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@ 0 01 gave them my Sabbaths 
as a sign between us, 

so they would know that 
I the Lord made them holYe 

Ezekiel 20: 12 
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Don't hide thiS issue 
in your stackS of old 
magazineSo Share itt 

The Sabbath Recorder thiS month is very different 
than the usual monthlY magazine that you receive in the 
mail. WhY? Well, thiS is the 1110th anniversarY issue! 
The American Sabbath Tract society (which produces the 
magazine for Seventh Day BaptistS) wanted to do some-
thing special for thiS very special month. You will find none of the regular monthlY neWs or 
columns in thiS issue. Instead, yOU will find colorful 
pictures and some brief wordS about Seventh Bay Bap
tists. HopefullY,You will share this issue with a 
friend who wants to knOW about Seventh Day Baptists or 
perhapS you might leave it out on a coffee table for 

your guests to read. However you use thiS 140th anniversary issue, I 
hope yOU enjOY, it. PerhapS yoU will even learn a 
little about those peculiar __ SingUlar-_Unique people 

called Seventh Day Baptistsl . 

Dear' Reader: 

SincerelY, 

D. Scott Smith 
Editor P.S. If you would like to knoW more about Seventh Day 
Baptists, yOU will find a card enclosed. Fill it out 
and droP it in the mail so that we can contact you. 
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·1 TIN TIVE 

o Yes! I would like more information about Seventh Day Baptists. 

O S d me the Seventh Day Baptist Distinctives booklet. en . 

o Please put me in touch with a Seventh Day Baptist pastor. 

Name: __ ~---------------------------------------------------------------

Street: __ -----------------------:----------------

State: _____ -------'Zip: 
City: __________ ~-----------------------~-'-' 
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your guests to ~ use thiS 140th a~ll even learn a le 

However yo, PerhapS yo~ Wl __ unique peop 
nJ'oy It. ,_slngu1ar 

hope you e . e pecullar-
1 itt 1 e abo u t ~h % ~ Y B apt i s t sl 
called Sevent 

SincerelY, 

Do Scott Smith 
Editor 

S I f yOU wou~d 
P G C , ou w 111 
Baptl sts , ,Y . the 
and droP lt ln 

about Seventh DaY 
l'ke to knoW more d Fill it out 
tind a card encl~~~ ·contact you. 
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peculiar /pi-'kyul-yer / ad} [ME peculier, fr. L pecu/iaris of private property, 
special] 1: belonging exclusively to one person or group 2: felt to be characteristic 
of one only: DISTINCTIVE 3: different from the usual or normal: 
SPECIAL, PARTICULAR 
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eve nth Day Baptists are individuals from all walks of Hfe .. .factory 
workers, bankers, farmers, teachers ... people just like you. They are 

individuals, each accountable to God for the use of their talents; each given 
the Holy Spirit to lead them to truth. Committed to some very simple but 
profound ideas, these people join together to form church congregations for 
worship and fellowship. It is the people that make the church, and the key to 
strength of Seventh Day Baptist churches is the faith of the individual 
members . 
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_. If boveall else, Seventh Day Baptists are 
C/1. Christians. The love of Christ is what 
brings them together into local churches. One 
of the earliest Seventh Day Baptist churches 
in America had this as its theme: Preaching 
Christ, and him crucified. Three hundred 
years later, that theme still sounds through 
Seventh Day Baptist churches. For Seventh Day 
Baptists, the most important common element 
is God's ultimate gift, the saving grace of the 
LordJesus Christ. 

For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
one and only Son, that 
whosoever believes in 

him shall not perish but 
have eternal life. 

John 3: 16 NIV 

II 
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What do Seventh Day Baptists 

Believ ? 
eventh Day Baptists cherish liberty of thought as an essential condition 
for the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, they have no binding 

creed to which members must subscribe. They hold, however, that certain 
, beliefs and practices, having the support of Scripture and adhered to by 

followers of Christ through the centuries, are binding upon all Christians. 
Among these are the following which they hold to be fundamental. 

19 

The Seventh Day Baptist denomination is historically, like other Baptists, 
congregational in polity, and desires that its churches and its members shall 
continue to enjoy freedom of conscience in all matters of religion. The 
Statement of Belief simply points out the views that are generally held by 
Seventh Day Baptists and is not intended to have binding force in itself. 

'lIte Statentettt of 'Belief 
God 

We believe in God, the one personal, 
perfect, and eternal Spirit, Creator, and 
Sustainer of the universe, our Father, who 
manifests a holy redeeming love toward 
all men. 
. Genesis 1: 1; Isaia)125: 1-9; Psalms 90: 1, 2; 91 :2; 

John 4:24; I Timothy 1:17; John 3:16; I John 
3: 1; Ephesians 4:6. 

Jesus Christ 
We believe in Jesus Christ,God 

manifest in the 'flesh, our Savior, Teacher, 
and Guide, who draws to himself all men 
who will come to him in love and trustful 
obedience. 

John 1:14-18; 12:32; Romans 1:3-~; Galatians 
4:4-6; Ephesians 1:18-23; I John 3:16; 2:2. 

, . 

The Holy Spirit 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

indwelling God, the Inspirer of Scripture, 
the Comforter, active in the hearts and 
minds and lives of men, who reproves of 
sin, instructs in righteousness, and . 
empowers for witnessing and service . 

John 14:26; 16:7-14; Acts 1 :8; Romans 5:5; 
II Peter 1 :21. 

The Bible 
We believe that the Bible is the inspired 

record of God's will for man, of which 
Jesus Christ is the mpreme interpreter; 
and that it is our final authority in matters 
of faith and conduct. 

II Timothy 3:14-17; Hebrews 1:1,2; II Peter 
1:19,20; John 20:30, 31. 

- Ii 
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Man 
We believe that man was made in the 

image of God in his spiritual nature and 
personality, and is therefore the noblest 
work of creation; that he has moral 
responsibility, and was created for divine 
sonship and human fellowship, but 
because of disobedience he is in need of a 
Savior. 

Genesis 1 :26,27; Micah 6:8; Psalms 8:4,5; 
II Corinthians 4:15, 16; Ephesians 2:4-10. 

Sin and Salvation 
We believe that sin is any want of 

conformity to the character and will of 
God, and that salvation from sin and 
death, through repentance and faith in 
Christ our Savior, is the gift of God by 

. redeeming love, centered in the atoning 
death of Christ on the cross. 

John 1 :29; 3:5; I John 3:4; Romans 3:23-27; 
Acts 2:37-39; I Peter 2:21-25; Ephesians 2:8. 

. Eternal Life 
We believe that Jesus rose from the 

dead and lives eternally with the Father, 
and that he will come in heavenly glory; 
and that because he lives, eternal life, with 
spiritual and glorified bodies, is the gift of 
God to the redeemed. 

John 3:14, 15; 17:1-3; I Corinthians 15:20-22, 
42-44; I John 5:11, 12; Matthew 25:31-34; 
Colossians 3: 1-4. 

The Church 
We believe that the Church of God is 

the whole company of redeemed people 
gathered by the Holy Spirit into one body 
of which Christ is the head; and that the 
local church isa community of Christ's 
followers organized for fellowship and 
service, practicing and proclaiming 
common convictions. 

, 

Matthew 16:16-19; Colossians 1:18; 
I Corinthians 12: 13, 14; Ephesians 1 :22,23; 
2:19-22; Acts 14:23. 

The Sacraments 
We believe that baptism of believers by 

immersion is a witness to the acceptance 
of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, and is 
a symbol of death to sin, a pledge to a 
new life in Christ. We believe that the 
Lord's Supper commemorates the· 
suffering and death of the world's 
Redeemer, "Till he come, " and 'is a 
symbol of Christian fellowship and a 
pledge of renewed allegiance to our risen 
Lord. 

Matthew 3:13-17; Acts 2:37-39; Romans 6:3, 4; 
Mark 16:16; Matthew 26:26-28; I Corinthians 
10:16,17; 11:23-29. 

Sabbath 
We believe that the Sabbath of the 

Bible, the seventh day of the week, is 
sacred time, antedating Moses and having 
the sanction of Jesus; that it should be 
faithfully kept by all Christians as a day 
of rest and worship, a symbol of God's 
presence in time, a pledge of eternal . 
Sabbath rest. 

Genesis 2:2, 3; Exodus 20:8-11; Isaiah 58: 13, 
14; Ezekiel 20:20; Luke 4:16; Mark 2:27,28; 
Acts 13 :42-44; Matthew 5: 17 -19. 

Evangelism r~-
We believe that Jesus Christ by his life 

and ministry and his final command to 
the disciples, commissions us to promote 
evangelism, missions, and religious 
education, and that it is through these 
agencies that the church must promote 
Christianity throughout the whole world 
and in all human relationships. 

Deuteronomy 6:6, 7; Matthew 28:18-20; 4:19, 
23; Acts 5:42; 20:28-32; I Corinthians 4:17; 
I Thessalonians 5:12-22. 
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People with tradition. 
Seventh Day Baptists emerged as a part of the English 

Reformation, organizing their first church in London in 
the mid-1600's. At least a dozen other Sabbatarian 

congregations were established at about the same time, 
including Bell Lane and Pinner's Hall, but the oldest of 

them all, the Mill Yard Seventh Day Baptist Church, 
has continued for over 325 years. 

The first Seventh Day Baptist in America was Stephen 
Mumford, a member of the Bell Lane church, who 

emigrated in 1664. He joined Dr. John Clarke's First I' 

Baptist Chur, ch in Newport, Rhode Island, the second ;I 
Baptist church in America, where he succeeded iI 

in convincing several other members 
to accept the Sabbath. 

Although the Sabbathkeepers intended to 
remain in fellowship with the first-day church, , 

antagonisms developed and in 1671, seven members 
of the First Baptist Church withdrew to form 

the Newport Seventh Day Baptist Church. 
Soon, the center of Seventh Day Baptist growth 
in New England shifted to the Westerly, Rhode 

Island, area. Other early churches were 
established in New Jersey and Pennsylvania, 

and it was from these three centers 
that the denomination grew. 

A desire to expand the 
fellowship experienced at 

the several Yearly Meetings, 
and to organize for 

missionary efforts, led to 
(\' the founding of the Seventh 

Day Baptist General 
Conference in 1802. 

Denominational 
work 

~' 

If 
!, 

blossomed in the mid-1800's'With the initiation of the first 
foreign mission, the beginning of publishing efforts, and 
an especially strong interest in education. 

The mission to Shanghai, China, was opened in 1847 
and continued for a century until American missionaries 
were forced to flee Communist occupation. An ambitious 
publishing ministry was highlighted by the birth of The 
Sabbath Recorder, the denominational periodical, in 1844. 

Determined that their children and the other children of 
their communities should be provided with quality education, 
Seventh Day Baptists founded academies at 
most of their major locations. Three of these 
became colleges: Alfred University, Alfred, 
New York; Milton College, Milton, Wisconsin; 
and Salem College, Salem, West Virginia. 

Stirred by the zealous Sabbath reform 
efforts of the brilliant A.H. Lewis, and undoubtedly 
benefitting from the evangelistic fervor 
sweeping America, Seventh Day 
Baptists enjoyed their greatest 
expansion, to date, in the nineteenth 
century when they grew to more than 10,000. 

In the first half of the twentieth 
century, Seventh Day Baptists have 
been characterized with the major 
Protestant denominations in America 
in more recent years, by 
heightened interest in social 
concerns and church growth. 
Denominational offices were 
moved from Plainfield, New 
Jersey to Janesville, 
Wisconsin 
in 1982. 
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y what authority? 

e Bible is the final authority 
" 

for Seventh Day Baptists. 
The Bible is a record of God's 
working among his people. It is also a 
record of God's will for his people 
and provides guidance in "matters of 
faith and conduct." In its pages is 
the story of God's desire for a 
relationship with man, and finally 
through Christ, the fulfillment of that 
marvelous plan. 

Seventh Day Baptists turn to their 
Bibles for inspiration, education 
and resources for guiding others to a 
saving faith in Jesus,Christ. 

cAll Scripture is God."breathed 
and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the man of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every 

good work. 

2 Timothy 3: 16.17 

27 
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Only 15 years old itself, the 
Seattle Area Church has 
mothered three new congreg
ations (in Portland, Oregon, 
and Centralia and Spokane, 
Washington) while continuing 
to serve its widely scattered 
urban congregation. 

eventh Day Baptists came to America in 
the later part of the 17th century_ From New 

England, they traveled with the earliest pioneer 
migrations through New York, Pennsylvania and 
West Virginia. Later, Seventh Day Baptist 
pioneers pushed farther west onto the Great 
Plains, over the Rocky Mountains and on to the 
Pacific Ocean. 

o Today, Seventh Day Baptist churches and 
groups are found in rural areas, small towns 
and large cities. A listing of churches, 
fellowships and groups can be found on the 
last page of this publication. 

• 1 
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Founded over a century ago 
by pioneers on the great plains, 
the church in North Loup, 
Nebraska continues its ministry 
to a vigorous community of 
farm families. 

The Pawcatuck church in Westerly, Rhode Island, 
typifies both the New England heritage and the 
missionary zeal of all Seventh Day Baptists. Many 
of its members through the years have served on the 
denominational board which supports both national 
and international mission outreach. 

34 

Since 1811, the "little red church by the side 
of the road" has carried on afaithful witness in 
the rural East Coast community of Marlboro, 
New}ersey. 

30 

The Texarkana, Arkansas, church 
marked its recent silver anniversary by 
launching a branch congregation in 
Shawnee, Oklahoma. 

33 

31 

Reflecting the cosmopolitan nature of the 
Southern California city it serves, the Los 
Angeles congregation is a multicultural/ellow
ship of believers soon to celebrate the church's 

.. 75th anniversary. 

32 

At the edge of the Rocky Mountains since 1928, 
the church in the mile-high city of Denver, 
Colorado, is experiencing rapid new growth requir
ing addition to the modern building completed 
in 1969. 

----------.----.~.--------:---,.---
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hoare eventh Day Baptists? 
eve nth Day Baptists are a family; an open family. If you would like to be a 
part of this family, we would welcome the opportunity to worship with 

you. On the next page, you will find a listing of the churches, fellowships 
and groups of Seventh Day Baptists in the United States and Canada. You 
may also find the stamped address of a local Seventh Day Baptist church. 
Feel free to contact them ... they want to· tell you more about Seventh Day 
Baptists and welcome you to their worship services. 

cA growing part of the family of od. 

__ ~ _______ ~ ____ ~ _____ ~ ______ 1.'7.:': 

DISTINCTIVES 
o Yes! I would like more information about Seventh Day Baptists. 

o Send me the Seventh Day Baptist Distinctives booklet. 

o Please put me in touch with a Seventh Day Baptist pastor. 

______ ---------------State:.----~Zip: __ _ 

Oodge Center SOB Church, Box 340, Oodge Center, MN 55927 

MISSISSIPPI 
Sunshine Mountain SOB Church, Box 37, Chatawa, MS 39632 

MISSOURI 
Christ Memorial Chapel, 2803 N. Park, Springfield, MO 65803 

NEBRASKA 
NorthLoup SOB Church, North Loup, NE 68859 

NEW JERSEY 
Marlboro SOB Church, RO I, Box 364, Bridgeton, NJ 08302 
Plainfield SOB Church of Christ, SOl Central Ave., Plainfield, NJ 07060 
Raritan Valley SOB Church, 707 US 202, Bridgewater, NJ 08807 
Shiloh SOB Church, East Ave., Shiloh, NJ 08353 

WJ<,;ST VIKLINIA 
Crites Me SOB Fellowship, 112',State St., Salem, WV 26426 
Lost Creek SDB Church, Box 241, lost Creek, WV 26385 
Middle Island SOB Church, 192 liberty St., Salem WV 26426 
Ritchie SOB Church, Berea, WV 26327 
Salem SOB Church, 171 E. Main St., Salem, WV 26426 

WISCONSIN 
Albion, SOB Church of, 616 Albion Rd., Edgerton, WI 53534 
Madison SOB Church, 518 N. Franklin Ave., Madison, WI 53703 
Milton SOB Church, 720 E. Madison Ave., Milton WI 53563 
New Auburn SOB Church, Rt2, New Auburn, WI 54757 
Walworth SOB Church, 223 Vine St., Oelavan, WI 53115 

1 
. TN 38128 

YOUR LOCAL CHURCH: 
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event DayB ptists? 
eve nth Day Baptists are a family; an open family. If you would like to be a 
part of this family, we would welcome the opportunity to worship with 

you. On the next page, you win find a listing of the churches, fellowships 
and groups of Seventh Day Baptists in the United States and Canada. You 
may also find the stamped address of a local Seventh Day Baptist church. 
Feel free to contact them ... they want to ten you more about Seventh Day 
Baptists and welcome you to their worship services. 
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Duuge (enler S])B Church. Box 14H. !Jouge (enler, ~lN ,5yli 

MISSISSIPPI 
Sun.lhme ,\lounlaln SDB (hurch. Box 37 , (halalla, ,\lS 3%32 

MISSOURI 
Chml MemOflai (harel, 2X03 N Park, 'irrlngllelu, ,\1() 65X()3 

NE8RASKA 
NOflh l.oup S[)1l Church, North Lour, Nt, 6~~5Y 

NEW JERSEY 
Marlboro SDB Church, RD I, Ilox 364, IlridgelOn, NJ Ok302 
Plainfield S[)B l hurch of Chrisl, 501 Cenlral Ave" Plainfield, NJ 07060 
Raman Valley S[)1l Church, 707 US 202, Ilfldgewaler, NJ 08807 
Shiloh SDB Church, Easl Ave" Shiloh, NJ 08353 
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Wt~~1 ViKlJlNIA 
erHel Mt. S[)B I'rilowlh,p, 112 Siale St., Salem. WV 26426 
I osl ( reek S[)B Church, Box 241, LOll Creek, WV 26385 
Middle illand SDB Church, 192 Libeny 51., Salem WV 26426 
Rilch,e SDB Church, Berea, WV 26327 
Salem S[)B Church, 1711. Main St., Salem, WV 26426 

WISCONSIN 
Albion. SDB Church of, 616 Albion Rd" Edgerlon, WI 53534 
Mad"on S[)B Church, 518 N. Franklin Avc" Madillln, WI 53703 
Milton S[)B Church, 720 L Madison Ave., Milton WI 53563 
Nell Auburn SDB Church, Rt2, New Auburn, WI 54757 
Walworth SDB Church. 223 Vine St., Delavan, WI 53115 
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