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The seventh day
 God commanded that the seventh day (Saturday) be kept holy. Jesus agreed by keeping it as a day of worship. We observe the seventh  
day of the week (Saturday) as God’s Holy Day as an act of loving obedience—not as a means of salvation. Salvation is the free gift of God through  
Jesus our Lord. It is the joy of the Sabbath that makes SDBs a people with a difference.
 For more information, write: The Seventh Day Baptist Center, 3120 Kennedy Road, PO Box 1678, Janesville, WI 53547-1678. Phone (608) 
752-5055; FAX (608) 752-7711; E-mail: sdbgen@seventhdaybaptist.org and the SDB Web site: www.seventhdaybaptist.org

Who are Seventh Day Baptists?
 If you’ve never read The Sabbath Recorder before, you might be wondering who Seventh Day Baptists are. 
 Like other Baptists, we believe in:
��VDOYDWLRQ�E\�JUDFH�WKURXJK�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW�-HVXV�
��WKH�%LEOH�DV�WKH�LQVSLUHG�ZRUG�RI�*RG��7KH�%LEOH�LV�
 our authority for our faith and daily conduct.
��EDSWLVP�RI�EHOLHYHUV��E\�LPPHUVLRQ��ZLWQHVVLQJ�WR�RXU 
  acceptance of Christ as Savior and Lord.

��IUHHGRP�RI�WKRXJKW�XQGHU�WKH�JXLGDQFH�RI�WKH�
 Holy Spirit.
��WKH�FRQJUHJDWLRQDO�IRUP�RI�FKXUFK�JRYHUQ�PHQW�
 Every church member has the right to partici pate 
  in the decision-making process of the church.

Seventh Day Baptist

General Conference 2014

Bethel University in St. Paul, Minnesota

July 27 – August 2
[On Facebook at SDB Conference 2014]

2014 Conference Host Committee

�&KDLUPDQ – Madelyn Neher  

 mbneher@kmtel.com

 507-633-2887 home 507-272-1750 cell

�$VVLVWDQW�&KDLUPDQ and 

 Facilities Coordinator – Pastor Bill Shobe

 wshobe@hotmail.com

 507-418-4126 home 507-279-3826 cell

�5HJLVWUDU – Althea Rood  

 althear@yahoo.com

 507-633-2772 home 720-382-3325 cell

�$VVLVWDQW�5HJLVWUDU – Linda Greene 

 lgreene@mayo.edu

�7UHDVXUHU – Larry Greene  

 larrygr510@gmail.com

 507-633-6597 home (w/answer machine)

�([KLELW�&RRUGLQDWRU – Richard Neher 

 raneher@kmtel.com

�7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ – Dale Rood 

 dale_e_rood@yahoo.com

 507-633-2772 home

�5HFHSWLRQ�DQG�
� %DQTXHW�&RRUGLQDWRU – Karen Payne 

 Karen.payne1127@gmail.com

 507-528-2577 home

�6WDJH�0DQDJHU – Marcus Ingram 

 marcdarcyingram@hotmail.com

 608-617-3197 cell

Called to be 
a pastor?

 God calls each of us to a spe-

cial ministry within His Church. 

Historically, the Seventh Day 
�ĂƉƟƐƚ��ŚƵƌĐŚ�ŝŶ�tŚŝƚĞ��ůŽƵĚ͕�
DŝĐŚŝŐĂŶ has been faithfully 

involved in serving the Lord 

through a vital prayer ministry, 

a global mission ministry, a com-

munity youth ministry, and an 

ĂĐƟǀĞ�ƐĞŶŝŽƌ�ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ͘�tĞ�ĂƌĞ�
ĐŽŵŵŝƩĞĚ�ƚŽ�'ŽĚ Ɛ͛�ĐĂůů͘
� dŚĞ�tŚŝƚĞ��ůŽƵĚ��ŚƵƌĐŚ�ŝƐ�
seeking a Pastor who is inspired 

by God—not only to minister 

ƚŽ�'ŽĚ Ɛ͛�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵŵƵͲ
nity, but to shepherd the church 

into our next experience with 

God and His vision for us.

 If you sense God calling you 

ƚŽ�ĐŽŵĞ�ƚŽ�tŚŝƚĞ��ůŽƵĚ͕�ƉůĞĂƐĞ�
ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ�ƵƐ͘�tĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ƉƌĂǇŝŶŐ�
diligently and have full faith that 

'ŽĚ Ɛ͛�ǁŝůů�ĂŶĚ�ƟŵŝŶŐ�ĂƌĞ�ƉĞƌĨĞĐƚ͊
 You may reach the church by 

calling Ed Cruzan at 231-689-

5252, or by email at cruzanec@

ĂƩ͘ŶĞƚ͕�ĨŽƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͘
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 FeatureSR

by Pastor Shirley Morgan

 from Miami, Fla., SDB Church

serving in Corn Island, Nicaragua

 News reports from around the 
world tell us that Christians are 
being persecuted for their faith, 
missionaries are thrown into 
prisons, and many suffer hard-
ship because they are carrying 
the Gospel to those in need.
 Why would anyone leave the 
comfort of their home to suffer 
such fates? The answer is simple: 
it is the joy of carrying out the 
most important mission on the 
face of the earth which is sharing 
the Good News of Salvation with 
a dying world.
 What is joy? Dictionary.com 
describes it as: “a feeling of great 

happiness, the emotion of great 

delight or happiness caused by 

something exceptionally good or 

satisfying, keen pleasure, elation.” 

7KLV�GH¿QLWLRQ�LV�SHUIHFW²LW�SXWV
in words the feeling I experience 
every time I have the opportunity 
to share God’s Word with others.

 My experience in missions is 
not the result of a well-organized 
SODQ�WR�JR�WR�IRUHLJQ�¿HOGV�DQG�VKDUH�
the Gospel (although I had dreamed 

about being a missionary). It is the 
result of allowing God to use me in 
the midst of a situation I was not 
prepared for. It is trying to “bloom 
where planted,” understanding 
the Word of God that tells us that 
“…we know that in all things God 
works for the good of those who 
have been called according to His 
purpose” (Romans 8:28 NIV).
 Even though I grew up on this 
island off the coast of Nicaragua, 
returning after 23 years was like 
going to a foreign land. If there was 
poverty when I was growing up, 
I was unaware of it. Everyone at 

the time had their own beautiful 
houses and this was a thriving 
community. 
     So much has changed since 
then! This paradise is now pla-
gued with poverty and lack of 
spiritual upbringing. I suddenly 
found myself in the midst of a 
chaotic situation and realized that 
I did not have to go to Africa or 
faraway lands to be a missionary.
     This realization propelled 
me into starting a Children’s 
Ministry reaching out to chil-
dren from all walks of life in 
my own neighborhood. The 
children are from different 
VSLULWXDO�EDFNJURXQGV²VRPH�
go to church with their parents 
on Sunday and others don’t 

attend church anywhere.
      In January 2014 the Lord al-
lowed me to start a second group 
in a poverty-stricken neighborhood. 
The service is done in the yard of 
a grandmother who expresses that 
this is a “God thing” because there 
is so much hate, anger and curses 
in the neighborhood. The service 
is held on Sabbath afternoon and 
is attended by a considerable group 
of children. Immediately following 
the children’s church, a second 
service is held for adults from the 
area. Reaching out to the youth is 
a challenge in itself. However, this 

Joy of Missions
The
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cont. next page

part of ministry continues to be an 
integral part of the outreach.

 A feeling of great happiness 
comes from knowing that these 
children are learning lessons from 
the Word of God that will enable 
them to make good choices as they 
grow up. It is the understanding 
that I am investing in their lives 
and that there will be a harvest in 
the future that makes every effort, 
every struggle, every criticism, 
worth the while.
 The joy of missions comes 
from knowing that you are 
part of a bigger plan; that people 
all over the world are risking their 
lives, leaving their comfort zones 
to spread the news that God really 
loves the world.

 Where does the joy of missions 
comes from? Let me tell you:

��7KH�-R\�RI�0LVVLRQV comes 
 from the smile on a child’s face 

because they have learned a 
 new song that tells them of 
 Jesus’ love.
��The Joy of Missions comes 
 from the cheerful voice of a 
 child calling out your name 
 just to let you know that they 
 can recite the memory verse.
��The Joy of Missions comes 

from seeing the children, some 
barefoot, some with tattered 
FORWKHV��¿JKWLQJ�IRU�D�IURQW�

 seat so they can listen to Bible 
stories.

��The Joy of Missions comes 
 from the willingness of the 

children to help carry the 
equipment over the rough 

 terrain to the place where 
 service is held.

��The Joy of Missions comes 
 from hearing a grandmother 

saying, “Now they are not curs-
 ing but singing the choruses.”
��The Joy of Missions comes 
 from going into the alley and 
 lanes taking the Gospel to the 
 lost.

��The Joy of Missions comes 
 from meeting the physical, 

emotional and spiritual needs 
 of a people who are discrimi-
 nated against.
��The Joy of Missions comes 
 from the encouragement of 

The children’s ministry in Pastor Shirley’s neighborhood.

The Lord opened doors to expand to a new ministry 

in a more depressed area.
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 Over the past few months, I have had the opportunity to send out e-mail studies about 
missions to the people in my church. We started in Genesis and have been working our way 
through the Bible.
� :KDW�IROORZV�LV�WKH�¿UVW�OHVVRQ�RI�WZHOYH��7KHVH�VWXGLHV�ZLOO�EH�DYDLODEOH�RQ�WKH�Missionary 
Society’s website every other week starting July 15, 2014.
 You can access them by going to “Articles” at SDBMissions.org. Or if you would like 
to receive these by e-mail twice a month, please contact info@sdbmissions.org and 
say that you would like to be put on the Missions Study e-mail list.

Study on 
Missions Theology begins by Miriam Berg

     Thornton, Colo.

F

 these people when you are 
 down and considering giving up.
 I could continue on but I believe 
that you get the picture.

 As Christians we are all called 
to missions. However, most will 
never experience the joy of missions 

because they have bought into the 
deception that they are not called to 
WKH�PLVVLRQ�¿HOG��<RXU�PLVVLRQ�¿HOG�
doesn’t have to be in Africa, or some 
RWKHU�SRRU�FRXQWU\²LW�FDQ�EH�ULJKW�
in your neighborhood.
 How many of your neighbors are 
in need of the Savior? How many 

of your coworkers and those closer 
to home? How many of your loved 
ones?
 Missions require the following:

1.   A heartfelt passion for lost  
souls; the understanding     

 that Christ’s mission must
 be our mission.
2. Perseverance in the face          

of trials and temptations, 
allowing the blocks that     
Satan hurls at us to become 
stepping stones to bring us 
higher in the Lord instead 

 of stumbling blocks.
��� )RUHKHDG�OLNH�ÀLQW�WKDW�GH�

ÀHFWV�WKH�VFKHPHV�WKDW�WKH�
enemy of our souls throws 

 at us.
4. Steel-rod backbone that 
 keeps you standing straight 

even when things are 
crumbling around you.

5. And a host of friends willing 
 to bear you up in prayer as 
� \RX�JR�WR�WKH�PLVVLRQ�¿HOGV�

and be poured out for a 
 people in need of the Savior.
 

 Join me in living out the Joy of 
Missions!

Headed to Haiti to pursue 

the Joy of Missions!

Joel & Laura Sutton

Deployment Date Set

September 1, 2014
www.SDBMissions.org

SR
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BIBLE STUDY

� sĞƌǇ�ŽŌĞŶͶƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ǁĞ�ŵŝŐŚƚ�ŶŽƚ�ƌĞĂůŝǌĞ�Žƌ�
ĂĚŵŝƚ�ŝƚͶǁĞ�ůŝǀĞ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŚĞ��ŝďůĞ�ŝƐ�Ăůů�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƵƐ. We 
ƚŚŝŶŬ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŵĞƌĞůǇ�Ă�͚ƌƵůĞ�ďŽŽŬ͛�ƚĞůůŝŶŐ�ƵƐ�ǁŚĂƚ�ǁĞ�
ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ�ĚŽ͕�ŽƵƌ�͚ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ĚŽĐƚŽƌ͛�ƐŚŽǁͲ
ŝŶŐ�ƵƐ�ŚŽǁ�ƚŽ�ĨĞĞů�ďĞƩĞƌ͕ �ŽƵƌ�͚ƚƌĞĂƐƵƌĞ�ŵĂƉ͛�ƐŚŽǁͲ
ŝŶŐ�ƵƐ�ŚŽǁ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�'ŽĚ Ɛ͛�ďůĞƐƐŝŶŐƐ͕�ĞƚĐ͘
� �Ƶƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ǁŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ��ŝďůĞ�ŝƐ�ŵŽƐƚůǇ�ĂďŽƵƚ͘�
The Bible is more about God and His glory than 

it is about us.��ǀĞŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ͕�
'ŽĚ�ǁĂƐ�ƐŚŽǁŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�,ŝƐ�ŐůŽƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�,ŝƐ�ŶĂŵĞ�ĂƌĞ�
ŽĨ�ƵƚŵŽƐƚ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ͘

'ĞŶĞƐŝƐ�ϭ͗Ϯϴ
God Commissions Adam and Eve
� tŚǇ�ĚŽ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŚŝŶŬ�'ŽĚ�ŐĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵŵĂŶĚ�ĨŽƌ�
ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĨƌƵŝƞƵů�ĂŶĚ�ŵƵůƟƉůǇ͍�tŚĂƚ�ĚŽ�ǇŽƵ�
ƚŚŝŶŬ�,Ğ�ǁĂƐ�ĞŶǀŝƐŝŽŶŝŶŐ͍��ŽƵůĚ�ŝƚ�ďĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�,Ğ�
ǁĂŶƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĂƌƚŚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĮůůĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ƚŚŽƐĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ŐůŽƌŝĨǇ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŽƌƐŚŝƉ�,ŝŵ͍

'ĞŶĞƐŝƐ�ϲ͗ϱͲϵ
God Commissions Noah
� tŚǇ�ĚŝĚ�'ŽĚ�ĚĞƐƚƌŽǇ�ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ�ĞůƐĞ͕�ďƵƚ�ƐĂǀĞ�
EŽĂŚ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŝƐ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ͍�sĞƌƐĞ�ϵ�ƐĂǇƐ�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�
ŚĞ�ǁĂƐ�͞Ă�ƌŝŐŚƚĞŽƵƐ�ŵĂŶ͙�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞ�ǁĂůŬĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�
'ŽĚ͘͟ �'ŽĚ�ĚĞƐƚƌŽǇĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ǁŚŽ�ĚŝĚ�ŶŽƚ�
ďƌŝŶŐ�,ŝŵ�ŐůŽƌǇ͕ �ďƵƚ�ƐĂǀĞĚ�EŽĂŚ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŝƐ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�
ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�EŽĂŚ�ůŽǀĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŽŶŽƌĞĚ�'ŽĚ͘

'ĞŶĞƐŝƐ�ϭϭ͗ϭͲϵ
The Tower of Babel
� tŚǇ�ĚŝĚ�'ŽĚ�ĐŽŶĨƵƐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ Ɛ͛�ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ�
ĂŶĚ�ƐĐĂƩĞƌ�ƚŚĞŵ͍��ĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁĂŶƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�͞ŵĂŬĞ�
Ă�ŶĂŵĞ͟�ĨŽƌ�themselves�;ǀ͘ ϰͿ�ŝŶƐƚĞĂĚ�ŽĨ�ǁĂŶƟŶŐ�
ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�God’s�ŶĂŵĞ�ŐƌĞĂƚ͘�'ŽĚ�ǁŝůů�ŶŽƚ�ƐŚĂƌĞ�
,ŝƐ�ŐůŽƌǇ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ͘ �
� ^Ž�ǁŚĂƚ�ĚŽĞƐ�'ŽĚ Ɛ͛�ĚĞƐŝƌĞ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŐůŽƌŝĮĞĚ�ŚĂǀĞ�
ƚŽ�ĚŽ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƐ͍�tĞůů͕�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇ͕ �ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�
ϯϬͲϰϬй�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ Ɛ͛�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ĂŶ�
ƵŶƌĞĂĐŚĞĚ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŐƌŽƵƉ͘�tŚĂƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵĞĂŶƐ�ŝƐ�

about a third of the people in the world couldn’t 

hear the Gospel even if they wanted to�;Ăƚ�ůĞĂƐƚ�
ŶŽƚ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�Ă�ŶĞǁ�ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ͕�ĐƌŽƐƐŝŶŐ�Ă�
ďŽƌĚĞƌ͕ �ĚĞĂůŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂŶ�ĞŶĞŵǇ�ƚƌŝďĞ͕�ĞƚĐ͘Ϳ͘�dŚĞƐĞ�
ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ǁŝůů�ŶŽƚ�ĐŽŵĞ�ƚŽ�ŬŶŽǁ�'ŽĚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�:ĞƐƵƐ�
ƵŶůĞƐƐ�ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŐƌŽƵƉ�ĐŽŵĞƐ�ŝŶƚŽ�
ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ĐƌŽƐƐͲĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ŵŝƐƐŝŽŶĂƌǇ�ŽĨ�ƐŽŵĞ�
ƐŽƌƚ͘
 Without cross-cultural missions, many people 

groups will never hear the Gospel, and will 

therefore not be able to glorify God through 

worship. 
� ZŽŵĂŶƐ�ϭϬ͗ϭϰ�ƌĞŵŝŶĚƐ�ƵƐ͗�͞,Žǁ͕�ƚŚĞŶ͕�ĐĂŶ�ƚŚĞǇ�
ĐĂůů�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�KŶĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŶŽƚ�ďĞůŝĞǀĞĚ�ŝŶ͍��ŶĚ�
ŚŽǁ�ĐĂŶ�ƚŚĞǇ�ďĞůŝĞǀĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�KŶĞ�ŽĨ�ǁŚŽŵ�ƚŚĞǇ�
ŚĂǀĞ�ŶŽƚ�ŚĞĂƌĚ͍��ŶĚ�ŚŽǁ�ĐĂŶ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĞĂƌ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�
ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ�ƉƌĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞŵ͍͟�If we believe that 

God is passionate about His glory in all the na-

ƟŽŶƐ͕�ƚŚĞŶ�ǁĞ�ŵƵƐƚ�ďĞ�ƉĂƐƐŝŽŶĂƚĞ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƐ�
ƵŶƟů�,ŝƐ�ŶĂŵĞ�ŝƐ�ŐůŽƌŝĮĞĚ�ĂŵŽŶŐ��>>�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƟŽŶƐ͘
 
D/^^/KE^�&��d
� tŚĞŶ�
ƚŚĞ��ŝďůĞ�
ƚĂůŬƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�
Ăůů�ŶĂƟŽŶƐ͕�
ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�
ƚĂůŬŝŶŐ�
ĂďŽƵƚ�
ĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ�
Žƌ�ŐĞŽͲ
ƉŽůŝƟĐĂů�
ďŽƵŶĚĂƌŝĞƐ͘�
dŚĞ�'ƌĞĞŬ�
ǁŽƌĚ�ĐŽŵŵŽŶůǇ�ƚƌĂŶƐůĂƚĞĚ�ŶĂƟŽŶƐ�ŝƐ�“ethne.” 
zŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ƐĞĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ethnicity or ethnic 
group.�tĞ�ŽŌĞŶ�ƵƐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŚƌĂƐĞ�͞ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŐƌŽƵƉ͟�
ƚŽ�ŵĞĂŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ƚŚŝŶŐ͘�
� ZĞŵĞŵďĞƌ͗�tŚĞŶ�ǇŽƵ�ƌĞĂĚ�͞ŶĂƟŽŶƐ͟�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
�ŝďůĞ͕�ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ƚŚŝŶŬ�country.�dŚŝŶŬ�people group.

MISSIONS STUDY SERIES #1 – 

      THE BEGINNING
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� ,�MXVW�¿QLVKHG�D���PRQWK�DVVLJQPHQW�KHOSLQJ�D�QHZ�
Seventh Day Baptist church get planted in Kingman, 
Arizona.
 How did I get into this unlikely role of church planter? 
Looking back, I can see God preparing me step by step.

  The early days
 I chose to follow Jesus when I was 12, at church 
camp. I grew in the Christian faith through Sabbath 
School, Vacation Bible School, sermons, parachurch 
organizations, Summer Christian Service Corps, Bible 
study, and memorizing Scripture. Along the way I was 
trained in evangelism using tracts, friendship, music, 
DQG�VXUYH\V��,�DOZD\V�ZDQWHG�WR�LQÀXHQFH�PRUH�SHRSOH�
to choose to follow Jesus, but I felt pretty ineffective.
 As a young adult I served as a short-term mission-
ary in Honduras, living with my husband in a squatter 
community on the outskirts of the capital city. Func-
tioning in that culture was a huge stretch, causing me 
to turn to God much more often and wrestle with the 
big questions of suffering and evil in the world.
� ,W�ZDV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�VHH�VR�PXFK�SRYHUW\�LQ�RXU�QHLJK�
bors and not have any lasting solutions for them. It 
turned out that what lasted was the love we showed in 
Jesus’ name and the friendships we made (to this day, 
thanks to Facebook).
 I don’t remember leading anyone to Christ, but I 
encouraged many and saw God at work. The experience 
made me more comfortable with people unlike me, and 

increased 
my desire 

to right what wrongs were within my reach. (See Pro-
YHUEV�������

  Time for discipline
 In my 30s I started noticing health problems. I didn’t 
want chronic conditions to sidetrack me from being 
available to serve the Lord and realized I had to make 
changes. I joined a weight loss program and began to 
walk during my lunch hour.
 Making healthier choices with what I ate and drank 
took many years, but I focused on educating myself and 
seeing progress, gaining self-control as I went along. I 
ZDV�HQFRXUDJHG�E\�YHUVHV�OLNH���&RU��������\RXU�ERG\�LV�
D�WHPSOH�RI�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��DQG���&RU������E�����³5XQ�
in such a way that you may win. Everyone who com-
petes in the games exercises self-control in all things… 
but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, 
after I have preached to others, I myself will not be 
GLVTXDOL¿HG�´

  That includes the tongue
 During my two decades in corporate America, one 
of the most valuable things I learned was how to use 
carefully chosen words to communicate effectively. I 
was especially convicted by James 1:26, “If anyone 
thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not control 
his tongue… this man’s religion is worthless.” I’ll be 
working on this until the day I die, knowing it’s a cri-
tical skill both inside and outside the Church.
 Seven years ago I learned “the Way of the Master” 
approach to evangelism and it “clicked” for me. I could 
have a fun conversation with both friends and strangers 
which ended with them understanding why their sinful 
behavior makes them an enemy of God and what God 
has done to rescue them from eternal punishment. Be-
cause the dialogue is respectful and asks a lot of ques-
tions, people don’t usually get defensive. I also learn 
about other worldviews from these conversations.
 Over time as I’ve been out talking to people (down-
town streets, fair booths, parks, airports, wherever), 
my concern and compassion for the lost has grown. 
Even the smartest PhD is a lost sheep until he gives 
his life to Christ. I see people with different eyes now 
and I’m willing to approach almost anyone.

by Patty Petersen

Teaching

Sabbath

School in

Kingman,

Arizona.

Preparing to Answer
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  Read, read, read
 I appreciated Ralph Mackintosh (2013 Conference 
President) urging us to read Henry Blackaby’s book, 
Experiencing God: Knowing and Doing the Will of 

God. What an encouragement to read how this man’s 
obedience led to people being saved and new churches 
started! He made it clear that following Jesus will cost 
you, but we’re in it to win souls and we should be will-
LQJ�WR�VDFUL¿FH�IRU�*RG¶V�JUHDWHU�JORU\�DQG�SXUSRVHV�
� 2WKHU�ERRNV�WKDW�LQÀXHQFHG�P\�ZLOOLQJQHVV�WR�\LHOG�
more of my time, energy and earthly wealth were Tor-

tured for Christ by Richard Wurmbrand (Voice of the 
Martyrs), God’s Smuggler by Brother Andrew (Open 
Doors International, supporting persecuted Christians), 
and The Treasure Principle by Randy Alcorn. The book 
of Acts in the Bible was also a major motivator to give 
ever more for God’s work.

  Goodbye to “stuff”
 When I sensed God asking me to move beyond week-
ly street evangelism to serving Him full-time in church 
planting, I asked, “How do I get ready?” One answer 
was to sell the house.
 It wasn’t easy but I needed freedom to go where 
God would send me and I needed the money. In or-
der to move to an apartment, I had to say goodbye to 
extra furniture, books, kitchen stuff, etc.

 Old photos and children’s artwork were scanned 
to the computer and tossed. I’m still downsizing and 
learning the lesson Paul taught in Phil. 4:11, “…I have 
learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.”
 A year ago God asked me to quit my job and start 
helping new SDB churches. By then I had an invitation 
from Pastor Bob Peet to help with their new church in 
Kingman.

  Making the big move
 So, I stopped working (despite meager retirement 
savings), moved half my belongings to Arizona, and 
then started raising support. I was living on money 
from selling the house.
 Yes, this felt scary, but I’d read and heard enough 
IURP�RWKHU�PLVVLRQDULHV�WR�NQRZ�REHGLHQFH�LV�WKH�¿UVW�
priority and that God provides. I appreciate the response 
from SDB churches and individuals who are supporting 
PH�LQ�SUD\HU�DQG�¿QDQFLDOO\��,I�\RX�ZDQW�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH��
FRQWDFW�WKH�0LVVLRQDU\�6RFLHW\�DW����������������RU�
RI¿FH#VGEPLVVLRQV�RUJ�

  Helping Mom helped me
 A few months before leaving for Arizona, I felt God 
asking me to do a favor for my mother in the form of 
renting an apartment, so she could live in better circum-
stances and provide a home base when I returned to 
Colorado on breaks. (Another use of house proceeds.)
 I committed to doing it for a year, and what a bless-
ing that was for both her and me! When the lease was 
up, God provided an apartment Mom could afford on 
her own, and a room for me in the home of fellow SDBs. 
I still have a home base and a garage to store my “stuff.” 
,¶YH�GHFLGHG�,�RQO\�QHHG�WR�WDNH�ZKDW�¿WV�LQ�P\�FDU�WR�
the next place to serve, and trust God for the rest.

  This means war
� ,�WKLQN�RI�LW�DV�OLYLQJ�LQ�D�WLPH�RI�ZDU²VHULRXV�VSLULWXDO�
war. 2 Timothy 2:3-4 says, “Suffer hardship with me, as 
a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier in active service 
entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that 
he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.”
� ,�PDNH�VDFUL¿FHV�IRU�WKH�FDXVH��,�GRQ¶W�OLYH�DV�LI�LW�ZHUH�
a time of peace. There are lives at stake. How can I face 
Jesus in heaven with my one talent and tell Him I buried 
LW�WR�NHHS�LW�VDIH"�+H�ZRXOG�EH�MXVWL¿HG�LQ�WKURZLQJ�PH�
out the door. “Faithless, worthless servant!”
 Instead I want to hear Him say, “Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant.”

Patty Petersen applying the “Way of the Master”

technique at the SDB church’s booth in 

downtown Boulder, Colo.
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ME?? A missionary???

� :RZ��0LVVLRQV��0LVVLRQ�¿HOG��
Missionary. Those are words that 
I would have never associated 
with myself, having had no special 
training in that area.
 I never envisioned myself talking 
about mission work, let alone go-
ing on mission trips. I considered 
“missionaries” as unique (strange) 
individuals. Yet, here I am talking 
about missions, as a result of trips 
I was privileged to take over the 
past few years.

How my “mission” began

 It would be helpful to note that 
my initial visit to Guyana was never 
(at least in my mind) intended to 
be a “mission trip.” Dr. Ron Davis, 
with a team of nurses, was planning 
a Medical Mission trip to Guyana 
for July 2007. As a native from 
there, they requested that I accom-
pany them as the Team Pastor.
 My initial reaction was a big 
“NO” as I had done with previous 
requests. But, after seeking the 
Lord, it was clear to me that I 

should submit to His providential 
will and extend my ministry borders, 
beginning with Guyana.
 The leadership of the Washing-
ton SDB Church (where I pastor) 
thought it was high time for me to 
PDNH�WKDW�WULS�DQG�VHH�¿UVWKDQG�
some of what the church had been 
supporting over the years. I was in. 
It was 28 years since I had last been 
in Guyana.

Undercover missionary

 Very few people knew that I was 
on the team, including extended 
family members. Only my church 
and immediate family knew that I 
was going.
 I should have known the Lord 
was up to something. The team 
VSHQW�WKH�¿UVW�DIWHUQRRQ�DW�WKH�]RR��
and a television crew was there. 
They interviewed us and the con-
versation was actually broadcast the 
next morning. Oh, what a surprise!
 Blending in with the culture and 
“hiding” within the team were my 
intentions. It was not long before 
several older Guyanese began mak-
ing the connections of their ghostly 
offspring.
 People found me to express ap-
preciation for the materials (Bibles, 

by Pastor Paul Andries

     Washington, D.C.

The preferred—and most sensible—mode of transportation.
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Strong Concordances, clothes, 
guitars, supplies, etc.) we had 
shipped over the past 2-3 years. 
Several leaders asked me to come 
and do some leadership training 
with them.

You want me to do what?

 I am quite aware that I am neith-
er a missionary nor an instructor, 
so therefore I wanted to say no. 
But I am comfortable, however, 
sharing the Word and Biblical 
principles that would encourage 
others to move toward their call-
ing. So my answer was “Yes.” 
Then there was the matter of how 
�¿QDQFH��DQG�ZKHQ��WLPH���,�ZDV�
completely settled that the Lord 
would have to work out those 
“minor” details. He did.
 The Seventh Day Baptist Confer-
ence of Guyana has been yearning 
to train their leaders since the estab-
lishment of the churches and Con-
ference 100 years ago. They are very 
grateful for those who have visited 
in the past, but are looking for fu-
ture training that would further pre-
pare them for ministry in their local 
churches and communities.

A warm-up for things to come

 I could not respond to their 
UHTXHVW�XQWLO�,�KDG�IXO¿OOHG�P\�
obligations as Conference Presi-
dent of our churches in the U.S. 
and Canada. However, I was 
able to share general thoughts 
relating to “The Making, Calling 

& Qualifying of God’s Leaders for 

His Church” with some of the key 
leaders on my return trip in 2008. 
After two sessions with the Guyana 
Conference’s leader, we felt that 
this was the direction the Lord 
was leading. A leadership training 
session was held using material 
based on that lesson.
 Hunger for the Word and pas-
sion to see it spread among all 
people in the land is their cry. The 
trainings were held at the Bona 
Ventura SDB Church on the Pome-
roon River. This is the most central 
point, facilitating those who travel 
from the interior regions.

Why on the river?

 The sole means of transporta-
tion in that region is by boat. One 
might wonder: Why not hold the 
training in the city, or a place where 
other modes of transportation are 
more readily available? When you 
consider the cost of living, coupled 
with location, it would be more 
GLI¿FXOW�IRU�WKH�OHDGHUV�IURP�WKH�
interior region to attend.
 The interior brethren literally 
travel for hours, sometimes by a 
small motor boat, and sometimes 
paddling in canoes. They make the 
trip because they are given the op-
portunity to learn. This is not only 
D�VDFUL¿FH�RQ�DOO�IURQWV��EXW�DOVR�D�
demonstration of their passion and 
yearning for the Word of God.
 Even though they have MUCH 
less than we, our brothers and sis-
ters in Guyana have demonstrated 

Pastor Paul Andries (left) teaches Bible

basics to some eager students.

cont. next page
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a level of faithfulness that 
should put most Christians 
in our Conference on a 
shame bench.

More than ability and 

aptitude

 One key thing I have 
observed in ministry over 
the years is that it isn’t just 
your ability and aptitude, 
but rather your availability 
and attitude that God uses. 
“Lord,” I prayed, “Even with 
my limited ability, I ask that You use 
PH�ZKHUH�<RX�VHH�¿W�
 During the evaluation process 
of the February 2013 training, I 
was urged by the participants and 
President to return for another ses-
sion. They said to me, “You need 
to come at least twice a year.” I 
was told that I have a “connection” 
with this group, and “We do not 
ZDQW�WKH�¿UH�WR�JR�RXW�´

Come again?

 These men are serious! They are 
hungry for the Word. Most of them 
have no formal training. They are 
trying to become agents of change 
within the Conference. I was also 
WROG��³7KLV�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�WKDW�
so many leaders came out to any 
training program in the Conference 
in a very long time.” There were an 
DYHUDJH�RI����OHDGHUV�LQ�DWWHQGDQFH�
 They asked, “Pastor, could you 
come again?” Most of them said, 
“We want to learn how to study the 
Bible.” I agree completely. I had 
taught this in the D.C. church, both 
at our Wednesday night Bible Study 
and the CALLED Program. A few 
DGMXVWPHQWV�ZHUH�PDGH�VSHFL¿FDO�
ly for the group in Guyana, and I 
named it “The Principle of Bibli-

cal Interpretation.”

Where’s the paperwork?

 Because of their lack of formal 
training, most of them feel inade-
quate to minister and are scoffed 
at in their community for not hav-
LQJ�D�GRFXPHQW�RU�FHUWL¿FDWH�RI�
authorization. Conference Presi-
dent Pastor Sherlock and I felt 
since the materials were of good 
TXDOLW\��FHUWL¿FDWHV�ZHUH�LQ�RUGHU�
� 7KH�DWWHQGHHV�UHFHLYHG�D�FHUWL¿�
cate of completion for each of the 
workshops. This might not mean 
much to us, but to them, receiving 
that piece of paper was extremely 
meaningful. Now they could show 
their communities they have a cer-
WL¿FDWH�RI�VRPH�%LEOLFDO�7UDLQLQJ�

Time to learn about us

 At the conclusion of the work-
shop held September 15 thru 20, 
they unanimously said, “We need 
to know more about Seventh Day 
Baptists and our history.” I have 
been in contact with the SDB Li-
brarian/Historian in putting to-
gether something for that session. 
I thank the Historical Society and 
its leadership for sending me a box 
of material on Guyana’s history, as 
well as complementary materials 
to help support this effort to fur-
ther their education.

    A date for my return to 
Guyana has not been set. 
My knowledge is limited, 
yet more advanced than 
most of those men. They 
want me to share what I 
know, which humbles me 
greatly. I have made this 
promise to the Lord: “As 
long as I have breath, my 
health is intact, they want 
me to come, and the funds 
DUH�PDGH�DYDLODEOH²,�ZLOO��

        make this trip as often as pos- 
        sible,” as the Lord permits.

Education is key

 This is a group of people who 
are hungry for education; that is, 
the Word of God. Yes, they want 
other teaching and helpful material 
things for ministries, but I believe 
the greatest need is education. As 
WKH\�DUH�VHW�IUHH�HGXFDWLRQDOO\²
coupled with their spiritual insights 
and desire for oneness within the 
&RQIHUHQFH²WKH\�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�
less dependent on our Conference. 
They are aware of this and are mak-
ing preparations.
 I hope to take a team at a future 
date to assist with a more advanced 
training program similar to the 
T.I.M.E. or CALLED programs.

 As I think of all of my people 
in Guyana and their needs, I am 
reminded of Isaiah and his people 
of the Northern Kingdom and their 
needs. “Also I heard the voice of 

the Lord, saying, Whom shall I 

send, and who will go for us? 

Then said I, Here am I; send me.” 
(Isa. 6:5-8).
 On behalf of the Seventh Day 
Baptist Conference of Guyana, 
thank you for the multiple means 
of support you have given to ad-
vance their leadership.

Much more than just a piece of paper!
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Sometimes a word or phrase is spoken and it sticks with
you. There are some lines that don’t fade into your memory
(movie quotes, Bible verses, BAZINGA!). 

During SCSC training one year, our team was given some
advice I think about often. We were told that when we 
finished a task we should look around, find several other
things that needed to be done, and ask the person in charge
what they wanted us to start on next. If they blanked, then
we could articulate our ideas and things could keep moving.

Taking the initiative like this is a small matter and most of
the time people would never notice if it didn’t happen. But
when you do, you stand out. Sometimes I wonder if that is
where Christians miss an opportunity.

We are set on trying to live a better life, a more Christ-like
life, to be the example of his light in a dark world. We at-
tempt to live lives of godliness (a good thing to strive for)
but it is impossible for us to be perfect. What is left when
we fail? Is it really enough to fail less than non-Christians?
Living a good life is what many people try to do. Is there 
really any difference doing that because of a religious be-
lief? I think it is the absent actions which no one knows
enough to miss that could set us apart. We need to look
around and see what needs to be done – consistently. 

In Colossians 4:5-6, Paul says that we should behave 
wisely and speak with grace, tempered with truth, toward
unbelievers. Paul is concerned with our behavior toward
others. This isn’t living a pure life others can see so maybe
they’ll want it, too. That sort of behavior isn’t about others

at all, it’s all about you. We can’t be pure even though that
struggle is a part of our witness. Our behavior towards 
others is about caring for them physically, mentally, and
then spiritually. We should be consciously looking for ways
to support others, seeing what they need even if they don’t
say it outright.

Speech is next. Paul says we should speak grace into the
lives of other people. Not “kumbaya” communication but
actually listening and then responding in truth. Being 
allowed to speak and be heard isn’t something that happens
very often for many people these days. It’s even more rare
for them to actually be listened to. The last part of verse six
talks about knowing how to answer people, having the wit
to make an articulated diplomatic response. But we can’t
respond if we don’t listen. No matter how communicative
our actions might be, they don’t tell the entire story. People
need the why. We won’t get to tell them about our experi-
ence unless we are looking for and acting upon the opportu-
nities they give us.

I think we treat evangelism as if we have to be on the street
corner approaching strangers, using tracts, giving them the
Gospel. But our best evangelistic opportunities don’t always
come in that package. Sometimes the opportunity is with
family, coworkers, friends, or neighbors. We miss it 
because we aren’t looking around to see what else needs 
to be done. God gives us opportunities to fulfill the Great 
Commission and will guide our behavior and words. All we
need to do is recognize when it happens. God went above
and beyond for us. What seems like above and beyond to
other people is everyday when you are with Him. 

Women’s Society page 
by Katrina Goodrich
www.sdbwomen.org
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    Over the last 40 years—approximately the span of 
a generation—no less than 27 Jamaicans or men of 
Jamaican descent have served as Pastor, Assistant Pastor,
or Associate Pastor of a Seventh Day Baptist Church in
North America. That is quite a remarkable occurrence
when considered from any angle, and by any measure-
ment. But what are some of the factors that have led to
that phenomenal development?

    A little historical background is useful here. In 1923, 
the first contact from Sabbathkeepers in Jamaica to 
Seventh Day Baptists in the United States was made. A 
denomination called Free Seventh-day Adventist was
crumbling and individuals in one of those churches found
themselves in possession of a publication called “The
Voice.” This publication was published by Pastor Robert
St. Clair, pastor of the Detroit, Michigan SDB Church, who
received a letter from Jamaica. The individuals were very
interested in what they had read.

    Pastor St. Clair and the Northwestern Association 
responded to the inquiry by sending to Jamaica one of
their pastors, Clifford Hansen, along with the Correspon-
ding Secretary of the SDB Missionary Society, William
Burdick. The visit was a fruitful one because at the end of 
a period of visiting churches, studying, teaching, and
preaching, a group of 14 former Free Seventh-day Adven-
tist Churches decided to become Seventh Day Baptist.

    By 1927, it had become clear that the churches in 
Jamaica needed help on the field, and so a series of long-
term American missionaries were sent to aid in the work.
These included Rev. and Mrs. Burdette Coon, Rev. and
Mrs. Gerald Hargis, Rev. Luther Crichlow, Rev. and Mrs.
Wardner Fitz Randolph and Rev. and Mrs. Leon Lawton.
Their collective service extended until 1964.

    During this period, the need for trained native workers
was prominently entrenched in the minds of both the
Americans and the Jamaicans. As a response to the 
growing sense that the Jamaica Conference would need to
have trained leaders to succeed their benefactors from the
north, Crandall High School was opened in 1948 with the
objective of providing a high school education to Seventh
Day Baptist children, as well as early training for ministry
to those so inclined.

    The list of principals supplied to Crandall High School
by the American SDB Missionary Society spans from 1948-
1978. It includes Rev. and Mrs. Neal Mills, Dr. and Mrs.
Orville Bond, Mr. and Mrs. Grover Brissey, Mr. and Mrs.
Courtland Davis, Mr. Wayne Crandall, and Mr. and Mrs.
Douglas Mackintosh.

Andy Samuels is the pastor of the Miami, FL SDB Church,
chairman of the Standing Committee on Faith and Order,
and the General Secretary of the Seventh Day Baptist
World Federation.

The Nick of Time
Nick Kersten

Librarian-Historian

JAMAICAN SDB PASTORS IN NORTH AMERICA

By Rev. Andy Samuels

    The Seventh Day Baptist Historical Society voted at its 
annual meeting, June 1, to pursue merger with the Seventh
Day Baptist General Conference, USA & Canada. The vote
was 89 to 8 in favor of pursuing merger. This included votes
of members present at the meeting and those sending proxy
votes of “yes” or “no” on the specific question. In response, the
Society will begin work on a formal merger agreement which
would assure continuation of the Society’s work through a
Historical Council of the Conference. The hope is that the
merger agreement would be ready for vote by Society mem-
bers in 2015 with probable vote by the General Conference in
2016, the 100-year anniversary of the Society.

SR
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 Seven students gathered in 

Janesville, Wis., at the SDB Center 

IRU�WKH�¿QDO�ZHHN�RI�WKH�³6XPPHU´�
Institute in Sabbath Theology. The 

students began participating on-

OLQH�LQ�)HEUXDU\�DQG�VXEPLWWHG�
their Sabbath Theology paper at 

the end of the class session in Wis-

consin.

� 6WXGHQWV�ZHUH�7LP�%DQFURIW�
IURP�:HOOVYLOOH��1�<��DQG�D�PHPEHU�
at First Genesee SDB, Little Gen-

HVHH��1�<���&OLQW�%URZQ�IURP�:HV�
WHUO\��5�,�DQG�D�PHPEHU�DW�)LUVW�
+RSNLQWRQ�6'%��$VKDZD\��5�,���
-RKQPDUN�&DPHQJD��3DVWRU�DW�/RVW�
&UHHN��:�9D���&DUO�*UHHQH��3DVWRU�
DW�+HEURQ��3D���.HYLQ�3DOPLWHU��
3DVWRU�DW�)LUVW�*HQHVHH��1�<���5D\�
3HWHUVRQ�IURP�5DFLQH��:LV���DQG�
D�PHPEHU�DW�3DWDVNDOD��2KLR��DQG�
'DYLG�6WDOO��3DVWRU�DW�)LUVW�+RS�
NLQWRQ�6'%�LQ�$VKDZD\��5�,�
� 7KH�6DEEDWK²IURP�FUHDWLRQ�

2014 Institute held
Sessions deal with the Sabbath

WKURXJK�WKH�6FULSWXUHV²ZDV�VWXGLHG��
7KLV�LQFOXGHG�ORRNLQJ�DW�LWV�RULJLQ�
DQG�SUDFWLFHV�LQ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��
DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�H[DPSOH�RI�-HVXV�DQG�

Summer Institute 2014. Seated (left to right): Tim Bancroft, Clint 

Brown, and Kevin Palmiter. Standing (l. to r.): Gordon Lawton,

David Stall, Ray Peterson, Carl Greene, and Johnmark Camenga.

by Gordon Lawton

     Dean, SDB School

     of Ministry

the early Church. We had a session 

discussing the practical application 

of Sabbath principles found in the 

%LEOH��DV�ZHOO�DV�D�WLPH�RI�WU\LQJ�WR�
understand the reasoning of those 

ZKR�GR�QRW�NHHS�WKH�VHYHQWK�GD\�
Sabbath. (Understanding is not the 

VDPH�DV�DJUHHPHQW��
� ,W�ZDV�D�JRRG�WLPH�RI�OHDUQLQJ�
DERXW�WKLV�LPSRUWDQW�WRSLF�DV�ZHOO�
as deepening friendships and build-

LQJ�QHZ�RQHV��7KRVH�WDNLQJ�WKH�
FODVV�DW�WKH�VHPLQDU\�JUDGXDWH�OHYHO�
UHFHLYHG�D�OHWWHU�JUDGH��2WKHUV�ZHUH�
JUDGHG�3DVV�)DLO�
 This is one of three such classes 

that teach SDB distinctives. Last 

\HDU�ZDV�6'%�3ROLW\�DQG�QH[W�\HDU�
is SDB History.

Books read included:

The Sabbath: Symbol of Creation and Re-Creation 

 by Herbert E. Saunders (American Sabbath Tract Society, 1970) 

Perspectives On the Sabbath, Four Views 
 edited by John Donato (B&H Academic, 2011)

Spiritual Sabbathism by A.H. Lewis 

 (American Sabbath Tract Society, 1910)

True to the Sabbath, True to Our God: Practical Sabbath Keeping 

� F]�0EVV]�+VEJ½YW�
 (American Sabbath Tract and Communication Council, 1998)

Divine Rest for Human Restlessness 
 by Samuele Bacchiocchi (Biblical Perspectives, 1988)
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Committing the Word to memory
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� 3DUW�RI�REH\LQJ�DOO�WKDW�&KULVW�FRPPDQGHG�LV�UHPHPEHULQJ�ZKDW�+H�VDLG�DQG�ZKDW�+H�YDOXHG��6HYHQWK�
'D\�%DSWLVWV�HQFRXUDJH�WKLV�SDUW�RI�GLVFLSOHVKLS�E\�PHPRUL]LQJ�6FULSWXUH�WRJHWKHU�
� 7KH�%RDUG�RI�&KULVWLDQ�(GXFDWLRQ�KDV�VWUHQJWKHQHG�WKDW�LPSXOVH�ZLWK�WKH�DQQXDO�6FULSWXUH�0HPRU\�
SURJUDP��6LQFH�WKH�SURJUDP�EHJDQ��PRUH�WKDQ�������SHRSOH�IURP����FKXUFKHV�KDYH�SDUWLFLSDWHG�

Mary G. Clare Scripture Memory Bowl
� :H�JUDQW�WKH�0DU\�*��&ODUH�6FULSWXUH�0HPRUL]DWLRQ�$ZDUG�HDFK�\HDU�WR�WKH�6'%�FKXUFK�ZLWK�WKH�PRVW�
SDUWLFLSDQWV��7KLV�VHYHQ�LQFK�VLOYHU�SODWH�ERZO�LV�KHOG�E\�WKH�ZLQQLQJ�FKXUFK�IRU�WKH�\HDU�DQG�WKHQ�SDVVHG�
WR�WKH�ZLQQHU��6LQFH�WKH�SURJUDP�EHJDQ����������GLIIHUHQW�FKXUFKHV�KDYH�ZRQ�WKH�DZDUG�

2013�� 7RURQWR��21
2012�� $OIUHG�6WDWLRQ��1<
2011�� %RXOGHU��&2
2010�� 7RURQWR��21
2009�� 7RURQWR��21
2008�� 7RURQWR��21
2007�� 7RURQWR��21�	�
� ����� 0LOWRQ��:,
2006�� 7RURQWR��21
2005�� 7RURQWR��21
2004�� 0LOWRQ��:,
2003�� 6KLORK��1-

2002�� 1HZ�<RUN�&LW\��1<
2001�� 1HZ�<RUN�&LW\��1<
2000�� 1HZ�<RUN�&LW\��1<�	�
� ����� 7RURQWR��21
1999�� 1HZ�<RUN�&LW\��1<
1998�� 6HDWWOH��:$
1997�� 7RURQWR��21
1996�� 7RURQWR��21
1995�� 9HURQD��1<
1994�� /RVW�&UHHN��:9
1993�� /RVW�&UHHN��:9
1992�� /RVW�&UHHN��:9

1991�� /RVW�&UHHN��:9
1990�� /RVW�&UHHN��:9
1989�� /RVW�&UHHN��:9
1988�� 5LFKEXUJ��1<
1987�� /RVW�&UHHN��:9
1986�� �QR�SURJUDP�
1985�� 6HDWWOH��:$
1984�� �QR�DZDUG�
1983�� 5LYHUVLGH��&$
1982�� 5LYHUVLGH��&$
1981�� 'RGJH�&HQWHU��01

Scripture Memory HONOR ROLL
� ,Q�������UHFRJQL]LQJ�WKDW�VPDOOHU�FKXUFKHV�PLJKW�QHYHU�KDYH�WKH�FKDQFH�WR�ZLQ�WKH�
6FULSWXUH�0HPRU\�%RZO��WKH�%RDUG�LQVWLWXWHG�WKH�6FULSWXUH�0HPRU\�+RQRU�5ROO�WR�
UHFRJQL]H�FKXUFKHV�ZLWK�DQ�DPD]LQJ�participation rate�LQ�WKH�SURJUDP��&KXUFKHV�DUH�
SODFHG�RQ�WKH�+RQRU�5ROO�ZKHQ�WKHLU�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�UDWH�H[FHHGV�����RI�WKHLU�DYHUDJH�
ZRUVKLS�DWWHQGDQFH��6L[�FKXUFKHV�KDYH�DWWDLQHG�WKH�KRQRU�UROO�LQ�DW�OHDVW�RQH�\HDU�

2013
 Bell Seventh Day Baptist Church, 

����� 6DOHPYLOOH��3$
2012 & 2011
� 0LGGOH�,VODQG��
����� 1HZ�0LOWRQ��:9
2009
� $OO�1DWLRQV��
����� *DUGHQD��&$
� 0LGGOH�,VODQG��
����� 1HZ�0LOWRQ��:9

2008
� $OO�1DWLRQV��
����� *DUGHQD��&$
� 0HWUR�$WODQWD��
����� +LUDP��*$
� 0LGGOH�,VODQG��
����� 1HZ�0LOWRQ��:9
2005
� 9LVLRQ�&KULVWLDQ�)HOORZVKLS��
     Westerly, RI

 Central SDB Church, 

����� 0LWFKHOOYLOOH��0'
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Forever changed

in West Africa
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by Danny Lee      

     Colorado Springs, Colo.

Danny Lee leads a baby dedication service 

at an SDB church in Ghana.

� ,�ZDV�KXPEO\�EOHVVHG�WR�DFFRP�
SDQ\�0LVVLRQDU\�6RFLHW\�'LUHFWRU�
&OLQW�%URZQ�WR�WKH�5HSXEOLF�RI�
&DPHURRQ��/LEHULD�DQG�*KDQD�RQ�
D�PXFK�QHHGHG�PLVVLRQ�WULS�WR�VHH�
6'%V�LQ�:HVW�$IULFD�
� :H�¿UVW�ÀHZ�WR�&DPHURRQ�DQG�
had the pleasure of attending their 

$QQXDO�&RQIHUHQFH�LQ�D�VPDOO�YLOODJH�
ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH�MXQJOH��:H�ZRUVKLS�
SHG�ZLWK�VRPH�ZRQGHUIXO�SHRSOH�
DQG�VKDUHG�D�IHDVW�ZLWK�WKHP��:H�
DOVR�KDG�VHYHUDO�PHHWLQJV�ZLWK�ORFDO�
Christians, pastors, the Conference 

3UHVLGHQW��IRUPHU�0LQLVWHU�RI�&DP�
eroon, and a local chief.

� 2Q�WKH�ZD\�RXW�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\��
ZH�ZHUH�ERRNHG�RQ�D�ÀLJKW�WKDW�GLG�
QRW�H[LVW��VR�ZH�JRW�RQ�WKH�ODVW�ÀLJKW�
WR�/DJRV��1LJHULD��8SRQ�DUULYLQJ�
LQ�1LJHULD��WKH�RI¿FLDOV�UHDOL]HG�ZH�
GLG�QRW�KDYH�9LVDV��7KH\�WRRN�RXU�
SDVVSRUWV�DQG�GHWDLQHG�XV�LQ�D�URRP�
ZLWK�VRPH�JXDUGV�IRU�WKH�HYHQLQJ�
� :KDW�D�EOHVVLQJ��:H�ZHUH�DEOH�
WR�WDON�DERXW�-HVXV�ZLWK�VHYHUDO�DQG�

encourage one to pursue his desire 

RI�EHLQJ�D�SDVWRU��,�DP�FHUWDLQ�WKLV�
ZDV�*RG¶V�ZLOO�IRU�ZK\�ZH�ZHUH�LQ�
1LJHULD�³E\�PLVWDNH�´�$OO�ZDV�JRRG�
LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�DQG�ZH�ZHUH�DEOH�
to continue to Liberia.

� :KLOH�LQ�/LEHULD��VHFXULW\�ZHQW�
HYHU\ZKHUH�ZLWK�XV��6LQFH�WKH�FRXQ�
WU\�ZDV�UHFRYHULQJ�IURP�D�FLYLO�ZDU��
VRPH�ZHUH�FRQFHUQHG�IRU�RXU�VDIHW\��
:H�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�PHHW�ZLWK�PDQ\�
Christians, pastors, and University 

OHDGHUV��,W�ZDV�JUHDW�WR�YLVLW�VHYHUDO�
churches and schools during our 

EULHI�WLPH�WKHUH��:H�DWWHQGHG�DQG�
VSRNH�DW�D�FKXUFK�VHUYLFH�DQG�KHOG�D�
4	$�ZLWK�VHYHUDO�RI�WKH�ORFDO�SDVWRUV��
)URP�/LEHULD�ZH�KHDGHG�WR�*KDQD�
� ,Q�*KDQD��ZH�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�YLVLW�
the Seventh Day Baptist Church in 

$FFUD��:H�GHOLYHUHG�WKH�PRUQLQJ�
PHVVDJH�DQG�FRQGXFWHG�D�EDE\�
dedication during the service. In 

DGGLWLRQ��ZH�KHOG�D�4	$�ZLWK�WKH�
FKXUFK�DQG�ODWHU�PHW�ZLWK�WKH�FKXUFK�
%RDUG��:H�VDZ�VRPH�ODQG�WKH�FKXUFK�

RZQV�DQG�YLVLWHG�D�6XQGD\�FKXUFK�
that supports our SDB friends.

� :KDW�D�SOHDVXUH�WR�VHH�D�ZRQGHU�
ful church building they had built 

in the last year, and then be able 

WR�KHOS�WKHP�D�OLWWOH�ZLWK�EXLOGLQJ�
D�GUDLQDJH�V\VWHP��EDWKURRP�
SOXPELQJ�DQG�ÀRRU��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��
ZH�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�VSHQG�VRPH�WLPH�
ZLWK�ORFDO�FKXUFK�OHDGHUV�VLJKWVHH�
ing the local area.

� $OO�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�ZH�PHW�ZLWK�
ZHUH�ORYLQJ�DQG�YHU\�DFFRPPRGD�
WLQJ��7KH\�DUH�DOO�FRPPLWWHG�DQG�
KDUG�ZRUNHUV�IRU�WKH�/RUG��,�FRQ�
VLGHU�WKHP�P\�EURWKHUV�DQG�VLVWHUV�
LQ�&KULVW��9LVLWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�
ZDV�SXUH�MR\�
� *RG�LV�WUXO\�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�:HVW�
$IULFD��ZKLFK�ZDV�VR�HYLGHQW�LQ�RXU�
YLVLW��0\�WUDYHOV��DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�
FRQ¿UP�WKDW�WKH�*RVSHO�RI�WKH�RQH�
WUXH�*RG�LV�FRQVLVWHQWO\������WKH�
VDPH�HYHU\ZKHUH�,�JR��7KHUH�LV�RQO\�
RQH�+RO\�6SLULW�VSHDNLQJ�WKH�VDPH�
PHVVDJH�WR�HYHU\RQH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�
� $V�ZH�ZHUH�JHWWLQJ�ELW�E\�PRV�
TXLWRHV��UHGLUHFWHG�DW�WLPHV��HDWLQJ�
foods that could have upset our 

VWRPDFKV��VSHDNLQJ�EROGO\�E\�WKH�
Holy Spirit bringing forth Scripture 

DQG�LQ�DUHDV�WKDW�ZHUH�QRW�WKH�VDIHVW��
*RG�SHUIRUPHG�PLUDFOHV�HDFK�GD\�
RI�RXU�WULS��,�OHDUQHG�ZKDW�LW�LV�OLNH�
to stay in constant prayer for days 

RQ�HQG�DQG�EH�WKDQNIXO�IRU�WKH�VLP�
plest things.

� 7KH�QHHGV�DUH�PDQ\�LQ�WKHVH�
DUHDV�DQG�P\�SUD\HU�LV�WKDW�HYHU\�
one either begins to give or increases 

WKH�DPRXQW�WKH\�JLYH�WR�PLVVLRQV��
1R�PDWWHU�WKH�DPRXQW��LW�LV�DOO�
ZRUWK\�DQG�QHHGHG��,�DP�IRUHYHU�
FKDQJHG�E\�WKLV�WULS�DQG�ORRN�IRU�
ZDUG�WR�KRSHIXOO\�UHYLVLWLQJ�WKHVH�
DUHDV�DW�D�ODWHU�WLPH�
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By Seth Osborn
Boulder, CO

the BEACON
July/August 2014

Well, here I am. My last Beacon article. After serving 
for two years as the editor/most-of-the-time-writer, 
I’m now at the end. Similarly, I’m at the end of my 
high school career; I graduated on May 25. And I’m 
also at the end of a romantic relationship. Actually we 
broke up just a few hours before I sat down to write this.

So many endings. It’s a little overwhelming to be quite 
honest. What do I do now that everything is coming 
to a close? What else than look forward to the new 
beginnings? This may be the last time I write for 
the Beacon, but it’s most certainly not the last time 
I’ll write. Who knows, maybe I’ll even end up writing 
for The Sabbath Recorder again at some point. I’m 
done with grade school, but come August 25 I’ll be 
off to my first day of college classes. Though I am 
sad about the breakup, it does open up new 
opportunities for me. Without having to struggle 
with long distance and spending enough time 
talking to my significant other, I can spend more 
time with the friends that are close to me, or read 
more books, or spend more time outside.

Wow. Now all the beginnings are starting to over-
whelm me. Well, I should probably see what advice 
God has for me. Let me just open up my new Bible 
that I got from my church as a graduation gift. 
(Hey, it’s already coming in handy!)

Good old Jeremiah 29:11. I think I used this one in 
my first article, too. “For I know the plans I have for 
you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for 
evil, to give you a future and a hope.” Joshua 1:9. 
“‘Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be 
dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you 
wherever you go.’” Proverbs 19:21. “Many 
are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is 
the purpose of the LORD that will stand.”

Let’s go back a little earlier in that book, too. 
Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the LORD with all your

heart, and do not lean on your own under-
standing. In all your ways acknowledge him,

and he will make straight your paths.”

Okay. Sorry to drop all of those on you at once, but
they had some overlap in what they were saying. 

I figured it might be easier to lay them all out
first and then examine the whole of what they’re 

saying. Okay, so let’s look at one of the big 
common threads here: God has plans, and those
are the plans that are gonna work out. We might

have our own plans for how things will turn
out, but those aren’t guaranteed to work.
God’s plans will, though, and these plans

are for our benefit. Things might get rough
along the way, but things will all be good

in the end. We just have to quit relying on
our plans and the way we think things
should work. Instead, we should turn 

to God and trust Him.

I don’t know about you guys, but I feel better
now. I’m not feeling completely good, and I’m
sure that negative feelings will still follow me
around for a while. But that’s okay. Trusting

in God doesn’t mean you’ll only ever have
positive feelings. I just can’t let those feelings

get the best of me. Whenever I’m overwhelmed
by them, I can look through the Bible again,

reading these and more encouraging verses to
help me. I can pray for help through the hard

times. I just need to remember Jesus’ advice in
Matthew 11:29-30: “‘Take my yoke upon you, 

and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for

your souls. For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light.’”

What Do I Do Now?

SR
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Vote on

Statement

SR
Important letter concerning our vote
on the Statement of Belief

Dear SDB Churches and Membership: 

 We pray that this communication might find you and your congregation well. The General 
Council and staff of the General Conference pray frequently for you. 
 We are writing this letter to you concerning issues of conscience brought about by the pro-
posed amendment to our Statement of Belief concerning the return of Christ. The proposed 
amendment was passed as a first reading at our General Conference sessions in 2013 with 
an overwhelming voice vote and was sent to all member churches in January 2014 to prepare 
for a vote by churches at our General Conference sessions in 2014. (That January letter and 
this one has been sent to each church via certified mail. Both letters concerning the amend-
ment will also be posted at www.seventhdaybaptist.org.)  
 We believe there is overwhelming support for the intent of the proposed amendment. The 
reason behind its proposal is to communicate our common belief that Christ will return (while 
not committing to a certain eschatology) as the hope of the Gospel and that the timing of His 
return is known to God alone. 
 Communication has been received from both clergy and laity within our churches which let 
us know that the wording of the proposed amendment has caused some confusion regarding 
these matters. Because of these genuine concerns of conscience, the General Council would 
like to be proactive in addressing them. 
 Therefore, after consultation with our parliamentarians and denominational leaders, we are 
seeking unanimous consent from the delegates to the 2014 General Conference sessions to 
change the word Father to God in the proposed amendment to the Statement of Belief. 
The new sentence would then read, “We believe that Jesus Christ, in keeping with His 

promise, will return suddenly, personally and visibly, at a time known only by God.”
 We believe that this change from one specific person of the Godhead to involve the entire 
Godhead will eliminate the concerns of conscience communicated to us. This should permit 
us to bring greater unity to a statement which expresses our common belief. 
 If we are not able to achieve unanimous consent, we will seek to temporarily suspend the 
rules regarding the framing of the question to allow this amendment. 
 As you instruct your delegates or send your votes to the Conference office, please under-
stand that this change will take place at our Conference sessions in 2014 and your delegates 
or votes should be prepared accordingly. If you are already in favor of the amendment as cur-
rently worded, this should not change your vote. If you have issues of conscience over the 
current wording of the proposed amendment but concur with the intent, we believe that this 
change to the amendment should help address your concern. 
 It is our eager desire to serve Seventh Day Baptists and to communicate the Gospel and 
our beliefs as clearly as possible. If you should have any questions, or need any clarifications, 
please do not hesitate to contact the General Council or the General Conference office. 
 May we be faithful to God and each other as we strive to advance His Kingdom!

Serving Christ’s Kingdom and SDBs,
   The SDB General Council
   Dannette Montague, Susan Fox, Rod Noel, Dale Thorngate, John Pethtel (Chairman)
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Choose…
to be Fruitful!

� $V�P\�¿QDO�LQVWDOOPHQW�DV�WKLV�
\HDU¶V�&RQIHUHQFH�3UHVLGHQW��DQG�
NHHSLQJ�RQ�WUDFN�LQ�VKDULQJ�VRPH�
thoughts about each passage in 

RXU�6FULSWXUH�0HPRU\�SURJUDP�
IRU������������ZH�KDYH�RQH�ODVW�
SDVVDJH²WKH�³ELJ´�RQH²WR�WDFNOH��
,W¶V�John 15:1-17.

� 3HUKDSV�LW¶V�³ELJ´�QRW�MXVW�EH�
FDXVH�LW�LV�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�³ORQJ´�
RQH�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�FKRRVH�WR�KLGH�LQ�
RXU�KHDUWV��RU�QRW���EXW�PD\EH�LW�
FDQ�DOVR�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�³ELJ´�EH�
FDXVH�RI�ZKDW�LW�VD\V�DERXW�*RG¶V�
passion for us to be fruitful as His 

people and to love one another.

� ,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH�¿QDO�WZR�YHUVHV�
RI�RXU�SDVVDJH�VXP�XS�ZKDW�-HVXV�
said previously: verse 16 echoes 

WKH�ZRUGV�RI�EHLQJ�IUXLWIXO��ZKLFK�
,�VHH�DV�VXPPLQJ�XS�YHUVHV������
ZKLOH�YHUVH����PHQWLRQV�ORYH��
ZKLFK�VXPV�XS�YHUVHV������
� ,I�ZH�WDNH�WKDW�DSSURDFK�RI�FRQ�
QHFWLQJ�YHUVH����ZLWK�YHUVHV������
WKHQ�,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH�IUXLW�RI�ZKLFK�
-HVXV�VSHDNV�LV�WKH�IUXLW�RI�RWKHUV�
FRPLQJ�WR�&KULVW�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ�
� ,�ZLOO�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�³IUXLW´�DVSHFW�

� ,Q�WKLV�SDVVDJH�DUH�WKH�G\QDPLFV�
RI�2QH�*DUGHQHU��2QH�9LQH�DQG�
PDQ\�EUDQFKHV��7KHUH�DUH�WZR�NLQGV�
RI�EUDQFKHV��WKRVH�ZKR�UHPDLQ�LQ�
WKH�9LQH�DQG�WKRVH�ZKR�GRQ¶W��7KHUH�
DUH�IRXU�OHYHOV�RI�SURGXFWLYLW\�DPRQJ�
WKH�EUDQFKHV�WKDW�UHPDLQ�LQ�WKH�

9LQH��QR�IUXLW��IUXLW��PRUH�IUXLW��DQG�
PXFK�IUXLW�
� 7KDW�EHLQJ�VDLG��ZKHQ�ZH�FKRRVH�
WR�EH�IUXLWIXO²WR�EH�D�SDUW�RI�ZKDW�
*RG�LV�GRLQJ�LQ�GUDZLQJ�RWKHUV�WR�
+LV�6RQ�-HVXV�&KULVW��-RKQ������²
ZH�DUH�WKHQ�FKRRVLQJ�WR�
 

%H�3XUL¿HG
� -HVXV�VSHDNV�RI�D�EUDQFK�LQ�+LP�
WKDW�LVQ¶W�IUXLWIXO��%UXFH�:LONLQVRQ�
(Prayer of Jabez; Secrets of the 

Vine��KLWV�WKH�QDLO�RQ�WKH�KHDG�
ZKHQ�KH�VKDUHV�KRZ�WKH�ZRUG�XVX�
DOO\�WUDQVODWHG�DV�³FXW�RII´�LQ�YHUVH���
VKRXOG�PRUH�¿WWLQJO\�EH�WUDQVODWHG�
DV�³OLIWV�XS�´�7KLV�¿WV�WKH�ODQJXDJH�

RI�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�ZKHQ�WKH�
*UHHN�ZRUG�LV�XVHG�HOVHZKHUH��DV�
ZHOO�DV�WKH��VW�FHQWXU\�ZD\V�RI�FDU�
ing for vines and branches.

� 7KH�ZRUG�SLFWXUH�LV�RI�D�EUDQFK�
WKDW�QDWXUDOO\�JURZV�DORQJ�WKH�
JURXQG��,W�JHWV�FRYHUHG�ZLWK�GLUW�
DQG�GHEULV��KLGGHQ�IURP�ZDUPWK�
DQG�OLJKW��DQG�WKXV�EHFRPHV�XQ�
productive.

� 7KH�JDUGHQHU�ZLOO�OLIW�WKDW�EUDQFK�
up and out of the dirt and debris, 

cleanse it, and prop it up off the 

JURXQG�ZKHUH�LW�FDQ�UHFHLYH�WKH�
QHFHVVDU\�G\QDPLFV�IRU�IUXLWIXO�
JURZWK��3HUKDSV�ZH�QHHG�WR�DVN�

cont. on page 24
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Saying goodbye to the people who make a difference in 
our Conference work is not easy. I have been trying to 
figure out how to write about Kevin Butler and his 25 years
serving as Director of Communications of the American
Tract and Communication Council. His contributions to 
the betterment of The Sabbath Recorder have been noted
due of the look of the magazine.

Kevin started the job as Director on January 3, 1989. He
was hired by Rev. Dale Thorngate who was the Conference
Executive Secretary at that time. Kevin had vision. Kevin
had dreams. Kevin saw the opportunity as T&CC Director
as a ministry, not just a job.

When a likeable, funny, and favored coworker like Kevin
accepts another opportunity, it can often be a blow for the
people he leaves behind. His empty desk can represent its
own operational challenges – the search for suitable 
candidates, deciding who will handle his duties, and 
possibly even rewriting the job or job description. When
someone leaves his place of employment after 25 years, it
affects not only the office as a whole, but the individuals left
behind as well. Of course our real challenge is to remember
that he hasn’t really left us; he has just left his job. 

Nothing is more satisfying than enjoying the company of
the people you work with. This is especially true if some of
those people can create a fun and exciting work environ-
ment. Kevin was an inspiring colleague who was funny
when humor was needed and serious when it called for a
more somber mood. This was inspiring to our work at the
Center and also contagious to our daily attitudes.

So, although it might feel like a winter atmosphere here in
July at the SDB Center, (Kevin’s first month gone from the
job), we know that we must maintain a positive attitude
about the situation; however, this is probably easier said
than done. And you our readers will be missing Kevin too. 

Here are a few ways to help you keep up your spirits after 
a fun co-worker/friend has left:

Keep In Touch
You should try to keep in touch. This is especially true if
you had a close friendship. Nothing is more deflating to
both parties as a lack of communication after someone 

leaves a job or community. If they were a friend before, they
are a friend after. Stay in touch and work to continue to
build your relationship.

Avoid Being Negative 
You should avoid all negativity. You should do tasks that
you know you can accomplish well. Be the responsible 
person on the team and change the tone of the discussion 
if it turns negative. Being positive and not negative will help
you and your environment recover from the absence of your
friend. 

cont. on page 23

by Executive Director
Rob Appel

It Feels Like 
Winter on a 
Summer 
Day
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SRConference

SDB General Conference 2014
Bethel University, St. Paul, Minnesota

July 27 – August 2

Airlines to MSP
 Are you considering coming to Conference by 
air? There is excellent air service to Minneapolis/
St. Paul International Airport (MSP). Your Host 
Committee will be glad to pick you up with our 
Conference shuttle at either of the terminals 
at this airport. There will be a $20 per person 
charge for shuttle service (each way).

Lindbergh Terminal (Terminal 1)
If you fly by Air Canada, Air France, Alaska, 
American, Delta, Frontier, Great Lakes, United, 
or US Airways, you will arrive at Terminal 1. 
Our shuttle pickup will be at Door 6.

Traveling to Conference by Air, Rail or Bus?

Humphrey Terminal (Terminal 2)
If you fly by Airtran, Iceland Air, Southwest, Spirit, 
or Sun Country, you will arrive at Terminal 2. Our 
shuttle pickup will be at Door 8.
Both of these doors are at the extreme right as 
you go out of the terminal onto the street. 

    When you register for Conference (by June 30) 
please let us know the time of your arrival, and the 
airline you will be using. Regular shuttle service is 
planned for Sunday afternoon, July 27. There may 
be a short wait to make the most efficient use of 
the shuttles. Otherwise, shuttle service including 
pickups for pre-Conference meetings and camps—
will be on an as-needed basis. There will be a 
$20 per person charge for shuttle service.

Amtrak Train
    We also plan to pick up those arriving by Amtrak. 
The Empire Builder is the one Amtrak train serving 
Minneapolis/St. Paul. It arrives at Union Depot from 
the west scheduled at 7:50 am and from the east 
scheduled at 10:31 pm. Let your Host Committee 
know if you need shuttle service from the train.

Greyhound
 Greyhound Bus now goes into Union Depot 
in St. Paul. Please make sure your final stop is 
St. Paul, and NOT Minneapolis. Let us know when 
you plan to arrive.

dƌĂǀĞůŝŶŐ��ŝƌĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ďǇ��Ăƌ
From the East or West on I-694:
 Take Exit 41 A/I-35W South
 Take Exit 26 and turn left (east) on Co Road E 2 (County Road 73)
 Turn right (south) on old State Highway 10 (Snelling Ave./County Road 76)
 Turn left on Bethel Drive into Bethel University
After entering the campus, use the main parking lot on the right side of the road. 
Registration is in the Lundquist Community Life Building on the left.
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Change Your Work Habits 

$GMXVW�\RXU�ZRUN�URXWLQH�WR�WDNH�RQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�IHHO��
)RU�H[DPSOH��LI�.HYLQ�ZDV�D�ELJ�SDUW�RI�\RXU�ZRUNÀRZ��
WKHQ�PD\EH�\RX�FDQ�HVWDEOLVK�D�QHZ�ZRUNÀRZ�ZKHUH�
\RX�GR�WKLQJV�GLIIHUHQWO\��7KLV�ZD\�\RX�ZRQ¶W�DXWRPDW�
LFDOO\�EH�UHPLQGHG�RI�³WKH�ZD\�LW�XVHG�WR�EH´�DURXQG�
WKH�RI¿FH��%\�FUHDWLQJ�D�QHZ�URXWLQH��\RX�UHSODFH�WKH�
VSDFH�ZLWK�D�SRVLWLYH�URXWLQH�RI�\RXU�RZQ�PDNLQJ��

Start New Projects 

,Q�NHHSLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�LGHD�RI�WKH�SUHYLRXV�WLS��\RX�VKRXOG�
WU\�WR�ODXQFK�LQWR�D�QHZ�SURMHFW��ZKHWKHU�DW�KRPH�RU�DW�

ZRUN��6WDUW�D�SURMHFW�WKDW�\RX�HVSHFLDOO\�KDYH�FRQWURO�
RYHU�DQG�WKLV�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�VRPHWKLQJ�QHZ�WR�IRFXV�
RQ�WKDW�GRHVQ¶W�LQYROYH�\RXU�IRUPHU�FR�ZRUNHU�RU�
IULHQG��7KH�QHZ�SURMHFW�FDQ�FRQVXPH�\RXU�GD\�WR�
GD\�IHHOLQJV�DQG�FRQFHUQV�WKDW�PLJKW�OHDYH�\RX�OLWWOH�
WLPH�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�WKH�ZD\�LW�XVHG�WR�EH��

,�KRSH�DQG�SUD\�WKDW�WKHVH�KHOS�VRPH�RI�\RX��,�NQRZ�
ZH�DOO�SUD\�WKDW�.HYLQ�ZLOO�EH�DV�KDSS\�LQ�KLV�QHZ�
HQGHDYRUV��DV�KH�PDGH�XV�KDSS\�ZLWK�RXU�ZRUNLQJ�
ZLWK�KLP�

It Feels Like Winter, cont. from p. 21

� 7RR�RIWHQ�ZH�KHDU�WKH�FULHV�RI�
separation of Church and State 

IURP�WKRVH�ZKR�ZLVK�IRU�³IUHHGRP�
from�UHOLJLRQ´�UDWKHU�WKDQ�³IUHHGRP�
of�UHOLJLRQ´�DV�HQYLVLRQHG�E\�RXU�
)RXQGLQJ�)DWKHUV��,W�ZDV�WKHUHIRUH�
UHIUHVKLQJ�WR�DWWHQG�5DQFK�+RSH¶V�
)RXQGHU¶V�%DQTXHW�FHOHEUDWLQJ�WKHLU�
*ROGHQ�DQQLYHUVDU\�RQ�0D\���������
 We had been told that the Shiloh 

6'%�&KXUFK�ZDV�WR�UHFHLYH�WKH�
�����&KULVWLDQ�3DUWQHU�$ZDUG�IURP�
5DQFK�+RSH��+RZHYHU��ZH�GLG�
QRW�H[SHFW�WKH�6WDWH�RI�1HZ�-HUVH\�
/HJLVODWXUH�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�RXU����
years of support to Ranch Hope 

ZLWK�D�IUDPHG�³-RLQW�/HJLVODWLYH�
&RPPHQGDWLRQ�´
 The citation is too lengthy to 

TXRWH�YHUEDWLP��EXW�³Whereas´�
LQWURGXFHG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�

ϭͿ�KƵƌ��ŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ�>ĞŐŝƐůĂƟǀĞ�ZĞƉƌĞͲ
ƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƉůĞĂƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�͞ŚŽŶŽƌ�
ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŶŐƌĂƚƵůĂƚĞ͟�;ƚŚĞͿ�͞^ĞǀĞŶƚŚ�
�ĂǇ��ĂƉƟƐƚ��ŚƵƌĐŚ�ŽĨ�^ŚŝůŽŚ�

� ƵƉŽŶ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ϮϬϭϰ��ŚƌŝƐͲ
� ƟĂŶ�WĂƌƚŶĞƌ��ǁĂƌĚ͖͟�ĂŶĚ

ϮͿ�dŚĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ŝƐ�͞ŚŽŶŽƌĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĂͲ
ůƵƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ŝƚƐ�ŽƵƚƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝͲ
ďƵƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ZĂŶĐŚ�,ŽƉĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŝƚƐ�
ĞǆĞŵƉůĂƌǇ�ĚĞĚŝĐĂƟŽŶ͟�ƚŽ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�

� ŝŶ�ŶĞĞĚ͖�ĂŶĚ
ϯͿ�WĂƐƚŽƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ�
� ŚĂǀĞ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌ�ĂƐƐŝƐͲ

ƚĂŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�
ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ͖�ĂŶĚ

ϰͿ�^ƚƌĞŶŐƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�
� ^ƚĂƚĞ͕�ŽƵƌ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƵƌ�

EĂƟŽŶ�ĚĞƉĞŶĚ�ŽŶ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶƐ�
ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĂĐƚ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�ƚŽ�͞ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ�
Ă�ĐĂƵƐĞ͕͟ �͞ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵ�Ă�ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�
ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͟�Žƌ�͞ƌĞůŝĞǀĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�
ƵŶĂǀŽŝĚĂďůĞ�ŚĂƌĚƐŚŝƉ͖͟�ĂŶĚ

ϱͿ�dŚĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŽĨ�EĞǁ�:ĞƌƐĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ŝŶͲ
ĚĞďƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��ŚƵƌĐŚ�ǁŚŽƐĞ�ĞŶͲ
ĚĞĂǀŽƌƐ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�͞ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�
ůŝĨĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŵ͘͟

� 3DVWRU�'RQDOG�&KURQLJHU�DFFHSW�
HG�WKH�DZDUGV�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�WKH�
FKXUFK��VWDWLQJ�WKDW�WKH�FKXUFK¶V�
LQYROYHPHQW�EHJDQ�XQGHU�WKH�OHDG�
HUVKLS�RI�3DVWRU�&KDUOHV�%RQG�DQG�
continued through the pastorate of 

-RKQ�&DPHQJD�WR�WKH�SUHVHQW�GD\��

([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU�'DYH�%DLOH\�-U��
FRPPHQGHG�WKH�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�IRU�
SUD\HU�VXSSRUW��¿QDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�
DQG�YROXQWHHU�ZRUN�
� 'UDZLQJ�IURP�D�YDULHW\�RI�XQ�
H[SHFWHG�VXFFHVV�VWRULHV��NH\QRWH�
VSHDNHU�'U��7RQ\�&DPSROR�RI�(YDQ�
JHOLFDO�$VVRFLDWHV�IRU�7KH�3URPRWLRQ�
of Education, proposed that faith-

EDVHG�DJHQFLHV�ZRUN�EHFDXVH�WKH\�
SURYLGH�+23(�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�QHHG�
it.

� +RZHYHU��VRPH�����LQ�DWWHQ�
dance did not need to rely only on 

secondhand success stories. Jer-

PDLQH�-RQHV��D�IRUPHU�5DQFK�+RSH�
UHVLGHQW�ZKR�SODFHG�LQ�WKH�WRS�WHQ�
RQ�$PHULFDQ�,GRO��HPERGLHG�VXF�
FHVV�ZKHQ�KH�VDQJ��³,�/RRN�WR�<RX�´
 The challenge today is to contin-

ue the legacy of assistance to faith-

EDVHG�PLQLVWULHV�WKDW�JR�EH\RQG�
the scope of the local church.

�UHI��$SULO¶V�Sabbath Recorder     

   RU�VHDUFK�³5DQFK�+RSH´�IRU��
���PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

by Donna S. Bond

 Shiloh, N.J.

Shiloh Church honored

H��G��H��G��H��G��H��G��H��G��H��G��H

SR

SR

3DJH�VSRQVRUHG�LQ�PHPRU\�RI�<YRQQH�6WHSKDQ�E\�+HUE�DQG�%DUE�6DXQGHUV�²
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God to raise us up out of the dirt 

and debris of life, and into the 

ZDUPWK�RI�+LV�ORYH�DQG�OLJKW�RI�
+LV�6RQ�VR�ZH�FDQ�VWDUW�EHDULQJ�
IUXLW�DV�ZH¶YH�EHHQ�GHVLJQHG�WR�GR�
 

%H�3UXQHG
� $IWHU�D�EUDQFK�LV�OLIWHG�XS��Y���D��
DQG�LV�QRZ�EHFRPLQJ�SURGXFWLYH��
LW�QHHGV�SUXQLQJ�IURP�WLPH�WR�WLPH�
WR�EHFRPH�HYHQ�PRUH�SURGXFWLYH��
:KLOH�WKHUH�PD\�EH�³SUHWW\�JUHHQ�
OHDYHV´�RQ�D�EUDQFK��WKDW�LV�QRW�WKH�
purpose of a fruit-bearing branch.

� +RZ�PXFK�RI�RXU�OLYHV�DV�&KULV�
tians, as churches, and as a Confer-

HQFH�DUH�PDGH�XS�RI�SURGXFLQJ�
leaves but not fruit? God the Father, 

DV�WKH�0DVWHU�*DUGHQHU��ZDQWV�XV�
to produce fruit—not just be cover-

HG�ZLWK�³OHDYHV�´�$V�VXFK��+H�ZLOO�
SUXQH�RXW�RI�RXU�OLYHV�WKDW�ZKLFK�
hinders production.

 

Be Partakers
� -HVXV�UHSHDWHG�VHYHUDO�WLPHV�
RXU�QHHG�WR�UHPDLQ�FRQQHFWHG�WR�
+LP�DV�WKH�YLQH��7KH�RQO\�ZD\�IRU�
us as branches to be productive is 

WR�SDUWDNH�IURP�+LP�DV�WKH�YLQH²
WKH�VRXUFH�RI�RXU�OLIH��2QH�VRXUFH�
RI�QRXULVKPHQW�LV�DOOXGHG�WR��,�EH�
lieve, in this passage: that of the 

OLIH�JLYLQJ�YLWDOLW\�RI�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�
-HVXV�&KULVW��Y�����
 

Persevere
� -HVXV�XVHV�WKH�WHUP�³DELGH´�RU�
³FRQWLQXH´�LQ�WKLV�SDVVDJH�D�QXP�
EHU�RI�WLPHV��+H�VWUHVVHV�KRZ�ZH��
DV�EUDQFKHV��QHHG�WR�³UHPDLQ´�LQ�
+LP�DQG�ZKDW�KDSSHQV�LI�RQH�
VKRXOG�UHPRYH�KLPVHOI�IURP�-HVXV�
DV�WKH�YLQH��Y������7KLV�LV�D�GLIIHU�
HQW�SHUVSHFWLYH�IURP�WKDW�RI�WKH�
EUDQFK�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�YHUVH����DV�
that branch is one that still re-

PDLQV�LQ�WKH�YLQH��DOWKRXJK�QRW�
SURGXFWLYH��7R�³FRQWLQXH�LQ´�VRPH�
WKLQJ²RU�WR�QRW�³UHPDLQ�LQ´�VRPH�
WKLQJ²RQH�KDV�WR�EH�³LQ´�WKDW�VRPH�
WKLQJ�WR�EHJLQ�ZLWK��-HVXV�GLGQ¶W�VD\�
WKDW�RQH�ZDV�WR�³JHW�LQ´�RU�WR�³VWD\�
RXW�´�EXW�UDWKHU�WR�³FRQWLQXH��DELGH�
RU�UHPDLQ´²ZLWK�WKH�RSSRVLWH�EH�
LQJ�WR�³JHW�RXW��OHDYH��RU�UHPRYH�
RQHVHOI�´
 

Be Prayerful
 The aspect of prayer should 

SHUPHDWH�WKH�ZKROH�SURFHVV��:H�
DUH�RIWHQ�WRR�TXLFN�WR�JHW�PRYLQJ�
ZLWKRXW�FKHFNLQJ�¿UVW�LI�WKDW�LV�
ZKHUH�*RG�LV�PRYLQJ���5HPHP�
EHU�ODVW�\HDU¶V�&RQIHUHQFH�WKHPH"��
:H�FDQ�WKHUHIRUH�HQG�XS�ZLWK�ORWV�
of green leaves and little fruit—

DOO�EHFDXVH�ZH�GRQ¶W�WDNH�WLPH�
to pray and then obey.

 

Proclaim 

 With all of the pieces in place—

EHLQJ�SXUL¿HG�IURP�WKH�GLUW�DQG�
GHEULV�WKDW�OLIH�GXPSV�RQ�XV��EHLQJ�
SUXQHG�RI�ZKDW�KLQGHUV�JURZWK��EH�
LQJ�SDUWDNHUV�RI�WKH�7UXH�9LQH��DQG�
having a persevering, productive 

DQG�SUD\HUIXO�DWWLWXGH²ZH�DUH�WKHQ�
to proclaim.�,�¿QG�WKDW�G\QDPLF�LQ�
WKH�WZR�OHWWHU�ZRUG�LQ�YHUVH����DV�
-HVXV�VXPV�XS�YHUVHV������³«WKDW�
you should GO�DQG�EHDU�IUXLW�´
� 7KDW�OLWWOH�ZRUG��ZKLFK�RFFXUV�
LQ�WKH�RWKHU�JRVSHOV�DV�SDUW�RI�ZKDW�
ZH�FDOO�WKH�³*UHDW�&RPPLVVLRQ�´�
RIWHQWLPHV�EHFRPHV�RXU�³JUHDW�
RPLVVLRQ�´�:H�GRQ¶W�³JR´�DQG�ZH�
GRQ¶W�³SURFODLP´�RU�VKDUH�RXU�VDY�
LQJ�IDLWK�ZLWK�WKRVH�ZKR�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�
-HVXV��DQG�RXU�6DEEDWK�IDLWK�ZLWK�
WKRVH�ZKR�GR�NQRZ�+LP�
� )XO¿OOLQJ�WKLV�FRPPLVVLRQ��,�EH�
OLHYH��LV�RQH�RI�WKH�SULPDU\�UHDVRQV�
IRU�RXU�UHFRUGHG�QRWDEOH�JURZWK�DV�
churches and a Conference in the 

����V��/HWWLQJ�LW�EHFRPH�RXU�JUHDW�
³RPLVVLRQ´�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�UHDVRQV��,�
EHOLHYH��IRU�RXU�GHFOLQH�LQ�WKH�����V�

� <HV��LQ�WHUPV�RI�PHPRUL]DWLRQ��
WKH�SDVVDJH�RI�-RKQ���������LV�³ELJ�´�
+RZHYHU��LQ�WHUPV�RI�RXU�³PLVVLRQ´�
as churches and a Conference, it is 

H[WUHPHO\�³ELJ´�VKRXOG�ZH�FKRRVH�
to be fruitful!

Choose… to be Fruitful,  cont. from p. 20

There are
four levels of

productivity among 
the branches that 

remain in the Vine: 
no fruit, fruit, 

more fruit, and 
much fruit.

%H�3URGXFWLYH
 Jesus alludes to a real progres-

VLRQ�RI�SURGXFWLYLW\��:H�JR�IURP�
being unproductive and needing to 

EH�OLIWHG�XS�RXW�RI�WKH�GLUW��Y���D���
to being productive but needing to 

EH�SUXQHG�VR�DV�WR�EH�³PRUH�SURGXF�
WLYH´��YY���E�����WR�EHLQJ�³YHU\�SUR�
GXFWLYH´��YY����	�����*RG�GRHVQ¶W�
VWRS�DW�³OHYHO�RQH´�RU�³OHYHO�WZR�´�
EXW�VHHNV�WKH�PD[LPXP�DPRXQW�
of fruit possible as He tends to us 

as branches.

� :K\�VKRXOG�ZH�DOVR�KDYH�VXFK�
D�GHVLUH�IRU�³PXFK´�IUXLW"�%HFDXVH�
LW�EULQJV�WKH�PRVW�JORU\�WR�*RG��
DQG�LW�LV�SURRI�RI�EHLQJ�-HVXV¶�GLVFL�
SOHV��Y������:H�KHDUWLO\�VLQJ�RI�KRZ�
SURRI�RI�RXU�GLVFLSOHVKLS�LV�³ORYH�´�
and rightfully so. But lots of fruit 

is also proof!
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Obituary

Marriage

German Seventh Day 
Baptist Church

786 Golden Rule Road
New Enterprise, PA 16664

 The GSDB Church is in 
need of a spiritual leader for 
our small congregation loca-
ted in beautiful Morrison’s 
Cove, Bedford County, Penn-
sylvania. We are actively seek-
ing a Pastor to fill this position 
on a permanent basis.
 If you believe that God is 
calling you to this position, 
please contact Don Graffius 
at graffius@atlanticbb.net  
or (814) 766-3414 for more 
information and details. 
 We thank you in advance 
for your prayerful consider-
ation.

Births

Crouch�²$�GDXJKWHU²\HV��
 a daughter�DIWHU�¿YH�ER\V²
� .DWULHO�-DQHWWH��ZDV�ERUQ�WR�
� 5LFN�DQG�*UDFH��&DPHQJD��
 Crouch of Titusville, FL on 

� -XQH���������

Inabnit�²$�VRQ��'HFODQ�&UDLJ��
� ZDV�ERUQ�WR�(ULF�DQG�(ULQ�
� �%XUGLFN��,QDEQLW�RI�$OJRQD��
� :$�RQ�-XQH���������

SR

Loofboro.—Dortha J. Loofboro, 

����SDVVHG�DZD\�RQ�0D\����������
DW�WKH�*UDQGYLHZ�&DUH�&HQWHU�LQ�
%ODLU��:LV��6KH�ZDV�ERUQ�2FWR�
EHU���������LQ�6DOHP��:�9D���WKH�
daughter of Carroll and Lucretia 

�7KRPSVRQ��%RQG�
� 'RUWKD�PDUULHG�/HODQG�*UHHQ�
$XJXVW����������LQ�/RVW�&UHHN��:�9D��
+H�SDVVHG�2FWREHU����������6KH�WKHQ�
PDUULHG�&DUUROO�/RRIERUR�'HFHPEHU�
���������DW�WKH�0LOWRQ��:LV���6HY�
enth Day Baptist Church. He passed 

$SULO����������
� 'RUWKD�PRYHG�WR�0LOWRQ�LQ�������
6KH�KDG�WDXJKW�KRPH�HFRQRPLFV�LQ�
2FRQWR�)DOOV��2FRQWR��DQG�6WUDWIRUG��
Wisconsin Schools. She then taught 

IRRG�VHUYLFH�DQG�VDQLWDWLRQ�DW�%ODFN�
KDZN�7HFK�LQ�%HORLW��:LV�
� 6KH�ZDV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�0LO�
ton Seventh Day Baptist Church 

DQG�:KLWHKDOO�8QLWHG�0HWKRGLVW�
FKXUFKHV��6KH�ZDV�DFWLYH�LQ�ERWK�
FKXUFKHV�LQ�ZRPDQ¶V�FLUFOH��6KH�
VHUYHG�DV�D�GHDFRQ�LQ�0LOWRQ�
� ,Q�KLJK�VFKRRO�'RUWKD�ZDV�DF�
WLYH�LQ���+�DQG�))$��6KH�HQMR\HG�
VKRZLQJ�KHUHIRUG�FDWWOH�DQG�ZRQ�
PDQ\�FKDPSLRQVKLSV��'RUWKD�
ZDV�D�IDQWDVWLF�FRRN�DQG�EDNHU��

6KH�HQMR\HG�VHZLQJ�DQG�TXLOWLQJ�
and gifted several grandchildren 

ZLWK�TXLOWV��+HU�JUDFLRXV�PDQQHU�
RI�PDNLQJ�SHRSOH�IHHO�ZHOFRPH�
DQG�DSSUHFLDWHG�ZLOO�EH�JUHDWO\�
PLVVHG�
 Dortha is survived by her sis-

ter Sylvia Shreves of Charleston, 

:�9D���DQG�KHU�FKLOGUHQ��'DYLG�
*UHHQ�RI�0RQGRYL��:LV���/RLV�
Bailey of Whitehall, Wis., and 

-DQHW�*UHHQ�RI�0DUVK¿HOG��:LV���
6XH�+RII��/LQGD�*LOPRUH��:DUUHQ�
/RRIERUR��1HLO�/RRIERUR��5RGQH\�
Loofboro, LeRoy Loofboro, Bob 

/RRIERUR�DOO�RI�0LOWRQ��:LV���$ODQ�
/RRIERUR�RI�&DUWKDJH��7H[DV��/RUL�
%DOO�RI�,PERGHQ��$UN���DORQJ�ZLWK�
���JUDQGFKLOGUHQ�DQG����JUHDW�
JUDQGFKLOGUHQ��6KH�ZDV�SUHFHGHG�
in death by her husbands, Leland 

Green and Carroll Loofboro.

� )XQHUDO�VHUYLFHV�ZHUH�KHOG�RQ�
-XQH���������DW�WKH�6HYHQWK�'D\�
%DSWLVW�&KXUFK��0LOWRQ��ZLWK�3DV�
WRU�*HRUJH�&DOKRXQ�RI¿FLDWLQJ��
%XULDO�ZDV�LQ�WKH�0LOWRQ�-XQF�
WLRQ�&HPHWHU\��$�PHPRULDO�VHU�
YLFH�ZDV�DOVR�KHOG�RQ�-XQH���DW�
the Whitehall, Wis., United 

0HWKRGLVW�&KXUFK�

Bond – Williams.��5LFKDUG�$DURQ�
%RQG�DQG�.DWKHULQH�³.DWH´�:LO�
OLDPV�ZHUH�XQLWHG�LQ�PDUULDJH�
RQ�0D\�����������DW�WKH�KRPH�RI�
WKH�EULGH¶V�SDUHQWV�LQ�%ULGJHWRQ��
1-��5HY��(YHUHWW�&��'LFNLQVRQ�
SHUIRUPHG�WKH�FHUHPRQ\�

New members

Full Gospel SDB
&XPEHUODQG��0'
Ron Higson, pastor

Joined by letter

� 6DQGL�&ODUN
� 'DQLHO�3LNRUD

6KLORK��1-
Don Chroniger, pastor

-RLQHG�DIWHU�EDSWLVP
 Jonah Charles Bond

Dan Richards has 
accepted the call to 

serve as Pastor of the 
Texarkana, Ark., SDB 
Church. His leader-

ship follows the retire-
ment of long time Pastor 

Mynor Soper.

All church/family news should go to our Interim Editor 
Pat Cruzan at sdbsr@seventhdaybaptist.org�

3DJH�VSRQVRUHG�LQ�PHPRU\�RI�RXU�EHORYHG�DXQW�/HROD�9DQ�+RUQ�%RQG�²



�� The SR

My adult children got together (collaborated, conspired) to generate this wild 
tribute to their Old Man. Janet, honey, what have we created?? My guess is 
some grateful and creative and funny kids. Thanks, guys and gals!—Editor

About a Rev named Kev

    Hey Pappy!
          Here’s what your family came up with 
          for a page to honor YOU!  [Sung to the 
          tune of “The Beverly Hillbillies”]:

“Come and listen to a story about a Rev named Kev
Once a seminarian, barely kept his family fed
Then one day he became a millionaire—
Okay, not quite; he became an editaire
  (An editor that is, of The Sabbath Recorder…)
 
“He would mark it up with red from 
 the cover to the back
Fixin’ all the errors while he wore his fanny pack
Gatherin’ all the features from ’round the country
He sure grieved the loss of the Hostess bakery!
  (No more snacks right next door, that is.)
 
“We’d go visit Dad in his organized messes
From the creepy basement borrow Christian VHS’s
Lighthouses all around and the 

smell of fresh coffee
Raid “Matt and Jax snacks” 
 while we worked for free
  (Stuffing so many envelopes  

   for a pizza lunch)
 
“He would pack up his bags and  

fly to parts unknown
Meeting up with committees, 

he was rarely alone—
To Denver, Seattle, all 
 across the U-S-A
Then to Nortonville, and 

Atlanta of G-A
  (Mighty BIG THANKS 
  to all those SR 
  Committee folks!)

 
“He drafted up a page, spelling corner 
 with a ‘K’
Divulgin’ family matters nearly ev’ry other day
Shipped around the world so that 
 everybody’d know
The SDB magazine with the sweet logo...
  (“S.R.” that is…)
 
“Twenty-five long years of a monthly deadline
May have messed with his mind, but not 
 his hairline
He’s shown to his family what commitment 
 truly is
His kids’ big events? No, he never did miss
  (He’s a pretty neat grand-pappy, too)
 
“And now for Rev Kev a new adventure awaits
God’s blessings on him flow down from 
 heaven’s gates

Twenty-five long years of 
  serving the Lord!
Whatever you do next, 
 we hope you won’t 
 be bored!”
 
      “Bored silly, that is. Set a spell,
 take your shoes off. 
 You know you’re loved 

 now, ya hear?”

 Love you, Pops!
     Jenny and Greg 
     Crystal 
     Matt and Danielle 
     and Jackson
        (With the blessing of       
           Momma Janet)

We’ve come a long way in 25 years!!



K e v i n ’ sK e v i n ’ s
o

r

n

e

r

o

r

n

e

r

July-Aug. 2014    27

Breathing, Being
and Benedictions

 After my Korner in June, some people 
were hoping to hear my plan for what I’ll 
be doing next. Here it is:
 Breathing.
 I want to pull back from a quarter-
century of deadlines and just breathe for 
a bit. I want to concentrate on “being” 
more than doing.
 In April, I was immensely blessed to 
participate in a “Biblical Imagination” 
conference led by singer, author and 
scholar Michael Card. He has produced 
commentaries and musical albums based 
on the Gospels of Luke and Mark, and 

his latest conference reviewed his work in Matthew.
 The timing of this conference on the Gospel of 
Matthew was perfect. Michael Card sees “identity” 
as a huge focus for the apostle. Who are we in the 
eyes of God and others?
 Our last exercise for the two-day gathering was 
for each of us to re-write the Beatitudes from a per-
sonal perspective. As I was inspired and wrote “my” 
Beatitudes, I was struck at the progression that will 
soon hit me in real life—that of being an editor, a
former editor, then just me.

Blessed�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�͞ůŽŶĞ�ǁŽůĨ͕ ͟�ŽŶůǇͲƉĂŝĚͲƐƚĂī�ĞĚŝƚŽƌ�
 who has a lot of people to thank for a 25-year run, 

ŬŶŽǁŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ Ɛ͛�EK�t�z�ŚĞ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĚŽŶĞ�
 it “alone”—for his is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed is this editor who mourns for not always 

 giving credit to others (or God)—for he shall be 

comforted.

Blessed is the editor who gives thanks and gives it up 

and gives it over to others—for he shall inherit the 

earth.

Blessed�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƌŵĞƌ�ĞĚŝƚŽƌ�ǁŚŽ�ůĂǇƐ�ĚŽǁŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƟƚůĞ�
� ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞĂĚůŝŶĞƐ�
� ƚŽ�ƐĞĞŬ�'ŽĚͶĨŽƌ�ŚĞ�ƐŚĂůů�ďĞ�ĮůůĞĚ͘
Blessed is the former editor who plans to give of 

 himself to�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ŝŶƐƚĞĂĚ�ŽĨ�ĞǆƉĞĐƟŶŐ�Žƌ�ĚĞŵĂŶĚͲ
 ing of others—for he shall be shown mercy.

Blessed am I when I have one focus and one purpose 

ĂŶĚ�ŽŶĞ�ŵŽƟǀĞ͗�ƚŽ�ŐŝǀĞ�'ŽĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŐůŽƌǇͶĨŽƌ�/�ƐŚĂůů�
 see God.

Blessed am I when I teach others this way of life, 

 guiding them to peace—for I shall be called 

 a son of God.

Blessed am I when my co-workers and so-called 

successful friends call me crazy—for mine is 

 the kingdom of heaven.

They come in threes
 When radio humorist Garrison Keillor signs off 
on the daily Writer’s Almanac, his encouragement 
is to “Be well, do good work, and keep in touch.” 
That’s pretty good.
 Some of the most popular and memorable biblical 
phrases include three items.
 In Micah 6:8 we are to “Act justly, love mercy, and 
walk humbly with our God.”
 The great love chapter of 1 Corinthians 13 guides us 
toward “Faith, hope and love.”
 Paul closes his second letter to the church in Cor-
inth with, “May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.”
� 6R�KRZ�GR�,�FORVH�RXW�P\�¿QDO�.RUQHU"
 I go back to Michael Card and remember a bene-
diction he voiced at the end of a special Christmas 
concert last year. Funny, it’s got three parts—and for 
emphasis he repeated it three times. I bestow it upon 
you, thanking you for your faithful readership and 
support:

 Go and be God’s people, 
    forgiving each other, and 
    loving one another deeply.

 Go and be God’s people, 
    forgiving each other, and 
    loving one another deeply.

 Go and be God’s people, 
    forgiving each other, and 
    loving one another deeply.
          AMEN

Page sponsored by a faithful member in Milton, WI —
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DQG�DGGLWLRQDO�RIÀFHV

The Editor gets 
  the final word:

To the Creator and Sustainer of the universe
To the SDB Conference for your patience and trust

To Leanne, the Center Staff, and writers 
for your faithful and excellent work

As I dedicated my first issue to my Dad,
I gratefully dedicate this one to 

Janet Davis Butler
Thank you for being my rock-steady helpmate. Your skills 

and love have guided our home during my work-related absences.
Your wisdom and sensitivity continue to amaze and bless me.

I’m so glad we followed God’s plan together.
I’m so glad “I found the one whom my soul loves.”

(Song of Solomon 3:4)
I’m so glad you are by my side as a new journey begins.

“Excelsior!”

Janet Davis Butler


