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II BE B F ROGERS 

h True :BaSIs and Prope Meth 
f S nptUIe Interpretation ? 

TRUll: ll:XlloGll:T CAL STANDPO NT 

To elli ct a r91at ve y c ear under 
atand ng between the B ble authors 
and to. eade a S aDdpo nt of ob 
aervat on must be eached wbore as 
few a. po •• b e of the hmdr8noo. 
may ex st ,hat a e I ab e to obscure 
the though'" of the w ter and tbns 
prevent the reader f om catch ng 
h • true m~an ng To do thts; t. 18 
ev dent that we mDBt, sa well .. 11'8 
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a d ment The ute preter .hould 
not u •• less y parade d fti ent read 
ngB De ther .hon d he b ok 
bern when rna ters of mpor ance 

a e a tached a them 

The Bame person may howe a be 
both nterp ater and cnt e though 
not neceBBar Iy.o but be sbould 
remember that the two departmen • 
of labor are d.t not, and the pr n 
o p e8 d awn from d ft'erent sour es 
and a e governed by s.parate law. 
When the neoes8ary ab ty for n 
dependent nvest ga on n th a field 
o want ng the esu t. of those the 
beat .k I ed and of honest endeavor 
are always near at hand and oan 
be uoed by any tbat Deed and de 
o re to profit by them Yet n the 
uso of them, the exegete shou d be 
d Ilgeot and careful 10 the UBe of 

p opo ••• to nterpret 
The sonrces from wh ch matena 

for B bl ca en c.m • drawn a e 
few no more than th ee or fonr 
are mnch reI ed on 

1 MaDinenpts or wntten cop eB 

of the B bJ, til ••• are nume OUB 
2 Anment tran.lat (In. the ea 

I e theae we e lIIa<;1\O, other th ngs 
b ng eqnal the g eater 18 he 
we ght of the r 8utho ty 

3 The wn ng. or fragment. of 
early wnters who have quo ed from 
the B ble 

OURCES OF CORRUPl'ION 

The Bon ces of co rnpt on he e 
g ven a e abbrev aood from Immer s 
He maueut • recently tran.lated 
f am he G. man by Albert H New 

not whetber t be a book of some 
80 t and .0 promnlged as weak 
men are Bp 0 fancy a bopk oon 
ta n ng a d v ne rovelat au .hould 
And therefore ne ther obsounty 
nor seem ng naoou 80y of style nor 
va 00. read nlll! nor early d oputes 
about the authors of part cular 
pa • nor any other th ngs of I ke 
k nd thougb they had been muoh 
mo e oono derable n degree han 
they a e could overtbrow the au 
thonty of the Scnpture unleoo the 
propbeto apostle., or our Lord bad 
prom sed that the book coots n ng 
the d v ne revolat on should be se 
O1lre from these th ngB 

The exegete mUlt be willlog W 
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ge • or wh vh they Bpeak 0 he 
me hod of esoape wh eh they pro 
pose? 

Then fa an unde stand ng of 
the Senptnre., a reI glOUS 88nae • 
neces.sry an open app eo at ve 
m nd a .ympathy w h the gen 
eral object 8 w Ilmgnesa to know 
what the r authors say a read neB. 
to reoe ve aud ab de by wbat tbey 
teacb when d Boove ed by fa r eIe 
ges • Any method of nterprela 
t on tbat gno e. tbese pnmary 
pr no pIes wou d be far more likely 
to be an mpoBitioD on tbe Sen pt 
urea than 8fI GIpoII' QIl of tbem 
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THE .A.LLEGORlCAL METHOD 

To be able to use the allegonoal 
nterpreta on w h profi t or to es

oape Ito many dangers tbe eIegete 
won d be g eatlv asa18ted n h. 
wo k .bould be stody oa efully tbe 
peeo af seut ments en erta ned of 
the Senpt"re by the people among 
whom and n the country whe e t 
ong naled Be "Would donbtle88 
find that t-llpra"g from aD elfprt to 
h" ..... ontzethe aotagon smthatarooe 
fromJ.be QQlIlUIg together of all ex 

NOT LOST. 
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