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Who are Seventh Day Baptists?
If you've never read The Sabbath Recorderhetore, you might be wondering who Seventh Day Baptists are.

Like other Baptists, we believe in:

' salvation by grace through faith in Christ Jesus.
' the Bible as the inspired word of God. The Bible is
our authority for our faith and daily conduct.

' baptism of believers, by immersion, witnessing to our
acceptance of Christ as Savior and Lord.

' freedom of thought under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit.

' the congregational form of church government.
Every church member has the right to participate
in the decision-making process of the church.

The seventh day
God commanded that the seventh day (Saturday) be kept holy. Jesus agreed by keeping it as a day of worship. We observe the seventh

day of the week (Saturday) as God's Holy Day as an act of loving obedience—not as a means of salvation. Salvation is the free gift of God through

Jesus our Lord, it is the joy of the Sabbath that makes SDBs just a little bit different.
For more information, write: The Seventh Day Baptist Center, 3120 Kennedy Road, PO Box 1678, Janesviiie, Wl 53547-1678. Phone (608)

752-5055; FAX (608) 752-7711; E-maii: sdbgen@seventhdaybaptist.org and the SDB Web site: www.seventhdaybaptist.org

Young Adult

Year-End Retreat
♦> ♦> ♦>

Dee. 2?-Jan. 1

Camj) Wakonda
Milton, Wl

See the Wovetnbet 2R

fot Info and form

66

STILL" One-hour CD

Original piano music by Lannette
Calhoun.

$15.00 each, or 2 for $25.00 (postpaid)
Order by e-mail: glcalhoun@charter.net
Or send check to:

Lannette Calhoun

219E. MadisonAve.

Miiton, W!53563

A portion of each sale will go to the
SDB Denominational Budget.

Summer Christian Service Corps
A

>sv

A

Are you willing to serve with next year's Sum
mer Christian Service Corps?
Does your church wish to host a team for

service and outreach?

Applications for Team Members ondi Church
ProiectsmW be on a website or at your local
church.

These applications will be on the Confer

ence's website—www.seventhdaybaptist.org—
for your convenience. We will also mail out
member and project applications to each

church, so contact your pastor or church

A

office.

Please send the completed applications
and other forms (for both Team Members and
Church Projects) to: SCSC Committee, c/o
Miiton Seventh Day Baptist Church, 720 E.
Madison Ave., Milton, Wl 53563.

Team and church applications must be post
marked no later than January 31, 2006. There
will be NO exceptions.

If you have any questions, please contact the
Milton church at the above address, or e-mail
the SCSC Committee at churchoffice®

miltonsdb.org.
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We've a story to tell
The power of the Blood and a personal testimony

by John B. Peil

Feature

For those wishing to bring others
to Christ, here's rule number one:
Don't bother trying to evangelize
if you don't have a testimony.

I don't know of anyone who has
chosen Jesus because he's "philo
sophically pleasing." Jesus doesn't
give you logical solutions; he gives
you peace. You get peace in your
relationship with God and peace
in your spirit.

Are you at peace today? If you
are, that's the message your co-
worker or friend needs to hear.

The Blood and the testimony.
Salvation and freedom.

There Is power
Nobody cares about our rational

arguments and Biblical doctrines.
They care about the power of the
Gospel.

Were you addicted to pornogra
phy? Have you been guilty of bitter
ness and hate? Were you molested
as a child? Have you been raped?
• The blood of Jesus Christ has

the power to heal those wounds.
• The blood of Jesus Christ has

the power to cleanse your
scarlet sins.

• The blood of Jesus Christ gives
you the power to crucify your
flesh.

• The blood of Jesus Christ gives
you the power to drive demons
and evil spirits out of your life.

Two parts of evangelism
"Then I heard a loud voice in

heaven say: 'Now have come the
salvation and thepower and the
kingdom of our God, and the auth
ority of his Christ. For the accuser
of our brothers, who accuses them
before our God day and night, has
been hurled down. They overcame
him by the blood of the Lamb and

A

by the word
of their tes
timony...'"
(Revelation
12:10-11 NIV,

emphasis
mine).

This verse

presents the
two parts of
evangelism:
The shed blood

of Jesus Christ

and a personal
testimony.
Two mis

takes can be

made in trying
to bring some
one to a saving
faith in Jesus

Christ. First,
you can pre

sent the Gospel
simply as a
means to bet

ter one's own

personal life
(health, ___________
wealth, and
prosperity), or, you can present
what I call the "Gospel of Death In
surance." That is to say, the work of
Jesus Christ only makes a difference
after you die.

Holes In the

"Prosperity Gospel"
Here's a story that illustrates the

poverty of the "Prosperity Gospel."
Imagine that you have boarded

an airplane that, unbeknownst to
you, is going to crash into the middle
of the sea. During mid-flight, some
one offers you a parachute. He goes
on and on about how wonderful life

will be once you're wearing this para
chute; all of the benefits and so on.

Are you at peace today?
If you are, that's the message your
co-worker or friend needs to hear.

So, wanting a better life, you put
on the big orange jumpsuit and 35-
pound backpack, expecting great

things to start happening.
Heading back to your seat, you

start bumping into everyone walking
down the crowded airplane aisle. An
gry passengers tell you to get away.
As you finally, painfully, make your
way to your spot, you notice how
difficult and cumbersome it is to sit

down with all of your "life changing"
gear on. Sitting in the middle seat
doesn't help any; the passengers
on your right and left begin to heap
abuse on you.

The final straw comes when a

flight attendant—trying to serve hot

TheSR



coffee to the person next to you—
spills all of it into your lap since
you are sitting so far forward.

In that moment of anger and dis
illusionment, you tear off the jump
suit and heavy backpack, quite fin
ished with any and all things associ
ated with parachutes... and you wind
up drowning in the middle of the sea
along with the rest of the passengers.

Jesus paid the penalty
Here is the first, and in my mind

the most important, part of the Gos
pel of Jesus Christ: His blood paid
for your sins.

Every time you aren't absolutely
perfect you earn the death penalty.
For every sin and failure, you de
serve to be thrown into hell to suffer

for all of eternity. Jesus Christ paid
the penalty for each one of your sins.
When you get to the final judg

ment, it's kind of like paying for
your dinner at a restaurant. You
come before God's throne and He

asks you, "How are you going to
pay for all of this?" Those who have
accepted the free gift of salvation
will merely point to Jesus and say,
"My friend's got this one." Those
who have rejected Christ will have
to pay for themselves. "The ransom
for a life is costly, no payment is
ever enough "(Psalm 49:8).

So don't try and sell just the earth-
4/benefits of the Gospel. People are
going to hell and you need to offer
them a way out. If they were on that

airplane, they would have gladly
worn that jumpsuit and parachute-
regardless of the consequences—if
they had realized the whole "show"
was crashing into the sea.

By... their testimony
Now many of us could surely

call out an "amen" to all of this.

Fantastic. But there is another part
to the Gospel. You see, when God
says that the brothers overcame
the devil "by the word of their testi
mony," He is saying that the Gospel
is living and active. It is not a Gospel
of "Death Insurance," but—as Isaiah

53 so powerfully states—it is a Gos
pel that revitalizes every part of
your failed life.
When you give your life to Jesus

Christ, you become justified: Just-
If-I'd-Never-Sinned. However—

and this is my main point—all of
the consequencesiox your sins, all
of the emotional wounds, all of the
physical deformities, all of the evil
spirits, and all of the childhood
traumas still remain. Why?
He saves us, but that doesn't set

us free from earthly bondages. The
reason is that salvation (justification)
and freedom (sanctification) are two
entirely different processes.

After becoming a Christian, God
gives you the power to bring your life
into conformity with His Word. We
call this sanctification. This process
is what creates powerful testimonies,
not only of a changed destination

(salvation), but of a permanently
changed character (freedom).
And all of this happens after

you become a Christian, not before.
The Bible manages, as always, to
sum all this up in one simple sen
tence : "By one sacrifice he has
madeperfect forever those who
are being made holy"(Hebrews
10:141

What "logic" is this?
Our idea of the Gospel has been

emptied of power. Sermons are
crafted with the idea of persuasion.

Logically, step by step, we attempt
to prove the rationality of the Gospel.
"Greeks lookfor wisdom"(1 Corin
thians 1:22).

I have, time after time, found this
approach to be completely unsatis
factory in bringing someone to salva
tion. People need to hear about the
power Gospel, not its philoso
phy. "For Christ did not send me
to baptize, but topreach the gospel—
not with words of human wisdom,
lest the cross of Christ be emptied
of its power"(1 Corinthians 1:17)-
When I present the Gospel with

logic and rationality, a wonderful
conversation takes place. But it is
a conversionless conversation. Point

by point I can refute just about any
argument a person can think up.
After laying each of their arguments
to rest, I present the overwhelming
evidence for the resurrection of Je

sus Christ from the dead (which is

\Nhetheryou
perceive it or not,
God has put peopie into
your iife who are struggiing
with the same hurts and

sins that you have overcome.
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the cornerstone of our entire faith).
At the end of all this, the person

can be fascinated by my arguments,
but still walk away unwilling to be
lieve.

Logic is thrown away
I have had many opportunities

to present the Gospel to the same
person in different ways, each
time gauging the effectiveness of
each strategy. With a few gentle
men in particular, the second time
around I threw away all of my logic
and told them, quite respectfully
and lovingly, that I believe they are
going to be thrown into hell and tor
tured for all of eternity unless they
accept the sacrifice of Jesus Christ
on the cross.

Because I do all of this with a lov

ing heart (without agitation or anger
or condemnation in my voice), the

^000^^ other person
^rt|||||||B is compelled

to have yet
another con-

versation with

me. They can't
believe that I

would think

such a thing.
This actu-

ally confuses
person

because

said something

and critical.

But the tone of my voice and the
condition of my heart make these
words strike to the heart of the

person without offending them.

Remember the testimony
Make no mistake, you must

tell the other person that they
are going to be in torment for
ever unless they accept Christ's
life, death, and resurrection.
But that isn't enough. Re
member; We need the Blood

andihQ testimony.
While they are flubber

ing around in shock about
what you have said, you pro
ceed to tell them all of your
deepest, darkest failures and
wounds. Your candor about

such intimate details will

stun them into silence. They
can't help but listen

Don't try and sell just the
earthly benefits of the GospeL

People are going to hell and you
need to offer them a way out.

Perhaps the thought of exposing
your inner self scares you. Please
understand that, contrary to what
people think, these intimate de
tails cause others to begin compar
ing their own experience to yours.
They don't judge, they identify.

People will listen
Whether you perceive it or not,

God has put people into your life
who are struggling with the same
hurts and sins that you have over
come.

And that's the key to everything.
Your testimony—that needs to be
shared with every single person you
meet—is about all of the sins, curses,
evil spirits, and childhood traumas
that the blood of Jesus Christ has

helped you to overcome and cast
out of your life.

That's when people start to listen.
That's when people get saved. %

John B. Peil is pastor ofthe San
GabrielSDB Church inAzusa, Calif



Feature

I had a hole

in my heart
A child's perspective

I had a hole in my heart. My doctor said it was

"congenital," which he said meant I was born with
it that way. He told me that was why I became tired
so easily and couldn't do the things other children

could do.

I discover

ed I had a another hole in my heart—a different

kind of hole. Not a physical one that the doctors

could sew shut. It was a spiritual hole, and it gave

me an empty feeling like something was missing

from my life.

I tried to fill it with friends. But when they didn't

always do what I wanted to do, the empty ache was
still there. Sometimes I tried to fill it by "getting

even" when my friends made me sad, but that only
made the feeling worse.

Then I read somewhere that everyone has this

hole in their heart and that God made our hearts

that way. The writer explained that the hole isn't

round. It is shaped like God's Son, Jesus. And

Jesus is the only person who can fill it.

What I needed was to ask Jesus to come into

my heart and fill that empty hole with Himself,

and to forgive me for trying to fill it without Him.

I also needed to ask forgiveness for trying to

fill the hole with bad things.

So I asked Jesus to come into my heart—
and He did. I also asked Him to make

every day of

my life full

and complete,

and He is

doing exactly

that. He will

fill the hole

in your heart,

too, if you ask

Him. I hope

you do.

In tribute to the author, Pastor John Conrod.

His obituary is on page 26.



Feature

The gifts of the Mag!
by Dale Rood

In the second chapter of Matthew,
we find the familiar story of the wise
men (or Magi) coming from the East
in search of the one who was born

King of the Jews.
Following the story down to verse

11, we learn that when they found
the object of their quest, they "bow
ed down and worshipped him. Then
they... presented him with gifts of
gold and of incense [frankincense]
and of myrrh" (NIV). Of course, the
one receiving those gifts was the
child, Jesus Christ.

While many believe that the wise
men's presentation is the basis of our
Christmas gift-giving tradition, it is

unlikely that this is how it all actually
began. As appealing as this picture is,
let's look elsewhere for the meaning
behind the wise men's gifts.

Characteristics and identity
The gifts the Magi gave to Jesus

point to his identity and indicate the
nature of our expected response.
The picture here is like that

presented in the Christmas carol,
"We Three Kings." The three gifts
attest to three characteristics of

Jesus which must all be true for

him to be who he is and to do what

he did: He is King; he is God; and
he is our perfect Sacrifice to take
away our sin.

8  The SR —Page sponsored in memory of Lucile Prentice Todd by William Prentice



Myrrh
Myrrh is a fra

grant, bitter-tasting
gum resin obtain
ed from the trunks

of certain small

trees grown in
southern Arabia

and eastern Africa.

While it is primarily
used in making perfume and incense,
it is also used as a spice for preparing
bodies for burial.

John 19:39 indicates that myi-rh
was among the spices applied when
Nicodemus helped Joseph of Arima-
thea to wrap Jesus' body for burial
after his crucifixion. Thus the gift of
myrrh anticipates Christ's sacrificial
death on our behalf to remove our

sins. This gift challenges us to re
ceive him as our Savior from sin.

Frankincense
Frankincense is a

similar gum resin
obtained from

trees in the same

regions as myrrh.
It gives off a
strong, pleasant
odor when burned,
and it's used to make

incense, which was part of the Taber

nacle and Temple worship of the
Jewish people. (See Exodus 37:25-
29). Hence frankincense was a key
ingredient in the worship of God.

That the wise men brought a
gift of frankincense to the Christ
child acknowledges that he is,
indeed, God. The carol "We Three
Kings" states that, "Incense owns
a Deity nigh. Prayer and praising,
all men raising. Worship Him,
God on high." The gift of frankin
cense points to our need to wor
ship Christ as God.

Gold

Gold has been the

most highly valued
precious metal
throughout the
ages. Solomon's
greatness as a king
is characterized by
the amount of gold
he had. (See 1 Kings
10:14-23.)

Kingship indicates someone who
has authority over a region. The gift
of gold points to the authority of
Jesus Christ as King, and this means
it is necessary for us to submit to him
as servants. At the Christmas carol

says, "King forever, ceasing never.
Over us all to reign." This gift calls

us to yield ourselves to the Lord
Jesus as our eternal King.

God's greater gift
The "real" giving that marks

Christmas then is not so much us

giving presents to each other, nor
even the wise men presenting gifts
to the Christ Child. The genuine giv
ing is God's giving to us, in the per
son of Jesus Christ. The gifts of the
Magi merelypointXo God's greater
gift, Jesus.

Think about how Mary and
Joseph—plain, hard-working folks
who were barely eking out a living-
may have felt about the expensive
gifts they received from the wise
men. Also consider the wise men,
how they sought the King of the
Jews and found him in a humble

carpenter's home.
We find God's gift in unexpected

places. We may even feel unworthy
of this gift; however, God wants us
to have it.

Will you receive God's gift, Jesus
Christ? Will you receive his entire
gift of "King, and God, and Sacri
fice"?

Rev. Dale Rood ispastor of the
Dodge Center, Minn., SDB Chuj'ch.

We Three Kings Teoct and music hy John H, Hopkins Jn
We three kings of Orient are: Bearing gifts

we traverse afar—

Field and fountain, moor and mountain—
Following yonder star.*

Born a King on Bethlehem's plain: Gold I bring
to crown Him again.

King forever, ceasing never Over us all to reign.*

Frankincense to offer have I: Incense owns

a Deity nigh;
Prayer and praising, all men raising,

Worship Him, God on high.*

Myrrh is mine: its bitter perfume, Breathes a life of
gathering gloom—

Sorr'wing, sighing, bleeding, dying, Sealed in the
stone-cold tomb.*

Glorious now behold Him arise: King and God and
Sacrifice;

Alleluia, Alleluia! Earth to heav'n replies.*

*Refraiii-

O star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty
bright.

Westward leading, still proceeding. Guide us to thy
perfect light.

December 2005 9



Soundings from Down Under
by Pastor John Camenga

Feature

Linda and I have been in Queens
land, Australia, less than two months
and are finding the experience both
exciting and challenging. In some
ways it is "like home," with a climate
similar to Daytona Beach, Fla.
We are now entering spring as

North America slides into fall. "Eas

ter lilies," jacarandas, and less fam
iliar flowers are creating a riot of
color right now.

Rugged individualism (that most
Americans associate with Daniel

Boone and other frontiersmen) is still
part of the Australian self-image. The
heritage of refugees and transported
convicts who came here with noth

ing—and built a good life by sheer
determination—is still strong.

However, this "I did it myself
thinking works against the Gospel
message. We can't it ourselves.
We need God's forgiveness through
Christ to live a truly joy-filled and
enduring life.

While we are located in a prosper
ous and comparatively well-watered
area, the climate of most of the con

tinent is dry and harsh. At present,
we are experiencing the most severe
drought Queensland has suffered in
more than a century—even for this
wetter, more humid coastal strip.

Evangelism among
the Aborigines might
seem more dramatic,
but there are many
people right here
who need to hear

the Gospel.

About 90% of the country's popu
lation is concentrated in a narrow

strip along the eastern coast, run
ning from Adelaide on the south to
a bit north of our location at Bris

bane. This could be roughly com
pared to a strip 60 miles wide run
ning from Boston to Miami.

Evangelism among the Aborigines

and in the Outback might seem more
dramatic, but there are many people
right here in this coastal strip who
need to hear the Gospel message.

Our Brisbane (Beenleigh) con
gregation is fairly small. Atten
dance runs between 25 and 30
most Sabbaths. This will be re

duced when a family moves to Fiji.
There are many fine Bible stu

dents in the group, with several
having spent much time studying
prophecy and the Second Coming.
Our preaching and teaching seeks
to broaden this knowledge to in
clude more practical, daily-living
applications of Bible principles.

This congregation is loving and
supportive. They seem united in
their desire to follow the leader they
have called. There is a vision for out

reach way beyond their own area and
a hope to help other groups form in
the coming years.

Please pray for our ministry here
as we seek to be used to present sal
vation to the lost and encourage the
saved. %

December

3  Hebron, Pa., Seventh Day Baptist Church-
Andrew Camenga

3  Rockville, R.I., SDB Church—Kirk Looper
8  Seventh Day Baptist Center, Janesville, Wis.—

Ron Elston

9-11 New Auburn, Wis., Seventh Day Baptist
Church—Elston, Calvin Babcock

10 Bay Area Seventh Day Baptist Church, Pinole,
Calif.—Gordon Lawton

January, 2006
8-11 North American Baptist Fellowship Executive

Meetings, Orlando, Fla.—Rob Appel

28-29

Seventh Day Baptist Memorial Fund Quarter
ly Meeting, Miami/Fort Lauderdale area of
Florida—Babcock, Appel
SDB Missionary Society Board of Managers
Meeting, Westerly, R.I.—Looper
Berlin, N.Y., Seventh Day Baptist Church-
Kevin Butler

Council of Ministry (COM) at the Seventh
Day Baptist Center, Janesville—Lawton

February
24 Coordinating Leadership Team (CLT),

Daytona Beach, Fla.
25-27 General Council, Daytona Beach
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study

Exploring the Sabbath by Linda Greene

Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:1;
Luke 24:1; John 20:1

All four Gospels are very careful
to mention that the women who

came to the tomb to anoint Jesus'

body did so at the end of the Sab
bath and found the tomb empty.
Many people support the idea

of worshipping on Sunday as a cel
ebration of the day that Christ rose
from the grave. But we really don't
know for sure when he rose. All we

know is that Jesus was gone by the
time the women got there.

Matthew is a little unclear about

the sequence of events, but the oth
er three disciples say that the stone
was already rolled away when the
women arrived.

Mark does say that Jesus rose
"early on the first day of the week,"
but with the Jewish understanding
that a day starts at sundown the
day before, this still works out
about the same.

My purpose here is not to argue
for the validity of Sabbath or against
worshipping on Sunday. I'm not go
ing to "go there" any more than this.
Instead, I want to explore keeping
the Sabbath in light of its meaning
and significance.

In considering the timing of the
resurrection, why did God choose
to figure the Sabbath into the resur
rection story the way He did? Jesus
could have spent any three days and
nights in the grave, and his victory
would have been just as complete
and just as sweet.

So, why didG06. choose that the
Sabbath would be the third and final

day Jesus spent in the grave?
Eveiything God does has limit

less levels of meaning and signifi
cance. We could read one verse of

Scripture now and for all of eternity
and never "get" all there is to be had
from its message. So, let's consider
this "one verse" that appears in all
four Gospels.

I was taught that Jesus died on
Wednesday and was buried shortly
before sundown that evening. The
next day was Passover, a Jewish day
of celebration. These celebrations

were often referred to as "sabbaths"

(the John account does call it a "spe
cial" Sabbath) and were commemo
rated in the same way the Sabbath
was. That was why Jesus' followers
hurried to place him in the tomb.

If we then count forwzu-d three

days and three nights exactly, we
conclude that Jesus' resurrection

occurred shortly before sundown
on the Sabbath. (I'm not sure why
the women didn't come back on

Friday, but maybe with Passover
the day before—and then prepara
tion for the coming Sabbath—they
were simply too busy.)
What an awesome picture this

paints in my mind as I reflect back
on what we've discovered the Sab

bath represents!
The Sabbath is God's "visual aid"

for grace and redemption. It fore
shadowed from the dawn of time

what God intended to accomplish
through Jesus Christ.

Through His Son's death, we re
ceived freedom from the bondage
and slavery of sin. The righteous
ness and holiness of God Himself

was packaged and tied with a bow
and offered to mankind totally free
of charge, with no strings attached.
No ifs, ands, or huts about it.
The Sabbath is a sign of God's

mindboggling mercy and grace to
His fallen and imperfect children.

That's what Sabbath is all about.

How wonderful that as this parti
cular Sabbath day came to a close
in Jerusalem almost 2,000 years
ago—as sundown signaled the
completion of another day of rest
ing in the goodness and provision
of God—Jesus broke Satan's grip
on humanity once and for all. He
shattered the death barrier and re

turned triumphgmtly to his followers.
Jesus' resurrection even happen

ed in a garden, reminding us of that
first Sabbath—and man's fall—that

took place in a garden so long ago.
Jesus returned to his Father,

where he sits at His right hand for
the rest of eternity, ready to inter
cede for us. He awsiits our arrival

as his bride, his inheritance, paid
for with his own blood.

Obviously, Jesus didn't need the
stone rolled away to rise from the
grave. He was long gone by the time
the angels rolled it away. "The stone
was removed from the tomb's open
ing so that when those mourning
women arrived that Sunday morn
ing, they would see the empty tomb
and realize what had happened.
The stone was moved for you and

me also, so that human eyes could
peer into the dark tomb and give us
an eyewitness account of the angel's
presence and proclamation, "He is
not here—he is risen!"
Maybe that's another reason why

God chose to include the Sabbath in
the resurrection story. If it had been
just any day that Jesus died, the
anointing for burial would have been
completed before the initial burisd,
and those women would not have re

turned to find the empty tomb.
Lots of speculation and questions,

I realize, but one thing we know for
sure: The work of salvation was fully
accomplished as that Sabbath came
to an end. From then on, for the rest
of time until we reach heaven, we
are to spend our Sabbaths resting
from our own striving and laboring.
We are to rest in the provision and
unfathomable love of God, rejoic
ing in the completed work of Jesus
Christ on the cross. %

Next month, we will examine our

last two Scriptures on the Sabbath—
Colossians 2:16-17 and Hebrews

4:1-16.
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Midwest mom receives

Robe of Achievement 2005

Feature

She spreads love and cheer wherever
she goes and yet stays in the
background, taking no credit
while encouraging others
to help in various ways.

Born and raised in the Midwest,
our recipient is married and has
raised three children, all members
of various SDH churches scattered

across the country. She is friendly
and well liked by everyone who
comes in contact with her.

Our honoree, who often spends
time with people who are alone and
need a ftiend, is wonderfully creative
and has a special way with children.
She has organized children's church,
and prepared activities and crafts
to accompany the Bible stories. She
has served as a Sabbath School Su

perintendent and has taught many
Sabbath School classes.

Teaching and directing Vacation
Bible School and neighborhood
Bible Clubs is another of our re

cipient's gifts.
She has been a Youth Fellowship

director, and a cook and co-director
for Year-End Youth Retreats. She

has cooked for and worked at sev

eral SDB summer camps, and has
received training to lead Precept
Bible Studies for women.

Our friend has been an inspir
ation and role model to many.
She remembers the elderly and ill
at Christmas and other holidays,
delivering baskets of "goodies"
and necessities. She spreads love
and cheer wherever she goes and
yet stays in the background, taking

no credit while encouraging others
to help in various ways.

She seems to constantly look
for opportunities to help people.
If someone has a problem, she's
available to talk and pray with them.
She encourages others to have faith
in God and trust in His control, giv
ing hope for a better tomorrow.

She continually supports and
encourages adults as well as young
people, and has served as presi
dent of the Honor Roll for St. Mary's
College for several years.

Robe

Nominations

^ ̂ ̂

The SDB Women's Society
is accepting nominations

for the Robe of

Achievement for 2006.

Please see the recent SRs

for more details, or apply
on-line at

www.sdbwboard.org.

Deadline is

March 31, 2006

Our recipient offers a helping
hand wherever she sees a need. Of

ten, she's the one who arrives early
to set up for special events and acti
vities, and then sees that things are
cleaned up and put away before she
leaves. She has been active in Ladies

Aids wherever she has lived, seizing
opportunities to witness for her Lord
and Savior.

Our honoree has cooked meals

for those attending Missionary Soci
ety meetings, and does many other
things to help keep that office run
ning smoothly. For many years, she
has been the cook and meal organ
izer for the Summer Christian Service

Corps (SCSC) training sessions spon
sored by the Women's Board. In the
process, she has influenced dozens
of SCSC trainees with her good Chris
tian example.

The 2005 Robe of Achievement
goes to Vivian Looper. %

Vivian Looper accepted this year's
Robe of Achievement.
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From panic to praise
Testimony by Linda Bond Graffius

My name is Linda Graffius. I'm
the wife of Don Graffius, who served
as the president of Conference 2005.
I'm also a motlier.

Along with the joys of mother
hood, I've experienced sad times.

I am a woman who has endured

painful days of depression, feelings
of worthlessness, hours of crying,

sleepless nights, and times of great
fear and panic. For many years, I
feared meeting people, traveling,
entertaining, speaking in public,
and even talking on the phone.

Without God and Don, I wouldn't
be writing this.
Don provided constant encourage

ment—taking me to doctors, having
people pray for me, loving me the
way I was, reminding me of my fam
ily and that God still cared for me.
Why am I divulging this? Because

it helps to explain how I felt and re
acted during my year as the wife of
the Conference president.
My journey to Conference 2005

in Holland, Mich., actually began
in July of 2004.

In my quiet times, the Holy Spir
it often brings to my mind people,
places, and events. One day, I was
"told" that Don would be asked to
be Conference president—sometime
soon. Of course, I didn't like the idea
and began thinking of reasons why
this wouldn't be good for me.

I would be left alone many days as
Don traveled to meetings and visited
churches. His presidency would in
volve hours of telephone calls, letters,
and e-mails. I would have to attend

many meetings with him and act
confidently while trying to remember
everyone's name. I feared that there
would be tension as both of us

Pj-esidentDon andLinda Graffius at
this year's Conference in Michigan.

strained to prepare for a national
event involving 500-plus people.
A major concern was that if this

Conference didn't go well, it would
reflect on me. But I didn't share

any of this with my husband.
When Don came to me during

Conference 2004 [at George Fox
University in Newberg, Ore.,] and
told me that he had been asked to

be president in 2005,1 wanted to
cry, laugh, and panic. And I did!

Don also said that if I didn't

want him to serve as president, he
wouldn't. He understood my strug
gles, but he would need my help if
he said "Yes." After praying about
it, I said I would support him.
Don immediately began travel

ing across the continent. He would
come home thrilled by the people he
had met and the experiences he had
had. However, we soon received

word that the other leaders wanted

me to travel with Don whenever pos
sible. They felt it was important for
our congregations to get a "woman's
perspective." I took a deep breath
and pleaded, "Lord, help me do this!"
We began traveling to many states

and events as God helped me to mir
ror the Conference theme of being
"strong, steady, and enthusiastic."
Each visit blessed me.

I saw new forms of worship,
heard new songs, and was amazed
at the hospitality. I experienced new
ideas, felt the enthusiasm, and was
overwhelmed by the love of God's
people. And He gave me the strength
to continue traveling.

As Don's schedules at work and

Conference surprisingly fell into
place, it helped me realize even more
that God cared about our "ministry."
When it was time for Conference

2005,1 began to panic even though I
knew that people were praying for us.

The day I arrived at Hope College,
Don immediately met me and show
ed me where to go, paving the way
for me.

I could go into detail about the
entire week, but I want to emphasize
that God really helped me!
He gave me the confidence to meet

new people, the desire to remain in
all of the meetings, the joy of hearing
the wonderful music and testimonies,
and the pleasure of working with
many people.

He also gave me courage to go
to new places, the blessing of watch
ing the children, humility when I
saw each giving pastor, and the ex
citement of seeing people come to
the Lord.

It thrilled me to witness immedi

ate answers to prayer, and to experi
ence the love of a busy but extremely
caring and patient husband.

Foremost, God taught me once
again that He is in control and has
plans for me—despite my protests
and fears. %
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Pearls from the Past by Don A. Sanford, historian emeritus

An illegal vote
on the Sabbath

One of the pleasures of histori
cal research is discovering "pearls"
where least expected. This is espe
cially true when a genealogical
search reveals that some of our

ancestors' stands on the Sabbath

put them in direct opposition to
the society of their day.

One such Sabbath witness oc

curred in Atchison County, Kansas,
in December of 1891. An article in
the January 14,1892 Sabbath Re
corder the controversy:

"It appears that the school dis
trict in which many of our people
live held a meeting upon the Sab
bath to vote on the question of
bonding the district for the build
ing of a new school-house. Our
people remained away from the
meeting and the bonds were voted.
"Whether the election was

placed upon the Sabbath for the
purpose of ruling the Seventh-day
people out does not appear from
anj^hing we have seen; but some
have contested the legality of the
bonds on the ground that they
were not voted by the proper ma
jority of the district."

The Atchison Daily Globe of
December 30 recorded the follow
ing about this contested vote:
"The application of the Seventh

Day Baptists of school district No.
73 in Atchinson County to restrain
the issuance of certain school bonds

voted on the day of rest, which cause
has occupied the attention of the dis
trict court this week, reveals some
interesting facts hitherto not gener
ally known.

"In the year 1857, when Kansas
had its first boom, a colony of Sev
enth Day Baptists located near
Pardee. Among them was Joshua
Wheeler, who has since been con
spicuous in Kansas politics, and who
has for many years been a regent of
the State A^cultural College. Mr.
Wheeler was a witness in the case

referred to, and testified yesterday.
"In 1863 the colony organized

a church which has experienced a
slow but steady growth. It has now
250 members, but only a portion
of them reside in school district 73.
Their church is located north of Nor-

tonville, and a number of individual
businessmen of that town are num

bered among its members.
"The first minister of the church

was Rev. A.F. Randolph. After his
death. Rev. S.R. Wheeler was pastor
for fourteen years, and its present
pastor is Rev. G.M. Cottrell.
"The faith of the Seventh Day

Baptists does not differ greatly from
the faith of other Baptists, excepting
that they keep holy the seventh day
of the week instead of the first. Their

Sabbath begins at sundown of Friday
night and lasts until sundown Satur
day night. They are found at work
on Sunday, but never on Saturday,
unless they perform necessary work.
The stores of the Nortonville mer

chants who are believers in the faith

are closed on Saturday.
"Some months ago, the school

trustees of district 73, in order to
carry a bond election, set the day of
election of the district for Saturday.
Two-thirds of the voters of the dis

trict are Seventh Day Baptists and
did not go to the polls. The bond
received a majority.
"Now the Seventh-day people ask

that the election be set aside because

the bonds were not voted by a major

ity of the voters of the district, as
the law provides. They claim that
the necessary majority did not vote
at all.

"The amount of the bonds is only
$600, and are wanted to erect a new
school building. Leslie Randolph,
a well-known Atchinson County Re
publican, is a Seventh Day Baptist."

The January 1,1892 issue of the
Nortonville News, a weekly newspa
per published by two young brethren,
gave a brief account of the trial and
the grounds for the action:

"The case of S.H. Stillman et

al, vs. J.H. Freeland etal, involv
ing the legality of the bond elec
tion held in school district No. 73
in Atchison County on September
5,1891, was in Atchison district
court this week.

"Two main points were in
volved in the case: One, whether
the board has the right to call an
election to be held on Saturday
in a district where a majority,
nearly two-thirds in this instance,
observe that day as the Sabbath.
And the other, whether the affir
mative vote must be a majority of
the electors residing in the district.

"Questions as to sufficiency of
the petition for an election, and
the notices, were eilso in the case."

Eventually, the court ruled that
the bond election on the Sabbath

had been illegal.
If this vote was designed, in any

way, to compel Seventh Day Baptists
to violate the Sabbath and thus lose

their fi-anchise, it was deemed a total
failure. And it deserved to be!

Are Seventh Day Baptists today
as conscious of the Sabbath? Will

we take a stand—even an unpopular
one—to witness for the Sabbath? %
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Feature Index for 2005
(Department Index on page 23)

A Conference icon reminisces (Dorotha Shettel) April
A history worth recording—and reporting
(Don Sanford) Feb.

All those in favor... {Jim Skaggs) Nov.
Are the best things in life really free?
(Bonnie Severance) March

A source of spiritual hydration (Don Chroniger) May
A stepping stone to General Conference
(Don A. Sanford) April

A time for every purpose (Pat Voyce) May
Away from home—Away from the Sabbath?

(Katie Myers) March
A weeklong bull ride (Christian R. Mattison) April
A word from the Historian (Don Sanford) Feb.
Berlin middle schoolers declare war!

(Ellen Olson) June
Big hearts, big truck, big help (Kevin Butler) Oct.
Buckeyes for Jesus (Gavin Fox) June
China shards: revisiting Liuhe and Shanghai

(Stephen & David Thorngate) Sept.
ED Rob Appel reflects on first year
(Aubrey Appel) Sept.

Educating strong disciples
(Bishop Kenneth L. Price Jr.) July-Aug.

Exploring the Sabbath (Linda Greene) Jan.-Dec.
Fall revival at Faith (Ron Elston) Jan.
FamineFest feeds multitude
(Jackson Butler & Steve Osborn) June

Four pillars of our polity (Gordon P. Lawton) Nov.
From repelled to compelled
(Shay Rankhom) July-Aug.

From the safe zone to the faith zone
(Bernie Wethington) Oct.

God's love kept us coming back
(Teri Morgan) July-Aug.

Goodbye, comfort zone! (ReneeOchs) Oct.
Good visit in Yakima (Ron Elston) Jan.
Helping our mother church with my father pastor
(Jenna Wethington) June.

How to give away 3,000 bottles of water
(Gretchen Ziviebel) Oct.

I had a hole in my heart (John Conrod) Dec.

It was so hot... (Jeanne Yurke) Sept.
Let the games (and worship) begin!
(Ana Priest) June

Letting go of a dresun
(Rachel&Adam Mackintosh) Nov.

Life after Conference (TeriMorgan) Sept.
"Lone Sabbathkeeper"? (Jeanne Yurke) May
Medical mission proposed
(Amanda Graffius Barbee) Nov.

Midwest mom receives Robe of Achievement Dec.

New pastor at Faith SDB (Ron Elston) Jan.
North Loup sponsors new work in Lincoln
(Ron Elston) Jan.

Pioneers in the pioneer valley (Lois Steir) July-Aug.
Possessing the Promised Land
(Juneta West) April

Presenting His Word in Grandview
(Ron Elston) Jan.

Profile of a soldier March

Senators hear God's voice (Kevin Butler) March
Sierra Leone: Churches growing along

with challenges (KirkLooper) Jan.
Soundings from Down Under (John Camenga) Dec.
Striving to meet needs in Malawi
(Kirk Looper) Jan.

The call to Covenant (Kenneth Smith) Nov.
The first 200 years (StanleyAllen) Oct.
The gifts of the Magi (Dale Rood) Dec.
The mission field of Army Chaplaincy

(Captain Jerry Johnson) March
The search for "a home church"

(Hugh & Vinnette Mitchell) July-Aug.
Three flames of love (Danielle & Tiffany

Crowder, Amberle Thorngate) June
Tribute to Don A. Sanford, Historian
(Janet Thorngate) Feb.

Visibility matters (Ron Elston) Jan.
Website visibility (Justin Hibbard) June
We've a story to tell (John B. Peil) Dec.
Why haven't I gone to Conference?

(Jennifer Pluff) April
Why I observe the Sabbath (Don Graffius) May

Local news and events

Alfred, NY July-Aug.
Alfred Station, NY June, Oct.
Battle Creek, MI Feb., Sept.
Central, MD May, Oct.

Grand Rapids, MI Feb.
Miami, FL April
Paint Rock, AL Oct.

Salem, WV July-Aug.

Shiloh, NJ Dec.
Stonefort, IL Sept.
Texarkana, AR July-Aug.
White Cloud, MI Oct.
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Christian Education by Andrew J. Camenga

TEACHING
THE WORD.

Positive changes in The Heiping Hand
Have you seen The Helping

Hand in Bible Study recently? If you
haven't, I encourage you to get a copy

to see how helpful it has become.
Most Seventh Day Baptist church

es have Sabbath School classes, and
many SDBs who live too far away
to attend a church hold family Bible
studies.

We organize such studies so that
we can grow together in Christ. We
want to maintain our focus on Scrip
ture so God can reveal Himself and

His will to us, all the while drawing
us closer to Him. The Helping Hand
is designed to help us stay dedicated
to this goal.

Long-term and
short-term direction

The Helping iVi7/2</provides both
long-term and short-term direction.

The lesson plans on which the
quarterly is based tries to cover much
of the Bible in a six-year cycle. While
all of the Bible isn't included in any
given cycle, the group that plans
the cycle carefully analyzes what
Scriptures are being used and
which are being missed as a new

series is drawn up.
In addition to this long-term

direction, The Helping Hand^x^^s
us each quarter by using a theme to

tie together multiple lessons. These
themes help us remember the past
lessons, and how a particular Scrip
ture passage relates to other verses.
All of this aids in understanding and
appreciating the breadth and depth
of what God intends for us to learn.

Encourages discussion
The Helping Hand also encour

ages group discussion.

meaningftil group discussion.

Develops Bible skills
The Helping Hand helps

its readers develop personal Bible-
study skills.
The "Daily Bible Meditations"

encourage you to ponder a passage
each day. Those who work through
the meditations will come to the

group discussion with their heads

We want to maintain our focus

on Scripture so God can reveal
Himself and His will to us.

Each week includes a three-

sentence "Heart of the Lesson."

This identifies what the lesson is

about and asks a question about
life. It also hints at how the pas
sage can answer that question.

Following the "Heart of the Les
son" are two or three goals which
encourage the class leader to cover
the facts of the lesson, as well as un
cover how the Scripture applies to
life today. These sections, along with
commentary that explains the pas
sage, provide a starting point for

In 2006, Christian Education Emphasis Sabbath will be held on the
Sabbath following Labor Day (September 9, 2006).

To all who gave money or sent notes in response to the Boardfe spe
cial fundfaising effort in Sober, thanlyou for your generou s financial
support and gracious encouragement.

full of thoughts, questions, insights,
and confessions.

The questions that are provided
each week encourage us to notice
the basic facts of the text and explore
how the passage might influence our
daily lives.

But wait, therefe more!
In addition to all these elements,

each lesson:

• includes hints for teaching
• provides devotional passages
related to the theme

• reminds people to explore the
context by naming background
texts

• provides a related verse to
memorize

The Helping Hand in Bible
Study is an excellent tool for Sab
bath School classes or personal Bible
study. If you haven't seen it recently,
why not order a copy? Sr



FOCUS Togo has much
on Missions to overcome by Kirk Looper

In the fall of 2004,1 received a
message from Pastor Daniel Kan-
yandekwe of Togo in West Africa,
indicating that he was interested in
obtaining more information about
Seventh Day Baptists.

With assistance from our Con

ference headquarters in Janesville,
Wis., we sent Pastor Kanyandekwe
a set of tracts and some books to

help familiarize him with SDBs. It
didn't take long for him to respond.
He said that he had received the

shipment, and that he—along with
his family and congregation—was
studying the material.

Pastor Kanyandekwe and the
others discovered that our SDB

beliefs were exactly what they had
expected, and that they were in
complete agreement with them.
It took a year for them to estab
lish the first Seventh Day Baptist
Church in Togo.
The pastor has spent the last

two years building up a number
of interested groups that have join
ed him to form an SDB Conference

in Togo. We praise God for open
ing doors so that people can be
exposed to the Gospel!
One of the difficulties of organ

izing and developing a Conference
is coming up with reliable ways
of communication. In many cases,
the internet has been a godsend.

Pastor Kanyandekwe uses the
internet at home but cannot use it

when "in the bush." He has to wait

until he gets back home before he
can contact me about his work.

When at home, he asks me ques
tions via the internet and requests
study materials to assist him in
organizing a Conference in Togo.

In October of 2005, the north
ern section of Togo was invaded by
grasshoppers that destroyed all of
the crops. Since then, the rains have

ceased and the resulting drought has
made life almost imbearable. The es

timated cost to support those living
in that area is well over $300,000
in U.S. funds.

Understandably, we are most
concerned about the welfare of those

in Togo who are affiliated with the
SDB Conference. But some of the

money that is sent is shared with
other family members who may
not be part of the Conference.

Pastor Kanyandekwe had high
expectations when he told me that
they needed a large sum of money,
so I had to quickly explain about
our polity and the availability of
funds from our Conference. After

clarifying the situation for him, he
appeared to be more willing to ac
cept what limited help we could
offer. He continues to let us know

that the needs remain.

A group of church leaders travel
ed 375 miles north toward the West
African country of Burkina Faso
(formerly Upper Volta). It was in
this region that the grasshoppers
wreaked such havoc. The inhabi

tants there do not know Jesus.

Church leaders traveling there
were like explorers, arriving with
just what they could carry. Located
near the desert, it was difficult to

find water to drink, and the tem
perature was always around 95
degrees Fahrenheit.
The people in that area believe

that no man can survive without

a fetich (god) that he must offer
sacrifices to.

The church leaders explain
ed to the people that there is only
one God, and that He sent Jesus
to earth to set everyone free from
their sins. Some of the inhabi

tants understood, but they were
mostly the younger people and
children.

The older people didn't respond
to the message. Instead, they stay
ed in their homes and sacrificed to

their fetiches \o protect their chil
dren. However, they did allow their
children to come to the meetings
and hear about Jesus,

The visitors explained that there
is One Who is more powerful than
fetiches and other spirits, and His
name is God—the Eternal Father

Who doesn't have origin and doesn't
depend on men to exist.

In preparation for their trek, the
leaders had packed "surgeon solu
tion" in a small container, along
with some cotton, to use if anyone
was injured while traveling.

The church leaders found them

selves surrounded by children who
were very poor and had infected
sores on their legs. They used all
of their surgical supplies to clean
the children's wounds. Before leav

ing the village, they were pleased
to see that the wounds had healed.

The villagers thought that the
men were doctors until they were
told otherwise. The chm*chmen

did tell the villagers that they were
"healed" by Jesus. They told them
that the reason for their trip w£is
to heal the people from their sins
through Jesus Christ.

In this area of Afiica, the people's
lives, in general, are miserable. They
don't have clean water to drink, and
they live in huts where mosquitoes
bite freely, spreading deadly malaria.
It is impossible to find mosquito nets
in the villages to protect them while
they sleep. Even Pastor Kanyandek
we developed malaria upon return
ing to Lome, the capital of Togo.

Our SDB brethren in West Africa

continue to request funds to allow
them to return to their villages with
nutritious food, clean water, and life-
saving mosquito nets. Sr

December 2005 17



A

the BEACON
Produced by the Youth Committee of the Board of Christian Education

For and by members of the SDB Youth Fellowship December 2005

Family influences
by Ben Wright, Milton, Wis.

For me, my family includes my
mother and father, and brother and
sisters. It also includes my stepdad,
and especially my aunt and uncle
and their children.

All these people played a criti
cal role in shaping my character
and making me who I am today.
After all, that's what a family is—
the people who love you enough
to raise you through pain and trials
and self-sacrifice in order to make

you a better person.
What is family to you?
In some cases, the family hurts

and tears down. The world is full

of families that lack love and pro
mote suffering.

Without God, the family loses
much of its meaning. In that case,
everything is a game of self-interest.
However, with God, the family
reaches its full potential.
From Adam and Eve on, the family

has been the first social experience
to train a new human to be a proper
member of society. That's the fam
ily's primary purpose: to raise chil
dren to be productive members of
their environment.

All of us were taught the basics
firom our family—right and wrong,
consequences, proper and improper
behavior. Most importantly, family
is how we learn to relate to other

people.
Things like love, anger, loyalty,

forgiveness, and justice are first ex
perienced in the setting of family.

and it is there that these emotions

are usually felt most strongly. The
family is a place where we can grow
emotionally in a safe environment.

Are we setting a godly example?
I say this with special regard to sib
lings. As brothers and sisters, we
are all growing together; therefore,
we should support and encourage
each other.

Too often, we may be distracted by
petty rivalries and arguments.I know
that I have been guilty of that too
many times myself. But those things
really don't matter. In fact, they are
actually a source of valuable experi
ence, foreshadowing more porten
tous situations in the world.

All families have problems, but
God uses even these to prepare us
and help us grow, just as He prom
ised.

While the family is one of God's
most important institutions physi
cally, it also affects us spiritually. In
the New Testament, the Church is
repeatedly compared to a family. As
fellow believers, we need to be close
to each other so that we may learn
and be encouraged.

This is the way we are united in
order to accomplish God's will here
on earth. Christ is the Head, and we
are the Body. The Church should be
a place of love and acceptance, a safe
environment for spiritual

Satan understands the importance
of family, too. He attacks God's work
in both the physical and spiritual

realms. That is why we need to guard
against temptations that are design
ed to undermine our relationships.
What hurts more than losing a

dear family member? Or feeling be
trayed by someone we love?

These sorts of things cause us to
question God. They also break down
the ties that make us strong in the
Lord. They create a point of weak
ness that Satan seeks to exploit.

I can tell you this from personal
experience, because two of my own
sisters have rejected Christ in the
past few years. This is a source of
great trial. I have lost something in
my connection to them, so much so
that it's hard to think of them as a

part of my family anymore.
The lesson I've learned through

all of this is that God is faithful. No

matter what happens, I know it will
be for His glory. So I have hope, and
so can everyone else.
We need to be a positive influence,

leading our younger ones by example
while learning through the actions of
our elders.

The same goes for the Church.
We need to support each other in
our spiritual walks. How do you
encourage your brothers and sisters
in Christ? How do you learn from
your elders? Do you set an example
for those younger than yourself?

(ReadEphes. 2:19 andRom.
12:10.)
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by Leanne Lippincott

9Yon? toe see bui a poor reflecHon as in a mirror:
then we shall see face io face."—i Cor. 13 :12
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Making Chrisfs Mission

OV-H Mission

Luke 4:18

Houghton, N.Y. August 6-12, 2006

More than just the doorway
It's December, and much of

the world has turned its thought
to Christmas!

For me, music is the highlight. I
love to hear all the Christmas songs
that have been written through the
years. My children and I have pre
pared many songs to bring attention
to the season. However, I would like
to direct our thoughts to how Christ
mas—Christ's birth—ties in with this
year's Conference theme of "Making
Christ's Mission Our Mission."

The Gospel of Luke records the
angel's song "Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, good
will toward men" (Luke 2:14). The
angels were revealing the birth of
the Messiah-Savior, and showing his
purpose in coming—"to bring peace."
"What peace did he bring?" you

may ask. The world is so full of
wrong, hatred, greed, jealousy,
and strife.

The carol, "I Heard the Bells,"
expresses exactly the same doubt
in verse three: "And in despair I
bowed my head; there is no peace
on earth I said, for hate is strong
and mocks the song of peace on
earth, good will to men."

Yet, that carol goes on to express
great hope: "Then pealed the bells
more loud and deep: God is not dead,
nor doth He sleep; the wrong shall
fail, the right prevail, with peace on
earth, good will to men."
We need to remember that we

don't have to belong to the world
anymore. A choice has been given
to the people of the world. We may
choose to receive Jesus the Christ,

or we may choose to receive Satan
the deceiver, the "father of lies,"
the accuser.

The birth of Jesus the Messiah
was just the beginning of Christ's
mission! It is the door of entry to the
Kingdom of Heaven. It is the begin
ning of the straight and narrow path.

I'm concerned that so often the
Church allows the doorway to be
come the whole story. Without
Christ's birth, there would be no
final victory. Luke 4:18 declares
that Jesus' purpose is "to preach
the gospel to the poor:... heal the
brokenhearted; deliverance for
the captives... recovering of sight
to the blind... set at liberty them
that are bruised..."

We have allowed the Church to be

so focused on the door that many in
the church continue to live as bro-

Let's truly
celebrate our

Savior's birth by
experiencing the
whole promise.

The President's Page
by Robert Van Horn

kenhearted, bruised, blind captives.

As you consider the joyous mes
sage of Christ's birth and his promise
of peace, ask yourself, "Am I experi
encing that promise?" Do you know
how to help others experience that
promise? What is the peace that
Christ offers?

This Christmas, let's celebrate
the victory God achieved when
Jesus the Christ was born. The vic

tory is God's peace to all who are
willing to receive it.

John 14:27 put it this way: "Peace
I leave with you; my peace I give
you." (NIV).

Let's truly celebrate our Savior's
birth by experiencing the whole
promise. Thank you, God, for com
ing into the world as the incarnate
form of Your Son, Jesus. %
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Your next step: Tithing

Almost everyone knows
about tithing. Tithing is an age-
old concept, endorsed by many
major religions in the world. To
tithe, for Christians, is to give
back 10 percent of your earn
ings to your local church.

My vision is that all Seventh
Day Baptists tithe. Together, we
can make the Church work for

social and humanitarian causes.

I realize that this vision probably
won't happen, and that's a shame.
Those who choose not to tithe-

even though God has instructed
us to do so—will miss an upgraded
personal relationship with God
and the accompanying blessings.

I know some of you will give
the excuse, "The Church does not
need my money; they already have
enough." Others of you will say,
"God doesn't need money. What
would He do with it?"

These reasons are the great
"cop-outs."

Of course, God doesn't need your
money! However, those who are in
true need do need our help, and this
includes financial support. If it were
simply left up to us as individuals, we
would do little or nothing to identify
these people or help them in their
time of need.

My "ideal" church would also tithe
by taking lo percent of their annual
budget and commit to giving to other
causes outside the emphasis of their

local body. This tithe might be desig
nated as a ministry gift to the SDB
General Conference, or to one of our
denominational Boards or Agencies,
or to a humanitarian cause such as

Samaritan's Purse or the Salvation

Army.

The church tithe could be distrib

uted to many great Christian causes
around the world. Your church's

efforts should create new ministry
opportunities that benefit many
who come in contact with it.

I also have a challenge for each
of you personally: I would like those
of you who have not given in this
way to take the Next Step in tithing.

If you will commit to tithe for only

by Executive Director
RobAppel

a three-month period, it will give
you the chance to witness firsthand
the gift of tithing. And, yes, it is a
gift. God gave it to us, and we are
to pass His gifts along to others.
You can hear all the tithing

testimonies "until the cows come

home," but they will mean nothing
to you unless you try tithing for
yourself. It is someliiing that you
have to experience on your own.

I would like to hear back from

you about the changes in your fi
nances and the gifts God blessed
you with that you never experienced
before. Just to give it a name, I will
call this the "90 Day Tithe Program"
(90DTP).

As this concept is applied, it can
literally take the local church, our
Conference, and the world and let

them work in harmony, as God in
tended them to.

Giving:
• creates human dignity
• opens up possibilities
• miraculously changes lives
• works at our very soul and
radiates outward to every
area of our lives.

As we show the world that Sev

enth Day Baptists are truly a Next
Step People, let's take the next bold
step in our walk with God. Let's be a
Next Step People who obey God's de
sires for our lives by being those who
help others through our tithes.
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News

Chicken 'n Biscuits = $7,000 by Pat Cruzan

The Senior High Youth Group of
the Shiloh, N.J., Seventh Day Baptist
Church wanted to do something to
aid the victims of Hurricane Katrina.

They brainstormed and decided to
serve a Chicken 'n Biscuit dinner.

Within one hour, they made all
of the posters and came up with the
menu. Twenty-four hours later, Bar-
bra Davis—Shiloh's famous biscuit-
maker—offered her skills to help with
the project. Before long, the entire
church community was working to
gether to make this event happen.

About 750 biscuits and 375 din
ners later, the meal showed a profit
of $3,178. But that's not the end of
the story.

The Shiloh church has a fund
called the William Lupton Fund for
Needy Children. Enough was con
tributed from this account to raise

the total to $6,000.
When the church voted to help

with hurricane relief by adding
$1,000 from the Missionary Fund,
the Katrina drive reached a grand
total of $7,000. All of this was made
possible by everyone working to
gether to share God's love with oth
ers. But that's St?//not the end of

the story.
The Youth Group wanted to give

this money to an organization that
would give a// of the funds directly
to the victims without subtracting
any "administrative costs."

After learning of a telethon,
"Heart to Heart... Hand in Hand,"
on a local radio station—and hear

ing a Baton Rouge, La., preacher
talk about the desperate need for
nebulizers and hospital-quality
masks—the young people knew
they had found a real need to fill.
Many of the hurricane victims
are suffering from severe asthma
and the side effects of mold.

One of the largest donations
during the telethon came from the
Shiloh Youth Group. Some of the

Shiloh SDB Senior High Youth workers at Chicken 'n Biscuit fund raiser.

Lauren, Ariel,
andKelsy DuBois,
along with Matt

Lay ton, present the
Shiloh Youth Group's
check for Hurricane

Relief to co-chairmen
Greg Hennis (I.) and
Richard Meyers (r.).

unsSraMastercard + Amer
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One of the

largest donations
during the telethon
came from the

Shiloh Youth

Group,

young people went to Quinn Broad
casting with their check for $7,000
and had their TV debut!

"It was our way of showing the
victims that God loves them and

that we're here to help," Ariel
DuBois said.

Everyone at the telethon was
thrilled with the donation. In fact,
Pastor Don Chroniger of the Shiloh
church received a letter from the

"Heart to Heart" organization It
said, in part:
"What a blessing your Youth

Group was to our telethon. Their
effort astonished all of us involv
ed with this relief effort. Their dili
gence and faithfulness in helping
raise these kind of funds was truly
an example of the 'love of God' that
resides in them.

"Words cannot express how proud
we are of them. I know you are as
proud of them as we are! They are
truly an inspiration of what a Chris
tian should act like in this world...
and more so, what the young people
of today are capable of doing when
they put their hearts into something.
So often we hear only the bad things
about youth. Today, we heard some
great things. We are again remind
ed that they are truly the 'hope' of
tomorrow for our great nation. ■ %



Department Index for 2005
(Feature and Local news Index on page 15)

Columns

Pearls from the Past

A 385-year-old covenant Jan.
Stringing the Pearls Feb.
Sabbath promotion in ecumenism March
Restoring the Milton House April
A friend to slaves and SDBs May
'An Oasis in a Desert of Gloom' revisited June

An added voice to the heavenly
choir July-Aug.

An unforgettable character Sept.
A living legaq^ from an SDB school Oct.
Propping up PROP Nov.
An illegal vote on the Sabbath Dec.

Christian Education

Forward thinking Jan.
CJVd Column) Feb.
Strong, steady in memorizing March
Recognizing great teachers April
Pre-Con forms May
Directions to Youth Pre-Con June

The Directory is important July-Aug.
Scripture memory verses Sept.
Memorization participants Oct.
Teacher of the Year Nov.

Positive changes in The Helping Hand Dec.

Focus (Missions)

Gospel spread in Argentina Jan.
Malawi camps Feb.
Property improved in Guyana March
Changes in China April
Zambia pastors to be trained May
AIDS in the Cameroon June

Meeting leaders in Estonia July-Aug.
New works, good meetings Sept.
Manipur State, India Oct.
Progress in Mozambique Nov.
Togo has much to overcome Dec.

The Beacon

when you've reached that certain point Jan.
The Poem Feb.

The Rumor Mill March

Esther's courage April
Do you have an idol? May
Proud to be SDBs in Shiloh June

It's the end July-Aug.
Youth sing and act Sept.
Patience, please Oct.
"Fear not" Nov.

Family influences Dec.

Reflections

Redeem the time Jan.

I'm so glad I'm a part Feb.
Flying towards the Light March
Accounting for so much more April
Some things shouldn't change May
Fringe (memory) benefits June
What's the attraction? July-Aug.
Reaching new heights Sept.
And I thought /got wet Oct.
Autumn glows Nov.
A relative reconnect Dec.

Kevin's Korner

Knowing God firsthand
Facing a tsunami
Don't judge too quickly
Mice with no tail (or power)
What's the catch?

Warmth and romance (?)

....Jan.

....Feb.

March

.. April

... May

...June

.S/?hits the Web July-Aug.
Scattered thoughts of organized

Conference Sept.
A cleansing perspective Oct.
"I live to serve you" Nov.
A story to tell, a life to live Dec.
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New members

Montrose, CA

(Foothill ConunuTiiiy)
Scott Hausrath, pastor
Joined after baptism

Joy Perez
Joined after testimony

Jason Jacobs

Ronda Jacobs

John Verser

Paint Rock, AL
John D. Beuis, pastor
Joined after baptism

Nathan Bryn Butler
Joined after testimony

Glen Harris

Dear SR Correspondents,
Thank you for keeping us informed of your family news.
If you need more of the two-part information forms, please

let us know. You may also e-mail your updates to us at:

editor@seventhdaybaptist. org

If you mail in obituaries cut or copied from the newspaper,
please make sure that the death and service dates are listed,
along with the location of the burial. Thank you.

Current

Giving 2005

500,000
Annual Giving Budget for 2005

$ 483,253.00
450,000

400,000 Monthly Budgeted Giving $ 40,271.08
OctoberOS Giving 32.683.42

350.000 Over I (Under) $  (7,587.64

300,000

250,000

200,000

150,000

Current Giving for 2005 $272,783.77

$ (97,242.64) Under as of 31 Oct.
100,000

50,000
Calvin Babcock Assistant Treasurer

Correction
^

Last month, we reported on
a medical mission to Jamaica for
2006. The proposed dates (June
2 to July 2) were incorrect. The
dates should be June 23. to July
2. We apologize for the error.

Seventh Day

Baptist

Week of Prayer

T

January 1-7

— 2006 —

The annual prayer book
lets, sponsored by the SDB
World Federation, have

been sent to each church and

Conference. This yearS au
thor is fetor frt Caesar,
a vice president of the Sev
enth Day Baptist World Fed
eration froifi^^na. South

cirica.

We invite all of our

brothers and sisters to pin
in prayer that first eek of
inuary. rid on Sabbath,

inuary 7wencourag
you to take a special offer-
in^or the World Federa

tion. Details iil be sent

to your church.
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Obituaries

Van Horn.—Rowena Elizabeth

Randolph Van Horn, 90, of Co
lumbus, Ohio, went to be with
her Lord on July 22, 2005, at
the Arbors East Nursing Facility
in Columbus.

She was

born on May
22,1915, the ' fl
daughter of ^
Jesse Alexan- ^ g

der and Flora

Belle Randol-

ph in Salem,
W.Va. A gradu-
ate of Salem

College, she married Delmer E. Van
Horn on August 7,1935, at her moth
er's home in Salem. Pastor Van Horn

died in Januaiy of 1981.
Rowena was a lifelong member

of the Seventh Day Baptist denomi
nation. She filled many roles dur
ing her lifetime, including school
teacher, homemaker, pastor's wife,
cook extraordinaire, seamstress,
crocheter. Baptist World Alliance
secretary, library assistant, SDB
Women's Board member, and
church secretary.

As a pastor's wife, she served
with her husband at SDB church

es in Little Genesee and Adams

Center, N.Y.; Hebron, Pa.; Wash
ington, D.C.; and Lost Creek,
W.Va.

She served on camp staff in
whatever capacity was needed

at Camp Harmony for the Cen
tral New York Association, and
at Camp Joy for the Appala
chian Association.

Rowena loved the Lord and

her family. She received great joy
in seeing each descendant grow
in Christ and serve him. She de
lighted in reaching the age of 90,
and enjoyed reading her many
birthday cards and letters over
and over again. She remarked

that the Lord had given her a full
and varied life, in spite of being
"a simple country girl."

Rowena continued to the end

with dignity, always concerned for
the welfare of others. She had great
love for everyone who visited and
served her in the nursing home.

Survivors include two daugh
ters, Wanda Hughes of Sharon,
Mass., and Linda Camenga of
Beenleigh, Queensland, Australia;
three sons, Arnold of Eagle River,
Ark., Darwin of Centerburg, Ohio,
and Pastor Robert Van Horn of

Reynoldsburg, Ohio; 11 grandchil
dren, and 12 great-grandchildren.
In addition to her husband, she was
preceded in death by one sister, Eula
Post; two brothers, Floris and War
ren Randolph; and one grandson,
Mark Hughes.

Services were held on July 26,
2005, at the Greathouse Funeral
Home in Salem. A memorial service

was held on July 30, 2005, at the
SDB Church in Pataskala, Ohio.

Mendes.—Juanita Bessie
(Carson) Mendes, 75, of Los
Angeles, Calif., died peacefully
on October 13,2005, at Downey
Care Center in Downey, Calif.
She was born on July 15,1930,

in Los Angeles, the daughter of
Odell and Esther (Davis) Carson.
She graduated from Polytechnic
High School in 1948. In 1963, she
married Gregory O. Mendes, who
died in 1995.

Juanita wanted to raise children,
but none were born to her after many
unsuccessful pregnancies. She did

take great joy in the rest of her fam
ily, and was a loyal wife, daughter,
sister, and a favorite aunt. For 40
years, she was the family's hostess
for every holiday dinner, also faith
fully hosting Sabbath lunches dur
ing much of that time.

When her elderly mother could
no longer care for herself, Juanita
brought her into her home and
cared for her.

Juanita also enjoyed her church.
She was part of Seventh Day Bap
tist congregations for over 70 years,
most recently a member of the Foot
hill Community SDB Church in Mon-
trose, Calif. She confirmed her faith
in Jesus Christ by being baptized
at age 31.

Juanita was a gifted artist,
focusing on drawing and painting.
She was an award-winning mem
ber of the Beverly Hills (Calif.) Art
Club, and produced large murals for
churches. She also did portraits for
individuals and graphic artwork
for businesses.

She leaves behind her mother,
Esther Lewis, age 96; one sister,
Estelle Abbebe; one brother, Jona
than Lewis; two stepdaughters, Joy
Lynn ("Jackie") and Judy; nieces
and nephews, and many grand-
nieces and grandnephews.

Funeral services were held on

October 19, 2005, at the Inglewood
(Calif.) Cemetery Chapel. Her neph
ew, Pastor Charlton Davis, and Pas
tor Scott Hausrath officiated. Burial

was in the Inglewood Park Cemetery.

Vance.—Joyce Vance, 72, of New
Hope, Ala., died on November

5,2005.
She was born on November 1,

1933, and was a member of the

Paint Rock, Ala., Seventh Day
Baptist Church.

Survivors include one daughter,
Teresa Whisenant; two sons, Larry
and Randy Blythe; and three grand
children.

The funeral service was held

on November 7 at the New Hope
Funeral Home, with Pastor John
D. Bevis officiating. Burial was
in Morris Cemeteiy.
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Pastor, missionary, and computer pioneer passes

John Amandus Conrod, 65,
of Denver, Colo., died on August 7,

2005, at the Lutheran Medical Cen
ter in Wheatridge, Colo., from com
plications of Multiple Sclerosis.
He was born on January 26,1940,

in Chicago, 111., the son of James and
Frieda (Steffens) Conrod. He gradu
ated from Lane Technical High
School in Chicago, and earned a BA
in Business Administration at Seattle
(Wash.) Pacific College in 1961. In
1969, he earned a Master of Divinity
degree from Eastern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary in Philadelphia, Pa.
On September 2,1961, he married

Joyce Lee Day in Renton, Wash.
John pastored Seventh Day Bap

tist churches in Chicago; Kansas City,
Mo.; Washington, D.C.; Salemville,
Pa.; Marlboro, N.J.; and Denver,
Colo. He also served the Hemet

(Calif.) SDH Fellowship.
He and his family enjoyed serv

ing as SDB missionaries in Malawi,
Africa, from 1969 to 1972. Upon
returning to the U.S., he served
the Pacific Coast Association as

Field Pastor from 1972-74.
In addition to his pastoral

Rev. John A. Conrod

1940 - 2005

duties, John served on several
denomination boards and commit

tees, including the Tract Society
and COSAR, lending his expertise
in accounting matters. Several
times, he filled in as temporary
editor of The Helping Hand.

John also contributed sever

al tracts, including, "It Is Your
Decision," later translated for

use in Malawi, and "A Hole in
Your Heart," a children's Gospel
tract. He developed and publish
ed "Guide to Bible Understand

ing," a study of the SDB Covenant.
Because of his children's early in

terest in computers, he co-authored
two books entitled, "Computer Bible
Games."

Pastor Conrod founded New

Covenant Ministries, enabling him
to serve various churches on a part-
time basis, and the Mid-Continent
Association of SDBs in evangelistic
outreach on the Internet.

He edited an Internet newsletter

list for 10 years that had up to 300
subscribers at times. He also seived

in many capacities for the Bible Sab
bath Association.

John leaves behind his wife, Joyce,
of Lakewood, Colo; two sons, Michael
of Lakewood and Philip of Maple Val
ley, Wash.; two brothers, one sister,
four grandchildren, and many nieces
and nephews.
A memorial service was held at

the Denver SDB Church on August
10, 2005, with his brother. Rev.
James Conrod, officiating. Sons
Michael offered music, while Philip
delivered the eulogy. Other family
members gave testimonies on how
John influenced their lives.

A wife remembers

Many Recorder readers will re
member John as a Seventh Day Bap
tist pastor, missionary, and Helping
Hand contributor.

He also maintained about 90

websites for SDB churches in the

forministries.com network.

As John became more and more

isolated by his Multiple Sclerosis, he
expanded his acquaintances in secu
lar areas. This was dramatically
brought home to me at his memorial
service and later as the sympathy
cards and e-mails rolled in.

About 20 of the people attending
the memorial service knew John out

side of the Seventh Day Baptist con
text. Here are a few of the comments

that I received on John's behalf.

»His doctor 0/25years: "He
[John] was very realistic about his
condition. He didn't chase rainbows

but dealt in practical ways with the
problems caused by MS."
•A visiting nurse: "It was nice to

be able to discuss Christian concerns

with a patient who was interested in
the world outside his situation."

*A member of the YMCA: "John's
determination to do something no
matter how physically difficult in
spired many of us to keep on moving,
even when the circumstances seemed

to be against it."
•A staff member of the YMCA:

"John encouraged me to continue my

by Joyce Conrod

witness for Christ by being a good
example as an employee. He also
challenged my knowledge of the
Bible and encouraged more Bible
study."
•A neighbor: "It was good to see

that family life could continue even
with a nursing home situation."
•Afellow MS friend: "His daily

joke was a way for us to share the gift
of laughter."
•A fellow Internet correspondent:

"I wept when I heard of his death."
These are a few of the everyday

facets that represented John's earth
ly life.

•Joyce Conrod: "He was my best
friend."



Editorial

A story to teii,
a life to live

R  I just returned from one of the last
parent/teacher conferences that Janet
and I will have to attend.N  Jackson, our "baby" (all 6-foot 3-inches
of him), is a high school junior. He's driv
ing himself to classes, gaining more inde-Ependence, expanding his musical skills,
increasing in confidence, and generally
growing up before our eyes.R With three siblings preceding him
at Janesville's Craig High School, we've
seen some of the same teachers at these

semi-annual conferences every year
since 1995.

We're always proud to hear how our students favor
ably impressed their teachers and fellow classmates.

It's fun to have their instructors tell us, "You've done
a good job." "She's a keeper!" "I'd love to have several
more of him in my class." "Oh, she is such a sweetheart!'
"A positive influence on the other students." "Can I take
him home with me?" (With this last question—after con
sidering the food, laundiy, and gas bills—I almost reply,
"Would you, please?")

The Lord has blessed us with great offspring.
As the kids move out and move on (Matt's getting

married on New Year's day!), I rejoice in knowing that
they are well-adjusted and well-educated young people.
But 1 have to ask myself a few questions:
How did we do in passing on our faith?
Did we clearly convey the most important value?

I can truly appreciate the comment in Rowena Van
Horn's obituary (on p. 25), "She received great joy in
seeing each descendant grow in Christ and serve him."

I know that each one of our kids has made a com

mitment to Christ and are striving to walk with their
Lord. Do their choices and lifestyles always reflect
that? Do mine??

I may write for a Christian publication, and
preach behind a pulpit, but that doesn't make
me the best example to follow. How is my
living testimony?
How about a commitment to the Sab

bath? Will it be a priority for our children?
Or will they say, "Oh yeah, that's the day
Dad goes to church and then comes
home to take a nap..."

I wonder what kind of "parent/Great
Teacher conference" will happen at
the end of their days? My prayer
is that they will hear things
like: "You've done

a good job."
"You're a

keeper!"
"I'd love to

have several

more of you in
My Heaven." "Can I
take you Home with Me?"

SDB Grapevine—Do You Want to Know?

We have joked about the "SDB Grapevine" over the years. It was a tool to get news out quick
ly. Today, it may not be the most efficient way to communicate what is going on within your
General Conference. You might get news, but not always the correct facts.
How would you like to receive "cutting edge" ministry news as it is developing? If you would

like to receive a new monthly E-Newsletter from the Center offices, please send your e-mail to
robappel@seventhdaybaptist.org. You will become an "insider" on SDB news happening today!

—Executive Director Rob Appel
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Periodicals postage paid

at Janesville, WI
and additional offices

Important Memo;

To: Friends of

The Sabbath Recorder

From: Editor Kevin Butler

Did you know that The Sabbath Recorder

IS FUNDED BY YOUR GIFTS? YoUR DONATION TO

The Sabbath Recorder is part of the total

SDB denominational budget.

I HOPE THAT YOU HAVE BEEN ENJOYING THE

MAGAZINE DURING THIS PAST YEAR AND WILL

BE ABLE TO MAKE A TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATION

TO THIS PART OF OUR SEVENTH DaY BaPTIST

CONNECTION AND OUTREACH. MaY GoD BLESS

YOU AND Thank You.

Grace and Peace,

YES! I want to help the ministry of The Sabbath Recorder!
Q Enclosed is my GIFT for The SR

□ $100 □ $50 □ $25 □

□ Please CHANGE my address to:

m Please REMOVE my name from the mailing list

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Please send form to: The Sabbath Recorder, PO Box 1678, Janesville WI 53547-1678
Or, go to ivwiv,seventhdaybaptist,org and make your donation through Pay PaL Thanks!


