front of your thoughts and 
think of "YOU". Think of the things 
you see and sO,metimes would rather 
not see. Note your strengths, abilities,' 
talents, personality, looks, joys, sorrows, 
failures, disappointments, dislikes ... this 
is "YOU". Of course, "YOU" also 
includes me as I share this with you. 

4 

God would have us consider this topic together, 
not as it applies to others, but as it applies to each indi
vidual that hears these words. 

I 

Change your mental picture, now, and put the "YOU" 
in action, and see yourself, coming before the Lord 
in a personal audience ... with all the throngs of heaven 
witnessing the event. Called by name, surrounded, 
but with all the attention focused on "YOU". See 
His radiance, see His glory and sense His power and 
wisdom. Feel His peace and joy, and understand His 
precise and unwavering justice 'based on His very nature: ' 
Then, realize with a rush of relief; He's forgiven me! 
He's forgiven me! Can you understand Isaiah, not 
knowing the blessing of the blood of Jesus, standing 
before God's throne and saying: "Woe is me, for I am 

undone." Can you also feel the joy of hearing from 
God's voice, "Well done, good and faithful servant." 

So we begin to grasp what it means to please God, but 
let's shift the scene once again, and get the full picture 
of what we want to discuss. Let's take a look at the ( 
qualifying phrase, "through service to others." "But I 
people aren't easy to serve, Lord." And the Lord 
speaks back and says, "That's right but they are My 
image and My creation; bring them redemption in my 
name. " Look around you and see the ones that you 
have successfully and joyfully served. See the ones 
that have received you and your love in Christ's name. 
These are people that you could just throw your arms 
around and hug in the Lord as you've been blessed 

. by giving and receiving care for one another. Oh, 
that's a beautiful feeling, and completely gratifying. 
How tragic for one who has never experienced that 
feeling and need .. 

But also think of those who have been unable to 
serve to this point, people that perhaps you feel you 
cannot possible serve, and maybe you do not want 
to serve in the least, the people that Pastor Gabriel 
Bejjani called "Mission Impossibles," those whose 
hands you shake limply as a traditi9nal obligation and 
gesture, or those whom you render the traditional 
"Hello" because they turned and noticed you before 
you could slip by unnoticed. This then is the real area 
of challenge to our lives. 

The command of Scripture is clear and emphatic 
in its requirements on our servanthood in this matter. 
Matthew 25:31-46 states that one of the separating 
points between the sheep and the goats at the throne of 
God will be their attitude and actions towards people. 
Romans 12:9-21 gives guidelines for conduct with each 
other, and points out that there are specific kinds of 
treatment that we are to offer to our enemies. Luke 
6:27-38 states the case for our enemies even more 
clearly. 

Loving the Unloving 

These commands and expectations to those who walk 
in Christ, do not come with "except" or "but" attached 
as loopholes to relieve our obligations. Rather they 
are the standards of the life that is really surrendered 

PLEASING GOD 
THROUGH SERVICE 
TO O'I'HE:RS 

Rev. Russell Johnson 
Verona, NY 
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to Christ. I have an understanding from the Lord that 
where God has the most to teach you, and where the 
greatest victories can be won is amongst those you can 
tolerate least and fear most. In these relationships, 
Christ's love is perfectly demonstrated in and through 
us, for we know that except for Him it would be im
possible for us to love them. How often we limit both 
our experiences and the power of God in us by feeling 
that the problems that we encounter and the people 
we deal with are beyond hope and are completely un
changeable. We say, "all things are possible for Him," 
but do we act accordingly? Is our belief real to us? 
Our faith and confidence in the Lord should see "po
tential miracle" and "future victory" written all over 
the lives of those that seem the most rebellious . 

My family and I have opened our home on several 
occasions to those "sinners" who might be judged to 
be "untouchables" by those who choose to judge. I've 
had one person who professed to be under Christ say 
"They had their chance, how can you do this for them 
again?" Simply, the answer must be, because I'm aware 
that God has forgiven in me more than I like to recall, 
and still continues to forgive me through Christ when 
I still slip and fall short of what He wants me to be and 
do. Since I am created in His image and His Way, I 
am to do as he has done to me, or to expect from Him 
what we have done to others. Without His presence 
in my life, I'd return to do the very things that He has 
overcome in me, and I find so easy to condemn in 
others. Even now under the grace and mercy of 
Christ, I'm grateful that God doesn't keep score on how 
well I'm doing. On a daily basis, I know that I 
would not stand a chance of sharing His presence through
out eternity. Except for the righteousness of Jesus, we 
are nothing in God's eyes. Under Christ, God doesn't 
say to us like the farmer said to his st\.lbborn mule: 
"That's one." Rather He says: "That's the once and 
for all for which I gave my one and only begotten Son." 

God's system of balances and weights in Jesus Christ 
is so different than ours. Our justice and relationships 
to others are built like a teeter-totter. Our relationship 
with Him is developing, and we want to look down 
at those who are not on the same end of the scale with 
us. We are lifted up so we tend to push others down. 

God's new scale and balance works on an equilibrium 
principle that requires that both sides of the scale be 
equal at all times. If your relationship with God grows, 
your relationship with all people is equally lifted up, 
and you are a better servant and witness of God's 
presence in you. If you push other people down, "knock" 
them for that which they do or do not do, your relation
ship with God will be pushed down. The cross is the fulcrum 
of God's scale of Justice, and the more of our burdens 
and failures that are put to rest on the cross beam, the 
higher good we will be to glorify God and serve our 
fellow tnen. " 

We Can Only Share What We Have Experienced 

The key to this whole discussion is the realization 
that you cannot give of the things of God if you have 
not already received them yourself. And you cannot 
hold on to what you have unless you are ready to share 
what you receive. As you share what you have received 
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from God in all parts of your life, with those who need 
what you have; you prepare yourself to be ready to 
receive more of God's presence and blessings in you. 
In other words, as you grow in Christ and receive more 
forgiveness, you will discover that more forgiveness 
is channeled through you to give to others ... But you can 
limit that spilling of God's forgiveness into others 
lives by holding your peace and saying nothing. And it 
must be realized that you cannot generate a "look 
alike" copy by any of your efforts that will accomplish 
God's purpose and will. For instance, you cannot sit 
down and determine "I will love Johnny Johnson 
because I am supposed to do it." You may try, but 
you will discover that it is not a true love for the person, 
and at the first difficulty or failure on his part all the 
old dislikes reappear to haunt us. Only God's love 
given to us and showing through us can love the sinner 
abhor the sin. 

The forgiveness and love and service you give must 
literally come out of that which is in you because of 
the measure of Christ that you have yielded your life 
to receive. There's a little chorus that says, "I want more 
of Jesus, more and more and more. I want more of 
Jesus than I've ever had before. I want more of His 
rich love so rich and full and free, I want more of Jesus 
so I'll give Him more of me." What comes to us from 
God is ours, but not as a possession but rather for our 
use in working with ourselves and working with each 
other. 

What holds down your growth and service to God? 
It is not the need for greater faith, nor is it ability (if 
you keep yourself available to God, He will provide 
all the abilities that you need), but rather our limitation 
is found in our unwillingness to give all that we have 
received from Christ to sinful men, as He has given to 
them and us as sinners, too. God will not give you 
more than you can willingly use. 

Are we ready to share as God desires, or will we con
tinue to judge those who are worthy to have and share 
our time and the truth that we have within us? God is 
equal in His love and mercy towards all; can those who 
walk with Him and call Him Father, and themselves 
sons and daughters be any less merciful and loving? 

We may never perfectly fulfill this work of God in 
us, but it must always be 9ur realistic goal and expec
tation that we are to lovingly and without judgment 
serve all of God's creation and especially people who 
were created to bear His image. James 4: 17 warns us 
that if we know to do what is right and refuse to do it, 
then we have sinned. If we fail to show love and mercy 
and forgiveness, we have sinned as badly as those we 
have passed by on the other side of the road. 

Let us recall that if we are in Jesus and Jesus is in us, 
then our relationships with people will be shaped and 
colored by His presence and the tones of His love in us. 
The way we act reveals clearly the'true degree that we 
have yielded to God's control in us. The Lord pleads, 
"serve and please me by serving others as I serve them." 
My prayer is that we will let God use us to develop 
loving and forgiving relationships with all people' with 
whom we come into contact, that God's work may be 
accomplished through us, and His name glorified before 
the nations. 0 

5 

11/ 



I 
I 
i 

1 i 
! 

I! 
,. 

, ' ,. 

i: , 

! , 

·1 ne of the most amazing 
differences between the Bible 
message - the message of God 
to men - and the way in which 
the world acts is the way in 
which the world criticizes 
and tears down while the 
Bible affirms and builds up. 
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Of course the Bible spends a great deal of time 
telling us that we are sinners, that the wages of 
sin is death, that hell awaits the unrepentant; 
but at the same time the Bible affirms our worth 
and lifts us up in our own eyes and makes sure 
that we know we are loved and cherished and provided 
for both in this life and in the next. Just listen! 

..... What is man that thou art mindful 
of him, and the son of man that thou 
dost care for him? Yet thou hast made 
him little less than God, and dost croum 
him with glory and honor. Thou hast 
given him dominion over the works of 
thy hands ... "(RSV) 

How could the worth of each person be expressed 
in any more definite terms? - only a little less 

.. LITTL 
than God! That is as hard to believe as any of 
the miracle stories! We don't see ourselves that 
way, and we certainly don't see others that way. ' 

It seems to be a hard lesson for the world to learn, 
that each man and woman and child is loved by God, 
who sees in him or her possibilities which are worth 
saving for all eternity. It seems to be hard for the 
world to learn that God prepared each person for 
participati(m with Him in the eternal order of things. 
It seems hard for the world to learn that each 
person is important - that each person has worth
that each person can make a contribution to the 
general good - that each person is loved and can 
love. 

LESS 
THAN 

GOD 
BY REV. VICTOR SKAGGS 

PLAINFIELD, NJ 

SCRIPTURE READING: 
COLOSSIANS 3:1-17 
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Just see what human beings are like! They have 
bodies which are marvelous. These bodies are able 
to recuperate from disease and injury; they can 
adapt to extremes of cold and heat; they can do 
innumerable things; they are adaptable to an almost 
infinite variety of activities. They have minds 
which are marvelous! Their minds can delve into the 
vastness of space or into the intricacies of human 
life and personality; they can conceive of great and 
wonderful things; they can direct and plan and 
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administer. They are spirits, wonderful in them-' 
selves! Spirits can respond in love to their Creator; 
spirits can relate to each other in intricate ways. 
They are spirits, which makes them greater and 
higher than intelligent animal life around them. 

MATURING 
UNDER 

GOD 

Human beings-all human beings 
- are w'onderful beyond our de
scriptive powers. This is an evi
dence of their individual worth. 

They have the ability to grow into the stature of 
Christ in all His completeness when they align 
themselves with theIr Creator. Every person has 
this capability - the ability to become mature under 
God. 

But that is not the way in which the world treats 
its people. We do not have to go out of our homes 
to recognize that the world does not treat its people 
as persons of worth. We can see that on the television 
tube and read it in the newspapers and magazines. 
Individuals and groups are constantly struggling for 
recognition. Blacks, women, men, Puerto Ricans, 
Indians, Arabs, Jews -any group you can name is 
pressing its claims for recognition and what it calls 
Justice, because it feels put down and must affirm 
its own worth. Entertainment (so much of it)is 
aimed at our least attractive characteristics, tending 
to lower our standards and our estimate of our 
own worth. Direction which we don't need, laws 
which distort the social situation, coercion, lack· 
Qf faith in one another - all these things and more 

. combine to destroy the sense of worth in the 
individual. This is one of the great sins of our 
society and of our world. So the world does violence 
to human personality! It tells persons that they 
cannot control their bodies; they must be directed 
and coerced. It tells them that they cannot control 
their minds; they must let them run their own 

, course and come up with the lowest common de
nominator. It pushes persons toward violence and 
selfishness and pride and mob action. And when 
one person steps out of line, he or she is destroyed 
by word of mouth or by physical violence or by 
isolation, so that his or her personal worth is denied. 

All this is problem enough, but the real tragedy 
lies in the fact that Christians and the Christian 
Church so often join in, forgetting the real worth 
of individuals, and do violence to human personality 
and destroy the opportunities individuals have to 
grow into maturity. So we do violence to that which 
we are supposed to build up. 

Have you ever known a person who was so dependent 
upon a Christian counselor that when the counselor 
was not available, that person was unable to cope 
with the pressures of life? I have seen that situation 
over and over again. In the name of Jesus Christ, 
the counselor has woven himself into that life until 
it could not function without him. He had destroyed 
or failed to develop. in that life the steps toward . 
maturity: the ability to decide, the assurance which 
comes from both faith and experience, the internal 
values which are the stuff of which decisions are 
made. The counselor had failed to develop in that 
life that which would lead it toward Christian 
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maturity. He had done it either because he lacked 
knowledge or because some inner demand - something 
within himself - needed someone who depended 
upon him. And in so doing, he had done VIOlence 
to human personality. He had denigrated the worth 
of the individual. He had held back the spiritual 
growth of one of God's children. 

Now we don't have to be professional counselors 
to be involved in this insidious sin. It is easy for 
us to take part in tearing down the confidence of 
another. We do it all the time. We do it by refusing 
to accept any of their suggestions, by laughing at 
their remarks which are not meant to be funny, 
by making decisions for them, and by demanding 
that they follow our standards. We do it by simply 
demanding that others look to us as the authorities 
from which they are to receive their answers. 

In relation to this, I want you to hear some of the 
wonderful things Paul wrote about persons - Christian 
persons. Perhaps then you will wonder, as I some
times do, why we treat other persons as we do. 

"You have been called by God to be His 
oum. So then, I urge you to live a life 
of comple te humility and gentleness, a 
life of patience, a life in which you always 
lovingly bear with one another. 1 urge 
you to be eager to preserve that unity 
which the Spirit can give, a unity in 
which you are bound together in a per
fect relationship to one another. " 

Does that sound as great to you as it does to me? 
He is writing to individuals of great worth, who 
can relate to each other under God in all these won
derful and fruitful ways. He goes on: 

"Each of you has received his own share 
of grace in proportion as the free gift 
of Christ has given it to you. That is 
why it is said: 'He ascended on high, 
after he had taken his prisoners captive, 
and gave gifts to men. ' ... Their function 
is to equip God's consecrated people for 
the service they must. give,' it is their 
function to build up the body of Christ. 
Then we shall go on to be one united 
band of brothers, one in our faith and 
in our knowledge of the Son of God. 
Then we shall grow into mature manhood, 
until we reach the stature of Christ in 
all his completeness. " 

And in another place, he carried on this same great 
idea: 

"Christ can enable men to live in a right 
relationship with each other. It is this 

. unifying power of his which must dic
tate your every decision, for you were 
meant to be one united body. " 

So Paul described the capabilities of persons 
under God. The description implies the ability of 

(Continued on page 9) 
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BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCA liON 
Thy Word is a lIght", 

Board of Christian Education Goals 

The goals'of the Board of Christian 
, Education, Inc., are to help people 

grow in SCRIPTURE UNDERSTANDING, 
NURTURING IN THE FAITH, FUN
DAMENTALS OF CHRISTIAN LIVING, 
AND OUTREACH. , 

Each of the committees is involved 
in promoting all of the goals but' 
has a specific area of major con
cern in which to work. 

Promoting growth in SCRIPTURE 
UNDERSTANDING and NURTURING 
IN THE FAITH, are the primary pur
poses of the Resource Development 
and Church School committees. Lesson 
material for Scripture study helping 
to develop and reinforce faith in 
Jesus Christ is in the Helping Hand 
written by Rev. David Clarke, the 

J~nior Nurture Series lessons' by 
Linda Camenga, the Junior High 
Nurture Series lessons by Mary 
Clare and the Primary Nurture Series 
lessons being written by Mary Jane 
McPherson. The Church School com
mittee reviews lesson material from 
other sources and plans for Associated 
Conference. 

You and Your Church is a tool 
for pastors to use with students 
studying to become members of 
their church and for individuals who 
wish to know more about our beliefs. 

In addition to SCRIPTURE UNDER
STANDING, learning the FUNDAMEN
TALS OF CHRISTIAN LIVING is accom
plished, in part, by living together in 
camps and Pre-Cons arranged by the 

Mrs, Mary Clare 

"I press on toward the goal for 
the prize of the upward call of God 
in Jesus Christ. " 

Phil. 3: 14 RSV 

Youth Ministries Committee. The 
camp committee is happy to discover 
that some camps in the East are 
anxious to continue the Camper 
Exchange program. It is our ex
pectation that others wHI wish to 
exchange with camps which are 
short distances from each other. 

The Life Ventures Committee pre
pares material for enriching family 
life, the most important place to 
learn all of these concepts. As each 
person grows in knowledge of 
Scripture and increases in the faith; 
as he practices a Christlike lifestyle, 
it will be natural to become excited 
about sharing a witness of his faith 
and the final goal of the Board: 
GROWTH IN OUTREACH will be 

, realized. D 

Teacher'. Mini-Lab Scripture Memorizing a Challenge 

There are several passages in the 
Bible which indicate it is impor

tant to learn the Scriptures as an aid 
to living a Christian lifestyle. Psalm 
119 verse 11 says "Thy word have 
I hid in my heart t,hat I may not 
sin against thee," and verse 105, 
"Thy'word is a lomp unto my feet 
and a ligJil unto my path." In this 
year of denominational emphasis 
on Nurture, Sev~nth Day Baptists 
should make a special effort to 
learn as mucb Scripture as possible. 
This learning in the classroom should 
be a challenge, a new and ex
citing activity rewarded by the joy 
of achievement. 

The first step in learning is un-
derstanding. ' 

8' 

1. list the difficult words, look 
them up in the dictionary. Put 

, a pidure,object, or word beside 
the word which explains its 
meaning. 
2. Help the student understand 

his personal involvement. Sub
stitute personal pronouns', or 
names where possible. (Example: 
"Thy word ... that John might 
not sin against thee.") Be sure 
to use the names of all persons 
in the class. ' , 
3. Act out or paint a picture 
about the verses physical ac
tivity wi II cause the students to 
think about the meaning. ' 
4. As a class, select a hymn or 
write a tune to accompany the 
verse. It is better to spend more 
than one session, if necessary, 
to learn one Scripture passage 
well than to read one verse 
each lesson period. Children 
who come to class early would 
enjoy working on a puzzle based 
on the verses being learned. 
Use your imagination, make 
acrostics, cryptograms, rebus, 
Crossword or jigsaw puzzles. 
Plan your work so that you 
have time to give personal 

help as needed-early arrivers 
may come for extra love and 
attention-be ready to meet 
that need. 0 ' 

Alcoholism 

liThe death-and-disease approach' 
to teen-age smoking is meaningless 
to kids," so says an article in the 
New York Times. Efforts to curb 
teen-age smoking has mixed success. 
The attitudes and example of parents 
and teachers still carries the greatest 
impact. "Disseminating information 
does not work," an American Cancer 
Society official said. Building self
esteem and conSidering causes of 
smoking is variously effective. All 
this commentary could well be 
duplicated in the field of alcohol 
education. 0 . 

The Sabbath Recorder 

Board of Christian 
Education, Inc. 

Bylaws: 
Article 1I-0biectives 

liThe purposes and objectives of 
such corporation shall be to promote 
the cause of education in general, 
to develop the educational convic-l 
tions of the people of the churches 
represented in the SOB General Con
ference, to found and foster such 
denominational ;nstiMions of Christian 
education as the corporation may 
approve, to make educational sur
veys, to plan courses of study, to 
print and distribute literature and 
periodicals, and to employ such repre
sentatives as may best promote the 
purpose's of the corporation in the 
church schools, camps, people's 
organizations, colleges, and minis
terial education. "0 

Little Less Than God 
(Continued from page 7) 

each one to respond to God in innumerable ways. 
It implies the capability to grow in knowledge and 
in grace. It implies the capability to decide and to 
set a goal and to carry out a meaningful approach 
to that goal. It implies that human beings are creative, 
and, when they are under God's directive, they have 
capabilities of which they themselves have not yet 
dreamed. This is why Paul is so insistent that-

"You must forgive each other. You must 
bear with each other. You must live 
in harmony with each other. " 

It requires sensitivity to an
other's need if we are to minister 
to that need without destroying 
the individual we try to serve. 
It requires a recognition of that 

individual's worth. It requires an inner conviction· 
that God can work (and is working) in and through 
him or her as much as He is working in and through 
you or me. It requires appreciation and faith and 
prayer. But the attempt to serve God in Jesus Christ 
in ministering to needy persons is not worth the 
effort if we go into it believing that God has given 
us the answers which we are to impose on the lives 
of others. That imposition in itself is destructive; 
and even though we sometimes see immediate bene
fits, in the long run we have made a bigger rift between 
that person and his God-ordained destiny in Christ. 

SENSITIVE 
TO 

EACH 
OTHER 

January 1981 

Christians do violence to human personality. 
We are especially insensitive about other Christians 
with whom we disagree. We send them home feeling 
unloved and unappreciated, without worth in their 
own eyes, or angry and frustrated. Why is it that 
we are so prone to criticize and tear down, when 
the Scriptures we follow spend their time in upholding, 
affirming, and buildin,g up? The answer is difficult 
to come by, but the results of our actions are quite 
easy to see; and the reaction to our attitude is quite 
evident. Either those we treat this way lose their 
self-respect and their sense of self-worth, or they 
bottle up their angers and their frustrations and 
become so tense that they can do no productive 
work at all. All their relationships are colored by 
that tenseness. 

Why do we not treat the ideas of others - the 
products of their minds - with respect? We do 
violence to human personality, and the terrible thing 
is, we do it in the name of Jesus Christ who affirmed 
and upheld and loved each individual with an undying 
love. 

In still another way we deny persons the road 
to maturity and so defeat the development, or delay 
the development, which God has in mind for them. 
Let me approach this one in a different way. - If 
I should stand in the pulpit some morning and preach 
a sermon on salvation in Jesus Christ, and with that 
theme preach on repentance and the forgiveness of 
sins, a goodly number of you would stop at the door 
and say tome: "That wasa wonderful sermon." 
It has happened over and over in every place I .. 
have preached. Yet, continual preaching to Christians 
about salvation and repentance and baptism and 
eternal judgment is repetitious. It suggests that they 
have not yet mastered the basics of Christian faith, 
that they are children who cannot yet begin to grow 
toward maturity in spiritual things. It denies them , 
the opportunity to go beyond the basic assumptions' 
of the faith; it denies them the opportunity to learn 
what the Spirit demands of them; it is a safe haven, 
a place of rest and contentment so that the saints 
may say with deep satisfaction, "That's wonderful! 
That's what happened to me! That's 'the way God 
plans it for everyone! Praise His name!" But the 
writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews says that such 
repetition denies growth. This is what he wrote: 

"There is no point in laying the foun
dations all over again. I mean the basic 
teaching about repentance from the way 
of life the end of which is death, and 
about faith in God, teaching about 
purificatory rites, the laying on of hands, 
the resurrection of the dead, and eternal 
judgment. And move on we shal~ 
if God allows us -move on' to mature 
teaching!" 

MATURE ,Now what did he mean when he 
TEACHING said "mature teaching"? What is 

"mature teaching" if it is not about 
salvation, repentance, baptism, eternal judgment, 
eternal life? What else is there? If we are not to 

(Continued on page 28), 
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from Ihe 
pen of Ihe--- --------___ ~X!~Ulive Sec~e.~-r-y--

Dr. K.D. Hurle) 
- --

ANEW YEAR
ANEW LOOK 

=---------= __ =~ There is a new look; and we need to take a new look! 

The 1980's have been designated 
as a Decade of Discipleship for 

Sev.enth, Day Baptists. The ten year 
pefl~d IS keyed to growth-both 
splntual and numerical! 

Specific statistics for the first year. 
of the decade are not yet available' 
but evidence accumulates showing ~ 
new growth look to the denomination' 
new inquiries bei~g made every day: 
new ~roups meetmg, new churches 
orgaruzed, new members received 
new ministers ordained. ' 

Encouraged by the "new look " 
we sho,uld take a new look at growth 
potentials and how we can use ef
fectively the "tools" of growth at 
hand t~ assure reaching our goal: 
double m the decade! 

Our Conference theme for 1981 
~'Grow with God" (Phil. 3:13-14); 
IS appr?priate and timely. God's 
expectation for Christians is that they 
should g~ ~nd the church should 
grow. The dIrective of the Great 
Commission is to "go" and grow. 

"There are some other evidences 
of life, " states Michael Harper 
~his book Let My People Grow, 
!but gr~wth is the most important 

. ~nd reh~ble o,ne. If. something 
. IS growmg, It's ahve. God's 
people must be set free to grow. 
At the same time we must never 
forget that whatever men may do 
-some planting as pioneers 
others nurturing what has bee~ 
pl!IDted and has germinated
It IS only God. who 'gives growth.' 
(1 Cor. 3:7)" 

I.n the first chapter of the book 
. whIch analyzes current-day ministry 
and leadersh~p in the church, Rev. 
Harper confirms and . demonstrates 
the fact that the church is "in the· 
growth business . ." It is intended to 
grow l?oth numerically and in spiritual 
matunty, he says. Throughout the 
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~ook he highlights various implica
tIOns about church growth with 
challenging and thought provoking 
statements such as the following: 

..• Iet us strive "to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace" .•• 

There needs to be growth in 
maturity before there can be 
growth in membership of our 
churches. 

Power has been concentrated in 
a few hands,and this has pro
duced in the laity generations of . 
sennon tmters and sacramentalists 
-watching "the machine' 'and 
taking the sacrament, rather than 
being actively involved in the 
ministry. 

God calls His people to be a 
"pilgrim people" because He is 
a pilgrim God, who is always 
:'on the move" -actively engaged 
ID the welfare and well-being of 
His people. . 

Our responsibility is to see that 
the renewal deepens and widens 
as it sees and hears more clearly 
what the Holy Spirit is doing 
and saying. 

. Of course, we are designated dis
CIples (at !east so far as the Seventh 
pay BaptIst part of Kingdom work 
IS c~~cerned). Responsible for ex
pedltI~g both spiritual maturity and. 
numencal growth. .. 

~.Th~re ar~ resources for growth 
mherlted m our heritage. 'As a 
denom.in~tiO,! we have a long 
and dlstmgu!shed history. We 
have substan~/.churches in many 
pla~es; a tradltlon of respected, 
dedlCflted leadership,' and a record 
of devo~ed lay involvement in 
commumty betterment in Christ ~ 
name. 

• .Procedures and concepts of 
gr~wth are already being applied 
with success. Commitment to 
Growth has set the stage; De
cision to DiScipleship is serving 
to activate a growing number of 
church members; through radio 
broadcasts, newspaper advertising, 
and the use of such techniques 
as Evangelism Explosion, many 
churches are reaching out to 
make converts and bring in new .. 
members. 

There is an important place for 
each one of us in the growth pro
cess. "Y' e can support (by prayers, by 
our tIme and talents, and by our 
resources) those activities which 
deserve to be continued and expanded. 
We can assist our churches in estab
lishing growth goals, using the eval
uat~on rorm distributed by the Co
ordmatmg Leadership Team' then 
see to it that copies' of the 'forms 
are. filed in the General Conference 
offIce for future reference-a means 
of accountability. 

These specific matters-and more
we can participate in collectively. 
But undoubtedly most important 
is our. individual and very personal 
commItment to spiritual growth. 
Y ~ar. Two (1981) in our Decade of 
DIscipleship is devoted especially to 
N!lrture-and that Nurture begins 
withyou and me! . 

So won't you make a New Year's 
resolution with me, 

1) to review all good literature 
available on the subject of 
growth. 

2) ~o st~dy the Bible with growth 
m mmd and 

3) ~ray that ~ach one of us may 
Grow WIth God" this year 

as never before. 

On that basis, the new year will 
truly have a new look! 0 

The Sabbath Recorder 

" " RememB€Rlnq the acts or 400 
BY thomas L m€~chant 

p~€s€nt€b at 1980 Conr€~€nc€ 

''tlst€n, my ptople, to my tEAchmG, 
anO pay attention to what I say. 

I am c;omG to use wise saym(js 
anO explam myst€Rles rROm the past, 

thmc;s we have h€aRO anO known, 
thmGs that OUR ~theRs tolO us. 

We Will not krep them rROm OUR chi lORen; 
We Will tell the next (j€neRatlon 

asout the lORO'S poweR 
anO hiS GR€at OeeOs 
anO the wonOeRrul thinGS he has Oone." 

thiS was the miSSion or the anCient psalmist 
as Rev€aleO 10 the 78th psalm; 

thiS was the mIssIon or the otheR WRIt€RS or the 010 
testam€Tlt as they R€CoROOO (jOO's GReat 0€.€0s amonc; 
hIS chosen people; 

ano thIS was the mIssIon or the new testament's authoRS 
as they captuR€O the lire or ChRIst arlO the EaRly ChURCh. 

lIkewIse, thiS was the mIssIon or the histORIans or 
the eaRly catholtc ChURCh, 
the pRotestant RerORmatlon, 
anO the €nc;llsh OlssenteR movement. 

anO, thIS IS the miSSIon or the hIStORIcal Society: 
to Remem6€R, anO tell, 
"aBout the lORO'S poweR 
anO hIS (jR€at Oe€Os 
anO the wonOeRrul thm(js he has Oone" 
. amonc; Seventh Oay BaptIsts, rOR mORe than thRee 

centURIes. 

'Unless we RememB€R the acts or (j00, 
we aRe 10 (jRave Oanc;eR or rORGettm(j hIm; 

anO unless we Repeat the stORIes or hiS C;R€at Oeebs, 
we conoomn the nat (f€neRatlon to a lIre WIthout hIm; 

BUt unless we RecoRO, anO Remem6€R, anO Rep€at 
the speclrlc acts or (job amonG Seventh Oay BaptIsts, 

. we lose all sense or who we aRe, 
anO why we B€lleve what we Bell€Ve. 

the R€CORO or (joO's poweR 
IS the stORY or the mOlvlbual anO CORpORate accom· 
pllshments 10 hIS name, 

anO these accomplIshments aRe captUR€O 
not 10 R€CjulaRly RevlS€O chRomcles, 
BUt 10 countless rORmS or histORIcal mateRIals: 

orflclal RecoROs, 
Books, 
mac,azmes, 
letteRS, 
pamphlets, 
phOtO(jRaphs, 
pamtm(js, 
sCulptURe, 
rURmtuRe, 
tools, -? 
appaRel, 
anO BUI10mc;s ... to name a rew. 

how these tlOBltS or mroRmatlon 6€come mateRIal rOR 
GUIOance, mstRuctlon, anO msplRatlon IS how the 
hlstoRIC3l SOCIa)' tIWlSlates rrs miSSion Into Its p~. 

the vaRIOUS actlvliles or the hIStORical SocIety 
~U mto rOUR blstmct cate(joRles: 

acqUisition . 
pReseRvation anO oRc,amzatiOn 
Re~eRence 
anO ReseaRch anO commumcatlon. 

(aCQUISition) 

€ach yeaR the histORical Society Receives rROm 20 to 50 
Oonatlons or hiStORical mateRials. 

In tURn, each one or these Oonatlons may consist or 
Simply one Book, OR seveRal Boxes or mlx€O RecoROs
mmut€s,letteRs, nf"'vsletteRs. 

at the veRY least, €al.,1 acquIsition must 6€ acknowl€O(fOO, 
sURveyeO, R€GlsteReb, anb pRopeRly stoReb. 

But Ir the seRVice or the hIStORical Society went no 
rURtheR, sat:e stoRa(je, not RememBRance, IS all that 
woulb Be accompllsheb. 

(pReseRvatIon anb oRc;amzatlon) 

SooneR OR IaOCR we must c,am contRol oveR thiS Ranoom 
asSORtment or histORical mateRIal; theRe must Be . 
oRc,amzatlonm the peRmanent stoRac;e or these 
mateRIals. 

Books must Be cataloGeb; the contents or a C;ROUP or 
RecoRbs must Be mventoRleb; anb pRmteb mateRials 
must Be mbexeb. 

access IS th€ qoal-acc€Ss to all or th€ InfoRmatiOn R€lat€O 
to a cematn J)€RSOn, place OR SUBJ€Ct-anO oRC,arnzatlon 
IS the answeR. 

Only when one has such access IS one R€aby to rlelb 
RereRenceQuestlons-anb they come BY the bozens. 
the mORe one answeRS, the mORe one ReceIves. 

rROm oonommatlonalleaooRs ReseaRchlnc; a pROposal, 
rROm umveRslty scholaRS seekmG pRimaRY mateRials, 
rROm ChURCh anmveRsaRY committees, 
anb rROm Inblvlbuals tRacmc; ~mlly histORY, 

come Requests 
rOR one QUick ~ct 
rOR a list or availaBle mateRials 
rOR a betalleO, compRehenSive RepORt. 

(Res€aRch anb commumcatlon) 

at thIS pomt, thouC;h, only a Relatively rew people 
With paRticulaR neebs to know ceRtam mfoRmatlon 
aRe 6€mc;·seRveO BY the society. 

anO With no Seventh Oay Saptlst·opeRateO umveRsltles 
. anO semmaRles, theRerORe no SCholaRS 6€mc; palb to 
cooouct On-qolfl(j PROGlWlls or ReSeaOCh anO puBlIcation; 

(Contlnuro on pa{j€ 28) 
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, ... ,D···· 'r. 'Yin.&.n; of thelnstitu~ 
'.', for~"can Chur~h HroWtlt, 

. has inreme.wed 'pr polled some: 
4,000 adult CODvertson the West .' 

'. Coast. Am wanted to know what 
···.····.brought these 'peopleinto'the 

churc~. His findings are in.. ~. 
structlve: . 

How Missions-Minded Is Your Church? 
by Rev. Leon R. Lawton 

IF Christ gave His disciples/followers the Great 
Commission and this was recorded by each of the 
Gospel writers and again in Acts 1:8, it must be 
an Important fact. No other word of our Savior 
has been ~iven b.y each account of His life, plus ... 
He has gIven HIS church their marching orders. 

. . B'YJ: when we are not aware just where we are, 
It IS difficult to know where we are going and how 
to get there. Last November a "self-evaluation 
profile" was shared with each Seventh Day Baptist 
pastor, which was designed to help each congregation 
answer the question, "How Missions-Minded Is 
Your Church?" 

: ~OW ~id this help you in discovery? In gaining 
Inslgh~s onJust what might be involved in missions? 
In setting some forward looking·goals for the New 
Y ear-1981? In making decisions relating to your 
church's participation in the work of our Lord 
through the mission outreach of Seventh Day Baptists? 

. WHEN was' the first step taken?Who is respon
Sible? What are the specifiC goals to be reached? 
Why were certain objectives set? Are they realistic? 

. The pro~ile for the local church's mission ministry 
Involyes flye areas:·1. Leadership; 2. Strategy; 
3. Stimulation; 4. Sending; 5. Support. A rule of 
measurement was suggested in two specific ways to 
support each area. 

. ~nter into the exciting experiences of a Year of 
V ISlon as you, and your church, make new dis .. 
coveries, move in a positive direction to follow 
Jesus Christ, and enjoy the joy and purpose of our 
Father's Work in the sharing of His Truth with 
others. 0 

AN OPEN LEl'l ER TO SEVENTH DAY BAPTISTS 
I , 

Dear Brethren, 

Something has just happened at the church in 
Memphis which we feel a great desire to share with 
our brothers and sisters throughout the country, 
We have just finished a three .. day revival with 
Brother Mynor Soper, with music provided by the 
Light Bearers. It is impossible to completely express 
in writing the excitement felt by the Memphis 
church. Having seen the results here we feel that 
such meetings could be a very important part of 
our goals to "doub.le in a decade." Incorporating 
this into your programs would be an exciting, 
additional way to get our name before the public 
and give many new opportunities for the congre" 
gation to be involved. 

. . ' 

One new, very effective concept introduced as 
part of the Memphis revival;is of house meetings. 
Brother Sop~r came in one week before the revival 
to attend meetings held in members' homes scattered 
all over the area. The possibilities of this approach 
are unlimited. Member participation was great; 
response from those unfamiliar with.8eventh Day 
Baptists was fantastic. The main goal of such 
meetings was 'to give members a chance to invite 
friends, relatives, neighbors, and work acquaint .. 
ances to their homes for an opportunity to meet 
the evangelist in an informal atmosphere. This 
personal contact is so effective. The format used 
here allowed for a time of singing, a discussion 
about the Light Bearers and the evangelist and then 
a general sharing time to discuss whatever might 
,be on someone's mind. This led to some particularly 
meaningful conversations with those searching for 
Christ, and with those looking for answers to today's 
problems. This concept calls for commitment on 
the part of the individual members to go out and' 
do what we really must do if we truly expect to 
double. . 

. A pre"revival advertizing program can also be 
effectively used to make our name prominent in 
the community, While we don't have the resources 
of the larger denominations in promoting revivals, 
much can be done at little or no cost. 

While Mynor Soper is known throughout the 
churches, his preaching at this revival was stronger 
and more dynamic that I have ever heard him preach. 

,..: I 

January 1981 

, ' 

. ' 

The timely messages were Spirit..filled, pointing the 
lost to Christ, and giving spiritual growth and com" 
fort to the- Body. Praise God for this brother who 
is making this effort to share the Good News. . 

. It would be difficult to fully describe the blessing 
received from the Light Bearers' presence. Many 
were louched by their part in the revival. This . 
new t~am is going to be used by God for His glory 
and to spread the name of Seventh Day Baptists, 
We recommend 'highly the Light Bearers being 
used in our churches. 

Personal testimonies by new church members 
and new Christians were given during ,the meetings 
and were meaningful to all, as we aU sometimes 
take our Lord and His chu.rch for granted. The 
unsaved were able to see what a difference Jesus 
can make. . . ' . 

Again, there is no way I can fully describe the .'" 
new joy, new spirit, and new unity within the 
church here, but it is real and it will continue. 
While we may not have the r~sources of the Graham 
Crusade Team, we do have many dedicated and 

. talented brothers and sisters that can pull together 
and present a Spirit..jilled, Spirit .. ledrevival for 
our people, and for your community, . . 

. We now have new members in Memphis because 
of these meetings, some very powerful rededications, 
new contacts ministered to and to follow'up on, 
and greater vision by the church. Doors were 
opened to our members that maybe we didn't know 
could be opened. Attendance one night of the 
revival was nearly double what our regular atten .. 
dance is. Think what that might mean. for your 
church, whether it might be ~hose members who are 
slack in service to the Body that might be drawn 
back or mostly new visitors as ours were. 

We have truly seen our Lord work in a glorious 
way. We. prayerfully urge you to consider sue h 
a series of meetings in your .church. Additional 
benefits too numerous to mention are possible, and 
even probable by giving God this chance to work 
through His people. May you each have an oppor" 
tunity to share in this joy and unity with us . 

In His service, 
The Church at Memphis 
Pastor Bill Shoffner 
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Scripture text: Acta 16:9, 10 

Christian missions is letting 
the world know that Jesus 

Christ is alive. It is knowing 
Christ and making Him known. 
It is letting men know that Jesus 
Christ conquered death, hell and 
the grave. It is letting men know 
that Christ is wonderfully 8uf .. 
ficient to satisfy the longing of 
the human heart. It is letting them 
know that Christ is willing and 
able to meet their every need. 

Since it is the willing of God 
for every Christian to have a 
vital part in the missionary en~ 
terprise, every Christian will be 
held accountable for his response 
or lack of response to the Lord. 
ship of Christ and to the leading 
of the Holy Spirit. We must , 
recognize that missions is the main 
work of the Church, and not 
merely a subsidiary activity. 

Christian missions is a world 
wide enterprise. God loves the 
world (John 3: 16). Christ died 
for the sins of all the people in 
the world (1 John 2:2). He com~ 
missions us to go into all the 
world and preach the Gospel to 
every creatUre (Mark 16: 15). 

The Great Commission which 
gives a Scriptural foundation for 
missions isfound in five places 
in the New Testament: at the 
close of each of the Gospels and 
at the opening of the book of 
Acts. 

Matthew records the Great 
Commission in this way: "All 
power is given unto me in heaven' 
and in earth. Go ye, therefore, 
and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, 
and' of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit: teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever·I have com~ 
manded you: and, 10, I am with 
you always; even unto the end 
of the world" (Matthew 28:18 .. 20). 

Five Vital Lessons 

There are five vital lessons for us 
to learn from these words: 

1. Since the risen Christ has 
all authority in heaven and earth, 
we are to go forth in His name, 
depending on Him to work 
through us. 
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2. We are to go with the Gospel. 
Weare to go to our friends and 
to our loved ones; and we are to 
go to the ends Qi the earth. 

3. We are to go to every nation, 
all over the world, to the regions 
beyond and to every creature. 

4. We are to baptize those 
who exercise saving faith in Christ 
Baptism is an outward expression 
of an inward faith. 

5. We are to teach those who 
are saved. One of the great fail~ 
ures of the Church is that it has 
failed to maintain proper balance 
, between proclaiming the Gospel 
and in feeding the sheep. 

Apostle Paul says: We are 
Christ's ambassadors. Since we 
are ambassadors, God committed 
to us the ministry of reconcilia~ 
tion to tell to men everywhere 
the saving grace of God (2 Cor. 
5: 19, 20). It is the willing of God 
for every Christian to be a witness 
fori Christ and have a vital part 
in the missionary enterprise , 
(Acts 1:8). 

God is looking today for men 
and women that He can use in 
the great task of world evangelism. 
Ezekiel 22:30 says: "I sought for 
a man among them, that should 
make up and defend you from 
attack, but I found none." Is there 
anyone among us who is willing· 
to sacrifice self and personal in~ , 
terest for the sake of God? 

, There is no other man in the 
Bible and out of the Bible that 
God has used in such a mighty 
way as He uses the apostle Paul. 
He stands head and shoulders 
above all of the other servants of 
Christ. The Spirit of God used 
him to write thirteen of the books 
of the New Testament. He made 
three major missionary journeys. 
He was used of God to establish 
churches in both Asia and in 
Europe. ' 

One of the things that made ,the 
apostle Paul the greatest mis .. 
sionary of all time was his sense 
of responsibility. He recognized 
that because of what Christ had 
done for him, he was a debtor to 
aU men. He was willing to be ac~ 
cursed if he could bring others to 

, Christ. Paul was the great cham .. 
pion of grace but recognized that 

MISSIONARY 
VISION 

by Rev. L. S. Thanga 
Rangoon, Burma 

in coming to Christ, he had the 
responsibility of telling others 
about Christ. 

Paul was making a missionary 
journey when a vision appeared 
in the night and asked him to come 
over to Macedonia to help. What 
was his reaction? He immediately 
decided to go and preach the 
Gospel to them. This is missionary 
vision. The positive response is 
willingness! What will be your 
own response to the present day 
Macedonian call for help from 
all parts of the world? Are you 
prepared togo? If not, are you 
willing to pray and give more 
for missionary work? 

There are three great outlets 
of missionary energy; that is-by 
praying, by going, and by giving. 
Some must go; some must let go; 
and some must help go. The most 
vital part is sacrifice. 

You remember how Jesu~ sat 
one day over against the treasury 
and watched the people as they 

. brought their gifts. And you recall 
. His startling words: "Truly, I say 
. , unto you, this poor widow had 

cast in more than they all; for all 
these have of their abundance 
cast in, but she out of her poverty 
has put in everything she had for 
her whole living" (Mark 12:42). 

How much have we really given? 
Have we cast in out of our abun .. 
dance? Are we trying to serve· 
God, satisfying our conscience 
and saving the heathen with our 
spare cash? Jesus says: "Freely 
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If we know and love the Lord, 
we will have a vision of the world, 
and we will give ourselves to 
God so that He can work through 
us to bring the lost to Christ. . . . . 
We will have a rrusslonary VISIOn 
when we obey the commandment 
of Christ and lift up our eyes 
and look on the fields which are 
white already to harvest Gohn 4:35). 

. God wants every one of u.s here 
-aU the Se h Day Baptlsts-
to h tal p J in world evan~ I 

a.elism and at the JU gm seat 
~fChrist every one of us wi 

give an account to God for what 
we have done or for what we 
have failed to do. 

I 
The body of Christ-the Church 

V olunteer workers building the Graca, Burma, SDB Church. 

-is joined together in whic~ 
every joint supplies, accordmg to 
the effectual working in the 
measure of every part (Eph. 4:16). 
You and I as members of the body 
of Christ are called "joints" and 

ye have received, freely give," 
(Mt.10:8). 

Love is the supreme motive to 
all true sacrifice. It was love 
that moved the friend at midnight, 
the Good Shepherd, the Good 
Samaritan. "Love never failed." 
If you are lacking the missionary 
spirit you are lacking love. 

Reasons for Failure 

Many reasons could be given 
why we have failed to obey the 
commandment of Christ to go into 
all the world and preach the Gos~ 
pel to every creature. The p~inci~ 
pal reason is that w~ have fatled 
to receive the promised power 
that would enable us to do the 
task for which Christ commis~ 
sioned us. 

If we are to obey the Great 
Commission, we must be filled 
with the Spirit of God. This is 
true of the ones who go to other 
lands with the Gospel, and should 
be true of those who stay at home 
to support them. It should be true 
as well to those who support na .. 
tional workers where the door is 
closed for missionaries. The most 
important thing for us is a !lew 
missionary vision, new attltude
the right attitude. 

Jesus had a holy determination 
to do the will of God at all costs. 
He said: "I must work the works 
of Him that sent me, while it is 
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day: the night cometh when no 
man can work" (John 9:4). And 
because of this determination He 
was able to say: "I brought glory 
to you here on earth by doing 
everything you told me to do" 

"parts". Every joint and every 
. part must function properly, if 

the body is to be healthy. 

Oohn 17:4). 

Paul had this same spirit. In 
the face of stonings, imprison~ 
ments, and privations of every 
kind he said: "N one of these 
things can move me, neither my 
life dear unto myself." When the 
time came for him to put his head 
on the excutioner's block, he 
could say: "I am now ready to be 
offered, and the time of my de~ 
parture is at hand. I have fought 
a good fight for my Lord Jesus, and 
through it all I am faithful unto 
the Lord" (2 Tim. 4:6, 7). 

The Bible says: "Where there 
is no vision, the people perish" 
(Proverbs 29:18). Millions of 
people have never heard the Gospel 
because Christian people do not 
have a vision. We need a vision 
of the risen Christ, and we need· 
a vision of a lost world. 

When Isaiah saw the Lord, he 
also saw himself as he really was. 
When he experienced the cleansing 
power of the Lord, he heard the 
voice of the Lord saying: "Whom 
shall I send and who will go for 
us?" He had a vision of a lost 
world and cried: "Here I am; 
send me" (Isaiah 6:8, 9). 

In working together as the body 
of Christ, every one of us has a 
vital part. Here are a few practical 
applications: 

Firstly God asks every one of 
us for full surrender to Him. 

Secondly, we must discover the 
purpose and ~rogram. of God. for 
the age in which we hve. ThiS 
purose is revealed to us in the 
Word of the living God. 

Thirdly, God is still saying: 
"Whom shall I send and who 
will go for us?" God wants some 
of us to go to neighbors, friends, 
and loved ones. He wants some 
to go across the sea. He is the 
Lord of the harvest. 

Fourthly, Jesus not only said: 
"Go ye therefore," but He also 
said: "Pray ye therefore." God 
works in answer to believing 
prayers. The missionary on the 
field and national workers are 
sustaine·d by the prayers of the 
people of God. 

Fifthly, money is a vital part 
for the missionaries and national 
workers. If we love the Lord, 
we shall find joy in giving for 
His work. 

(Continued on page 20) 
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THE TORONTO, CANADA, SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST CHURCH 

... 
The first Seventh Day Baptist church "North of the Border" 

• became a member of the AI. 
, legheny Association 

• installed Rev. Joe A. Samuels 
~s Pastor 

• purchased its own building 

• became the first legal Seventh 
'Day Baptist group in Canada 

• plans to become a member 
church of the SDB General 
Conference (USA and Canada) 
-when the Bylaws allow such 
in August 1981. 

, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, Seventh Day Baptist Church, 
45 Fisher St. 

The congregation of the Toronto, Canada, Seventh Day Baptist 
Church. Pastor Joe A. Samuels, on the left, was installed October 1980 . 

-, 

Mr. Herlitz Condison (on left), leader of the Toronto church for 
several years, teaches the adult Sabbath School lesson. 

-
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KARL G. STILLMAN 
by Rev. Everett Harris 



.. 
'. Hi~ 'a8~igned duties w~re to see 

that· the Stars and Stripes was 
made ·availabl~ to all troops in 
the First Division then in action 
in the Montdidier Mvoti Sector 
in Normandy. He was at the' front 
at the tUDe of the Battle <i CantignV, 
the first all Americ'an offensive 
of the' war, where he was under 

" artillery and air fire. 

The Ordnance Department 
commanders at the Camp near 

· Bourgesdid not, Uke the idea 
· of orders detaching oneaf their 

men, so requested that he' be 
returned and three months later 
they were successful and he was 
returned to duty with' it. At this 
time he was recommended for 

. promotion to Second Lieutenant. 
He passed the required tests and 
examinationsa~d'then assigned as 
an instructor in a ,training center 
at. Adva,Jjce, Ordnance Depot 
N.o •..... 4 . ·.a~.d·ace.nt to.. Pershing's 
,Gen~rat· Headquarters at Chau .. 
niont. The instrucdon was a course 
ontiietUlture' of artillery and small 
anun\ltiition and equipment. 
• -""i -.0", - '" _''''''''',', ... ,' .. ' . . 

The 'War ended Novembe'r 11, 
1918 and ~ Mr. Stillman was sent 
home in February 1919, being 

.' discliarged February 19,1919. 

. In April of that year, he secured 
employment . . with Travelers 
Insurance Co •. of Hartford, CT, 
and after' a course in its training 
schQol,. he was transferred to 
Pltiladelphiawhere he served as 

· A~si$taptCashier in their branch 
9ffice; .... '. 

· '. In ~ tneantinie,he wasmamed 
to Elizabeth Carleton of Hartford 
.and they"began a succession of 
changes' . in location, going to 

. Minneapolis for a year as Assis .. 
.. tat\t Cashier there and then to 

LOs Angeles'where he was· Cashier . 
in,citarJ,e ~f the administration of 
that office. .... .. 

tists for several generations so he 
was brought up in that faith, 
j9ining the Pawcatuck Seventh 
Oay.Baptist Church in 1910, being 
the 999th member of that church. 

. ' 
Dqring the war, there was no 

opportunity to observe the Sabbath 
and also when he was the Travelers 
Insurance Co. representative, he 
was obliged to work on the Sabbath 
and more or less slipped away 
from that belief. 

However, when he returned 
home, he resumed attendance at 
the Pawcatuck Church and decided 
to really find out why the seventh 
day Sabbath was the day to ob .. 
serve. After considerable study 
and research, any doubts he had 
were eliminated and from then on 
he became a staunch believer. ' 

In 1925 he was a solicitor of 
funds to construct a hospital in , 
Westerly which was the beginning 
of an association with the Westerly 
Hospital that spanned more than 
fifty years. He became a Trustee 
in 1938 and later served as its 
president until retirement, al .. 
though he still is an Incorporator 

, and Trustee of the Westerly Hos
, pital Endowment. He is an author 
of a history of the first twenty-five 
years of the hospital which was 
published in 1950. . . 

During the years he has been 
privileged to serve the community 
at one time or another as Treasurer 
'of the Pawcatuck, CT, Fire.District 
for 49 years, as President of ~he 
Westerly .. Pawcatuck YMCA, and 
Chairman' of the Fund Raising 

. Campaign to build, its building, 
as President and Trustee of the 
Memorial and Library Association 
of Westerly at the time it was ex .. 
tensivelv· built and modernized, 
as President of River Bend Cemetery .' 
Co. for many years, as a me'mber 
of the Stonington. Town School 
Committee, as Chairman of 'the 
Advisory Board of the Industrial 
National Bank of Rhode Island at 
its Westerly Branch, as Chairman 
of the Rhode Island Division of 
the New England " Council for '. 
Economic Developmtntan,d a 
Director of the.Coutlcilfor . nine 
Years, as a TrUsteeOfthe~ri~' 
Sabbath Tract Societv;as"mem": 
ber of the Board of Trustees of 

• the Seventh Day Baptist Meinori81 
Fund, a$ a Trustee' of the Seventh 

Day Baptist General Conference 
and President of General Con .. 
ference in 1948, and as Director 
and President of the Westerly 
Savings and Loan Association. 
Also he was chosen "Man of the 
Year" for the Westerly .. Pawcatuck 
community in 1969. 

He has just retired as Treasurer 
of the Seventh Day Bapti8:t Mis
sionary Society after forty-nine 
years of service having been vitally 
interested in missions always 
and feeling the urgent need of 
building a stronger home base in 
order to build up our foreign field 
work. 

He has enjoyed being out in the 
woods and has climbed many 
mountains in both the White and 
Green Mountains and has never 
gotten over his love for the North 
Country of New England since he 
first went to New Hampshire as 
a Dartmouth College freshman. 0 

Missionary Vision 
(Continued from page 15) 

. Each one of us is to give as He 
has prospered us. The tithe is a 
good starting place for poor 

. Christians and this is what we are 
doing in Burma. But the wealthy" 
should give much more than this. 
Are you prepared to give more? 
Are you willing to sacrifice more 
of your wealth and possessions 
for the work and ministry of our 
,Lord and Savior Jesus Christ? 

In conclusion, I want to remind 
all of you that the Bible isa great 
missionary book that gives us a 
solid foundation for our missionary 
vision and thinking. 

Thank you. May God bless you 
all. Amen. 0 , . 

~Rev. Thanga is the secretary of th"e Burma 
SDB Conference. Many, met· him at Con
ference in D~ntler,CO,in August. 1 ?80. 
He 41so carries on a hterature mmutry 
writing, editing and translating Christian 
books, Bible Study manuals,. A Topical 
Concordance of the Bible, and tracts in 
Lushai and other languages spoken in 
Burma. 
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MISSIONS TODAY 

• LONDON, ENGLAND: The first 
annual Women's Society meeting 
was held in the new chapel of the 
Mill Yard SDB Church on Nov. 8. 
Visitor Dorothy Lawton brought 
greetings from the USA and shared 
about the women's work in her home 
church. The main message was given 
by Sis. Iris Codrington. 
• BRUCHTORF, W. GERMANY: 
A special home meeting was held on 
Sabbath, Nov. 15 hosted by the 
MeUmans. Individual Seventh Day 
Baptists from Hamburg, "arburg 
and Luneburg attended. Leon R. 
Lawton was the guest and shared 
SDB World Federation information 
and brought a devotional message. 
• HAARLEM, NETHERLANDS: 
Elder and Mrs. Jap Nieuwstraten 
shared colored slides of their visit 
to the USA at the SDB Chapel. 
Mark and Ann Lewis and son at
tended and met, for the first time 
with the Dutch brethren. They are 
from Alfred Station, NY, but Mark 
is on duty with the air force. 
• HANK, NETHERLANDS: This 
small community is the residence of 
Jan Lek, secretary of the SDB's in 
Nederland and vice-president of the 
SDB World Federation. He helps 
to edit and publish the Anchor for 
his country and The Link for SDB's 
in Europe. He has the address lists 
on computer. He helped host Leon 
R. Lawton on his recent visit. 
• aSTRA VA, CZECHOSLOV AKlA: 
The Christian Seventh Day Church 
now has a congregation in this com
munity visited by Jan Lek in mid-1980 
and again during the closing week 
of the year. They have obtained the 
use of a very old building which is 
being rebuilt for church use. Jan ~ek 
is taking gifts to them of clothmg 
and a used organ from the Netherlands. 
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FEBRU ARY 1981 

PRAYFOR: 

I-Missionaries Rodney and Camille Henry 
and family, Cebu City, The Philippines 

2-Conference President, Rev. Charles Graffius, 
Los Angeles, CA . 

3-The effectiveness of tracts shared thIS 
month and the Tract Society 

4-Joel O'Mare, one of the SDB leaders in 
the Kisii, Kenya, mission 

S-My friends who do not know Christ and 
my witness to them 

6-Rev. L. Sawi Thanga, General Secretary 
of the Burma SOB Conference 

7 -Seventh Day Baptists around the world 
as they meet for worship andfellowship 

8-The officers of the Women's Society Board 
in Los Angeles, CA 

9-Theministry of Jin Sung Kim and the 
house churches in Korea 

to-The many persons involved in preparing 
for Ministers Conference beginning Feb. 19 

II-The Seventh Day Baptist witness in 
Cameroon, West Africa 

12-The pastor andleaders of my church 
13-Missionaries Oavid and Bettie Pearson, 

Malawi, Africa 
14-SABBATH SCHOOL MISSION OF

FERINGS-a special emphasis in many 
churches 

IS-Mill Yard Seventh Oay Baptist Church 
and Pastor Peat, London, England 

16-Your General Council as it meets in 
Oaytona Beach, FL . 

17 -Medical Director Mhura and the medIcal 
workers in Malawi, Africa 

18-Sunshine Mountain, Chatawa, MS-the 
special ministry for handicapped people 

19-Ministers Conference sessions in Daytona 
Beach, FL, beginning today 

20-Pastor Samuel Peters and other workers 
in Guyana, South America 

21-My responsibility to visitors at my church 
this Sabbath 

22-G. P. Nantikwa, Secretary of the Central 
Africa Conference of Seventh Oay Baptists 

23-Leaders and speakers at Ministers Con
ference, Daytona Beach, FL 

24-Mexico Seventh Day Baptists and their 
outreach ministries 

25-0ur pastors as they travel home from 
Ministers Conference 

26-Rev. Nathan B. Thompson, Corresponding 
Secretary, Jamaican SOB Conference 

27-Director of .Church Extension, Mynor 
G. Soper 

28-New possibilities for outreach and growth 
in Brazil . 

PRAYER IQ 
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A Prayer Reminder 
for Each Day!! 
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MARCH 1981 

PRAYFOR: 

I-Pastor William E, Shoffner and the SDB 
Church in Memphis, TN 

2-Pastors and leaders of the SDB witness 
in Nigeria, West Africa 

3-Field Pastor John Camenga and his ministrY 
in NC, SC and TN 

4-Rev. B. John V. Rao and pastors in the 
SDB Conference of India 

5-Pastor Stephan Saunders and the church 
in the Bay Area, CA 

6-Pastors and leaders of SOB churches 
in Australia 

7-That I might be open to God's message 
through His Word and my pastor 

8-Elder Nieuwstraten and other leaders in 
The Netherlands SOB churches 

9-Dean Herbert E. Saunders and the SDB 
seminary students ' 

to-Rev. Joseph Samuels, pastor of the SDB 
Church in Toronto, Canada 

ll-Rev. Kenneth D. Chroniger, pastor, and 
leaders of the Central SOB Church, MO 

12-Brother Owen Lynch and members of the 
SDB Church in Birmingham, England 

13-Rev. Oale D. Thorngate, pastor of the SOB 
Church in Columbus, OH 

14-Time to experience the rest and re-creation 
of God's Sabbath-Praise the Lord! 

IS-The Seventh Day Baptist Missionary Society 
Annual Meeting, 2:00 p.m., Westerly, RI 

16-Rev. David S. Clarke and all those who 
write for the Helping Hand 

17-Pastor Benesse and churches in Mozambique, 
Africa 

18-Decision to Discipleship group members 
in my church ' 

19-5eventh Oay Baptists in Auckland, New 
Zealand 

20-The Women's Board in Los Angeles, CA, 
as it makes plans for SCSC in 1981 

21-Missionaries David and Bettie Pearson, 
Malawi, Africa 

22-Churches searching for new pastors 
23-Missionaries Rodney and Camille Henry 

and family, Cebu City, The Philippines 
24-Secretary Mary Clare and our Board of 

Christian Education 
2S-The Seventh Day Baptist witness in 

Cameroon, West Africa 
26-Churches as they carry out their plans 

for camps and other summer activities 
27 -Rev. L. Sawi Thanga, general secretary 

of the Burma SOB Conference 
28- Ways in which this Sabbath can be different 

in ministry to others 

29-The youth in my church. How can I en
, couragelhelp them? 
30-0ur brethren in Sabbatarian churches in 

Poland and Eastern Europe 
31-My daily walk and witness for my Lord, 

Jesus Christ. Is He Lord? 

21 



His assigned duties were to see 
that the Stars and Stripes was 
made available to all troops in 
the First Division then in action 
in the Montdidier Myon Sector 
in Normandy. He was at the front 
at the time of the Battle of Cantigny, 
the first all American offensive 
of the war, where he was under 
artillery and air fire. 

The Ordnance Department 
commanders at the Camp near 
Bourges did not like the idea 
of orders detaching one of their 
men, so requested that he he 
returned and three months later 
they were successful and he was 
returned to duty with it. At this 
time he was recommended for 
promotion to Second Lieutenant. 
He passed the required tests and 
examinations and then assigned as 
an instructor in a training center 
at Advance Ordnance Depot 
No. 4 adjacent to Pershing's 
General Headquarters at Chau~ 
mont Th~ instruction was a course 
on the nature of artillery and small 
ammunition and equipment. 

The War ended November 11, 
1918 and Mr. Stillman was sent 
home in February 1919, being 
discharged February 10, 1919. 

In April of that year, he secured 
employment with Travelers 
Insurance Co. of Hartford, CT, 
and after a course in its training 
school, he was transferred to 
Philadelphia where he served as 
Assistant Cashier in their branch 
office. 

In the meantime, he was married 
. to Elizabeth Carleton of Hartford 
and they began a succession of 
changes in location, going to 
Minneapolis for a year as Assis~ 
tant Cashier there and then to 
Los Angeles where he was Cashier 
in charge of the administration of 
that office. 

In May of 1923 an opportunity 
to return to Westerly in the 
Accounting Dept. of C. B. Cot~ 
trell & Sons Co. opened up to 
him and he began a term of em~ 
ployment extending thirty~two 
years, until 1955. During those 
years he served as Assistant Sec~ 
retary, then Treasurer and Director. 

His ancestors on both sides of 
the house were Seventh Day Bap~ 
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tists for several generations so he 
was brought up in that faith, 
joining the Pawcatuck Seventh 
Day Baptist Church in 1910, being 
the 999th member of that church. 

During the war, there was no 
opportunity to observe the Sabbath 
and also when he was the Travelers 
Insurance Co. representative, he 
was obliged to work on the Sabbath 
and more or less slipped away 
from that belief. 

However, when he returned 
home, he resumed attendance at 
the Pawcatuck Church and decided 
to really find out why the seventh 
day Sabbath was the day to ob~ 
serve. After considerable study 
and research, any doubts he had 
were eliminated and from then on 
he became a staunch believer. 

In 1925 he was a solicitor of 
funds to construct a hospital in 

. Westerly which was the beginning 
of an association with the Westerly 
Hospital that spanned more than 
fifty years. He became a Trustee 
in 1938 and later served as its 
president until retirement, al~ 
though he still is an Incorporator 
and Trustee of the Westerly Hos~ 
pital Endowment. He is 'an author 
of a history of the first twenty.~five 
years of the hospital which was 
published in 1950. 

During the years he has been 
privileged to serve the community 
at one time or another as Treasurer 
of the Pawcatuck, CT, Fire District 
for 49 years, as President of the 
W esterly~Pawcatuck YMCA, and 
Chairman of the Fund Raising 
Campaign to build its building, 
as President and Trustee of the 
Memorial and Library Association 
of Westerly at the time it was ex~ 
tensively built and modernized, 
as President of River Bend Cemetery 
Co. for many years, as a member 
of the Stonington Town School 
Committee, as Chairman of the 
Advisory Board of the Industrial 
National Bank of Rhode Island at 
its Westerly Branch, as Chairman 
of the Rhode Island Division of 
the New England Council for 
Economic Development and a 
Director of the Council for nine 
years, as a Trustee of the American 
Sabbath Tract Society, as a mem~ 
ber of the Board of Trustees of 
the Seventh Day Baptist Memorial 
Fund, as a Trustee of the Seventh 

Day Baptist General Conference 
and President of General Con. 
ference in 1948, and as Director 
and President of the Westerly 
Savings and Loan Association. 
Also he was chosen "Man of the 
Year" for the Westerly.Pawcatuck 
community in 1969. 

He has just retired as Treasurer 
of the Seventh Day Baptist Mis· 
sionary Society after forty.nine 
years of service having been vitally 
interested in missions always 
and feeling the urgent need of 
building a stronger home base in 
order to build up our foreign field 
work. -

He has enjoyed being out in the 
woods and has climbed many 
mountains in both the White and 
Green Mountains and has never 
gotten over his love for the North 
Country of New England since he 
first went to New Hampshire as 
a Dartmouth College freshman. 0 

Missionary Vision 
(Continued from page 15) 

Each one of us is to give as He 
has prospered us. The tithe is a 
good starting place for poor 
Christians and this is what we are 
doing in Burma. But the wealthy 
should give much more than this. 
Are you prepared to give more? 
Are you willing to sacrifice more 
of your wealth and possessions 
for the work and ministry of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ? 

In conclusion, I want to remind 
all of you that the Bible is a great 
missionary book that gives us a 
solid foundation for our missionary 
vision and thinking. 

. Thank you. May God bless you 
all. Amen.D 

-Rev. Thanga is the secretary of the Burma 
SDB Conference. Many met him at Con
ference in Denver, CO, in August 1980. 
He also carries on a literature ministry 
writing, editing and translating Christian 
books, Bible Study manuals, A Topical 
Conc~rdance of the Bible, and tracts in 
Lusha, and other languages spoken in 
Burma. " 
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FOCUS 

MISSIONS TODAY 

• LONDON, ENGLAND: The first 
annual Women's Society meeting 
was held in the new chapel of the 
Mill Yard SOB Church on Nov. 8. 
Visitor Dorothy Lawton brought 
greetings from the USA and shared 
about the women's work in her home 
church. The main message was given 
by Sis. Iris Codrington. 
• BRUCHTORF, W. GERMANY: 
A special home meeting was held on 
Sabbath, Nov. 15 hosted by the 
Mellmans. Individual Seventh Day 
Baptists from Hamburg, Harburg 
and Luneburg attended. Leon R. 
Lawton was the guest and shared 
SDB World Federation information 
and brought a devotional message. 
• HAARLEM, NETHERLANDS: 
Elder and Mrs. Jap Nieuwstraten 
shared colored slides of their visit 
to the USA at the SDB Chapel. 
Mark and Ann Lewis and son at
tended and met, for the first time 
with the Dutch brethren. They are 
from Alfred Station, NY, but Mark 
is on duty with the air force. 
• HANK, NETHERLANDS: This 
small community is the residence of 
Jan Lek, secretary of the SDB's in 
Nederland and vice-president of the 
SDB World Federation. He helps 
to edit and publish the Anchor for 
his country and The Link for SDB's 
in Europe. He has the address lists 
on computer. He helped host Leon 
R. Lawton on his recent visit. 
• aSTRA VA, CZECHOSLQV AKIA: 
The Christian Seventh Day Church 
now has a congregation in this com
munity visited by Jan Lek in mid-1980 
and again during the closing week 
of the year. They have ?btaine.d t~e 
use of a very old buildmg WhICh IS 
being rebuilt for church use. Jan l:ek 
is taking gifts to them of clothmg 
and a ,used organ from the Netherlands. 
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FEBRUARY 1981 

PRAY FOR: 

I-Missionaries Rodney and Camille Henry 
and family, Cebu City, The Philippines 

2-Conference President, Rev. Charles Graffius, 
Los Angeles, CA . 

3-The effectiveness of tracts shared thIS 
month and the Tract Society 

4-Joel O'Mare, one of the SDB leaders in 
the Kisii, Kenya, mission 

5-My friends who do not know ChrIst and 
my witness to them 

6-Rev. L. Sawi Thanga, General Secretary 
of the Burma SDB Conference 

7-Seventh Day Baptists around the world 
as they meet for worship andfellowship 

8-The officers of the Women's Society Board 
in Los Angeles, CA 

9-The ministry of Jin Sung Kim and the 
house churches in Korea 

10-The many persons involved in preparing 
for Ministers Conference beginning Feb. 19 

11-The Seventh Day Baptist witness in 
Cameroon, West Africa 

12-The pastor and leaders of my church 
13-Missionaries David and Bettie Pearson, 

Malawi, Africa 
14-SABBA TH SCHOOL MISSION OF

FERINGS-a special emphasis in many 
churches 

15-Mill Yard Seventh Day Baptist Church 
and Pastor Peat, London, England 

16-Y our General Council as it meets in 
Daytona Beach, FL . 

17 -Medical Director Mhura and· the medIcal 
workers in Malawi, Africa 

18-Sunshine Mountain, Chatawa, MS-the 
special ministry for han~icapped people 

19-Ministers Conference seSSIOns m Daytona 
Beach, FL, beginning today . 

20-Pastor Samuel Peters and other workers 
in Guyana, South America 

21-My responsibility to visitors at my church 
this Sabbath 

22-G. P. Nantikwa, Secretary of the Central 
Africa Conference of Seventh Day Baptists 

23-Leaders and speakers at Ministers Con
ference, Daytona Beach, FL 

24-Mexico Seventh Day Baptists and their 
outreach ministries 

25-0ur pastors as they travel home from 
Ministers Conference 

26-Rev. Nathan B. Thompson, Corresponding 
Secretary, Jamaican SDB Conference 

27-0irector of Church Extension, Mynor 
G. Soper . 

28-New possibilities for outreach and growth 
in Brazil 

PRAYER 0 
C 
o 
R 
N 

A Prayer Reminder 
for Each Day!! 

MARCH 1981 

PRAYFOR: 

I-Pastor William E. Shoffner and the SOB 
Church in Memphis, TN 

2-Pastors and leaders of the SDB witness 
in Nigeria, West Africa . . .. 

3-Field Pastor John Camenga and his nurustry 
in NC, SC and TN 

4-Rev. B. John V. Rao and pastors in the 
SOB Conference of India 

5-Pastor Stephan Saunders and the church 
in the Bay Area, CA 

6-Pastors and leaders of SDB churches 
in Australia 

7-That I might be open to God's message 
through His Word and my pastor 

8-Elder Nieuwstraten and other leaders in 
The Netherlands SDB churches 

9-0ean Herbert E. Saunders and the SDB 
seminary students 

lO-Rev. Joseph Samuels, pastor of the SOB 
Church in Toronto, Canada 

ll-Rev. Kenneth D. Chroniger, pastor, and 
leaders of the Central SOB Church, MO 

12-Brother Owen Lynch and members of the 
SDB Church in Birmingham, England 

13-Rev. Dale O. Thorngate, pastor of the SDB 
. Church in Columbus, OH 

14-Time to experience the rest and re-creation 
of God's Sabbath-Praise the Lord! 

15-The Seventh Day Baptist Missionary Society 
Annual Meeting, 2:00 p.m., Westerly, RI 

16-Rev. David S. Clarke and all those who 
write for the Helping Hand 

17-Pastor Benesse and churches in Mozambique, 
Africa 

18-Decision to. Discipleship group members 
in my church 

19-5eventh Day Baptists in Auckland, New 

E 
R 

Zealand 
20-The Women's Board in Los Angeles, CA, . 

as it makes plans for SCSC in 1981 
21-Missionaries David and Bettie Pearson, 

Malawi, Africa 

22-Churches searching for new pastors 
23-Missionaries Rodney and Camille Henry 

and family, Cebu City, The Philippines 
24-Secretary Mary Clare and our Board of 

Christian Education 
25-The Seventh Day Baptist witness in 

Cameroon, West Africa 
26-Churches as they carry out their plans 

for camps and other summer activities 
27-Rev. L. Sawi Thanga, general secretary 

of the Burma SDB Conference 
28~ Ways in which this Sabbath can be different 

in ministry to others 

29-The youth in my church. How can I en
courage/help them? 

30-0ur brethren in Sabbatarian churche~ in 
Poland and Eastern Europe 

31-My daily walk and witness for my Lord, 
Jesus Christ. Is He Lord? 
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by Rev. Paul S. Burdick' 

Read what Peter has to say: 
"The world ... was deluged with water 
and perished. By the same word the 
heavens and world that now exist 
have been stored up for fire ... being 
kept until the day of judgment 
and the destruction of ungodly men. " 
(1 Pet. 3:6,7) 

So it appears that because of un
godliness among men, the world is 
stored up for destruction by fire, 
as once the world in Noah's day 
was destroyed by means of water. 

The world in the 20th century 
has seen two great world wars. 
They were brought about, not by 
the wickedness of one or two men, 
as some would think, but by the 
stupidity and selfishness of us all. 
The destruction of Hiroshima by 
an atomic bomb came about because 
of the hate in every man's heart. 
It shows how the end of the world. 
may· be, not by an act of God, b1:lt 
by the acts of men. , 

In the Book of Revelation, we 
are told that when God wanted to 
destroy wicked Babylon, He caused 
an angel to pour out his vial that 
Babylon might drain the cup of His 
fury and every island fled away. 
It is reported that when one bomb 
like that used on Hiroshima was 
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exploded, an island disappeared be
neath the waves. (Rev. 16:20) . 

Again we are told that after God 
had warned men to "hurt not the 
trees" another blast did "burn a 
third part of the· world, a third 
part of the trees, and all the grass was 
burnt up. (Rev. 7:3) 

So ungodly men in Vietnam des
stroyed trees to make the ground 
visible to those in the air. 

Observation of AD 
the Commandments? 

Seventh Day Baptists, you are doing 
a good work in calling men once more 
to "Remember the Sabbath Day to 
keep it holy" for this is God's day, 
not man's, to be changed, or given 
over to man's convenience or pleasure. 
So with the other connnandments. Thou 
shalt not steal, thou shalt not kill. 
Thou shalt not have any other gods 
before me. 

The New God To Worship 

War justifies anything, people say. 
Now when men give everything over 
to the god of war, there is· nothing 
precious enough or moral enough left 
but what it must be sacrificed toward 
winning a war. So it was with London 
under the blitz of Hitler's men, or with 
Dresden and other Getman cities under 
the planes of the Allied nations. 

.... -. v,~ ... ,,,,, .. 

A writer in the Scientific Ameriam 
even made the suggestion that a limited 
war could be fought that might put 
out of commission an enemy's power 
to retaliate, SO that it would soon sue 
forpeare. 

But the author of this article finally 
concluded that this kind of war is not 
possIble without the danger of drawing 
in all the devices of modem warfare 
until all the world's wealth, its cities, 
its factories, its homes, and its ~ple, 
wouid be sacrificed into this inferno. 

America has 9,00> such weapons and 
the Soviets 5,0X>, each much more 
powerful than the one that hit 
Hiroshima, and not all of which 
could be put out of comlllission by a 
"first strike." 

One God To Worship 

One day Jesus and His disciples 
were traveling and chanced to pass 
through the midst of a Samarian 
city, whose inhabitants refused to 
give them welcome, for they were 
traveling to Jerusalem. The disciples 
asked Jesus to bring down fire upon 
the city as God destroyed Sodom 
and Gomorrah. But Jesus said, "the 
Son of Man came not to destroy 
men's lives, but to save them.". 

The warlike spirit must give way 
to the words of Jesus, "Go ye 
into all the world ... preach, teach, 
baptize. Freely ye have received, 
freely give." 

So Jesus says, "Pray for your 
enemies" ... don't try to kill them. 
Some of us have learned how our 
prayers were granted ... mountains 
have been removed and cast into 
the sea. 

But prayer must be continuous, 
unfailing, and full of faith. 

"Faithful earnest, loving prayer 
It must cleave the dreary heavens, 
As the songbirds cleave the air." 

Those of you Who will join me 
in prayer for our enemies and for 
world peace, please let me know, 
and I will respond to every letter, 
thanking God for this fellowship. 
for prayer among our people. 

The more people that will pray 
in this way, joining in one place, 
or scattered here and there yet all 
praying together, the more effective 
it will be.D 
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CHURCH 

• In 
ACTI~~N 

ALFRED ACTIVE 
IN MANY MINISTRIES 

ALFRED, NY -God has richly bl~ 
the Alfred Seventh Day BaptIst 
Church as the fellowship co";ti~ues 
to grow in ~is Spirit: As Chnstians 
commit then dally lIfe to the work 
and witness of the Lord, the Sabb~th 
gathering becomes a real celebratIOn 
of praise to the Lord! 

The church has been blessed by 
19 baptisms since January 1980 and 
16 new members have joined the 
church fellowship. Most of them are 
friends and relatives of church mem
bers who now profess Jesus as Lord 
They include: Angie Butts, Jill Sny~er, 
Mrs. Margaret Perry, Mrs. Lucllle 
Baker, Cynthia Cart':Vright, C~eryl 
Cartwright, Mrs. MIldred KnIght, 
Lydia Keough, Bruce Stubbs, Mrs. 
Edwina Stubbs, Richard Osborne, 
Robert E. Yolk, Mrs. Beverly A. 
Snyder, Roger McGraw, Roger 

. Gardner and Mrs. Penny Gardner. 
The church's prayer meeting and 

Bible study, held each Tuesday night, 
has been attracting an average of 
25 including Christians from other 
churches in our communi~y. Pastor 
Tom has been teaching on the Holy 
Spirit, while those attending have 
also been blessed by the weekly 
season of prayer. 

Several young adults of the chur~h 
have been sharing the leadership 
role of a college-age Bible study 
that is in its third consecutive year. 
The study has been blessed by num
bers as the college students returned 
this fall. The study averag~s about 
20 students each Thursday mg~t: 

The church's coffeehouse mtillstry 
continues to bless ·as it ministers ~o 
college students through the mUSIC 
of "Living Water" and the refresh
ments in the warm atmosphere of 
the Parish House dining room. 

The coffeehouse, in its first five 
weeks of the academic year, has had 
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four "full houses," with ~apac.ity 
about 75. And in those fIrst fIve 
weeks at least three students have 
accepted Jesus Christ as Lord of 
their lives! 

The coffeehouse has also been an 
avenue through which our church 
members meet students and some have 
been drawn into our regular fellow
ship activities of Sabbath School, 
worship and socials. 

The Sabbath School is growing by 
leaps and bounds, ~s the church's 
new van is used to pIck up between 
10 and 15 young people each Sabbath 
morning. 

We have enjoyed opening our 
Sabbath activities with a "Singspi!a
tion" led by Beverly (Mrs. DaVId) 
Snyder at 9:30 a.m., followed by 
regular classes. With J anette Rog~rs 
resigning as Sabbath School Su~nn
tendent the church has appo1Oted , . . 
Barb Snyder to the POSItIon. 

Sabbath School teachers this year 
include: Will and Sue Jacox, pre
school; Chuck Gardiner, pr~m~ry; 
Jerry Snyder and Edith Place, Ju~or; 
Sherry Yolk, junior. high gIrlS; 
David Snyder, junior hIgh boys; Bob 
Yolk, senior high; Beverley (Mrs. 
Harold) Snyder, adult; Sandra Mc 
Graw, adult. The Friendly Forum 
continues to meet, also. 

The first thing done in making a 2~-foot 
banana split is placing the bananas In the 
trough. From then on, it w~s a "Do your 
own thing" project. Boy, was It fun! 

The church has begun having 
monthly church socials ~ an informal 
way of outreach and contmued fellow
shitf,'-and just plain fun. Thu~ far, 
we '~e had a pie social followmg. a 
village band concert, a corn roast 10 
the apple orchard of Bruce and 
Winnie Stubbs and a 20 foot banana 
split!! Yes, 20 foot! Each ~vent has 
been well attended and enjoyed by 
all. d . t 

There has been renewe 10teres 
in Youth Fellowship, with Beth 
Goodridge and Rich Osborne re
cruiting youth while Roger ~nd 
Penny Gardner and Bob Cartwnght 
serve as advisors. The youth have 
numbered about 20 each Saturday 
night and recently took 37 area you,th 
to the Kanona Youth for Chnst 
Center, where three young people 
accepted the Lord! . 

The church's discipleship cell dIS
continued meeting during the summer 
months to pursue camp and fair ~ooth 
commitments. Beth Goodndge, 
Terry Jackson, Rich Osborne, Dave 
and Beverly Snyder and ~an~a 
and Melissa Snyder and Craig MIX 
worked at the Allegany County 
Fair, where the S.D.B. Allegheny 
Association booth was the only booth 
proclaiming the Gospel! .' 

During the week at the faIr, ~86 
tracts were given out, most of wh~ch 
were Gospel tracts. Those work1Og 
in the booth were able, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, to witness 
to many in the crowds that attended. 

As the church looks forward. to 
continued ministry to·the commuruty, 
church family retreat was held Oct. 
3-5 at Camp Harley Sutton. ~he 
church's annual dinner and me~t1Og 
was held Oct. 12 whe.n new of~lcers 
were elected and comrmttees aPP01!1ted. 

One committee that was appo.mted 
was a Pastoral Search Commltt7e, 
as Pastor Tom has resigned effective 
Dec.' 7, 1980. His resignation ~as 
accepted "with sincerest apologI~s 
for our lack of full support of HIS 
ministry in our church as a whole 
.church body," at a special church 
meeting Sept. 14. 

Many will miss Pastor To~ Sostar, 
who had a lively and frUItful pas
torate in our church. We contmue 
to· enjoy his leadership and faith.ful 
service to the Lord and are praymg 
that the Lord will continue to direct 
and bless him as he has in the past. 0 

-David Snyder 
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LI 1"1 LE GENESEE CHURCH 
REPORTS ACIlVE YEAR 

LITILE GENESEE, NY -Our first 
money raising event in 19~0, was a 
pancake supper, April 14, to help 
defray the expense of camp, so that 
our Sabbath School children could 
attend Camp Harley in July. 

Our annual birthday party, April 
28, attracted about 100 people, 
making it a real community get
together. The Rev. Albert Rogers, 
Alfred Station, NY, was our guest 
at the annual pulpit exchange while 
Pastor Crouch went to Alfred. 

Mrs. Margaret Burdick and Mrs. 
Becky Crouch participated in the 
World Day of Prayer Union Service 
at the Episcopal Church in Bolivar. 
Several other ladies from our church 
also attended. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Reynolds were 
honored at a dinner reception in 
the Community Center, celebrating 
their 50th Wedding Anniversary, 
May 18. Over 100 people attended 
the affair, which was hosted by their 
three. daughters and families. 

Genesee Township had its Sesqui
centennial celebration July 26-29. 
One of the highlights was a skit, 
"Genesee Begins," written and 
directed by Leta DeGroff, depicting 
early days in the SDB church. The 
members of the cast were dressed 
to represent members attending a 
church meeting in 1827. Our church 
also held a special union church ser
vice, Sabbath morning. Visitors were 
present from several states. 

Our pastor was director of Vacation 
Bible School here in Little Genesee 
the last week of June and director 
of Junior Camp at Camp Harley 
Sutton in July before going off to 
Denver for Conference and a week's 
vacation afterwards. 

. On October 3-4 our church helped 
the First Hebron SDB Church with 
the ordination services for our joint 
pastor, Steven Crouch. Dean Herbert 
Saunders of Council on Ministry, 
Rev. Mynor Soper, Missionary evan
gelist and Rev. and Mrs. John Rau 
of Brookfield, NY, were in attendance 
along with our· sister churches of 
the Allegheny Association and 
Steve's parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Herbert Crouch of Milton, WI. We 
were very proud of Steve and his 
very thoroughly· thought -<lut statement. 

OUT latest project, spearheaded 
by Amy Cudahy and Vicki Kuhn, 
is an effort toward more involvement 

of our young people in the church 
and community. 0 

-Arvida Wainman and Wilma Sanford 

ORDINATION OF 
STEVEN P. CROUCH 

LITTLE GENESEE, NY -Pastor 
Steven P. Crouch was ordained into 
the Seventh Day Baptist ministry 
on Sabbath Day, October 4, 
at the First Seventh Day Baptist 
Church of Hebron, Coudersport, 
Pennsylvania. 

The call to examination on Friday 
evening, October 3, wa.s given by 
both the Hebron and Little Genesee, 
NY, churches which he has been 
serving the past year since his grad
uation from North American Baptist 
Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD. 

The Rev. Rex E. Zwiebel, Alfred 
Station, NY, was elected moderator 
of the council of delegates from the 
Alfred, NY, Alfred Station, NY, 
Richburg, NY, Little Genesee, NY, 
and Hebron, P A, churches. Visiting 
clergy also elected were the Rev. 
John A. Rau, Brookfield, NY, the 
. Rev. Mynor Soper, Texarkana, AR, 
and the Rev. Herbert E. Saunders, 
Dean of Seventh Day Baptist Ministry, 
Plainfield, NJ. 

The Sabbath Day.services consisted 
of a morning worship service and the 
observance of the Lord's Supper. 
The Rev. Soper brought the or
dination sennon, "Preach the Word," 
and the Rev. Rau, the children's 
message, "Fairness." A tureen dinner 
was served at noon followed by the 
ordination service at two o'clock. 

The Rev. David Clarke conducted 
the opening worship after which the 
Rev. John Rail gave the charge to 
the candidate, and the Rev. Rex 
Zwiebel, the charge to the church . 
The Rev. Saunders gave the prayer 
of consecration after which the 
Rev. Soper wel<;omed the candidate 
to the ministry. The Rev. Albert 
Rogers gave the closing benediction. 

Special music, "He Was Wounded" 
'Sung during the morning worship 
service, and "Bless This Child" one 
of the ordination prayers; was sung 
by a mixed quartet from the Hebron 
church, William W. and Kathryn 
Thompson, Pearl Brock, and.David 
Hauber, accompanied at the organ 
by Mrs. Thomas (Margaret) Burdick 
of Little Genesee, NY. 0 

ARKANSAS STATE FAIR BOOTH 

LITILE ROCK, AR-The Seventh 
Day Baptist Church of Little Rock 
sponsored a booth again this year 
at the Arkansas State Fair. The at
tractive poster of praying hands with 
the Lord's Prayer by Winnie Monroe 
drew many to the booth and enabled 
us to share our witness. Our major 
emphasis was on the way of sal
vation and God's love. This is the 

• third year that Mrs. Monroe has 
drawn posters for the fair booth. 
Many who had seen Mrs. Monroe's 
Ten Commandment poster at the 
booth last year came back and asked 
if we had any of them left over. 
Truly we are blessed to have such 
willing and talented hands to serve. 

Dan Johnson again sponsored the 
Bibles for our fair booth drawings 
as well as many copies of the Gospel 
of John which were given out to those 
interested in that study. One of last 
year's Bible winners came by to 
thank us and brought her friends 
to sign up for the drawing this year. 
Over 3,000 tracts and posters were 
distributed by the participants in this 
year's outreach. 

We have been advertising in local 
newspapers again this year as well as 
taking out a special ad in other 
Arkansas cities. The Lord has con
tinued to bless our worship services 
and provide opportunities for us to 
witness during each week. 

It has been a blessing to have 
three nurses from the Baptist Hos
pital attending our services: Jennifer 
Booth, a member of the London 
Seventh Day Baptist Church, Velma 
Virgo and Beverlie Newmancook 
Horne who are members of the Wake
field, Jamaica, Se~enth Day Baptist 
Church~ . 

We are looking forward to new 
opportunities, challenges and blessings 

. as the new year approach.es. 0 

\ \ 

. \ ~ ... 

-Rachel Kenyon 
Mrs. Winnie Monroe displays the poster given 

'------------------------------' by the Little Rock church at the fair booth. 
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PEOPLE'S CHURCH 
CELEBRATES 

HARVEST HOME SERVICE 

NEW YORK, NY-Editor John D. 
Bevis was the guest speaker at the 
annual Harvest Home service of the 
People's Christian Church in New 
York City on November 15, 1980. 
This celebration has been observed 
since the church was founded in 
1916. The Sabbath-observing church 
is located at 165 West 105th Street 
in Manhattan. 

The congregation has close ties 
with Seventh Day Baptists. The~e 
were representatives present at thIS. 
service from the New York Seventh 
Day Baptist Church in the Bronx. 
Special greetings were shared by the 
Rev. Joe Samuels, new pastor of the 
Toronto Canada, Seventh Day 
Baptist Church. Editor Bevis. ob
served that even though he IS a 

. thousand miles south of New York 
he has preached for the People's 
Church five times this year. Some 
call him their "long-distance" pastor. 
In recent months other Seventh Day 
Baptist leaders have serv~ t~s ~hurch. 
including: Rev. Harmon DIckinson, 
Dr. K.D. Hurley, Rev. Leon Lawton 
and Thomas L. Merchant. 0 

DAVIS FAMILY HONORED FOR 
TEN YEARS SERVICE 

BATTLE CREEK, MI-A total of 
79 campers attended our Camp 
Holston camps this summer as re
ported at our Octo be! business 
meeting. Ruth Bennett duected Day 
. Camp, Gary Hemminger-Interme-
diate Camp, the Rev. LaI'9' Graffius 
from White Cloud-Jumor Camp, 
and Norma Rudert from WhIte 
Cloud-Primary Camp. Our Junior 
Camp was cut short due to an 
electrical outage after a severe storm 
hit the area. Many trees were downed 
and houses were damaged by the 
high winds, and a~l. area residents 
were without electncity from a few 
hours to several days. Fortunately, 
there were no personal injuries. 
Electricity at the camp was off for 
three days. 

After the camping season, three 
baptismal services were held with a 
total of eleven candidates. Several 
of this group have join~d the chu~ch 
including a Puerto RIcan famIly. 
The church helped another Puerto 
Rican family get settled in this country. 
Some Sabbath mornings we have 
greetings, special music, and t~sti
monies in Spanish with translauons 
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for our non-Spanish members. 
Our Young Adult Sabbath School 

Class which has 25 to 30 members 
is really growing. The group, taug~t 
by George Parrish now m~ets m 
Frankie Davis' ap~tment m our 
Parish House next door to the chll!ch, 
but it is hoped they can move mto 
our largest Sabbath School room at 
the church soon. Our Martha Wardner 
Room has been refurbished recen~ly 
with sunny yellow paint, new whIte 
plastered ceiling, more a~equate 
lighting from fluorescent fIxtures, 

. and new drapes. Since the Young 
Adult Sabbath School Class feels 
especially comfortable in a "home" 
atmosphere the furnishing of the 
Martha Wa~dner Room will be with 
lounge-type furniture. P. T.L. for 
growing Sabbath School classes! 
. An Open House was held at the 
church and Parish House at the end 
of July to show the progress of the 
refurbishing work being done .. Our 
Parish House is also undergomg a 
transformation, inside and .out. The 
Battle Creek Day Care Center now 
uses the entire downstairs of the 
building, which was possible after 
the former renter of the back apart
ment moved out. The Center has 
expanded its services to include an 
infant care center, and m~ch re
decorating work was done m p~e
paration. Their former offi~e upstB;lIs 
is now a private counsellmg offIce 
for our pastor after refurbishing. 
Wallpaper layers were stripped and 
replaced with· paint, the floor· was 
carpeted, lovely ~nd comf~rtable 
furniture was acqUIred, and pIctures 
and accessories were chosen. Dr. 
LeRoy DeLand's family gave his 
walnut desk as a memorial and Walter 
Wilkihson designated memorial 
money in memory of Edna Wilkinson 
to go for other furniture. Vol un- . 
teers did the work. The many c?n
tributions added up to a beautIful 
room for counseling. 

Many of the upstairs Parish House 
rooms have been redecorated in the 
same way. In the hall and stairway, 
floors were sanded and refinished. 
Work is now in progress on painting 
the outside or-the building. We are 
thankful for those who give of them
selves in time, talent, and money to 
keep our church property in good 
repair whereby giving God the love, 
honor' and service He deserves . 

In ~ evangelistic effort this summer, 
our church worked with several others 
in sponsoring an area-wide Clyde 
Dupin Crusade held August 24-31 at 
a school football field. The Crus~de 
is unique because the sponsormg 
churches share in the planning of the 

Crusade and do five-week follow-ups 
on all of the people who go forward 
at the services. Our pastor, S. Kenneth 
Davis, was the prayer chairman. f?r 
the city arranging for prayer VlgtlS 
throughout the city . and pra~er 
meetings in the counselling tent pnor 
to the Crusade. Several men:tbers 
served on the Crusade commIttees 
as our churc~ representatives, and 
several others were trained as 
counsellors. Twelve people related to 
our church made decisions at the 
Crusade and our counsellors are 
following up on these individual~. 

Four Discipleship Cells contmue 
this Fall with a total of 19 enrolled 
including three disciplers. The ~~lls 
are on Phase 4 of the DecIsIo!l 
to Discipleship series. Pastor Ken IS 
one of the disciplers. 

A surprise reception was held 
after church services the first of 
September to honor Pastor Ken a~d 
Jean on their ten years of serVIce 
to us here in Battle Creek. At· the 
church's business meeting in July, 
the church voted to change the call 
of the pastor from a yearly call to 
one for an indefinite time. This was 
a Bylaw change, and all o?r futu.re 
pastors will be ca1le~ for an lD?efiDlte 
time. A special busmess meetmg was 
was held to call Pastor Ken for an 
indefinite time. Either the pastor or 
church members can call for a vote 
of confidence at any time. The change 
was made to encourage the pastor 
to make long-range plans for the 
church by giving him the assurance 
that he would most likely be t~e 
leader to carry out those plans m 
the coming years; O· 

. -Karen Thorngate 

PRESIDENT GRAFFIUS VISITS 
ADVENTIST HEADQUARTERS 

WASHINGTON, D.C.-On October 
. 2, Rev. Charles Graffius, Preside~t 
of the General Conference paId 
visits to the General Conference 
headquarters of Seventh-day Ad
ventists in Washington, D.C. He also 
toured Columbia Union College and 
the Review and Herald Publishing 
House. President Graffius met with 
Adven~ist President, Elder Neal C. 
Wilson; Secretary O. Ralph Thomp
son, Ministerial Association Secre
tary J. Robert Spangl~r;. and. the 
editor of the AdventIst ReVIew, 
Elder Kenneth H. Wood. Later he 
spent some time with the pres.i~ent 
of Columbia Union College, William 
Loveless, and teachers in the 
theology department. 0 
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DESIRE TO OPERATE 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL SHARED 

FOUKE, AR-The Fouke Seventh 
Day Baptist Church has been active 
in recent months with an average 
attendance of about 40. The church 
voted to send monthly support to 
foreign missions. A move to support 
Pastor Floyd L. Goodson and Rev. 
Mynor G~oper on the radio for 
thirteen ween was also approved. 
The program will begin after 
Thanksgiving. 

The Fouke SDB Youth Center is 
beginning its eighth year. Judo, 
boxing, arts and crafts, journalism, 
and a tutoring service are now being 
offered. A girls' gymnastics class 
and a women's slimnastics class are 
now being considered to begin soon. 

A move has begun to reopen the 
Fouke Academy. A charter from the 
State of Arkansas was applied for 
and granted. A church school could 
not begin in 1980 because of lack of 
funds. A teacher is available. Pastor 
Goodson has taught for over twenty-

~Jive years on alllev~ls, first through 
university. At the present time he 
is teaching at Texarkana Community 
college. He holds a doctorate from 
the University of Arizona. 

In order to open the Academy for 
the school year of 1981-82, he needs 
a minimum of $20,000." The school 
would have to be subsidized for a 
period of five to nine years. After 
that, the school should be able to 
operate on its own. The academy 
would be operated on Christian 
principles and would stress develop-

. ment in the academic, the physical, 
the social and the spiritual areas. 

Pastor Goodson hopes that the 
Youth Center's tutoring service will 
lead into an interest in the academy. 
Two young ladies are participating 
in the service with an eye to enrolling 
at Texarkana Community College in 
January. 0 

Kathy Campbell and Lynn Smith take ad
vantage of our Fouke SDB Youth Center's 
tutoring service. Both young ladies plan to 
attend college in January, 1981. 
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PLAINFIELD HAS RETREAT 

PLAINFIELD, NJ-We are indeed 
happy to have Pastor and Mrs. 
Victor W. Skaggs with us. He was 
installed September 6 at an inspiring 
service conducted by Dean Herbert 
E. Saunders~ There was a large atten
dance with visitors from New York 
City, Irvington, Raritan Valley, Shiloh, 
New York State, and Jamaica. 
Hospital Chaplain David Quiring and 
Rev. Edward Schneider took part in 
the service. We welcomed four new 
members-our pastor and his wife 
Ardale, their son Patrick and his 
wife Debbie, who live near enough 
to attend from time to time. Following 
a bounteous fellowship dinner which 
featured a large lettered cake, Pastor 
Skaggs spoke of his aspirations for 
our church. It was a thrilling day 
for our congregation. 

At our quarterly meeting Janet 
Whitford, president of the Board 
of Trustees, reported many reno
vations to the parsonage and church. 
Among other things, the parsonage 
and garage had been painted, plexi
glass had been installed over 
the sanctuary windows, and the 
church bells had been repaired and 
had been rung again .. 

Our Spiritual Life Retreat October 
17 -18 was held in Plainfield rather 

, than at the Baptist Conference Center 
in Lebanon and was a real success. 
On Sabbath Eve the Sabbath welcoming 
service was at the Saunders home, 
while the rest of the retreat was 
at the church. The emphasis was 
on the Christian family.. A very 
complete breakfast was served by the 
young people Sabbath morning at 
8:00. Pastor Skaggs had prepared 
an in-depth study on the character
istics of a Christian family and the 
responsibilities of each member. 

During the worship service K.D. 
and Shireen Hurley sang a duet and 
read from Proverbs. The message 
was on "Joy and Responsibility." 
The pastor said that love, trust, 
and trustworthiness are essential 
to· a happy family. The fellowship 
dinner was followed by devotions 
and singspiration, . led by Douglas 
and Melody Wheeler. The Saunders 
family had charge of fun and fellow
ship, including Bible games, in the 
afternoon. 

The mystery supper prepared by 
Kay Maltby and Ardale Skaggs was 
hilarious. The menu consisted of 
seventeen mysterious names, which 
each person divided into three courses. 
Some received their dessert first and 

nothing to eat it with. This cor
respondent was fortunate to get a 
fork with the first course, "sloppy 
joe" with the second course, and 
gingerbread and topping with the 
third course, but most were not so 
lucky. The old movies shown after 
supper included one of the landing 
of Apollo lIon the moon in 1969. 

Pastor Skaggs' messages have been 
outstanding. "Little Less Than God" 
stressed the relationship of Christians 
to one another. God builds people 
up, but we are apt to tear down 
people's confidence, often uncon
sciously. Sensitivity, respect, and 
appreciation are necessary if we are 
to recognize the worth of others and 
help them to grow and mature 
in the Christian life. 0 

-Ruth Hunting Parker 

WOMEN'S SOCIETY ORGANIZED 

FARINA, IL-The women of the 
Farina Sev~nth Day Baptist Church 
organized a Ladies' Aid Society this 
past month. During the weekend ses
sion, Mary Clare, Executive Secre
tary of the Board of Christian 
Education led in a series of five 
sessions. Three of these sessions were 
open to all local women with two 
other sessions aimed at helping SDB 
women with specific goals and 
spiritual growth. 

There were several goals established 
for the new Ladies' Aid Society. 
First, a regular meeting time, was 
set for the first Sabbath of each 
month following a noon luncheon. 
The women also decided to start 
by studying "What Happens When 
Women Pray" by Evelyn Christenson. 
The women also agreed to correspond 
with and encourage isolated Sabbath
keepers. The women are going to do 
research to see if there is a need 
for "Meals on Wheels" in Farina. 

During the summer month~ the 
church was happy to host an S.C.S.C. 
team. Victor Burdick and Othneil 
Murphy did a great job of developing 
community awareness of our church. 
The team started the painting of the 
church and the job was finished by 
a local painter. The Lord led many 
people to help with the cost of the 
painting and we wish to thank all 
who contributed to this fund. 

We were happy that Willy Klajbor 
made his decision for Christ and 
was baptized on July 26. We have 
started a "Decision to Disciple" class 
with three members. 0 

-Pastor Robert Van Horn 
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Wayne N. Crandall 

CRANDALL.-Deacon Wayne N., son 
of Milford and Euphemia Crandall, was 
born on April 22, 1914 in the town of 
Andover, New York, and died at Bethesda 
Hospital, Hornell, New York, November 
8,1980. 

Mr. Crandall was a graduate of Co~n~ll 
University and served as a school admmls
trator and teacher all of his life. His talents 
were used in Almond, Canisteo, and Arkport, 
New York. Upon retirement in 1970, he and 
his wife Katherine, answered the call to go 
to Jam~ca, West Indies, where he served 
four years as principal of the ~ra~d~l 
High School, a Seve.nth Day Baptist. IllS~I
tution named after hiS uncle, Dr. BenJamm 
Crandall. 

He served as deacon in the Independence 
and Alfred Station, New York, Seventh Day 
Baptist Churches. 

He was a member of the Arkport, New 
York, Exchange Club and of the Hornell 
Camp of the Gideons InternatIon~1 where ~e 
served as treasurer up to the time of hIS 
confinement. For many years he was a devoted 
member of the Board of Directors o! !he.· 
Seventh Day Baptist Board of Chnstlan 
Education and was the president for ~everal 
tenus. His denomination ho~ored hIm by 
electing him Conference preSIdent for the 
year of 1959. . . 

Surviving are his wife, Kathenne Green 
Crandall; a daughter, E. Ca~ille (Mrs. 
Joseph) Lovering of South BurlIngton, Ver
mont· three sons, Kenneth of Medway, 
Mass~chusetts,Curtis of Kenmore, New ~ ork, 
and Dale of Arkport, New York; a SIster, 
Maxine (Mrs. Arnold) Remaly of Green
field Massachusetts; a brother, Edward of 
Alfr~d, New York; and. six grandchildren. 

Farewell services were held in the Ben~er 
Funeral Home in Hornell, New York,. With 
his pastor, the Reverend Rex E. ZWIebel, 
officiating. . 

Interment was in the Alfred Rural Cemetery, 
Alfred, New York. 

-R.E.Z. 

DRAPER.-Fred, was born March I, 1903, 
in Malvern, AR, and died Sept. 12, 1980, 
at Richmond, CA. 

January 1981 

", :; 

He is survived by his wife, Zillah, two 
daughters, five grandchildren, and seven 
great -grandchildren. . 

A Masonic funeral was held. A memonal 
service was held by the Bay Area, CA, 
Seventh Day Baptist Church, conducted. by 
Pastor Stephan Saunde~s and Oscar Burdick. 
Entombment was at Sunset Mausoleum, 
Kensington, CA. 

-S.F.S. 

JOHNSON.-Charles Wesley, son of Earl 
and Helen Johnson, was born D~. 2:, 
1933, at Phoenix, AZ, and died Ill. 
New Orleans, LA, Feb. 5, 1978. He 
is survived by his parents; two brothers, 
Samuel and Gerald; three children, Charles, 
Robert, and Patricia; and a grandson, 
Patrick. 

Funeral services were conducted in San 
Francisco, CA, by Assistant Pastor Jay 
Zaremba of the Bay Area, CA, Seventh 
Day Baptist Church. Burial was at Green 
Lawn Memorial Park, Colma, CA. 

-O.C.B. 
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MEMPHIS, TN 
William Shoffner, Pastor 

By Baptism: 
Chris Rafferty 

By Testimony: 
Jim Shackelford 

PAINT ROCK, AL 
John D. Bevis, Pastor 

By Testimony: 
Doris Catherine (Mrs. Wm. E.) Baer 
William E. Baer 

SALEM, WV 
J. Paul Green, Pastor 

Associate Members: 
Thomas Goodson 
Kim (Mrs. Thomas) Goodson 
Rochale Goodson 
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COOMBS-CRUZAN.~John Howard. Coombs, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. George A. Coombs, 
Jr. of Elmer, NJ, and Donna Ruth 
Cruzan daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Duane . 
A. Cr~zan of Bridgeton,NJ, were 
united in marriage on October 25, 1980, 
at the Seventh Day Baptist Church in 
Shiloh NJ with Rev. Charles Bond, 
the pa~tor df the bride, officiating; They 
will reside at Elmer, NJ. 

HINSON-MONROE.-E. Dale Hinson,. Jr., 
son of Mrs. and Mrs. E.D. Hmson 
of North Little Rock, Arkansas, and 
Cheryl Denise Monroe, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Berwin L. Monroe of. No~h . 
Little Rock, Arkansas, were ,umted m 
marriage on June 20, 1980, 10 Gr~ves 
Memorial Baptist Church, North Little 
Rock, Arkansas, by Rev. Floyd Goodso.n, 
pastor of the Fouke Seventh Day BaptIst 

Church. 

HOLLOW A Y -DE LUSSEY. -Gregory Elliot 
Holloway son of Rev. and Mrs. Lee 
Holloway: and Janis Sarah D~Lussey, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Regi~ald De 
Lussey, were united in marnage on 
Sabbath afternoon, November 1, 1980, 
in the Shiloh Seventh Day Baptist Church. 
The father of the groom officiated. The 
bride was recently a staff member of 
Campus Crusade ~or Chri~t. The couple 
resides in the Philadelphia area where 
the groom is chairman of the Boar~ of 
Mainline Coin and Stamp Corporation. 

SANDERSDIFFORD.--Gilbert Earl Sanders! 
son of Mrs. Martha Fiffik, and Shern 
Elaine Gifford, daughter of Mr. ~d Mr.s. 
Denver B. Gifford, were umted III 
marriage at the Salem, WV, Seventh Day 
Baptist Church on October 31, 1980. Rev. 
Paul Green officiated. 

SWEENEY-SUTTON.-Daniel H. Sweeney, 
son of Charles and Maurine Sweeney 
of Center Point, WV, and Terri LeAnn 
Sutton, daughter of Reverend Edward 
and Briana Sutton of Salem, WV, were 
united in marriage on September 5, 1980, 
at the Salem Seventh Day Baptist Church. 
The bride's father, Rev. Edward Sutton 
and Rev. J. Paul Green shared in the 
nuptials. 
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BARNES.-A daughter, Kristin Diane Barnes, 
to The Rev, and Mrs. William S. Barnes, 
on July 16, 1980. The maternal grand.
parents are Gordon and Jean (Stone) 
Houser, all of Fort Lauderdale, FL, and 
formerly of Cortland, NY. 

CRANDALL.-A son, Philip David Crandall 
to· Stephen and Patricia (Montgomery) 
Crandall of Alfred, NY, on November 
l3,1980. 

LANDERS.-A son, Dewey Lee Ill, to 
Dewey Jr. and Mary Landers of Pass 
Christian, Mississippi, Qn November 13, 
1980. 

LAWTON.-A son, Nathanael J~es, to Rev. 
Gordon and Linda (Burdick) Lawton 
of Ashaway, RI, on October 29, 1980. 

MA TTHES.-A daughter, Lisa Marie, to 
Greg and Cyndi (Sanford) Matthes of 
Springfield, V A, on October 21, 1980. 

MONROE.-A son, Joshua Nathan, to !eff . 
. and Donna Monroe of North Little 

Rock, Arkansas, on September 13, 1980. 

VAN HORN.-A daughter, Marissa Lee, 
was born to Robert and Lana Van Horn 
of Farina, IL, on August 13, 1980. 

GENERAL CONFERENCE 
DATE CHANGED 

August 2-8, 1981 
Salem, West Virginia 
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Little Less Than God 
(Continued from page 9) 

spend our time thinking about these basic things, 
what shall we spend our time and effort on? Well, 
the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews had heard 
the teachings of Jesus repeated; he knew that these 
things were essential to Christian faith and life. 
He knew also that they were only the first steps, 
that Christian faith and life would atrophy and die 
unless they moved on from this point to deeper and 
less evident truths. 

That is exactly our position when we gi ur-
selves to joy in our salvation. It is wonderful We 
should be joying in it from day to day! But w n we 
give ourselves to it and to it alone, and have 0 ly 
this to talk about in our Christian witness, we re 
dealing with the initial stages of our faith only If 
that is as far as our experience has &one, and if e 
judge the adequacy of someone else s faith by hI or 
her expression of his salvation in so many words, 
then we have not understood the message of the 
Bible. More than two-thirds of the New Testament 
is not about these basic things at all. Most of it is 
about the development after repentance and salvation 
- the development in the new Christian of the real 
and finally-to-be-eomplete image of Jesus Christ. That 
is the meat of its message. This is thp, diet which the . 
infant cannot bear. This is the food that the superficial 
religionist cannot abide. This is where we so often stop 
short. It is here we often do violence to human per
sonality . We underestimate its powers and its values. 
We contribute to lethargy in the church, for we are 
. unwilling to take the demands of the New Testament 
seriously and apply them to ourselves and to those 
whom we meet. 
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Decade of Discipleship 

As Seventh Day Baptists begin the 
• second year of Double in a Decade which • 
• emphasizes N[]JlTURE, it is important • 

that we continue to learn how to become • 
• witnesses to our faith. Cell groups now 

organized should continue to function • 
• and new ones should be started in order • 

that we all may become one body of wit- • 
• nessing ciisciples. 

However, the emphasis for 1981 should • 
• be on NURTURE; the continuing develop- • 

ment of Spiritual and Biblical knowledge. • 
• Special efforts should be made to make 

Sabbath School classes and Church services 
• interesting and exciting in order to en- • 

courage better attendance. Let people • 
know something special is happening, 
we are growing!O 

You see, we want to grow! We want to be used by 
the Spirit of God to win others to Him and to help 
them find the gift of salvation. This is our purpose. 
But as long as we turn aside from those we call 
"gross sinners", as long as we approach others with 
our "rightness" and their "wrongness", as long as 
we consciously or unconsciously, put others down, 
as long as we insist on our decisions, not only for 
ourselves, but also for them, as long as we will not 
move beyond the primary and basic steps of faith 
nor let others near us move either - then, just so 
long will our efforts be frustrated, and just so long 
will we do violence to the human personalities which 
are all around us. Just so long will we be unfruitful 
servants to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

"Lord, what is man that thou are mind
ful of him, and the son of man that thou 
dost care jor him? Yet thou hast made 
him little less than God .. ~. " 

Do you look at your neighbor and see a person 
only a little less than God? Do you look at those of 
whom you disapprove and see persons only a little 
less than God? Do you see each person's worth even 
when you detest what 'he does? Can you see in your
self and in others around you the development of 
the image of Christ? You are only a LITTLE less 
than God. He made you that way. He made me that 
way. He made every me that way! However anyone 
of us has marred His creation by sin, that worth 
remains, the capabilities are there; and they must 
be treated with respect and with awe and with 
wonder and with joy, if we are to give other persons 
the chance for growth and maturity under God in 
Jesus Christ which God has prepared for each one. 0 

"R€m€mBERmq the acts o~ qob" 

(Contmu€b ~I?om paG€ 11) 

anb ~€W Seventh bay Baptist "SUP€R ChURCh€S", 
With pastoRS so SEniOR that they can oovot€ slqm~lcant 
Blocks o~ th€IR timE to stuby anb wRltm(j; 

It BECOm€s o~ the utmost ImpoRtanCE that the hiStoRical 
SOCI€ty pm(:oRm thIS j:unctlon (:oR S€V€I1th bay Baposts. 

aRticlES m maqazmES, €ncyclop€blas anb bIR€CtoRI€S 
aRE wRltt€n. 

Special al)bQ€SSES aR€ PQ€S€J1t€b (:oR hlstoRlally SI(jI1I~ICMlt 
occasions .. 

anb a (jRabuat€ cRd)Jt COURSE m Seventh (Jay Baptist 
histORY IS o~~€R€b to OUR mmlst€Rlal stub€nts . 

With actlvltl€S such as these, anb With a ~ounbatlon 
COflSlstm(j o~ acqUISitIon, pR€S€QVaoon Mlb OQ(JMllzaoon, 
anb R€~€R€nC€, thE hiStORical SOCI€ty attempts to 
~ul~IU Its mission o~ R€m€mB€Rm(j anb tEUmq o~ the 
wonbER~ul thm(js qob has bonE amonq SEVEnth 
bay Baptists. 

won't you SUppoRt US m thiS Vital activity? 

"llst€n, my people, to my tEachmc;, 
anb'pay att€ntlon to wh~t J say. 

J am c;omCj to USE WIS€ saymCjs 
anb €xplam mystERI€S ~Rom the past, 
thmc;s W€ haVE heaRb anb known, 
thmCjs that OUR J:ath€RS tolb Us."O 

The Sabbath Recorder 
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At Conference in Denver, , sp~ke to, many of,r,~d 
about writing some~hing fOfr the C~:1rdni: ~~~:'a~ old. 
Beiiani wrote a testImony or us. re 

I used to be in a two way pass. 
I used to be a Christian and I loved 
the world. Well, I went to camp and 
I had a talk with Randy. Well, he 
told me you got to be a 100% 
Christian. Well, I did become a r~al 
Christian. If you're like me, think 
what you want to be. You have to 
be 1000/0 something. 

I 

Faith Camenga, from the Upper E~st Tenness~e 
Church, gave us the words to her faVOrite song. FOIth 

is 8 years old. 

1 " 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 , 
Seven is the day 
That we lay aside our work 
To worship God and pray. 
Daily cares to be forgotten on the 

. Sabbath Day. .. .. 
We sing· praises to God on thiS the 

Sabbath Day. 

. . are some new words to a tune you probably 
Here The tune was written by Aaron Williams in the 

~~~;~entury. The nameThof Kt~e t~t~ ;sL~~d T,~~~to~n: 
you know it as III Love y mg 0, , 

We That Love the Lord." 

I like to go to church: 
I like to sing and pray . . 
But most of all I like to 

Worship God on Sabbath Day. '. 
-Linda Hams 
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"We love because 
God first loved us. " 

I John4:19 

The new year is upon us and it is 
time for churches to be submitting 

project plans for their Summer 
Christian Service Corps workers. 
It is also time for our young people 
who will have at least finished their 
junior year of high school by June 
to submit their applications for serving 
this summer. It is urgent that these 
plans and applications be submitted 
immediately so that the SCSC com
mittee can have adequate time to plan 
for the 1981 Summer Christian Ser
vice Corps program. 

SCSC is one of the most impor
tant aspects of the work of the 
Women's Board. I have very little 
personal knowledge of this program 
except for my observations of the' 
young people who have returned from 
their summer of SCSC. They come 
back with a new spiritual maturity, 
ready to work in, their own churches. 

I asked Joni Burdick, one of last 
summer's SCSC'ers to write about 
the SCSC experience. She writes: 

. SCSC is a great opportunity to 
serve the Lord. It's a summer filled 
with fun, excitement, work and 
learning. It offers chances to grow 
spiritually, get to know and work 
with people, go places, and do many 
new and different things. 

There is a training for ten days 
at the beginning of the summer. This 
prepares the workers for the summer . 
ahead. Classes taught in the past 
have discussed the Holy Spirit, feeling 
versus will, prayer, God's love, wit
nessing, visitation, counselling camps, 
doing crafts and teaching VBS 
(Bible School). Training is also a 
great time for fellowship, love and 
encouragement from the other workers 
and the staff. 
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Jane Mackintosb 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
FROM YOUR WOMEN'S BOARD 

The projects last for five to six 
weeks. This offers the chance to 
"go out into the world" and practice 
what's been learned at training. One 
learns many lessons and goes through 
some difficult situations, which God 
uses to develop inner character and 
Christlikeness. One also learns much 
about communication. Working 

closely with a partner for five weeks 
can be difficult at times but one soon 
learns to work things out with his/her 
partner. Partners are usually helpful, 
fun, and easy to work with though. 

Each person learns some. really 
important lessons throughout the 
summer. Each person has different 
needs so the Lord teaches each 

worker different lessons, but there 
are some important things learned 
in past years which have helped 
the workers greatly. One is that 
love is a decision not a feeling. 
Therefore, if one does not "feel" 
loving toward a certain person, he 
can "decide" to love this person 
anyway with God's love. A favorite 
SCSC song is "I love you with the 
Love of the Lord." God's love is 
perfect and abundant. We can love 
anyone with God's love: 

Another important point is that 
"feelings are neither right nor wrong, 
they just are. " The feelings we have 
aren't wrong until we act upon them. 
Jesus said, "Be angry and sin not." 
We shouldn't suppress our feelings, 
or let them out in a harmful way, 
but we should learn to control our 
feelings and express them calmly and 
rationally. 

A third thing about SCSC is that 
it is a chance to serve the Lord and 
He honors this. Proverbs 3:6 says, 
"In everything you do put God 
first and He will crown your efforts 
with success." If we will only honor 
and serve God then He will give us 
success in the things we do. 

SCSC helps a person learn more 
about God, depend on Him more, 
have a better ,self-esteem, build 
character, learn valuable lessons, and 
most importantly, to grow closer to 
the Lord. 

-Joni Burdick 

Mail project plans and worker ap
plications to: 

SCSC COMMITTEE 
c/o Los Angeles SOB Church 
4976 N. Figueroa St. 
Los Angeles, CA 900420 
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A.!!:e~#a::~~~~!~; ~:riJiliv~J~:' ~:~ome 
sometimes $1"0ups, to make !eSolutlOns f~r the new 
year •. We might compare thiS to goal settIDg- . 
establishing our priorities for t~e new yea~. It. . . , 

, is true'th,at people with goals fIDd a meanl~g m hfe. , 
I 

The beginning of a new year is also a time of. . 
rene~tion - a time of looking back on the~ccC?mphsh
ments. ,~dfailures ~f the year ~passe~. ThiS tl~e. . 
of renecti()~ could give .one the mcentlve to accomplish 
moteinthefuture. It IS good to reflect and .to. 

. , esta))l(slfplansandgoalswhether we do thiS In
. dividuaUy Qras a group s\1ch as a local church . 

, ...... ordenomina.t.i.9n. We also need to ~e aware of the 
•....• dallgero!havingtoo many resolutIOns and too . 

little aC~lon. . 
. . 

"'We establish goals, and usually put them in . 
. writing; in order to direct our efforts towards the 
. achievelIlent of a purpose. Those of us concerned . 

Promise yqurself: 

To be so strong nothing can dist'Urbyo'UrpeCJc~, °1 111. ~'",'J tJCf;;j;.t.:<.'{;:!'!,t'i; 

. ' To talk health, happiness and prosperity; , 

January 1981 
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