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Wise men stiff see/( tlie fcnow£ec!ge of (jo~ 
J'lna to fcnow the wisaom that is founa therein. 
'The fear of goa is tlie beginning of wisaom, 
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Peace of minC£ is foun~ therein. 

'IFte Wora of the Lora isi 
''5lst ana it wilt be given to you, 
Seet ana you wiff finC£ 
'l(noct ana it wilt be opened to you. 11 
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%e Prophet Isaiah aia procfaim (joas Wor~ 
'To the rrunuch ana (jenti[e ali~, 
rorbid them not, to come in. II 

ror the Cross openea the aoor to Your rest, 
Let them repent ana see/(:J{is way, 
J{is 6[00a stiff washes away sin, 

by Lfoya'Dougfas Cotner 
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You, My LorC£ My (joC£ have given the beautY of 
Your aay of rest, 
'IFte :J{o£y 'Day of my Lora. 
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T?eology of the Sabbath will be the topic of the 1985 Summer 
In~btut~ to be held June 8-26 at the Genter on Ministry in Janesville 
Wlsconsm. The co~rse ~11 be directed by Dean Paul Green.' ' 
Several persons wIll assIst in the teaching. 

The three-week intensive c~urse is offered for seminary students, 
T.I.~.E: st~dents, and others mterested in a study ofa major' 

dIstInctIve ofthe S~venth Da~ Baptist denomination, the seventh­
day Sabbat~. Readmgs and dIscussions will center on an 
u~derstandmg of t~e Bi.b1ic~ll character of the Sabbath, its 
hIstory, the theologIcallmphcations of Sabbath observance and 
modern-day applications. A comparative study of Sunday 
observance an~ i~s development will be included. 

Travel and hvmg expenses during the Institute are paid for 

Licensed pastors, theological students not enrolledt~:~;C:e~larlYd en~l~ed jn seminary or the T.I.M.E. project. 
as partial fulfillment of qualification for General Conferen n r a~. t 0;' aIr:;h pastors are encouraged to attend 
finanacial assistance. ce accre I a IOn. ey may apply to the Dean for 

Although the Institute is conducted as a graduate lev 1· . 
welcome to attend. Additional work in'eluding the .'f e cOfUl se, any?ne mt~rested in auditing the course is 
c)'edit. ,Wl J mg 0 a pape~, IS reqUIred ofthose taking the course for 

For further information incl d' . r \. . Janesville, WI 53547. ' u mg a COUl se out me and readmg list, contact Dean Paul Green, Box 1678, 
SR 
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Who are Seventh Day Baptists? 
II you've never read The Sabbath Recorder before, you might be wondering who 

Seventh Day Baptists are. Like other Baptists, Seventh Day Baptists believe in ' .. 
the saving love of Jesus Christ ... 
the Bible as the inspired word of God and a record of God's will for man. We use the 
Bible as our authority both for our faith and our daily conduct. 

We believe in freedom 01 thought and the congregational form of church government. 
That means that every member of the church has the right to participate in the decision 
making process of the church. 

The Seventh Day 
God commanded thatthe seventh day (Saturday) be kept holy. Jesus showed that he 

WRITERS: Please type manuscripts double 
spaced. Only manuscripts that include a stamped, 
addressed envelope can be returned. Unsolicited 
manuscripts a~ welcomed; however, they will be 
considered on a space available basis. No 
remuneration is given for any article that appears 
in this publication. Paid advertising is not 

agreed by keeping it as a day of worShip. We observe the seventh day of the week 
ISaturday) as God's Holy Day as an act of loving obedience, and' not as a means 01 
salvation-salvation is the free gift of God through Jesus Christ. 

It is the ioy of the Sabbath that makes Seventh Day Baptists just a little bit different. II 
you would like more information about Seventh Day Baptists, write: Sevenlh Oay Baptist 
Center, 3120 Kennedy Road, PO Box 1678, Janesville, WI 53547·1678. 
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Summer institute· on' . 
Theology of the Sabbath 
to beheld 

Theology of the Sabbath will be the topic orthe 1985 Summer 
Institute to he helel June 8-26 at the Center on Ministry in Janesville, 
Wisconsin. The course will be directed by Dctln Paul Green. 
Sev(·ral persons will assist in the teaching. 

The three-week intensive course is offered for seminary students, 
T.l.M.K students, and others interested in a study ofa major 

distinctive orthe Seventh Day Baptist denomination, the seventh­
day Sahhath. Readings and discussions will center on an 
understanding of the Biblical charader orthe Sabbath, its 
history, the theological implications ofSahbath observance and 
modern-day apl)licntions. A comparative study of Sunday 
observance and its development will be included. 

Travel and living expenses during the Institute are paid for 
students regularly enrolled in seminary or the T.I.M.E. project. 

Licensed pastors, theolol-,rical students not enrolled at the Center and orclnined pastors are encouraged to attend 
as partial fuHi 11 ment of qual ification for Genc'ra1 Conference accreditation. They may apply to the Dean for 
fi nallacial assistance. 

Although the Institute is conduded as a graduate level ('ourse, anyone interested in auditing the course is 
welcome to attend. Additional work, i nelue! illg Lhe writing of a paper, is required ofthosc tak ing the course for 
c I'(~d it. 

For further inf(lI'l1lf1tion, including iI c()ur~e ()utlilw and 1'(~ilding list, contact Dean Paul Green, Box 1678, 
,JillwsvillP, WI fi:lfl17. SR 

Seventh Day Baptist Pastors' 
Conference 

Seventh Day Baptist Pastors' Conference will be held at Battle Creek, 
Michigan, April 28·May4, 1987. Sponsored by the Seventh Day Baptist 
Center on Ministry, the Conference will open with eveningwol'ship 
on Tuesday, April 28 and close in the evening on Monday, May 4. 
The Pastors' Conference, which is held biennially, will be hosted by 
the Battle Creek Seventh Day Baptist Church, 202 N. Washipgton, 
Battle Creek, Michigan 49017. Dean Paul Green is Director of the 
Conference, and Pastor George Calhoun is Host Pastor. All of our 
pastors and their spouses are urged to attend. 

Theme: "Issues and Maturity in Ministry" 

Fee: Only $35.00. Most meals will be served at the host church. 
Housing will be in the homes of the congregation. 
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ith the approach of the 
Easter season, the 
most obvious 
difference between 
Sabbath and Sunday­
keeping Christians 
comes more c1ear1y 

into focus. There are several reasons 
that Sundaykeepers use to explain their 
observance ofthe first day of the week as 
a day of worship. The one I shall be 
dealing with herein is, "We keep 
Sunday in honor of the day Jesus rose 
frorri the dead." 

There is one place in the New 
Testament which refers to what 
Christians should do in memory of 
Jesus' crucifixion and resurrection, 
and it has nothing to do with 
Sundaykeeping. It relates to one of the 
sacraments which most Protestant 
churches recognize. Romans 6:3 and 4 
says, "Know ye not, that so many of us 
as were baptized into Jesus Christ were 
baptized into his death? Therefore we 
are buried with him by baptism into 
death: that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory oHhe Father, 
even so we also should walk in newness 
oflife." (KJV) 

In this passage, Paul illustrates how 
being plunged beneath the baptismal 
waters symbolizes death to the old 
worldly self, while rising again from 
the water re'presents the new life a 
Christian receives in Christ. This is 
how the Christian is to memorialize 
Christ's atoning death. 

" 0 

, Jewish day ran from sundown to 
sundown, with the day beglnning at the 
. setting of the sun. This method of· 

t reckoning days was instituted by God at 
'[ creation in the beginning ofthe Bible. 
: Book one, chapter one, verse five says, 
\ "And God called the light Day, and the 
i darkness he called Night. And the 
I evening and the morning were the first 
, day." Genesis 1:5 (KJV) 

I 

Today, Sabbath keepers observe their 
day afrest from sundown Friday until 
sundown Saturday afternoon, while the 
rest ofthe Christian world probably uses 
this biblical form offiguring days just 

, \ 

once a year. That is when Christmas 
Eve is observed beginning at dusk on 
December 24. 

On this footing, I would like to place 
the blocks building to the primary point 
oflhis article. 

First, the Greek word "epiphosl\.O" 
\ was used to mean "was beginning" in 
: the Revised Standard Version of Luke 

i: 24:54: "It was the day of preparation and 
': the Sabbath was beginning." This is 
: referring to when Jesus was placed in 
i the tomb, and it is universally accepted 

that this must have been late in the 
afternoon-a time commonly referred 
to now as "dusk." This passage says, 
"Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn 
ofthe first day of the week, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to 
see the sepulchre." Logic sho~ld tell one 

I that both passages refer to the same time 
I ofthe day-which is dusk or 
I 

\ 

.. 

Most ofthe Christian world accepts 
the tradition which says that Christ's 
resurrection took place on Sunday. The 
word "tradition" was used in the 
preceding sentence for good reason. 
There is no bibHcal basis for this 
assumption. All four Gospels tell of the 
empty tomb being discovered on the first 
day of the week, but none ofthem say 
Jesus rose on that day. 

. Know ye 110t, that so many of us as were 
\ baptized il1to Jesus Christ were baptized into his 

I, death? Therefore we are buried with him by 
baptism into death: that like as Christ was 

i raised up from the dead by the glory of the 

In order to understand the biblical 
term "day," one must first recognize 
that its beginning and ending are very 
different from our current method of 
measuring days from midnight to 
midnight. During Bible times, the 
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sunset-which marked the biblical 
transition from one day to another. 

In the Helping Hand lesson dated 
Apri120, 1957, Rev. Don A. Sanford 
wrote the fonowing in reference to 
Matthew 28:1: "I t.seems strange that 
Matthew should begin his account ofthe 
resurrection of Jesus with the Sabbath 

-------------, unless it was still 

It seems strange that 
Matthew should begin his 
account of the resurrection of 
Jesus With the Sabbath unless 
it was still ofvital importance 
to his religious thinking. 

Don A. Sanford 
The Helping Hand 

of vital importance 
to his religious 
thinking. When 
we consider that he 
probably wrote his 
account some 30 or 
40 years after the 
resurrection, one 
can hardly account 
for the silence 
which all of the 
biblical writers 
have to the 

----- --- ------------ institution of 
Sunday worship as a memorial to the 
resurrection unless it was a 
development which came years after 
Paul and the apostles had passed from 
the scene." Block one is therefore Jesus 
rose late on Sabbath afternoon. 

According to Matthew 12:40, Jesus 
answered the Scribes and Pharisees 
sqying, "For as Jonah was three days 
and three nights in the belly of the 
whale, so will the son of man be three 
days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth." (RSV) Taking these words of 
Jesus into consideration, one will 
realize that he could not have been 
crucified on Friday afternoon and been 
raised from the dead late Saturday 
afternoon (or Sunday morning, for that 
matter) and have fulfilled his three 
days and three nights prophecy. Block 
two is therefore Jesus was not crucified 
on Friday. 

Onfthe seventh day of each week, 
commonly referred to as Saturday, the 
Jews celebrate the Sabbath as a day of 
rest which God instituted in Genesis 2:2 
and 3: (2) "And on the seventh day God 

finished his work which he had done, 
and rested on the seventh day from all 
the work which he had done. (3) So God 
blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, 
because on it God rest~d from all his 
work which he had done in creation." 
(RSV) This same Sabbath made the Top 
Ten a few years later. When Moses 
brought the commandments down from 
Mount Sinai, number four said, 
"Remember the sabbath day, to keep it 
holy." Exodus 20:8 (RSV) 

In the Helping Hand lesson for April 
13, 1~63, Don Sanford presented the 
following thought: "Although the term 
'Sabbath' was normally applied to the 
seventh day of the week, it sometimes 
was used to designate other holy days, 
such as the day ofthe Passover. [John 
recorded that sabbath was 'a high 
day'-John 19:31 'Since it was the day of 
Preparation in order to prevent the 
bodies from remaining on the cross on 
the sabbath (for that sabbath was a high 
day,) the Jews asked Pilate that their 
legs might be broken and that theY,might 
be taken away.' (The Interpreter Bible)] 
The Passover falling on the fourteenth 
day ofNisan was a movable day, just as 
today Christmas or the Fourth of July 
falls on a different day of the week in 
succeeding years. It might therefore be 
possible that the Passion week contained 
two sabbaths, Passover and the weekly 
Sabbath day." 

Bock three is there were two sabbaths 
the week Jesus was crucified, and the 
first one fell on Thursday. This was the 
Jewish Passover celebration. 

The prophecies of Daniel in chapter 
nine begin talking of "a Prince, a 
Messiah," in verse 25; and 27a says, "In 
a week He shan make the covenant to 
prevail for many, and in the middle of 
the week He will cause sacrifice and 
offering to cease." (Modern Language) 
The covenant referred to in the first part 
of this quotation is what Jesus explained 
to his disciples when he instituted the 
second sacrament accepted by most 
Protestant churches: (26)-Now as they 
were eating, Jesus took the bread, and 
blessed, and broke it, and gave it to the 
disciples and said, 'Take, eat; this is 

_._--------------------------- --------------------------
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. my body;' (27)-And he took a cup, ~nd 
when he had given thanks he gave It to 
them, saying 'Drink of it I all of you; 
(28) for this is my blood ofthe covenant, 
which is poured outTor many for the 
forgiveness of sins.' " Matthew 26:26-28 
(RSV) The sacrificial death of Jesus 
fulfilled the first part of Daniel's 
prophecy in verse 27 by opening a new 
testament for those who believe in him. 

The second part of Daniel's prophecy, 
"and in the middle of the week he will 
cause offering and sacrifice to cease," 
was fulfilled by Jesus' death because he 
was to be the final sacrifice which ended 
the old covenant by making sacrifices 
no longer necessary. (25) "Nor was it to 
offer himselfrepeatedly, as the high 
priest enters the Holy Place yearly with 
blood not his own; (26) for then he would 
have had to suffer repeatedly since the 
foundation ofthe world. But as it is, he 
has appeared once for all at the end of the 
age to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
himself." Hebrews 9:25 and 26 (RSV) 
Block four is Jesus was crucified in the 

middle of the lveek. . 
. A recapitulation of the building 
blocks is: Jesus rose late on Sabbath 
afternoon; Jesus was not cr~cified on 
Friday; there were two sabbaths the 
week Jesus was crucified, and the first 
one fell on Thursday; and Jesus was 
crucified in the middle of the week. . 

Based on these premises, the 
execution of Jesus took place on 
Wednesday. His body was placed in the 
tomb before su.ndown that day, prior to 
the beginning of a holy day type of 
sabbath on Thursday. Jesus rose from 
the dead late on the seventh day Sabbath 
afternoon (at the same time he had been 
placed in the tomb on Wednesday), and 
the two Marys discovered the empty tomb 
after sunset Sabbath night-not at 
sunrise on the first day ofthe week, 
Sunday morning. . 

Thus this articl~ can conclude wlth 
its title. Jesus' suffering on the cross as 
a sacrifice for the sins ofthe world 
should be commemorated, not on Good 
Friday, but on Good Wednesday. SR 

And he took a cup, 
and when he hod 
given thanks he 
gave it- to them, 
saying 'Drill,k of it, 
all of you; (28) for 
this is my blood of 
the covenant, 
which is poured 

. out for many for 
the forgiveness of 
sins.' 
Matthew 26:26·28 (RSV) 
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What 
awaits you 

at 
Conference 

1987 

from the Conference 1987 
Host Committee 

. orne to conference this year at· 
Lindsborg, IDmsas, and this is what 
you will find-the beautiful, modern 
campus of Bethany College: 
• . 300 air-conditioned dorm rooms 
within walking distance of air­
conditioned locations for all the 
regular activities of conference ... 
• tennis/racquetbal1 courts, a 
community pool arid municipal golf 
course ... 
• Swedish-American culture and 
heritage experienced in restaurants, 
bakeries and gift shops ... 
• a thriving community oflocal 
artists with numerous studios and 
galleries, including the 
internationally known Birger 
Sandzen Memoria~ .. 
• the McPherson County "Old Mill" 
museum at the edge of town, which 
features the national landmark 
Smoty River Roller Mill, as well as a 
col1ection of other old buildings, 
including a 1903 one-room 
schoolhouse and an 1880 Union Pacific 
depot, plus 22,000 pioneer and Indian 
artifacts ... 
• a quiet, tree-shaded town of3,000 
containing turn-of-the-century homes 
with brightly colored trim, a Victorian­
style inn that is now a restaurant, an 
old-remodeled hotel with bed and 
breakfast accommodations ... 
• and, yes, even a Pizza Hut. 

LinJs60rg 
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Bethany College offers all that we 
tradition~ny expect of a modern, private 
college conference site (well-equipped 
Student Union, spacious cafeteria, etc.) 
and the bonus of the very attractive town 
of Lindsborg, plus quite a few 
interesting places to visit in central 
Kansas. If you do not discover 
Smorgasbord, Lingonberries and 
Ostkaka in Lindsborg, you will have 
only yourselfto blame. 

Central Kansas offers such points of 
interest as the Kansas Cosmosphere and 
Discovery Center, only 45 minutes away 
at Hutchinson. It houses $100 million 
worth of space artifacts-such as a 
complete set of original spacecraft, the 
largest conection of space suits on 
display anywhere, plus Omnimax (the 
world's largest movie projection 
system). A planetarium there offers sky 
and laser shows. Other attractions are 
the Santa Fe Trail Center and Fort 
Larned at Larned; and the Old Cowtown 
Museum, County Zoo, and the 
Omnisphere and Science Center at 
Wichita. Come to Conference '87. You 
will be Valkommen.' 

Public transportation to 
conference at Lindsborg: 

By air: Salina Airport (Eastern Air 
Mid west Express) 

The best bet seems to be to fly into 
Kansas City, Missouri, and connect to 
Eastern Air Midwest Express to Salina, 
Kansas. At this writing, the roundtrip 
fare between Kansas City and SaHna is 
$117 (30-day advance purchase, stay 
over Saturday). If you connect in from 
Eastern, it should be less. Currently, 
there are two flights a day each way on 
Sundays (leaving Kansas City at 3:45 
p:m. and 7:45 p.m.; leaving Salina at 
11 :00 a.m. and 4:45 p.m.), and three 
flights a day during the week. Check 
with your travel agent. You can travel 
from Kansas City to Salina by bus, 
taking airport's K. C. I. bus to bus 
terminal, then G. H. Trailways bus to 
Salina. However, that takes more than 
six hours, the connection times are 
awkward (6 a.m. and 5 p.m. from the 
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Kansas Cityterminal), and the fare is· 
only $31.60 cheaper (less than that if 
you connect from Eastern by air). 
Furthermore, Trailways is trying to 
disconnect some of their routes into 
small Kansas towns. There is no 
guarantee this route willbe available. 
We will pick you up at the airport, or bus 
stop (if you are a glutton for 
punishment), in Salina. We are not 
offering-to pick up at the Kansas City 
airport because of the distance (200 
miles). Salina is less than 20 miles 
frQ".m Lindsborg, Kansas. 

We are not offering to pick up at the 
Wichita, Kansas, airport (70 miles 
away) since the roundtrip fare between 
Kansas City and Wichita, as opposed to 
Salina, is only $19 less. 

By bus: The bus stop in Lindsborg and 
bus station in Salina are served by G. 
H. Trailways. (Note caution about bus 
service above.) We need to know which 
bus you are coming in on, if you want to 
be picked up. 

By train: Not practical (Topeka closes 
AMTRAK). 

Pre-Conference camps 

Youth Pre-Con, August 5-9, will be 
held at Camp WaJa To near Lyons, 
Kansas. Owned by the Christian 
Church in Kansas, the 80-acre campsite 
contains five small lakes and sloping, 
naturally sculptured lawns. The 
cabins are clustered in two groups of 
four, with a large bathhouse between. 
They each sleep 10 people, for a total 
camp of80. The conference center, 
where meals and meetings will be held, 
provides dining space for 100 people. It 
has a central fireplace and a wide 
expanse of porches. There are courts for 
volleyball, tennis, tetherball, 
basketball, shuffleboard and four­
square, as well as a large softball and 
playing field. Canoeing and boating 
are also available. 

Young Adult Pre-Con, August 5-9, 
will be held at Camp Daniel, 25 miles 
west of Kansas City, at Bonner Springs, 
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Kansas. The camp is owned by the' 
Walnut Grove Bible Church. It 
accommodates 48 people (12 in each of 
four cabins) and is located on 22 acres 
of rolling ground, with some large 
open fields, some timber, and a creek. 
There is a fenced swimming pool with 
attached showerhouse, a fishing pond, 
a gymnasium, and a multi-purpose 
building with chap'el, dining 1'0001 and 
kitchen~ Several horses are available 
for riding. The grounds are beautiful 
in the summer, with a lot ofIush green 
grass, trees and flowers. .. 

'Public transportation to Pre-Con 
camps: 

Youth Pre-Con: Follow the same 
suggestions made above to those 
traveling to conference. We will pick 
you up in Salina at the airport or bus 
station. 

Young Adult Pre-Con: We will pick 
you up in Kansas City at the airport 01' 

bus station. SR 
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The President's Pa.ge) 

LET US· PRESs' ON 

Let us 
press on 

to be like 
Christ 

President Gerry VallDylle 

10 

... : ; . 
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, "Therefore"as God's chosen people, 
holy and dearly loved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, and 
patience. Bear with each other and 
forgi~e whatever grievances you may. 
have against one another. Forgive as 
the Lord forgave you. And over all 
these virtues put on love, which binds 
them all together in perfect unity." 

Col.3:12-14NIV 

are God's chosen people. 
Not because we are 
Seventh Day Baptists, but 
because we believe in 

Jesus Christ. As a result of this, we have 
the right to be called the Children of God 
(John 1:12). 

There is noth ing more pleasing to our 
Heavenly Father than when we strive'to 
become like his precious Son. We are 
dearly loved by the Father and the Son. 
And the Spirit continually works in our 
lives to help us become more and more 
Christ-like. Yet, as we study God's 
word, we see how important it is for us to 
train ourselves in godly living. We are 
to put forth every effort to become all that 
God would have us be. 

In the preceding Scripture, Paul calls 
us to "clothe ourselves" in certain 
characteristics. It does not seem too 
complicated to take off an old garment 
and put on soemthing new. This is what 
Paul tells us we should do. But, back in 
verse five of this chapter in Colossians, 

. we see that he tells us we are to put to 
death whatever belongs to our old life. 

Have you ever looked in your closet 
and discovered that you have been 
hanging on to clothes that you have not 
been able ~ wear for years? Have you 
found that you have certain favorite 
garments that you keep dragging out 
and wearing, that are seedy looking 
and should have been thrown away long 
ago? 

I think this is what Paul wants us to 
see in this wonderful passage of 
Scripture. Because we are God's chosen 
people, we are to have his Son's 
character. It is impossible to put on that 
character until we take off and discard, 

, once and for all, our old character. This 
is not dependent on our temperament or 
circumstances, but on our willingness to 
train ourselves, and then our diligence 
to persevere in the training until we 
have the nature we are intended to have. 

In a day when we are encouraged to 
take care of number one, to protect 
oneself from every form of hurt, Paul 
speaks out to us and tells us to be 
compassionate. Compassion calls for a 
willingness to be vulne'rable, to open 
ourselves up to .another's needs, sorrows, 
disappointments and dreams. To be 
compassionate means setting aside your 
own needs for the needs of someone else. 

In Mark 6:30-44, Jesus gives us a 
living demonstration of that kind of 
compassion. He had just received the 
news that John the Baptist had been 
beheaded, and he had been so busy 
healing and teaching that he had not had 
time to even eat. He called his disciples 
to come away with him to a quiet place. 

When hegot there, the crowds 
literally mobbed him. Yet the Scriptures 
said he had compassion on them because 
they were like sheep without a shepherd. 
He set aside his own need to rest, and he 
met their needs. He probably taught 
lessons that he had taught many times 
before and listened to stories that had 
been repeated many times. He hurt with 
them and shared in their pain and 
needs. 

The situation called for kindness and 
patience. Nothing takes more patience 
than a mob of people clamoring around 
you. YetJesus taught them, healed them 
and once again helped his disciples step 
out in faith by telling them to feed these 
5,000 people. The love he had for all of 
them makes an exciting story 
incredibly believable. It is the desire of 
our Heavenly Father for us to have this 
kind of love and compassion, not only 

C01lt. 011 paRe 34 

.-----.---.----------------.----.--~-

The Sabbath Recorder 

j 

I 
j ,. 

j , 
1 

1 
.~ "-,; 

\ 
,j' 

. ,', 

;", \,' 

ill 
~.-

. ,-'r '," 
"' , ~'(;! !~' 

.Partnership 
". ." . . ',. 

Ministry 

Seventh Day Baptist 

"Study to show yourself approved by 
God, a workman who does not need to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth." (I Timothy 2.;15) (my 
translation) 

Our focus verse this month comes 
from the apostle Paul's letter to 
Timothy, his young protege in 
ministry. We know from reading 
Paul's letter to the Philippians that he 
had studied to be the best Pharisee that he 
could be. Now, no longer a Pharisee, he 
has directed his study to the principles of 
Christ and is writing Timothy to do the 
same. In my column on the discipline of 
prayer, I indicated that my Fuller 
Seminary professor had said that some 
disciplines are not options for 
Christians. Prayer is one. Bible study is 
another. 

Why do it? 

In the present Seventh Day Baptist 
statement ofbeliefs we say this about the 
Bible: 

"We believe that the Bible is the inspired 
record of Go d's will for man, ofwhich 
Jesus is the supreme interpreter; and 
that it is our final authority in matters of' 
faith and conduct." 

We have this on a passage from 
Paul's letter to Timothy: 

"An scripture is [inspired] by God and 
is useful for teaching, correcting and 
training in righteousness, so that the 

\ 

~tudy~.. . .' .-, 
to show yourself approved, 

--\ 

man of God may be thoroughly equipped 
for every good work" (2 Timothy 3:16-
17). 

,If the Bible is to be our final authority 
for our belief system and is to indicate 
what we believe is correct behavior, then 
we must study it. We must spend good 
quality time reading the Bible for 
understanding and direction. I 
interpret our statement to mean that we 
are not just reading for information. 
We are reading for the purpose of 
comprehension and behavior change or 
reenforcement. 

Gordon Mac Donald in his book, 
Ordering Your Private World, says, 
"The ordering of your private world 
cannot take place without strong mental 
'endurance and the intellectual growth 
this endurance produces." He is talking 
not just about gaining knowledg~ and 
behavior change but also about what 
motivates this behavior. 

"Do not be conformed to this world but be 
transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that you may prove what is the 

I will of God, what is good and acceptable 
and peJfect." (Romans 12:2) RSV 

Richard Foster, in his book, 
Celebration of Discipline, tens us the 
purpose of this spiritual discipline is the 
total transformation of the person. "You 
wil1 know the truth and the truth will set 
you free." (John 8:32) 

In this experience of Christian 
development it is important for us to 
COlli. 011 /XIRI! 21; 

We must spend 
good quality tinw 
reading the Bible 
for understanding 
and direction. 

by Executive Secretary 
Dale D. Thorngate 
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ReligioD in the nems ... 

TV 
evangelist 

criticized for 
plea 

Church holds 
"fast" ftom 
the media 

12 

Cardinal 
O'Connor 

ends Middle 
East tour 

Top 10 news 
stories 

. a.ral Roberts has told his television viewers that he will die ifhe does not raise $4.5 
mIlhon by March. As a result of his plea, a number of broadcast stations have dropped 
the program, "Expect a Miracle," from their schedules. 

Roberts said that God had told him to raise the funds needed for scholarships at Oral 
Robert~ l!nive:sity medical school or, "I'm going to call you home in one year."With 
$3.5 ~~]].IOn raIsed, Robert~ asked his audience to spare his life by giving generously. 

CnbcIsm from local statIOns was heavy, with the chief complaint that most of the 
program time was devoted to fund-raising. Oral Roberts' weekly program is 
broadcast in more than 200 cities across the country. SR 

Members of Valley Christian Center, Fresno, California, joined in a ':fast" to 
abstain from all television, newspapers, and other media for a period of one week. 
The experiment was to spend the time previously devoted to television on spiritual and 
family matters. 

Participants reported better sleep and relaxation, and a sense of inner peace. SR 

Cardinal John O'Connor has ended his controversial tour of the Middle East with 
mixed reviews. Focus of the issue was a Vatican ruling that O'Connor could not visit 
Israeli leaders in an "official" setting since the Vatican does not recognize the state of 
Israel. The Cardinal met Israeli President Chaim Herzog at his official residence. 

In what was intended as a goodwill visit, the issue raised new tensions between the 
Vatican and Israeli leaders. O'Connor said that Israel ''has the right to self­
determination, the right to defend its borders, the right to maintain the struggle for 
freedom." 

Christianity Today listed its choice of the 1 0 leading religious news stories of1986. 
1. The question of whether TV evangelist Pat Robertson will run for the presidency. 
2. Corazon Aquino becomes president of the Philippines with strong backing of the 

Catholic leadership. f 
3. The debate over pornography;"with the U.S. attorney general's Commission on 

Pornography at the center of attention. 
4. South Africa's policies on apartheid, and the related issue of economic sanctions. 
5. The appointment of William Rehnquistas chief justice ofthe Supreme Court and 

Antonin Scalia, as an associate justice. The appointments stirred questions ' 
regarding the abortion issue and a conservative agenda . 

. 6 .. Je~ry Falwell announced that he would draw back from politics, saying that his 
mlnJstl'leS had suffered financiall'everses. 

7. Teenage pregnancy was described as a national crisis, and new controversy 
stirred over sex education and birth control. ' 

8. Billy Graham conducted crusades in Paris, France, and Washington, D.C., as 
well as an international conference for itinerant evangelists held in Amsterdam. 

9. The fir'st national observance of Martin Luther King Day was promoted to urge 
racial equality and nonviolence. 

10. Human-rights groups claimed violent acts by the Contras in Nicaragua, while 
others protested the denial offl'eedom by the Sandinistas. Christians were on both 

SR 

sides of the issue, while Congress debated support for the Contras. SR 
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Pearls of history 
A grain of sand in the eye causes 

great irritation and discomfort. It can 
cause one to close the eye, or try to flush 
it out with tears. A grain of sand in an 
oyster may serve as the irritation which 
stimulates the formation of a lustrous 
pearl. Even the pearl of great price 
which Jesus mentioned in his parable in 
Matthew 13 was once but a grain of sand 
cultured within one ofthe least o(God's 
creatures. 

It is the purpose ofthis column from 
the Historical Society to bring into view 
some of the events and ideas of history 
which may bring luster to our lives. 
S<?me events which may have caused 
irritation for some may be pearls to 
others. 

Even the Sabbath, which is one of our 
distinctives as a people, has been an 
irritation to those who have allowed it to 
cloud their vision. But properly 
nurtured within a body, it becomes a 
pearl of great beauty and luster. So 
beautiful can it be that others have tried 
to copy it with a synthetic or man-made 
substitute, but the true connoisseur can 
tell the difference. Few would take the 
synthetic when the real is readily 
available. 

Rev. Don A. Sanford 
Historian 
Seventh Day Baptist Center 
Box 1678 
Janesville, W15.'J547 

Don Sanford 

It is possible that one reason this pearl 
has been so often neglected lies in the 
fact that we have kept it "clammed up" 
within a hard shell instead of exposing 
it for all to see and enjoy. . 

As I begin the work as historian­
writer for the Historical Society, I would 
inviteyou to contribute some of the 
precious gems which may be in your 
memories or experiences so that, strung 
together, a beautiful necklace may 
emerge which may be worn 
proclaiming God's patient love through 
a very special people. Some may be used 
in this column; other anecdotal 
material may find its way into pages of 
a book being prepared to document and 
highlight our history; still other 
contributions may be filed for some 
future reference. 

Let us break open those shells and 
show the world the brilliance of what 
God has done in our past, what he is 
doing in the present, and what he 
intends to do in the future. SR 

Some events which 
may have caused 
irritation for some 
may be pearls to 

others 
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Religion in the news ... 

TV 
evangelist 

criticized for 
plea 

Church holds 
"fast" from 
the media 

12 

Cardinal 
O'Connor 

ends Middle 
East tour 

Top 10 news 
stories 

.O.ral Roberts has told his television viewers that he will die ifhe does not raise $4.5 
mllhon by March. As a result of his plea, a number of broadcast stations have dropped 
the program, "Expect a Miracle," from their schedules. 

Roberts said that God had told him to raise the funds needed for scholarships at Oral 
Robert.s ~nive~sity medical school or, "I'm going to call you home in one year." With 
$3.5 ~~l1.lOn rmsed, Roberts asked his audience to spare his life by giving generously. 

CntIcls~ from local stations was heavy, with the chief complaint that most of the 
program tIme was devote.d to fund-raising. Oral Roberts' weekly program is 
broadcast in more than 200 cities across the country. 

• 

Members of Valley Christian Center, Fresno, California,joined in a "fast" to 
absta,in from all television, newspapers, and other media for a period of one week. 
The experiment was to spend the time previously devoted to television on spiritual and 
family matters. 

Participants reported better sleep and relaxation, and a sense ofinner peace. 

Cardinal John O'Connor has ended his controversial tour of the Middle East with 
mixed reviews. Focus of the issue was a Vatican ruling that O'Connor could not visit 
Israeli leaders in an "official" setting since the Vatican does not recognize the state of 

,Israel. The Cardinal met IsraeH President Chaim Herzog at his official residence. 
In what was intended as a goodwill visit, the issue raised new tensions between the 

Vatican and Israeli leaders. O'Connor said that Israel ''has the right to self­
determination, the right to defend its borders, the right to maintain the struggle for 
freedom." 

Christianity Today listed its choice of the 10 leading religious news stories of1986. 
1. The question .of whether TV evangelist Pat Robertson will run for the presidency. 
2. Corazon Aqu1l10 becomes president of the Philippines with strong backing of the 

Catholic leadership. 
3. The debate over pornography, with the U.S. attorney general's Commission on 

Pornography at the center of attention. 
4. South Africa's policies on apartheid, and the related issue of economic sanctions. 
5. The appointment of William Rehnquist as chief justice of the Supreme Court and 

Antonin Scalia, as an associate justice. The appointments stirred questions ' 
regarding the abortion issue and a conservative agenda . 

. 6,. Je~ry Falwell announced that he would draw back from politics, saying that his 
mllllstnes had suffered financial reverses. 

7. Teenage pregnancy was described as a national crisis, and new controversy 
stirred over sex education and bil'th control. 

8. Billy Gnlham conducted crusades in Paris, France, and Washington, D.C., as 
well as an intel'llational confcrence for itinerant evangelists held in Amsterdam. 

9. The first national observance of Martin Luther King Day was promoted to urge 
racial equality and nonviolence. 

10. Human-J'ights groups claimed violent acts by theContnls in Nicaragua, while 
others protested the cleninl ofC.·cedom by the Sandinistas. Christians were on both 
sides of the issue, while Congress debated support for the Contras. 
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Pearls of history 

A grain of sand in the eye causes 
great irritation and discomfort, It can 
cause one to close the eye, or try to flush 
it out with tears. A grain of sand in an 
oyster may serve as the irritation which 
stimulates the formation of a lustrous 
pearl. Even the pearl of great price 
which Jesus mentioned in his parable in 
Matthew 13 was once but a grain of sand 
cultured within one of the least of God's 
creatures. 

It is the purpose ofthis column from 
. the Historical Society to bring into view 

some of the events and ideas of hi story 
which may bring luster to our lives. 
Some events which may have caused 
irritation for some may be pearls to 
others. 

Even the Sabbath, which is one of our 
distinctives as a people, has been an 
irritation to those who have allowed it to 
cloud their vision. But properly 
nurtured within a body, it becomes a 
pearl of great beauty and luster. So 
beautiful can it be that others have tried 
to copy it with a synthetic or man-made 
substitute, but the true connoisseur can 
tell the difference. Few would take the 
synthetic when the real is readily 
available. 

Rev. DonA. Sanford 
Historian 
Seventh Day Baptist Center 
Box 1678 
Janesville, W15:J547 

It is possible that one reason this pearl 
has been so often neglected lies in the 
fact that we have kept it "clammed up" 
within a hard shell instead of exposing 
it for all to see and enjoy. 

, As I begin the, work as historian-
I writer for the Historical Society, I would 

invite you to contribute some of the 
precious gems which may be in your 
memories or experiences so that, stmng 

I together, a beautiful necklace may 
emerge which may be wom 
proclaiming God's patient love through 
a very special people. Some may be used 
in this column; other anecdotal 
material may find its way into pages of 
a book being prepared to document and 
highlight our history; still other ' 
contributions may be filed for some 
future reference. 

Let us break open those shells and 
show the world the brilliance of what 
God has done in our past, what he is 
doing in the present, and what he 
intends to do in the future. SR 

Some events which 
may have caused 
irritation for some 
may be pearls to 

others 

DOli SalJforci ' 

March 1987 

from the 

§([ill)C!) IflJ, fJ lk Jf))(ffJ1 

. lB3(ffJ[p)fJ(j~fJ 

]JJJ (j~ (j(/J) /filer; rmU 
§(n)(~~(9(J:1 



\. 

by Marilyn Merchant 
I 

Dear dnesAll, 

How does God speak to you? Very few 
of us have dramatic interviews with the 
voice of God as some of his prophets did 
in the Bible. But I have a story to relate 
in which the teller (who I will refer to as 
Mrs. X) said she did not hear the words , 
but all of a sudden she knew the answer. 

I am sure you have known persons 
that try to do everything right. They 
have never, or seldom ever, been 
rebellious. They are kind, thoughtful 
loving and have tried to follow God ' 
wherever he led. This young woman of 
whom I am speaking (I will refer to her 
as Mrs. Y) was just such a person. 

For many years, Mrs. Y suffered one 
disaster after another. These were not 
the everyday variety ofmisfortunes; 
these fell into the category of 
catastrophes. 

Through them all, Mrs. X said she 
had prayed for wisdom to say the right 
thing, do the right thing and help Mrs. Y 
when asked. 

Mrs. Y would weather one problem 
and have a few day's-sometimes 
week's-respite, and then something 
else would come crashing down on her. 

Mrs. Y would weather one 
problem, and then, something else 

would come crashing down on 
her. Were I to list them all, you 

would agree that it was indeed an 
awesome burden to be carrying. 

Were I to list them all, you would agree 
that it was indeed an awesome burden to 
be carrying. 

One morning, after a fervent prayer 
on tIys young woman's behalf following 
the latest disastrous occurence, Mrs. X 
cried out in desperation, 'Why, Lord, 
why must this poor child of yours go 
through so much?" This is when she said 
she heard no voices, but suddenly she 
felt calm and just understood the reply: 
"I have such great things ahead for her 
if only she will trust me to handle it." , 

At the same time, miles away, Mrs. Y 
was doing her own praying. She had 
finally reached the resolution that there 
was no more she was able to do about the 
situation in which she found herself , 
and worrying over it was only causing 
the physical problem to worsen. So she 
prayed what Katherine Marshall, in her 
book Beyond Ourselves, calls the 
"Prayer ofReIinquishment." One has to 
have great faith, I believe, to do this. It 
simply says, "All right,Lord, I give up 
my will; you do with the situation 
whatever is your will." Then leave it 
there. 

The end of this story has not yet 
occurred, but some of the details are so 
unique that it absolutely had to be God's 
doing to work it all out in this manner. 

I had been mulling over Mrs. X's 
story in my mind for several days. I had 
tried to conclude if this is what God 
wanted me to relate in this month's 
pages. When I entered the church on 
Sabbath and settled back to be fed I , 
discovered that the Scripture lesson and 
sermon were taken from the Sermon on 
the Mount. 

If you can get hold ofaLiving Bible 
translation, I would urge you to review 
this passage. Our family all had the 
Reach Out New Testament, and I love 
the simple language of Matthew 6:19.34. 

If at all possible, I would urge you to 
reread the passage in the Marshall book 
on the Prayer of Relinquishment. I say 
IIrer'ead" as I assume most of you have 
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read the book since its publishing in . 
1961. If you have no~ I feel it is one ofthe 
best books descrjbing a woman's walk 
through life that I have read. I deeply 
mourned the death ofthis beloved 
author, but she has left a legacy oftrue 
worth in her writings. 

If you do not have a copy on your own 
bookshelves, perhaps your church 
library-or surely the public 
library-would have ,a copy. Ifnone of 
those fill the need, perhaps this would be 
a good memorial to present to the church 
library in memory of one of your church 
ladies who has left a void in your group. 
Do not just place it on the shelves though; 
use it. 

Do you remember the action taken by 
the Women's Interest Committee at 
conference regarding the need of direct 
correspondence with the local key 
workers? We are sorry, but somehow the 
board slipped a cog and the first ofthe 
letters did not get out. But they are 
coming, so do not despair. 

However, before they get mailed out, 
there is something for your group to do. 
The Center in Janesville, Wisconsin, 
maintains the list for us ofthe current 
key workers. If you have changed key 
workers and have not advised the 
Center of that change, we would urge you 
to drop a card to the Seventh Day Baptist 
Center, c/o Jill Groelle, P. O. Box 1678, 
Janesville, Wisconsin 53547. Every 
returned letter just adds to the postage 
needed for this project, so please do your 
pa.rt to update this list and keep it 
current. 

Also listed as a priority project by the 
Women's Interest Committee was the 
restocking of the Homemaking 
Department of Crandall High School in 
Jamaica. We had written to Prudence 
Robinson, who attended World 
Federation meetings, asking for 
specific needs. This is a project that the 
ladies ofthe denomination can really 
get behind. We have received her list, as 
well as acknowledgement of the "cheque 
of one hundred dollars" from the Love 
Gift. 

Along with thanking you for this gift, 
she went on to express her personal 

March 1987 

Money is desperately needed for 
s~c.s.c. According to the treasurer's 
report, we are $5,000 short of where we 
were a year ago in this fund. 

thanks for the privilege of being a 
special guest at the ~onference banquet. 
She spoke of how much she enjoyed that 
and the Women's Interest Committee, 
and how much she had to share with the 
ladies of her conference now. 

There is quite an extensive list of 
items, all needed in one dozen lots. 
After discussion at the January board 
meeting, it was felt that the soft goods 
could be sent directly to Jamaica. 
Because of import fees and 
transportation costs, it would be wiser to 
send money earmarked for pots, pans, 
dishes, etc. to the Women's Board, 

, which will forward it through proper 
channels. 

Items to be sent directly should be put 
in small packages, properly labeled 
(they should not be marked "used" 
unless they truly are), and sent to 
Prudence Robinson, Crandall High 
School, 29 Charles Street, Kingston, 
Jamaica.Needed items include dish 
towels, dish cloths, white aprons, and 
table cloths. The board added potholders 
and hot pads to the list. Money is needed 
for mixing bowls, measuring cups, 
cooking spoons and forks, palette 
knives, spatulas, vegetable peelers, a 
blender (osterizer), one small pressure 
cooker, cooking pots, sauce pots, frying 
pans, teapots, and one set of dinner . 
service. 

I can think of many more things to 
add, but this is what they need to start. 
Prudence wrote that the first term will be 
Continued on page 25 
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Santa Barbara 
church organizes 

Whites visit 
Mexico 

Wichita Falls 
named 

"Growingest 
Church" 

on missions today by Leon R. Lawton 

Santa, Barbara, California, USA; "The Sabbathkeeping Christians in Santa 
Barbara believe the time has come to organize a church to be known as the Santa 
B~rb~ra Seventh'D~y Baptist Church. Of course, we w~nt to invite you to share in 
thIs time ofcelebrabon wIth us. It will be March 21, starting at 2:30 p.m. We have 
intentionally setit in the afternoon so that those who need to attend worship 
elsewhere may sti.ll be able to be with us." They meet in the Trinity Nazarene' 
~h~rc~ at ~973 Via Los Santos. Though you may not be able to respond to their ( 
lI1VltatlOn 111 person, remember this np.w group and their pastor, Robert Babcock in 
you~ prayers. Their mailing address is: P.O. Box 92002, Santa Barbara, CA 9310'9. 
TheIr phone number is: (805) 967-3277 

Tampic~, Tam, Me~ico: A newly provided AB Dick 360 printing press, platemaker 
and supp~les were.,dehvered by Daryl and Barbara White to the work being led by 
Pa~tor.Ehas Camacho last December 10th. The two-week mission by the Whites in 
theIr pIckup truck brought many experiences, especially with Mexican customs at 
the Brownsville, Texas, crossing. 

They wrote,' in the Rochy Mountain Messenger, "Brother Camacho and everyone 
were so happy with it. They could not say 'gracias' enough to satisfy their feeling. 
Brot~er Camacho's son, Rosalio, a very intelligent and devout Christian, was a big 
help 111 the final test of the operaiton of the platemaker and the press. He made both 
ul11Ls work perfectly, and again we all praised the Lord. 

Before our return home, we visited five of their churches in the Tampico/Modero 
area. We really learned through these visits and understand better now the 
conditions under which they work, worship and serve the Lord. 

A special thank you to all who helped make this mission project possible: the 
Seventh Day Baptist Missionary Society for the financial help; the Mid-Continent 
Asso~iati~n for thei r a.ssistan~e; the members of the Denver church for their private 
contl'1butlOns and theIr donatIOns of clothing; and a special thank you to Paul 
Robles for his help in the acquisition of the equipment and supplies." 

Church growth-1986, USA: The Wichita Falls, Texas, SDB Church was named the 
"Growingest Church in 1986," based on data in the accessions column of The 
Sabbath Recorder showing nearly 54% growth. The growth of this new church 
organized in 1983, reflects theil' outreach across northern Texas. They have ' 
sponsored a reorganized branch in the DallaslFt. Worth, Texas, area, as well as a 
group in Lubbock, Texas. 

For the second year, the Hope SOB Church, North Hills, Pennsylvania, came in 
second with a growth of over 42%. Others in the top seven were: Madison 
Wisconsin, 31 % growth; Atlanta, Georgia, 29%; Los Angeles, California, 28%; 
Texarkana, Arkansas, 26%; and Portland, Oregon, 23%. (See the February 
Missions foJ' other details.) 

Churches having the highest number of new members were Los Angeles 31' 
O ' , envel', Colomdo, 19; Texllrl<llna, 11; and Washington, D.C., and Pawcatuck, 
Westerly, Rhode Island,lO each. 

The Growing.cst Church banner, awarded last year to the San Diego, California, 
SDB Church, WIll be presented to the Wichita Falls chu1'ch at conference in 

SR 

SR 

August. 
SR 
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A prayer reminder" for each day! 

April 1987 
Verse for the month: "Give your burdens to the Lord. He will carry them. 
He will not permit the godly to slip or fall. "-Psalm 55:22 

Pray for ... 

1- the newly organized church at Santa Barbara, Californ,ia 
2- conference Host Committee chainnan Kennelh Burdick 
3- Missionary Tom McElwain and family and their minisLry 

in Turku, Finland 
4- Sabbath School Mission Offering in my church 

15- Pastor Ciesielski and church leaders in Poland 
16- the Memphis, Tennessee church and Pastor Tom Johnson 
17- seminary student David Thorngate, Columbus, Ohio 
18- Resurrection Sabbath! Praise God for fulfilled promises 

19- seminary student William Edwards, Austin, Texas 
5- miracles for churches having problems 
6- Extension Director Rodney L. Henry as he responds to 

new inquiries 

20-' Tucson, Arizona branch churchas they seek to reach out in 
their area 

7- Extension Pastor Earl Cruzan as he leads the branch 
church in Milwaukee 

8- Missionaries David and Bettie Pearson as they serve in 
Malawi, Africa 

9- new workers for the Lord's vineyards around the world 
10- Rod Henry and Leon Lawton traveling to Jamaica 
11- Memorial Board meeting today 

12- pastors and church leaders in sister churches in SOllth 
Africa 

13- the San Diego, California church as it seeks pastoral 
leadership 

14- Jamaican leaders setting up new theological training 
program 

21- seminary student Martin Pederson. Pasadena, California 
22- Board of Education and Missionary Board meetings next 

Sunday 
23- seminary student Arthur Rowe, Denver, Colorado 
24- Our World Mission giving, as we close the fourth month 

of 1987 
25- Southern California churches meeting today with San 

Gabriel church 

26- Tract and Communications Council meeting today 
27- center staff as they serve the Lord 
28- Pastor's Conference beginning today at Baule Creek, 

Michigan 
29- Pastor G. Harrison and the growing ministries in Nigeria, 

West Africa 
30- seminary student Sharon Wauls, Columbus, Ohio 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
I I 

I MOVING? Affix your I 
I Please clip this change of address form and mail it to: old mailing address I 
I Circulation Department here I 
I The Sabbath Recorder I 

POBox 1678 I I Janesville~ WI 53547 I 

I New Address: --------------~-- -----.- I 
I I 
I Name: I 
I I 
I Street: I 
I I 
I City: ____ ~ ____ . __________ State _ .___ Zip __ I 
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Produced.by the Youth Commillee of the 1J0ard of Christian E,ducation, 
, or an4 by Members of the Seventh Day /1apti.l'1 Youth Fellowship March 1987 

by Paul R. Andries 
ThepopuJar song "The Greatest Love of 

AU" is supposed to appeal to our youth's 
cry for love and affection. The song says: 
"Everybody's search in' for a hero / people 
need someone to look up to / I never 
found anyone to fulfill my need / A lonely 
place to be I So I learned to depend on 
me," which leads the writer of the song to 
conlude that "learning to love yourself, it 
is tlle greatest love of all." Is this a tme 
statement? If not, what or who is the 
greatest love of all? Our youth deserve the 
best answer, and Ille place to find tllat 
answer is in Ille book of love, the Bible. 
The Bible is the only book that gives the 
concise and clear answer. In fact, I believe 
that tlle Bible was written for this reason. 
Let us look at John 3:16 through our 
spiritual eyes: 

"For God"-the greatest 
creator-One who is able to bring into 
existence something out of nothing, with 
no raw material. One who is able to keep 
the universe from decaying and is able to 

, keep his own from the snares of the devil. 
The one who is Omnipotent, 
Omnipresent, Omniscient, 
Sovereign, Holy (Habakkuk 1: 12,13). 

"so loved"-the greatest love or 
III1-The purest and deepest love one 
could have for anotller, agape. The love 
that is without reservation; infact, we do 
not deserve to be loved by God, but "God 
commendeth His [love] toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us" (Romans 5:8). He also loves us with 
an everlasting love (Jeremiah 31 :3). This 
love is so unlimited that we will never be 
able to absorb all that is being poured out. 

"tlle world"-the greatest 
creation-In Genesis 1, we see God's 
handiwork, by Ille utterance of his word. 
The results are tllC , 
creation of light, of heaven, of earth and 
'[mit, of day and night, living creatures, 
living creatures after their kind, and man 
in God's imagc. God specifically named 
what man should hllve dominion over, and 
tlle trees that mnn could eat from, yet mlln 
disobeyed. Through this IIct, sin cllmc into 
existence. "and God saw that the 
wickedness of mlln was great in the carth, 
nnd 0111t every imnginntion of tlle thoughts 
of his hellrt, was only evil continulllly" 
(Genesis 6:5). 

"that He gave"-the grcatcst girt 
that could be glvcn-TIlToughout our 

THE GREATEST LOVE OF ALL 
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lives. God J~as given us many things; 
apart from the everyday needs, we've 
received compassion, comfort, and Christ 
through Calvary's cross!! God the Father 
saw that we were lost, and thus gave us the 
best ~lat he had, He could have sent an 
angel, but instead he gave us his all. We 
ought to be saying "thanks be to God for 
his unspeakable gift" (2 Corin- thians 
9: 15). 

"His only begotten son"-the 
grcatcst man that c,'cr lived-The 
Son of God was with his Father before 
time was. He is co-eternal and co-exists 
with both the Father and thc Holy Spirit 
(John 1:1, 14; 
17:5). He has proven himself by the many 
miracles he has worked. 

"that whosoevcr"-the greatest 
ol'f'er to all men-One will never find 
anothcr offc.r that includes the entire 
human race. The "whosocvcr" includes 
every human being that ever breathed on 
the face of this earth. "For the grace of 
God that bringeth salvation hath appeared 
to all men" (Titus 3:7). 

"believeth in Him"-thc greatest 
faith one could have-Why is this 
thc greatest faith? It is written in the 
Bible that Christ was born of a virgin. 
lived a perfect life, died on tlle cross for 
the sins of all men, rose from the grave 
and is alive today. By believing these 
tmths and accepting him as your personal 
saviour, tmsting him to take care of all 
your necds, you will express Ille greatest 
faith one could have. 

"should not perish"-the greatest 

Director's Ditty 

punishment possible-Eternal 
separation from God. " ... but he will bum 
up Ille chaff (unrepentant sinners) with 
unquenchable fire, prepared for tlle devil 
and his angCIs" (Mattllew 25:41). 

"but have everlasting life"-the 
greatest Iifc-Life that has no end, full 
of love, peace, joy, comfort, relaxation, 
fun!!! At tlle return of Christ, "we shall sce 
him as he is." The fellowship will be 
purer, holier, sweeter, better .... There'll 
be no more suffering, dealll' tears, sorrow, 
jealousy, for God will wipe Illem all away. 
We will be totally free from Ille bondage 
of sin and death. 

I believe the writer of "The Greatest 
Love of All" had good intentions; for it is 
one of tlle few songs tllat attempts to 
answer a cornmon cry. Personally, I likc 
Ille song, yet I have problems-big 
problems-with the phrase "learning to 
love yourself, it is tlle greatest love of 
aiL" God is that love. His love is giving 
one's very best--dying on a cross-so 
tllat a sinful, cormpt, evil, heartless world 
"might have life, and that tlley might have 
it more abundantly" (John 10: 10). The 
greatest love of all does not lie in loving 
oneself, rather in one loving someone 
else, thereby giving all his eternal life. I 
pray Illat we would realize "Ille greatest 
love of all" is God's gift of Christ as a 
ransom for us all. 

Paul is a member of the Washington, D.C" Seventh Da y 
Baptist Church, where he has bcen issued a license to preach 
the gospel. He also holds the positions of Sabbath School 
teacher and superin tcndent, and is a YF sponsor, He is 
in the pastoral department at Washington Bible 
College. 

Spring is in the air! Soon, many of us will abandon our shovels and gas up the 
power mower. 

It is a busy time for me as I visit as many eastern YF's as possible before my 
"big move" to Janesville in May. This month, I plan to visit Berlin, New York, 
and the Hope Seventh Day Baptist Church in Pennsylvania. Both of tllese groups 
will be brand-new to me, since I have never been to either church. I am really 
looking forward to visiting and working with theml 

I am slIre all of you are anticipating your eventual freedom from school and the 
nicc vacation which accompanies it. In the meantime, go fly a kite (lind I really 
mean that, sincercly). 

Vital Statistics 
Allcntion all youth! I In less than two weeks, all entries for the 1987 Youtll 

Photo Contest will be due. Be sure to mail your entry to the Board of Christian 
Education before March 30 to qualify for the prizes to be given to four of the 
entries!! v, 
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My toes ore curling 
(SDB Youth Retreat '86) 
by Brad Maltby 

Yes, our Creator is responsible 
for tons of fun. Once again I've 
seen it proven! For about six days, 
I observed some thangs that were 
really fantastic. 

It all started out here, deep in 
the woods of Milton, Wisconsin. 
There was a real special gathering. 
I'm tell in' yal You should have seen 
it. There were types of animals I 
from aaaaall over the country. Just a 
few of the living things I saw were 
Pigeons, Beavers, Midgets, 
Billygoats (but they weren't wild), a 
very rare type of Wabbit, Okroglys, 
several Yellow Belly Sap Suckers 
and even land crabs! 

It was organized too! You would 
think that after uniting animals that 
don't have much in common, they 
would be unkind and do nasty 

This montll, I want to 
share willl you a contribution 
sent in by Paul Andries (who 
also wrote tlle feature article). 
It is entitled, "Give Our 
Young People Hope." 

Give Our Young People Hope 
by Paul R. Andries 

Let Illem know God cares 
Let them know thcy arc 

special 
Let them know they are 

important 
Let Illem dream dreams 
Let Illem know tl1ey clm be 

Ille best 
Let tllem know they arc loved 
Let them share thcir needs 
Let Illem be tllemselvcs 
Let them touch us with tlleir 
dre~ and needs 

Let Illem enjoy the 
fellowship with each otller 
Let Illem know we trust and 

care for them 
Let them be real 
Let 01em know God's tMh is 

The Truth. 

things to each other, \\'ouldn't you? 
But, no, you're wrong! They hud 
one major likeness. J can describe it 
with much relief in one splendid, 
easy to say word-Jesus! 

Of course, some ()f the animal 
life was in charge. For instance, 
there was a big Green Turtle2 that 
woke everybody lip in the moming 
with stories about Colossians, 
There was even this craaaazy 
Raccoon3 that would jump up on 
one particular marsupial and get 
everyone to make their noises4 at 
the same time. Afterwards, he would 
tell them how 
to make changes to be what God 
wants them to be, and then get 
everyone going with their noises 
again. Then it got cven more 
exciting whcn this MonkeyS (that 
probably just escaped" .probahly) 
would fall in and wrestlc with the 
animals' HlIention spans so he could 

I know it's hard to let them go 
because we love them so.,. 

Don't hold them because of 
fear, lack of tmst, our dreams, 
possiblc failure, otllcrs' 
immaturity and thcir youth. 

Rather, train up a child in thc 
way he should go, instmct a 
child in the Holy Scripture, 
despise not their youth, give 
them a chance, allow them to 
grow in favor with ~le Lord 
and man, encourage them to be 
faithful, pray their gifts would 
be stirred up. 

Let us believe in our young 
people: they nre special to 
God. 
With proper instnlction in the 
word of God and continual 
prayer, they will be the 
effective leaders in the 
Seventh Dny Baptist 
denomination God would want 
them to be. 

• 

stress how all of God's creatures. 
,C 

should think, acl and be. 
During the day, there was always 

a treat, sort of a bonus, when the 
Wooly Bear6 would cmise in and 
show off the powerful strength "Big 
Guy in thc Sky" gave him. 111cy had 
food there, too, and it was special. I 
guess since they were in Wisconsin, 
all that was available 10 eat 
was ... cheese! Have you ever seen 
an Okrogly eat cheese? It's very 
wann and touching, really .. , il isl 
But no one can curdle up a wheel of 
cheese like a Green House Mouse 7 
with the aid of her Mices81 

Now it wasn't all just sit down 
and listen stuff. No, sirl Everyone 
played in the mudd, bopped a few 
mushrooms, played hide-n-go-miss­
c1ass9, and even went to old burnl 
down field to watch the Lounge 
Lizards 10 do their thangl 

To really spice things up, the 
same crew II from Mlltual of 
Omaha's "Wild Kingdom" that 
filmed the Flying Squirrel special 
tllped these young pups doing 
commercials for a wonhwhile 
product named Jesusl Similar to 
what Smokey used to do. 

To end all of Ihe rejoicing and 
frolic, the wild things travelled to a 
different neck of the woods 12, a 
vcry eleganl grove with lall 
timlx:rs, giant ferns, 
babbling brooks, rare nowers 
and, .. and .. .rried clams! Yeal 

I think it's safe to say, a 
wonderful time was really had by 
all, exccpt ... weU1 Except for those 
who weren't there. I wish all of 
these unfledged cubs could have 
stayed, 001 f guess they have to 
return to their own environment to 
do their thangillopefully, they11 
bring some friends of other speciel 
nellt year! Winter hibernation is 
noooo excuse; plus, nlmor has it, 
they're meeting at Ihe beach nelll 
year, Ilowever, it's SliII only a 
smull namorlllinl! lIinll UUI. 
seriously, there's this perfect (oresl 
thlll any animal could live in, and 
there's so much room, because 
there', barely any animals gra7jng 
their lives through its plulh, green 
mcadows now. So, let', fill it up, 
okay! 11'5 Aafe here. 

I. Animols: Campen from Milton, 
Bailie Creck, Uoolder, New JerICY, 
North Loup, Nortonville, and Dodge 
Ccnter (nol necCisarily in Ihtlt 
order) 
2. Green Turtle: 1. rlul Green, nc..n 
or Ihe Center on Ministry 

3. Make noises: sing songs 
4. Raccoon: Pastor C'Jeorgc Calhollll. 
from Battle Creek, Michigan 
5. Monkey: Matthew Olson, 
Director of Youth Ministry 
6, Wooly BelIr: Pastor Hm'b 
Saunders, from Milton, Wisconsin 
7. Green House Mouse: Denise 
Green, cook 
8. Mices: All who helped with food 

, . 
preparalton 
9. Played in the mudd, clc.: {~vcllill~ 
activities, slIch as "7 steps," 
"Balloon Stomp," etc. 
10. Lounge Lizards: Janesville 
Cougar Baskethall Tellm (I think) 
I\, MutulII of Omaha crew: JerelllY 
Iloward, video-camera opemtor 
12. Diffcrent neck of the woods: 
Julius lind Ilclen Henry's beautiful 
new home, which they grllciollsly 
shared with the campers on New 
Year's Evc 

r--------------- ,-- -, 

Rcad: Galatilms 6: 1-5 

Memorize: Galatians 6:2 
-"Curry each others' bur­
dens, lind in this wily you 
will fulfill the law of 
Chris!." 

Comment: In this excerpt 
from Galatians, Paul cmphll!i. 
il.cS the importance of dning 
good to all. Do you have 
this "doing" a\litude" II is 
one thing to spenk of God's 
love in us, but quile another 
to let God's love work 
through us. W c all should 
strive 10 express the love 
God hll.\ shown us by help­
ing cach olher whenever we 
can. By the !;antc token, we 
should ulso seck 10 do oUt 
fnir shure for the body of 
giris!. 
( This, tlten. is the law or 
Chrisl: thol we love clle h 
olher 05 God has loved u!;. 
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or and by Members of the l';~venlh DayJJa/JI\ Youth Fellowshi~ , 

by Paul R. Andries 
The popular song ,"The Greatest Love of 

All" is supposed to appeal to our youth's 
cry for love and affection. The song says: 
"Everybody's searchin' for a hero / people 
need someone to look up to / I never 
found anyone to fulfill my need / A lonely 
place to be I So I learned to depend on 
me," which leads the writer of the song to 
conlude that "learning to love yourself, it 
is the greatest love of aiL" Is this a true 
statement? If nol, what Of who is the 
greatest love of all? Our youth desef\4e the 
best answer, and the place to find that 

. lmswer is in the book of love, the Bible. 
The Bible is the only book that gives the 
concise and clear answer. In fact, I believe 
that the Bible was written for this reason. 
Let us look at John 3: 16 through our 
spiritual eyes: 

"For God"~the greatest 
creator-One who is able to bring into 
existence something out of nothing, with 
no raw material. One who is able to keep 
the universe from decaying and is able to 
keep his own from the snares of the devil. 
TIle one who is Omnipotent, 
Omnipresent, Omniscient, 
Sc)\'erelgn, Holy (Habakkuk l: 12, 13). 

"so loved"-thc grelltest love of 
nil-The purest and deepest love one 
could have for another, agape. The love 
that is witllOut reseTVution; infact, we.do 
not deserve to be loved by God, but "God 
commendetll His [love] towurd us, in tllat, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us" (Romans 5:8). He also loves us with 
un everlusting love (Jeremiuh 31:3). TIl is 
love is so unlimited that we will never be 
able to absorb all that is being poured out. 

"the world"-the greatest 
crcatlon-In Genesis 1, we see God's 
handiwork, by the uUernnce of his word. 
TIle resuhs nrc the 
creation of light, of heaven, of earth and 
fnlh. of day and night, living crentures, 
living crenture-c; after their kind, nnd man 
in Ood's imuge. Ood specificully nallled 
wlull man should have dominion over, and 
tlte trees that nllm could eut from, yet mnn 
disobeyed. Through this net, sin came into 
existence, "Imd Ood saw that the 
wickedness of mnn was grelu in the earth, 
nnd lhnl every imaginntion or the thoughlc; 
of his henrt wus only evil continuully" 
(Oene-c;is 6:5). 

"thnt He gave"-the !:realcst "1ft 
111111 could hc "I\'cn-TIuoughnut our 

i;THE GREATEST LOVE OF ,ALL 
lives, God has given u~ mlmy things; 
apart from the everyday needs, we've 
received compassion, comfort, and Christ 
through Calvary's cross!! God the Father 
saw that we were lost, and thus gave us the 
best that he had. He could have sent an 
angel, but instead he gave us his all. We 
ought to be saying "thanks be to God for 
his unspeakable gift" (2 Corin- thians 
9: 15). 

"His only begotten son"-the 
grelltest man that c\'er lived-The 
Son of Ood was with his Father before 
time was. He is co-eternal and co-exists 
with both the Father and the Holy Spirit 
(John 1: 1, 14; 
17:5). He has proven himself by the many 
miracles he has worked. 

"that whosoever"-thegreatest 
offC.'r to 1111 men-One will never find 
another offer that includes the entire 
human race. The "whosoever" includes 
every human being that ever breathed on 
the face of this earth. "For the grace of 
God lhat bringelh salvalion hath appenred 
to all men" (Titus 3:7). 

"believeth in Him"-the greatest 
faith one could havc-Why is tllis 
the greatest faith? It is wriuen in the 
Bible that Christ wac; hom of a virgin, 
lived a perfect lire, died on tlle cross for 
Ole sins of all men, rose from the grave 
and is alive todllY. By believing tllese 
tmths and accepting him as your personal 
saviour, tmsling him 10 take care of all 
your needs, you will express tlle greatest 
fllith one could have. 

"should not perish"-the greatest 

Director's Ditty 

punishment possible-Eternal 
separation from God. " ... but he will bum 
up the chaff (unrepentant sinners) with 
unquenchable fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels" (Matthew 25:41). 

"but have everlasting Iife"-the 
grclltcst Iifc-Life that has no end, full 
of love, peace, joy, comfort, relaxation, 
fun! I! At the return of Christ, "we shall see 
him as he is." The fellowship will be 
purer, holier, sweeter, bctter .... There'll 
be no more suffering, death, tears, sorrow, 
jealousy, for God will wipe them all away. 
We will be totally free from the bondage 
of sin and death . 

I believe the writer of "The Greatest 
Love of All" had good intentions; for it is 
one of the few songs that attempts to 
answer a common cry. Personally, I like 
the song, yet I have problems-big 
problems-with the phrase "learning to 
love yourself, it is the greatest' love of 
all." God is that love. His love is giving 
one's very bcst-dying on a cross-so 
that a sinful, corrupt, evil, heartless world 
"might have life, and that they might have 
it more abundantly" (John 10: 10). The 
greatest love of all does not lie in loving 
oneself, rather in one loving someone 
else, thereby giving all his eternal life. I 
pray that we would realize "the greatest 
love of all" is God's gift' of Christ as a 
ransom for us all. 

Paul is. membcrofthc Washington, D.C., Seventh Day 
Baptist Church. where he has been issued. license to prc.lch 
the gospel. lie also holds the positions or Sabbath School 
teacher and superintendent, and is a YF sponsor. He is 
in the pastoral department at Washington Bible 
College. 

Spring is in the airl Soon, many of us will abandon our shovels and gas up Ole 
power mower. 

It is n busy time for me as I visit as mllny eac;tern YF's lIS possible before lny 
"big move" to Janesville in May. This month, I plan to visit Berlin, New York, 
nnd the Hope Seventh, Day Baptist Church in Pennsylvania. Both of these groups 
will be bTIIlld-new to me. since I have never been to either church. I am really 
looking forward to visiting and working with theml 

I am sure nil of you arc anticipating your eventual freedom rrom school and the 
nice vncutinn which uccompunies it. In the menntime, go ny 1\ kite (and I really 
menn thIll, sincerely). 

Vital Statistics 
Ancntion 1111 youlh!! In less than two weeks, all entries for Ihe 1987 Youth 

Photo Contest will he dlle. Be stlre to mnil your entry to the Board or Christian 
Educlltion hefore March 30 to qllnlify for the pri7.es to he' given to four of the 
enlries!! 
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My tbes are curling 
(SDB Youth Retreat '86) 
by Brad Maltby 

Yes, our Creator is responsible 
for tons of fun. Once again I've 
seen it provenl For about six days, 
I observed some thangs that were 
really fantastic. 

. It all started out here, deep in 
the woods of MillOn, Wisconsin. 
There was a real special gathering. 
I'm tellin' ya! You should have seen 
it. There were types of animals I 

, from aaaaall over the country. Just a 
few of the living things I saw were 
Pigeons, Beavers, Midgets, 
Billygoats (but they weren't wild), a 
very rare type of Wabbit, Okroglys, 
several Yellow Belly Sap Suckers 
and even land crabsl 

It was organized tool You would 
think that after uniting animals that 
don't have much in common, they 
would be unkind and do nasty 

This month, I want to 
share with you a contribution 
sent in by Paul Andries (who 
also wrote the feature nrticle). 
It is entitled, "Give Our 
YOlmg People Hope," 

Give Our Young People Hope 
by Puul R. Andrlcs 

Let them know God cares 
Let them know tlley nrc 

special 
Let them know tlley are 

important 
Let them dream dreams 
Let them know they can be 

the best 
Let them know they nrc loved 
Let them share tlleir needs 
Let tllem be tllemselves 
Let them touch us with their 

dreams and needs 
Let them enjoy the 
fellowship with each otlter 
Let them know we trust and 

care for them 
Let tltem be real 
Let them know God's tmtll is 

~ The Truth. 

things to each other. wouldn't you? 
But, no, you're wrong! They had 
one major likeness. I can describe it 
with much relief in one splendid, 
easy to say word-Jesus! 

Of course, some of the animal 
life was in charge. For instance, 
there was a big Green Turtle2 that 
woke everybody up in the morning 
with stories about Colossians. 
There was even this craaaazy 
Raccoon3 that would jump up on 
one pffnicular marsupial and get 
everyone to make their noiscs4 at 
the same time. Afterwards, hc would 
tcll them how 
to make changes to be what God 
wants them to be, and then get 
everyone going with their noises 
again. '}hen it got even more 
excitir,g whcn this MonkeyS (that 
probably just escaped ... probahly) 
would fall in and wrestle with the 
animals' attention spans so he could 

I know it's hard to let thel11 go 
because we love them so ... 

Don't hold them because of 
fellr, lack of trust, our dreams, 
possible failure, otllers' 
immnturity lind their youth. 

Rather, train up a chil~ in the 
way he should go, instmcl 1\ 

child in the Holy Scripture, 
despise not their youth, give 
them a chance, allow them to 
grow in favor with the Lord 
and man, encournge them to he 
faithful, pruy their gifts would 
be stirred up. 

Let us believe in our young 
people: they nre ~pccilll to 
God. 
With proper instruction in the 
word of God and c()ntinuol 
prayer, they will be the 
effective lenders in the 
Seventh DllY BAptist 
denominlltion God would want 
them to he. 

stress how all of God's crelltures 
should think, acl and be. 

During the day, there was alwuys 
a treat, sort of a bonus, when the 
Wooly Bear6 would cruise in and 
show off the poweri'ul strength "Big 
Guy in the Sky" gave him. They had 
food there, too, and it was special. I 
guess since they were in Wisconsin, 
all that was available to eat 
was ... chccse! Have you ever seen 
an Okrogly eat cheese? It's very 
wann and touching, really ... It is! 
But no one can curdle up a whee) of 
cheese like a Green House Mouse 7 
with the aid of her Mices8) 

Now it wasn't all just sit down 
and listen stuff. No, sirl Everyone 
played in the mudd, bopped a few 
mushrooms, played hide-n-go-miss­
c1ass9, and even went to old burnt 
down field to watch the Lounge 
Li;r.ards I 0 do their thangl 

To really spice things up, the 
same crew II from Mutual of 
Omaha's "Wild Kingdom" thai 
filmed the flying Squirrel special 
taped these young pups doing 
commercials for a worthwhile 
product named JeslIsl Similar to 
what Smokey used to do. 

To end all of lhe rejoicing and 
frolic, the wild things travelled to a 
different neck of lhe woods 12, a 
very elegant grove with tall 
timbers, giant fems, 
babbling hrooks. mre nowers 
and ... and .. .fricd c1amsl Yea I 

I think it's safe to say, a 
wonderful time was really had by 
all, exccpt ... well? Except for Ihose 
who weren't there. I wish all of 
lhe~e unncdged cubs could have 
stllyed, but I guess they have 10 

rclUm to their own environmenl to 
do their thang I Hoper ully, theyll 
hring some friends of other species 
nellt yearl Winter hibernation is 
noooo excuse; plus, rumor has ii, 
they're meeting at the beach next 
yellr. However, it·s still only a 
smull rumor I lIintl lIintl nut, 
seriously, there's this perfed (orest 
that any animal could live in, and 
there's so much room, becau~e 
Ihere', barely any animals gr87jng 
their lives through its plush, green 
meadows now. So, let's fill it up, 
okayl It's sare here. 

\. Animals: Campers from Milton, 
Ballic Crcdc, BooMer, New Jersey, 
Nonh Loop, Nortonville, and Dodgc 
Center (Mt necessarily in that 
order) 
2. Green Turtle: 1. Paul Grecn, Dean 
or the Celltcr on Ministry 

, 
" .. 

3. Make nO'i~es: sing songs 
4. Raccoon: Pastor George C~lh{)un. 
from Batllc Creek, Michigan 
5. Monkey: Matthcw Olson, 
Director of Youth Minislry 
6. Wooly BCllr: Pa~tof lIerb 
Saunders, from Milton, Wisconsin 
7. Green House Mouse: Denise 
Green, cook 
8. Mices: All who helped with food 
preparation 
9. Played in lhe mudd, elc.: even inn 
activities, such as "7 steps," 
"Balloon Stomp," etc. 
10. Lounge LiZllrds: Janesville 
Cougar Basketball Team (I think) 
I \. Mutual of Omaha crew: Jeremy 
HOWllrd, video-camera operator 
12. Different neck of lhe woods: 
Julius and Helen Henry's beautirul 
new home, which they graciously 
shared with the campers on New 
Year's Eve 

r---------- -,,_ ... 

Read: Galatians 6: 1-5 

Memorize: Galatians 6:2 
-"Carry each others' bur­
den.~, and in tllis way you 
will fulfill the law of 
Christ. " 

Comment: In Ihis excerpt 
from Galatians, Poul emphas. 
izes the importunee of doing 
good to all. Do you huve 
this "doing" Rltitude? It is 
one thing to speak of God's 
love in us, but quite nnolher 
to let God's love work 
throul:h us. We nil shollid 
strive 10 express the love 
Ood has shown us by help­
ing each other whenever we 
can. By the SIUllC token, we 
should nlso seek 10 do (lllr 
fair share for tlle body of 
Christ. 

This, then, Is the hlw of 
Christ: that we love ellch 
other as God has loved us. 

-- j 
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The least common d~nominator 
The Sabbath School Class had started 

as it usually did with Deacon Faithful 
giving an overview. The Scripture 
lesson centered on the key verse from 
Galatians (2:20), "I have been crucified 
with Christ; it is no longer I who live, 
but Christ who lives in me, and the life I 
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave 
hims.elffor me." (RSV) 

Deacon Faithful was writing on the 
markerboard 'The Least Common 
Denominator." Underneath he placed 

. the fractions: 1/4; 112; 113. Mr. 
Newmember wondered ifhe was in the 
wrong place. "What do fractions have to 

do with Christ or the church?" 
he thought. 'Those three 

Deacon Faithful was 
writing on the 

markerboard "The Least 
Common Denominator." 

fractions do not even relate to 
each other!" 

Mr. Newmember listened 
carefully as Deacon Faithful 
explained that we are similar 
to fractions in our differences 
and must find a common Underneath he placed 

the fractions: 114; 112; 1/3. basis in order to relate to each 
other. He stated', "The 
mathematical concept of The 
Least Common Denominator 
operates in our churches. In 
our church, the different 
members who wish to relate to 

Mr. Newmember 
wondered ifhe was in the 

wrong place. 

20 

each other agree to the terms 
expressed in our church 

covenant." Deacon Faithful continued, 
"In fractions, the denominator is that 
number under the horizontal line which 
shows the number of equal parts into 
which the unit is divided. The 
numerator indicates the value or 
relationship of a part of the larger unit. 
The least common denominator is the 
smallest number into which all the 
fractions which you wish to relate to 
each other may be grouped." 

Pointing to the fractions on the 
markerboard (1/4, 1/2, 113), Deacon 
Faithful told the Sabbath School class 
that the fractions may relate only on the 

basis oftheir common classification or 
value. They must be changed in order to 
relate to each other. Finding the Least 
Common Denominator is important 
only if we wish to involve the separate 
fractions in interaction. It has no value 
if you do not wish to relate the fractions 
to each other. 

The,teacher said, "In our church 
being a member has value only if we 
wish to relate to each other in commonly 
agreed beliefs and actions. We come to 
study and worship together each Sabbath 
Day. We agree to do this. We agree to 
support the activities and work of our 
church. We have to change some if we 
wish to accomplish our goals. If1l4, 112, 
and 113 wish to relate, they mustbe 
changed to become 3/12, 6/12 and 4112. If 
we wish to relate to each other in our 
church, we must be changed also. We 
must find our Least Common 
De nom inator." 

The whiteheaded Deacon wrote three 
names under the fractions 1/4, 112 and 
113, on the markerboard: Mr. 
Newmember, Mrs. Oldmember, and 
Mrs. Interested. Deacon Faithful then 
asked the class how each was related. 
Mrs. Oldmember stated that she had 
discovered that Mr. Newmember's 
great, great, great-grandfather was her 
great, great-grandfather's brother. Mrs. 
Oldmember and her husband were 
retired. They had been members of the 
church all their lives. She was a school 
teacher in the local high school. 

Mrs. Interested, who worked for a 
local lawyer while raising three 
children by herself, pointed out that Mrs. 
Oldmember and Mr. Newmember were 
members of the church and, including 
herself, belonged to Christ. 

Mr. Newmember became excited. 
"Commitment to our Church Covenant! 
'fhat's the Least Common 
Denominator!" He suddenly realized 
that everyone was looking at him. He 
C01l1. 011 page 27 
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If I were an insect, -- what would I be? 

If! were an insect, what would I be? 
Let's see ... I wouldn't be a bee. 

Bees make honey, but there's the sting. 
I wouldn't be that sort of thing. 

An ant runs gayly round and round, 
but his own house is under ground. 

I wouldn't want to be a fly. 
Oh my! No one likes a fly! 

I wouldn't be a bug that bites 
or a scary one that runs at night .... 

A LADYBUG! 
A lady bug I'd be. That's for me! 

Ajolly little lady bug, 

Children's P~ renders 

You hnveeJ\ioyed 
Rocco, the young 
Raccoon, since 
Soplembel',1981, when 
Linda Cnmengn . 
introduced him nil n throo­
year-old. We said 
"farewell" to Rocco in 
the December, 1986, 
issue. We arc grnteful to 
Linda, wife ofPaslor 
John Camenga, Shiloh, 
New Jersey, and her 
artists for Over five yenrs 
of dedicated service. Tho 
Board efChtislinn 
Education wishes tojoin 
you in snying, ·'Thnnk. 
you, Linda, and may God 
bloss." 
---------------

a shiny orange lady bug who eats the bad bugs off the roses 
and larkspurs and the other posies­

A lady bug all clean and neat, 
with spotted back and dainty feet, 
with little wings tucked safe away 

beneath a coat that very gay. 
From spring time till the summer's end, 

I'd be your happy, helpful friend! 
by Susie & Mimi 

, 
l... ) 
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Even a child is Imown hy his doings, whether his worll be pure, and whether it be right. Provo 20: II 
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Marlboro-175 years of history 

Someone has said 
that it is difficult 
to discern where 

• you are gozng 
until you have 
some grasp of 

where you came . 
from. 

by Diane F. Cruzan 

. The year 1986 was a very busy year 
for the Marlboro, New Jersey, Seventh 
Day Baptist Church. It seems that Wf 
hosted everything that is possible to host. 
Due to the rotation schedules, this 
included both Eastern Association and 
yearly meetings. As a result, we spent 
very little time reflecting on our 
history; we were preoccupied with the 
demands ofthe present. And, perhaps, 
that is the way it should be. 

However, someone has said that it is 
difficult to discel'1l where you are going 
Wltil you have some grasp of where you 
came from. The Marlboro Seventh Day 
Baptist Church was 175 years old in 
1986. Major anniversaries, such as this, 
are good opportunities to pause and 
reflect on our historical roots. 

It was back in February of1811 (our 
fourth president, James Madison, was 
in office at the time) that a small group 
from the Shiloh, New Jersey, Seventh 
Day Baptist Church asked permission to 
separate and build a meeting house of 
their own. Permission was granted, 
and 26 people formed the charter 
membership. 

Fifteen ofthis group had the name of 
Ayars. There were three whose name 
was Campbell, two whose name was 
Crosley, and the remaining six people 
had the fonowing names, respectively: 
Kelly, Bennett, Wood, Bee, Bacon and 
Davis. Two years later, the first 
meeting was held in the new church, 
located about two and one-halfmiles 
northwest of our present location. It is 
our understanding that this new church 
was caned the Second Seventh Day 
Baptist Church in the Western Divi· 
sion of New Jersey. It was not unti11844 
that the church got its present name of 
Marlboro, after marl was discovered in 
the area. 

Then, in 1854, the present building 
was started, and meetings were held in 
the basement until May of 1861, when 

,---_._---------------'.- -
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the present sanctuary was dedicated to 
the Lord's service. We have had a total 
of30 pastors since our beginning. 

Some of the more important (and 
some ofthe less important) historical 
facts contained in our records are as 
fonows: 

May 30, 1813-A singing school was 
started, to be held once every two weeks 
from 4-6 in the afternoon, with three 
deacons chosen to attend to keep order. 

June 12, 1825-Sister Patience Ayars 
was appointed to sweep and cleanse the 
meeting house until nextJune for $2.00. 
It was also voted that each male member 
pay a tax of twelve and one-half cents, 
and each woman six and one-fourth 
cents, per year, for expenses of the 
church. 

June 1, 182S--Sister Patience Ayars 
was again appointed to sweep and 
cleanse the meeting-house. However, 
because she neglected to wash the 
meeting-house one time during the year 
1827, it was left to the women to decide on 
how much deduction should be made. 
They agreed that the deduction should be 
one dollar and that this deduction should 
be made each time this duty was 
neglected. 

June 7, 1829-Sisters Patience Ayars, 
Tamar Ayars and Eunice Moore agreed 
to sweep and sand the floor every two 
weeks for a year, free. 

February 3, 1839-lt was voted to 
consult our sister church, Shiloh, by 
letter, to know their minds, whether they 
were willing to have ajoint communion 
with us. Shiloh accepted the invitation 
on April 7, 1839. In 1841, it was voted that 
joint communion with Shiloh be held 
semi-annually. 

1840-The Sabbath School was 
organized. 
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1862-Ahorse shed was first . 
'discussed and later built; used until 
1933. 

,j 1880--The Ladies Benevolent Society 
was formed; later changed to Ladies 
Aid. . 

1880--The first "Chicken Picking" 
was held. This became an annual 
money-making project until it was 
discontinued in 1926 (46 years later). 

Most ofthe records after 1880 are of 
church improvements: installing new 
seats, adding foam rubber cushions 
recovering the three pulpit chairs, ' 

installillg a new heater, painting the 
church four different time's, and-in 
198?-installing aluminum siding. 
DUrJ.ng the last three years, we have 
reparred and improved our church in 
many ways and are, in 1987, begimling 
a remodeling pr9ject of our church 
basement. 

. We, at Marlboro, have pride in our 
hIstory and wish to faithfully build for 
tombrrow's believers. SR 

New~ from Old Sto~efort Seventh Day 
BaptIst Church . 
by Jeanette Appel 

Old Stonefort Seventh Day Baptist 
Church is proud to announce we have a 
ne~ pastor as of July 1986-Rev. Lacey 
Jomer of Stonefort, Illinois. Pastor Joiner 
is a retired Baptist minister who has 
served pastorates in Wisconsin 
M~nn~sota, Nebraska, South D~kota, and 
IllInOIS. He and his wife Ruby , , 

~ graduated from Moody Bible School. 
Pastor Joiner is fast becoming 

acq~ainted with Seventh Day Baptist 
doctme and enjoys The Sabbath Recorder. 
H~ ~nd R~by are anticipating attending 
MInIsters Conference in Battle Creek 
Michigan. ' 

Our congregation is grateful to the 
Farina, Illinois, church for donating 
some much needed furniture and 
equipment. Four trucks and drivers made 
a trek to Farina in November, where 
Deacon and Mrs. Stanley Crandall met 
us. We are sorry to see the Farina church 
close its doors. 

A recent highlight of our church was 
helping our oldest member celebrate her 
90th birthday. Verdi Campbell was 90 on 
Thanksgiving Day. In addition to a 

fa~1ily dinner, we secretly i'nvited her 
chIldren and their families to church 
so Verdi was surprised and delighted 
to have 15 members of her immediate 
family present to enjoy a special 
sermon, dinner and two birthday 
cakes. 

Verdi has five children nine 
grandchildren, 18 great- ' 
grandchildren and 10 great-great. 
grandchildren. She is a much-loved 
member of our congregation, and we 
pray God's blessings on her and her 
family. 

We covet the prayers of all of 
you. SR 

----- --------- ---- --- -- ---.-
----------------~ 

Old Stonefort is proud to announce 
they have a new pastor-

L Rev. Lacey Joiner--'{]'s of July, 1986 
- -----------------
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Berlin church honors long-time members 
by Jessie Stuart 

Our oldest 
member, 

Matie Bullock, 
has been a 

member for 89 
. years. 

24 

Those who have been members of the 
Berlin, New York, Seventh Day Baptist 
Church for 50 year§ or more were 
honored on October 25,1986, during the 
morning worship service. Eight of the 
11 persons were present and received a 
gold rose boutonniere from Deaconess 
Irene Greene. Church Moderator Elmer 
Stuart presented each one with a 
certificate denoting the number of years 
they had been a member. . 

Our oldest member, Matie Bullock, 
age 102, has been a member for 89 years, 
joining in 1897. She was able to attend 
in a wheelchair. Others honored were 
Ruth Canfield, Marion Bentley, 
Blanche Wilcox, Whitfort Bentley, 
Delmar E11is, Frances Ellis, El1en 
Yal'm ch uk , W. Robert Bentley, Erwin 
Greene and Arlie Greene. 

Special nJusic was provided by a 
quartet, and a solo-"Jesus Loves 
Me"-was presented by Geraldine 
Greene. 

Pastor Edward Sutton paid tribute to 
the honored members. "We give you 
tribute because, through the years, you 
have faithfully given tribute to Christ," 
he said. Deacon Paul Cushman led in a 
prayer ofpraise and thanksgiving. 
Former pastor, Rev. C. Rex Burdick, 
brought the morning message, "God's 
Leading," taken from the life of Moses 
in the book of Exodus. 

A fellowship dinner followed the 
morning worship service. 

On the evening of December 6,1986, 

our church was filled to hear the 
musical, "Psalty's Christmas 
Calamity," presented under the 
direction of Geraldine Greene and 
accompanist, Roberta Ellis. They were 
assisted by Dorothy Stall and several 
others. Twenty-three children from our 
church and the community, in grades 
one through seven, participated. 

Everyone enjoyed the children's 
wonderlul presentation, showing the 
message of God's love in song. SR 

Bonds to serve 
Florida Fellowship 

The Bradenton (Florida) Fellowship 
of Seventh Day Baptists have taken a 
step in faith by calling Leland and 
Lettie Bond to serve them as a team in 
establishing a new Seventh Day Baptist 
church on the west coast of Florida. 

The group has already moved from 
meeting in a home to meeting in a 
church that they are sharing with a 
Sunday-keeping group. At the present 
time, there is an average attendance of 
11, with a high of16. The present 
meeting place is: Abundant Life 
Fellowship Church, 804 22nd Avenue 
West, Brandenton, Florida. 

We invite all the winter guests who 
are in Florida to come and visit us. We 
would also like the names and 
addresses of persons in our area who are 
interested in our fellowship. You may 
contact Leland W. Bond, #93-570 57th 
Ave. W., Bradenton, FL33507 
(telephone: 813 756·8831). SR 
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. Listening to God 
Cont_ [rom page 15 

on the theoretical aspect, and the third 
term they hope to begin the hands-on 
training. What an exciting prospect to 
be able to help reestablish this vital 
addition to their education. 

Please do not neglect the other 
projects, though. Money is desperately 
needed for S.C.S.C. According to the 
treasurer's report, we are $5,000 short of 
where we were a year ago in this fund. 
This, of course, is the result ofthe 
popularity of the program and increased 
insurance and travel costs. 

This month I would like to share the 
benediction used at the close of the 
year's program booklet from the society 
in New Auburn, Wisconsin, sent to me 
by the secretary, Genny Pederson. 
Today, 0 Lord ... 

Let me stand for whatever is right 
and just and good; 

Let me keep the edges of my mind 
keen; 

Study ... Cont,frompagc 11 

gain new insight, to think, to analyze 
and to order our behavior on the basis of 
sound spiritual truth. 

How do it? 

MacDonald, in speaking about his 
own early development says: "[1 realized 
that] in was going to endure and 
become useful to the level of my 
potential, it was not going to be because I 
was talented or degreed, but because I 
had learned to take the muscles of my 
mind and work them into shape." To me, 
this says that Bible study must not be a 
"sometime" thing but a regular 
discipline. 

It wasn't until I went to seminary that 
I learned how to "rightly divide the 
word of truth." Until that time I had only 
had what I consider to be a rather 
surface understanding of Scripture. I 
am not suggesting here that you need to 

go 

\ 

.. \ 
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Let me keep my thinking straight 
and true; 

Let me keep my emotions in control; 
Let me keep my will active; 
Let me keep my body fit and healthy; 
Let me put right before interest; 
Let me put others before self; 

. Let me put things of the spirit before 
things ofthe body; 

Let me put principle above reputation; 
Let me keep my mind busy with 

worthwhile ideas; 
Let me keep my hands busy doing 

constructive work. 
In Jesus' name, amen. 
Till next month, when I pray the 

April showers will be showers of 
blessing on you. 

--------~------------_.- --

to seminary to learn to study for wisdom 
and understanding. In fact, Foster gives 
us what I consider to be an effective four­
step approach to study. 

1. Repetition. Scientific studies have 
shown that just the simple act of reading 
a passage several times is "significant in 
the learning process." 

2. Concentration. This one I could 
identify \vith right away. To Wlite this 
article I stayed home because at the 
oflice the telephone rings, people want 
to talk to me. There are too many 
distractions. Concentration helps you 
focus only on the subject being studied. 

3. Comprehension. This word is a 
synonym for understanding. This step 
leads \IS to insight and discernment. 

4. Reflection. To spend time thinking 

and ruminating on what we hnvejust 
read helps us to henr nnd perceive 
things in n new way. Foster says "it 
helps us to see from God's perspective." 

In his three rules of intlinsic study, 
Foster tells us we should read the 
passage three sepamte times. The first 
reading is for understanding. (What 
does the passage say?) The second 
reading is for interpretation. 
(What does the passage menn?) The 
third reading is for evaluation. (Is this 
important and what do I do about it?) 

What happens? 

Foster encourages us in our study to 
"expect to hear new things in a new 
way." I recommend the three steps 
suggested above 80 that we mny indeed 

I gain "God's perspective." Sit 

--- _._-----------------_._ .. ------_._--- ------------------------ - -----.- ----- 25 
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Obituaries 
Brauer.·-RogerErnest Brauer of 

White River, South Dakota, died 
suddenly on August 28, 1986. 

Roger was born on June 19,1927, in 
Struthers, Ohio, and was married to 
Alice Hemminger on June 7, 1955. They 
Ii ved in Ohio where they both worked as 
teachers. After retiring, Roger and his 
family moved to South Dakota. 

Roger is survived by his wife, Alice 
Brauer; five children, Vicki Mullner, 
Roger Ernest Brauer Jr., Pam 
Underwood, John Brauer, and William 
Brauer; two brothers, Gerald Brauer 
and Edwin Brauer; one sister, Charlotte 
Gillilard; and seven brrandchlldl'en. GH 

Tucker.-Lyle B. Tucker, 73, of New 
Port Richey, New York, died 
November 1, 1986, atHCA New 
Port Richey Hospital. 

Tucker was a retired auto salesman 
and a long-time member of the Alfred 
Station, New York, Seventh Day Baptist 
Church. 

Survi VOl'S i ncl ude hi s wife, Do)'cus L. 
'LUcker; his mother, Neva Trask; two 
sons, Donald of Washington , D.C., and 
Roy of Portland, Oregon; two 
daughters, Judith Peterson of East 
Aurora, New York, and Linda Patterson 
of El rna, New York; 11 grandchil dren 
and two great-grandchHdren. 
Al1'angements were by Howe Funeral 
Home, East Aurora. MFS 

ROWel-Merle D. Rowe, 83, a member 
of the B~ttle Creek, Michigan, 
Seventh Day Baptist Church, died 
on November 8,1986, at the home 
ofa daughter in Litchfield, 
Michigan. 

He was employed by the Kellogg 
Company in Battle Creek for 24 years be­
fore retiling a number of years ago. He 
had moved to Litchfield one year ago. 

Surviving are his wife, the former 
Nellie Lingle; three daughters, Dorothy 
Barker of Litchfield, Velma Richards of 
Huntinbrton Station, New York, and 
Helen Spieler of Lutz, FIOlida; two sons, 
Merle Rowe Jr. of Battle Creek, and 
Charles Rowe of Orlando, Flmida; a 
sister, Pearl Mosel' of Battle Creek; a 
brother, Fred Rowe of Decatur, 
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Michigan; 13 grandchildren; and six 
great-grandch i 1 dl'en. 

The funeral was held in Litchfield on 
November 11,1986, with commit~al 
service and budal in Battle Creek. 

" 

Pratley.-Carl A. Pratley, 67, died on 
November 18, 1986, in the hospital 
in Marshall, Mic111gan. He was a life­
long area resident and a member of . 
the Battle Creek, Michigan, Seventh 
Day Baptist Church. 

He retired from the Calhoun County 
Road Commission in 1982 after 13 years 
ofsm-vice. Earlier, he was employed as 
an auto mechanic. 

He is survived by his wife, the former· 
Zenith VanZandt; one daughter, Karen 
Thorngate of Battle Creek; four 
stepdaughters; one stepson; a brother, 
Floyd Pratley of Battle Creek; two 
sisters, Helen Field of Deford, Michigan, 
and Elsie Cavindel' of Tekonsha, . 
Michigan; and 13 grandchildren. 

Funeral services were conducted by 
Pastor George D. Calhoun on November 
21,1986, in the Marshall funeral home. 

Appel.-Rev. Albert Addison Appel, 
70, passed away on December 15, 
1986, at Halifax Hospital, Daytona 
Beach, Florida, after suffeling a 
massive heart attack. Born on 
October 25,1916, in Pope County 
neal' Stonefol't, Illinois, he was the 
son of Albert and Sarah (Lewis) 
Appel. 

Rev. Appel was a 1939 gmduate of 
Hal1isbul'g (minois) High School and 
was able to enjoy attending his 50th 
class reunion, which fell on his 70th 

. bil'thday earlier in 1986. 
On July 23,1938, Addison mm1ied 

Jeanette McSpmin in Wasson, Illinois. 
DUling the early 1940's, he farmed with 
his fathor and later attended Southern 
nlinois University, earning a two-yeUl' 
teaching certificate. He taught 
elementary b'l'ndes, combining tenching 
,vith preaching fol' eightyeal's in Illinois 
and New York. 

In the late 1940's, Rev. Appel became 
pastor of the Old Stonefort Seventh Day 
Baptist Chul'ch, and was cnlled to pastor 
the Fm;na, Illinois, Seventh Day Baptist 

) 
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Rev. Al bert Addison Appel 

Church (1953-58), where he was later 
ordained. During summers in the mid-
1950's, he attended seminary training at 
the School of Theology in Alfred, New 
York. Pastor Appel also se~ved in 
Leonardsville, New York (1958-61), and 
the Albion, Wisconsin, and Milton 
Junction, Wisconsin, Seventh Day 
Baptist churches (1962-80). 

In 1979, a heart attack, subsequent six 
by-pass heart surgery, and later 
congestive heart failure caused doctol's 
to advise his early (1980) retirement 
from the pastorate. Upon his retirement, 
the Albion church voted him Pastor 
Emeritus. 

Addison and Jeanette moved to the 
AppeJ..home farm in Stonefort during 
1982'io live with son AI. There, they 
rejoined the Old Stonefort church, 
which also conferred upon him the 
honor of Pastor Emeritus. 

Survivors include his wife, Jeanette; 
five sons, Al of Stonefort, Jim, Paul, and 
Rob of Janesville, Wisconsin, and Joel of 
Payne, Ohio; two daughters, Mona 
Reierson of Edgerton, Wisconsin, and 
Brenda Cornelio of Janesville; a brother, 
Edward, of Stonefort; nine 
grandchildren; and severnl nieces and 
nephews. Preceding him in death was a 
granddaughter, Kelly Appel. 

The funeral service was conducted 
on December 19,1986, at the Old 
Stonefort Seventh Day Baptist Church 
with the Rev. Lacey Joiner officiating. 
Interment was in Joyner Cemetery, 
Stonefort. 

"He has gone home to God." 

.- _ .... --'-~ . ----_ .. ------------------------- ------_ .. _--------
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Rev. Marion C. Van Horn Ordained to the Christian ministry 
dUling his first pastorate in the 
Salemville, Pennsylvania, Sevent.h Day 
Baptist Church in 1939, Pastor Vf)n went 
on to serve churches in Berea and Lost 
Creek,West Virginia; Brookfield and 
Leonardsville, New York; Fouke and 

Williamsburg, West Virginia; three 
daughters, Janet Thorngate of 
Janesville, Wisconsin, Josephine Rogm's 
of Belpre, Ohio, and Laura Hambleton 
of Port Orange; Florida; 14 
grandchildren; and seven great­
grandchildren. 

Funeral services were conducted by 
Rev. Dale Thorngate, son-in-law, 
assisted by Rev. Kenneth Van Horn. 
Burial was at Belvue Memorial Gardens 
in Daytona Beach. 

. Texarkana, Arkansas; and Daytona 
Beach. He served two three.year terms 
on the Seventh Day Baptist Commission 
(1957-60 and 1964-67) and was 
president of the General Conference in 
1966. DUling his service in Arkansas as 
shepherding pastor of the Southwest 
Field for the Missionary Society, 
churches were organized in Texarkana 
and Little Rock, Arkansas; Metnitie, 
Louisiana; and a fellowship in Houston, 
Texas. 

Constable.-Helen M. Constable of 
Akron, Ohio, rued January 18,1987, 
at the age of 65, 

Van Hornl-Rev. Marion C. Van 
Horn died on January 6, 1987, in 
Daytona Beach, Florida. He was 
born on April 28, 1909, in Gentry, 
Arkansas, the son ofC. Columbus 
and Laura (Whitney) Van Horn. He 
served 41 years in the active 
Seventh Day Baptist ministry. 

Helen was born February 14,1921, in 
Clarksburg, West Virginia, the dau'ghtor 
of Clevenger and Georgia Davis Barnes. 

She was preceded in death by her 
parents and her husband, Okey Edward 
Constable. Survivors i ncl ude one 
daughter, one son, three brothers, one 
sister, seven grandchildren and four 
graa t-grandchildren. 

Although she resided in Ohio, she 
retained her membership in the Lost 
Creek, West Virginia, Seventh Day 
Baptist Church, having joined in 1935. 

Marion Van Hom was baptized and 
joined the Fouke, Arkansas, Seventh 
Day Baptist Church in his youth. He 
was a graduate of Alfred University, 
New York (1937), and Alfred School of 
Theology (1939). He married Erma 
Josephine Burdick, a native of Alfred, on 
May 29, 1937. 

Active throughout his ministry in 
camping programs (Camp Joy, Camp 
!lannony, and Camp Miles), Rev. Van 
Horn was also -for many years-a 
leader in Boy Scouts, as well as 
numel'ous civic and ministerial 
associations. As Pastor Emeritus of the 
Daytona Beach church dUlinghiseight­
year retil'ement, his work included 
authorship of the 1 OO-year history of 
that congregation. In 1984, he was 
honored \vith a gold-headed cane by the 
Seventh Doy Baptist HistOlical Society. 

He is survived by his wife, Erma, of 
Daytona Beach; one son, C. Chris, of 

Funeral services were conducted by 
Rev. David Taylor at the Davis Funoml 
Home in Clarksburg on January 21, 
1987. Interment WaS in the Brick Church 
Cemetery, Lost Creek. .. 

Least common denominator 
Cont. from page 20 

was a local businessman and had recently become a 
Seventh Day Baptist. He heard himself saying, 
"We're all different. We are different sizes, ages, con­
ditions of health , interests, talents, and personal pre­
ferences. But we have a Least Common Denominator 
in our commitment to Christ. We agreed to accept 
Christ. We all were baptized and signed the church 
covenant." 

Deacon Faithful picked up a book by Lois Barrett, 
Building the House Church (Scottdale, Pennsy-
Ivan ia: Herald Press, 1986), and read from page 33. 
"Without clear understandings and some way to hold 
each other to them, any group can fall to operating ac­
cording to the standards of the least committed, and 
the least committed gradually drive out the most com­
mitted." He asked the class, 'What is our commit-

----------------- --
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ment? As a class? What's our Least Common 
Denominator?" 

Mrs. Interested felt it was the excitement from the 
Bible Study and learning how our commitment to 
Christ may be lived each day. Mrs. OJdmember felt it 
was faithful attendance and being with old friends in 
the faith. Mr. Newmember said it was the Sabbath, 
which retninded him of God's grace to his people. But 
they all agreed with Deacon faithful that their Least 
Common Denominator was commitment to Christ 
and each other as expressed in their church covenant. 

"For as in one body we have many members, and 
all the members do not have the same function, 80 we, 
though many, are one body in Christ, and individ­
ua1Jy members one of another" (Romans 12:4,5 RSY). 

What is the Least Common Denominator in our 
church? SR 

.•. - .---.... ---.---~----.-----,----
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Turku 

For the last two years, the annual 
letter sent to every SDB home by the 
Missionary Society listed as one oftheir 
goals: "to enlist, train and send 
missionaries to a new international 
field." In their report to conference in 
August 1986, the General Council stated, 
" ... Believing that Christ calls us to 
fulfill His Great Commission, and that 
our people need the challenge and 
inspiration of new missionary efforts, 
we urge the Missionary Society to give 
high priority to the realization ofthis 
goa1." Recommendation three of the 
Interest Committee on Missions­
International, which was approved by 
conference, encouraged the early 
implementation ofthis goal. 

We praise the Lord that he was ahead 
of us preparing a place, a ministry and 
a worker for a new work. In the spring 
of1981, a seminary-trained university 
professor, Thomas McElwain, a 
resident of Finland, joined the Salem, 
West Virginia, church as a non­
resident member. We let him share 
something of his spiritual adventure: 

"In 1977 I participated in a research 
project in Egypt and lived in a Coptic 
monastery for three weeks. This 
experience awakened a renewed 
interest in Christian faith. For the 
following three years I was active in the 
Society of Friends, Stockholm Yearly 
Meeting, although I was never a 
member. My relations with Quakers 
continue to be close and cordial. 

"In connection with my research on 
native American religion, pnd my 
work as a native language consultant 
for the Educa'tion Program ofthe Seneca 
Nation oflndians and for the American 
Indian Movement, I often met with 
historical reference to both German and 
English-speaking Seventh Day 
Baptists. I decided to investigate 

._- ._-----,------- ----- ,-

Seventh Day Baptists and visited a 
number of churches incognito while 
doing fieldwork among the Seneca 
Indians. I was impressed that I aroused 
neither flattery nor disdain in any of the 
congregations I visited. 

"During the periods of residence in 
Europe, I worked as a language teacher 
in various adult education programs, 
teaching English, French and Spanish. 
After finishing the doctorate (PH. D. in 
Comparative Religion from the 
University of Stockholm in 1979), I 
worked as lecturer in Abo Akademi and 
the University ofTurku and in the latter 
was acting assistan t professor from 1980 
to 1984." 

After becoming a Seventh Day 
Baptist, Tom held formal Sabbath 
services in his home in Finland for a 
year, with only the occasional visitor. In 
1984, those who were participating in 
these meetings covenanted together to 
form a Seventh Day Baptist church. 
Until the autumn of1986, they met in the 
clubroom of a bank on the outskirts of 
Turku for Sabbath morning worship 
and, on Sabbath Eve, at a youth center in 
another suburb for Bible study. Most 
recently, these meetings have been 
consolidated at the McElwain home in 
the center of the city, resulting in the 
attendance of several new contacts and 
a core group of nine. 

Several times in the last few years, he 
has visited the USA for his work and to 
visit his family. This made it possible 
for him to be a guest lecturer at the COM 
Summer Institutes in 1983 and 1985. He 
also wrote a book of verse, Handfuls of 
Corn, which was published by the Salem 
Seventh Day Baptist Church. His most 
recent wl'iting, an article titled "Seven 
Thunders," was published in the April 
1986 Sabbath Recorder. 

While Thomas McEI wain and his 
daughter, Anna Maria, were in the USA 
late in 1986, they visited the SDB Center 
in Janesville, Wisconsin, local SOB 
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churches in several states and met with, 
the Missionary Board €xecutive 
committee. The proposal for new work 
was presented for prayerful 
consideration a few weeks earlier after 

sin'ce this also seems to be a receptive 
I group. 
: In his lelter of January 27th, Tom 

an interview with Executive Vice 
President Leon Lawton in Wichita 
Falls, Texas. 

At the January 25th Missionary 
Board meeting, it was voted "that the 
board adopt as a new field, Finland 
(and the Nordic area), with Thomas 
McElwain, a member ofthe Salem, 
West Virginia, SDB Church as our 
missionary, effective February 1,1987, 
for the calendar year, the work to be 
reviewed beginning in October 1987 for 
calendar 1988." 

The initial objectives set forth for 
Missionary Tom McElwain were: 

1. To continue to fill the pulpit two 
meetings a week in Turku until 
someone can be found and trained to 
carryon that work. Outreach and 
nurture in Turku will constitute, at the 
the beginning, one-half of the 
missionary's work time. 

2. To continue outreach in the 
Helsinki area in view of starting a 
group there. 

3. To implement a new outreach. It 
has become apparent that the native 
psychology is not receptive to Baptist 
ways, either clinging to State church 
formalism or swinging into the 
charismatic movement. It has been 
noted that university students in the 
Sabbath Eve Bible study group, who have 
been exchange students in the United 
States, seem more receptive. It is 
proposed to acquire a list offormer 
exchange students and to approach these 
systematically, either by mail, 
telephone, or visitation. 

4. In the event that the new outreach is 
successful, to allow the Turku church to 
become independent of missionary 
support and apply all ofthe working 
time of the missionary to this kind of 
outreach. Pending on its success in 
Finland, it could be applied to the 
situation in other Nordic countries. 

5. To begin an outreach in Sweden 
among Finnish-speaking immigrants, 

------------' --_._---,-'--' 
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, wrote: "The cold weather has passed. It 
apparently did morc harm in central 
Europe where there were record 
snowfalls. We had very little snow, 
which increased the frost damage. 

I Personally, we lost our store of potatoes 

\ 
and apples to the freeze, but continue to 
use them in potato soup and applesauce 
with good results. During the cold time, 

I attendance at meetings was still good. 
i People came in helmets with only their 
i eyes showing. I have had several 
! inquiries and contacts, one from a 
I retired Adventist pastor who apparently 
" has had difficulty accepting Ellen 
, Wl1ite for many years. I have written 

him and sent literature at his request. 
We pray that his interest will continue 

, and I shall be able to visit him 
I personally. So I continue to be busy. I 
I have some ideas for starting an 

outreach among the Finnish speakers 
: in Sweden. Considering the situation 
: here, I think that could add to the 
I stability of the community in this 
! country." 
I We praise the Lord for his leading 
: and the provision of new workers 
I already on the new field. Tom's wife, 
I Ritva, is an English teacher who met 
I her husband while they were in school 
i in France. They are able to speak 
: several languages and know the 
i culture, Finland being her home 
, country. They have made it their 
I primary residence since 1973. 
, Let us uphold in prayer our new 

missionaries, Thomas and Ritva 
i McElwain, and their pioneer work in 
, Finland. Initially, they will be 
\ receiving only part-time salary from 
: the Missionary Society, depcmdingon 
, her work fOl' part of their support. Pray 
: that the Lord may bring many in that 
i land to faith in Christ and that several 
I of these will become local chuJ'ch 

leaders. Prny that wisdom, insight and 
strength will be given to know nnd to do 

, God's will. SR 

, " 

I investigated 
Seventh Day 
Baptists and lvas 
impressed that I 
aroused neither 
flattery nor 
disdain in any of 
the congregations 
I visited. 
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For the l:lst two y(~ars, the annual 
, Idter s(~nt to ('vcry SDn home by the 

Missionary Socidy listed as one of their 
goals: "to en list, Lmin and send 
missionari{~s Lo a new international 
fi(d(ll." In their report to conference in 
Aug-ust 1 ~)H(), th(~ Ccneral Council stated, 
" ... B('li(~ving- Uwt Christ calls us to 
fulfill I lis (;r('(lt Commission, and that' 
our people need the challpnge and 
inspiration of new missionary efrorts, 
we urg-e the Missionary Society to give 

! high priority to the realization ofLhis 
gonI." Hf'col11l1wndation three ofUle 
In tl'res L Co 111 III i t.t.e(' on Miss io n s-

I InLernaLiolwl, which was approved by 
cOnff'rl'nCf', encouragcd the early 
implern('lliatioll o('this goal. 

We praise the I ,ord that he was ahead 
o('us p!'('J)millg a place, a ministry and 
a work!'r ((1I' a new work. In the spring 
of19Hl, il s('rninary-tl'(lined university 
pro(('ssor, Thollliis McElwain, a 
J'(~sid('llt of' /t'illl:llld,joilH'd the S,llem, 
W('st \,ir~~ill i;l, church as a Ilon-
l'f'sid('lIt J\\('lIlll('1'. We Id him sharc 

,8)1\1<'t II illg orh is spiritual ndventurc: 
(, "Ill I ~J771 participatl'ci in n J'('scarch 
project in Eg-ypt and lived in a Coptic 
monast.('I',Y fol' three w('eks. This 
('xl)('ril'IH'l' <lw,lkl'n('d a rf'npw{'d 
iIlU'n'st ill (~h ristian fait.h. For the 
following t 1))'(,(' yeal's I was activ(' in the 
So('if't.v of' Fri('nds, Stockholm Y('<lrly 
l\ll'dillg,although I WaSIH'V('ra 
IlII'lllll('r. l\ly relations with Quakers 
('olltillUI' to h(' close nlld corelial. 

"Ill COlllIl'ctioll with Illy l'!'s('(lJ'ch on 
lIati\'(' AI)J('ric<l1l religion, [Ind my 
work as ilnativ(,lang-lIilge cOllsultant 
(i)r thr EellIc(Jt iOIl Progrnlll orlh(' S{'nf'cn 
Natioll ofIlldinlls illld for t1w AIllf'rican 
flldiilll l\IO\'l'llH'llt, I On('lIllW!. with 
historicllll'('(('rI'IlCl' to hoth (;('f'1ll(\11 and 
English-spl'aking Sev('nth Dny 
Baptists. I d('('i<if'd to in\'<'st.ig:ltf' 

Seventh Day Baptists and visiLed a 
numher of churches incognito while 
doingfieldwork among the Sencca 
Indians. I was impressed that I arous(,d 
neither flattery nor disdain in nlly of the 
cong-regntions I visited. 

"During the periods ofrosidenc(, ill 
Europe, I worked as a language teaclwr 

, in various adult education programs, 
teaching English, French nnc! Spanish. 
After finishing the doctorate (PI!. D. in 
Comparntive Hf'lig-ion from the 
University ofStoekholrn in 1979), I 
worked as lecturer in AhoAkadcmi and 
the Uni\'ersity of'Turku (lnd in the bUt'r 
was ncling assistant professor from 19S0 
to 1 DRtI." 

After becoming a S('v('nth Day 
Baptist, Tom held ('orilla I Sabbath 
sl~r\'ic('s in his hOlllP in Finland for a 
year, with only the occasional visitor. In 
198/1, those who w('rr participating in 
t1WSl' Illeetings co\,pnantpd togpLher to 
forlll a Seventh Day fbptist. church. 
Until thr nutullln of 19RG, they Tlwt ill ill(' 
clubroom ofn lJilllk on the outskirts of 
Turku for Snhhn(h lllol'l1ing worship 
and, on Snhhath Eve, at a youth center in 
another suburb f'or Bihle stud.\'. l\'[ost 
recently, these m('('tings h[\\,(' been 
consolidated at tlw l\lcElwain hOllle ill 
the center ofthe city, resulting in the 
alt.f'ndance of s(,\'f'raln('w cOlltacts (lnd 
n cor(' group of nine. 

S(>vernl ti niPS in the last f(,w ,Ypars, 11(> 
has visited the lISA for his work and to 
visit his family. This Tllnch, it possihlf' 
foJ' him to 1)(> a gUt'st l('ctul'l'l' at the C()~I 
SummN Inst itutps ill I ~)H;l and 19H!i. 11(, 
also \\Tole [l hook of'V('I'SI', /land/ids ()f 
('om, which was puhlislwd hy Ill{' Salem 
S(,WIl! h Day Baptist Church, His most 
/'('('('n( writing, ,Ill art icl(' till('d "SI'\'I'1l 
Thunders," WllS puhl ishl'd ill til(> April 
1 ~)H{) S<1 hhnt h I{('cord (' r. 

Whilp Thom<1s ~lcEI\\'nin ,111c/ his 
d:lught('r, i\nn;Il\laria, \\'(>1'1' in 111(' t:SA 
lat(' ill 1 DH6, tht',\' visilf'd t he' son ('('!lIn 
in,Jall('s\'illf', Wisconsin,locHI snn 
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churches in sev(,ral stat(,s';uHI Tlll't \\ith 
the l\lissionary Board {,Xl'cut i\'{' 
committee. The proposal for new work 
was presenteci for pra,yerful 
consideration a few w('(,ks cnrlil'r aner 
an interview with Executive Vic(' 
President Leon Lawton in Wichita 
Falls, Texas. 

At the Janunry 25th Mission<1J'y 
Board meeting, it was voted "that the 
board adopt as a new field, Finland 
(and the Nordic nrea), with TllOmas 
McElwain, a momberoftlw S<1I(,111 , 
West Virginia, SOB Church as our 
missionnry, effective February I, 19,~7, 
for the calendar yenr, the work to he 
reviewed beginning in Octoher I ~)87 for 
calendar 1988." 

The initial objectives set forth for 
Missionary Torn l\IcElwain w('re: 

1. To continue to fill the pulpit two 
llleetings n w('ek in Turku until 
someone can be found and trained to 
carryon that work. Outn'ach and 
nUl'ture in Turku will constitute, at tIl(' 
the beginlling, olH'-halfofUH' 
missionary's work tillle. 

2. To contilluP outreach in the 
I1clsinki arc(\ in vicw of starting a 
group there. 

3. To implem('nt a npw outr('ach. It 
hns become apparent that thl' nat i\'l' 
psychology is not receptive to Baptist 
\\Jays, either clinging to State chul'('h 
formalism OJ' swinging into the 
charismatic movement. It has IwC'n 
noted that university students in the 
Sahbnth Eve Bihle study group, who h;1\'(' 
heen exchange students in thl' t; nit.er! 
States, seem more I'ec('pti\'(' It is 
proposed to acquin' a list of f'o 1'1111' I' 
(>xchange stuciC'nts and to npPl'oach I h(·,,(, 
svstcmaticnlly, citlwr hv lll<lil, . . . 
telephone, or visitation. 

-1. In the evcnt thnt the I\('\\' out J'('<I('h is 
successful, tonllow theTurku church to 
h('come inclrpendplIt of missionary 
support and apply all ofthl' work ing 
time ofthe missionary to this killd of 
outreach. P(·nding 011 its SUt'C('SS in 
Fin land, it could hI' appl it,d to tlw 
situation ill other ~()rdic c()ulltl'i('s. 

5. To heg-illllll oLltn'ach ill S\\,(,r!f'lI 
among Finllish'sp(',lkillg illlllligr;IIlI.'-., 

~Inrch 191~7 

~:Ti\ 1I)l, 

111 hi"il,ttn 11LJ;\Il\J:\l',\·~~th,T()1I1 
\\Toll'TIlI' ,'(lId wl'at h('r h:l~ Pil~S('d. It 
;lpP;1rl'111 h- did 1\101'l' 11:11'111 in ('l'nt 1':11 
EUJ'(lpI' \\'11I'l'I' (hen' \\'('1'(' rl'cnrd 
~1\()\\{t1i". W(, had \'l'ry lilt Il' SIlO\\', 

which ill('\'I'i\SI'd tlw frost d:llII;I~~(, 
Pl'J':-'llll:JlI,\', \\'1' Inst OUI' ston' Ilfpot:lto('s 
and iIPPJt.S to thp f'n'pz(,,, but contirnw to 
USf' IIw111 ill poLIto S()IIP ,111(1 appl('S<lll(,(, 
with ~:()Il(1 rl'slllts. Duringtlw cold tinll', 
:lttl'II(I:III('I':1l nwvtillgs \\',IS still good. 
I'('opk 1':111\(' ill helllH'ts with on ly t Iwir 
('yl'~ SllO\\'ill~~, I h;\\·(' had s('\'f'ral 
illqlliril's ;Ind (,(lnLlCts, OIW ('rom a 
n't iJ'(,d ,\d\'('lIt ist pastor who nppan'nt Iy 
11:1 S h: I d dill i C lilt \' ; leT ( , P till g E II (' 11 

\\'hlt(, (II' nl:IIIY .\'l':lrS, I h;\\'I' writtl'll 
him :llld :-'1'1l! 11I(')';ilul'f':lt his f'('qlll'St. 
\\.(' prd\' th;1t his illtl'r('st will COllt illUl' 
:Ilid I ,,11;lil hI' ;Iill(, to \·i:-.it hilll 
pI'r:-'III);lii\'. ~I) I cOlltillll(' tolH' husy. I 
11;1\1' ~(11111' idl·:I:-. ('or st;11'1 illg :111 
OII(II';II·h ;)11111111-: th(, Filllli .... h :-.p('akl'rs 
111 S\\'I,dl·11. ('Olhidl'rillg t hI' situ:lt iOIl 
hl'J'i', I (hil1k th:iI could add to thl' 
"tallilll,\' (If'(11I' cOlllll1unity ill this 
COllIIII'\. 

W(, pr:lis(' t hI' Lord for his I('adillg 
;11)(l tl](' prm·i:-.ioI1 of'I\('W \\'orli.('rs 
;Ii rl'"d\' Oil t 1)(' III'\\' (il,ld. TOIII's ",if'{" 
Hit\',I, i:-. all Ellgli~h t('ach(,)' who llH't 
hl'l' hll ... h;lI1r1 ",hilf' tllI'.\· \\'('1'(' ill school 
ill Fl'al\('('. TIH'V ;)f'(' <lhll' to spf'ak 
SI'\'I'r;J1I;111~~II;lg('S <I lid kilO\\, tIl(> 
('lilt Il)'(', Filll;IlHIIH'illg 111'1' 110TlW 
(,()lllltl'\, 'l'h(,\' h;I\'I' lilac/£' it tlwir . , 

prlll);1 Iy l'f'"id('II(,I' sillc(' 1 m:l. 
1.1'1 II. ... Ilphold ill p)'aYI'r our rH'\\' 

1ll1 ...... 11111;\I·i('s, Thomas ;llIrI Hil\';) 
\lcEi\\,:lill, ,lllri t hf'ir pioIH'I'r work ill 
Fllti:llld. Jilil i;dly, tllI'Y willlH' 
1'/'('I'I\lllg Oil I.\' p;lrt·tillH' salary froll1 
t Il(' ~11"'''IOllill'.\' Socil,t.\', dl'pf'lIr1illg 011 

hl'l' wllrk «H' part ofllH'ir support. Pray 
th:1f tIll' Lord 1IIi1,\' hrillg fllillIy ill that 
Lillr! 10 (:Iith ill Christ llnd that s('\'('rnl 
Ilf'l h""", willlll'colll'P loc<l1 chlll'('h • 
1(·;ldl'l'-. 1'1;1\ t h;lt wisdoll1, ill"i~:ht ;llIrI. 
... 1 f'('II~:1 h \vill hl'f~I\'('ll to kllow ,llId to do 
( ;"r! ... \\dl sn 

I in vest i![a ted 
Seven t" [)a)' . 
Raptists and ICllS 

il11pressed tilal J 
arollsed neither 
flattery nor 
disdain in any of' 
the cOIl![re{!atioIlS 
I visited. 
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Ordination inPolishConferenc·e 
. On Saturday, September 27,1986, in the chapel ofthe Gorki 

Male church, a splendid ceremony was p'erformed: the second 
"laying on of hands" and ordination ofour brother, Roman 
Witek. Br. Witek is 30 years old, is married and has a very 
young daughter. He is the secretary of the Polish Conference 
and secretary ofthe editOTial office. He works part time, too, in 
a local church in Wroclaw as pastor, and as a member of the 
management of the Biblical Education Center Polish 
Conference. , 

Br. Stefan Matuszewski preached the Word of God. In the 

.! 

Sel'mon, he pointed out the great need for work in the churches, The ordination of Roman Witek. 
the work for our Lord. This is what carries a lot of experiences 

·W 

and difficulties. God's special help is necessary here. After the sermon, Br. Witek was ordained by prayer and 
"laying on of hands" by brothers/pastors J. Bujok, S. Kosowski and S. Matuszewski. We wished Br. Roman 
and his wife God's blessing in their everyday work for the Lord. 

Autumn baptism-1986 in Polish Conference 
On the 27th of September, 1986, the immersion of six members joining the Sabbath Day Christian Church took 

place in Gorki Male by Skoczow. The baptismal service began at 10 a.m. in the church hous'e in Gorki. Those 
were blessed moments for the persons who decided to sacrifice their lives to Jesus Christ, for all of us present, 
for the church, as well as for the heavenly host rejoicing at the conversion of one sinner. 

In the afternoon, Br. S. Kosowski spoke about God being full oflove. It is owing to this ideal, God's love, that 
the first human couple received the possibility of salvation, just after their fall. God desires to free us from sin 
and does so through Jesus Christ. The Son of God came to the earth to suffer and die for our faults. Baptism is a 
request for a clear conscience. It expresses the beliefin the beneficial power of Jesus Christ's blood, shed on the 
cross. 

After the sermon, we went to the Brenica River where six persons professed their belief in the Lord Jesus. , 
They were immersed in the waters of that mountain river in order, after Paul's' words, to be immersed in the 

death of Jesus Christ and to enter a new 
life-the way Jesus rose from the dead thanks 
to his Father's glory (Romans 6:3,4). 

Next, we returned to the church house to 
finish the ceremony of baptism. In the 
sermon, Br. Teodor Banas spoke about the 
apostolic practice of laying hands on newly 
baptized persons. The power of God's Spirit 
overwhelming the newly-born Christian is 
indispensable when starting a life with Jesus 
Christ. After the service, the pastors laid 
hands on the persons admitted to the church 
community, and the brothers prayed for the 
descent of the Holy Ghost. 

The ceremony ended at 6 p.m. with 
common singing, prayers and vocal 

77111 cnllClicin/es(or bnplismjllHllw(orc immerllion i'l the Bre'lica River. performance of the youth. The whole cermony 
was conducted by Br. Jerzy Adamczyk. 

It was a day fun ofspirituaJ 
impressions. SR 
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FitzRandolph retires~ .. 
Over 90 co-workers and Mends 

shared in a retirement celebration for 
Ivan H. FitzRandolph, business 
manager at the Seventh Day Baptist 
Center for the past five years. The dish­
to-pass dinner and mini "roast" was 
hosted by the SDB Center staff on 
February 17th at the Milton, Wisconsin, 
Seventh Day Baptist Church so that 
members of the General Council, 
meeting that week, could share in 
honoring FitzRandolph for his service. 

"Ivan developed for the General 
Conference and its age-ncies an 
accounting and bookkeeping system 
which we had never had and which will 
serve the denomination wen for many 
years," said Dale Thorngate, executive 
secretary of the conference. "With 
patience and professional skill he has 
taught the staff much about effective 
office procedures, for I van is a master 
teacher as wen as an experienced 

" manager. 
As master of ceremonies, Lean ne 

Lippincott called on individuals 
associated with Ivan at various points in 
his career to pay tribute-a succession of 
humorous anecdotes and grateful 
praise. Kenneth E. Smith, former 
president of Milton College, reflected 
(via cassette tape) on Ivan's years at 
Milton College where he was professor 
of economics and business 
administration from 1954 to 1982, 
serving seven years as chairman of the 
department and periodically as 
assistant treasurer, comptroller and 
business manager for the college. 

Others told stories from his years as 
radio announcer, as an accountant for 
General Motors, as a student at Milton 
College and as a member of the Board of 
Education of the Milton Area Schools for 
16 years. 

Ivan's twin brother, Irwin, speaking 
on tape from his home in Mesa, 
Arizona, delighted the guests with tales 
from their childhood as preacher's kids 
(sons of Rev. John and Emily 
FitzRandolph) growing up in Milton. 
His son JeffofVerona, Wisconsin, 

March 1987 

I contributed a family fish story and 
I tribute to the parenting that Ivan and his 

wife Virginia provided him and his 
three sisters, Sue Cruzan, Robill BHese 
andJi1I Groelle, all of Milton. 

FitzRandolph's areas of 
~esponsibility at the SDB Center have 
included accounting and bookkeeping, 
production ofpl'inting and duplication, 
personnel administration, building 
maintenance, and denominational 
treasurer functions. He is a member 
and deacon ofthe Milton SDB Church, 
which he has served as president, 
treasurer, and tl'Ustee. He is presently 
serving as financial secretary. SR Ivan FilzRandolph 

New business manager hired 

Jeffery S. Crandall, formerly of 
Tucson, Arizona, has accepted the 
position ofbusiness manager at the 
Seventh Day Baptist Center in 
Janesville, Wisconsin, and began work 
there on February 1, 1987. A systems 
software engineer in the U.S. Air Force, 
Crandall hasjust completed a 
bachelor's degree in business 
management at the University of 
Phoenix in Tucson. 

"We are grateful for the computer 
experience Mr. Crandall brings to the 

. offices here," says Executive Secretary 
Dale Thorngate. The position includes 
management of accounting and JefferyCrando.l1 
bookkeeping, fund distribution, 
printing and duplicating, payroll and 

, benefits, and building and 
maintenance. 

Recently licensed to preach by the 
Denver, Colorado, Seventh Day Baptist 
Church, Jeff and his wife, Denise, have 

I been members ofthe Tucson Fellowship 
where he has served as associate 
treasurer and worshil) leader. The 
Crandolls and their children are living 
in Janesville. SR 

) 
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Verona, New York -
Russell Johnson, Pastor 

Joined by Letter 
Verne Wright 
Betsy De Wright 

Joined after Testimony 
Sharon Warner 

Denver, Colorado 
John D. Bevis, Pastor 

Joined by Letter /_ 
Darcy Burdick 
Victor Burdick. 

Joined after Testimony 
Eialeen HauschjJd 

Rapill City, South Dakota 
(branch of Den vel', Colorado) 
Jim Gardiner,Pastor 

Joined after Ba ptism 
Shantell Maddox 
Cameron Maddox 

Joined after Testimony 
Shelley Maddox 
Arnie Maddox 

Fourth World Conference 
of Baptist Men to be held 

The World Conference 
of Baptist Men, an arm of 
the Baptist World 
Alliance, will be holding 
its fourth conference in 
July, 1987. 

The meetings will be 
held in Cardiff, Wales, 
from July 1·5, 1987. A 
short video tape about 
Cardiff and the 
conference has been 
produced and is avai1able 
for showing to interested 
groups. This can be 
borrowed from Dr. 
Archie Goldie at the 
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Baptist World Alliance 
Washington office, or 
from Doyle Pennington 
c/o Southern Baptist 
Brotherhood 
Commission, 1350 Spring 
Street, N.W., Atlanta, 
Georgia 30367 -5601. 

About 1,000 people from 
all parts of the world are 
expected for be present for 
this conference. 

Additional 
information about 
Cardiff or the conference 
can be obtained from 
David Beaumont, 
Holmestower Well wood 
Drive, Dinas Poweis, S. 
Glam., CF64TN, Great 
Britain. SR 

Keown.-A daughter, 
Jessica MacKenzie 
Keown, was born to Tom 
and Joan (Kurpguweit) 
Keown of Lincoln, 
Nebraska, on May 27, 
1986. 

Warner.-A son, Ryan 
Stanley Warner, was born 
to Wayne and Constance 
(Cummings) Warner of 
Rome, New York, on July 
6,1986. 

Sharon-Smith.-William 
Sharon Jr. and Shannon 
Smith were united in 
mal1iage at the First 
Seventh Day Baptist 
Church of Which ita Falls, 
Texas, on December 27, 
1986, by Pastor Bill 
Sharon, father of the 
groom. 

Jacob-Price.-Matthew 
Jacob, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
James Jacob of Pomona 
Park, FIOlida, and Carolyn 
Price, daughter of Aaron 
Price and Ida Ptice, both 
of Palatka, FlOlida, were 
united in maniage by Alan 
Crouch on December 5, 
1986, at the hi st01;C 
Madison House in Palatka. 

Kuzma.-A daughter, 
Crystal Joy Kuzma, was 
born to Mark and Joni 
(Goodrich) Kuzma of 
Grand Island, Nebraska, 
on August 1, 1986. 

Wright.-A daughter, Kerith 
Dawn Wl'ight, was born to 
Verne and Betsy De 
(Richards) Wright of 
Oneida, New York, on 
August 8, 1986. 

O'Brien.-A sen, Quinn 
Thol1},~s O'Brien, was born 
to Patrick and Cheryl 
(Abel) O'Brien of Carroll, 
Iowa, on September 5, 
1986. 

Tho rnga te.-A son, Josiah 
David Thorngate, was 
born to David Michael and 
Christina (Boyd) 
Thorngate of Columbus, 
Ohio, on September 8, 
1986. 

Layman.-A daughter, 
Melissa Gwyn Horsley 
Lauralee Layman, was 
born to Roy and Heidi 
Layman of Lubbock, 
Texas, on December 31, 
1986. 

- -- --- - ------------

The Sabbath Recorder 
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Partnership -in Ministry 
Our Wor{d Mission 6udge·t update 

You can be an active part of this partnership through your ongoing relationship to. your 
local church. At the san1e time, you can help to carry the responsibility of the partnership by 
supporting our combined denominational budget-Our World Mission. - Your dollars are 
needed to do the work that is the denOlninational agencies' responsibility in the partnership. 
Your prayers, ideas and reactions are also needed to support the work that Seventh Day Baptists 
are doing together. 

Not Raised 
42.48% 

Board Reports 
12.47% 

Designated 9,83% 

Undesignated 
35,22% 

P71u~ wftofe is greater than -dIe Sllm of its parts.' 

Pa.'tnership in Ministry-Actual VS Budget 
Needed .each month to raise budget: $38,762 

')000(1 .,..-----------------------• • • • • • • • • • • • 
3500(1 -+-----------------------
-'I',,--,n(', -+-----------------------.. '.,' ..... '.' 

2':·1))1) +-----------------------

15000 

IIJelOO 

5000 

o 
J F A [vi J J A 5 o N D 

~l ______________________________________ _ 

Name: ____ _ 

Address: 

City: State: 

Zip: ________ Church: _________________________ _ 

Please make checks payable 10 Our World Mission 

March 1987 

This contribution Is for: 
D undeslgnated giving 
o deSignated for: 

o Evangelism and Missions 
[J Christian Education (Sabbath School, camps, youth 

materials etc.) 
o Publishing (Sabbath Recorder, Leadline, Tracts) 
o Leadership Training (Ministerial or Lay Training) 
o Hunger Relief (SOB United Relief Fund) 
o Summer Christian Service Corps 
o SOB World Federation 

Partnership in Ministry 
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Let us press· on... Cont.{rompage 10 

for our family and close friends, but for 
those around usiwho are hurting. . 

Developing these qualities of 
compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience takes great 
perseverance. It is possible to be kind for 
short periods, but when circumstances 
press us, it is so easy tojust blow it and 
step back into our old nature. 

That is the reason Paul said we must 
constantly be aware of who we are being 
controlled by. We do have an obligation, 
but it is not to our old sinful nature. We 
are to set our mihds on what the Spirit 
desires us to. be, and then we are to press 
on in our pursuit ofa Christ-like 
character. 

Each day we train ours'e1ves in one 
lifestyle or another. We can htake 
excuses for our behavior and say "Well, 
that's just the way I am," or "I wanted to 
be loving and helpful, but you wouldn't 
believe the kind of day I have had," or we 

I. 

can choose to do what is right simply 
because it is right. 

Without the Holy Spirit's help, it truly 
is impossible to develop humility, 
kindness, patience, compassion and 
gentleness; but without daily training 
ourselves in these things, it is also 
impossible. 

there is an interesting tension in 
what the Spirit does and what we are to 
do. Some would have us think we can 
just let go and let God do it all, and 
others would have us believe it is all up 
to us. As I have staiii~~e Scriptures, I 
find that when we are WIlling to work, 
God enables us to become a people that 
he is happy to call his own. 

What a motivation it can be for us to 
know that as God's sons and daughters, 
we are to the "praise of his glorious 
grace." Press on in your desire to 
please him who has given you so much. 

SR 

Easter is theme of new Scripture meditations booklet from ABS 
Meditations from the Scriptures, slim 

enough to slip into a pocket for quiet 
reflection during a break in the daily 
routine, are now being prepared by the 
American Bible Society (ABS) for 
Easter, one of the important milestones 
in the church year. 

The 32-page booklet, with 
illustrations in full color, is called 
"Easter Lasts Forever" to signify that 
the Resurrection offers hope for all time. 
It is one ofseve1'Ol new Scripture 
publications for Easter specially 
designed by m'tist Nancy Carpenter. 

Other publications include passages 
from Luke's Gospel in leaflet form to be 
read and shared; a Scripture postcard 
for people to send the good news to 

------------------_._---.... _ .. - .. --.---- .--
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friends in other places; and a card 
designed to be placed on a meal tray 
and cheer up a hospital patient. 

An of the Scriptures are being 
produced in both the King James and 
Today's English (Good News Bible) 
versions, while the leaflet, postcard and 
tray card wi11 also appear in the 
Spanish "Version Popular." 

ABS senior officer Alice E. Ball 
reports that last Easter, churches and 
other institutions-including prisons 
and hospitals-ordered more than 21 
million copies ofthe society's special 
Scripture editions. Their main use, 
other than for Scripture evangelism, 
was as inserts in church bulletins and 
newsletters. SR 
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The Sabbath Recorder 

Keep a song in Iny heart! 

Enter into Illy heart, Great Heavenly King 
With gladness and joy, let every day ring! 

When worries and wrongs darken all high above 
God forgive! Wipe doubts away with Thy Mercy and Love. 

The Creator has Inade Life a 1110St wonderful gift 
Life with great power to lower or lift! 

The world He created, He holds in His hands 
There's no hUl11an soul who fully understands! 
When, where, how He knows secrets to elnploy 
Man, WOlnan, child, beasts, birds, fish of the sea 

Are conceived, born, mature as years quickly flee! 

Be you strong, weak or ill of whatever age 
e'od has chosen you to fill an important page 
He has given you talents, no other possessed 
He asks only that you give all of your best! 

Keep a song in your heart-Fill the air with gladness 
Praise with loving service, help to banish the world's sadness! 
A hundred years to the Master, is like a sparkle in the dark 

He alone can call His loved ones-When for Heaven to elnbark! 

-Flora Whitford 
100 years old Easter Sunday 1987 
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