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It began with little things, just small questions ... 

'the way fog creeps in on a cool summer evening . 

. Then, it be~me a blinding fog-

and bewildering questions 

surrounded me. 

My easygoing existence 

was challenged in a way' 

I never experienced before. 

Wiry is lifotrollblillgme now? -

Everything I had considered 

trustwo~thy was falling apart. 

My life was no longer safe 

and secure. 

No, it's okay. 

. I call hm/dle everythiilg myself: 

But I knew I had lost my way. '. 

The fog completely enveloped me. 
- " 

It w:s a darkban~ier blocking me 

from the truth. 

I was so confused. 

Slowly,.someone emerged from the swirling mists. 

He: stood before 1Jl~,~oldingout a book. 

"Don't be afraid, This book will help you find .... . 

the way out of your darkness and COI1IIJIS;.OIlI,: 

Really? 

On the outside it looked like any ~ther 

Then I could see it was a beacon of light 

shadows around ~e. 

"Come with me," he;aid, taking my hand. 

"Let me guide 'you out~f this' darkness!" 

. Urging me forward, he showed me I n~ededto 

find the God of the begi.!ll1ing, ~ho is the light in the 

midst of my darkness. This waS the ansWer that I was. 

desperately seeking. Th~ God~ho hadc;reated the . '- .". " .. 

entire universe was not soTar away after aJt 

"Here,readthis;"hejns~cte9 ... H~f~!at me 

until I began to '!lake the conne~tio~be~~enwhat 
' .. <";( < • ", • i 

I was reading aJl4how to know the living God. 

I was like a spo~;~aking !lP everything I could 

n.;:::P~~ . 
I I called out, I had the book with Go~'s words in my hands. 

struggling to' find a way 

out of the darkness! 

And this new companio~-~ou1d guide me. A new life , 

opened up before me as the fog disappeared. 
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house ahead. Its size and beauty were awesome! 

I looked at my companion to see his reaction. 

He just smiled and walked on up the driveway. 

I followed, eager to get a closer look at this 

magnificent estate. There on the veranda sat a 

handsome man. Apparently he had everything 

going for him. But to my surprise, he was the 

saddest looking person 1 had ever seen. 

"Welcome," he said. "My name is Rich." 

"Excuse me for asking," 1 said after we introduced 

ourselves, "but you look so down. Someone like 

you shouldn't have a care in the world! What's the 

matter?" 

"It's this book," he replied, pulling from his coat 

pocket a brand-new copy of the same book we had 

been reading. 

"That's a wonderful book!" I exclaimed. 

''I'm not so sure about that. I was told it contains 

the true meaning of/ife." 

"Yes, my companion here is showing me where 

to find it," I began, then hesitated. "Haven't you 

found it?" 

"I didn't really read enough to know one way or 

the other. But 1 did talk to people who have spent 

their entire lives studying this book. I thought 1 

could save time if they just told me what it means. 

However, they argue with each other about it and 

all have different answers." 

"You mean you haven't read it?" I asked 

in amazement. 

"I don't know where to start," Rich complained. 

"It doesn't matter. Just read it for yourself" 

"That's right," my companion encouraged. 

"You can read history, po~try, wise sayings - why, 

the truth is everywhere in this book!" 

Then I told Rich what happened to me. 1 

explained that before 1 started to read this book 

1 was living in a dense fog, unable to make sense 

out of my life. "Now when 1 read what is written 

here and ask God to help me as I read, so much 

becomes clear to me." 

I touched Rich's shoulder and added, 

"This book looks like a collection of writings, 

written by different human authors, but 1 believe 

it is God's book" 

"God's book? Isn't that a bit strong?" Rich objected. 

"Not at al\!" 

"But saying that it is God's book .. " Rich continued 

to protest. 

"Well, let's read it so you can draw your own 

conclusion. After all, you have everything anyone 

might want in this life, but you admit that nothing 

is working for you." 

"I guess it might not be a complete waste of time," 

Rich replied. (He sounded partly annoyed with my 

persistence and partly curious about what he might 

actually discover in the book) 

Our companion hovered over us as we read and 

pointed to other pages that could help liS understand 

God's words. 

After a while I asked Rich, "So, what do you 

think about the book so far?" 

''I'm learning a great deal about God and about 

his relationship with people." 

"Yes, that's right!" I rejoiced. 

"Sometimes people do what pleases God and 

sometimes they don't. That's certainly true-to-life." 

"Everyone can learn lessons from that," our 

companion said. 

Rich suddenly jumped up. Turning, he looked 

at his wonderful home for a moment. Then he 

turned back to me and whispered, ''I'm thinking 

that if God is the author of this book, I have found 

the real treasure at last!" 

'Md," I quipped, "you must read the book, not 

just carry it around in your coat pocket, to uncover 

that treasure." 

"Okay," Rich said sheepishly. "I get the point." 

"Are you ready to continue?" 

'Absolutely!" 



ALL SCRIPTURE IS GOD-BREATHED AND IS 

USEFUL FOR TEACHING, REBUKING, CORRECTING AND 

TRAINING IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, 

SO THAT THE MAN OF GOD MAY BE 

THOROUGHLY EQUIPPED FOR EVERY GOOD WORK. 

'~":!··~·~i=-

frhen Rich said to me, "Something different happens when I read this book." 
,;,/ 

"What's that?" 

"Even when our companion doesn't say a word, I think he is helping me 

understand what I'm reading." 

"Yes!" I shouted joyfully over this shared discovery. 

As our companion read God's word to us, his special identity was revealed: 

2 TIMOTHY 3=16-17 

THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHOM THE FATHER 

WILL SEND IN MY NAME, WILL TEACH YOU ALL THINGS 

AND WILL REMIND YOU OF EVERYTHING I HAVE SAID TO YOU. 

"We have God's book, the Bible, and we have a divine Companion, 

the Holy Spirit, to help us understand the book's content," Rich said. 

"I guess God must really want his book to be read and understood." 

"That's. how I see it, Rich." 

"Let's get going then!" 

C' Ub Rich joined me on the journey. We thought just reading would uncover 

what God wanted us to find. We didn't notice when our Companion went to 

the right as we wandered down the road to the left. We were totally consumed 

trying to top each other in our latest acquisition of knowledge. We began to 

memorize verses and entire paragraphs from God's book, as if that would make 

us superior to anyone else we met along the way. We delighted in stumping each 

other with trivia questions based on insignificant details. 
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\. " If was getting very crowded on this road. 
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Suddenly I stumbled 0ver a sorry-looking 

person in the way and dropped my Bible. 

As I picked it up, I wondered who she 

could be. It was impossible to guess 

anything about her, except that her life 

must have been extremely difficult. 

She looked like the weight of the world 

had come crashing down on her and 

that she had all but given up on life. 

"Who are you?" I hesitantly asked. 

"Oh, you don't want to know me!" 

she wailed. 

"But, who are you?" I repeated. 'Md 

what is wrong?" After much cajoling, 

we found out her name was Regretta. 

Brushing tears from her eyes, she 

mumbled, "Is that book the Bible?" 

"Yes, have you read it?" Rich asked. 

"Unfortunately, I have ... sorry to say ... " 

her voice trailed off. 

"Why do you say 'unfortunately'?" 

asked her. 

"Because it's hopeless. I was going along 

fine until I read about how great God is 

and how terrible I am. Reading that book 

made it clear that God is perfect and 

God's judgment is perfect. I am a sinner 

and by God's judgment I'm condemned." 

Rich remembered something we had come across 

fairly early on our journey and, turning to it in the 

Bible, he read aloud: 

.. :for aiL lucve JIxxed axd 

jaIL Jlwrt if tlttJ!fJ'J if 0d ... 

"Yes, that says it all, doesn't it?" Regretta moaned. 

"No, it doesn't say it all. Look, there's more!" 

Turning the page Rich continued to read: 

g:,;r tltt W~tJ if lix i.f citatA. ... 
"Oh, it's terrible! Just terrible!" Regretta interrupted. 

"But listen to the rest of it. Go on, Rich," I urged. 

"Finish that verse." 

.. ./mf fAtJift if god II dentaL ije 

ix CAri.rf JtJJ(J fJJir J.,fJrd 

Looking beyond us down the road, Regretta 

motioned, "Someone seems to be trying to get your 

attention. Do you know who it is?" 

It was our Companion. 

Rich called out, "Hey, where have you been?" 

"Waiting for you to find Regretta." 

Q Companion starred talking to the thtee of us 

as if he had been with us all along. "You are quite 

right. God is perfect and is the perfect judge. Every 

person in the world has failed miserably to meet 

God's standard. Everyone is condemned - but that's 

not the end of the message. God loved the world so 

much that he sent his Son, Jesus, in human form to 

live among people. He took on the burden of your 

sin so that you could be forgiven. Jesus' death and 

resurrection gives you a way to approach God, so 

you can enter into his presence and have an entirely 

new life now and forever! God turned your terrible 

situation into something very different. Instead of 

being sad about your condemnation, you can accept 

what God has done for you through his Son and 

rejoice in the new life God has provided." 

Regretta sat quietly for a full minute before 

replying. "I never saw the whole picture before. 

That's amazing! God is perfect and God's judgment 

is still perfect, but he loved me enough to forgive me." 

Then Regretta bowed her head and prayed, 

"Thank you, God, for sending Jesus for me - for 

loving me and cleansing me through the sacrifice 

of your Son. I accept your forgiveness, in Jesus' name." 
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~d [ looked" ",cl, oth", 

realizing that the very message that had 

helped Regretta see the truth about God 

was something we also needed to take 

to heart. 

"Are you thinking what I'm thinking?" 

1 asked Rich. 

"Yeah ... we've been so wrapped up 

in details that we missed the heart of 

the message." 

We shook our heads, not sure what 

to do next. 

'~ccept the same forgiveness from God 

that Regretta has just accepted," our 

Companion urged. "It's true that God's 

book helps you to see your shortcomings, 

but not so that you will be condemned 

forever. God wants you to recognize your 

failures so you can go to him for help, 

for forgiveness, and for comfort and 

strength to live in ways which please him. 

God loves you and wants you to enjoy 

what he has for you. You can't enjoy 

anything from God when you're feeling 

guilty and miserable." 

"That's for sure," Regretta piped up. 

"1 feel so different, so new, as if a great 

burden has been lifted from me!" 

"The guilt of living outside of God's perfect plan is 

a great burden, Regretta," our Companion declared. 

"Being freed from that guilt is a relief. It's a start to a 

new life, the life God wants you to live." 

Then our Companion turned to Rich and me. 

'~e you ready to start again?" 

We readily agreed, sensing our own burdens being 

lifted when we received the forgiveness we needed to 

follow God's path. 

"Rich and 1 are on a journey," 1 explained to 

Regretta. "We are searching the Bible to find out 

what God wants us to know, and our Companion 

is the guide. Unfortunately, somewhere along the 

way we took a wrong turn. But now we can continue 

our search." 

"What about me?" Regretta asked. ''I'm searching 

for the same thing. Can 1 go with you?" 

"Of course! Come along!" 

~ We tiMe t-y tfw ~, 

UM~~itep 

w-u[{ tfve ~. 

".We saw in the life of God's Son Jesus 

:_"""""''''''''l1IL.l1l1~\''' to be amazed by God's book. But 

':-at the same time we found more questions. We 

, became increasingly dependent on our Companion 

, for help as we read. He constantly reminded us 

that we needed our hearts to be touched. 



"GCi'4 . Wc~ ~ 4C ~ .. t\{e 
~tcve ~ joy ~ -it. tfw;t. 

. . 

, ~'t .<,O~ ·~f" 

Then we met Zoe, whose very name means Life. 

The name suited her. Zoe was full of life! It was 

hard to keep our eyes focused on her because she 

seemed to bounce from place to place with one 

bubbly expression after another. 

"Could you calm down long enough for us to 

get acquainted with you?" I asked. 

"Calm down? Why would I want to do that?" 

Zoe replied with a skip and a hop. 

"Is that a Bible under your arm?" Regretta asked. 

"Yes! It's God's Word, and it has so much life 

and love and joy in it that I can't contain myselfl" 

"We have been reading it and seeing many 

wonderful things in it, too," Regretta informed her. 

"Seeing is just the beginning! There's so much 

more!" Zoe gushed. 

Rich had been watching Zoe as she bounded and 

leaped around us. He was very puzzled. "What have 

you discovered? Why do you say that 'seeing is just 

the beginning'?" 

Zoe broke into a brilliant smile and said, "Your 

Companion has been encouraging you to let what 

you read take root in your hearts, right?" 

"Yes, but how did you know that?" Regretta asked. 

"Because that is part of his job description. He 

instructs you in God's book, and he also creates a 

.1 

personal connection for God's new life to flow into 

you." Zoe seemed to dance above the ground as she 

spoke. Seeing our bewilderment, she sat down with 

her copy of the Bible and began to read aloud: 

WefuM;e~~d 

:tfw ~ cfr tfw w~ W 
tfw~W~~~qM, 

~ we ~ ~ w{{a;t 

GcA fw4 ~ ~e1\, M. 

1~2:12 

Tf!w~!Jt~~ 

~~,Wtfw~ 

aJ14wiU t, :tfw ~ 

~~~~. 

AM -it tfw ~ !Jt ~ 
w~ ~ JeM44 ~ tfw ~ 

~tw~~~, 

f!w w~ ~ CfvJM:t 

ttc#\- :tfw ~ w-ilt atw ~e 
~to~~4at~~ 

~w~, 
wile We4 ~ ~. 
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"This is just the beginning, because there's so 

much morel" Zoe enthused. Then turning to our 

Companion, she asked, "Don't you think it's time 

that they meet the others?" 

He smiled and nodded. 

"What others?" Rich asked. 

Regretta and I were just as eager as Rich to hear 

the answer. Who were these "others"? 

"Come along! They are waiting for us not far from 

here. In fact, we will arrive in time for Sabbath." 

Zoe had barely finished her rather cryptic answer 

when Rich started in again, this time wondering aloud 

about Sabbath. 

"Wait a minute," Rich began. "We read about the 

Sabbath in God's book, but as modern-day people we 

don't need that holy day any longer. Every day that we 

spend with God is special." 

"Hmmm," Zoe paused, considering her words 

quite carefully. "Do modern-day people work and 

need rest?" 

"Yeah ... " 

"Do modern-day people make mistakes and need 

God's forgiveness?" 

"Oh, yeah!" 

"Do modern-day people need reminders of God's 

love for them?" 

"But that's why he sent Jesus," Rich replied. 

"Yes, God sent his Son Jesus Christ so that through 

him we could have forgiveness, a fresh start, and a life 

without end ... a life filled with reminders of God's love. 

The Sabbath, the day God set apart as holy, is still holy 

and meant to be a blessing. He knew we would get 

tired and need to rest. The seventh day is a special day 

God has given for our refreshment. It is a day we 

can 'be still' without feeling guilty; a day we can focus 

entirely on our relationship with God." 



"But that's what we've been doing all week," 

I declared. 

"You won't always be able to get away from 

the world's distractions to concentrate fully on 

God. He knows that! So he set aside the seventh 

day, from Friday sundown to Saturday sundown. 

After having such a refreshing time with God, 

you can return to your work with renewed zeal 

and share what he has given you with those 

around you." 

"I never thought of the Sabbath as being a 

blessing, but it certainly could be just that," 

Rich admitted. 

'1\nd since our week has been filled with 

many special times with God and with one 

another, this will be a wonderful Sabbath Day!" 

Regretta beamed. 

"The others are preparing for Sabbath. Being 

with them will help you understand that you not 

only have your own life in God's Spirit, but you 

also have a shared life with others who live 

through him." 

"This sounds so exciting!" Regretta exclaimed. 

"Let's hurry, because we don't want to miss a 

moment!" 

We picked up the pace, thrilled that we could 

now experience in person more of what we had 

read about in God's book. 

Zoe was right. We did not have to travel very 

far to reach the others. In fact, we could hear the 

happy sounds of singing before we got there. 

HE IS WITH EVERYONE WHO HAS ACCEPTED 

GOD'S GIFT OF FORGIVENESS AND NEW LIFE 

/·~u ,(I (1 , ~/r j~ 

jl"~eIcome!" we were greeted at the door. 
S? tP" 

"We're so glad that you have come to be 

with us! My name is Shep. Come on in, 

brothers and sisters!" 

"Why are you calling us brothers and 

sisters?" Rich asked. "We dont even know 

anyone here." 

Regretta reminded him, "Maybe it's like 

what we read in the Bible - we are a kind 

of family because of the new life we have 

together in God." 

"Yes! God is our Father. Therefore we 

are God's children," Shep kindly explained. 

''And that makes us spiritual brothers and 

sisters. Our Father loves us equally and 

lavishes us with his many blessings, as if 

each of us is his only child." 

"We've read about this in God's book, 

but up until now it was hard to picture, 

since there are so few of us," 1 commented. 

"You will discover, just as Zoe has 

probably been telling you already, that 

here we put into practice what has been 

so beautifully described in the Bible. We 

share God's gifts for the benefit of all, even 

those who have not yet accepted new life 

from him." 

"This is so wonderful!" Regretta said 

with joyful tears streaming down her face. 

"It's even more than I had imagined. I feel 

a warmth in my heart, a strong flame 

where there had been only a flicker 

before." 

"The Holy Spirit has a strengthened 

presence when you are among God's 

people," Zoe said as she handed Regretta 

a cloth to dry her eyes. 

"Yes, and the Person of Jesus Christ 

becomes more recognizable, too," Shep 

added. "This evening and tomorrow you'll 

have opportunities to find that out for 

yourselves. Now, please join us as we 

worship the Lord." 

Regretta, Rich, and I took seats among 

our new-found family. Several people stood 

by the piano in the front and sang about 

their love for Jesus. As 1 looked around, 

I noticed that our Companion knew 

everyone there. I smiled as I realized he 

is with everyone who has accepted God's 

gift of forgiveness and new life. 



Ft--
[fhen Shep began teaching from God's book. I 
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watched as our Companion seemed to be everywhere 

at once, guiding each person in that room. He was 

standing with Shep by the lectern, and yet at the same 

instant kneeling to comfort an elderly woman in a 

wheelchair, as well as gently nudging a youngster who 

was sitting with some other children near the back. 

As I glanced at the faces of those gathered, I 

suddenly realized we had all experienced remarkable 

changes in our lives. Our stories were not identical. 

I knew that because I had gotten so well acquainted 

with Rich and Regretta. Nevertheless, everyone there 

that night could declare with equal sincerity that they 

experienced God's love and life in an up-close and 

personal way. It was a turning point for me. Evidently, 

my traveling companions were also coming to that 

same wonderful realization. 

After an evening of studying God's book together, 

praying together, praising God together, and seeking 

God's direction together, Rich said, "You know what 

I think of all of this togetherness? The new life we 

have in God is meant to be a shared experience." 

"You're absolutely right about that, Rich. We 

shouldn't live this new life as isolated human beings," 

Regretta heartily agreed. 

Shep had overheard our conversation and joined in. 

"What things might we not have much of on our 

own, but more than enough when we share?" 

"How about prayers?" I suggested. 

"That's good," Regretta immediately affirmed. "You 

know, we always seem to get farther in knowing what 

God wants us to do when we pray together instead of 

individually. " 

"What else?" prompted Shep. 

"Well, there's money," Rich said with a little 

embarrassment. "We can do more good with 

more money." 

"Okay. And what about all those spiritual gifts we 

were reading about? If we use the understanding God 

has given us of his book to teach others, or the 

kindness God has put in our hearts to ease someone 

else's grief, then we will be doing much more together 

than we could possibly accomplish alone," Regretta 

smiled as she thought aloud. 

'Mer all," Zoe pointed out, "it's all about sharing 

the blessings God gives!" 

/;;·-:':t~ .// /i 
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,/\'f;'9"spent Sabbath morning still very much 

together - in Bible study, prayer, and praise. We 

exalted the Lord and sought his will together. 

"As great as our individual lives are with God, 

this shared life as God's people is important, too!" 

I rejoiced. 

'~en!" Zoe chimed in. 

Then Shep announced, "This afternoon we will 

be gathering outside by the lake for a baptism. Later, 

as Sabbath is ending, we will return here to celebrate 

the Lord's Supper. These are both very special events 

in the life of our church family, so I want to spend 

a few minutes sharing what God's book has to say 

about them." 

Rich motioned me aside. "Have you heard about 

these ceremonies before?" 

"It sounds important. I want to find out more 

about it all- don't you?" 

"Yes I do," he replied as we started out. 



~ ev<nmg, " tho "'" "" pointing tho sky with b",utiful gold"" colo", wo gathored .gain: 

Regretta asked, 

"What is all that on the table?" 

Rich quietly answered, 

"It must be the bread and 'cup' 

Shep told us about earlier." 

Everyone began singing a song 

we had leamed that day. 

We gathered around the table 

where there was a plate of 

unleavened bread and small 

cups of grape juice. The bread was 

broken up, and the plate was passed 

around the circle until everyone 

had been served a piece of the 

cracker-like bread. 

Together we ate the dry morsels and 

Then the small cups of juice were passed around. 

We drank together, remembering the blood of Jesus Christ 

in which we found forgiveness and new life. 

Several people prayed. Someone sang a song of praise to God. 

It was truly humbling to participate in this service. 

I even caught a glimpse of Rich wiping away a tear. 
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we as a people believe. Each section has Scripture references, parts of the Bible, which are 

directly related to a specific area of our faith. we invite you to take some time to read these 

and see for yourself how God has revealed His plan for our lives, giving us pictures of 

Himself and instructions about relating to Him and to others around us. 

SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST STATEMENT OF BELIEF 

INTRODUCTION 

Seventh Day Baptists consider liberty of thought under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit to be essential to Christian belief and practice. Therefore 
we encourage the unhindered study and open discussion of Scripture. We 
uphold the individual's freedom of conscience in seeking to determine 
and obey the will of God. The following statement is not intended to be 
exhaustive, but is an expression of our common belief, which is derived 
from our understanding of Scripture. 

I. GOD 

We believe in one God, infinite and perfect, the Creator and Sustainer 
of the universe who exists eternally in three persons - Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit - and desires to share His love in a personal relationship with 
everyone. 

THE FATHER 

We believe in God the Father, who is sovereign over all, and is loving 
and just as He forgives the repentant and condemns the unrepentant. 

THE SON 

We believe in God the Son, who became incarnate in Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and Savior. He gave Himself on the cross as the complete and final 
sacrifice for sin. As our Risen Lord, He is the mediator between God the 
Father and mankind. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, who gives spiritual 
birth to believers, lives within them, and empowers them for witnessing 
and service. We believe the Holy Spirit inspired the Scriptures, convicts 
of sin and instructs in righteousness. 

See 2 Corinthians 3: 17-18 
2 Timothy 2:15; Romans 12:2; 
Ephesians 4:3-6, 15; 
Romans 10: 17; 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 

See 1 Timothy 1:17; 
Deuteronomy 6:4; 1 Kings 8:27: 
1 John 1:5; Genesis 1:1-2: 
Acts 17:24-25,28; Psalm 90:1-2; 
Matthew 28:19; John 3:16; 
Isaiah 57:15; 2 Peter 3:9 

See 1 Corinthians 8:6; 
Ephesians 4:6; Ezekiel 33:11; 
2 Thessalonians 1:6-8; John 5:24: 
John 3:16-18 

See John 1:34; Hebrews 1:3: 
John 1:14-18: Romans 1:3-4: 
1 John 3: 16; 1 Peter 2:24; 
Hebrews 10:10-14,· 1 John 2:1-2; 
1 Corinthians 15:20-21; 
1 Timothy 2:5: John 14:6 

See John 14:16; 3:5-8: 14:17; 
Romans 5:5: 2 Peter 1:20-21; 
1 Corinthians 12:4-7: 
John 16:7-11 



II. THE BIBLE 

We believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God and is our final 
authority in matters of faith and practice. We believe that Jesus Christ, in 
His life and teachings as recorded in the Bible, is the supreme interpreter 
of God's will for mankind. 

III. MANKIND 

We believe that mankind was created in the image of God and is therefore 
the noblest work of creation. We believe that human beings have moral 
responsibility and are created to enjoy both divine and human fellowship as 
children of God. 

IV: SIN AND SALVATION 

We believe that sin is disobedience to God and failure to live according 
to His will. Because of sin all people have separated themselves from God. 
We believe that because we are sinners, we are in need of a Savior. We 
believe that salvation from sin and death is the gift of God by redeeming 
love accomplished by Christ's death and resurrection, and is received only 
by repentance and faith in Him. We believe that all who repent of their sin 
and receive Christ as Savior will not be punished at the final judgment but 
enjoy eternal life. 

v: ETERNAL LIFE 

We believe that Jesus rose from the dead and lives eternally with the 
Father, and that He will come again with power and great glory. We believe 
that eternal life begins in knowing God through a commitment to Jesus 
Christ. We believe that because He died and lives again, resurrection with 
spiritual and imperishable bodies is the gift of God to believers. 

VI. THE CHURCH 

We believe that the church of God is all believers gathered by the Holy 
Spirit and joined into one body; of which Christ is the Head. We believe 
that the local church is a community of believers organized in covenant 
relationship for worship, fellowship and service, practicing and proclaiming 
common convictions, while growing in grace and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We believe in the priesthood of all believers 
anet practice the autonomy of the local congregation, as we seek to work in 
association with others for more effective witness. 

See 2 Peter 1:20-21; Romans 3:2; 
2 Peter 3:1-2, 15-16; 
2 Timothy 3:14-17; 

Matthew 5:11-19; 
Psalm 119:105; John 20:30-31; 
Hebrews 1:1-2 

See Genesis 1:26-21; Psalm 8:3-9; 
Micah 6:8; Matthew 5:44-48; 
1 John 1:3;John 1:12 

See 1 John 3:4-5; 
Romans 3:23-25; Isaiah 59:2; 
1 John 1:8-10; Romans 5:6-8; 
Romans 6:23; Hebrews 10: 1 0-14; 
1 Peter 1:3; John 3:16-18,36; 

Ephesians 2:8-9; John 14:6; 
Matthew 25:41-46; Romans 5:10 

See 1 Corinthians 15:3-4, 20-23; 
John 14:1-3; Matthew 24:30; 
Titus 2:13; John 17:3; 
1 John 5:11-13; 

1 Corinthians 15:42-44; 
John 10:27-28;John 6:40 

See Acts 20:28; 
1 Corinthians 12:13, 14, 27; 

Romans 12:4-5; Colossians 1:18; 
Acts 2:42; Ephesians 2:19-22; 
Romans 15:5-7; Ephesians 4:11-16; 
2 Peter 3:18; 1 Peter 2:4-10; 
Matthew 18:20; Hebrews 10:24-25 

VII. BAPTISM 

We believe that baptism of believers in obedience to Christ's command 
is a witness to the acceptance of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. We believe 
in baptism by immersion as a symbol of death to sin, a pledge to a new life 
in Him. 

VIII. THE LORD's SUPPER 

We believe that the Lord's Supper commemorates the suffering and death 
of our Redeemer until He comes, and is a symbol of union in Christ and a 
pledge of renewed allegiance to our risen Lord. 

IX. SABBATH 

We believe that the Sabbath of the Bible, the seventh day of the week, 
is sacred time, a gift of God to all people, instituted at creation, affirmed 
in the Ten Commandments and reaffirmed in the teaching and example 
of Jesus and the apostles. We believe that the gift of Sabbath rest is an 
experience of God's eternal presence with His people. We believe that in 
obedience to God and in loving response to His grace in Christ, the Sabbath 
should be faithfully observed as a day of rest, worship, and celebration. 

X. EVANGELISM 

We believe that Jesus Christ commissions us to proclaim the Gospel, 
to make disciples, to baptize and to teach observance of all that He has 
commanded. We are called to be witnesses for Christ throughout the world 
and in all human relationships. 

See Romans 6:3-4; 
Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 2:41: 
Colossia11S 2: 12; ROlllallS 6: 11; 

GalatiallS 3:26-27 

See Mark 14:22-25; 
Matthew 26:26-29; 
1 CorillfhiallS 10:16-17,11:23-30 

See Gmesis 2:2-3: E."-(odlls 16:23-30; 
E..;odtlS 20:8-11: Matthew 5:17-19: 
Mark 2:27-28; Luke 4:16: 
Acts 13:14,42-44; 16:11-13; 
17:2-3; 18:4-11; Ezekiel 20:19-20; 
Hebrews 4:9-10; John 14: 15: 
Isaiah 58:13-14; Luke 23:56 

See Matthew 24: 14; Acts 1:8: 
Matthew 28:18-20: 
2 Cori1lthialls 4: /-2, 5-6; 
1 Peter 3:15; EplJcsiallS 6:14-20; 
2 Corinthians 5: 17-20 
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