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A o - A short story on the life ofMoryMogdolene i
' by HerbertE. Saunders |

tseemsincrediblethat |, Mary, all, | om o believer now, and Magdalene. | like that name! |t
am relating this story fo you. when Jesus left us he said we reminds me of the beauty and
Istill am not quite sure just . were to, “Go, ‘and make disci- warmth of my childhcod in the
what happened in my life, and ples of everyone.” The only way orange groves near the clear
I am still ot a loss for words | know how to do that is to fresh water of the lake. | would
to describe where I've been relate my story and pray that in awaken, along with my brothers
and what changed me into what  some way it will touch your life and sisters, to the quiet, almost
| 'am. | stumble over words to and make you whole as | have hypnotic, splash of waves on the
paint the picture, because | - been made whole. | shore and watch the sun rise over
would just as soon forget what | come from a little town that the hills on the other side of the
happened back then and only overlooks the beautiful lake they lake. The people who lived over
' rejoice in what | am right now. call the Sea of Galilee — the there were called the Gadarenes,
But, | know that Jesus would little town of Magdala. That's and | often wondered as a girl if
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want me to share my story. After why I'm often referred to as Mary  another girl, like myself, would

“watch the sunset in the evening
~and think some of the same
thoughts that rushed through my
mind. Those were such wonder-
ful days of innocence and care-
free living.
Girls werent allowed to attend

the synagogue school, so I'd

watch my brothers leave the
‘house, and wish with all my
heart that God had created me
a boy. Their stories of what
they learned made me want to

be so much a part of their lives.
| did my work around the house,
but sometimes | would resent my
mother and my father because
| couldn’t be what | really want-
ed to be. But those moments
were quite infrequent and most
- of the time | played with my
~ friends and enjoyed the beauty
of what | considered my own
private lake. . '
- | was a day-dreamer, then.
There would be caravans that
~ came to Tiberius, and then along
the western shore of the lake
to continue their trip to Damascus
and beyond.  Like the other girls
L I'd stand by, hoping to catch a
el =, W\ 9limpse of some of the beautiful
e ladies that would accompany the
- caravan. We’d giggle in delight
whenever we saw one of them
with their colorful gowns, bright
jewelry and painted faces. We'd

L

comment to each other how jewelry. The more | became part hearts to make them specta-
strange they looked. But, then of the evil scene, the more tors of my disfigurement? the
I'd go home and in the quiet of distance | put between myself representatives of the Sanhedrin
my own private thoughts, ‘think and anything of value and love read the declaration of my
about how special it would be to  and devotion | had known be- sins and the sentence of death.
have all those beautiful things. fore. | was somebody, | thought, With that the leader picked up
My drab, homespun robe and and | had all the attention and what looked to me to be the
leather belt sure made me look all the wealth | could possibly biggest rock | had ever seen.
homely. want. | screamed! o

Roman soldiers often passed | heard that the possibilities for What happened next | relive
through - Magadala. The hot my kind of service were much over and over again in my heart.
springs were in Tiberius and they greater near Jerusalem, particu- A voice rose over the frenzied
spent times of relaxation and larly during the holidays. | knew cry of the mob. “Wait!” it cried.
merriment in that city before that the Jewish Sanhedrin had Everything stopped. Before |
returning to their desert outposts. declared that if | were caught as  knew it, @ man was standing
| noticed that on their way down o prostitute that my penalty directly between me and the
to Tiberius they were tired, gruff, would be death, but something executioners. All | could see was
angry and dirty. But, when they deeper inside me than common his back, but | distinctly heard
came back through, they laugh- sense compelled me to go to his voice: “Whichever one of you
ed, wore clean bright uniforms Jerusalem. | is without sin, you take the
and even spoke to me and my  I'll never forget the horror. of responsibility to cast the first

girlfriends. | loved the attention!
| never noticed, but now as | re-
flect upon it, their attitudes about
me changed as | grew older.
What was playful talk to little
girls became more suggestive
talk as we became young wom-
en. | ate it up! | loved being
told that | was beautiful! When |
was 11 or 12 years old, a couple
of my girlfriends and |, telling
our mothers we were going
down to the lake, walked the
some five miles or so to Tiberius

the day the Jewish leaders broke stone.” There was a moment of

=

Before | knew
it, @ men was

tanding directly
befween me and
the executioners.

silence, then one of the leaders
drew his arm back. He would
have thrown that rock  if his
friends hadn’t grabbed his arm.
They stood for a long time look-
ing at my rescurer, and then,
one by one, they turned away
and began to filter through the
gates of Jerusalem. As they were
walking away, | asked myself,
“What kind of control did this
man have over them?”

It didn’t take me long to find
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to see what was going on. What into my apartment. They drove out. He turned and looked of
we saw scared us. There were off the man who was with me me. Never in my entire life had
the Roman soldiers enjoying the and, with a look on their faces anyone’s eyes so penetrated my
hot springs. Everywhere we look- that | will never forget, they heart. He held out his hand,
ed there were girls dressed in dragged me out through the and not taking my eyes off of
beautiful gowns and fancy jew- streets to the outer gates of the him, | reached out and he lifted
elry, with their painted faces. city. Death was to be by stoning. me up. In a voice that over-
They were entertaining the sol- All | could think about was what whelmed my heart he said,
diers. We returned to Magdala, | would look like after it was “Who is there that condemns
but going to Tiberius and seeing all over—death didn't even you?”
the revelry became an obsession frighten me—only the horror of | looked around: They were
with me. Anytime | could get knowing | was going to be un- all gone—every one of them,
away from home | would literally ~attractive and disfigured. That's from the executioners to the |
run down there to see what how low my spirit and my moral spectators. Only a small bond |
was going on. | values had taken me. of men still siood by. “No one,” |
| won’t bother to give you all | noticed, as they took me and | said, “no one!”’ | |
the sordid details, and I'm not placed me beside the wall, that  Only now do | understand
even sure when it occurred, but several people were standing what he said next, “Neither do
before | knew it | was part of nearby. Hatred welled up in my | condemn you, go, but sin
the entire scene that had so already evil heart. | recognized now more.” With that he turned
scared me before. | was told | some of them. | had seen them and walked, together with the
was beautiful. Roman soldiers in more compromising situations. - others, into the city. | must have
would go to the shops and buy  “How could they,” | said to stood there for an hour or more,
me fancy dresses and beautiful myself. “What evil lurks in their | don’t know. Emotions | never




Ashort story on the life of Mary Magdalene

by Herbert €. Saunders

t seemsincrediblethat |, Mary,
am relating this story to you.
Istill am not quite sure just
what happened in my life, and

| am still ot a loss for words
to describe where I've been

and what changed me into what

| am. | stumble over words to

paint the picture, because |
would just as soon forget what
happened back then and only
rejoice in what | am right now.
But, | know that Jesus would
want me to share my story. After

all, | am a believer now, and
~when Jesus left us he said we
~were to, “Go, and make disci-
- ples of everyone.”

| know how to do that is to

“relate my story and pray that in

some way it will touch your life

‘and make you whole as | have
been made whole.
" | come from a little town that

overlooks the beautiful lake they

call .the Sea of Galilee — the

little town of Magdala. That's
why I’m often referred to as Mary
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The only way

Magdalene. | like that name! |t
reminds me of the beauty and
warmth of my childhood in the
orange groves near the clear
fresh water of the lake. | would
awaken, along with my brothers
and sisters, to the quiet, almost
hypnotic, splash of waves on the
shore and watch the sun rise over
the hills on the other side of the
lake. The people who lived over
there were called the Gadarenes,
and | often wondered as a girl if
another girl, -like myself, would
watch the sunset in the evening
and think some of the same
thoughts that rushed through my

- mind. Those were such wonder-

ful days of innocence and care-
free living.

Girls weren't allowed to attend
the synagogue school, so I'd
watch my brothers leave the
house, and wish with all my
heart that God had created me
a boy. Their stories of what
they learned made me want to
be so much a part of their lives.
| did my work around the house,
but sométimes | would resent my
mother and my father because

| couldnt be what | really want-

ed to be. But those momerits
were quite infrequent and most

~of the time | played with my

friends and enjoyed the beauty
of what | .considered my own
private lake. |

| was a day-dreamer, then.
There would be caravans that
came to Tiberius, and then along
the western shore of the lake
to continue their trip to Damascus
and beyond. Like the other girls
I'd stand by, hoping to catch a
glimpse of some of the beautiful
ladies that would accompany the
caravan. We'd giggle in delight
whenever we saw one of them
with their colorful gowns, bright
jewelry and painted faces. We’d

comment to each other how
strange they looked. But, then
I’d go home and in the quiet of
my own private thoughts, think
about how special it would be to
have all those beautiful things.

My drab, homespun robe and

leather belt sure made me Iook
homely.

Roman soidlers often passed
through Magadala. The hot
springs were in Tiberius and they
spent times of relaxation and
merriment in that city before

" returning to their desert outposts.

| noticed that on their way down
to Tiberius they were tired, gruff,
angry and dirty. But, when they
came back through, they laugh-
ed, wore clean bright uniforms
and even spoke to me and my

‘girlfriends. | loved the attention!

| never noticed, but now as | re-
flect upon it, their attitudes about
me changed as | grew older.
What was playful talk to little
girls became more suggestive
talk as we became young wom-
en. | ate it up! | loved being
told that | was beautiful! When |
was 11 or 12 years old, a couple
of my girlfriends and |, telling
our mothers we were going
down to the lake, walked the

some five miles or so to Tiberius

to see what was going on. What
we saw scared us. There were
the Roman soldiers enjoying the
hot springs. Everywhere we look-
ed there were girls dressed in
beautiful gowns and fancy jew-
elry, with their painted faces.
They were entertaining the sol-
diers. We returned to Magdala,
but going to Tiberius and seeing
the revelry became an obsession
with me. Anytime | could get
away from home | would literally
run down there to see what
was going on.

| won’t bother to give you all
the sordid details, and I’'m not
even sure when it occurred, but
before | knew it | was part of
the entire scene that had so
scared me before. | was told |
was beautiful. Roman soldiers
would go to the shops and buy
me fancy dresses and beautiful

jewelry. The more | became'part
of the evil scene, the more
distance | put between myself
and anyﬁing of value and love
and devgtion | had known be-
fore. | was somebody, | thought,
and | had all the attention and
all the wealth | could possibly
want.

| heard that the possibilities for
my kind of service' were much
greater near Jerusalem, particu-
larly during the holidays: | knew
that the Jewish Sanhedrin had
declared that if | were caught as
a prostitute that my penalty
would be death, but something
deeper inside me than common
sense compelled me to go to
Jerusalem.

I’ll never forget the horror of
the day the Jewish leaders broke

%Eﬁa@ @mwmmm@

into my apartment. They drove
off the man_who was with me
and, with a “fook on their faces
that | will never forget, they
dragged me out through the
streets to the outer gates of the
city. Death was to be by stoning.
All | could think about was what
| would look like after it was
all over—death didn’t even
frighten me—only the horror of
knowing | was going to be un-
attractive..and disfigured. That’s
how Ifmy spirit and my moral
values had taken me.

| noticed, as they took me and
placed me beside the wall, that
several people were standing
nearby. Hatred welled up in my

" already evil heart. | recognized

some of them. | had seen them
in more compromising situations.

“How could they,” | said to
myself. “What evil lurks in their

hearts to make them specta-

tors of my disfigurement? the
representatives of the Sanhedrin
read the declaration of my
sins and the sentence of death.
With that the leader picked up
what looked to me to be the
biggest rock | had ever seen.
| screamed|

What happened next | relive
over and over again in my heart.
A voice rose over the frenzied
cry of the mob. “Wait!” it cried.
Everything stopped. Before |
knew it, @ man was standing
directly between me and the
executioners. All | could see was
his back, but | distinctly heard
his voice: “Whichever one of you
is without sin, you take the
responsibility to cast the first
stone.” There was a moment of

silence, then one of the leaders

drew his arm back. He would
have thrown that rock if his
friends hadn’t grabbed his arm.

They stood for a long time look-

ing at my rescurer, and then,

‘one by one, they turned away

and began to filter through the
gates of Jerusalem. As they were

walking away, | asked myself,
“What kind of control did this

“man have over them?”’

It didn’t take me long to find
out. He turned and looked at
me. Never in my entire life had
anyone’s eyes so penetrated my
heart. He held out his hand,
and not taking my eyes off of
him, | reached out and he lifted
me up. In a voice that over-
whelmed my heart he said,
“Who is there that condemns
you?”’

looked around. They were
all gone—every one of them,
from the executioners to the
spectators. Only o small band
of men still stood by. “No one,”
| said, “no one!”

Only now do | understand
what he said next, ““Neither do
| condemn you, go, but sin
now more.” With that he turned
and walked, together with the
others, into the city. | must have
stood there for an hour or more,
| don’t know. Emotions | never




felt before overwhelméd me. A

cry of thanksgiving built up with-
in my heart, but | had no one
| to thank. | had long before
rejected any ideas of a God and
something inside told me that |
should not try to find my friends

and tell them what had happen- -

~ed. Standing there before the
wall that was to have been my
final resting place, 1 wept in
my aloneness.

| must find that man,” I said

to myself. Somehow | knew he
had the answer to my confusion.
| made my way through the gate
and into the city streets and
headed in the direction of the
temple. When | arrived at the
outer courtyard, there he was.
‘He was surrounded by a crowd of
people, but he was there. My
heart beat faster than it ever
had. | waited in the background
until he began walking away
from the crowd. | ran over to him
and fell down in front of him.
People knew who | was, my
clothing and jewelry gave me
away. They tried to push me
away, but again that voice spoke
and they moved aside.

He helped me up again and

we talked for some time. | learn-

ed his name was Jesus and he

was from Nazareth. As we talked
he observed that something still
“held hold on my life. He asked us

to go away from the crowds.

| walked with him and the others
who were with him until we
were alone. He then put his
hands on my head and spoke
words like | had never heard
-before. He was speaking to God.

He was asking God to touch my
life. He was commanding the
spirit of this evil world to leave
me and depart from me forever.

The sensations | felt at that mo-
‘ment are so personal | cannot
describe them to you. But all
at once, as if the whole world
had changed before my very
eyes, | felt release, wholeness
~and warmth. He told me later
‘that seven demons had left my
soul that day. No wonder | was

‘so callous to everything but my

evil ways. No wonder | could
never be satisfied. No wonder
| went further and further into
periods of depression and anxie-
ty. No wonder | felt so free
when Jesus looked at me!

| followed him from that day ¥

on. Often when someone would
say to us that they were not
worthy to come to Jesus, | would

“tell them my story. Painful as

it was, | encouraged them to
let Jesus heal them. Somehow, |
knew that | had been saved from
certain death in order that |
might help others find Jesus.

We visited Galilee and | asked
Jesus to go with me to visit
my family. | learned then that
they had become Jesus’ follow-
ers some time before, and had
asked Jesus to see if there was
any way he could find me in
Jerusalem and restore me to
them. My homecoming was a
day I'll never forget. | was like a
child again, new born into a
faith that would carry me on
forever. The beauty of the lake
of Galilee was restored to me
and | spent several days re|0|cmg
with my family.

It was then that we began our
journey back to Jerusalem—the
journey that was to be the final

trip together. Jesus rode into

Jerusalem on a donkey to the
strains of honor and praise of the

- Jesus had been arrested and was being
tried by the Sanhedrin. '

\’ Jrﬂ Wwwv

He was berng Ied rhrough rhe city’

streets toward Golgotha.

multitudes. He cleansed the tem-

‘ple. We heard that the very
people who had taken me out-
side the walls to stone me were
now looking for Jesus to kill
him. It all happened so fast.
The next thing we knew, the
disciples were saying that Jesus
had been arrested and was be-
ing tried by the Sanhedrin. Every
sign pointed to the fact that
somehow they were going to

‘get Jesus killed. We rushed fo

the house of Caiphas that night

‘but, by the time we arrived,

Jesus had already been turned
over to the Romans and was

being tried by Pilate in the Tower

of Antonia. We rushed across the
city and through the temple
courtyard, but were stopped by
the Roman soldiers standing
guard at the gate.

It wasn’t long before the reali-
ty of everything that was hap-
pening became apparent to us.
Jesus emerged from the Tower

" with blood on his face, with his

robe stripped and his back scar-
red and bleeding. He was wear-
ing thorns on his head and they

made sharp wounds. He was
carrying a crossbeam for a Ro-
man cross on his shoulders, and
was being led through the city
streets toward the place outside
of town know as Golgotha, the
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place of the skull. We tried to

get near him, but the crowds
crying for his crucifixion were
too thick and angry. The Roman
soldiers had everything they
could do to keep them from
Jesus. We followed as closely
as we could until we came to
Golgotha. The pain in my heart
is intense as | tell you that
they drove nails through Jesus’
hands as they raised the cross-
beam up and dropped it with a
sickening thud over the already
stationay upright. They nailed his
feet to the upright and we stood
by and wept. His mother, Mary,

was allowed to go near, and we =

were allowed to join her. And
we stood there. | couldn’t even
look into his eyes. The agony
was so painful to us—it was as
if | was finally being stoned. |
would gladly have given up my
life for him, but as it was he
was giving his life for me. |
knew it, but it didn’t make the
pain and hurt and sorrow any
less. In fact, | knew that it was
for my life of sin that he was
suffering. | looked away and
wept as | have never wept be-
fore.

He died there! All our hopes

- and dreams and plans seemed

to be crushed on that cross. The
piercing spear of the Roman
soldier seemed to slice into our
hearts. We walked away and re-
turned to the room we occupied
in Jerusalem. We could not even
comfort each other; the pain was
so intense. All | could remember
were his words “Who is there
that condemns you?”’

“Why did he have to be con-
demned?” | asked myself over
and over. “Why did he have to
die?” My prayers got caught in
my throat, and | wept as if |
would be in grief forever.

We stayed inside as the next
three days passed. We tried to
attend the synagogue worship,
as we knew Jesus would have

~ wanted us to, but somehow we

just couldn’t. We let the Sabbath
pass giving whatever comfort we
could to each other, reminiscing

Simon and John that
someone had stolen

Jesus' body.

some about what had happened
when Jesus was alive. But we
could not stand the stories for
long. His mother, Salome and |
had prepared spices on the prep-
aration day so that early in the
morning after the Sabbath we
could go and anoint Jesus’ body.
| went early and, as | rounded
the corner at the tomb, | observ-
ed that the stone was rolled
away. | didn’t want to go in
so | ran and told Simon and John
that someone had stolen Jesus’
body. ‘They ran back with me

“and saw that what | had said

was true. After they retutned
home, | sat in the garden for
a time. All kinds of confusing

thoughts rushed through my

mind. | have never been so
confused in all my life. Not
only had my savior died, but
now | didn’t even have his body
to anoint. | wept again. Turring
to look into the tomb, | saw two

men in white garments. They
- asked me why | was weeping.

My response startled even me,
’Because they have taken away
my Lord, and | do not know
where they have laid him.” |
turned away.

Someone had come and was

standing nearby, and he asked
me the same question, “Why are
you weeping, whom do you
seek?”’

| thought he must be the gor-

‘dener, and in essence | accused

him of stealing Jesus’ body.
“If you've taken him away,
please tell me where you put
him,”” | pleaded.

Why | didn’t recognize his

voice the first time, I'll never

“know! All at once the one |

supposed to be the gardener
spoke my name, “Mary.” My
name never sounded so good.
Suddenly, as if a blinding light
downed on my darkened con-
sciousness, | knew who was
standing there. Emotion burst
upon my heart in a moment of
recognition. My lips spoke the
intensity of my heart in one word
of trust and faith, ““Teacher.”

Jesus is alive! | stand before
you now to tell you thot Jesus
is alive! It was as if the garden
of my life had blossomed in all
its glory. | stood before the one
who had saved me from death
and hell, and who had died on a
cruel cross for my sins, and he
was alive. And he is alive in
my heart today. .

Friend, | don’t know who you
are, nor do | know where you

stand with God, but L want to

let you know today that with
Christ there is no respecter of
persons. Whoever you are, what-
ever you have done, in what-
ever way your life has fallen
apart and shattered before your
very eyes, Christ can change that
and you can come and receive
him. | am living proof that Christ
can change a person’s life. |
stand before you because at one
time in my life Christ stood
between me and the punishment

for my sins. He took your sins

to the cross as well—he stands
in your place before all the evil
forces of the spirit of darkness

“today. You can know peace and

hope and freedom and whole-
ness. Whoever you are, come,
and Jesus will make you whole. []
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assachusetts, a bastion of
Sunday observance laws dating
‘back to the Puritan days, has
repealed its restrictions on Sun-
day sales.
~ Beginning March 27 of this

year, all retail businesses except

- liquor stores may open on Sun-

days. Under the law, signed by
outgoing Governor Edward King,
no employee may be required to
work on Sundays, and those who
do work must be pcud overtime
wages.

Passage of the brll in both

houses of the legislature came

‘over the objections of Boston’s
Roman Catholic Cardinal Hum-
berto Medeiros and the Massa-
chusetts Council of Churches.
-Cardinal Medeiros rejected ar-
guments that opening stores on

‘Sunday would encourage the

state’s flagging economy. He
told ,the Boston Globe that he
recognized the need for more
jobs but added that he doubted
that having stores open on Sun-
days would solve the state’s
unemployment problems.

- There may be a reason for

the secular state to do things

but | do not know that it's a

reason for religious people to
acquiesce,” the cardinal said.
America’s first. state-imposed
Sunday regulation was enacted
in Massachusetts Bay Colony in

1629, when all work had to
cease at 3 p.m. on Soturday,

afternoon.

In November 1630 one John
Baker was whipped for shooting
at a fowl on Sunday. In 1668
any one who “traveled upon the
Lord’s day, either on horseback
or on foot, or by boats, from or
out of their own town” was
deemed a “profaner of the Sab-
bath.” In 1692 fines of five
shillings were imposed on Sab-

Seﬂmg fresh eggs on
Sunday was illegal;
seﬁﬂng cooked eggs, or
liguor, was not.

bath- breakers For the poor, it

was worse. Those who could not
pay the fine were put in the
stocks for three hours of public
ridicule. | -
In 1792 the state even orres’red
the driver of -a mail coach, but

-the state supreme court, wanting

to avoid a confrontation with
the federal government, over-
turned the conviction.

‘The Massachusetts delegation

to the U.S. Congress, followed by

several other states, fought for
a ban on Sunday mail delivery
by the Post Office, continuing
the fight for many years, They
were unsuccessful thanks to the
efforts of Senator Richard M.

Johnson of Kentucky, later Vice

President of the United States

-~ under Van Buren.

Johnson, chairman of the
Senate Committee  on Post
Offices and Post Roads, said in
a report to the Senate Jan. 19,
1829, "It should...be kept in
mind that the proper object of
government is to protect all per-
sons in the enjoyment of their

“religious as well as civil rights,

and not to determine for any
whether they shall esteem one
day above another, or esteem all
days alike holy.”

- "“We are aware,” he continu-
ed, “that a variety of sentiment
exists among the good citizens of
this nation on the subject of the
Sabbath day; and our govern-
ment is designed for the pro-
tection of one, as much as an-
other...With these different relig-
ious views, the committee are of

the opinion that Congress cannot

interfere. It is not the legitimate
province of the legislature to
determine what rehglon is frue
or what is false.”

Enforcement of the Massachu-
setts blue laws became erratic

and absurd in the 20th century. .

In 1923 three Seventh-day Ad-

ventists were arrested and fined

for painting the interior of a
house. The next year Carl John-
son of Worcester was fined for
fransporting ‘a hog on Sunday,
while another resident was fined
for shining shoes. In 1938 o

storekeeper was arrested and

fined for selling fresh eggs on
Sunday, but it was legal to buy

cooked eggs, and liguor, and to
attend baseball games and the
movies.

By 1942 the state had an in-
tricate code of Sunday legislation
that only a Philadelphia lawyer
could interpret. There were more
exceptions than prohibitions,
and many advocates of church-
state ‘separation and common
sense felt that the whole Sunday
statute business should be scrap-
ped.

Massachusetts is not the only

state with blue law problems.

Sunday closing laws perplex
lawmakers and voters in a num-

Two ministers in Anniston,
Ala., swore out warrants against
eight stores opened for business
in violation of the state’s blue

laws, which forbid most Sunday

sales.

The Rev. Jim McCain said he
and another minister from the
eastern Alabama town of Weav-

“er filed complaints against stores

in Anniston, Jacksonville, and
Oxford.

McCain, pastor of fhe First
Baptist Church, was joined by the

‘Rev. Neal Hodo of the United

Methodist Church, and a mem-
ber of McCain’s congregation.
McCain said a private citizen he
did not know filed complaints
against two other stores in the
area.

McCain and members of his
congregation visited stores in the
three towns one Sunday. I just
let them know that because they
were open, there would be war-
rants today,”’ he said.

ber of communities throughout
the country. In the November
elections residents of three Ar-
kansas towns, Fort Smith, Para-
gould, and Blytheville, voted a-
gainst a ban on Sunday sales
by about a 60% to 40% margin.

...the whole Sunday statute
business should be scrap-
ped.

Fort Smith Mayor Jack Freeze
said he thought most voters op-
posed the blue laws because
“they felt like they were being
denied freedom of choice.”’ Pro-
ponents of the ban had sought
to restrict sales to everything
except medicine, food, gasoline,

‘One manager decided to close
after McCain’s visit but the others
remained open, he said.

Alabama law prohibits certain

businesses from opening on Sun-
day and limits the number of

employees at those that are al-
lowed to operate.

“lt's a legal thing as far as
I’'m concerned,” McCain said.
“The law ought to be enforced.

| don’t think it should be ig-

nored g
Five stores were chorged with

blue law violations after the Rev.
Richard Flood of Annrsron filed
complaints.

Blue law supporters cover

spiritual, sociological and legal

ground in their arguments. Some

‘ministers such as Flood say fail-

ing to hold the Christian Sabbath
holy is a sin.

Currently, police won’t make
arrests until they receive com-
plaints, and the arrests do not
close the stores. Convictions are
rare and fines minimal.

car parts and reading material.

In Virginia, however, blue
laws were retained in several
communities but repealed in oth-
ers. And in Cape Girardeau
County, Missouri, voters chose to
retain their |crws banning Sunday
sales.

A new lllinois law that would .
have banned the sale of auto-
mobiles on Sunday was declared
unconstitutional by Cook County

Circuit Court Judge Joseph Wosik

in January. Wosik held that the
law, signed by Governor James
Thompson last year, discriminat-
ed against “a single activity or
profession.””[] From Church &
State, March 1983. Reprinted by
permission of Americans United.

Beuna Bishop, a department
store manager, said she and
other employees have gathered
more than 900 signatures from
people wanting the blue laws
enforced.

“l think the petitions show
that if it really came to a vote,
most people would want to re-
serve Sunday for their families
and to be really sure our laws
are enforced,” Mrs. Bishop said.
“l would not want to work on
Sunday.”

However, Anniston shopper
Jimmy Steward said, “The only
opportunity | have to shop is
Sunday. | don’t think that preach-
er should deny me that right...|
hope the devil doesn’t come up
and grab me because | left
church to come here and shop.”

Toni Brown, another shopper,
said blue laws can’t force some-
one to be religious. “The Lord
said rest,” she said. “He didn’t
say go numb.” []

—from The Sabbath Sentinel
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by Beverley J. Snyder

We in the Alfred Church are
understandably enthusiastic a-
bout a ministry which goes be-
yond meeting the needs of those
of us who have served the church
for many years. It is a ministry
that is reaching out specifically
to the approximately 6,000 col-
lege-age youth in our communi-

In Hebrews 13:2 we are re-
minded ““not to be forgetful to
entertain strangers, whereby we
may be entertaining angels un-
awares.” We as a church body
have found this to be true as
hospitality in the name of our
Lord has become a key factor in

this ministry. | have noted that

hospitality comes quite readily to

‘most SDB people when familiar

names and faces are involved.
This is commendable, but the
Lord calls us to leave the comfort

“and security of the familiar as

we reach out in his name to the
unfamiliar.

What a mission field God has
given to the Alfred Church! We

| . are called to be challenged rath-

er than threatened, supportive
rather than critical and giving
rather than demanding. We are
called to stay with this most
important ministry rather than
leave it for one which may be
less demanding. We must never
be allowed to forget that our
youth are not only the future
of our denomination, but more
importantly, one of God’s great-
est resources.

- The students shown in the
photo are only a few of those

~who have chosen to worship with

the Alfred Church on a regular
basis. They are committed Chris-
tians and have become an inte-

gral part of the overall Alfred
Church ministry. They are among
' the first to sign up for our month-

_ly prayer vigil and to offer prayer
support each Friday night for our
Evangelism Explosion teams.
They are active on our Saturday
night coffeehouse staff and at-

night college-age Bible study.
They are also involved in the
church choir, Sabbath morning
sing-spiration and Sabbath
School classes. Four students are
serving on E.E. teams with our

...commitment to Christ

the body of Christ...
should not be depend-
ent on church member-
ship.

Student Pastor, George Calhoun.
One has become involved in a
prison ministry (he used to be
the bouncer at the college pub)
and three stayed in Alfred to
serve as summer counselors for
our Association camping pro-
gram. They are also very positive
roll-models for our own young
people which is much needed
and appreciated in a world
which offers so much in terms
of negative examples. Each of
them is an effective witness to
the Lord in their daily walk on
campus.

The quboth Recorder

tend and support the Thursday

and service in and to

We recognize that this type of
ministry rarely leads to enlarging
the church membership rolls, but
we have also found that commit-
ment to Christ and service in and
to the body of Christ need not,
indeed should not, be dependent
on church membership.

The students are introduced to
Sabbath-keeping for the first
time through their Alfred church

experience; therefore, the Sab-

bath question is being dealt with
in Sabbath School and ““Milk
Meetings.”

We recently put up signs which
identify our buildings as belong-

ing to the Alfred SDB Church.

For years, many students have
mistakenly believed that our
church was in fact the Union
University Church (non-denomi-
national) which rents the build-
ing for Sunday worship. This

came to our attention when stu-.

dents who attended our coffee-
house ministry kept asking
where our church was located.

Many thought we were Jewish:

since we worship on Saturday.
In the process of reaching out
to the student community, many
misunderstandings have been
put to rest, not only about our
basic beliefs, but also about our
church building.

We trust God will continue to
bless this ministry and each one
in the Alfred Church. We believe
this ministry is a direct response
to the Great Commission, where
we are commanded to go. The
ministry will continue to bear

fruit as students commit their

lives to the Lord or are nurtured
in their faith while worshipping
in the Alfred Church. We trust
that they will be encouraged to
do the same as they have oppor-

~ tunity wherever God chooses' to

use them.

George Calhoun, with the help
and support of his wife, Lan-
nette, is now responsible for
leading out in all aspects of our
college-age outreach. They, as
well as the rest of the church
body, covet the prayers of all
within the denomination for the
young lives that continue to be
touched as we seek to serve
God in this capacity. [

On July 26, 1982, the Alfred
church voted to encourage Roger
Gardner and George Calhoun in
their respective ministries in the
church by licensing them to
preach. |

Roger and George have each
delivered one Sabbath morning
message a month since Nov-
ember with Dr. Kingdom from
Houghton sharing with us on the

remaining Sabbaths of each
“month,

“The church has been bles-
sed,” says correspondent Sandra
McGraw, “by having two such
devoted youngmenin the service
of Christ and will endeavor to
encourage them.”’ ]
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Ephesians 6:10-20 |

“...readiness to announce the Good News...” (vs. 15 TEV)

by K.D. Hurley
Conference
 President

S

Denominational representa- §

tives recently attended the Sab-
bath services of a relatively new
Midwest Seventh Day Baptist fel-
lowship. They learned that for
some months the little group

of faithful believers had met

without much success in reaching

- out and attracting others. -

Then the fellowship decided

- -to sponsor Word of Truth radio

broadcasts in their area. They

listed their phone number in

the Yellow Pages—and soon in-
quiries began to come in. A
retired SDB paostor (doing church
extension work) and his wife
volunteered to meet with the
group on a regular,  once-a-
month basis. One of the mem-
bers started midweek Bible stud-

~ies in his apartment, and it

looks as if he will have to
move the meetings to larger
quarters in order to accomodate
those who are interested. About
six weeks earlier, one of the
new participants in the weekend
activities expressed her enthu-
siasm and dedication by praying
for visitors to come each week.

At almost every service since

then, there have been visitors.
Growth is evident! -

Someone has appropriately
pointed out that where there
is growth, there is life. Life
is growth, In our Decision to
Discipleship studies, it is em-
phasized that growth of the

church -is the will of God. By
“understanding the nature of the

church as the body of Christ
(1 -Cor. 12), we can cooperate

in God’s plan to multiply be-

lievers and let the church grow:.
The body of Christ is a living

thing, and living things grow.

”....Sfcnd firm and steady. Keep busy always in
your work for the Lord, since you know that
nothing you do in the lord’s service is ever

useless.”’

1 Cor. 15:58 TEV

Jesus, in his final words to
his disciples, instructed Christians
of every age to be witnesses
for him throughout the world,
beginning where they live (Matt.
28:19-20). A

All features of General Con-
ference ‘83 (at Houghton Col-
lege, Houghton, N.Y., Aug. 7-13)
will be designed to assist, in-
spire, instruct, and motivate
church growth, looking toward
SDB’s doubling in the decade of
the 1980’s. This year’s confer-
ence theme, “Proclaim the
Word,” is action-oriented, call-

ing for individual commitment -

to Christ so that we can per-
sonally grow victoriously in
Christ, and so our denomination
can grow in size and visibility
for Christ and his cause.
~Activities at conference will be
planned in such a way as to
help delegates to develop tech-
niques for growth. God expects
us to grow. Without growth,
there is ultimately only decay
and death. Significant growth
can occur on a continuing basis
in every church group, large or
small—and, thankfully, it is hap-
pening all around the denomi-
nation. o
Many reports at conference

in August will detail accomplish-

ments, examples of what might
be done elsewhere, with the
expectation that church members
will recognize anew the priori-
ties of kingdom growth and be
activated to help achieve it.

The program on Thursdoy eve-

ning will illustrate church growth

~ patterns and highlight the im-

portance of church people par-
pating in specific outreach
Bjects. William E. Shobe,
church extension pastor in At-
lanta, is planning the event and
will probably use a number of
church leaders from other places
who are currently involved in
various types of outreach en-
deavors. Pastor Shobe is a gradu-
ate of Conservative Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Denver, Col.,

and has completed summer in-

stitute courses at the SDB Center
on Ministry. He is now actively
engaged in assisting the new
Metro Atlanta SDB Church in
perfecting its goals and estab-

lishing ““visibility’”” activities,

which include Evangelism Explo-
sion training, newspaper adver-

tising, and “visitor emphasis

Sabbaths.” An SDB literature
stand has been set up in one
member’s place of  business.

The Sabbath Recorder
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Property is being sought which
will provide a permanent, visible
presence for the Atlanta church.
On Thursday and Friday of
conference week, the boards
and agencies of General Con-
ference will teem up to present
mini-seminars, ‘‘how-to”’ work-
shops dealing with the ways and
means of Proclaiming the Word.
These and other segments of
conference will be recorded on
video tape for use back home
in the churches and associations
where the people are doing the
work of the lord in nurture,

At

extension and ministry. That is

where the action is—and should |

be. That is why Conferene ‘83
is designed especially to support
these “frontiers of the gospel.”
The music of conference, as
always, will be especially in-
spiring. Seventh Day Baptists are
a musical people, happily giving
expression to their faith in mel-
ody and song. Lois Wells will
be choir director and is also
responsible for scheduling spe-

cial moments of musical inspira-

tion at many spots during each

day of conference. Denise Green
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u marked your calendar?

Theme: “Proclaim the Word"”
(Eph. 6:10-20)

is in charge of vespers as a
part of each-evening’s program.
The daily topics from August
7 to 13 will become more specific
as the week progresses. The key-.
note address by Executive Secre-
tary Dale D. Thorngate on Sun-

“day evening will review where

we are and where we. should
be going as a denomination in
our Decade of Discipleship. The
subsequent emphasis will move
progressively from A Working
Knowledge of the Bible as the
Prerequisite for Proclaiming the
Word through Proclaiming the
Word in the Daily Walk, in the
Professions and Vocations of Life,
in Specific Qutreach Projects,
and in Joyous Sabbath Obser-
vance, to Full Commitment to
Christ as the Foundation.
Conference ‘83 will verify in
positive and encouraging ways
that exciting . things are hap-
pening, growth-wise, throughout

‘the denomination. In part, this is

a response to our Commitment
to Growth studies earlier and
now to the challenge of our
Decade of Discipleship. Plan now
to attend General Conference
sessions at Houghton in August,
not only for update regarding
developments, but in order to
understand better God’s plan of
growth and each individual’s
part in it. Reproduction is the
aim of discipleship. Sharing your
faith helps others to become

“disciples, also; and, thus, the

Christian life multiplication
growth process takes place.

Every Christian has a specific
growth ministry. What is yours?[]

~ PROCLAI
- THE
WORD
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be mocked. A man reaps whathe
sows. Galatians 6:7

understand that it is impos-
sible to plant beans and fo

ing. In the above passage, the
apostle Paul is making the point
that you can’t do evil things and
expect good things to happen to
you. -

In his book, Pursuit of Excel-
lence, Dr. Ted Engstrom, Pres-
ident of World Vision, asks us to
examine our attitudes.* He sug-
gests that the biggest risk that

.Christians have in achieving this
lifestyle of excellence (the high-

est and best — Philippians 1:10)
is being able to change our at-
titudes. |
Diagnose the lllness

He shares with us what John
Rohn of Adventure in Achieve-
ment calls, “the diseases of at-
tifude:”

Bndnﬁﬁerence the mild approach
to life.

indecision: The greatest thnef of
opportunity.

Doubt: One of the worst |s self'

doubt.
Worry: The real killer. It causes
~ health problems and fi-
- nancial problems.
Overcaution: Some people will
never have much. They're
just foo cautious.

Rohn says, “The major key to
your better future is you.””

Engstrom says, ““You reap
what you sow. If you don't like
the crops that are coming up all
around your feet, you may want
to check and see what you're

Do not be deceived: God cannot

harvest corn from that plant-

planting these days: Cabbage
still gives cabbage, and apples
still produce apples. A smile
breeds a smile. Negative

‘thoughts stimulate the growth of

more negative thoughts.”

Listen to the Doctor
Here are the cures Dr. Eng-
strom -suggests for the attitude
diseases.
Indifference
The most effective cure for this
mild approach to life is to get
excited about something. Point
yourself in one direction and
move toward it... Today start
putting everything you’ve got in-
to everything you do.
Indecision

The antidote for indecision is-

simple. Don’t just stand there, do

‘something. Get off the dime and

get a move on.
Doubt
This is the greatest knller of all.

Especially self doubt. The scrip-

tures tell us not to think overly
impressive thoughts of ourselves.
But, they also encourage us to
think realistically about our
strengths, abilities, gifts and
talents.
s... a healthy belief in ourselves
and the gifts God has so
generously given to each of us.
Worry

1 Peter 5:7 reads, ”Cosnng all
your care on him for he cares for
you!” | can think of no greater
assault on the problem of worry
than to quietly take our pain and
frustration and place them at the
feet of the Sovnor
Overcaution :

This is the what if syndrome.
What if | decide to do something
nice for myself. They might

The cure for self doubt

think I'm selfish. The opposite
side of timidity and overcaution
is adventure — taking risks and
accepting challenges.  This is
what a life of excellence is all
about.

The most dreadful of all at-
titude diseases, according to Eng-
strom, is the disease of ““status
quo (which some one has said is
Latin for ‘the mess we're in’).” -

Accept the Cure

In this last quarter of the 20th
Century, God has called Seventh
Day Baptists to a new lifestyle,
not one of mediocrity, but one of
excellence, of the highest and
best.

‘Let’s take a look at our at-
titudes. Am | dying of one of the
diseases described? Is our de-
nomination suffering from one of
these diseases? | don’t know
about you, but | want to be
healthy and | want our denom-
ination to be healthy and strong.
| am running and swimming
because secretarial jobs (execu-
tive_and otherwise) are bad for
the heart and circulation. | am
praying that God will help me
change my poor attitydes. | am

claiming the promise Paul held

out to the Romans:

:..Let God transform you inward-
ly by a complete change of your
mind. Then you will be able to

know the. will of God — what is

good and is pleasing to him and
is perfect.
' Romans 12:2b

*Ted W. Engstrom, The Pursuit of
Excellence. Zondervan Publish-

ing house, Grand Rapids, MICh
1982.01
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(Above) Don and Charlotte Chroniger.

(Right) Dean J. Paul Green presents Don

with certification of his completion of the
Council On Ministry’s program.

by Janet Thorngate

The sanctuary of the church in
New Auburn, Wisconsin, was full
Sabbath morning, February 12,
when the special worship service
included a ceremony of instal-
lation for the church’s new pas-
tor, Donald Chroniger.
brought greetings from the de-
nomination, the North Central
Association, and the local com-
munity, welcoming Don and his
wife Charlotte to the work of
their first pastorate.

Dr. John Reist, Professor of
Theology at Central Baptist Semi-
nary in Kansas City, Kansas,
spoke to the new pastor and his
congregation on the “Ministry of
the Word” challenging them to
serve fogether through presence,
preaching, and patience. Both of
the Chronigers had had Dr. Reist

Guests

P

as professor at Central Baptist.
Don graduated in December with
a Master of Divinity degree.

As part of the day’s ceremo-
nies, Dean Paul Green presented
Pastor Chroniger with his certifi-

cate of completion of the Sev-

enth Day Baptist Center on Min-
istry Program. (In addition to the
seminary education, the pro-
gram includes summer courses in
Seventh Day Baptist distinctives
and several conference and re-
treat experiences designed for
the COM students as a group. )
Individuals who brought offi-
cial greetings and best wishes
were Rev. Dale Thorngate for the
General Conference, Rev. Earl
Cruzan for the Association, Bob
Bonser for fhe Dodge Center,
Minnesota, church, Jerry Vaught
for the Albion Church, Aond Bill

Arthur for the Milton Church.
The Chronigers’ involvement al-
ready in community church activ-
ities was noted by representa-
tives of other local churches.
Others participating in the
worship included church presi-
dent Rod North, Deacon Loyal
Pederson, and Trustee Mike
North. Special music by the choir
and by Walter Loofboro was
complemented by a musical re-
sponse by the new pastor him-
self. Pastor and Mrs. Eric Mc-
Garrah, seminary friends of the
Chronigers now serving the Oak-
dale Community Church in the

Twin Cities area, were present

to share the special day.

Fellowship dinner followed
the worship service with an open
house for the Chronigers in the
afternoon. ]

15

April 1983




by Sylvia Nida Worré!l -

Since my marriage on May 10,
1980, | have come to understand
how wonderful and rewarding
marriage can be. | have also
learned how difficult it can be.
My three years of marriage have
given-me some of my very hap-
piest and fulfilling moments as
well as some of my most trying.

However, | am well aware that

my feelings are not unusual for
newlyweds and young adults. |
continue to be shocked as | learn
of friends of mine whose mar-
riages are ending. The annual
number of divorces in this coun-
try has doubled since 1965!
Today, for the first time in history,
divorce ends more marriages
than death! Nearly every time |
turn on the radio or television |
am bombarded by songs and
programs dealing with broken

marriages, love affairs-and child

custody suits.

During my eight years as a
public school librarian and
teacher, | quickly learned not to
be shocked by the increasing
number of elementary school
children who live in a single-
parent home or who are being
torn apart by a divorce in the
family. The tragic evidence is
clear. With today’s social accep-
tance and ease of acquiring a
divorce, many couples are taking
the easy way out instead of
honoring their marriage vows.

As Christians, we must con-
tinually strive_to nurture and en-
rich our own marriages and
others in our church family.
Christians should respect the in-

stitution of marriage and its
divine intention as expressed in
Genesis 2:23-24 and repeated by

Jesus in Mark 10:6-7. Marriage

is a symbol of God’s kingdom. A
Christian marriage is a witness of

the reconciling and fulfilling

power of God'’s love. lts goal is
to extend God'’s kingdom. Joe H.
Leonard, Jr. writes in Celebrate
Christian Marriage, “‘Christians
are called to fulfill the divine
intention for marriage, con-
sciously, aware of God’s guiding

presence and strength through

‘their days together, whether for
better or worse, for richer or
poorer, in sickness.or in health.”

Marriage is undoubtedly a key
factor in spiritual development.

The purpose of a Christian mar-

riage is the personal growth of

the partners. The fruits of the
spirit (love, joy, peace, patience,
faithfulness and goodness) are
nurtured in a strong marriage.

* The Christian spirit is one of giv-

ing. This principle also holds
true for the Christian marriage.
'One must give of oneself in order
to build a strong mutual relation-
ship which grows and abounds
in love. This strong Christian
love must be reinforced by the
church, as one’s faith is rein-
forced by the church. =+
The church must take the lead
in striving to help nurture and
save our marriages. Too often

we have focused only on the.

William, William Il and Sylvia Worrall

wedding to the exclusion of
ministry with married people. A
ministry is needed.

Try These

% Launch a study group

¥t Schedule a marriage enrich-
ment retreat

% Invite several married couples
to share with the congreg-
ation what they value in
their marriages

¥ Become aware of other mar-
ried couples in the church
and their needs

% Help prepare those who are

~ planning to marry

% Create a task force to survey
the community and publish
a list of resources (films,
books, counselors, marital
growth groups, efc.) to help
marriages not only endure
but to grow

% Continue to make marriage
help more available and
visible |

% Encourage continued efforts
on the denominational level

- Remember, Christian marriage

has the purpose of personal
growth for its partners. It is a
witness of God’s kingdom and
enables ' life-long growth and
caring between persons.  So
celebrate! ]
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by Linda V.H. Camenga

found spots on his face.

itching.

FATORSBHANN S

— 72 and put

!

o

" That night during devotions the family read Psalms 41:3, “The Lord will sustain him

upon his sickbed; in his illness, thou dost restore him to health.”

’ .In a few days

was feeling better and out playing with his friends again. O
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A Prayer Reminder For Each Day!

| MISSIONS TODAY B | Y .
h B | | | | . o ‘ Verse for the Month: “Let-each one do just as. 12 New group: Shawnee, OK, led by the Lees
he has purposed in his heart; not grudgingly or un- 13 O.B. Manani Phiri, Med. Administrator, Malawi

- AMARILLO, TX — In faith, for

the last two years Richard
Komoll has sponsored a Seventh
Day Baptist fair booth, assisted
by Mynor and Marian Soper.
While there have been many
contacts and literature shared,
it wos not until recently that
regular Sabbath services were

started. Pray that the Lord will -

continue to bless this new out-
reach effort!

MALAWI, AFRICA — Missionaries
David and Bettie Pearson will be
leaving for furlough early in May,
returning in time to attend their
daughter Joanna’s graduation
from Kings College. Enroute they

will visit the SDB Mission work at
Kisii, Kenya. During their nine

month furlough they hope to visit
many of our churches to share
their work and their continuing
ministry during their sixth term of
service beginning in 1984.

MADISON SDB FELLOWSHIP, Wi
Early this year one of the newer
members prayed on Sabbeth
‘morning asking God to send
visitors to the Fellowship. For
four of the next six weeks there

TRANSKEI, S. AFRICA — Rev.

Colben F. Mngonyama, who

serves with the Railway Christian

Union, attended the annual SDB

Conference near Port Elizabeth,
South Africa last July. He return-
ed to Butterworth, Transkei to
establish the new Seventh Day
Baptist Fellowship, Ltd. - They

conduct cottage meetings house

to house as well as regular Sab-

bath services.

SHAWNEE, OK — A new SDB

‘home meeting is being sponsor-

ed by the Lees, members of the
Riverside, Calif., church. their
need for hymnals was shared
with the Rockville, R.I. SDB
church which sent 25 books vie
Director of Evangelism and
Church Extension Mynor G.
Soper. PTL! -

MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA — The
women’s group meets every sec-
ond Thursday at a different time
each meeting, to help those
ladies who work. They meet in

their homes and have a Bible
‘study and sharing time of about

half an hour. They also join to-
gether for a cup of tea or coffee.
They have started what they call
a Link, at their meetings, where
each woman has a piece of
paper on which she writes the

‘name and address of someone

she feels would be interested in
hearing of our Lord. Their ac-

tivities cover hospital visitation, -

helping out with church activities
and they also run stalls to raise
money for the church building
fund. They are hoping shortly to
visit women’s prisons and old
folks homes. They are also help-
ing to prepare a.puppet show
which is planned for this year as
an outreach. --Betty Alegre at
Australasian Conference 1983. [
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der compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver.
And God is able to make all grace abound to you,
that always having all sufficiency in everything,

you may have an abundance for every good

deed;" 2 Cor. 9:7,8 NAS

'PRAY FOR:

Dorothy Parrott, leading in the Year of Ministry
Pastor Colben Mngonyama, Transkei, S. Africa
Gabriel Bejjani, bringing Christ to Muslims
Youth planning to participate in SCSC

David & Bettie Pearson, beginning furlough
New SDB church: Ambler, PA

Sabbath School Mission Offering (part of OWM)

NGO Oy aE W —

8 DanielBarrar, Pres., Australasian SDB Conference

9 New group: nearAmarillo, TX, R. Komoll, leader
10 Nyaniso Siwane, Port Elizabeth, S. Africa
11 Atlanta SDB church looking for worship place

7.

.

/ - -

14 New people to join in worship today.

15 New SDB church: Hendersonville, NC |

16 A.K. Harawa, Secy. Cen. Africa Conf., Malawi
17 John Farenhorst & the work in Holland

18 New group: Bradenton, FL - Dr. & Mrs. E. K. Davis
19 Pastor J. Alegrek, Melbourne, Australia

~ 20 Those attending Eastern SDB Assoc., Shiloh, NJ

21 “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy"’

22 Day of Prayer and Fasting

23 Students & Dean at Summer Institute, SDB Center
24 New group: Lakeland-Wichita Falls, TX

25 Rod & Camille Henry, Cebu, The Philippines

26 Those in my community who are unemployed
27 New group: North Miami, FL

28 A Sabbath of rest |

29 Brethren in Ostrava, Czechoslovakia
30 New group: Canyon City, CO
31 The continued work of The Sabbath Recorder
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your o}d mail ingi, label

were visitors in the Sabbeth -
morning services. | believe that 7 %///%

this will be a continual prayer of .
the Madison Fellowship, ond
that God will continve to re-
spond to that prayer. It was @
joy to be there for worship on

Feb. 19 with 25 people in attend- o R | | .

ance. Six of us had driven Up | Send your fax deductable donation fo:

from Milton. There were also The Sabbath Recorder, Box 1678, Janesville, Wi 53547
seven visitors. -Pastor E. Cruzan |
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by Donna S. Bond

‘Blizzard of '83 Hits Shiloh

1
[

‘Growing up in a series of SDB
parsonages and being raised by

_a variety of Ladies’ Aids, | always
“had the impression that preach-

ers’ kids were expected to be
a rather peculiar breed, not quite
like the average parishioner.
There was even a joke around

" wherein one child boasted, My
" dad’s a doctor, so | can be sick

for nothing,” and the other re-
sponded, “Oh yeah? Well, my
dad’s a preccher, so | can be
good for nothing.”

When the Blizzard of ‘83 hlt'

Shiloh on a Friday with much
shoveling still waiting on Sab-
bath, it may have been the
normal non-PK’s who felt pecu-

liar. Of 21 in attendance at an

informal Sabbath morning ser-

vice in the chapel, five were

normal Christians,

Of the remaining 16 worship-
pers: eight were great-grandchil-
dren of a preacher (Rev. James
L. Skaggs); ten were grandchil-

dren of preachers (Skaggs, Rev.
- . CharlesH. Bond,

Rev. DelmerE.
Van Horn);

grand-

_two were

children of twe preachers (Bond
and Rev. Don A. Sanford); nine
were children of preachers (Bond,
Van Horn, Sanford and Rev. John

H. Camenga); five were child-

ren-in-law of preachers- (Bond,
Van Horn Sanford and Rev.
Donald E. Richards); finally, two
were preachers themselves (Ca-
menga and Assistant Pastor
Verne Wright, senior seminary
student).

Surely, we were in the major-
ity on that Sabbath and perhaps

we did prove to be ““good for

”

something,” after all. The ser-
vice began with Shiloh’s pastor
John Camenga (Skaggs grand-

“child/Van Horn son-in-law) an-
nouncing that today had been

cancelled, with the youth week
service and dinner postponed
until next week. Pastor Wright
(Richards son-in-law) led the
opening service including an in-

formal hymn-sing with Linda

Camenga (Van Horn daughter)
pinch-hitting on the organ.

~ After a few hymns Pastor John
warned -us to ““choose the next

‘one carefully.” “Jesus Loves

Me” was selected and all those
under 25 were called upon to
serve as the choir. The eight

great-grandchildren—who were .

also. grandchildren—(Andrew,
Faith, Grace & Mark Camenga

‘and Ward, Chris, Levi and Sylvia

Bond) performed beautifully
~ with the youngest one pro-
viding a good, strong anti-
‘phonal effect (i.e. echo):

offertory service and pray-

by another

‘ed by a junior message given

“having trouble getting his two

‘The responsive reading,
: hats, gloves, mufflers, and coats
er were all given, followed

cars, which is to be expected

hymn-sing . session. Again, the
pastor advised us to “choose the
next one carefully’” as he called
on his wife Linda to desert the
organ and come forward. Linda
was to participate in an unre-
hearsed a cappella quartet with
her cohorts being chosen Farmer-
in-the-Dell style. She and the
other three victims—Elizabeth
Lupton (normal Christian), Phil
Bond (Skaggs grandson/Bond
son) and Donna Bond (Sanford
daughter/Bond daughter-in-law)
—sand “Jesus Loves Even Me”
for the entertainment of the re-
maining congregation (all of the
above-named plus Bond daugh-
ter-in-law Jan Bond, Bond son/
Sanford son-in-law Tim Bond,
Bond son Ron Bond, and normal
Christians Louise Coursen, Char-
lotte Lupton, Sara Nieukirk, and
Frank Mulford).

This performance was follow-

Indian-style on the floor by the
pastor to the eight Skaggs great-
grandchildren. The informal at-
mosphere and lack of a crowd
prompted the youngsters to ac-
tive verbal participation; in fact,
this was a rare case of a minister

cents’ worth in!

A scripture was read, followed
by a sermon on how Jesus uses
miracles to show His love and to
meet human needs.

After a closing hymn and ben-
ediction, the 21 ““die hards”
donned their boots, snowpants,
mittens, scarves, parkas, hoods,

to wade through the snowdrifts
of Shiloh toward their homes.
(Only the Bond boys had driven

from preachers’ kids when non-
emergency vehicles are prohibit-
ed on the road). [ |
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Union has won ‘a judgment
from a federal judge that New
“Jersey may not require a minute
of silence in its public schools.
The court ruled that the plan was
another attempt to introduce
prayer to the school system. []

After aseven-year preparation,
a new ftranslation of the New
Testament will appear in May
of thisyear. =~

The edition, under the title
Hoffnung fur Alle (Hope for Eve-
ryone), is the German-language
version of the Living Bible. Over
25 million copies have been
sold of the English-language edi-
tion, which first appeared in
1971.

The Living Bibles International
mission society works in over
70 countries and publishes Bibles
in about 110 languages. The
society hopes to complete trans-
lations into 185 major languages
within the next ten years. ] EBPS

The New Hampshire Supreme
Court has upheld the right of four
Catholic teaching nuns to sue
their bishop. The decision has

~landmark significance in view of
its church-state implications and
further legal appeals are
expected. []

The American Civil Liberties

Further,

Joni Eareckson Tada, author

of the books, Joni and A Step
will receive the nine-
teenth International Youth’s Dis-
tinguished Service Citation at the
57th International Christian En-
deavor Convention in Seattle,
Washington, July 4-8,
announced recently by Rev.
Charles W. Barner, general sec-
retary of the International So-
ciety of Christian Endeavor.

Joni will be presented with
the award at the evening méss
meeting on Tuesday, July 5, by
Lavern Billig, president of the
International Society. Previous
citation recipients include Dr.
Billy Graham, Roy Rogers and
Dale Evans, Jerome Hines, Dr.
Kenneth Taylor, ond Maria Anne
Hirschman.

In June. of 1967 at the age of
17, Joni took a -reckless dive

A telecast by CBS “60 Minutes”
has brought a response from
officials of the National Council
of Churches. The January 23rd
segment alleged that both the
NCC and the World Council of
Churches have supported leftist
guerrilla activities in developing
countries. Claire Randall, Execu-
tive Secretary of the NCC, claims
that the program was a distortion
of the facts. He said that the
claim that the NCC supports com-
munism is ““ludicrous”. A rebut-
tal of the /60 Minutes” segment
has been published by the Coun-
cil.ld

it was

into the Chesapeake Bay that
left her paralyzed from the
shoulders down without the use
of her hands or legs. Hospitaliz-
ed for the next two years, Joni

began developing a latent ar-

tistic talent by sketching with a
pen held between her teeth.

In 1979 Joni founded Joni and
Friends in Woodland Hills, Cal-
ifornia. This religious, non-profit
organization, is responding to

the opportunities of service to
those who are disabled. []

‘As a result of fiscal problems
connected with the bankruptcy of
Donald J. Davenport, an Advent-
ist contractor and investor,

church leaders have announced
that nearly one hundred persons
will face disciplinary action. The
bankruptcy last July resulted in
huge losses of church funds
which had been

Davenport. [

lent to

In what archeologists describe
as a “sensational” discovery, a
tomb dating from the seventh
century B.C. has been opened
near Mount Zion. The most im-
portant find is described as a
silver scroll which includes the
Hebrew YAHWEH name for
God.[]
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by DonnaS. Bond

Blizard of '83 Hits Shiloh

Growing up in a series of SDB
parsonages and being raised by
a variety of Ladies’ Aids, | always
had the impression that preach-
ers’ kids were expected to be
a rather peculiar breed, not quite
like the average parishioner.
There was even a joke around
" wherein one child boasted, My
dad’s a doctor, so | can be sick

- for nothing,” and the other re-

sponded, “Oh yeah? Well, my
dad’s o preacher, so | can be
good for nothing.”’

When the Blizzard of ‘83 hit
Shiloh on a Friday with much

“shoveling still waiting on Sab-
it may have been the
‘normal non-PK’s who felt pecu-

bath,

liar. Of 21 in attendance at an
informal Sabbath morning ser-
vice in the chapel, five were
normal Christians.

Of the remaining 16 worship-
pers: eight were great-grandchil-
dren of a preacher (Rev. James
L. Skaggs); ten were grandchil-
dren of preachers (Skaggs, Rev.

| - Charles H. Bond,
" Rev. DelmerE.
Van Horn);
two were
grand-

children of two preachers (Bond

‘and Rev. Don A. Sanford); nine

were children of preachers (Bond,
Van Horn, Sanford and Rev. John
H. Camenga); five were child-
ren-in-law of preachers (Bond,
Van Horn Sanford and Rev.
Donald E. Richards); finally, two
were preachers themselves (Ca-

menga and Assistant Pastor

Verne Wright, senior seminary
student). |

- Surely, we were in the major-
ity on that Sabbath and perhaps
we did prove to be ““good for
something,” after all. The ser-
vice began with Shiloh’s pastor
John Camenga (Skaggs grand-
child/’Van Horn son-in-law) an-
nouncing that today had been

~cancelled, with the youth week

service and dinner postponed
until next week. Pastor Wright
(Richards son-in-law) led the
opening service including an in-
formal hymn-sing with Linda
Camenga (Van Horn daughter)
pinch-hitting on the organ.

After a few hymns Pastor John
warned us to “choose the next
one carefully.”
Me” was selected and all those
under 25 were called upon to
serve as the choir. The eight
great- grondchrldren—who were
also grandchildren—(Andrew,
Faith, Grace & Mark Camenga
and Ward, Chris, Levi and Sylvia
' Bond) performed beautifully
with the youngest one pro-
viding a good, strong anti-

phonal effect (i.e. echo).

The responsive reading,
~ offertory service and pray-

er were all given, followed
by another

" Jesus Loves

“ediction, the 21

hymn-sing session. Agaln the
pastor advised us to “‘choose the
next one carefully’” as he called
on his wife Linda to desert the
organ and come forward. Linda
was to participate in an unre-
hearsed a cappella quartet with
her cohorts being chosen Farmer-
in-the-Dell style. She and the
other three victims—Elizabeth
Lupton (normal Chrisiian), Phil
Bond (Skaggs grandson/Bond
son) and Donna Bond (Sanford
daughter/Bond daughter-in-law)
—sand “Jesus Loves Even Me”
for the entertainment of the re-
maining congregation (all of the
above-named plus Bond daugh-
ter-in-law Jan Bond, Bond son/
Sanford son-in-law Tim Bond,
Bond son Ron Bond, and normal
Christians Lovise Coursen, Char-

lotte Lupton, Sara Nieukirk, and

Frank Mulford).

This performance was follow-
ed by a junior message given
Indian-style on the floor by the
pastor to the eight Skaggs great-
grandchildren. The informal at-
mosphere and lack of a crowd
prompted the youngsters to: ac-
tive verbal participation; in fact,
this was a rare case of a minister
having trouble getting his two
cents’ worth in!

A scripture was read, followed

by a sermon on how Jesus uses

miracles to show His love and to
‘meet human needs.

After a closing hymn and ben-
“die hards”
donned their boots, snowpants,
mittens, scarves, parkas, hoods,

~hats, gloves, mufflers, and coats

to wade through the snowdrifts
of Shiloh toward their homes.
(Only the Bond boys had driven
cars, which is to be expected
from preachers’ kids when non-
emergency vehicles are prohibit-
ed on the road). ]
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The American Civil Liberties
Union has won a judgment
from a federal judge that New
Jersey may not require a minute
of silence in its public schools.
The court ruled that the plan was
another attempt to introduce
prayer to the school system. [

After aseven-year preparation,
a new translation of the New
Testament will appear in May
of this year.

The edition, under the title
Hoffnung fur Alle (Hope for Eve-
ryone), is the German-language
version of the Living Bible. Over
25 million copies have been
sold of the English-language edi-
tion, which first appeared in
1971,

The Living Bibles International
mission society works in over
70 countries and publishes Bibles
in about 110 languages. The
society hopes to complete trans-
lations into 185 major languages
within the next ten years. ] EBPS

The New Hampshire Supreme
Court has upheld the right of four
Catholic teaching nuns to sue
their bishop. The decision-has
landmark significance in view of
its church-state implications and
further legal appeals are
expected. []

Joni Eareckson Tada, author
of the books, Joni and A Step
Further, will receive the nine-
teenth International Youth’s Dis-
tinguished Service Citation at the
57th International Christian En-

deavor Convention in Seattle,

Washington, July 4-8, it was
announced recently by Rev.
Charles W. Barner, general sec-
retary of the International So-
ciety of Christian Endeavor.

Joni will be presented with
the award at the evening mass
meeting on Tuesday, July 5, by
Lavern Billig, president of the
International Society. Previous
citation recipients include Dr,
Billy Graham, Roy Rogers and
Dale Evans, Jerome Hines, Dr.
Kenneth Taylor, and Maria Anne
Hirschman.

In June of 1967 at the age of
17, Joni took a reckless dive

Telecast on |
Causes Stir

A telecast by CBS /60 Minutes”
has brought a response from
officials of the National Council
of Churches. The January 23rd
segment alleged that both the
NCC and the World Council of
Churches have supporied leftist
guerrilla activities in developing
countries. Claire Randall, Execu-
tive Secretary of the NCC, claims
that the program was a distortion
of the facts. He said that the
claim that the NCC supports com-
munism is ““ludicrous”. A rebut-
tal of the 60 Minutes” segment
has been published by the Coun-
cil.(]

into the Chesapeake Bay that
left her paralyzed from the
shoulders down without the use
of her hands or legs. Hospitaliz-
ed for the next two years, Joni

began developing a latent ar-

tistic talent by sketching with a
pen held between her teeth.

In 1979 Joni founded Joni and
Friends in Woodland Hills, Cal-
ifornia. This religious, non-profit
organization, is responding to

the opportunities of service to
those who are disabled. [

~As a result of fiscal problems
connected with the bankruptcy of
Donald J. Davenport, an Advent-
ist contractor and investor,

church leaders have announced
that nearly one hundred persons
“will face disciplinary action. The
bankruptcy last July resulted in
huge losses of church funds

which had been
Davenport. ]

lent to

In what archeologists describe

lII

as a “sensational” discovery, a
tomb dating from the seventh
century B.C. has been opened
near Mount Zion. The most im-
portant find is described as o
silver scroll which includes the
Hebrew YAHWEH name for
God.[]
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The familiar spiritual “There is

~ a Balm in Gilead” sets the mood

for this year’s celebration of
May Fellowship Day on Friday,
May 6th. This ecumenical event

-sponsored by Church Women

United is observed each year on
the first Friday in May and brings
Protestant, Roman Catholic, Or-

ies on Cancer

“The Seventh Day Advenﬁsts, a
religious group with approxi-

i #
( . S
% et

) W
& Bt

“mately 600,000 members in

North America, do not drink or
smoke, and about 50 percent fol-
low a diet predominatly of vege-

“tables, eggs, grains, and milk. A

recent study compared members
of this group with nonmembers
of comparable age, sex, and
economic status. The findings:

 The Seventh Day Adventists had

a much lower risk of dying of

- colon and rectal concer (as well

as of smoking-related concers.)
Their risk of dying of breast can-
cer was also lower, but by a

- smaller margin.
- Practicing Mormons abstain

from the use of tobacco, alcohol,
coffee, and tea. They are not

- .vegetarians, but ftheir diet in-
- cludes plenty of grains, fruits,
-and vegetables, and only moder-

ate amounts of meat. Data

_from the Utah Cancer Registry
- (Utah is the home of the Mormon
1 faith) show an incidence of lung,
~ colon, rectal, breast, ovarion,
| ond uterine cancer far lower
| than the national average (ol-

though there is no difference for
prostate cancer).[]
FROM: Good Housekeeping—

February 1983

thodox and other Christian wom-

en info a worship experience
designed to motivate creative
and healing relationships in the
local community.

Church Women United be-
lieves reconciliotion and the
healing process begin with each
individual in her own communi-

ty, where the roots of racism and

classism, ageism and sexism are
perpetuated. May Fellowship
Day calls each woman of faith to
commif- herself to see, heor,
speak and actively participate in
bringing about necessary
changes in oftitude and behavior
that will break down any barriers
between neighbors.

May Fellowship Day, like
World Day of Prayer and World
Community Day, is one of the
three celebrations sponsored an-
nually by Church Women United.
Dating back to 1933 when the

first Dedication Day was planned

Immigration authorities have
ordered Bhagwan Shree Roaj-
neesh, head of a U.S. commune
and guru for a mystical cult, to
leave the United States. His
group received national medio
oftention for their take-over of
the Oregon fown of Antelope.

The U.S. Immigration and

Naturalization Service has deter-
mined that the Indion guru gave
“false and misleading stafe-
ments’’ to secure a U.S. visa.[]

by the National Council of Feder-
ated Church Women, it became
an annual observance in Moy of

1945 and was envisioned as o

day to unite churchwomen in
strengthening the quality of re-
lationships in local communities
across the country. |
For further information and an
order form for Moy Fellowship
Day resources, write Church
Women United, 475 Riverside

"Church, Rm. 812, New York,

NY 10115.0J

Tr

All Milton College tran-
scripts—the academic records of

~about 35,000 Milton alumni and

other former students—are in the
custodial care of UW-White-
water. . |

John Bodensteiner, registrar of
UW-Whitewoter, said thot former
Milton students can obtain copies

of their records by writing or

stopping by the registrar’s office
in person. No business concern-

ing the franscripis can be con-

ducted over the phone, he said.

Milton College, which was
founded in 1844, closed its doors
in May, 1982,

Persons can write to: Transcript
Clerk, Registrar’s Office, UW-
Whitewater, Whitewater, Wis.,
53190. ,,

A charge of $3 will be assessed
for each ftranscript. Checks
chould be made payable 1o UW-
Whitewater.[J

FROM: The Janesville Gazette—
February 1983

“We love because
God first loved us.”’

1 John 4:19

Jane Mackintosh

Here is another report from the
Conference of the North Ameri-

can Baptist Women's Union

which several of our SDB ladies
attended. Thonk you, Marion
Soper, forthis inspiring report.JM.

How do you describe a spir-
itual experience in words? Words

~ore so inadequate to express

feelings—feelings of praise to
God, warmth in the fellowship
of friends and heartache con-
cerning the many hardships that
face our brothers and sisters in
Christ around the world. These

feelings are experienced ot

some time by oll of us. But,
when they seem more penetrot-
ing and owe-inspiring than those
we usually experience, how do
you describe them? .

One thing | can do is share
the main ideas | received from
the seminars | ottended. John
Howell gave us food for thought
in his seminar on Affirming Fami-
lies in the 80's. The pertinent
facts and stotistics he gave about
marriage, divorce and family
problems were oppalling and
impressed upon my mind the
urgency of the times and the
deplorable condition of our soci-
ety in these last fimes. |

He emphasized that we need
to be happy with whatever we
are—male or female, black or
white, short or tall. Whot we ore
is a gift of God's grace. We
learned that one out of every
five to 10 fomilies moves every
year. Since we hove run a mo-
bile home park, it is not hard for
us to believe thot!

He informed us that financial

problems and worries are the
biggest underlying cause of
trouble in American families.
Unemployment causes the wage

earner to act out his frustrations -

on the family. Since 1975, there
have been over one million di-
vorces o year. There are now
nine million one-parent families
and eight million of these are
headed by women. Next to the
army in time of war, the home
is the most violent place in
America. Every 20 minutes an
abused child is taken to a hospi-
tal where many of them die.
Violence has become o way of
life and we as Christions must
learn to deal with it.

Dr. Howell shared with us a

"Marriage and family
relations are not made
in heaven; they come
in a kit and you have fo
put them together.”

wealth of scriptural resources
dealing with family relation-
ships. They point out the im-
portance that God puts on the
family. He created us male and
female, in his own image, de-
signed 1o complement.each oth-
er, bearing equal responsibility
for sin and achieving equality
in Christ. The purposes of Chris-
fian marriage are 1o meet human
needs for infimacy, fo establish
families through child-bearing
and socialization and o provide
o setting for spiritual growth,

Scriptures were cited dealing

with Christian patterns ond qual-
ities of relationships between

: A Reporf From The North American defisf Women’s Union

husbands and wives, and parents
and children. |

He stressed that the most im-
portant phase of this seminar

was the port the church must

play in helping and affirming
families by providing education
in human sexuality, premarital

guidance, marriage and family - |
enrichment training, and spiritu-

al growth for families. His chal-

lenge was that we have o chance

to grow good family life in our
churches, but we must get with it
and do it. “Marriage and family
relations,” he said, “are not
made in heaven; they come in
kits and you have to put them
together.”

| think the one concept which

stood out fo me the most was
the view that Christians should

have about divorce. The Bible

‘presents the ideal of what life

ought to be, but we don’t always
live up to that ideal. Just as we
con moke mistakes in all areas
of life ond come penitently to
God and receive his loving and
complete forgiveness, so in the
area of marriage it is possible
to make grave mistakes. But our
loving Lord is just as ready fo
forgive this mistake as any other.
And there is no reason we cannot
accept thot forgiveness and go
on fo find happiness and the

right moarrioge that God had
“infended for us in the first place.

It has helped me to have a much
more understanding spirit about
remarriage than | ever had be-
fore. We must never forget thot
God ean forgive and thot re-

marriage is possible only by the

forgiving, healing grace of
God.[]
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-of Bridgewater October 19, 1982.

newspaper advertising cam-

The Raritan Valley Seventh bath blessings.

Day Baptist Church received site For several months some of
plan approval from the Township  our congregation have been vis-
iting the elderly at the Green-
This approval oll/owed us to erect field Convalescent Center. This is
a sign. proclanmmg our presence o rewarding Sabbath afternoon
to the community. A condition of activity.

the approval isto constructanew  Another community service in
parking lot at the rear of the which we participate is the local
church- building. For this major Fish program. We collect food
financial undertaking, some donations and take them to the

~ fund raising events are planned local headquarters, where they

for spring. are then distributed Iocally to

We are now beginning our those in need.
Recently the evangelistic film

paign and hope to actively reach Joni came to our area. As an

‘out into our community with the encouragement to go and see it,

message of God's love and Sab-  we sent a letter around to

Sobbath Philosophy will be the topic of the 1983 Sum.mer
Institute to be held May 23-June 10 at the Center on Ministry in
Janesville, Wisconsin. the course will be taught by Dean J. Paul

- Green and guest leaders.

The three-week intensive course is offered for ministerial studems
and‘ others interested in a study of the major distinctive of the

Seventh Day Baptist denomination, the seventh-day Sabbath.
Readings and discussions will center about an understanding of the -

Biblical character of the Sabbath, its history, the theological implica-
tions of Sabbath observance and modern-day application. A
comparative study of Sunday observance and its development will be

~included. -

~No tuition or fees will be chq.rged Travel and living expenses dur-
ing the institute are paid for students regularly enrolled in the Center
on Ministry program.. Licensed pastors, theological students not en-
rolled at the Center and ordained pastors are encouraged to attend
as partial fulfillment of qualification for General Conference ac-
creditation. They may apply to the Dean for financial assistance.
- Although the institute is conducted as a graduate level course,

anyone interested in attending the lectures and doing the reading is
- welcome tfo attend. Additional work, including the writing of a
paper, is required of those taking the course for credit.

For further information including a course outline, reading list and
application form, contact Dean J. Paul Green, Box 1678, Janesville,
wi 53547 []

those in our immediate neigh-
borhood, describing the film and
offering free tickets. Several

people have stopped by for them

at this writing. (0

At it's October business meet-
ing, the Lost Creek Seventh Day
Baptist Church voted to renew
the “License to Preach” of Don-
ald Graffius, Clayton Pinder, and
Robert Van Horn. Special Con-
secration Services were held on
January 15 and January 22 with
Pastor David Taylor and the
church Deacons participating.
Donald Graffius, a lawyer,
lives in Salemville, Pa., with his
wife, Linda, and their two chil-
dren. They both minister in the
German SDB Church there. Clay-
ton Pinder, a Certified Public
Accountant, resides in Salem,
West Virginia, with his wife,
Leora, and two of their children.
Clayton also is the pastor of the
Crites Mountain Seventh Day
Baptist Church near Sutton, West
Virginia. Robert Van Horn, his
wife, Lana, and their two chil-
dren live in Biuefield, West Vir-
ginia. |

Four children were also dedi-
cated at the January 15 worship
service. Michael Andrew Bond
was presented for dedication by
his parents, Bryan and Linda
Bond of West Milford. Michael
and Debra Novotny of Lost Creek
also presented their three chil-
dren for dedication: Kimberly
Jean, Keith James, and Jerred
Mlchael L]

s
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At the start of the 1982 SDB
Mid-continent Association year,

then President M.O. Van Horn
challenged association members
to read through the Bible in 1982,

Many started the project and
some are still in the process of

reading; however, a large

number rose to the challenge.

Nortonville reporis eleven:

Zella Babcock, Ed Johnson, June
Johnson, Bill Prentice, Marie Prentice,
Alfred Wells, Charles Wheeler, Reba

Wheeler, Eva Wheeler, Merlin Wheeler, ~

Juanita Wheeler

Denver reports four:
Elois Burdick, Ada Davis, Luthor Han-
son, Hazel Warren '

Morth Loup reports sixteen:
Beaulah Clement, Bertha Clement,

“ George Clement, Shirley Cargill, Elsie

Cox, Leona Babcock, Marjorie Goodrich,
Larry Graffius, Debbie Keown, Ada King,
Frances Van Horn, Merlyn Van Horn,
Luella Willioms, Vesta Farley, Maude and
Lioyd Van Horn (who completed the Bible
on tapes during the year. ““When you are

‘89, you can let someone else do the

reading.’’ — M.O. Van Horn)

Congratulations to those who
completed the task, and to those
still reading, “Keep it up!”’J

De You Read Tracts?
Are Tracts Effective
And Worthwhile?
Please send your comments to:

Dorothy Parrott
12264 six Mile Rd.
Battle Creek, Ml 49017

RO

Rev. Colben F. Mngoyama and his wife, Sylvia.

by Leon Lawton

Early in 1982 correspondence
was first received from Transkei,
one of the new Republics in

South Africa. Rev. Colben F.

Mngoyama sought understand-
ing of SDB beliefs and was glad
to learn of the SDB Conference
of churches with leadership near
Port Elizabeth—only a few hun-
dred miles distant. He received

further information and literature:

from the Central Africa Confer-
ence in Malawi as well as from
the USA.

In July he was able to aﬂend
the conference and learned
more about SDBs. He returned to
Transkei and organized the Sev-
enth Day Baptist Fellowship, Inc.,
and began to have regular serv-
ices to share his faith with others.

We learned also that Rev.

Mngonyama was active in an
interdenominational ministry
with the Railway Christian Union
which seeks to witness to those
travelling by train in Transken
and South Africa.

‘His last letter reports, “We are
conducting cottage meetings
every evening from house to
house and there is tremendous
interest.”” He wrote for Bible
study materials, and the Guide to
Bible Understanding materials
have been sent. Regular Sabbath
meetings are held at his home.
He is rejoicing that “the Lord is
adding to our numbers.” This is

“in Butterworth, the capital of the

Republic of Transkei.

Let us pray for this brother,
his wife Sylvia, and our new
brethren![]
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Plannmg and work conhnues
on banners for SDB General Con-
ference sessions at Houghton
College this year, according to

Denver SDB Pastor John Bevis

who is co-ordinating the project.
“The theme for the year is
Proclaim the Word,” Bevis points

out, “And no doubt our banners

will reflect the theme. The sug-
gested size of the banners is

~ three feet by six feet.”

On the final night of confer-
ence, there will be a parade
of the banners that have hung in
the auditorium durmg the

| ',week O -

annual chicken pie dinner, busi-
ness meeting and election of
officers for 1983. Doug Payne
was elected president and Steve
Greene was elected vice presi-
dent.

- One of the church’s Decision to
Discipleship Groups, led by Doug
Payne, has completed all seven
phases of the program. Bob Aus-
tin is leading another group of
Senior Citizens at the Centerview
Apartments and Pastor Osborn is
leading a Discipleship Bible

The Dodge Center Seventh Day
Baptist Church recently held its

The church’s active Youth Fel-
lowship is being led by Roger
and Melanie Langworthy. Chris-
tian Ed is sponsoring three films
in February, March and April.
Other organizations, such as
Christian Fellowship and Ladies
Aid, are taking advantage of the
time to sponsor different things
before and after these films. The
first one, ’Kevin Can Wait,” was
excellent for youth and adult

~alike.

A new program for the church

“is a Lay Person’s Church Service

that is held the last Friday night

Study for those inthe Kasson area.

of each month. O

In The Year Of Minisfry‘:

hy Elsie M. Whife

| have always wanted o be o mi%ﬁ@mw end
work with children, As @ teenager, | wanted to
gmduaﬁe from high school and go to Bible school
end nurée's training, but never made it. | got mar-
riad and raised seven children of my own. Now,
my children are all married and have children of

 their own. | had time on my hands and nothing

to do with it, as | had been on invalid For
cbout seven years. At one time | was told
| would never walk again. | proved them wrong,
for with God's help, | got so | could walk

shor? distances on a cane.
One night after | went to bed, | lay there think-

ing and praying and | said, "Dear Lord, show me
what | can do to help you. | want to serve you and
don't know what to do because of my condition.
Please make it plain to me so that | wull know

| what to do, and | will do it.”

- The next day | got my SABBATH RECORDER in
9he mail and there it was! Chatawe's Sunshine
Mountain Home for Special Children needed @

hous@mmh@r. | called my paswr at church and
asked him if he thought | could handle the job in
my condition. He sald that he would call Sunshine

Mountain for me. | don't know what he told them,
_but they called me and told me to pack and come

on down.

i h@dm been here long when | was sure the
Lord was here with me. | was sitting in the
livingroom with some of the children, when one of
them stepped on my foot, which had been para-
lyzed with no feeling since 1959. | shouted, "Hey!

Do that agam. | could feel itl"

Ever since that time, | have been doing better
and better, and have left my cane behind.. | have
even been re-married for six months and am
working along side of my husband Robeﬁ White
at Sunshine Mountain.

| can truly testify that if you wuli turn your life
over, wholly and completely to him, | am sure he
will wallke with you and keep you in peace and
good health al! ihe rest of your life. It is @ wonder-
ful experience working ﬁor the Lord.[]

by Donna S. Bond

“For to me to live is Christ”
(Phil. 1:21) is a theme which all
Christians should follow in their
day-to-day lives, and the Shiloh
Jet Cadets (4th-6th grade youth)
were well rewarded for their

portrayal of that theme in the

annual Greater Bridgeton Area
Christmas Parade.

Frank Mulford, a relatively
new member of our church fam-
ily, had for some time felt that
the parade should proclaim the
true meaning of Christmas.
When he became involved with
the leadership of our Jet Cadet

- group in 1981, he took action on

his conviction with a three-float
Shiloh Jet Cadet entry in this
parade.

But it was in 1982 that the Jet
Cadets drove Mr. Mulford’s point
home. The festivities were
scheduled for Sunday afternoon,
November 28, with final prep-
arations waiting to be made
when a freezing rain forced the
postponement of the event until
the following Sunday, December

5. Naturally, there was a great

deal of disappointment and
some speculation as to whether

the parade would ever be held.

since, after all, December gen-
erally has worse weather than
November.

However, as “all things-work
together for good for those who
love the Lord,”” December 5 ar-
rived with sunny skies and 65

(Right) The Shiloh Jet Cadets: (Back
row, L to R) Julie Vanderslice, Karen
Lupton, Brenda Davis; (Front row) Mat-
thew Swank, Shelly Hunt, Scott DeCon.

(Lower Right) John the Baptist, played
by Toni Spanelli and Jesus, played by Tim
Bond.

(Below) Jesus, played by Phil Bond
with the children at his feet.

beautiful degrees. Spirits were

high as. spectators in their shirt-
sleeves lined the streets of
Bridgeton and little children beg-
ged their mommies for cotton
candy and balloons:

The 80 entries ranged from
marching bands to politicians

and pretty girls in convertibles to -

Santa throwing candy to the
Philly Fanatic and everything in
between.

After watching 58 of these

entries, Shiloh families were in
their glory as the first Jet Cadet
float rounded the corner an-
nouncing the theme, “’For to me
o live is Christ.” This float,

-pulled by Allen Davis, held three
| Continued on page 33
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THE SABBATH RECORDER YOUTH RRITING CONTEST
THE SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST CENTER
BOX +578

n , Qi == "‘as his custom was, he went into
the synagogue on the Sabbath day.” Luke 4:16

1. How often constitues “custom”?

Just because Jesus did, do | need to? |
What are the reasons for going to church?
Are they valid for everyone? Alwqys?
5. What are legitimate excuses for missing church? Snow storm? Slippery

weather? Confined to a wheel chair? Company that would feel uncom-
fortable at church? Other plans? What?

Since the establishment of the first Seventh Day Baptist church in England the
members, in Europe and the United States, have suffered persecution of one
type or another. - - ~ |

In 1878 Daniel C. Waldo was prosecuted for working on Sunday. The case
was carried to Pennsylvania State Supreme Court where a fine was imposed on
him. He believed it to be as much a-part of the Commandment to work six days

as it was to rest on the seventh.
Persecution grows less and less, but eternal vigilance alone can preserve the

fruits of past struggles and make victory complete.
Handbook of Information Concerning
Seventh Day Baptists 1948
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Produced by the Youth Ministries Committee of
the Board of Christian Educohon Alfred,
NY 14802 ‘

One of the most exciting things
about becoming.a Christian, is that
you become a member of a new
family (Eph. 2:19). This new family
includes all those who believe in,
and have accepted Jesus Christ as
Savior. God uses these family mem-
bers to watch over and help each
other grow in him. It is, therefore,
important for us to spend time getting
to know other Christians. In fact, God
wants us to do this (1 Cor. 12:25)!
Often this truth about fellowship is

overlooked or even ignored. Yet, one

of the most important parts of our
~ Christian life is fellowship!
What is fellowship and why s it

so important? Well, let's look at the

scriptures to see what we find. In

answering the question of “what is

re

fellowship, w_e find a rather simple

The Alfred 'ecume»nical Youth Fel-
lowship enjoyed their annual New
Years overnight party which was held

‘in the Davis gymnasium on the Alfred

University campus. There was a pro-
gram ot games and a tilm tor the

younger members of the fellowship
who were returned to their homes
soon after midnight.

The youth in seventh grade or older,
remained to play gomes and sports
until dawn. A place was provided for
those who wished to rest port of the
time.

Early breakfast, cooked by men of
the church, was served in the Seventh
Day Boptist parish house.’ At six
o’clock, 25 youth and five adults led
by YF sponsor, Mark Lawrence, return-
ed to their homes to celebrate New
Year’s Day by sleeping. [

answer as we have already seen in
1Cor. 12:24, 25. Fellowship is giving
and sharing with others in the Body,
caring for each other, and growing
together. It is a communion with each
other and with God. lots of people

think that fellowship is just a gathering -
“or a get together,

like a church
supper, or going rollerskating. These
are certainly parts of fellowship, but
as we can see, it goes far beyond
just that. |

There are many reasons why fel-
lowship is important but, for this
study, we will deal with four basic
ones. The first reason for fellowship
is that God wants you to be careful
about who you turn to for advice
(Psalm 1:1-2). God wants you to make
sure that you are drawing your closest
friendships from those who have Christ
in their hearts (1 Cor. 15:33, Prov. 13:
20). We also know the pressures we
feel from the world, but good Christian
fellowship helps us to overcome them!

A second reason for fellowship is
to encourage our brothers and sisters
to live for Christ (Heb. 10:24, 25).
The day when the Lord is coming back
is indeed getting closer and Satan is
working especially hard in this world.
We need others even more, for en-
couragement and to help us to be
more effective. ‘

A third reason for fellowship is to
help us when we fall away from
God (Eccles. 4:9-12, 2 Tim. 2:22).
There are many problems that we go
through which are impossible for us
to handle all by ourselves. We are
encouraged to first seek help from
God through prayer (Phil. 4:6), then
God can use our brothers and sisters
to help us. This help stems from
fellowship.

A fourth basic reason why fellow-
ship is important is that there is

~cluding

power where people are gathered in
the name of Jesus Christ. Think of
the power that God can show: when
two or more of his children are
agreeing in prayer. It has been said
that if all of God’s children agreed in
prayer through Jesus, that the world
could, literally, be turned upside
down! We  have a powerful God
(Dan. 4:35)! | :

Let’s take a look at an example of
fellowship as it was taking place in
the first church in the book of Acts.
Here, God formed a group of caring,
loving, sharing people from a group
of frightened, selfish, confused in-
dividuals. First and foremost, they had
one universal foundation or center for
their community. That was the saving
grace of Jesus Christ and the work
of his Holy Spirit in their lives (Acts
2:38-41). The community was based on
a very important relationship that eve-
ry individual had. God had called
them to a relationship with Jesus
Christ (1 Cor. 1:9). They were also
continually devoting themselves to
four things. These were the teaching
of the apostles, fellowship, breaking
of bread and prayer. This constant
devotion resulted in many fruits in-
“adding to their numbers
daily” those who were being saved
(Acts 2:46, 47)!

Believe it or not, this same thing
can and does apply to us today.
If we will center our fellowship only
on Christ as our head, and consistently
devote ourselves to God’s Word, our
fellowship, never taking for granted
what Christ has done for us and
prayer, then we can and will experi-
ence the same blessings.

True fellowship involves really lov-
ing and caring for each other. By
this, others outside will truly know that

Continued on next page

Kmschwwz Rev A.G., Was
Christ Crucified On Friday...

Or?

Kruschwitz, 1952poperback 143 pages
A book in pursuit of the Sabbath truth

as presented in scriptures rather than
the traditions of men.
Check your religious bookstore.
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@M@ %@E@ === ‘s his custom was, he went into
| the synagogue on the Sabbath day.” Luke 4:16

1 1. How often constitues “custom’’?
i 2. Just because Jesus did, do | need to?
| 3. What are the reasons for going to church?

| 4. Are they valid for everyone? Always?

?’ 5. What are legitimate excuses for missing church? Snow storm? Slippery

weather? Confined to a wheel chair? Company that would feel uncom-
fortcb|e at church'? O?her plons'? Whot'?

type or another.

| as it was to rest on the seventh. .

. Since the establishment of the first Seventh Day Baptist church in England the
| members, in Europe and the United States, have suffered persecution of one

| In 1878 Daniel C. Waldo was prosecuted for working on Sunday. The case
| was carried to Pennsylvania State Supreme Court where a fine was imposed on
! him. He believed it to be as much a part of the Commandment to work six days

Persecution grows less and less, but eternal wqﬂonce alone can preserve the
| fruits of past struggles and make victory complete.

we are dlsc1ples of Christ {John 13:
34-35). This includes loving all of
our brothers and sisters in Christ, not
just those who are so called “socially
acceptable pleasing” or your type
(Rom. 15:1-2). Christ died for all peo-
ple (Rev. 3:20).

Praise God that he has given us a
family so that we can love and be
loved, care and be cared for, and
grow together! Llet's not freat our
fellowship lightly; forgetting its impor-
tance. Do you truly want to grow with
God? True Christians’ fellowship is
guaranteed to make it not only possi-
ble, but in fact, probable! ]

Handbook of Information Concerning
Seventh Day Baptists 1948




N

30

Thy Word is a light....

- o |
i?:? | Aoy Clare

Craig Mix and | were in Jamai-
ca as the result of an invitation
for an American representative
to attend the Annual Congress
of the Seventh Day Baptist Youth

League. The Memorial Board
Trustees made it possible to ac-
“cept the invitation and the Youth

Ministri'es ‘Committee of the

Before we went fo Jamalco
we were told the group ages
would range from 14 to 30, or
older. Because .Youth in our
churches usually indicate late
teens and early 20’s, | was pre-
pared to work with older teen-
‘agers as the largest group with
a few younger and older, Most of
the participants, however, were
in their late 20’s and early 30’s.
The younger ones listened with-
out taking an active part or
played outside the church during
-much of the time. The girls were

“pressed into ‘service as baby-
~sitters for the young adults who

brought their families with them.

" These babies were much loved
and a happy addition to the
. situation.

~There is a greot interest in
improving family relationships as
evidenced in two programs held

in addition to the business meet-

ings. One afternoon two work-

~ shops were held, one discussed |
~ the area of the engaged and the |
“other; marriage. A third, on sin- I

‘gles, was planned but no dele-

~ gates chose to attend that one.

A dnscussnon time was held when

 the two groups shared some of

the ideas dlscussed in the smaller

- groups.

For the second program Craig

“and | gave talks on Love, Court-
| ship ond Mornoge to a most

ottenhve audience.

One of the highlights of the

Congress was the banquet held
in honor of Rev. David Mclean.
He graduated from a theological
seminary and is presently a pas-
tor of one of the churches as
well as doing radio outreach.
The members of the Youth
League have a special interest in

. Pastor Mclean because. they

raised one-half of the money
required for his expenses while

in school.

Some of the significant results
of our visit to Jamaica are a
better understanding of their cul-
ture by us, and ours by them. We
were able to discover some of
their needs and will continue to -
minister to them by mail. There
was an interest aroused in our
Young Adult Pre-Con and Gener-
al Conference. One of the young
men indicated he would plan to
attend. L] |

TEACHERS' MINI-LAB
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minister to people around us.

Reconciliation.

‘May God bless your special celebration of worshnp in

prayer and fasting. [

J
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- May 21, 1983 has been desngnoted asSabbath Renewol Day.
It is a day when special thanks should be given for the

“great gift of the Sabbath which has been given mankind.
i Also, Seventh Day Baphst history, bellefs and practices could be

It is logical that a specnol time for prayer should be a part of
the celebration of God’s presence in the gift of the Sabbath.

~ May 22, 1983, has been set apart as a day for denominational
prayer and fasting. This is a day for spiritual renewal, a time to
grow closer to God and give thanks for his special blessings. It is
a time to make confession of corporate and individual sins and
ask for forgiveness. Petitions for help in healing hurts within
and without the congreganon are appropriate as we attempt to

Although several Seventh Day Baptist churches and mdnvnd
vals have found joy in spending hours praying and fasting, to
many, this is a new concept of worship.

Christian educators; teachers, pastors, youth group leaders
and other leaders could be the key to greater understanding
and use of this special day by discussing prayer and fasting and
organizing a special event for the weekend.
| The Board of Christian Education has produced a tri-fold
| which will be available to churches for giving each family of

their congregation. The tri-folds suggest four themes which may

be used for group, family, or individual meditation. The themes
i are: Forgiveness, Personal Spiritual Renewal, Prayer Ministry of
| Your local Church, Proclaim the Sabbath, and the Ministry of

The Sabbath Recorder

by Craig Mix

The eighth annual Jamaican
SDB Youth League Congress was
held December 28 through J an-
vary 2 at the Albion Mountain
SDB church in St. Mary.

About 35 delegates and 15

visitors gathered to conduct busi-

ness and have fellowship with
one another. Brother Milton
Wright, president of the' league,
presided. The youth were privi-
leged to have the Jamaican
Seventh Day Baptist Conference
President, Rev. V.R. Smith, as a

In Unit | we renewed our
conviction of the superior quality
of the Christian fellowship. Now
we are concerned to look at
the way traditional and preju-
dicial barriers are met and over-
come.

Age, for a person or a nation,
can produce helpful tracks by
which newcomers can learn from
the successes and failures of
the past generations. Sometimes
these tracks become deep ruts
that almost demand that oncom-
ing generations practice what
their elders did.

New Testament records tell us
that Jesus the Christ began
getting people out of the ruts by
which legalism bound them. He
confronted every form of depen-
dence on imposed rule. Instead,
he showed how to use a loving
spirit. He gave his followers the
power to radiate God’s Spirit
into their new church as a body
and also into the world around
them.

guest speaker. He also made for-
mal declaration of the opening
of the session. u
According to Wright, the
league is facing a pivotal year.
Because of an apparent lack of
communication between the 28
participating fellowships and a
seemingly apathetic attitude
coming from the members, much
frustration was felt on the part
of the president and other execu-
tives. The Fellowship Interaction
Committee ‘met throughout the
week to discuss this problem.

A number of suggestions were

To fulfill Isaiah’s prophecy that
he had used in Nazareth (lIsa.
61:1, 2), the living Christ enabled
his followers to: bring reconcil-
ing good news to outsiders, rise
above pharisaic methods, over-
come enmity and move into the
Roman world with wise compas-
sion. Thus the lessons of this
unit unfold.

Lesson 6 April 9, 1983
Good News For Enemies
Scripture Base: Acts 11:2-18
Key Verse: Then to the Gen-
tiles also God has granted
repentance unto life. Acts
11:18

Lesson 7
Missionaries On The Move
Scripture Base: Acts 13:1-3; 14:
8-18
Key Verse: | have set you to be
a light for the Gentiles, that
you may bring salvation to
the uttermost parts of the
earth. Acts 13:47

presented by the committee.

The league has also launched
an $10,000 tab-drive to raise
funds for the renovation of their
Maiden Hall camp facility. They
have national endorsement for
the drive and hope to get it
off the ground in the near future.
It was voted that the annual

league dues be raised in order .
to raise the budget and to assist

in the drive. |

Milton Wright was reelected
president and Navel Harley con-
tinues to serve as general advisor
of the league. [

Lesson 8 April 23, 1983
Good News For All People
Scripture Base: Acts 15:4-21
Key Verse: For in Christ neither
circumcision nor uncircum-
cision is of any avail, but
faith working through love.
Gal. 5:6

Lesson 9 - April 30, 1983
Giant Steps Into Europe
Scripture Base: Acts 16:9-18
Key Verse: There is neither
Jew nor Greek, there is nei-
ther slave nor free, there is
neither male nor female, for
you are all one in Christ

Jesus. Gal. 3:28

Lesson 10 May 7, 1983

April 16, 1983  Conflict in Corinth

Scripture Base: Acts 18:1, 4-17

Key Verse: Do not be afraid,
but speak and do not be si-
lent; for | am with you, and
no man shall attack you to
harm you; for I have many
peaple in this city. Acts 18:
9-10.01

3]
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Life at the SDB Center
by Leanne Lippincott

A lot of nice, nifty people
work here at the SDB Center —
Ethel Dickinson, for instance.

Ethel wears many hats, includ-
\ing secretary to Executive Secre-
-tary Dale Thorngate. She’s also
head of the Center’s secretarial
- pool. Or, in the words of a fellow
employee, ‘‘the secretarial pud-
~dle,” depending on the number
of secretaries secretarying at the
time. L

Every once in awhile, | call

Ethel “mom” because she ex-
hibits so many maternal charac-

teristics. She’s always smiling
and saying things like “See you
in church,” or “Hope you feel
better,” or “Have a nice day.”

It's a tough job -- putting up |

oaetans v

with all that warmth and love --
but somebody has to do it.

Of course, Ethel does have her

darker side. |

When | first started wrifing
Off Center, | asked each Center
employee if he or she had any
objections to being mentioned
in my column. (At the time, my
innocent victims had no idea
what they were letting them-
selves in for.) Ethel indicated she
really didn’t mind, but she kept
muttering something about
having her own lawyer; one who
specializes in libel cases, | os-

.. who's the

son anyone would ac-

cuse of hiding the ice

'sume. The grin on her face was
‘as sinister and threatening as the

tone of her voice. |
" In addition to her maternal
instincts, Ethel is innovative,
generous and unpredictable.

- For example, one day | walked
into the lunchroom just as Ethel
was lifting the lid off the large
coffee maker.

- ""Are you dumping the
grounds,” | casually asked.

“No, just getting my bread,”
Ethel replied. -

When | asked if she always
stores bread in coffee pots, Ethel

‘patiently explained that the pot

was full of hot water and that she
was using the steam to thaw a
slice of frozen bread.

It's an innovative technique, to
say the least, but | have this
recurring nightmare that some-
day somebody’s going to empty
the coffee maker and acciden-
tally dump two TV dinners, a
quart of frozen strawberries and
a 20 |b. turkey.

As for generous, who else but
Ethel would supply free Johnson
and Johnson Band-Aids® every-
time | cut my very dull fingers

- with very sharp X-acto® blades.

(I always decline the tourni-
quets. )

Then there’s Ethel’s unpredict-
ability. | |

One day, Gene Davis furnish-
ed the ingredients for a special
treat at break time. After several
staff members had gathered in
the lunchroom to build zero-
calorie diet sodas,  someone
alertly noticed that the ice cream
had disappeared.

All things considered, who’s
the last person anyone would
accuse of hiding the ice cream?

Ethel, of course.

And, as it turned out, who was

the culprit who committed the

dastardly deed?

Ethel, of course.

She nonchalantly waltzed into
the library and smugly returned
with the kidnapped-carton.

Since I've always known that
Ethel has her darker side, |
wasn’t shocked by her thievery.
But, frankly, | was totally
stunned when | found out that
“mom” Ethel hadn’t put the ice
cream in the coffee pot![]

Denver, Colo.
John D. Bevis, Pastor

By Baptism:
Jim Edwards

By Testimony:
Johnnie Burbank
Shannon Burbank
Tim Burbank
Leslie Patrow
Terry Patrow

By Letter:
Doreen Sanford

Dodge Center, Minn.
Paul B. Osborn, Pastor

By Baptism:
Brenda Bonser

White Cloud, Mich.

Lawrence Watt, Pastor

By Baptism:
Kelly Alger
Corena Alger

By Letter:
Minnie Vile
Lawrence Watt

Elvik.--A daughter, Rebecca Jane Elvik,
was born to lvan and Edith (Rosa)
Elvik on June 7, 1982.

Caricao.--A daughter, Marisa Jean Cari-
cato, was born to Marse and Melanie
(Lewis) Caricato on June 18, 1982

8nyder.--A daughter, Chelsea Marie, Sny-
der, was born to David and Beverly
(Austin) Snyder of Alfred, N.Y., on
August 28, 1982.

Soper.--A daughter, Jamie Lynn Soper,

was born to Earl and Beverly (Hamble-
ton) Soper on November 4, 1982.

Davis.--A daughter, Holly Rebecca Davis,
was born to Ronald and Christine
(Pederson) Davis on November 17,
1982.

fcVay.--A daughter, Crystal Lynne Mc-
Vay, was born to Jay and Lynne
(Rymer) McVay on December 9, 1982.

Babcock.--A daughter, Karla Marie Bab-
cock, was born to William and Nancy
Babcock on December 22, 1982.

McGrow.--A ‘son, Andrew David Mc-

Graw, was born to Roger and Sandy
(Snyder) McGraw of Alfred, N.Y., on
December 31, 1982,

May.--A daughter, Hali Dyann May, was
born to Charles ““Chip” and Julie
(Welch) May on January 3, 1983.

Kuzenka.--A son, Kyle Maine Kuzenka,
was born to Karl and Wendy (Harrison)
Kuzenka of Exeter, R.1., on January 16,
1983.

Calhoun.--A daughter, Sara Elizabeth
Calhoun, was born to George and
Lannette Calhoun of Alfred, N.Y., on
February 16, 1982,

‘Barber-Stoeckel.--Brian A Barber, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Barber, and
Michele Stoeckel, daughter of Syl-

vester and Shirley (Stebbins) Stoeckel, -

all of Dodge Center, Minn., were
united in marriage in a private cere-
mony at the church. Pastor Paul B,
Osborn officiated.

Wheeler-McGurk.--Dale Wheeler and
Wendy McGurk were united in mar-
riage on December 27, 1982, in the
First Baptist Church of Chanute, Kan.,
by Pastor Paul B. Osborn.

Whitlock-Farley.--Kenneth A. Whitlock
and Beth A. Farley were united in
marriage on January 8, 1983, .in the
Seventh Day Baptist Church in River-
side, Calif. Rev. Alton L. Wheeler, as
pastor, officiated. '

Memphis, Tenn.
Rosa Martin

Bonnie Smith
Tom Milner

Continued from page 27

grade

four-foot discs, each bearing the
name of a Jet Cadet squadron:
Sky Darts, Thunder Jetters, and
Lightning Dodgers. Representa-
tives from the squadrons sur-
rounded the discs, flying the

Christian flag. |

Living in Christ means follow-

“ing his example, as depicted on

the second of our entries built on
a flatbed from Ed’s Body Shop.
“Follow me and be baptized”
was printed on the sides of the
float with three Jet Cadets wit-
nessing the baptism (by imm-
ersion) of Jesus (portrayed by
Tim Bond) by John the Baptist

~ (Louis Spinelli).

A third facet of the theme was
carried out on a wagon from
Bender’'s Body Shop with Jesus
(Phil Bond) speaking to his fol-
lowers (all Jet Cadets). To live in
Christ, we must first listen to_his
word .and then, as the sign di-
rects, “Come unto me.”’

Topping off a perfect day of
witnessing to the community a-
bout a life in Christ, was the
announcement that the Shiloh
Jet Cadets were to receive a
plaque for taking first place a-
mong the five religious entries.
God had first given us a beauti-
ful day ofter an earlier disap-
pointment and then had given a
tangible reward to the Jet Cadets
and their families for proclaim-
ing ““for to me to live is Christ.”’ []

)
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MUE‘ph .--Amella Smlth Murphy died August 4, 1982 at the

age of 89. She was born March 9, 1893, to Wilbur
“and Bertha Smith and was a member of the
Ashaway Seventh Day Baptist Church.

Survivors include nieces and nephews.

Burial was in Oak Grove Cemetery, Ashaway.

Gavitt.--John Wesley Gavitt of Potter Hill Road in Westerly,
R.l., was born June 6, 1916, and passed away
January 26, 1983, at the age of 66 after several
months of declining health.

John grew up in Westerly and in the Pawcatuck Seventh Day
Baptist Church in Westerly. He served faithfully as a member
and for 41 years as a deacon in the church. He was known in the
church for his children’s messages and his warm handshakes.
He was a man of principle who pointed with safisfaction to a
record of over 45 years employment wnhout working one Sab-
bath. :

John worked as a machinist at The Cottrell. Compony in
Pawcatuck, Conn., from which he retired one and a half years

ago. Even at work he was known as “Deacon John,” which

enabled others at work to separate him from the other John

Gavitts there.
He is survived by his Wlfe Annie Moffn Gavitt; two sonsand a

daughter, David E. Gavitt Qf Westerly, Thomas W. Gavitt of

Stonington, Conn., and Martha J. Jordon of Carolinag, R.I.;
three brothers and two sisters, Munson Gavitt of Westerly, Rev.
Stanton Gavitt of Old Orchard Beach, Maine, Rev. Joseph
Gavitt of Warren, Ohio, Ruth Brown of Pawcatuck, and Thelma
Shafer of Fitchburg, Mass.; six granddaughters and one grand-
son. .

The funeral service was held on Sabbath, January 29, ot the
Buckler-Johnston Funeral Home in Westerly with his pastor,
Rev. Dale E. Rood, officiating. Interment was in the First
Hopkinton Cemetery near Meeting House Bridge in Ashaway,
R.I. DER

ng --Floy M. King, 84, was born August 28, 1898, in
Salemville, Pa., to Edwin S. and Bertie (Kagarise)
Dimond and dled at Nason Hospital, Roaring
Spring, Pa., February 4, 1983, after a brief illness.
She was preceded in deoth by her husband, H. loyd, and a
son and a daughter.

Surviving are two sons, Eugene D..and Eddie H. of New
Enterprise, and three granddaughters.

Mrs. King was an active member and deaconess of the Ger-
man Seventh Day Baptist Church in Salemville, where services
were held for her February 6, 1983, with her pastor, Kent L.
Martin, officiating. KLM

The Doyto.nd Beach (Fla.)
Seventh Day Baptist Church has
been reaching out in a number

give one percent of their annual
budget to Salem College. -
~ They are aiding small groups
in many parts of Florida includ-
ing a group of Sabbdthkeepers
in Bradenton, Fla., and another tracts.
group at Carraway, Fla. |
Correspondent Clara’ Beebe
reports that the sanctuary of the
church has had some improve-
ments including, ““tract racks and
two beautiful hand-crafted
cabinets.”’[J - |

Perhaps you came to know Christ,
became a better Christian,
learned important facts on a particular question,
or discovered SDBs because of tracts.
Maybe you have used tracts in personal witnessing,

of ways. bringing people to Christ,
At their recent annual church or to a better understanding of the Sabbath,
business meeting, they voted to or of SDBs

Whatever your unique experience with tracts, write a
brief account of it and send it to the ASTS Publications
Committee. The testimonies will be used in a future
Sabbath Recorder article about the benefits of using

Send testimonies to: |
Dorothy Parrott, Publications Chrm.
12264 6 Mile Road

Battle Creek, Ml 49017

...cAnd, seeing the long church year before them, and knowing the awe-
some role that music must play in the mrshnp services that lay ahead,
the choir director called together the singers and spake to them, saying:

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, those who are willing to blend their voices
into a harmonious ensemble, for theirs is the music of heaven.

L8

‘Blessed are they that mourn when forced to miss rehearsal, but call to in-

form the director of their anticipated absence, for in these fanthfuﬁ few
shall the director find comfort. | '

‘Blessed are the meek, who submit themselves to foliowmg the director, for
they shall merit great worth.

‘Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after rehearsaﬁs are concluded,
bringing with them nenther gum nor goodnes, for they shall be filled

with musnc.

Blessed are the merciful, who take pity on the music’s composer, careful to
read the original notes, follow the original time, proclaim resoundingly
the original message, for they shall obtain mercy from dmcmmmatmg

CNUCS.

‘Bﬁessed are the pure in pitch, in tone, in enunciation, for their voices shall
blend in moving harmames, enabling others to envision God.

‘Blessed are the music»makers, for they shall be called heralders of God.

‘Blessed are ye singers when the director shall seem to persecute you for the
sake of the final rendition; be patient and rejmce, for of such

perfection is the music of heaven.

‘Blessed are ye when other choirs shall revile you, and turn their ears from
you, and say all manner of evil against you jealously. Rejoice, and be
exceeding glad, for great is your reward in heavenly satisfaction that
you have sung faithfully and well — for so disparaged they the great
singers who were before you .... perhaps even that ‘Bethlehem choir of

cAngel voices!

~— John (fayton
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