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CHRISTMAS EVERYWHERE
-~ DANIEL H..OVERTON *
in The Christian Work and E'vangeh'st.
" It snowed last night. The silent hours
Of Christmas eve witnessed the march

has cdiﬁpelled a revival of joy at Christmas time.
While the type of Christmas joyousness and met-
riment varies according to the intellectual and re-
ligious development of men, there is underlying

Of millions of the fairy hosts . o +it a great and a wholesome truth. The story
~ In white, to take, and to possess, ' of the Christ-child remains fresh, vivid and vig-
‘ The earth

orous because it appeals to some of- the best -ele-
ments in the hearts of men. We.need not to stop
to discuss the mystery which surrounds the story
of Christ’s birth and life, but we can not fail to
see that the human heart is eager to come into
close touch with God. Christmas at the present
time is in danger of swinging to extremes of

Thrs morning from the train,
Speeding across the fleecy fields,

- And through the mantled forests wild,
I looked upon a striking scene,

~ Of moving, marvelous, loveliness.

The sky is clouded still, and gray.

.The wind is East and chill. More snow - .
Is in the air. A cold gray haze .. ment.
Is o’er the distant hills; and white '
‘And gray are mingled everywhere.

The carpet of the snow is free

- From any human mark or stain;

The lanes and byways of the woods
Untrodden yet by foot of man -
.Or beast. The damask-mantled pines
And firs stretch emerald arms from out -
Fair ermine folds. The: forest bows
Beneath the burden of the snow.

A holy hush is on the world—
’Tis Christmas day on hill and plain.

Aside from the religious element which

certain other facts show that joy and mernment
are more than pleasure giving ; they are conduc-

in_physical life. He ‘who looks. upon- religious
duty as hard and burdensome will be compara-
tively irreligious, however much he may give
himself to forms and words. He who does not

for the joy that comes with the consciousness
of knowing something hitherto unknown, can
never become a scholar. Intellectual and Sp1r1t-

Tis Christmas in our hearts today.
The mind of Christ has found a home
. Within our minds. The soul of Christ-
- Speaks to our souls from earth and sky,
-+ . From forest, field, rock, hill and plain
"~ And from the Book that gives to us
The story best of Life Divine e
That came to save this sinning world. '

large source of physical disease and weakness.
Hence we have in addition to the religious hun-
ger, that other hunger of humanity for health

the religious to make Christmas time the most
joyous season of ‘the year.. ,Since these two great
- elements of hunger in the human heart underlie
‘the celebration of Christmas, it is well that we
seek ‘to make”the Christmas time joyous in the
best sense of that word, and fill it with whole-
some merrrment The RECORDER commends a
tendency which is growing among its readers. to
Christianize- children by teaching them to give,
as well as to receive, at Christmas time. Few
people are accustomed to give either to ithe
Lord’s cause, or for any form of benevolence
“with sufficient, largeness to gain the joy of ngmg

- ’Tis Christmas in our home today—*
At the dld home, where loved ones wart
The coming from the city great
.. Of sons and daughters with their bairns
To meet-about the old roof-tree—
.’Tis Christmas day at grandpa’s house—
At the new home where old folks come
- To grace and bless the new ‘roof-tree
o Just started on the city street—
 'Tis Christmas in our city homes.

From earth and sky, from heart and home,
.This song o erﬂows the mantled earth:

‘ “Joy to the world the Lord is comel
Let earth receive her kmg

- Let every heart prepare him room,
~And heaven and ‘nature. smg '

Joy to the world the Savxour rergns,

* Let men their songs employ, P o

7 ‘While fields and ﬂoods, rocks, lulls, and plams,
'*,"Repeat the soundmg joy R ER S

OUR :Purxtan _orefathers dxd well ..,

comparatively senseless, if not harmful merri-

underlies the hearts of men at Christmas time, -

ive.to life and health in the largest sense.. Joy is-
an essential .element in religious experience and

love intellectual work, both for its own sake and

ual depression of our feelings and emotions, is a

~and strength, for light and love; this unites with

Those whose main satisfaction appears in gain-
mg, but who never enlarge their lives or sweeten
thexr exrstence by giving to others, must always.
remam narrow, comparatlvely cold and unhappy.
The fact’ that many, ‘influences from Pagan
sources have been associated w1th Chrlstmas
time gives evxdence of the existence of that hun-
ger Of soul already spoken of among those -who -

D~ .‘ B WHOLE No. 3,226.

Even those who have not known of Christ as he

appears in history have in their comparative

‘blindness reached out to find the hand of Divine
‘Love, or as Paul put it, have groped in the dark-

ness, “if perchance they might find Him” for
whom they long and of whom they dream. High-

est of all gifts-is Divine Love, and that love is un-

folded in the life and words of Jesus more fully
and is related to human life more closely than in
any other way Hence it is that we must fight
against the’ wholesome longing of our souls if we

‘reject the -joy, the delight and the peace whlch

ought to pervade Christmas tlme.

Over-'Dolng
Chrlstmas'- 8

*HNE

I'r goes w1thout saymg ‘that the
senseless and often wicked boister-
ous. merriment of - the English

. Christmas-time, against which our

fathers revolted, was far below the standard of

Christmas_ observance for which the RECORDER .

pleads. In the reaction that has taken place since
the days of our Puritan ancestors, we are Overdo-
ing “Christmas, in some respects, and are'in dan-
ger of losing those better elements which we

ought to seek. This is notably true in the super-

abundance of gifts made to the children, and to

older. people as well.

Children are wronged and

led-into false conceptions of life by a superabun-
‘darice of ordinary gifts at Christmas time. The
crreed of those who manufacture toys and the de-
sire of dealers to make the most out of Chnstmas
because people spend money freely under the, in-

spiration of Christmas, is a serious temptation to

parents and friends to wrong their children with-

- out designing to do so.
money and spend it unwisely, heapmg a super-

Those who have much

abundance of gifts upon their children, create a
spirit of selfishness and an unwholesome desire
for “new things” and. for new, forms of enjoy-
ment, a feverish delight in passing pleasure.
It is far better that a child have comparatively
few toys than to have so many that one must be

~discarded for another until both carelessness and

unrest are created by this superabundance of
things unneeded- Something is gained if the child

be taught to give to others from its abundance,

but the evil cannot be fully overcome, for too

often this abundance stimulates “selfishness. and"
_ prevents the growth of better sentiments. The

same danger of overdoing Christmas appears in

_the gift of unnécessary presents, whether to the-
" young or to_those who are older.: Anlexcellent’
rule is that no presents should be given which
-are not .of real and practrcal ‘value for actual
- use at the time they are grven Permanent and e
valuable “keep-sakes ‘may be-excepted‘;frorn thrs i




' for the present year, but thh the hope that you
will compare. these thoughts with what you have:
~ ‘done, so that wisdom may ﬁnd fullest expressron_’
~in your gifts at-next Chrtstmas time. -On tne

-other hand, let no one who is mchnedzto be ife-
. different to Chrnstmas, or mggardly in the matter
of giving, take advantage of these suggestxons"“'
and do nothing to make the Christmas timg ,;noret
joyous by way of appropriate. gifts,, and appro-
priafe thoughts. Right thoughts put into words, '
or sent forth silently are among the rxchest gifts |

we can bestow KR | =

LA X 2

It is well that we sing in loud fe-

a

“Peace on

we apply the thought of peace on
earth and good will toward men to ordinary life

and to individual experiences quite as much as.
to the larger question of peace among the nations -

of the world. Christmas means the disbanding

of armies, and the dismantlement of navies. It

means no more fields of battle, no more devasta—
tion of war. Quite as much does it mean peace
in the ordinary pursuits of life. "It means peace-
ful relations between employers and those who

are employed, between classes and races of men.’
It means peace in families and in homgs. ‘Much
_is lost, and comparatively little is gained when
- the pulpit and the press talk mainly or only con-

cerning peace between nations. At this Christ-
mas time the latent forces of unrest in all indus-
trial circles, the bitter conflict between capital
and - labor call' for a definite apphcat1on of
Chnstmas time peace. Saddest, in many re-
spects, of all the plcturesthat are now prominent,
are the strife and unrest in homes. Disregard for
the sanctity of marriage, the sin of hasty divorce

-and the bickerings and quarelings which mar

home life are both a wail and a prayer-in the.
ear of Heaven, for Christmas peace in the home.

If there are. in any church- bEa,r-mg the name of
" Christ, bickerings, unrest, plottings against a

pastor, critical condemnation one of another
among the members, the Christmas time ought to

bring harmony and peace, even though all other

agencies have failed. Still closer to the individ-
ual life, the spirit of" Chrlstmas ought to' come
to those who are conscious of knowing truth

which they do not obey, and of seeing duties
which they do not perform. Nothing is more

destructive to the better elements of spiritual

life, and of manhood, than an open or latent -

warfare against God and truth. When men at-
tempt to oppose God, refusing.obedience to His
requirements, going contrary to His command-
ments and discarding His ~will, they plant
thorns for their feet and heap up ruin for them-
selves. Sweetest of all peace is that in which the

~soul finds perfect rest because it is at one with

God, at one with Him in purpose, in"aim and

~ wish, in desire and act. Such peace is the high-

est attainment we can make. Its roots are deep.

"They are fed by all the sources of better life;

the “life from above.” Welcome this Christmas

time and help the world to glow with gladness

and to ring with the songs which proclaim the
ideal life in Christ; but do not _forget that when
Christmas bells have ceased to ring, the harder:
tasks of life will all be here; temptatiqn - will

thrust itself ‘upon- us, it will set snares for our
feét and bring burdens for our hearts. ‘We shall -
- .be in danger of. bemg thoughtless when we ought '

frain the song of the angels at
- Earth” Christrhas time. It is also well that’

it spread through Germa'_y"

which our F ather in heaven longs to. see each of
us: enfolded in. - - | :

As OUR readers are well aware, the.'

The Cbristmas Christmas tree in the United States

Tree - . is a modern affair, To the parents .

of the older generation:of those

who read these lines, it was practically, if not ab-
solutely, unknown. It is a thing of the last thirty

or forty years. The strong opposition to it which

found expression in the Puritan Parliament of

‘England about 1640 declared by law that Christ-

‘mas, Easter and Whitsuntid‘e should be abolished.

This position” was also taken in the Amerlcan

olonies. In 1659, the General Court of Massa--
- chusetts enacted as follows:
found observing by abstinence from labor, feast—'

“Anybody who is

ing or any otherway any such day as Christmas

day shall pay for\every such offense five shil-

lings.” This statute was repealed twenty-two
years later. “All this

around that trée. The RECORDER would say in
passing that the eﬂ’orts*to perpetuate the Santa
Claus idea by presentlng that mythlcal saint in
the way in which it is generally done, is a rem-
nant of Pagan notions wh1ch ought to be dis-

pensed with, and doubly so in connection with
' Chrlstmas services in the house of God. A Christ-
‘mas tree may well be the center of ‘Christmas
entertamments, a pretended Santa Claus may not

be out of place in a family gathering; it certamly
is. out of place in the house of God. There is a
legend concerning the Christmas tree that has
come down to us from the time of St. Bomface —
born in Devonshlre England, 680 A. D. and died

-in Friesland in 755. The substance of the legend -
~is this: Pagan worshipers were gathered upon

a h111 where an altar had been established under

~a ‘great “thunder oak” that was sacred to the

Pagan god, Thor. A great fire burned on the
altar, revealing a kneeling child, whom the priest

was about to kill by the blow of a hammer, a
‘sacrifice to Thor, the Hammerer. St. Boniface

appeared upon the scene, thrust the hammer aside

with the cross which he carrxed and rescued the

boy. He then told the Pagans the story of Jesus
and taught them that he did not desire the sac-
rifices of human life. At the same time Boniface
struck down the oak with mighty blows. The
legend goes on to say that near the oak stood a
fir tree, pointing to which Boniface said, “Thls‘

is the living tree, with no stain of blood upon it,

and it shall be the 51gn of your new worsh1p.

ry it to the hall of your chief, for this is ‘the
birthnight of the ‘white Chirist.” - Whatever may
have been the origin of the Chrrstmas tree, it ,ap-
peared first, so far as we ¢éan learn, at Strausburg

in Germany and for at least two centurie: durmg
“the Middle Ages was mamtamed'along the Rlver

Rhine.  About the beginning of the last centur

peace that passeth understandmg wxll not faxl.-f"_.
togain, year by year something of that meﬁablef-l 18
peace which the Christmas ;time _bespeaks afid o

. 3 . e ‘ .
- , e s aeww R

s certain historic interest ‘
in cbnnectlon with the Christmas tree since:
~Christmas. fest1v1t1es at -the present time center

thical Santa Claus: should be*bamshed from pub-

. hc entertamments

%%

IT is best to consxder in connection
Christ’s ‘Stand- with Chiristmas time that new typﬁ

trated in his own hfe and set forth

—

term manhood in this connection to- emphasize

‘the idea that Christian character is ‘manly char-

acter and that true manhood and Christian man-
hood are synonymous "The value of deﬁmtlons

here, as elsewhere, is great. Do not fail to cons._ ,...'A

sider it. Previous to the time of Chrlst love of-

country had been the highest standard of man-

hood. Men were recognized as great and noble
if they sacrificed their interests or their lives in
behalf of their country. The ideals of the: He-
brews were much higher than this. It must be
remembered that -Christian ideals were Hebrew
in origin, and tone, but Jesus gave them deeper
meaning, larger scope and a highet spmtual ap-

plication than the Hebrews had done. - Christian -

standards of manhood are Hebrew ideals Chris-
tianized. Prominent in high Christian standards
is the thought of sacrifice. Not a mere patlent
and helpless yielding, but a joyous giving of one’s

“self for the sake of others; for the sake of higher
. good, the common good; the eternal good. - The

strongest contrast between the ideal life which
Christ taught and the standards which the world
had known before, was that conception of eter-
nal'life which Jesus was the first to reveal. That
conception of eternal life carried all -,'exiStence,

the results of existence, the purposes and aims of

existence, all eternal values connected with. char-

“acter, into the next life. If there be one supreme,

truth which shines brlghter than all others in

the .standard Christ set, it is the truth that this
~ life with its purposes and desires is the beginning
of an endless life, life always unfolding, always

on-going," accordmg to those impulses and stand-

~ards of action which are in harmony with. the will

of God. Such a standard sends far away the
ordinary .standards of life such as: “Gather all
you can out of the world;” “The world owes you
a living” ; “Grab all w1thm your reach”; “Grasp
and climb, that you may have.” Over against

~this, Christ said to men, “Give all you can to

your fellows; g1ve all you can in th1s life that

you ‘may gain correspondmg -good in the next '

life; lay up treasure in heaven.” - Christ taughtv
Let it be called the tree of the Christ-child. Car-

that each life is - enriched ‘by that which we do

for othgrs and- for the future. :In other words,‘

Christ dealt prrmarnly, if-not wholly w1th eternal

‘values. Wealth and posmon, earthly greatness S
and earthly attamments are _,nothmg, accordmg_,-
they are m ac- ,.

to the standard of Chrrstv,‘unle .

ing. of glfts may be ssocxat'vtd w1th it, the my~'

ard of Manhood. of manhood which Christ illus- -

in hlS teachings. We choose the .

- as men’ grasp th:s thought “life 'becomes noble‘--

. and the ‘world is- relmpregnated with the idea of

eternal values. Even those who claim that Chnst'l
- 'was only greatest among meén ackl{owledge that

the ‘idea of ‘true. sacrifice’ first developed in hnm

~ as-a power determmmg his whole life and belng
‘Because he thus lived with God and in God he '

“created the hlghest standard of manhood and of
life that the world has known or can know.

hatever man accepts this standard as his own,

5 r1ses 1nev1tably above ‘temptation, stands agamst

the power of evil and becomes a positive, power.

. for good,—eternal - good Each reader will be
- made better if, stopping at this point, he asks,

“Is the standard of life and manhood that Jesus
the Christ set, my- standard; am I living for .
eternal values; is divine life being reincarnated
in me; does my life make for righteousness and
truth for all time, here and hereafter ?” ‘These are
fit thoughts for Christmas time.
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THE Sabbath School lesson for De-
" T'ime of Christ’s cember 15 has called out a number
- Resurrection’

_pondents, both before and after the
_time when the lesson was studied. The substance
“of the various inquiries is stated by one corres-
pondent in these words: “Do you st111 hold to the

teaching that Matthew mentions a visit in. the

evening which-the other evangelists do not men-

“tion? I accepted that theory when I first got it

from your writings. A good many of our minis-
ters and laymen believe as you taught, that Jesus
was crucified on Wednesday and rose on . the
evening of the Sabbath, as told by Matthew. My
study has confirmed this belief. The Greek opse

which always means evening when used in the
.- New Testament, confirms my belief that Mat-

thew mentions a meeting not mentioned by the
“others.”
spondent was first published by the writer prev-
ious to 1870. Continued mvestlgatlon has con-
firmed rather- than weakened -his ~opinion that
_it- is the correct 1nterpretat10n. - Those of-our

~readers who are familiar with the history of the
varlous discussions which have taken place con-

" cerning the meaning of Matthew 28: 1, will recall
that the late Doctor Wm. M . Jones, of London,
Elder James Bailey in his. Sabbath Commentary,
‘the late Dr. Nathan Wardner the late Dr. Carl

Potter and the late Eld. J-W. Morton, who weré’
among ‘the most promment spec1ahsts upon the

‘Sabbath question of the: last century, all wrote,

some of them copxously, in support of the idea
that Chr:st rose late-on the Sabbath. “An im-
portant German -work by Matthxas Schnecken-'tﬁ

burger pubhshed at Stuttgart in 1832, —*“Chron-
ology of the: Passion Week,”—was: translated for
“the - Outlook: by Presrdent Daland and published

k m the Outlook :].ctober 1891 il-er.r Schnecken-d

“ask. h:gher “autho

of inquiries from various corres-

Powerles's,

The view referred to by our corre-.

: churches

ncerxng the meaning of
the text than the revf’sed version presents.” Such
‘a group of. scholars as- those translators were
ought- to .be accepted - as competent ‘witnesses.
To aid our correspondents who may not have a
standard Lexicon of New Testament Greek at

“hand, we reproduce the following from a “Greek-

Enghsh Lexicon of the New Testament, Grimm’s

die sC Iaws Novi Testamenti. Translated, re-
vxsed and enlarged by Joseph Henry Thayer,
D. D., Bussey Professor of New Testament Cri-
ticism' and Interpretation in the Divinity School
of Harvard University”: in which the construc-
tion of Matt. 28: 1, is fully discussed. After giving

the references which have been adduced .in sup--

port 6f the translation “after the Sabbath” Prof.
Thayer says: “But an examination of the in-
stances. just cited (and others) will show that
they fail to sustain the rendering after (although

it is recognized by Passow, Pape, Schenkel, and -

other lexicographers) : opse followed by a geni-
tive, seems always to be partitive, denoting late

in the period specified by the genitive, (and con-
sequently still belonging to it) cf. B. sec. 132,
7 Rem. Kuehner sec. 414, 5 c. Hence in Mat-

thew [l. c.] late on the Sabbath. - Keim. iii. p.552,
seq. - [Eng. trans. vi. 303, seq.] endeavors to re-

lieve the passage differently- (by adopting the -

V ulg., vespere Sabbati: on the evening of the

Sabbath), but without success. Compare Kgll,"

Com ueber: Matt Ad loc.”
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THE evidence that Sunday laws are

ation in New York City is told by

The Christian Work and Evamgelist, December
I, 1906, in these words: -
“Are there not six nights in the week in which
people may visit the theatre? Yet twenty-seven

theatres were open last Sunday mght and all the -

players and other employees forced to do service.
This is a wholesale invasion of the law, and it
- means qomethmg, which we judge to be a united
defiance of the Sunday law on the part of theatre
managers. According to Rev. F. M. Foster as
reported. in the New York Times the churches
Have surre&lere’d to-this new move. We doubt
if Mr. Foster would assume to speak for “the

very - long .ago they would fain prevent Herr
Conreid’s orchestra from giving Mozarts “Re-
qulem” and Gounod’s “Ave Maria” on Sunday
night. - But now twenty-seven theatres open on
Sunday nlght yet not a move by the police, al-
though the. Sunday law is on the statute books———

‘at least it was until last Sunday when it seems to.

have been. repealed by the police. “‘We have been
criticised for pleading: for Sunday excursions. for

the poor. when they could not en]oy them on any
other days.. ‘But. here is.a case where no such’
plea is . avarlable, for a man who can- ‘go to. the'
theatre on- Sunday mght can’ attend ‘some. other

night." Is our Sunday 1 law really repealed? < Who

*,.Has 1t been,f 1
' : Church may find settl

repealed 1t P—not the Legrslature-

"is the ~law ﬂ-fnoperatlve It isa large questnon
~and a’ comphcated one; nevertheless, it must be -

~ inoperative appears repeatedly and
Sunday Laws in various ways. The present situ-

-But where were the police? Not so

answered before- any adequate eﬁorts for “Sab-

‘bath Reform” can be made. The s1tuatnon is not
~accidental, nor the result of temporary or im-

mediate influence.: Sunday leglslatlon has a
long and variant hlStOl-'y ‘Even in the United
States it is an‘old . question. ‘A few weeks since,
the writer asked leading and able representatives

“of Christianity,—Protestants, Baptists and Con-

gregationalists,—what hope they had that Sun-

“day laws can aid in real Sabbath reform. “No

help can be expected from them,” was the prompt

‘reply.” The accumulatmg evidence of these years

shows that Sabbath keepmg, whether in conneg-

tion with the Sabbath or with the Sunday, is a

religious issue with which civil law can not deal.
This fundamental issue is obscured and success

is prevented by appeals to Sunday laws. If the

friends-of Sunday believe it can be restored to a

Sabbath basis they should cease mourning over
the failure of moribund laws and enter on a unit-

ed campaign for Sabbath keeping as a religious

duty, based upon conscience. Public opinion has
repealed the Sunday law and until that opinion is

chahged Sunday laws will remain inoperative:
andv‘Sunday will be a growing holiday.

R EDITORIAL NEWS NOTES
The amount of money which is sent to Europe

as Christmas gifts seems to increase each _year.

The outgoing- steamers last week are said to have
carried $1,856,614. Clerks in the money order
department of the "Post Office in New York
have been working over-time ‘because of the
great flood of international orders. One. steamer,
the Celtic, is said to have carried over four thous-
and ‘sacks of mail containing more than 8,000
registered articles and 4,187 packages in the

“parcel post.” These facts indicate not only the
great number of foreigners residing in America, |
but the strength of home-ties and the desire of
those who receive better wages than their friends

~at home do, to share good fortune with them.

One cannot refram from smlllng at the efforts
of certain forelgn newspapers and a few sensa-
tlonahsts in America to create a War-scare be-
tween Japan and America. The eagerness with -
which a certain class of writers seize upon the .
shadow of a possibility in such directions, indi-
cates both shallowness of view and an insane de-
sire to produce something exc1t1ng '

On December 16, there were vxgorous demon- -
strations in Rome against the Vatican and in
favor of France, touching the State-Church
question. The Vatican palace . was guarded by
troops but no serious conflict ‘occurred. The -
Government of Italy 1n51sts that it is frlendly
with France and that it does not wish to take

51des in the present dxspute which is really be- ',

tween the French government and  the Roman
Catholic ‘Church. No :important - developmentsk

; have appeared in France during the week.. It

now seems probable that the questlons at- 1ssue’
between the governm’e'n't'and the Roman Cathohc
ent in the courts

Among the. _man 4 vrdences that leadmg men- .




versltxes,he gave speclal attentlon to the need

" the highest.standards: of manhood and. character.'gff
-Among the dangers; referred to he mentioned thef::l
tendency to extravagance and the almost. insane.

seeking -after ‘material good and the lumuries of

life. Among other things he said: . “Far more"
1mportant profound and vital to the nation ‘than -
anything else is the building up of a universal '.
body: of honest mtelllgent patriotic citizenship.
In our success in this ‘direction lies the promise

and prophecy of the future.. With unanointed

eyes ‘we may behold a Republic whose citizenship

is moved and impelled to constant action in' the
effort to give every individual within its limits
the opportunity for the fullest development of

_ allsthe’ possibilities of his or hér lifé. For this

the great. heart of humanlty throbs with expec-
tation. The world looks to this Republic. With
you will be the response in glory or in shame.”

At the opening of the college year a lot of boys |

connected with the College of. the City of New

York made themselves ridiculous, and disgraced

" the. college by street riots. They were brought
to. court for the offense and Judge Olmstead

showed great practical common sense in dealing .

with them. They were held in “solitary con-
finement” ~for nearly a week, “along with lost

babies, run-away girls, and. small boys, who
These boys, -

“haven’t parents to spank them.”
desiring to be recognized as men, would probably
have been willing to face the regular - police
courts and to have the glory of being punished
for their. brawls. On the othér hand, they were
justly humiliated by being treated as ~naughty
children and remanded to the public nursery for

four or five days. . Such treatment as Judge Olm-

stead gave is an excellent corrective for a good
many | “college. disorders.” When _public. authori-
- ties treat rowdy students as.. drs‘ébedlent children
and send them to bed without 'supper, - it is a

hopeful sign of the application of common sense-

and. wise treatment to overgrown and rowdy1sh
boys.
- Various forms of agltatlon appear in the c1t1es

- of New York and Brooklyn concerning the open-

ing of theaters on Sunday.  Certain clergymen
in those cities promise to push the matter of
theater-closing on Sunday, but there is a wide
divergence of opinion, even among clergymen,
as to how far theatrical performances should be
prohibited on Sunday and still higher difference
of oplmon as to-the basis on wh1ch Sunday obser-
vance ought to rest.

For some weeks past there has been much com-
plaint. from certain sections of the -“West and
North-West because the railroads have not fur-
nished sufficient transportation for coal. With
the increase of cold weather this fuel famiine has
become widespread. Great suffering is reported
from Idaho, Utah, Nevada, Kansas, Wyoming,
‘Washington, Minnesota, North and South Da-
kota and Oregon. In many places it is said that
trains of coal passing through towns, have been
‘selzed by the people and the coal dlstrlbuted
In some places also the supply has been given
out in small quantities to keep people from starv-

- ing and freezmg Wood has been used wherever

, but in many sectxons wood can not be

The engmeer was: fatally hur't and the entlre tram.
with the exceptron of one Pullman car was burn-:-_

-

seriou ly injured. , : AR
On December - 1'6 ’th'e" Hamburg-American

Line steamer Prinzessin Victoria Luise, from

New York, went ashore at Port ‘Royal, Jamaica,

The accident was due to the mxstakmg of a light
by Captain Brunswig, who was in charge of the
“vessel when she struck The passengers were
saved without loss, but the captain {committed

suicide by shootmg himself in his cabin when

he realized that through his mistake the -ship
was hkely to be.lost. The ship ‘had a large list

of passengers. Her special business is carrymg
tourists among the West Indles durmg the win-
‘ter season. ‘

Method1st Eplscopal Blshop McCabe, whose

attack of paralysis was reported last week, dled ,

in a hospital in New York, December 19. . He

was a man of unusual ability, widely known as a.
_platform speaker “and an’able official of the
church. The story of his imprisonment in An-;

dersonv111e during the Civil War, became a pop-

ular lecture which was much sought for for many |

years succeedmg the war.

Changes have been made in the Pre51dentsl
cablnet during the week. Secretary Moody goes

to the Supreme bench, and Oscar Straus becomes

.. Secretary of Commerce and . Labor.

It is said that work will soon be begun upon

a ship canal across Cape Cod. This project has -

been under _consideration. for a long time, and
some attempts have been made to accomplish it.

'lThe propos1t10n is for a canal, with twenty-five
feet of water, from Buzzard’s Bay on the Atlantic

side to Sandwrch on the Massachusetts Bay side,

a distance of elght miles. This canal will shorten

the water route between New York and Boston
by about seventy miles. It will also greatly lessen

the dangeér to vessels sailing around Cape Cod.

It is thought that the canal will be open for traffic
within the next three years.

President Roosevelt sent three special mes-
sages to Congress during the week ; one upon the

Panama - Canal, another upon the personnel of
the Navy, and one upon the dlsposmon of Public

Lands.

business, at this time of year, is the shortage of

men and therefore the impossibility of securing:

competent hands for doing the necessary work.

- The need of workmen among farmers, the mea-

ger supply of competent "domestic servants, and
the mcreasmg wages of all skilled labor, indi--

cate a “shortage” in many other forms of busi- "

ness, and there may be .ground - for- the clalm
that railroads are suffering for the same cause.,

Evidently there is something abriormal in- the -

labor market when ‘wages are almost- prohibi--

'tlvely hlgh ‘and it 1s $O drfﬁcult to secure good

servxce R At

It is said that one trouble with the railroad

| ment wxll appearb

the people and the .

,'posmon of the House of Lor 1t power ».
‘' and prestige, will be much weakened 1'f'ii’ not‘» dl-:';..v_" L
rectly ‘modified,: before the .question . is - settled. -
The diseussions upon thaft1 question. emphasxze the;';

. old adage:-“Nothing is settled until it is rightly
settled.” Fundamental- truth ‘whether in pohtxcs; |

or rehglon,—and notably so when these two. in-

ﬂuencle are combined,—can never be ehmmated;_

until lh right foundation is teached. God and .

Truth are controhng factors in human history. -

_Great stringency in money markets marks the/; |
closing days of the year. Probably some finan-
cial legislation will be undertaken by Congress
to prevent such stringency hereafter. ‘ Bills look- -

ing toward 'a_more elastxc currency have been

. introduced already

Agitation concerning. the. dlsmlssal of certain
negro troops by President Roosevelt because of

riots at Brownsville, Texas, ‘has called out a

special message from the President. He defends
that action and declares ‘that the troops were un-

worthy of the uniform they wore, and false to

their duty as American soldiers. It may result -

in some action by Congress. -

The General Electric Company of Schenec-,
tady, N. Y., announces that it is about to make

addltlons to its machine shops in that city. - The

~additions will bring the floor space of the shop

up to three million eight hundred thousand

square feet. This will make it much the largest
‘machine shop in the world. "

Friends of honesty will take satisfaction in the
fact that George Burnham, Jr., a vice-president
of the, Mutual Reserve Life Insurance Company,

has been sentenced to two years imprisonment,

for dlshonesty in connection with- the busxness of
the company. ‘ -

The popularlty of the blcycle and automoblle,

has increased the importation of India rubber
enormously. The demand in this direction has

been greater than the demand for any other new

material during the past quarter of a .century.
Brazil is-the chief contributor to the India rub-
ber supply for the United States. It is said that
over twenty-six- millions of pounds have ‘been

‘imported from Brazil during the last ten, months.
Should the demand continue to increase, it seems-
probable that the .cultivation of the, rubber ‘tree

will be undertaken in all tropical sections. The

Phlhppmes and the Hdawaiian Islands are capable -

‘of producmg it in. large quantities. - In ‘this. con--
nection comes-an. mterestmg ‘article in the Tech-
nical World M wgazme for. January, written by
Wm. T:. ‘Walsh: | He reports the experiments of .
an Enghsh inventor;’ Carr,: who claims that he
“has achieved : success in - producmg a. substxtute P
for Ind1a;_rubber-!evifrom wheat Shouldr,thls 'prove o

| and tradmon could be overcome, I fail to -$ee

| “OUR MISSION ”
E. S.. SHEFFIELD

After readmg in. the SABBATH RECORDER of
Oct. 1 5, 1906, an article by Eldér A. L. Davis, -

" ‘under the above heading, I' remembered an ap-
" peal- in behalf of the Bible’ Sabbath -prepared by -

the Seventh-day Baptlsts in accord with the con- |
viction of their duty in the Sabbath mission. The

~follow1ng from a tract: entitled “Truths Past,

Present and Future,” wrltten in ,1905 by myself
explams the matter: ‘

“The seeds of truth were scattered on the Sab-

| bath questxon by an effort of the Seventh-day

Baptists, at their General "Conference in Septém-
ber, 1843, at Plainfield, N. J. The reasons given

-in the Minutes of - that Conference for ‘their

action were partly stated das follows: ‘The dele-

. gates from the dlﬁerent states' were generally im-

pressed before they arrived at Plainfield, that the

‘time had come when it was their duty to make’ 4
" more vigorous and extensive effort to spread the.

light on the Bible Sabbath question.’” As the
fesult of these individial impressions, a commit-

tee was appointed (of five™ think) to prepare an

appeal to the Baptists on the Sabbath of  the

“Bible. The tract was “prepared, printed and dis-

" tributed, and by its means the Sabbath light soon
- spread. among the Adventists, then generally
" known as “Millerites.”

I once made statements
similar to the foregomg at a meeting in Boone

County, Iowa. Elder Varnum Hull being pres-

ent, confirmed the truthfulness of my statements,

‘and said‘he was one of the committee that framed

that appeal ‘I'have believed for over fifty years
that_the sending out of the appeal was fulfilling
the mission on the part of the.only Christian
Sabbath-keepers then known’in the world. Go
on, brethren, with this your duty and Herculean
labor; stand,"as you stood faxthfully in defence
of God’s sanctlﬁed time in"the past years, when
all others were obeymg tradmons ‘concerning
'Sunday, and thus treating the law of God with: -
contempt I once said Seventh-day observers

o must be very 1gnorant Judge my surprlse when,
= by a little candxd lnvestlgatlon I learned that the
o 1gnorance ‘was all my. own. Then for the first

time 1 felt the prayer of ]esus, ““Father, forglve

them, for they know not what they do,” was ap-

"-'proprlate in my. case"l At first T tried to excuse
" myself from observrng God’s sacred memorial
for’ ﬁnancxal ‘Teasons, but Paul’s statement re-
' curred to my 1 ‘ _
o before that n _a -onement was made for wxlfull |
' t light,th t is séen. That ended my
Then f’I-j' “could endorse :

e Augt

I ‘had never seen’

" afterward’ disregat

L.. S Davns,f

_how an honest - per on can read James 2: 10 and .

the command to remember

God’s rest day’ to keep it: holy. We read of a

" future time, when all will keep it. Let us get-a

foretaste of that glad t1me by lovmg and keepmw ’

it now. " - -
Roscok, OKLA!

‘[ The action to which Mr Sheffield refers is re-
corded on page 10 of the Minutes of the Seventh-
day Baptist Anniversaries for 1843. That record
shows that Paul Stlllman submltted the follow-
ing resolution: : , ‘ v

“Resolved, That in view of the imperious duty de-
volving on us to publish the truth of God to the world,
it is advisable to make an appeal to the various orders
‘of Christians in reference to the Sabbath ‘of the Bible,
urglng them to a thorough examination of the subject,
as one of great importance to the cause of God.

“Resolved, In accordance with the object of the fore-

- going resolution, that a committee be appointed to pre-

pare an address to. our ‘brethren of the Baptist denom-
ination, to be issued. under the sanctxon of the General
Corniference.’ :

These resolutions were adopted and Thos 'B.
Brown, Paul Stillman, and N athan V. Hull were
appointed to draft the Address to the Baptists.
Later in the session Wm. B. Gillette “moved that

immediate measures be taken to print ‘twenty

thousand copies. of the report to be circulated
among our Baptist brethren.” Many editions of

the tract thus prepared were published. In a

bound .volume of tracts on the Sabbath, pub-
lished in 1852 by the American Sabbath Tract
Society, that “Appeal for the restoration. of ‘the
Bible Sabbath,” in an address to Baptists from
Seventh-day Baptist - General Conference, . ap-
pears as tract number fifteen. We add these .
‘items of history to the statements made by our
correspondent for the sake of those who may
wish to keep in touch Wlth thé history of our

‘ vxork —ED RE_CORDER ]

B 47 ‘H}IDO& 1V TOOHOS HHL
‘We are indebted to Prof. Luther Davis for the
 following ‘facts concermng the school at Fouke.
The school for the present year opened on Tues-

day, Nov. 6, the day-after we returned from the

‘Association at Gentry The enrollment for the
first day was ﬁfty pupils, nineteen more than last
year The present attendance—five weeks later
—is’ ﬁfty-elght Of these thirty-five -pupils are
from the homes of Sabbath-keepers and twenty-®
three others “The school began this. year under
“very favorable condltlons. ‘The first and second

grades are in the third room, which- also contains

~ the hbrary These grades are ‘under the care of

Miss Nancy E Davxs The ‘third, fourth and_ :
fifth grades are taught by Mrs. C. C. Van Horn,«

‘of Gentry, who came to Fouke in response to the

call for a teacher made by Elder Randolph at : o

,structlon and ., all Jext-bOOks used: in ‘the school"‘ '
~are; free to chnldren commg from Sabbath-keep ~

~ -

ing. families. " DR T
FOUKE “ARK.; DEC. 11 1906 | o

v

'STATISTICS OF THE SOUTH-WESTERI\

ASSOCIATION
Reports from the churches were mcomplete at

‘the time of the Association at Gentry; and the

RECORDER has just ¥eceived the statistics -from

'-Prof L. S. Davis, ‘Secretary of the Assocxatlon

tions durmg the year. It has forty-ﬁve resrdent
and forty-four non-resident members, _makmg a
total of eighty-nine. - The church at Gentry re-.
ports one loss by death and two by letter, with

one hundred resident and twenty-one non-resi-"

dent members, making a total of one hundred
and twenty-one. Little Prairie reports six ad-
ditions, but no total membership. Delaware re-

_ports no addlt/ons and no loss, total membership -

of ten. Attalla reports neither loss nor gain,
resident membership thirteen, non-resident five,
total eighteen. Hammond reports one loss by
death and one by letter, fifty-five resident and
twelve non-resident members, maklng a total of

“sixty-seven. * Wynne reports ‘seven’ members in

all:

A CORRECTION
Edztor SABBATH RECORDER :

take appearing in my Convocatlon paper, “Home

- Missions and Denominational Life and Growth ”e

SABBATH RECORDER, August 27, page 552. The
statement is that.concerning the work of Elder
C. A. Burdick: “He was instrumental in the or-

. gamzat1on of the South-Eastern Association, and

in that of the Roanoke, churcht”- The fact is
that he was not “mstrumental ” but that he as- -
51sted in, etc.. Will you kindly call attentlon to
the mlstake and correction, and, obllge, o

H. C VAN I—IORN._ |

LOST CREEK W. VA,

HE KNOWETH ALL

" The twlhght falls, the night is near, -
I fold my work away, b
And kneel to one who bends to hear '
- The- story of the day : :

The old, old story; yet I kneel
To tell it at Thy call; »

And cares grow lighter as I feel
“That J esus knows ‘them all '

Yes all! The mornmg and the mght
_ The joy, the’ grief, the loss,

The roughtened path, the: sunbeam brxght
The hourly thorn and cross.

L ‘Thou knowest all——I lean my head

. My weary. eyellds close;
Content and glad awhile to- tread -

Th:s path smce Jesus knowsl

'«‘--And he has loved mel All my heart
‘ Wlth answermg love 1s stxrred

strumental musnc. All in-

My attention has been recently called to a mis-

~




APPLICATION S FOR HELP

All Churches which neglected to ask the Mrs 2
sionary Baard for aid in’ support; of their: pastor‘, : f

for the year 1907, if they intend to ask, should .*
“write to the Corresponding Secretary before the

Board meeting,” January 16; - Make your request
statmg the amount, and have 1t srgned by
church ofﬁcer. '

. HOW 1 GOT MY BEARINGS
T did better than I knew. ‘When I was a boy
in school at Milton I made a few very close

friends ; some were in my classes and some were’

in the same lyceum. We studied together and
‘came to think out the problems of school. life
from the same point of view, and in the main
_came to the same and right conclusions. A won-
derful vantage ground to get at the first, a cor-
rect look at things. The great questions—re-

lrgxous, social, political and - financial—were

thought and talked through. The point of view
from which" we looked was that of meeting, not
avoiding, the responsibilities of life. We: very
well knew that the world owed us nothmg, but
we intended it should when we were through
- with it. . '
‘All unconsc1ously thlS olly crowd of young
folks grew strong and g . After the week of
faithful study we gathered on. Sabbath eve in
the Davis Room for the regular weekly prayer
meeting, where we commltted ourselves to:what

we believed: rehglously just as. we ‘had through .

the week on other things. When the last class
and chapel exercise was over and we parted.
acting as if we did not care so very much, we
went out to face real life. I do not think any of
the boys knew how.much of the goodness and
strength they had taken on then;selves came from
. their companions. I did- fiot-kfiow it until after
years. I owe those boys and girls a debt which
I would like to pay to them or ‘their children..
Here in ‘school, under the influence of unselfish
teachers, we found our bearings; we have kept

them during life, and have made no mistake in

this. When I get discouraged and blue, T recall
the merry laugh of one of those girls. Her noble-

ness was what made the laugh $o cheering: Her

sweet voice has since been added to the Angel
choir, but that merry laugh has cheered me for
more than thirty years. It has followed me in
every trouble and in every country in. which I
have ever been. That boy fromi Kansas also left
" me a rich legacy. He was a wit, but better than
_that, he possessed as much good sense and real
nobleness as wit. He was never coarse or cruel,
with it all. The boy from New-Jersey taught me

to be tolerant of those who' dressed better than I

could and of those who knew more “than I did.
Then he also left me some of the best stories
which I now have. = The boys from - Chicago

added to my stock of knowledge about the way . -

the other half of the world lives. ‘The things

’ now prrze more than any earthly treasure. R

stand alone

grounds than those. . Therr motlve m'

~an educatron ‘was not srmply to. accumulate

money. The young people who dxd that ‘were in

‘ another group. This is: just what I am trying. to

tell you: Get your bearmgs on high grounds. I8°
you get them in’“the lodge” or on the street I

-venture that they will be. twofold, and you w1ll
" g6 with the great mass of men and not exert the
- greatest mﬂuence for good. Get a correct pomt
- of view, from which to approach lrfe If you

you choose such frlends as I found you wrll not

3.

THE GOSPEL ON THE PLAINS
When I reached Nortonv1lle Kan., Pastor
Hills was at-Farnam, Neb., by request of that
church holding Gospel meetings.” Farnam is in
the southwest corner of Dawson ‘County, two

‘hundred miles from Lincoln. His own words
“will best explain conditions there and the re-

sults of his work on that 1nterest1ng field. He

osays:

T found one of the most earnest devoted lit-

tle companies of workers out there I know of.
There are only a handful as we found them, not -

more than thlrty-ﬁve or forty ; but such spiritual
fire and zeal as sparkled in their eyes, snapped in.

thexr testlmomes, and bubbled over in their

prayers  was truly refreshing. They talk the
Christian . religion, they believe it, but best of

all, they live it. ‘We saw this, and it is also the

testimony. of thelr first-day neighbors and those
‘with whom they do business.” To be'a Seventh-
day Baptist out there is like having gilt-edged
indorsement—it goes.” The Sabbath we were
there was a ‘red-letter day.” Seven were bap-

“tized into the church and eight joined on testi-

mony. Apparently none of them joined- simply

for sake of having their names on the church

roll, but they joined for active service for the
Lord. . The new members range in age from
fourteen to about thirty years.

“The church is made up of very substantial
people with whom it is a joy to meet and wor-
ship. We hope and confidently expect, that with
this néw development and additional power they
will accomplish much for the Lord out on the
firing line at this frontier post of service. Their

prospects . are” bright.  They now number only

about fifty, possibly a little more. They are in

great need of a pastor, and I think they. will have
‘one soon. The train that brought me “home
brought a letter on-its way east asklng a certain-
young man. to settle with them as their pastor, -
and I think the prospects are good for thelr get- -

ting ‘him. .

“They have a neat, though not large, parson- "

which they told were good not bad. T must not " , age. Their Sabbath services are held m the |

expose all of my good friends, for most of them
are living. IfI do, they will wish that they had
never. taken- me into their frlendshlp, whrch I

Flrst-day Baptist . church

"-famrhes hves in town the others are farmers and

llve at varymg dlstances of- from one-half mrle to

I.,have smce learned that the graces whrch thev ‘; \

smlles at ,he
fathers geography

.. “The~soil about Farnam is T-ffertrle, ‘chmatcx_"_
agreeable and healthfal; water ‘the best we :have
ever found on the plains. - Prxces of land vary‘ e
from ten to thirty dollars an-acre... Dlstance!".' o
from town and. 1mprovements are governmg fac-
tors. - For several years the rainfall has been
“abundant. A branch of: the great Burlmgton :

'~ find that you stand alone, do. not be scared If- railroad system' passes through Farnam, afford- "

ing -convenient transportatron ‘facrhtres Amoncr

the many who are seeklng new homes and. cheap

.lands; it seems.fair to suppose that with all these
advantages the church at this place would re-

ceive accessions by 1mm1gratron If any “true
blue” Seventh day. Baptists are lookmg w1stfully .
toward th€ land of the setting sun with longmgs |

for homes among a. worthy people of the same
faith, I venture to say that Deacons. Robert Van

"'Horn and U. F. Davis will gladly respond to all

correspondents who may address them with that
-end in view.” ‘ ’

OBSERVATIONS IN WISCONSIN
\ ~J. W. CROFOOT. ~
_ If one is. to spend Thanksgrvmg away from hls

famrly, Milton may be recommended as a good
place to go, and of course it’s the best place: for -

" those whose homes are there, to-spend the Amer-

ican religious holiday. Most of the time of the :

meeting at Milton, Frlday evening, ‘was con-
sumed in g1vmg some description of our work i

Shanghai and Lieu-oo and in answering a large
number of questions from those present Sab-

bath,morning, Dec. 1, the church was well filled
wrth a very sympathetic audience. The same
was true at’ Milton Junction in the.afternoon.- At

Rock River Sunday night there was a fair at-’

tendance but there seems to be less interest ‘there

'in missionary matters than in many other .

churches, even small ‘ones. -
Wednesday, Dec: 5, was a very unpleasant
day, with a dark, stormy nlght following, so the
attendance at Albion that ‘evening was small.
There appears to be an excellent mrssronary in-
terest, however, at least on the rt of some.
‘An espec1ally hopeful feature of the 51tuatlon

there is the interest of the boys 1n mrssmnary B
work. One asked me if I’ had. any - rehcs - from,
" China, and three came in Thursday mormng to
see what I had. At Walworth T spoke on Fri-
day mght and the evenmg after the Sabbath as"

well ason Sabbath mornmg, Dec. 8_, B

“The music I have heard m_ust be_ mentloned _' 1
have seldom hstened to. ‘such singing as that of.
1r~ and 1t was arare treat tometo -

the Mllton :
attend o}

‘ read the annual ‘reports of our Chma mxssron-. |

‘aries. - They are found on pages 208 to 220. And,

“by- the. way, the comprehensrve mdex now in the

Mmutes makes them very. much more valuable
than those of a few years ago. o
| VR ok

I wonder how many people have notlced that

the “Specral Notices” near the end of the Re-

CORDER now ‘contain the address of our China
mtssnonarres T must: learn to write or else have
a typewriter, for when I try to say, “Let s cheer
up,” the prlnter calls it, “Le%heck up

A Chrlstmas Suggestron' “Pastor Hsi,” by
- Mrs. Howard Taylor, is an excellent ‘biography
of “one of China’s Christians.”” -“The Vanguard,
a Tale of Korea,” by James S. Gale, is a most
cexcellent missionary story and picture of con-
_ ditions in the Far East. They can be purchased
*at one dollar and a dollar and a quarter, respect-
ively, postpaxd from F. H. Revell Company.
. CHICAGO, DEc. 13, 1906.

"INCIDENTS IN JEWISH WORK
‘One day I went into a store to carry a copy

-of the ‘Helping Hand to a Hebrew acquaintance. .

There were several men in the place, and nat-
~urally we got into a conversation on the ever liv-

" ing theme of Christianity and the Christ. Two

or three Hebrew ladies came in and also became
“interested in the conversation. On learning that -
- I'was a Seventh-day Baptist, one of the Jews said

that he had years ago been at Alfred on a busi-
-‘MEETING OF THE SABBATH SCHOOL '

“ness trip and there’ met a number of our people,
including the late President Allen and the Chris-
tian Israelite, Mr. Greenwood (now Dr. Green-
wood) - He had also met the Rev. S. S. Powell
‘and had seen.The Peculiar-People. It is evident
that Chrxstramty has had a considerable influ-
ence on this Jew, for in his. conversation he -
practrcally admitted that the Christians - mlght
be rlght I have since had the pleasure of giv-
.ing him a copy: of Dr. Delitzsch’s Hebrew trans--
latlon of the New Testament. ol
“While in a drug-store: not. long ago a well-
known Hebrew of - thlS -city called me aside and

' 1nqu1red with - mterest after our beloved Hol--

lander, ‘Elder Velthuysen. When our Mlssmn—
.ary. Secretary and Elder Velthuysen were here

they met this’ venerable Jew in a shop down town.

The Hebrew asked Eld Velthuysen when’ Chrrs-
latter replled “Back there -
€ ed__of the woman shall

'were (spent m -
Church in a. sernes o _.-evangehstrc meetmgs, and ‘three

_ nights were- spent on Buckeye Run in assisting the Pas-

A/QUESTION ANSWERED

o ]The world is:such a- cheery place :
- If we but see it s0;
- There’s beauty everywhere we step
. To set the heart aglow.
The air is full of rhythmic joy,
The blue sky. throbs with love,
And every. leaf and flower and bird
By pure dellght in life is stirred |
Its ecstasy to prove. -

tor of the Salem Church in a series of meetings which

.he was conductmg ‘at that pomt, and which had been
_,in progress about- ten days prevxous to the coming of

the Field Secretary.. These meetings, both at Lost Creek
and Buckeye Run, were seasons ‘of" dcep spiritual power,
and it is believed that they will- result in much’ of last-
ing good. Six days were Sspent’ with our church at
Salemville, Pennsylvania. Five publrc services were
conducted here, three of whlch were glven to Sabbath
School work. : .
Your Field Secretary is now at Alfred as directed
by your Board, to arrange the detalls of thé Pastors

. Training Class Course.

" The: world is ‘such a sorry place
~ If we but see it so;
There’s sadness in the skies ‘above
And on the eagsh below. >
The children weep, the birds are_ mute,
 The flowers droop ‘and die;
All sounds are tuned in minor key,
All sights but picture misery; .
We wondegr, wonder why.

‘How can we solve the problem—we
Who fain the earth would know?
‘How- can earth be so beautiful,
And how so full of woe?
O human heart, give answer, for
- In thee that answer lies;
. 'Tis not for birds or flowers or air-
- To make life either dull or fair,
Or prove its mysterxes.

- Life’s ~radiance from within must shine, -
- Its harmony express -
The aspirations of the soul,
The power to cheer and bless.
"Tis love, love only, in the air,
The sky, the birds, the flowers,
That  glorifies the common life,
That triumphs over care and strife,
- In thlS sweet world of ours.
; —Emily Hartley, in Sunset

‘BOARD.
The Sabbath School Board of the Seventh day

‘Baptist General Conference met in- regular ses-

sion at 220 Broadway, New York City, on the
First Day of the week, December 16, 1906, at 10
o’clock A. M., with the presrdent Esle F. Ran—
dolph, in the chair.

- The followrng members were in attendance
Esle F. Randolph, Harry’ W. Prentice, Royal L.

Cottrell, Edward E. Whitford, Charles C. Chip-
:_man, Frank L. Greene, and Stephen Babcock.

Prayer was offered'by Frank L. Greene.

- The minutes of the last meeting were read.

" The recordlng ‘secretary reported that the us-
ual notice of the meeting had been sent to all the

“members of the Board.

Correspondence was presented from Rev. Geo.
B Shaw, and Rev, Herbert C. Van Horn.
By ‘vote, the. recordmg secretaty was ‘requested

"to write ‘a letter ‘to. Miss - Ernestine’ C Smith,
.’expressmg the appreciation of the Board of her
: work as, editor. of the Sabbath- Visitor, commend-

1ng, in partlcular, the current Chrrstmas number.

' The. Fmance Commattee reported a. crrcular :
letter sent out under:date of ‘December, 14,1906, '
-to all the churches and' Sabbath '“Sc‘hools of th@
. el ‘elatln' : t p dg -Of?th":ﬁnanclal e

The detarl work for the mmy be summarized
“as follows: "~ Sermons, 13; addresses, 6; parlor confer-
ences and round table discussjons, 3; prayer and testi-
mony meetxngs led, 8; visits and calls, 52; letters and
commu’mcatxons sent out, 18; home departments organ-.
ized, 1; teachers’ meetings organized, 1; schools in
which offerings for special denominational objects are
to be taken, 1; miles travelled, 498; Sabbath Schools
planning to take a quarterly collection for the Sabbath

' School Board, 1; collections on the field, $2.40.

Respectfully submitted,
‘ WALTER L. GREENE, Field .S'ec y
ALFRED N. Y, Dec. 15, 1900.
The Treasurer’s usual monthly statement . of -
‘ recerpts was presented and accepted as follow5' '

AT " _RECEIPTS SINCE LAST REPORT.

Welton, Ia$ 3 00
»_DeRuyter,N Y 300"
- Little Genesee, N. Y. 635_
Hebron Centre, Pa. ......ce.oiveeean. 5000
- North Loup, Neb. 10 00
. Wellsville, N. Y. oiiivievinviniansonns 275\
Farina, Il 9,00,
 Hartsville, N. Y. cvvvriiiernivninesnee. 36307
J. ‘A. Inglis, Marquette; Wis. ....7e.... 500
- Albion, Wis. e _ 655"
"D. B.-Coon, Utica, Wxs U o' s '« X
Mrs. C. B. _Rogers, Waterford, Conn, ... 100
First Alfred, N. Y et eeeeetireessen. B OL
Boulder, Col. ..........cciviviiiiiie. 200
Hornell, N. Y. ..iiiiiiiieieineennnnn.. 2287
Chicago, Tl .....ieeeieviivieeecniuns 10700
Garwin, Ja. ... cvieiieiiiiiisiiienien I_I=',o>-‘_T
- Battle Creek, Mich. .........i0c0ovvve 500 0
Jackson’ Centre, 0. . verenernen [ 1.300
Collected on ﬁeld by Fleld Secretary ve -4 30 ‘

. $87 67

Loan repaid ce e Ceeeaens $Ioo 00
Outstandmg loan s rrieesdidee... 200 0O
FRANK L GREENE, Treasurer..
‘Minutes read and approved
AdJourned o

" Coruiss F. RANDOLPH,
Recording Secretary.

CHRISTMAS.
(Dates from 1500 A. D., author unknown.)
- When Christ was born of Mary free
. In Bethlehem in that fair citie,
Angels sungen with mirth and glee,
In Excelsns Gloria! -

Herdsmen beheld these angels brrght
To them appeared with great light,
And said, God’s son is’ bom thls mght,

“In- Excelsrs Glorra!

Thrs ng is comen to save kmd
Even in Scnpture as we ﬁnd
T herefore this song have we' in mmd
Ly In Excelsrs Glorra! -




R A.«'UNDER THE ROD
o “He ‘loveth 'whom he chasteneth »
" 'Wé bow beneath his rod - '
‘Our hearts are sore, "
Yet we xmplore, ‘
- The pxtymg love of God

durmg ‘the'’ year that is past ,
mefable have been strewn all along the pathway ;
A ~and, although déath has twice invaded our- ranks; S
,‘,\_ "7 bringing to us all deep sorrow, and we have not . . i S . |
been able to accomplish all we had hoped for; yet mnot. bear heavy burdens we.can glean askdxd one R GRS tThe s:ort “zlmtlir tﬂw:lll(ght wa, lal:ledaldd fa(:;:‘i’.
we can but feel that the eﬂFort put forth has been _of old,, hopxng to gather a. few sheaves. L G I “theo mli t, and ‘the. flocks were ddled wi m.
‘blessed. | e e B e BRNEWERS, e ’

Let us ever. remember that there are man) T | All day long they had lortered in the vallevv ,
; o " To heavenly rest 1nv1tes _ At this trme we usually have present W1th us vhttle thsngsathat ‘Christ - ‘makes great ~Miss - T "ctopplng the short. herbage or baskmg in the
! o B - . .most of our honorary members, and as has “been .Havergal ictures some of them m her beautl— IR bright sunshine.  As evemng came on, the shep-
“He loveth whom he chasteneth.” our custom in past years, a short account of what ful verses: - ",« = Tl i e o & r
' " No bruised reed he breaks, d hat th L ey o - herds had led them gently up ‘the steep toward
X o we are doing as a soc1ety is given, that. those \h }{ d _
% . ‘His loving ¢are e shelter where they would rest all night, se
1 I h ‘ who are not present at the business: meetlngs L
P ‘ . Is everywhere, cure from prowling foes.
‘ : may know what has been accomphshed Twenty '

- ,_fsrde the Stlll waters
and’ mto greenipastures So would God lead HIS
people. et AR :

‘words to’ 'tter. _-he'l angel messenger lmget‘ed
by the: shepherds till the 'muisic died away in the

“He shall feed hls ﬂock hke a shepherd and dlStanCC Then touchmg Wlth a gesture of bene-

them in his bosom.” | So spake the prophet con- shmmg ngs and: ﬂoated OUt °f srght LT

‘cernlng the coming Lord, so tender, so loving, Wondermg, ‘worshipping, the shepherds stood, .. N E
with faces hidden t111 the srlence of the night - -

sheep, have gone astray ‘We have turned every ell round them once again.  Across the valley, SRR
one to his own bvay and the Lord’ hath laid on | the “star still burned' and glowed with pearly ’

him the iniquity of us all” “What does that \;ﬁiance Davrd lifted his eyes to the sleeping . | t
and the shepherds. gazed at him and turfied. |

- “He loveth whom he chastenet
L ' _ Oh not in wrath he smites;
R : - . His tender plea ) -

? - “Come unto me”

SO. con51derate of the weak ones. - “All we, like -

“The memory of a klndly word
. For long gone by; |
The 'fragrance of a fading flower

A He giveth and he takes

“He loveth whom he chasteneth ».
Dear Lord, hear thou our cry;
Death’s shadow falls, = N
The grave appalls, ' T e
To thee, to thee we ﬂy..

“He loveth whom he: chasteneth » S
' When grace divine is given o
- It lifts the pall = -
Of death, and all

Is light and love in heaven. _ SO ' Such | | | e
s Tight and ove in heaven. -, Anon'ymaus., Makmg a total 1ncome of. i :Such t1ny things we hardly count = The slow, gentle speech and deliberate moy geeper for fthe Sre bugnid low. ?hetﬂotCk had L feet were stirring. They picked their way g
B Of this we have Pald e S - As ministry. o ments of the shepherds kespoke the. influence of een (glmet or hours Thl now a d ain ls = w?g “along the narrow highway, still led by the boy and | 1
A letter from a faithful Colorado ‘worker con- To the church. ... ... AR $25 0 .'PThe glvers deeming they have shown “a life spent with nature. Most of the men had ~motice amon%r I e ey seell? ed restl: ess witli-. the guiding star. "And ever the star seemed mov- B
tains the followin ds: “I have been thinking To Mrs L A. Platts (Treas of Woman s S - Scant sympathy; .. already reached middle life. One of their num- out a cause. The young moon had set long since ing just before them till they reached the village ]
wing words: ave been thinking Board) e : J.iriiu. 10.00 But when the heart is over-wrou ht, and the stars had given but faint light to ‘his | i
of late what a help and £ t it would - * , : g o ber, however, was a }outh of fourteen years, khan. They paused at the door of the inn to i
elp and encouragement it wou To Miss Sus1e Burdlck salar SRR RN R ‘1000  Oh, who can tell - v : . ceaseless. pacmo' Mldmght was resting on the iR
be if all of our women who change their location y. paes SRR _ | o ‘who came forward in answer to the question her b lenish the f ask the’ watchman for admittance. But David oo
would still retain their membership with their . For door in vestlbule of the church cese. 10000 _The'power of such tiny thmgs RN ‘which the man had asked. - Joseph, the eldest of - hlllS‘de The watc er bent to'replenish the fire. o 6 4 h6t  His eyes were fixed upon that won- W
home society. Some do, but morepdo not. Of For paper. for the parsonage........ . o750 0 o Tomake it welll” - .. | _the shepherds, and the one to whom they usually. ~As he rose from his task he was startled by the  drous ‘light and his feet knew no hesitation.
course, if thye o wh e, there is a Seventh da Toward -organist’s salary. .. ,-; cevieaae. U 7.50, In the death of Mrs. Lewis Dunn, whlch oc- referred all dec151ons, turned to the boy who growmg hght of a soft radiance which filled the “Up the. steep h11151de, past the dozing camels- ;
Baptlst Womzngs Soczl; cht is all right, butT’ For coal fot the needy Peesssredienlion 450 c_urred Jan. 31, 1906, the society has lost a faith- - speke deferentially: : ‘ air, yet he could not tell from whence it came. and the softly lowmg oxen, he sought the manger i
refer to’ those who doy,not I behex%e if our Toward:. organ for- MI'S Luther Davrs - ful and efficient helper, and one who was always “If it please you, ]oseph Iwould take my furn The strange light grew brlghter and the" fa—v Jin’ the cave. , |
women are truly. loyal we will consider it a duty ‘work in Fouke, Ark fiteeiiiiiiisee. 500 “ready to-cheerfully perform the duties. which at the watch tonight. I can eas1ly tend the fires, " miliar outlines of the hillside came to view- Then “And there, lymg just as the angel had told !
and pleasure to stand by our society and help in Missionary . Soc1ety ceesdesvesscadaesss 300 .came to her. Her. interest and faith in the and if a lion come to molest the ﬂock I will he.saw the flock, stirring but silent. Now the ~them, they found the little Chlld the Savxour i
every way we can. I don’t thmk the Lord ‘will Tract Soc1ety L 4 DI . R 3.00° - church was unbounded; it was a joy for her to quickly call for help.” : glow deepened and at last focused in a gleammd‘ Wthh 1s- Chr1st the Lord. : l '
excuse usy f. For one share of mlsswnary debt ..+... -5.00 . participate in its work and services, to do any- | - point-above the sleeplng c1ty A star had rlseu, Surrounded by the wonderlng shephends Dav- i
even if the srs,ers’j,would While we R S -Joseph smiled 1ndulgently at the boys eager | ’ | d fell his ki before the littl d g
have a noble band of women, good and true, we For fowers............ Ciieeeensaais. 400 thlng that Christ might be glorified, .and as she |  ness, and replied . in Bethlehem. . SR id fell upor his knees before the little one, an :
surely cannot be too loyal to the cause and work.” Miscellaneous ................ e 7 % neared, the end she could look forward with com- it “S,lnce you des1re it so much Davrd -you may " The shepherd shaded his eyes and gazed across looked long and deeply into the baby’s eyes. - The |
Balance on hand Nov. 1, 1906. e ' 28. 5[ osure and know that it was all well. his! glory in. his own face deepened and within his it
The foregoing suggestlons are too good to he D hi ilt has b iIted, P we - take the first. watch. - Keep the fire well.tended, - the valley. - What wonderous sight was  this! heart there trembled into life a love which rew 3
lost. The benefit would be incalculable if all durlng t lls tlmde one l;lul £ nas cen qu(li teh ~On Oct. 21 we were called to mourn the loss- “and guard carefully the gate. No lion or’other Trembhng and awestruck, he hurrled to the with. his growth, and stren gthene d w1thg his i
those who. are isolated would keep in touch with anh two qui tS S0 One rlnglng $3 50 ang the , Of Mrs. Eliza Coon ‘'who was made a life mem- o - wild beast can scale the wall which has guarded camp. “Joseph, Joseph,” he called.” “What does strencrth and molded all his. hfe - 1
Ot er $2.00. ber of the soc1ety in September, 1901. In years N " the flocks of Bethlehem for centuries.” the light mean ?” Startled - by the cry, the sleep—» ;

the society they have ofice been connected ‘with,
or aﬂihate themselves with the society nearest

them. - There is also another side to the shield.

What about the duty of the society to the mem-

~ber that goes out from.it? A Correspondence
,Commlttee might be a useful adjunct to the reg-
ular organization—its duties being to write often’

to members who have been upon its roll, real,

: cheery, newsy letters. Tt is difficult for one per-
~son’ to maintain a very warm glow of enthusi-

asm -in the organization unless some effort is
made to reciprocate such interest.

It is quite possible that the duty lies more upon -
the organized body than upon the isolated mem-

ber. But one word of caution. No very great
expectation of success need be entertained if the

‘'work of ‘the Correspondence Committee is al-

lowed to degenerate into annual or quarterly in-
vitations to remit the dues.

ANNUA'L_REPORT "

Of the Ladies’* Aid Society of the Seventh’-day

" Baptist Church, New Market, N. J.
“Another year with its round of duties, pleas-

. -ures, care and sorrow has: passed mto etermty, |
L ,Years come and;go, each one: brmgmg 1ts share

‘held April 1.

_ladies and elght gentlemen are our present num-

bers. . T : -~

Cash on hand at the beglmang of our last
year, July 1, 1905

Our income since that tlme has been:

From dues.......... . .0

Proceeds from' suppers.

From work and other sources. Ceseiveae. IL7S

S1x baptlsmal robes have been made also

""""""""".'$3I73‘

..:'ff.l.- 1850:: '
5740:-’.

$97687 -"

several garments for those unable to do for

themselves o , o
One dozen sﬂver kmves and forks, also onc

fountain pen and a purse of money upon the
completion of her fifth year of service. The
regular monthly supper was not served-in March
on account of the time .being so near to the
meeting of the church and society, which was
- In August no supper- was served

tablecloth have, been purchased for the use of the’
~society. . The secretary was presented with a

on account of the celebration of the tenth mar- |

riage anniversary of our beloved pastor and his

wife. May many happy returns of that event be

- We have been favored ‘during the year w1th

visits from Mrs.,Davns Mr. and ‘Mrs.: Crofoot,

from. the mission field in China; also Rev. ‘Mr.

SO ably rep- |

_given to.them as they labor together for the ad— ’
“vancement of God’s kingdom. . :

R

. Velthuysen, from the Holland mission... We feel - li
_that their visits have: been. productrve of. good ‘
.and trust that we ‘may work and pray. ‘with: re-
;.".newed zeal for the cause which th -

~ . Sent lovingly; 6 .
-, The gleamlng of a sudden smile
' - Or sudden tear;

The warmer.pressure of the hand
' he tone of heer;

that mean(c“l cannot speak,\ g
‘ " But I have heard,”
The note that only bears a verse
: From God’s own Word,

“The hu

gone by,-when,,health and strength permitted,
she was a faithful, active worker in the society.

‘And when physical strength failed, her interest
~in the work, and devotion to it never lessened.
'Helpfulness was her constant thought.

year ago she presented the society with a pieced

~ quilt-cover, the. work of her-own hands, finished
in her eighty-ninth year; whlch when completed
“was sold for $3.50. ‘

May we emulate the examples thev have left__ .
| to us, and as our workers are called up hlgher o
may the ranks be filled by others made glad to
do the Master’s blddmg, and ‘those of us who -
remain take up the work wrth renewed vxgor

each trymg to do her best.
MRS A E CURTIS S‘ec.

A CORRECTION

VV'ill you please call attentlon m the RE‘ ORDERk -

Only a -

" the -coarsest kind were on ‘their feet.
brawny arms were bare and only long, tan
locks of hair covered their heads: Each §
‘a shepherd’s crook, with which he gulded

# jllustrious’ descent from the great kmg, was. tend-
. ing-the. ﬂocks and readmg"‘anew the lessons of

“The men formed-a p1cturesque group They‘
- were clothed 1n 51eepsk1ns a rouorh dressed
fleece bemg

,,.--

by a broad leather belt at the walst Sandalsv of

led

lam the flock, or used it as a weapon i thg
defense. -

- Rejoiced at this permission, which tac1tly gave

him a man’s responsibilities, the boy sprang to

gather more fuel for the fire, arid then hastened

to his post. The shepherds. threw themselves in
‘restful attitudes within the comforting warmth
‘of the flames, and chatted quletly of the day’s.
happemngs. One by one the voices were hushed

in dreamless sleep:

| Down by the gateway paced ‘the young senti-
-' nel to and fro, his slender form dimly ottlined
in - the ﬂlckerlng light of.the distant camp-fire.

The crrsp, cool air of the: night stirred his blood,

~ and the soft gleam of the ‘stars shone on his up-
turned face.
" herd lad burned the soul of a.poet: | Long years
" before;‘a shepherd ‘boy ‘had: tended his father’s
» - flocks upon' this hillside:* ‘He; too, had watched

“Inthe breast of- tlns young shep-

the stars and drank ‘their’. s1lent ‘beauty' into his
heart " And now-/a second David,. proud of his -

"mb nearby

Their .

of great joy.”

“~mean? Why sho_ul%iod lay on the great king

who is to.restore Istael, the iniquity of us all?
That is too wonderful fo\qxe, 1 cannot under-
stand. . . . Would that I

of the kmg It is here in David’s c1tv, Bethle-
hem, the prophecy has said that he should come.
or has Israel waited. When will it be? How
would love Him and follow Him, and 1f need
be, dxe for Him.” At the last word he, turned in.

his walk, and .saw that darkness had falten yet

ing shepherds roused and. stared across the val-

ley. But ere the keenest could give cause for

the mysterious light it shone round about them,

nearer, brlghter purer and they were sore
afra1d ‘Before them, heralded only by that
heavenly gleam, there stood the slnnmg form of
a beautiful angel. They threw themselves upon

their faces at his feet, in trembling fear. Then_,

spoke the tender voice of the angel, so pure, so
sweet so loving, “Fear not.”

‘Calmed by his accents, they lifted their heads‘

and listened. to the message, “I bring you tidings
‘The angel’s voice thrilled with
‘a cadence of such joy that their hearts leapeq at
“the words | “For unto you is born this day in
“the c1ty of Dav1d a Savrour whlch is Chnst the
Lord” R ,
" .0, thrice happy angel to be chosen for such

“an ‘errand.. To- bear ‘the. sweetest most. blessed”

‘message ever spoken to the world Even the celes-
tial melody of his voice: trembled at. the. mxghty

meaning of the: tidings “And thlS shall bea sign
-unto.you, ,Ye shall find’ the babe wrapped mswad—'

dhng clothes and lymg ina manger.;,;

might see the comlng :

to each other with strange qiestioning looks. - A

ray from the star fell full upon his face, and they
saw his countenance was shining with unearthly

glory. The angel’s benedlctlon still rested upon
him. , |
With one accord, unmindful of the flocks, the

'men moved down the hillside, following the boy,
‘who kept his eyes upon the star.
dim valley, and along the brook they passed, and

Through the

into the quiet streets of the crowded village. No

'MOTHER’S RELIGION. <
A youth had just come up to Chlcago from a

farm in- Indiana, whére he had left his old

“mother, who was a staunch: Presbyterran. vSoon

“after the young man came to Chicago, Bob In-

_gersoll spoke at the Auditorium, and the country

" boy was persuaded to go to hear him by a former
Indiana schoolmate, who had become a great ad— -—

mirer of Ingersoll.

“You'll see how - Colonel Ingersoll will bowl,

over the-doctrines of believers in the Bible,” said
the frlend “Tt W111 open your eyes some, I tell
you, Tl T S

“The two young men duly went to the meetm

Ingersoll was in excellent form, and gave one of‘

" his usual adro1t and. ingenious speeclfes As the

~ friends were leaving, ‘the admirer of Ingersoll =

“turned to the boy from the farm. = . ...

- “Wasn’t that great ”.he asked. - “Drd you ever'
Dldnt he Just. sweep'f i
-away every stick-and stone, every - argument and

hear anythmg like ‘ it? -

theory of the orthodox: s1de? He: simply.. dldn‘

leave anythmg of the other s1de at all—he’ cer-‘

R R



~in her appomtments, but who that merning was

an heur late. She- looked excited when she ap-
peared, and, ‘dropping into a Morris chair in the

living room, throwing back. her head as if ex-

‘hausted, she exclaimed; “Well, I. did not: know as’

I should be able to get here at all. I have missed

‘my - appomtment in Boston and almost gave up -
comnr\? out h\ere I am all used up with excite-
ent 4nd loss of sleep. I think thoughtlessness :

is one of the sins of this age.”

“Do tell me what is the matter,” I asked and,

turning to my daughter, I said, “Please get a
cup of tea for Mrs. Smith; she is all tired out.”
-“What has happened ?” I asked again.

~ “O my blessed Kate gave me such a fright yes-
terday. I haven’t gotten over~it yet. She went
up from the shore a “to Lowell to spend
.the night with May Douglass, one of her old
friends, you know, and I was to .come up and
meet her in Boston this morning. Well, about
eight o’clock I received a telegram which I want-
ed to send at once to Kate. So I went to a long
distance telephone-and called up the Douglasses,
only to find that Kate had not been there. I was
surprised, but I thought at once that possibly
~May had met Kate and they had gone to see one
of her other friends before going to May’s home.
So I called up, one after the other, three of her
friends, but neither one had seen her or knew
she was in town. By that time I was pretty much
worried. I hardly knew what to do. I beganto
question as to. ‘whether Kate might have-meé
with some accident and ' had never reached

~Lowell. I sat for awhlle debating what I should

do. ‘Then I telephoned to my sister, who lives
there, thinking that possibly something unfore-
seen had happened and Kate had gone there, al-

though nothing had been Sald’a‘bout it. But my

~ sister had neither seen her nor heard from’ her.

“T was in distress, as you may imagimne, to
know. where my child was. After a half hour or
so-I telephoned again to the Douglasses, and.this
time found Mrs. Douglass at home. She told
me that a young friend of Kate’s and May’ s—one
of ‘whom I had ‘not thought—had asked them
both to her house for dinner and had met Kate
at the train and taken her for a long drive first.
They would be back about ten o’clock, she said.

My mind was relieved, but my nerves were so on

edge and I was so upset that I felt really ill,

could eat no dinner, and got nc. sleep until nearly'

morning. Now, that was sheer thoughtlessness
on Kate’s part. ,
“It was just what most ‘girls would have done,

I suppose, but how easy it would have been for

her to have telephoned me from the station of
her change of plan and so saved me all that in-
tense anxiety. I have told her always to let me
know where she was when away from home,

as it might often be necessary for me to com-

municate with her.”
" Mrs. Smith had grven me thls experrence SO

hurrredly I had done nothing but listen. ‘When

“she had finished I-remarked that Kate, I pre-
‘sumed, was perfectly innocent thrs mormng of
havmg caused her any anxiety. -

‘ON THOUGHTFULNESS.” =
., Notong ago.a’ friend came in to see. meona
matter of busmess, one who ‘Was. usually promptu.

as- well.
. freshed.”

her fnends, and was. gomg to take a: noon dmner :

with one of them. She asked me if she mnght
have them all to supper, and I said yes. .I did’
not see any reason why she shouldn t, and after a
little added ‘You'll let me ‘know if they will
come.”" So the child went off never remembermg
to send me any word at all. S
“We prepared. a nice supper for. seven, but I
did. not- know until those five girls appeared at

nearly six o’clock whetlier there would be seven
~ or only three here that nxght That is another in-'

stance of her thoughtlessness. .

“There is indeed much of it,” I said, and 'I
don’t khow But you are right in calling it-one of -
the sins of th e. For instance, this happened
the other day I Went in to Mrs. Tyler’s on an
errand one afterfivon about five o’clock to find
her all upset over the thoughtlessness of her Sue.
She had been out when Sue came in from town
with thrée of her friends, and they had gone
out into the kitchen to make fudge. The cook
was half sick and had just managed to finish
her cleaning; but, of course, Sue ‘didn’t think.
The girls often do make candy there, you know,
and often without making a fuss, but this time
it seems everything went wrong and things boil-
ed over on the stove, and when Mrs. Tyler got
home | everything was in.a horrid muss and the

~kitchen had to be cleaned all over again when it

was time to begin the dinner preparatlons. Of

‘course, if Sue had only thought the girls could

have had. a “jolly time in the living room just -
Now do drink your tea and .be re-

“Well, thank you; it looks delicious,” replied

" my friend, “but I do wish we could cure our
girls of this habit and teach them to be thought—

ful.”.
“The glrls aren’t the only offenders, exther.
My»_small_ boys,” I confessed, “put me to a good

‘deal of embarrassment often by bringing in their
friends and asking, right before them, whether

they may stay to luricheon or dinner. One doesn’t
like to appear inhospitable, but it is sometrmes'

“most inconvenient to invite them.”

“Yes, I know,” responded Mrs. Smlth I
have had just such experiences. Well, we have
a good many lessens to teach, all the time, to our

children, but perhaps we have neglected to teach
them the beauty of thoughtfulness '—The S tand-
ard. :

THE READING AND STUDY COURSE IN
| BIBLE HISTORY. |
You may begin this course any tlme and any-

~where. Send your name and address to Mrs.”
‘Walter L. Greene, Dunellen, N. J., and.so iden-
- tify -yourself fully with the movement and nge
“inspiration to those who are followmg the course. ‘

Total enrollment 188
* EIGHTY-NINTH WEEK’S READING

~ (Note these questions and answer. them as you
follow each day s readmg We' suggest that you,
f'keep a permanent note book’and answer them‘_ i
in wrrtlng at’the’ close of the week’s WOrk )
- *“Of course,’ rephed Mrs. Snuth “she satd 1t_~15- ;1. To’ hom' “does ve. the credit o
never occurred to her to send me: word - She ¢
at-T'had told her and d'd not

<Job “he declareth':that cpmparlson s SRR
“with God; ‘that men. are. not heard when vhey eryin ¢

afﬂnctron for want of farth 34 1—35' 16 "

-

Baory

THE BABE OF BETHLEHEM

O age of harnessed force that never: tnres, Sl f L
- Of steam’ and steel enslaved: through' endless days, ~
Of power electric, with thy thrilling wires : ‘
And message wireless; when the subtlest rays
Pierce the opaque; ‘when'in the fanthest blaze
Of Heaven’s ‘stars the spectral lines reveal
Their chemical reagents; when man weighs © .. .
The very ether; and when all is real— o
‘And there i nexther trme nor place for the 1deal' :

. Hathjit less meaning no’w,-' the wondrous story

Of Eastern Magi and the mystic star,
The manger, and its infant King of Glory,
His birth divine thus heralded afar,
The very gates of Heaven left ajar,
The chorus of the angels in the night,
Startling the ears of shepherds, naught to mar
Their song of “‘Peace on Earth!” the heavens bedlght
With portents of a dawn of more than earthly light?

The- prophecies fulfilled, the marvels many
That fill the picture in the Book of old, R
And charm us with their wonder—is there any Lo
That we would part with in the story told?
Doth_ it mean less in this new age unrolled,
This age of rigid scientific test, |
- That weighs each matter, and. with judgment cold
‘Rejects the miracle, and leaves the rest— - SO
Is it, -then, but a tale for. chlldrens ears, at best?

Then be we children, all! Except ye be
As little children—so the Master said— -

- The Heavenly Kingdom ye shall never see.

‘Like children be we willing to be led

In simple faith and hope; nor be we wed

Tg the vain worship of each earthly toy, -
Nor puffed with earthly knowledge; but mstead,“

- Turned to the Babe of Bethlehem, to joy . :
Kindled by Christian love, deep, true, w1thout alloy

O Star of ,Bethlehem, glve us thy light!
O angels, sing to us thy Heavenly strain!
O shepherds, we, like you, are in the night,
And we would join to echo the refram,
Peace, Peace on Earth, abide with us, and rergn
To every heart Shut out the dross of earth,
That we may bring our tribute riot in vain—
The offering that is of greatest worth—

A.Hearts filled with love divine, to greet the Savior’s brrth !

—Hubert M. Skinner m Techmqal World

A BUSINESS MAN S IDEA

' The hfe of a successful busmess man, though
devoted mamly to making money, need not be

‘sordxd He, too, may have ve - his 1deal . Let me
- suggest one: to be - honest makmg money hon-
_estly or not: at all; to be. fair, refusmg to injure a
,compet:tor to.be just, remembermg that all. miust
live; to be kind, regarding employes as ‘some-
-~ thing more than an investment ; to- be charrtable, SRR

- giving lrberally for: the. uprrsmg of humamty, to ...
:,be health o

,} .exercnSmg as a duty to: be

_Look\out now—-there sa sled broke loose, s
“And- there s a doll caught in a noose— o

- Now hasten, hasten every ome. .
Or soon we'll see. fhe rlsmg sun.

' Now ﬁrst go through thns narrow street S
“We'll give the chlldren here a treat, = .
For once: a yedr, at least, I'll see
The poorest chrld shall -happy be.

There, ‘halt! How h:gh this. chnmney 1s'
*Tis well . I understand my biz, :

~ For never ‘mortal saw -before .

- So tlght a squeeze as thlS, r m sure.

.‘vNow dash away o'er hill and dale, '
The" stars and moon begm to pale,
" And Mrs. Krmgle will not wait—-

’ She never likes her breakfast late.

AN OLD KENTUCKY SLAVE'S CHRISTMAS
) S. B. Hackley in The Standard.

- {If you are not old enough to study history and learn -

about the times wluch this story describes, ask your
mother to tell you about those days so that you can

understand the story. When the editor was a boy he

heard many such stories. He was twenty years old at

“the’ trme referred to in thls story]

“Hi boys fetch in de las’ load o’ corn,—

"Tain’t long now twell be Chris'mus morn,

Hl boys, git a-ready for Chl‘lS mus' :

“Hi boys, heap de woodplle hxgh i
Meck de hick’ry tree, de beech, and de mulb’ry ﬂy, _
—Hi boys, git a-ready for Chris’ mus' : ‘

“Hey, gals, d1p de candle quxck
And bake de cakes wid a merry hck
Hey, gals git ready for Chrls musl

“Hey,. gals, roun’ de toe de las ole sock

And finish yoah wuck foah Chris'mus Eve knock—"

"’

Hey, gals, glt ready for Chrls mus !

y From Chrlstmas eve until the ‘day after New ’
Year s day, the pieces ‘of swart ¢ property owned
!'by .corn-cracker ‘gentlemen and ladres were per-
‘mitted hollday No work save the necessary feed-
- ing of’ the stock, and the regular cooking gf the
~_meals, was requlred and for mne days hlgh and—
: 5ed hllanty ruled the quarters. ~

~It is the week before Chrrstmas, 1856 T hat

~“the hohday may be an absolute-one, much work
" 'has to_be finished before Christmas eve, and this
‘f‘week is’ the busrest week-'of the year

Nothmg

e of “light-bread’”
'on pile, accumulate on. the pantry shelves b

it .cakes, yellow cakes loaves
hout number, and pies, prle

Black cak, s, vw‘

The great ovens are hot all the time (there are
cookmg stoves) and the day before Christ-

mas the steam goes up in clouds from the back
‘ yard ‘where’ old hams-and turkeys boil merrily

in big brass kettles over outdoor firés!

 After everything at the big house is in shining
Christmas readiness, the negro women arrange
their own private domxcrles They repaper their

~cabin walls with old’ plctorral pubhcatlons begged
from the “white folks,” frame ancient “Godey’s

Lady Book” pictures in cedar boughs, put their
““Sunday quxlts on their beds, and do their cake

“taking. Ginger- bread of sorghum molasses is
“usually their cake, but this year they beg sugar
~from “ole Mis ” to make a “pound cake.”

" Christmas eve comes, and with the going down
of . the sun the black and while children hang
their thick, 'gayly-striped “Sunday” stockings,

“and scramble in their beds. Santa Claus brings
'nothmg save ashes or elm switches to thoze who

are out of bed late on Christmas eve!

 Midnight comes; “Mis’ ” fills the white chil-.
dren’s waiting stockings, then assisted by trusty
tlack Frances, she carries baskets of candies,

“nuts.and dolls to the quarters, and while the little

‘rusty trundle-bedders snore in real sleep, and the
dark parents politely feign slumber, she’ and her

grmmncr confederate heap the danglmg stock—'

ings to their tops. o

Half- -past three Christmas mormnvl An up-
‘rising in the quarters, hasty pullmgs on of thick
“yarn hosiery and of cowhide shoes, a silent tip-

ping of dozens of feet to the doors of “de big
house;” then boom!. boom! boom! One after

" another with shrill peals of laughter between.
The negroes are saluting “Mas’ "’ and “Mis’ oo

" At pig-killing_timé the.bladders are saved and

" blown, ready to make a noise when bursted . on

Christmas morn.. Then while joyously expectant -
hands kindle roaring fires in' the b1g kitchen,. the
bedrooms and. the . “settin’-room,” eager calls
-from fifty throats pierce the frosty air of the com-
ing dawn." hrrs 'mus gif’, Mas’!” “Chris’'mus
'glf Mis’!”. . “Chris’mus gif’, all!”

"« Their “Chrxs mus gif's” safely “cotched,”
“Mas’’ and “Mis’” tirn to the waiting presents.

Money and . pocket—kmves are “Mas’” gifts;

~candy, nuts, packages of purchased eatables, loaf

sugar, ralsms, cheese, crackers, gay.- ~alico for

Adresses, are the gifts “Mis’” ‘bestows, while the

“young Mlsses give their old silk grrdles and

ties, and fancy pasteboard boxes. .

Then thh a joyous “T hankee, Mas 1 Thankee, r
~Mis’! ,Thankee, Young. Mrstrs”’ on every lip,
the happy blacks file. out. to catch each other S
s “Chrrs mus- grf’s” ‘outsrde.j, e

. Their. gxfts to each other are cheap and trwnal

but‘-none ‘the less pnzed——-]ews harps, strands of

apers of pins, "‘tuckmg—combs ‘or.little .

,fore, tooth-plcks m, _

" scary - -tales of “hants and “seeins,”

heads pncked up in the
‘hnttled in “spar

| ot goose qunlls, htckorv.
nuts (big and. httle) beech ‘nuts; and sweet pota-

toes, for the.boys; tiny. baskets of peach seeds
or hrckory-nut shells doll‘beds. and chai¥ whit-
tled but of cedar, fashroned by candle-hght in the

long winter evemngs sometimes dolls made of
cornsilks, wrth cornstalk beds, and chairs made
of corn husks sewed to pasteboard doll pillows,
stuffed with goose ‘down (surreptntrously saved
when picking geese), for'the little - girls ; pme-

cone picture frames for the young “Misses,” and

for “Ole Mis’,” cans of fringed “lamp- -lighters,”
made of pink wrapping paper, with the aid of-

‘scissors and a knitting-needle.

Christmas week, ‘what a merry time! The pic—
caninnies play on their cornstalk ﬁddles, ~and
scream in wild delight as they play in the snow,
and assist the white children to make giant snow-

“men. The men and boys and white boys go rab- - |
“bit-hunting in the snow (most of the negro men

own an old musket, and all have a dog apiece).
They. set snares and “dead-falls” in this, their
leisure time, for rabblt mink, musk-rat and-’pos-
sum, ‘which they will ‘rise betimes in ‘the after

rChrlstmas workmcr times, to visit.

Af evening they visit each otlier’s cabins and,
151t around b1g fires, and crack “warnits” (wal-
nuts), and “hignuis”. (hickory nuts), and tell
pick the
banjo, and sing until the roosters crow “for mid-
night, and the hall clock at the “big house”
speaks the hour of twelve. , R

negro youth goes forth mghtly to>call on his love
or -to attend a. ‘“pay party.” Every evening or
two there is a “pay party’’ at somebody’s cabin
(pay at the door to get in, then pay for the cakes
‘and the candy there is to sell, then dance by the
l1ght of the little “lard oil” iron goose-brll
lamps until the day dawn.- :

The young white people have many Chrlstmas-

parties and the negroes are allowed to look on. A
‘half-dozen make up the band and call “de fig-
gers” and rejoice over the: young white folks.
‘What a happy privilege is that of Tony and
| Luke, Josh and Caesar, Tob and Ben, who ecstat-
ically bang and tingle “Old Dan’l Tucker,” “Git
‘Out of the Wllderness, and “Old Virginny
Reel,” while Liz and Lize and Suke and Bet wait
‘on the tables and hang around the. doors to watch
the dance! .
| The happy pxccamnmes, mcludmg Pete and
-’Mandy, Molly. and- "Haly, stand on the hearths
of the several rooms, ready to lay on ‘“de strcks
" or to.“bresh.up de h’arth rocks “with the turkev

~ wings in their hands 1f an ash should fall. At
- the. “b1g dinners” at “de house in the Chrrstmas

:week “st’ ” calls on. the best singer of the pic-
caninnies to: smg for the entertamment of “de

‘company

Happy ’Trldyls Wnth prxde swellmg her bosom
at the honor, ,she open her lrps , hnlly
s of ’peppermmt or. cinnamon drops (cook- “Wha’ ai y

Armed. with master’s written permlt every




= “Whats the good of Chnstmas, anyway ?” a
'teasmg beau of one of the young: ‘white mrsses
asks of old Uncle Ned.. The deereprt old: darkv
stares at him i in wonder. K

“De good o’ Chris’'mus £ he ‘says” slowlv

“Why, man, ain’t you nubbuh ‘read’in de Good

Book o’ de begmmn o’ Chris’'mus? Chris’'mus

is de holiday time o’ Joy, de foahtas e o de holi-

day Eternal 1

— 2 —

Hom'e News .

. - —

FrienpsHIP, N. Y. After a p_asto‘rate of near-

ly fifteen .months, the pastor of the Friendship
church feels that perhaps a few lines are due
from him for this page. .This feeling is empha-
sized by the fact that nothing-has appeared lately
from our regular correspondent. For the year
begrnnmg Oct. 1, 1906, the church has adopted
‘the plan of systematic giving: At the call of the

members of the Board of Systematic Benevo-.
‘lence residing in this Association, members- of
our church met with representatives from the
other churches to discuss the work of that Board.

Since the matter was being agitated by us with -
the view of adopting the system, our church sent
four delegates instead of two, the number called -
for, but without additional expense to the Board.

Later, at a business meeting of the church,
‘which was miore than usually well attended, it
- 'was’ unanlmously voted to use the denommatlonal
_cards and envelopes. Three members were -ap-
pomted to make the canvass.
beautiful features was the number who volun-
tarily signed the cards and passed them in on

- Sabbath’ morning, with_ﬁth.&:g,ejéfular offering, not.

‘waiting to be seen by a member of the commit-
_tee. Many already believe the new way is prov-
‘ing ‘more satisfactory than the old method, or
“methods, of raising money for the Boards by the
card system, the pastor’s salary by subscription,
and other church expenses by a tax.

‘Thanksgiving services were held in the church,
“consisting of an appropriate program and a ser-
mon. This was followed by the usual dinner in

‘the dining room. The attendance was some- -
The Sabbath school is

what lighter than usual.
arranging to observe the . Christmas season.
 There will be an appgopriate program on Christ-
mas Eve, followed by the usual distribution of
presents. We have begun a series of fortnightly
cottage prayer meetings, meeting on Friday even-

ings ; alternating with these meetings is a Bible

study class, which meets in the church. An active
social committee 'of the' Christian Endeavor So-
ciety’ has been doing good work lately. We are
glad to believe also that recent Christian En-

‘deavor prayer meetings have been unusually help-

ful. Two weeks ago the pastor distributed printed

“pledge cards based upon the evangelistic pledge

arranged by Rev. F. E. Clark. - Attached to each
pledge is another promrse suitable to present to

non-Chrxstrans to sign. 'Some of these cards

~have: been srgned and returned. If there are

“in our isolation:” :
our next door nexghbor is’ two hundred and fifty

‘and fifty miles distant.

falls.”

One of the very

for God s Sabbath is a mighty responsibility.
“do duty out on the firing-line in defense of eter-

:those who read thls ‘who' are_]" pec,a]ly mterested

Sometnmes 'we' feel ali
‘The' church of\ our falt

thelr travels.

miles away. The next nearest is three hundred

us to have Seventh- day Baptlsts from other lo-
cahtles v1srt here. . '

 The first Sabbath followmg the Southwestern

'Assoc1atxon at Gentry, Ark., Presxdent Davxs, of
At the morn-’
ing service he preached a very helpful and msplr- '
In the afternoon he gave us his
wonderfully practlcal address\ “Goals and th-'
We wish every young. person and every i

Alfred Unlversrty, spent with us.

ing sermon.

parent in our denomination could.hear it and
would heed: its teachlngs It would be good for
the ‘mﬁlvxdual for the denommatlon and for
coming generatxons His coming among us was
an inspiration to hlgher ideas of the realities of

‘life, to higher living, and higher thmklng
Prof Jay Crofoot and Dr. A. H. Lewis were’

with us the. followmg ‘Sabbath. Mr. Crofoot’s
vivid descriptions and ¢lear explanations of life,
character, customs, progress, and needs of China
and the Chinese, and the Seventh-day Baptist
interests and work in that vast empire have

brought China much nearer to Nortonville than -

ever before. With this increase of know‘ledge

-~ our sympathies have been greatly broadened and

intensified. Our mlssmnarles and their work are

much dearer to us than before his visit, and no

doubt our pray%‘rs for- them will, in the future
mean more to our Father on His throne.. In ad-

dition to our study of the map and Chinese his- o
- tory in considering the condltlons and needs of
“that’ far-away land, we must now study our

hearts and sympathies as well, as among deter-

: mmmg factors in China’s future.

The clear-cut and earnest appeal of Dr Lewis

in his “The Powers and Possibilities of Divinely
" Appointed Minorities”

was convincing, master-
ful, and inspiring- To be 4 Seventh-day Baptlst
means more to us now than before. To stand

nal truth and plead for its recognition, hundreds
of miles from another church of like faith, does

not now seem so hopeless and so lonely a task..
He brought before us new revelations of Sab-

bath truth, new views of duty, new understand-
ings of-our relatlons to the world in this field of
thought, new visions of -the final triumph of
truth, and we are encouraged to greater dili-
gence and harder work. B

- 'When the Mi‘ssionary Secretary'r'nade his ap-~
‘peal to this church for our aid in raising the

Mlssxonary ‘Board debt the matter was placed

‘in -the hands-of a commlttee and mstructed to

raise funds for this’ purpose. They were ‘sent
out, armed with ‘full information; pleasant words .

_and a smile. The result was $232 0o.. We thmk STES

' ‘pleasant words and smrles count o -
' B ‘ GEO W Hn.r.s.,‘ '

"It means a good .deal to |

-To.

“amount. to balance the deﬁcrt

busmess
that the people shall ‘stand for a set ‘amount of
money. They know the people have it and if it

doesn’t come fast enough, why somebody must

go into the highways and hedges and compel it to
“roll in, so do they. fulfill that scripture which says,
“The just shall live b&_falth 7

been paying in advance this year for their preach-
ing. They have voted also to buy'a new furnace
Warmer times are- commg :

Bro. J. W. Crofoot  was with us Dec 8 for.
- morning jand evening . addresses, both. very in-.

teresting and instructive. It must certalnly be
very helpful to have such knowledﬁe glven by
men directly from the field, for there are many

who do not read enough to keep the proper -
interest in the work. They must be told some

things. S : -

Our Sabbath school is preparmg a Chrlstmas
program. The Christian Endeavor moves on its

way by the faithfulness of a few staying mem-

bers.
upon-the readers of these pages.

May there be twenty thousand blessings
M. G. S.

DE RUYTER,
ored us with an appointment on Nov. 24. He
was in time td conduct the Sabbath evening ser-
_vice, After the duties of the Sabbath had passed

he ‘gave us two lectures on his travels in the Holy

%nd, which were " interesting and instructive.
is” visit was successful in stirring up the friends
to contribute toward the missionary debt. By

his presence and cheerful words more - than

fifty -dollars were raised as our “mite” toward
cancelling that debt. By the Secretary’s sug-
gestion,  Rev.. Alva Davis, of Verona, and Rev.
Riley Davis, of Scott, were ‘invited to supply the

church each once a month The annual Thanks-

giving service ‘was held w1th the Baptlst church.
‘The meeting was quite. well attended. ; Bro. Cot-
trell supplled the "pulpit on the first Sabbath in
December. He also held service in the district
north of here, and preached the following week
in. meklaen. 'Bro. Alva Davis preached on the

8th inst., and Bro. Riley Davis is expected next -

“ Sabbath, Dec. 22. Our thin sleighing left with-
~out giving notice. ‘There is some sickness among
 the children. The young people and children are
makmg progress in their preparations for the

Christmas entertainment. - New Year’s, -will soon
.be thh us We wxsh you a Happy New Year. :

Bro. Saunders may ‘be congratulated for his e
workmg faxth in advocatmg ‘the . great cause of?
nnssrons, smce in a few. weeks he’ scores the
The. mlssronary'
business is run about as the good people of Wal-

‘worth have beén accustomed to run’their church-

A few men come together and vote

But Walworth
. is7on the wave of prosperity, ‘and the people have

N. Y. VSec_retary Saunders fav-

~a real pleasure to those who met- hnn._

. another..

. VICC.

. ward at thlS time.

'seekmg to spread the

“glad trdmgs of great Joy, that Jesus Chrrst came
" to save men-from their sins.

. The brlef visit here of Secretary: Saunders was

weather was ‘very bad, so that only a few were
fortunate enough to hear the helpful sermon ‘he

‘preached in the church on Wednesday evenmg

We rejoice that: the Mlssmnary Society’s debt is
so nearly paid; and ‘hepe there wili be no need of
The 'evening of Dec. 4 a donation for
Pastor Davrs was held in. ‘the church. A “chicken.

‘pie supper’”. was served, a phonograph furnished
entertainment, and ‘a pleasant social sp1r1t pre-
vailed. The recelpts were about $20 00:

‘The
hearts of pastor and.people were closer ‘knit to-
gether by the pleafures and benefits of the occa-

sion.
‘The series of letters in the SABLATH RECORDER,

* from ministers, telling how they were “devel-

oped,” are full of interest. May parents look
well. to the home influences for théir children,
that more of our “youth may be led to have a -~
deep sense of the noblhty and sacredness of that
office and obey the voice of God when He calls
them to preach his word. The SABBATH RE-
CorDER is usually full of good things; but “A
Ride,” in a recent number was partlcularly good.
The - writer must. have been benefited by that .

* wind; for the article was so breezy and sparkling

that its readers almost felt as if they had been
there also. Mgs. D. D. L. Burpick. :

DEC 17, 1906

SALEM W. Va. Aside from prevalhng colds
itis a time of general good health here. The ap-
pomtments of the church are usua’ 1v well at-
tended and a good degree of interest. is-manifest.
in the work that properly belongs to the church.

" On Sabbath afternoon, Dec. 15, 1906, the pastor

went to Buckeye and administered the ordinance
of baptlsm to four of .those who experienced. re-
ligion durmg the meetmgs held in November-
The . occasion’ was one of deep mterest notwrth—
standing the rain that fell all the time of the ser-
~There are three others ‘considering’ the
matter of baptlsm, but were not ready to go for-
- The pastor is now engaged "
in a series-of meetmgs in--a schoolhouse in the

west end of the city, and, notwithstanding the
" severe_rains for the past few ‘days, there is a

good attendance and’ a growing mterest is mani-
" fest. ,}_fSalem has the usual- amount of mud re-

sultmg from "‘warm wetperrod
| ' ' good company of
is-term, and " sual ood work is be- -

T he ¢ llege is having a 'ver

3,

The :

- over with the money label.
the hour is he who knows the intrinsic value of

COMMERCIALISM

_Iesus adapted HlS message to the spec1a1 ap--
titudes of the different- people He met. Who can

~ doubt, if ‘He came ‘to’ any of our great commer-
. cial centres today, that Christ would once more

present thrs same question, « What does it profit
you, oh, commerc1a1 peOple if you gain the
. whole world and forfext your life?” I venture to
say that there is' no message in the teaching of

~ Christ so. timely or so practrcal to present-day

needs as Just that questxon. We are living in an
age which s ‘steeped in the commercial ‘spirit.
Commercxahsm has invaded every sphere of hu-
man activity.

“The professnons, the arts our social conditions,
as well as our business enterprises, are tagged all
The typical man of

nothmg,_ but can tell you the selling price of
everything—from the conscience of -a politician
upward. “What doth it profit a man?” has come
to be the supreme standard of éuccessl _This

past year in American public life Will be memor-

able in our history as a year'of reapprecrated
ideals. Principles that for a generation or more
havé been at a discount, have become enhanced

in-value and their supreme place in national pres-
It is not too much

. tige and honor recognized.
to say that the revelations of these past months,

following one after another in almost every.

branch of commercial and industrial enterprise,
shocking as they have been to the moral sense
of the commumty, have nevertheless cleansed the

" moral atmosphere, so that the young man of to- .

day -enters upon his. pubhc career in a more

.. wholesome env1ronment than at any time in the

past twenty—ﬁve years.—British Weekl'v

SEVENTH DAY BAPTISTS TAKE NOTICE.

Battle Creek, Michigan, ‘is a good place to locate.
There are many opportunities for those who want to
keep the Sabbath.- The conditions are right. The many

‘Baptists who have recently arrived, are well pleased. -

Will answer any questions. Address, C. Franklln Davxs,
Battle Creek, Mrchlgan - o .

Cyrus Frmk, in ‘on':Junctlon. Wrs., Dec. I y

and" Miss Lois
Junctlon, Wrs

S

BENNETT—BRIGGS -—In Ashaway, R I Dec. 18 1906, at

" the hcme of the bride’s parents, Doctor and Mrs.
Alex B. Bnggs, Rev. Earl P.:Saunders ‘officiating, -
Miss’ Donna Teresa Briggs to’ Dr. Harry Raymond
Bennett of Bndgeport, Conn. .

ﬂEATﬂs

S e

VINCENT.—Mrs, Juha Maxson Vmcent was born in the

town of Brookfield, N. Y.; June 19, 1846. She was
" marricd August 22,.1865, to Albert O. Vincent, at

Utica, Wis., the ceremony bemg performed by Rev,
Zuriel Campbell She died in Chicago, Ill, Oct.

- 13, 1c06. Funeral serveices were held at Milton
- Junction, Wxs., Oct. 15, 1906, conducted by Rev.
Edwin Shaw.. . E.S.

VINCENT.—Albert Orville Vincent was'\ born in the town
of Milton, Wis., Dec. 22, 1844, and died in Chicago,

“Ill., Nov. 3, 1906, less than three weeks after the’

death of his wife, Julia Maxson Vincent, to whom
he was married by the Rev. Zuriel Campbell at
- Utica, Wis., Aug. 22, 1865. Funeral services were

held at Milton Junction, Wis., Nov. 5, 1906, con-

B ducted by Rev. Edwin Shaw " E.S.

BAKerR.—Susie Baker was born in Independence, N. Y.,
June 27, 1863, and dled in Andover, N. Y, Nov.

26, 1906.

-She was the. daughter of Mr. Henry C and Elleng
Baker- Her father died Dec. 23, 1801, but her mother \
_is still living. She leaves besides her aged mother four
sisters, Mrs. C. T. Livermore, Mrs. Elwin M. Liver-
“more, Mrs. V. G. Graves and Mrs. Jesse Baker; and._- ’

one brother, Mr. George Baker; all of Andover, N. Y.

- Susie Baker professed faith in her Saviour when about

the age of seventeen and was baptized by the Rev. I L.

Cottrell and joined the Independence Seventh-day Bap- :

‘tist. Church. Later when her people moved to Andover,
she identified herself with the church at that place of
which she remained a faithful member until her death.

* While somewhat modest and retiring; her life was char-

acterized by a sweet and loving disposition ‘which show-
ed. itself in helpfulness kindness and charity for all who
came in contact with her..

the loving tributes paid to her memory feebly expressed

the high regard in which she was held. Funeral ser-

" vices were conducted by her former pastor and she was
lald to rest,m the Whitesville Cemetery E D. V. H.

A Special

offer_for

Most of our subscrlptrons explre at the end of the year.. We want these all

Thirty Days Only -

renewed promptly, and to secure this we make the followmg offer .

wc will smd tl)e 'Farm and “Fmsidc frcc for om ycar to ¢acb

"“Edwin’ Shaw, Mr.. ‘Byron Howard Vlncent
annah Merrnﬁeld both of Mxlton

Her untimely death was a
shock and a great grief to her family and friends but’

,wl.

ood Farm Paper Free
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS, 1907.

Jan. s. 'God the Creator.............‘...Gen. L :35

Jan. 12. Man Made in the Image of God..Gen. 1:"26-2:3.

Jan. 19. Man’s Sin and God’s Promise..Gen. 3: 1-6, 13-15.
“Jan. 26. The Story .of Cain and Abel......Gen. 4: 3-15.
Feb. 2. Noah Saved in the Ark...........Gen, 8: 1-16.

Feb.. 9. Abraham Called to be a Blessmg..Gen. 12: 1-8.
Feb. 16.

Reb.23. God's Covenant With Abraham..Gen. 15: 1, 5- -16.
Mar. 2. Abraham Pleadmg for Sodom..Gen, 18: 18-33. -
Mar. 9. Isaac_a-Tover of Peace.........Gen. 26: 12-25.
Mar.16. Jacob)and Esau.........Gen., 27: 185-23, 41-45.
Mar.23. The Woes of Drunkenness.......Isa. 28 713

’ Mar.3o. Revnew.

'LESSON I.—GOD THE CREATOR

.i* ' " LEssoN TExT.—Gen, I: 1-25.

For Sabbaliz-ddy, Jan. 5,'1907.

———

Goldene Text-—“In the beginning. God created
e heaven and the earth.” ” Gen. 1t I. '

r———

o INTRODUCTION. o
In the first place the student of the "Genesis
"Creation Story should realize that he is not study-

“ing a scientific text book on geology, astronomy,

and cosmogeny in general. The aim of * the
writers. of the Bible is to present religious truth

“rather than to add to the fund -of human infor- .

mation about matters of historic or scientific
If the writer of the ﬁrst chapter of
Genesis could by a miracle have anticipated all
the results of modern geological investigation in
regard to the growth of the eafth, and had record-

" ed this in. his narrative his work would not have-

been credited, and the religious truth that he
meant to impart would have been  overlooked
and despised. He ‘shared the current scientific
opinions of his own age, but set forth some of
the grandest religious ideals that the world has
ever known. It must be admitted that the Bible
is a human book, but that it is - divine also is

- shown from the first chapter of Genesis as well

-as by many other evl‘d“enees The Hebfew Creation
Story stands far above those of other -nations

“in the purity of its religious truth, its’ monothelsm, '
~and its high-ideal of mankind. :

- It is a mistake then to attempt to harmonize

“the statements of Genesis with the results. of

modern scientific research. All attempts at har-
monizing do violence to the records on one side
or the other. The birds of the 'air did not have
their origin before the creeping things of the
earth, and vegetation did not come into exis-
tence before the sun, moon and stars. '
We are not then to say that we will accept the
narrative of Genesis and reject the. authority: of

- the geologists; nor on the other hand to say that

we will credit what the scientists tell us, and -
call the Biblical Story a mere romance. Each
is an invaluable guide in our search for knowl-
edge, but each is to be taken from its own point

. of view.

Rightly understood- nature Joms in teachmg the
great lesson that is so plainly set forth in this
chapter that all things were created and have -
their true place through the power of God.

Not nearly all that the Bible tells about creation -
is found in the first two chapters of Genesis.
There are many allusions to -the foundation of -
the world in the prophetic books and' elsewhere.
Some of the longer passages " are cited "in the
Daily Readings.

This first chapter of Genems is' certamly to .be
regarded as a poem.’

plamly divided into stanzas.
Tm‘z.——ln the Begmnmg The date in the mar-

o -gin of our Blbles, 4004 B. C., mbased upon:msuﬂ'n- g
;'clent evndence.n

‘“The Begmmng was many “times

Lot’s Choice....oovvivenvrer....Gen, 13: 1-13.

pression

_-orite numbers among the Hebrews. )
Light is very appropriately put as the first

".omitted’ from the. Hebrew text

"It has many words which _ ‘would be no. statement -‘iof :th dlvme approval ‘of" i

_occur eclsewhere only in poetry, and has lines of © ,
even length with" frequent parrallehsms, and is

4 The Fourth Days Worl —th He venly

Bodies. v, 14-19:":

‘5. The Fifth Day's Work—the Ammals o

q .

the Water and Air.’ v." 2023

‘6. Part of the Sixth: Day s Work—the Land’fi ! e O

~ - Animals.-- v. 24, 25

NOTES."

In the begtnnmg This verse is best under-‘j ,
stood as summarizing all- that- follows in the .
seven stanzas of this great Creation poem.. The

central feature- of our lesson .is the fact that God
is over a
accot;dance with his will. -
. earth.

By this expression there is - 1mphed not

, only the ground and sky but everythtng that goes '
along with the ground and sky to make up the .

well ordered universe.

2. And the earth was waste and void. ThlS.'

verse is not best understood as a continuation

of a narrative begun in v. I, and therefore' im- ‘

plying that God first created chaos, but contains
rather an explanation of the condition of matter
when God spake as recorded in v. 3. -Our author
does not say whether God created the world out
of nothmg or otherwise; and we may well leave
“that quest:on to speculative phil sophers. Moveéd.
Literally, “was brooding”’ The wor ests the
figure of a bird covering its nest. We are not
to, forget that our lesson—te,tt is poetry. '

3. And God said. This express10n implies that |

creation was the work of a “self-conscious Bemg,
“and that it was accomplished ‘not as an arduous
labor, but at-the mere word of the Creator. As
-marks of the artistic work of the author of this
creation poem it may be noted that this expres-
sion, “And God said” occurs ten times: the ex-

The - numbers 10, 7, and 3 are fav-
Let there be

three times.

light.

of created things.

tlal element of life,
5. And there was evening and there was morn-

It is the first and the essen-

mg, one day. Many scholars hold that the even-
ing and the morning are each mentioned as clos-.

ing the light and the dark portions of the day

respectively, and that thus the days of creation
are reckoned from morning to morning. But it
- is certain that the.Jews reckoned their days from

evening to evening. It hardly seems probable that

“our author intended to refer to a different method

of reckoning days. Many have undertaken to

. interpret the word day in this chapter as referring

to an indefinitely long period of time.: But it

‘is the same word that is used to designate the
Sabbath-day at the beginning of the next chapter,

and it is the day that is made up of evening and
morning. The early  readers of this narrative
must have understood it as of a day of twenty-
four hours, and that is the meaning naturally as-
sociated with the word by any one who has not
studied the science of geology. Our author is

‘not trying to teach that the world came into its

present state through long periods, but  that it
was the immediate .work of an all-powerful Crea-

- tor. .-Compare the" Introductxon.

6. A firmament in the midst of the waters.
The ancients regarded the sky as-.substantial if

not solid, and thought it separated a vast body

of water above from the seas, lakes and rivers
below,, Thts upper body of water. was the source
of the rain. '

'8 The Septuagint. has in thns verse also the
. the Holy . Spmt in my heart . -an

' ‘Welton where _‘I was ﬁrst led to
Otherwxse there - '

‘_clause, “And God saw that it was “good. . It
seems probable- that this clause was accndentally

and that everything happens in
The heavens and the

“saw that it was good ” .seven times,
“ and God called,” three times, ‘and God blessed,” ~

" course.”

wnth law. S i ;
‘14. Let there be hghts.» ‘Or - rather, .

‘ers, luminaries. ‘Our author represents the llghtl"

_itself ~as being created at first. " Now its sphere’

E regulated and deﬁned . by'] the
aries into whose care it was giyen.’

. two -other purposes: to make the dlstmctlon be-t

tween day and nxght and to serve in varlous ways |

. as sngns or markers for the guidance of men..

20. Let the waters swarm ‘quith - swarms of

diving creatures. ‘Now upon the fifth- day animal
life comes into exlstence. Qur author 1is evident-
1y not referring exclusxvely to'-minute animals
either in the water or  in the air, but to those
whlch are found in multitudes. - e '

"Be fruitful and multiply.  Vegetable life
was to reproduce itself but the animals are far
above the plants and are glven a spec:al bl
and a mission.” :

' 24. Living creatures after their kmd The first

- of the two great works of the sixth day jis the

larger land animals. Three classes are mentloned =

as representing all.

HOW PREACHER,Si ARE DEVELOPED,

“DEAR BROTHER :

. That the readers of the RECORDER may have some-',‘
thing more than general opinions concerning - the in--
fluences by which men are brought into the mmlstry, I

venture to ask the following questions:

1. .Do you think that you inherited from your par-‘,. '

ents, or from othet ancestors, a deﬁmte tendency to
enter the ministry?

2. Under the influence of what church or churches‘

did you determine to enter the ministry?

3. Were you first licensed.to preach, if so, how longf

before you were ordained?

4. How far had you advanced in school work when
What work have you done m],

you were ordained?
school ‘or semmary since your ordination?

‘5. ‘Speaking in- general, what was the strongest in-
fluence that brought you into the ministry?

6. “What is the present state of the church under the

‘influence of which you were ﬁrst led toward the mm-

istry? .
7. Please add any other items not called for by the

foregoing questions that will throw light on the causes

qnd | influences that have brought you into the place
you now occupy "

Rev. J H. Hurley, of Gentry, Ark., wrltes.

I do not think 1 inherited a tendency to enter the
mlmstry

student ‘in the Umversrty T spent nearly three years

in theologncal work at- Alfred, taking only the -“English

‘The ' combined - influences  of ' my “home life,
the church life at Welton, and the mﬂuence of ‘my pas- .
tor, ‘Rey. H.. ‘B. Lewis, led me to enter the ‘ministry,

‘Rev. JUT. Davns also. mﬂuenced me in some degree,

but the strongest of all’ influences was_the love of God

revealed to me in Jesus, the: Chrxst, and the presence of
- ‘The church :at -
nsider entermg the t ’;

of mﬂuence and usefulness ‘is more partncularly A
Clumin=

Beside‘s for

‘giving light these lummarles are to ‘be aseful for

ing

My early religious experlences were under -

" the .influence of the church at Welton, Ia. o
censed to preach by that church about four years before .
I was ordained. ‘The First Alfred. Church also gave me

~ a license soon after I went to that ‘place, while I was a- K

1 was li-

 —— i ot - e "
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-

burg. 'After “awhile the church invited me to occupy -

the pulpit and' licensed me to preach. My ‘wife en-
couraged me to enter the ministry and after a few years
we determmed to go to Alfred where I could enter
school 1 graduated there after four- years of study.
“The First Alfred Church being without a preacher, for
a time, I was engaged to supply the pulpit. Rev. N. V.
Hull became the pastor while I was yet in. school.
- During the last year of my school life, he engaged me
tq fill his appointments in Elm, Valley, on Sundays,
once in two weeks. When I left school 1 began ‘preach-
ing‘ r the Second Alfred Church, residing in the par-
sonage at that place. - That church sent me to the Asso-
ciation -in June of that year, which was held .at Nile,
N. Y., for examination and ordination, with the under-
standlng that the ordination should take place at Alfred.
" The -Council was made up of.all the ministers ‘attend-
ing the Association. N. V. Hull was chajrman and con-
-ducted the examination. “There was some difference of -
oprmon on: theolog1cal questions; especially that of -
“moral depravity.” . When the Council came to a vote,
I got just a majority, and a further trial was appointed
for next mornjng, Elder Andrus being the chalrman.
When the Counc:l opened one of the members said,
“Brother Kenyon, how would infants have been saved
if God had not made the atonement?” Fsaid that I did
not know what God would have done if he had not
done what he did do. This ended the examination.
The vote for my ordination was then made unanlmous.
 The ordination took place in the Secon® Alfred Church
Elder N..V. Hull, Thomas B. Brown, Leman Andrus,
and Thomas E. Babcock taking part. Meanwhile I had
been elected Superintendent of Schools for the town of
Alfred. There were fourteen districts in the town. For
the next four years I ‘'served the town as Superintendent
of Schools gnd the church as pastor. The relations be-
tween the church and the town were very pleasant. I+
remamed pastor of that church’ for six years, at the end

of which tlme, I became pastor of the church at Inde-:

pendence. While upon ‘that field, 1 preached in twenty -
towns in the ‘states of New York and. Pennsylvama,
attended one thousand and three hundred funerals, and

canvassed all of our 'churches in*the Western- Assoc:a— :

“tion, - several ‘times,’ m the 1nterests of missions. My
plan ‘was. to* preach a mtss:onary sermon .on: Sabhath -
- day and. tell the people that T would receive théir gifts
-the next day. T never urged people to give and always
got more from them than I asked for. I drove my own
_horse- and we - recelved one""-dollar a day, and made .
money at that

_I ‘was pastor of the church at Inde- -

'of thelr chlldren should ‘e
mxmstry, they .always umpressed upon us the’ drgmty,,
'responsxbtllty, ‘and  worthiness -of that calling.

"gparatlon. About nine years after this I

) was hcensed; to. preach the Gospel by the DeWitt, Ark.,
' Church, now Little Prairie. .

This was in 1885. 1 thmk
that T ‘had been ordained as deacon a short time before.

At the time the lxcense was voted I-was also re-
_ I felt
‘that it was a greater burden than I could bear, but be-
“cause of the great need and our isolated condition, I

quested to take charge of the:church as pastor.

felt that it would be refusing to obey God if I did not
take up the work. . I was assisted to a final decision by
our mlssmnary pastor, Rev. J. F. Shaw, whose advice
and instruction were a great. help to me. I was or-
dained to the ministry in 1888, about three years after
_being’ llcensed My education was only in the branches
taught in the common: schools of the West and South-
West where I taught in three states, Nebraska, Iowa,

:_and»Arkansas, from 1873 to 1897, together with a little"

knowledge of German. Since my ordination my only
school work has been private instruction :in Hebrew by
correspondence with Rev. W. C. Daland. But as'I
was teaching school and working on a farm for the
support of my family, and doing.all my study by lamp
light, my eyes soon gave out and I' was compelled to

abandon all study except that which was connected with .

the work I had undertaken to do. Sickness of my
family and myself has prevented me from resummg my
study. The strongest influence that brought me into
the ministry was the lack of wogkers to teach the whole
of God’s word, and the command to go and teach. The’

~ Little Prairie Church has made steady. growth and is

now a promising field. I was pastor of the Little Prairie
Church fourteen years.
trouble I was compelled to resign and have done but’
~little public speaking since that time.”

President Daland writes:

“In response to your series of questions concerning

my experienceés in connection thh the ministry I think

that brief replies to the questions in order will be suf-
ficient to meet the demands of the case. I do not think
that I inherited from my ancestors any definite tendency
to enter the ministry, although my grandfather on my
father’s side was a Baptist minister. So far as I have

been able to learn there have -been pro_po\rtionately few °

ministers in the family on either side. At the time

1 determined to enter the ministry I was a ‘member of"
the First Baptist Church in Elizabeth, N. J., the church

in which I was baptized and of which- 1 had always

been a member up to that time. I\was hcensed to preach
by the church mentioned, in 1883. “In the. autumn of that

year I entered the Union Theological Seminary in New
York: Clty. . In 1884 I.began to keep the Sabbath and
united in that year with the Seventh-day Baptist Church
iin New York City. In 1885 ¥ was ordained at Plain-
ﬁeld N. J but at the request of the church in New
York City. T was ordamed during my" semor year jn
‘the Union. Theological Semmary, while I was supply-
ing the pulpit for that church I finished my theologlcal
course, bemg graduated in May, 1886.

A sense of the need of ministers, impressed upon my .
mmd at. the time -when I was passing. through some -

mental struggles leadmg from agnosticism to faith. A
" revival ‘was in progress .in the church.
time somewhat engaged in personal Christian work at

the same time pursmg my calling as a musician. There,

was a: conﬁlct between the two that perhaps had some

degree of mﬂuence on my mind. I know that my par-

‘ents, . part!cularly ‘my ‘mother, desrred that ‘at least one

ing"in. my outh that rnyiparents 'pastor,

Because of sickness and throat -

I was at the.

ge in - the work ‘of the

I re-

Sabbath afternoon" services at 2.30 oclock in the ‘hall’

“on: the second floor of the Lynch bu:ldmg. No. M g
Sg}uth Salma street. ~All are cordnally mvnted. o : -

Tm: Seventh-day Baptnst Church of" Chxcago holds
regular’ Sabbath services in the Le ‘Moyne Bunldmg
‘on - Randolph street between State street and Wabash .
“avenue, at 2 oclock P. M. Strangers are most cor-
dially welcomed. W.'D. WiLcox, 'Pastor,

' 5606 Elhs Ave.

Tue Seventh-day Baptist- Church of New York
" City holds services at the Memorial Baptist church,
Washington Square’ South. The Sabbath-school meets
at 10.45 A. M. Preaching service at 11.30 A. M. " A
cordial welcome is extended to- all visitors.
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DEFIANT FAITH
T ACH. L.

Although the sertly circling sun
" Pursues the days of hastening years
Although life’s tasks are scarce. begun&
- Mid wavering hopes and threatenmg fears, -
I. wnll not doubt )

Although my feet have stumbled oft A P
Along the way where duty led; .
: ;Although for gold I've gained but dross, - ;;
And hunger, starved, on want has fed
I will not doubt

Although I’ve dreamed ‘of sun—klssed hexghts,
. And struggling hard, have slowly climbed
Until the raven-winged night -
Slew sun and star, and made- me blind,
- T will not doubt

The days that come and haste away
Are sent from Him, to bring us home;:

And stumbling steps on rugged ways = Vi

Teach us-we cannot walk alone.
' I w1ll not douibt.

The radiant hills seen in my dreams v
"~ Are mine, although the shadows hide;
,And I shall gain those heights serene,
Through love divine that still abides,
I w1ll not doubt.

- Take heart and- shout exultant songs ;
~Nor failures. sad, nor darkness deep,
. Nor threatenmg fears can triumph long _
O’er those He loves and lives to keep.
' T will not doubt
December 31 1906

-

_As the. New Year comes “every
~ man ought to thank God for the
Try chance to'try again.  Each time we

review the past, the imperfections
d ‘so much un-’

of hfe appear so prommently, ,
ﬁmshed work confronts: us,. that we ought to con-
sider the privilege of trying- again among the
greatest of blessings. ‘Comparative. perfection is
all that we can hope to attain in this life. Never-
theless our standards of ‘action and-attainment

‘must be kept at the I"nghest posmble pomt if we '
secure -‘anythmg like adequate 'success.
must mdeed 1t could not be

All this -

-for the best

- much, higher.

PLAINFIELD N. J., DEC 31, 1906

life, through worship and communion w1th God.
Enj'oyment and holidayism are associated with
the New Year, partially from tradition and par-

tially- because the world is glad that a new period .

~of time is begun. While few men stop to ana-
lyze the sources of gladnéss at the New Year,

“those sources of rejoicing lie far down in the

consciousness of men that the New Year brings
opportunity to try again. “If we learn from our

mistakes as we ought to learn, and discover the -
imperfections of the past as we ought to discover
them, each oppertunity to try again will resulyin
ime

better work and higher living. New Y ,
ought to ‘do more than lead to'a revigw of the
past and a desire to improve upon what \ave
“already attempted. It should awaken the. desit
for new discoveries. It ought todead us to ne
inventions—the word invention s used in ifs

before. ' If the last year has been absorl
_efforts to complete things already in hand and,

accomplish' tasks already begun, the coming o\f\

the New Year ought to increase our hunger for
- discovering new lines of action, new forms of
truth, and new ‘methods of accomplishing what
God requires. Few men realize the value of a
new impulse.

tent with contlnuing on a given plane of life.

_ ~ The New Year ought to lift every man from the

- plane - hltherto occupied to one a little, 1f not

after those waterways by which the commerce of
the -world climbs to" higher levels.
Year’s time we ought to enter a “lock” of expe-

rience, where, resting 4 moment, the past closing’

behind us and the future opening before, all life

is lifted by the incoming waters, so that we start‘

into the. New Year upon a higher level. We
should re;orce in being thus lifted by good

thoughts and. best purposes, and should. deter--
‘mine .at . each New Year that we will never:
descend to ‘the lower levels of former: years.:
: Perhaps you' will: be. helped if the: simile be:
: ?changed and the close of the year be consrdered-_-

_ unbearable,”

, Even slight impulses, if they be in
‘the right direction, are the beginning of thought
‘and action out of which best results, hitherto un-

dreamed of, may come. . No man should be con- The qumnal

Our lives ought to be fashioned

‘At New

~ought to be inade at the New Year..
~shrink from such mqumes as’ reveal yourself to
- yourself,_._,weakness will result.
man is too much unacquamted with himself. He
' ﬁnds himself in'a given place, with 1mmediate
) 'and pressmg duties.
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power for good You are not worthy of new

opportunities if you do-not really desire and ear- |

nestly détermine to give more light to the world,
to bring it more help, and to lift it higher and
nearer to God, with each succeeding New Year.

Perhaps you cannot make: definite plans for 1907

that will change the order of life in any great
degree, but this you can do and ought to do:
determine that within the sphere of your life and
influence everything shall tend more strongly to-
ward God and good, even if*no new forms of
work are not undertaken, and no new place is oc-
cupied. None of us makes as much of the places
in ‘'which we are as ought to be made. No one

“accomplishes all’ that he ought to accomphsh

‘eithef for himself or for others. If you feel that
life is already overburdened, that the duties and
obligations resting ‘upon you are now ‘“‘almost
you may still gain by determining -
to do what you have in hand with greater fidelity
ach patience durmg the year now beginning.
Whatever you do you must not leave God out
vi-atcount. You cannot try again as you ought
to try without His help. Al that is best in life
is attained when' God works with us and we work
with. him. Make it your motto for 1907 To
thank God and try again. -

©RERR

WE are wise when we do not for-
‘get our duties to oyfrselves in our

-anxiety "to - fulﬁll obligations to-
'Eirst among the .

Equation'

o ward others.
questlons ‘pertinent to the W Year are personal
inquiries, deep and earnest, concerning yourself:

* What you may accomiplish depends upon what

‘What one is depends largely upon
Self-forgetfulness is

you are. ‘
what he determines to be.

a noble attainment, but not more so than self-re-

membrance. The push and rush.of life are so

’great all existence is so strenuous in these days

that' we are in danger of forgettmg those re-

-quirements which self puts upon self, for ‘the
- sake of larger results and our work for others..
A careful review of your own life as to its pur-'

poses methods of action and lines of endeavor
If you

It is comparatwely easy to
;keep m that place wrthout mquirmg whether he

‘The - -average






