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Slide Duplication: Offered for 'the price, of 
materials, which has bee.n estimated at25 cents per. ,. ' . 
slide. 

Slide Programming: There will be no cost for' 
, slid.@ programming, except when it is necessary to make 
duplicate slides, in which cas~ the standard25 cents per 
slide will be charged. Title slides, synchronized sound" 

. . 
etc.,.will be done as a free service. 

A.V .. Library: All items from the AV.library will 
continue to be sent out at no charge, except for th.e cost 
of returning them to the- Center. This includes aIrvideo 
cassettes recently added to the library. " 

"Called Together," the Quadrus Media tape on S.D. 
BaptisJs, may be borrowed ·for showing at no cost, and 
may be purchased'for $25.00 by any church or 
individ~al in the denomination. 

New Additions to the 
A. V ~ Library 

a) The rest of the Charles Colson series "Challenge to 
the Church." The four casettes are: 

1. The Challenge to Die. After being sentenced to 
prison in the Watergate scandal, Colson fC)und real 
security in Jesus. Committed believers must die to self 
and sin to make a difference in the world. 

2. Challenge to do Justice. (Previously reported.) 
Prisons are not changing people. Colson describes the 
severe prison crisis and presents a clear-cut solution 
based on biblical truths arid the experience of his 
organization, "Prison Fellowship." 

3. The Challenge to God's People. It is our duty as 
Christians to reject our cultural false values and to 
minister to those outside of the church. 

4. Answers to Tough Questions. Colson speaks 
about the work of "Prison Fellowship" and how people 
can get involved. In this final tape, audience members 
respond to the series. Each tape comes with 10 copies of 
a lesson guide. 

b) How Should We Then Live? A five-part cassette 
series. Frances Shaeffer's focus on history, each segment 
reviewing a portion of world history and putting that 
period in Christian perspective. Interesting and well 
filmed. Each one of the series may be used as a separate 
program. 
Cassette 1. The Roman Age. The Middle Ages 
Cassette 2. The Renaissance. The Reformation. 
Cassette 3. The Revolutionary Age. The Scientific Age. 
Cassette 4. The Age of Non·Reason. The Age of Fragmentation. 
Cassette 5. The Age of Personal Peace and Affluence. Final Choices. 

I • r"" 
c) Superstars on Location. Famous professional' 

athletes shown at their work, picturing th.eir struggles in 
the game of life as well as in sports, and their growth in 
Christian living. A good program for men's fellowships 

. or young people's groups. . 
~d) "What's up Josh?"}osh MacDowell. Intense debate 

on the college campus gives dramatic answers to young 
people who are questioning the Bible itself. . 

e) "Hi, I'm Ann."The story of Ann Kiemel, best
selling author, 4ynamic speaker. and communicator and, 
recently, a marathon runner. 

f) The Last Days. A six-cassette Bible study series. 
Interesting,and informative, Dr. Sproul brings out .J 

conflicting.viewpoint.s on controversial theologic,al 
subjects that are seldom studied in Sabbath school 
classes. 
Cassette 1. The Anti-Christ. 
Cassette 2. Heaven. 
Cassette 3. Hell. 
Cassette 4. The Rapture, -Cassette 5. The Millenium. 
Cassette 6. Crisis in Eschatology. 

g) Teacher Training Series. 
Cassette 1. Preparing to Teach Children. 
Cassette 2. Bible Learning for Children, 

h) Teacher Training Kit. Added to the AV. library by 
the North Central Association. Includes 5 separate kits, 
each kit including 4 filmstrips, 2 cassettes, 8 
transparencies, 8 duplicating masters, and 1 trainer's 
manual. 

The separate kits in the series are: 
1. Ministry To a Crowing Church. 

2. Young Children. 
. 3. Elementary Children. 

4. Youth Ministry. 
5. Adult Ministry. 

May be sent for individually or as a series, but please 
schedule so~they may be returned within a month. 

Please do not request that items from the AV. library 
be sent to you more than three weeks in advance of the 
time that they are to be shown. Also, please return them 
to the library within two weeks of the time they have 
been shown. ~ 
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Searchmgf()ra cburch home 
,', ' , I, """'. ' 

4 

How would it feel toJook in th~ yellow 
pages for a 'Sabbath-keeping group you 
have never heard of, and wind ,up being ~ 
charter mer:nbers of its new church? Just 
ask David and Gloria Meyer from 
Madison, Wisconsin.' 

, liMy first thought was, 'I've never been 
to a church this small!1 Coming from a 
huge-gigantic-Catholk church, it Wp, 
quite a switch," shares David. "But it ~ 
~ind of neat./I 
, the friendliness of the fellowship 
'attracted Gloria. "They real~ ach out 
to us with respect. We were ~eing blessed 
by 'going. The people were really 
supportive-and for me, that was 
something different./I 

Gloria had to fill a vital supporting role 
a few years earlier, when David suffered a 
heart attack at the age of 30. 

"After the heart attack, I really got 
spiritual," he laughs, lo,oking back. 
"According to the doctor, it was really a 
fluke and probably will never happen 
agam. 

"I did get a little 'religious' for a while, 
but then got even worse than I was 
before. I went down fast." 

Before anything more tragic could 
happen, David states, "I came back to 
God." 

Gloria had a relationship with God 
before her marriage, but not without her 
own struggles. 

"When I was 18, I felt like I had hit 
bottom. I lived alone, got very 
depressed ... " (Gloria pauses.) "1 even tried 
to commit suicide. 

"But that same day, ) had a 'vision.' I 
saw a pit. Jesus was standing next to me, 
but he couldn't look at me or talk to me. I 
started crY,ing and pleaded with him, 
saying, ') don't want to go there!' But he 
still didn't say anything. 

") kept crying until I realized that, 'He 
can't look at me because I'm full of sin.' I 
knew the answer without him saying it. 
After that, 1 wanted to change my life." 

The process was slow, but it yielded 
more peace of mind and a partner in 
marriage. 

. ~ .. 
o 

David and Gloria Meyer with tht:ir two children 
Jason and Angela, 

The Meyers' search for a 'church home 
led them on a winding road, with more 
than} few detours. It all began with.a 
knock on their door. 
, "We started studying with the Jehoyah's 

Witnesses," David reminisces. "They kept 
wanting us to use their bible, b':lt I 
couldn't do that. The only reason we had 
a Bjble in the house is because this 
'Baptist guy' gave each of us one a while 
back. 

"Some of the things they taught 
seem-ed a bit strange, so I really started 
studying to prove these guys wrong." 

David's understanding pf the Sabbath 
came through this search of the 
Scriptures. 
_ "I do have them to thank for getting me 
started." 

Their 'church search' continued; 
Catholic, Methodist, Seventh Day 
Adventist, and others-they still felt 
something missing. 

David admits, "It took us a long time to 
find any Seventh Day Baptists. 1 went 
through the yellow pages four times, and 
Gloria finally found it." 

A phone call led to a friendly invitation, 
directions to ,the meeting place, and a 
memorable. first impression. 

'We had decided to get there a little 
early," David recalls about their mid
winter expedition. "It was getting closer 
and closer to the time to start, and we 
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w~Jted :and waited-' no one was there. I 
went around the front;, then,the bac~ 
trying the doors ... .I was just about to pack 
it up when sOllwone. showed up./I, , 

They were welcomed into the building 
to be warmed-in mQre ways than one. 
The group of 10 proved to be the nucleus 
~f ~eliev~rs ~ho would, in three years; 
become chaiter members of a Conference~ 
recognized c;,hurch. But that road, also, 
Was not without its' bumps. " ' 
, "A few times, we just sto,Pped going," . 
David admits. "There were 

,Ii; disagreements. I grew up thinking that : 
the head of the church was supposed to ' 
be perfect. The priest was the symbol of 
Christ. He was not supposed to be 
human, to make mistakes, or say things 
that could b,e taken the wrong way./I 

David felt that way when someone . 
brought a crucifix to the service as an 
object lesson: 

"I saw red during the whole service." 
_ The family did not go back for a 
number of weeks. Phone calls, visits, and 
prayerful dialogue heal~d the hurt, and 
both sides matured .. 

'We've grown-I've grown-in my 
expectation of others and realizing that 
people are human." 

Seventh Day Baptists are certainly that. 
David and Gloria were baptized by Rev. 

Leroy Bass in Lake ~endota. That event, 
in June of 1982, insprred David to write a 
song. He gave it just enough country 
"twang" to highlight its humor, but the 
deep meaning of that day in their lives is 
not veiled: 

"When I went down in the water 
together with my wife, 

. It was a warm June afternoon but the 
water felt like ice. , 

As we walked out even further, we held 
each other's hand 

And Jesus walked right with us, just 
the way that He had planned. 

We weren't the only ones freezin' 
'cause the minister was there 

, And, just before he baptized USi -he 
said a little prayer. 

He asked that God would bless us, our 
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friends and 'family, 
, , And that all 'unbelievers wo'uld be 
touched by what they'd see. 

WelL first he tumedto Gloria; she held ' 
her nose and then ' 

o 

She went backwards I,mderwater and 
i-she came up with, a grin. 

Now Jesus wanted into me and the 
devil wanted out.. / ' 
. WelL I went under quietly, but I came 
up with a shou.t! 

~ know that something special 
happen~d on that beach that day I 

... . And what's wI:itten dow.n in heaven, 
Brother's, written down to 

stay. " 

Less t~an two years later, th~ Meyers.
with their children, Jason and Angela
posed with a handful of others as pictures 

, of the new Madison Seventh Day Baptist 
Church were snapped. 
, Where will they go from here? 

"I'd like to see the church get involved 
in the community," wishes David. "There 
is too much apathy-no sense of urgency. 
I'd like to be, you know, a' 'Voice in the 
Wilderness.' /I 

Reminded of their size, David retorts, 
"Even th~ugh we're very small, it 
reminds me when I went squirrel 
hunting. There was one bird making such 
a racket that it Was scaring everything 
away. I thought, 'This must be one good
sized bird.' I couldn't see it, but I sure 
could hear it." 

Wa'nting more than anything to ~ag a 
squirrel, the young hunter pointed his 
gun toward the sound and pulled the 
trigger. 

'Well, wonder of wonders, I killed the 
bird. I don't know how it happened-I 
was just shooting into a giant oak tree full 
of leaves. I found the bird. It was the 
smallest bird I'd ever seen, but it made 
the biggest noise in the woods. It was 
kind of like David and Goliath, with 
smallness having power." 

"The church cOIJld be like that, too. 
We're not very big, but we could have a 
big voice." SR 
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__ rching for a church' home . , .. 

This is an inter
view/testimony 

of David and 
Gloria Meyer, 

two charter:' 
. . 

members. of the .. 
,Madison, 

• 
, Wisconsin, 

Seventh Day' 
Baptist c;hutch.'· 

.. 

.. 

,How would it feel tO,look in the yellow 
pages for il Sabbatkl;~keeping group yod 
haw never heard of, and wind up,being 
,~hartef.'mtlmlkrs of its new church? Just 
ask David and Gloria Meyer from 
Madison, Wisconsin, 

"My first thought was, 'I've'never heen 
to a church this small !' Coming from a' 

.' , 
huge~giganti(---Cat~olic {:hurch,'it was 
quite a switch," shares David, "But it was 
kind of neat." 

The friendliness of the fellowship 
attracted Gloria, "They reallY' reached out 
to us ,«ith respect. We were being blessed 
by going, The people were really 
supporti~e-,-and for me, that was 
somethirlg different." 

Gloria had to fill a vital sUI?porting role 
a few years earlier, when David suffered a 
heart attack at the age of 30, .. 

"Aftl'r the heart attack, I really got 
spiritual," he laughs, looking back. 
"According to the doctor, it was really a 
fluke and probably will never happen 
agam. 

"1 did get a little 'religious' for a while, 
but then got even worse than I was 
before. I went down fast." 

Beforl1 anything m!,.lre tragic could 
happen, David states, "I came back to 
God." 

Gloria had a relationship with God 
before her marriage, but not without her 
own struggles. 

"When I was IH, I felt like I had hit 
bottom.' I lived alom', got very 
depressed ... " (Gloria pauses.) "I even tried 
to commit suicide. 

"But that same day, I had a 'vision.' I 
saw a pit. ksus was standing next to me, 
but Ill' couldn't look at ml' or talk to mt1. I 
startl'd crying and pleaded with him, 
saying, 'I don't want to go there!' But he 
still didn't say anything, 

"I kept crying until I realized that, 'He 
clm't look at nw bl'cause I'm full of sin.' I 
km'w thl' answer without him saying it. 
After that, I wanted to change my life." 

TIll' pnKl'SS W.lS slow, but it yielded 
more Pl'<lCt"of mind ,md 41 partner in . .. 

• 

David' and Gloria Meyer with their two 
Jason and Angela. 

, The Meyers' search for ~_church home 
led .them on a winding roadJ with more 
than a few detours. It all began with a 
knock on their door. 

"We started studying with the Jehovah's 
Witnesses," David reminisces. "They kept 
wanting us to use their bible, but I 

,. couldn't do that. The only reason we had 
a Bible in the house is because this . 
'Baptist guy' gave each of us one a while 
back. 

"Some of the things they taught 
seemed a bit strange, so I really started 
studying to prove these guys wrong." 

David's understanding.of the Sabbath 
came through this search of the 
Scriptures. 

"I do have them to thank for getting me 
started." 

Their 'church search' continued; 
Catholic, Methodist, Seventh Day 
Adventist, and others-they still felt 
something missing. 

David admits, ''It took us a long time to 
find any Seventh Day Baptists. I went 
through the yellow pages four times, and 
Gloria finally found it." 

A phone call led to a friendly invitation, 
directions to the meeting place, and a 
memorable first impression. 

"We had decided to get there a little 
early," David recalls about their mid
winter expedition. "It was getting closer 
and closer to the time to start, and we 

Tile Sabbatll Recorder 

.' 

, . ;t. '. . 

, ~ 'waitedahd w~it~d~no on~ was thefe. I ,. " 

went around ·thefront; then the back, 
, . . 

'try~:Qg the qogf,s .... I 'was just about t(:) pack 
iFup'when someone showed up." 

They were welcomed into the building 
to be warm~d-in more ways than one. 
The group of 10 proved to be the nudeus 

/""'--"of believers who would, in three years; 
become charter members of a Confe'rence
recognized church. But that road, als'o, 
was not without its bumps. 

"A fe~ times, we just stopped going," 
David admits. 'There were 
disagreements. I grew up thinking that 
the head of the church was supposed to·' 
be perfect. The priest was the symbol of 
Christ. He was not suppose,d to be 
human, to make mistakes, or say things 
that could be taken the wrong way." 

David felt that way when someone 
brought a crucifix 'to the service as an . 
object lesson, • . 

"I saw red during the whole service." 
The family did not go back for a 

number of weeks, Phone calls, visits, and 
prayerful dialogue healed the hurt, and 
both sides matured .. 

'We've grown-I've grown-·in my 
expectation of others and realizing that 
people are human," 

Seventh Day Baptists ilre certainly that. 
David and Gloria were baptized by Rev. 

Leroy Bass in Lake Mendota. That event, 
in June of 1982, inspired David to write a 
song. He gave it just enough country 
"twang" to highlight its humor, but the 
deep meaning of that day in their lives is 
not veiled: 

'Wilen I went down in the water 
togetller witll my wife, 

It was a warm June afternoon but the 
water felt like ice, 

As we walked out even further, we held 
each other's hand V'l 

And Jesus walked right witll us, just 
the way that He had plrlnned. 

l 
'" " . 

"r-' 

frierids' and tilmil\', 
., .' \ " 

And that .1Ilunbt'1i(,l'ef . ., H'ouldbe . 
tOllched bv Wh.lf ther 'dset'. . - . , 

, 

Well, tlrst he turned to Gloria; she held 
her nose d nd t hell 

She went ,bad. ~\'ards lIndt'fW.lter and 
-she· came up. with a grin. 

Now ]esus ~"'dnted into me .J[~' 
devil wanted out. ' 

Well, I Wt'lI! under tluidiy, but I came 
up with a ~houtr 

• 
I know tilat somt:'thiflg special 

happened on that bedch that day 
And what's written dOWll in heclvell, 

Brother's, written dowll to 
t " s ay. 

Less than two years later, till' Meyers
with their children, Jason and Angela-~ 
posed with a handful of others as pictures 
of the new Madison Seventh Day Bap~ist 
Church were snapped. 

Where will they go from hl're? 
'Td like to see the church gl't involved 

in the community," wishes David. 'There " 
is too much apathy-no sense of urgemy (·TC~4:~';'~i~~~ 
I(d like to bl', you know, a 'Voice in the 
Wilderness.' " 

Reminded of their size, David retorts, 
"Even though we're very small, it 
reminds me when I went squirrel 
hunting. There was one bird making such 
a racket that it was scaring everything 
away. I thought, This must be one good
sized bird.' I couldn't see it, but I sure 
could hear it." 

Wanting more than anything to bag a 
squirrel, the young huntl'r pointed his 
gun toward the sound and pulll'd the 
trigger. 

"Well, wonder of wonders, I killed the 
bird. I don't knl1,w how it happl1ned -~ I 
was just shooting into a giant oak tree full 
of leaves. I found the bird. It was the 
smalll'st bird I'd ever Sl'(,'n, but it made 
the biggest noisl' in the woods, It was 
kind of like David and Goliath, with 

, . 

We weren't the only ones fret>zin' 
'cause the minister was there J smallnL1ss having power." 

And, just before he baptized us, he "The chl!rch could be likll .. thl.1!, too. 
said a little prayer. 'I" We're not very big, but we'('ould havl' a 

He asked that God would bless u.s, our big voice." ) ~ 
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attended, The fOllowing we,k, We went "10 MakapWil for 

conference, Board ineetings, etc, Conference brought ContinUed' . 
increase of interest an'd participation by the laY1l;len. The Sabbath 
services were the climax, With attendance arOUnd ilO'O'and 
baptism in t~afterrioon of 28 new Christians of the district. 

A special treat at Conference was Mrs. Lozani's report of her 

" 
trip to the U.S.A, She has returned to us full of enthUSiasm and 

: new ideas. There have been several other seminars here for 
women which also helps in Out women's Work The Blantyre 
ladies are really enjoying their ~ewing on the "Nighties for . 

• NeWborns" project. I Was given 20' little shirts to take to Thomas 
and Makapwa the last of October, to be available for the mothers in need. 

We have seVeral Young men Who have completed Form 4 
(grade 12) this year. Many are thWarted in their search for 

employn/ent or further training. Two have applied to Malamulo 
for Medical ASSistant college. Pray with us that at least one of 
.them will be accepted. Many mOre than previoUsly are now 
finishing school and the job market is crowded. (Our two lady 
teachers at Lilongwe told us about their classes. One has a stream 
of grade 3 with 160' children, the other teaches seCondary school with,about 60 per class.) 

The medical responsibilities Continue to keep Bettie doubly 
busy and present various and difficult problems, but the Lord 
Sustains and keeps us gOing. It has been good to fit in the church 
trips recently, but now that the rains are near, we will sPend more time at home. 

Thank you for YOUr interest, your letters, and please, please 
remember to uphold in prayer. May the l.ord bless YOUr holiday 
season and giVe you a good and fruitful year ahead. We may be \ 
able to see SOme of you next year as We hope, DV, to attend the 
S.D.8. World Federation sessions in New England. 

YOurs together in his love, 

David and Bettip Pp<lrson 
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,A worldwide witness 
ClfeWorldFederation's first 20 years 

by Janet Thorngate 

"1\his consultation of Sevent,h Day 
Baptists from the several conferences 
came into ex.istence with the gradqalness, 
naturalness and quietness often , 
associated with the acts of God ampngi' 
men." 

That opening statement in the t,eport of 
those founding the Seventh Day Baptist 
World Federation oyer 20 years ago was 
followed by another se'em.iiig 
understatement: "Mutual understanding 
and increased appreciation for the hopes 
and problems of others have been the 
major achievement,of this first CoWoCo 
session." Representatives from seven 
countries had responded to the invitation 
from the Unifed States conferenc;e toineet 
with them in Salem, West Virginia, USA, 
August 12-16, 1964. They dealt with large 
issues of missionary effort and 

'cooperation on a global scale. They 
drafted a constitution to be submitted to 

·r--- -"II * .... 
! 

R(.'pfL'sL'ntativc.'s .1t till' first ml't·tirw of tile Seventh Day Baptist World Federation in 
Wt'stcrly, RllOdt'lsiand, August 6, 1971, Wt're (left to right, First two rows) Alton L. Whct'/t'f, 
USA, t'xccutin' sL·cf/.'/ary; joseph A SamuC!/s, j.1lllaic.1, vict'-pm~id('nt; Otmin B. Milnilni, 
M.1/awi, vice-pfL'sidt'nt; Inez ['ett'rs, GUYilllil; ]ollallllt's iJahlke, Germ.lIIY; Antonio Barrc.·r.1, 
lJmzil; Iris Codrington, Englillld; Watson Miltilka, Malawi; Simt·onl.YJ"lTls, j.lmaic.1; Vincent 
Smilh, ]anlilitw tOfL'n G. Osborn, USA, president. Third ilnd fill/rtll rows: Albouint· ['m/, 
England; Rex E bv.it'/JL'i, USA, recording Sl·cfL·tary; Pdt'r N;euwstr.J/('II, Nt'fht·r/ands; Etlld 
W/II,,'der, USA; Evt'rt'lt T Harr;s, USA, treasurN; Frilllc;s L johnsoIl, New Zt',I/,lI1d. Top row: 
I.l'on M. Maltby, USA,-[,con R. Lnvton, USA; c:. Zijl.~tril, NetlH'rl,ll1ds;]olIllC',C;;(, Skam;s, USA; 
jacob Tyrrt'll, Guyarlol. 
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the nationa,l c.onferences arid groups who 
might be interested in joining. , 

In pursuit of "Unity and-a 
Vigorous Witness" , 

"It is the heartfelt prayer of these 
undersigned delegates," they ~conclude~, 
"that this report reflects 'tke beginning of 
a substantial trend t(:)ward our goal of 
Seventh Day Baptist unity in Christ and a 
vigorous witness throughout the world." 
Those signing were Rev. James McGeachy 
(England), Jacob N. Tyrrell (British 
Guyana), Rev. Johannes B,ahlke 
(Germany), Alfred Mellmann (Germany), 
Rev. Rex E. Zwiebel (USA), Rev. Otrain B. 
Manani (Malawi), G. Zijlstra (Holland), 
Naval Harley (Jamaica), Rev. Joe A. 
Samuels (Jamaica) ahd Loren G. Osborn, 
cha~rman (USA) and Rev. Alton L. 
Wheeler, secretary (USA). 
I By the end of the following year (1965), 

11 conferences had joined the new 
Federation: Central Africa, Brazil, Burma, 
Britain, Germany, Guyana, Jamaica, 
Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand, 
and the USA. Since then India, the 
Philippines, Nigeria, and Poland have 
been added. Increased exchange of letters, 
publications, greetings, and visits, 
cooperation on several international 
projects, aQd two more meetings of 
delegates from the member countries 
have enlarged the world of all Seventh 
Day Baptist Christians. 

A consultation proposes a 
federation 

At that First World Consultation of 
Sev,nth Day Baptist Conferences 
(CoWoCo) in 1964, delegates presented 
items for consideration and proceeded 
through an agenda of such questions as 
these: (1) How may we best continue the 

I worthwhile contributions of missionary 
efforts of the past under present national 
developments? (2) Is there a continuing 
need for missionary service and, if so, in 
what forms and how shall we proceed? 
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(3) HO\i\T may the various,SeventhDay 
. Baptist conferences cooperate in such 'a . 

way as to strengthen the individual 
" conferences? c " 

, Frdm these discussion'S and the 
changes made in the 1971 and 1978 ' 
sessions, have emerged the simple 
purposes of the Seventh Day Baptist 
World Federation: To provide increased 
communication among Seventh Day 
Baptist groups around the world, to 
promote projects of mutual interest which 
will benefit from international 
cooperation, and to stimulate fellowship 
among SDB Christians. 

l' 

In 1966 a nominating committee of 
Gerben Zijlstra (Netherlands), James 
McGeachy (England), and Rex ZWie~ 
(USA) prepared a ballot of officers. . 
Conference representatives elected Lor n 
G. Osborn (USA) the first' president and 
Alton Wheeler (USA) the executive 
secretary. 'The executive committee 
planned a Week of Prayer for January 
1967, the booklet written by Gerben 
Zijlstra and Everett Harris. At the 1978 
sessions, these two men were recognized 
as originators of the idea of a world 
federation. Executive Secretary Wheeler 
began publication of the WorfcJ 
Federation Newsletter and took every 
opportunity in his travel for the USA 
Conference to make visits for the 
Federation as well. 

65,880 miles for what and 
who are we? 

When the first official meeting of the 
Federation took place in 1971, it was -
hosted by the New England Yearly 
Meeting of Seventh Day Baptists, the 
oldest known "association" of SOB 
churches in the ~orld. Seventh Day 
Baptists in the USA were also ceiebrating 
300 years in America, the founding of the 
Newport, Rhode Island, church in 1671. 
Delegates from nine countries attended 
these sessions, August 4-8 in Westerly, 
Rhode Island. They traveled an aggregate 
of 65,880 miles from Brazil, Britain, 
Germany, Guyana, Jamaica, Malawi, 

\ 
;' 

/ 
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Netherlands, New Zealand, andthe.USA: 
Those from Burma, I'ndia'and Mexico 
were unable to attend. President, Osborn 

, " 

presided, assisted by vice presidents 
. Joseph Samuels (Jamaica) and Otrain' 

Manani (Malawi). 
The writer for The Sahbath Recorder 

reported lively discqssion of the reason 
for it all: 

The question was raised as to 
whether the Federation exists' 
primarily to provide a unifying force 

'" for the many national groups of 
churches of like faith or whether it , 
should be a missionary, ~vangelistic 
organization surv~ying the world 
need and extending the Seventh 
Day Baptist faith to new countries. 
Those engaged io worldwide 
correspondence saw the value of the 
more or less passive role. It gives 

~ new churches something to,belong 
to rather than being dependent on 
the one Conference that has dOlle 
the most in missionary work. 

On the other side, it was argued 
ably that the time is short and that 

< Seventh Day Baptists must be 
reaching out to new fields. 
Eventually a committee was 
appointed to bring in 
recommendations as to certain 
projects by which churches in one 
conference could be helped by the 
pooled resources of other 
conferences. 

Projects agreet'l on at this session drew 
contributions from the conferences in the 
months that followed: travel aid for Brazil 
evangelists to work in three states ' 
(Parana, Santa Catarina, and rio Grande 
do Sui-monthly support for over two 
years) and help to the Central Africa 
Conference to send a w(lrker or 
missionary to Northern Malawi. 

, , 
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Aw,orldwide,witness.' ' 
,k 4" , • " • • ~ T 

'The World Fed~ration's first 20 year? 

" 

\...., .. 

by Janet Thorngate 

"This consultation of Seve'nth Day 
Baptists from the several conferences 
came into existence with the gradualness, 
naturalness and quietness often 
associated with the acts of God among 
men. " 

That opening statement in the report of 
those founding the Seventh Day Baptist 
World Fe.deration over 20 years ago was 
followed by another seeming 
understatement: "Mutual understanding 
and increased appreciation for the hopes 
and problems of others have been the 
major achievement .of this first CoWoCo 
session." Representatives from seven 
countries had responded to the invitation 
from the United States conference to meet 
with them in Salem, West Virginia, USA, . 
August 12-16,1964. They dealt with large. 
issues of missionary effort ~nd 
cooperation on a global scale. They 
drafted a constitution to be submitted to 

~, .. ,.. • 

R('pn'!it'nltlliv('s III Iile {ir.,;1 n1t't'linlJ o{ tht' .'it'vt·nth OilY 8,11"i.,; I 'World Pl'd('r.llion in 
W('sl('r1y, Rhodt'/sl.Jr1d, Au#usl (1, 1!J71, wert' (h'{t 10 ri#ht, first two rows) A/Ion L Whet'/!'f, 
USA, ('x('culivt' st·cn·I.JfY; lost'ph A S.Jr1lUt'ls, /,III1.Iica, vict'·J'rt'.~idt'/1I; Olrain II. M.ITl.lI1i, 
M.l/.1Wi, vin,.pn's;d(~nt; Int'/. 1'('I(·r.<;, (;uy.If1.I; ,,,llama's II.lhlkl', Ct'rrJJ.lnv; An~oni"ll.lfrt'r.l, 
Bm:til; Iris CodrinlJ'on, i:'lWI.Jr1d; W.ll.o;O/1 M.II.lk.l, M.ll.Jw;; Sinlt'onl.von,o;, /.Jnlilicd; Vinet'llt 
Smith, lilnldic.l; to(('n G. o.~born, USA, Jlrt'.~hlt'f1I. Tllirtf .Jr1d fourth row.O;: AtboufIle ['1'./1, 

En/J/ilnd; R(',.. H 7.w,i('bt'/, USA" r('conlin# .~!'m·t,lrv; I'dc'r Nit'uw.o;t r,llc'l1, N('l/lC'rl.lIld.~, 1:'t lid 
Wh('('/t'r, USA I:'vC'f(·/t r II"'r;.~, USA" tmmm'r; Pr,IllC;S /.. 'OhIlSClII, Nt'w 7('11I,lIId. Top row: 
L('()lI M. M.l/lhy, USA; 1.('(1/1 R. LHVlorl, USA G Ziil.~lfll, Nl'IllI'r1.l/Id.~, ',Imc's A Sk'l~g~, USA 
Iilcob Tyrn'lI, (;11)'11111/. 

8 

, 

the national conferences and groups. who 
might be interested in jC?ining. 

In pursuit of "Unity and a 
Vigorous Witness" 

"It is the heartfelt prayer of the'se 
undersigned delegate&," they concluded, 
"that thiS!,~e~ort reflec)3 the beginning of 
a' subst~ntlal trend toward our goal of 
Seventh Day Baptist unity in Christ and a 
vigorous witness throughout .the world." 
Those signing were Rev. James ~cGeachy 
(England), Jacob N. Tyrrell (British 
Guyana), Rev. Johannes Bahlke 
(Germany), AlfredMellmann (Germany), 
Rev. Rex .E. Zwieoel (USA), Rev. Otrain B. 
ManaI}i (Malawi), G. Zijlstra (Holland), 
Naval Harley (Jamaica), Rev.loe A., 
Samuels (Jamaica) and Loren G. Osborn, 
chairman (USA) and Rev. Alton L.'
Wheeler, secretary (USA). 

By the end of the following year (1965), 
11 conferences had joined the new 
~ederation: Central Africa, Brazil, Burma, 
Britain, Germany, Guyana, Jamaica, 
Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand, 
and the US,A. Since then India, the 
Philippines, Nigeria, and Poland have 
be~n adged. Increased exchange of letters, 
publications, greetings, and visits, 
cooperation on several international 
projects, and two more meetings of 
delegates from the member countries 
have enlarged the world of all Seventh 
Day Baptist Christians. 

A consultation proposes a 
federation 

At that First World Consultation of 
Seventh Day Baptist Conferences 
(CoWoCo) in 1964, delegates presented 
items for consideration and proceeded 
through an agenda of such questions as 
these: (1) How may we best continue the 
worthwhile contributions of missionary 
efforts of the past under present national 
developml'nts? (2) Is there a continuing 
need for missionary service and, i(~(), in 
what forms and how shall we proceed? 
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. (3rHow may the various,SeventhOa,y.~·:· 
Baptist conferences cooperate in sucba. 
way as to sUengthen the individual 
conferences? 

" I r 

From these discussions and the 
c'hanges mal'll' in the 1971 and 1978 
sessions, .... have emerged the si l11ple .' 
purposes otthe Seventh Day Baptist 
vyorld Fed-eration: To provide increased, 
communication among Seventh Day 
Baptist groups around the wor,ld, to 
promote projects of mutual interest which 
will benefit from int~rnational 
cooperation, and to stimulate fellowship 
among SOB Christians. 

In-t966 a nominating committee of 
Gerben Zijlstra (Netherlands), James 
McGeachy· (England), and Rex Zwiebel 
(USA) prepared a ballot of officers .. 
C~ference representatives elected ~oren 
G. Osbor~ (USA) the first president and 
Alton Wheeler (USA) the executive 
secretary. The executive committee 
planned a Week of Prayer for January 
1967, the booklet written by Gerben 
Zijlstra and Everett Harris. At the 1978 
sessions, these two men were recognized 
as originators of the idea of a world 
federation. Executive Secretary Wheeler 
began publication of the World 
Federation Newsletter and took every 
opportun.ity in his travel for the USA 
Confere'nce to make visits for the 
Federation as well. 

65,880 miles for what and 
who are we? 

When the first official meeting of the 
Federation took place in 1971, it was 
hosted by the New England Yearly 
Meeting of Seventh Day Baptists, the 
oldest known "association" of SOB 
churches in the world. Seventh Day 
Baptists in th~ USA were also celebrating 
300 years in America, the founding of the 
Newport, Rhode Island, church in 1671. 
Delegates from nine countries attended 
these sessions, August 4-8 in Westerly, 
Rhode Island. They traveled an aggregate 
of 65,880 mile? from Brazil, Britain, 
Germany, Guyana, Jamaica, Malawi, 
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,~ Netherl'lnds, New Zec1land, and t hI.' USA. 
," '" . ",' . 

Those from Burma, India and Mexin1 .. 
" . 

were unahle tOllttenJ.. Pn'sidt'nt Osborn 
presided, assisted by vice pn:'sidl'nts' 
Joseph Samuels (Jani.aica) and Otr,l;n 
Manani (Malawi). 

The wri'ter for 'The5dhhath Rt'cordef 
" ~ ." 

reported lively lliiscussion of till' rt't1son 
for~t all: . 

The Lluesti(m was r~1is'elL1s to .\ , '<> 

whether the Ft'dt\ration t'xists 
primarily toprovidt' '11 unifyinh forel' 
for the many national hfOUpS of 
churches of like faith or wlwtlwf it 
should be a missionary, l'vanht'listic 
organization surveyinh tlw world 
need and extending the St'wnth 
Day Baptist faith to I1l'W cDuntril's. 
Those engaged in worldwide 
cOl:respondcnce saw tlw valul' cif th~' 

l .. 

more or less passive role. It givl~s 
new churches somethinhto lwlonh 
to rather than being dl'pl'ndt.'nt on 
t he one C onferel1Cl' t ha t hdS dUI1l' 

the most in missionary work. 
On the othl'fsidl', it W,1S ,HhUl'li' 

ably that the time is short and th,1t 
Seventh Day Baptists must bl' 
reaching out to new fil'lds. 
Eventually a committel' was 
appointed to brinh in 
recommendations as to cl'rtain 
proje<;ts by which churches ill one 
conference could be Iwlpl'd bv thl' 
pooled resources of othl'r 
conferenCl's. 

Projects agrecd on Jt this sl'ssion drl'w 
contributions from the confl'rt'nCl's in the 
months that followed: trJvl'1 aid for Brazil 
evangelists to work in threl' statl's 
(Parana, Santa Catarina, and rio Grandl' 
do Sui-monthly support for OVl'r two 
years) and hl'lp tn the Cl'ntrJI Africa 
Conference to send a worker m 
missionary to Northern Malawi. 
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Perh(lps 1119st important at this session, 
the delegates reached cortsen~us on a 
discussion of Seventh Oay "Baptist beliefs: 

We are'Sevet:tth Day Baptists,' an4 
that very name indicates certain 
beliefs we hold in common. They 
are: 

(1) basic belief in God and Jesus ~ 
Christ, 

(2) the practice of b~ptism. by···· 
immersion,. 
. (3) observation of the seventh day 

of the week as the Sabbath, ordained 
by God, 

(4) the goal of congregational 
polity in all member 
conferences/conventions, or groups. .. 

During the seven years before the next 
meeting was held, SOBs around the world 
responded to tragedies in India (loss of 21 

The World Federation held its second 
. meeting in Alfred, New York, in 1978. 
Thirty-four delegates and observers 
attended from groups in 10 countries. 

/ 
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SDB evangelist~ in 1972 in the devastating 
tidal wave and destruction of homes in 
the Madras-Nellore cyclone in 1977). They 
supported an ambassado~ial tour of Rev. 
Alton Wheeler and Rev. Leon Lawton to 
visit SOB conferences, groups and leaders 
in 13 countries ,(36,000 miles, encircling 

. the globe in three months). In addition to 
the planned projects, there was assistance 
for sending Watson Mataka as missionary 

\ 

, " 
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........ 

to Ken ya, for digging drinKing and , 
irrigation wells inlridi(l, and for 'other 
emerging needs. Correspondence began 
with.N igeda and the Philippines, 

Ten countries but ~ flags 
~ The World Federation. held its second 

meeting in Alfred, New York, (USA) 
Augbst 2-6, 1978. Thirty;four delegates 
and observers attended from groups in .. 
10 countries. Burma, Germany and -India, 
which joined in 1969, were unable to send 
delegates. Rev. Dav,id Pe,\rson served as 
president (1977-79), succeeded by Thomas 
Merchant (1979-80), and K. Duane Hurley 
became the new executive secretary.' 
Delegates voted to support eight special 
projects, including a program to establish 
contact among scattered SDB churches 
and individuals in Europe. Jan Lek bf the 
Netherlands, one of the vice presidents, 
was named European contact person. 
Church constru~tion in Burma, Great 
Britain, Malawi, and South Africa were 
among other projects on the list. 
Delegates paid tribute to Rev. Zwiebel, 
Rev. Wheeler and Rev. Harris for their 14 
years of service to the Federation since its 
founding. They also re~embered the life 
of G. Zijlstra, who had died in 1974. 

A highlight of the USA Conference that 
year, which most of the delegates 
attended following their sessions, was a 
posting of flags from 22 countries where 
Seventh Day Baptists had a witness. Bible 

• 
sfudy and worship sessions,were led by . 
individual delegations, many of whom 
participated in a post-conference institute 
which featured seminars in leadership 
and administration. 

The seven years since that last session 
have seen a change in leadership, both in 
the Federation and in many of the 
member groups. James McGeachy died in 
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, 1980an~ Ever~tt Harris iri 1982. J aIlles A 
Skl;1ggs began·serving. a'S president in 1981. 
and Dale Thorngate as executive 

I . secretary, both' of the USA. As the wprk in 
. I. Australia grew"the Australasian 

Conference was formed. Nigeria and 
y/Poland joined the Federation in 1973 and 

1974, respectively. Rev. Leon Lawton 
(tr~asurer since 1971) made visits to 
~stralia, Asia, Africa, and South 

,\/ America, and Rev. Thorngate to Europe., 
Sizeable gifts from the SDBs in Germany 
have helped support a number of 
Federation Efojects, partkularlyin Africa . 

A major thrust during this"'nme has 
been the work in Eastern Europe 
coordinated by Jan Lek of the 
Netherlands. In 1979, he reported a visit 
to Poland, renewing a link of friendship 
that had long been nurtured by the 
people in Holland and Germany. In 1980, 
he began publishing The Link, a 
Europe~contact periodical for Seventh 

~ Day Bapt'sts-in Dutch, English, and 
• German. hese, and another visit to 

Poland and Czechoslovakia, laid the 
groundwork for his abil~ty to respond 

/ '. / 

. during the 1982 crisis in Poland with relief 
supplies in the name of SDBs around the 
world. Others from Holland have 
accompanied him with an increasing 
exchange of letters, visits, Christian 
,goodwill, and-most recently
substantial shipment of paper and 
printing equipment for the growing 
publications of the Polish church. 

Money for this and other projects 
comes only through voluntary 
contributions from member conferences 
as they respond to a need that is 
communicated. The same is true for the 
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,M~ney for projects comes o~ly 
through voluntary contributio~s\ 
from member,conferences as they 
respo~d to a need ·that 
is cO\.municated. 

plQJley needed to bring delegates from all 
over the world to one location. for the 
third meeting in New England, August 6-
9, 1986. Groups and individuals around 
the world are asked to contribute as they 
~to the "1986 Sessions Fund." Each 
conference is providing travel money for . 
its own delegate to the extent possible. 

It's a great n,ew day! . 
Federation President James A. Skaggs 

and 1986 Sessions Pastor, Rev. Gabriel 
Bejjani, are busy with program plans for 
the 1986 meetings. The executive 
committee is working with Executiv~ 
Secretary Thorngate on communication 
and fund raising. Seventh Day Baptists 
arou~d the world will be praying together 
January 5-11. "It's a Great New Day!" is 
the prayer week theme selected by Stefan 
and Vicky Kube of Warrimoo, Australia, 
who wrote the 1986 booklet. They truly 
represent the international family; he 
originally from Poland, and she from 
Holland. "Our wish," they say, "is that 
each new day may become for you a 
.Great New Day, lived in harmony.and 
obedience to God's perfect will ... May we 
praise God as we look upon areas of our 
brethren who labor under hardships and 
persecutions, bearing precious fruit for 
the Kingdom of God." . gt 
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Paciftc·Coast·Assodation meets , . , 

Adapted' from the Los Angeles, California, church,Messenger. 
".' . 

. The annual'Pacific Coast Association . 
meetings were well attended October 18-' 
'10, 1985, at Riverside, California. It was 
good to see the,Riverside church's 
building filled to overflowing and th~ . 
Riverside folks did a beautiful job hosting. 

Rev. Ernest Bee of the Seventh Day 

(Pictured Top Right) 
Rev. WiII/.1m Shoffner, Tucson, Arizona. 

(Pictured Right) 
P.1stor Jerry Vaught (le(t), Centralia, 

W.1shington; Rev. Gabriel8ejjani (right), 
Riverside, Cl/iFomi.1, host pastor. 

Rc.·v. Jll/m I'dl (Jt.{t), 
1985 I'CA pn·.9Idc.·nt, 

sm·ts Ntlrman \ 
Burdick. 19861'CA 

pres/dc.·nt, ("//lIIv/ns 
tht' SUllday mum/ns 

lJII.~IIIt·.~s "'('t·t/ns· 

• -- --~.--
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Baptist Board 'of Christian: Educati~n led . 
three workshops, and R~v. Justin 
Camenga of Portland, Oregon, brought 
the Sabbath morning message. Night after 
Sabbath, Lan~. tte Calhoun' of San Diego ) 
presented a beautiful sacred concert. . ( 
Sunday morning, R~v. Bill Shoffner, new, ' 
-extension pa?tor of the new work at 
'Tucson, Arizpna, spoke. The Riverside 
church choir and several others brought 
special music. 

At the annual ,business session, eight of 
the nine Pacific Coast churches were . 
rep~es~nted and brought exciting reports 
of progress everywhere. These include 
new places of worship for San Diego and 

. Portland, plans for a new church 
structure owt;ted by the Rfverside church, 
new branch churches for L.A. at Carson 
and Santa Barbara, the exciting start of 
our brethren in Tucson; as well as good 
reports from San Gabriel, Bay Area, and 
Centralia, Washington, all showing 
progress and growth. ' 

The Christian Education Committee of 
the PCA, which was begun last, year, 
brought reports of several areas they have 
helped in denominational ways and plans 
for several ways of expanding Christian 
Education resources, especially for 
children. A new budgetary item of $1,000 
-was al,lotted for the PCA Christian 
Education Committee. 

The Missionary Evangelism Committee 
has sponsored PCA field trips by Rev. 
Alton Wheeler to Arizona throughout the 
year and has assisted the Tucson church 
in getting Pastor Shoffner established 
there this fall. 

A budget of $12;870 was adopted for 
next year, which will include pastoral 
assistance on a matching-fund basis for 
Bay Area, Portland Area and Centralia 
churches, the PCA Outreach work, 
camping, the Christian Education \ 
Committee projects, and the Asia Interest 
Committee of the national Missionary 
Society. 

New officers include: Norman Burdick 
of Riverside, president; Jean Lewis of 
Riverside, secretary; and Tom Tabor of 

~ the Los Angeles church, treasurer. S{ 
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JAMAiCA..... . 
LIGHTBEARERS 
ASSOCIATION 

Although the Jamaica Lightbearers 
Association, uq,der the presidency of 
Naval W. Harley, continues its'ministry in 
the Mountain View area of Kingston, it 
has lost more than half its membership 
through migration in the last two years. 
r.his has resulted in a slowing down of 
most of the activities in 1984-85. The t'" 
r~maining members, however, are very 
committed and they all try very hard to 
continue their ministry to the needy. 

The plan of voluntary medical service is 
an excellent one. The schedule ffi for a 
doctor on a bimonthly visit and a once 
per week clinic. There is no staff or funds 
to go l?eyond the four hours per week for 
nurses and eight hours per month for the 
doctor. 

The Golden Age Club, under the 
presidency of Sisters Joyce Harley and 
Susan Taylor, continues to grow and 

. affords a good opportunity for witnessing. 
The clinic is supervised by Sister Sarah 
Morrison. Brother Ron Smith and Sister V. 
Stele are reviving the Christian Service 
Brigade. Though we have several ~ 
problems with personnel, finance and 

" materials, we try to get along with what 
wehave. 

The Jamaica Government Ministry of 
Social Service is most helpful in our work 
at Mountain View. Their officers include 
their first female Permanent Secretary in 
Jamaica, Mrs. Merle Brown. She paid two 
visits shortly after taking office, 
representing the Ministry at the 
launching service for the Golden Age 
Club and again at the fund raising supper 
for the 1985 New Year treat. Brother 
Andrew Samuels, with the Jamaica UN 
mission in New York, was on vacation 
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and served as our Master of Ceremonies. 
The pictures show a function for the 

Golden Age CJub, meeting in the yard 
adjacent to the Mountain View Seventh 
Day Baptist church, which is the host 
congregation and from\which most of the 
members for the Lightbearers Association 
are recruited. 111 this way there is 'a 
regular effort to minister to the needs in 

. .-

\ 

(Pictured Below, Top) 
Golden Age Club function, II· 

ministry of Jamaica Lightbearers 
Association, .1t Mountelin View 
Seventh D.1Y Baptist Church, 
Kingston, Jamaic.1. ···'this community showing the love of Jt:sus 

Christ. Brother N.W. Harley asks that we 
"Please remember (them) in your . 
prayers." tP' 

(Pictured Below, Bottom) 
Golden Age Club, Sister Joyce 

SR , Harley (center) in dark dress. 
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Nortohvillecelebrates~ Lord's Acre Sabbath . 

, ' 

• 

Thanks ... 

. ,' , 

, Lord~s Acre Sabbath· 
The Nortonville, Kansas, Seventh Day. 

Ba;tist Church celebrated Lord's Acre -
Sabbath on Oc·tober 12, 1985. Theme of 
the celebration was IICreator and 
Sustainer," based on Psalm 104:5-"You' 
have set the earth firmly on its . . 
foundation,. and it willl1~ver be moved." 

Hymns sung were IIHow Great Thou , 
Art," IIGod of Everlasting Glory," and 
IlGod, My King, thy Might Confessing." 
Amen's chorus and the Clifford Bond 
family furnjshed,special music. At the 
beginning" of the service, a prayer of 
gratitude by Bernard J. Patrick was read 
in unison, setting the tone of the service. 

for the air, and· the water, the generous earth ... 
for the miracle of seed, the promise of blossom, 

and the nourishment of fruit. "-Thanks ... 
for the dawn, and the pursuing twilighLfor the rain, 

and the snow, the glory of tfie ev~r-changing year. 
Thanks ... 

for music, and art, and poetry...for commerce, and 
industry, for invention and achievement. 

Thanks... . 
for the steeple, and the town hall...for the dome of 

authority, and the pillar of justice. J 
Thanks ... 

for kin, for neighbor...for the strength of man, 
the courage of woman~for the confidence of the young, 

and the wisdom of tne old. 
Thanks ... 

for the mind to know, the eyes to behold, the hands to 
use, and the soul to enjoy... . 

And the heart to say-ThaiOO! A-men 

14 

The service was divided into three 
sections, each with responsive scriptural 
passages presenting that particular 
section-'The Goodness of God (forgiving, 
materiaL universal and spiritual); The 
Love of God (great, everlasting, sacrificial 
and for daily life), and The. Power of God 
(creation, governing the world, 
regeneration and ete~allife). During the 
middle section (The 'love'of God), the 
Lord's Supper was observed. 

(-

by Juanita Wheeler 

I 

During the Lord's Acre Committee 
time, the aim of the program and the 
display were explained. In the center of 
the worship table was a large world globe 
reminding us that God is Creator and 

"'~":'HI"X';I' ' 

Sustainer. His world was created perfectly \ 
and remains perfect-minute by minute, ' 
hour by hO\~r, day and night, the seasons, 
and all his creatures.Thesmall book, "The 

. ", 
.' 

, 
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World We Share," was read. All was done 
in. an. effort to encourage a'll to savor . 
peace, and joy, gratitude and praise to 
God 'as Creator and Sustainer of the earth. 

Offerings were individually presented 
during a time of quiet organ music, 
followed by a prayer of gratitude f.or all ~ 
the gifts given to us- llfuU measure, 
pressed down and running over."Lord's 
Acre gifts in 1985 will go for repaif work 
at the church, parsonage, and parish 
house. Ten percent of the donations will 
be used for IISpiritual Growth Outreach." 

, The following words, sung to the 
Doxology, formed the dismissal hymn: 

Praise God that good is e,veI1lwhere, 
Praise to the Love we all may Sbare
The life .that thrills in you and me, 
Praise to the truth that sets us free! 

A-men 
We need to remember that God's love 

, does enfold us as we go about our daily 
lives and that the earth and all we have. 
and enjoy are from hi~. This little prayer 
reminds us of that: 

Lord, I shall be very busy this day. 
I may forget Thee, but do n,ot Thou
forget me. 

Missionary Society Bazaar 
The Missionary Society Annual Bazaar 

was held November 7, 1985. The day was 
crisp and sunny, and a large group of 
people attended from Nortonville and the 
surrounding communities. A beautiful 
array of fancy work, crafts, toys, doll 
clothes, knitted and crocheted items, 

• aprons, etc. were displayed in the parish 
house. Food, baked goods, plants, bulbs, 

. candy, and caramel com were available in 
the church basement. Doughnuts could 
be purchased and, in a gesture of 
welcome and fellowship, coffee was 
furnished to those who came. The bazaar 
chairman was heard to remark how 
pleased she was to see that some of the 
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We need to remember that God's 
love enfolds us as we go about our 
daily lives, and that the.earth and all 
we' have and enjoy are from him. 

( 

men of the church were interested and 
helpfuL actively partic.ipating in,the 
bazaar. ~ 
\ The Missionary Society has a budget 

that supports denominational and local 
projects. The society also supplies some of 
the parsonage needs, such as a 
dehumidifier, new automatic washer, and 
a planned new dining room suite. 

We are p~ud of the Bible studi.es 
completed over the past few years under 
the leadership of our pastor. Our 
president has chosen a study based on 
the book, "You Are Very Special," by 
Vema Bfrkley. The study focuses on a 
different subject each month, encouraging 
all to acquire a better self-image-"You 
are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a people for God's own 
possession ... " I Peter 2:9 (ASV) . 

These two fall projects of our church, 
Lord's Acre and the bazaar, are 12-month 
projects in that the church family works 
toward each all year long. Other projects 
reqUiring work during the year are the 
Soup and Salad Bar Supper (spring); Fifth 
Sabbath Meal of Sharing (observed each 
month with a 5th Sabbath); and two yard 
sales, which help finance the tear End 
Youth Conference. gt 

, . 
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Our World Mis$ion b,!dget update 
JJ _.J I' 

Un designated ' 
, . 

Board Reports 

.....I Needed per month to meet budget 
. $35,585 

Amount Not Raised 

At General Conference sessions' 
/ 

in 1985, the Conference voted to 
include a monthly update on the 
status of the denomination's budget,' 
Information provided here is as of 
the end of November, 1985, . 

$52,000 

~----------------------------, 
1 "I 
1 
1 
'I 1 My Partnership Plan: This contribution is for: 
I I 
1 0 One week's salary or income 0 OWM undesignated giving I 

o Other 0 OWM designated for: 

1 0 SOB World Federation I 
I Name: 0 Evangelism and Missions 1 
1 Address: 0 Christian Education I 

o Publishing (Sabbath Recorder, Lead-Line, Tracts) 
1 City: State 0 Leadership Training (Ministerial or Lay Training) I 
1 0 Hunger Relief (SOB United Relief Fund) I 
I Zip: Crurch: , 1 

I'Iet1se n1,1ke checks payable to Our World Mission. 
~------------~----- __________ J 
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The" cor'e ,,' 
of life ' 
by Earl CruZan 

./ '~Do not use harmful words, but only 
helpful words, the kind- that build up and 
provide, what is nettded, so-that what you 
say will do good to 'those who hear you." 
Ephesians 4,:29 TEV 

This verse of scripture is one {)f the 
most important passages that we can find 
in regard to our relationship to other 
people. There are many types of 

, \ 

Some relationships 
. are of a deep and 
lasting nature, some 
, of them may be 
rather supe¥icial.· 

\ 

relationships.,Some of them are of a deep "".----.-----------~~--~ --'--
and lasting nature, some of them may be 
rather superficial. Relationships are the 
core of life. It is being in the _presence of 
someone, being comfortable with them, 
hearing their voice, the intimacy of touch, 
the nearness to a person-all of these are' 
involved in relationship. And not all of 
them are involved in every relationship, 
even in meaningful relationship. 

Our words are involved in all of our 
relationships. That which we say and how 
we say it is crucial. The very inflection of 

. our voice sometimes speaks louder than 
the words which we say. Words can hurt 
and destroy. As children of God, as 
brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, Paul 
tells us to use only helpful words. There is 
a series of questions which needs to be 
used in guiding our speech: Is it true? Is it 
kind? Is it necessary? 

Paul goes on: liThe kind that build up 
and provide what is needed." It may take 
some concentration on our part, some 
thinking about what we are saying if we 
use only words which build up and 
provide what is needed. It will mean that 
our speech is given consideratiori and 
that we do not just blurt out whatever 
may come to mind and to the tip of our 
tongue. qur concern as followers of ' 
Christ is lito do good to all people." As 
Paul says, "00 good to those who hear 
you:" ~ 
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There is so much evil in this world. The 
evil is dispelled only as it is displaced by 
good. Sometimes it seems like a long, 
slow process. It may not seem 
spectacular. It may seem like we are not 
really an agent of change. But it happens. 
It is something like shifting a ten-speed ... 
bike. I learned this one summer when I 
was in California. With most ten-speeds, 
you have to shift while you are pedaling, 
and you move the lever slowly and feel 
the shift taking place. It 'is not something 
you do .suddenly, nor is it something that 
you do before you begin to ride. Although 
you move slowly from one gear to 
another, you do it in action and soon you 
can feel the difference. 

Likewise, in our speech, it may not 
show all at once; but being careful of our 
speech, moving slowly and carefully in 
what we say, means progress in building 
up and providing what is needed and 
does good to those who hear you. 

We need the power and the presence of 
thrl:JQly Spirit to be able to do this. Jesus 
has promised us his presence, and we will 
know his power if we yield ourselves to 
him instead of trying to do it all on our 
own. ~ 

, . 
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'19~6 Year Qf Ministl'Y, 
Pray daily for your mis'sion workers 

. " 

Extension ~tor 
Kevin Butle} 
Madison, Wisconsin 

, Missionary Pastor 
Steve Crouch 
Bay Area, CalHomia 

Extension Pastor . 
Juatln CIrnenga 
Portland, Oregon 

January 1986 
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February 1986 
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Extension Pastor 
Oscar Godoy 
Los CalHomia 

Extension Pastor 
George calhoun 
San Diego, CalHomia 

Extension Pastor 
Jobn Pen 
San Gabriel, California 

. \ 

(' 

April, 1981 
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1 2 ~ 4 5 
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Seventh Day Baptist Missionary SocIE 
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:xtension Pastor 
1111 Shoffner 
'ucson, Arizona . 

~, 

• ' 0 

July ,., 1986 ~ 
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August 1986 
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September 1986 
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Decade of· Disc~pleship' 
for Seventh Day Baptists 

Missionary Pastor 
BobW,tGht 
Blountville, Tennessee 

T.I.M.E. Project 
Rodney Henry 
U.S.A. 

'. 

October 1986 
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November 1986 . 
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,December 1986 
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Trust Bldg., Westerly, RI 02891 
" 
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Missionaries 
David • BIttle PeIrson 
Blantyre, Malawi, Africa 
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SCSC:A life-changing experience 

by Marilyn Merchant 

Dear Ones All, 
When I arrived in California and started 

keeping hous~ on my own, 1 discovered 
that my "fantastic nylon-geared can 
opener (the one I had purchased in-

, anticipation of not having. my electr'ic 
one) was still in a drawer in Michigan. 
After sawing my way around a coffee can 
with one of those old-fashioned kind, I. 
.saw an opener on sale and bought it at 
once. I ripped it from the carton just in 

. time to op~~tema.toes for my spaghetti' 
sauce a la Fatato I create every so often. 

After several attempts with the new 
opener, I muttered a few things about soft 

Life is so much simpler if we only read 
our instruction manual-the Bible

'before we go' forth to whatevet the day 
may bring. 

20 

butter, pulled the box from the trash and 
returned it thereto. Then I saw the 
illustrated directions. I had been holding 
the can opener vertically instead of 
horizontally. I chuckled as I recalled the 
compass I had purchased for our family 
car for my husband's birthday many 
years ago. He was convinced that the 
compass was no good, until he got out 
the instruction sheet which stated, 
'When all else fails,.read the 
instructions." 

That seems to be the way many of us 
conduct our Christian lives. Why? Life is 
so much simpler, there are so many less 
hassles, if we only read our instruction 
manual-the Bible-before we go forth to 
whatever the day may bring. 

I received a copy of the program 
booklet from Jeanne Yurke of Plainfield, 
New Jersey. They are planning to study 
the book of Mark. Preceding the program 

, 

,; 

" 

listing it is 'noted, "It is important to read 
the Scripture pass.age before the 
scheduled meeting so that the material 
can be covered and lively discussion can 
be encouraged." 
, I am),tire that you, along with me, have 

"sat in" on discussions where you were 
not as cognizant of the subject as yoti 
. desired to be-which leaves one either 
quiet, feeling left out, looking foolish, or 
all of the above. 

By now we are most desirous that you· 
are deeply into your year's programs and 
Bible studies. The first chapter of 
Proverbs has mU,ch to say about 
instruction and ~isdom. In fact, the entire 
book of Prover1:)s is a continuing referral 
to instruction: One thing.it points out 
more than once is that the foolish hate 
instruction. Oh, my-now if I just 
remember to read the instruction sheet 
first. 

What .better time to turn over a new 
leaf than the start of a brand-new year. 

This is the beginning of the 1986 ,., 
S.C.S.c. season, also. There have been 
some changes in their instructions, 
speaking of instruction sheets. Now hear 
this! 

Deadline for applications from youth-
3/t/86. 

Deadline for churches with project 
applications-3/15/86. 

The youth applications now require 
more recommendations and references 
from their home church. Projects are 
expected to be well-rounded, utilizing the 
training given these young people. They 
should include physical service, some 
calling along with camps and Bible 
schools. Be creative in developing your 
concept. It is most helpful to the training 
staff if you can send a copy of your theme 
material to be used in camp or Bible 
school with your project director. That 
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way, Bill Shobe can help the workers wh.o 
will be sent to you to develop creative 
concepts for sharing with your 
youngsters. 

Project directors from the reqpesting 
churches are expected to arrive ahead of 
the S.C.S.c. applicants" th~s getting a 
headstart (pun ~lly intended) a little 
before the general training sessions start. ' 
Everyone who has taken this project 
training, including pastors, speaks in 
glowing terms of the new insights they 
received. 
Even though Gerry VanDyke, the S.C.S.c. 
trai~g coordinator, is no longer living in 
Colatado, she has her staff all lined up 
and ready to go, eagerly anticipating a 

, 'great year of S.C.S.c. Rev. Gordon Lawton 
assured the. Board that Camp Paul 
Hummel is waiting the arrival of the first 
exubercfnt voices. 

During Conference sessions of 1985, 
Dorotha Shettel, president of the 
Women's Board, was invited to speak 
with several interest and interested 
groups of S.C.S.c. She told them that, at 
an approximate expenditure per worker 
of $600, the Board-and the women of the 
denomination as a whole-has a right to 
expect nothing less than total 
commitment to the program since they 
provide the 'funds. Those who apply are 
requested to "sell themselves" to the 
screening committee. They are expected 
to have made use of their God-given 
talents in some manner at their home 
church. 

Recently, one of the former S.C.S.C.'ers 
was ordained as a deaconess. In her 
statement of experience, she spoke in 
glowing terms of the part her S.C.S.c. 
training had had in her life and in 
sculpturing her life experiences to ready 
her for this momentous service to God. 

From past S.C.S.C'ers, '1t has helped 
me not to go with the crowd, but to be 
different because of Christ. It has helped 
me to face the reality of life and what is 

January 1986 

happening10day." From another who 
served in 1982, "I had no idea God would 
accomplish in my life what he did in the 
amount of time there was. That's just 
going to show God has no time ~chedule 
like we do." 

A .1981 member of the team said, "He 
has made me into a full-time Christian 
instead of just a Rart-time one. He has V 
shown me that I am special and I can tum 
to him and trust him with everything." 

Applications are already arriving, and 
we want more of both workers and 
projects. 

How much is it worth to you to be a 
pa,it of a life-changing experience for a . 
,young person? Daily, many of us pray to 
be a good witness of what our Lord has 
done for us. It takes many "mites" to keep 
this program going and growing. Take a 
good look at your society's treasury and 
decide whether the interest you gain from 
the bank is more important then the 
interest you gain from the lives of one of 
these young people. Don't stop there. 
Lots of you are not members of a 
women's group. If each of you would 
send what God inspires you to share, 
there would be nO.tWorries of meeting 
transportation, training, food and 
Cont. on page 31. 4 
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"sese has helped 
,me not to go with 
the crowd, but to 
be different 
because of Christ. /I 
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R~i9ionin,the News . 
..... 

pope to visit U.S. in ~ 987 
Roman Catholic officials have indicated that Pope John Paul II plans a vis,it to the United States in 

1987. An Ap'story quotes the Rev. Miles Riley, spokesman for the Archdiocese of San F~ancisco, as 
viewin\g the trip as "very hopeful." Riley said, 'We are in the pre-planning stage." 

In 1979 the,Pope visited eastern and mid-western cities. Catholic observers believe that the next 
visit will include the 'west coast, as well ,as southern U.S. cities. .S{ 

Methodist b:ishops urge nuclear test suspension 
, The Council of Bishops of the United Methodist Church, meeting in Wichita, Kansas, ~alled on 

President Reagan and Soviet leader Gorbachev to halt nuclear weapons testing for a period of one 
year. The 61 bishops urged that such a positive action would reduce tensions and improve the 
climate for future negotiations. . 

, '. The letters to Reagan and Gorbachev said that human and material resources should be turned 
from armament~ to the healing of human suffering. S{ 

Poll show~ doubt on church-state principle 
Alecent Media General-Associated Press Poll revealed that many Americans oppose the 

separation of church and state, and there is wide support for prayer in public schools.' . 
Seventy-four percent of those polled said that prayer in public schools does not violate the 

constitutional principle of church-state separation. However, 25 percent held that church-state 
separation is not a "good idea." Thirty percent of the Protestants polled were opposed to the 
consitutional principle. 

In October, the Senate Judiciary Committee voted for a proposed constitutional amendment that 
would allow silent prayer in public schools. If the proposal is approved by Congress, it would 

, require ratification by 38 states to reverse the Supreme Court position. S{ 

Benson heads Mormons 
" 

I Former U.S. Agriculture Secretary, Ezra Taft Benson, has succeeded Spencer W. Kimball as the 
13th prophet and president of the Mormon Church. Benson was installed as president by the 
Council of the Twelve Apostles at meetings in Salt Lake City. He is 86; Kimball was 90. 

Among the priorities for Mormons, Benson called for "preaching the Gospel and redeeming the 
dead." It is Mormon practice to baptize the living on behalf of those who have lived in previous 
generations. St 

Gallop Poll shows confidence in churches 
,-. . " 

, 
Among the key institutions of American society, it appe~rs that organized religion has been 

gaining in the "confidence factor." At least that is the findihg of a recent Gallop Poll. Two-thirds of 
those responding expressed considerable confidence in organized religion, and the level was up 
slightly from a poll one, year earlier. The lowest confidence ratings went t9,. organized labor, 
television, and big business. I -...... 

Rock recordings to get "explicit" labels 

A,t, '. 

The Recording Industry Association of America has agreed to a generic label, "Parental 
Guidance-Explicit LyriCS," to be placed on recordings which the industry regards as explicitly 
sexual. The labels are the result of congressional hearings before the Senate Commerce Committee, 
and a compromise to head off more restrictive proposals. St 
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A prayer reminder for each day!· 
\ ' 

February 1986 .1 

~ erse «:, the Month: ''You thererore~ beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on I~Uf guard lest being carried aWAY by the error of 
.pnncIpled men, you fall from your own steadfastness. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Sa vioiles us' thrist To 

HIm be the glory, both now and to tAe day of eternity Amen" \ . . . 2 Peter 3:17, 18 NAS 

Pray for: 
1. Baptist World Alliance Oay 
2. General Cound) mid-year meeting, SOB Center, Janesviiie, 

WI . 

3. Summer Christian Service Corp (SCSC) workers and 
projects in 1986 

4. Oavid and Bettie ,Pearson, our missionaries in Maiaw~ . 
Africa 

5. Rodney Henry and the first Training in Ministry pastors 
6. the SOB ministerial student I know best 
7. Pastor Charles Thomas and churches-Hebron, PA, and 

Little.,cenesee, NY . ' 
(, 

8. my pastor as he leads in worship and praise today 

.9. Tract Board meeting today 
to. Pastor Stephen Saunders and church, Richburg, NY 
11. ministry of L.S. Thanga in Chin Hills and Rangoon, Burma 
12. pastorless churches and raising up of new leadership-

Matthew 9:38 . 
13. my pastor 
14. Pastor Kenroy ~~~ckshank and the Hope SOB Church, 

North Hills, PA 
15. the ministry I, and my church, have to new people in our 

community 

16. a church which cannot afford a,full-time pastor 
17. Pastor Kent L. Martin and the Bell SOB Church, 

Salemville, PA , 
18. a young pastor and his family w'ho needs my prayers 
19. Pastor Bob O. Wright and the Upper, East TN SOB Church, 

Blountville, TN 
20. pastors and people in the South Affican SOB churches 
21. Pastor Oavid L. Taylor and the Lost Creek, WV, SOB -

Church 
22. a special Sabbath blessing for someone I know needs it 

23. a broken family in my church 
24. Pastor "Gene" Smith and the Adams Center, NY, SOB 

Church 
25. Secy. Prudence Robinson and 'pastors in the Jamaica SOB 

Conference 
26. a retired pastor or pastor's widow I know 
27. P~stor Herlitz Condison and the Toronto, Canada, SOB 

Church 
28. adequate giving to meet the Our World Mission goals for 

1986 . 

-------_._- r ----

Moving?' 
Please clip this change of address form and mail it to: 

Circulation Department 
The Sabbath Recorder 
P.<r.Box 1678 
Janesville. WI 53547 

New Address: 

Name: 

Street: 

Affix your 
old mailing label 

here 

City: __________ ..:....-_________ State: ____ Zip: __ _ 

- --------- -.- --- ---
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Foe'US 
" on 'missions today 

by Leon 13-. Lawton 

Construction 
underway~ 

Lilongwe 

Lilongwe, Malawi, Africa: The corresponding secretary of the Central Africa' 
Conference of SDB, Rev. AK. Harawa, wrote in mid-November, "Our Lilongwe project 
is on fire. The hou~e. has bee~ .started ~th a hope to be completed byt~e end of . 
December, God wIllmg. We might beg~~ phase 2 as we had arranged with the 
authorities if funds would be availabJe. We don't hesitate to pray for His blessings so 
that people wil1 give generously to meet the demand on our constructions." SR 

Atlanta church Atlanta, Georgia, USA: lanuary I, 1986, was a significant date in the history of the 
et . Atlanta Seventh Day Baptist Church. On that date, the church left the Missi~y 

~Xl S program .' Society Extension Pastor program and its 27 members will assume full responsibility 
" , 0 fot the 1986 budget of $40,000. Church members have been involved in door-to-door 

literature distribution that prepared for the November S.abbath renewal services and 
for sharing the Gospel with new contacts. Another way to help identification within 
the community is the suhstitution of the "Metropolitan Atlanta" section of the church 
name with another phrase. A decision was also made to suspend the bi-weekly Stone 
Mountain area meetings until sufficient new interest from that area is shown. SR 

New outboard Pomeroon River, Guyana, South America: Shipped in November, the new outboard 
motor to aid in ministry on this river and its tributaries by Pastor Rickford English was 
expected to go into use in late December or January. For over two years, following the 
complete breakdown of an old motor, it has been necessary to paddle or row, except 
when a motor could be hired (very expensive). The Conference camp is located near 
the Bona Ventura church, some milesofrom where the road ends at the river. One of the 
newest groups, at Manawarine, is on a creek off the river. SR 
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Florida 
fellowship 
• • lsgrowmg 

Translation 
is planned 

I 

Miami-West Palm Beach, Florida, USA: Ambassador William Vis is continuing his 
ministry as pastor in this area for a second winter. Attendance has increased, with new 
contacts and outreach into the larger southeast Florida area. Share the Joy, their 
publication, is being distributed to over 50 as part of their outreach program. Their 
secretary wrote, "We plan to become a church in 18 months. We are at the half-way 
point." Bibl~ studies are held both in Miami and West Palm Beach. SR 

Cebu City, The Philippines, Asia: A translation of the Guide to Bible Understanding 
lessons is planned by Pastor Eli C. Paypa, to b~ used in their outreach and study for 
new believers. He continues to lead the Pastor's Training Course (PTC), preparing and 
publishing books for their study. Five new fellowships were organized by the end of 
1985. A special seminar in Church Growth was also held in December in c6'rljunction 
with the PTC, with graduates aiding in the presentation: liThe main purpose of this 
joint seminar is to refresh in their mind what they had learned from the PTe and add 

~, 

something from the Church Growth Seminar part II. Thank you for your ardent 
prayers and support." SR 
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Thy I/'!ord IS oUght, -' , 

Board 'of C~ristian Educstio.n 

Sabbath School teacher of the year 
A Sabbath School teacher was heard 

answering a friend's question, "Why do 
you teach Sabbath 'School?" Her reply 
was, "I love teaching. I wouldn't be 
happy doing anything else." 

Frequently, we ao best what gives us 
the most enjoyment. Teachers of the" 
Gospel enjoy their teaching. They assist 

. and help bring something new into being. 
They invite, explain, and guide another in 
discovering God in their life ... 

The Sabbath Sthool teacher is engageq 
in thp--joy of leading others to develop a 
life of faith in God's promises. Each 
teacher 'is also involved in the process of 
personal growth. For in preparing to 
teach, the teacher has the greatest 
opportunity to learn. Teaching is the best 

, way to learn. It demands every ounce of 
concentration and all of our imagination. 

. \ 

The life of the church, its future, 
depends heavily upon the teaching 
leadership. People reach people. People 
touch people. Teachers inspire and 
produce a new generation of teachers. 
Deacon Ernest Bond, member of the 
Columbus, Ohio, church and former 
president of our General Conference 
(1974), noted that when the Sabbath 
School declines, the church decline 
follows in just a few years. 

I had the opportunity recently to ask 
the adult Sabbath School class of the 
Little Genesee, New York, church, 'Who 
influenced you the most in your religious 
life?" The replies were Sabbath School 
teachers, pastors and parents. The replies 
were specific. The individual was 
mentioned by name. It was a particular 
characteristic or quality tha~ was recalled: 
"She read to us." '1 always wanted to be 
like him." "She (or he) lived what they 
believed." 

Such is the influence of the Sabbath 
School teacher. The Sabbath School 
Committee of the Board of Christian 
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Education wishes'to honor each year at 
General Conference (beginning this year 
in Worcester, Massachusetts) a dedicated 
disciple of Christ who seeks to "prepare 
ye the way of the Lord." . 

Any member church (or branch church) 
of the General Conference may nominate 
one Sabbath School teacher (nursery 
through adult). The pastor andlor' . 
Sabbath School superintendent should 

The life of the chUrch, its future, 
depends heavily upon" the 
teaching.leaaership. 

, "' 

sign the letter of nomination. The letter of 
nomination should indude: name and 
address of the nominee; church 
membership; current Sabbath School 
teaching position; experience in teaching 
within the church; other service to the 
church; and biographical information. 

?election for this award shall be based 
on the following criteria: 

Teacher shall exhibit the qualities of 
faith and teaching found in the life and 
teachings of Christ. 

Teacher shall serve as a Sabbath School 
teacher. 

Teacher shall be a member of the 
nominating church. 

, 

r 
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Christmas in January 
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by ~elissa Snyder 
Wow! Here it is January already. A new 

year is ·beginning. The old has passed , 
away. . 

If you are like me, you ,are wondering 
where last year went. l'ime flie's w~ a 
person is busy. I am sure that throughout 
the holiday season, we all were busy with 
final exams, church programs, and gift 
shopping. Some of you just returned from 
Year End Youth Conference. What 
-excitement we have had!' 

But now it is January. Back to school. 
N'o holidays. The same old routine. Wait! 
This year, I am going to stay out of the 
January "blues." I challenge all of you to 
keep the excitement and fun of the 

Teen Commandments 
Sdbmitted by Angie Butts 

1. Don't let your parents down; 
they brought you up. 

2. Choose your companions with care; 
you become what they are. 

3. Be master of your habits 
or they w~» master you. 

4. Treasure your time, 
don't spend it; invest it. 

5. Stand for something 
or you'll fall for anything. 

6. Select only a date 
who would make a good mate. 

7. See what you can do for others; 
not what they can do for you. 

8. Guard your thoughts; 
. what you think, you are. 
9. Don't fill up on this world's crumbs; 

feed your soul on the Living Bread. 
to. Give your all to Christ; 

He gave His all for you. 

, 

Christmas season. Jesus just wasn't born 
and then disappeared. He kept growing, 
from a little baby to a boy, and then to 
manhood. What fun times it was for Mary 
and Joseph to watch Jesus playing with 
toys, learning to walk, and then to run. 

Jesus didn'fstop growing and we 
shouldn't either. As Christians, let us 
bring the excitement of Jesus' birth into 
our own lives. We need to grow, learn to 
walk, and then run in our relationship 
with God. 

Train yourself this new year to put 
away at least one habit that is ke~ping . 
you from that running relationship with 
God. Keep Christmas in January. S{ 

Youth Fellowship 
activities 

. by Laurie J. Allen 

The Alfred Station Youth Fellowship is 
once ag~in raising money to send 
ourselves to Conference and Pre-Con 
next year. Some parents seem a bit 
"overly anxious" to see that we do just 
that! Seriously, though, we have been 
given a great deal of support and 
encouragement from everyone in the 
church. 

So far, we have raked leaves, sold 
"uncalendars," had bake sales and craft 
sales, and are planning many more fund 
raisers throughout the coming year. 

We have many members anxiously 
awaiting the arrival of Pre-Con and 
Conference. For some, it will be their first 
time. 

I would like to express the YF's 
appreciation to our church people. We 
couldn't do it without you. gt 
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. Youth Ministry Encyclopedia, 
'" -

Book Review 
,Youth Ministry Encyclopedia 

by Lyman Coleman, Box 1012, Littleton, 
CO 80160. Serendipity House; 1985. 
$24.95, 238 'pp. 

Do you like catalogues? Well organized 
books,? Do you need a Youth Ministry 
idea book? Need ideas for group games 
(101), values clarification, Bible studies . 
and discussions (48)? Nee<tan outline for 
a one-day training session or a weekend 
retreat? If this £lts your situation, you will 
discover that Lyman Coleman's book will. 
be a great help. 

The basic assumptions behind the 
Serendipity Group Model are our 
endowment from God of his own 
potential, which is best realized through 
the community of Christ's followers, 
studying Scripture, and using the gifts 
God has given us for achieving wholeness 
in celebration and service. This book can 
be used whether you adopt their model' 
or not. 

Coleman's book is a library of 20 years 
of ideas developed while working with 
youth. You will discover a sample agenda 
for a youth meeting with all the 
essentials: food, fun, music, discussion 
and study for commitment. The games 
section covers crowd breakers, 
elimination games, outdoor and indoor 
games, team r~lays, scavenger hunts, 
contests, skits and more. 

One of the model's strengths is the 
section to increase communication. This 
might help your YF in looking "inside 
out." Seeing one's self clearer helps to" 
clear up the "fuzziness" in relationships 
with others. 

Youth Pre-Con campers at Camp 
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. Harley Sutton in 1983 (directed by Nelson 
and Amanda Snyder) are familiar with 
C;:oleman's Youth Bible Study programs. 
Purchase of this volume carries 
permission to photocopy if credit is given 
and the material is not altered or sold. 

This is a resource book of games, 
activities and programs. It is an action 
book for your Youth Ministry. If you wish 
to preview this book before purchase, you 
may borrow the copy from the Board of 
Christian Education office. ~ 

The Anvil-God's Word 

., 

Lost 8ve I passed beside a blacksmith's door, 
And heard the anVil f1ng the vesper chime; 

Then, looking In, I sow upon the floor 
. Old hammers, worn With beating ~ears of time 

... "u 

"How mon~ anVils have ~ou hod." sold I. 
"To wear and batter all these hammers so?" 

"Just one," SOld he. and then With tWinkling e~e, 
"The anVil wears the hammers ·out. ~ou know" 

And so. thought I, the anvil of God's Word, 
For ages skeptiC blows have beat upon. 

Yet. though the nOise of foiling blows was heard, 
The anvil IS unharmed-the hammers gone 

-- Author unknown 

.-----------------~-------------
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Rev. William Shoffner, the founding 
pastor of the Memphis, Tennessee, 
Seventh Day Baptist C~urch, began a ' 
new ministry in August 1985. ~s he was 
making the move, he sh~red some of his. 
'thoughts: -

The qate is August 19, 1985, and the 
Shoffner caravan is ab9ut to become a 
part of the exciting community of Tucson, 

. Arizona. The mind wanders as we pass 
the beautiful mountains surrounding the 
Tucson valley and begin to see the first of 
the majestic 40-foot tall Saguaro ~acti. 
They seem to stand guard as sentinels of 
the desert, surrounding another outpost 
where Seventh Day Baptists are making a 
stand for our God, the loving Creator of 
all that we now see about us. However, 
unlike Custer 6f the historic Seventh 
Cavalry, this is not to be a last stand, but 
another glorious beginning. 

As the thoughts continue to come, 
questions arise. Is this God's time and 
God's place for Seventh Day Baptists 
right now? For the Shoffner family, was 
Memphis a fluke or perhaps would the 
family be used effectively only once in 
that situation? Or, is our God truly all 
that he claims to be in changing lives 
(especially the Shoffners') and may he use 
these earthen vessels again for his glory? 

One must also question the purpose for 
Seventh Day Baptists in this area. Are we 
to repeat mistakes of the past which 
resulted in disastrous loss iii. membership 
and ungodly lack of evangelism? Will we 
find that, perhaps, we continue to fear the 
awesome, majestic power of God as he 
seeks to use small groups of believers and 
build them into mighty temples for his 
glory? Or maybe, just maybe, this will be 
one of those glorious times in church 
history. Perhaps this will be a time when 
a people gathered together are so seeking 
after God's presence and so hungry to do 
his bidding that, like the first century 
church and like the great victories won 
on the mission fields, the church here will 

/ 

The William Shoffner family. 

experience the tremendous power of God 
evidenced by faith-walking missionary 
endeavors and by the following of God's 
principles contrary to society's example. 

Could that power of God come down 
on Seventh Day Baptists today, especially 
in Tucson? The Shoffner family wonders 
and dreams. We have seen his glory as he 
saved our family. We have felt his mighty 
power through our simple ministries. We 
have known his love through a growing 
relationship with his Son and the 
presence of his precious Holy Spirit. Will 
we see him moving again, in Tucson? 

Only he knows, but my prayer is 
Ephesians 3:20, 21-"Now to Him who is 
able to do immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine, according to His power 
thaj--is at wor~ within us, to Him be glory 
in/the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, forever and 
ever! Amen." g{ 

The Sabbath Recorder 

. , ' , , . 

\ 

" . 

, , 

. Guidelines for a faith booth ministry 
by William Shoffner 

F or increased name 
recognition: 
a. Have a prominent sign, with the word 

"Baptist" clearly distinguished. It is 
surprising ~ow many people can 
think tKe sign says "Seventh Day 
Adventist." 

b. Stand in fhe booth and actively talk to. 
folks passing by, smiling and possibly 
asking such, questions as, "Have you 
ever heard of Seventh Day Baptists 
before?" Be prepared to explain the 
difference between SOB's and SDA's . 
Keep your cool. ., 

c. If the budget permits, possibly give out 
.\ pencils, fans; balloons, etc. with the 

church name, address and phone '> 
number on them. 

,d. Try an electronic question/answer 
,board. Rev. Don Sanford of Milton, 
Wisconsin, has the prototype for the 
one 4sed in Memphis. 

For many names and 
addresses to contact: 
a. Have people sign up for the free "Guide 

to Bible Understanding" Bible study. 
b. Possibly have a drawing for a free Bible, 

concordance, etc. 

To concentrate on leading 
people to Jesus: 
a. Have a friendly, uncluttered, non

threatening booth with several chairs 
for people who come in to sit. 

b. Try to ascertain each person's need and 
begin to minister where they are. 

c. Have a good variety of salvation tracts 
available. If someone accepts Christ, 
you might have a New Testament to 
give them but, most importantly, get 
their name and address and follow 
up. They will need to be nurtured. 

Other suggestions: 
a. Offer free ice water. This is especially 

appreciated if the weather is hot. 
b. If permitted,.-someone could play the 

guitar and sing. 
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c. Keep the Booth manned at all time~. I if , 
possible. '. 

d. Have a prayer and training time be ore 
the fair starts for all those who plan to 
work. It would be good to practice' 
possible questions visitors might ask 
and be sure,all workers have a basic 
understanding of our statement of 
beliefs. It is especially important for 
workers to know how to share Chriat 
(Evangelism ~xplosion is one good 
method) and be able to discuss the 
Sabbath. The tract "God's Holy Day" 
-is excellent for study. g{ 

Adams tenter church 
licenses lay pastor 

Q. Eugene Smith of Clarksburg, West 
Virginia, has been licensed as a lay pastor 
by the Adams Center, New York, Seventh 
Day Baptist Church. 

Smith and his two daughters, Debbie 
and Angie, were temporarily housed in a 
trailer but have since moved into a mobile 
home secured by the church. 

Rev. Leon Maltby conducted the 
installation service at the church, which 
included messages from Rev. Helen 
Green and Rev. Russell Johnson, both 
representing Association sister churches 
Smith preached the morning sermon for 
the fall Association meeting at Verona, 
New York, and attended the fall retreat. 

Besides preaching at Sabbath services 
at Adams Center, Smith is teaching 
Sabbath School and leading Bible study 
on Wednesday evenings. He is in his 
office at the church every morning and 
spends time in the evening visiting and 
calling on people in the community, 
inviting new contacts to the Fellowship 
Dinner held at the church once each 
month. He also is circulating a brochure 
in nearby areas. 

The Adams Center Seventh Day Baptist 
Church is thankful to have a leader, and 
its parishioners hope they may be helpful 
to him in building up the church. g{ 
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> A moving experience 
" . . , . 
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Rev. William Shoffner, the founding ) 
pastor of the Memphis, Tennessee, 
Seventh Day Baptist Church, began a 
new ministry in August 1985. As he was 
making the move, he shared some df his 
thoughts: 

The date.is August 1.21 1985, and the 
Shoffner caravan is abojto become a 
part of,the exciting com unity of Tucson, 
Arizona. The mind wand rs as we pass 
the beautiful mount~ins surrounding the 
Tucson valley and begin to see the fi~.?t of . 
the majestic 40-foot tall Saguaro cacti. 
They seem to stand guard.as sentinels of 
the desert, surrounding another outpost 
where Seventh Day Baptists are making a 
stand for our God, the loving Creator of 
all that we now see about us. However" ' . 
unlike Custer of the historic Seventh 
Cavalry, this is not to be a last stand, but 
another glorious beginning. 

As the thoughts continue to come, 
questions arise. Is this God's time and 
God's place for Seventh Day Baptists The William Shoffner family, 

right now? For the Shoffner family, was 
M.emphis a fluke or perhaps would the experience the tremendous power'of God 
family be used effectively only once in '. evidenced by faith-walking missionary 
that situation? Or, is our God truly all endeavors and by the following of God's 
th<lt he claims to be in changiQg lives .Iprinciples contrary to society's example. 
(especially the Shoffners') and may he use Could that power of God come down 
these earthen. vessels again for his glory? on Seventh Day Baptists today, especially 

One must also question the purpose for in Tucson? The Shoffner family wonders 
Seventh Day Baptists in this area. Are we and dreams. We have seen his glory as he 
to repeat mistakes of the past which saved our family. We have felt his mighty 
resulted in disastrous loss in membership power through our simple ministries. We 
and ungodly lack of evangelism? Will we have known his love through a growing 
find that, perhaps, we continue to fear the relationship with his Son and the 
aweson1l', majestic power of God as he presence of his precious Holy Spirit. Will 
sl'eks to use small groups of believers and we see him moving again, in Tucson? 
build tl1l'm into mighty temples for his Only he knows, but my prayer is 
glory? Or maybe, just maybe, this will be Ephesians 3:20, 21-"Now to Him who is 
one of those glorious t~mes in church able to do immeasurably more than all we 
history. Perhaps this will be a time when ask or imagine, according to His power 
a peopll' gathered together are so seekihg that is at work within us, to Him be glory 
aftl'r-God's presence and so hungry to do in the church and in Christ Jesus 
his bidding that, like the first century . throughout all generations, forever and 
church and likl' the great victories won ever! Amen." ~ 
on till' mission fidds, thl' church here will 

.~. 
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Guidelines for a fa~thb~oth ministry 
. '. . . 

. b~illiam Shoffner 

For increasedrlame 
recognition: 
a. Have a prominent sign, with the word 

"B~ptist" clearly distinguished, It is 
surprising how many people can 
think the sign says "Seventh Day 
Adventist." 

b\ Stapd in the booth and actively talk to 
"--~lks passing by, smiling and possibly 

asking such questions as, "Have you 
ever heard of Seventh Day Baptists 
before?" Be prepared to explain the 
difference between SOB's and SDA'~. 
Keep your cool. 

c: If the budget permits, possibly give out 
pencils, fans, balloons, etc. with the 
church name, address'l~md phone 
number on them. 

d. Try an electronic 'question/answer 
board. Rev. Don Sanford of Milton, 

. Wisconsin, has the prototype for the 
one used in Memphis. 

For many names and 
addresses to contact: 
a. Have people sign up for the free "Guide 

to Bible Understanding" Bible study. 
b. Ppssibly have a drawing for a free Bible, 

concordance, etc. 

To concentrate on leading 
people to Jesus: 
a. Have a friendly, uncluttered, non

threatening booth with several chairs 
for people who come in to sit. 

b. Try to ascertain each person's need and 
begin to minister where they are. 

c. Have a good variety of salvation tracts 
available. If someone accepts Christ, 
you might have a New Testament to 
give them but, most importantly, get 
their name and address and follow 
up. They will need to be nurtured. 

Other suggestions: 
a. Offer free ice water. This is especially 

appreciated if the weather is hot. 
b. If permitted, someone could play the 

guitar and sing. 
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C" Keep the booth manned at all times,if 
possible. , 

d. Have a prayer and training time before 
the fair starts for all those who plan to ' 
work. It would be good to practice 
possible questions visitors might ask 
and be sur{;' all workers have a basic 
understanding of our statement of 
beliefs. It is especially important for 
workers to know how to share Christ ! 
(Evangelism Explosion is one good~/! 
method) and be a'ble to discuss the 
Sabbath. The tract "God's Holy Day" 
is excellent for study. ~ 

Adams Center church 
,licenses lay pastor 

Q. Eugene Smith of Clarksburg, West 
Virginia, has been licensed as a lay pastor 
by the Adams Center, New York, Seventh 
Day Baptist Church. 

Smith and his two daughters, Debbie 
and Angie, were temporarily housed in a 
trailer but have since moved into a mobile 
home secured by the church. 

Rev. Leon Maltby'Conducted the 
installation service at the church, which .. 
included messages from Rev. Helen 
Green and 'Rev. Russell Johnson, both 
representing Association sister churches 
Smith preached the morning sermon for 
the fall Association meeting at Verona, 
New York, and attended the fall retreat. 

Besides preaching at Sabbath services 
at Adams Center, Smith is teaching 
Sabbath School and leading Bible study 
on Wednesday evenings. He is in his 
office at the church every morning and 
spends time in the evening visiting and 
calling on people in the community, 
inviting new contacts to the Fellowship 
Dinner held at the church once each 
month. He also is circulating a brochure 
in nearby areas. 

The Adams Center Seventh Day Baptist 
Church is thankful to have a leader, and 
its parishioners hope they may be helpful 
to him in building up the church. ~ 
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insurance costs. This would allow the 
staff to put their full energies to the 
training of these possible future past'ors, 
missionaries and layworkers. Think what 
a fantastic year 1986 will be if you can 
look back and say, '1 helped 
train (t for God's service." Mrs, 
Darlene PeiJ, treasurer of the Women's 
Board, will welcome your contributions. , 
Her address is: 1554 Chickasaw Ave.; Los 
Angeles, CA 90041 

It is no! too early to start thinking of 
nominations for the Robe of Achieve-ment 
1986, It need not be one of your own 
members, but some l~y who you feel has 
done an outstanding service at home as 
well as for her church and denomination. 
These, as before, go to Mrs. Jean Lewis, 
5060 Sierra St., Riverside, CA 92504. Ne~t 
month, I will share with you the 1985 
recipient's beautiful letter of thanks. 

Just a note of interest to those of you 
who were part of the 1984 or 1985 
Women's Interest committees at 
Conference. As you requested, A Guide 
for Forming Women's Groups in Your 
Church is ready to go to press. I hope it 
will be of service to you. If you do not 
wish to wait for Conference 1986 to pick 
up a copy, we will.mail you one at your 
request. 

I pray that Jesus, in the coming year, 
will show you the way to new and special 
blessings such as you have never 
experienced, and that you' will find a way 
to pass them on. 

Love you, 

January 1986 
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Medical work afT'homas' ':., 
continues growth and change 

" 

, 'The Thoma's area,:about 25 
miles out of Cholo, is the most 

, remQte area where medical' 
. work is carried on, by the 

Central Africa Conference of 
Seventh Day Baptists. In-an 
area of great need, it has been 

. almost impossible during the 
rainy season to take even a 

PI 

; 

four-wheel-drive vehicle in and 
out. Missionaries and workers 
have faced much difficulty 
through the years. 

(Above, Left) Housing for the 
medical staff at ThomlJs has 
been a vital need for some ' 
years and was helped in 1985 
with construction of three 
new units. These staff 
houses, shown here about 
mid-year, are made with 
bricks fired on site and will 
aid greatly in keeping a 
trained staff in such a remote 
area. 
(Left) The staff at Thomas 
Health Centre with Mrs. 
Msowoya (second from left), 
the Private Hospital 
Association of Malawi 
WHAM} consultant for 
nurses and midwives, as she 
visited Thomas. 

In 1985, improvements were made to the road, as the above picture shows. Not all are 
this nice but, as missionary David Pearson captioned the picture, "New road Just It'aving 
Thom.1S, Isn " it great ?If" .. 
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'Ambassadors for Cbr'ist 
, \ 
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The ~bassador program' is designed When all ambassador'is already 
to encourage our people to recognize and travelling to the area ~~!:wre service might 
set apart as ambassadors those persons be giveh, then orily board and room 
with specific talents whom they will . would be assumed by the host groop 
prayerfully send on a Christian mission to while the ambassador was, in thEfir 
go as their representa~ives in helping J serVIce. 
reconcile others to God. The Missionary Society contin,ues to 

A folder giving information and s~ek ambassadors to serve in new areas 
guidelines was mailed to each SeVenth where leadership is needed in small 
Day Baptist home in December. This groups or branch churches. For .; 
included an Ambassador Enrollment form information, write the MissioI)ary Board 

. for church, association of board use in office in Westerly, Rhode Island 02891. 
appointing ambassadors. The? scope of the Ambassador Program 

Some of those appointed by the \ can be as comprehensive and extensive as 
Missionary Society are presently serving the command of our Lord when he said, , 
in specidl projects: , "<So into all the world ... And be witnesses. 

-Pastor and Mrs. Leland Bond with unto me both in Jerusalem (at home); in 
the Christian Seventh Day Baptist Church Judea (associations); Samaria 
at Okeechobee, Florida, a branch of the (denomination-wide); and thj uttermost 
Daytona Beach, Florida, chyrch. part of the world" (World Federation).-

-Pastor William Vis serving the Miami, Acts 1:8 

Florida, Seventh Day Baptist Branch (Note: additional folders, with the Ambassador 
Church (of Daytona Beach). Enrollment form, are availabie from the General 

-Rev. John A. Conrod in his New Conference office, Janesville, Wisconsin, or the 
Covenant Ministries, Lakewood, Missionary Bpard office,) til 

Colorado, offering Chri~tian computer '\ 
programs, bookkeeping and audit Attend Conference '86 
procedures, and special service minishies 
to local churches (as can be arranged). 

Each church could appoint a member of 
its group whom it would recommend to 
other churches to use in some special 
area. (Specify the area of most 
effectiveness.) These people should have 
a dynamic and abiding faith in Jesus 
Christ as personal Savior and Lord, in the 
validity of the Bible, and in God as a 
loving father. Examples are given in the 
folder, along with suggestions, on how an 
Association-as well as the General 
Conference or Boards-might become 
personally involved. 

After being listed in the General 
Conference office, ambassadors could be 
engaged-for the special help they had to 
offer-by mutual agreement between the 
church, association, or Conference, and 
the individual ambassador. No 
remuneration for services should be 
expected unless agreed upon by those 
involved. Transportation, board and room 
would normally be assumed by the group 
receiving ambassadoriall~adership. 

Conference takes on a worldwide 
emphasis as Seventh Day Baptists around 
the world make plans to attend the 
annual gathering scheduled for August of 
this year in Worcester, Massachusetts. 

If you have been thinking of not 
attending conference this summer, you 
should think about it again. The World 
Federation of Seventh Day Baptists will 
be meeting in the United States August 
6th through the 9th, and we can look 
forward to fellowshipping with our 
brothers and sisters in Christ from around 
the world during conference. 

It is not at every conference that we 
have this opportunity. Past sessions of 
the World Federation were held in 1971 
and 1978. Representatives from the 16-
member conference will be attending the 
federation meetings, as well as our annual 
conference sessions and the Post
Conference Student Retreat. 

We would encourage you to be sure to 
be at Conference '86 in Worcester, August 
10-16. ~ 
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T.I.M.E. is right ontinie 
.' " . 

.' , 

Through Training In Ministiy~nd 
Extension (T.l.M.E.), Seventh Day aaptists 
are reaching into the future by taking 
advantage of today's opportunities. 
Today's opportunities are presented to us 
in many ways. There are many families 
and small groups who want to become ' 
Seventh Day Baptist churches. Training 
In Extension will bring training resources 
to these extension settings with a goal to 
helping them develop into fully , 
recognized Seventh Day Baptist churc~. s. 

Training In Ministry also sees growt . 
opportilnities in providing theological 
training for our church pastors who have"" . 
not had the benefit of seminary 
education. These pastors are not in a 
position to go for formal theological 
training" so Training In Ministry will bring' 
theological training to them. 

The de~elopment of the T.l.M.E. project 
is moving "right on time." We have ~ 
developed a training philosophy for th~ 
overall T.1M.E. project. Through this, we 
will understand the educational 
foundation upon which the project is 
built. The details of the training mod ule 
have also been worked out, which include 
both scheduling and accountability. 

Recruitment for both Training In 
Ministry and Training In Extension has 
already begun. For Training In Ministry, 
we have sent out questionnaires to 
prospective trainees which will help to 
develop the curriculum based on their felt 
training needs. Recruitment for Training 
In Extension has already begun in 
southern California. In February, we will 

I be examining more T.l.M.E. training 
I opportunities in other parts of the 

country. 
On December 5 and 6, your 

Coordinating Leadership Team met to 
discuss the first Catalyst Paper, II An 
Emerging Model of the Church." This was 
an exciting time of study, reflection, and 
evaluation. We must be planting new 
churches and preparing our existing 
churches for ministries in the 21st 
century. This catalyst paper will be the 
focus for discussions at the Area Pastors 

January 1986 
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WorkshC?ps held in Riverside, California) 
(March 18~20); in Milton, Wiscon~n (April 
8-10); and In Verona, New York (April 
15-17). 

.' 

Training In Ministry is scheduled to 
start on February 3, 1986, while Training 
In Extension will begin on May 19, 1986. A 

.. great deal needs to be done to meet these 
deadlines. Pray for these training projects 
ahd for the Project Dire,ctor, Rod Henry. 

~ 

) ~ 

'.: " 
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..' .......... 

.' . 
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The Ambassador program is designed 
to encourage our people to recogni,ze and, 
set' apart as ambassadors those persons 
with specific talents whom they will . 
prayetfully send on a Christian mission to 
go as their representatives in helping 
reconcile others to God. 

A folder giving information and 
guitlelines was mailed to each S,eventh 
Day Baptist home in December. This 
inCluded an Ambassador Enrollment form 
for church, association or board use in 
appointing ambassadors. 

Soqte of those appointed by the ' 
Missionary Society are presently serving 
in special projects: 

-Pastor and Mrs. Leland Bond with 
the Christian Seventh Day Baptist Church 
at Okeechobee, Florida, a branch of the 
Daytona Beach, Florida, church. 

-Pastor William Vis serving the Miami, 
Florida, Seventh Day Baptist Branch 
Church'(of Daytona Beach}. 

-Rev. John A. Conrod in his New 
Covenant Ministries, Lakewood, 
Colorado, offering Christian computer 
programs, bookkeeping and audit 
procedures, and spe~ial service ministries 
to local churches (as can be arranged). 

Each church could appoint a member of 
its group whom it would. !ecommend to 
other churches to use in some special 
area. (Specify the area of most 
effectiveness.) These people should have 
a dynamic and abiding faith in Jesus 
Christ as personal Savior and Lord, in the 
validity of the Bible, and in God as a 
loving father. Examples are given in the 
folder, along with suggestions, on how an 
Association-as well as the General 
Conference or Boards-might become 
personally involved. 

After'being listed In the General 
Conference office, ambassadors could be 
engaged-for the special help they had to 
offer-by mutual agreement between the 
church, association, or Conference, and 
the individual ambassador. No 
remuneration for services should be 
expected unless agreed upon by those 
involved. Transportation, board and room 
would normally be assumed by the group 
receiving ambassadorial leadership. 

. . 
When an ambassador is already, 

travelling to the area where service might 
be given, then only board and room 
woul~, be assumed by the host group 
while the ambassador w.as in their 
servICe. 

The Mi"ssionary Society continues to 
seek ambassadors to serve in new areas 
where leadership is needed in small 
groups or branch churches. For 
information, write the Missionary Board 
office in Westerly, Rhode Island 02891. 

The scope of the AI!lbassador Program 
can be as comprehensive and extensive as 
the command of our Lord when he said, 
"Go into all the world ... And be witnesses 
unto llW both in Jerusalem (at home); in 
Judea (associations); Samaria , 
(denomination-wide); and the uttermost 

• part of the world" (WoridJederation}.-, 
Acts 1:8 

(Note: additional folders, with the Ambassador 
Enrollment form, are available from the General 
Conference office, Janesville, Wisconsin, or the 
Missionary Board office.) !ll 

Attend Conference"86 
Conference takes oil a worldwide 

emphasis as Seventh Day Baptists around 
the world make plans to attend the 
annual gathering scheduled for August of 
this year in Worcester, Massachusetts. 

If you have been thinking of not 
attending conference this summer, you 
should think about it again. The World 
F~deration of Seventh Day Baptists will 
be meeting in the United States August 
6th through the 9th, and we can look 
forward to fellowshipping with our 
brothers and sisters in Christ from around 
the world during conference. 

It is not at every conference that we 
have this opportunity. Past sessions of 
the World Federation were held in 1971 
and 1978. Representatives from the 16-
member conference will be attending the 
federation meetings, as well as our annual 
conference sessions and the Post
Conference Student Retreat. 

We would encourage you to be sure to 
be at Conference '86 in Worcester, August 
10-16. ~ 
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T.LM.E. is right on time 

\.~ Through Training In Ministry and ,Workshops ht:'ld in Ri<versidt1 , California " 
I Extension (T.l.M,E.), Seventh' Day Baptists . (March 18-20); in Milton,:VVisconsin (April 
~~ are reaching into the future by taking H-lO); and in Verona, New York (April 

advantage of today's opportunities. 15-17). 
Today's opportunities are presented to us Training In Ministry is scheduled-to 
in many ways. There are many families start on February 3, 19H6, while Trainin~'--~ 
and small groups who want to become In Extension will begin on May 1·9, 1986. A ...J 

Seventh Day Baptist\churches. Training great deal needs to be dam' to 111t'et these 
In Extension will bri¢g tra}ning resources deadlines. Pray for these training projects 
to these extension settings with a goal to and for the Project Director, Rod Hl'nry, 
.helpin~ them develop into fully , f ' ' ~ 
recogmzed Seventh Day Baptist churches. 

Training.In Ministry also sees growth 
opportunities in providing theological 
traiRing for our church pastors who have 

.. not had the benefit of seminary' 
education. These pastors are not in a . 
position to go for formal theological 

J training, so 1:raining In Ministry will bring 
theological training to them. 

The development of the T.I.M.E. project 
is moving "right on time." We have 
developed a training philosophy for the 
overall T.I.M.E. project. Through this, we 
will understand the educational 
foundation upon which the project is 
built. The details of the training module 
have also been worked out, which include 
both scheduling and accountability. 

S'antaBarbara branch church 
.~~p()rts relocation 

" " " .' ", . 

Recruitment for both Training In 
Ministry and Training In Extension has 
already begun. For Training In Ministry, 
we have sent out questionnaires to 
prospective trainees which will help us to 
develop the curriculum based on their felt 
training needs. Recruitment for Training 
In Extension has already begun in 
southern California. In February, we will 
be examining more T1M.E. training 
opportunities in other parts of the 
country. 

On December 5 and 6, your 
Coordinating Leadership Team met to 
discuss the first Catalyst Paper, "An 
Emerging Model of the Church." This was 
an exciting time of study, reflection, and 
evaluation. We must be planting new 
churches and preparing our existing 
church~s for ministries in the 21st 
century. This catalyst paper will be the 
focus for discussions at the Area Pastors 
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,.F~~Il\ t.he Los An~el~s,<:aUf()!nia, SOB Church Messenger. " 

On Sabbath, November 9, 1985, Santa 
Barbara, California, Seventh Day Baptists 
began meeting in a·new location, 1905 ' 
Chapala St., the chapel of the First 
Church of Christ (Disciples), with Sabbath 
School at 10 a.m. and the worship service 
at 11 a.m. each Sabbath. 

Our Los Angeles church, the new 
. branch church's "mother," is going to 
,furrli~hSanta Barbara wit~ Sabbath 
, mommgspeakers for awhile, as theyget 
started with regular w~rship services. On 
Sabbath,Novetnber 16, Pastor Duane 
Davis spoke.' 
, Officers for the )lew branch church 

organization were elected November 2, 
1985, as follows: Public Awareness-Pam 
Williams; Community Welfare-Bertha 
and Frank Wittlif, Head Usher-Ross 
Pintaudi; Host~ss-Louise Ruckle; Church 
Clerkand Historian-Venita and John 
Soper; Treasurer-Debby and Ralph 
Remick. 

.-

The Los An8eles 
church is 80in8 
to furnish Santa 
Barbara with 
Sabbath 

• momm8 
speakers for 
awhile. 
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For wha·t is iife? 
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Tome it is 
Christ. 

Death, then, 
will bring 

more. 

PhHippian.s 1:21 TEV 
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Bond.-Agnes Kenyon Clarke Bond' was born 
October 26, 1886, in Alfred, New York, the 

. third daughter of Alpheus B. and Mary 
Veola Babcock Kenyon. She <;lied October 
7,1985, in the Wellsville Highland Nursing 

1 . Home, Wellsville, New York. 
She was a graduate in 1909 of Alfred Univer

sity, and also studied at Columbia University in 
New York City and the University of Colorado 
in Boulder. She taught language in the Liberal 
Arts College of Alfred· from 1911-1913 and, after 
her husband's death in 1919, she taught home 
ecof}omics in the School of Agriculture. She also 
~aught home economics in the former Alfred 
High School until 1940, when she retir~d. 

She joined the Alfred Seventh Day Baptist 
Church in early youth an"Cf"DeCame a deaconess 
as the crown of her many years of active Chris
tian selflessness. She served in several capacities 
in church, Women's Society and Sabbath School, 
as well as the national Board of Christian Educa
tion, the Alfred Area Church Women United 
and numerous civic activities. The national SOB 
Women's Society awarded her the "Robe of 
Achievement" in 1978. 

Mrs. Bond was a member of the Forsythe Will
son Club, Wee Playhouse, Alfred University 
Women's Club, Foster Lake Clut, and others. 
She held offices in the Alfred University Alumni 
Association and was active in iis affairs for man y 
years. 

From 1913 to 1919, she enjoyed life with her 
husband, Ford S. Clarke, the father of her three 
children. He died in 1919. Their oldest child, 
Roberta, died at age 24 in 1939. From 1940-1958, 
she was married to the Rev. Dr. Ahva J.e. Bond 
and became the beloved stepmother of six Bond 
daughters. Dean Bond died in 1958. 

Mrs. Bond is survived by two sons, F. Kenyon 
Clarke of Chalfont, Pennsylvania, and David S. 
Clarke of Alfred; and by four stepdaughters, Eliz
abeth Pearcy of Salem, West Virginia, Mary 
Lewis of Bradford, Rhode Island, WHna Wilson 
of Westerly, Rhode Island, and Ahvagene Clarke 
of Chalfont. Also surviving are 23 grandchildren 
(two others died earlier); 51 great-grandchildren, 
and five great--great-grandchildren, no distinc
tion of "step relations" being significant to 
either family. 

A memorial service on October 26, 1985, in the 
Alfred Seventh Day Baptist Church celebrated 
her almost 99 full years. Friends and family were 
invited to share memories of her at that time, 
an~ a reception in the Parish House after the 
worship permitted friends to greet the family. 
Her ashes were buried in the Alfred Rural Ceme
tery beside her husband, Ford Clarke, and her 
daughter, Roberta. Memorial gifts may be given 
to the Alfred Seventh Day Baptist Church or to 
other causes of the donor's choice. 

) 

• 

( 

. . 

Stacey.-Thomas Stacey was born in'Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, on April 14, 1902, and 
died August 16, 1985, in El Paso, Texas, at 
the age of-83 years. 

Tom lived and worked in Grand Rapids until 
1956, when he came toWhite Cloud, Michigan, 
to work for a local industrial plant. He and his 
wife, Hilda, had a home on Diamond Lake near 
town. 

Through some neighbors, members of fhe 
White Clou.a Seventh Day Baptist Church, Hilda 
participated in the Ladies Aid Society. Several' 
years ago, both joined the church and were 
faithful members. 

After the death of Mrs. Stacey, Tom continued 
to live at the lake until failing health made it 
necessary to give up the home and live with his 
children in Grand Rapids and Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. 

He is survived by two sons, Thomas Jr. of 
Weaverville, California, and William of Albu
querque; a daughter, Lorraine Trimpe, and a 
sister, Elsie Blackburn, both of Grand Rapids; 
eight grandchildren and 15 great-grandchildren. 

Graveside services were held August 21, 1985, 
at Chapel Hill Memorial Gardens with the Rev. 
Phillip Reikow of South Congregational Church, 
officiating. OWB . 

Sutton.-Francis Orland Sutton, 75, died Sep
tember 16, 1985, at his home near Trenton, 
Georgia, after several years of declining 
health. Born in Berea, West Virginia, he 
established his home in the Sand Moun
tain area of Alabama and Georgia. There 
he worked as i carpenter, gardener and 
farmer for many years. In 1974, he retired 
after more than 20 years of employment 
with the Simco Leather Company. 

Orland was known by all for his great sense of 
humor and concern for others. He and his family 
were faithful members of the Paint Rock, Ala
bama, Seventh Day Baptist Church. In 1954, 
Orland was ordained to the deaconate of that 
church and served actively as long as his health 
permitted. 

Orland was preceded in death by his first 
wife, Edna Ruth. He is survived by two daugh
ters, Charlotte and Carolyn; five sons, James, 
Daniel, Richard, Robert and Howard; 14 grand
children; one great-grandson; and his wife, 
Janice, of Berea. 

Funeral services were held September 18, 
19115, in Trenton with Rev. William Shobe offi
ciating. Interment was at the Brown Gap Ceme
tery, Trenton. WS 
C(lll t. Oil IMgt' 35. 
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Green-Turcotte.-Edwin Green and Jean F. 
Turcotte were united in marriage at the 
chapel of the Milton Seventh Day Baptist 
Church on Oct. 26, 1985. The ceremony was 
performed by R~v. Earl Cruzan. 

Meyer-Bottoms.-Jane Bottoms and Herbert 
Meyer of Arvada, Colorado, were united in 
marriage at the Denver Seventh Day Baptist 

Cummings.-A son, Douglas Barrick Cummings, 
. was born to Barry and Greta Cummings of 

Sherrill, New York, on October 4, 1985. 

Obituaries 
Cont. from page 34. 

Bauersfeld.-Eithella Bauersfeld Wd~ born 
in Cincinnati, Ohio, on July 6, 1902, and 
died in Glendale, California, on October 
22, 1985. 

Eithella became a member of the Los Angeles 
Seventh Day Baptist Church by baptism on 
March 21, 1954, after accepting the Sabbath. She 
made her career as a radio telephone operator 
for the Los Angeles Police Department and 
worked as a secretary for several churches, 
including her own. She was a faithful and dedi
cated member for over 30 years, serving also as a 
teacher, playing the piano, and with the Rasa 
Palmborg Missionary Society. She was very 
active in the Highland Park district of Los 
Angeles in community affairs. 

Surviving are one brother, Karl Bauersfeld of 
San Bernardino, California; and two nephews. 

Funeral services and burial were in Cincinnati. 
DLD 

Ingraham.-Weldon Ingraham of North 
Loup, Nebraska, died November 3, 1985, 
at the age of 62. He was born August 15, 
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Church on November 2, 1985, by the Rev. 
John D. Bevis and the Rev. Keith Prekker of 
King of Glory Lutheran Church. 

Sipin-Rivera.-Edgardo "Eddie" Sipin and Edna 
Rivera, both of Carson, California, were uni
ted in marriage at the Seventh Day Baptist 
Church of Los Angeles, California, by the 
Rev. Shinsei Hokama on November 3, 1985. 

Park.-A son, Jonas Warner Park, was born to 
Jerry. and Wendy (Warner) Park of Verona, 
New York, on October 9, 1985. 

1923, in North Loup, the son of John N. 
and Hazel (Van Horn) Ingraham. 

Mr. Ingraham was a farmer. With the excep
tion of his service in the Philippines with the 
United States Army in 1946-1947, he was a 
farmer all his life. Although he worked at other 
jobs yor the North Loup Cheese factory, the 
Blevtns Pop Corn Company, and with his uncle, 
Sheldon Van Horn, in a fertilizer business), farm
ing was his first love. He was well respected by 
all as an honest and hardworking friend and 
neighbor. In July of 1985, he made profession of 
Jesus Christ as Savior through baptism, and 
joined the North Loup Seventh Day Baptist 
Church. 

He is survived by his wife, Dorothy; two sons, 
Nolan Hatcher of Gibbon, Nebraska, and Eldon 
Ingraham of Holdrege, Nebraska; and by several 
grandchildren. 

Funeral services were conducted by his pas
tor, Rev. Ken Burdick, at the North Loup Sev
enth Day Baptist.Church on November 5, 1985. 
Interment was at the cemetery at North Loup. 
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Denver, Colorado 
John D. Bevis, Pastor 

Joined after Testimony 
James Barton 

I Belinda Barton 
Karen Barton. 
Jennifer Barton 
Joann Berry 
Kelly Ingram 
Merrilyn Ingram 

Joined after .Baptism 
. Stacy Wagoner 
Sylvia Wagoner 

Lakeside City, Texas 
W.L. Sharon, Pastor 

Joined after Testimony 
Sonny Cagle 

Los Angeles, California 
Duane L. D,)vis, Pastor 

Joined after Testimony 
Eleazar "Leo" Dela Cruz 

, 
Verona, New York 
Russell Johnson, Pastor 

Joined by Letter 
Pastor Helen Ruth Green 

Westerly, Rhode Island 
Dale E. Rood, Pastor 

Joined by Letter 
John Cimalore 
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Discover how to have a firm foundation for ~our ne. Join' sese for.the summer of 

1986. Applicotions a(e now being token for workers and projects. There is 0 place 
, . r-

for ~ou in sese. . ~: r~ ~ 
0. i 0' 0.1 

Application Deadline for WOlke,s: March I. 1986 

Applicotion Deadline for Projects: March 15. 1986 

T raining Dotes: Workers, June 20~29: PrOject Directors, June 18-23 

Project Dates: Jul~ I through August 3 

Worker and prOject appilcallofls are available b~ writing to 

Mrs Chris DaVIS, SCSC choirmon 
3740 Ulla Lane 
l_ok~) 1:15Inore, CA 92330 

Tho Summor Christian S8rVI(C) Corp IS sponsored b~ the Women's Board 01 the Seventh Da~ Baptist General 
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II ~ou would like to help support this Important work, ~ou ma~ send(\~our contrb~tlons to the Women's Boaru ueu,:>urer 

Don't delay I Join todayl 

, , 

Mrs Darlerle Pell 
1554 Chickasaw 

Lps Angeles, CA 90041 
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"Upon thIS rock I wtll bUIld my church; 
and the gates of hades sholl not 

overpower it" 
Motl/Jt )W IM8 
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