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Like other Baptists, we believe in:
+ salvation by grace through faith i
+ the Bible as the inspired word of

The seventh day

Who are Seventh Day Baptists?
If you've never read The Sabbath Recorderbefore, you might be wondering who Seventh Day Baptists are.

our authority for our faith and daily conduct.
+ baptism of believers, by immersion, witnessing to our
acceptance of Christ as Savior and Lord.

n Jesus Christ.

God. The Bible is Holy Spirit.

God commanded that the seventh day (Saturday) be kept holy. Jesus agreed by keeping it as a day of worship. We observe the seventh
dayof the week (Saturday) as God’s Holy Day as an act of loving obedience—not as a means of salvation. Salvation s the free gift of God through

Jesus Christ. It is the joy of the Sabbath that makes SDBs just a little bit different.

If you would like more information, write: The Seventh Day Baptist Center, 3120 Kennedy Road, PO Box 1678, Janesville, Wi 53547-1678.

Phone (608) 752-5055; FAX (608) 752-7711; E-mail: sdbgen

@inwave.com and the SDB Web site: www.seventhdaybaptist.org

+ freedom of thought under the guidance of the

« the congregational form of church government.
Every church member has the right to participate
in the decision-making process of the church.

New
Area Code

The telephone area code
for the Marlboro and Shiloh,

N.J., SDB church region has
changed from 609 to 856.

Definitely there

Young Adult Winter Retreat

Celebrate the Millennium!

December 29, 1999 — January 2, 2000
at the Boulder, Colo., SDB Church

Starting Wednesday morning and leaving Sunday
(get there as early as you can on Wed.)

We're looking for commitments for this year’'s Winter Retreat

so please let us know your plans. Are you:

@O

Now, think.
Who would you rather end the 19005 with?

If you are going, we need your $10 for registration by the end
of October. Send it to Erin Burdick/Dusty Mackintosh

at 3626 Catamaran Dr., Corona del Mar, CA 92625
Any questions? Call Matc Berg at (604) 267-1568
mberg@interwork.sdsu.edu

Kind of maybe there ~ Maybe next millennium
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S Feature

The heart of
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This message was presented
at the 1999 General Conference at
Hope College in Holland, Mich. Bill
Burks serves as assistant pastor at
the SDB Church of Little Rock, Ark.

Francis Schaeffer, a theologian
and philosopher of the latter part
of our century, drew a stark contrast
between Christian thought and the
dominant tenet of our day called
“secular humanism.” He described
humanism as a rejection of absolute
truth, in favor of truth that varies
from human to human.

In other words, each person deter-
mines for themselves what is right
and what is wrong.

I have often heard Biblical discus-
sions start with, “That may be true
for you, but it’s not true for me...”
The results of man’s own selection
of what is right and wrong is de-
scribed in the sad tale of Adam and
Eve as they are expelled from the
Garden.

Another prevaient idea that per-
meates our thinking today is hedo-
nism. This belief is expressed in the
statement, “If it feels good do it.”
1t is characterized by self-pleasure.
It is based in satisfying the demands
of the physical senses.

The focus of both these proposi-
tions is “self.” We are self-absorbed.
We hold that everyone should have
high self-esteem. We think that
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everyone should be self-motivated.
We are wrapped up in the words
and ideas of “self.”

The apostle Paul takes a very dif-
ferent view of self in the 2nd chapter
of Philippians. Here he discusses
Christian humility.

The Conditions in the
Christian life which require
humility. (verses 1-2)

“Uf there be therefore any con-
solation in Christ, if any comfort of
love, if any fellowship of the Spirtt,
if any bowels and mercies, Fulfill ye
my joy, in order that ye might be
same minded, having the same love,
being of one accord, of one mind.”
(&KJV)

The apostle Paul begins his dis-
cussion of humility by laying down
the conditions in the Christian life
that demand humble unity. Verse 1
assumes the reality of certain things
in the Christian life.

Paul states that since these things
are true—consolation in Christ, com-
fort of (Christ’s) love, and the pas-
sionate mercy of Christ—we must
act with humility as Christians to
be unified as churches.

The Requirements for
true Christian humility.
(verses 3-5)

“Let nothing be done through

by Bill Burks

strife or vainglory, but in lowli-
ness gf mind let each esteem [one
anjother better than themselves.
Look not every man on his own
things, but on the things of others.
Let this mind be in you, which
was also in Christ Jesus” (KJV).

In this statement Paul gives five
requirements for true humility.

The first requirement:
Don’t do things
through vainglory. (verse 3a)

Today, we have bowed down at the
altar of self-esteem. Here we see Paul
saying that our problems are not be-
cause we think too little of ourselves,
but because we think too much of
ourselves.

We seem to recognize no higher
god than the one in the mirror. Our
humanistic mindset leads us to con-
clude that our ways are the right
ways.

More often than not when I see
people wrapped up and deceived by
sin, they have judged God and the
scripture to be less than themselves.
They might justify things with, “Well,
that’s what the Bible said for those
people back then, but this is the 20th
century, and our morality and society
is different...”

Is it really? Murder, alcohol, drug
abuse, thievery, adultery, immoral
behavior and the like are very old

sins indeed. Witcheraft, crystal wor-
ship, and filthy talk are all spoken of
in scripture.

We tend to hide real sin under the
more palatable titles of “sickness”
and “lifestyle.” Sin—a deadly poi-
son—has been candy-coated, put in
a medicine jar, and sold to the public
as the new cure. Yet its victims are
dying every day, while we console
them with toleration.

It is pride that causes us to look
down our noses at the poor, accord-
ing to Psalm 10:2. It causes us to not
seek God’s will for our lives accord-
ing to Psalm 10:4. Destruction is its
ultimate outcome according to Psalm
10:18.

It is just plain old puffy pride, and
itis a road to disaster.

The second requirement:
Do esteem others
better than self. (verse 3b)

One of the most difficult things
for us to do is to give honor to others.
The scripture speaks of the honor we
should pay to one another. One of the
Ten Commandments tells children to
“honor your father and mother.” (Ex.
20:12) The writer of Hebrews tells his
readers to “obey them that have the
rule over you...” (Heb. 13:17).

We find disrespect for others in
our movies, in our music, and some-
times even in our churches. Sex, vio-
lence, and insolence are upheld and
applauded in our culture today.

Paul calls for true unity in the
church by humbling ourselves and
treating others with respect. We must
respect one another in all aspects
of life, including how we treat each
other in church, and in church busi-
ness meetings.

The third requirement:
Don’t be concerned for
your own interest, (verse 4a)

You know, we all want our own
way. I have seen “church time” used
by some as a time to promote their
own secular business pursuits. I have
seen arguments over carpet color in

the church turn ugly. Power struggles
in church have sometimes turned
into bloody verbal backstabbing
events.

Sometimes there is more intrigue
in the social aspect of a church than
in a dime novel. Our churches should
be made up of groups of believers
gathered for worship, and not made
up of scenes from Peyton Place, Dal-
las, or Melrose Place.

The fourth requirement:
Do be concerned for
others’ interests. (verse 4b)

We seem to be more interested
in whether or not the Packers will
win rather than if our neighbor has
enough food, goes to a scriptural
church, or knows Jesus Christ as
Lord and Savior.

The Bible tells us that we should
have concern for others. Leviticus
19:18 tells us to “...]ove thy neighbour
as thyself...” Isaiah 1:17 says, “Learn
to do well; seek judgment, relieve
the oppressed, judge the fatherless,
plead for the widow.”

Church is supposed to be a place
where a community of believers—
who know each other, love each
other, and care for each other—
come together to worship God. It

us to go beyond the standards of sin-
ful humans for an example of perfect
humility. Here we are told to have
the same mind as Christ in the area
of humility.

Paul isn't merely suggesting that
we follow a pattern, or a set of teach-
ings. He is telling us to think the
same way as Christ did during His
human existence.

Often we are directed in the scrip-
tures to be imitators of Christ. In 1
Corinthians 11:1 Paul says, “Be ye
followers of me, even as I also am
of Christ.” In Romans 8:29 it states
that we have been predestined to
be “...conformed to the image...”
of God’s Son.

1 Corinthians 2:16 Paul says
that Christians “...have the mind of
Christ...” This is a powerful concept.
We human followers of Christ are
commanded in Philippians 2:5 to be
in a certain frame of mind concern-
ing our stature in the world, and our
place in relationship to God. We are
to be humble.

The supreme example
of humility, Jesus Christ.
(verses 6-8)

“Who, being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal

Our problems are not because we
think too little of ourselves, but because
we think too much of ourselves.

is so we can grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. Paul clearly understood
that we must care about others, and
take care of others to have humble
unity.

The fifth requirement:
Do have the mind of Christ.
(verse 5)

With this command Paul takes the
discussion to another level. He tells

with God; But made himself of no
reputation, and took upon him the
Jorm of a servant, and was made in
the likeness of men; And being found
in fashion as a man, he humbled
himself; and became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross.”

(&KJV)

Paul shows us the supreme ex-
ample of humility. Here is Christ,
who leaves His home in heaven, leav-
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ing behind a scepter of authority and
power which he had a right to, and
becoming a servant on our behalf.
Not only that, but He died for us.
Paul gives us six characteristics of
Christ that make Him the Supreme
example of humility for Christians.

The first characteristic:
Christ did not hold on
to equality with God. (verse 6)

The idea of the word translated
“robbery” means holding on to
something as tightly as a robber
would hold on to the goods he has
taken. Christ did not even consider
grasping tightly onto His equality
with the Father, in the light of our
need for a Savior.

Here Christ sheds power and
authority (which are His by divine
right), on our behalf,

When was the last time we step-
ped aside from our positions of

Pastor Bill Burks

When was the last time you took
time out to do service for someone
under your authority? It might be
an employee, it might be someone
in church, it might be someone at
school, it might be a child. Christ told
His disciples that the one who want-
ed to be greatest in the Church and
the kingdom had to serve others.

Real Christian unity is
based in humility.
Real humility requires
following the example
of Christ.

power, at work, in church, or at home
for the benefit of others? Or do we
grasp and crave power and authority
to the detriment of others?

Christ’s actions are that of a truly
humble man.

The second characteristic:
Christ made Himself
of no reputation. (verse 7a)
Christ, on the last night of His
human life, performed an act of ser-
vice to His servants. It was during
the Passover meal. He did something
that shocked and amazed His dis-
ciples. He laid aside His outer gar-
ments, wrapped Himself in a towel,
and washed His disciples’ feet.
This is the act of a servant. This
is the act of someone who worked
in the home, not the homeowner.

(See Matt. 23:11)
Christ was a person who practiced

what He preached. He was a humble

servant.

The third characteristic:

Christ lowered Himself to the
place of a servant. (verse 7b)

It’s not just that Jesus occasional-
ly put on the attitude of service. He
became a servant.

Here is Jesus, at the right hand of
the Father, equal with the Father in

power and authority, laying all that

down. He wasn't forced to. He wasn't
coached into doing it. He Himself
did it.

Have you ever seen someone
who had power, roll up their sleeves
and join in the work? This is what

Christ did.

The fourth characteristic:
Christ became a common man,
(verse 7¢)

Christ had His choice of assign-
ments. He could have chosen to be
born into the household of the king,
He could have chosen to be born with
money, wealth, and fame.

He chose to be born in the house-
hold of a common hardworking man
and woman. He became common for
our benefit. We need to ask ourselves
when was the last time we set aside
our social positions for the benefit
of others?

The fifth characteristic:
Christ humbled Himself
as a man. {verse 8a)

Even after He had humbled Him-
self by stepping out of the throne
room of heaven, he went further.
Even as a man He humbled Himself,

We ought to fall to our knees in
worship, and wonder when we pon-
der, this great man’s deed on our
behalf. We ought to be abased just
by the example He has set.

He told His disciples on that night
He washed their feet, “Ye call me
Master and Lord: and ye say well;
for so I am. If I then, your Lord and
Master, have washed your feet, ye
also ought to wash one another’s
feet.”

Christ uses the example of a mas-
ter serving the servant to tell us that
we servants ought to be serving one
another. Are we?

The sixth characteristic:

Christ became obedient even
to the point of suffering death
on the cross. (verse 8b-c)

The horrific nature of the death
Christ suffered on the cross is beyond
our capacity to understand. He was
beaten and bruised beyond recogni-
tion. He had a crown of long thorns
that dug into His head. He was made
fun of. He was nailed to an upright
stake in both His hands and feet. He
had to struggle for every breath. After
His death His body was pierced by a
spear to make sure He was dead.

In the garden before His death,
when Peter cut off the High Priest’s
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servant’s ear, Christ told Peter to
put away his sword. Then He said,
“Thinkest thou that I cannot now
pray to my Father, and He shall pres-
ently give me more than twelve le-
gions of angels?” (Matthew 26:53).
Christ could have stopped the pro-
cess, but He was obedient all the way
to the cross. Do you ever put yourself,
or your job, in danger for the Gospel?
Christ did.

The exaltation of Christ
because of His humility.
(verse 9-11)

“Wherefore God also hath highly
exalted him, and given him a name
which is above every name: That at
the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, of things in heaven, and things
in earth, and things under the earth;
And that every fongue should con-
Jess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the

glory of God the Father.” (KJV)

God, in recognition of Christ’s
humility, exalted Him above all. This
passage tells us what God did for
Christ as the result of His humility.
Because of His humility, God exalted
Christ (verse 9a). Because of His hu-
mility, God gave Christ a reputation
above all men (9b).

Everyone everywhere will bow
their knees to Christ (10). Everyone
everywhere will confess Christ’s su-
periority (11a). This confession will
bring glory to God (11b).

In Matthew 19:30, Christ com-
pared this life to the next life saying,
“But many that are first shall be last;
and the last shall be first.” To be ex-
alted in the kingdom of God you
must be humble in this life.

Real Christian unity is based in
humility. Real humility requires es-

teeming others better than yourself.

Real humility also requires not
seeking your own wants and desires.
Real humility requires following the
example of Christ. And we have seen
that real humility brings exaltation.

How will you respond to God's
call for real humility? Do you see
areas in your life that need changing
when you compare them to Christ’s
example of humility?

You can change, you know. You
can turn now. Christ wants you to.
He invites you to come along side
with Him; to live through eternity
with Him.

If you are a Christian, He invites
you to draw the line in your life to-
day, and say, “I am going to change
my thinking and my life to conform
to what You want me to do.” God is
calling you and inviting you to come
to Him today. S

More photos from Conference

Representing
the Baptist
Joint Com-
mittee, Dr.

James Dunn
led a work-
shop on “The
Intersection
of Church
and State.”

| Pastor Scott
3 Hausrath

N ledusto
“Refresh-

| mentson

A the Road”
8 during
 Friday’s

A Bible study.

Jackson Butler
(1) and Desmond
Burns look on as
Kyle Greene and |.
Micah Van Horn
amaze the crowd
at the children’s | }f
program. The girl |
standing behind |}
them (r.) had an- }
other opinion. §

Cathy
4l Rogers and
John Mark
Camenga's
SCSC skit
nad some-
thing to
do with

a diaper-.
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S Feature

He will not forsake you

by Becky Van Horn

October is Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month. Becky Van Horn, a dea-
coness i the Columbus, Ohio, SDB
Church, shares her testimony of
medical trauma to spiritual tri-
umph.

When I first found a lump on
my breast, all kinds of thoughts ran
through my mind. I was concerned
about my son and husband.

My doctor said it was probably
just fibrocystic breast disease, be-
cause the lump was in the middle of
my chest, an uncommon location for
there to be a problem. She said a lot
of women have the disease and not
to worry about it.

But I went ahead and had a mam-
mogram. It showed nothing, even
though I could feel this big lump. So
then they did an ultrasound, and that
was able to pick it up.

My doctor tried to do a needle
biopsy, but was unable to get enough
fluid for testing. She then gave me
the name of a surgeon, but I waited
five months before I called and made
an appointment.

Changes in my body,
changes at home

Meantime, my husband, Darwin,
was in the process of changing jobs.
We had carried our own health in-
surance up to this point, so when he
changed jobs, we decided to go with
the company-offered insurance. It
was going to be better coverage, and
the company would pay half the pre-
mium. We were going on the as-
sumption from the doctor that every-
thing was all right with me. God had
alot to teach us...

In January, the lump seemed
bigger, and it hurt. So I made an ap-
pointment with the surgeon. Again,
they did an ultrasound, and the lump
had grown some. So Dr. Brenda felt

we needed to do a biopsy to find out
what was going on.

The biopsy was done in February,
and the doctor found a two-inch
mass. The pathologist came back in-
to the operating room and asked the
surgeon to take another sample be-
cause, in the first biopsy, he couldn’t
find any tissue that wasn’t cancerous.

Decision time

There are four stages of cancer,
and mine was in the second stage. It
had probably been growing for two
years. That amazed me, because I
didn’t feel sick; maybe a little tired,
but that was all.

At this point, I had a choice to
make: have a lumpectomy, or a mas-
tectomy. I didn’t have to think about
it very long. I wanted the breast com-
pletely removed. I didn’t want to
have to worry about the cancer com-
ing back later. We had a little boy to
raise, and I needed to be there for
him.

Through this whole process, God
gave me a wonderful peace that only
He can give. I felt that He had a rea-
son for allowing this to happen to
me. He was going to use this entire
experience to His glory and was go-
ing to heal me. Our church here in
Columbus, Ohio, had a healing and
prayer service for me, which was
wonderful.

Surgery done,
insurance gone

During the time between the bi-
opsy in February and the mastectomy
in March, we learned that our new
insurance denied me coverage! Since
1 had gone to my doctor during the
summer to have the lump checked
out, they said it was a pre-existing
condition—even though the doctor,
at that time, believed it was nothing
to worry about.

Needless to say, I was beside my-

self. All the doctors “went to bat”
for me, calling and writing the insur-
ance company, and pleading for them
to reconsider. But it was to no avail,
The company stood by their initial
ruling.

I cried, and I prayed. At the time,
I was reading the book 7urn It to
Goldby D. James Kennedy. It seem-
ed like he had written the book just
for me. He talked about worry and
how it’s a sin, because it calls God
a liar. We should never do that.

Then and there, I decided that I
was going to give all this insurance
mess over to God, confess my sin of
worry, and let the Lord handle it all.
I had shared in church that it was
easier for me to trust God with my
healing than it was to trust Him with
my finances. After all, God owns the
cattle on a thousand hills. I finally
realized that He could and would
take care of our needs.

Recovering with God’s help

I got through the mastectomy and
reconstructive surgery just fine. I was
in surgery for five hours. Because I'm

, so small, the plastic surgeon had dif-

ficulty placing the implant under my
chest muscle.

At this point, God was evident in
everything that took place.

When I returned to my room after
the surgery, I threw up a lot because
I had been anesthetized for so long,
and I was full of fluid. I had “the
shakes” so badly that I couldn't quit.

My mother was there and, having
a mother’s heart, she asked what she
could do to help. “Mom,” I said, “I
need you to pray for me.”

Mom laid her hands on me and
began to pray. As soon as she got
“Dear Lord” out of her mouth, I quit
shaking,. It was like a faucet had been
turned off. She finished her prayer,
and the shaking never happened
again,
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When you gotta go...

It’s funny how almost every-
thing in a hospital revolves
around going to the bathroom.
If you've ever been hospitalized
for any length of time, you know
what 'm talking about! They
don’t let you come home until
you can “go.”

I was having some trouble in
that department, and God sent
me the sweetest, Spirit-filled
nurse. The first time she got me
up to go to the bathroom, I was
real woozy. She sat me on the
side of the bed, with her arm
around me. Knowing I was a be-
liever, just by our spirits’ confir-
mation, she said, “We can do
all things through Christ who
strengthens us.” I was thrilled!

“Just keep praising Jesus!”
she added.

So I started praising Jesus all
the way to the bathroom and, by
God’s grace, I was able fo go.

That nurse returned to my
room later in the evening and
shared with Darwin and me that
she had known that we were
Christians as soon as she entered our
room. We had a great visit. The Lord
was really blessing!

Thank you, Lord!

Since I was doing so well, had no
pain, and everything looked good, I
went home after lunch. God was sure
blessing my socks off!

By this time, the hospital and doc-
tor bills needed tending to, so we
made an appointment with the bill-
ing department. After working with
them for several weeks (they knew
our financial situation since I had
stopped working), the hospital start-
ed “writing off” our debt. Praise God
again! It was awesome to see Him
take care of us.

The doctors followed suit, forgiv-
ing part of our debts. We're still pay-
ing on the balances but, nonetheless,
God has provided.

Physically, I had been through the

could barely drink. I was re-

minded several times that God's
grace is sufficient for each day.

During this time, God sent
me several more Scripture
verses, which I memorized so
1 could recall them during my
chemo treatments. “Don't be
afraid, for the Lord will go be-
fore you and will be with you,
He will not fail nor forsake you”
(Deuteronomy 31:8). “Yes, the
Lord hears the good man when
he calls for help, and saves him
out of all of his troubles” (Psalm
34:17).

Then my sister-in-law sent
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me several scriptures on grace.
The one from 1 Peter 5:10 was a
promise from the Lord I clung to
and still do: “And the God of all

grace, who called you to his eter-
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nal glory in Christ, after you
have suffered a little while, will

himself restore you and make
you strong, firm and steadfast.”

Through this whole
process, God gave me
a wonderful peace
that only He can give.

easy part. I was doing well, getting
the movement back in my right arm
and doing my exercises. Through all
of this, I had memorized some scrip-
tures to help me keep my focus. I had
clung to 1 Peter 5:6-7: “Humble your-
selves therefore under God’s mighty
hand, that you may be lifted up in
due time. Cast all your anxiety on
Him because He cares for you.”

More chemo, more Scripture
My chemo treatments began in
May at the clinic in the hospital. That
way, they could continue to write off

my debt. The next five months were
difficult, especially three or four days
after treatments. I couldn’t eat and

Selling the house,
losing the hair

While all this was going on,
we decided to sell our house, which
wasn't an easy feat. The building was
180-plus years old and needed a new
roof. But the Lord sent us a great real
estate lady who worked hard for us.
By the end of July, we closed on the
house and bought another one close
to the Christian school our son at-
tended.

A couple of weeks after my first
chemo treatment, my hair started
to fall out. I was perfectly aware that
this was going to happen, but I truly
believe nothing can prepare you
for it.

For the first time since all this
started happening to me, I fell apart.
I cried and bellowed at God all morn-
ing. I had washed my hair, and it was
coming out by the handfuls. It was
awful, I was having a real hard time
getting calmed back down. Rapid
hair loss is a traumatic experience
for anyone, but I'm a hairdresser.
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I wasn't dealing with it very well.

The next day, I went into the shop
and had one of the girls shave my
head. After that, it was fine. I wore
my wig.

Darwin told me that I was having
a more difficult time over losing my
hair than I had had over losing my
breast. He pointed out that my hair
would grow back. Of course, he was
right.

Compelled to pray

A couple days after my hair fell

out, one of our shop’s customers—

a great Christian lady—called me.

In passing, she said that I had come
into her mind one day that week, and
that she felt compelled to pray for
me. I asked her which day that was,
and she said Wednesday. I told her
that was the day my hair fell out.

It is so great how God takes care
of us. Through the urging of the Holy
Spirit, that Christian customer pray-
ed for me because I couldn’t pray for
myself. God knew I needed help.

After that experience, I've learn-
ed to always heed God’s nudgings
to pray for anyone who comes to
mind during the day. They may be
in dire need of prayer.

The Lord provides

There were several times when
there wasn’t enough paycheck to
go around. But, always out of God’s
bounty, we'd get a gift in the mail,
or someone would press money into
our hands.

One particular week, we had more
bills than money. At church that Sab-
bath, Pastor Robert [Van Horn] shar-
ed about the faith of the German
pastor, George Muller, who started
an orphanage, trusting God to pro-
vide everything the children needed.
Even to the point of sitting down to
an empty table and expecting God
to provide the bread and milk after
the mealtime prayer.

As soon as the prayer was over, a
knock came to the door, and a baker
brought them bread. After he left, a

milkman came to the door. His cart
had broken down out front, and
could they use the milk?

Well, I figured if Mr. Muller could
pray in faith, believing, we could, too.
By Tuesday, when I usually do the
bills, we had been given two gifts of
money. When I finished paying the
tithe and our bills, there was $30 left
over.

I just stand around in awe of God,
with my mouth hanging open. He
wants to take care of all our needs;
we just have to /e Him.

Another what??

My chemo was over the end of
September, and I was planning to
go back to work in October. But
then I found another lump in the
same area as the last one.

We were crushed. For the first
time, I asked, “God, why me?”

Then I was sent another scripture
from God through a friend: “ ‘For
I know the plans I have for you’
declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future’ ” (Jere-
miah 29:11).

Another promise. Again, His grace
is sufficient.

I'went in for another biopsy and
removal of the tubing in my implant.
The plastic surgeon had to do the
work so the implant wouldn’t be
ruptured.

By God’s grace, she removed the
tubing first, drained some fluid from

buyer for the salon I'd owned for
14 years, but I was coming up empty.
Finally, the Lord sent a lady to buy
my equipment for a salon she was
opening. I had told my three employ-
ees on a Monday that I was closing
the shop, and by Tuesday we all had
other places to work. So I knew that
God’s hand was in all that was hap-
pening.

The salon closed mid-December.
We all started our new jobs the next
week without missing a beat.

God did heal me

It’s been a few years now since
my last chemo treatment, and every-
thing is clear on my tumor markers.
The residual effects of chemo can last
for 16-18 months, so I still got tired at
times when my white blood cell count
was down.

But I know in my heart that God
has kept His promise to heal me.

He has plans for all of us. Whatever
those plans are, He intends to be
right there beside us every step of
the way, good or bad. He promised.
Psalm 33:18-21 says it all:

“But the eyes of the Lord are
watching over those who fear Him,
who rely upon His steady love. He
will keep them from death even in
time of famine! We depend upon the
Lord alone to save us. Only He can
help us, He protects us like a shield.
No wonder we are happy in the Lord!
For we are trusting Him. We trust
His Holy Name.” g

around the implant,
and readjusted it
some. And the lump
was gone! It had been
the tubing all along,
Were we thrilled!!
Psalm 126:5 rang out
true: “They that sow
in tears shall reap in

n

Joy.

Back to work
T went back to work
on November 1st. I had

been trying to find a year.

Micat, Becky, and Darwin Van Horn in August of this
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Smile! You’re on Conference Camera
More photos from Holland, Mich., in August

Rev. Gabriel Bejjani (1) accepts the Crystal
Apple from Gordon Lawton on behalf of
Riverside, Calif,, church member Marilyn
Merchant. Mardyn was named Sabbath
School Teacher of the Year.

A

Melicent Vergeer (standing, right) led a workshop for pastors’wives.
Althea Rood (next to Meli) helped to organize the sessions.

Edgar Wheeler (behind microphone) was honored for his
years of service as chairman of the Council on Ministry.
Current chair, Luan Ellis, presented the plague while L3,
Lee, Rod Henry, and Lorna Graffius looked on.

Family full of hope: Host Committee workhorses
Patti and Bernte Wethington with son, Sean.

Pastor Dave Taylor, Westerly, R.1., preach-

Debbie James consoles husband Steve after e injured 4
ed on the “Light of Holiness"on Wednesday.

his foot on the chapel steps.
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S Feature

Robe of Achievement
goes to Jean Lewis

by Elizabeth Bidwell

Jean Lewis grew up in the
Shiloh, N.J., SDB Church. She
started taking piano lessons
when she was 9 years old. She
also began organ lessons at age
17.

Jean attended Alfred (N.Y.)
University for two years. Before
attending college, she worked
at the telephone company to
save money to go to school.

In January of 1946, Jean
married Philip Lewis and
moved to West Virginia, where
he was attending Salem Col-
lege. Due to Philip’s health,
they moved to Riverside, Calif.,
in October of 1948.

She and her husband had
five daughters: Joan McAllister,
Jennifer Lewis-Berg, Victoria
Burdick, Melanie Caricato, and
Cynthia Soper. Jean graduated
from the University of Califor-
nia at Riverside in 1963 and
taught elementary school from
'63 until her retirement.

Jean has spent most of her
life serving the Lord. She has
worked at Pacific Pines Camp
as a counselor and cook, and
in Bible School as a mentor,

teacher, and refreshment lady.

She has been an occasional pre-
senter of special children’s sermons

ment and plague from Women'’s Board President
Ruth Probasco.

ist. She has served as secretary of the
Pacific Coast Association for several
years.

Jean is a loyal and diligent church
member and is always willing
to share responsibilities and tasks
in her church and community.

at church. She serves as treasurer of
Sabbath School and as church organ-

On a denominational level, she
served on the Women’s Board for

Jean Lewis (left) receives the 1999 Robe of Achieve-

10 years. She was treasurer of
the World Federation of SDB
Conferences for five years,
and represented the Women’s
Board at various conferences
of churchwomen.

After the Women’s Board
left California, Jean was an in-
stigator of the reformation of
the Women'’s Society in River-
side. She serves as president
of the Riverside SDB Women’s
Society, as deaconess, and as
editor of Chimes, the Riverside
church’s newsletter. Jean was
the formulator and hostess of
the Women’s Spring Tea.

She is an avid reader and a
history buff. She is a “hostess
extraordinare,” having taken
courses through Elderhostel
and professional cooking class-
es to further her skills. She is
interested in anything musical
or theatrical, and enjoys knit-
ting and needlework.

Jean is very involved in her
community. She is a docent at
Historical Mission Inn, and
a member of Friends of the
Library, Community Concert
Series, Philharmonic Concert
Program, American Association
of University Women, University of
California Alumni, Retired California
Teachers’ Association, and serves as
treasurer of the American Guild of
Organists.

She is a fine Christian mother,
grandmother, and great-grand-
mother. She is a loyal and diligent
church member and is always will-
ing to share responsibilities and
tasks in her church and community.

The Woman’s Board is pleased
to present the 1999 Robe of Achieve-
ment to Jean Harris Bonham Lewis. S
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¥ Women'’s Society page by Donna Bond

| Highlights from our highlights

What a tremendous response to
our plea for highlights from your lo-
cal church Ladies’ Aids—13 societies*
responded! Thank you, secretaries!

News items that do not appear on
these pages will appear in the “SDB
Woman” newsletter edited by Pat
Cruzan, The following paragraphs
represent unique excerpts.

+From the Dr. Grace Missionary
Society in North Loup, Neb.: “Mov-
ing into the next millennium, we
have begun a new emphasis on fol-
lowing in the footsteps of our name-
sake, Dr. Grace Crandall, and are
working to become an active ‘MIS-
SION’ary Society.

“After an inspiring visit from the
Director of Missions, Kirk Looper,
we found all the inspiration needed
to get us underway. A call was made
to the headquarters of the Earl May
Seed Company (where the husband
of a former member works). We were
promised a large amount of garden
seed. Expecting to find a couple of
boxes when I went to pick them up,
my heart missed a beat when they
told me they would bring them out
on the forklift. Cartons weighing over
400 pounds were packed in my car.

“Following fellowship dinner on
Sabbath Day, we had a seed repack-
ing party. Everyone joined in, and
a good time was had by all. When
we finished, 14 boxes (387 pounds)
of seed were ready for shipment to
Malawi and Zambia.

“When you step out in faith to do
God’s work, you trust Him to supply
what you need to do His work. Be-
fore the boxes were ready for mail-
ing, money had been received for
the postage—$576.”

+Also supporting mission work
was the Dodge Center, Minn., Ladies’
Aid: “On February 27 we assisted in
hosting an open house to the local

community for the Tim and Jayme
Osborn family prior to their leaving
for Haiti as missionaries with the
Heart of God Ministries.”

«Shiloh’s (N.J.) Ladies Benevo-
lent Society used a Scripture theme
for the year: “ ‘I set my rainbow in
the cloud, and it shall be for the sign
of the covenant between me and the
earth’ (Genesis 9:13). Each month
was assigned a color which members
were encouraged to wear. We traced
our hands monthly on colored paper
which were cut out and arranged in
arainbow.”

«The Daytona Beach (Fla.) Church
Aid reports that they “find it very
rewarding to host our boards and
agencies as it gives a closer tie to the
people around this continent. Many
new friendships can be made and old
ones renewed.”

«The Riverside (Calif.) Women’s
Society meets twice a month. In the
first meeting, they conduct a Bible
study, devotions, and business. Their
second meeting is a work bee, main-
taining church property and/or mak-
ing holiday tray favors for a nurs-
ing home. Each participant brings a
sandwich for herself and a piece of
fruit for a community fruit salad—
different every month depending

on what is in season or on sale.

*Qur SDB women have made
their mark in areas of special recog-
nition as well: The Milton, Wis.,
Evening Circle purchased a robe for
the Jamaican women to use for their
Conference’s “Robe of Achievement.”
Shiloh’s culinary skills received state-
wide recognition in the New Jersey
Historical Society’s “Dining In/Din-
ing Out” display in Newark in June
because of the chicken potpie dinners
which were held for 100 years. Battle
Creek’s Arabeth Deland was named
one of the “Valiant Women" by the
Michigan chapter of Church Women
United. Congratulations, Arabeth!

«The Evening and Afternoon
Women's Circles in Milton work
together on many projects, includ-
ing a luncheon for high school stu-
dents released from school for one
hour weekly for religious instruction.
What a potential for sorely-needed
ministry! Sp

*Albion, Wis.; Alfred, N.Y.; Alfred
Station, N.Y.; Battle Creek, Mich.;
Daytona Beach, Fla.; Dodge Center,
Minn.; Hebron, Pa.; Milton, Wis.
(two circles); North Loup, Neb.; Riv-
erside, Calif.; Shiloh, N.J.; and
Waterford, Conn.

L™
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The year 2000 will soon be upon
us. In the midst of concern over Y2K
glitches in the computer world, and
various predictions of end-time
prophets, Seventh Day Baptists
ought to be gearing up for a celebra-
tion of the 350th anniversary of our
beginnings as a denomination.

Some earlier writings have plac-
ed our beginnings in England with
John Traske, who briefly preached
a seventh-day Sabbath in 1617. Oth-
ers have tried to trace an unbroken
observance of the Sabbath from the
New Testament times to the Refor-
mation in England.

The Sabbath is an important
distinctive which marks us off from
most other churches, but our historic
roots are in the linking of the Sab-
bath to the Bapitist principle of bap-
tism of believers.

We owe a debt of gratitude to
those who preserved God’s Word
through centuries known as the Dark
Ages. We are thankful for those who
laboriously copied and translated the
Scriptures for later generations.

We have benefited from the lead-
ers of the Protestant Reformation.
From Martin Luther came the insight
into the Christian teaching of salva-
tion by faith. From John Calvin came
a focus on the very sovereignty of
God. From the much-persecuted
Anabaptists came the concept of

believer’s baptism.

Yet there was a reluctance among
Baptists in England to rely on the
writings of those reformers who
came before them. They did not want
to establish a kind of Apostolic Suc-
cession such as was found in Catholi-
cism or the Church of England. In-

stead they relied almost exclusively
on the Bible—the “sola scriptura,”
as it is sometimes called—for their
belief and practice was anchored in
the Bible alone.

The Separatist movement in
England, with its reliance upon the
Bible in the language and hands of
the common people, tilled the ground
from which Seventh Day Baptists had

Pearls from the Past by Don A. Sanford, historian

Sabbathkeeping meets
believer’s baptism

the Sabbath, he remained within
the Church of England. In calling for
a reform within the state church, he
maintained an episcopal polity be-
lieving that any reformation must
come from the supreme hierarchical
powers, that is, from the king and
Parliament.

Near the mid-point of the 17th
century, two documents brought the

Near the mid-point of the 17th century,
two documents brought the foundational
doctrines of believer’s baptism and
the Sabbath together, giving birth to the
Seventh Day Baptist denomination.

their beginning, John Smyth and
Thomas Helwys are credited with
the founding of the Baptist move-
ment in England near the beginning
of the 17th century.

Theophilus Braborne, a minister
within the Church of England, as
early as 1628 published 4 Discourse
Upon the Sabbath Day. In it, he at-
tempted to persuade the Church of
England to accept the validity of the
seventh day Sabbath.

He maintained that the Fourth
Commandment was still in effect,
that it had not been changed, and
that any meetings of the disciples
which may have been on the first day
were not to be taken as sufficient
ground for change unless accompa-
nied by specific command of God.

Braborne’s writings stirred de-
bate within the church bringing forth
a further writing, 4 Defense of the
Most Ancient and Sacred ordinance
of God'’s, the Sabbath Day, for which
he was imprisoned.

Yet in spite of his strong belief in

foundational doctrines of believer’s
baptism and the Sabbath together,
giving birth to the Seventh Day Bap-
tist denomination.
In 1649, James Ockford wrote a
treatise with the elongated title:
The Doctrine of the Fourth
Commandment deformed by
Popery; Reformed & Restored to
its Primitive unity,
Wherein is clearly proved by
Scripture, Arguments and Reasons
that the Seventh day of the week,
and not the first,
viz. the day called Saturday
[and not the day called Sunday]
Are the true Christian Sabbath
and a time Instituted
and Commanded by God himself,
Jor a day or time of his public wor-
ship in the time of the Gospel, as it
was in the time of the Law’

On March 8, 1649, the Parliament
issued an edict condemning this writ-
ing and ordering all copies to be con-
fiscated and burned. In his defense,
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Ockford assured his readers that he
was fully Christian, saying “ I am no
Jew, nor inclined to any Jewish opin-
ions; I seek not righteousness by the
Law, but by faith in the Son of God,
according to the Gospel.”

Ockford saw the Sabbath as a de-
light and joy, stating, “Happy shall
the Christian be, that worshipeth
God according to the Law, and give
Him His due, by placing on the Sab-
bath Day the honor which God
requireth to be performed on it.”

It is possible that the burning of
Ockford’s book caused others to
write anonymously. One such book is
the first known work on the Sabbath
which also called for believer’s bap-
tism by immersion. This work, pub-
lished in 1652 under the title 77%e
Moralite of the Fourth Command-
ment, pointed out the inconsistency
of those who rejected the Sabbath
as being Jewish while using the
Jewish rite of circumcision in sup-

port of infant baptism.

This unknown writer called for
baptism by immersion: “First see the
heart baptized in the blood of Christ,
then bring the body to be washed in
pure water, the whole body, not a
part, washed, not sprinkled.”

The execution of Charles I in 1649,
and the establishment of the Com-
monwealth, brought a decade of rela-
tive freedom from the authoritarian-
ism of the established Church. For
Seventh Day Baptists, this has been
considered the “Great Decade,” for
they were granted freedom to both
proclaim and practice their convic-
tion of the Sabbath.

William Saller, John Spittlehouse,
Dr. Peter Chamberlen, Thomas
Tillam, and Edward Stennett were
among those who openly proclaimed
the Sabbath. Although the earliest
records were lost, Sellers is consid-
ered as the first pastor of the Mill
Yard Church, founded about 1650.

aation: of Fobn Hide.
Refolved by the Parliamtens,

Refolved by the Parliament,

DieVeneris, § Martii, 164.9,

r. Millington Reports from the Committtee of Plundred Minifters,
the maver of Fact touching the Book entituled, The Dotfrine of the

. Fourth Commandment deformed by Popery, reformed and reflored to its
Prinitive Parity, &c. And the examination of Augufline
Gartrude Dawfon, Princer of the faid Book for Fantes Oakeford ; and the exami.

Nicholas, Servantto
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In 1659, Chamberlen, Tillam, and
Matthew Coppinger were involved in
a debate held at the Stone Chapel be-
side Saint Paul’s Cathedral in Lon-
don, which attracted hundreds of
people. Their opponent was Jere-
miah Ives, who published an account
of the debate in his book Saturday
No Sabbath, which was addressed
to “the believers in Christ, especially
they who are in bondage to the Jew-
ish Sabbath.”

Throughout this period, some of
the strongest opposition appears to
have come from Baptists who could
not refute the scriptural claim of the
Sabbath, but relied upon the anti-
Semitism which equated Sabbath-
keeping to Judaism.

One of the most noted writers of
the time, John Milton, defended the
“no Sabbath” position, holding that
the seventh-day Sabbath was strictly
Jewish and that there was no com-
mand in the New Testament for
observing any particular day.

He did state strongly that it was
only on the authority of the Church
that Sunday was observed. He said
that any who claimed scriptural au-
thority were on dangerous territory
and should be aware of the conse-
quences likely to follow in the inter-
pretation of Scripture.

In conclusion, Milton stated that
if the time of public worship was
regulated “by the prescriptions of the
Decalogue, it will surely be safer to
observe the seventh day, according
to the express command of God, than
on the authority of mere human con-
jecture to adopt the first.”™ Sp

lames] O[ckford], 77ie Doctrine of
the Fourth Commandment..., (London
1649). Only known copy at Christ Church
College, Oxford, England. (Microfilm
copy MF 1986.76, SDB Historical Soci-
ety.)

2The Moralite of the Fourth Com-
mandment, (1652), M2617A, UMI 86.

3 John Milton, A Treatise on Christian
Doctrine: Compiled from the Holy Scrip-
tures Alone, trans., Charles Summer,
(Boston: Cummings, Hillard & Co., 1825),
2:326-41.
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1999 Scripture Memorization Program

The 1998-99 Scripture Memory program featured the theme of Conference.President Norma Rudert, “Be Ye Holy,
for 1 Am Holy.” Participants who completed the program were presented certificates at t,he Genera.l Conferen.ce ses-
sions in Holland, Mich. (The 1999-2000 memorization program was listed in last month’s SR. Copies are available
from the Board of Christian Education at 607-587-8527.)
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During the past year, the emphasis
in Guyana has been on evangelistic
outreach and improving the church
in Kitty, Georgetown. These tasks
have raised the morale of the Con-
ference members as they see their
mother church upgraded and great-
er activity bringing in new people.

This year, the Seventh Day Baptist
Conference of Churches in Guyana
celebrated its 51st anniversary with
meetings in the Kitty church in
Georgetown. The event was well at-
tended, carrying forward the theme
“Enlarging the Tent.” The excitement
increased as they discussed the work
being done in the Conference. This
discussion ranged from the evange-
listic work of several churches, to the
plans to fix up the church building
in Kitty.

In an attempt to carry out the aims
of the Conference theme, a telecast
is planned for this fall. The telecast
will be on one of the most popular
local television stations each Sunday
morning.

With God’s help, and with assis-
tance from our brethren around the
world, this program can be impres-
sive and spiritually enriched. To do
this, they need help from the pastors
in each of our sister Conferences and
churches. They would like brief, 20-
minute messages that can be used
as part of their broadcast. Later,
they plan to branch out to a radio
format, which will depend upon
regular donations.

If you are interested in participat-
ing in this outreach, send an audio or
videocassette to the Missionary Soci-
ety in Westerly, R.L, and we will be
glad to forward them to the Guyana
Seventh Day Baptist office.

Evangelistic crusades were held
at four sites, including Joanna Cecilia
Village, Queenstown Village, the

FOCUs Growth
on Missions |0 Guyana

Uitvlugt Seventh Day Baptist Church,
and the Parika SDB Church.

Brother Val Bennett, a dedicated
worker missionary from the U.S.,
told of a group that meets Sunday
mornings at the New Opportunity
Core School. They use evangelistic
videos to convey the Gospel message,
and the response was very significant
throughout the crusades, as well as
at the regular meetings at New Op-
portunity. A number of students de-
cided to follow the Lord, and 43 were
baptized, including six not attending
the school.

Through the efforts of Brother
Bennett, they acquired one keyboard,
one 60-watt amplifier, one 12-volt
battery, and other accessories to as-
sist with the evangelistic efforts. This
equipment was used at the New Op-
portunity Core School, and at meet-
ings in Joanna Cecilia, Dartmouth,
Bona Ventura, Parika, and Uitviugt.
Two outboard motors were also ac-
quired: a 5 horsepower, and a 35 hp.
A Conference representative current-
ly uses one of the motors when visit-
ing interior churches.

Used clothing is sent to the Guy-
ana churches in the same manner as
in other Conference churches. The
clothes enable them to help those
who do not have adequate funds to
purchase garments, or those who
have undergone natural calamities.

Recently, the Ministry of Labor
and Human Services referred a
number of clients who needed emer-
gency help. Guyana SDBs helped
these people receive food, clothing,
and small sums of money to meet
their emergency needs. For example,
a young man received funds to help
him with an examination, and two
families that were burned out of
their homes were given clothing
and money.

by Kirk Looper

The Guyana SDB churches have
received clothing from the Women’s
League of the Hope SDB Church and
Remnant Church of God Seventh Day
in Philadelphia, Pa. Others are invit-
ed to send clothing and supplies to
the Guyana churches to help with
this project.

We appreciate Brother Bennett
as he continues to minister to the
churches in Guyana. We continue to
pray for funds to help with the proj-
ects he is leading, and for money to
help with his personal expenses. S

SDB Missionary Society

119 Main St.

Westerly, RI 02891

Phone: (401) 596-4326

E-mail: sdbmissoc@edgenet.net

Guyana

South
America

&
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Ruthanne Cain,
Lydia Davis, and
Peter Fox. Three
awesome friends
JSrom Ohto and
West Virginia.

Randy Kersten, representing Milton,

Wisconsin!!

Produced by the Youth Commitiee of the Board of Christian Education
For and by members of the SDB Youth Fellowship October 1999

Pics from Pre-Con

by Aubrey Appel

Putting our heads
together and
getting to know
each other.

Gabe Vaught, Tracy Bruce, Crystal
Butler, and Rarlene Neher flying
through the atr. Peter Fox (back-
ground) was still grounded.
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And more from Conference

Jim Goodrich of North Loup, Neb., taught one ... while Dianne Hibbard of the Central Maryland church was busy with a
Sabbath School class... younger set.

: G

Jammin’ at the Coffee House. This young quartet came from our Toronto, Ontario, church (1. tor.):
Jeffery Sinclair, Jamaal Fyffe, Omari Rhoden, and Keith Ashley.

i 3 3

Miriam Lawrton (left) and Joanna ‘ . . Hi SS
Harris get their Youth Banquet food. The Yeung Adult Pre-Con attendees led vespers on Wednesday night.
Jan Noel served as YF advisor. .
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Livein Harmony with One Another

S

1 Peter 3:8, in the
New International Ver-
sion, challenges us to
“Live in Harmony” with
one another: “Finally,
all of you, live in har-
mony with one another;
be sympathetic, love as
brothers, be compas-
sionate and humble. Do not repay
evil with evil or insult with insult,
but with blessing, because to this
you were called so that you may in-
herit a blessing” (3:8-9).

Three things should be ebvious
to us as we read this passage.

First: These early Christians
needed encouragement to live in
harmony. Even in the first century,
believers did not automatically
have harmony with each other.

Second: Harmony is not sweeping
differences under the rug or ignor-
ing them, or pretending they do not
exist. It requires effort, submission
to God’s will, and a genuine love for
fellow believers to work through the
differences that can produce discord.

Third: Harmony is an achievable
goal. Peter would not have wasted
time and created frustration by giv-
ing instructions that could not be
obeyed.

These verses are as important for
us to apply today as they were when
Peter first dictated them for distribu-
tion among the churches of his day.

Living in harmony with one an-
other is not an option or a nifty con-
cept we are to discuss, It is stated in
imperative language. It is an absolute
instruction to believers.

Other passages state similar ideas.

The President’s Page

John quotes Jesus as saying, “Love
one another as I have loved you”
(John 13:34). Luke described the
church in Jerusalem as being united
with one heart and one soul (Acts
4:32).

But there is a unique quality to
Peter’s instruction, a quality that I
believe is particularly important to
us as a people as we move into the
year 2000.

Blending harmony and diversity

by John Camenga

your lips but don’t make a sound.”
She wanted unison voices, so she
silenced me.

Perhaps this is one of the reasons
I find many of the modern praise
choruses an ineffective form of wor-
ship for me. (I am not judging what
their usefulness in worship is for any-
one else. Many of them are hard for
me to sing because they are outside
the range Ged created in my vocal

We can be in harmony, while
respecting and even cherishing our
diversity. We do not have to think and act in
unison to “Live in Harmony” with one another.

Obviously, it is easy for us to use
musical illustrations when discussing
harmony. There is a richness and
fullness to music created by the har-
monious blending of voices or instru-
ments. This richness is not produced
when singing or playing in unison.

T have never had a singing voice
that easily hit the high notes. I re-
member the hurt and humiliation
of what happened to me when I was
in elementary school.

We were preparing for a program
and I could not sing the notes that
seemed to come so easily for the
other children in the class. I sang
them an octave lower and thought
that was pretty good. The music
teacher had another opinion.

She told me—in front of the other
children—"Johnny, when we go out
on the stage to sing, you just move

cords, and they don’t provide a har-
mony line that I can sing.)

Ilove the heauty and fullness of
harmony singing. It gives me an
opportunity to find a place—a way
to participate in the experience of
shared worship without embarrass-
ment and without being required to
absolutely conform to the patterns
and tones of those around me.

We can be in harmony, while
respecting and even cherishing our
diversity. In fact, as we mature we
discover that it is that very diversity
of tone that produces richness and
depth in our music. We also discover,
as we mature, that we do not have to
think and act in unison to “Live in
Harmony” with one another. S

Next month: What about those
puzzle pieces?
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Name:
Stephen Glen Osbhorn

Birthdate and place:
October 18, 1966 Winchester, Kan.

Current pastorate:
Lost Creek, W.Va., Seventh Day Baptist Church

(since 1996)

Family:

My awesome wife, Angie; one son, Seth (3 years);
two daughters, Michaella (2 years) and Gabrielle (5
months); one dog, Noah (21 dog years); one cat, Tickle,
and nine kittens (free to good home).

Education:

Dodge Center, Minn., High School, 1985

Bachelor of Arts in Music, Westmont College,
Santa Barbara, Calif., 1990

Master of Divinity, Trinity Evangelical Divinity
School, Deerfield, I11., 1995

Currently enrolled in the school of life.

Former pastorates/employment:
Summer Youth Pastor—
Battle Creek, Mich., SDB Church, 1991-1992
Pastoral Internship—
Milton, Wis., SDB Church, 1993-1995
Pastor of Christian Education—
Milton SDB Church, 1995-1996

Other:
Special Education Aide—
Janesville, Wis., School District
Math Teacher— .
Rock County Christian Schools, Beloit, Wis.

My first job was: A

I begged to be able to help my brothers mow the
church and parsonage lawn in Nortonville, Kan,
Not my brightest decision.

Personal heroes: .
My dad and mom (Paul and Muriel Osborn)

Favorite Bible passage:
The Book of Romans

Favorite authors:
God, C.S. Lewis, and Dr. Seuss

Most people don’t know (about me):
That I once solved the Rubik’s Cube, with my feet.

When I have time, I enjoy:
Playing or watching most any sport.

A great answer to prayer was:
Getting together with Angie, finally!!!!

A church project m excited about:

Two years ago we started a Bible Club for the children
of the community. It has grown rapidly, and we have
been able to minister to over 60 children and their
families.

My vision for SDBs:

That through church planting and revitalization of
existing churches, we would be able to increase the depth
and breadth of our influence for Christ in our world.
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S News

Texarkana on the move

by Mynor Soper

Great excitement permeates the
entire Seventh Day Baptist congre-
gation