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<A SDB LINK Connects You to
v Seventh Day Baptist Publications

You can take the Sabbath Recorder with you on the go.

The new SDB LINK app is now
available for iOS and Android devices!

For access to the library of current and past issues of the
Sabbath Recorder, go to your App Store and download
the SDB LINK app. We have added a new digital tract
and other SDB publications (and more to comel).

You can support the SDB LINK app at:
seventhdaybaptist.ministrygive.com
(designate SDB LINK)
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WHO ARE SEVENTH DAY BAPTISTS?

If you've never read The Sabbath Recorder before, you might
be wondering who Seventh Day Baptists are.
Like other Baptists, we believe in:
e salvation by grace through faith in Christ Jesus.
e the Bible as the inspired word of God. The Bible is our
authority for our faith and daily conduct.
e baptism of believers, by immersion, witnessing to our
acceptance of Christ as Savior and Lord.
e freedom of thought under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
e the congregational form of church government. Every
church member has the right to participate in the
decision-making process of the church.

THE SEVENTH DAY

God commanded that the seventh day (Saturday) be kept holy.
Jesus agreed by keeping it as a day of worship. We observe the
seventh day of the week (Saturday) as God's Holy Day as an act
of loving obedience — not as a means of salvation. Salvation is
the free gift of God through Jesus our Lord. It is the joy of the
Sabbath that makes SDBs a people with a difference.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

The Seventh Day Baptist Center
3120 Kennedy Road,
PO Box 1678, Janesville, WI 53547-1678.

Phone: (608)752-5055; FAX: (608) 752-7711
E-mail: contact@seventhdaybaptist.org
SDB Website: www.seventhdaybaptist.org

Director of Communications
Jeremiah Owen
jowen@seventhdaybaptist.org
cell: (818)-468-9077

Editor of Sabbath Recorder:
sdbsr@seventhdaybaptist.org

SDBs ONLINE

http://www.seventhdaybaptist.org
http://www.facebook.com/7thDayBaptists
http://www.twitter.com/7thDayBaptists
http://gplus.to/7thDayBaptists
http://7thdaybaptists.tumblr.com/
http://www.pinterest.com/7thdaybaptists/
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| was asked to speak on the conference
theme, “Faith, Family, Education.” As a
guy with ten years of pastoral ministry
experience, with five kids, who currently
works at a Christian college, it would seem
that these are three words and ideals | care
deeply about. And | do care about faith,
family, and education — roughly in that
order. In fact, | care so deeply about faith,
family, and education that | worry some-
times about the future. Not because | think
faith, family, and education are in danger
of going anywhere: | think all three are
safely with us to stay. But | do worry about
how we understand faith, family, and edu-
cation. If we understand faith, family, and
education rightly, they can be central in a
godly life.

But increasingly, | think we misunderstand
faith. There is, of course, this passage from
James 2: “So faith by itself, if it has no
works, is dead. But someone will say, ‘You
have faith and | have works.” Show me your
faith without works, and | by my works will
show you my faith. You believe that God is
one; you do well. Even the demons believe
— and shudder. Do you want to be shown,
you senseless person, that faith without
works is barren? Was not our ancestor
Abraham justified by works when he of-
fered his son Isaac on the altar? You see
that faith was active along with his works,
and faith was brought to completion by
the works.”
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Sunday Evening Worshi

Faith, Family, Educat
Speaker: Michael Jo

Dean of the Chapel at
Houghton College

What's interesting to me in this passage is
that we often understand works as simply
demonstrating the reality of our faith: if our
faith is real faith, we reason, it will express
itself in works. That is undoubtedly part of
what James is trying to say — he's trying to
challenge his readers to live out their faith.
But he's not just saying that you need to
live out your faith; he's also saying your faith
is brought to completion by your works.
That is to say, your works are a component
of your faith. It's not like you have your
faith over here, your mental and theological
and spiritual beliefs, and then this outward
life of works that better be in accord with
your faith. No, a life of good Christian works
actually contributes to the faith you have.

Think of it this way: many of you have done
missionary work of some kind before, either
short- or long-term. You might go into
missionary work thinking that this work is

a way that your faith expresses itself. That
is, you feel like you have this strong faith,
this faith that puts Jesus at the center of
your life, and it's so important to you that
you want it to be front and center, you are
willing to leave your home to go serve God
somewhere else. But what you find, when
you get there, is that it actually is having a
huge impact on you. Your desire to serve
God — which is a good and righteous
thing — propels you out into good works;
but the fact you do the good works feeds
back into you and makes you have a
stronger faith than when you started.

This is the kind of faith I'm interested in if
we're talking faith, family, and education:
not just a series of beliefs saying here’s
what | think about God, here’s what side
I'm on in the culture wars, here’s what I'm
willing to die for — but instead, a faith that
results in a fearless openness to letting
God change you and make you new, make
you into a different person than you would



be without this faith. Faith without works is
dead, not just because you show that your
faith is insufficient, but because without
works you keep your faith from being this
living, vital thing that can change you and
through you change the world. It's not just
that our works are an ornament to our faith,
or proof that our faith is valid: the relation-
ship between our works and our faith allows
our faith to be something that blesses the
whole world through us.

Which brings me to think about family. |
think that we as Christians often misunder-
stand family in the same way we misunder-
stand faith. Perhaps one of the most famous
passages regarding Jesus and the family is
from Mark 3:31-35: “Then his mother and
his brothers came; and standing outside,
they sent to him and called him. A crowd
was sitting around him; and they said to
him, "Your mother and your brothers and
sisters are outside, asking for you.” And he
replied, ‘'Who are my mother and my
brothers?’ And looking at those who sat
around him, he said, ‘Here are my mother
and my brothers! Whoever does the will of
God is my brother and sister and mother.””

When we think about family, we often think
about people we share a special kinship
with, the people we are closest to, the
people that we have a special affection for.
In modern Western culture, we think of the
family almost exclusively in terms of emo-
tional bonding. We can see this in many
ways, even in the battle over same-sex
marriage where the presumption is that a
family has nothing to do with the gender of
the members of the family, but the feelings
and affinity they have for each other. The
modern understanding of family is that my
family is the one who supports me, who
loves me unconditionally, the ones | can
count on when the chips are down, etc. So
we tend to interpret this passage in ways
that reflect that. We assume that Jesus is
saying, “Who am | really closest to in this
world? Who are my real truest, deepest
friends? The ones who do the will of God.”

Again, there is some truth in this for sure.
But | don’t want to lose sight of the fact of
what Jesus’ mother and brothers hoped to

accomplish in this particular moment. This
story is dropped into three different places
in the books of Matthew, Mark, and Luke.
As it appears in the book of Mark, Jesus’
ministry has taken a bit of a turn. Instead of
simply garden-variety healing and teaching
as it seems at the beginning, Jesus is now
exorcising evil spirits. And this is getting
people’s attention. We read that people
are saying that Jesus is out of his mind,
that he's got a demon, that he is doing
what he's doing by the power of Satan. So
we read this interesting passage in v. 21:
“When his family heard this, they went out
to restrain him.” Not “they wanted to talk
to him,” or “they wanted to say how much
they loved him.” But they went out to
restrain him. They were going to bring him
back home, to bring him out of the lime-
light, to bring him back to his senses. They

Your desire to serve God —
which is a good
and righteous thing —
propels you out
into good works;
but the fact you do

the good works

feeds back into you

and makes you have
a stronger faith

than when you started.

were going, in short, to hold him account-
able. That's what families did in those days:
they were not just emotional bonds but
there was real teeth, real accountability to
being part of a family. A family had the
right and the responsibility to rein you in
when you got out of control, no matter
Continued on next page...
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Continued from previous page

what age you were, no matter what you felt like you
wanted to do or say with your life. And so when Jesus
says, “Those who do the will of God are my mother
and my brothers,” he's not just saying, “Those who do
the will of God are my favorite people;” he's saying,
“Those are the people that have the right to speak
into my life.”

| don’t think we should go all the way back in time to
this ancient conception of the family. But | do think
it's vital that if we're going to talk about a healthy
faith being one that changes our hearts, then we
should also talk about a healthy family being one that
has the potential of changing our hearts. The vision
Jesus holds out both for the biological family and
our church family is that these relationships hold us
accountable, change who we are. Jesus seems to
think that we don't just belong to a church in order
to express what we believe along with other like-
minded individuals, but that we belong to a church in
order to make ourselves accountable to other mothers
and fathers, brothers and sisters who have the right
to speak into our lives and to make us different cre-
ations than we would be otherwise. Just as | long for
a faith that changes our hearts, | long for families
that also change our hearts.

Is it too much to hope for education that changes
our hearts? After all, the Apostle Paul himself says

at the beginning of 1 Corinthians 8 that “knowledge
puffs up, but love builds up.” In fact there are seg-
ments of the church that are still very suspicious of
"book learning,” because there is the idea that those
who get knowledge are most likely to become people
who end up in love with their own wisdom and clev-
erness and out of love with the Lord. When | went to
seminary, many people jokingly called it “cemetery”
and told me to not get too much book learning.
Perhaps some of you have heard the same. | grew up
Baptist, and | have a hunch that we had the same jokes
as you, even if | did worship on the “wrong day.” ©

At any rate, | would love to point you again to that
passage in Paul where he says, "knowledge puffs up,
but love builds up.” It's really quite interesting where
that appears — you know where Paul says that? In
the section of 1 Corinthians where he’s talking about
whether or not Christians should eat meat sacrificed
to idols or not. He says, “knowledge puffs up, but
love builds up. Anyone who claims to know some-
thing does not yet have the necessary knowledge;”
that's an interesting phrase, isn't it? He seems to be
saying that “if you think you're smart, you haven't
learned enough; you need more knowledge.”
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In fact, he says, the most important thing is not any
human knowledge, but what God knows: “anyone
who loves God is known by Him.” And so Paul goes
on and talks about everything is from God and going
back to God, and we only exist because He has made
it happen. And then he says, “it is not everyone, how-
ever, who has this knowledge.” Some people don't
know this yet, and they still think of idols as real rivals
to God; they have a weak conscience because they
lack knowledge. Because of this, Paul says, those of
us who have knowledge, those of us who know
more, should not impose a stumbling-block on those
who do not have knowledge. We should not seek to
impose our knowledge on others because when we
do, we wound their consciences.” | don’t want to do
that,” says Paul, “so if food is the reason they fall, |
will never eat meat because | love each of them and
| don't want even one of them to fall.”

The smarter you are,

the more you know

you need Him.

Paul is not saying that knowledge is a bad thing —
not at all. Knowledge is a means to know the truth.
But he shows how real knowledge not only changes
minds but again, changes the heart. Real knowledge
drives us to our knees, says Paul; real knowledge
doesn’t make us proud of ourselves but pushes us
back to the mystery of our faith: Christ has died,
Christ is risen, Christ will come again, and forces us
to realize that all of our knowledge only drives us
deeper into the realization that we didn’t make this
Earth, we didn’t make ourselves, and we surely can't
redeem ourselves. The smarter you are, the more
you know you need Him.

Paul also shows how real knowledge builds empathy
for others. Right after saying, “Knowledge puffs up,”
Paul builds an elaborate theological argument. Paul
demonstrates that he does, in fact, know something.
But do you see how his knowledge not only drives
him to his knees in worship, but also makes him real-
ize how precious fellow believers are? Our church,
the Wesleyan Church, right now is debating our
stance on alcohol. | won't go too far into it, but this



Monday and Tuesday

Conversations with our Executives

Ron Ochs

Jeremiah Owen

John Pethtel

Jennifer Wangsness

passage is so important for our church right now
because while there are people who think that loosen-
ing our stance on alcohol is the right thing to do,
these people need to realize that those who oppose
them are not their enemies but precious people of
God whose consciences deserve respect and honor.
Debates like this rack every church and convention; |
don’t know what debates consume you or may even
consume some energy at this conference, but this is
an urgent word from the Lord whenever believers are
in disagreement: don’t presume the worst in those
who disagree. Real knowledge fills you with wonder
at God's power, but not only at God; real knowledge
also fills you with wonder at the mystery that is your
brother and sister, precious and loved, as eternal as
you are and as loved by God as you are. So if we are
to have education, let it be the kind of education that
forms our hearts as it fills our minds. As we learn the
liberal arts, the sciences, theology, business, sports
and recreation, the arts and music, as we learn these

things, let us learn in a way that drives us to our knees
in worship of God and in empathy for our fellow
human beings, especially those of the family of God.

Faith, Family, Education. Like all words, they can do a
lot of good when they're used in the right way and a
lot of harm when they're used in the wrong way. If we
understand faith as just ideas about God, if we under-
stand family as just emotional connections, if we under-
stand education as just knowledge poured into our
heads, we may as well pursue other goals than faith,
family, and education. Pursued rightly, faith becomes
a partner with works in changing our hearts; family
becomes a structure that holds us accountable so that
our hearts can change and grow; and education
drives us to our knees in worship of God and awe of
our fellow man so that our hearts can change. As you
wind up this year of faith, family, education, may God
use each to change your heart so that Seventh Day
Baptists can bless the world as only you can.
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This was a year of trying something new for the high school-aged youth.
Following last year's decision that the Pre-Conference youth retreat was no
longer practical, plans were made to hold sessions for the youth concurrent
to the General Conference sessions. At the request of the youth, YouthCon
2016 was focused on providing them with leadership training with a theme
of "Leaders Without Limits.” The theme was developed around 2 Peter 1:5-8
and the "building blocks” God uses to establish the character of those who
recognize that leading is not something you do but rather who you are. "The
more you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in your
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:8, NLT).

Worship, Bible studies, hands-on leadership training tracks, meetings with
SDB Executives, and participation with the Business and Interest Committees
of the General Conference were intermingled with fun activities to help develop
the 34 attendees into leaders not just of tomorrow, but also of today. We look
forward to fine tuning the program to make next year's YouthCon even better.

Above: Jeremiah Owen on
the art of taking video.

Left: When field trips go
wrong: stuck in an elevator.

Right: Timothy Jacobs and
Timothy McNeme, getting
hands-on training.

Below: Ben Calhoun of
Citizen Way encourages
our young leaders.
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The focus of this year’s Associated Conference was taken
from the General Conference theme, but elaborated on
one key component: EDUCATION. We were delighted to
spend this week of our faith walk with approximately 45
kids from our SDB family. Each day, the kids spent time
learning different “subject areas” and how they are rep-
resented in the Bible.

One example included Math and the Bible. Our youngest
Conference-goers learned about numbers that are in
some of our beloved Bible stories, such as Creation and
Noah'’s Ark. Our older children covered key verses and
stories that represented numbers throughout the Old
and New Testaments. It was amazing to hear how many
they could name without clues! The Kindergarten and
First Grade Class had a hands-on week of learning what
God teaches us about Science. Other topics of the week
included: History and the Bible, Geography and the Bible,
as well as Languages and the Bible. Each day in Music
Class, the kids learned specific scriptures that we now
sing as some of our favorite praise songs to the Lord.

ociated Conference

EDUCATION

Throughout the week we prepared crafts in
Art Class to share at a local nursing home,
Wellsville Manor Care. The residents loved
hearing the children sing and we were blessed
to see our kids reach out to them with the love
of Christ. Our other off-campus activity was a
road trip to Camp Harley Sutton. Everyone
enjoyed the ride on the water slide, but it was
equally fun cheering for each other and laughing at the
big splashes at the bottom of the hill. We greatly thank
Mr. Nelson Snyder who faithfully manned the hose and
gave the kids tips on how to get the best ride!

The Children’s Conference Committee would like to
thank everyone who taught or helped out during the
week. We had a wonderful time and couldn’t have done
it without you! Thanks also to Charlotte Chroniger who
organized the curriculum, materials, staff, and program
to provide a smooth and enjoyable week for our young
SDBs. This year marked Charlotte’s 17th year serving as
the Director of Children’s Conference, and we are all so
blessed by her selfless contribution. We are excited to
pass the torch to Emily Watt and a new Children’s
Conference team, and look forward to all the Lord is
going to do in the future!

— Valerie Probasco
Children’s Conference Committee Member
SDB Church of Shiloh, N]
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This was the 204th Annual Session of the
Seventh Day Baptist General Conference of
USA and Canada, Ltd.

* Rev. Shay Rankhorn was voted an
Accredited SDB minister.

e Accreditation renewed for:
Rev. David Taylor
Rev. Lawrence Watt
Rev. Stephen Osborn
Rev. J. Paul Green
Rev. Kenneth Chroniger
Rev. Steven Crouch
Rev. Gabriel Bejjani

Rev. Herbert Saunders

* |t was voted to continue Youth Conference during
regular Conference week. It was judged to be
successful. See page 12 about the theme
“Leaders Without Limits.”

e SDB Historical Society merged with General

Conference — new name is Council on History.

* |t was voted that the following amendment to the
Statement of Belief will be voted on by a “Vote by
Churches” at Conference 2017: “MANKIND:

We believe that mankind was created in the image
of God and is therefore the noblest work of
creation. We believe that human beings have
moral responsibility and are created to enjoy both
divine and human fellowship as children of God.
Genesis 1:26-27; Psalm 8:3-9; Micah 6:8; Matthew
5:44-48; 1 John 1:3; John 1:12

MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY:

We believe that God ordained and organized the
family, comprised of people related by marriage,
birth, or adoption, as a fundamental building block
for society. We believe that the Divinely instituted
union of marriage is solely between one man and

one woman.”

* A budget of $789,805.80 was approved for 2017,
with a target of $418,100 from Current Giving.
This does not include the Missionary Society,
which is a separate corporation.
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Conference Busi

e Haywood Floyd reads
S committee report

iZa
ty Bofinger — Business Recdrding Secretary

— A W N

* The General Council is to appoint an ad

hoc committee to explore the feasibility of
establishing a Seventh Day Baptist spiritual
retreat center and center for training in
ministry and missions as it relates to the
specific property formerly known as

“Miracle Meadows" in Salem, West Virginia.

* Council on Ministry is to develop a plan to
make contact with all groups identifying as
Seventh Day Baptist, but that are not part
of the Conference, and develop resources
to aid such groups in developing as a
church and applying for membership in
the Conference.



uesday Evening Worship

amily: Luke 11:11-13
peaker: Tyler Chroniger
DB Church of Shiloh, NJ

Father God, we know Your spirit is here tonight.
We know You are moving in our hearts and our
minds. I pray for myself, and the message You
have given me; that it would not be of me but of
You and the words spoken tonight would be glory
and honor to Your name. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

There are a lot of truths to be found
in the Gospel of Luke. My main
focus is going to be on those last
few verses of Luke 11:11-13. Itis
basically speaking about the rela-
tionship between a father and son
or our father and us, His children.
(For those of you who don’t
know...August 25, 2015 @ 2:02 in
the morning my wife and [ were
blessed with Brayden Jaymes Chroniger).

What I believe is that God has allowed me to have a
son to help me understand His relationship to Jesus
as well as help me understand how God relates to us
and how we relate to Him.

Throughout the course of human history, God has
wanted to bless the human race. I have to tell you this
story. Jenn and [ were making dinner and Brayden
was playing on the floor of the kitchen. Jenn went
over to the stove to put something in the oven and
Brayden, being the inquisitive child that he is, pro-
ceeded to crawl over and pull himself up on the front
of the hot stove. Needless to say we pulled him away
and told him “No.” He continued this several times
but still refused to receive the warning. I believe that
we treat God a in very similar manner. We treat God
as children who don’t understand. The problem is
that we as adults, young adults, and young people
who are starting to “get it,” have numerous examples
from our past where people have traded in the bless-
ings of God for the consequences of the world.

Take, for example, Adam and Eve. They were created
to live in a beautiful garden. They had extreme fellow-
ship with God and they chose to squander it all because
of a lie. They traded in the blessing of God for the
consequences of the world.

When God was going to give Israel the Promised
Land, what happened? They sent in spies — and if
you recall the children’s song, ten said “no” and two

said “go.” They decided it was better to listen
to the ten and not accept the blessing of God.
So, they ended up wandering in the desert for
40 years.

Eventually, they received the Promise Land
again but that wasn’t good enough. So they asked God
for Judges and Kings. God said, “you think you know
what you want so here they are.” The problem here
was that the people fell away from God. They were
taken into captivity and basically made slaves.

In each case, all God wanted to do was to bless His
people. But they choose the consequences of the
world over the blessings of God.

Look at the state of our world and our nation today.
There is death, destruction, brother versus brother,
wars, and famine. All of these are consequences of
falling out of the will of God.

In Genesis 1:31, God called everything that He created
very good. As I said in the story about Adam and Eve,
God blessed them by allowing them to live in a beauti-
ful garden and allowing them to be in a direct close
relationship with Him. He ultimately blessed them
with one rule: “Don’t eat of the tree of the ‘Knowledge
of the Good and Evil’ or you will surely die.” Even
God’s rules are blessing. Why?

Part of my job as Brayden'’s father is to keep him from
harm. I tell him “no,” maybe smack his hand, because
I know that certain things will cause him harm. I
don’t know if any of you parents have kids that do
this but Brayden absolutely loves electrical sockets.
You put him down on the floor and he makes a bee-
line for them. They are especially awesome when
there is something plugged in to them.

continued on next page...
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It seems like we have that problem — not to believe or
trust God. God wants to bless us, which includes keeping
us from harm. James 1:17 says that every good and per-
fect gift comes from God. Matthew 6:25-26 says: “There-
fore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will
eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is
not life more than food, and the body more than clothes?
Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or
store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not much more valuable than they?” If
verses like this are true, why do we act like children who
don’t know better rather than trusting the God who has
our best interest in mind?

If you recall our text Luke 11:11-13: “Which of you fathers,
if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead?
Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you
then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to
Yyour children, how much more will your Father in heaven
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

The parallel text in the Gospel of Matthew chapter 7 says
this: “If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will your
Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!”

Jesus is saying that not only will we get good gifts or
blessing from God, we will get the Holy Spirit. Why is
this a good gift?

The Spirit is the one who picks us up when we have
fallen, dusts us off when were are dirty, comforts us
when we are sad, encourages us when we don’t want to
go farther, and leads us through the mess of the world.

If we believe that Christianity is true then the next big
step is believing that God will provide us His spirit.
When Jesus says you “who are evil still know how to give
good gifts,” He uses the worst of the two words for evil in
the Hebrew. I would go as far as to say that this would
encompass anybody not following the will of God.

In the parallel text in the Gospel of Matthew, Mathew
puts this take on prayer between judging others and
narrow is the gate. Matthew 7:14 says, “but small is the
gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few
find it.” Basically, only a few people are going to find the
narrow gate and get through it. I think this is completely
accurate, because like a child who doesn’t understand,
we have the inability to learn from our past and the past of
those before us. We would rather suffer the consequences
of this world, than receive the blessing from God.

[ want to give you one more example of this, which
comes from Genesis 11. God wanted to bless the people

and allow them to spread all over the world and subdue it.

What happened? They decided it would be better to stay
put and build a huge tower to heaven to make a name for
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them. Ultimately, God’s will wasn’t being complete and
the people weren’t receiving the blessing of God. So, God
confused their languages so they would d