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Who are Seventh Day Baptists? 
If you've never read The Sabbath Recorderbefore, you might be wondering who Seventh Day Baptists are. 

Like other Baptists, we believe in: 
• salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. • freedom of thought under the guidance of the 

Holy Spirit. • the Bible as the inspired word of God. The Bible is 
our authority for our faith and daily conduct. • the congregational form of church government. 

• baptism of believers, by immersion, witnessing to our Every church member has the right to participate 
in the decision-making process of the church. acceptance of Christ as Savior and Lord. 

The seventh day 
God commanded that the seventh day (Saturday) be kept holy. Jesus agreed by keeping it as a day of worship. We observe the seventh 

day of the week (Saturday) as God's Holy Day as an act of loving obedience-not as a means of salvation. Salvation is the free gift of God through 
Jesus Christ. It is the joy of the Sabbath that makes SOBs just a little bit different. 

If you would like more information, wnte: The Seventh Day Baptist Center, 3120 Kennedy Road, PO Box 1678, Janesville, WI 53547-1678. 
Phone (608) 752-5055; FAX (608) 752-7711; E-mail: sdbgen@inwave.com and the SOB Web site: www.seventhdaybaptist.org 

Full-time Associate 
Pastor Position 

available at the 
Milton SDB Church 

Please send resume to: 
Milton SDB Church 
720 E. Madison Ave. 
Milton, WI 53563 

E-mail: 
miltonsdbchu@jvlnet.com 

Fax: 608-868-9776 

Summer Institute 
on SOS History 

and Polity 

*** 
May 30 - June 16, 2000 

Seventh Day Baptist Center 
Janesville, Wis. 

Taught by Janet Thorngate 
and Gabriel Bejjani 

This year's session 
will be open for laity to audit. 
Please contact Rev. Gabriel 
Bejjani for more informa­

tion: (909) 682-2022 

"Celebrate Jesus" 
through the 50-Day 
Spiritual Adventure 

Intrigued by this month's feature articles? Be a part of the 
"Lighthouses of Prayer" movement. or just improve your re­
lationship with Jesus through this year's 50-Day Spiritual 
Adventure. Items to help you include a journal. "Celebrate 
Jesus," and an Adventure guidebook. Jesus: the People's 
Choice. 

To order your resources, call 1-800-224-2735 (U.S.) or 
1-800-461-4114 (Canada). Or write, Mainstay Church 
Resources, Box 30. Wheaton IL 60189-0030. 

Robe of Achievement 
The Women's Society is accepting nominations for the Robe of 

Achievement for 2000. 

A complete resume must be submitted containing a life history 
including her achievements and activities. If an individual has 
been nominated before, and you still want that person considered 
please re-submit the name as welI as the resume. ' 

Send alI nominations to: 
Elizabeth BidwelI, P.O. Box 136, Shiloh, NJ 08353 

Deadline: March 31,2000 
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______________ ~Feature 

A tale of three cities 
by Greg Asimakoupoulos 

When Abraham Lincoln was 
nominated by his party to run for 
president of the United States, he 
didn't even attend the Republican 
National Convention held in Chicago. 
He remained in his hometown of 
Springfield, III. 

While the delegates nailed the 
planks to their platform, Lincoln 
went about his daily routine as a 
conscientious lawyer. 

How politics and politicians have 
changed in 140 years! Nominating 
conventions, banners, and flags. 
Fund-raising gimmicks and political 
gags. TV commercials and radio 
spots, campaigning rhetoric, hand­
shaking stops. Candidates mudsling­
ing, pundits predict, while pollsters 
take surveys and average percents. 
Debates, empty promises, payoffs, 
and more. 

It's another election year. The 
signs are everywhere. On billboards 
and bumpers, in yards and in win­
dows. The race is more like a mara­
thon than a sprint. And as exhausted 
as the candidates obviously are, so 
are we who sit in the grandstands 
and watch them run. 

They are running with one goal in 
mind. That goal is an election-night 
victory celebration. And whoever 
wins, the celebration will last until 
dawn. 

But even while the population at 
large endures elp.ction fever, there is 
something just as contagious sweep­
ing the country. It's a celebration that 
is more than a night in duration. In 
fact, it's a celebration that has been 
going on for several months already. 
It's called "Celebrate Jesus!" 

Banners are hanging. Hands 
are lifted and are waving in symbolic 
praise. Joyful singing can be heard 
in Gothic cathedrals, storefront 
churches, school gymnasiums, and 
homes. It's almost like campaign 
momentum. 

But lest I confuse you, "Celebrate 
Jesus!" is not a political movement 
(not by any stretch of the imagina­
tion). It is a pledge of spiritual alle­
giance being articulated by Demo­
crats as well as Republicans and 
independents. It is a declaration 
of dependence on the only begot­
ten Son of God. 

In this nationwide celebration, 
Jesus Christ is being endorsed by 
Christians all over as their unani­
mous choice to provide them with 

The approach to illuminate 
others with the love of Jesus 
is a bright idea of friendship 

evangelism based on and 
bathed in prayer. Your 

neighborhood and your 
place of work become 

your spheres of influence. 
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a personal relationship with their 
Creator and to address the demands 
of daily life and the fears of their 
future. 

More than 70 denominations and 
over 300 parachurch ministries have 
identified themselves as a coalition 
called "Mission America." They have 
joined together in this unprecedent­
ed celebration and demonstration 
of unity in an attempt to reach every 
household in North America with the 
claims of Jesus Christ. 

Did you know that the United 
States and Canada form the fourth 
largest unreached people group in 
the world? 

In light of that staggering statis­
tic, the spiritual darkness of North 
America will be the target of a unique 
evangelism strategy. It's called Light­
houses of Prayer. Suffice it to say the 
approach to illuminate others with 
the love of Jesus is a bright idea of 
friendship evangelism based on and 
bathed in prayer. Your neighborhood 
and your place of work become your 
spheres of influence. 

As you begin to pray for those you 
will come to know, care for those you 
begin to spend time with, and share 
what it means to follow Jesus, your 
life will become a lighthouse 
to those spiritually adrift. 

One of the parachurch 
ministries that is part of Mis­
sion America's "Celebrate 
Jesus!" initiative is Mainstay 
Church Resources. You know 
them as the people who pro­
duce innovative worship and 
discipleship resources called 
the 50-Day Spiritual Adven­
ture each year. 

This year's Adventure 
is called, "Celebrate Jesus! 
Discover What Makes Him 
Attractive to So Many Peo­
ple." It is a fresh look at 
evangelism without having 
to use the dreaded "E" word. 
Each week's theme is based 
on the natural way Jesus ap­
proached his task of announcing 
God's kingdom. 

The 50-Day Adventure is a seven­
week celebration. I promise you that 
your church will never be the same. 
And that's a promise I can keep 
because of what I know of Jesus. 
Whenever Jesus is allowed unlimit­
ed access, Christians are challenged. 
Churches change. Those seeking 
meaning to life are introduced to 
a Savior. The bottom line is this: 
when you sincerely worship Christ, 
you can't help but celebrate Jesus! 

In actuality, it's a celebration that 
has been going on for more than sev­
eral months. How about hvo millen­
nia? It's a celebration that is epito­
mized in three cities. 

It began in Bethlehem 
(luke 2:1-14) 

It was the best of times. It was the 
worst of times. That's how Charles 
Dickens begins his classic story, A 
Tale of Two Cities. He was referring 
to 18th century London. Curiously, 
the same sentences could be said of 

the world when Jesus was born. 
Israel was a vassal state of Rome, 

dominated by a ruthless Caesar 
named Augustus and ruled by a pup-

This unprecedented 
"light show" 

indicated the coming 
of a Godlike ruler. 

They knew they must 
attend his birth. 

pet king called Herod. The Jewish 
people scrambled to make a living. 
Many lived in poverty. Sickness was 
common. Justice wasn't. To top it 
off, Israel's God has not spoken for 
over 400 years. 

The spiritual stock market of the 
chosen people had hit bottom. VVby 
were the prophets silent? The people 
wondered. Where was the long­
awaited "Anointed One"? The Old 
Testament was replete with refer­
ences to the servant of the Lord who 
would appear on earth and defeat 
the political and spiritual enemies 
of those who put their trust in the 
Lord. Where was Messiah? 

So much for the worst of times. 
According to a group of religious 

stargazers from the East, this same 
epoch in Israel's history was the best 

of times. I-laving spied the sky 
on many a moonless night, 
they'd identified a curious 
planetary alignment. What 
they saw appeared to be the 
brightest star they had ever 
seen. For them, it was an 
omen. A good omen. 

This star was a cosmic sign 
signaling the birth of a world 
leader. And not any ordinary 
world leader. 

This unprecedented "light 
show" indicated the coming 
of a Godlike ruler. They knew 
they must attend his birth. 
Immediately, they began their 
pilgrimage with appropriate 
plumage in their headdress 
and worthy gifts in their 
leather bags. And for months 
they traveled, until their 

search met with success. 
In the little town of Bethlehem, we 

see a strange collection of celebrants 
celebrating Jesus. Yes, the magi were 
there with their gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. They fell on their knees 
and worshiped the infant Jesus. But 
they were not alone. 

Months before, on a midnight 
clear, angels celebrated Jesus' birth. 
They sang loudly and joyously. Their 
melody echoed across the otherwise 
silent night. 

And don't forget the shepherds. 
The shepherds, taking their cues 
from the angels, walked down from 
the sheep-dotted hills surrounding 
Bethlehem onto the stage of history 
and knelt around the perimeter of 
the spotlight that focuseJ its beam 
on the baby born King of the Jews. 

But lest I forget, there were others. 
A God-fearing man named Joseph 
and his Messiah-carl)ing wife call­
ed Mary are among those who cel­
ebrated Jesus from the beginning. 
Individually, they had swallowed 
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their pride, and with some difficulty 
they had digested the unthinkable 
plans God already had announced 
for them. Now they humbled their 
hearts and lauded their Lord with 
quiet praise. 

The magi, the angels, the shep­
herds, the parents. This was a tapes­
try of celebrative worship you can't 
fully appreciate by reading words 
on paper. Worship of Jesus has to 
be experienced firsthand to fully 
appreciate. 

For the seven weeks of the Ad­
venture, you can experience Christ­
centered worship in fresh, interactive 
ways. Messages have to do with ways 
Jesus endeared himselfto people. 
For example, week 1 is "Jesus stayed 
spiritually connected and directed." 
Week 2 is "Jesus shattered the ste­
reotypes of , us' and 'them.''' Week 
3 deals with how Jesus liked people 
and drew out the best in them. One 
of my favorites is this one: "Jesus 
spoke God's truth in everyday lan­
guage." 

Each message will be thematically 
tied to hymns and worship songs. 
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Worship will all center around Jesus. 
What a celebration this can be! 

It continued in Capernaum 
(Mark 1 :21-39) 

Yes, beginning in Bethlehem, 
Jesus was celebrated. But the adora­
tion and applause was not limited to 
his first days oflife. Another city is 
proof of that. 

Fast forward 30 years to the pic­
turesque village on the north shore 
of the sea of Galilee. It's called 
Capernaum. Jesus had adopted this 
fishing town as his campaign head­
quarters while he lobbied for support 
and introduced the platform of what 
he calls the kingdom of God. 

Capernaum is the place. The atmo­
sphere is electric. There is emotional 
static everywhere. Jesus is the cause. 

A power surge emanating from 
his healing hands has touched people 
whose sick and disabled lives had be­
wme a premature death dirge. But 
not any longer. Jesus has given them 
new reason to wake up in the morn­
ing. He has put a spring in their step. 
He has put a glint in their eye. Jesus 
is obviously the people's choice. 

What we observe in Capernaum 
early on in the Gospel of Mark is not 
unique. It is, in fact, the paradigm 
of a pattern. Wherever Jesus went, 
people followed. Not just a few. But 
the phrase I am struck by through­
out the Gospels is this: "Large 
crowds gathered." 

Do you remember the television 
commercial for E.F. Hutton stock­
brokers several years ago? "When 
E.F. Hutton talks, people listen!" 

Well, that's what we see in the life 
of Jesus, the people's choice. As he 
taught them, they were dumb­
founded. And as he healed the dumb 
and the blind, they were physically 
transformed and teachable. In John 
6 we read that the crowds were so 
impressed with Jesus' ability and 
teaching, they attempted to take him 
by force and make him their king. 
Wow! 

During the 50-Day Adventure, the 
themes of the messages will have a 
life beyond worship. Through the Ad­
venture journals you will be able to 
sit at the feet of Jesus each day and 
take in his teaching (not unlike those 
who first followed him and wanted to 
make him their king). The journals 
will transform your daily Bible study 
and prayer time from a predictable 
routine into an Adventure in acceler­
ated spiritual growth. 

It culminated in Jerusalem 
(John 12:12-19) 

Well, we've considered the way 
Jesus was celebrated at his birth and 
at the beginning of his ministry. The 
bugles blew in Bethlehem. The cor­
nets in Capernaum sounded his 
praise. So I guess it shouldn't amaze 
us that near the end of his earthly 
ministry, Jesus was still being cel­
ebrated as the people's choice. 

Notice the exaggeration spoken 
here. The Pharisees and their hyper­
bole. "The whole world has gone after 
him!" Hardly! They hadn't. Neither 
would those who in five days' time 

would stand on Pontius Pilate's patio 
and persuade the governor to have 
Jesus crucified. 

But most of the common folk who 
had been impacted by Jesus had in­
deed gone after him. This Palm Pa­
rade is a most appropriate conclusion 
to a life that began with a serpentine 
of shepherds and sages 33 years be­
fore. In Jerusalem, we see the party 
continue. It's been interrupted for 
a weekend, but the party goes on. 
And will. In the New Jerusalem. 

Those who point to Jerusalem 
and say that Jesus wasn't really the 
popular hero we've painted him to 
be, point to his betrayal at the hand 
of one of his trusted Twelve. They 
point to his rejection at the hand 
of the crowd, which cried out for his 
execution and the release of a re­
nowned criminal. But those who tally 
the score at the ninth hour on Good 
Friday forget it was the "top of the 
ninth." The "bottom ofthe ninth" 
had yet to be played two days later. 

For Jesus and for us, celebrations 
are not continual. They are con­
trasted against the backdrop of suf­
fering and hardship. That's the na-

ture of celebrations on an imperfect, 
sin-infested planet. 

If you have ever watched a Billy 
Graham Crusade on TV, you've 
heard the announcer at the end of 
the broadcast make mention of how 
easy it is to send correspondence to 
Dr. Graham: Billy Graham, Minne­
apolis, Minn. That's all the address 
you need! 

In the Billy Graham Museum, on 
the campus of Wheaton (Ill.) College, 
there's an exhibit of humorously ad­
dressed letters that have been sent to 
the world's most celebrated evange­
list. One letter in particular stands 
out from the rest. Sent from a viewer 
in Nigeria, it simply reads, "Billy 
Graham, Many Applause, Many 
Sorrows." , 

That is the ,vay of the world this 
side of heaven; even for Jesus. But 
because of Easter, the applause that 
attended Jesus at his birth, through­
out his public ministry, and at the 
beginning of Holy Week, is not 
dwarfed by the many sorrows that 
snuffed out his life on the Cross. 

When he strode out of the borrow­
ed grave, we have every reason to 
believe the hosts of heaven gave him 
a standing ovation. It is an ovation 

As you 
begin to pray 

for those 
you will come 

to know, 
your life will 

become 
a lighthouse 

to those 
spiritually adrift. 

that continues to be joined by all who 
have entered into his presence. It is 
a standing ovation that will attend 
his reign in the Eternal City to come. 

Scripture refers to that city as the 
New Jerusalem. It is a city where 
every knee shall bow and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord to the glOl}' of God the Father. 
Talk about the people's choice! 

Jesus: The People s Choice is the 
name of the Adventure guidebook. It 
is a candid look at how the character­
istics that made Jesus so attractive 
are being lived out in the lives of or­
dinary people like you and me. It's a 
story of the many applause and many 
sorrows of life, and the example of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who modeled 
how to take a bow and carry a cross. 

The guidebook is one of two text­
books for this seven-week course on 
becoming like the most attractive 
person ever. The other one is your 
Bible. Between the guidebook and 
your Bible, you will develop a healthy 
habit of spending more time focllsed 
on applying God's Word. 

A tale of three cities: Bethlehem, 
Capernaum, and Jerusalem. Maybe 
we should add another city. Yours! 

In the best of times and in the 
worst of times, you have reason to 
celebrate Jesus and expose as IllallY 
people as you can to what he can ac­
complish in their lives. In the many 
applause and many sorrows of life, 
there is only one who is worthy of our 
praise. Let's celebrate his glory right 
now. ~ 

Rev. Creg ASlil1a/.:olljJoulos l:~· 
Db'ector of Crealil'e G'rmlll/l/llica­
tions at Tile Chapel MinMries Iii 
Wilealml, III. 

For Adventure mOleria/Ii!/()f"­
matioll, see lilSidcfi·Ollt ('ovl'r. 
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I had arranged to borrow some 
baptismal robes from another 
church. AB I was leaving through the 
main door, J noticed a sign posted 
right next to it: "Would the last per­
son to leave the building please turn 
the lights off." 

AB we prepare to "Celebrate Jesus" 
in the year 2000, perhaps we ought 
to be more concerned to "Remember 

Light is essential to life 
Recall with me that the very first 

act of God in creation was to turn 
the light on in His world (Gen. 1:3-
4a). Without light, there would be 
no plant life, no reproduction of the 
oxygen essential for human and ani­
mal life. 

If God hadn't turned the light 
on that very first day of creation, 

We want to help every neighborhood 
in America turn their lights on 

for Jesus by establishing at least 
3 million "lighthouses" of 

prayer this year. 

to Leave the Lights On" rather than 
to turn them off. 

We want to help every neighbor­
hood in America turn their lights on 
for Jesus by establishing at least 3 
million "lighthouses" of prayer this 
year. And, it can begin this week in 
your home if you'll just "remember 
to leave the lights on" for Jesus! 
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there would be no life. All would be 
darkness and death. 

Truths pertaining to 
the physical world also 
pertain to the spiritual 

To redeem the world spiritually, 
God sent light into this world in the 
person of His Son, Jesus Christ, who 
declared, "J am the light of the world" 
(John 8:12; 9:5). His light ultimately 
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Feature 

Remember 
to leave the 
lights on! 

byBobHett 

dispelled the darkness of sin and 
death, and offered spiritual light 
and life to all who would receive 
it (John 1). 

We should reflect 
the Lord's glory 

AB in the succeeding days of cre­
ation, God eventually created the 
"lesser light" of the moon "to govern 
the night" (Gen. 1:16), so today He 
has chosen lesser lights to "shine like 
stars in the universe" as they "hold 
out the word oflife" (Phil. 2:15-16) 
to a dark and dying world. And, as 
the moon has no true illumination 
of its own but reflects the light of 
the sun, so our lesser lights "reflect 
the Lord's glory" (2 Cor. 3:18). 

The same Savior who said, "I am 
the light of the world," also declared, 
"You are the light of the world" 
(Matt. 5:14). 

When the church reflects Christ's 
light, we will experience what Jesus 
experienced. We will attract those 
lost in the darkness. To that end, 
we are invited to embark on a 
seven-week Adventure called "Cel­
ebrate Jesus!" 

The Adventure covers eight 
themes: 

IT ? 

1) Jesus stayed spiritually con­
nected and directed. 

2) Jesus shattered the stereotypes 
of "us" and "them." 

3) Jesus liked people and drew out 
the best in them. 

4) Jesus knew his identity yet 
served with humility. 

5) Jesus spoke God's truth in 
everyday language. 

6) Jesus cast a vision of a better 
kingdom, now and future. 

7) Jesus courageously completed 
his assigned mission. 

8) Jesus broke the power of dark­
ness so all can live in the light. 

It also includes five action steps: 
• Pray with a pencil. 
• Light your street. 
'Celebrate people. 
• Dare to care. 
·Screen your message. 

My wife and I had the joy of mov­
ing into a new home built specifically 
for us this past year. It is located 
beyond the boundaries of our public 
water supply. Therefore, we had a 
well drilled some 325 feet down 
through the ledge in our front yard 
and covered with a well cap about 
75 feet from our front door. 

We recently drove by a country 
shop that makes "wishing wells," 
complete with shingled roofs and a 
hanging basket that can be used as 
a planter. We were about ready to 
purchase one and put it over that 
well cap protruding in our front yard 
when we noticed that this shop also 
sells lighthouses with a glassed-in 
top and bulb, ready to be illuminated 
when connected to a power source. 

There was no longer any question 
about what was going to cover our 
well cap. It would not be a wishing 
well; it had to be a lighthouse that 
would shed light throughout our 
neighborhood. 

When the "Celebrate Jesus!" idea 
began to take shape several years ago 
with Mission America, someone sug-

Those who want 
their houses 
to become 

lighthouses of prayer 
should place a 
single candle in 

a window for aI/ their 
neighbors to see. 

gested that those who wanted 
their houses to be-
come lighthouses 
of prayer in 
their commu­
nities should 
place a single 
Christmas candle 
""ith a white light 
in it, in a window 
for all their 
neighbors 
to see. 

If asked what the light shining in 
the window was all about, they could 
tell their neighbors that they want­
ed their home to be a lighthouse of 
prayer in their community. Then they 
could solicit prayer requests from 
their neighbors, pray for them, and 
keep track of how God is answering 
those prayers. 

May I suggest that you keep out 
one of those simple Christmas can­
dIes (or go out and see if you can still 
buy one in a department store). Put it 
in a prominent window of your house 
and "Remember to Leave the Lights 
On" for your neighbors to see as we 
"Celebrate Jesus" this vear. 

Recently, I was reading in the 
book of Numbers the instructions 
God gave Moses concerning the 
lampstand in the tabernacle. He said, 
"Tell Aaron that when he sets up the 
seven lamps in the lampstand, he is 
to place them so their light shines 
fOl'\vard" (Num. 8:2, NLT). 

This year, instead of reminding 
people to turn the lights off when we 
leave the house of worship, let's en­
courage one another to "Remember 
to Leave the Lights On" throughout 
the land and to "let your light shine 
before men, that they may see your 
good deeds and praise your Father 
in heaven" (Matt. 5:16) . .!il 

Re/). Bob Hett is pastor O/71IC Bay 
C!/Urc/z,Altol/ Bay, N.H. 
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_______________ ~Feature 

A royal 
priesthood 
and 
church polity 
by John Conrod 

Over our nearly four centuries 
of existence, Seventh Day Baptists 
have spoken out boldly to a lost 
world about the need for repentance 
of sin, and that the acceptance of 
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord 
should always be first and foremost 
in importance. 

as our Lord and the Lord of the Sab­
bath. 

We sometimes overlook a third 
unique cause that also calls out for 
support-to remind Christians that 
God has called them to be "a royal 
priesthood" (1 Peter 2:9), which in­
cludes how Christians should relate 

Did God intend for the Church to have a 
single autocratic ruler or even a government 
of apostles and elders? Or did He want His 

Church governed by all its members equally? 

Our unique position in Christian 
ecclesiatical settings has often called 
us to defend a second Biblical truth. 
We have found it necessary to alert 
Christians to the need to observe the 
seventh day of the week as God's 
ordained and commanded day for 
our worship; all this as part of our 
love for, and recognition of, Jesus 
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to each other and to God in their 
church polity. 

The question that begs to be an­
swered is, "How should the Church 
of Christ be governed?" 

Church government 
always an issue 

Church government has been an 
issue within the Church since it be-

gan. When Jesus said that He would 
build His Church and give it the 
"keys to the Kingdom," did He intend 
for it to have a single autocratic ruler 
or even a government of apostles and 
elders? Or did He want His Church 
governed by all its members equally? 

Some churches are convinced that 
the Bible teaches the Church should 
be governed in a hierarchical struc­
ture from the top down. This has 
clearly been the structure of the 
Roman Catholic Church with the 
Pope as the Vicar of Christ. 

Other churches which still believe 
in a hierarchical structure for church 
government do not have just one 
man at the top wielding all the pow­
er. They have a governing Board of 
Elders that make the decisions for 
the church. 

The third type of church govern­
ment is followed by congregational 
churches and is a democracy of all 
members. 

What does the Bible say? 
We must not allow humanly de-

vised theories of church government 
to replace the clear teachings of the 
Word of God. The question to be 
answered is, "Does the Bible set out 
a clear directive for the governing 
of the Church?" Let us look first at 
Acts 15. 

Acts 15:1-2 
"And certain men which came 

downfrom Judea taught the breth­
ren, [and said), Except ye be circum­
cised after the manner of Moses, ye 
cannot be saved 

"When therifore Paul and 
Barnabas had no small dissension 
and disputation with them, they de­
termined that Paul and Barnabas, 
and certain other of them, should go 
up to Jerusalem unto the apostles 
and elders about this question. " 

It is clear that the matter in 
dispute should be brought to the 
apostles and elders in Jerusalem. 

Acts 15:4 
"And when they were come to 

Jerusalem, they were received of the 
church, alld [0.0 the apostles and 
elders, and they declared all things 
that God had done with them. " 

Note now that not just the apostles 
and elders were present, but that it 
says the whole Jerusalem church 
"received them." 

Acts 15:12 
'Then all the multitude kept si­

lence, and gave audience to Barn­
abas and Paul declaring what mir­
acles and wonders God had wrought 
among the Gentiles by them. " 

What multitude? Why the whole 
church body of verse 4, of course. 

Acts:15:22-23 
'Then pleased it the apostles 

and elders, with the whole church, 
to send chosen men of their own 
company to Antioch with Paul and 
Barnabas/ [namely), Judas sur­
named Barsabas, and Silas, chi if 
men among the brethren: 

"And they wrote [letters] by them 

after this manner/ The apostles and 
elders and brethren [send] greeting 
unto the brethren which are of the 
Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and 
Cilicia. " 

Note that the suggestion of James 
was not only acceptable to the "apos­
tles and elders," but also had the 
approval of "the whole church," and 
the letter was sent in the name of 
"the apostles 'and elders and breth­
ren." Even churches that are gov-

Jesus Christ is the 
"Head" of the Church 
and the rest of us are 

"members of His body." 
At no time did Jesus 

ever appoint any man to 
be the head of His body. 

erned by elders admit that "correct 
church government should always be 
based on multitude of counsel." The 
real question is, "How many church 
members does it take to be called a 
'multitude'?" 

Christ is the Head, 
all of us are members 

Clearly, Jesus Christ is the "Head" 
of the Church and the rest of us are 
"members of His body." At no time 
did Jesus ever appoint any man to be 
the head of His body. It is also true 
that He chose groups of apostles to 
serve His people. 

But notice what Jesus said was 
expected of them. They were not to 
be like the world in their leadership; 
they were to be humble servants. 

Christ warned His disciples that 
they should not act like a lord making 
"final decisions" in deciding doctrinal 
or even administrative matters. He 
said, "You know that the rulers of 
the Gentiles lord it over them, and 
those who are great exercise author­
ity over them. Yet it shall not be so 

among you" (Matt. 20:25-28). 
An honest study of the New Testa­

ment Church in the book of Acts will 
show that there is no mention of 
apostles and elders making impor­
tant doctrinal or administrative de­
cisions without the a~reement of the 
whole church. 

Earlier, when seven deacons 
were chosen, they may have been 
"ordained" by the apostles, but they 
were chosen by "the multitude of the 
disciples" (Acts 6:2). Again, we ask 
the question-what constitutes a 
"multitude"? 

God's government In Israel 
God's form of government for 

the nation of Israel was a theocracy. 
Under this theocracy, God was King 
(Judges 8:22-23; 1 Sam. 12:12). 
Moses was only a prophet. At Mount 
Sinai, God sought a direct relation­
ship with the people. 

Exodus 19:10-11 
"And the loRD said UI/to Mosef,~ 

'Go unto the people, alld sallctitiJ 
them today and tomorrow, and let 
them wash tlmi' c/othes, 

"And be ready agmilst tlz£' third 
day:for the third day the LORI) II/ill 
come down in the sight q/ all the 
people UpOIl mount Slilm: ' " 

Exodus 20:18-19 
"And all the people saw the thulI­

denilgs, alld the figlllllillgs, and the 
noise if the trumpet, and the moun­
tmil smokTilg: and wIlen Ihl'pl'ople 
saw [it), they removed, and stood 
afar off. 

"And they said IInto Moses, 'Speak 
thou with liS, and we will heal': bllt 
let I/ot God speak witli us, lest we 
die.'" 

Note that it was the people who 
refused that relationship out of fear. 
They wanted Moses to continue to 
be a "go-behveen" for them. Moses 
became a "mediator" and occupied 
a position unparalleled by anyone 
until Jesus Himself(cf. Deut. 34:10; 
18:15-19). 
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Even "rith that unique position, 
there is nothing in God's Word that 
gave Moses authority to function in 
a priestly ministry over Israel. And 
now, under the New Covenant, all 
believers are called "a holy priest­
hood." 

And Joshua's 
successor is ... 

When it came time for Joshu:t to 
relinquish his role as the leader of 
Israel, did he appoint a successor? 
He did not. 

Joshua 24:14-16 
"Now therefore foal' the LoRD, and 

serve him in sincerity and in truth: 
and put away the gods which your 
fathers served on the other side of 
the flood, and in Egypt; and serve 
yetheLoRD. 

"And flit seem evil unto you to 
serve the LoRD, choose you this day 
whom ye Will serve; whether the 
gods which yourfathers served that 
[were) on the other side if the flood, 
or the gods of the Amorites, in whose 
land ye dwell: but asfor me and my 
house, we Will serve the LoRD. 

"And the people answered and 
said, 'Godforbid that we sllOuldfor­
sake the LORD, to serve otller gods. ' " 

a witness unto us;for it hath heard 
all the words of the LOIW which he 
spake unto us: it shall be therifore 
a witness unto you, lest ye deny 
your God. ' 

':5'0 Joshua let the people depart, 
evelY man unto his inheritance. " 

Joshua gathered the people to­
gether and asked them to make a 
choice. "Choose ye this day whom 
ye will serve." If that doesn't sound 
like a plenary decision, what does? 

Of judges and kings 
When Judges were ruling Israel, 

there were at times multiple judges 
and sometimes no judges at all. Was 
there a board of elders that appoin­
ed these judges? No. Many times the 
people just "did what was right in 
their own eyes," which would have 
worked if they actually were doing 
what was right. At this time God 
dealt directly with His people. 

When Israel later had a human 
king, this is not what God wanted. 
It was a rejection of God's direct 
rulership (1 Sam. 8:6-7). God did 
not want the people looking to hu­
man leadership; it was the people 
who chose that. Even then, the 
kings of Israel were not allowed to 
function as priestly intermediators. 

Joshua 24:24-28 What does God want? 
"And the people said unto Joshua, In the New Covenant it is clear 

'The LORD our God Will we serve, and 
his voice Will we obey. ' 

':5'0 Joshua made a covenant 
with the people that day, and set 
them a statute and an ordinance 
inShechem. 

''And Joslllia wrote these words in 
the book of the law of God, and took 
a great stone, and set it up there un­
der an oak, that [was) by the sanctu­
my of tile LORD. 

''And Joshua said UlltO all the 
people, 'Behold, this stone shall be 

that God wants to have a direct rela­
tionship with all His people. By us­
ing a congregational form of govern­
ment, rather than a government by 
intermediators, we can allow each 
member to have a direct relationship 
with God. 

God has often used human ser­
vants as His representatives when 
the people didn't listen and didn't 
want to listen to Him. He used kings 
and prophets, priests and apostles, 
elders and, yes, even Babylonians. 
But these aren't His preferences. 

He wants a "priesthood of the 
believers." He longs for a direct con­
nection with each of us. It is contrary 
to the clear Old and New Testament 
patterns of God's relationships with 
His people to adopt anything but a 
democraticform of church govern­
ment! Only congregational polity 
puts each person in a direct relation­
ship with God. 

Is this different from the Old Tes­
tament? Not at all. God did not want 
human rule then, and He doesn't 
want it now. To want human in­
termediators is to deny that Christ 
is actively filling these roles in our 
personal and ecclesiastical lives. 

Jesus is the Mediator ofthe New 
Covenant, the supreme Judge, the 
High Priest, and the King. We are all 
appointed to be a "royal priesthood," 
having a relationship with the Father 
that is only mediated through Jesus 
Christ (1 Peter 2:9, 1 Timothy 2:5). ~ 

Rev. John Conrod is Director of 
New Covenant Ministries, based in 
Lakewood, Colo. John is a member if 
the Denver SDB Church. This article 
also appears in the Fishermen s Net 
newsletter at www.geocities.com/ 
midcolltinelltsdb. 

By using a congregational form of 
government, rather than a government by intermediators, 

we can allow each member to have a direct relationship with God. 
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Women's Society page by Donna Bond 

When we 
are hurt 

In our November Sabbath 
Recorderpage, we discussed our 
responsibility for not hurting other 
Christians as Paul instructed in Ro­
mans 12:18, 'Vit is possible, sofaI' as 
it depends on YOu, live at peace with 
everyone" (NIV, emphasis mine). 

During this month when we 
celebrate love, let us consider our 
responsibility for how we react when 
we are the injured party in a church 
setting. 

How do we respond when we 
have been hurt by a fellow church 
member? Some quit going to church 
altogether; ultimately, they deprive 
themselves of fellowship with the 
ninety and nine who did not hurt 
them. 

To change churches might be 
a solution, but what happens when 
someone from the new church com­
mits a perceived offense? One young 
person faced rejection by stating, 
"I don't deserve to be run out of 
my church." 

Sometimes a confrontation is nec­
essary or beneficial. Sometimes you 
aren't going to get your way! 

If you receive "constructive criti­
cism," consider whether there is 
any merit in what was said, whether 
the issue is important, whether the 
critic had all of the facts, and wheth­
er there is something you need to 
change. Beyond that, realize that 
some people are lacking in effective 
communication skills. In the long 
run, they hurt themselves more than 
they hurt you. 

Perhaps the church could do a 
better job in teaching us to construc­
tively express our anger. Ephesians 
4:26 says, "Be ye angry and sin not: 
let not the sun go down upon your 
wrath." 

These passages have been misin­
terpreted to mean, "Deny your angry 

As tempting as it is, 
it is not our job to get revenge 
against an emotional bruiser; 

is our job to forgive. 

feelings and swallow them with a 
donut (or something)." Christ dis­
played righteous indignation toward 
the money-changers in the temple 
but did not allow the incident to ruin 
His life. 

Most Christians do not deliber­
ately intend to hurt others. Context 
clues or tone of voice can help deter­
mine the intent of a comment. For 
example, "You don't need to sit on 
my purse," could mean "Get your 
fat derriere off my purse, Idiot" or, 
"Let me move my purse so you will 
be more comfortable when you 
sit down." 

A motto that was given to me by 
a Christian sister is this: "What is 
that to you? Follow thou Me." As 
tempting as it is, it is not our job to 
get revenge against an emotional 
bruiser; it is our job to forgive (ref. 
January 1999 Sabbath Recorder 
Women's page). 

We mayor may not be able to re­
establish the relationship as it was. 
Once our fingers are burned, we con­
tinue to cook but keep our hands off 
the burner until it cools down. 

Worthy of an extra warning 
are those situations when your 
precious child is hurt. A co-worker 
recently said, "You can say what 
you want about me; you can even 
make me cry. But I am not respon­
sible for what I do to you if you 
hurt my child." 

God has given us a "tigress in­
stinct" to protect our young, but 
my co-worker was wrong. We arc 
responsible for how we react. Con­
sider carefully the possible ramifica­
tions of your involvement in your 
child's problems. 

In all of these matters, pray for 
guidance. Be open to an unbiased 
opinion from a trusted Christian 
friend or counselor. Realize that you 
are probably not going to change the 
other person's outlook nor is it your 
job to "make her happy." 

Remember that (eventually) 
"all things work together for good 
for those who love the Lord, who 
are called according to His purpose" 
(Romans 8:28). 

Follow God's agenda in relating to 
other Christians. ~ 
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Pearls from the Past by Don A. Sanford, historian 

Blind Lewis had 
vision for future 

Stephen Pierce, a trustee of the 
SDB Memorial Fund, recently asked 
for background information on the 
Nathan E. Lewis Fund for the Blind. 
There had been no requests made 
on the fund for several years. 

When I checked the Sabbath 
Recorderindex, the first reference 
I discovered was from August 5, 
1972. Sister Ruby Cummings, of the 
Dartmouth SDB Church in Guyana, 
was pictured listening to a tape re­
corder purchased from the Nathan 
Lewis Fund. Young people in the 
Georgetown congregation taped se­
lections from the Recorde", Readers 
Digest, and National Geographic. 

Nathan Lewis himself was blind 
in later life. He understood what it 
was like to be deprived of the ability 
to keep informed of what was hap­
pening through the printed word. 

Lewis was a mechanical engineer 
with the Babcock and Wilcox firm in 
New York City and a member of the 
Plainfield, N.J., SDB Church. In ad­
dition to his service as trustee and 
president of his home church, he was 
a trustee of the Memorial Fund from 
1926-1958 and its president from 
1937-54. 

He was also a trustee of the Ameri­
can Sabbath Tract Society from 1928-
49 and trustee of the SDB Historical 
Society from 1944-57. Although his 
professional education was from 
Stevens Institute, he served as trust­
ee of Alfred (N.Y.) University, which 
granted him an honorary doctorate 
in science. l 

Though his denominational ser­
vice was outstanding, he probably 
was best known for his interest in 
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young people and the first denomina­
tionally-owned youth camp which 
carried his name-Lewis Camp. 

In an SR article entitled, "The 
Church Camp Movement-Its Begin­
ning Among Seventh Day Baptists," 
Rev. A.J.C. Bond wrote of some of 
the early camping which Marjorie 
Burdick spearheaded (beginning 
about 1926) at a camp facility in 
Bethel, Conn. 

"I was the chore boy," Bond re­
called. "I carried water down the hill, 
across the glen, and up the hill, all of 
which I enjoyed in the consciousness 
we were laboring in a good cause." 

Sometime after that first taste of 
youth camping, Bond collapsed from 
his work load, and it was decided that 
he should take some time off. Bond 
wrote: 

"They secured a room on the 
seashore at Weekapung, R.I. One 
day, near the close of this restful 
experience, Mr. Nathan Lewis, a 
loyal parishioner in Plainfield who 
had a summer home on his farm 
near Ashaway, proposed that as 
soon as I was able, he and I choose 
a site on his farm owned for many 
years by Seventh Day Baptists of 
the Lewis line, for a young peo­
ple's camp. That was the begin­
ning of the Lewis Camp. The day 
arrived, and the experience was 
a pleasant one. We visited many 
spots and finally decided upon the 
one that had spreading oak trees 
and a rock big enough to accom­
modate a class. 

"Here Lewis built a camp, with 
a fireplace provided by Mrs. Lewis. 
In the summer of 1927, three 
camps were held there-two girl 
camps in succession and a boys' 
camp. I could only participate in 
the first camp since I was a del-

egate representing Seventh Day 
Baptists at the Lausanne Confer­
ence in Switzerland. Pastor Harold 
Crandall had charge after that. I 
may say here that Pastor Crandall 
was a helpful associate in all my 
camp experiences in Rhode Island. 
Mr. Lewis built the camp and still 
owns it, but for the use of Seventh 
Day Baptist young people's camp. 

"From the vantage point of 
hindsight, one can see how the 
camps came into being in re­
sponse to a vital need in our 
denomination. And those of 
us who were active in its begin­
nings were in a position to pick 
up the existing trends." 

Not only did Lewis Camp owe its 
existence to Nathan Lewis, but his 
interest continued for the rest of his 
life and beyond. A letter of apprecia­
tion from the American Sabbath 
Tract Society (SR, March 12, 1951) 
notes his membership on the Com­
mittee on Teen-age Conferences and 
Camps from 1927-1941 and chair­
man for five of those years. 

Upon his death, Lewis' will pro­
vided for an endowment with the 
income to be shared equally be­
tween the Fund for the Blind and 
Lewis Camp. 

The 1998 Annual Report of the 
Memorial Fund listed receipts from 
the Fund for the Blind at $1,893, 
with no requests for expenditures for 
the visually impaired. Income reserve 
was listed at $13,775. Nathan Lewis 
did not leave this endowment to go 
unused. ~ 

lLewis, Nathan Earle, 1876-1959, 
biographical sketches.from Seventh Day 
Baptists in Europe and America, Vol. III, 
pp.205-6. 
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One year ago-February 1999 

Features focus on the 50-Day Spiritual Adventure 
theme, "Promises Worth Keeping: Resolving to live what 
we say we believe." 

Special SDB Youth Camp held in Cebu, the Philip­
pines. 

SDB churches in Rwanda, Africa, lend their support 
in resettlement camps for displaced Rwandans, chased 
out of their villages by renegade bandits. 

The denominational "Chicago Council" of 1890 re­
membered on the Pearls page. 

Former publishing house of the SR in Alfred, N.Y., 
is torn down. 

Five years ago-February 1995 
"Seeking Spiritual Maturity" theme of prayer is pro­

moted. Pastor William Shobe focuses on prayer evange­
lism; other articles look at the school prayer issue and 
prayer ministry resources. 

Pearls page gives prayer advice from turn-of-century 
leader A.H. Lewis. 

Conference President Myrna Cox shares testimony 
from a meaningful prayer experience at the 1994 Confer­
ence. 

Need for wells and medicine continues in Africa. 
Kevin Chroniger reflects on positive influence of his 

"other Dad," Pastor Delmer Van Horn. 

10 years ago-February 1990 
A closer look at our polity-how SDBs govern them­

selves-with articles by Ernest Bee, John Peil, and Paul 
Osborn. 

Don Sanford outlines our 20th century denomina­
tional structure. 

Centerfold displays denomination's organizational 
chart. 

Medical clinic in Malawi, Africa, is expanded to meet 
refugees' needs. 

Pastor Gene Smith graduates from the T.I.M.E. pro­
gram. 

25 years ago-February 1975 
Rev. Herb Saunders named new Dean of the Council 

on Ministry. 

from the pages of The Sabbath Recorder 

Several SDB women attend Church Women United 
meetings in Memphis, Tenn. 

An entire Sunday-keeping denomination, The Church 
of God, based in Cleveland, Tenn., accepts the scriptural 
truths of Sabbath observance. 

Rev. Wayne Babcock writes about the Second Com­
mandment. News item shares that Babcock accepts call 
to pastor in Dodge Center, Minn. 

Mildred Jeffrey of Denver, Colo., featured on the 
"Personality Profile" page. 

Group in Toronto, Canada, meets in November as first 
step to organize as an SDB Fellowship. Herlitz Condison 
leads the group. 

50 years ago-February 1950 
Deacon Joseph and Martha Tyrrell report on their 

missionary work in British Guiana, South America. 
Articles and flyer promote SDB participation in "One 

Great Hour of Sharing." 
Rev. Ronald Hargis, executive of the SDB Board of 

Christian Education, to move into the Hebron, Pa., par­
sonage in May. 

Rev. Kenneth Stickney accepts call to the Rockville and 
Second Hopkinton, R.I., churches. 

Ordination statement of Rev. Carl Maxson presented. 
Maxson was ordained in Andover, N.Y., in July. 

"The Gothic"-home ofthe SDB School of Theology in 
Alfred, N.Y.-featured in the Alfred University newsletter. 

... where are we headed? 

Pray-
othat we are people of our word 
of or more prayer warriors and outreach 
of or your pastor and family 
owith thanks for our Baptist polity and heritage 
of or proper stewardship of time and resources 
of or those suffering losses in tlle family 
of or our new executives and workers 
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~ Christian Education by Andrew J. Camenga 
TEACHING )a�����Z���1lllllllll ________ IIIIIIIIIIillIIIIIIIIIII���B�IIIIIiIIIIIIIIII!IIIII!IIII!IIIIIIIIIIII ___ _ 

____ ~THEWORD,~------------------------------------------------

Seeking nominations for 
Sabbath School Teacher of the Year 

"But the word is very near you, in 
your mouth and in your heart, that 
you may observe it" (Deuteronomy 
30:14NASB). 

With those words, Moses sought 
to reassure Israel that the command 
of God was something they could 
do. He promised them that it was 
not out of reach. 

God did not set the children of 
Israel up for failure. He gave them 
His presence and His command, 
knowing that they could obey. The 
word of God was near the Children 
of Israel-they still wanted to hear 
it from Moses. 

In Romans 10:8, Paul let his read­
ers know that the word was near 
them as well. He identified the word 
as the message that he had been 
preaching. This word proclaims sal­
vation and God's faithfulness. The 
primary emphasis of this part of 
Romans seems to be establishing the 
nature of righteousness based on 
faith. There is, as well, an emphasis 
on speaking this word of God. 

1999 
Crystal Apple 

Recipient 

Marilyn Merchant 
Riverside, CA 
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Although we know that God has 
promised a time when we will not 
have to teach or be taught (Hebrews 
8:10-11), we know that He has called 
some to be teachers (Ephesians 4:11). 

While there are many opportuni­
ties to teach and learn in our daily 

Teacher of the Year. Each member 
church of the General Conference 
may nominate one teacher. The fol­
lowing criteria will be used for the 
15th annual ClystalAppleaward: 

• Is a member in good standing 
of the nominating church 

Help us highlight the important role of teaching 
by nominating a Sabbath School teacher who 
helps you know that God's word is near you. 

life, one important way is through 
Sabbath School. Help us highlight 
the important role of teaching by 
nominating a Sabbath School teacher 
who helps you know that God's word 
is near you-in your mouth and in 
your heart. 

The Sabbath School Committee 
of the Seventh Day Baptist Board of 
Christian Education is seeking nomi­
nations for the Sabbath School 

• Exhibits the qualities of faith and 
teaching found in the life and teach­
ings of Christ 

·Currently serves as a Sabbath 
School teacher 

The local church pastor and su­
perintendent are asked to complete, 
sign, and return the form certifying 
the nominee's church membership, 
present teaching position, previous 
teaching experience, unique teaching 
skills or practices, and other Chris­
tian Education service. The post­
marked deadline is June 30, 2000. 

The Board is seeking nominees 
whose teaching skills have contrib­
uted to the Christian conversion and 
nurture of our people. The Board 
understands that it is not possible 
to recognize and honor every worthy 
teacher. Nevertheless, we wish to 
honor one such teacher on behalf of 
all our Sabbath School teachers. We 
urge the local church to annually rec­
ognize all of their teachers. ~ 

FOCUS World Fed to 
on Missions meet in B razi I by Kirk Looper 

Seventh Day Baptist Conferences 
and churches around the world are 
looking forward to and preparing for 
the Seventh Day Baptist World Fed­
eration (SDBWF) meeting in Brazil 
in January of 2003. 

This is an exciting time, and 
Brazilian SDB churches are work­
ing hard to ensure the success of the 
gathering. To prepare, many young 
people are taking beginning or ad­
vanced English language classes. The 
churches have initiated a nationwide 
campaign to build a Convention Cen­
ter, which will be dedicated during 
the Federation meetings. 

Plans for the SDBWF meetings 
include promoting non-delegate 
attendance, which would boost fel­
lowship and affect future planning. 
After all, the primary purpose of the 
organization is to promote fellowship 
and cooperation among SDB Confer­
ences and churches worldwide. 
Opening the registration to visitors 
would give attendees the opportunity 
to meet other leaders. In many cases, 
this will be the chance of a lifetime. 

Recorders for additional in­
formation. 

Other areas of ministry of 
the Brazilian Conference 
include sending pam-
phlets, Bible lessons, and 
other literature to Peru, 
Mozambique, Igreja Agua 
Viva, and Argentina. The 
Santo Antonio do Sudoeste 
SDB Church sponsors a radio 
program in San Antonio, Argentina, 
and a missionary team from Brazil 
traveled to Paraguay near the end of 
1998. 

Brazil's religious education minis­
tries are preparing new evangelists 
and workers using the Training In 
Ministry and Extension CT.I.M.E.) 
program. This includes T.I.M.E. 
studies which have been adapted to 
their culture and beliefs, as well as 
other booklets published by their 
Conference. 

A workers' meeting is held year­
ly for training, reteaching, and the 
exchange of experiences. Their last 
meeting was held September 19-26, 

Brazilian SDS churches are working hard 
to ensure the success of the gathering. 

To prepare, many young people are 
taking beginning or advanced 

English language classes. 

If you are interested in attending, 
you can obtain information from 
World Federation President, Rev. 
Gabriel Bejjani; or from Rev. Dale 
Thorngate, World Federation Execu­
tive. However, specific information 
will not be available until later. 
Meanwhile, watch future Sabbath 

1999, and they will meet this year 
from June 19-25. It is so exciting 
to hear of their plans and techniques 
for keeping their leaders up to date 
and encouraged! 

Their communications reveal that 
they need Sabbath School materials 
for children as well as adults. These 
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will have to be purchased, and we 
are looking for contributions to help 
defray the cost. Funds are also need­
ed to maintain the quality of their 
T.I.M.E. program. 

"We would appreciate it if you 
could send us help for our religious 
education department," they wrote. 

If you are interested in assist­
ing, send your donation to the SDB 
Missionary Society, 119 Main St., 
Westerly, RI 02891. We will be 
happy to pass it on to the Brazilian 
Conference. 

We look forward to the meetings 
in Brazil in 2003, and pray that many 
of our SDB members around the 
world will attend. A highly spiritual 
program is being planned, and "the 
more, the merrier." 

So, save your money and 
make plans to participate in these 
meetings. Only three more years 
to wait! ~ 
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Prodllced by the YOllth COlllmillee of the Board of Christian Edllcation 
For and by members of the SDB YOllth Fellowship February 2000 

"I think Matt O/SOIl SIIOU/d pay 
for everyone to go to Hawazi· next 
year. '~Anonymous 

The first-ever National Youth 
Retreat, held in Milton, Wis., from 
December 29-January 2, was a total 
success. There were youth from all 
over the nation, including Florida, 
New York, Colorado, and Oregon; 
and everyone meshed extremely well. 

There were 27 campers in all, 
four counselors (Ben Calhoun, Cathy 
Payne, Alanna Powell, and Jeff 
Rood), and our exceptional cooks 
(Rich and Madelyn Neher). 

"There is nowhere I would have 
rather spent the last few days of the 
millennium," Miriam Lawton re­
marked excitedly. 

The theme for the retreat was 
TEOTWAWKl, presented by our 
fearless leader from California­
Eric "you can tune a guitar, but 
you can't tuna fish" Davis. 

No, the theme wasn't an ancient 
Chinese phrase of wisdom, but an 
acronym for "The End Of The World 
As We Know It." 

"I came, I camped, I survived," 
declared Gabe Vaught with emotion. 

Eric used the phrase TEOTWAW­
KI to talk about dying to ourselves 
and getting rid of our old sins and 
temptations, and then asking the 
Lord to help us start over. Eric post­
ed three truths related to dying to 
ourselves: 
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National Youth Retreat 
held in Wisconsin 
by Aubrey Appel 

1) We cannot know what is going 
to happen. 

2) We can trust God with our 
future. 

3) Heaven awaits all who believe. 

We acted out hilarious Bible 
story skits to illustrate trusting God 
with our futures. We also summa­
rized passages from the Bible that 
spoke about the real TEOTW AWKI 
described by all-consuming fire and 
pestilence. 

On New Year's Eve, we had a 
slightly crazy bonfire, and we wel­
comed the year 2000 with commun­
ion and singing praise songs. After 
staying up most, or the entire night, 
playing various card games and 
digesting extensive amounts of 
caffeine, we drove to church in the 
morning to hear a rousing sermon 
by Pastor George Calhoun. 

Josh Calhoun could be 
heard mumbling, "Eric 
Davis is totally cool!" 

I overheard that 
the cooks were very im­
pressed by the youth's 
conversation, manners, 
and maturity, especially 
towards biblical issues. 

We managed to have a snow 
fight one afternoon with select melt­
ing patches, but because of the warm 
temperatures, Justin Knudson ques­
tioned, "What happened to the 
snow?" (Well, Justin, because snow 
is made of frozen water and dust par­
ticles, when the temperature rises 
above freezing, it can no longer 
maintain its frozen state and turns 
to the liquid form of water, which 
soaks into the soil causing large 
amounts of mud ... ) 

To close, a quote from the beau­
tiful Karlene Neher, who said with 
wisdom, "Friendship is not so 
much the time spent together, but 
the togetherness felt in the time 
spent." 

Special thanks to Matt Olson, Eric 
Davis, Kevin Butler, and anyone else 
who made our first retreat possible. 
God bless you guys! ~ 

"Haircuts are fun!" 
screamed J eff Neher after 
receiving one from the 
celebrated Jeff Rood, who 
also chopped a little off 
the top of Eric's melon. 

Happy "retreaters, " Tiffany Vigneault and Bill Fick. 

'Z1 ____ Ui!ll, 

Young 
Adult 
Connection 

Team Eternal's 
summer in Daytona 
by John Mark Camenga 

The last day of Summer Christian 
Service Corps training at Camp Jer­
sey Oaks, Shiloh, N.J., led into the 
first day of our project and left us 
both very ready for the Sabbath. 

Cathy Rogers and I flew into the 
Orlando, Fla., International Airport 
on June 25, 1999, and didn't look 
back. Mark and Faith Green, along 
with their son, Conner, escorted us 
to Daytona Beach, Fla., and left us 
in the capable hands of Dad and 
Mom (a.k.a. Pastor John and Linda 
Camenga). 

That Sabbath morning, we were 
"introduced" to the congregation 
through special music. Cathy and I 
sang the song, "Shifting Sand," by 
Caedmon's Call. In the afternoon, the 
Youth Fellowship accompanied us to 
Oak Hill, where we were to have our 
first Back Yard Bible Club (BYBC). 
We passed out fliers and then re­
turned to Daytona to complete our 
Sabbath rest. 

Sunday came, followed ever so 
closely by Monday morning. We 
spent a good portion ofthat time pre­
paring for the challenges of the up­
coming BYBC. The focus of our mate­
rial was the "Wordless Book," a sim­
plified telling of the process of salva­
tion based on five colors: Black rep­
resents sin; red represents the blood 
of Jesus; white represents forgive­
ness from our sin; green represents 
spiritual growth; and gold represents 
our reward. 

Sixteen children heard at least 
part of the message during the first 
week, and we were blessed to have 
one of the girls ask Jesus to be her 
Savior. All of that, and it only rained 
one of the five days! 

The second Sabbath presented me 

with the opportunity to give a 
children's message. The children 
were asked to obey their parents 
(and I promised to do the same). 

Week two brought us to Kiwanis 
Camp, where we were on staff for 
Deep South Camp. The summer heat 
made us each thankful for the air­
conditioned sleeping quarters. 

Our lessons focused on Joseph, 
and the story of the origin of the uni­
verse. It was concluded that God did, 

sented special music. We sang the 
two-part choral piece called, "The 
Gift of Love." The message of the 
song was basically that works with­
out love are dead. Following church, 
we took the afternoon off, and got 
ready for Sunday and the rest of the 
fourth week of our project. 

We saw two BYBCs on tap but, as 
the week materialized, the children 
did not. Both BYBCs were canceled 
following two days of zero in atten-

We were blessed to have one of the 
girls ask Jesus to be her Savior. 

in fact, create the universe, and Jo­
seph was a good guy who had a few 
rough breaks. 

As it turned out, the week had a 
few rough breaks of its own, but 
these things brought the campers 
closer, and the week continued the 
strengthening process of a relatively 
new camping program. A focused 
staff, a few rainbows, several gor­
geous sunsets, and a loving Heaven­
ly Father carried and encouraged 
us throughout the week. 

We entered week three very tired 
but ready for our second BYBC, this 
time in Edgewater, Fla. We had fewer 
kids in attendance this week, but that 
did not limit the fun we had. 

The crafts were a big hit. The glit­
ter supply was abundant, as was the 
eagerness to use it. Despite the en­
thusiasm, the mess was contained, 
and the kids actually learned a few 
things (or so they told us). Cathy was 
amazing with all of the children, who 
responded well to all of her direction 
and teaching. 

This Sabbath, we once again pre-

dance, so we were put to work at the 
church. In addition to that, we had 
the chance to play with nephews and 
visit family and church members. 

Despite the cancellation of the 
Daytona and Deltona BYBCs, we had 
a productive week. Sabbath morning 
came once again by the grace of God 
and, once again, I had the children's 
message. I discovered that ceiling 
fans do not lend themselves well to 
matches as my attempt to exemplifY 
my point went down the drain. Re­
gardless, Joshua Crouch enjoyed my 
attempt and smiled the whole time. 
(Thanks Joshy!) 

Cathy and I would like to thank 
everyone who had lunch with us, 
made cookies for the BYBCs, and 
supported the whole idea of having 
an SCSC team. We would especially 
like to thank Marie Ward for all of 
her planning and preparation, 
prayers and sacrifice, and encourage­
ment and dedication to and for liS, 

and for the project. 
All in all, it was a wonderful sum­

merforTeam Eternal (1 Peter 5:10).,* 
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Recipe for Conference 
by John Camenga 

People ask, "What 
is it really like at Confer­
ence?" My stock answer 
has been to describe it as 
a combination of revival 
services, church business 
meeting, educational sem-

inar, spiritual retreat, and 
family reunion. All of this is 

part of Conference. 
However,like many other recipes, 

the result is something greater than 
can be described by the list of ingre­
dients. Let's look at this recipe for 
Conference. In an appropriate mix­
ing container: 

• Take one-part 
revival services 
We hear challenging messages. 

This year our theme is "Live in Har­
mony with One Another" (1 Peter 
3:8-9, NIV). The selection ofthe 
theme makes a difference in the 
"flavor" of the product. 

Regardless of the theme, I go 
home with new insights into God's 
Word and its application in my life. 
Messages and Bible studies make a 
difference. I am revived and ready 
to face the challenges at home. 

• Add one part church 
business meeting 

Many of us dislike business meet­
ings, but they can be a time for be­
lievers, under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, to review past effective­
ness and plan for future ministry. 
We share ideas and dreams. We can 
move beyond the "ho-hum" to the 
exciting task of "being about our 
Father's business." (Some people 

say they skip this ingredient and still 
like the flavor of Conference.) 

• Add a dash of 
educational seminar 

Workshops are a regular part of 
Conference. These sessions expose 
us to facets of ministry that may help 
us personally, or may help our home 
churches. 

The subjects change from year 
to year, but there is something that 
should appeal to everyone. It may 
be a workshop on meeting the needs 
of the handicapped. There may be 
a session for church treasurers. Im­
proving facilities, or evangelistic 
skills may be highlighted. 

A little later this year we will share 
some of the specific topics for Con­
ference 2000. 

·Include a generous 
handful of spiritual retreat 
Prayer times, quiet moments, 

worship, a time away from routine 
all add to a sense of being in a place 
separated from the "real world." 

Jesus took some of the disciples 
up to the Mount of Transfiguration. 
They wanted to stay up there, but the 
work they had to do took them back 
to the valley. Frequently people de­
scribe Conference as a "Mountain­
top Experience." It can be a time of 
renewal that prepares us to pick up 
our normal life and normal load with 
renewed vigor. 

• Family reunion 
We may be a "family church," 

but we have very liberal adoption 
policies! First-time Conference at-

tendees discover a ready-made, 
nationwide circle of family and 
friends ready to include and absorb 
them. Conference becomes a portable 
hometown that relocates every year. 

Going to Conference is going 
home! The old home place has been 
sold and my high school friends are 
scattered to the four winds. It has 
been 10 years since I have even 
passed through my city of birth. 

When I go to Conference, I see 
many of the people who mean the 
most to me. I renew my most valued 
relationships. I have the exciting 
opportunity to meet my new family 
members. I can reflect with other 
loved ones on the losses the family 
has experienced in the past year 
and rejoice together in the promise 
of a coming, permanent reunion. 

• The secret ingredient-you 
If YOIi don't come to Conference, 

you are missing something that can 
enrich and strengthen your Christian 
walk. Of equal importance is the fact 
that you are needed to make this 
recipe complete. Without you the 
flavor will not be as full and com­
plete. 

Make effort to be there. This year 
the hometown moves to the lovely 
campus of West Virginia Wesleyan 
College in Buckhannon, W.Va. The 
dates are August 6-12. We need you 
to make the recipe complete! 

A word of warning: Attending 
Conference can be habit-forming. 
Missing the annual opportunity can 
cause withdrawal symptoms. How­
ever, it is a healthful and beneficial 
addiction! ~ 
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Seeking Spiritual Maturity: 
through Sabbath keeping 

F iF 4 -AM -M" Day of worship 
and celebration -

An annual emphasis of 
the SDB General Council 

Excerpted from Larry's book True 
to the Sabbath, Trlle to Dill' Goct 
chapter 9, pages 89-91, 94. 

Jesus' Sabbath celebration 
No better model can be found than 

Jesus, in fulfilling God's intent that 
the Sabbath be our day of worship. 
He regularly joined in Sabbath ser­
vices at the synagogues throughout 
Galilee. 

It was his weekly habit to join with 
a local congregation, in fact, he was 
one of their favorite Sabbath School 
teachers (Luke 4:15-16)! Certainly 
Jesus' activity in the synagogue on 
the Sabbath comprised a very signif­
icant part of his earthly ministry. 

In sharing this weekly worship, 
Jesus was giving his endorsement of 
the Sabbath as a day of celebration. 
He was also demonstrating various 
forms of worship activity. Teaching, 
preaching, sharing the good news 
about the Kingdom of God, proph­
esying, and especially healing, were 
the things that we commonly find 
Jesus engaged in on the Sabbath. All 
of these can and should be practiced 
in our Sabbath worship today. 

Covenant renewal 
One of the key features of our 

weekly assembly for worship is the 
renewal of our covenant relation­
ship with God. Here, as God's people, 
we join in a corporate promise, we 
pledge our lives to each other and to 
the Lord. 

There is more involved here 
than personal commitment. In the 
covenant there is the dimension of 
accountability which we invite and 

by Larry Graffius 

promote when we make our promise 
in public, in the midst of the congre­
gation. Here we bear witness to one 
another of what we believe in, and 
of what we will do as we practice 
our faith. 

The renewing of our covenant with 
God and with each other is one of the 
most significant acts of worship, both 
in the Old and the New Testament. 

This covenant promise is made 
by the people of God as they are as­
sembled for worship. It takes place 
most often in Sabbath services as 
we pray, sing hymns of our faith and 
commitment, share in the service 
of the Lord's Supper, baptism, mar­
riage, ordination and dedication. 

Furthermore, it is very significant 
that in the development of the cov­
enant relationship with His people 
in the Old Testament, God gave the 
Sabbath as a sign of that abiding 
relationship: 

"Say to the Israelites, 'You must 
observe my Sabbaths. This will be 
a sign between me and you for the 
generations to come, so you may 
know that I am the LoRD, who makes 
you holy. Observe the Sabbath, be­
cause it is holy to you .... For six days, 
work is to be done, but the seventh 
day is a Sabbath of rest, holy to the 
LoRD .... The Israelites are to observe 
the Sabbath, celebrating it for the 
gen2rations to come as a lasting cov­
enant. It will be a sign between me 
and the Israelites forever, for in six 
days the LoRD made the heavens and 
the earth, and on the seventh day he 
abstained from work and rested' " 
(Exodus 31:13-17). 

In other words, God is telling His 
people, "By consistently, faithfully 

joining together in Sabbath worship, 
you will be reaffirming our covenan­
tal relationship. The Sabbath is the 
perfect opportunity for you to renew 
your commitment. The act of coming 
together, in 'holy convocation' \\~ll be 
itself a demonstration of your faith­
fulness, your obedience. It \~ll serve 
as a sign, a mark of fidelity in our re­
lationship.' " 

What are we celebrating? 
God's people are to observe the 

Sabbath, celebrating it for genera­
tions to come as a lasting covenant. 
On this day His people celebrate 
God's grace, God's provision, and 
God's sovereign lordship. 

First, recognize that it is God who 
has called you and makes YOIi holy. 
The wonderful covenant relationship 
that is yours to enjoy is nothing of 
your doing. It is all of God's grace, it 
is all His doing. 

Second, it is a Sabbath ofrestbe­
cause God \~Il provide for you; you 
need not work, but instead you are 
to celebrate on this day. 

And third, in Sabbath worship you 
acknowledge that the loRD made tire 
/Ieavens and tire eartlr, that He is the 
Lord of all creation. He is the source, 
the giver of all that we have and the 
mler over everything. Come before 
Him in worship! Let your Sabbath 
Days be set apart for rene\~ng your 
covenant relationship \~th Him. 

Worship means to foclls our atten­
tion on God. It means to tllrn away 
from worldly cares and "turn your 
eyes upon Jesus." * 
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-----______ ~News 
light streams in-and out­
of Salem church windows 
Repniztedftom the Salem Sentzize/, 
newsletter of the Salem, "v. Va., SDB 
Church. Janet TllOmgate, editor. 

Sabbath mornings-and many 
other days-light streams in through 
our church windows. Our prayer? 
That light may also flow out from 
those windows. 

In September, we began a new 
Sabbath School year with 16 teachers 
(two per class) prepared every week 
to lead a group in Bible study and 
reflection. 

Classes fill the new addition, top 
to bottom. Most weeks the college/ 
young adult class is the largest (one 
week, 24), keeping teachers Cynthia 
.Calise and Pastor Dale Thorngate 
busy with their cross-cultural study 
of the Gospel of Mark. 

We all enjoy getting better ac­
quainted with the Salem-Teikyo Uni­
versity international students who 
welcome the 0ppoltunity to practice 
their English. It's also great that so 
many of our own college young 

people are close enough to come 
home at least some weekends, often 
bringing friends or roommates ..... ith 
them. 

In long-time Salem church tradi­
tion, we try to provide lunch for the 
college students with a different fam­
ily each week-sometimes at home, 
sometimes at the church, sometimes 
at the restaurant where many gather 
to extend Sabbath fellowship. 

In October, we hosted the Seventh 
Day Baptist Memorial Board for their 
fall meeting. They came to check out 
their investment in our new addition 
and provide a useful estate planning 
seminar. 

The building fund received a big 
boost later in the month when every­
one helped v.ith the Harvest Steak 
Dinner, which netted over $1,000. 
We served Sunday dinner to over 
250 people. 

Also in October, our youth at­
tended the Appalachian Association 
retreat in Columbus, Ohio, and the 
church hosted one of the community 

Columbine Forums on school safety 
and character development. 

The church continues to provide 
space for several community groups, 
including Senior Citizens, Alcoholics 
Anonymous, Foster Grandparents, 
Ministerial Association, and the 
Salem-Teikyo Auxiliary, which re­
quested guided tours during their 
fall reception. 

The Appalachian Association 
Executive Committee, Camp Joy 
Board, and our denomination's 
Christian Social Action Committee 
also met here, as well as the Memo­
rial Fund Trustees and Salem­
Greenbrier Cemetery Association. 

We had so much to be thankful for 
as we joined with others in the Salem 
Community Thanksgiving Service, 
happy that our chime choir could 
contribute to that time of grateful 
praise. Even the Christmas music re­
hearsals provided a spiritual experi­
ence, working towards harmony in a 
world so full of discord; so in need of 
song and light from church windows. ~ 

New parsonage opens new CE building 
A new parsonage in Alfred Station, N.Y., 

will open up the present parsonage to be­
come the Christian Education Building for 
the SDB church next door. 

The groundbreaking ceremony in the 
fall brought many church members and 
workers, ready to start the project. The 
Alfred Station church asks that you pray 
for God's blessing to be upon the work of 
building the body there, both physically 
and spiritually. 

When traveling the area, you are invit­
ed to Sabbath School at 9:45 a.m. and the 
11:00 worship hour. You are also invited 
to share with your financial support of this 
building endeavor to help these facilities 
meet the goal of spreading the Gospel. ~ 
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Sign pa~izter John Brundage (Itiff) and Wi/lis "Burr" Woodl7l./f help announce 
the project. 

Special events in upstate NY 
by William Bowyer 

The Leonardsville/Brookfield, 
N.Y., Seventh Day Baptist Church 
hosted the fall meeting of the Central 
New York Association on October 
16, 1999, at the Meeting House in 
Leonardsville. The Association also 
includes SDB churches in Adams 
Center and Verona, N.Y. 

Eighty people accepted the imita­
tion to be in His House, on His Day, 
v.ith His people, to hear His Word 
and to learn what He's doing in mis­
sions. Pastor Steve James led a car 
caravan from Verona on this beauti­
ful October day, and half of our par­
ticipants were from there. 

The day's activities began with 
Sabbath School and the worship 
service. Pastor Bill Bowyer, of the 
Leonardsville/Brookfield church, 
led the worship service, while Kirk 
Looper, Executive Director of the 
SDB Missionary Society, was the 
featured speaker. Dinner was serv­
ed at the nearby Methodist church. 

Follo ..... ing the meal, Pastor Bill 
led a "roast" for Pastor Andrew 
Camenga, which was enjoyed by all, 
v.ith the possible exception of Pastor 
Andrew! (This was Andrew's last As­
sociation meeting before moving on 

New parsonage, cont. 

to his new ministry with the SDB 
Board of Christian Education.) 

The concern for leadership at the 
Adams Center church has been alle­
viated by Pastor Gene Smith's return 
as interim. 

After the roast, Kirk and his \\ife, 
Vivian, presented a program about 
SDB missions, with assistance from 
youthful "models" wearing native 
clothing. 

The acti\ities concluded with a 
youth program of volleyball, viewing 
and discussing a Dr. James Dobson 
video about God's \~;II, and, of 
course, supper. 

Another event that prompt-
ed thankfulness was held at our 
Meeting House on thc Sabbath 
after Thanksgiving Day. The wor­
ship service focused on salvation 
and baptism, with Pastor Bill in­
cluding passages on the baptism of 
Jesus, and stories about Philip and 
the Ethiopian, Paul and the jailer, 
and Paul and Lydia. He wanted 
to explain the biblical meaning of 
baptism to about two dozen visitors 
who had been invited by those being 
baptized. He also wanted to show 
church members some of the things 

A{fred Station church members andji-iellds gather/or the ceremonial groundbreakillg. 

that are used to prepare the randi­
dates for baptism. 

At the end of the service, two 
of our chlll'ch's most active young 
people-Duane Dye and .Iames 
Gaff-were baptized hy a pri\'ileg('d 
and thankful pastor. Aft('rwards, they 
were honor('d at a meal and recep­
tion at the Parish House. 

In other news, two important 
meetings were held ill Octob(,r 
and November. Many of our 
church mcmbers reacted positivc­
ly to those mcetings, which resuItl'd 
i;l three new Bihle studies, J"l·gular 
meetings of the diacunate, ami Pas­
tor Bill and his wifl" Gwen, d('cid­
ing to accept the call to continue 
at the church for at il'ast anotlll'r 
Year. 
. As lIsual, a special service of praise 
and thanksgiving was held on the 
Tuesday evening before Thanksgh·­
ing Day. It was made up of mostly 
music and readings hy those in atten­
dance. 

The Leonardsville/Brookfield 
SDB Church praises God, from 
Whom all blessings flow, for His 
answers to a variety of rec('nt pray­
er requests. PTL! ~l 

Trustce' dwi'7JC/:<;on JI!(//:l/ 

./a(/(' Reid slm(/Ii's tlil' ."(,'(I/dl'll 

s/Wl'Cr at IiiI' !/rOlJllilbrl'akill!/. 
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Battle Creek, MI 
Harold King, pastor 
Joined after testimony 

Laurie Luchowski 

Berlin, NY 
Matthew Olson, pastor 
Joined after baptism 

Meagan Hall 

Accessions •.. .~ 

Sue Hall 
Joined after testimony 

Olive Mesick 
Stacy Saunders 

Leonardsville/Brookfield, NY 
William Bowyer, pastor 
Joined after baptism 

James Gaff 

SR Reaction 

Dearest fellow workers, 
Your December issue ("Helping Oth­

ers") came at a significant time. 
I am in a church position where I am 

asked to preach occasionally. My next 
sermon will be about the same subject. 
I have named the sermon, "God's Word 
on Poverty." 

John Camenga and I came up with 
similar ideas from the same texts. It 

/1 'i ~ really impressed me that someone as . Marriage Births uneducated as I am would come up 1or============J 1or::===========J with "competitive" material. May I add one thing to the topic? 

Westerberg - Greeno-David 
Paul Westerberg and I1ean 
DeOrion Green were united in 
marriage on September 4, 1999, 
at Bethany Lutheran Church 
in Escanaba, MI, with Rev. 
Richard R. Hutton officiating. 

Williamso-A son, Jordan Troy 
Williams, was born to Troy and 
Kathy Williams of Roundrock, 
TX, on June 8,1999. 

Cunninghamo-A son, Ean James 
Cunningham, was born to Don 
and Cathy Cunningham of Mont­
clair, VA, on July 8, 1999. 

Current Giving 1999 
400,000 

350,000 
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M 
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Current Budget for 1999 ------Y 
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Often Christians feel awkward and 
ashamed when accepting or soliciting 
charitable assistance. Here is a little 
encouragement for these situations: 

Elijah asked for and received assis­
tance from an impoverished widow. 
Christ asked a social outcast for a drink 
of water. 

I cannot think of better examples 
than these. 

Thank you, and please keep the great 
material coming. 

Dear Kevin, 

John Bouknight 
Columbia, SC 

Excellent! Outstanding! That is the 
rating I give to your December SR. 

Topping the articles, I thought, was 
"Ready or Not, Here I Come!" I also was 
aided by "Some Basic Guidelines" and 
the "Circles of My Responsibility." When 
I read your "Kevin's Korner," I wondered 
what I would have done with the ham­
mer. 

I'm sharing this issue with our SDA 
pastor, for during another pastorate 
I was in the "Ready or Not" minister's 
predicament, when even the then-pastor 
advised me not to bring an ex-prison 
inmate to church. Our congregation­
and minister-were "not ready" for him. 

Lord, heLp us to deal with these situ­
ations as You would have dealt with 
them! 

Eugene Lincoln 
Hagerstown, MD 
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Van Homo-Ruby Estella 

(Babcock) Van Horn, 88, died 
on November 20, 1999, at Meriter 
Park Hospital in Madison, Wis. 
She was born on May 10, 1911, 

in North Loup, Neb., the daughter 
of Rolla O. and Estella (Greene) 
Babcock. She attended schools in 
North Loup and Scotia, Neb., grad­
uating from Scotia High School in 
1929. Following graduation, she 
taught in a one-room rural school 
for one year. In 1930, she entered 
Milton (Wis.) College. After her 
mother's death two years later, she 
returned home to "keep house" for 
her father on the family farm, and 
taught at the elementary school in 
Scotia. 

On September 11, 1934, she mar­
ried Paul E. Van Horn in the family 
home in North Loup. They moved to 
Milton but spent most of their mar­
ried life in Beloit, Wis. When their 
children were older, Ruby returned 
to Milton College, graduating Cum 
Laude in 1959 with a B.A. degree. 
She taught in the Clinton, Wis., 
school system until retiring in 1974. 

While in Beloit, Ruby was active 
in her church and community, serv­
ing two terms on the Beloit School 
Board. They spent several of their 
retirement years in a cottage on the 
Wisconsin river. During this time, 
Ruby was active in church and com­
munity affairs in Mauston. 

In 1983, they moved to the Meth­
odist Retirement Center. Ruby and 
her husband served as co-editors of 
The Center Post, a publication of the 
Resident Association, which she 
headed as president for two terms. 
Music was always Ruby's major in­
terest, and she played the piano for 
the Center's Sunday evening vespers. 

In addition to her husband, Paul, 
survivors include two sons, Charles 
of Rohnert, Calif., and Richard of 
Aloha, Ore.; one brother, Orville 
Babcock of White Cloud, Mich.; nine 
grandchildren, seven great-grand-

children, and many nieces and neph­
ews. 

A memorial service was held on 
November 28, 1999, in the Meriter 
Health Center Auditorium, Madison. 

Daviso-Edgar Keith Davis, 90, 
died on December 21,1999, at 
Surrey Place Convalescent Cen­
ter in Bradenton, Fla. 
He was born on November 18, 

1909, in North Loup, Neb., the son 
of Orsen and Maude Davis. He was 
a graduate of Fussyville (Neb.) High 
School, Denver (Colo.) University, 
and the University of Colorado Medi­
cal School. 

Dr. Davis was a charter and life­
long member of the Denver Seventh 
Day Baptist Church, serving on the 
Planning Committee, where he help­
ed design and build their first church 
facility. He was also a deacon and 
held a number of other positions in 
the church. 

He married Margaret Jean Mc­
Cartney on May 27, 1934, in Pueblo, 
Colo. She served as his nurse dur­
ing most of the years of his medical 
practice. 

"Dr. Keith" worked as a carpen­
ter and painter '""ith his father in 
the construction business until he 
decided to return to school and be­
come a doctor. He began practicing 
medicine in the small mining town 
of Silverton, Colo., where he was the 
only doctor, surgeon, obstetrician, 
and administrator of a 25-bed hospi­
tal. 

During World War II, he served 
his country in the Army, and then 
was transferred to the Navy where 
he became Lieutenant Commander. 
He was called up again during the 
Korean conflict. 

He eventually returned to school, 
specializing in anesthesiology, which 
he practiced until his retirement. He 
was a member of the American Soci­
ety of Anesthesiologists. 

Dr. Keith served on the Commis-

sian of the Seventh Day Baptist Gen­
eral Conference from 1947-1953, and 
authored the monthly stewardship 
"Mini Messages" shared with SDB 
churches across the country. 

Although he moved to Florida, he 
never moved his membership from 
the Denver SDB Church. He and 
Margaret faithfully attended the 
Bradenton branch of the Daytona 
Beach SDB Church up until the last 
five months, when their deteriorat­
ing health made the trip impossible. 

In addition to his wife, Margaret, 
a resident of Surrey Place, survivors 
include one son, Philip, of Braden­
ton; one daughter, Sheila Noon, of 
HalfMoon Bay, Calif.; three grand­
children, and three great-grandchil­
dren. 

A memorial service was held in 
Bradenton on December 24,1999, 
with Pastors Kenneth Davis and 
Leland Bond officiating. 

Church Clerks 
and Pastors 

Please let us know 
if you need more 

"SR Information Forms" 
for births, marriages, 

accessions, and obituaries. 
Our address and phone/fax 

numbers may be found 
inside the front cover. 
If sending obituaries from 
your local newspaper, 

please include the specific 
death date and date of 

memorial service. 

You may also 
e-mail your 

church family info 
to us at 

sdbmedia@inwave.com 
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Baptist World Congress 
emphasizes justice, evangelism by Robert O'Brien 

MELBOURNE, Australia (ABP)­
Baptists worldwide declared a "De­
cade of Racial Justice" and a newem­
phasis on evangelism amid color and 
pageantry at the 18th Baptist World 
Congress, Jan. 5-9. 

A resolution on racial justice at 
the gathering in Melbourne called 
on Baptists everywhere to seek "in­
ter-racial and inter-ethnic harmony 
to achieve authentic justice for all 
persons without regard to race." 

Congress delegates elected South 
Korean pastor and broadcaster Billy 
Kim to a five-year term as 19th presi­
dent of the Baptist World Alliance. 
Kim, 64, is pastor of the 13,000-
member Central Baptist Church in 
Suwon, South Korea. 

Some 6,100 delegates from six 
continents-representing about 
80 percent of the world's Baptists­
examined the congress theme: 
",Jesus Christ Forever. Yes!" They 
also launched initiatives to minister 
to the poor and hungry, emphasize 
prayer and evangelism, encourage 
strife-torn people, and promote so­
cial justice. 

Formed in 1905, the Baptist World 
Alliance consists of 196 member bod­
ies, representing 43 million Baptists 

Part o/tlie ouer 6,000 delegates and '~nass clioir" assembled for worship at 
tlie Baptl~·t World Congress Iii Melboul'lIe. 

in 160,000 churches. The organiza­
tion holds a congress every five years. 

Looking toward the 100th an­
niversary of the BWA, General Sec­
retary Denton Lotz urged a 21st 
Century Committee to "examine 
achievements of the past, the pres­
ent success and future possibilities" 
of the BWA. 

That committee will bring recom­
mendations for changes and empha­
ses to the Centennial Baptist World 
Congress in England in 2005. 

The congress marked the first ma-

jor international church assembly in 
the year 2000. The gathering is usu­
ally held in July but this time met 
in January to take advantage of the 
Australian summer. 

Baptists of all stripes found unity 
in worship, fellowship, and colorful 
pageantry throughout the congress. 
The pageantry ranged from an open­
ing parade of flags and dramatization 
by Australian aborigines to an Inter­
national Festival of music, move­
ment, food, and testimony outside 
the Melbourne Exhibition Centre. ~ 

SDBs at t/wli- Congress booth. Seated: Keuin Butler 
". ,I' h and Dorothy d'Alpllget. Standing (I. to r.J: Janet oJlte. 0 t e COllgress: llfe/bollme's hllge Exhibitioll Centre. PllOto takell by D.f " 
E'"I n.f:li !. nut,e,; oJllsalllle alld Alldrew Gou/ding, Sandyalld 
I~(~~tor nl~!t~r ,:om t Ie observatioll deck of the Ria/to Tower~; the Ilighest G/ellll Wagller. 
oJ/Ice built/my m Ilze Soutlzerll Hemisplzere. 
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Ah, Australia ... 
Janet and I could "talk your ears off' 

about places and plane rides, show you pic­
tures and postcards (and a suitcase full of 
souvenirs and mementos), compare prices 
and phrases-but what impressed us the 
most had to be the people. 

At the Baptist World Congress in Mel­
bourne, we saw fellow Baptists opening 
their homes and lives to all kinds of "for­
eigners." 

Like a young Melbourne couple we met, 
originally from Malaysia, inviting us out to a 
late Chinese dinner following an evening ser­
vice. I asked jokingly as we walked to their 
car, "Do you usually pick up strangers like 

this?" They smiled and came right back with, "Do you 
usually go out with strangers like this?" 

We had an instant bond being Baptist. But it went 
beyond that. They knew what it was like being newcom­
ers in a strange land. And as Christians, they knew the 
Golden Rule of doing unto others. We look forward to 
future correspondence with T.K. and Angie. 

Arriving in Sydney for week number two, we found 
the same openness and love. And passion. SOBs in the 
Sydney area, along with those visiting from Brisbane, 

have a powerful passion to learn more of our heritage, to 
grow in their faith and witness, and to pass on ollr legacy 
to the next generations. 

I could sense their feeling of isolation from our Confer­
ence in North America and the frustration of having to 
pay so much for items to be shipped from here. 

One thing they suggested: to get more of our materials 
(even the larger books) scanned and placed on CDs for 
their disseminatbn overseas. Anybody out there able to 
help with that request? 

We dearly thank all those who made our trip 
possible. We will carry our precious Australian 
memories always. 

As we headed home, it was a shock to 
our systems going from 26° Celsius (about 
79°F) back to 26° Fahrenheit (plus a 
wind chill). Reuniting with our four 
"blondies" at the airport was sweet. 
And keeping us warm were the 
friendships and bonds of 
brotherly love we nurtured 
Down Under. 

God's people are 
God's people-brothers 
and sisters-no matter where 
you travel on this big blue marble. 

World ISapiist C:onglress 
Wedn 5 - Sun 9 Jc 2q(i;iIO~O_...,~~ 

Keuin alld Janet But!e,; delegates j7'om "tlze States. '"' 

SDBs gatlzered/or Sabbatli morning worslzip olltside 
tlte Centre Iii Alelbourne. 

Our COllference ballller at tlze Congress. 

Sabbath eve get-together til Sydlley (I. to r.J: Susanlle and Andrew 
Gou/dillg (witlz daughters Rebecca and Jessica tilj7'ont), Izosts Teny 

"""",",-;;:r.r"""Cl and Suzanne 
~!~,,,,,,-,,,_",.~c.::"·1 Rudel, Dorotlta 

Sllettel, 1I1ari­
anne Kube 
willi daughter 
Renaissance, 
and Gabriel 
Alegre witlz 
fiancee 
EIi~·abeth. 



Seventh Day 
Baptists and 
Seventh-day 
Adventists 
Compared 

Many people confuse Seventh Day Bap­
tists with the much larger, but also much 
younger, Seventh-day Adventists. While 
there is agreement in some areas, there 
are considerable historical and theological 
differences. 

This newly-revised tract lists both agreements 
and areas of difference between the two denomina­
tions. Differences included: Biblical interpretations 
of prophecy, ceremonial laws, tithing, the state of 
the dead, and blessing of the Sabbath; church 
government; the "Investigative Judgment" and 
end-time theology; ecumenicahelations; and an 
individual's Spirit-led freedom of thought. 

2 color, 8 1/2 x 11 tri-fold. 
Price is 10¢ each; contact us for 
shipping costs of larger quantities. 

To order, contact: 
Seventh Day Baptist Center 

P.O. Box 1678 
Janesville, WI 53547-1678 

(608) 752-5055 
sdbmedia@inwave.com 




