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Editor's Note: 

Many of you will notice that this issue of The Sabbath Recorder is shorter than 
usual. After over 14 years of service, the American Sabbath Tract Society's 
typesetting machine broke down for the last time recently. Typesetting delays due 
to the breakdown have forced us to shorten this issue. 

We are happy to announce that the Trustees of the American Sabbath Tract 
Society have voted to purchase a new typesetting machine which is expected to go 
into service before the July issue of the magazine. The new machine, a Varityper . 
6200 digital typesetter, will greatly enhance the denomination's type capabilities.· 
We hope you will like the change. nss 
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by Rev. Don A. Sanford 

Matthew 6:25-34 

"Look at the birds of the air: they 
neither sow nor gather into barns, and 
yet your hea venly Fa ther feeds them. 
Are you not of more value than they?" 

Matt. 6:26 

These words taken from the heart of 
Jesus' Sermon on the Mount speak a 
familiar message of complete trust in 
God. Yet the question has often been 
raised as to whether man can just "live 
like the birds," without a care in the 
world or without working and plan
ning. For a trusting faith often involves 
risk, effort and commi tmen t which goes 
beyond that of the birds and the flowers 
of the field. "Aren't you of more value 
than they?" asked Jesus. The New 
English Bible is even more positive in 
its translation: "You are worth more 
than the birds!" 

When one considers the fact that the 
greatest single cause of death among 
birds is starvation, he has to be a little 
cautious in any literal interpretation of 
this concept of being "as free as the 
birds." For faith, if it is true, for man 
recognizes that he has decisions to 
make which must be made in absolute 
trust. 

Let me illustrate by a little parable 
which is over 50 years old, but con
tinues to speak its message. On a sel
dom used trail across a desert waste 
there is an old pump to which has been 
fastened a baking powder can with the 
following letter inside: 

"This pump is all right as of June 
1932. I put a new sucker washer into it 
and it ought to last at least five years. 
But the washer dries out and the pump 
has got to be primed. Under the white 
rock I buried a bottle of water, out of the 
sun and cork end up. There's enough 

June 1985 

water in it to prime the pump, but not if 
you drink some first. 

"Pour about one-fourth in and let her 
soak to wet the leather. Then pour in 
the rest medium fast and pump like 
crazy! You'll get water. The well has 
neverrundry. Have faith. When yougit 
watered up, fill the bottle and put it 
back like you found it for the next feller. 

Signed, Desert Pete 
"P.S. Don't go drinkin' up the water 
first. Prime the pump with it and you'll 
git all you can hold." 

Here is a prime example of a trusting 
and daring faith. Picture a man who 
has come along that trail and is nearly 
perishing for thirst. Then he stumbles 
onto that pump out in the wilderness. 
He knows that there is a bottle of water 
just a few feet away which could offer 
him relieffrom his thirst. What a temp
tation it would be to drink that water 
which was certain, rather than pouring 
it out into an old pump. For once it is 
poured out, there is no reclaiming it 
again if the pump does not work. 

All sorts of possibilities might run 
through his mind. How does he know 
he can trust that note? What if the 

I . . 

leathers have deteriorated? After all, 
even new pumps sometimes cannot be 
completely guaranteed. Or suppose the 
well has gone dry? Just because it 
never has gone dry is no real assurance 
that it never willl There is always a first 
time. 

But the note wisely says: "Have 
faith!" This is the key to the whole 
situation-have faith. But this faith is 
not the faith of a bird, or of the flowers; 
it is a faith which has four specific 
characteristics. 

First, faith must have an object. In 
this case, one must trust Desert Pete, 
even though he has never seen or known 
him. In fact, ifhe were asked to prove if 
there actually was a Desert Pete, one 
would be hard pressed to produce him. 
Yet his very survival, and the survival 
of others who follow him, depends upon 
faith that this unknown man was trust
worthy. 

The only tangible evidence which 
one has is contained in that can tied to 
the pump handle and the bottle of 
water beneath the rock. But if one is to 
survive, he must have faith in old Desert 
Pete. 

It seems to me that there is a great 

Don't go drinkin' up the 
water firsto Prime the pump 
with it talnd you'll git all you 
can JhuoldL 
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parallel here. For mankind a~ a whole, 
and each one of us individually, finds 
himself thirsting. The road has been 
hot and lonely. We yearn for a cool 
drink of water. But in man's struggling 
there comes a hope. There is a Christ 
whe beckons us on. He says to us: "I am 
the living water." 

How many times God has given the 
. promise of water to his people. In the 
wilderness, the children of Israel were 
thirsty. God said to Moses, "Thou shalt 
smite the rock, and there shall come 
water out of it" (Ex. 17:6). Moses had 
faith in God; he obeyed; and the peo
ple's thirst was quenched. The psalmist 
sang often of the waters. As the shep
herd, the Lord led his sheep by the still 
waters and there was trust in the sheep 
who followed. The prophet gave hi~ 
great invitation to worship with the 
word, "Lo everyone that thirsteth; 
come ye to the waters" (Isa. 55:1). 

John records for us the experience of 
the woman at the well in Samaria who . 
was greatly puzzled over how one who 
had no bucket could possibly quench 
her thirst. But Jesus said, "Everyone 
who drinks of this water will thirst 
again, but whoever drinks of the water 
that I give him will never thirst; that 
water that I give him will becoine a 
spring of water welling up to eternal 
life." And the woman said, "Sir, give 
me of the water, that I may not thirst, 
nor come to draw" (John 4:13-15). 

How did Moses know that there was 
. a God whom he could trust? How did 

the psalmist know about the Shepherd 
who led beside the still waters? How did 
the prophet understand that in the 
midst of captivity men could be com
forted by water without price? How did 
the Samaritan know that Jesus was 
telling the truth when he spoke of the 
water which would quench all thirst? 

We do not know all of the experiences 
which led to these affirmations of faith, 
·but they had .evidence which was sim
ilar to that which the traveler had at 
Desert Pete's well. He had the fact that 
a well was there. Somebody had cared 
and had put a pump at that desolate 
spot, put it there perhaps because he 
knew that others would have need of it. 

How many ways one sees that God 
has anticipated his needs. He has 

blazed a trail for us. We may not be able 
to see him, literally, but he has left his 
pump. He has also left a note for us, a 
written message .. His Word has been 
preserved telling us how to prime our 
pump. The living water which we are to 
use is also present. "Have faith," we 
say, knowing that the one who left that 
message and means of survival was 
honest. "Have faith!" is a message for 
our time. 

The second element in this daring 
faith is demonstrated in the fact that 
one must risk something in order to 
gain more. "Don't go drinking up the 
water first. Prime the pump with it and 
you'll git all you can hold." 

There was a risk involved in it. The 
water which he had to use to prime the 
pump was something that he could see; 
it was right there in his hand. But trust
ing that the one who left the note was 

telling the truth, he risked the tangible 
present for an uncertain future. 

As we reflect back over Biblical his
tory we become aware ofthis same ele
ment of risk. Abraham went out, not 
knowing where he was going. But he 
risked the security of Ur and Haran for 
the land God had given to him. Moses 
risked everything in returning to Egypt. 
Even the children who were held in 
slavery left a certain amount of secur
ity which they had in slavehood, risk
ing this to gain the Promised Land. The 
book of Ecclesiastes acknowledges the 
risk of faith as one reads: "Cast thy 
bread upon the waters; for thou shalt 
find it after many days" (Ecc. 11:1). 

Jesus' whole ministry was centered 
about the risk of faith. He called the 
disciples to leave their nets. He called 
men to put their hand to the plow with
out looking back. "He who finds his life 
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shall lose it, and he who loses his life for 
my sake shall find it" (Matt. 10:39). 

This is one of the hardest things 
which we, as Christians, have to do: 
risk our faith-cast the certain security 
which we may have in our hands for an 
uncertain promise of greater blessings. 
Perhaps part of our reason for this hesi
tancy on our part is due to the fact that 
we have been let down so many times 
before. We have trusted in things which 
are not reliable. We have trusted in 
other people who have let us down. We 
have seen false hopes, mirages in a 
wilderness, and gone citer rainbows in 
the sky. 

Ours is a generation which has been 
very skeptical. Even the best inten
tioned actions have been met with sus
picions, so we dare not risk our faith 
again. We drink up the water intended 
for priming the pump, but leave the 
well, dissatisfied, selfish and self
centerd. Those who follow in our foot
steps are thus deprived of even that 
water to prime the pump and die of 
thirst, with a supply of water just 
beneath their feet. It has happened to 
churches, and it has happened to in
dividuals. 

But, by the grace of God, it need not 
happen. For God's word is true and his 
resources are unlimited. Only trust with 
faith and dare risk something. Cast thy 
bread upon the waters; give of your
selves; and you will be satisfied. With
hold yourselves, and your thirst will 
continue. 

The third characteristic of a trusting 
and daring faith is patience. "Pour 
about one-fourth in and let her soak to 
wet the leather. Then pour in the rest, 
medium fast," said Desert Pete: What a 
temptation it would be to begin pump
ing too soon, before the water has had 
time to soak the leathers. The hardest 
thing for some people to do is wait. We 
are obsessed with speed; we want mira
cles to happen immediately. 

There are those in our society, even 
within the framework of the Christian 
church, who have capitalized on the 
concept of instantaneous results of 
faith. These capture the imagination, 
even to the extent of providing televi
sion entertainment in publicizing mir
acle healings. To. be sure, there are 
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What have I personally done to 
bring the life=giving waters up to 
the surface where they may be 
used to satisfy the thirst of 
man? 

times when the results seem immediate. 
Jesus touched the sick and they were 
healed. But there were also times when 
the healing was delayed. The blind 
man at Siloam had to go to the pool and 
be washed. In the Old Testament, 
N aaman, the leper, had to dip seven 
times in the river Jordan. It took God 
only a few days to get the children of 
Israel out of Egypt, but it took 40 years 
to prepare the people for entrance into 
the promised land. Or consider the 
conversion of Paul; he was struck on 
the road to Damascus in an instant, but 
he reminds the Galatians that it was at 
least 14, possibly 17 years, before he 
was ready to be used by God in mis
sionary outreach. 

Sometimes it does take time for our 
"leathers to get soaked up," particu
larly when our faith has been inactive 
for considerable time. One cannot come 
to church on Easter, or Christmas, or at 
a spiritual renewal meeting, and expect 
to find full meaning in the Christian 
life in a moment. It takes time and 
patience. "Pour about one-fourth in and 
let her soak to wet the leather ..... then 
pour in the rest med' ast." 

This brings us to t . e final character-

Desert Pete remin us that after we 
have trusted, a risked, and waited, 
"we are to pump like crazy!" Then we 
shall get water. After we have been sat
isfied, the action must extend to those 
who may follow after us. "When you get 
watered up," he said, "fill the bottle and 
put it back like you found it for the next 
feller." 

This also is one of the pressing needs 
of our time; we need people who will 
"pump like crazy." One may have all 
the faith in the world in God, and he 
may even be willing to risk a little here 
andthere. One may pour out his faith to 
prime the pump. In fact, that is what a 
great deal of our giving to the church 
is-just a prime for the pump. But how 
many are there who are willing to grab 
a hold of that pump handle and pump 
like crazy? 

Perhaps each one of us ought to ask 
in all sincerity, "What have I person
ally done to bring the life-giving waters 
up to the surface where they may be 
used to satisfy the thirst of man?" How 
many meetings have been held which 
have inspired a priming of the pumps, 
but fail because there are too few who 
are willing to work the handle. Concern 
may be shown over the barren and dry. 
wilderness of the ch urch in the world or 
the community. There have been those 
who have risked, both in the past and 
the present, pouring years of service 
into the well. But unless there are also 
those who will grab hold of that handle 
and pump like crazy, the well will 
appear dry. The water will never get 
quite to the top 

Now it is true that sometimes God's 
blessings are like an artesian well 
whose waters flow to the top without 
any effort. There is a faith like that of 
the birds or the flowers. God invited us 
to drink of this water also. But more 
often God's blessings are like the pump 
in the desert; one has to put forth faith 
Con t. to page 22. 
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A special assignment~power charged 

by Dale D. Thorngate 

, "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusa
lem, and in all Judea andSamaria, and the ends of the 
earth. " Acts 1:8 

A commission is a special assignment. In the mil
itary, there are commissioned and non-commissioned 
officers. A commissioned officer is appointed by the 
Congress of the United States and is responsible to the 
President and his senior officers for that special 
assignment. It is different in the church. There is no 
difference between the pastor or other leaders and the 
members. All are commissioned by Jesus for the same 
assignment. 

In this fourth year of the Seventh Day Baptist 
"Decade of Discipleship," our Conference President, ' 
Calvin Babcock, has challenged us to respond to the 
Great Commission as stated in Matthew 28:19 and 20. 
Perhaps the Acts version of the Commission is easier 
for Seventh Day Baptists to relate to. It reflects the 
situation the disciples found themselves in after Jesus' . 
ascenSIOn. 

Afraid and small 
The disciples must certainly have been in a state of 

fear and. frustration. They had just lost their leader in 
a very strange series of events. Most of them had 
expected to be lead into a campaign that would replace 
the Roman empire with the Jewish empire and would 
install Jesus as the Emperor of the World. Instead, in 
the last few days surrounding our Biblical account , , 
Jesus had died a criminal's death on the cross. He had 
been resurrected from the grave, appeared to several of 
the disciples and then disappeared up into the heavens. 

It is a time of fear, frustration and soul-searching. 
As the disciples look around at each other in the upper 

For God did not give 
us a Spirit of timidity, 
but a Spirit ofpower, 
of love and self
disciplineo 

II Timothy 1:7 

room, they must surely feel small and insignificant 
with no hope for the kingdom to which they had been 
commissioned. When Seventh Day Baptists think 
about Christ's commission to us to "Go into all the 
world," it can be very easy for us to feel as the disciples 
must have during those days before Pentecost. There 
are only 54,000 Seventh Day Baptists in 16 different 
countries of the world. Inthe United States, there are 
only about 5,100 in 70 churches. I like the Great Com
mission from Acts because the assignment "to go to 
the ends of the earth" includes a promise-the power 
of the Holy Spirit to make it possible. I remember the, 
Apostle Paul's words in II Timothy 1:7, "For God did 
not give us a Spirit oftimidity, but a Spirit of power, of 
love and self-discipline." 

Wait, pray, remember 
Jesus commanded his disciples to wait in Jerusalem 

until they received the power of the Holy Spirit. We 
know this time was a time of prayer, study of the 
Scriptures and reflecting on what Jesus had taught 
them. Our challenge to "go into all the world" must be 
preceded by prayer, Bible study, and reflection on 
Christ's teachings. When the Holy Spirit comes upon 
us, we will not fail. Our Commission is to share God's 
love and promise of Salvation. 

In John 'we get a new insight about this Commis
sion. Jesus says, "A new commandment I give you: 
Love one another, as I have loved you, so you must love 
one another. All men will know that you are my disci
ples if you love one another." (John 13:34-35) 

Love each other and be ready to respond to Christ's 
Commission with power. SR 
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Summer Christian Service Corps 

by Dierdre Sanford 

As a program sponsored by the S.D.B. 
denomination, Summer Christian Ser-

" vice Corps has many benefits. It's an 
excellent opportunity to tryout new 
skills at a church where people don't 
have any preconceived ideas of what 
you normally do. It's a good chance to 
experience and develop new talents. 
You meet many new people and really 
develop lasting relationships. (Just ask 
Marian Marteny.) 

I personally still keep in contact with 

my host family of two summers. I 
wouldn't trade thahrelationship for 
anything. 

There's a lot of learning "smushed" 
into one summer. It takes place in all 
different forms. I learned that in the 
south, people almost always put sugar 
in their ice tea and that the beaches in 
Los Angeles are always crowded. In 
learning how to get along with my 
partners, whom I saw 24 hours a day, 
living peacefully with my college room-

Profile of an sese worker 
Height: Small enough to "humble himself in the sight of the Lord" yet tall 
enough to "be raised up with Christ in the heavenlies." 

Weight: Variable-but must be willing to expand from all the good home-cooking 
of church ladies. 

Eye Color: Heavenly blue. 

Eyesight: Needs expandable vision to see God's power at work. 

Age: Seventeen plus years. It's never too late for sese. 

SDB Geneology: Adopted as a son/daughter of God. 

Occupation: The Lord's bond servant. 

Educational Background: Must have completed the 11th grade. 

A vailable Time: Mid-June to mid-July. 

Mobility: Must be willing to relocate to any willing host church in the U.S. 

Sociability: Must be able to work closely with at least one other SCSCer on the 
project. 

Requested Summer Wage: The work is voluntary but the retirement plan (i.e., 
Eternal Life) can't be beat. 

Abilities: Variable, bllt will be equipped by God for every good work, depending 
on project needs. This may include camp counseling, youth leading, fence build
ing, roof gutter cleaning, church painting, worship service leading, freeway driv
ing, Bible Club leading and planning, tree moving, sign painting, lawn mowing, 
video taping, sheet ironing, cookie taking and okra eating. 

Interests: Travel (especially at the expense of others). SR 
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mates was a sl)ap. 
Most important of all is the personal 

growth and increased understanding 
of God. Each summer of sesc I got a 
bigger picture of who God is. I learned 
God could be trusted. When he says his 
grace is sufficient and that we can do 
all things through him who streng
thens us, he really means it! It was a 
true opportunity to learn to depend on 
God. For example, before going to my 
first project in Memphis, I was petri
fied. The city seemed so big and for
eign. The work to be done seemed diffi
cult and impossible. But I went and 
lived through it and actually grew to 
love it there because God was with me, 
patiently teaching me that he was look
ing out for me. God taught me in a way 
I'll never forget. 

Sometimes the projects didn't turn 
out to be all I had hoped. Sometimes 
they werebetterthan I had ever dream
ed of. But God is unchanging and faith-

God rewarded 
every summer of 
service !by a bigger 
picture of himself: 

ful. He never disappointed me. He re
warded every summer of service by a 
bigger picture of himself. Sometimes I 
didn't always realize what I learned 
until weeks or months later, but I 
always grew from the summer. 

"But we all, with unveiled ,face, 
beholding as in a mirror the glory of the 
Lord, are being transformed into the 
same image from glory to glory, just as 
from the Lord, the Spirie' 

II Cor. 3:18 

Editor's Note: Dierdre Sanford served 
three years as an SCSC worker and 
later on the staff She is a medical tech
nologist at Edgerton Hospital, Edger-

W· SR ton, IS. 9 
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FOCUS 

¥ISSIONS TODAY 

Project underway 
in Burma 
TAHAN, BURMA, ASIA: The special 
building project for a new chapel and 
Burma SOB Conference office at Tahan, 
the major town in the Chin Hills, was 
started by their conference. At theApril 
meeting of the Missionary Board, $7,000 
was voted to aid in reaching their goal. 
(See pictures of Burma on pages 13 and 
14.) SR' 

Tucson witness 
continues to 
grow 
TUCSON, AZ, USA: Last October the 
Denver, CO church, with help from the 
Mid-Continent Association, encour
aged several of their members to begin 
a regular witness in Tucson. Monthly 
visits have been made by the mother 
church pastor, John Bevis, by Rev. 
Alton L. Wheeler from River~ide, CA 
and others. For the first several months 
a Sabbath School class was held each 
week in a home and a monthly worship 
service in a church building when the 
pastor visited. In March they voted to 
have both meetings each week at the 
church and continue throughout the 
summer; obtained a phone with listing 
in the Yellow Pages; and adopted an 
outreach budget to increase visibility. 
They also asked for regular pastoral 
help. Their application for aid in sup
port of a new Extension Pastor was 
approved at the April Missionary 

10 Board meeting. . SR 

by Leon R. Lawton 

Madison church 
gets pastor 
MADISON, WI, USA: One of the new
est Seventh Day Baptist churches locat
ed in the capital of Wisconsin receives 
their first pastor this month. Kevin 
Butler, who completed seminary in 
Columbus, OH in May, is their new 
Extension Pastor in cooperation with 
the Missionary Society. Immediately 
following graduation he was able to 
take a "How to Plant a Church" seminar 
in Philadelphia, sponsored by the 
Charles E. Fuller Institute. Unitl now 
the Madison church has been served by 
Rev. Earl Cruzan, visiting pastors and 

. their own members who have conducted 
services. They meet at the First Baptist 
Church, 514 N. Franklin Ave., Madi
son, each Sabbath morning. SR 

Church pla.ns 
renovations 
WAKENAAM ISLAND, GUYANA, 
SOUTH AMERICA: For some years 
the SOB church on this island has not 
met. Their building is in disrepair. Now 
Sister Inez Peters writes, "We are plan
ning to make (the church building) 
smaller using whatever materials are 
good from the (old) building and pur
chasing a few new pieces according to 
what our treasury can afford." There is 
hope that this witness can be revived 
this year. SR 

i\ELLORE, II\DIA, ASIA. 

Missionary Board 
aids India 
NELLORE, INDIA, ASIA: Inflation 
pressures have caused the costs for the 
new church/conference building to 
exceed earlier estimates. Rev. B. John 
V. Rao reported that local funds were 
being used wherever possible but could 
not meet additional costs. Thus an 
additional $1,000 was sent by the Mis
sionary Board the first of May to meet 
this need. SR 

Groundwork 
laid in Hawaii 
HONOLULU, HI, USA: A Seventh Day 
Baptist service and informational meet
ing was held on Sabbath, May 25, 
bringing together some members of 
SOB churches on the mainland and 
others looking for a Sabbath church 
home. Preparation was made by Rev. 
Shensei Hokama, of the Los Angeles 
church, with Leon R. Lawton of the 
Missionary Society participating. It is 
hoped that from this small beginning a 
new congregation can be formed in our 
island state. SR 
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A prayer reminder for each day 
July 1985 
Verse for the Month: "Therefore go and make disciples in all the nations, baptizing them into the name ofthe Father and 
ofthe Son and ofthe Holy Spirit, and then teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you; and be sure 
of this-that I am with you always, even to the end of the world." Matthew 28: 19, 20 TLB 

Pray for: 

1. summer camps in session and planned for this month 
2. Baptist World Congress, Los Angeles, CA (thru the 

7th) 
3. Extension Pastor Kevin Butler, Madison, WI 
4. new a wareness of our nation's freedoms and responsib

ilities 
5. Rodney Henry as he seeks the Lord's leading in 

ministry 
6. Mrs. Lozani from Malawi as she ministers at the L.A. 

church 

7. the closing session of Baptist World Congress, tonight 
B. Executive Secretary Dale D. Thorngate (50 today!) 
9. the Tucson, AZ branch church in their outreach min

istries 
10. Missionaries David and Bettie Pearson, Blantyre, 

Malawi, Africa 
11. sese Teams in their witness and work this month 
12. early completion of Nellore, India church and confer

ence building 
13. printing ministries of Seventh Day Baptists 

14. Matt. 9:38-for additional leaders for churches and 
ministries 

15. L.s. Thanga and Tahan building project-new chapel 
and offices 

16. Mynor and Marion Soper, ministeringin Texarkana, 
AR 

1'7. medical ministries at four centers in Malawi, Africa 
lB. Vacation Bible Schools 
19. the Conference in Poland and their new hymn book 

publication 
20. the "Center" staff in preparation for Conference 

21. local churches seeking pastoral leadership 
22. retired pastor Charles H. Bond, Shiloh, New Jersey 
23. Dennis Palmer, graduate seminary student, Phil

adelphia 
24. sister churches and pastors in South Africa and Trans

kei 
25. the New Work projects, especially those in my own 

church area 
26. tra velers to Conference 
27. Robert and Linda Harris ministering at Albion, WI 

28. Leon.and Linda Wheeler ministering at Ashaway, RI 
29. Conference President Calvin Babcock and Conference 

seSSlOns 
30. General Council in their pre-Conference sessions this 

week 
31. Pre-Con camps in Arkansas: Leaders and those attend

mg 
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Moving? . 
Please clip this change of address form and mail it to: 

Circulation Department 
The Sabbath Recorder 
P.O. Box 1678 
Janesville, WI 53547 

New Address: 

Name: 

Street: 

Affix your 
old mailing label 

here 

City: _______ ~ _______________ ~§tate: _____ Zip: ___ _ 
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Pearsons' prayer letter 
, 

April 1985 On the monthly medical inspection to move into a small room for church. 
visits, I join Bettie as driver. At We were about 40, though many were 

Dear Friends, Thomas we are constructing a staff children requiring less space. Through 
In spite of all that has been said house. I give direction to the project, an interpreter-a microbiologist-I

about drought in Africa, Mal,awi is' pay workers, keep tax cards, purchase gave a message on Baptist Distinctives 
clothed in green and soon to emerge materials and arrange for delivery. of considerable interest to the young 
from an excellent growing season. The The Thomas road being so poor, we men. 
Psalmist said, "Let us exalt His name were delighted to see evidence that the We continue to enjoy participation in 
together." Hopefully, other countries government is soon to improve it. So far an interdenominational, Monday even
are experiencing similar blessing. little has been done, though the road ing prayer service which began over'20 

Abundant rainfall in neighboring has been extended beyond our place. years ago at the suggestion of Michael 
Mozambique has resulted in some flood- With the use of tire chains on the rear Cassidy of Africa Enterprise. The group
ing. Pray for the people of this war- wheels, and the four-wheel driveofthe meets in our home as well as others, 
torn, famine-hit Marxist country. Spme- Daihatsu hardtop jeep, we have always and sometimes at the Good News Book
one said, "It's a good land, but the . managed-with God's help-to get up shop. 
people have ruined it." and out. Last time we.did lodge a rear I have been asked to serve on the 

Not all are iIi position to enjoy Mala- wheel in a deep rut, which made for- Nominations Committee of The Bible 
wi's greenery. Earlier this term, Jean, ward and backward movement impos- Society in Malawi, a new experience for 
the daughter of Pastor and Mrs. Nan- sible. I was pleased to find a part of the me. The committee is chaired by the 
tikwa, was taken from us. She was a chassis wherelcould place ajack with- head of the Malawi branch of World 
Form IV studentat Stella Maris Secon- @iMifiii!iiii.!i!i5ii iitlW@!ii"mi@Ii@i'M \.ih i n't\@\iW"" Vision International, who has a 'degree 
dary School, a Catholic institution. in law, as does the Executive Director 
After contracting hepatitis and a period- of the Bible Society who sits with us 
of illness, she was gone. School staff ex-officio. I am the only white person 
assisted greatly at the time of this pain- on the committee. , 
ful loss. Moslems were helpful- . There is need The value of the U.S. dollar.has run 
also. The funeral was something of an high and given excellent exchange into 
ecumenical event when even political to better demon.... local currency. Gasoline has frequently 
leaders were present. I was invited to h L d" run short and sells at about $3.14 per 
preachatthevillage, and what a wonder- strate t e ' or ,S U.S. gallon. It would be much higher in 
fulopportunityitwastoopenthebook power and beauty" dollars were it not for the excellent 
of books, for the Lord of Lords. exchange rates. Ensuring one has suf-
Recently two of our medical workers ficientfuelfor a given trip can be hectic 
were called upon to relinquish their at times. 
beloved children. None, not even medi- Our greater problems, however, are 
cal workers, claim exemption. spiritual, and there is need to better 

MeetMr. Nedson Mabedhi, a man of demonstrate the Lord's power and-
28 who lives on the upper side of our hpt"l!5!il" #®M§MN\IIIilIl!il!i§ i!!piil!!t!@i!\1I!I!W'll\iiii!lm* ifiiili;f!\jjji@M!1@!%i! beauty in our lives. Some of our workers 
plot. He is very helpful when we are out having to get underneath. It was have let us down at times, but the Lord, 
here,andalsowhen we are away, watch- now a matter of screwing and piling in typical goodness,enables the work 
ing the property. His services to us stones in succession until stones could to go on. 
mean that we have more time and be put under the sunken wheel. Being BettieandI enjoyed a book by Watch
strength to give to missionary tasks. more on level ground, ourlittlemechan- man Nee entitled, "Sit, Walk, Stand." I 
Though not a Seventh Day Baptist, he ical "work horse" was enabled to surge want to go back and take some notes, 
is an enthusiastic membet of the Chris- forward. possibly to share with others. Mr. Nee 
tian Church and already has assumed In town, we have four places of wor- has an excellent understanding of the 
some leadership. ' ship. One of these is Mbayani, where I Christian life. 

Bettie is once again saddled with the was scheduled to speak on February 2, Let us pray for our joint success, both 
work of Medical Administrator. Though Baptist World Alliance Day. We drove here and there. The enemy of our'souls 
a non-medic, her medical vocabulary nearly two miles, and then left the is frequently present, but so is the lover 
increases as she works hard providing truck to do the remaining mile on foot. of our souls who· is greatly superior. 
leadership to the business aspects of A stream was higher than before but God wills that he, Jesus, win the battle. 
running our three centers: Makapwa, we both managed to cross over. Sab- ' And this is how it will end, one of these 
Thembe and Thomas. Recently she took bath School was held behind the house days. Together we can say, "Amen." 
out time to rewrite 13 Bible Class les- of the lay leader, under a sparsely 
sons to be used with baptismal candi- . thatched lean-to structure. Rain began . In His Love, 

12 dates prior to baptism. to prove a problem, so we were pleased Bettie and David SR 
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Pictures from Burma 

June 1985 

Worshippers on Sabbath day, 23 
March '1985 after services. 

" 

Mr. Neihchana completed his 
theological training in 1984 and has 
served as a pastor since then. 
At the ann ual Conference sessions 
at Tahan he was called to ordination. 

Rev. Neihchana giving his testimony. 

Rev. L.S. Thanga hands Rev. 
Neihchana a holy Bible and Ordination 
Certificate following the prayer. 

13 
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Eating is part ofpublic 
gathering in Burma and 

everywhere. Some of the SDB 
leaders take a meal at the 

kitchen of Elder Hrathnuna 
on Sunday 24 March 1985. 

Mr. Kapmanga, a new theological student to 
begin his studies from June 1, 1985. 

Laying on of hands a t the 
ordination of Rev. Neihchana, 
23 March 1985 at the Tahan 
SDB Church. 

The Sabbath Recorder 

Thy Word IS a light .. 

of rjS 
UCSilOn 

Feed my sheep 
A pastoral instruction from our Lord 

When they had finished breakfast, 
Jesus said to the pastor, 

"Pastor, do you love Me more than these?" 
The Pastor said to Him, 

"Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." 
He said to the pastor, 

"Feed My Sheep" 

He said to the pastor again a second time, 
"Pastor, do you love Me?" 

The Pastor said to Him, 
"Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." 

Jesus said to the pastor, 
66Feed My Sheep" 

He said to the pastor the third time, 
"Pastor, do you love Me?" 

Pastor Russell Johnson talks with Chris 
and Mallie Petrie a t the Verona, New York, 
Seventh Day Baptist Church. 

The pastor was grieved because Jesus said to him 
the third time, "Do you love Me?" 

June 1985 

And the Pastor said to Him, 
"Lord, You know all things; 

You know that I love You." 
Jesus said to the pastor, 

"Feed My Sheep" 

The Pastor, turning around, saw another whom Jesus loved 
following them. 

The Pastor seeing him said to Jesus, 
"Lord, what about this man?" 

Jesus said to the pastor, 
"If I want him to remain ... , what is that to you?" 

"Yon Follow Me" 

Adapted from John 21 
For Minister's Conference, Shiloh, New Jersey, 1985 15 
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The Children's Page 

Racco learns about patience 

Racco Home Seeds 

Dad Heart Mom 

~ family moved to their new M It was bigger and there was more yard to play in. One day 

~ .•.• ~ • \~i U went WIth hIS ~ to the far back corner of hIS new yard. W helped dig in the ground. 

~ (~~~ . 

gave ~ some corn q~ to put in the ground. They covered the q~ and, watered them. 

. Patiently, they w'ould go and look at the garden each day. Seven days went by and they found some tiny corn 

sprouts. They would patiently water and weed the corn patch. More days went by and the stalks grew taller. 

More days went by and the ears formed, then the silks. Each day ~ and his would pull weeds and 

water the plants. Patiently they waited for the corn to develop. 

read from Luke 8: 15, '~And ~he q~ in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the word in an 

honest and good V' and hold it fast, and bear fruit with patience." W knew that his V was the 

. good soiL Reading the Bible was the seed and living what ~ and ~ taught him each day was the 

~ 
patient part. SR 
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Chronigers ordained in New Auburn church 

by Genny Pederson 
Pastor Don and Charlotte Chroniger 

of the New Auburn Seventh Day Bap
tist Church were ordained into the gos
pel ministry at services on Sabbath 
Day, April 13. Special guests were Pas
tor Don's parents, Jim and Rose Chro
niger of Lanham, Md.; grandmother 
Geraldine Kramer, also of Lanham; 
and Charlotte's parents, Jesse and Joan 
Mennen of Aplington, Iowa. 

The weekend services began on Fri
day night with a time of testimonies 
and singing, and with a message by 
Pastor Chroniger. 

Sabbath morning services were at 
10:00 with an organ and piano duet by 
Elizabeth Zenner and Charlotte Chro
niger. Loyal Pederson, who was wor
ship leader, introduced Pastor Don and 
Charlotte, who each in turn presented 
their statement of belief. Tbe scripture 
lesson was read by Dale Smalley of the 
Imalone Seventh Day Baptist Fellow
ship. 

Elizabeth and Joan Zenner, Bloomer, 
favored us with a duet, "One Day Too 
Late." "The Greenfields," a local bar
bershop quartet composed of Jim Erick
son, Pat Hogan, Art Harelstad and 
Wayne Olson, harmonized with a grou p 
of hymns. Nursery care was provided 
by Colleen and Kelly North. A delicious 
dinner was served by ladies 6fthe New 
Auburn Methodist Church. 

Afternoon services began at 1:30 with 
an oral examination of the Chronigers, 
with the ordination service at 2:30. 
Genny Pederson, church president, was 
worship leader and led the invocation 
and singing of hymns. The responsive 
reading on Christian Ministry was led 
by Esther Loofboro. 

Judy North, church clerk, read letters 
of greeting to the Chronigers from area 
churches and from Seventh Day Bap
tist churches where delegates were un
able to attend. She then called for greet
ings from the same in the congregation. 
Greetings were extended from the fol
lowing Chetek churches: Lutheran, Full 
Gospel Tabernacle, Advent Christian, 
Methodist, and Prairie Lake Covenant. 

June 1985 

(L to R) Lloyal Pederson, Gen ny 
Pederson, Don Sanford, Muriel 
Osborn, Paul Osborn, Perry 
Cain, Paul Green and Earl 

. Cruzan. (Seated) Don' Chl'on
iger, Tyler Chroniger and Char
otte Chroniger. 

The Bloomer and New Auburn Metho- tion of Certificates of Ordination by 
dist churches and the Lord's Sheepshed, Genny Pederson. The benediction was 
New Auburn, also responded with pronounced by Rev. Chroniger. 
Christian greetings. Delegates responded A reception for the Chronigers was 
from the Milton, Wis., Dodge Center, held in the church dining room imme
Minn., 'and the Columbus, Ohio, Sev- diately following the afternoon cerem
enth Day Baptist churches. onies. Two beautiful cakes made by 

A selection from Gaither's Alleluia Donna Kellen, along with punch and 
musical, "The Old Rugged Cross Made coffee, were served by Jacky Mc
the Difference," was presented by solo- Cracken, Pat Goodremote, and Judy, 
istPollyPaulson and trio-Pam North, Pam and Lois North. ' 
Art Harelstad and Loyal Pederson. The evening Singsperation Service 

Delegates and officials from various of testimonies, hymn singing and spe
Seventh Day Baptist churches then cial numbers was enjoyed by all. Pres
participated in the ordination service.enting solos were Kenneth Stelter, 
Rev. Paul Osborn and his wife, Muriel, Bloomer; Art Bond, Dodge Center; and 
of Dodge Center gave the Charge to the Walter Loofboro and Pastor Chroniger, 
Candidates. New Auburn. A duet with Rev. Paul 

Rev. Don Sanford of Milton, a former and Muriel Osborn, and a'trio with the 
pastor of the church, gave the Charge Osborns and Pastor Chroniger, were 
to the Church, emphasizing the impor~ also enjoyed. The accompanist was 
tance of working together in unity. Charlotte Chroniger. Visiting and a 

Dean Paul Green, chairman of the light lunch brought the day's activities 
S.D.B. Center on Ministry headquar- to a close. 
tered in Janesville, favored us with a Planning the weekend activities were 
solo, "Build Thee More Stately Man- Pastor Don and Charlotte Chroniger, 
sions, 0 My Soul." He was accompan- . Grace Loofboro, Judy North and Genny 
ied by his wife, Denise. Pederson. Meals chairman was Juan-

The afternoon scripture and message ita Torgerson, and housing guests were 
. was given by Rev. Perry Cain of Col um- taken care of by Ramona North. 
bus, who spoke on "The p'ower Within Altar plants for April were given by 
the Church Body." children and grandchildren in memory 

Dean Green then led in the Prayer of ofthe Elmer Nelsons. Other plants and 
Consecration and Layjng on of Hands. flowers in appreciation ofthe Chronig
Participants were Seventh Day Baptist ers were given by St. Jude's Catholic 
pastors, deacons and deconesses. Church, Duane and Jessie North, Jim 

A Welcome to the Ministry was given and Joan Erickson, Jim and Rose 
by Rev. Earl Cruzan, extension pastor Chroniger, and the Nortonville, Kan
from Milton, followed by the Presenta- sas, Seventh Day Baptist Church. SR 17 
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Jesus loves me ' 
by Mary Jo Johnson 

Jesus Loves Me. I started singing 
those words when I was about four, and 
I still don't really comprehend what 
they mean. However, I recently came to 
understand a little better what God's 
love means to me and it has changed 
my outlook on life. 

An important part of love is accep
tance. Remember the phrase that so 
many people write on yearbooks and 
senior pictures, "Don't ever change"? I 
always thought it was kind of dumb. Of 

course I'm going to change! But it 
implies something aboutlove. A person 
who loves accepts others just as they 
are now. To say God loves us means he 
accepts us just as we are, with all of our 
faults. Romans 5:8 says that God shows 
unconditional love in that while we 
were sinners, Christ died for us. 

I see that I have spent a lot oftime in 
my life worrying that I won't be ac
cepted, ignoring the fact that the grea
test being in the universe loves and 
accepts me already. For instance, I've 
spent hours-maybe days of my life
wondering about whether my hair, my 
face or my clothes look funny. Many 
times I've kept quiet in school when I 
could have contributed because I was 
afraid of what people would think of me 
if I said the wrong thing. Even in 
church I wonder, "Do I sound 'spiritual' 
enough when I share a testimony or 

Honor and respect 
by Cindy Hays 

In Exodus 20:12 itsays, "Honor your 
father and your mother, so that you 
may live long in the land the Lord your 
God is giving you." (NIV) 

Just what does it mean to "honor 
your parents" is a question that is often 
asked. To honor your parents means to 
listen to them. It means to respect their 
opinions and ideas even if you don't 
agree with them. If you want them to 
respect you, you must respect them. 

Your parents are older than you are 
and have experienced man.y things. 
They have made their mistakes. Be
cause they care about you, they are try
ing to protect you and save you some 
hassles. 

When your parents tell you to do 

pray?" Many times when I did make a 
mistake, I mentally "clobbered" myself 
and put myself down. 

I'm not saying I still don't try to be 
the best person I can, but that I 
shouldn't waste my energy fighting 
against myself and not believing in the 
abilities God has given me. God has 
created each one of us special, with 
great care. He loves us, has faith in us, 
works through us in our victories, and 
is quick to forgive and encourage us 
when we fail. 

Life is like learning to play the violin 
and God is our teacher. We play much 
better when we have faith that we will 
play well. When we make mistakes, it is 
better not to cringe and tense. We can 
just recognize the mistake; be forgiven 
and forgive ourselves; imagine how, it 
would be to play that passage correctly; 
relax and do it! SR 

something you don't want to do, stop 
and think. What is their reason for tell
ingyou this? They say that hindsight 
is 20/20. Your parents are just giving 
you the benefit oftheir hindsight. They 
don't want you to say, "I wish I hadn't 
done it that way." 

So, remember, your parents care and 
are just trying to help you. They deserve 
your respect because of who they are. 
No oneis perfect whether it be a parent 
or a child. 

Now, I would like to say a word to 
parents who may be reading this. Re
member a few years ago when your 
parents thought your ideas were a little 
radical? Do you want your children to 
respect you? You can help by respect
ing their opinions. They may be differ
ent but they're valid, too. SR 

The Sabbath Recorder 

This issue of The Beacon was pre
pared by New England Seventh Day 
Baptist Youth. 

Being part of 
the family 
by Teresa Johnson 

Ha ve you ever wondered what exactly 
your role is in your church? Fitting into 
your role can be a hard and difficult 
task to perform. I had a hard time try
ing to fit and find my role in my church. 

I attempted to volunteer for different 
things that needed to be done but I 
wasn't feeling that I was taken ser
iously. Later I was and I had several 
positions in the church. I started to 
dream about the great things that I 
could do with youth and in missions. I 
tried so hard to be a part of the family 
that other parts afmy life slowly started 
to diminish. 

My social life with youth my own age 
had hit the point where I didn't know 
how it felt to be a part of the secular 
world. The more I got involved with the 
activities of school, the less interested I 
became in my church family. 

From my experience I found out that 
being a part of the church family is 
very important and everyone in the 
family is important for its growth. The 
church family can give more moral and 
spiritual support. They can help you 
out of a crisis, especially through their 
prayers. 

The more the family grows in itself, 
the more equipped it is to grow as a 
body and witness. Everyone in the fam
ily needs to participate in one way or 
another to make the process of sharing 
the good news work. 

If you don't already participate, I 
would urge you to find your role in your 
church family and take a stand for your 
beliefs. I plan to try harder to take my 
stand and remain in my part of the 
church family. SR 
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Religion in the ews 

Sanctuary issue 
. intensifies 

With the conviction of Jack Elder 
and Stacey Lynn Merkt for assisting 
undocumented aliens, the issue of 
church involvement has intensified. A 
federal jury in Texas found the two 
defendants guilty, despite church spon
sorship of their "sanctuary" activities 
to protect Central Americans from de- . 
portation. Elder, who directs a Roman 
Catholic-sponsored shelter, was 
charged with assisting Salvadorians to 
enter the United States. 

The conflict revolves around 'the defi
nition of "refugee," a status which the 
sanctuary workers claim for the persons 
in their protection. The government 
refuses to recognize refugee status for 
those fleeing Central American 

, . countries, such asEI Salvador. Approx
. imately 400 such undocumented aliens 

are deported each month. SR 

Unification church 
launches campaign 
for understanding 

Conservative 
Jews approve 
women rabbis 

A recent vote of approval by the 
governing body of Conservative Juda
ism has approved women as rabbis. 
This action leaves only Orthodox Juda
ism opposed to acceptance of women 
rabbis, since Reforrll and Construction
ist Judaism has ordained women for' 
several years. Since Conservatives are 
closer to the Orthodox movement, the 
recent decision is expected to create 
relational tensions. SR 

Stud.ent interest 
Inamassmailingcampaigntoabout . in religion termed 

300,000 pastors and ch urch leaders, the" L, d' '. a a 
Unification Church has launched a ~,' aca- emIe)'}' 
campaign to improve its public image. 
The effort, estimated to cost more than 
$5 million dollars, is aimed at greater 
unity among all religious groups and 

'. appears related tothe imprisonment of 
Sun Myung Moon. The Unification 
Church leader is now serving an 18-
month prison term for income tax eva
sion, and his case stirred up new inter-

20 est in the group and its teachings. SR 

. According to a sociologist at Catholic 
University, the current growth of enrol
lment in religion courses is strictly 
academic. Dean H9ge is quoted in Chri
stianity Today as viewing the growth 

. as no indicator of an increase in reli
gious commitment. "The speculation is 
that general interest in religion is inde
pendent of commitment," he said. 'SR 

Post Office 
accused of 
violating rights 

The American Jewish Congress, in a 
brief filed in U.S. District Court, has 
accused the United States Postal Ser
vice of breaking federal law when the 
Post Office refused to excuse two post 
office clerks from handling draft regis
tration material in violation of their 
religious convictions. 

The Jewish organization says the 
Postal Service's requirement that the 
two window clerks, members of the 
Temple Methodist Church in San 
Francisco, either handle draft mate
rials, quit or be transferred to inferior 
jobs, contravenes an employee's right 
to religious accommodation under Title 
VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

The Postal Service has conceded that 
the postal employees' religious con vic-

, tions were sincere. But, it refused to 
implement their request to be allowed 
to refer draft registrants to other win
dow clerks, claiming it would cause 
administrative inconvenience and inter
ference with management's prerogative 
to determine the nature of an employee's 
duties. SR 

The Sabbath Recorder 

Battle Creek reviews Task Force 

by Marilyn Merchant 

About a year ago the Battle Creek 
(Michigan) Seventh Day Baptist 
Church voted to try the Task Force 
approach to going about the business 
of the church. There were some who 
had reservations, some who took a 
"wait and see attitude" and some who 
said "we'll give it a try" as well as 

Miami news 

The Miami Seventh Day Baptist 
Fellowship meets every Sabbath at 
10:00 a.m. for divine worship service 
led by Alcott Lynch and Ambassador 
William Vis, former Pastor of the 
Paint Rock S.D.B. Church. 

Sabbath School follows where 
everyone participates in the Bible 
Study. Sister Beryl Mamby, former 
member of New York S.D.B. Church, 
and Jennifer Dixon from Kingston 
S.D.B. Church, lead out in Sabbath 
School. There are adults, youth, and 
children's classes . 

At present, the group meets in the 
main sanctuary of The Evangelism for 
Christ Church. The sanctuary is quite 
comfortable and attractive. The church 
is located one half block from in
terstate 1-95. (Exit 103rd St. and go 
East.) 

It i~ far from the once riot plagued 
area of Miami. In fact, the church is 
within 15-30 minutes ride of several 
quiet and lovely residential areas. One 
half of its members live in the Palm 
Beaches and make the one hour drive 
every Sabbath. 

We would encourage S.D.B's who 
are relocating or retiring to make our 
church their church home. Emp-

, loyment in the Miami and Ft. Laud
erdale area is good, and we have 
sunshine with no fog and lovely 
beaches all year round. SlR 
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those who were whole-heartedly in 
favor .. The old committee sturcture. 
was getting unwieldly; thus a new ap
proach was deemed tryable. 

At the end of this year, a Task Force 
Review Sabbath was set up to do just 
that. Out of the 100 Task Forces that 
were appointed by the Personnel Task 
Force, 60 were represented with 
displays. Some were very creative, 
some quite simple (such as the vaccum 
cleaner representing the church cus
todian). There are 61 different 
members involved. The displays re
presented thousands of hours of 
service and ministry. Tables and room 
dividers lined the outer walls of the 
churcllJ social room with the center 
being occupied with chairs for. the 
brain-storming session that followed. 

Immediately following the church 
service, all members were urged to 
proceed to the kitchen where a meal of 
finger foods was served by the Per
sonnel Task Force. Members were then 
urged to view the displays and ask any 
questions of the Task Forces that came 
to their minds. There were listings of 
all the Forces and who did what for 
each member. The children not 

Employment Notice 

involved in Junior Y.F. were cared for 
in the nursery so their parents might 
participate. 

As the organizers anticipated, the 
first negative comment was that there 
is less fellowshipping since the concept 
was put in practice. On the plus was the 
fact that may hours are now freed to 
pursue small group Bible studies, 
prayer and social groups. One of the 
most prominent pulses was that work 
now has specific guide lines. Another is 
that tasks can be taken care of at once, 
not waiting until committees could 
meet. The consensus was that it would 
probably take, five years to fully 
evaluate the system, but for such an 
innovative program, the system seemed 
to be functioning quite well. 

Each person in attendance was given 
a card in which they could list their 
evaluation, suggest areas of concern 
not yet covered with a Task Force, an 
area of interest where they would like, 
at some time, to serve etc. 

Anyone wishing information on this 
approach to church involvement is 
urged to contact Rev. S. Kenneth Davis 
at 200 No. Washington, Battle Creek, 
MI49017. SR 

Financial Manager 
Seventh Day Baptist Memorial Fund 

Duties include: Management of the Memorial Fund investment port
folio under the direction of the Trustees; management of the office in 
Janesville, Wisconsin, including the computerized accounting and fund 
distribution system; and development of ,new endowment and invest-
ment possibilities. " , 

Salary range: $15,000 to $25,000 depending upon education and 
experIence. 

For more information contact Executive Secretary Dale D. Thorngate, 
P.O. Box 1678, Ja~esvi1le, WI 53547; Telephone (608) 752-5055. 

Please send resumes to the above address, Attention: Dale Thorngate. 
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by Deb Keown 

Things are getting pretty exciting at 
our house. Bibles, which were once 
stacked. neatly on the bookshelf, are 
found everywhere you want to sit, eat, 
or cook. Time usually passed sleeping 
is now spent studying, memorizing, 
and claiming the blessjngs of God, 
Kenneth Copeland tapes on healing 
and prosperity have overcome the house 
and carS. The excitement abounds as 
we begin to realize that the promises of 
God are ours for the asking! 

When Jesus walked the earth, he set 
himself against all sickness and. dis
ease. As a doctor's wife, I can certainly 
relate to that. My husband has dedi
cated his life to "stamping out disease 
and pestilence," and as I read the New 
and Old Testaments, I realize that is 
my goal, too. "Lay hands on the sick 
and they shallrecover!" (Mark 16:18) 

"Incline your ear to my sayings, Do . 
not let them depart from your sight;. 
keep them in the midst of your heart. 
For they are life to those who find them, 
and health to all their whole body!" 
(Prov. 2:20-22) We have been sick all we 

are going tobe; on to living in health 
through the blood of Jesus. "He Him
self took our infirmities and carried 
away our disease." (Matt. 8:17) He can 
have ours because we certainly do not 
want them anymore! 

Not only did God's plan of salvation 
deliver us from our infirmities, but he 

He cannot fail; 
he cannot say no 
to what he has 
promised from 
his wordo' 

also made us to prosper financially. Third 
John 2 says, "Beloved, I wish above all 
things that thou mayest prosper and be 
in health, even as thy soul prospereth." 
Lord, our souls are prospering; we are 
ready and willing to grow financially 
and be well in every area oflife. "Obey 
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by John A. Conrod, Director 
New Covenant Ministries 

),/11,,; 
l h . ' A Christian was tempted by the devil 
i li:: · while he was in the wilderness. Satan 
i ~: . said, "If you bow down to worship me, I 
r: Ii! ,.' . . will give you ali the riches in the world." 
t, l: i But the Christian replied, "The first of 
'i ~,: the Ten Commandments says, 'Thou 
Ill:i, . shalt have no other gods before me.' ". 
:Ij ;!! i Then the devil said, "If you at least 
til q: . worship an image of me, I will make 
ell': . you a millionaire. "The Christian pulled 

.
..•. ' ....... '.",, !lhl . b. a. ck a .. s he answere. d, "The second com-
,.'lJ',., ,. ~andmentsaysnottomakeanyg~?ven 
';L!;! 22 \lmages nor to bow down to them. 
:'J) : ; 

:d ,~ iq 
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The devil tried again. "If you at least 
become an atheist and proclaim that 
God never existed, I will see to it that 
you will be financially secure through
out your life." The Christian was shock-' 
ed at such a thought. "The third com
mandment says not to take the name of 
the Lord in vain," replied the Christian. 

"Well," said Satan, "how about if you 
just stop observing the seventh day of 
the week as the Sabbath. I have a good 
paying job for you, but it requires work
ing on the Sabbath." . 

"That sounds reasonable enough," 
said the Christian. "I guess I can at 
least do that." 
James 2:10 .' SR 

the laws of God and follow all His 
ways. Keep each of His commandments 
written in the law of Moses so that you 
will prosper in everything you do, 
wherever you turn. "(1 Kings 2:3) As 
God meets our needs above and beyond 
what we can ask, we in turn receive the 
joy of giving and meeting the needs of 
those around us. We can support others 
because we are being backed by the 
richest Jew we know! 

As we begin to touch God's truths 
and follow his command to love, no 
matter what, we begin to receive the 
desires of our heart-whether it is heal
ing, protection, financial prosperity, 
deliverance, or a long life. They are 
ours for the asking. Claim what he has 
to give! He cannot fail; he cannot say 
no to what he has promised from his 
word. Begin to believe it and act upon 
it. SR 

Faith 
Cont. from page Z 

and works on his own behalf in orderto 
bring them to the surface. 

We have the evidence of God's con
cern for us; the pump is there. We have 
his instructions written that tell us how 
to prime the pump. The priming water 
is present. 

Will you risk something? Will you 
pour out your faith once more into the 
pump that you and those who follow 
can be filled? Above all, will you show 
that faith by grabbing hold of that 
handle and pump like crazy? 

If you do, God has promised that we 
will get water. His well has never run 
dry. "Have faith. When you git watered 
up, fill the bottle and put it back like 
you found it for the next feller." 

But remember the postscript of old 
Desert Pete, "Don't go drinkin' up the 
water first. Prime the pump with it and 
you'll git all you can hold." SR 
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BJCPA, others ask court to uphold "equal access" 

Washington (BP A)-Religious 
bodies totaling more than 70 million 
members and led by the Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs asked the 
U.S. Supreme Court May 6 to uphold 
the right of high school students to 
meet for religious purposes on an equal 
basis with other non-curriculum 
groups in public secondary schools. 

Written largely by Baptist Joint Com
mittee research and legal specialist 
Rosemary. Brevard and submitted to 
the high court by the outgoing chair
man of the Washington-based group, 
Chicago attorney Donald R. Brewer, 
the friend-of-the-court brief asked 
Supreme Court justices to. overturn a 

. federal court of appeals ruling last year 
upholding school officials' denial of 
permission for meetings to a student 
religious group known as "Petros" in 
the Williamsport, Pa., Area High 
School. 

The brief, filed also for the National 
Association of Evangelicals, National 
Council of the Churches of Christ and 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), argued 
the lower court improperly upheld Wil
liamsport officials, thereby denying the 
students' First Amendment rights of 
free exercise of religion and free speech. 
At the same time, the brief expressed 
support for the findings of U.S. district 
court Judge William J. Nealon Jr., who 
ruled earlier for the students. 

The conflict arose in 1981, when a 
group of students led by then-William
sport senior Lisa Bender unsuccessfully 
sought permission from their princi
palto conduct Petros meetings during a 
twice-weekly, half-hour period at the 
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beginning of the school day for extra
curricular groups, including some not 
related to regular school curriculum. 
After principal Wayne E. Newton 
denied their request, the students took 
their case to the local school board. But 
that body sided with Newton. 

Afterwards the students and their 
parents took the school board and 
Newton to the U.S. District Court for 
the Middle District of Pennsylvania, 
where Judge Nealon ruled school offi
cials had violated the students' free 
speech right. But the Third Circuit 
Court of Appeals, in a 2·1 decision, rev. 
ersed Judge Nealon, ruling the First 
Amendment's ban on a state estab
lishment of religion overrode the stu-

unqualified right to corporate free exer
cise of religion" in the public school set
ting, Williamsport school officials un
constitutionally "burdened" the stu
dents' legitimate free exercise right "with
out demonstrating a compelling state 
interest. " 

Besides the free exercise argument, 
the brief also contended the students' 
free speech was violated. While "free
dom of speech is not absolute, " school 
officials "prohibited speech solely be
cause of its religious content," the Bap
tist Joint Committee argued. "This the 
state may not do." 

In addition to the First Amendment 
arguments, the brief also maintained 
the students were denied equal protec-

Doe Williamsport school officials un
constitutionally 6'burdened" the 
students' legitimate free exercise 
righttHJaI 

dents' claimed rights. 
In their brief for the students at the 

nation's high court, Brevard and 
Brewer argued the establishment clause 
does not require that groups like Petros 
be denied "equal access" to school facil
ities. Pointing to the court's 1971 three
pronged test in determining practices 
that violate the establishment clause, 
the Baptist Joint Committee briefmain
tained that granting permission to 
Petros to meet on equal footing with 
other student groups would have had a 
secular purpose, would not have had 
the primary effect of advancing reli
gion, and would not have excessively 

. entangled school officials in religious 
practices. 

In another argument, the brief acknow
ledged that while "students have no 

tion of the laws in violation of the Con
stitution's Fourteenth Amendment. 

Although the brief concluded the reli
gious bodies submitting it "firmly op
pose establishment of religion in 
schools by government's mandating, 
sponsoring, initiating, promoting or 
organizing religious activity," they "are 
equally concerned that religious speech 
not be discriminated against because 
of its religious content and that public 
school students not experience an offi
cial state hostility toward religion." 

The Supreme Court announced Feb. 
. 19 it will hear the Williamsport dispute 
sometime after it convenes for a new 
term next October. Its decision in the 
case could also determine the fate ofthe 
federal Equal Access Act passed by 
Congress last year. . SR 23 
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Facing towards Jesus 

The Sabbath Recorder 

by W. Dayton Roberts 
Editorial Director 
Together magazine 

. from Together, March 1985 

I was seated in David Wang's office 
in Hong Kong. He is the executive 
officer of Asian Outreach, an evange- . 
listicministry which provides him with 
access to information about the status 
of the Christian community of main
land China. I had been told he could 
answer my questions and satisfy my 
curiosity about how things are going in 
the world's largest nation. 

"Isthere any truth to the reports one 
hears about the amazing spread of the 
gospel in mainland China today?" I 
asked him. "I understand you are the 
one who can answer such questions." 

"I don't know what you have heard," 
David chuckled, "but the encouraging 
reports certainly reflect an encourag
ing situation. I have heard estimates 
ranging from five million all the way to 
one hundred million Christians in 
China. 

"Of course," he explained, "I do not 
go along with the highest estimates, 
unless .... " He paused for a minute. "Un
less you define a Christian, like I do, as 
one who is facing towards Jesus. In 
that case, there may indeed be that 
many." 

renee. We require the affirmation of 
theological propositions, or the endor
sement of creeds as signs of identifica
tion with Christ. But while Christians 
are indeed expected to believe, and to 
exercise faith, Christianity is basically 
nota matter of conviction-but of relation
ship. 

I can remember "ignorant" brothers 
in Christ overseas who addressed God 

He perused for a 
4'J . t uU 1 ml11U eo n ·ess 

you define a Chris .. 
tian, like I do, as 
one who is facing 
towards Jesus,," 

in prayer as "omni-president" instead 
of everywhere present; who thought the 
"trinity" was "faith, hope and char
ity;" who' prayed to "Our Lord and 
Father Jesus Christ." It was not their 
theological perception or their doctri
nal orthodoxy which made them Chris
tians-it was the fact that they belong
ed to Jesus. They were facing 
towards him. 

In other evangelical circles, "being a 
Christian" may be defined by putting 
one's faith in Christ, but it is frequently 

"One who is facing towards Jesus"
the phrase rang a bell. I remembered 
another Christian leader, Raymond 
Fung, also from Hong Kong, whom I 
had heard use the same words on the 
other side of the world. At the time I 
had been struck by their aptness. 

One who is "facing towards Jesus" is 
a Christian, whereas one who is facing 
away from him is not. Sounds simple
like something Jesus himself might 
have said. Like, "He that is not against 
me is for me," or "Whoever is not with 
me is against me." The implications 
are clear. You h~ve toface one way or 
the other-there is no middle ground. 

. judged-superficially, at least-on the 
basis of a person's behavior. If one 
abstains from certain practices, or 
prays in certain patterns or displays 
certain gifts-these are the accepted 
credentials of Christianity. 

Often we make "being a Christian" 
dependent upon intellectual concur-
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In contrast to these boundaries of 
creed and ethic, the simple Chinese 
definition of Christianity makes it to be 
a matter of position-"Are you facing 
towards Jesus?" This is the language 
ofIsaiah, "Look unto me and be saved;" 
of John the Baptist, "Behold the Lamb 
of God;" of Jesus himself, "And I, if! be 

lifted up, will draw all men to myself." 
It is the language oflooking and facing 
and seeing. 

Raymond Fung says a key verse is 
Mark 8:34: "If anyone wishes to come 
after Me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow Me." The cross 
is at the center of the Christian expe
rience. Looking to Jesus, and following 
him, are the essence of Christianity. 
You must face him to follow him. 

I asked David Wang how he explained 
the rapid spread of Christianity in 
China today-why so many Chinese 
on the mainland have turned to face 
towards Jesus? 

"I can't explain it," he replied. "At 
least not in human terms. It's not 
because of the modernization of the 
Chinese language, or the infrastruc
tures of communication and transport. 
It's not the literature, the radio .... " 

"Then what is the explanation?" I 
asked. 

·"Signs and wonders of the Holy 
Spirit" was his answer. "I don't know 
how to explain it, but all over China 
God is performing miracles, answering 
prayers, doing a work of grace that 
causes people to turn to him. They don't 
know much theology or many hymns . 
Most of them can't read or write. But 
they are facing towards Jesus and their 
hearts are warm to him." 

David Wang went on to describe how 
many Chinese young people are disil
lusioned with official Communism. In 
their opinion the party has lost face 
through its radical reversals of policy. 
Some even dare to suggest that Com- . 
munism has failed. The government, 
they say, has lost its "dao"-its "heav
e~ly authority," its moral integrity, its 
credibility. This makes people open to 
hear about Jesus and turn towards 
him. 

My conversation with David was 
brief. But I left his office with an assu
rance of God's hand upon the world 
that I had not felt before. In China, God 
is showing us that he is in control. In 
the fulness of God's time, the world's 
largest nation will be a showcase of his 
grace. Countless multitudes whom we 
have not yet recognized as brothers 
and sisters will be seen to be "facing 
towards Jesus." SR 25 
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Women's Society NEWS and IDEAS 

J nne friends 
by Marilyn Merchant 

Dear Ones All, 
June is the month for friends and 

lovers. So many weddings and we pray 
each one will be the forever-after kind. 
More and more I have become convinced 
that it is more likely to come about and 
stay that way iffriendship is there, too. 

Somehow, it seems easier to be friend-
1y with neighbors when the weather 
warms up. Neighbors get out in the 
yard and you see folks you haven't seen 
since winter began. Older members find 
it easier to get out to church and other 
meetings when the ice and snow of win
ter doesn't threaten their safety. People 

Albion, Wis., honors mothers. (Back row) Shirley Dooley, Donna Smith, Adele Schuele, Linda 
, Harris, Lenora Saunders, Ann Nico]], Florence Harker and Grettn Bjornstnd. (Seated) MarK Orren. 

, stop and visit when meeting, while d ur
ing colder weather, thty hurry on. 

Proverbs 18:24 tells us, "A man that 
hath friends must show himselffriend
ly: and there is a friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother." KJV 

There is a great deal to be learned 
from this verse. The persons who are 
greatly loved are those who give of 
themselves. Often one only finds out 
after his death how many friends he 
has had when row upon row of friends 
show up at the funeral.How marvelous 
it is when something happens to make 
it obvious during a lifetime. That has 
been happening to me as I wound up 
my affairs in prepara tion for moving to 
California. Such lovely visits, meals, 
and many times just a few words oflove 
and encouragement. 

How does one be a friend? I'm so 
encouraged to read in various bulletins 
of the programs societies across the 
nation have to express this friendliness 
to those in their area. I have shared 
many of these with you in months past, 
but let me share from the bulletin of one 
of our eastern churches. There was an 
announcement that went something 
like this: Most of us have been going to 
the ... County home one Sunday amonth, 
spending a great deal of our lives to 
sing with the residents there and visit 
with them. 

It went on to list two ladies who 
always passed out fresh fruit to the res-

Eleanor Walters and Clara Loofboro. 

NbS b g. e ppw §GI¥" tWd 

idents, some ladies who visited and 
some who sang. They mentioned the 
joy brought to many by this friendly 
act of sharing. Friends? You bet! Prob
ably the only friends some of these res-

Persons who 
are greatly loved 
are those who 
give of them
selves. 
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idents have, and it takes only a few 
hours a month. 

I have been sharing some of my 
magazines with neighbors who cannot 
afford to subscribe and they get such 
joy from the pictures, articles and 
recipes. I would have to dispose of them 
otherwise and there are a great many of 
them. What can you find to do to be a 
loving Christian friend to someone? 

June is always a special month be
cause of Father's Day. If you happen to 
be blessed and still have your father, 
think up some friendly thing you can 
do to show him you want to be his 
friend as well as his child. Another spe
cial event in ,June, in a great many 
states, is graduation. Many a tear will 
be shed as the graduates part from life 
long friends, some never to touch again. 
Many will pledge eternal friendship 
but circumstances may intervene in the 
course of getting on with one's life. 
Only by concerted effort can one sus
tain the friendship begun during a 
period oflife. 

Remember the hymn "What a Friend 
We have in Jesus?" A gentleman named 
Norman Godbey* has written another 
verse which goes as follows: 

What a friend we have in Jesus 
All our hopes and joys to share. 
All because He has inspired them 
And He's with us everywhere. 
Oh, what blessedness He brings us! 
Oh, what peace and joy this day! 
All because we have Him with us
And He's with us all the way. 

Pray that we may indeed be friends 
and have them. That we may cherish 
them, and him-who is our Best Friend 
of all. 

The Sabbath Re,corder 
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What can you 
find to do to be a 
Christian friend 
to someone? 

June seems to be a month for spring 
cleaning and the resultant rummage 
sales, judging from some of the bullet
ins I receive. Expecially noted are 
Albion, Wis., and, of course, my own 
home church. The Milton, Wis., even
ing circle held one in the fall to help 
raise funds "for their new church addi
tion, among other projects they sup
port. Have you ever noticed how the 
persons doing the sorting end up being 
some of the best customers? Seems like 
you always find something you just 
can't do without. How fortunate some
one else felt they no longer had need of 
the item. 

Don't forget to include scse when 
you are channeling your funds. This 
will be their 21st year. Costs seem to go 
up and up despite an ever vigilant 
committee. 

While we are on the funds angle, here 
are some more suggestions shared with 
us by the Dodge Center, Minn., women's 
group. Pay 2¢for each plate you washed 

, and praise the Lord for food. Pay 15¢ 
for a miracle in your life this week and 
praise his Holy Name. Pay 15¢ per 
washerload of clothes washed this week 
and praise the Lord for supplying your 
needs. Pay 5¢ each for your own teeth 
or 50¢ for a full set. Pay 25¢ if you 
missed your women's group meeting. 

I have just had one of my brilliant 
ideas! (Who is that who says that on 
television?) Some societies are hesitant 

June 1985 

to adopt any of these suggestions say
ing they do not add up to enough money 
to accomplish a project. Of course, if 
everyone in the group did them, it 
would add up-and every little bit helps. 
Sooo ... if your group is not adopting 
these "mitey" (how do you like my new 
word?) suggestions, why not find a 
pretty jar or box or some other special 
place and do your own thing. Then 
when your group has some project to 
which you wish to give, you'll have 
your contribution already collected. 

Are you planning your Love Gift for 
Conference? Also, don't forget your 
reports for the Women's Interest Com
mittee (50 copies). With Mrs. Lozani as 
speaker and Marion Soper and her 
committee in charge of arrangements, I 
am sure the banquet will be an inspira
tion and a delight. Rod and Camille 
Henry are home now. Praise the Lord 
for the successful completion of their 
mission assignment. You can bet they 
will be in song at some time during the 
week. 

I would like to leave you with a 
:prayer for June taken from thePawca-

tuck Newsletter. (They, in turn, bor
rowed it from the 1982 Guidepost.) 

Dear father, I can see why this is such 
a favorite month for marrying. 

There's so much harmony in Your crea
tion now. 

Earth, plants, rain, sun
All join in growth together. 

Thank you for inviting me to this beau
tiful 

wedding of your works. 
I'll try with all my heart to be a worthy 
guest. 

A faithful witness-
To another summer of your abiding 
love. 
Amen 

Your loving friend, 

, *The Secret Place, March 8,1985 

A Christian's witness 
lives on 

from the Los Angeles Messenger 

Often we never know the effect of our 
lives as Christians on others. An inter
esting proof of this was shared with our 
congregation last Sabbath by a visitor, 
Pedro Reyes. Mr. Reyes lived through 
the battles and the suffering on Bataan 
in the Philippine Islands during World 
War II. After General MacArthur's 
return and the liberation of the country 
by the Americans, a number of soldiers 
who were Christians were good to the 

people there, including two Seventh 
Day Baptists. These men spent Sab
baths with the Reyes family and shared 
their faith and their food with them. 
Mr. Reyes has been remembering what 
good Christians they were and looking 
for Seventh Day Baptists ever since. 
After 40 years he visited his first Sab
bath service with S.D.B.'s and shared 
his inspiration received by these two 
Seventh Day Baptists long ago! ,SR 
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Historical Society holds first Wisconsin meeting 

At its first annual meeting in Wis
consin, the SDB Historical Society 
elected S. Kenneth Davis to a five-year 
term as trustee and expressed grateful 
appreciation to retiring trustee Albert 
N. Rogers for his many years of service 
to the Society and to Seventh Day Bap
tists. Rogers has served 30 years as 
trustee, 16 as president and six as His
torian. Plans are underway for a for-

. mal recognition ceremony. 
President Victor W. Skaggs an

nounced that the Trustees, at their 
meeting earlier in the day (May 12), 
had voted to continue the editor/histo
rian position for another year and con
curred with the Tract Society in creat-

ing a three-member committee (the 
society presidents and the executive 
secretary) to review the editor/histo~ 
rian agreement and make recommen
dations to both societies. 

The Society approved Historian Scott 
Smith's draft of the annual report to 
the General. Conference. It highlights 
the new computerized library catalog, 
increased use of the library, museum 
displays for the SDB Center tours and 
dedication, and research and presenta
tion for several major 1984 anniver
sanes. 

The trustees announced comple
tion of the Society's incorporation· in 
Wisconsin, and new bylaws (to ac-

company the new Constitution) to be 
presented at the 1986 annual meeting. 
Other action reported: progress on memorials 
to Evalois St. John and Clifford Beebe, 
completion and placement of a plaque 
at the site of the former School of 
Theology (Gothic) at Herrick Memorial 
Library on the Alfred University campus, 
N.Y., and plans for publication in early 
1986 of a brochure on the Historical 
Society and library and a pamphlet-length 
history of Seventh Day Baptists. Treasurer 
C. Harmon Dickinson reported 36 proxies 
in addition to the 20 members present. 
Other trustees are Frederick Bakker 
and J. Leland Skaggs. SR 

Peace Fellowship elects new member, appoints director 
Rev. Emory Searcy, Jr. has been 

elected to the executive committee of 
the Baptist Peace Fellowship of North 
America (BPFNA). 

Rev. Searcy, an Atlanta, Ga., resi
dent, serves as regional representative 
for the national office of Clergy and 
Laity Concerned, an interfaith peace 
and justice organization. He is also pro
ject coordinator for the "Guns and But
ter Project" for the local Clergy and 
Laity Concerned chapter in Atlanta. 
The focus of his work involves educat
ing people on the connection between 
military spending and issues of eco-

nomic justice. 
Rev. Searcy represents the initial pre

sence of participation in the BPFNA 
governing structure by someone from a 
black Baptist body. Searcy is the son of 
a former president of the Progressive 
National Baptist Convention, Rev. 
Emory Searcy, Sr., now pastor of the 
Mt. Zion Baptist Church in Atlanta. 

"I'm genuinely excited about the role 
which the BPFNA can play in linking 
black and white Baptists together for 
common witness and ministry on peace 
and justice issues," says Rev. Searcy. 

"There is an unfortunate and unne-

Donations are now being accepted 

. 

for new linen for the 
Communion tables used at 

Seventh Day Baptist General Conference. 

If you would like to contribute, send donations to: 

Communion Linen 
Seventh Day Baptist Center 

P.O. Box 1678 
Janesville, WI 53547 

Please make checks payable to 
Seventh Day Baptist General Conference 

cessary split between these concerns. 
Whites tend to focus on 'peace' con
cerns and blacks on 'justice' concerns. 
But the crises we face in both arenas 
stem from a common root." 

The organization had earlier ap
pointed Rev. Ken Sehested as its first 
executive director. 

The Baptist Peace Fellowship was 
created at a Louisville, Ky., meeting of 
Southern and American Baptists in 
March 1984. The organization is seek
ing to be a catalyst and network for 
peacemaking witness and ministry for 
Baptists in the various traditions of 
North America. 
. One of the Fellowship's first tasks, 
according to Sehested, is to begin mak
ing contact with Baptists already active 
on peacemaking issues: 

"There really is a surprising amount 
of ferment within Baptist ranks on 
peace issues. But since this subject has 
not been a priority for our various 
denominations, the folks who are con
cerned and active feel isolated and 
alone:" 

Rev. Sehested, an ordained Baptist 
minister, has worked for the past six 
years with Seeds, a magazine and edu
cational ministry for Christians con
cerned about world hunger. SR 
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Important events in Poland ....... 1984 

For us here in Poland, last year, there 
were many important events and there 
were many different solemnities. 

The most important event was our 
annual nation-wide Conference of the 
members and the sympathizers of the 
Church, which we held from 14 to 15 
July in Bydgoszcz, at the beautiful 
auditorium of the Pomeranian Phil
harmonic. It was a great edification for 
all the participants. 

We entertained Executive Secretary 
of the World Federation of Seven th Day 
Baptists, D. Thorngate with his wife 
Janet and the vice-president of World 
Federation, Jan Lek with his wife from 
Holland. At" this Conference, Brother 
Thorngate officially welcomed our 
Church as a member of the World 
Federation of Seventh Day Baptists. 

Other guests included brothers and 
sisters from our fraternal church in 
Ostrava, Czechoslovakia and preacher 
B. Kudelka and K. Riemer from the 
Church in Munster, West Germany. 

We organized our first Missionary 
Conference from 28 to 29 January, 
which reflects on the state of the mis
sions of the Church and to shows the 
new ways. The materials from this 
conference are the base of activities for 
the year and the plans for future. We 
prepared for the next conference, which 
was from 19 to 20 January, 1985. 

As it has been our practice for the last 
few years, we had two Theological Con
ferences. The first one was from 17 to 18 
March and the second one was from 22 
to 23 September. It is an excellent forum 
for the exchange of thoughts and allows 
the brothers to come to a common 
viewpoint. 

We had two meetings of the Church 
Council: the first one was from 28 to 29 
April and the second one from 27 to 28 
October. The Church Council as the 
highest organ, looked after the current 
business of the Church and traced out 
new plans for the growth of our work. 

On 19 May, in Katowice, we had a 
Youth Conference, which assembled 
not only young people but the older 
ones, too. Brother Emil Stekla, the 
president of our young people, was 
ordained to the work of the Church. 

On the next day (20 May) we had an 
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Thank God for 
new friends, which 
we met last year, 
particula.rly th.ose 
from new groups in 
new placeso 

evangelization trip to the Fun Fair, 
where we distributed many of leaflets, 
the "Spirit of Times" and the Bible. In 
the first and in the second day, the 
young vocal-instrumental group of the 
Church played. Following the national 
Conference, from 23 Ju~y to 12 August, 
we organized a holiday camp for the 
children in Gorki Male. 

From 22 to 26 August, we· had the 
third all-Polish Youth Rally in Gorki 
Male. We had a Sabbath service in 
Skoczow-in the hired room. Many 
interested people attended. 

The beautiful youth songs, the per
formances of the youth group and the 
young brothers sermons sounded all 
day and it was an exciting experience 
for all gathered. 

The next day, 19 August, in the 
morning-hours, there was a baptism in 
Brennica River and the laying-on of 
hands. In the afternoon, we listened to 
the youth singing, particularly during 
the evening watch-fire. On Monday, 
there was a trip with a worship service 
near the so-called "white stone," a place 
of evangelical meetings. 

We must add, that all of the services 
were filmed by a group of Television 
Film Producers "Poltel," which created 
a film about our Church entitled, "Spirit 
of Times" or Duch Czasow. 

Last year, we had a total of seven 
evangelizations: 
1. 3-5 March in Gorki Male. 
2. 13-15 April in Bielsko-Biala. 
3.1-2 June in Gorzow Wielkopolski. 
4.14-16 September in Wabrzezno. 
5. 13 October in Lublin. 
6.23-26 November in Warsaw. 
7. 15 December in Chrozow. 

These evangelization efforts were 
new seeds of God's Word and intensified 

the faith of the members of the Church. 
There were four services of the bap

tism with the laying-on of hands: 
1. 9 June in Bielsko-Biala, brother 
Kosowski baptized. 
2. 19 August in Gorki Male, brother 
Ciesielski and brother Pilipczyk bap
tized. 
3.12 October in Chelm Lubelski, brother 
Kosowski baptized. 
4. 26 October in Gorki Male, brother 

. Matuszewski baptized. 
Furthermore, the service of the 

laying-on of hands were held in Big
kupiec Reszelski and in Chrozow. 

Two programs about our Church were 
broadcast by IV Program of Polish 
Radio. The first "The divine service of 
the Sabbath day Christian Church" on 
23 September, and the second "A Re
ligion in the family's life" on 23 
December. 

The Biblical Correspondence Course 
has been a beautiful evangelization 
tool, which has above 800 members. 
The extra-mural Evangelist Church 
Course, which has 40 students, con
centrates on further personal education 
for the activity of the Church. 

We are appreciative to God, that we 
can print our quarterly "Voice of 
Preacher" or Glos Kaznodziejski and 
circulate 500 copies, and the Biblical 
Lessons, circulating 1,000 copies. We 
seek to spread the "Spirit of Times" to 
many more readers than we are cur
rently able to do. The Minister of 
Religious Matters agreed toour printing 
10,000 monthly, but the Ministry of 
Culture refused the paper for the project. 
If we will obtain our own paper, we 
could get an agreement on the printing 
of 10,000 at the beginning of the year. 

Thank the God for the new members, 
which joined the Church; thank God 
for new friends, which we met last year, 
particularly those friends that come 
new groups in new places. We must say, 
none of our members died last year. 

Thank the God for everything that 
we experienced in 1984. Glory the God 
for every blessing which he gave us. We 
are asking God for continued blessings 
in 1985. 

Church Board 
B.K. Ciesielski SR 29 
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Obituaries 
Galt.-Birdie "Betty" Marie Galt, of Blooming Prairie, Minnesota, died 

March 31, 1985, at Prairie Manor Nursing Home where she had 
lived since suffering a stroke two and bne-half years ago. 

The former Birdie, Marie Van Horn was born July 22, 1900, near 
Deadwood, South Dakota, and moved with the family to 'North Loup, 
Nebraska, in 1905. She married Baird Alvin Rood on August 29,1921, and he 
died in May, 1958. She married Hamilton S. Galt May 15, 1965, in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. He died July 9,1972. She moved to Blooming Prairie in January 
of 1979. 

She was a member and a Deaconess of the Boulder, Colorado, Seventh 
Day Baptist Church. 

Survivors include a daughter, Mrs. Donald (Deane) Payne of West 
Concord, Minnesota; a step-daughter, Mrs. Henry (Lorraine) Heggelund of 
California; seven grandchildren and 21 great-grandchildren. She was 
preceded in death by five brothers, four sisters, a granddaughter and two 
grea t-grandsons. 

Accessions 
Alfred Station, New York 
Melvin Stephan, Pastor 

Joined after Baptism: 
Vaughn E. Slack Joined after Testimony: 

Gloria Godoy 

Funeral services were conducted by Pastor Paul B. Osborn at the Seventh 
Day Baptist Church in Dodge Center, Minnesota, at 2 p.m. on April 4, 1985. 
Interment was in the Riverside Cemetery in Dodge Center. PBO 

ThomaS.-Florence Louise Thomas, 95, died March 16, 1984, in 
Seattle, Washington. 

She was born August 23, 1888, in Flandreau, South Dakota. She was one 
ofthe charter members of the Seattle Area Seventh Day Baptist Church and 
was active in its formation. 

Survivors include a daughter, Maude M. Posey, of Edmonds, Washington. 
Funeral services were held March 22, 1984, in Beck's Garden Chapel, 

Edmonds, with Pastor Gary Hemminger of the Seventh Day Baptist Church 
of Seattle officiating. Interment services were held March 23,1984, at Desert 
Lawn Cemetery, Kennewick Highlands, Washington. 

Births 
Rand.-A son, Nathan Richard Rand, was born to 

Richard and Waynette (Burdick) Rand of Aurora, 
Colorado, on December 7,1984. 

Bay Area, California 
Steven Crouch, Pastor 

Isagani "Sunny" Guevarra 
Aurora Relatores 

Graffius.-A son, Gabriel Charles Graffius, was 
born to Donald M. and Linda (Bond) Graffius of 
Salemville, Pennsylvania, on March 9,1985. 

Bonser.-A son, Tyler McLain Bonser, was born 
to Burt and Brenda Bonser of Kasson, Min
nesota, on March 24, 1985. Joined after Baptism: 

Michelle Griffin 

Daytona Beach, Florida 
Kenneth Van Horn, Pastor 

Joined by Letter: 
Beryl Mamby 

(Miami Fellowship) 

Joined after Baptism: 
David Lander 
Maria Rodriguez 
John Vilaysack 

(St. Petersburg Branch Church) 

Los Angeles, California 
Duane L. Davis, Pastor 

Joined after Baptism: 
Debbie Herrera 
Edgardo D. Sipin 

Elias N. Relatores 
Edna Rivera 
Cleveland Chambers 

Seattle, Washington 
Gary Hemminger, Pastor 

Joined after Baptism: 
John C. Mastor 

Joined after Testimony: 
Carl L. Brown 
Alice M. Brown 

Joined by Letter: 
Gareth D. Hemminger 
Kristi A. Hemminger 

, Which ita Falls, Texas 
W.L. (Bill) Sharon, Pastor 

Joined by Letter: 
Woody Morrison 
Charolette Morrison 

Calhoun.-A son, Joshua Aaron Calhoun, was 
born to George and Lannette Calhoun of Santee, 
California, on April 4, 1985. 

Correction 

In the May issue of The Sabbath 
Recorder, air travelers to Confer
ence were advised to land at Love 
Field in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
The correct name of the air field 
at Little Rock is Adams Field. 

The Sabbath Recorder 

Nighties for ewborns 
In Malawi, Africa, where missionary Bettie Pearson is working, there is a hospital where 100 village mothers a year come 

to have their babies. When they leave, they often have nothing but a little rag to put on the new baby to take it home. The 
Women's Society has started a project called "Nighties for Newborns." Om goal is to supply one diaper and one nightie for 
each baby. If you can bring any used baby clothes to conference, give them to Joy Ross, chairman of this committee. 

The committee is also sending money to Malawi so that Bettie can have women sew nighties. Contributions can be made to 
the Women's Society. SR ' 

Observe Religious Libe Day 
June 1985 

Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs 

... to information from 
the Federal government is 
available to you at more 
than 1,380 Depository li
braries across the country. 
You can visit any of these 
libraries and use the De
pository collection free of 
charge. lb find the Federal 
Depository in your area, 
contact your local library 
or write to the Federal 
Depository Library 
Program, Office of the 
Public Printer, Washington, 
DC 20401. 

Federal De~$itory 
Library Program 

ThiS program IS supported by The AdvertlSlnq CounCil and IS a 

publiC service of thiS publica lion 
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Intl'rl1ll'l1t was in 011' l\iversicil' CPJlwt.I'ry in 1 )Odgl' ('1'lIll'l'. PHI) 

Thoma§o~-Flon't1lT Louisl' Thomas, ~);), died March Iii, l~j''''L in 
Seattle, Washington. 

Shl' was horn August 2:1. L~KS, in Flandn'<lu, ;;outh Dakota, Shl' wa,,-; (ll1!' 
1I f th t' charter nH'm hprs 0 nhc Sea ltll' A rea Sl'ven th I )ay Hi! pti s t ( 'h lllT han rI 
was active in its formalion. 

Surviv(lrs inc! udl' a daugh tel', Maude M. Posey, of Edmonds, Washingtlln 
Funeral sl'rviccs wpre held March ~2, I YS4, in Ikck's Garden Chap('L 

Edmonds, with Pas lor Cary HemmingcrofthcSt'vpnth Jla,v Baptist Church 
ofSl'attil' officiating. Interment services were held March ~:l, 19S4, al !)1'sl'rt 
Lawn ('cmeter,Y, Kennewick Highlands, Washington. 

B'" €) th :.1 "l~:r' r ~ j q ~ - . ~ 

Rand.-A son, Nathan Richard I-{and, w;\~ horn til 
Richard and Wayrw[tl' (Burdick! I-{and of Aurora, 
Culorado, on !lecemlwr 7, I HH4. 

I ' "L' " (' saganl ,..,unny ,upvarra 

Graffius.-A son, Gahriel Charles C;raffi~s, was 
horn to ])onald M, ,md Linda (Hond! Graffius of 
Sall'mvillc, Pl't1l1svivania, on March 9. l\iH:J. 

Bay Area. California 
SII'YI'li ('rolll'h, I'a~tor 

,)Oil1l,d art!'r Ibptic;lIl: 
Mlci1l'lll' (;nffin 

Daytona Beach. Florida 
I\I'tll1l'lh \'an !lorn, PaSI(lr 

,juilll'dhv Ldll'r 
Ikr~'1 Mamhv 

IMiami Fl'li"w~hip) 

,joitll'li aftl'r 1\;1111 ism: 
i 1;\\'Id La ntil'r 
i\1ana l\"driguI'1 
.lllhll \·ih,\s;\l'k 

lSI. ill'!I'!'s],lIrg Ht:,II1('h ('hurchl 

Los Ang-eiPs. California 
illlalH' I.. i)a\'i~, 1';t,~I()J' 

,jllilH'd ;\ftl'r H;q)tl,;rn 
111,bI)(I' I krrt'r;\ 
Edgard" I) SiPlli 

Aurora H.l'latorl's 
~:lias N. H('lalori's 
Edn,\ Rivl'ra 
('i('vl'land (,hmnlwrs 

Sl'attle. Washington 
(;arv 1I1'tl1minger, Pastor 

,joirll'd after Baptism: 
,john C. Mastor 

,joined after Tl'stimllny: 
Carl L. Brown 
Alic(' M, Brown 

,j!)il1l'd h.v Ll'tler: 
(;;\lTlh I). Hcmminger 
l\ri:-;ti A. Hl'tnrninger 

Whiehita Falls. Texas 
W.L. (!ltlll Sharon, Pastor 

,joined b.v Lettl'r: 
Woodv Morri~on 
('harold!!' Morrison 

Bonser.-A son, Tyil'r McLain Bonser, was born 
to Burl and Hrenda Honsel' of Kasson, Min
nesota on March :24, 191\:1, 

" 

Calhoun.-A son, ,joshua Aarun Calhoun, was 
born to GeorgI' and Lannl'ltl' ('alhoun of;;antel', 
California, on Aprii4, l~lW-l 

Correction 

In the May issue of The Sablwth 
Recorder, air travelers to Confer
ence were advised to land at Love 
Field in Little Rock, Arkansas, 
The correct name of the air field 
at Little Rock is Adams Field, 

The Sabbath Recorder 
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In Ma 'awi, Africa. where missionary Bettie Pl'arsol1 is working. thl'rl' is a h()spital wh('r(' I ()() \'illage mothe)'s a ,nar C()tlH' 
to have their babies. Wh('n they leave, they often have nothing hut a little rag to put on the nt'w bah~' to take it hOl1l(" TIH' 
Women's Society has started a project called "Nighties for Newborns," Our goal is to suppl.v one di;lper and onl' tlightil' for 
each baby, If you can bring any used baby clothes to confel'('l1ce, gin thel11 to ,Joy Eoss, chairman of this ('ommitt!'l', 

The committec is also sending money to Malawi so that Bettie can have wonwn sew nighties, ('ontributiol1s can 1)(' m;)(Ic to 
the Woml'll's Society. SH 

Solomon may have beenrrze .• ·wlS~g8l.fJ 
who ever lived But ........................ ·'f:.:?f""-'.1J¥1(.;:£I!Y."""",,,,,v," 

impressed Lc'LJ"'''' 

Books 1 H""" .. "~"''' ....• !iIIHI.;'" 

I\IIilI'IM Book 1 for: 
Timex I Sinclair'!]!:' 

Radio Sback 
l'RS-80Qii<; 

Texas Instruments 
TI·99@1 
PlrlS suggestions 
for adapting to 
other computers. 

mUI!;!!,·m. ~~I'I'J_III!:I'I'J,m Book 2: . 
Programming for 
Oller 200 computers 
using 
Appleso/t BASIC~~; 

Commodore 
BASIC@' 

t 

" '\ 

Microsoft MBASICihl)·· 

Computer Bible Games, Books land 2, open 
a new and exciting world of Bible knowledge, 
By following the detailed. step-by-step instruc
tions which accompany each game, you can 
learn to program Bible story games like Gath
ering Heavenly Manna and Help Moses Find 
Water or play the Great Commission Number 
Game, Play scramble games on people, places 
and bo~ks of the Bible. Even memory-verse . 
scramble games are available for hours of 
cl:lallenge and fun, 

If you're a Christian who loves the Bible and 
enjoys computers, LomputerBlble Carnes, 
Books I and 2. are a must for you! 

Computer Bible 
Games, Book 1 
by J COl1rod 
192 pages 

('ompuler Bible 
, Games, Book 2 

by J. Conrod 
11;0 pages 

i~ew CO\lemHlt Ministries 
2269 Fie!d. St 
L~r.ew~1od. CO.80215 

.1 

Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs 

, " 

B" O«~ltl" (~IIIJll~~.11 

, .. to int()f!nation from 
the Federal government is 
available to you at m(lrc 
than 1,580 Depository Li
hraries across the countn, 
You can \isit any of these 
libraries and use the Ik
pository collection free of 
charge, 'I() tind the Federal 
Depository in your area, 
contact your local library 
or write to the Federal 
Depository Library 
Program, Office of the 
Public Printer. \\,L<;hingtoll, 
DC ~(J.JO I 

lFedcirai Depository 
Ubrary Program 
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