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Texarkana Silver 
Anniversary 

To all members, former 
members and friends of the 
Texarkana, Arkansas, 
Seventh Day Baptist Church: 
You are invited to a celebration 
service commemorating the sil­
ver anniversary of the organiza­
tion of the Texarkana SDBchurch, 
to be held on March 17, 1984. 
Morning and afternoon services 
will be held as well as a fel.low­
ship dinner at noon. 

Sincerely, 
Lura Craw, Church Crerk 

SDB 
Logo 
Patches 

These colorfu I patches 
are for sale from the 
Nortonville, KS, Youth 
Fellowship. 

If you would like a patch, 
send $2.00 to: 
SOB Youth Fellowship 
% Michael Looper 
320 Maple Ave. 
Leavenworth, KS 66048 
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Summer ChristIan rvlct Corps 

It I""lonl 
The Summer Christian Service Corps, which was 

started 20 years ago when a teomfrorJ1 Milton was 
sent to Metairie, la., will celebrate its t~odecadesof 
existence with a reunion during Conferenc:e'84 in 
BelOit, Wis. A dinne~ meeting for all SCSCers, other 
dad icatedservice workers and theirtro ining directors 
will be heldfuesdoy, August], 1984. 

The Women's 'Board -,.thesPOhsoring agency of 
sesc - is moiling out qU$stlonnairesfocurrent and 
former SCSCers to help determine the imp.Qct of sese 
and plan for the future. Anyone knoWing the where .. 
abouts of any of the follOWing· SCSCersjs asked to 
contact the SOB Center, 3120 Kennedy ROQd, P.O. 

. Box 1678, Janesville,Wl53547. 
Addresse. NetdechJohn Barber, Becky BuUs, Cathy Clarke,. Mary Sue 

Davis, Fawzia Drake, Betty EnQs, Jocelyn Fletcher, JIm Gordner, Robin 
Gorton, Malchle Gould, Francis Hatnc;oat, laurie Horton, Butch Kopak, 
Helene Nelson, Edward V.Page, Debbie Perry, Mrs. Mark L. Simmons, 
Carol Soper, Norma Jean Thomas, Cynthia Weith, Carol Pinder, Gary 
Hemminger and Robert Garton. 0 

Send Nominations for the 

Robe of chieve 

Texarkana Silver 
Anniversary 

To all members, former 
members and friends of the 
Texarkana, Arkansas, 
Seventh Day Baptist Church: 

Mrs. Jean Lewis 
5060 Sierra 

Riverside, CA 90504 

.. boys and girls clubs 
"* Christian day schools '* diScipleship training * evangelism training '* leadership training 
'* home meetings 

SDB 
logo 
Patches 

These colorful patches 
are for sale from the, 
Nortonvi lie, KS, Youth 
Fellowship. 

If you would like a patch, 
send $2.00 to: 
SOB Youth Fellowship 
% Michael Looper 
320 Maple Ave. 
Leavenworth, KS 66048 

ent 

'* new member orientation 
.. outreach '* pre-marital counseling 
'* stewardship classes 
'* youth groups 
*' Sabbath School 

You are invited to a celebration 
service commemorating the sil­
ver anniversary of the organiza­
tion of the Texarkana SDBchurch, 
to be held on March 17, 1984. 
Morning and afternoon services 
will be held as well as a feUow-

Call or write for a catalog. One tape (use for seven days) = 
$10.00. Two topes (7 days)=$9.00 each. Three or more 
(7 days) =$8.00 each. 

ship dinner at noon. 

Sincerely, 
Lura Craw, Church Clerk 
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Power for Evangelism 

The academic world is for­
ever defining terms, usually to 
the boredom of the rest of the 
world. However, there is one 
term whose definition has a 
direct bearing on the ministry 
of the church: evangelism. The 
way in which you, the church, 
define evangelism will have 
direct bearing on the way that 
you do evangelism and on your 
success in evangelism. 

Recent definitions of 
evangelism have been ac­
cumulative. To Presence 
Evangelism, we add Pro~ 
c/amation Evangelism and 
Persuasion .Evangelism. 
Thanks must be given to Dr. C. 
Peter Wagner for these three 
elements of evangelism. Unless 
our definition of evangelism in­
cludes all three of these ele­
ments, our goal in evangelism 
and our results from evangelism 
will be inadequate. 

Presence or 1-1' Evangelism. 

Presence Evangelism focuses 
on dOing good in the name of 
Christianity or Christ. This 
emphasizes witnessing with 
our deeds to the non-Christian 
world. This is, of course, a 
Scriptural mandate. This form 
of evangelism strives to have a 
Christian "presence" as a 
witness to the love and grace 
of G·od. 

Seventh Day Baptists have 
been an active Christian 
"presence" through various 
social ministries. The fine 
medical work of Seventh Day . 
Baptists in Malawi, today, is a 
good example of Presence 
Evangelism. (See The Sabbath 
Recorder, January, 1984.) Yet, 
our work in Malawi and in other 
parts of the world is more than 
a mere Christian presence. To 
this presence is added Pro-

Rod Henry 

clamation Evangelism. 
Proclamation or 2-P Evan­

gelism. In Proclamation or 2-P 
Evangelism, the gospel is 
presented so that people hear 
and understand God's mes­
sage of salvation in Christ. This' 
2-P Evangelism moves beyond 
mere presence to presence 
and proclamation of the gospel 
message. It adds good words 
to good deeds. The goal of 
Proclamation or 2-P Evan­
gelism is decisions for Christ. 

Persuasion or 3-P Evan­
gelism. Persuasion evan­
gelism has as its goal the 
incorporation into the 
fellowship of the church those 
who make decisions for Christ. 
This definition goes beyond 
the decisions of 2-P (Pro­
clamation) Evangelism. 
Evangelism is not complete 
until people are disci pled into 
the body of Christ and into a 
fellowship of believers. 

Though "persuasion" has a 
sort of manipulative connota­
tion, it is none the less a 
Biblical term meaning, "to win 
another to a point of view." 
(There are five references to 
persuasion in the context of 
evangelism iQ the Book of Acts. 
See Acts 13:43, 17:4, 18.:4, 
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26:28, and 28:23,24.) 
Presence 1-P Evangelism 

has as its goal, "good deeds." 
Proclamation 2-P Evangelism 
adds to this goal, "good 
decisions." Persuasion 3-P 
Evangelism takes both of these 
goals and adds the goal of 
"good disciples." 

There are many churches 
and a few missions organiza­
tions which define evangelism 
in terms of Christian presence 
only (1-P Evangelism). The 
goal of this form of evangelism 
is helping people and the 
results .are measured in terms 
of how many hospitals, 
schools, self-help projects, 
etc., are set up for the people. If 
people come to know Christ as 
a result of that ministry they are 

But I do believe that 
the typical evangel icol 
model with its program 
orientation is incom­
plete. 

• 

happy, but that is not the 
criteria for evaluating the. 
effectiveness of the ministry. 

Most evangelicals exemplify 
the 2-P model and definition of 

. evangelism. The focus of their 
evangelism is the proclamation 
of the gospel. Their goal is to 
so present the gospel message 
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that people mal<e decisions for 
Christ. In this model results 
are measured in terms of how 
many decisions were made for 
Christ. If these decisions for 
Christ find their way into the 
fellowship of a church this is 
certainly desirable, but again 
this is not the standard for 
evaluating the ministry. 

The Persuasion Evangelism 
definition and model is not 
satisfied until the person who 
has made a decision for Christ 
~s disci pled into the fellovJship 
01 the local church. Its goal is 
fellowship in the body of Christ 
and all results are measured by 
the number of believers who 
have been effectively incorpor­
ated into the church. 

The goal of evangelism 
should be nothing less than the 
incorporation of new believers 
into responsible membership 
in the body of Christ. If our 
definition of evangelism is less 

than that of Persuasion Evan­
gelism, then our goal will be 
less than effective discipleship 
and church membership. 

Persuasion Evangelism 
provides the church the fullest 
definition and model for 
evangelism. The method of 
evangelism which you and 
your church choose will 
depend largely on whether you 
are program oriented or power 
oriented. 

Most churches today are 
program oriented in their evan­
gelism. They. have chosen to 
spread the gospel largely by 
the use of one-way communi­
cation which is largely 
message-:centered. Th is 
message-centered, one-way 
communication is taken door.;. 
to-door together with Bibles 
and tracts. Is it effective? The 
answer is yes. 

I do not believe. that the 
church who is working with a 5 



Power for Evange~ism 

The academic world is for­
ever defining terms, usually to 
the boredom of the rest of the 
world. However, there is one 
term whose definition has a 
direct bearing on the ministry 
of the church: evangelism. The 
way in which you, the church, 
define evangelism will have 
direct bearing on the way that 
you do evangelism and on your 
success in evangelism. 

Recent definitions of 
evangelism have been ac­
cumulative. To Presence 
Evangelism, we add Pro­
clamation Evangelism and 
Persuasion Evangelism. 
Thanks must be given to Dr. C. 
Peter Wagner for these three 
elements of evangelism. Unless 
our definition of evangelism in­
cludes all three of these ele­
ments, our goal in evangelism 
and our results from evangelism 
will be inadequate. 

Presence lOr 1-P Evangelism. 

Presence Evangelism focuses 
on doing good in the name of 
Christianity or Christ. This 
emphasizes witnessing with 
our deeds to the non-Christian 
world. This is, of course, a 
Scriptural mandate. This form 
of evangelism strives to have a 
Christian "presence" as a 
witness to the love and grace 
of God. 

. Seventh Day Baptists have 
been an active Christian 
"presence" through various 
social ministries. The fine 
medical work of Seventh Day 
Baptists in Malawi, today, is a 
good example of Presence 
Evangelism. (See The Sabbath 
Recorder, January, 1984.) Yet, 
our work in Malawi and in other 
parts of the world is more than 
a mere Christian presence. To 
this presence is added Pro-

Rod Henry 

clamation Evangelism. 
Pmciamaii()n or 2-P Evan­

gelism. In Proclamation or 2-P 
Evangelism, the gospel is 
presented so that people hear 
and understand God's mes­
sage of salvation in Christ. This 
2-P Evangelism moves beyond 
mere presence to presence 
and proclamation of the gospel 
message. It adds good words 
to good deeds. The goal of 
Proclamation or 2-P Evan­
gelism is decisions for Christ. 

Persuasion or 3-P Evan­
gelism. Persuasion evan­
gelism has as its goal the 
incorporation into the 
fellowship of the church those 
who make decisions for Christ. 
This definition goes beyond 
the decisions of 2-P (Pro­
clamation) Evangelism. 
Evangelism is not complete 
until people are disci pled into 
the body of Christ and into a 
~IIowship of believers. 

/' Though "persuasion" has a 
sort of mani pulative con nota­
tion, it is none the less a 
Biblical term meaning, "to win 
another to a point of view." 
(There are five references to 
persuasion in the context of 
evangelism in the Book of Acts. 
See Acts 13:43, 17:4, 184, 
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26:28, and 28:23,24.) 
Presence 1-P Evangelism 

has as its goal, "good deeds." 
Proclamation 2-P Evangelism 
adds to this goal, "good 
decisions." Persuasion 3-P 
Evangelism takes both of these 
goals and adds the goal of 
"good disciples." 

There are many churches 
and a few missions organiza­
tions which define evangelism 
in terms of Christian presence 
only (1-P Evangelism). The 
goal of this form of evangelism 
is helping people and the 
results are measured in terms 
of how many hospitals, 
schools, self-help projects, 
etc., are set up for the people. If 
people come to know Christ as 
a result of that ministry they are 

But I do believe that 
the typical evongeJico! 
rnodel vvith its progrofYJ 

orienl'otion IS mcorn­

plete. 
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happy, but that is not the 
criteria for evaluating the 
effectiveness of the ministry. 

Most evangelicals exemplify 
the 2-P model and definition of 
evangelism. The focus of their 
evangelism is the proclamation 
of the gospel, Their goal is to 
so present the gospel message 
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that people make decisions for 
Christ. In this model results 
are measured in terms of how 
m any decisions were made for 
Christ. If these decisions for 
Christ find their way into the 
fellowship of a church this is 
certainly desirable, but again 
th is is not the standard for 
evaluating the ministry. 

The Persuasion Evangelism 
defi nition and model is not 
satisfied until the person who 
has made a decision for Christ 
is discipled into the fellowship 
of the local church. Its goal is 
fellowship in the body of Christ 
and all results are measured by 
the number of believers who 
have been effectively incorpor­
ated into the church. 

The goal of evangelism 
should be nothing less than the 
incorporation of new believers 
into responsible membership 
in the body of Christ. If our 
definition of evangelism is less 

than that of Persuasion Evan­
gelism, then our goal will be 
less than effective discipleship 
and church membership. 

Persuasion Evangelism 
provides the church the fullest 
definition and model for 
evangelism. The. method of 
evangelism which you and 
your church choose will 
depend largely on whether you 
are program oriented or power 
oriented. 

Most churches today are 
program oriented in their evan­
gelism. They. have c,hosen to 
spread the' gospel largely by 
the use of one-way communi­
cation which is largely 
me s sag 8- c en t ere d . T his 
message-centered, one-way 
communication is taken door­
to-door together with Bibles 
and tracts. Is it effective? The 
answer is yes. 

I do not believe that the 
church who is working with a 5 



program orientation to 
evangelism is doing anything 
wrong. But I do believe that the 
typical evangelical model with 
its prog ram orientation is 
incomplete. I believe that the 
missing ingredient to effective 
evangelism is plOwer. Power 
for witness rs the theme of 
Jesus' last words on earth 
before He ascended to the 
right hand of God, the Father. 
You shall receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be. my 
witnesses both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and even unto the remotest 
part of the earth. 

(Acts 1:8) 
This is merely a reiteration 

of the theme of the Great Com­
mission found in Matthew 
28:18-20. In that text Jesus 
declares that he has received 
"all" authority and power and 
he promises that he will be with 
us "always" as we "go, there­
fore, and make disciples." 

We should be concerned 
with power in evangelism 
because all evangelism in­
volves a power encounter 
with the "god of this world," 
Satan. Salvation and evangel­
ism require spiritual warfare 
more than logic and reasoning. 

The Bible tells us that Satan 
is working in the lives of 
unbelievers to accomplish his 
purpose (Ephesians 2:1-3). We 
are further told that Satan, the 
"god of this world has blinded 
the minds of the unbelieving, 
that they might not see the light 
of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ." (2 Corinthians 4:4). 
The unbeliever lives under the 
rule and' authority of Satan in. 
the "domain of darkness" 

6 (Colossians 1:13). 

, 
I 

The'ministry of Jesus and 
later the Apostles was charac­
terized by Persuasion Evangel­
ism with a power orientation. 
Wherever they went they 
proclaimed the message in 
power and demonstrated that 
power by healing the sick and 
casting out demons. Their 
demonstration of power had 
the purpose of bringing men 
and women into relationship 
with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Power was not an end in itself, 
which is often the case today. It 
was power with an evangelistic 
purpose. 

God has promised us, his 
church, this same power. He 
promised us power for witness 
in Acts 1 :8, but we see little of 
that power in the evangelism of 
the church. Only God's power 
will be able to free the 
unbeliever from the "domain of 
darkness" and transfer him to 
"the kingdom of his beloved 
Son" (Colossians 1:13). 

A power orientation for 
evangelism is not a call to 
abandon our evangelistic 
programs. But, it is a call to 

trust in the power of God. to 
work in supernatural ways as 
we carry out these programs. 

The evangelical church has 
been too quick to dismiss the 
role of miracles as no longer 
necessary for the church 
today. I contend that the 
reason for miracles in the Bible 
was because the people of God 
were having to do battle with 
God's enemy, Satan. God 
granted su pernatu ral power to 
the people of God because 
they had to deal with the 
supernatural power of Satan. 
The church today is dealing 
with that same enemy and is in 
need of the same power that 
God gave his people in the 
Bible. 

The Great Commission is a 
mandate to Presence Evangel­
ism ("go"), Proclamation Evan­
gelism ("preach the gospel"), 
and Persuasion Evangelism 
(Hmaking disciples"), We are to 

. fulfill this full (3:P) model of 
evangelism in the authority 
and power of the Holy Spirit, 
expecting God to work in 
supernatural ways.D 

Power for witness is the theme 
of Jesus' last words onearth.$o 
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by Rev. Earl Cruzan 

What does being fully committed to Christ 
mean? This is a hard question and one on which 
we can pass judgment only on ourselves. We 
cannot propose to make rules or set up 
guidelines of conC\uct tojud~e such 
commitment. We are warned against such 
things by Jesus who said, "Judge not that you 
be not judged" and by Paul who also wrote "Let 
no one make rules for you." 

A girl was asked: "Don't you believe in God?" 
She replied, "Yes, but I'm not nuts about him." 

I am afraid that there is a lot of commitment on 
this level. This is not what we are talking about. 
Being fully committed is more' than belief in 
God. It is faith and assurance that what the 

(Full commitment) is the assur­
ance that what the Scriptures tell us 
about God and Christ ore true. 

Scriptures tell us about God and Christ are true. 
They are meaningful for our lives. It is the 
assurance that what the Scripture tells us is the 
right way to live, is, in fact, the right way. 

Jesus said, "No man having put his hand to 
the plow and looking back is fit for the kingdom 
of heaven." 

He also said, "Let the dead bury their dead." 
This was when a man wanted to bury his father 
before he became a disciple of Jesus. Jesus 
also said, "He that loveth father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me:' 

Paul wrote in Philippians 3:7-9, "What things 
were gain to me, I have counted loss for Chri~t." 
What were the things that Paul was talking 

. about? We can not be specific for Paul does not, 
give us the details. We do know that he had the 
prospects of being a great leader among the 
Jews; instead, he became one of the most 
persecuted men by the Jewish leaders. He 
might have gained affluence had he continued 
to serve the Jewish hierarchy. Paul came to 
depend upon the hospitality of friends and what 
he could earn in the making of tents. 

A" things, Paul counts as rubbish. Rubbish is 
what we throw out; what we do not have any use 
for. Paul said, "Not havin~ my own right-
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eousness which is by the law ... " He was writing 
of a righteousness which comes by faith in 
Jesus Christ, a righteousness which comes 
from God. 

A young man made a statement, "When I have 
made my first million, I wi" serve God." I wonder 
how many of the ways of the world he had to use 
to make the first million. 

dan a person be so committed to making a 
fortune and turn from that commitment to serv­
ing Christ? 

Fully committed means that we have faith and 
trust. Paul said to Timothy (2 Timothy 2:12), "I 
know whom I have believed and am persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which I have com­
mitted unto him until that day." 

I would share this testimony. I do not mean to 
infer that I have been fully committed to Christ at 
all times, either. I am sure that there have been 
many times when I have been more concerned 
with myself than I have been with God's 
kingdom. From the time I felt the call of God to 
the ministry, I had complete confidence that he 
would provide a way for preparation. I may we" 
have been considered naive when I went to 
school in the midst of the depression with 
practically no money and even more so when 
two years later, Mabel and I were married with 
five years of education yet before me. But, I can 
testify that it worked. God always provided a 
means whereby I could secure the education 
needed. I can think of but one time during my 
ministry when I wondered how I was going to 

Postor Earl and Mabel Cruzan 
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meet a certain financial need, but that too was 
resolved. There have been many times when we 
could have used more of this world's goods, but 
God showed us how to manage on what we had. 

Have I been fully committed? I am sure that 
there have been many times I have looked to 
myself more than to God. I trust that I have been 
useful to his kingdom. Fully committed. Fully 
committed means a faith to trust and believe. It 
means a desire to know the will of God and the 
way of righteousness. It means an empowering 
of the Holy Spirit to be able to resist temptation 
and to mature in righteousness. 
, Can we build a faith so tha.t we can say with 

Paul, "I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me"? (Phil. 4:13). 

The challenge is given in Paul's letter to the 
Romans and I believe that he challenges all 
Christians in Romans, Chapter 12. Although 
many references have been made to this 
chapter, I would like to call your attention to 
portions of it again. 

"To present your bodies as a living sacrifice." 
God had spoken through the prophets; I hate, I 
despise your religious festivals. Why? Because 
they were form with no content, no faith. Love 
for their fellowman was absent. There was 
ritual, but no righteousness. That does not build 
a relationship with God. 

"A sacrifice wholly acceptable to God." Holy 
is God-related. God-possessed is perhaps even 
better. A holy life is a reasonable service. When 
I have done all these things, still I am an 
unprofitable servant. I cannot rest on past 
accomplishments. I must press on toward the 
mark of high calling in Christ Jesus. 

A living sacrifice is a life offered unto God. 

Here I am, use me, fill me. For this to be true, we 
cannot be conformed to this world. We must 
71ive, not with the feeling that life is passing us by, 
but convinced that we have found life in Christ. 
The fruit of the Spirit must be seen in us. We 
must be transformed. To transform is' to 
change. Transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, Paul says. Jesus said in the Sermon on !@ 

the Mount, to paraphrase rather loosely; control 
your thoughts, for thoughts lead to actions. 

Renewing of the mind is also urged. This is 
the pouring out of the mind those things which 
clutter and hinder, and then filling it with those 
things which come from God. This is to prove 
what is that good and perfect will of God. This is 
being committed. 

Verses 9-21 indicate the action' of a fully 
committed life. Let love be genuine--no 
pretense. Abhor what is evi/--abhor means that 
we keep away from it. Cling to' what is good-­
keep close to the way of righteousness. Brother­
ly love is affection for others, giving preference 
to on.e another. Diligent--not lazy or putting off 
to a more convenient time. Serve the Lord with a 
fervency of spirit. This is not frenzy--it is 
genuine all the way through. It is 24 karat gold, 
not just gold washed or gold plated. Patient in 
tribulation--how difficultthis can be. It is so easy 
to complain, to see unfairness all about us. 
Rejoice in hope--Iet others know the joy that is 
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yours in the hope which is yours in Jesus Christ. 
Be always in prayer--that is be in such a 

relationship to God that you can take to him 
those things which you need to taketo him, be it 
praise, petition or whatever. In so doing, know 
that you do not have to be in a special place or 
have a special time to commune with God. You 
can be steadfast in prayer and lift up concerns to 
God at any time and in any place. Given to 
hospita/ity--generous. Seeing the needs of 
others which you can meet and meeting them is 
implied here. This is especially true in regard to 
fellow Christians, but it reaches beyond that. 

Then we come to something which seems 
even harder--bless those who persecute you. To 
bless means to "speak well of." For emphasis 
Paul adds, "bless and do not curse." Have 

Fully committed is more than 
being baptized. Fully committed 
means that no port of life is held 
bode 

empathy for others; be able to rejoice with those 
who rejoice and to weep with those who weep. 
Share in the joys and sorrows of life. It is in 
sharing that there is strength. First John 3:23 
says, "And this is his commandment, that we 
should believe on the name of his Son, Jesus 
Christ, and love one another as he has given us 
commandment." 

Humility comes in next. Consider all people 
alike--every person is made in the image of God. 
Do not seek to elevate yourself above others. 
Associate with the humble. Do not think 
yourself as greater than you are. 

Repay no one evil for evil. There is no 
retaliation; no getting even. Jesus said, "If one 
smite you on the right cheek, turn to him the 
other also." Let your conduct be peaceable. Do 

March 1984 

not start quarrels and do not prolong them. 
Leave vengeance to God. God will repay. You 
are to overcome evil with good. These are the 
characteristics of the one fully committed to 
God. 

In writing to Timothy, Paul says, "Be a vessel 
of honor." A vessel holds something. It may be 
so~ething good or it may be something bad. Be 
a vessel of honor. Be prepared for every good 
work. Flee youthful lusts. Give yourself to the 
pursuit of righteousness, faith, love and peace. 

We are warned to avoid foolish and ignorant 
disputes which result in strife. These are the 
tools of the devil. How much disagreement 
there is among Christians! And how many of the 
quarrels are over the minor things, rather than 
over those which are major. We make them 
major. We build a fence between us because 
someone else does not interpret Scripture 
exactly as we do. 

Be gentle, able to teach, patient, be humble in 
correction. It is, not a "I told you so." The 
objective is not to prove that you are right. The 
objective is to win people for Christ, to share 
with them the knowledge of salvation and 
enable them to rejoice in it. 

Fully committed is more than being baptized. 
Fully committed means that no part of life is to 
be held back. We must each of us ask, "What are 
we holding back?" This is the foundation for 
proclaiming the word: to be so committed that 
we are ready to follow the light and truth of the 
word when it is revealed to us. I have read of a 
group of Quakers being held in a London prison 
who were to be transferred to another prison on· 
the other side of the city. They were set free with 
no guards aJ'ild someone asked, "Aren't you 
afraid they will disappear?" 

The reply was, "No, they have given their word 
and they will be at the prison at thetimethey are 
su pposed to be." 

Our life-style must be that of righteousness 
and love brought about through faith in God 
through Jesus Christ. Then people will see that 
Christ makes a difference, and they will listen to 
what we have to share. 

Christ and his kingdom must be first if we are 
fully committed to Jesus Christ.O 9 

{' 
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meet a certain financial need, but that too was 
resolved. There have been many times when we 
could have used more of this world's goods, but 
God showed us how to manage on what we had. 

Have I been fully committed? I am sure that 
there have been many times I have looked to 
myself more than to God. I trust that I have been 
useful to his kingdom. Fully committed. Fully 
committed means a faith to trust and believe. It 
means a desire to know the will of God and the 
way of righteousness. It means an empowe~ing 
of the Holy Spirit to be able to resist temptation 
and to mature in righteousness 

Can we build a faith so that we can say with 
Pau I, "I can do all thi ngs throu g h Ch rist who 
strengthens me"? (Phil 4:13). 

The challenge is given in Paul's letter to the 
Romans and I bel ieve that he challenges all 
Christians in Romans, Chapter 12. Although 
many references have been made to this 
chapter, I would like to call your attention to 
portions of it again. 

"To present your bodies as a living sacrifice." 
God had spoken through the prophets; I hate, I 
despise your religious festivals. Why? Because 
they were form with no content. no faith. Love 
for their fellowman was absent. There was 
ritual, but no righteousness. That does not build 
a relationship with God. 

"A sacrifice wholly acceptable to God." Holy 
is God-related. God-possessed is perhaps even 
better. A holy life is a reasonable service. When 
I have done all these things, still I am an 
unprofitable servant. I cannot rest on past 
accomplishments. I must press on toward the 
mark of high calling in Christ Jesus. 

A living sacrifice is a life offered unto God. 

Here I am, use me, fill me For this to be true, we 
cannot be conformed to this world. We must 
live, not with the feeling that I ife is passing us by, 
but convinced that we have found life in Christ. 
The fruit of the Spirit must be seen in us. We 
must be transformed. To transform IS to 
change. Transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, Paul says. Jesus said in the Sermon on 
the Mount. to paraphrase rather loosely: control 
your thoughts, for thoughts lead to actions. 

Renewing of the mind is also urged. Thisis 
the pouring out of the mind those things which 
clutter and hinder, and then filling It with those 
things which come from God. This is to prove 
what is that good and perfect will of God This IS 
being committed. 

Verses 9-21 indicate the action of a fully 
committed life Let love be genUlne--no 
pretense. A bhor what is eVll--abhor means that 
we keep away from it. Cling to what is good-­
keep close to the way of righteousness Brother­
ly love is affection for others, giving preference 
to one another. OiligeFlt--not lazy or putting off 
to a more convenient time. Serve the Lord with a 
fervency of spirit. This is not frenzy--it is 
genuine all the way through. It is 24 karat gold. 
not just gold washed or gold plated. Patient in 
tribulation--how difficult this can be. It is so easy 
to complain, to see unfairness all about us. 
Rejoice in hope--Iet others know the joy that is 
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(1/ Timothy 1: 12) . 
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yours in the hope wrlich is yours In Jesus Christ 
Be always in prayer--that is be in such a 

relationshi p to God that you can take to him 
those things which you need to take to him, be it 
praise, petition or whatever. In so doing, know 
that you do not have to be ina special place or 
have a special time to commune with God. You 
can be steadfast in [;llayer and lift up concerns to 
God at any time/and In any place. Given to 
hospifality--generous. Seeing the needs of 
others which you can meet and meeting them is 
Implied here. This IS especially true in regard to 
fellow Christians. but It reilches beyond that. 

Then we come to something which seems 
even harder--bless those who persecute you. To 
bless means to "speak well of" For emphasis 
Paul adds, 'bless and do not curse." Have 

Fully committed is more than 
being baptized. Fully committed 
m eons that no part of I de is held 
bode 

empathy for others: be able to rejoice with those 
who rejoice and to weep with those who weep. 
Share in the joys ('!nd sorrows of life. It is in 
sharing that there is strength. First John 3:23 
says, "And this is his commandment. that we 
should believe on the name of his Son, Jesus 
Christ, and love one another as he has given us 
commandment." 

Humility comes in next. Consider all people 
alike--every person is made in the image of God. 
Do not seek to elevate you rself above others. 
Associate with the humble. Do not think 
yourself as greater than you are 

Repay no one evil for eVil There IS no 
retaliation: no getting even. Jesus said, "If one 
s mit e yo U a 11 t he rig h t c h e e k. t urn to him t he 
other also" Let your conduct be peaceable Do 
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not start quarrels and do not prolong them. 
Leave vengeance to God. God will repay. You 
are to overcome evi I with good. These are the 
characteristics 01 the one fully committed to 
God. 

In writing to Timothy, Paul says, "Be a vessel 
of honor." A vessel holds something. It may be 
something good or it may be something bad. Be 
a vessel of honor. Be prepared for every good 
work. Flee youthful lusts. Give yourself to the 
pursuit of righteoLJsness, faith, love and peace. 

We are warned to avoid foolish and ignorant 
disputes which result in strife. These are the 
tools of the devil. How much disagreement 
there is among Christians' And how many of the 
quarrels are over the minor things, rather than 
over those which are major. We make them 
major. We build a fence between us because 
someone else does not interpret Scripture 
exactly as we do. 

Be gentle, able to teach, patient. be humble in 
correction. It is not a "I told you so." The 
objective is not to prove that you are right. The 
objective is to win people for Christ, to share 
with them the knowledge of salvation and 
enable them to rejoice in it. 

Fully committed is more than being baptized. 
Fully committed means that no part of life is to 
be held back. We must each of us ask, "What are 
we holding back?" This is the foundation for 
proclaiming the word: to be so committed that 
we are ready to follow the I ight and truth ofthe 
word when it is revealed to us. I have read of a 
group of Quakers being held in a London prison 
who were to be transferred to another prison on 
the other side of the city. They were set free with 
no guards and someone asked, "Aren't you 
afraid they will disappear?" 

The reply was, "No, they have given their word 
and they Will be at the prison at the time they are 
supposed to be." 

Our life-style must be that of righteousness 
and love brought about through faith in God 
through Jesus ChriSt. Then people will see that 
Christ makes a difference, and they will listen to 
what we have to share. 

Christ and his kingdom must be first if we are 
fully committed to Jesus Christ.O 9 
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ccountability """"""'" hat the Bible Says 
"Then God blessed Noah and 

his sons, saying to them, 'Be 
fruitful and !increase in number 
and fill the earth. And for your 
life blood I will surely demand 
an accounting ... And from each 
man too, I will demand an 
accounting for the life of his fel­
low man." (Gen. 1 and 5 NIV) 

I am reading through the Bible 
this year as encouraged by 
General Conference President 

Leland E. Davis. However, I am 
proceeding a little differently this 
time than I have before. I have 
a keen interest in leadership and 
management procedures and re­
sults, so I am looking for the 
basic principles of leadership 
that are revealed in Scripture. 

I plan to share with you, from 
time to time, what I am finding 
as I read the Bible from' this 
perspective. 

The first leadership principle 
that I discovered as I was reading 
is the topic for this month­
accountability. I could have used 
Adam and Eve as my first ex­
ample of people on earth being 
held accountable, although I did 
not find the words accountable 
or accountability there. How­
ever, I was impressed to discover 
that immediately after Noah and 
his' sons left the ark after the 
great flood, God gave Noah and 
his sons responsibility for the 
earth and then indicated that 
they would be held accountable. 

Accountability is "being sub­
ject to giving an account; 
answerable; responsible." We 
as human beings are held 
accountable to God for our be­
havior and lifestyles. We are not 
caUed to meet the "bottom line" 

10 or minimum standards. We are 

called to excel and reach for the 
top in all areas of our lives. 

Jesus said in the parable of the 
sheep and the goats (Matthew 
25: 1 0), "Whatever you did for 
one of the ~east of these brothers 
·of mine, you did for me. " The 
apostle Paul in Colossians 3:23 
says, "Whatever you do, work at 
it with all your heart, as working 
for the Lord, not fpr men." 

I fi nd in these passages the 
standards set and the process of 
accountability established for us 
as Christians. These standards 
are to be adhered to in all 
aspects of our lives. 

In Our Daily lives 
In our daily work we are held 

accountable. Weare expected to 
give an "honest day's work" for 
an "honest day's pay." When 
we are hired we agree to do a 
certain amount of work. Our 
employers set goals' and have 
ways of measuring our accom­
pi ishments-whether or not we 
reach the goals set. By the same 
token, the employer is account­
able to us by providing the 

appropriate work environment 
and payi ng us our earned wages 
on the day set. 

One of the best examples in 
our home I ives is the way we 
handle our financial affairs. If 
you have a checking account, 
you are required to be account­
able. If you write a check for 
a certain amount, then you have 
to' subtract that amount from the 
previous balance so that you do 
not come up of the end of the 
month with more checks than 
money. The bank also is held 
accountable for receiving your 
money and subtracting necessary 
checks and withdrawals in a 
responsible way. In short, you and 
they are being responsible and 
accountable. 

If you are a student, you find 
y,ourself in an accountable kind 
of situation also. The teacher or 
professor is paid to present his or 
her material in a learnable man­
ner. They get paid for doing this. 
You, asa student, receive inform­
ation either 'from the feacher or 
the text book. At the end of the 
period, you are tested to see if 

We as human beings 
accountable to God 
behavior and IIfestylese 

are 
for 

held 
our 
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you have learned what was pre­
sented. In short, you are held 
accountable. 

In The Church 
In the church, the whole idea 

of accountability becomes even 
more crucial, yet it is harder to 
maintain. It is in the church that 
the very highest of standards are 
taught, yet our accountability 
seems to be lacking. How do we 
hold each other accountable? 
Each year, most of our churches 
have a way of evaluating their 
pastors. In some, it has been 
done by a secret ballot which 
usually is turned over to the 
pastor without anyone else' 
knowing the vote. Sometimes 
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a pastoral relations committee or 
diaconate also know the results 
of that vote. In some of our 
churches, I see questions being 
used which not only evaluate the 
pastor, but the church program 
and congregational participation 
as well. 

The financial accountability of 
the church is another area in 
which there is need for con­
cern. The pastor-church relation­
ship is very much like the 
employer-employee relation­
ship. The pastor agrees to do a 
certain amount of work and the 
church agrees to pay him an 

agreed upon amount each 
month. The pastor is accountable 
to the church for his time and 
accomplishments. The church is 
held responsible for supporting 
the pastor and the overall work 
of the church. ' 

In all areas of life, if there is 
not a valid accounting, we are 
not being responsible. My prayer 
with the apostle Paul is that we 
will do everything "as for the 
Lord" not for men-that we will 
be responsible and accountable 
to each other and to God. 0 
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God, in his great wisdom, 

sanctified all manner of good 
work. After he created the earth 
and the plants and animals on it, 
'caretakers were needed to keep 
the world productive. Thus, 
Adam and Eve were placed in 
the Garden of Eden /Ito till and 
keep it./I (Gen 2:15) By this 
action, God affirmed not only 
the world's need for workers 
but also human beings' need for 
work. 

Work is the greatest help 
available for mental and physical 
ills. People can do nothing, 
achieve nothing and fulfill no 
dream without working. God 
holds mankind accountable for 
not only the quantity, but also 
the quality of work performed. 

The Apostle Paul recognized 
the importance of working to­
gether in harmony when, in two 
letters to the Christians in Thes­
salonica, he said, /I ... we exhort 
you, brethren, to do more and 
more, to aspire to live quietly, to 
mind your own affairs, and to 
work with your hands, as we 
charged you;" (I Thes 4: 11) and 
"For when we were with you, 

. we gave you this command: 
If anyone will not work, let 
him not eat." (II Thes 3: 1 0) 
Again in writing to Timothy, Paul 
says, II ... be ready for any honest 
work ... " (Titus 3: 17) 

As a youth, Jesus worked in 
Joseph's carpenter shop. As an 
adult, his work included teach­
ing, preaching and healing. 
When the disciples worked all 
night and caught no fish, Jesus 
caused the nets to be filled 
when his orders were obeyed. 
Through his own work, and by 
helping others as they labored, 

12 Christ gave his bleSSing ~, ~c-

cupations which require using 
both mental and physical skills. 
His healing included body and 
spirit, changing lifestyle and at­
titudes. 

For too many years the church 
. has virtually ignored occupations 

which require manual labor and 
esteemed those which use intel­
lectual understanding. The per­
son with much education, no 
matter how poorly the learning 
was used, was honored more 
than someone with little educa­
tion. 

The time has come when 
Christians must follow Jesus' ex-

Commissioning 
is the sending out 
of an ambassador 
for the churchfl 

ample and recognize the whole 
person, which includes vocation 
as well as life-style and service 
to the church. No longer can' 
there be a division between the 
secular and sacred areas of life; 
only when all facets of life are 
under the control of the Holy 
Spirit can the power of the body 
of Christ be realized .. 

One way the church can affirm 
a member in a new occupation 
or strengthen the bonds between 
the church and youth leaving for 
college is to recognize the move 
in a special service as a part of 
worship. This may be known as a 
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commissioning, a sending out of 
the person to be an ambassador 
for the church wherever they 
may be. The person is not sent 
to preach but to live in such a 
way as to reflect God's love. 

Part of the effectiveness of 
commissioning comes from 
basing it in the whole congre­
gation. Several people should 
work together on the wording of 
the ceremony; several more 
speak at the service. The entire 
congregation confirms the chal­
lenge and the support. This focus 
in turn helps that person clarify 
his or her ministry, its opportuni­
ties, its direction. 

The. words of each service 
could be broken into three parts. 
According to the particulars of 
the situation, the congregation 
says: (1) Here is the situation 
you face, (2) Here is what we 
expect from you, (3) Here is what 
we will do to support you. 

This service would link wor­
shipping lives with working lives. 
It testifies to the interdepen­
dence of the congregation and 
the individual who has the re­
sponsibility of living according to 
the will of God. And, in that 
striving, has the ongoing support 
of a Christian community. 

***** 
1. We add a word of caution: 

before the commiSSioning cere­
mony is planned, the individual 
to be honored should be con­
sulted. It is possible he or she 
would be uncomfortable in such 
a situation, and division, rather 
than unity, created. 

2. If you would like sample 
commiSSioning services before 
the project is undertaken, please 
contact the Board of Christian 
Education, Inc. office. 0 
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family orship Celebration 

Sabbath 
Welcoming 
Service 

X. Sabbath 
We believe that the Sabbath of 

the Bible, the seventh dejy of the 
week, is sacred time, antedating 
Moses and having the sanction of 
Jesus; that it should be faithfully 
kept by all Christians as a day of 
rest and worship, a symbol of 
God's presence in time, a pledge 
of eternal Sabbath rest. 

Introduction 
The Sabbath is God's gift to a 

tired world. It was given to' us 
because God knew that after a 
week of hard work, school and 
play, we needed to stop and 
think about him. It is a day to be 
different from all the rest. It is a 
day for our personal and church 
families to be together with our 
Lord Jesus Christ - for us to 
worship together - for us to 
share in helping others - for us 
to enjoy God's wonderful world. 
Let's take time to worship God 
and enjoy each other around this 
Sabbath table. 

Sabbath Welcoming Round 
Tune: 'Tallis Canon' 

The Sabbath's here, let's 
celebrate. 
Work of the week - just let it 
wait. 
Together we will share, 
and see 
How special we can help it be. 

lighting of Sabbath Candle (s) 
Song Tune: Vesper Hymn "Now 
on Land and Sea" 
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Now we I ight our Sabbath 
Candle (s). 
Bless Thy children with its 
(their) light. 
Thankful we surround this 
table, 
Sabbath peace bring us 
tonight. 
God be praised - Thy name 
we honor. 
Christ, be Thou our beacon 
bright. 
Amen 

S@bbCllth Quellitlons 
Child: Why do we keep the 
Sabbath Day? 
Answer: (Read by an adult or 
other child) 
Exodus 20:8-1 Oa, John 14: 15 
Child: What should we do on 
the Sabbath? 
Answer: Isaiah 58:13, 14; Mat-
thew 12:12 

Responsive or unison reading 
We love God, He gave the 
Sabbath to us. 
We love Jesus, He kept the 
Sabbath for us. 
We love the Holy Spirit, He 
shored the Sabbath with us. 
Blessed Trinity, Blessed Sab­
bath. 

Sing: 
This is the day, this is the day, 
That the Lord has made, 

That the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice, let us rejoice, 
And be glad in it, and be glad 
in it. 
This is the day that the Lord 
has mode, 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
This is the day, this is the day, 
That the Lord has made. 

(Psalms 118:24) 
CI@slng Resp@nses 

This is a great dayl This is the 
Sabbath of the Lord our God. 
This is a day for giving thanks 
for God's great gift of life. 
And for being thankful for the' 
lives of people everywhere. 
Let us not talk about thanks, 
nor let us simply talk about 
faith. Let us toke the risk of 
seeking God right now. This is 
the time. This is the place. We 
will seek him with all our 
hearts. 

Closing song 
Tune: Blest Be the Tie That Binds 
. To thee, 0 God we raise our 

several hearts as one. 
To thee we offer Sabbath 
praise for Jesus Christ, thy Son. 
Through himwe seek 
thy grace, 
through him we worship Thee, 
In him let all our hearts be one 
in Christian unity. 0 13 
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Young Adult Interests 

Shared Privacy 

Have you ever considered 
your marriage to be your voca­
tion-a calling out-qn occupa­
tion more important than the ;ob 
which provides the funds for your 
livelihood? Although more time 
may be spent working outside 
the home, it is the quality of 
shared time within the home 
which is important. 

After you have examined your 
marriage as a couple, as sug- . 
gested in the following article, 
the first six areas could be re­
viewed with each member of the 
family, individually, or with the 
group as a whole, to establish 

, better understanding and har­
mony among the members. 

arriage serves many soc­
ial purposes; but the per­
sonal goal of most people 

today is the achievement of in­
timacy. When books have been 
written on this subject; but a 
simple and quite useful defini­
tion is "shared privacy." 

David Olson, who is a family 
specialist and a member of the 
Association of Couples for Mar­
riage Enrichment (ACME), has 
distinguished no less than seven 
different aspects. of marital 
intimacy. 

Why not check out where you 

two are as a couple? Here is an 
exercise which san enable you to 
do so. 

Each of you should listthe seven 
areas, and then, as you examine 
your own relationship, add a fig­
ure from one to five to represent 
where you think you are right 
now in each area. Then come to­
gether, report your scores to 
each other, and talk about how 
you might be able to improve 
this aspect of your relationship. 

Here are the seven areas, with 
the definitions which David 
Olson has suggested: 

. 

1. Emotional intimacy-a closeness of feel ings. 
2. Social intimacy-having friends in common. 
3. Intellectual intimacy-sharing ideas. 
4. Recreational intimacy-enjoying the some hob­

bies or sports. 
5. Sp~ituol intimacy-having a similar view of 

religious faith or the meaning of life. 
6. Aesthetic intimacy....,..shoring the same concepts of 

beau~. .' 
7. Sexual intimacy-enjoying sexual experience 

together. . 
-Marriage Enrichment, Vol. 7 7, 
No. 10: Nov. 79830 

SOB Boord of Christian Education, Inc. 

Directors Quarterly Meeting 
April 15, 1984 

Alfred Parish House 

2:00 p.m. 
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Evangelist Rev. Mynor G. 
Soper has resigned from his 
position as director of evangelism 
and church extension, according 
to a statement from the Seventh 
Day Baptist Missionary Society. 

"Though we deeply regret 
Mynor's resignation and appre­
ciate the pioneer work he has 
done across America," the state­
ment said, "the vacancy in this 

from the Wellsville Daily Reporter 

ALFRED-The Rev. Albert Rogers 
of Alfred won $10,000 and prob­
ably the village's oldest (about 
120 years) "mobile" home in an 
Alfred University contest Wed­
nesday. 

Actually, much of the $10,000 
will be put towards making the 
seven-room Greek Revival house 
at 100 N. Main Sf. into a mobile 
home just long enough to trans­
port it to a 17 -acre site on the 
Palmiter Road in the Town of 
Alfred. 

The house; currently adjacent 
to AU's Mclane Physical Educa­
tion Center, was the prize in the 
university contest. The stipulation 
attached to winning the house 
was being able to move it to an­
other site in the Alfred area to 
allow AU to landscape the lot 
where it now stands. 

The money-paid in two in­
stallments after the house has 
been relocated on its new foun­
dation-con be used for any pur­
pose, but is baSically designated 
for relocating and refurbishing 
the house. 

The prime concern of the con­
test, according to Michael 
Ranach, the school's vice pres­
ident for business and finance, 
was the historical presence of the 
home and that its external 
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area allows for a complete re­
evaluation and understanding of 
the needs the Lord is calling us 
to meet as a people. Thus, at the 
January Missionary Board meet­
ing, the group voted that the 
Evangelism and Home Missions 
Committee review the field work 
needs of the Society and make 
recommendation to the Apri I 
board meeting. 

aesthetics be maintained or im­

proved. 
Ranach added the home has 

an unofficial appraised value of 
between $20,000 and $25,000. 

(Rogers) said he had an affin­
ity for the style of the house 
and he sensed a need to get it 
off of the university campus. 
"We do intend to preserve it," 
he said, adding, "it will be 
placed on a good site." 

A requirement to keep the 
house in the Alfred area will 
be more than met, as the site 
where '. it will be located over­
looks the village. 

Rogers, 73, said he and his 
son Keith, a Coast Guard engi­
neering officer who plans to re­
tire from the service in the sum-

"Seventh Day Baptist individ­
uals and churches are asked and 
urged to offer their input in this 
study. 

"Your continued prayer sup­
port for this 'project is also asked. 
We also ask that Mynor Soper be 
remembered in prayer as he 
seeks the Lord's leading in his 
continuing ministry after March 1, 
1984."0 

mer, will dothe renovation work. 
Rogers said he plans to have 

the house moved sometime in 
July or August, and his son and 
son's family will move into it 
while constructing a new home 
on another part of the site on 
Palmiter Road. After his son's 
new home is constructed, Rogers 
said the renovated home will 
be available for rent. 

Fortunately, Rogers is no new­
comer to making structures 
mobile, as he recalled another 
project around 1946 when he 
helped move an old carpenter 
shop from the university campus 
to Camp Harley Sutton on Pleas­
ant Valley Road in the Town of 
Alfred. 0 

Women's Banquet to Celebrate 
Societ1ls 1 til Anniversary 

The Women's Banquet on Wednesday night of General Con­
ference Sessions in Beloit, Wisconsin (August 5-12, 1984) will 
be a celebration of the 100 years of the Women's Society. The 
society is encouraging all women attending to wear clothing of 
the 1884 period. If anyone has a dress, bonnet or shawl that 
someone else could wear for the celebration, please contact 
Nancy May, 269 West Wistaria Avenue, Arcadia, CA 91006.0 
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Dalh.1Smfcrt orth 
Church Seeks 
Student Pastor 

The Dallas-Fort Worth Seventh 
Day Baptist Church is seeking a 
ministerial education student 
who would like to serve their 
church while attending seminary. 

The current pastor, Dennis L. 
Palmer, is leaving to continue his 
education at Westminster Semi­
nary in Philadelphia, Pennsylva­
nia. ·In a letter to The Sabbath 
Recorder, Palmer says; liThe 
church of seven members (two 
nonresidential) is looking for a 
student-pastor or someone who 
feels called to come to this area. 
The Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex 
comprises three million people 
and would be ideal for someone 
who wants to pastor the church 
while attending school. South­
western Baptist Theological Sem­
inary is the largest seminary in 
the world and has much to oflfer. 
However, due to the small 
membership of the body, the 
church will be unable to give 
much financial assistance to the 
pastor. Also, the church would 
like a pastor who believes in the 
infallibility of the Bible and the 
beliefs of Seventh Day Bap­
tists.D 

Paul Cushman (Right) receives a pewter bowl in recognition of his 25 years of service 
as organist of the Berlin, N. Y., Seventh Day Baptist Church. Elmer Stuart (Left), 
church moderator, makes tlie presentation. . 

Organist Honored in Bernn g ~t Yo 
Paul G. Cushman, Berlin, N. Y., 

Seventh Day Baptist church or­
ganist for 25 years, was honored 
December 10, 1983, duri ng the 
Sabbath morning worship service 
for the many years of service he 
has given the church and, through 
the church, to our lord. An en­
graved pewter bowl was pre­
sented to Paul by Elmer Stuart, 
moderator of the church, to ex­
press the love and affection of 

Summer Institute Openings 
The 1984 Summer Institute, conducted by the Center on 

Ministry, will be held at the Seventh Day Baptist Center at 
Janesville, Wisconsin, on June 4-22, 1984. The course of study 
will be Seventh Day Baptist History and Polity. Anyone wishing 
to participate in this three-week intensive study should contact 
Dean Paul Green at: SDB Center on Ministry, P.O. Box 1678, 
Janesville, WI 53547.0 

the congregation for him and to 
remind him that the prayers and 
best wishes of his church family 
go with him during his retirement 
years. 

In addition to his musical con­
tributions, Paul has served many 
years as· a trustee, Sabbath 
School teacher and leader. He 
has held other offices and work­
ed on many committees in the 
church, as well as in the Eastern 
Association, the Yearly Meeting 
and the lewis Camp work. He 
was always on hand when there 
was a work-bee, as well as being 
an enthusiastic participant in the 
fun and games of our fellowship 
and social events. 

When Paul decided to retire 
from General Electric in Pittsfield, 
Mass., the decision was made to 
spend part of each year in Flor­
ida. He and his wife, Myrtle, 
are wintering in their home at 
Bradenton Beach. We are look­
ing forward to the months they 
will be back worshipping with 
us and serving the lord through 
the Berlin Church. 0 . 
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Seventh Day Baptist Communications Survey. . 
.' . d ncies is to serve the local church. To do that well, we need to know 
The purpose of Seventh Day Baptist boards an age. . t what of our denominational material you use and how well 

what your "felt" needs are. This ~hort sur.v~~ se:ks to f~~d ~s~ Thank-you for taking the time to fill it out. To return it, simply 
you feel you have b~en commu~/C~ted ~'tt :~ ;,~~~ea :Osta~e stamp in the marked location. Your answers may help u~;~ 
fold on the marked lines, tape t e ap s u, 
do a better job of serving you and ypur church. . . ' 

Please check the appropriate boxes below.' 

(1) Female 0 Male 0 
(2) Age: 20 or under 0 21 to 500 51 and over 0 

(3) Home State: b 0 
(4) Church Relationship: Member 0 Non-Mem er . 0 

t ordained minister 
(5) please check box if you are a pas or or 

Very Please check one box on each line as a description of the importance 
of the following in your personal and church outreach: 

Important 

(6) Pastoral Calling ............................................. . 
(7) Church Advertising .......................................... . 
(8) Summer Christian Service Corps ............................... . 

(9) Camps .......... ·······.~···································· 
(10) BibleSchool ................................................ , 
(11) The Sabbath Recorder ........................................ . 
(12) Sabbath School ............................ , ................ . 
(13) Youth Fellowship ............ ; ............................... . 
(14 ) Tracts ...... ········· .' ...................................... . 
(15) Worship Services ............................................ . 
(16) Church Social Life Activity .................................... . 
(17) Video Tapes ................................ , ............... . 
(18) Radio Programs ............................................. . 
(19) Cassette Tapes .............................................. . 
(20) Movies ...................... " ............................. . 

How often do you use or read the following: 

(21) lead-line Newsletter ........................................ . 
(22) Church Bulletin ............................................. . 
(23) Church Newsletter ........................................... . 
(24) SDB T racfs .................................................. . 
(25) Other Tracts ................................................ . 
(26) The Sabbath Recorder ........................................ . 
(27) Missionary Reporter ............................... , ......... . 
(28) The Helping Hand ........................................... . 
(29) SDB Yearbook and Directory .................................. . 
(30) Video Tapes ................................................ . 
(31) Slide-Cassette Programs ...................................... . 
(32) SOB Books .................................................. . 

How do you rate the assistance that you get from SOB Boards 

and Agencies in the following areas:' . 

(33) Adult Sabbath School Materials ................... : '. : : : : : : : : : : 
(34) Summer Camp Programs ....................... : : ........... . 
(35) Finding a new past~r .................... : : : : : : ............. . 
(36) Pastor-Church Relations ....... '.' . . . . . . . . . . .... ~ ... . 
(37) Children's Sabb~th Schoo~ Matenals ....... : : : : : : : : : : ......... . 
(38) Sabbath Promotion Materials. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... , ..... . 

. (39) Bible Study Materials: ................ : : : : : : : : .............. . 
(40) Church Growth Matenals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... . 
(41) Personal Growth Resources. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... . 
(42) Outreach Materials ... , .......................... : .......... . 
(43) Stewardship Materials ....................... : : : : ........... . 
(44) Instruction in Beliefs ........................ . 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

Weekly 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

Very 

Good 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Somewhat 

Important 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Once a 
Month 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Good 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

S@ldom Nev0r 

Important Important 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

Once CII 

Year Never 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

Not Don't 

Helpful Know Adequate 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 

'<:, 
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The Sabbath Rec@rder 
3120 Kennedy Road 
P. O. Box 1678 
Jonesville, WI 53547 
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Stomp 
Here 
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(45) Is your church assisted by money from the denominationls budget? 
(46) Does your church have a tract rack? . . ............................. . 

(47) 'Have you attended Gen~ral Confer~n~~ ~~~~i~~s' ~;i;hi~'th~' i~s~ fi~~ ~~~~~? ....................... . 
(48) Have you ever handed someone a Seventh Day Baptist tract?; . . . . . . .. , ....................... . 
(49) Have you ever had trouble explaining Se'venth Day Baptists and their beii~f~? ..................... . 
(50) Have you ever see~ ,:"ritten .material that would help you explain SOBs and th~i'r'b~li~f;? ........... . 
(51) Have you ever participated 10 a church outreach or evangelistic program? ........... . 
(52) Have you hod a Summer Christian Service Corps team in your church in th~ i~~t 'fi~~ ................ . 
(53) Is your church supported by the Missionary SOCiety (Extension P9stor or Missionary P:;~~);: : : : : : : : : : : 

Comments or Suggestions: 

YE'/S 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
'0 
o 
o 
o 

No 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
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Religion in the ews 

Senate Delays Action on Vatican Ambassadorship 
WASHINGTON, D.C.--The 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee has delayed action 
on the nomination of William 
Wilson as ambassador to the 
Vatican for at least a month, 
allowing opponents more time 

Polish Church 
Leaders Warned 

Jozef Cardinal Glemp has 
been warned to restrain 69 
priests who are regarded as 
"antisocialist" by the Polish 
government. Church author­
ities have been told that the 
Roman Catholic priests are 
soon to be arrested unless they 
are quieted. The new confron­
tation centers around sympa­
thetic statements toward the 
Solidarity movement.O 

MaiiaOrder 
Minister Jailed 

CI aim i n g m 0 ret han 
$200,000.00 in charitable 
contributions on fraudulent tax 
returns has resulted in a nine­
year prison term for William 
Richardson, a "minister" of the 
Universal Life Church in 
Sacramento. Richardson 
claimed to be the leader of a 25 
member congregation, but the 
govern ment contended that 
the group was a fraudulent 
attempt to avoid income-tax 
payments. Assistant U.S. 
Attorney George O'Connell 
said that Richardson had 
prepared false tax claims for 
more than 250 clients.D 
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to make their case. 
After hearing testimony from 

various religious and c,vil 
liberties groups opposed to 
formal diplomatic relations 
between the U.S, and the Holy 
See, committee members 
Richard Lugar (R-Indiana) and 
Jesse Helms (R-N.C.) said the 
issue has not been fully 
debated,. and Helms promised 
to . put a temporary hold on 
Wilson's nomination. 

Church BuUding 
To Disco 

New York City church 
leaders have objected to the 
use of an historic church as a 
disco dance hall. The 
Episcopal Church of the Holy 
Communion is a landmark 
building, dated 1846, and 
regarded as an architectural 
classic. Sold to the highest 
bidder, the landmark· status 
required that the stained glass 
and other church features be 
preserved. Now the building is 
called. Limelight, and draws 
crowds of up to 2000 for drsco 
dancing.O 

More 
Seminarians 

The Association of Theo­
logical Schools has announc~ 
ed a 5% increase in enrollment 
over the previous year. This 
continues a trend of the past 
several years in which 
accredited seminaries have 
exceeded colleges and 
universities in growth rates. 
One factor in the enrollment 
figures is a sharp increase in 
women students.D 

During the hearings, Helms 
announced a change in his 
position on the Vatican ambas­
sadorship. While he was listed 
as a co-sponsor of legislation 
to lift the ban on the appoint­
ment of an ambassador to the 
Vatican, he now opposes the 
appointment, he said.O· 

NFL Athletes 
Form Christian 
Groups 

Professional Athletes are 
organizing chapel groups and 
Bible studies, according to a 
copywrited story in Christian­
ity Today. NFL teams in 
Pittsburgh, Dallas, Los 
Angeles, and Chicago are 
among centers of such activity, 

. and . interest appears to be 
growing. Some forty players 
and staff regularly attend a 
weekly Bible group for the 
Dallas Cowboys. In Pitt$burgh, 
half of the Steelers players 
attend a chapel program.D 

More Adventists 
Reported 

Washington - The 120th An­
nual Statistical Report of Seventh-

. Day Adventists shows 3,897,814 
members "baptized by immer­
sion following. confession of 
faith." The number was said to 
have gone over four million by 
June 1983, with the total 
Adventist population estimated 
at 10to 12 million. 

Third-world churches reported 
a growth rate of from 6 to 10 
per cent. Baptized membership 
for Europe was 190,571, Bulletin 
dl Information Adventiste (bia) 
reported from Paris. 0 19 



For and by members of the Seventh Day Baptist Youth Fellowship 

Produced by the Youth 
Ministries Committee of the 
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re emphis? You Bet! 

Tuesday nights the youth of the 
First Seventh Day Baptist Church 
enjoy activities such as games, 

. Bible studies and exercises and . , 
refreshments, because Tuesday 
nights are when our youth group 
meets. Anything can happen at 
one of these meetings (it often 
does), from the director, Mrs. 
Ullery, swallowing goldfish to 
the whole group going caroling. 
We also have pizza parties and 
cookouts with hamburgers and 
hot dogs. These sorts of activities 
get other youth to come from the 
surrounding neighborhood. 

Not too long ago, the youth 
group had a contest where each 
young person made, up a banner 
on a sheet of paper which were 
judged by Tommy Milner. Troy 
Munn won the contest with a 
very nice banner. He had the 
privilege of going to the 1983 
Conference in Houghton, N. Y. 

In the near future, the youth 
will have a "Church lock-In" 
under the supervision of Mrs. 

Power 

Ullery. All of the youth will be 
able to keep each other awake 
any way they want. A lock-in is 
when all of the youth come to 
the church to enjoy games and 
grow spiritually in the Lord. It 
also gives everyone a chance to 
get to know one another a little 
better. There is only one rule: Do 
Not Go To Sleep/If someone falls 

by Debbie New, 1979 

There is a power 
burning here. In the love 

The very 
Minute 
, Second 

Moment 
Instant 

You read these words, 
There is a power 

burning 
In the hearts of men, 

yearning 
. to cry out: 
CelEBRATE I 

Of Jesus Christ/Grace 
Of God the father/Forgiveness 
Of Man/Acceptance 
Of all who 
Know this power; 
And someday 

-Together-
We're going to 

Take over the whole world 
With this 

Love/Grace/Forgiveness/ Acceptance 
And everything will be all right. D 

asleep, you are allowed to wake 
them up any way you think is 
best. 

At Christmas time, the youth 
put on a Cantata for the church. 
This project was tackled by Jen­
nie Munn, who did a fantastic 
job with everyone of us. The 
show really went over well with 
everyone in the church. We start­
ed it off with a song called 
"Listen". That particular song 
meant a lot toquiteafew people. 
The Cantata was called "Listen 
To The lambs", by Vera Neff. 
We had a cast of lambs, angels, 
prophet, shepherds, and Joseph 
and Mary in the Nativity scene. 
We are really thankful for Jennie 
helping us and taking the pres­
sure and frustration to serve the 
Lord. 

We are proud to be a part of 
this church, to serve and grow in 
the lord. 

Your brothers and sisters in 
Christ. D 

The Sabbath Recorder 

Sailor's Reflections 
by Norman H. Green 

NA TIC Memphis 

Memphis, the home of Elvis 
Presley and the only place in 
the world where a hotel called 
The Peabody caters to ducks as 
well as men. This is also the 
home of the world's largest Navy 
Land Base. The base contains 
12,000 people, the size of a city. 
Two people on this base are 
Seventh Day Baptists; one a 
sailor, another a retired sailor. 
Fortunately, they both work in 

What the Sabbath 
Means to Us 

by Bill Shoffner III 
and Russ Ullery 

"Therefore, since the promise 
of entering His rest still stands, 
let us be careful that none of you 
be found to have fallen short 
of it." Hebrews 4:1 (NIV) Neither 
of us were born in a Seventh Day 
Baptist family. This gives us 
another view of keeping the Sab­
bath. When our families became 
SOB's, we naturally followed 
their example and practice of 
observing the Sabbath. We had 
to learn how to turn our time to 
God's time. 

We both feel that the church 
service is the center or focal 
point of the day. The Sabbath is 
a,lso filled with our own individ­
ual worship and devotion time. 
Reflecting on the past week and 
life as a whole, and maybe 
making a new start, can be a part 
of the Sabbath. 

Of course, the physical rest 
and the rest from school work 
can't be beat. Being Sabbath­
keepers gives us a chance to 
have a whole day to get closer 
to our wonderful God. 0 
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the same place on the base and, 
of course, they go to church at 
the First Seventh Day Baptist 
Church of Memphis. 

This is not a large church, 
which is good. This is a church 
where the people are the church, 
not just a building. Every person 
is needed; otherwise, no church. 
Now the sailor has been an SOB 
since birth. Since the SOB church 
is not that well established 
everywhere in the. world, the 
sailor doesn't get a chance to go 
to church where he is stationed 
sometimes. This sailor happens 
to be Norman Green from Mil­
ton, Wis. 

I happen to feel privileged to 
be associated with the church 
here in Memphis. Since this is the 
"Bible Belt" of the nation, this 
church is dramatic. Bill Shoffner 
fits the role of southern Baptist 

well. He may be small, but he 
delivers a powerful sermon. The 
people of the church watch over 
each other with great interest, 
and the youth find excuses to get 
together. The community bene­
fits due to the fact the church 
helps the poor, hungry and sick. 
These people the church helps 
are so grateful just to have some­
one love them that they tend to 
become members themselves. 

This church has also played a 
part in helping me as they en­
courage me when life on base 
gets to be intolerable. Even 
though it's time for me to move 
on to another base without a SOB 
church around for 3,000 miles, I 
won't forget this church and 
hope it becomes stronger and 
larger. Someday, I hope to visit 
again. But until then, God bless 
them!D 

emphis Youth Revival Held 
by Bill Shoffner III 

On Thursday night, October 27, 
1983, four of the most exciting 
and inspiring nights for our youth 
and church began. That was the 
first night of our first Youth 
Revival here in Memphis, Tenn. 
Our youth evangelist for the 
four nights was Danny Sartin, the 
Mid-South Director of Youth For 
Christ. He inspired our youth with 
fantastic messages, but he also 
inspired many of our church's 
adults, including Mrs. Judy UI-. 
lery who has stepped out and 
taken over our youth group, turn­
ing it into an exciting, fun and 
growing fellowship. 

We also had some fine guest 
speakers, such as Steve long of 
. the Memphis Americans profes­
sional indoor soccer team, giving 
his testimony; Jack Hill of the 
local Christian· radio station, 

. sharing in song and testimony; 
Mainstream, the top local con­
temporary Christian Music band, 
giving a concert; and Rick Swing 
of the Spirit Express evangelistic 
basketball team (formerly Ath­
letes-in-Action), sharing his testi­
mony. We feel that those four 
exciting nights are just the begin­
ning of many more exciting 
Christian Youth Ministries. 0 
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ark Advances 
In Malawi 

LILONGWE, MALAWI: Pastor 
A. K. Harawa shares the good 
news: "I was called by the 
officials in Lilongwe (the new 
capital city of Malawi) for 
discussion on church plot and 
was allocated with plot number 
65 in area 25 and an amount of 
Kwacha 80.00 (about $65) has 
been paid so that the plot is 
ours. I was told that the plot is 
big and that we can put up 
more buildings than a church 
and pastors house. The board 
appointed L. Baluwa to go to 
lilongWe early April 1984. Let 
us remember Lilongwe work in 
prayers so that the Lord will do 
his will. If we had funds avail­
able we could start with the 
pastor's house to eliminate 
rental problems, but the Lord 
knows." (Letter dated January 
3, 1984.)0 

Needs In 
Australia 

MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA: 
The congregation holds' 
separate meetings in two 

. languages: Spanish and 
English. We have just started 
young people's meetings and 
other activities. Unfortunately 
it is difficult to find Spanish 
literature in Australia, 
including hymn books. Pray 
that such· needs can soon be 

22 met.O 

FOCUS 

MISSIONS TODAY 

by Leon Lawt@n 

New Pastor for 
Bay Area 

BAY AREA, CALIF.: Steven 
Crouch and family have settled 
in a rented home near the 
United Methodist church in EI 
Cerrito, California, which is 
used by our people on Sab­
bath. Our church also has a 
room for SOB church use, 
exclusively. The office of LIT A 
(Love Is The Answer), a com­
munity ministry with an SOB 
director, is also in ,this church 
facility. Remember their 
ministry to new contacts that 
visit regularly.O 

Bible Studies in 
South Africa 

BUTTERWORTH, TRANSKEI: 
"We now have a series of Bible 
studies during the week. One 
of these is Leadership, Holy 
Living and Fellowship. Our aim 
is to help the brethren so that 
God, according to his purpose, 
will manifest his gifts in the 
fellowship. We are now having 
our place of worship on the 
Sabbath day. We are using pre­
school classes for our ser­
vices."--Pastor Colben F. 
Mngonyama.O 

Opportunities in 
Houston, Texas 

HOUSTON, TEXAS: The Lord 
has blessed us to overflowing 
with a wide variety of people 
lately. Pray that we may have 
wisdom and grace to meet their 
needs as they seek to under­
stand and relate to Seventh 
Day Baptist polity and belief.O 

Growth in San 
Gabriel VaUey 

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY, CA: 
Our highest attendance has 
been 51 for a Sabbath morning 
worship and we as a church 
recently increased our goal to 
60 attending by April 21, 1984. 
This will allow us to use the 
sanctuary in the Baptist church 
which we rent. The counseling 
emphasis is having a positive 
effect in our church as several 
members have this gift and as . 
we use it our Ghurch is being 
blessed by God in increased 
attendance and. a feeling that 
God is truly using us in this 
broken and hurt world. -­
Pastor John PeilO 
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Prayer Reminder for Each 

April 1984 

Verse for the Month: The Lord is exalted, for he dwells on high: he hqs filled lion 
with justice and righteousness. And he shall be the stability of your times, a wealth of 
salvation, wisdom, and knowledge; the fear of the Lord is his treasure. -Isaiah 33:5-6 NAS 

Pray For ... 

1. new people that visit our churches, that we can minister 
2. Oavid and Bettie Pearson, returning to Africa this month 

3. Area Spiritual Retreat, Alfred, NY SOB church (3-5) 

4. registration of SOB church of Cameroon with government 

5. the poor in my community 
6. Area Spiritual Retreat, North Loup, NE SOB church (6-8) 

7. local churches without regular pastoral leadership 

8. Memorial Board Trustees meeting, Raritan Volley, NJ 

9. Philippine pastors and new leaders in training now 
'0. Missionary Pastor Steve Crouch & Bay Area, CA witness 

11. those who will be working in SCSC this summer 
12. that the Lord will raise up bi-vocational pastors 

13. Pastor Colben F. Mngonyama-SOB Fellowship, So. Africa 

14. Christchurch, New Zeoland SOBs, rebuilding from fire. 
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15, the Board of Christian Education leaders and their ministry 

16. Pastor Augusto L. Benesse-Nampula, Mozambique, Africa 

17, the "unreached" around me 
18. Pastor Jin Sung Kim and his family'S witness in So. Korea 

19. OWM giving for 1984 

20. witness (n Malawi's capitol, Lilongwe; Pastor L. Baluwa 

2 1. A Sabbqth of rest 

22. PTL for a living Savior 

23, Missionary Pastor Justin Camenga, Portland, OR church. 

24. General Conference Host Committ.ee, 1984 

25. Denortlinationalleadership 

26. my church's Sabbath School leaders 

27. preparation for Summer Institute, Janesville, WI 

28. new people to ;oin in worship today 

29. quarterly meeting of the Missionary Board, Westerly, RI 

30. Baptist Prayer Conference, Columbus, OH 

Afix your 
old mailing label 

here 
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Profi~e of a 
by John Farenhorst 

Is there really one profile 
that will give a good picture of 

It all Christians? Thank God 
there is not and Heaven will not 
be a dull place with "one-look" 
persons. 

When I was beginning to 
learn English, one of my first 
books was Open Doors to 
Peggy. Yes, it was a book for 
girls, but it was also an easy 
book to read and when you 
need a dictionary to look up 
every other word' in your 
reading book and maybe two 
or more listings in the 
dictionary to see what the 
words in the explanation mean, 
you don't care if it is a boy's or a 
girl's book, as long as it is easy 
to read! 

Later, as my English im­
proved and I read the same 
bool< again and again and even 
got all the other books in the 
Peggy series, there came a 
desire in my heart to share 
them with you. You see, Peggy 
was a Christian girl, who found 
life hard and impossible one 
day, and happy and g'reat the 
next. Peggy and I could be 
brother and sister because we 
are so much alike. When I got 
saved the world seemed brand 
new and different. Reading my 
Bible and prayer were the two 
things I liked best. Now, to my 
shame, I have to admit that 
there are days that I skip both 
when I am dead tired. 

Going out to tell others was a 
natural thing to do and a's an 
adventurous person, I thought 
it was better to leave 

,Jerusalem--the place where 
you live. A Gospel team in 
Belgium seemed so much bet­
ter than home. I am not gOing 
to say that it was God's will , 

24 because looking back on it, I 

" 

hristia,n 

firmly believe there was a little 
of my own will in it as well. No 
matter what, God used me to 
spread his good news and for 
three months we went all over 
Belgium. Traveling in old vans 
that broke down at many 
occasions, we needed daily 
prayer to make it. We sold 
Bibles and other Christian 
books, handed out thousands 
of tracts and spoke at open air 

How often do we smile 
when people scoJd us? 

meetings and in churches. It 
was a time of learning and 
fellowship with the' team 
members who came from all 
over the world. 

As the years went by I found 
my life going up and down and 
there were plenty of days that I 
would have been plain sorry 
had Christ returned at that 

\ 

certain time. However, God did 
not leave me alone and three 
years later, I went to Italy with 
the same Gospel team. 

It was a joy to serve the Lord 
and we did see many impos­
sible things come true. God 
Specializes in Things thought 
Impossible was a song that 
gave us new hope and strength 
every day when we walked the 
streets of Venice and climbed 
the stairs to the often high 
apartment buildings. It was 
$0 easy to be happy in the Lord 
when you were working with 
people who loved the Lord the 
same way as you did. But, back 
at home, the every day chores 
and the same work day after 
day at the office made faith in 
God more difficult. How often 
do we smile when people scold 
us ortreat us as dirt? How often 
are we nice to them wheri they 
act very unpleasant towards 
us? I know for me, it is far more 
easy to open my big mouth and 
yell to pay them back with 
interest. 

In one of the books, Peggy 
had the same problem and was 
advised by a Christian neigh-
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bor to smile and be friendly 
because that was about the 
only thing that she could do at 
the moment. The result of her 
genuine smile and friendship 
was that the other girl accepted 

, the Lord. 
Seeing how hopeless it was 

to convince her own mother 
that Christ could give her life a 
new dimension and make, it 
happy and rich, she became 
depressed to the point that she 
even stopped praying. 

Losing hope and looking 
only at our own strength is 
sooner or later going to 
depress us so much and make 
us feel so miserable that we 
can do only one thing--go to 
the Lord and ask him to give us 
new hope. 

God showed her time after 
time to keep on praying and he 
used the surrender of her 
friends' hearts to Christ as an 
example that all things are 
possible. In God's own perfect 
time, he will answer our pray­
ers and even then, the answer 
can be no. 

The last book in the series 
ends with Peggy's father being 
killed in an automobile 
accident. He was saved and the 
Lord had his place ready in 
Heaven. 

When my mother died a little 
over a year ago, her place in 
Heaven was ready also and her 
suffering on this earth was 
over. Still, it made me wonder 
how soon I was able to go back 
to normal life. Of course, there 
were moments that I cried for 
her, but life was going on and 
there was not much time to be 
sad. Even the pain of missing 
the every day love and care of 
Mom and our sorrow and 
worries for her, could not stop 
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us from living and working with 
people who expected us to 
laugh and joke at times. 

When reading Peggy's story, 
it hit me a" of a sudden how 
soon she was back to normal 
living as she was going to a 
new college. The excitement of 
the new experience, the new 
friends and the new studies did 
not give her much time to be 
sad, either. 

At times, having no time is 
sad and we should simply 
make time to pray, read our 
Bible, visit a sick neighbor or 
write a letter to a friend who 
needs our love and attention, 
At other times, God keeps us 
so busy simply to make it 
possible for us to bear the pain 
and loss when he calls a loved 
one home. 

Yes, a Christian life is 
difficult and hard at times and 
we certainly do need all the 
help that God will give us. It is 
not very easy to accept every­
thing as being from God. I 
remember how Joni sings in 
one of her songs how difficult it 
is not to be able to do the little 
things that she would love to 

do. God's standards for living 
are high and very demanding, 
but we may know for sure he is 
more than willing to help us 
meet those high demands. It is 
also a life of hope, joy, and 
excitement. It is filled with 
deep fellowship with God and 
friends. 

Simple trust in our loving 
Heavenly Father wi" show us 
day by day that he gives far 
more than we even think or ask 
for. God wants to help us in 
times of sickness and sorrow 
or when he calls a loved one 
home. His grace is sufficient 
and even when we are not able 
to pray, the Holy Spirit wi" pray 
for us, 

When we fail time after time 
and feel sorry and guilty for our 
sins, Christ tells us, for your 
sins I died. What a peace this 
gives the troubled heart. 

Yes, Jesus loves us for the 
Bible tells us so, and we are 
weak but he is strong. Look 
back and count your many 
blessings. God did help you 
and me in the past and we may 
trust him for the future as 
well.D 

In God's own perfect time, he 

win answer our prayers and even 

then, the answer can be NOe 

.' , 
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1. To seek every opportunity to keep before the church the importance of the 
use of literature in the evangelistic outreach of the church. 

2. To serve as chairman of the local Tract or Evangelism Committee. 

3. To keep in close contact with the American Sabbath Tract Society for 
information concerning new tracts and distribution programs. 

4. To arrange for local church promotion of tracts and other outreach pub­
lications of the society. 

5. To seek space in the church bulletin to call attention to tract work, giving 
notices to the church secretary or to the pastor depending on your local 
church procedure. 

6. To watch The Sabbath Recorder for stories of successful and unique 
methods of tract distribution, and to call attention to these articles. 

7. To be aware of the work of interdenominational tract societies and to 
make use of certain of their publications to supplement our own. 

8. To seek special opportunities (such as fair booths and public displays) to 
promote a Sabbath witness and use of our literature. 

9. To call attention to the services offered by the Audio-Visual Committee of 
the Tract Society, the matching funds of the Sabbath Promotion Committee 
for advertising and for fair booth rental, and the matching funds 

'available for radio and TV work. 

10. To maintain tract racks in church and other suitable places. 

11. To encourage people to support The Sabbath Recorder financially. 

12. To enclose appropriate tracts In church bulletins periodically, per­
haps month Iy. 

13. To encourage the use of tracts on vacations, possibly making up packets of 
selected tracts to' be handed to worshippers following the service some 
Sabbath before school is out for the summer. 

14. To establish a "Tract Sabbath" when the keyworker might be in charge of 
the Sabbath School worship period or make a special presentation during 
the sharing time in the worship service. 0 

---,--~------------------------~--------------------------~--~-------------------
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Ashaway, Rhode IGland 
Leon Wheeler, Pastor 
By Leller: 

Willam Camara 
Robert Camara 
Michael Camara 

Daytona Beach, Florida 
Kenneth Van Horn, Pastor 
By Baptism: 

Douglas Beardslee 
By Letter (Miami Branch Church): 

Velma Edwards 

d 

By T esti mony (59. Petersburg Branch 
Church): 

Edward Blais 
Linda Blais 
Robert Coffman, Jr. 
Bonnie Coffman 
Amy Coffman 
Lori Coffman 
Tina Coffman 
Jill Coffman 
Louise Caldwell 
Nancy LQnder 
James Sampley 
Laura Vilaysack 

Births 

Rlnard.--A son, Patrick Thomas Rinard, 
was born to Thomas J. and Mary Jane 
(Curry) Rinard of Martinsburg, West 
Virginia on July II, 1983. 

Burroughs.--A daughter, Ronda Lee 
Burroughs, was bornloMichael and Holly 
(Mosena) Burroughs of Westerly, Rhode 
Island on August 18, 1983. 

Lamphere.--A san, Andrew George 
Lamphere, was born to George and Susie 
Lamphere on September 2, 1983. 

Snyder.--A son, Jordon Austin Snyder, 
was born 10 David and Beverly (Austin) 
Snyder of Alfred, New York on October 
4, 1983. 

Chronlger.--A son, Matthew Wayne 
Chroniger, was born to Barbara and 
Kenneth Chraniger of Upper Marlboro, 
Maryland on October 5, 1983. 

Gardner.--A daughter, Bethany Lyn' 
Gardner, was born to Roger and Penny 
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Denver, Colorado 
John Bevis, Pastor 
By Leller: 

L. Eugene Davis 

Centralia, Washington 
Jerry Vaught, Pastor 
By Leller: 

Jerry Vaught 
Martha Vaught 

Plainfield, New Jersey 
Jeanne Yurke, Interim Pastor 
By Testimony: 

Thomas Sheffield 
Virginia Sheffield 

Salem, West Virginia 
Melvin Nida, Pastor 
By Leller: 

Rev. Edward Sullon 

San Gabriel Valley, California 
John Peil, Pastor 
By Testimony: 

Marcel Lacher 

(Snyder) Gardner of Alfred, New York on 
October 19, 1983. 

Martln.--A daughter, Marie NicoleMarlin, 
was born to Gary and Becky (Hurley) 
Martin of Salem, West Virginia on Nov­
ember 18, 1983. 

Grlfflth.--A daughter, Lydia Katherine 
Griffith, was born to Paul and Diane 
(Thorngate) Griffith of Beavercreek, Ohio 
on December 17, 1983. 

Zlnn.--A son, Marshall Warren Zinn, was 
born 10 Martin and Midge Zinn of Clarks­
burg, West Virginia on January 7, 1984. 

De La"d.--A daughter, Kaleen Marie De 
Land, was born to Carl and Lynette De 
Land of Slidell, Louisiana, on January 
16,1984. 

Holt.--A daughter, Christina Tamsin Holt, 
has been adopted by Dr. and Mrs. William 
S. Holt of Cape Elizabeth, Maine. 

Schenectady, New York 
Paul Maxson, Pastor 
By Testimony: 

Elizabeth Teller 

Upper Marlboro, Maryland 
Ken Chroniger, Pastor' 
By Leller: 

Mrs. Johnnie Burbank 
Shannon Burbank 
Timmothy Burbank 

Westerly, Rhode Islond 
Dale Rood, Pastor 
By Baptism: 

Danny T. Shea 

Norton.Harvey.--Douglas Norton and 
, Sally Harvey were united in marriage 
on June 4, 1983 at the Alfred Seventh 
Day Baptist Church with Pastor Roger 
Gardner, officiating. ' 

Snyder.Hotallng.--Gerald Snyder and 
Dorothy Hotaling were united in marriage 
on August 27, 1983 at the Alfred Seventh 
Day Baptist Church with Pastor Roger 
Gardner, officiating. 

Moseno·Gentlle.--George W. Mosena, 
son of Priscilla Gilluly of Westerly, 
Rhode Island and George Mosena of 
Charlestown, Rhode Island, and Debra 
Gentile, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Gentile of Westerly, were united in mar­
riage, October 15, 1983, at the Pawcatuck 
Seventh Day Baptist Church in Westerly, 
by Pastor Dale E. Rood. 

Cartwrlght.aurgesli . --Robert Cartwright, 
son of Mrs. Ruth Boiloms of Richburg, 
New York, and Susan Burgess were 
united in marriage on December 23, 1983 
at the Alfred Seventh Day Baptist Church 
with Pastors Roger GQrdner and David 
Taylor, officiating. 

Thomas.McAlIlster .--Robert Brian 
Thomas, son of Mrs, Dolores J. Thomas, 
and Norma Jean McAllister, daughter of 
Mr.~ and Mrs. William E. McAllister, were 
united in marriage, January 7, 1984, at 
Kirkpatrick Chapel, Rutgers University, ' 
New Brunswick, New Jers'ey. 27 
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SUGGESTED GUIDELINES fOR THE OffiCE Of 
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IN THE LOCAL CHURCH 

1. To seek every opportunity to keep before the church the importance of the 
use of literature in the evangelistic outreach of the church. 

2. To serve as chairman of the Iccal Tract or Evangelism Committee. 

3. To keep in close contact with the American Sabbath Tract Society for 
information concerning new tracts and distribution programs. 

4. To arrange for local church promotion of tracts and other outreach pub-
lications of the society. ' , 

5. To seek space in the church bulletin to call attention to tract work, giving 
notices to the church secretary or to the pastor depending on your local 
church procedure. . 

6. To watch The Sabbath Recorder for stories of successful and unique 
methods of tract distribution, and to call attention to these articles. 

7. To be aware of the work of interdenominational tract societies and to 
make use of certain of their publications to supplement our own. 

8. To seek spec,ial opportunities (such as fair booths and public displays) to 
promote a Sabbath witness and use of our literature. ' 

9. To call attention to the services offered by the Audio-Visual Committee of 
the Tract Society, the matching funds of the Sabbath Promotion Committee 
for advertiSing and for fair booth rental, and the matching funds 
avai lable for radio and TV work. 

10. To maintain tract racks in church andother suitable places. 

11. To encourage people to support The Sabbath Recorder finanCially. 

12. To enclose appropriate tracts in church bulletins periodically, per­
haps monthly. 

13. To encourage the use of tracts on vocations, possibly making up packets of 
selected tracts to be handed to worshippers following the service some 
Sabbath before school is out for the summer. 

14. To establish a "Tract Sabbath" when the keyworker might be in charge of 
the Sabbath School worship period or make a special presentation during 
the sharing time in the worship service. 0 
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Ashaway, Rhode Island 
Leon Wheeler, Pastor ' 
By Letter: 

Willam Camara 
Robert Camara 
Michael Camara 

Daytona Beach, Florida 
Kenneth Van Horn, Pastor 
By Baptism: 

Douglas Beardslee 
By Letter (Miami Branch Church): 

Velma Edwards' 
By Testimony (St. Petersburg Branch 

Church): 
Edward Blais 
Linda Blais 
Robert Coffman, Jr. 
Bonnie Coffman 
Amy Coffman' 
Lori Coffman 
Tina Coffman 
Jill Coffman 
Louise Caldwell 
Nancy Lander 
James Sampley 
Laura Vilaysack 

Births 

Rlnard.--A son, Patrick Thomas Rinard, 
was born to Thomas J. and Mary Jane 
(Curry) Rinard of Martinsburg, West 
Virginia on July 11, 1983. 

Burroughm.--A daughter, Ronda lee 
Burroughs, was born to Michael and Holly 
(Mosena) Burroughs of Westerly, Rhode 
Island on August 18, 1983. 

Lamphere.--A son, Andrew George 
Lamphere, was born to George and Susie 
Lamphere on September 2, 1983. 

Snyder.--A son, ,Jordon Austin Snyder, 
was born to David and Beverly (Austin) 
Snyder of Alfred, New York on October 
4, 1983. 

Chronlger.--A son, Matthew Wayne 
Chroniger, was born to Barbara and 
Kenneth Chroniger of Upper Marlboro, 
Maryland on October 5, 1983. 

Gardner.--A daughter, Bethany Lyn 
Gardner, was born to Roger and Penny 

March 1984 

Denver, Colorado 
John BeviS, Pastor 
By Letter: 

L. Eugene Davis 

Centralia, Washington 
Jerry Vaught, Pastor 
By Lefler: 

Jerry Vaught. 
Martha Vaught 

Plainfield, New Jersey 
Jeanne Yurke, Interim Pastor 
By Testimony: 

Thomas Sheffield 
Virginia Sheffield 

Salem, West Virginia 
Melvin Nida, Pastor 
By leiter: 

Rev. Edward Sulton 

San Gabriel Valley, California 
John Peil, Pastor , 
By Testimony: 

Marcellacher 

(Snyder) Gardner of Alfred, New York on 
October 19, 1983. 

Mariln.--A daughter, Marie Nicole Marti n, 
was born to Gary and Becky (Hurley) 
Martin of Salem, West Virginia on Nov­
ember 18,1983. 

Grlffith.--A daughter, lydia Katherine 
Griffith, was born to Paul and Diane 
(Thorngate) Griffith of Beavercreek, Ohio 
on December 17, 1983. 

Zlnn.--A son, Marshall Warren Zinn, was 
born to Martin and Midge Zinn of Clarks­
burg, West Virginia on January 7, 1984. 

De Land.--A daughter, Koleen Marie De 
Land, was born to Carl and Lynette De 
Land of Slidell, Louisiana, on January 
16, 1984. 

Holt.-·A daughter, Christina Tamsin Holt, 
has been adopted by Dr. and Mrs. William 
S. Holt of Cape Elizabeth, Maine. 

Schenectady, New York 
Paul Maxson, Pastor 
By Testimony: 

Elizabeth Teller 

Upper Marlboro, Maryland 
Ken Chroniger, Pastor 
By Letter: 

Mrs. Johnnie Burbank 
Shannon Burbank 
Timmothy Burbank 

Westerly, Rhode Islan"d 
Dale Rood, Pastor 
By Baptism: 

Danny T. Shea 
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Norton-Harvey.--Douglas Norton and 
Sally Harvey were united in marriage 
on June 4, 1983 at the Alfred Seventh 
Day Baptist Church with Pastor Roger 
Gardner, officiating. 

Snyder-Hotallng.--Gerald Snyder and 
Dorothy Hotaling were united in marriage 
on August 27, 1983, at the Alfred Seventh 
Day Baptist Church with Pastor Roger 

, Gardner, officiating. 

Mosena-Gentile.--George W. Mosena, 
son of Priscilla Gilluly of Westerly, 
Rhode Island and George Mosena of 
Charlestown, Rhode Island, and Debra 
Gentile, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Gentile of Westerly, were united in mar­
riage, October 15, 1983, at the Pawcatuck 
Seventh Day Baptist Church in Westerly, 
by Pastor Dole E. Rood. 

Cartwrlght.BurgesB.--Robert Cartwright, 
son of Mrs. Ruth Boftomsof Richburg, 
New York, and Susan Burgess were 
united in marriage on December 23, 1983 
at the Alfred Seventh Day Baptist Church 
with Pastors Roger Gordner and David 
Taylor, officiating. 

Thomas-McAllister ••• Robert Brion 
Thomas, son of Mrs. Dolores J. Thomas, 
and Norma Jean McAllister, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. William E. McAllister, were 
united in marriage, January 7, 1984, at 
Kirkpatrick Chapel, Rutgers University, 
New Brunswick, New Jersey. 27 
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Christchurch Rebuilds fter Fire 

A terrible fire helps this New Zealand church reach out. 

by St~phan Kube 
from The Link 

The Christchurch, New Zea­
land, Seventh Day Baptist chapel 
was devastated by Hre in the fall 
of 1983. It was determined that 
the building was "beyond re­
pair." 

Although nobody was charged 
with arson,it is now clear that 
the fire was started by vandals 
who piled up song books and 
pieces of other I iterature to start 
it. However, we believe that our 
Lord is in control of every situa­
tion and has used the fire to be­
come a blessing in more ways 
than one. 

The incident received wide 
publicity on radio,television and 
in the press. People who never 
heard of Seventh Day Baptists 
suddenly became aware of their 
existence. It compelled the 

"Christchurch congregation to 
take action. After carefully 
evaluating the possibilities, a 
very important decision was 
reached to rebuild on the same 
spot. It seemed the most con­
venient place because of its cen­
tral position in the city, but this' 
time the building would be big­
ger and better I 

"The original" wooden chapel 
(now demolished) was about a 
century old" building used for 
Christian worship services. It be~ 
came later a private residence, 
with a second story fitted into 
the interior. When the old, neg­
lected building was purchased 
by Seventh Day Baptists in 1947i 

28 all the internal additions were 

removed and the structure was re­
. novated and restored to its 
original purpose as a house of 
worship. 

The Christchurch Seventh Day 
Baptist church was organized in 
1943 with Edward Barrar as its 
pastor. They gathered for wor­
ship in an upstairs room in 
Wester Street. A small portable 
organ supplie"d the tunes of 
Gospel music, a sister played a 
zither and a brother a violin. On 
occasions, the early church went 
to do street preaching. Numeri­
cally, the church has never been 
large, but it was here where the 
earnest prayers and dedication 

of its handful of members and 
the vision of its dedicated pastor 
opened a new chapter in 
Seventh Day Baptist history of 
missions. It was from here that 
in 1949, the eldest son of the 
pastor, Ronald, set course for 
Africa to become the first of the 
modern Seventh Day Baptist mis­
sionaries in Nyasaland (now 
Malawi). So, in a way, the pre­
sent Makapwa Mission is a mon­
ument to the pioniers of faith of 
this charming New Zealand city. 

Some yearS' ago the old chapel 
needed repainting. Just imagine 
the surprise of its pastor and the 
congregation when they arrived 

"AI and Mariorie Withrow stand at the entrance to the old Christchurch, 
which was devastated by fire last fall. 
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at the church one Sabbath to find 
it restored ~ith a bright, fresh 
coat of paint! The culprits were 
an enthusiastic group" of SOB 
young people from Auckland. 
Unfortunately, some three years 
ago another group of youngsters, 
with a more sinister purpose in 
their minds, set part of the old 
wooden chapel on fire, destroy­
ing the vestry and the toilet sec­
tion. These were soon rebuilt in 
concrete blocks. 

Possibly the highlight in the 
life of the old chapel was the 
memorable Sabbath service on 
the 15th of January, 1983, during 
the Australasian Conference, 
when it Was "bursting at its 
seams" with local members and 
delegates from other parts of 
New Zealand andfromAustralia. 

Daniel Barrar writes in his re­
cent letter from Christchurch that 
the construction of the new 
chapel is well under way. It will 
be slightly larger than the origi­
nal one. The concrete floor has 
already been poured and walls 
are also up. The Auckland church 
has sent" three competent vol­
unteers; pastor Ron Barrar, his 
son Ian and Andrew Goulding, 
to erect the roof. This job has 
also been completed and the 
builders returned to Auckland. 
But much still needs to be done 
and much money needs to be 
spent before the chapel is ready 
for use. 

To our knowledge, there have 
been two churches in the con­
ference (Australasian) that have 
already sent their donations to­
ward refurnishing the new 
chapel. We hope that also the 
other SOB churches and individ­
uals will contribute to this fund. 

Isn't that exciting to see the 
Lord using even a fire to promote 
his work in this beautiful south­
ern citylD 
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A terrible fire helps this New Zealand church reoch out, 

by St~phC!D'! Kube 
from The Link 

The Christchurch, New Zea­
land, Seventh Day Baptist chapel 
was devastated by fire in the fall 
of 1983. It was determined that 
the building was "beyond re-

. " pair. 
Although nobody was charged 

with arson, it is now clear that 
the fire was started by vandals 
who piled up song books and 
pi eces of other I iterature to start 
it. However, we believe that our 
Lord is in control of every situa­
tion and has used the fire to be­
come a blessing in more ways 
than one. 

The incident received wide 
publicity on radio, television and 
in the press. People who never 
heard of Seventh Day Baptists 
suddenly became aware of their 
existence. It compel'led the 
Christchurch congregation to 
take action. After carefully 
evaluating the possibilities, a 
very important decision was 
reached to rebuild on the same 
spot. It seemed the most con­
venient place because of its cen­
tral position in the city, but this 
time the building would be big­
ger and better! 

The original wooden chapel 
(now demolished) was about a 
century old building used for 
Christian worship services. It be­
came later a private residence, 
with a second story fitted into 
the interior. When the old, neg­
lected building was purchased 
by Seventh Day Baptists in 1947, 

28 all the internal additions were 

removed and the structure was re­
novated and restored to its 
original purpose as a house of 
worship. 

The Christchurch Seventh Day 
Baptist church was organized in 
1943 with Edward Barror as its 
pastor. They gathered for wor­
ship in an upstairs room in 
Wester Street. A small portable 
organ supplied the tunes of 
Gospel music, a sister played a 
zither and a brother a violin. On 
occasions, the early church went 
to do street preaching. Numeri­
cally, the church has never been 
large, but it was here where the 
earnest prayers and dedication 

of its handful of members and 
the vision of its dedicated pastor 
opened a new chapter in 
Seventh Day Baptist history of 
missions. It was from here that 
in 1949, the eldest son of the 
pastor, Ronald, set course for 
Africa to become the first of the 
modern Seventh Day Baptist mis­
sionaries in Nyasaland (now 
Malawi). So, in a way, the pre­
sent Makapwa Mission is a mon­
ument to the pioniers of faith of 
this charming New Zealand city, 

Some years' ago the old chapel 
needed repainting. Just imagine 
the surprise of its pastor and the 
congregation when they arrived 

AI and Marjorie ,Withrow stand at the entrance to the old Christchurch, 
which was devastated by fire last fall, 
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at the church one Sabbath to find 
it restored with a bright, fresh 
coat of paint! The culprits were 
an enthusiastic group of SOB 
young people from Auckland. 
Unfortunately, some three years 
ago another group of youngsters, 
with a more sinister purpose in 
their minds, set part of the old 
wooden chapel on fire, destroy­
ing the vestry and the toilet sec­
tion. These were soon rebuilt in 
concrete blocks. 

Possibly the highlight in the 
I ife of the old chapel was the 
memorable Sabbath service on 
the 15th of January, 1983, during 
the Australasian Conference, 
when it was "bursting at its 
seams" with local members and 
delegates from other parts of 
New Zealand and from Australia. 

Daniel Barrar writes in his re­
cent letter from Christchurch that 
the construction of the new 
chapel is well under way. It will 
be slightly larger than the origi­
nal one. The concrete floor has 
already been poured and walls 
are also up. The Auckland church 
has sent three competent vol­
unteers; pastor Ron Barror, his 
son Ian and Andrew Goulding, 
to erect the roof. This job has 
also been completed and the 
builders returned to Auckland. 
But much sti II needs to be done 
and much money needs to be 
spent before the chapel is ready 
for use. 

To our knowledge, there have 
been two churches in the con­
ference (Australasian) that have 
already sent their donations to­
ward refurnishing the new 
chapel. We hope that also the 
other SDB churches and individ­
uals will contribute to this fund. 

Isn't that exciting to see the 
Lord using even a fire to promote 
his work in this beautiful south­
ern city! 0 

March 1984 

The Central Seventh Day Bap­
tist Church of Maryland hos been 
counting its blessings. In a letter 
to The Sabbath Recorder, the 
church's pastor, Ken C~oniger, 
pOints out the highlights of 1983: 

Our organization year was 
1978. By the end of that year our 
membership was 12, our Sabbath 
average attendance was 18 and 
our average attendance in wor­
ship services was 20. 1983 is 
history: our average attendance 
in worship was 39, Sabbath 
School was 37 and our member­
ship now stands at 29. That 29 is a 
123% growth over five years 
agol 

But let us share some specific 
blessings that happened in 1983. 
>\-. Seven joined the church! . 
* We shared in a written evalu­
ation on the life of the church. 
This was a first step toward 
churchwide goal setting for our 
review with the Seventh Day 
Baptist Missionary Society. 
* Natural Evangelism Training 
Program continued. Twenty-four 

The proposal for a Research 
Project on selecting church plant­
ing pastors was introduced to 
denominational leadership at 
the How to Plant a Church sem­
inar in Pasadena, California in 
December. Drawing on pastors 
who have planted churches from 
the participating denominations, 
the researchers will conduct in­
depth interviews using proce­
dures CJnd data developed in the 
research and business commun­
ities in organizational psy­
chology. The purpose of the inter­
views is to determine dimensions 
of performance categories for 
church planting developments. 

It is hoped that in the fall of 

persons have now taken the first 
stage, 10 have taken the second 
and the third stage is being 
planned. 
'/< We have advanced the dream' 
of having our own church home. 
We have set a goal of acquiring 
a piece of property by the end of 
the year. 
* We began a social outreach 
ministry. 

These are blessings that we 
shared in 1983 and we wanted to 
let SOBs know about them be­
cause SDBs are a part of the 
ministry here. Each of these 
blessings have been partly yours, 
for our pastor is a missionary 
pastor, and you continued to 
give to Our World Mission (OWM, 
the unified denominational 
budget). You have taken time 
both in services of worship and in 
private to pray for us. When you 
have been in the Washington 
Metropolitan area, you have 
worshipped with us. As we grow, 
you grow, for like you we are 
Seventh Day Baptists. 0 

1984, a training seminar (of two 
to four days) will be held for 
denominational leaders to de­
velop skills in selection inter­
viewing. "Participants will learn 
techniques for both eliciting and 
interpreting behavioral data. 
from which predictions of success 
can be made. II 

After consultation with Gen­
eral Conference Executive Sec­
retary Dale D. Thorngate and re­
view by the Advisory and Exec­
utive Committee of the board of 
the SDB Missionary SOciety, the 
board voted to participate on be­
half of Seventh Day Baptists. 
Funds from the development 
fund of the society were appro-
priated to meet the cost. 0 29 
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DaVUS.--Deacon Kenneth W. Davis of Verona, New York, died August 2, 1983. He 
was born January 21, 1931, the son of LaVerne and Ruth Sholtz Dav.is. 

He was a lifelong participant and member of the Verona Seventh Day Baptist Church. 
He was a noted leader in his' church, serving not only with the Deaconate, 
but also with the trustees, many other committees, and was the church treasurer at the 
tim~ (>f his death. He was a noted leader in the community and in farming 
organizations. He had served faithfully on the Verona Town Board, and was still a 
member at the time of his death. He was the treasurer of the Verona Good Will Club, 
the New York Assembly of Seventh Day Baptist Churches, and held several other 
pOSitions in the area organizations. He was a dedicated farmer who loved the 
land and enjoyed the rigors of farming. 

He is survived by his wife, Marie W. Davis; his mother, Ruth S. Davis; four daughters; 
Cynthia D. Scherer of Voorheesville, N.Y., Donna D. Wiley of Sherrill, N.Y., 
Janet D. Butler of Delaware, Ohio, and Nancy D. Tucker of Verona, N.Y.; and by 
three brothers; Olin C. Davis of Oneida, N. Y., Roger F. Davis of Verona, N. Y., and Rev. 
Duane L. Davis of Los Angeles, Calif. 

Services were held at the Verona Seventh Day Baptist Church on August 4, 1983, 
and were led by Rev. Victor W. Skaggs and Rev. Russell Johnson. The burial was in 
the New Union Cemetery. 

Turner G--Vernon F. Turner of New London, Connecticut, died January 6, 
1984. Mr. Turner was a member of the First Seventh Day Baptist Church of 
Hopkinton. 

Born in Westerly, Rhode Island, June 14, 1939, he was the son of the late William V. 
and Frances (Randall) Turner. 

Surviving are a brother, William Nathan Turner of California; three sisters, Frances E. 
Holt of Westerly, Ann louise Coon of Preston, Conn., and Veronica M. McElroy of Salem, 
Conn., and several nieces and nephews. 

Funeral services were held in the Buckler-Johnston Funeral Home in Westerly, with 
Pastor Leon A. Wheeler, officiating. 

Interment was in the First Hopkinton Cemetery, Ashaway, R.1. 
LAW 

Crandall.--Mary Hill Crandall of Ashaway, Rhode Island, and Pompano Beach, 
. Florida, died Sunday, January 15,1984, in Florida, after a brief illness. 

She was the wife of Julian T. Crandall. 
Born in Ashaway on March 10, 1890, she was the daughter of the late Frank 

and Sarah (Green) Hill. . 
Mrs. Crandall was educated at Westerly (Rhode Island) HighSchool and Alfred 

(New York) University. 
She joined the First Seventh Day Baptist Church of Hopkinton in 1902 and was active in 

every phase of church life, Singing in the choir, teaching Sabbath School and working 
in the Ladies Aid. 

Mrs. Crandall was a member of the Sokvabek Club, the Westerly YMCA, the Y Garden 
Club, and the Westerly Hospital Aid Association. 

Surviving besides her husband are three daughters, Elizabeth Driftmier of Pawcatuck, 
Esther Pierson of Stamford, Conn., and Carolyn Preston of Hamilton, Mass.; 
13 grandchildren; and 20 great-grandchildren. 

The committal service was private. A memorial service will be held at the First 
Seventh Day ~aptist Church of Hopkinton in Ashaway early in the summer. 

~ ~ 

High Court to Rule 
on Connecticut 
Sabbath law 

The U.S. Supreme Court has 
been asked to rule that a Con­
necticut law requiring employers 
to give workers ti me off for 
religious observance is constitu­
tional. The request, made in a 
petition filed on behalf of a 
Connecticut chain store manager, 
asks that the U.S. high court 
review a decision of the Con-
. necticut Supreme Court which 
declared the state's Sabbath 
observance employee protection 
statute unconstitutional. 

The Connecticut court had 
declared that any law requiring 
employers to allow employees 
to take time off for religious 
purposes violated the principle 
of separation of church and state. 
The petitioner argues that it isn't , 
so. He says that the Connecticut 
court decision confl icts with nu-

I 

merous decisions of federal and 
state courts which have held that 
protecting employees in the free 
exercise of religion is consti­
tutional. 

The petition was filed by Mr. 
Nathan Lewin, vice-president of 
the National Jewish Commission 
on Law and Public Affairs, on 
behalf of Donald E. Thornton, a 
Connecticut department store 
manager with the Caldor chain 
of retail stores. Thornton asked 
to be excused from working on 
Sunday because he observed 

, the day as his Sabbath. The chain 
offered to transfer him to a store 
in Massachusetts that was closed 
Sundays or demote him. Mr. 
Thornton refused the out of state 
transfer and sued Caldor under a 
1976 revision of the state's Sun­
day laws, specifying that no 
employee could be required to 
work on his or her Sabbath. 0 
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Racca and the ud 

Rocco Dad 

Can of Mud Mother 

was sad. was sad. had disobeyed his 

was not supposed to go into that room until it had the 

walls remudded. This would help keep the winds out during the winter. 

had gone into the room and played with the . Now the 

room was a mess for to clean up and would have to get 

more helped both his parents. 
) 

was sorry he 

had disobeyed. His forgave 

This is the. way to forgive that Jesus is teaching us in Matthew 6: 12 when 

he says, IIforgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors." God forgives us 

when we do wrong things and tell him we are sorry. We should try to be 

good and loving at all times. 

Parents, please note I John 1 :9 and Matthew 18:23-35. D 
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