News for and about
Seventh Day Baptists




If you've never read The Sabbath Recorderbefore, you might be wondering who Seventh Day Baptists are.
Like other Baptists, we believe in:
« salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.
+ the Bible as the inspired word of God. The Bible is
our authority for our faith and daily conduct.
* baptism of believers, by immersion, witnessing to our
acceptance of Christ as Savior and Lord.

« freedom of thought under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit.

+ the congregational form of church government.
Every church member has the right to participate
in the decision-making process of the church.

The seventh day
God commanded that the seventh day (Saturday) be kept holy. Jesus agreed by keeping it as a day of worship. We observe the seventh

day ofthe week (Saturday) as God's Holy Day as an act of loving obedience—not as a means of salvation. Salvation is the free gitt of God through
Jesus Christ. Itis the joy of the Sabbath that makes SDBs just a fittle bit different.

If you would like more information, write: The Seventh Day Baptist Center, 3120 Kennedy Road, PO Box 1678, Janesville, Wi 53547-1678.
Phone (608) 752-5055; FAX (608) 752-7711; E-mail: sdbgen@inwave.com and the SDB Web site: www.seventhdaybaptist.org

Youth Groups,

Consider sending a donation ($25? $50? More?) to help with
youth activities at Conference this year. We are planning to go to
a bowling alley and a family fun center. That might require a little
extra money, if we have a big turnout.

Please send any donation to Margie Burdick, SDBYF Treasurer,
3104dB St. SE, Auburn, WA 98002. Your help will be greatly appre-
ciated.

And don’t forget your softball equipment
for the Youth vs. Pastors Softball Game
at Conference!

Directory

The Seventh Day Baptist Di-
rectory covering the year 2002
is available at the SDB Center in
Janesville, Wis.

The cost is $8.75 per Direc-
tory, which includes postage.
For those who pick up a Direc-
tory, the cost is $7.50 each.

Curious about Youth Pre-Con?

check out
www.molallaretreat.com

Moving

soon?

Please let us know of your
change of address. It costs us
money every time an issue is
returned to us, and sometimes
we get several issues a day!
Help us be good stewards by
sending us your proper ad-
dress. Thank you.

The Battle Creek, Mich., Seventh Day Baptist Church invites you
to help celebrate its 100th birthday in 2004.

If you would like to send greetings or share your memories of
Battle Creek, please mail them to:

Battle Creek SDB Church The Sabbath Recorder
202 N. Washington Ave. PO Box 1678
Battle Creek, MI 49017 Janesville, WI 53547
You may also e-mail your greetings to sdbchurch@netzero.net,
or come and celebrate in person! Phone:
We plan to have a special banquet on the Sabbath preceding E (6;81) 7525055
-mail:

next year’s Conference—July 31, 2004. Everyone is welcome to

join us for our worship services and the meal. sdbmedia@inwave.com
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Fﬂends'

uv

Friends

Back in mid-April, T got a call from
a good friend, Neil Lubke. Naturally,
I was slightly confused. Neil lives
hundreds of miles away in Wiscon-
sin, so why was he calling me?

It turned out that Neil's school
band was in town (a.k.a. New York
City), and he wanted to know if
I would meet him and some fellow
band members for lunch the next
day, since I lived nearby.

No problem. It’s a short train ride
and my friend, Naphtali (who went
to Pre-Con in Kansas) said she would
come along, Rock on.

ov

The next day, as Naphy and I on 51st and Broadway—but what
stood waiting for the group’s arrival, ~ would we talk about once we got
I began to wonder what we were there?
going to talk about. /s this going to Eventually, Neil (whose head shot
be awkward?1 knew where to take up above the crowd a good 4 inches)
them for lunch—the Stardust Diner ~ appeared, as well as Sam Lima and

by Eowyn Driscoll

I knew where to

take them for lunch— ’

the Stardust Diner on 51st
and Broadway—but what would
we talk about once we got there?
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Dan Appel from the Milton church,
with their group in tow. And it was
okay. We all got along, and we all
got to talking as if we had never been
apart, even though the last time I
had seen them was in January at the
Youth Retreat at Camp Wakonda.

Neil wanted to know if I had
school. “It’s Sunday, Neil.” Sam,
who had been to “The City” before,
wanted to know where the sheet
music stores were. And Dan was...
well, Dan was Dan.

All the way through lunch—
where it took an hour just to get the
food—we chatted and laughed mer-
rily about all the things that had hap-
pened and where they were going to
go, what they would see, and what
they should buy as souvenirs for ev-
eryone back home. Meanwhile, the
singing wait staff entertained us
with Broadway classics, along with
some songs we had never heard
before. During the hour and a half
we sat in the restaurant, there was
never a dull or awkward moment.

But why wasn'’t it awkward? After
not talking to these three people in
as many months, why were we able
to sit down together, and laugh and
chatter like next door neighbors—
or Long Island gossips? Because we
have something in common that
transcends distance and goes beyond

Not only can we

speak freely about

our beliefs without risk-
ing a major argument, but

whenever we’'re together, God
will be there to make sure that
we have something to talk about.

the latest fashions or what is “in” at
the moment: God.

We all believe in the same things
and the same God. Not only can we
speak freely about our beliefs with-
out risking a major argument, but
whenever we're together, God will
be there to make sure that we have
something to talk about. He keeps
us from getting stuck in awkward
situations.

Have you ever noticed that after
Conference, after you've forgotten
to write to your friends and have lost
touch with your acquaintances, the
next time you see them (usually at
Conference the following year) you're
still able to converse with them free-
ly? You still have the same friendship
that you had last year; time and dis-
tance do not cause rifts in relation-
ships God created.

Okay, so with the internet it
should be easier for people to find
a way to keep in touch. In my case,
it’s not easy to talk to everyone all of
the time. But I still think about them,
and I know that next summer I'll see
them, and we'll still be great friends.

God creates in us a love for one
another through Him. No matter
what happens, we will always have
Him and each other.

Think about just this year and
all of the things that have happened:

Our nation went to war, and the
entire future of the world chang-
ed because of it. Up and down the
streets, you could see yellow ribbons
tied to trees, and many of our friends
and comrades—in and out of the SDB
community—were sent overseas. But
even though we cannot see them, we
know that God will watch them as we
love and remember them from afar.

In gathering material for this
Youth issue, I posed a question to
friends—some of whom I keep in
close touch with and others I hard-
ly speak to. Each has had different
experiences in the last year, and
Christ has affected their lives in
different ways.

T hope you enjoy this year’s Youth
issue. I had a good time putting it
together. Sp

FEowyn Driscoll lives in Baldwin,
M.V, and is editor of The Beacon.
We thant her for organizing this
month’s Youth issue.
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Feature

A virtual
commune

For me, being a Seventh Day Bap-
tist means that having other SDB
friends is hard. Not only is it difficult
to find other Christians; it’s almost
impossible to find other SDBs.

About the only time I get to see
my denominational friends is at
Conference. Of course, we do have
retreats and Associations, but there
really aren’t any SDB youth where
Ilive. I, myself, make up the “youth
group” at my church.

At times, I think it might be better
if we had a Seventh Day Baptist com-
mune where we all lived. But when
I think more about that, I realize it
wouldn’t work. SDBs need to be able
to evangelize. So I have to deal with
having friends who live on the other
side of the country.

Living in a day of technology does
make it easier to stay in touch. AIM
(AOL Instant Messenger) has become
one of my best friends. Through this,
I not only “talk” to my friends in
California instantly, but I can also
talk to my sister in Africa.

E-mail is great, too. It's always
fun to get e-mail notes from friends.
In all honesty, I think I might be a
“net junkie,” but at least I can talk
to my other net junkie friends when
I want.

Friends are hard to come by,
and true friends are rare. So 'm
glad that I live in this age of elec-
tronic access.

It is hard sometimes not seeing
SDB friends until the summer, yet
when I do see them, it is worth it.

‘YF of one’ uses internet
to stay connected

by Philip Lawton, Little Genesee, NY

I may not have much of a social life
during the school year; in the sum-
mer I “live.”

In the end, if you really want to
keep in touch, you can. You may not
see your SDB friends very much, but
when you do, it's a blast! S

LET

Philip Lawton, “net juntie,” on-line.
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‘Rookie’ looks ahead

to second season

by Anna Thomas

Whatisitliketobea
new Seventh Day Bap-
tist? How does this
faith community strike
you?

Well, Youth camp, ="
Pre-Con, and Confer-
ence are all coming up
inthenextfewmonths. %
Are you ready? I'm *
pretty new to the de-
nomination (I was raised a Seventh-
day Adventist until August 2000),
and this will be only my second camp
and Pre-Con. But I can’t wait!

Last year, Camp Joy in Berea,
W.Va., was absolutely wonderful!
Our awesome SCSCers were Marissa,
Heather, and Theona, and they were
so much fun to have around.

The Wednesday night praise time
definitely cemented the friendships
that had been in the works during
the first few days of camp. I can’t
speak for everyone who was there,
but I thought that one hour on
Wednesday night was incredible!

people. Again, God
was definitely there at
Camp Harley Sutton
for those few days be-
fore Conference. The
friends I met were
awesome, and the

The friends | met
were awesome,

and the youth leaders

were so fun!

They obviously loved
young people, and
everyone was so

on fire for God.

God was definitely with us that night.
Later, at Pre-Con in New York

state, I had the chance to meet and

hang out with some really great

youth leaders were

so fun! They obvious-
ly loved young people,
and everyone was so
on fire for God that I was amazed!

I'miss all the friends I made
at camp, Pre-Con, and Conference
last year, but I'm going to see most
of them again this summer at camp
in West Virginia and Pre-Con in
Oregon. God has been so good to
me the three years I've been attend-
ing the First SDB Church of Colum-
bus, Ohio.

God’s given me so many awe-
some Christian friends that I can’t
help but be grateful. I hope you feel
the same way, and I hope you won't
take this summer for granted. God

Bless! K
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by Aubrey Greene
-~ Columbus, Ohio

ed

Sitting in the administrative office
of Houghiton (N.Y.) College last Mon-
day, the admissions counselor asked
me some fairly simple questions
about my life. What he asked didn’t
provoke much thought, and I could
easily rattle off an answer as if he was
posing some first grade math prob-
lems. Of course, I knew the simplicity
had to end.

“How do you think attending a
public school affects your Christian-
ity?” he asked.

Bam! I was stunned for a minute.
I'd never really thought about it be-
fore.

How does it affect me? Does it
strengthen my Christianity? Does
it weaken it?

The counselor prompted me.
Wheels were spinning in my head.

“I think attending a public school
strengthens my Christianity,” I
started off. After that, the rest of
my answer became clear. I knew
what I was going to say.

“Yes, it’d be a nice opportunity
to attend a private Christian high
school. You'd have constant focus
on God, and there would always be
people there to hold you accountable
for how you act and how you are do-
ing on your Christian walk. You'd be
exposed to Christian life day after
day, and it'd be nice.

“But I think attending a public
high school is good for me. I'm
exposed to almost everything the
world offers. 'm exposed to drug
usage, swearing, violence, perversity,
and many other worldly things. I
have to confront drug addicts, Goths,
and antichrists. Seeing those people
makes me want to be different. It
makes me want to strive to be like
Christ and to show the world that
there is something different—some-
thing good out there—and I have it.

“Attending a private school would
have its advantages, but how easy
is it to just slide by the seat of your
pants with no major challenges to
your Christianity? Each challenge I
face every day, I face with Christ on
my side, and I have a chance to wit-

Seeing those people
makes me want to strive
to be like Christ and to show
the world that there is
something different—something
good out there—and | have it.

ness to all the unbelievers in my pub-
lic school.”

I'sat back in my chair, relieved.

I was glad the counselor had ask-
ed the question, because it had
made me think.

I was ready to go back home and
face the world. I was ready to stand
up in my public high school and
make a statement for Christ. S

Aubrey Greene at Conference
with ker brother, Brett, already
a Houghton student.
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by Josh Calhoun, Milton, Wis.

Others may be
responsible for your upbringing,
and may help a great deal in
teaching you morals and values.
But when the ball drops,
you're the one who has to
choose whether to pick

it up or not.

Some might say that teenagers
blame their mistakes on the fact that
we are just teens and can’t be held
fully responsible for what we do. In
my opinion, the person who blames
their age for their own foolish, unin-
telligent, and not-so-smart mistakes
is a fool himself/herself.

If you are one of those teenagers,
1 apologize for offending you. But
I stick to my word and believe that
you should thoreughly consider
changing your attitude.

There is no one to blame but your-
self. You can’t lay your mistakes on
your parents, no matter how screw-
ed up they may be. Your teachers
cannot be held responsible, nor your
friends, or siblings, or your pastor.
None of these people in your life can
be responsible for your actions.

Yes, some of them are responsible
for your upbringing, and may help
a great deal in teaching you morals
and values. But when the ball drops,
you're the one who has to choose
whether to pick it up or not.

We all have a mind of our own,
and we can make decisions for our-
selves (not including young chil-
dren or people with mental handi-
caps). But you're a teenager or even
a young adult. No matter how much
your parents may have hurt you, or
how little your teacher taught you,
you still have the mental ability to
decide things on your own.

You may not be responsible for
a party that gets “busted,” but you
do have a choice about being there
in the first place.

You may not be fully responsible
for not understanding Algebra I1, but
there are always other paths to take,
and you do have the responsibility
to choose wisely.

Ask a friend for help, or anoth-
er teacher, or even a parent (you
may be surprised at how much they
know!). You also have the choice to
try as hard as you can.

People in this world aren’t out
to “get you” (unless you choose to

join the mob). Your greatest enemy
is yourself. You have choices; you
have responsibilities; you have

the ability to make the right deci-
sions.

As I see it, the only person you're
responsible for is yourself. If some-
one is going to be “small,” let them
be small. Don't allow them to bring
youdown. Sp

Josh Calhoun
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S Feature

The forgotten mourners

‘Kids grieve, too,’ says social worker
by Mark Wingfield, Associated Baptist Press

Lesson at a funeral home

Although Helen Harris has years
of experience as a hospice worker
and social worker, she learned an
important lesson about grieving by
taking her 10-year-old daughter to
a funeral home.

The young girl, after walking by
her grandmother’s casket, was over-
come with grief and began sobbing,
An older woman, apparently desir-
ing to be helpful, came to the girl
and spoke directly into her face:
“Stop that crying! You just stop
that crying!”

After assuring the gir! that her
grandmother was in a better place
with Jesus and she ought to cele-
brate the homegoing rather than
grieve the loss, the woman con-
cluded with a fully loaded message:
“Jesus doesn’t want you crying.”

Leave us alone!

That was it for Harris, who teach-
es in the Baylor University School of
Social Work. She laid aside her own

R

An older woman, apparently desiring
to be helpful, came to the girl and
spoke directly into her face:
“Stop that crying! You just
stop that crying!”

pastoral counseling demeanor and
told the woman to leave them alone.

They knew the grandmother was
in a better place, and they knew she
was free of pain, Harris explained.
But they also knew that they were
sad for themselves and that they
needed to cry.

The experience with this woman
who thought she was offering help
with her stoicism illustrates com-
mon misunderstandings about how
children grieve, Harris said during a
breakout session at the recent Hand
in Hand Conference for church social
workers held in Waco, Texas.

The forgotten mourners

Children, she said, often become
the “forgotten mourners” at the
time of a death. “They are expect-
ed to play and go to school while
the adults grieve.” Yet children
need to be allowed to grieve them-
selves, she advised. Grieving chil-
dren need to receive information
appropriate for their age level, and
they need to be prepared for what
they will see and hear, she said.
“When kids don’t know, they spec-
ulate. And what they speculate is
always worse than reality.”

Include the kids
Children should be included in the
caregiving directed toward a grieving
family, and they should be included
in family rituals related to death and
grief, Harris advised. “Children need
a cultural context in which to grieve.”
Children, she noted, are more
perceptive about what’s going on
around them than most adults real-
ize. She cited another observation
by her daughter, who examined the
church prayer list and asked: “How
come the only way people get off
the list is by dying?”

Expect emotion;

don’t use trite phrases
Parents and other adult caregivers

should understand that children may
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Children often become the
“forgotten mourners” at the time
of a death. They are expected to
play and go to school while the

adults grieve. Yet children

need to be allowed to
grieve themselves.

grieve in bursts of emotion, events
she compared to sudden cloudbursts
of rain followed by sunny skies. This
is normal behavior for children, she
reported.

However, children may need
special attention from adult family
members and friends because they
will not find a natural connection
and support for grieving among
their peers, Harris said.

She also warned against trite
phrases that easily confuse children;
phrases like “asleep in Jesus,” “God
took her,” and “God needed an an-
gel.”

Grief is a journey

Among both children and adults,
grief is a journey rather than a de-
fined task, Harris said. Grief is like

a hand held in front of the face and
then slowly moved away. At first, all
the person sees is the hand. But as
the hand moves away, other things
begin to come into focus. The hand,

formula, Harris warned. People will
experience the stages of grief differ-
ently.

She urged taking into account the
age of the bereaved, the person’s
relationship with the deceased, the
circumstances of the loss, the degree
of change experienced in day-to-day
affairs, the type of support available,
and how the grieving person has
handled crisis in the past.

Grief takes time
and hard work

Grief, she said, takes time—not
just six weeks or six months or even
a year. “Uncomplicated mourning”
may last two to three years, she ex-
plained, and “complicated mourning”
may span up to seven years. “Grief
continues for a lifetime through ma-
jor life milestones.”

Grief, Harris said, is hard work.
But it’s also necessary in order to
achieve a healthy perspective again,
she added, comparing grief to the
lifesaving but sometimes painful
impact of an automobile airbag in
a crash.

“Experiencing the pain will make
you feel worse for a time. But you've
got to go through the pain. There’s
no way over, under, or around it.”

Churches face many options
for ministering to grieving people,

Those who seek to comfort the bereaved
should not attempt to apply stages
of grief like an algebra formula.
People will experience the stages
of grief differently.

or grief, still is visible, but it loses
dominance over time.

Those who seek to comfort the
bereaved should not attempt to
apply stages of grief like an algebra

Harris concluded. “What’s not an
option is to ignore this. When it’s
not happening, people are sitting
on pews grieving. Maybe they're
leaving the pews.” S

June 2003 11




Slow down and

by Sidney Draayer

smell the dandelions

Our son, Ken, and his wife,
Sherrie, and Alex, 2 -1/2, came for
a visit one summer evening a few
years ago. We did the usual—talked,
had some cold drinks, and watched
Alex play with his toys. When he be-
came restless, [ offered to take him
for a walk. Little did I know what
I was to learn.

In front of the neighbor’s house,

I looked back to see Alex on all
fours on the sidewalk. I joined him
as we watched with fascination
some industrious ants scurrying

in and out of their little hole in the
crack of the sidewalk, carrying bun-
dles completely out of proportion
to their bodies.

We moved on. A few doors down,
Teddy, a golden retriever, got our at-
tention. We inched up the driveway,
making sure Teddy was tied up. We
talked some dog language, and Alex
patted him a few times. Teddy loved
the attention, and he and Alex were
reluctant to separate.

As we walked, Alex said, “Listen.”
I heard nothing. Then, sure enough,
a plane appeared on the horizon. We
watched the magnificent, mechanical
bird gracefully glide over our heads
and then disappear, leaving only a
thin wisp of vapor.

A few houses down, some squir-
rels played tag (or whatever squirrels
play) on a telephone wire. I stooped
next to Alex as we watched the furry
rodents scamper to and fro with evi-

I simply hadn’t taken the time to
notice.

God continually surrounds us
with His gifts—nature, relationships,
books, animals, and many more— “al/
Jor our erjoyment”(1 Timothy 6:17).
The danger is that our busy schedules
and fast-paced living can keep us
from enjoying what lies within our

dently no fear of falling off their pre-
cartous perch.

Around a corner, we came upon
an oscillating sprinkler distributing
welcome drops of water to a parched
lawn. With perfect timing, we dashed
past it without getting wet. But wait!
That’s not what sprinklers are for.
So, it was back and forth a couple

@ I looked back to see
Alex on all fours on the sidewalk.
I joined him as we watched with
fascination some industrious ants scurrying
in and out of their little hole in the crack of the
sidewalk, carrying bundles completely
out of proportion to their bodies.

N

reach. An old song reminds us that

“the best things in life are free.”
Take time to enjoy God’s world.

Nothing is more delightful. S

of times. We laughed as the cool
water splashed our faces and damp-
ened our clothes.

We completed the walk as Alex
filled his fat fist full of dandelions,
which he carried home as a loving
bougquet to his mother.

Wow! A five-minute adult walk
had turned into a 45-minute peek
into the wonders of God’s creation.
In leisurely fashion, I had experi-
enced God’s world through the eyes
of a child. Alex helped me to see
things that were there all the time;

Dr. Sidney Draayer is director of
Paraklesis Ministries, an evangelical
agency of clergy encouragement. A
paraclete is an advocate and inter-
cessor, and the Greek term for Ho-
ly Spirit. You may e-mail Sid at
parakles@iserv.net.
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No—we’re not there yet

by Justin Camenga

Those traveling to Conference
from the East Coast or Midwest
have a wonderful choice this year.

It is possible to avoid the cramped
confines of an airplane seat and
use surface transportation.

The buffalo still roam, but they
are difficult to see from 36,000
feet. Yellowstone Park, the Grand
Canyon, the Badlands, the Rockies,
Crystal Cave, Mount Rushmore,
Route 66, Pioneer Village, and Wall
Drug each have an ambiance impos-
sible to appreciate at 550 mph.

Interstate 80 offers more fre-
quent diversions for young passen-
gers, but I-90 has glorious scenery
uncluttered by billboards. Rail trans-
port runs through unspoiled wilder-
ness that can be appreciated without
the tension of traffic, road repairs,
and detours. There’s Greyhound bus,
too, with its interesting passengers
and backyard approach to America.

For those with time constraints,

Lodging info

For more complete details,
see the March SR, p. 12

*Newberg Travelodge Motel
(866) 537-3777

*Newberg Best Western Motel
(503) 537-3000

sNewberg Shilo Inn
(503) 537-0303

*Portland-Dayton RV Park
(503) 864-2233

On-campus Housing
Forms in the May SR
Call Dave and Doreen Davis
(425) 255-3999
dave @davispiano.com

all is not lost. The West Coast
(and especially Oregon) is pack-
ed with wonderful scenery.
From George Fox Univer-
sity (GFU), Lincoln City
on the Oregon Coast is

a relaxing 90 minutes by
car. Bicycles and “sand
buggies” are usually avail-
able for rent.

In the same amount of
time, Multnomah Falls in the Colum-
bia River Gorge offers remarkable
hiking, photography, and dining.
Another half-hour drive east along
the Columbia River from Multnomah
Falls, the Bonneville Locks and Hy-
droelectric Dam offer opportunity
to tour the facility, including the fish
ladder, power plant, and locks. On
the way there, you can stop at a state
fish hatchery (no fishing).

Fifteen minutes from GFU, the
Evergreen Aircraft Museum hous-
es Howard Hughes’ Spruce Goose
plane, and actual aircraft from both
world wars.

In the same amount of travel time,
“antique addicts” will find the 1910
LaFayette Schoolhouse and adjoin-
ing buildings occupied by over 100
dealers. (Please contribute to the de-
nominational budget before visiting!)

In another direction, the Heirloom
Rose Gardens offer exhibits, books,
plants, and advice. The Enchanted
Forest (great for children, two-hour
minimun stay recommended; www.
enchantedforest.com) is just 40 mil-
es south on Interstate 5, Exit 248.

For those who enjoy hiking, Ore-
gon’s largest state park, Silver Falls
(with 10 waterfalls), is near the town
of Silverton.

Time and space don'’t allow for
detailed descriptions of the Portland
Zoo, Arboretum, Rose Gardens (in-

cluding the International Rose Test
Garden), World Forestry Center, jet
boat excursions on the Willamette
River, Japanese Garden, Chinese
Garden, Oregon Museum of Science
and Industry (OMSI), Children’s
Museum, and riverboat tours.

Outside Portland, there’s a rail-
road tour from Hood River to Park-
dale, Wildlife Safari, Timberline
Lodge on Mount Hood with its mile-
high Palmer chair lift, or the High
Desert Museum. Those coming or
going through the southern part
of Oregon could visit Crater Lake,
go white water rafting on the Rogue
River, see the Oregon Caves Nation-
al Monument, or a Shakespearean
play in Ashland.

For more Oregon visitor informa-
tion, check www.traveloregon.com
or VisitTheOregonCoast.com.

Don't forget Washington state,
with Mount St. Helens (www.mount
sthelens-awesome.com) and other
fascinating places. Those on the Web
should explore Google, or contact
your local AAA office.

Planners will find that there is
still time to order materials from
individual tourist sites. Conference
goers who are more spontancous will
want to peruse the information Sue
Camenga has collected for the Host
Committee Exhibit Table. S
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One of the by-products of histori-
cal research is the unexpected hid-
den “pearl” found while exploring
an entirely different area.

Such was the case a few months
ago when an inquiry came from
someone researching the life of Dr.
Xenia Bond of Salem, W.Va. I was
asked if there was an active SDB
church in Chicago, I11., and if there
was any particular reason why Dr.
Bond had traveled to Chicago for
her medical training.

I'surmised that during Xenia’s
time in Chicago, there were two out-
standing members of the Chicago
church who might have encouraged
her: Dr. George W. Post, a practicing
physician in the “Windy City” who
taught at the Illinois State Medical
College, and Ira J. Ordway, a suc-
cessful businessman.

The Sabbath Recorder report-
ed that, “No inn in Chicago was so
famous in the eyes of Seventh Day
Baptists as the Ordway’s house, and
the services which inns furnish for
money were given in this house for
love. Friends reported to him as a
matter of course, and of strangers,
he quickly made friends.™

With this as a possible clue, I
turned to the records of the Chicago
church to see if I could locate Xenia
Bond’s name. There were no indica-
tions that she had ever been a mem-
ber. However, in reading the minut-
es of the January 13, 1900, meeting,
a completely different item caught
my attention:

Voted that we license Mrs.
M.G. Townsend to preach the
gospel and to perform such oth-
er work as may fall to her as an

evangelist and servant of Jesus
Christ.

I was aware of Malvina Town-
send’s name from my study of the
SDB churches in Ohio. She was con-
nected with the church at Holgate,
Ohio, and was involved in the evan-
gelistic quartets of the time. Sev-
enth Day Baptists in Europe and
America, Vol. /1T listed her among
the biographical sketches.

She was born in 1843, educated
at Normal Bible School in Ohio, and
graduated from Oberlin (Ohio) Col-
lege. She was active in the Baptist
and Methodist churches, was a gos-
pel and temperance crusader, and
served as an officer in the Women’s

SDB Evangelist Malvina Townsend

“Mrs. Townsend is one
of the most successful
gospel temperance
workers in the state,
always showing such
an earnest Christian
spirit in all her work.”
—The Toledo Blade

Pearls from the Past by Don A. Sanford, historian

An overlooked evangelist

Christian Temperance Union
(W.CT.U.).

Malvina accepted the Sabbath
through the witness of the Milton
(Wis.) College evangelistic quartet.
She joined the Chicago church in
1899 and was licensed to preach
by both the Chicago and the Milton
churches. She also did evangelistic
work for the SDB Missionary Soci-
ety.?

The preamble and resolution of
the Chicago SDB Church gave me a
better understanding of her life and
calling: “She became identified with
temperance work at the age of 13. At
age 15, she was arrested with fifteen
others for helping demolish a bar-
room in a tavern which was making
a great deal of trouble in her home-
town.

“During the Civil War, her heart
was enthused with the idea of the
brotherhood of all man. She early
had learned to look with sympathy
upon the black man, her home being
the last station in the underground
railroad before reaching Oberlin
where the runaway slaves would be
carried by her grandfather under
cover of the night.”

In 1869, she married Dr. John
Townsend of Edgerton, Wis. At the
time of the women’s movement, she
was first vice-president of the Wom-
en’s Temperance Crusade and quick-
ly rose in office in the W.C.T.U. A
newspaper, 7%e Toledo Blade, re-
ported:

“Mrs. Townsend is one of the
most successful gospel temper-
ance workers in the state, always
showing such an earnest Chris-
tian spirit in all her work that her
words seldom fail to find an abid-
ing home in the hearts of some of
her hearers.”

Although her temperance endeav-
ors were more noted, she was licens-
ed to preach and called into mission

cont. on page 26
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A look at where we have been
from the pages of The Sabbath Recorder

One year ago—June 2002

Beacon editor Eowyn Driscoll coordinates a special
youth issue on “Today’s Choices.” Articles come from
Emily Kandel and Aaron Smith. Aubrey Appel gives
advice from a college freshman. Eowyn interviews her
mother, Elizabeth Bowen Driscoll, about boundaries
and consequences.

Churches featured on “Focus” page: Tulsa, Okla.,
and Pontotoc, Miss.

The Shiloh, N.J., church breaks ground for a new par-
sonage; Little Genesee, N.Y., church prepares for their
175th anniversary celebration.

“Reconciling Broken Relationships”: Loy Steir shares
the blessings of the latest ladies’ retreat of the Spring-
field, Mass., and New York City churches.

Five years ago—June 1998

Cover asks, “In Debt?” Then answers with the theme,
“Get out of debt by following Godly Financial Principles.”
SDBs Doreen Davis and Scott Hausrath share about their
financial challenges and present biblical solutions.

Mary Shepard presents four steps in dealing with
finances in a godly way: Tithe, Train your Children, Be
Debt Free, and Honor your Parents.

The Berlin, N.Y., church sponsors a sexual abstinence
program including promises and commissioning of young
people, parents, and church.

Other local church news items come from Miami, Fla.,
and Shiloh, N.J.

Rodney Henry named interim Executive Secretary in
addition to Director of Pastoral Services position.

10 years ago—dJune 1993

Regular publication is pre-empted by special issue,
“Seventh Day Baptists.” This full-color overview, first
done in 1984 by editor Scott Smith for the 140th anniver-
sary of the SR, is updated and reissued as a follow-up
piece to send to those responding to the denominational
documentary film, “A Choosing People—The Seventh
Day Baptist Story.”

25 years ago—June 1978
Pastor Kenneth Burdick prepares the special “Sabbath
Album” theme section. Writers include Ruth Burdick,

Tom Merchant, Barbara Green, and George Bottoms.

Following a series looking at SDB camps, the “SAJO
Camp” (camp for Sabbathkeeping young people) in the
Dutch Conference is highlighted.

In April, the Christ SDB Church of Little Rock, Ark.,
organizes with 15 charter members; Pastor Ken and Ruth
Burdick officially assume pastorate of the North Jersey
church; Rev. John Schmid marks 35th anniversary as
pastor of the German-speaking SDB congregation in
Irvington, N.J.

Rev. Marion Van Horn, Daytona Beach, Fla., an-
nounces his retirement, effective in October; Edward
Sutton named assistant pastor at Salem, W.Va., work-
ing with Pastor Paul Green.

50 years ago—June 1953

Newly-ordained and appointed missionaries Rev. and
Mrs. O.B. Bond set sail for Jamaica on June 5.

A. Burdet Crofoot began his duties in the new office
of Executive Secretary on May 1. His first task is to spear-
head a campaign to raise the denominational budget.

Pastor Joseph Alexander Tyrrell ordained in British
Guiana.

Seminary degrees conferred upon David Williams,
Duane Davis, and Oscar Burdick.

Central Association hosted in Adams Center, N.Y.;
Eastern Association held in Westerly, R.IL

Historical sketches feature the Salemville, Pa., and
White Cloud, Mich., churches.

...where are we headed?

Pray for—
«our youth camps and Pre-Cons
«all to follow godly financial principles
«the ministry of the Sabbath Recorder
+SCSC training and projects
sour SDB Conference in the Netherlands
+Executive Secretary Dr. Pete May
»us to lift up the Lord and His Sabbath
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by Andrew J. Camenga

EducatingChristians.org

If you have not seen the Board of
Christian Education website recently,
I encourage you to visit it. Over the
last year, we have added consider-
able information, tried to improve
the aesthetics of the site, and worked
to make navigation easier. Here are
some of the things that you can find
on the site (http://www.educating
christians.org)—

Daily Bible Meditations
Each day, the Daily Bible Medita-
tion page is updated. It contains that
day’s Scripture reading, a link to the
complete passage, and a brief para-
graph or two to help you meditate on
the text. From this page you can find
a limited number of past and future
Daily Bible Meditations. For those
of you who would like a little assis-
tance in reading ahead for your
Sabbath School lessons, the Daily
Bible Meditations are based on
Scriptures that are part of the
study portion of the text for
next Sabbath’s Hejping
Handlesson,

Nurture Series

Sample material from the
Nurture Series is available on
the website. The preliminary
pages and first lesson from all
of the Sabbath series can be seen
now. Material from the Missions
and Ministry series should be
added soon.

Publications Information
Information about the books,
brochures, and lesson materials

the Board has had printed is avail-
able on-line. Also available is a print-
able order form that you can use to
order material by phone, fax, or mail.

Scripture Memory Verses

Have you lost the Scripture
Memory brochure that contains this
year’s verses? Do you want to check
your recollection of verses from pre-

Over the last
year, we have
added considerable
information, tried to
improve the aesthetics
of the site, and worked
to make naviga-
tion easier.

vious years? Would you like to see
which church has won the Mary G.
Clare Scripture Memorization Bowl
over the years? Do you know what
the Scripture Memory Church Honor
Roll is? Would you like your church
to be listed? Answers to these and
other questions about this pro-

gram are available on the site.

Pre-Con Information

In season, you can find informa-
tion about the Youth and Young
Adult Pre-Cons. If you can’t find
the May Sabbath Recorder and
need a Pre-Con registration form,
you can print out a copy from the
website. We also try to have infor-
mation about directors, themes,
dates, and locations.

Collaborative Sections
While still in the
experimental stages,
the Board is working
to add a collaborative
section to the website.
The hope for this section
is that it will become a re-
source for things like references
to good Young Adult Bible study
materials, and a place to look for
and share ideas about activities
and games that are good for
Christian camping.

We invite you to visit the site
and to keep it in mind as a source
of information about the Board
of Christian Education’s purpose,
programs, publications, and
workshops. S
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Nestled among the African nations
of Burundji, Tanzania, Uganda, and
the Congo, Rwanda is affected by its
neighbors’ activities, both physical
and political.

In the social arena, the continuing
battles between the Hutus and Tutsis
spill over the Uganda and Burundi
borders, prolonging the unrest in
Rwanda. The volcanic activities in
the Congo disrupt the housing and
crops of Rwanda as well, filtering
into that country’s financial and
social structure. It is a continuous
battle to keep Rwanda in equilib-
rium.

These disruptions aiso carry over
into their SDB churches. Some are
trying to get started, while others
are striving to develop into a work-
ing unit in God’s kingdom.

It took two years to come up with
enough funds to purchase land and
build meeting houses. Members of
the General Conference of the USA
and Canada sent a large sum of
money to help our brothers and sis-
ters in their development and build-
ing processes.

Last year, one volcano in the Con-
go disrupted this church-building
movement. The upheaval sent seis-
mic waves into Rwanda, toppling
several of the buildings recently com-
pleted. Again, a call went out to help
the churches that needed rebuilding.
Once the funds arrived, we immedi-
ately forwarded them to Rwanda.

Evangelist Amon (standing on
the left in the Shyira church photo)
travels 20 km from his house to help
these people. He needs support as he
is a full-time evangelist and does not
have a “regular” job. In fact, many of

Funds from the U.S. bought this

building for the Shyira SDB Church.

The structure had to be converted into a hall
large enough to accommodate church members. §

on Missions
o g

Disruptions

in Rwanda

the men in Rwanda have no means
of support. What an evangelist or
pastor does receive comes from the
church families. And often, that is
very little.

The accompanying photographs
show only three of the Rwandan
churches that were helped through
individual or church giving in the
United States and Canada. More
churches are being planted in
Rwanda, and the need for funds
grows with them.

We praise God for leaders such
as Pastor Elie Nduwayesu. They are
dedicated and ask for very little for

by Kirk Looper

themselves, Much of what they earn
goes into the new church buildings
and their congregations. The cadre
of evangelists and pastors who are
part of the work in Rwanda are in
the same situation. I have seen many
give their own food and money to
someone in their congregation be-
cause of an illness or a dire need for
nutrition. I pray that funds will con-
tinue to be available to help them in
their work. S,

The Nkuli SDB Church, a group i :

of 50 members, praises God for the §
$620 they received to help buy land €
and prouvide a rooffor their building. 8

The new Kanama |
SDB Churchstill |~
needs doors and

windows, but

its members are
happy to have

a proper shelter.

Metal sheets cur- |:

rently protect the
JSurniture inside

the building.
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Produced by the Youth Committee of the Board of Christian Education
For and by members of the SDB Youth Fellowship
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This whole last year has seen me
getting ready for college in the fall,
and trying to find the school which
would be best suited to me. In the
end, I applied to two: Houghton
College, a Christian school in ru-
ral southwestern New York state;
and Southampton College, which
is a secular school in the Hamp-
tons, on Long Island, N.Y.

Both schools have their merits,
especially in specific majors. Hough-
ton is a great school for music, with
its conservatory growing and becom-
ing more well known every year. It is
also a great school for Pre-Seminary
and Pre-Med. Southampton is known
for its fine arts and Marine Biology
programs, but also has a phenome-
nal English program where many
of the faculty members are publish-
ed authors from the community.

While making my decision, I was
faced with the inevitable question
from my friends, “Why would you
want to go to a Christian school?”
And the people at the first-day
church near where I live said, “You
shouldn’t go to a secular school.”
What's a girl to do?

I knew that if I were to go to
Houghton, it would be with the

intent of studying music. And if
I went to Southampton, it would
be to study English and put music
off until graduate school.

To Christian school,
or hot to Christian school?

by Eowyn Driscoll

In the end, I chose Southampton,
not because I wanted to get away
from my walk with Christ—as one
person assumed after I announced
my decision—but because I believe
that if I make Christian friends, I will
be more able to function as a Chris-
tian in society. If all I am ever ex-
pused to are believers, what will
I do when I meet a nonbeliever?
Run away and cry?

As Christians, we are called to
witness to others, But how am I sup-
posed to do that if everyone I am al-

Think

about all

of the merits

of the school

as well as your
walk with Christ
when you make
your decision.

ways with is a Christian? It is too
easy not to be a witness when you
have no one in your immediate vicin-
ity to witness to. However, if you are
constantly faced with the choice of
acting like a Christian or denying
your faith, you are continually re-
newing and strengthening your
resolve to be a Christian and be-
have in a Christ-like manner.

And what’s the moral of my story?
When you choose a school, don’t
discredit either Christian or secular
schools immediately. Look into what
programs they offer and how you can
build your faith by joining organiza-
tions like Campus Crusade for Christ
or a Bible study group. Think about
all of the merits of the school as well
as your walk with Christ when you
make your decision. R
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R@ﬂ@@@ﬁ@m@ by Leanne Lippincott

“Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror;
then we shall see face to face.”—1 Cor. 13:12

Next month, my high school
graduating class will hold its 4oth
reunion. I keep wondering how
that can be since I'm only 29.

I graduated from Milton (Wis.)
Union High School in 1963. People
tease me when they learn we had
only 64 graduates, but I always
thought that was “neat.” You got
to know everyone in class.

Many of my classmates went
all the way back to grade school—

a rarity in today’s mobile society.
Alan Crouch and I started out in
kindergarten, went through Milton
Union together, and ended up fellow
students at Milten College. Al was
an excellent athlete, an exceptional
student, and an all-around nice guy.
I wasn’t a Seventh Day Baptist then,
but I knew that Al was.

Whenever sports or anything else
interfered with Al's Sabbath obser-
vance, the Sabbath eventually won
out. He played high school football,
and lettered in both baseball and
basketball. I remember that he was
a good basketball player who gave up
Friday night games. “He never found
out how good he could have been,”
Al’s dad, Herb, once remarked.

An article in the November 4,
1963, Sabbath Recorder confirmed
my observations about my childhood
friend:

“Scholar, sportsman, leader
among his classmates, dedicat-
ed Christian—these adjectives
describe Alan Crouch of Milton,

Al is A-1 with me

Wisconsin, who Is this week's
Outstanding Teenager. His
well-rounded life is an exam-

Dple to other young people in

his community.”

The article went on to name some
of Al’s achievements, including high
school co-valedictorian, Student
Council vice-president, and presi-
dent of our senior class. He spent
four years with me in the high school

Al and | started out in
kindergarten, went
through Milton Union
together, and ended up
fellow students at
Milton College.

choir, and both of us were charter
members of a select, 22-voice chorus
called “The Keynotes.”

After graduating from Milton Col-
lege, Al and I parted ways. I stayed in
the area and worked as a newspaper
reporter prior to marrying and mov-
ing to Minnesota. Al continued his
studies, attending Crozer Theologi-
cal Seminary in Chester, Pa., for two
years before graduating from New
Brunswick (N.J.) Theological Semi-

nary with a Divinity degree. He was a
student pastor at the Plainfield, N.J.,
SDB Church and later accepted a call
to the DeRuyter, N.Y., SDB Church.

Today, we still lead separate lives,
I'm in my 21st year at the SDB Center
here in Janesville (I assume the staff
will simply bronze me some day and
prop me in a corner), and Al is in
Florida. He taught at the State Re-
habilitation Center for the Visually
Handicapped in Daytona Beach for
13 years before being promoted to
a Rehab Specialist.

In many ways, Al and I are a study
in contrasts: I've been widowed for
20 years; Al and his wife, the former
Janette Lee Heinig, will mark 35
years of marriage this August. Al
was raised an SDB,; I didn’t become
one until later in life. Al played foot-
ball as a youngster; I was relegated
to the sidelines.

In spite of distance and differ-
ences, Al and I remain friends and
fellow members of the “SDB fam-
ily.” We exchange cards and letters
at Christmas, and Al is better than
I am at sending an occasional note—
usually in response to something I
wrote in my Milton Courier column.

Proverbs 17:17 tells us, “A friend
loves at all times.” I think that's true,
though most of us could verbalize—
and show—that sentiment much
more than we do.

Al has eyesight problems, and
“Gee” has some major health strug-
gles of her own. But Al is Al, which
means he remains optimistic. His
note for the reunion booklet con-
cluded, “God is good.”

It’s great to have friends who
make an effort to stay in touch.
Thanks, Al for being my friend. Sp
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“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus...”
—Colossians 3.:17

The Conference theme “I am in Christ” means that the Lord expects us to be His ambassadors here on earth.
Recent events in the Shiloh, N.J., church serve as examples of living in Christ.—President George Cruzan

The Whirlybirds, a Friday night youth group (pictured left),
made a lap quilt for my mother, Helen Cruzan. She was in re-
hab after fracturing a bone in her hip.

The Whirlybirds were studying the parables of Jesus. The
first parable was about the rich farmer who built bigger barns
to hold all his riches and then died in the night. They began the
quilt project of sharing their riches by making fabric squares
and putting them into blocks. They found creativity, time, and
fabric in abundance to share with someone else.

The next parable was the rich young man who asked Je-
sus what he must do to be saved. Jesus told him he had to
give up what he had and follow Him, and the man went away
sad for he had great riches. Jesus said it was easier for a camel
to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to get in-
to heaven. They began to tie the quilt together with needles,
learning what it means to go through the eye of a needle.

The last story was about the vineyard keeper who paid his
workers the same whether they came early or late. When the
quilt was finished, a picture was taken of all of the Whirly-
birds who worked on jt. Some worked only one week, while
others worked all three weeks—but they all got credit for

doing it. §

LEARNING TO SHARE THEIR RICHES!

[RRANCE OF ME
102 ROSES FOR 102 YEARS
Lora Harris celebrated her 102nd birthday on March 14 and

was presented with a red rose for each year. True to her
spirit of caring and sharing, she gave everyone there a rose!

o,

NEW DEACONS
Pastor Don Chroniger reads to Sandy Layton, Elizabeth
Bidwell, Bill Probascc, and Ron Campbell as they begin a
new phase of living in Christ as members of the diaconate.
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PASTORS:
Leroy C. Bass C. Rex Burdick David S. Clarke

John A. Conrod

Leland E. Davis  Elmo Fitz Randolph ~ Ralph L. Hays Sr.

Melvin G. Nida  David C. Pearson  Donald E. Richards 7
Don A. Sanford  Victor W. Skaggs  Trevah R. Sutton ’ g
Kenneth B. Van Horn  Edgar E Wheeler

Mabel Cruzan

Ida Babcock

Margaret S. Bond
Ethel D. Dickinson Clarke Esther Lewis

Beatrice D. Hibbard
Lila S. Saunders

Jean D. McAllister
Janette Rogers

Rowena R. Van Horn

Ethel M. Wheeler

Jaunita Zwiebel

Please send your check to: PROP
Seventh Day Baptist Center, PO. Box 1678, Janesville, WI 53547-1678
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Osborns minister in Morocco

by Jayme Osborn

Morocco

In the northwestern corner of the
African continent lies a small country
approximately the size of California.
Morocco is only eight miles from
the southernmost tip of Spain,
right across the Strait of Gibraltar,

Once part of the Phoenician,
Carthaginian, Roman, Vandal, and
Byzantine Empires—and at one time
home to the pirates of the Barbary
Coast—Morocco has played its part
in history. This fascinating country
is made up of steep Mediterranean
cliffs, a long stretch of Atlantic coast-
line, three major mountain ranges,
and part of the Sahara Desert.

The people are equally as varied
and fascinating as the land. They
are the descendants of the original
inhabitants of Northern Africa, the
Berbers, also known as the Moors.
The Romans called them the Bar-
barians or the Mauries because
they lived in an area once known
as Mauritania,

They are a proud, fierce people
who have fought to remain indepen-
dent and true to their own culture.
Made up of many tribes, they speak
several different dialects and have
distinct apparels. In the 7th century,
Morocco was invaded by the Arabs
and Islam. All those who were
Christians or Jews were forced to
confess Mohammed or die, and

many shed their blood as a result,

My husband, Tim, and I and our
five children just returned from a
month-long trip to Morocco. We vis-
ited the cities of Rabat, Casablanca,
Meknes, Fez, Azrou, and Ain Leuh.
Most of our time was spent volun-
teering at an orphanage outside
of Ain Leuh. Traveling by plane to
Spain, we took a ferry across the
Strait of Gibraltar and then rode
atrain or taxi to the different cities
where we did a lot of walking,

The people we met were friendly,
kind, and welcoming. Traveling with
an infant was difficult at times, but

it opened many doors to relate to the

Moroccans. In their culture, people
are very family oriented.

The countryside was awash with
orange and purple wildflowers, and
fields of yellow daisies. There were

olive groves and grain fields all along

the highways and train tracks. Stun-
ning mountain views of green coun-
tryside dotted by small flocks of

sheep and donkeys were everywhere.

In Morocco, the old mixes with
the new. The older parts of each city,
called the “medina,” have been pre-
served, thanks to the French. During
their occupation, they protected the
original walls
and buildings
of the cities
and erected
newer struc-
tures some
distance from
the medinas.

Brand new
cars travel
on the roads
alongside
donkey catts,
People wear-
ing Western
clothes min-
gle with those

N

The Tim and Jayme Osborn family.

wearing jellabas, the common robe-
type overdress worn by both men and
women. There are supermarkets and
the more common “souk” or out-
door market.

We really enjoyed our time in Mo-
rocco and hope to return. Through
the experience, God taught us more
about ourselves and more about
Himself.

When we were leaving Tangier,
I'wondered why God had chosen me
to go overseas. I had felt inadequate
to cope with the many changes re-
quired to do mission work. God an-
swered my question:

“[God] who has saved us, and
called us with a holy calling, not ac-
cording to our works, but according
to His own purpose and grace which
was granted us in Christ Jesus from
all eternity” (2 Timothy 1:9). This
Bible verse has really ministered to
my heart since I arrived home.

It’s not about my adequacy or in-
adequacy, but has everything to do
with Him and His grace, and who
He is. I'm so glad that He’s God! R

From the Dodyge Center, Minn.,
SDB Church’s Joyful Newsletter,
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Directors and members of the Sev-
enth Day Baptist Historical Society
gathered for their annual meeting at
the SDB Center in Janesville, Wis.,
on April 27, 2003.

Reports from Historian Don
Sanford and Treasurer Paul Green
were read and accepted. Discus-
sion included the computerization
of the historical files at the Center,
the Society’s assistance in research-
ing the history of SDBs in Brazil
and Central Africa, and the extensive
work of Oscar Burdick documenting
our roots in England. Oscar’s schol-
arly book is slated to be published
by an academic press.

Former Historian Thomas
Merchant, president of the Society
since 1999, decided not to run for
re-election. Janet Thorngate was
elected as the new president; Norma

Rudert was elected secretary. Mem-
bers voted in the Rev. Christian

Historical Society airectors (left to right): Ruth Burdick, Don Sanford, Janet
Thorngate, Paul Green, Norma Rudert, Chris Mattison, and Tom Merchant.

Mattison of North Loup, Neb., as
a new director.

A special service commemorated
the work of former Historical Society

workers Evalois St. John and Al
Rogers. Photographic portraits of
the two (in background above) were
unveiled during the ceremony. S,

Lawion simply outstanding

Nathanael Lawton, son of the
Rev. Gordon and Linda Lawton of
Little Genesee, N.Y., was elected by
the faculty as the 2003 Outstanding
Senior at the School of Ceramic En-
gineering and Materials Science at
Alfred (N.Y.) University. The school
is a division of the New York State
College of Ceramics, a statutory unit
of the SUNY system.

In addition to this honor,
Nathanael was one of four stu-
dents at Alfred to receive the New
York State Chancellor’s Award for
Academic Excellence. He was also
named Alfred University’s Out-
standing Senior Male by the AU
Alumni Council and selected to
speak at the school’s commence-
ment services on May 17.

All of these accomplishments
follow a serious car accident in the
winter of 2001. After a hospital stay,

Nathanael Lawton presented a semi-
nar on “Young Adults in a University
Setting” at the SDB World Federation
sessions i Brazil in February.

Lawton caught up with school work
in the next few months, but admits
that it took about a year for him to
feel “back to normal.”

Earlier this year, he missed more
than a month of school while travel-
ing to Australia (helping to set up a
Summer Christian Service Corps pro-
gram) and Brazil (serving as a U.S.
delegate to the SDB World Federa-
tion meetings). He still managed to
earn a 3.95 GPA and was a National
Merit Scholar,

While at Alfred, Nathanacl was a
tutor, mentor, and teaching assistant,
a Writing Center tutor, member of
the Student Senate, and a member
of the Science Fiction Club. He also
participated in cross-country, in-
door and outdoor track, the AU Folk
Dance group, and the AU Chamber
Singers.

Nathanael served with SCSC
for three summers and has been
an assistant parliamentarian at
General Conference. Congratula-
tions, Nathanael! S,
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General Conference is August 3-9
at George Fox University, Newberg, Ore.

Transportation pick-up service for Conference begins at 6:00 a.m. on
Sunday, August 3. If arriving earlier, there are local motels available for
individuals to arrange until the 6:00 a.m. time.

Transportation will be arranged to George Fox University from:

+The Portland, Ore., International Airport
The Portland Amtrak Station
sThe Portland Greyhound Station

There is no Greyhound service into Newberg on Sunday or Wednesday.
Bus service is available all other days, if needed.

There will be an SDB contact person in the airport baggage area through-
out the day on Sunday. When you arrive, see this person for travel arrange-
ments.

Please contact Ruth Burdick by e-mail (ruthburd@yahoo.com) or phone
her at (253) 333-1195 to verify transportation plans 70z on the registration
form. Forms are in the May SR.

350,004 Current Giving Budget for 2003
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Calvin P Babcock, Treasurer

Schawang.—A son, Zane Thomas
Schawang, was born to Jeff and
Audra (Williams) Schawang of
Lincoln, NE, on March 30, 2003.

Marriages ]

Bloom - Placke.—Paul “Ed” Bloom
and Neoma Placke were united in
marriage on March 16, 2003, at
the North Loup, NE, Seventh Day
Baptist Church, with Pastor Chris-
tian Mattison officiating,

Cushman - Matteson.—Paul
Cushman, 84, our church organ-
ist, and Marguerite Matteson, our
Sabbath School superintendent,
were united in marriage on April
27, 2003, in Bradenton Beach,
FL, with Pastor S. Kenneth Davis
officiating.

New members 1

New York City, NY

Joined after baptism
Roderick Afflick
Reine Afflick
Samuel Bonnet
Theresa Cole
Lorna Coleman
Lucy Glenn
Robert Hall
Lloyd Hawthorne
Knoxie May
Maria Philly
Marcy Roy
Violet Scott
Shannon Simpson
Margaret Taylor
Tamiko Watkins

‘Obituaries

Lewis.—Helen (Martin) Lewis,
88, of Florissant, Mo., formerly
of Carrier Mills, 1ll., died on Feb-
ruary 1, 2003, at NHC Healthcare
Center in Marilyn Heights, Mo.
She was born in Carrier Mills

on March 1, 1914, the daughter of

James and Ethel (Lebo) Martin. In

1937, she married Leland Lewis, who

was a lifelong Seventh Day Baptist

and a deacon in the Stonefort, I11.,

SDB Church. He died on September

13, 1999.

Helen was the retired owner of the

Lewis Delicatessen in St. Louis, Mo.
Survivors include two daughters,

Carole Kramer of Oakville, Mo., and

Patricia Rowberry of Florissant; one

son, Leland Lewis Jr. of West Coun-

ty, Mo; 11 grandchildren, and six
great-grandchildren. In addition to
her husband, she was preceded in
death by four brothers and three
sisters.

A memorial service was held

on April 17, 2003, in the Stonefort

SDB Church, with Rev. Jon F. War-

ren officiating. Interment was at the

Salem Cemetery in Carrier Mills.

Samuels.—Eunice Sarah-Ann
Jestina (Haughton) Samuels, 71,
of Philadelphia, Pa., died on Feb-
ruary 20, 2003, at Ambler (Pa.)
Rest Center.

She was born on April 6, 1931, in
the parish of Hanover on the island
of Jamaica, West Indies, the daugh-

ter of Thomas and Miriam Haughton.

She attended Cacoon Castle School
before moving to Kingston, Jamaica,
where she pursued a nursing career.

On September 27, 1961, she mar-
ried Benjamin Samuels, and together
they raised seven children.

After receiving Jesus Christ as her
personal Savior, she was baptized in
1966 and became an active member
of the Mountain View Seventh Day
Baptist Church. In 1983, Eunice mi-
grated to Philadelphia and became
involved in the Hope SDB Church,

where she was ordained a deaconess
in 1985.

She continued her nursing career
and worked at several nursing homes
in the Philadelphia area. Due to de-
clining health, she retired in 1995
and was confined to a nursing home
herself, battling physical illnesses
until the Lord called her home.

In addition to her husband,
Benjamin, survivors include three
sons, Hugh of Upper Marlboro, Md.,
Patrick of Philadelphia, and Andrew
of Miramar, Fla.; three daughters,
Janice of Philadelphia, Seanette of
Roslyn, Pa., and Wendy of Tarmarac,
Fla.; two brothers and four sisters,
all in Jamaica; nine grandchildren,
one great-grandchild, and many
other relatives and friends.

A memorial service was held in
Warminster, Pa., with Revs. Kenroy
Cruickshank and Joe Samuels offici-
ating. A subsequent funeral service
was held in Hanover with multiple
clergy officiating. Burial was in the
family plot in Hanover.

Davis.—Marilyn Davis, 83, died
on March 19, 2003, at Sunrise
Assisted Living in Colorado
Springs, Colo.

She was born in Boulder, Colo-
rado, on April 5, 1919, the third of
eight children born to Lewis Clark
Leroy Davis and Minnie (Potter)
Davis.

During a Seventh Day Baptist
General Conference, Iris Maltby
introduced Marilyn to Lewis Edwin
Davis from New Milton, W.Va. On
May 27, 1949, they married in River-
side, Calif,, where they lived for a
year before moving back to Boulder.

Marilyn was a lifelong, active
member of the Boulder SDB Church.
In her own quiet way, she developed
a deep faith in God and truly believ-
ed. Ilness kept her from attending
the Boulder church during the past
few years.

Survivors include one daughter,

Linda Harris, of Colorado Springs;
one son, Lewis Eugene, of Thornton,
Colo.; five sisters, Juanita Lusic and
Dorothy Lusic, both of Ventura, Ca-
lif., Shirley Cruzan and Ruth Cruzan,
both of White Cloud, Mich., and Bar-
bara White of Lakewood, Colo.; one
brother, LeRoy Davis, of La Junta,
Colo.; and two grandchildren. She
was preceded in death by one broth-
er, Duane Davis, and two infant
daughters.

Services were held at the Boulder
SDB Church on March 25, 2003. Rev.
David Thorngate and Rev. Robert
Harris, Marilyn’s son-in-law, offici-
ated. Burial was at Mountain View
Memorial Park in Boulder.

Armstrong.—Margret S. Arm-
strong, 87, of Middlesex, N.J.,
died on March 27, 2003, at
Greenbrook Manor Nursing &
Rehabilitation Center in Green
Brook, N.J.

She was born in Niles, Ohio, on
February 14, 1916, to Daniel and
Cora (Schneider) Seeman. Margret
married William W, Armstrong in
Brooklyn, N.Y. In 1950, the couple
moved to Middlesex, where they
raised their three children.

Margret was a member of the
Plainfield (N.J.) Seventh Day Bap-
tist Church, where she served many
years as trustee, member of the Fel-
lowship (Nurture) Committee, and
president of the Women's Society.
She regularly brought flowers on
Sabbath which she arranged her-
self for the sanctuary. She was well
known for her gifts of homemade
jellies and quilts.

In recent years, she was active
in the Raritan Valley SDB Church in
Bridgewater, N.J., serving on its Fel-
lowship and Publicity Committees
while maintaining her membership
in Plainfield.

Through her participation in local
gardening clubs, Margret gave almost
3,500 hours over 21 years as a volun-
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teer with the garden therapy pro-
gram, serving patients and staff at
the Veterans Administration Medical
Center in Lyons, N.J. During her
dedicated service there, she created
and delivered floral arrangements
throughout the hospital almost every
Friday.

Survivors include one son, Daniel,
of Virginia; two daughters, Nancy
LeMieux of New Jersey and Celia
West of Vermont; one sister, Mildred
Davis of Indiana; seven grandchil-
dren, and two great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her
husband in 1985, a granddaughter in
1989, and all but one of her sisters.

A funeral service was held on April

1, 2003, at the Middlesex Funeral
Home, with longtime friend, Pastor
Jeanne Yurke, officiating. Burial was
in the Forest Green Park Cemetery
in Marlboro (Morganville), N.J.

Minton.—Ida Minton, 83, died on
April 23, 2003, at her home in
Tony, Ala.

She was born on January 12, 1920,

in Boaz, Ala., the daughter of John
W. and Minnie Brown. She was a
member of the Paint Rock, Ala., Sev-

enth Day Baptist Church for 23 years.

Survivors include her twin sister,
Ila Gunst; one son, John W. Griffin,
and three granddaughters. She was
preceded in death by her husband,
Vernon Minton, and three sisters.

Funeral services were held on
April 26, 2003, at Berryhill Funeral
Home in Huntsville, Ala., with her
pastor, Rev. John Bevis, officiating.
Burial was in Maple Hill Cemetery.

Overlooked evangelist, cont. from page 14

ary work because of other aspects

of her life. Rev. S.L. Maxson~pastor
of the Walworth, Wis., SDB Church,
principal of the Albion (Wis.) Acad-
emy, and later the first president of
Salem (W.Va.) College—wrote:

“To any of my brethren pastors,
to any church or community to
whom this document may come,
permit me to say: Our sister, M.G.
Townsend, came into the Wal-
worth church as an evangelist and
has labored for nearly five weeks.
During these days of anxious ser-
vice, she has displayed great pow-
er in the preaching of the gospel,
a most remarkable knowledge of
the Word of God, and great tact
in personal work in the commu-
nity.

“Her spiritual attainments and
her intense love for souls, coupl-
ed with her extensive experience,
have placed at her command rare
abilities for building up the Mas-
ter’s cause in the world.

“By reason of her hearty sympa-
thy with me as a pastor, together
with her keen perceptions as to the
surroundings, I commend her as
an efficient and worthy helper to
any pastor or society that may
need evangelistic assistance.”

The fact that Malvina was licens-
ed by the Milton church sent me to
its register. There I found that the
names Mrs. M.G. Townsend, and
Esther and Peter Townsend, were

added to the membership in 1900.

The July 8, 1901 Sabbath Record-
erlists three quartets on the mis-
sion field—two of young men and
the other of young women, the lat-
ter working with Mrs. Townsend.
Alater roster of the quartets lists
Malvina's daughter, Esther Town-
send, and Mrs. Metta Babcock,
Miss Ella Babcock, and Miss Alice
Clarke as members.

In the April 17, 1905 issue of
the Recorder, Evangelist Town-
send summarized some of her
ministry:

“I have worked in five different

states; have delivered one hundred

and sixty-four sermons, twenty-
six on Sabbath Reform, twenty-
one on denominational interests;
have made forty-six addresses

to Y.M.C.A. Associations, Chris-
tian Endeavor Societies, Sabbath
Schools, and Temperance meet-

ings; have made one thousand two
hundred and seven calls; organiz-
ed two Ladies’ Benevolent Societ-
ies, two Junior Endeavor Societies,
and strengthened and encouraged
many others; have held one hun-
dred twenty-six cottage prayer-
meetings; distributed—through
mail and personally—174,721
pages of tracts, three hundred and
sixty-two copies of the Sabbath of
Christ, and four hundred and sev-
enty-four copies of 7%e Recorder;
and have held twenty-three Bible
Readings on the Sabbath, and two

Bible Institutes of eight days
each.”
Reporting on the work at New

Auburn, Minn., she once wrote:

“Last night I spoke upon the
‘Sabbath of the Bible and how it
came to me,” previously announc-
ing it, and the house was crowd-
ed, adding chairs to accommo-
date those who came. By remarks
from persons belonging to no
church and from First-day people
also, I know it was well received,
and the truth, and the church that
it stands for it in this place, was
helped and honored, giving to
God the glory...

“We have all stood the work
finely. I have preached every night
and twice every Sabbath but one.
Elder Socwell preached one Sab-
bath morning, and it now lacks
two days of five weeks.

“We shall go to Cartwright,
Wis., from here, and stay as long
as we can before I go to Marion.
If the work demands it, I shall stay
at Cartwright until the quartet has
to go home for school, and not go
to Marion.™ S

'Sabbath Recorder, Vol. 77, August 17,
1914, p. 214.

*Seventh Day Baptists in Europe and
America, Vol. ITl, p. 241.

IChicago SDB Church minutes, D. 126,
January 13, 1900.

“Sabbath Recorder, Vol. 57, August
19, 1901, p. 518.
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Neighbors are watching

G

Since moving to Janesville in ‘89, we had
done most of our banking at one place.

Then came the competitor’s “promotion.”
Like other banks, they offered a free check-
ing account, but they sweetened the deal
with a special gift: a crisp new $20 bill. 1
thought I could find some use for the cash,

|'——-l
-

kitty-corner and up the hill. So we share even more in

common,

Like when I walked into the bank the other day to hear
Michelle exclaim, “Kevin, I didn’t know your house was
for sale! Where are you moving to?”

WHAT??

It seems that while we were in Atlanta to celebrate
daughter Crystal’s graduation from massage therapy
school, someone hammered a big “For Sale” sign into

-~ so I gave them my business, figuring that
] 1 I'd spend the money and cancel the account
_ in a few months.
- As I filled out
] . the paperwork, I
_.\_ noticed that the

tellers seemed
more pleasant and friendly
than at our usual place. Mus¢
be they really want my busi-
ness, I figured, so they're
pouring on the charm.

My checkbook didn’t get
much use for awhile, but
whenever I did venture into
my new bank, I felt welcomed
and cared for.

It didn’t take too long be-
fore Janet opened her own
separate account there, fol-
lowed by our joint account. The tellers really were more
pleasant and friendly, and we got to know each other on a
first-name basis. We've been there for several years now.

As someone behind the glass greeted me on a drive-
thru visit, one of our boys asked, “Dad, they KNOW YOU
here?” You bet. Joyce comes to the Milton church’s tur-
key supper, Dru used to work with Janet at the fabric
store, Paula wanted help finding a Baptist church, we
saw Jenny at the Rotary Corn Roast, Claudia’s niece
lives right across the street... We can approach any
of them and receive a warm smile and good service.

Our bankers know us. They know our children, they
know our vehicles, they know where we've gone on our
latest trip, and now, they know where we live! Teller
Michelle and family recently moved to our neighborhood,

R

and Angie.

i f

Our fiiends behind the counter at Anchor Bank (left to
right): Joyce, Lindsay, Dru, Claudia, Jenny, Michelle,

word about moving!”

our front lawn!

The rumors had been
flying. Other tellers added,
“We thought that maybe
you took another church
and had to move, or maybe
Janet finally convinced you
to move to Milton.”

Another neighbor up the
street was really bothered.
She had spent a couple of
hours with Jan the day be-
fore we headed south, saw
the sign, and shared with
a circle of school-mom
friends that
“Janet never
mentioned a

Well, it was either a prank or some
realtor’s mistake, because by the time we
got back home, the sign was gone—but a
good-sized hole in the ground substan-

tiated our friends’ stories.

This kind of “hammered home” the
realization that our neighbors and
acquaintances really do watch what

we do.

How is your
witness? Is it of
“good report”?

They'’re watchin’
you.
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Periodicals postage paid
at Janesville, WI
and additional offices

The Seventh Day Baptist Board of Christian Education

produces a variety of publications for use in our local churches.
One of them is:
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the Lordt Ytessed the
Salbath day and made

o toly.

The Sabbath Visitor is a weekly bulletin page To order, churches and individuals may write to:
covered with pictures, words, and games that SDB Center
will keep children occupied as simple biblical PO Box 1678
themes are presented and repeated. . Janesville WI 53547
3 Cost is $3.00 per reader per year and will be Ph. 608-752-5055
* mailed to your address monthly. Fax 608-752-7711
sdbmedia@inwave.com

For other SDB Christian Education materials, g0 to
www.educatingchristians.o ry






