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Help trim
our postal
costs!

Church seeks bi-vocational worker

The West Palm Beach, Fla., Baptist-Seventh Day
Church is seeking someone who feels called by the
Holy Spirit to work with our church leaders and
members to help with the Kids Club, lead out in
youth recreational activities, do home visitation,
plan evangelistic meetings, and assist in church
programs. Job opportunities are great, the weather
is fantastic, the members are enthusiastic, and a
number of contacts have been made in the commu-
nity. We need someone to do the follow-up work.

For more information, call Pastor William Vis
(407) 433-4717 or Jasmine Lynch (407) 684-2183.

Do you receive two copies of the SR
and need only one?

Do you receive one copy and don't
really want it?

Do you see other copies in the post
office trash can?

You can help us trim costs by trim-
ming the mailing list! Please contact us
soon and help us be good stewards.

Personalize your support for SCSC!

Are you looking for a special way to demonstrate
your support for the Summer Christian Service Corps?
The SCSC Committee now offers personalized black
T-shirts with white lettering and logo, made to your or-
der! Each shirt displays the SCSC logo and letters. Jan
Bond, a shirt design specialist, will then add the addi-
tional message of your choice.

If you are an SCSC “veteran,” you may want to add
the years of service to your shirt; a parent of a worker
may like to show support with a “Mom” or “Dad” mes-
sage; or a younger sibling or friend may wish to an-
nounce “future” plans for SCSC. (See picture.)

If you don’t wear T-shirts yourself, consider buying
them for your grandchildren. Or consider making a
donation of any amount for the Summer Christian Ser-  cost of $1,000 per worker, we need to sell a lot of T-
vice Corps. The Committee has assigned 21 workers shirts and receive other contributions to support the
to eight projects for 1995—double the number of future of our denomination and God's children who
some of our more recent years. At an approximate are touched by His SCSC workers.

)

(L. to r.) Jeanne Dickinson, SCSC “Mom”; Jennifer Layton,
“Future SCSC worker”; and Lora Dickinson, SCSC “Veteran.”

-_---n_-——-—--_-—--—_—--—H_—————-----_‘
Please send orders

; SCSC T-Shirt Order Form
for your shirts, along

with $10 plus $3 Name
for postage, to:

Address

Marie Davis, Treasurer
SDB Women'’s Society
38 Cook Road
Bridgeton, NJ 08302

‘e Please customize my T-shirt to read: SCSC...

2 Mom (J Dad a Alumnus/alumna 19
W] Project Director [ Supporter W] Grandparent

(J Other

Church Amount Enclosed$

Don't forget
to specify size
L, XL, 2X)

and your message (if any)!
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Who are Seventh Day Baptists?

Day Baptists are. Like other Baptists, we believe in:
+ the saving love of Jesus Christ,

is our authority both for our faith and our daily conduct,
 freedom of thought under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

The seventh day

through Jesus Christ,

Ifyou've never read The Sabbath Recorder before, you might be wondering who Seventh

« the Bible as the inspired word of God and a record of God's will for man. The Bible

» the congregational form of church government. Every member of the church has the
right o participate in the decision making process of the church.

God commanded that the seventh day (Saturday) be kept holy. Jesus agreed by keeping
itas a day of worship. We observe the seventh day of the week (Saturday) as God's Holy Day
as an act of loving obedience—not as a means of salvation, Salvation is the fres gift of God

Itis the joy of the Sabbath that makes Seventh Day Baptisls just a litle bit different. f you
would like more information, write: Seventh Day Baptist Center, 3120 Kennedy Road, PO Box
1678, Janesville, Wi 53547-1678. Phone (608) 752-5055; FAX (608) 7527711
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The Sabbath has meaning
for the world today

A panel discussion with SDB leaders
Reprinted from The Sabbath Recorder, November 1977

At the invitation of North Ameri-
can Baptist Fellowship (NABF)
leadership, this panel discussion
was shared at the October 1977
NABF meeting in Washington,
D.C. Presenters from the SDB
national staff included K.D. Hur-
ley, executive secretary; Herbert
Saunders, dean; and Thomas
Merchant, historian.

The authors of the discussion
(and their leadership role at the
time) were: Rev. Alton Wheeler,
pastor at Riverside, Calif.; Rev.
Herbert Saunders, dean of the
Center on Ministry; Dr. Edward
Horsley, Denver, Colo., church
member and former Conference
president; and Rev. Duane Dauvis,
pastor at Seattle, Wash.

Alton Wheeler: Some of you may
have read in the November 5, 1976
issue of Christianity Today maga-
zine an editorial by Dr, Harold
Lindsell entitled, “Consider the

Case for Quiet Saturdays.” What
was the point of the article?

Herb Saunders: The editorial sug-
gested that responsible Christian
leaders discuss this proposal: “We
propose that Saturday be set aside
as a day of rest for all peoples.
Those who choose to join in corpo-
rate worship of God that day could
do so, others could spend time in
their own way.” This editorial was
written in response to an earlier
Lindsell editorial in May, 1976 en-
titled: “The Lord’s Day and Natural
Resources.”

Our purpose here as a panel is
not to propose, nor give assent to,
any legislated quiet Saturdays—in

other words, Saturday blue laws.
Our purpose is to identify our belief
in the Sabbath as having meaning
for the world today.

Wheeler: With this as background,
let’s launch into the exploration of
a Biblical base for the Sabbath con-
cept. What is the Biblical founda-
tion ingredient?

Duane Davis: There are several
Biblical reasons, we believe, that
the Lord wants us to observe His
seventh-day Sabbath. It begins
with God's place of the Sabbath
in creation and His establishment
of the Sabbath when the people
were searching for their new free-
dom in the wil-
derness.

As we contin-
ue through the
Bible, we are re-
minded by the
prophets and by
Jesus’ example
that the Sabbath
is to be freed
from man-made
traditions that
had been piled
up all around
it. The apostles
kept the Sabbath
and observed it
as they shared
Christ through-
out the known
world. We see
it linked to the
eternal Sabbath
rest that God
gives to His
people.

Ted Horsley: Christ’s endorse-
ment of the Sabbath helps us un-
derstand that it had vital functions
for man from a physiological stand-
point and from the standpoint of
mental hygiene. It was designed
by God for man's purpose—not for
God’s purpose—and it continues to
function in that way.

Davis: God gave the Sabbath for
physical rest—rest for individuals,
the family, and the household
members. Even the land and the
animals were given a rest. The rea-
son for such rest was to “remember
the Sabbath to keep it holy,” be-
cause God set it apart as are-
minder of creation.
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Saunders: We believe also that
dJesus is God. If we believe that
Jesus is God and that He was in
the beginning with God, then His
Great Commission—stating that
we ought to “teach them to observe
all things whatscever I have com-
manded you"™—ought to be a key to
our understanding. If He is God,
then certainly His authority is real
and should be honored.

Wheeler: Might the acknowledge-
ment of the Sabbath as God’s day
shift modern man’s emphasis from
the worship of creation over to the
worship of Creator?

Horsley: In a recent address, an
obviously liberal theologian divided
Christianity into two camps; what
1 would call the evangelicals and
what he called “main-line protes-
tant Christians.” The “main-line
protestant Christians” he said,
evidence the “triumph of scientific
and rational thinking” which has
“down-graded or even eliminated
revelation.” This would indicate
that Job’s ancient question, “Can
aman, by thinking, find out God?”
has finally been answered and their
answer is “yes,”

We are led to believe that man
has displaced God and now is able
to provide his own revelation. Man
is now able to continue to “evolve
along with his environment” and
create his own heaven on earth,
thus worshipping creature rather
than Creator.

Man now worships himself. God
saw the danger and provided a
safeguard against it. With the es-
tablishment of the Sabbath came
the continuing memorial to His
creative power, the recognition of
man’s dependence on Him in whom
we live, and move, and have our
being—the clear evidence that God
had revealed himself. God is a
source of revelation as well as the
source of life.

Saunders: Aren't we talking, then,
about a shift from autocracy to the-
ocracy, where God is in control? We
have a personal need for God, and
the whole concept of the “holy” is
being one in completeness with
God. It is not we that live, but
Christ in us, living to discover
what God has to say to us.

Wheeler: We are lifting our eyes
above the horizons of human events
and history. We look to God, who
gives us a point of reference for ev-
ery verity of life including our ap-
preciation of the Sabbath.

Horsley: It is a mark of God's sov-
ereignty in this world and our ac-
ceptance of His sovereignty both in
the world and in our own lives.

Davis: The Lord spoke through
Ezekiel when He said, “I give my
Sabbath to be to them that they
might know that I am the Lord.”
Week by week, year by year, cen-
tury by century, God gives us that
sign that He is our creator and we
are to look to Him.

Wheeler: What are some of the
spiritual derivatives of cbedience to
God through Sabbath observance?

Davis: There is a real need for
commitment and discipline in the
Christian life. It's popular today to
say, “I'm a born-again Christian.” A
great many people claim to have an
experience with God. But when you
scratch the surface you discover
that there is a real hurting inside
and a real question about what
that claim means. People are
guided and influenced a lot more
by their own pleasures and self-
gratifications than to have a real
obedience in life. God is calling for
us to discipline our lives in obedi-
ence to Him.

There is real correlation between
His Sabbath and commitment.
God has a connection between the

things we decide to do for Him and
the commitment that helps us in
other areas of our lives as well.
There are spiritual derivatives
from obedience in love. The Sab-
bath takes on new creativity and
meaning in the life which blossoms
for spiritual benefit.

Saunders: Attitude and motiva-
tion are involved here, too. We
don't keep the Sabbath in order to
receive the spiritual derivatives,
but to free us to what God wants
us to be. We are free to receive the
benefits that are there.

Horsley: It was in that same spirit
that God gave the Ten Command-
ments—to set us free. One can’t
live in harmony by killing, stealing
and lying, and one can't live in har-
mony with God by creating false
gods and not keeping the Sabbath.
It was in the spirit of freedom and
acceptance that He gave those
rules for living harmoniously.

Wheeler: The ideal relationship
is the motivation of love, Through
such motivation we feel identity
and harmony with Him.

Davis: In practical terms, God
wants us to study His Word and get
it down in our hearts. The Sabbath
gives us opportunity for Scripture
reading, prayer, meditation and fel-
lowship. So there is a spiritual de-
rivative directly from the Sabbath,
because He shares it with us.

Saunders: The Sabbath brings us
“rest without guilt.” We can experi-
ence consecrated rest without feel-
ing guilty about it. God says: “T'ake
a rest, take some time, take a mo-
ment to free yourself to be what I
want you to be.”

Horsley: Isn't it true, however,
that any Sabbath, whether it is
Wednesday, or Sunday, or Satur-
day, or any other day can provide
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the same benefits you're talking
about?

Saunders: No, because the Sab-
bath is God’s idea. God has given
us something that is in His power
to give. And whatever He is willing
to give, He is going to bless in a
particular way. It's not my taking a
rest, but God’s saying to me: “Take
arest.” It's God’s idea, not mine.

Wheeler: The benefits are a result,
not of what we do for the Lord, but
of what the Lord had done for us.
The Sabbath has been given to ben-
efit us, to help us, to strengthen us,
and to regenerate us. Is He still the
point of reference?

Saunders: He is the point of refer-
ence, Without Him there can be no
Sabbath.

Wheeler: Are there any other ben-
efits that are derived from Sabbath
observance?

Saunders: Dr. Lindsell’s article
identified ecology as a benefit for
such observance. In terms of main-
taining our natural resources and
recognizing that everything God
made at creation was “very good,”
the Sabbath was given to remind
us that we ought to keep God’s cre-
ation that way. If we can contem-

plate God and the beauty of His
creation during a 24-hour period,
we're going to be much less desir-
ous of destroying it. If we had kept
the Sabbath as God intended, we
probably would not be in the eco-
logical crisis we're in today.

Wheeler: What then, is the effect
of Sabbath observance on our ur-
ban and rural societies? Does the
Sabbatic concept meet our needs
in this technological age?

Saunders: Our modern society is
looking for some kind of respite.
The Sabbath helps us to come to
the point where we can know and
love God in a very special and real
way. It is the refreshing and revi-
talizing presence of God.

The Sabbath addresses itself to
the kind of neurotic behavior that
is destroying the family.

The Sabbath reminds us to take
a moment, discover what life is all
about, find out what God has to say
to us, and if He has something to
say, obey it and understand it and
rejoice in it.

Someone wrote: “One of the
great responsibilities of the church
today is to create time for joy. To
create joyful time. Joy that cel-
ebrates the goodness of God and
the goodness of life which God has
given us. Joy that takes with a

If we can
contemplate God
and the beauty of

His creation during a
24-hour period, we’re
going to be much less
desirous of destroying it.

cheerful seriousness the privilege
of being thankful.” The Sabbath
does that for us.

Horsley: Is it fair to say that only
busy people can really appreciate
the Sabbath?

Saunders: The busier they are, the
more they would appreciate it.

Wheeler: Are we willing to accept
the observation that in this fast-
moving technological age, there is
a place for the Sabbath?

Saunders: It is imperative! People
cannot continue at such a rapid
pace and not burn themselves out.
The Sabbath comes as God’s in-
tended respite from the fast pace
of society.

Davis: Isaiah 58 reminds us that
the Sabbath is a delight, honoring
the Lord. We need to think about
the kind of joy that God wants us
to have—a delight and joy in Him.

Wheeler: Man has no more or less
time than he ever had. We find our
pace of life exhilarated when it is a
matter of choosing priorities. It is
possible for the Sabbath to find its
intrinsic value in modern times, if
we realign our priorities.

cont. on page 23
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Living by convictions,
not by convenience

A testimony for Sabbath Emphasis Day, by Myrna Cox, General Conference President

Since I was born into a Seventh
Day Baptist Family, going to
church on “Saturday” was just the
thing you did. Sabbath Day was a
church and family day.

This involved a lengthy trip as
the church was located in down-
town Denver and we lived out in
the country. We often entertained
people in our home for dinner after
church. Putting miles on the car
and gasoline in the tank was never
an issue with my parents.

As my sisters and brother and I
grew older, another trip was made
every Monday night to Christian
Endeavor. We took as many friends
as the car could hold! We always
listened to “The Lone Ranger” and
“Sky King” on the radio to pass the
travel time. The “Shadow” was on
the air for the trip back home.

Summertime always included
ten days of summer camp at Camp
Paul Hummel and two weeks of Va-
cation Bible School at church. I can
remember even now, what a won-
derful pastor and friend we had in
Francis Saunders.

The “Sabbath” and “natural”
were synonymous. I never thought
about it as convenient or not conve-
nient. It was a pleasant time of my
life. As far as being convicted of the
Biblical truth, I accepted it because
that was what my parents and
grandparents believed.

When I became a teenager, [
found that the Sabbath was not so
convenient. I had trouble with my
conviction toward it. I found that
as I gained new friends and got in-
volved in new activities, I could not
adequately explain to them why I
didn’t participate in school activi-
ties on Friday night or Sabbath.

I was popular enough, but I still

felt left out! I often wondered what
the odds were, considering our
small denomination of SDBs, that
I should be born one of them.

The summer between my junior
and senior years, I played on a
girl’s softball team. We were really
good and never lost a game. The
games were always weekday events
so the Sabbath was not an obstacle!

That same summer, our church
was having some evangelistic meet-
ings and the Rev. Loyal Hurley
came to preach. He stayed with my
grandparents who lived across the
street from us. I was thrilled when
he would play catch with me and I
would practice my “pitching.”

He was such an easy person to
talk with that I soon shared with
him my rather lukewarm feelings
about the Sabbath. I will always
remember Isaiah 58:13-14 because
of Loyal Hurley.

I had been baptized at age 12
and accepted Jesus. But again, it
was the sort of thing you did at age
12. I seemed to be a slow learner in
understanding “spiritual” things!
Rev. Hurley helped me to have
a real understanding of what it
meant to say “Jesus was Lord of
my life.”

I found as I matured, married
a Seventh Day Baptist, worked
outside the home, and became a
mother, the Sabbath was always
convenient and grew to be a day of
blessing! This is not to say that our
family never experienced hard-
ships, trials, and illnesses. During
these times, the Sabbath was there
as a refuge.

I never had a job where I had to
work on Sabbath Day and yet my
career as an executive secretary
and bookkeeper always flourished.

j Feature

I also found that as I share the gos-
pel of Christ with new Christians,
the Sabbath is not an inconve-
nience. To someone who has never
worshipped on any day, the Sab-
bath is an added joy to them. It is
the only day God blessed!

I believe that the worst thing
that could happen to anyone is
to have lived and died and never
known Christ! The second worst
thing may be to have never experi-
enced the joy of the seventh day
Sabbath! Some people may dis-
agree with the latter comment, but
if you have truly experienced the
joy of the Sabbath, you know what
1 am talking about.

Sharing the “joy” of the Sabbath
with someone who has not experi-
enced it is like sharing Christ with
someone who does not know Him.

I thank God for parents and pas-
tors who consistently kept me fo-
cused during my youthful days. |
thank God for His Spirit who now
keeps me focused and convicted! As
part of the teaching team for Natu-
ral Evangelism Training, I have
taught the phase on the “Sabbath”
many times. This has increased
even more my assurance in the Bib-
lical teaching for the Sabbath and
my conviction of it. God created it,
Jesus kept it, and the Holy Spirit
has sanctified it.

Jesus said in Mark 2:27-28, “The
Sabbath was made for man, not
man for the Sabbath. So the Son of
Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.”
dJesus is Lord of my life and Lord of
my Sabbath. This erases the word
“convenient” as part of my vocabu-
lary and makes “Living By Our
Convictions” real and joyful. I want
to “Joyfully Serve Him" and ob-
serve His holy day. &g
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A special day for my family

by Don and Linda Graffius, New Enterprise, PA

1. What does your famiiy do to make the Sabbath
a special day?

For us, Sabbath starts close to sundown on Friday
evening. We try to have our “chores” done by then. All
school books and business items are put in the closet
and forgotten usually until Sunday morning .

On Friday evening, we have “Game Night.” Each of
the kids choose a game; we play as a family. If we've
gotten a special G-rated video, we will join as a family
to watch. Usually we limit TV viewing on Sabbath to
Christian videos or Chris-

Feature

We do not go to town shopping for clothes, etc. or
grocery shop (unless it's an emergency) on Friday
evening or Saturday.

Yes, a Sabbath nap is normal for Mom and occasion-

ally Dad.

3. How do you keep the Sabbath as a holy day?
Of course, we attend church and Sabbath school
regularly. Bi-weekly, the kids attend Youth Fellowship
and Juniors. We participate as teachers and students.
I believe that these items

tian TV (no TV before set this day apart as holy

church). to God by teaching and
Before church we listen When Sabbath com es, learning about God, Jesus,

to “Adventures In Odys- we rest, change pace, and the Holy Spirit and His

sey,” a Focus on the Fam- change focus. It helps put Word.

ily radio broadcast. On g i into fo Cp S P We have picked up four

Sabbath morning we turn ouriives i us. other children for six

on the Christian radio sta- years to take to church.

tion and listen to South-
ern Gospel music while we dress, eat, and clean up the
dishes. Saturday night we have pizza.

2. Do you have any special Sabbath traditions or
practices? For example, what is unique to your
family; what do you do (or not do) on Sabbath?

On Friday evening, without ceremony, we light a
Sabbath candle during our meal. Of course the great
debate is who will light it and then who blows it out!
This candle is lit during breakfast and lunch on Sab-
bath Day, too.

For Sabbath morning breakfast we have “Sabbath
Cereal”—sugar cereal like Cocoa Puffs® or Lucky
Charmso. These are not served during the week.

We also try to have sweet rolls. We usually have
someone join us for lunch on Sabbath.

Our children (ages 9, 15, 17) have not attended
school events on Friday evening or Sabbath (up to
close to sundown—not too strict on that, about 5:00
p.m.). Our oldest has twice taken college entrance ex-
ams on Sunday after requesting a new test date. These
are normally given on Sabbath. They have been on
school sports teams, but have tried to choose ones
that have few or no Friday night/Saturday afternoon
games. If there were games, they did not attend.

For one Friday evening activity, we looked up Scrip-
tures about the Sabbath and discussed what they
meant and how we should apply them.

We believe this is spread-
ing God’s love and teaching it to kids who wouldn't be
going to church.

The kids are encouraged to attend weekend Youth
Christian retreats. They are also encouraged to par-
ticipate in church responsibilities such as leading wor-
ship, giving children’s messages, special music, Sab-
bath School secretary, teacher, ete. Occasionally Don
goes with another deacon on visitation.

4. Imagine you are talking with a friend who dis-
covers that you keep the seventh day Sabbath.
He or she asks you, “Why is that? What does it
mean to you? What benefits do you feel you re-
ceive by observing the Sabbath?” How would you
reply?

I keep the Sabbath because it is a way to show God
that I love Him and believe that He is in control. I be-
lieve He told us to do it. When Sabbath comes, we rest,
change pace, and change focus. It helps put our lives
into focus. The Sabbath prepares us to “take a stand”
now, so that we will be prepared for future persecu-
tion, if necessary. I {Linda) like the idea of being a “pe-
culiar people,” set apart and different.

We believe God created it, that Jesus abided by it,
and that the disciples continued to worship on Sab-
bath. Man (Constantine) changed it for his own pur-
poses. God never changed it to Sunday. The “Chosen
People” Israel still abide by it. R
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God’s Holy Day

by Lester G. Osborn

“God’s Holy Day” has been a
popular SDB tract over the years.
First written by the Rev. Lester G.
Osborn in 1956, the booklet has re-
cently gone to press for its ninth edi-
tion. For this month’s Sabbath em-
phasis, we present the first of seven
lessons from “God’s Holy Day.” Cop-
ies of the study booklet may be ob-
tained from the SDB Center for 50
cents each.

Origin and Early History

The instinct for a weekly day of
rest and worship is woven into the
fiber of every nation and race. And
small wonder—for God made it so
“in the beginning.”

The Divine rhythm of a healthy
life is six days of labor and one day
of rest.

A. The Institution

of the Sabbath—

Genesis 2:2-3

1. The earth was a formless
mass, “waste and void"—desolate
and empty, covered with dense wa-
tery vapors. But “the Spirit of God
was hovering over the waters.” In
six days, God brought order out of
this chaos, making it fit for habita-
tion. Then God created man on the
sixth day, after preparing every-
thing man would ever need for his
physical well-being.

2. But man—created in the im-
age of God—is a spiritual being. He
needs more than physical comforts.
So God established a religious insti-
tution for his spiritual well-being—
the Sabbath.

3. Analysis of Genesis 2:2-3.

a. Fact—the blessing and sancti-
fying of the seventh day.

b. Factor—God, the Creator.

c. Reason—God “rested” on that
day.

d. Purpose—to make the sev-
enth day the Sabbath.

(Note: In Hebrew, a little un-
translatable word—"“eth"—signifies
that the word following it is the
definite and direct object of the
verb. It occurs here before “the sev-
enth day” and before “it,” thus

=) Feature

showing that it was the seventh
day which was set apart and given
a special “blessing.”)

4. The week is an arbitrary divi-
sion of time. The earth moves in
relation to no heavenly body in a
cycle of seven days. This seven-day
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cycle has never been lost (see Gen-
esis 7:4,10; 8:10,12; 29:27). Nations
both ancient and modern have this
seven-day week, and two-thirds of
them call the seventh day “Sab-
bath.”

5. Mark 2:27—“The Sabbath
was made”—it had its originin a
_ distinct act.

B. For Whom Was
the Sabbath Made?

1. Mark 2:27, “The Sabbath was
made for man.” The Greek uses the
generic term, “anthropon”—the
race of mankind.

2. Was the Sabbath creatad just
for the Jews? What nationality was
Adam? He lived at least 2,000 years
before Abraham, the forefather of
the Jews.

True, the Sabbath was commit-
ted to the Jews (see Nehemiah
9:12-14, “made known to them your
holy Sabbath”), just as the Scrip-
tures, monotheism, and the prophe-
cies were committed to them—to
keep for the world. But the Jews
have no monopoly on the Sabbath
any more than they have on Christ,
who according to the flesh was a
Jew.

C. The Purpose of
the Sabbath.

1. Creation’s birthday—Genesis
2:2-3; Exodus 20:8-11.

2. Sign that God, the Creator,
is our Covenant Lord—Ezekiel
20:12,20.

3. For man’s well-being—Mark
2:27. Man requires rest, physical
and mental. Experiments have
shown that man lives longer and
accomplishes more when he rests
one day in seven (cf. Exodus 31:15;
43:21). Man needs spiritual refresh-
ment, too. The Sabbath gives him a
time for fellowship with God, time
to study God's Word, associate with
God’s people, and serve in the
cause of Christ.

D. The Sabbath (a)
compared to
the sabbaths (b).
1. Different in time of institution.
a. At the Creation, based on a
weekly cycle.
b. At Sinai, based on phases of
the moon.

2. Different application.
a. Universal and eternal.
b. Local, national, temporal.

3. Different in position in Mosaic
code.
a. One of the Ten Command-
ments, written by the finger of God.
b. Written in a book by Moses.

ground” (Exodus 3:5). Here He
says, “keep your feet from breaking
the sabbath”—don’t trample it un-
derfoot. God’s presence in the day,
as in the bush, makes it holy. One
may worship and commune with
God better on the day in which He
is present in a peculiar way.

F. Has the Original

Sabbath Been Lost?

We can trace chronology back to
Christ. He certainly knew which
day was the seventh. From New
Testament times back to the Cre-
ation, we see these three steps:
Luke 23:56, He “rested on the Sab-
bath in obedience to the command-

God blessed and sanctified the
seventh day, thus making it the Sabbath.
He never did this for any other day.

a. Kept inside the ark of the cov-
enant.

b. Kept in a pocket on the side of
the ark of the covenant.

a. One of the fundamental laws
of the theocracy.

b. One of the “ordinances.”

4. Different in the emphasis placed
upon them in Old Testament.

a. Death penalty for violation.
Prophets protested formalism in its
observance.

b. Desecration was considered
very serious.

5. Different in place in Jesus’
teaching.

a. He taught how it should be
kept—spiritual Sabbathkeeping
(Matthew 12:10-12; Mark 28; John
T:22-23).

b. He did not treat the impor-
tance of the “sabbaths.”

E. God’s Holy Day—

Isaiah 58:13.

God told Moses from the burning
bush, “Take off your sandals, for
the place where you stand is holy

ment”; Exodus 20:8-11, the fourth
“Commandment”; which refers
back to Genesis 2:2-3.

However, we need not go back
further than the Exodus and the
wilderness wandering, for God des-
ignated the Sabbath by a threefold
miracle connected with supplying
manna every week for 40 years.

In addition, the seventh days
coincide in our calendar and in the
Jewish calendar, which are entirely
independent.

Conclusion

God blessed and sanctified the
seventh day, thus making it the
Sabbath. He never did this for any
other day, nor did He uado it for
the seventh. What God does is for
all time, for God does not change.

It is interesting to note that
“sanctified” is the same word used
of the cities of refuge, which were
publicly proclaimed. Thus Genesis
2:2-8 seems to refer to a public
proclamation—practically declaring
a law for the Sabbath. Sanctifica-
tion of the Sabbath occured at Cre-
ation, not at a later time. %
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My mother led our Junior Chris-
tian Endeavor and taught my Sab-
bath School class for many years.
On at least one occasion, she re-
peated the story told by Harriet
(Mrs. T.J.) Van Horn. This story
was first printed as a tract by the
American Sabbath Tract Society in
1912 and reprinted in 1917, 1945,
and 1949. No doubt it is familiar to
many of our veteran readers. In
somewhat abbreviated form, I re-
peat it as a “Pearl from the Past.”

Her Wedding Ring

It was twilight hour at the close
of a beautiful Sabbath day, a
mother and daughter were watch-
ing the fading glory of the setting
sun. They had been exchanging
thoughts fitted for such a quiet
hour, while the daughter leaned
upon the mother’s knee. Now si-
lence had fallen softly.

Idly turning the flashing rings
upon her mother’s gentle hand,
Grace suddenly asked:

“Mother, why do you wear this
quaint old-fashioned little ring,
when you have such beautiful jew-
els?”

“I thought you knew, dear, that
that is my wedding ring, the gift of
your dear father on our marriage
day. To me it is dearer than all the
jewels in the world.”

“But why did he not give you for
your wedding ring one of the dia-
monds you wear, instead of this
plain circlet?” persisted the girl.

“My child, this was your father’s
choice, and for that reason I hold it

Pearls from the Past by Don A. Sanford, historian

My “wedding ring”

sacred. Its simple band of gold is a
symbol of the purity, the unchang-
ing and precious character of the
love between us. As a sign of that
bond I wear it, and the richest gem
could not embellish it. When he
placed it on my finger, the words of
the marriage covenant were said
which bound us together as hus-
band and wife, and thus it became
the sign of the covenant between
us. I shall wear it till death.”

“No wonder you love it, mother,”
softly answered the young girl. “I
never realized it
had so deep a
meaning.” Then
musingly she
added, “ ‘Sign of
the covenant!’
Wasn't that
what the pastor
read this morn-
ing in church?
What did he
mean when he
called the Sabbath day the ‘sign of
the covenant'?”

“Get your Bible, Grace, and turn
to the sixth chapter of Exodus, and
read the first seven verses.

‘I have established my covenant
with them,... And I will take you to
be my people, and I will be to you a
God.’

“Doesn’t that sound almost like
the marriage service?”

“Why, yes, mother, it does. And I
remember Jesus calls Himself the
Bridegroom. Here it is in Matthew
9:15. Again in Jeremiah 3:14,
Turn, O backsliding children, saith
the Lord; for I am married unto
you.’ Then John the Revelator
speaks of the church coming down
from God out of heaven prepared

as a bride adorned for her husband.

How interesting!”

“Now,” said the mother, “if you
read the story of Creation, you will
find that before sin ever came to

blight the world, God had ordained
those two holiest institutions, the
home and the Sabbath.”

“Why, mother, [ thought the
Sabbath was made when the Ten
Commandments were given,” ex-
claimed Grace.

“No. That is a common error. It
was wrong to take life when Cain
slew Abel, centuries before Moses
received the law, ‘Thou shalt not
kill.’ It was wicked to steal when
Jacob cheated his brother Esau of
his birthright-blessing, long years

before ‘Thou shalt nor steal’ was
thundered from Mount Sinai. You
see, Grace, the Giving of the Law
was only the clear statement of
great eternal truths, intended to
safeguard men from disaster.”

“Mother, I always thought that
when God said, ‘Thou shalt not,” He
was a terrible Ruler who would
punish us if we did not obey. Now I
love Him for His great kindness in
trying to keep poor little me from
danger. And yet, mother,” she
added thoughtfully, “while I can sce
a reason why we should all keep
these commandments, to avoid
trouble, what good does it do to
keep the Sabbath?”

“Ah, Grace, you just said you
love Him because He pointed out
to us these other finger-posts to
safety. This is the only thing He
asks us to do in those Ten Words
which does not have a self-evident

cont. on page 23
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Youth Pre-Con map to Camp Joy

£y Women’s Society page by Charlotte Chroniger
7z,
Ladies—come to West Virginia! . noRTR
0
o
vﬂ“‘@@e s ) W
US_RouTE 50 ShE e

“Let us consider how to stimulate Items that especially
one another to love and good deeds,  sold well included hand- ) AN
not forsaking our own assembling painted cards, hand-
together... but encourcging one an-  carved wooden items, tote i N
other...” (Hebrews 10:24-25 NASB).  bags, homemade jewelry, b ',\ QEREP‘

state magnets, afghans, H o ',Q\

Our family always looks forward  and larger craft items. c,m:":f € H
to attending Conference each year. Please ask the people
It's an adventure to travel to a dif-  of your congregation to CAMP oY
ferent part of the country, and it'sa donate items for the BEREA, WV x 3 é‘
blessing to see old friends and meet  craft sale. Price f‘ (304) 2’ §9- 2992 T % &S
new people. your items P &"

Conference is a time for reflec- ahead of time, %
tion, challenge, and revival as we and encourage Kl
seek to minister to our local congre-  some of your Lt
gation and community for the Lord.  people to help
It’s also hard work and long hours  supervise the
for many people. craft tables

Conference is an exciting week, throughout Con-
and I'm sure this year’s event will ference week.
be no exception. They can sign u

T Banquetwill b ey can sign up Young Adult Pre-Con map to Salem
held on Wednesday of Conference Conference.
week. A delicious turkey dinner is SCSC T-shirts
being planned, with a cost of $8.25  will also be sold. v “?"E
if you don’t purchase a meal ticket,  Bring some extra , WEST UNION 3 o1 CLARKS BURG-
and $2.30 with a meal ticket. money to buy T PENNSBORD, o BRIDGEPORT

We are happy to report that Bar-  shirts for those ;A-R';(-IE e ‘,\,g—)‘, il gl =
bara Barber of our Westerly, R.1., who cannot come P % —o ° us _RT 50 .
church will be the guest speaker. to Conference i 5“-{‘\% 9“\';?{“ i Eg'yrr‘\

Barbara is a fine quilter, and but who still sup- ' ¢ ¢ -
will talk about some of the Bible- port the SCSC Barbara is
theme quilts that she has made. program. i i i
We will also enjoy special music Plan to par- a fine quilter, and WI”.
and a Summer Christian Service  ticipate in the talk about some of the Bible-
Corps (SCSC) testimony. Women's Board theme quilts that she has made.

The SCSC Committee reports Annual Business
that 21 workers and eight projects Meeting Lun-
have been approved for this sum- cheon and the
mer. With a cost of approximately Women'’s Interest Committee. who will attend the NABWU meet- MINISTRATION
$1,000 per worker, we need around Most of all, pray. Pray for; ing in Argentina in late July and '1': ';’A::f::mnv HALL, ¢ u1f
$21,000 to fund SCSC for 1995. Be- +Conference President Myrna early August. In her absence, Vice 2~ HoP "J}"’““';,ﬁ“*;’“;% ‘ 4 x
cause of this, we need your help to Cox apd th_e program participants President Ruth Probasco will pro- : :1;::“2:: CAMPUS CENTER  p piane v::r vaLey Vet
make the SCSC Craft Sale the big- »Financial needs for the SCSC vide leadership for Board activities .- BENEDUM LIBRARY HALEY BLyp  wiRsIA g7
gest one yet. program—can you give? at Conference. 7- BREWSTER CHAPEL (e sl e HALL

Last year, about $800 was raised +SCSC workers, project direc- May the Lord provide the way 8- CARLaN AL ungvgﬂsmf © RaweLt ur PRE-CON
for SCSC through the craft sale. tors, host churches, training staff for many of you to attend Confer- (anivarsity S1g> “°§2’€.£3 ngoN

+Board President Donna Bond, ence in Buckhannon! 5
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SDB General Conference—Registration instructions g
o
| West Virginia Wesleyan College, Buckhannon, WV, August 6-12, 1995 g
aie
. - Meals: Meal tickets for the en- 4 & 5. Banquet tickets. Please 5 L T I Rl 2
July 15 tire week include dinner Sunday, register for the Women's and/or g — & o s ]
Any registration postmarked af-  August 6, through breakfast Sun-  Youth Banquets so we know how in 5 3 e’ 2 g 8 ] gg $ ﬁ 9 8 & @ gg
ter July 15 will require a $10late  day, August 13. There is no charge  many to plan on. Banquet prices o)) 8 8 o Nad @ g o 3 & e & £
registration fee per family. for children under 3. are discounted with meal tickets. 3 (o)} ® L w—w = “re s 5
A snack bar on campus will be - o x M M x % B B 2
+Hours to register: Due to cam- open at most mealtimes. There are 6. Off-campus housing. At- ?L I 2 @ 1SN = ‘g
pus use by another group, registra-  also several fast food restaurants tendees choosing off-campus hous- c S o s = S~
tion will not begin until 2:00 within two miles. Individual meals  ing please indicate your location 0 R4 =z v | o
p.m. on Sunday, August 6, and will may be purchased at the college and phone number. prar B Y < » RV % 8
. . . . . . [a Y] 5 2} < O el
continue until late evening. Hours  cafeteria for the following prices: © =2 2 § o | o halPy
are 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. and after 7. RV hookups. Spaces will be = | 83 2 ¢ £ |8 Y
| the evening service, Monday-Fri- Adults Child (3-12) provided on campus with electrical _(_Q o B CE :i' g
day. Breakfast $4.00  $2.85 hookup only for $7.50 per night. Bl= 8 g *® 2 £RE D2 27 Ha R -
If you are coming just for Sab- Lunch 5.00 3.50 Rest rooms/showers in nearby O X458 g 3 _“s-‘ ~3 %-‘ ’§ "—'; %’ § § % SRS} 8 E
| bath, August 12, please pre-regis- Dinner 6.50 4.55 dorms are available. e (s” "% _ 2 = T2 = '2 3 = '2 &= g o
| ter. For full hookups at $12.50 per ® o E u 5 \gf 5 5< 8 :éf .
Room: Costs are the same for night, Zickefoose Trailer Court is O u 5 2 S \/ l/ g o
-About the registration form: adults or children sleeping in beds.  just one mile from campus. See list- [ @ [ g o I & s 5 5 _g
1. Please list all names as you Children are allowed on the floor ing of campgrounds on back cover. (1)) ; - a Y = g P 1= TR~
. g Q 73 = O £ # =&
want them to appear on the official  at no charge. There are a limited a", s ' E B k) %" ¢ a O 49 ©
name tags, last name first. Ages number of air-conditioned rooms -Transportation: w— 2 . . 9 LL . é 3 5 2 §
must be given for those under 18, available, very few on ground floor. 8. Attendees traveling by air will e _§ 2 i P 5 . .
as well as last school grade com- Register early! Summer evenings be picked up at Benedum Airport, O |4 é 3 g E o3 103
pleted as of June, 1995. In order in West Virginia are usually cool, Clarksburg/Bridgeport, WV. Bus O 50 § | 3 *
to give special recognition to first- but you may want to bring a fan! depot is at Clarksburg. If you re- _— |G | £ c: 2
time Conference attendees, please There are several air-conditioned quire transportation, please notify E = ! = , % 2
identify yourself. efficiency apartments available. us of arrival and departure times, (¢}] E g 5 g
There is no charge for children =~ Two-bedroom apartments are $50/  either by pre-registration, or by o 2 B -
through 2 years of age. However, night for four beds, a couch, and contacting transportation chair- ) g § a9
all names must be listed to ensure  lots of floor space! Three-bedroom man, Richard Brissey (304) 782- (5 E i R T I T SO T R | B | b
that everyone attending is covered  apartments (six beds) are $75/ 2039. Requests for transportation o ; | ' = ~ =18
by insurance. night. Call if you have questions. must be made by July 15. .2 l o P <) g & B8 8T8 298 2 & B « = g
If interested, request “Apartment” '5'_ 5 i & g g g g § o~ % 5 o 5 gg [Zo} g v
2. & 3. Full week or perday.  on the form. -Nursery services: © = oy & & KL Bog & & 8
Registration fee: Everyone at- One older dorm (non-air condi- A Nursery room will be provided m w M % X M X w M w %
tending Conference, either full or tioned but shady and cool) has pri-  throughout the week of Conference. 5 & B
part-time, is required to pay the vate bathrooms for some rooms, Parents using the nursery are B % < N~
registration fee. It covers the cost of ~shared baths for others. Please asked to help for half a day some- ] 0 5 % *?,
college facilities, materials that are  request “Aggie Hall” if you prefer time during the week. Volunteers V ) g S ’ ’ ’ ‘ ’ é %8
produced and circulated, and insur-  this dorm. are always welcome! Additional :E = 5 = Y = 5 ot eNe
ance on each individual at Confer- paid staff is still needed. Please c d L * g a. 8 % g % g ﬂ 8 é o
ence and related activities. It also NO LINEN SERVICE! Towels, contact Chris Sias if you are inter- o 5 % 32 %’ 2 3 g 33 'g 3y 2B 5 2 8
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ber of people in attendance. be provided. [A limited number of . Q 5 3 E < OT< D~-< O ?: < O g
Great news! The SDB Memorial pillows and blankets may be avail-  Send completed form to: 2 3 > ; 8 *
Board has. issued a grant of $10to-  able if you are unable to bring your Larry and Jan Graffius g S 5 \/ §
wards registration for everv person  own. Please request on the form.] PO Box 241 28 % S g
who attends Conference—whether Lost key charge: There will be § g v % g ~ L
for one day or all week. [Besureto  a $25 charge for each key not re- Lost Creek, WV 26385 5 & = 5 £g 3 2 K
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TOTALS
6. If housing off-campus. Location: 7. RV Hookups (electrical): . .
please indicate: On campus— Regis., Housing, Meals =
Fhone: $7.50 x (days) = Late fee after 7/15 : $10 =
8. Transportation assistance is needed between (city) Les:kmlel each f’grsfd',‘ =
and the WV Wesleyan campus. @L:a Ss emo;m oa (; _
Arrival: Air#___ Bus# Date Time (a.m.) _ $s amount prepald =
(p.m.) (Carrier)
Depart: Air # Bus # Date Time____ (am.) Balance Due = ..
(p.m.) Checks to: “SDB Host Committee '95”
**Send form to: Larry and Jan Graffius, PO Box 241, Lost Creek, WV 26385** -

Guidelines for Christian Conduct at General Conference

SDB General Conference Regulations and Rules: Conference activity. But the sponsor’s responsibility does cover necessary trans-
Generally, wherever Seventh Day Baptists have held their sessions of General portation to and from any activity if not provided. This responsibility includes
Conference, they have left behind a strong witness for the Christ whom they serve and actions day and night in the dorms.
a spirit of good will because of their high level of morality and attitude of cooperation. 3. Local rules of the school and facility are binding on all Conference attenders unless
In order to maintain our witness for Christ, in order that our people may be spared changed by the Host Committee or the Gerneral Council.
from social pressures that might otherwise involve them in unapproved activity,and 4. Curfewhourswill be established for the consideration of others, for health reasons,
in order to help conscientious parents and sponsors of young people at Conference to and will mean that each individual will be in his own assigned room and quiet at
give proper supervision, and out of respect for those who need a good night’s sleep in that time. Such consideration should be the sign of a maturing Christian.
3 order to fulfill their Conference responsibilities, the following regulations have been 5. Socializingbetweenboys and girlsis to be limited to public areas so that noone may
P drawn up by the Youth Ministries Committee of the Seventh Day Baptist Board of have reason to question even the most innocent of intentions.
= Christian Education and approved by General Council. 6. A Disciplinary Council composed of two National Youth Ministries Committee
1. Allunmarried young people under 18 years of age in attendance will have theirown members, two Host Committee members and a member of the General Council
B parents or a sponsor over 25 years of age who are also in attendance at Conference. shall be established before Conference convenes. The General Council member
All young people will be assigned to rooms on the same floor of the same dorm as shall be chairman.
their sponsors. It is the responsibility of the youth to be certain that if dorm rates 7. The Disciplinary Council shall meet at the call of the chairman to deal with
are different, the sponsor and youth will cooperatively choose the dorm selected, infractions of the Guidlelines for Christian Conduct. Discussion shall be confiden-
(i.e. non air-conditioned vs. air-conditioned, etc.). tial and shall include input from the person(s) involved (and their adult sponsors
2. Parents or sponsors assume full responsibility at all times for the conduct and in the case of youth). Action requiring discipline may result in the person(s) being
discipline of the young people whose sponsorship they accept. Such responsibility required to leave the Conference facility (under the supervision of the adult
does not extend to direct supervision when youth are engaged in a scheduled sponsor) at their own expense.
Attention Youth!

We, the undersigned, have read the General Conference rules and regulations and agree to comply with them during the 1994 Seventh Day Baptist
General Conference.

As the parent of , I further agree that my child is legally responsible to the under-
signed sponsor, and that said sponsor may also make any necessary decisions regarding medical services.
Parent Date Youth Date
Sponsor Date
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1995 YOUTH PRE-CON MEDICAL FORM
CAMP JOY, Berea, West Virginia

Medical Form must be returned with registration by July 10, 1995.

Camper's Name Date of Birth,
Address

City State Zip Code
Emergency Phone Number

(Parents must fill out and sign this form)

Diptheria
Last Tetanus Toxoid

Date Camper was immunized aiainst:Rubella
Small Pox Polio

Does the Camper wear eyeglasses? Is the Camper under a doctor’s care for any
illness? What medication, if any, is now being taken?__
ill this medication be sent to camp?

PLEASE TO NOT SEND MEDICATIONS OTHER THAN THOSE ORDERED BY YOUR DOCTOR.

; Poison Ivy, Sumac, or Oak? ;

Is Camper allergic to: Bee or insect bites?

Penicillin? ; Other Medications? . Specify
Are there any dietary restrictions i i
Is Camper physicaliy permitted to swim? . Explain any physical
limitations?
Name of Family Doctor Ph.#
Has the Camper had: Chicken Pox ; Measles ]
Measles Vaccine ; Mumps ; Mumps Vaccine
Has the Camper had or been subject to: Heart trouble? ;
Convulsions or fainting spells? ; Rheumatic fever? ;
Sleepwalker? ; Bladder or kidney trouble? ;
Asthma or wheezing? ; Frequent stomach upsets? ;
Serious illness (specify) ;

Serious operations (specify)

EMERGENCY TREATMENT AUTHORIZATION
In case of emergency I hereby give permission to the Physican selected
by the camp director to hospitalize, secure proper treatment for, and
order injections, mediations, anesthesia or surgery for my child as
named above,
Signed Dated
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on Missions

England

In December, we received notice
of the death of Pastor Albourne
Peat of the Mill Yard SDB Church
near London. The fate of the Mill
Yard church is not yet known, but
anxieties were expressed about it
remaining a Seventh Day Baptist
church.

Let us pray that the church
members will not allow it to move
into another denomination. It ex-
ists as part of our denominational
history and is considered important
in the early understanding of the
Bible Sabbath.

Rev. Owen Lynch, the executive
secretary, reported that they were
able to purchase a building that
was a former mission church of St.
Bede. It is located in Birmingham.
The keys were turned over to the
Seventh Day Baptist Church of Bir-
mingham on August 18. Praise the
Lord for His generosity to these
loyal Christians!

Members of the Birmingham
SDB Church became involved in
the needs of our sister Conferences
by sending boxes of clothing and
assorted articles to Zambia.
Brother and Sister D.K. Elsey ob-
tained and sent material for the
uniforms needed by the women'’s
board in Zambia. Funds were sent
from the church, too.

The gifts were appreciated and
used in the evangelistic outreach
of Zambia. Praise the Lord for the
work and sacrifice of individuals
and churches to help our sister
churches in their need.

Finland

The work in Finland continues
as before with the addition of a
stronger evangelistic outreach in
the Helsinki area. The Missionary
Society helps with the expenses

during the year. Sometimes extra
funds are sent for Bibles and mate-
rials to go toward Pastor Risto
Sorsa’s work in Russia, Most re-
cently he has been working with
the churches in Estonia.

The leader of the SDB church
in Estonia has changed religions,
leaving the deacons in charge. Pas-
tor Sorsa has been working with
Heino Leon, a deacon for the Esto-
nia parish. Please pray for strength
and encouragement for Pastor
Sorsa in his work in those two
countries, and Deacon Leon in his
efforts to hold the parish in Estonia
together.

Mexico

Regular communications exist-
ing between the United States and
the Mexico churches allows us to
get an idea of what is needed in
their churches.

Only recently we learned that
Rev. Rosalio Camacho had been
involved in an automobile acci-
dent that totaled his car but only
bumped him about some. Praise
God that he did not get hurt any
worse,

However, the loss of transporta-
tion is real and he will be required
to purchase another vehicle. At this
point we are not even sure he has
the finances to do so. Let us pray
that God will afford a miracle to
furnish Rosalio the needed trans-
portation allowing him to reach the
churches and students to whom he

ministers.

Kerala, India

During my visit to India in Janu-
ary, I toured a parcel of land and a
building that was being considered
as the site of their Conference min-
istries. It appears that the Kerala
State does not want to recognize

FOCUS Church buildings
important overseas ., Lo

them as a viable religious group
until they have a building for their
headquarters.

Since real estate is so expensive,
they decided to combine their three
ministries into one building. They
want a building large enough to
house their place of worship, clinic,
and Conference business offices.

One parcel of land we saw was
being used as pasture land and was
barren of trees. It would need to be
built up and then the building con-
structed. We also looked at a build-
ing located on about an acre (U.S.)
of land, situated on a primary traf-
fic route. It was large encugh to
house all three ministries and cost
less than purchasing land and con-
structing a building half its size.

The land around the building
contains an established grove of co-
conut and rubber trees. Both groves
should continue to provide income
for another 10 years or more. The
building has poured cement walls
and floors common to that latitude
and climate. It will need some reno-
vation but nothing extensive. They
would be able to move in with very
little trouble.

Presently they are trying to raise
funds to purchase the building.
They will need help from sister
Conferences to make the purchase
because their Conference is very
small. Anyone wishing to help with
this project is welcome to contrib-
ute whatever they can afford.

The donations can be sent to ei-
ther the Missionary Society (ad-
dress below) or the Riverside, Ca-
lif., church to be included in the col-
lection that will be sent to Pastor
K.C. Zachariah in June or July.

A report of my trip to India is
available upon request. Write to
the SDB Missionary Society, 119
Main Street, Westerly, RI 02891. %
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Produced by the Youth Committee of ihe Board of Christian Education
For and by members of the SDB Youth Fellowship

May 1995

Youth Week at the Shiloh, N.dJ.,
church, February 5-11, was packed
with fun-filled activities.

Included were our usual pursuits
at the Youth Center (pool tables,
table tennis, and snacks) for grades
7-12 on Tuesday, and again on
Thursday for grades 4-6. These
events were only the lead-in to the
busy weekend ahead.

Every year, the youth are in
charge of the worship service. Our
aim for this year’s Youth Sabbath
was to be anything but boring.

To keep the congregation off
balance and attentive, they were
greeted with a handshake along
with a blank bulletin and a pencil.
This left the audience unsuspecting
when a second offering was col-
lected, enabling the girls and guys
to each have a turn as ushers. Scat-
tered throughout the service were
random announcements.

E

Senior High class (I, to r.): Chris Bond,
Kellie Mazza, Debbie Moncrief, Levi Bond.
Front center: Sylvia Bond. Others not pic-
tured: Megan Sheppard.

Youth Week a success at Shiloh

A highlight was a message not
for the children, but for the adults.
This parody of a children’s message
featured selected adults and par-
ents. Included were Carol Wendell
and her sister, Lois Mazza; Sandy
Layton; Owen Probasco; Richelle
and Bob McCrae; Charlotte Chron-
iger; and brothers Ron, Phil, and
Tim Bond. The spotlight focused
on two particular “stars” when
Margaret Bond had to come down
front to remove her eldest (51-year-
old son Ron) for misbehavior and
fighting with his brothers!

Three well-performed skits re-
placed a sermon on this particular
Sabbath Day. The first, under the
direction of teacher Jeff Sheppard,
was enacted by the Junior High
class. About the middle of the ser-
vice, a second skit was performed
by members of the Senior class, led
by Bill Probasco. Shortly before the
benediction, members of the Senjor
High class performed our third
skit.

Following the skit, Kellie Mazza
gave a brief testimony. And, of
course, our benediction included
the “Young People’s Rally Song,”
sung standing in an outstretched
circle around the sanctuary.

Following the service, the youth
were honored at an Emphasis Din-
ner. We rounded out the evening
with volleyball at the Shiloh gzym.

Early Sunday morning, about 22
youth and adults gathered for the
first annual Ski Trip. It definitely
had its ups and downs—with more
downs than ups! Most of us had
never been skiing before, so it was
quite a learning experience.

Special attention was given to:
learning how to stop, speeding
down the slopes, and attempting
the expert trails. All of this was
captured on photographs, giving
everyone at the church the chance
to see us at some of our finest and
most picturesque moments!

The Shiloh youth wanted to
share their experiences and what
they have learned. We found that it
is not easy to plan a church service
or to lead one. It requires practice,
creativity, and spiritual involve-
ment. Being together gives us good
friendships to lean on and grow
from.

Youth week is an excellent op-
portunity to see God at work, and
to witness what He can do in the
lives of today’s youth.

P.S. We collected over $110 from
our second offering! Maybe your
church should try it too!!

Junior High class (I to r.): Frank Mazza,
Mary Jane Jernoske, Ryan Wendell, Casey
Burdsall, Ron Campbell, Front center: Kris-
ten Turner. Others not pictured: Tara Wool-
bert, Kori Zahn, Josh Richie.
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The President’s Page
“Joyfully Serve...”

Joy in the desert

by Myrna Cox

As I write this article for the
May “President’s Page,” I am sit-
ting in the desert below Phoenix,
Ariz., on the United States/Mexico
border. We are camped at Organ
Pipe National Monument, six miles
from the border crossing to Puerto
Penasco.

This is one of our favorite spots.
We have been coming here every
spring break for over 25 years.

This year, due to the rains, the
wild flowers and blooms on the
cacti are outstanding. You can al-
so be guaranteed a glorious sunset
every evening. The abundant sun-
shine and tranquility is interrupted
only by the singing of birds. It truly
lends itself to contemplating this
month’s theme: “The Sabbath.”

The following list was posted at
the Information Center. While it is

there to remind us of ecological
rules, I felt an analogy might be
made between the “Sabbath” and
the “plastic bottle.”

“How Long Will Litter Last?”
Cigarette Butts:
1-5 years
Aluminum Cans & Tabs:
80-100 years
Glass Bottles:
1,000,000 years
Plastic Bags:
10-20 years
Plastic Coated Paper:
5 years
Plastic Film Container:
20-30 years
Nylon Fabric:
30-40 years
Leather:
Up to 50 years
Wool Sox:
1-5 years
Orange & Banana Peels:
Up to 2 years
Tin Cans:
Up to 50 years
Plastic Six Pack Holders:
100 years
Plastic Bottles:
Indefinitely
Organ Pipe Cactus
National Monument

In the creation story in Genesis
2:2-3, we find that “God rested on
the seventh day; He made it holy
and blessed it.” In Exodus 20, He
gave the Ten Commandments to
Moses. Verse 8 says, “Remember
the Sabbatk: day by keeping it
holy.”

When Jesus came, He said in
Matthew 5:17-20, that He “did not
come to abolish the laws, but to ful-
fill them.” Then, in Mark 2:27-28,

He said, “The Sabbath was made
for man, not man for the Sab-
bath...” Notice He did not say that
the Sabbath was made for the
Jews. He said the Sabbath was
made for Man, and nothing in the
law will disappear until everything
God has planned is accomplished!

If the Sabbath is like a plastic
bottle and is going to last indefi-
nitely, then how you fill your plas-
tic bottle (or use your Sabbath) be-
comes paramount to God’s plan.
One cannot discard, or treat as no
consequence, the practice of Sab-
bathkeeping. Loving observance of
the Sabbath truth is our responsi-
bility and privilege.

“If you keep your feet from
breaking the Sabbath and from do-
ing as you please on my holy day, if
you call the Sabbath a delight and
the Lord’s holy day honorable, and
if you honor it by not going your
own way and not doing as you
please or speaking idle words, then
you will find your joy in the Lord”
(Isaiah 58:13-14a NIV). %
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“Max Hall” gets use, honors saints

Next to the Seventh Day Baptist
parsonage in Berlin, N.Y., stands
a small, two-story white house. It
doesn’t look like anything special.
No one lives there. In fact, we get a
kick out of watching salesmen un-
successfully trying to get someone
to answer the door.

The building belongs to the SDB
Church of Berlin, and is known to
locals as “Max Hall.”

Though the building is un-
obtrusive, it is highly used by the
church and community. It houses
Children’s and Teen Sabbath
School. It is home to the Berlin
Community Food Closet. Two
teen Bible studies meet there
every week.

Headstart uses the building one
day a week. Adult Bible studies
and committee meetings are held at
least once a week. In the summer,
it is used for Community Vacation
Bible School.

In spite of all of this, people have
difficulty finding “Max Hall.” So
this fall, a sign was erected in front

of the building as part of our
church’s goals, which grew
out of MORE 2000 (Mission
of Revival and Evangelism).

The sign served two pur-
poses. First, it made the
building more visible to the
community. Second, it al-
lowed the church to formal-
ly recognize Paul and Ruby
Maxson, who were instrumen-
tal in obtaining the building
for the church many years
ago.

In addition to the sign, a
plaque was installed inside
the front door with the follow-
ing inscription:

Maxson Fellowship Hall
This building,
Maxson Fellowship Hall,
is so named in honor of
Rev. Paul and Ruby Maxson,
who served the Seventh Day
Baptist Church of Berlin
for 82 years.
1940-1971

“Seventh Day Baptist
.- Church'of Berlin

47N, Main

-

We are excited because of the
new visibility Max Hall has, and
pleased to be able to honor Rev.
Paul and Ruby Maxson’s contribu-
tion to the Berlin SDB Church. S

News

Church, pastor celebrate 10th anniversary

by Ruth Parker

The Plainfield, N.J., church hon-
ored Pastor Joe and Joyce Samuels
for their 10th anniversary of serv-
ing this congregation. The delight-
ful celebration was held on Febru-
ary 25, 1995, with an attendance
of 130.

The all-day program was coordi-
nated by Jackie Fongh, one of the
church’s new members, and Dea-
coness Kay Maltby.

Deacon Tom Sheffield led the
worship service, while Pastor Joe
and Joyce sat at the front of the
congregation. Tributes were given
by Deacon Woodley Dewar;

Rudolph Samuels, Pastor Joe's
brother; Joyce’s sister, Anita Lo-
ney, who sang a lovely solo; Vera
Stewart of the New York City SDB
Church; and Buford Oliver, another
of our newest members.

A soprano solo was shared by
Julia Coleman of the Hope SDB
Church, Philadelphia, Pa. Greet-
ings from the Jamaica Conference
were read by Cormeth Lawrence,
also of the Hope church. Our
church moderator, Douglas
Wheeler, presented gifts to the
Samuels.

Pastor Joe’s nephew, Pastor An-
drew Samuels of the Miami, Fla.,

SDB Church, gave the message on
“Encouraging the Shepherd.” Mary
Jane McPherson of the Raritan
Valley SDB Church, Bridgewater,
N.J., played the closing song on the
piano—“Bind Us Together.”

Pastor Kenroy Cruickshank of
the Hope church offered the bless-
ing before the fellowship dinner,
which was partially furnished by
the Raritan Valley church. After
the dinner, Deacon Ronald and Kay
Maltby led a time of sharing when
others expressed their appreciation
of the Samuels. An appreciation
basket was also presented. Dessert
followed the Samuels’ response.
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The Sabbath, cont. from page 6

Horsley: Can we really relate Bib-
lical Sabbath observance with Sab-
bath observance today?

Saunders: Yes! Sabbath obser-
vance brings us to a point of being
responsible to God. When we real-
ize that God is in it—that God has
an intended purpose for it, and that
it was His idea in the first place—
then we become responsible to
Him. God will make it possible for
a person to relate in a very specific
way to Him.

Davis: The Biblical principles of
the Sabbath are eternal. Jesus
Christ is the same, yesterday, to-
day, and forever. As we look at the
quality of observance that He had
as our living example, we can see
His Sabbath interpretation when
He said: “It is lawful to do good on
the Sabbath.” That's the kind of
Sabbath that is going to go through
all kinds of future shocks and stand
eternal.

Wheeler: I hear being said that it
is not only possible to observe the
Sabbath in this technological age,
but it is imperative—not only for
our own sanity and health and
spiritual well-being, but to main-
tain this very essential and pri-

mary relationship to God, to His
creation, and to His eternity.

Saunders: Perhaps the real ques-
tion is: Who is most important? Am
I most important, or is God? If God
is most important in our lives then
our response to Him—in response
to what He wants for us, and wants
us to be—is the imperative.

Wheeler: One more question: Is
there any way to share the Sabbath
without seeming to be legalistic or
legislative?

Saunders: The Sabbath is a posi-
tive expression of God’s will for
man. [t's not meant to stifle man,
but to free him to be what God
wants him to be. It's not a legaliza-
tion to be what God wants one to
be. It's accepting the gift that God
has for you.

Horsley: This comes into the con-
text of whether or not the revealed
will of God is legalism. God has
given us guidelines for living har-
moniously. John, who knew some-
thing about the love and grace of
God, said, “In practice, the more a
man learns to obey God’s laws, the
more truly and fully does he ex-
press his love for Him.” Obedience

is the test of whether we are really
living for God or not. The will of
God is not legalism.

Wheeler: It is identifying with God
to the point that we “will to will”
the will of God. We love to live in
harmony with Him. The motivation
is love, identity, fulfillment, and
wholeness. It is sharing not merely
a life span on earth—full and free
and beautiful and fruitful—~but
sharing eternity with Him. That's
what we are saying.

Saunders: That’s the kind of rela-
tionship I seek.

Davis: Jesus is Lord of life and
Lord of all.

Wheeler: We have tried to clarify
the Biblical basis, the relatedness
to God in all of this, and the obser-
vation that the Sabbath can be ob-
served in this technological age,
and our hectic pace can be altered.
There is a way to translate the Sab-
bath—to live it, to enjoy it, to ben-
efit by it, and share it with others
as a gift to them—if we simply
identify ourselves with God our cre-
ator, our Heavenly Father, the Fa-
ther of love in whom we live, and
move, and have our being. &g

Pearls, cont. from page 11

reason. Let us look closely to see if
we can find a good reason for keep-
ing the fourth commandment.

“In. Exodus 31:13, 16, and 17 He
says:

‘Verily my Sabbaths ye shall
keep; for it is a sign between men
and you throughout your genera-
tions... Wherefore the children of
Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to ob-
serve the Sabbath throughout their
generations, for a perpetual cov-
enant. Ii is a sign between me and
the children of Israel for ever.””

“Oh, mother, that makes the
Sabbath day like a wedding ring,
doesn’t it?”

“Most surely, dear girl. And
think of the infinite consideration
of our God who chose this ‘wedding
ring'—not rich jewels or princely
gifts that only the wealthy might
bear, but he chose the seventh day,
something which comes to every
creature alike. No man is so rich
that he can hoard them up. No man
so poor that the day cannot come to
him each wesk. And it is God, the
Creator, the ‘Bridegroom’ who be-
stows the ‘ring'—this ‘sign of the
covenant'—and only asks that we
keep it unsullied, and holy.”

Then after explaining more fully
that the old covenant and the old

laws are written into the heart, the
mother ends by asking:

“Shall we dare to choose some
other ‘sign of the covenant'—substi-
tute some gem of our own prefer-
ence for the wedding ring—to wear
as a symbol of the love that binds
us to Him? Or shall we lovingly,
gratefully, reverently wear His
choice, which He made when he
said, ‘The seventh day is the Sab-
bath of the Lord thy God'?”

“Dear mother,” answered Grace,
“I will try all my life to ‘keep holy’
the Sabbath day, and in my heart
always think of it as my ‘Wedding
Ring.”” §
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Remember The Sabbath Recorder to

I1f The Sabbath Recorder were
to end like the story of “The
Three P's” in the April issue,
what would you do? Remember,
The Sabbath Recorder is our
main journal keeping Seventh
Day Baptist ties together,
letting us know what's going
on in our churches around the
world. What if it didn’t ap-
pear in the mailbox anymore?

At one time, our publication
was weekly, and then we had
to cut back to once a month.
As the funds sink low, I sure
hope that we are not sitting
back to see a bimonthly issue.
The news would be so old, and
we would go to a lukewarm
stage, drifting from the faith
until the doors of our chur-
ches started closing, one by
one.

Wouldn’t that be a shame for
people who were called by God
to stand for His truth, let-
ting other Sabbathkeeping
groups carry on His work? I
believe it will be a wonderful
resurrection day when we meet
our fellow ancestors, the
Anabaptists, who stood true
till death. We can tell them
that we, too, sacrificed to
carry on the truth.

Please, brothers and sisters
of the SDB faith, search your
hearts and pray to find out
what you can sacrifice to give
an extra gift to the SR.

The next time you decide to
treat yourself to an espe-
cially good meal at a restau-
rant or some special "goodie,”
ask yourself if you can skip
that one. Set the cost of it
aside and mark it on your

keep it moving

tithe envelope for The Sabbath
Recorder. I know the Lord will
bless you for such a sacri-
fice.

“What shall a man profit if
he gains the whole world and
loses his own soul?” I can re-
member many times denying my-
self some things just to give
a little more to the Recorder.
I love The Sabbath Recorder as
it is the only way to keep all
my family around the country
informed of the Seventh Day
Baptist work and keep them
close to Jesus. Like salva-
tion, The Sabbath Recorder is
a free gift, but the publica-
tion is very costly. Please,
disciples of Jesus, make your
sacrifice to the SR today.

Yes, “Remember The Sabbath
Recorder to keep it moving.”

C. Whitey White
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Whitford.—Celia (Cottrell)
Whitford, 96, died in the Oconee
Geriatric Center, Seneca, S.C.,
on November 30, 1993,

She was born on February 6,
1897, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
John B. Cottrell. She graduated
from Alfred University, and was

employed as a Spanish teacher at
Plainfield (N.J.) High School.

Celia married Paul A. Whitford,
and they had two children, Roger
and Joan. She was a lifelong mem-
ber of the Plainfield, Seventh Day
Baptist Church.

Survivors include one daughter,

Accessions |

Montrose, CA
(Foothill Community)
Scott Hausrath, pastor

(Editor’s note: Pastor Hausrath as-
sured us that, “No, we didn’t have a
mass revival. In the process of be-

Barber.—A son, Grant Merced
Barber, was born to David and
Diana Barber of Duarte, CA, on
December 7, 1994.

Horton.—A daughter, Shannon
Marie Horton, was born to Clara
Horton of Texarkana, AR, on
January 17, 1995.

Brown.—A daughter, Jennifer
Elaine Brown, was born to Clint
and Beth Brown of Texarkana,
AR, on February 20, 1995.

Davis.—A daughter, Ashley Marie
Davis, was born to Thomas and
Joanne Davis of Bridgeton, NJ,
on February 23, 1995.

Davis.—A son, Jason Evan Davis,
was born to Jonathan and Meg
Davis of Bridgeton, NJ, on Feb-
ruary 26, 1995.

coming a separate church, we fi-
nally got the opportunity to become
‘official’ members of Foothill Com-
munity Church. I thought the SR
might like to note this milestone.”
It is certainly our pleasure.)

Joined after testimony
Estelle Abbebe
Alfredo Aguilar
Josefa Aguilar
Luz Behan
Carol Blaeholder
Evelyn Haskell
Scott Hausrath
Randy Henry
Esther Lewis
Ralph Mackintosh
Dede Mackintosh
Heather Mackintosh
Dustin Mackintosh
Jonathan Mackintosh
Juanita Mendes
Paul Owen II
Floy Owen
Paul Owen III
Jan Owen
Jeremiah Owen
Aaron Owen
Micah Owen
Benigno Panahon dJr.
Cynthia Panahon
Raymond Panahon
Gerrard Panahon
Benigno Panahon III
Ray Wilcox
Tirisa Wilcox

Joan Van Buren of Salem, S.C., and
three grandchildren.

Burial was on August 3, 1994, in
Hillside Cemetery, Scotch Plains,
N.J.

Dixon.—Mary Pauline (Isaacsen)
Dixon, 90, died on June 10, 1994,
in Bergen Pines County Hospi-
tal, Paramus, N.J.

She was born on December 3,
1903, in Omaha, Neb., and spent
her youth near Minot, N.D. On
January 31, 1927, she married
Horace Dixon in New York City.
Their family moved to Fardale,
N.J., in January of 1951, then to
Mahwah, N.J., in January of 1954.
Horace died in February of 1953.

Mary joined the Plainfield Sev-
enth Day Baptist Church in the
late 1960s. She attended services
there whenever possible.

Survivors include three sons, Ro-
nald of Ridgefield Park, N.J, Gary
of Manchester, N.H., and Barron of
Mahwah; and two granddaughters.

On the evening before her fu-
neral, Pastor Joe Samuels and
three other church members joined
family and friends for an informal
review of Mary’s life. The funeral
service was conducted by her son,
Barron, on June 15, 1994, in the
Conyers Funeral Home, Hacken-
sack, N.J. Burial was in Redeemer
Cemetery, Mahwah.

Guyer.—Axthle S. Guyer, 75, of
New Enterprise and Lancaster,
Pa., died on July 27, 1994, at St.
Joseph Hospital, Lancaster.

He was born on December 26,
1918, in Woodbury, Pa., the son of
Nelson S. and Elizabeth (Wineland)
Guyer. He married Carol Kagarise
on March 26, 1947.

Axthle was employed by Inter-
state Motor Freight Systems for 29
years, retiring in 1983. He was a
member of Teamsters Union Local
261, New Castle, Pa. He was also a
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member of the Bell Seventh Day
Baptist Church, Salemville, Pa. He
was an Army Air Corps veteran of
World War I1.

Survivors include his wife, Carol;
two sons, Sherman A. of Papua,
New Guinea, and Wendell R. of
New Enterprise; two daughters,
Wanda Guyer Ness of Lancaster,
and Janice K. Weatherby of Leola,
Pa.; two brothers, Jacob A. of New
Enterprise, and Mahlon F. of
Martinsburg; one sister, Ruth
Russell of Hemet, Calif.; 10 grand-
children, six step-grandchildren,
four great-grandchildren, and four
step-great-grandchildren. He was
preceded in death by three broth-
ers, Wineland L., Irvin, and Wil-
liam E.; and one sister, Naomi
Guyer Longenecker.

Funeral services were held on
August 1, 1994, at the German
SDB Church in New Enterprise,
with Pastor Christian Mattison
officiating. Burial was in Salem-
ville Cemetery, New Enterprise.

Tyler.—Alexis Michael Tyler, 31,
died on November 11, 1994, in
Midfield Hospital, Vineland, N.J.
He was born on May 10, 1963, in

Pontiac, Mich., the son of John and

Lucy Tyler. He lived in Plainfield,

N.J., for 26 years.

Alexis worked as a cook in a
nursing home, and was a member
of the Plainfield Seventh Day Bap-
tist Church.

Survivors include his parents,
John and Lucy of Newnan, Ga.;
three brothers, Loren Fields of
Franklin, Va., Andre of Newark,
N.J., and Clifford of Plainfield;
and two sisters, Mary Fields of
Plainfield, and Renee Tyler of
Fairburn, Ga.

Services were held on Novem-
ber 17, 1994, at Judkins Colonial
Home, Plainfield, with the Rev. Joe
A. Samuels officiating. Burial was
in Emporia, Va.

Erickson.—Pear] Harris (Peck-
ham) Erickson, 85, of Homosas-

sa, Fla., died on January 15,

1995, at her home.

She was born in Ashaway, R.IL.,
on March 23, 1909, the daughter of
Charles D. Sr. and Ida Mary (Har-
ris) Peckham. She was a resident of
Fort Ann, N.Y., for many years be-
fore moving to Homosassa in 1994,
and was married to Ingvald Arthur
Erickson., He died in July of 1977.

Pear] had been a teacher in the
public schools in Glens Falls, N.Y.,
and was a member of the First
Seventh Day Baptist Church of
Hopkinton in Ashaway. She was
also a member of the Battle Hill
Chapter, and Women of the Moose
in Crystal River, Fla.

Survivors include two sons,
Ragnar Elisha Erickson of Sacra-
mento, Calif., and Gunnar Mar-
tin Erickson of Homosassa; one
brother, Col. (Ret.) Elisha Orren
Peckham of Wakefield, R.I.; four
grandchildren, several great-grand-
children, and several nieces and
nephews. In addition to her hus-
band, she was predeceased by one
brother, Charles D. Peckham Jr.;
and two sisters, Jane P. Sherman
and Bertha P. Madsen.

Burial was in the Peckham fam-
ily plot at First Hopkinton Cem-
etery, Ashaway.

Thompson.—Ann F. Thompson,
75, of Coudersport, Pa., died on
February 17, 1995, in Sweden
Valley Manor following a long
illness.

She was born on February 1,
1920, in Washington County, Pa.,
the daughter of Stephan and Ellen
Draga Feshanko. On April 24,
1943, she married Roy D. Thomp-
son. He died on November 23, 1988.

Ann had been employed by the
former Brownhill Kramer Hosiery
Mill of Coudersport, and later
worked for Pure Carbon Corp. in
Coudersport, retiring in 1985. Since
1959, she had been a member of the
Hebron, Pa., Seventh Day Baptist
Church. She was also a member of
the Eulalia Chapter No. 148 Order

of Eastern Star, and the Hebron
Grange.

Survivors include one son, Roy
A. of Coudersport; four sisters,
Mary Flenniken of Carmichaels,
Pa., Marge Peters of Baltimore,
Md., and Helen Shashura and Olga
Bennett, both of Brownsville, Pa.;
three grandsons, and many nieces
and nephews. In addition to her
husband, she was preceded in
death by one son, Jack D., in No-
vember of 1979; and by one sister
and one brother.

Funeral services were held on
February 20, 1995, in the Hebron
SDB Church, with the Rev. Michael
L. Burns officiating. Burial was in
Hebron Cemetery, Crandall Hill.

Leighton.—Elsie (Arnold)
Leighton, 80, of Ashaway, R.I,
died on February 24, 1995, at
the home of Helen Brayman.
She was the widow of Kenneth
Leighton.

She was born in Westerly, R.I.,
on October 12, 1914, the daughter
of Daniel and Hannah (Brown)
Arnold. She had lived in Wakefield,
R.L, for many years before moving
to Ashaway.

Elsie had been employed at the
former Stillwater Worsted Co.,
Ashaway, and at The Westerly Sun
for many years. She was a member
of the First Seventh Day Baptist
Church of Hopkinton in Ashaway,
and had been a Sabbath School
teacher for many years. She also
edited the church newsletter, “The
Call.”

She was a member of the Ash-
away Grange for more than 60
years, and had been awarded a
Golden Sheaf for membership.

Survivors include two sisters,
Virginia Crandall of Westerly, and
Dorothy West of Pawcatuck, Conn.;
and one brother, Harold Arnold, of
North Stonington, Conn.

Funeral services were held in
the Buckler-Johnston Funeral
Home, Westerly, on February 27,
1995. Burial was in River Bend
Cemetery, Westerly.
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EVIN'S

No prophet had ever been more suc-
cessful. Then, Jezebel comes along and
threatens to kill him.

Instead of standing up to Jezebel and
Ahab one more time, Elijah “heads for
the hills"—literally! He loses his nerve
and runs for his life. He gets into the
wilderness and says, “I have had
enough, Lord. Take my life; I am no bet-
ter than my ancestors” (1 Kings 19:4).

After all of his enormous success,
Elijah was exhausted and depressed.
He felt a sense of worthlessness and
thought he couldn't cope any more.

Do you recognize the syndrome?
Elijah was probably going through burn-
out.

My wife and I attended a ministry retreat which
featured Pastor Jerry Gunnels. Jerry helped us deal
with discouragement. Drawing from his rich personal
experience and biblical examples, Jerry arrived at
some great conclusions.

How should we handle the “Crisis” of discourage-
ment? Understand that it’s going to happen! Pointing
to Elijah, Moses, and Jonah, there are going to be some
“down” times.

We looked at the “Causes” of discouragement. Some-
times it's just plain physical exhaustion. We often
want to point to a “lack of faith,” when it's simply a
loss of energy! At other times it is personal animosity:
Satan using people to attack us, or the avenue of our
mind causing us to doubt our calling, our place in His
Kingdom work.

And the “Cures” for discouragement: Accept the
facts—you're human. Admit your limitations. Ac-
knowledge your dependence on God. Affirm God's
blessings. Advise yourself that God is in control.

God came to Elijah’s rescue!

First, God gave him a wonderful gift—SLEEP!!

He caused Elijah to just “crash”; to catch up on his
sleep. Then He gave him some great food, too!

Do you see what that is? Rest and nourishment!

Then, God took Elijah on a “retreat.” A religious re-
treat.

Elijah went to Horeb (Mount Sinai)—the most sa-
cred mountain in Hebrew history. This is where Moses
received the Commandments and instruction of the
Lord.

At Horeb, God revealed Himself to His prophet.

The Bible says that “God passed by”—not in the
tremendous storm, or earthquake, or fire—but in the
silence. The Lord spoke to Elijah in that “still, small
voice.” (Literally, a “Voice of Gentle Stillness.”)

God listened to all of Elijah’s concerns and com-
plaints, and then God told Elijah what he had to do
to overcome the situation.

God gave him rest and nourishment, a listening ear,
and advice for what to do next.

Renewed, Elijah was sent back into ihe battle with
divine help.

God still answers our needs as He answered
Elijah’s!

Rest and nourishment and retreat are vitally
important.

Could we view the Sabbath as this kind of
prescription against burnout?

Our weekly time of rest, nourishment,
and retreat can give us the energy to
“have at it” again. We can get a new
perspective on ourselves and our jobs
and situations. We can hear that
“Voice of Gentle Stillness.”

The Sabbath helps us to see that
God is still at work in the world.

We don't have to carry all the

burdens alone. We get new

energy that He wants us

to have.

Take time to
listen for that
“Voice of Gentle
Stillness.” In the
Sabbath still-
ness, there is
hope.
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Buckhannon Area Lodging and Camping
Rates, information, and distance from Wesleyan College

Motels
Tax is 9%. Ask for SDB Conference discount.

Bi-Centennial Motel 88 E. Main St., Buckhannon, WV 26201 (304) 472-5000

$39.95-63.95 2 blocks from Wesleyan College

Colonial Hotel-Motel 24 N. Kanawha St., Buckhannon (304) 472-3000
$27.00-40.00 1 mile

Baxa Hotel-Motel 21 N. Kanawha St., Buckhannon (304) 472-2500
$30.00-40.00 1 mile

Centennial Motel 22 N. Locust St., Buckhannon (304) 472-4100
$27.95-45.95 1 mile

Comfort Inn 1-79, Exit 99 1-800-221-2222

13 miles; 20 minutes
Super 8 1-79, Exit 99 1-800-800-8000

13 miles; 20 minutes

Bed & Breakfast
Post Mansion 8 Island Ave., Buckhannon 1-800-301-9309
$80.00 1/2 mile; discount for entire week
Deer Park Rt. 33, Buckhannon (304) 472-8400
Sun.-Thu. $50.00 10 miles
Fri-Sat. $95.00
Henderson House 54 College Ave., Buckhannon (304) 472-1611
$35.00 next to campus; small rooms, shared bathrooms
Ingeberg Acres P.O. Box 199, Valley Chapel, WV 26446 (304) 269-2834
$59.00 approx. 15 miles from Lost Creek
Campgrounds
Zickefoose Trailer Court 12 Island Ave., Buckhannon (304) 472-3646
$12.50/bathhouse & full hookups. Will take reservations only 2-3 wks. in advance; 1 mile
Audra State Park Rt. 119 Northeast of Buckhannon 1-800-CALL WVA
campsites, river recreation; 15 miles
Holly River State Park South of Buckhannon 1-800-CALL WVA
cabins & campsites/beautiful mountain setting; 33 miles; 45 minutes
Whisper Mt. 5 miles from 1-79, Exit 91, Roanoke 26423 (304) 452-8847
$10.00-14.50; complete facilities, highly recommended; 24 miles
Stonewall Jackson Lake  1-79, Exit 91, Roanoke (304) 269-0523 days
24 miles (304) 269-0520 eves
Stonecoal Campground Rt. 7, Buckhannon (304) 472-7226 or 472-3593
7 miles; very nice; good fishing
Bell’'s Campground 219 South from Elkins, Huttonsville (304) 335-2997
40 miles from Buckhannon
North Bend State Park Harrisville 1-800-CALL WVA

cabins & campsites near Youth Pre-Con

For more information, contact Larry & Jan Graffius at (304) 745-4481






