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The seventh day
 God commanded that the seventh day (Saturday) be kept holy. Jesus agreed by keeping it as a day of worship. We observe the seventh  
day of the week (Saturday) as God’s Holy Day as an act of loving obedience—not as a means of salvation. Salvation is the free gift of God through  
Jesus our Lord. It is the joy of the Sabbath that makes SDBs a people with a difference.
 For more information, write: The Seventh Day Baptist Center, 3120 Kennedy Road, PO Box 1678, Janesville, WI 53547-1678. Phone (608) 
752-5055; FAX (608) 752-7711; E-mail: sdbgen@seventhdaybaptist.org and the SDB Web site: www.seventhdaybaptist.org

Who are Seventh Day Baptists?
 If you’ve never read The Sabbath Recorder before, you might be wondering who Seventh Day Baptists are. 
 Like other Baptists, we believe in:

 our authority for our faith and daily conduct.
 

  acceptance of Christ as Savior and Lord.

 Holy Spirit.

 Every church member has the right to partici pate 
  in the decision-making process of the church.

Wednesdays for Fasting and Prayer

 Jesus said, “Go into all nations and make disciples.” Are we reaching 
even our own nation?
 Last year General Conference passed an important recommendation. 
In response to the continuing interest and passion in church planting 
throughout the denomination, delegates made their desire known that 
each Wednesday should be a day of fasting and prayer to seek God’s 
guidance in this matter.
 Each Wednesday will focus on:

ness to respond to the call.

manpower to be raised to establish the program.

 Let’s unify in prayer. Allow the Lord to direct you to commit 15 minutes of your day to prayer. Let’s pray 

missions! To God be the glory!

The Lost Creek 
SDB Church in Lost 
Creek, West Virginia 
is prayerfully seeking 
pastoral candidates. 

If you feel God’s calling 
to lead our church, 
please contact Rick 

Fenstermacher at (304) 
745-3841 or e-mail: 
raf4043@yahoo.com

The Shiloh, New Jersey church 
is sorting through their music 
library. They have lots of choir 
music and other music books 
to be given away. 
    Yes—given away!

Please contact the church at pdlchron@netzero.com 
or call 856-455-0488 to make arrangements. 
Get it? Arrangements? Music?   Never mind.



3 October 2011

Laughing, loving, listening
and licking (cupcakes) ................................................5
 by Ann Pangburn
 Seeing your friendship with Jesus—in a cupcake?

Fourth time is a charm ................................................ 7
 by Debbie Alldredge
 A winning recipe for a women’s retreat.

Enjoying the presence of God and each other ..............8
 by Althea Rood
 They followed a book—and their hearts—to be with God.

Jesus and a room full of pregnant women ................. 10
 by Linda Bentz
 How a humble back massage led others to the Lord.

College rights a wrong ................................................11
 by Kevin Butler
 Conference host goes beyond saying “my bad.”

The music and miles live on ...................................... 12
 by Kevin Butler
 They sang generations before “Stained Glass.”

Women’s Society 13

The Nick of Time 14
An anniversary riddle

Center on Ministry 15
COM updates

Christian Education 16
Memorization participants

Focus on Missions 17
Welcoming our
new Executive

The Beacon 18
Excuses, Excuses!

Young Adults 19
Are we limiting God?

President’s Page 20
Don’t put it off!

Alliance In Ministry 21
Too often 
misinformed

Financial Faith 22
How waiting on tables
can spread God’s Word

Vacation was just ‘ducky’

Local news 25
 Old Stonefort, IL 

 
Kevin’s Korner 27
Stories from space

October 2011
Volume 233, No. 10
Whole No. 6,976

A Seventh Day Baptist publication
SabbathRecorder.org

The Sabbath Recorder (ISSN 0036-214X) 
(USPS 474460) is published monthly (com-
bined July & August) by the SDB General  
Conference’s Tract and Communication  
Council, 3120 Ken nedy Road, PO Box 1678, 
Janes ville, WI 53547-1678. This publica tion is 
distributed at no cost to members and friends 
of Seventh Day Baptist church es and is made 
possible by donations from its readers. Periodi-
cals postage paid at Janesville, WI, and addi-

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
The Sabbath Recorder, 3120 Kennedy Road, 
PO Box 1678, Janesville, WI 53547-1678

This is the 167th year of  publication for  
The Sabbath Re cord er. First issue  
published, June 13, 1844. Member of the 
Associated Church Press. The Sab bath 
Recorder does not necessarily endorse 
signed articles.

Establ. 1844

Kevin Butler
Editor

editor@seventhdaybaptist.org

  = Editor’s Circle members

Contributing Editors
Rob Appel, Andrew J. Camenga, Kristin 

Camenga, Jessica Chroniger, Barb Green, 
Nicholas Kersten, Gordon Lawton,

G. Kirk Looper, Rebecca Olson, John
Pethtel, Morgan Shepard. 

WRITERS: Please type manuscripts double spaced. 
Only manuscripts that include a stamped, addressed 
envelope can be returned. Unsolicited manuscripts 
are welcomed; how ever, they will be considered on 
a space available basis. No remuneration is given 
for any article that appears in this publication. Paid 
advertising is not accepted.

SR

EC

Features

Departments



4 The SR

FeaturesSR

Where two or three
get together

Women’s Retreats revive the soul

The latest “Simply Put” Women’s Society 
newsletter highlighted three women’s retreats 
held this year. Editor Jeanne Yurke hoped 
that other women’s groups could get fresh 
ideas and host their own retreat. We thank 
Jeanne for spreading the word about these 
revitalizing ministry opportunities.
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Laughing, Loving,
Listening and Licking (cupcakes)

 I’ve started to write so many 
times about the women’s retreat we 
had this past March, but I’ve erased 
it each time and begun again. It 
seems so important to “get it right” 
and do justice to the treasure–the 
gift–that Jesus gave all of us who 
gathered from 10 churches and as 
many cities to sit at Jesus’ Throne 
for two days.
 The old song says, “And we walk-
ed with Him and we talked with 
Him…” We did that deeply. Added 
to it was the amazing blessing of 
laughing with Him. Laughter in the 
throne room with the King of kings: 
what a wonder!
 Laughing with Him helped us 
see ourselves candidly in some 

comediennes’ stories and allowed 
His love, His healing, His joy to go 
deeply into our hearts. One woman 
wrote a thank-you saying that she 
had grown closer to the Lord than 
she’d ever been, and that the Lord 

Northeast

by Ann Pangburn
 Verona, N.Y.

To Summarize

Location: Verona, N.Y.
Participants: About 50 women 
each year; women of faith from 
all denominations
Facilities: Stayed in people’s homes 
(used church’s fellowship hall in past 
years). Program itself was held in the 
church building.

The Verona, N.Y., SDB Church
meetinghouse and fellowship hall.

Laughing
with Him
helped us

see ourselves
candidly.

““

””

cont. next page
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Who knew that friendship with
Jesus could so easily and
creatively be portrayed by
decorating cupcakes with
frosting and candy?

SR

had healed up old things. He truly 
“bore our griefs and healed up the 
brokenhearted” as Isaiah said the 
Messiah would. 
 Some of the events that blessed 
us were Jeanne Robertson and the 
“Pashmina Toss Flip” story on vid-
eo Friday night, teaching how to 
live out 1 Corinthians 13:4-6. Then 
Chonda Pierce (again by video) 
gave her testimony on Saturday 
evening. Both nights we stayed and 
worshiped till late, just enjoying His 
presence and one another’s, plac-
ing our praises and requests in the 
prayer bowls, and making new and 

 Two things you would never 
want to miss were the workshops 
and crafts on Sabbath afternoon. 
The Sabbath School lesson was on 
“What the Bible says about being 
a good friend.” The content was 
divided into three categories: Love, 
commitment, and forgiveness.
 Our afternoon workshop was 
on “Good Listening” and 10 women 

skits that brought tears to our eyes. 
Fortunately, the tears were the re-
sult of laughing so hard.

 The “Hello Cupcake” contest 
amazed and amused everyone also. 
Who knew that friendship with Je-
sus could so easily and creatively be 
portrayed by decorating cupcakes 
with frosting and candy? White 
elephant gifts and gourmet meals 

hilarious, enjoyable weekend of 
growing closer to the Lord and to 
one another.

 We come prepared to receive 
much when we attend women’s 
retreat and we always do. We also 
give to others at each year’s event. 
This year almost 20 hygiene kits for 
disaster relief were collected. They 
were delivered to the Church World 
Service regional center in North 
Syracuse. Nice job, ladies! 
 One of the delights of women’s 
retreat is when out-of-town friends 
attend. Four friends from the Ber-
lin, N.Y., church came. It was so 
good to see them again. They and 
two out-of-town Verona-ites, for a 
total of six, stayed with the Pang-
burns. It was a real sleepover (and 
a little more comfortable than stay-

hall).
 I don’t know how we’ll top this 
one for next year. It was so great. 
Even though it’s a lot of work and 
an incredible amount of planning 

get letters from women who call it 
a “mountaintop experience” that 
“equipped them to go back down 
the mountain and serve the Lord”… 
well, then it’s all worth it. See you 
next year!

Almost 20
hygiene kits for
disaster relief

were
collected.
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Fourth time is a charm
by Debbie Alldredge
 Seattle Area SDB Church

Northwest

Ruth Burdick (right) led the 
Bible study on Grace. The 
northwest area ladies 
gathered at a con-
ference center in
Auburn, Wash.

“Dear friends, let us love one 
another, for love comes from God.” 
That verse from 1 John 4:7 was the 
theme for our 4th Annual Northwest 
Association of Seventh Day Baptist 
Women’s Retreat, April 29 – May 1, 
2011.

Our goal was to provide women 
time away from their busy schedules 
of daily life in order to meditate on 
the Word and enjoy fellowship with 
other Christian women.

It all began Friday night with 
registration, hellos and laughter—
after all, we’ve been waiting for 
this weekend for a whole year.
Later on we had our opening prayer, 
an ice-breaker and a great dinner. 
We spent the evening catching up 
and unwinding.

 Little did we know that one Sab-
bath afternoon in January 2008 
these questions: What if we planned 
a Women’s Retreat? Do you think 

we’d have enough interest? Who 
would organize it? What would 
we do and where would we have 
it? would lead to this being our 
fourth year. 

At a little conference and retreat 
center in Auburn, Wash., 20 ladies 
met for this time away. With a vari-
ety of ages, backgrounds and experi-
ence our weekend was full. Ruth 
Burdick was the study leader, teach-

served as our metaphor. 
After a great breakfast on Sab-

bath morning, we began our day 
with worship and praise, and 

on Grace. With Ruth leading our 
sessions and input from the women 
we had a very meaningful study.

As the day progressed we con-
tinued our studies, had some prayer 
time and free time. In the evening 
we crafted beaded necklaces with a 
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by Althea Rood
 Dodge Center, Minn.

North Central

of our time together. Saturday night 
we watched a movie, had lots of 
snacks, “girl talk” and went to bed 
tired but happy.
 Sunday morning began with a 
continental breakfast, more worship 

with free time thrown in here and 
there for walks, naps and fellowship. 

Recipe for
One Successful

Women’s Retreat
 
20 Ladies
  5 Meals 
  3 Days  
  2 Nights 
  1 Bible study
Lots and lots of fun

Mix ingredients in no 

lodge for 45 hours or more. 
Throw in some laughter, 
tears and joy. Serves entire 
congregation for many weeks 
to come!

we call it, “Refrigerator Review”: 
anything and everything left over 
from the weekend’s menus. No one 
ever goes away hungry. Happy yes, 
hungry no.
 We look forward to next year’s 
retreat that will be held April 27-29, 
2012. If you are in our area at that 
time, please make sure to join us!

Enjoying the presence of God
  and each other
 What do the Three Bears and an 
indoor water park have in common?
 The Three Bears Resort (in War-
rens, Wis.) was the site of the North 
Central Association women’s retreat, 
April 30-May 1. The retreat was 
sponsored by the Dodge Center 
Ladies’ Aid.
 The theme—“Enjoying the Pres-
ence of God”—was taken from Jan 
Johnson’s book by the same title. 
Each participant received a copy and 
several small group sessions explored 
various portions of the book.

The 20
women who

chose to learn
more about grace.

SR



9 October 2011

SR

Comments shared from the retreat:

 “Enjoying the Presence of God 
offers simple, tangible insights into 
practicing God’s presence and makes 
them relevant to ordinary people as 
they dig in the garden, or rock a baby. 
It shows that continual awareness 
of God is not just for the ‘super-
spiritual,’ but that anyone can sense 
His companionship in the mundane, 
in-between moments of life.
 “If you’re tired of feeling like 
spending time with God is a chore or 
performance, Enjoying the Presence 
of God will give you the opportunity 
to surrender to His presence and 
enjoy just being with Him.” (Taken 
from the back page of the book.)
 Lodging was at the hotel—we 
primarily had our own wing. Food 
included going out to a buffet to-
gether, Subway platters with fruit/
veggies/dessert added, and a “Dodge 
Center Continental breakfast” with 
luscious coffeecakes, boiled eggs, 
yogurt, fruit, and fruit juice. All kinds 
of beverages were available, but a 
favorite was the “Jamaican-Me-
Crazy” coffee.
 We tried a different schedule this 
time: 10 a.m. on Sabbath until 10 

a.m. on Sunday. It seemed to be a 
success. Worship and praise music 
were also enjoyed. Free time options 
included the water park, working on 
crafts, games, lots of conversation, 
and many snacks.
 Next year’s retreat will be at the 
same site and is being planned by 
women from the Milton, Wis., chur-
ch (April 28-29).
 We encourage other women to 
plan a spiritual “get-away.” You 

encouraged!

We encourage
other women

to plan a
spiritual

‘get-away.’

““

””
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JESUS and a room full
    of PREGNANT women by Linda Bentz

FeatureSR

 Editor’s note: The Lord cer-
tainly answered the prayers 
of the Bentz family (mission-
aries from Milton, Wis., serv-
ing in Lesotho, Africa) as Linda 
got ready to lead a Childbirth 
Preparation class. The angels 
are rejoicing over those who 
were saved!

 “Love one another.” “Let your 
light shine.” “Be prepared to give 
an answer for the hope that you 
have,” etc., etc.
 I have been pretty content thus 
far with that being my evangelism 
strategy. But our pastor recently 
challenged me to be bold in the 
Childbirth Preparation class, to 
present the Gospel message and 
invite the women to commit them-
selves to following Jesus. Maybe 
as a missionary it shouldn’t be, 
but this was totally out of my com-
fort zone.
 For the next several nights, I lay 
awake with a huge burden on my 
heart for these village women who 
may never again have a chance to 
hear the name of Jesus. On the 
morning of our next class I came 
across this passage in Luke: “And 
it happened, as He spoke these 
things, that a certain woman from 
the crowd raised her voice and said 
to Him, ‘Blessed is the womb that 
bore You, and the breasts which 
nursed You!’ But Jesus said, ‘More 
than that, blessed are those who 
hear the word of God and keep it!’”

 The Lord was making it clear 
that it was more important for these 
women to hear the Word of God 
than anything else we could discuss. 
Having no idea how I would casually 
go from “labor relaxation techniques” 
to “death on a cross,” all I could do 
was pray fervently for God to take 
over. He did that in a mighty way!
 As I headed out the door, I de-
cided to put on my favorite beaded 
necklace, given by friends just be-
fore leaving for Africa. Each bead 
was added by a woman whose birth 
I attended, each of whom has a 
matching bead as a reminder to 
pray for the work in Lesotho.
 Toward the end of class, some-
one asked about the necklace. As I 
told the story, I looked down at the 
charm given by my sister. It is a tiny 
boat. When she gave it to me, she 
said, “Because when you said you 
were going to Africa you said ‘I’m 
getting out of the boat.’” This led 
to the story of Peter, who got out 
of the boat to meet Jesus. As long 

ior, he was able to walk on water.
 In an effort to encourage them to 

comfort each other, the Lord moved 
me to demonstrate a back massage 
that will be helpful in labor. As two 

a crowded thatch-roofed building, 
one by one, to receive their massage, 
it turned out to be the perfect time 
to talk about Jesus washing the dis-
ciples’ feet. How he came to earth 
as a servant and lived humbly.
 When the class was over, all 24 
of the women chose to stay after, 
praying to accept the gift of salvation 
and choosing to follow Him. Please 
pray for these women—that they 

away from worship of other spirits 
and that upon returning to their vil-
lages, there would be someone to 
guide them as they grow in the Lord.
 I pray that you will know the mir-
acles that happen only when we get 
out of our comfort zone and allow 
God to take over.

 Mark and Linda Bentz are from 
the Milton SDB Church and working 
with AIM (Africa Inland Mission 
International). You can follow their 
blog at mlbentz.aimsites.org.

SR
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Denominational DatelineDenominational Dateline

October 2011
1  Allegheny Association, Alfred Station, 

N.Y.—Rob Appel
3-4  Baptist Joint Committee for Religious 

Liberty, Washington, D.C.—Appel
5-6  West Virginia Wesleyan College and 
 2012 Conference Host Committee—Appel
8 Full Gospel SDB, Cumberland, Md.—Appel
14-16 North Central Association Men’s Retreat, 
 Milton, Wis.—Appel
22-23 Memorial Fund quarterly/annual meeting, 
 SE Atlanta, Ga.—Morgan Shepard, Appel
22-23 Sabbath Recorder Committee meeting, 
 Atlanta, Ga.—Kevin Butler

23 BCE Board of Directors, Alfred Station,
N.Y.—Andrew Camenga

23 Missionary Society meeting, Ashaway, 
R.I.—Clint Brown

November
4-6 Tract Council annual meeting, SDB 

Center—Butler
10-22 Pastor Leadership Training seminars, 

Brazil—Appel

December
3-5 Coordinating Leadership Team, SDB Center

Pastor Bernie Wethington, chairman of the 2011 
Conference Host Committee, wanted us to share a let-
ter he received from the Director of Events and Confer-
ences at Hope College in Holland, Michigan.

Apparently there were some problems and miscom-
munications concerning the Sabbath day lunch. Bernie 
was impressed with the response (and responsibility) 
of the college owning up to the situation and address-
ing it in the following manner:

Dear Bernie and Patti,

Thank you for choosing to host your 2011 General 
Conference here at Hope College. Your organization was 
not only great to work with, but several Hope College 
community members mentioned how friendly your 
participants were throughout the week.

staff really enjoyed working with both of you and the 
group as a whole. Overall we felt the Conference went 
well, but recently I learned that your Saturday dinner 
was a complete failure due to our own errors. Not 
only was this not a special dinner as needed, the error 
was compounded by the serving of pork.

Please accept my sincere apology for this error and for 
any discomfort it may have caused your participants. Your 
staff did what was needed in communicating your needs 
to our food service personnel; we quite simply forgot to 
implement the request. We all feel very bad about this 
situation.

While we cannot make up for the problem we caused, 
we will certainly not bill you for the dinner that day. Rest 
assured that if you return to Hope College in the future 
(and we would love to see you back), we will be sure that 
all your needs are met.

Again, please accept my apology. If there is any other 
way we can address this mistake, please do not hesitate 
to contact me.

Sincerely,
Derek Emerson
Hope College Director of Events and Conferences

While this situation did not offend the majority of our 
people, we thank Hope College for their sensitivity and 
generous response.

College rights a wrong by Kevin Butler

SR
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 With this summer’s resurgence 
of the musical ministry “Stained 
Glass”—and knowing the group had 
to squeeze eight people and all of 
their equipment and luggage into 
one 8-passenger vehicle—Jane 
Lewis sent us this treasured photo 
of another touring group.
 Jane wrote: “SDBs have a long 
tradition of sharing the Good News 
through music. The Milton (Wis.) 
College Quartet traveled to various 
churches and were the darlings of 
their generation. My dad was a bit 
younger and admired them, which 
may account for my having this 
photo.
 “It may be from their visit to the 
Stonefort (Ill.) SDB Church. They 
are (left to right): Lloyd Seager, 
Maurice Sayre, Everett Harris, 
and Ellis Johanson.”

 Jane provided some biographical 
info on each man, and we added a 
few more details:
 Maurice Sayre was born in 
Dodge Center, Minn., grew up in 

Wisconsin, and graduated from 
Milton with a degree in music. Af-
ter earning an MA in music from 
the University of Wisconsin, he 
taught high school music in Illinois, 
Wisconsin and Arizona.  
 Milton grad Lloyd Seager was 
originally from Farina, Ill. He earned 
his MD degree and taught several 
years at the St. Louis University 
School of Medicine. Most of his 
professional life was spent teach-
ing and publishing at the Medical 
School in Little Rock, Ark., where 
he was a charter member of the 
SDB church there.

Ellis “Doc” Johanson was born 
in Chicago, went to Milton College, 
then the Chicago College of Dental 
Surgery. He served in the Army Re-
serves (active duty during WWII, 
including the Battle of the Bulge) 
then continued his dental practice 
in Battle Creek, Mich., for more 
than 40 years. He served in many 
leadership and musical positions 
at the Battle Creek church.

Everett Harris was from Shiloh, 
N.J. He received his BA from Salem 
(W.Va.) College before seminary at 
Alfred, and then graduated from Yale 
Divinity School. After serving sever-
al SDB churches, he was appointed 
secretary to the SDB Missionary So-
ciety in 1952 and retired in 1979 as 
Executive Vice President.

Both Seager and Harris served 
as President of the SDB General 
Conference (Rev. Harris in 1947, 
Dr. Seager in 1950).

As David Pottinger sang in this 
year’s Stained Glass tour: “How will 
I be remembered?”

““

””

The Quartet
traveled to various
churches and were

the darlings of
their generation.

The Milton
College Quartet, 

circa 1926.

—Page sponsored by Fred and Venita Zinn in honor of their upcoming 
    60th wedding anniversary, January 25, 2012
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Women’s Society page by Kristin Camenga
www.sdbwomen.org

by Linda Greene
     Dodge Center, MN

mission trip

Linda Greene leading her
devotional time.

SR

 Let me make one thing perfectly 
clear: I am a great supporter of 
mission trips. Always have been.

I’ve volunteered to be the “designa-

organize them. There’s only one 
catch—I never actually went on 
one, at least not for anything last-
ing more than a day.
 It took awhile before I started 
asking myself why this was the case. 
I came to the conclusion that I have 
control issues, and mission trips 
just hold too many unknowns and 
variables for my taste. I even told 
a friend 15 years ago that I felt 
the Lord was leading me to take a 
mission trip, and yet I never seri-
ously considered going on one—
not until last fall, that is.
 I am the organist for two United 
Methodist Churches every Sunday. 
One week last fall a gentleman 

them to talk about a group he leads 
called River Bend Missions. They 
had organized eight disaster recov-
ery mission trips to help Katrina 
victims repair and restore their 
homes. Four of the trips were to 
Alabama and four to New Orleans.
 He was planning trip number nine 
last October and was looking for 
volunteers to come along. Although 
October wouldn’t work for me, I was 
really drawn to the whole concept.
 The dates Rod had picked for 

May worked for my schedule, so I 
signed up. They said they could use 

to contribute. As time progressed, I 
found out I would be an assistant 
to the cook.
 We ended up having a total of 22 
people going. Over the course of a 
weekend we drove several vehicles 
to the New Orleans area, pulling 
a trailer with all the needed equip-
ment and everyone’s luggage and 
bedding. We brought our own food 
for the trip down so no one had to 
buy any meals. We arrived in Slidell, 
Louisiana, on Sunday evening in 
time for supper.

the team split up to work on three 
different houses in need of repair. 
We teamed with an organization that 
hosts work teams and matches them 
up with homeowners who need help.
 It is amazing and very discon-
certing to see how many homes have 
never been repaired since Katrina 

hit in 2005 and how many people 
are still waiting to get back into their 
homes—if they have not given up 
already.
 The three of us in charge of the 
kitchen spent our days shopping, 
slicing, dicing, and cooking. We 
provided breakfast and supper, 
and the workers packed their own 
lunches to take to the work sites. One 
afternoon we visited the three work 
sites so we could see what was being 
done and meet the homeowners, if 
possible. The whole team made a trip 
into New Orleans to visit the French 
Quarter on Friday afternoon, which 
was very interesting to say the least!
 God was very faithful to this timid 
mission trip worker. Everything went 
well, and the people on our team 
were warm and loving people with 
hearts to serve the disadvantaged 
and needy. I’m so grateful for the 
opportunity to go, and I’m grateful 
the Lord nudged me out of my 
comfort zone just a little.
 I’m very aware that this trip was 
probably as “low risk” as a mission 
trip can get, and I don’t pretend to 

risk-taker who feels no need to be 
in control. I do believe, however, 

that direction, and I know God is 
faithful to complete the good work 
He begins in our lives.
 During the week we each had 
to lead the morning/evening devo-
tions one time. For my turn the 
theme was, “The Lord is good and 

mission trip left me more convinced 
of that truth than ever before!
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The Nick of Time by Nick Kersten, Librarian-historian

Answering an
Anniversary Riddle

SR

two

founding

are “presiding over the 200th session.” As it turns out, 

Did he say ‘200th’?

session

yet another season 

year of
worth 
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Sabbath Theology 
Institute held in August

Student Fundraising

SDB History Institute 2012

COSAR salary guidelines

 PROP Update

Pastoral Changes
Jim Schorr

Dustin Mackintosh is the new 

Haywood Floyd

Evangelism Tools

Share Jesus 
Without Fear

Institute 2011 (l. to r.): David Johnson, Jamaal Fyffe,
Owen Lynch, Gordon Lawton (instructor), Roy

Burdick, David Fox, and Saul Alonzo.
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EducatingChristians.org

2011 Scripture Memorization participants

 Living in the Fruit of the Spirit

 The Boulder, Colorado

Sabbath Recorder.

e-mail us at 

Agape SDB
St. Albans, NY

Alfred Station, NY

Alexis Rao

All Nations
Gardena, CA

Battle Creek, MI

Bell SDB Church
Salemville, PA

Ruthanna Roberts

Berlin, NY

Boulder, CO

Bradenton, FL

Central SDB
Mitchellville, MD

Daytona Beach, FL 

cont. on p. 24
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FOCUS
on Missions

Welcoming our
new Executive
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some short-term mission 

the work on the 

It will enable him to 

tion in the ministries 

better communication 

with the Texarkana 

 
     As this is the last 

my main interest with 

Top: Clint and Beth Brown at Conference.
Bottom: The Brown girls are (l. to r.) Amanda, 

Melissa, Katie and Jennifer.
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Excuses, Excuses!
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“Oh 
boy. She’s already having trouble 
with the deadline.”

 Great, I can relax and 
settle into the swing of high school 
before I have any articles to worry 
about.

chorus went like this:

“I’m too tired 
to take the trash out today,”

slowly but surely become easier to 

From the very beginning, 
we’ve had a lot of trouble with 
excuses. Just look at Adam and 

Eve. Who takes the blame 
for eating the fruit? Nobody. 

All I see are excuses.
Genesis 3:12-13 (ESV)

The man said, “The woman 
whom you gave to be with me, 
she gave me fruit of the tree, 

and I ate.” Then the Lord God 
said to the woman, “What 
is this that you have done?” 

The woman said, “The serpent 
deceived me, and I ate.”
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Stained Glass at Conference this year.
Jessica is sitting on the box drum.
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Young
Adults
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Are we limiting God?
 “But grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. To Him be glory both 
now and forever. Amen!” (2 Peter 
3:18)

knew the situations 

out to the ministry we were to be 
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The President’s Page

Don’t put it off!

SR

 “Therefore you also must be 
ready, for the Son of Man is com-
ing at an hour you do not expect.” 
(Matthew 24:44, ESV)

(This is an understatement.) 

and a 

 

Sabbath Recorder 

“Are 
You Ready?”

SOLD 
OUT, NO EXCUSES, WILLING TO 
DO ANYTHING SHORT OF SIN 

Are You 
Ready?

 Are You Ready 
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by Executive Director 
     Rob AppelToo often misinformed
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‘Let no 
unwholesome word proceed from 
your mouth, but only such a word 

to the need of the moment, so that 
it will give grace to those who hear’ 
(Ephesians 4:29).

 Misinformation

erroneous, while disinformation, 

another entity so they are not seen in 

Ways to Prevent 
Misinformation:

you are not sure that it is entirely 
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How waiting on tables
can spread God’s Word
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 “In those days when the num-
ber of disciples was increasing, the 
Grecian Jews among them com-
plained against the Hebraic Jews 
because their widows were being 
overlooked in the daily distribution 
of food. So the Twelve gathered all 
the disciples together and said, ‘It 
would not be right for us to neglect 
the ministry of the word of God in 
order to wait on tables… So the word 
of God spread.” (Acts 6:1-2, 7 NIV)

but I work to make sure that those 

what church treasurers use to track 

Budget – This is where the church 

does not 
set the budget! The church as 

Balance Sheet

Income
Statement

Checkbook

 you want to see what is truly im-

Financial
FAITH
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“Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; 
then we shall see face to face.”—1 Cor. 13:12

Vacation was
 just “ducky”
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Memorization participants, cont. from p. 16
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Dodge Center, MN

Josiah Robinson

Edgewater, FL

First Genesee
Little Genesee, NY

First Hebron
Hebron, PA

First Hopkinton
Ashaway, RI
Joel Roache

Thelma Tarbox

First Toronto
Toronto, Canada

Little Rock, AR

Marlboro, NJ

Metro Atlanta
Hiram, GA

Middle Island
New Milton, WV
Roberta Ash
Tyler Ash

John Robinson

New York City, NY

Robert Jackson

North Loup, NE

Nortonville, KS

Pataskala, OH

Pawcatuck
Westerly, RI

Philadelphia, PA

Portland, OR

Raritan Valley
Bridgewater, NJ

Salem, WV

Shiloh, NJ

Texarkana, AR

Vision Christian
Westerly, RI

   Lawton

Washington, DC

White Cloud, MI

 The Paint Rock, Alabama, SDB Church is looking 
for a new pastor.  Pastor John Bevis has recently retired 
after faithfully nurturing our flock for the past 26 years.
 Paint Rock is a little town on U.S. Highway 72, situ-
ated between the beautiful mountains of the Appala-
chian foothills. Huntsville, an easy 15-minute drive, 
is a pleasant city with a broad cultural mix.  Thanks 
to NASA and the Missile Defense Agency, there are 
numerous technology-driven businesses and a geo-
graphically diverse population. There are also three 
universities in Huntsville, and some smaller commu-
nity colleges in the area.
 Our congregation is looking forward to the blessings 
God has for our future.  Please contact Steve Butler 
(256) 723-4675, smbutler@nehp.net or Jane Mont-
gomery (256) 772-9487.
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Obituary

Births

New members

Bottoms

Toronto, Canada
Herlitz Condison, pastor

 Jonathan Lyons

Rhoden

Wilkerson

  Death Notices

 John B. “Bernard” 
Dutcher, 83, of North 
Loup, NE died on 
August 19, 2011.
 Frederick M. Ayars, 
84, of Lansdale, PA 
died on September 4, 
2011.

  by Alice Brooks

son, three sisters, three brothers, 

Baptism at Old Stonefort

SR
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WANTED:
Your Favorite Recipes!!

We are compiling a new Summer Christian Service Corps
Cookbook and we need your recipes!

Our goal is to have the cookbook ready for distribution at
Conference 2012, so all recipes are due by November 4.

We are using a company that has a website, so logging in
and submitting your recipes is super easy!

Step 1: Go to www.typensave.com

Step 2: Log in
Contributor– Enter your name, or the 

name of the original author of the recipe
Group Log-in– SCSC1
Password– sabbath

submit’

Step 3: Begin by clicking ‘Add Recipe’
contributor name

home church as 
the second contributor (e.g., Shiloh)

Category

preview the recipe’ and make 
sure it looks good

save’ and that’s it!

Step 4: Continue with another recipe. 
  ‘Add Recipe’

Please share as many recipes as you’d like!

No access to the internet? No problem—
simply fill out the form and mail your recipes to:

Katy Bofinger  or
2 Carriage Knoll Court

Carol Scull      or
110 McKishen Rd
Pittsgrove NJ 08318

Althea Rood
PO Box 122

Questions?? Please contact 
or

Happy Cooking!!
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Stories from space

 One good indication that someone’s 
a preacher: the ability to make a sermon 
illustration out of everyday stuff. Here’s 
a few having to do with space, “the Final 
Frontier.”

 Since its release from a space shuttle 
bay in 1991, a six-ton satellite has been 
circling the earth, transmitting signals 
and doing its job. But after 20 years of 
traveling at over 17,000 mph, the satellite 
has run out of fuel. With each pass around 
the globe, its height of orbit is reduced. 
Another term for this is “losing integrity.”

 NASA expects the satellite to fall to the earth very 
soon. After crashing through the atmosphere, remain-
ing pieces of debris will cover a 500-mile swath. (Don’t 
worry too much; they say that your chances of getting 
hit by anything are 1 in 3,200. This is supposed to com-
fort us? Oh, and the “fact” that with a satellite falling 
to earth about once a year, no one has ever been hit by 
satellite debris.)
 When believers disconnect from the Power source 
and lose their integrity, they crash and burn through 
the “atmosphere” of public opinion and shame. And 
the chance of someone else getting hurt in the process 
is nearly guaranteed. Certainly our witness for God is 
damaged.
 Once the Lord lifts you up, stay connected to His 
never-depleting power, and maintain your integrity.

 Speaking of satellites, I wanted to hear some music 
during dinner the other night so I set my portable 
satellite radio on the table. Songs played quietly as 
we brought plates and food to our place settings.
 After serving up the main course, we passed around 
the fancy side dish—a big bag of tortilla chips. Janet 
and I got ours, then Jackson grabbed his portion and 

politely put the bag in the middle of the table so we 
could all reach it.
 Expecting what would happen next, I even counted 
down, “3, 2, 1…” And the music went silent.
 Puzzled, Jackson looked at me and asked, “Did you 
have it on a timer?”
 “No,” I answered. “I just saw that you put the chips 
right in front of the antenna.”
 The little 3-inch square antenna needs an unob-
structed line-of-sight toward the satellite to the south. 
Even though Jax thought he was doing us a favor, his 
action interfered with an important connection.
 Sometimes when we feel we’re doing a favor for 
somebody, we might not see the big picture. A tempor-

We need to make sure we keep receiving His clear 
signals.
 Don’t let the chips—er, things—of this world interfere 
with your connection.

took place earlier this year.
 I heard one radio commentator bemoaning the fact 
that cutting off the shuttle has not only cost many peo-
ple their jobs, there was no replacement plan to get 
our astronauts up there to repair satellites or take our 
turn at the space station. Our national space pro-
gram is seriously stalled. “Boneheaded” was 
one of the kinder words used in the broadcast.

is complete, I’m thankful to have the 
perfect backup plan to get launched 
out of this polluted atmosphere 
and through all the space 
junk. Jesus is still await-
ing His command 
at our heavenly 
“mission control.”
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If you enjoy
religious allegories, 
you’ll enjoy reading 
our full-color special 
issue “Journey of 
a Lifetime.” And 
after you read it, 
how about sharing 
the story with neigh-
bors and friends?

To receive copies of this special outreach issue, contact us at the 
Seventh Day Baptist Center, PO Box 1678, Janesville WI 53547. 
Our phone number is 608-752-5055, and our e-mail is media@
seventhdaybaptist.org.

Individual copies are free. We will need to add shipping charges 
for larger quantities. Please contact us for those costs.

We pray that the Lord will bless this story of our beliefs, and many 
others will join us on our “Journey of a Lifetime.”

Share the JourneyShare the Journey
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