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SABBATH REFORM

Conducted by Rev. A. H. Lewis, D. D., Correspondmg Secretary of the Amerncan
Sabbath Tract Socnety ' Sl

Hebrew Sabbathism.

The evolution of the Sabbath, and the
spiritual and anti-spiritual elements in its
observance form such a vital feature in
the history of religion, that interest grows
intense as we enter Hebrew history in which
a high type of Spiritual Sabbathism was
gamed during its brighter period. Spirit-
ual Sabbathism does not appear in the lower
forms of religion. Nothing higher than
“taboo Time"” appears in them. As men
rise higher in religious development, fear
decreases and signs of spiritual conceptions
appear.
succession of events and the repetition of
experiences, the perception of time is clear-
er, time-measures are noted, calendars are

created and religious ideas are associated:

permanently with specific periods. Thus
“consecrated times” gradually come into
existence and permanence.

Whether the earliest Sabbathism of the
Hebrews was evolved by the same general
process as in Babylonia, or by some more di-
rect and immediate revelation of the divine
Will, cannot be positively determined, his-
torlcall» nor scientifically. We .are W1111n0'
to accept that it had much in common with
Babylonian Sabbathism. In any case, it
was a revelation of God's Will and of His
provisions for human good. Sabbathism is
a fundamental concept of religion. It is the
open door to our spiritual relatlons with God,
through His Fatherhood and our chlldshlp
Proloncre(l evolution and unexpected im-
me(hacv are equally divine methods of

“revelation.” and the Hebrew Sabbath
seems to be the product of both of these
methods.  History preserves only that
which is essential to the permanent and
highest good of men, and the glory of God.
It does preserve all that “men desperatelv
need.” Hence we have little or no record
of the earlier stages of human life and ex-
perience, as we have but faint and scattered

As men become familiar withzthe:

traces of the evolut1on of the material uni-
verse, Prlmary human history, like geo-
logical history, is.‘made up of hints and
traces. Cosmology and ontology have but
meager material from primitive times. They .
must be content-to ‘deal with what is at.
hand leaving: many questlons among things

partlallv known.”? - All ‘that 1s essent1al |
howeve}r we can; learn '

HEBRE\’V RECORDS

When Hebre\yg history " reached that ri-
pened stage represente(l by the sifted records
which we possess in.the Old Testament, the.
Sabbath had ‘become a central, permanent
and vital element:in their 1'6110'10113 system.
It belongs to that group of Eternal Verities -
and necessities, the ‘Decalogue, which make
Judaism and its <hild, Chrlstlamtw, the
highest. richest and ‘most. spiritual of re-
ligions. Anything like complete knowledge -
concerning the Decalocrue« and the Sabbath
discovers that these were vital factors in the
Hebrew religion and national 1if& There
can be no adequate ‘analysis of ]udalsm no
explanatlon of its transformatlon into Chris-
tianity, no ground t'or its perdurance outside
of Christianity unt11 now,-and no intelligent
prophecv concerning . its future, which does
not take into- account the fact that the Deca-
logue is the lnghest code of Eternal Verities
known to'men, The source of these Eternal
Verities is ‘brought*into- clear- light by the
association of the ‘Sabbath - w ith Creation,
Eternity and*God.: That association marks
the fourth commandment as equal to any.
other of the ten, if not the highest of the
group in- point of spmtual meaning. The
record of human experience “tinder tempta-
tion with W--lCh the book -of Genesis opens -
indicates that.:man’s . spmtual insight was
well advanced. The source of that spmtual
knowledge and ‘insight is found in the di-
rect and famlhar intercourse between God -
and man.” The domlnant idea in the story
of the temptatlon 1s a conscxousness on the
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- the religious system,
'This gave it deep rehcrlous meaning and
great sp1r1tua1 prominence.
in the teaching of the prophets, their calls
‘to purity, and ‘their warnings against in-

-

part of our ﬁrst parents that they were
under obligations to obey God, that they
were alwa)s in His immediate presence, and
that their “hearts were constantly open to
Him. If the stor\ were put into the form

.of spiritual philosophy, the central thought

would be essentially that which appears
in the first chapter of this"book. It would
emphasize the truth that men are in close
and constant touch with God, through time,
by virtue of their existence in Etermtv
Hence the emphasis that is here placed upon

- the necessity of securing that larger con-

ception and deeper 1n51crht w1thout which
the source and nature of Sabbathism can-
not be discovered nor understood. This
1s the more necessary now because prevalent
views of the Sabbath and of Sabbathism
start from incomplete Jewish interpretations

of the Old Testament, interpretations that
- Christ condemned and set aside because
- of their narrow, materlahstlc and non-spirit-
~ual character.

The. fourth commandment includes all
the primitive ideas of Sabbathism which an-
tedated Judaism and brings them to a sud-
den spiritual blossoming, by connecting the
Sabbath with Creation. Thls 1s one of those
sudden mutations that appear_in the prog-

‘ress of divine revelation, by which primi-
tive forms of religion find new and higher

expressmn and create ‘what is equlvalent to
" in the material world.
brew Sabbathism is a new spiritual type

of religion” expressed through time.

2\s earl‘y as the eighth century B. C, the

' Saibbath had become sacred to Jahve, and

stdod as His .representative in the affairs
of the Hebrews. He was the center of
as Father-Creator.

These appear

dividual and national sins. Isalah ]eremlah
Nehemiah, Amos, David and others are ex-

- amples in point, which the reader ought to

restudy. from the standpomt of sp1r1tua11ty
and rehglous power. ' :

RELATION TO MO’\TOTHEISM

Monotheism and Sabbathlsm are insepar-
able. They unfold hand in hand from the

same fun‘damental idea of God and the uni-
verse.

They were central and determining
factors in the national life, and the religious
system of the Hebrews. They were the

- Creative source of hlgh eth1cal and religious
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standards of action and of spiritual char-
acter. The Sabbath stood for the One Cre-
ating God, Maker of heaven and earth,

Father of all men, in contrast with
countless gods of Polytheism, whose
representatives were images made by

human hands. Monotheism awoke the
consciousniess of individuality in those who
worshipped the one and only God, and de-
veloped the sense of personal responsibility
to Him. It created ethical standards among

. men as children of Jahve, while Sabbathism

supplemented the unfolding of these con-
ceptions and buttressed the entire religious
content of the Decalogue. The Sabbath
law came to be the central figure, the key-
stone of the arch of the Ten Words of
Eternal Verities because it represented the
Creator as no-other Verity could represent
Him. Belonging wholly to the spiritual
realm, to Eternity, which is the immediate
expression and attribute of God, sacred time
became the prime medium of contact and
intercourse between God and men.

Going still deeper in the analvsis of the
Sabbath day and of Sabbathism as they
unfold in Hebrew history, we find all the
fundamental spiritual elements that have
ever been developed or suggested in con-
nection with the observance of the Severth
or the First day of the week. These eter-
nal elements of Sabbathism may be set forth
in the following order.

(1) God. When we attempt to under-
stand “the beginning,” thought is led back-
ward, after the manner of the well-known
regressus of Kant, into an endless maze of
futile inquiry. We can neither picture nor
conceive of a primal “Beginning.” The He-
brew language used in the opening of Gene-
sis, indicates this impossibility. The word
translated “In the beginning,” embodies a
thought that is in a good degree untrans-
latable. A good paraphrase of it is: “Far
back in the fore front of things, God cre-
ated,” etc. Because the human mind can-
not conceive of a beginning we must start
by postulating, God the Eternal Person,
infinite in all His attributes and wholly time-
less, forever timeless. This postulate gives
us the Personal Creator of the universe and
our “Father in heaven.” Philosophy and
experlence hold men to such a postulated
source of Creation. The alternate is blind,
blank, agnostic unfaith, which ends in
hopeless despair, paralyzes effort, denies

ety
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self-consciousness, maocks
murders hope and buries faith.

(2) Creation.- The universe is the sym-
bol, the objectized expression of the Infi-
nite Creator.
care, goodness and guidance. Thus the
goodness of the material universe becomes
the symbol of God’s Eternal Goodness. The

Hebrew seer-historian declares that God

saw His Creation as “good,” and when man
came, Creation rose to the superlative de-
gree; “And God saw eyerything that He
had made, and behold, it was very good, and
there was evening and there was morning,
the sixth day.” |

The fourth commandment sounds a re-
quirement unheard before. It calls men to
rise above the low ceremonial,
element of primitive Sabbathism, into the

spiritual realm, into the immediate Presence-

of God! It tells them to begin this ascent
mto Spiritual Sabbathism by commemorat-
ing, celebrating the Eternal Goodness ex-
pressed and operative in the goodness of
Creation. The purpose of the pause which
the Sabbath requires is that men may rest
in the eternal serenity and peace of God.
To make physical, material rest the end
and content of -Sabbathism is to remain in
non-spiritual materialism. To enter into
the infinite spiritual rest and peace is to un-
derstand life and time in the light of Eter-
nty. Creation is part of the eternal plans

and purposes of God, that center in man,.

highest of earthly beings and king of the
universe. The Sabbath® law teaches men
to view life as within Eternity and as com-
ing to its primary and highest meaning be-
cause it is spiritual and eternal. . To com-
memorate Creation in the deeper sense of
the fourth commandment is to abide in the
immediate presence of God by spiritual
contact, intercourse and acquaintance. Thus
we attain Spiritual Sabbathism in the Eter-
nal Now, within which all human existence
begins «nd must forever continue.

JESUS, THE CHRIST.

(C) A still higher expression of God
in Creation appears in Jesus the Divine
Word,—The Logos—of John’s Gospel. “In
the beo'mnmg was the Word and the Word
was with God and the Word was God.”
This is only another form of the Old Testa-
ment idea of Creation that represents God

“speaking the universe into being”: He

spake and it was done, He commanded and.

it stood fast; or, as in Genesis, God said,

at aspirations

It reveals His power, love, .

the taboo

“Light, be 17 Ll ht was. W'hen John de-

clares that Chrlst The Word acted for God -

in Creation, and that “All thmgs were made

by him and without him nothing came into -’

belng,” he fixes Christ. as the Eternal Cre-
ator “from the. begmnmg or ever the world

was.” This™ revelation of God through

Chrlst ‘The Word in Creation, and after-

wards in the Incarnatlon are supplemental g

unfoldings of the eternal plans of which

803.

earthly thmgs and ‘human history are a

part. ' The redemptlon of man is as
definite a demand of the plans of the eter--
naland all-loving One, a\}thls creation was.

To save men was not an afterthought forced - .

‘upon God in the - struggle between good'_
and evil over. human" destiny. -

3. Christ's: Resurrection. The
does not associate the observance of Sunday

Bible

or of any other-day with the resurrection -

of Christ. Comparlson of Matt. 12: 40 and
28: 1ff., shows that his resurrection oc-
curred b@orc the Sabbath closed, not on
Sunday morning,. as
teaches. Comparison-of Matthew’s account
with the other Evangelists, ‘shows two wisits

to Christ’s. tomb, and relieves the - forced

“harmony” Wthh popular theories attempt.
All this, however, has no -scriptural bear-
ing on the day of the Sabbath.
nite factor in.the philosophy of consecrated

time is the factor that the resurrection of
Christ is inseparable from Creation and
“before .
The Incarnatlon brought : -

his ‘timeless existence- -with God,
the world was.”
him “by whom all thmgs were made” in-
to the time-process for a moment, but his
early.- death - and ‘resurrection qulckly re-
turned him to_his spiritual estate in Eternity.

It was a- triumphant . demonstration of im- e

mortality and. the v1ctory of Eternity over
finitude and time. . It was the necessary

and logical result of .his Messianic con- |
sciousness, which compelled him to declare
that he :came from God ‘and was about

to return home; _tﬁat is, he was- about to be
released -from . ti orn.
dwell again' in_all: spiritual fullness -and
freedom in- his native Eternity. His tem-
porary incarnation from’ whlch lie escaped

'throu%h the tomb—our ‘comimon doorway
1 of hlS tlmeless eter-

—was’a demonstra

nality. - AN .
REDE\{PT )N Is *rI\IELEss

All that ‘we:can

redemption -of men m
plans and purpo S-

ceive touchmg the
st.have been in the
God, spiritual and

Catholic tradltlon '

But a defi-

limitations to ' .
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material Architect‘ A‘cv)if; the Universe. He

who was at once a just.and infinite God
and All-loving Father, could not create His
~children without adequate provisions for
their spiritual ' development, their redemp-
tion from sin and their deliverance from the
- time-process and material surroundings in
which our birth and development begin.
The place of Christ as Creator and the pro-
- wisions that Infiniter Wisdom must have
made, at first hand and not.as an after-
“thought, make it certain that whatever was
involved in Christ’s redemptive work, life,
death and resurrection, were vitally involved
in Creation. All that Christ was, all he
" did, all he taught concerning life and con-
cerning the Sabbath were vital features in
the -eternal purposes’ of God, and in the
~deeper spiritual meaning of the Sabbath as
the festival of Creation, and symibol of the
ever-abiding Presence of God with us dur-
~ing our childhood "within the time-process
- stage’ of existence. Although this larger
- conception of the spiritual meaning of Sab-
bathism because of its connection with God,
- Eternity, Creation and Christ, has not been
put forth by those who observe Sunday in
place of the Sabbath,—because the Crea-
tion idea has been so nearly or wholly ig-
nored by them,—the -spiritual oneness of
Christ, Creator and Redeemer, is the source
_-of whatever of spiritual Sabbathism has ap-
geared at any time in connection with Sun-
ay. o

When we consider the deep spiritual and
all-embracing meaning of Creation and
what it involves, the clearer does every
vital element in Spiritual Sabbathism stand
outin it. Thus the ceremonial and material
elements of Primitive Sabbathism are super-
seded by the spiritual and-eternal elements
~of the Hebrew conception. Spiritual Sab-
bathism can be gained on no other ground,
least of all, on the self-contradictory no-
- tion of a “Civil Sabbath” or of a “Legal
Rest-day.” e

4. The Sabbath and Heaven. God and
heaven are inseparable concepts. The Sab-
bath is first and greatest symbol of heaven,
of eternal rest, joy, peace with God, and.
in the presence of God. The Sabbath has
- the hush of Eternity in it; the peace of
timeless rest in God. Herein we find the
_richest prophetic symbolism of the Sabbath
- and the most essential element in Spiritual
Sabbathism. This forward look of the Sab-
bath glows with peace and is radiant with

joy. Sabbath observance under the behest
of that forward look is strongest of influ-
ences in the development of spiritual life
and Spiritual Sabbathism. It is the one
great cure for ceremonialism, the one anti-
dote for materialism, the one safeguard
against formalism and worldliness. As the
symbol of God’s Sabbath, our Sabbath points
to the eternal resting in the unending life
of heaven. God rests in a glory we are as
unable to measure as we are to measure
the love by which we are redeemed. The
Sabbath points us to that glory, to the
“rest which remaineth for the people of
God.” Each weekly Sabbath says: “Take
courage. Find comfort. Earthly life is
gliding by. The week of this life will soon
be passed. Shadows and sorrows will soon
be left behind. A few more days and the
Sabbath-crowned life will welcome us to
go no more out forever.

The sands of time are sinking,
The dawn of heaven breaks.

The graveless land is in sight. Stum-
bling will soon be over. Ignorance will soon
be swallowed up in that knowledge which
comes when we are face to face with the
Everlasting Light. Perfected rest and full
redemption are a little farther on. The
doors of the heavenly Sabbath are swing-
ing wide to welcome us to the company of
the ransomed who dwell in joy unspeakable
and full of glory; Sabbath glory which
echoes with the Sabbath songs of the angels
of God.”

Such messages and promises enrich spir-
itual life, and purify the soul as nothing
earth-born ‘can do. Festivals ordained by
custom and the authority of the church
have no such message. Rest-days created
by civil law cannot lift the soul thus. All
these are like the stagnant pools of the
morass when compared with the ever-flow-
ing springs which gush from the heart of
the Everlasting hills. Spiritual life cannot
be when men are separated from God and
Christ, spiritually. “I am the vine, ye are
the branches,” said Christ. When spiritual
union with Christ is gone we can do noth-
ing. This truth touching spiritual life holds
good concerning spiritual Sabbathism. The
Sabbath and its' observance must be linked
with God and heaven, with the Christ-Cre-
ator and the Christ-Redeemer, or spiritual

Sabbathism can not be attained. Sab-.

bathism is spiritual "and eternal, the
result of our spiritunal relations with

God, through Christ’s redemption. It
i1s not a new and second Creation,
but part and parcel of God’s eternal pur-
poses from the beginning or ever the world
was. The Sabbath and its observance can-
not be separated from Creation. The
Bible puts it where it belongs and describes
its birth and parentage, When these are
ignored true Sabbathism is impossible.
. SUMMARY.

The foregoing analysis of the Creation
concept discloses the dominant factor that
all the essential and fundamental elements
of Eternal Spiritual Sabbathism and of
Sabbath Observance are embodied in that
concept. God is its source and center. Cre-
ation, and its symbol, the Sabbath, are the
objectized expression of God’s wisdom,
power, love and goodness. These culmi-
nate in the provisions He makes for the
care, training and redemption of His fam-
ilv. These were active and efficient from

the beginning. No single phase in the his-

tory of Creation or.in the work of Jesus
the Christ of God marks the beginning or
the end of God’s redeeming love and work.
These began with the first born of the fam-
1lv and will end only when the last demand
of divine Love has been answered. The
Sabbath stands first among practical and
eternal provisions for man’s spiritual inter-
course with God, his education in righteous-
ness, his preparation for heaven. Christ,
Creator and Redeemer, was acting for God
and with God when he cut Jewish over-
growth away from the Sabbath and re-
stored it to the high spiritual plane on
which it always belonged. He was its Lord
because he created it for the sake of man
for whose redemption and uplifting he tab-
ernacled awhile in the flesh and became
obedient unto death, passing through time
limitations that he might reveal yet more
fully the Way, the Truth, and the Life unto
his brethren, the children of his Father’s
family. Thus do the Sabbath and Eternal
Spiritual Sabbathism embrace Creation, Re-
demption, Heaven.

The Jewish Sabbath in Its Relation to the
General Question of Sabbath Observance.:
Abstract of an address before the Kings
County Sunday Observance Association.

REV. DR. BERNARD DRACHMAN,

Rabbt of the Congregation Zichron Eph-
raim and President of the Jewish
Sabbath Association.
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[I havehadthepleasure of being perQ
sonally acquainted with, Dr. Drachman for
several years; and am sure that the fol-

lowing address® will "‘be read with interest

by all to whom. this :number of the Sap-
BATH ,RECORDER may come. His place as.
a scholar, a: citizen and an advocate of
Sabbath Reform among the Jews, entitles
his address to..yourcareful consideration.
—A.H. L]~ e

I feel :tfbati-I.‘"Ldrfl,‘.'liéfr'e'-‘,iln‘a rather strange

and unfa.jrvni.lié:.ij,;envi.jt_"c‘fiﬁment,, ‘At the same
time I feel that my presence in your midst
is, for several reasons, not improper. First, -

it is good that Christians and Jews should - =
know each other better. Ignorance is the...

parent of prejudice and antipathy, and
meetings- such as this can do much to dis-"
pel these “harsh:-and uncharitable senti-
ments. Secondly, we both- represent re-
ligious organizations, with similar religious
problems to solve, and it is very well con-
ceivable that brotherly conferences, con-
ducted in- a spirit. of mutual tolerance and
sympathy, may bring about the solution of
these problems in a manner satisfactory to
all.  In;:particular, both' Christianity and .
Judaism' in: this country are afflicted with
, problems: of Sabbath:observance. You de-
sire and find 1t necessary to exercise con-

. stant vigilance and take strong action in

order to improve the ,observance of the
day which 'you' revere as Sabbath; exactly

the same necessity - exists  for us. It is -

true, we differ as-to. the day which is to
be consideréd: the Sabbath, but the prin-
ciple and motives which actuate us both are
exactly the same. I would like to impress
upon you, for it is'a point concerning which
many Christians do: not seem properly in-.
formed, that in Judaism Sabbath-keeping
is a most vital and' fundamental precept,
considered equal in..importance to all the -
other commandments of the law. The"

Holy Sabbath, -aceording to our unbroken -
tradition 'of over thirty .centuries, recogniz-

ed by all Biblical scholars, Jewish and =~

Christian‘ alike - as ‘correct, begins at sun-
down on Friday and ends at sundown on-
Saturday. .Whenhever: the Sabbath is re-
ferred to in the Bible, the reference is to
this period, which is the seventh day. This
period of twenty-four hours is observed
with -the: utmost strictness by all sincerely
religious Jews.- During its continuance we
do not buy or sell, labor, make fires, carry

burdens or attend to.any secular matter.
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~The day is entirély. z«g;:i-ven over to religious

exercises or such innocent recreation as is
permitted by our religious codes. Services
are held three times on'that day in the syna-
gogue and much of the'time in the home

~ is-also given over-to prayer and devotional

exercises. Under these circumstances we
believe that Ave fulfil all the requirements
of Sabbath-keeping which can be reason-
ably expected of ,any: one and that we
should not be asked to observe, in addi-
tion, the day of rest enjoinea by another
faith. It is a matter of keen regret to

- us that this difference exists between us

and the Christian world as regards the

- Sabbath, but it is not of our making nor
- Is it in our power to alter it.
bound by our conscience, our loyalty td.

We ar

the ancient faith we have inherited from
‘the long distant ages of our glorious past,
faithfully to observe the seventh day as
Sabbath, and we could not violate this froth
without hateful and|degrading treason to
our Heavenly Father! We would be happy
indeed should the Christian world also
adopt -the day we know to be the true
Sabbath, as indeed a not. unimportant por-
tion thereof has already.done, and thus do
away with controversy and friction be-
tween Christians and Jews in regard to

‘this fundamentally important question. As

long, however, as the Christian world is not
prepared to do this, we ask for fair and
cordial recognition of the justice of our

- attitude, of our right to uphold our his-

torical Sabbath and to be exempt from ob-
serving the day of rest of Christianity, a
day founded upon theological concepts with
which we, as followers of the Hebrew
faith, have no ¢onnection. Especially do
we protest against this observance being
forced upon us by state enactment, a pro-
ceeding which-we consider altogether un-
Americari and repugnant to the fundamen-
tal concepts of free government and liberty

: -of conscience as they have hitherto existed
“in this land. Religious liberty is the sweet-

est and most precious form of liberty, just
as tyranny and oppression in religious

‘things or -on. religious grounds are the most

hateful forms of tyranny and oppression.
But this principle of religious liberty, which
1s embedded into the very foundation and
fibre of American institutions, emphatically
forbids the state exalting one faith or its

" institutions or ti'sage's_over‘ those of another

faith or subjecting -any .citizen to disad-
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vantage or injury because of his religious
connections. Even in countries where
there exist state religions or established
churches, but which are conducted in ac-
cordance with enlightened and constitution-
al principles, the rights of dissenters are
carefully protected and scrupulous consid-
eration paid to their divergent views. Such
are, for example, England and Holland,

_in both of which, as in several other Euro-

pean countries there exist exemptions from
Sunday laws for the benefit of Seventh-
day observers, who are, in those countries,
almost exclusively Jews. On what grounds
then can it be defended when American
states, in which no established church ex-
ists and which are supposed to look with
absolutely impartial benevolence upon all
denominations, formally adopt the day of
rest enjoined by one faith and force its
observance upon all citizens, regardless of
the fact that many oppose its observance
on religious grounds and keep a Sabbath
of their own on another dav. If this is
not religious tyranny, what is?> The
question as to which is the true Sabbath
day is purely .a theological one. On the
one side stand the great bulk of Christians,
who consider Sunday the Sabbath, or,
rather, have clothed the first dav of the
week, the supposed day of resurrection of
Jesus, with some of the attributes of the
ancient Biblical Sabbath; on the other side
the Hebrews, who loyally continue to ob-
serve the seventh-day revealed to their an-
cestors as Sabbath, the Seventh-day Bap-
tists and Adventists, whose adherents num-
ber many thousands in this land and the
great church of Abyssinia which keeps the
Seventh-day Sabbath along with the rest
of the Mosaic law. How can an Ameri-
can state undertake to settle a theological
question, how can it say to its seventh-day
observing citizens: “Your theology is
wrong, while that of the citizens who ob-
serve the first day is right, and vou must
therefore all of you close your shops and
stores and abstain from all labor and busi-
ness on the first day of the week.” How
can an American state say to its citizens of

~ Hebrew faith: “You must revere and ob-

serve the day consecrated to the memorial
of the resurrection of the Nazarene.” Yet
this is exactly what it is doing when it
compels the observance of Sunday by Jews.
In Rome they used to compel Jews on cer-
tain occasions to go to church and listen
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to Christian sermons. To compel Jews by
law to keep the Christian Sabbath is in
essence the same. It is only necessary to
state the case with this clearness to see
how utterly absurd, how impossible, it is
from any American point of view for the
state to assume such an attitude. The at-
tempt has therefore been made to defend
the Sunday laws on other grounds, and
thus have arisen the ideas of “The Civil
Sabbath,” “The Sanitary Sabbath,” “The
American Sabbath.” The idea underlying
these phrases is that the observance of
Sunday is not enjoined by the lay as a re-
ligious practice but as a purely civil. ordi-
nance for the benefit of the people. Just
as the state enforces vaccination or street
cleaning or establishes schools, because
these things promote the public health and
well-being, so also does it ordain that there
shall be a weekly day of rest, because it is
desirable that every human being shall
have one day in seven for rest and recrea-
tion, and since Sunday is already observed
by the majority of inhabitants, it selects
that day for that purpose. This presenta-
tion of the case has at first blush much
plausibility, but a httle examination demon-
strates its utter insincerity and that it is
a mere subterfuge, adopted as a means of
surreptitiously introducing into American
life religious concepts and practices which,
under our political svstem, could not be
directlv admitted. "In reference to the
other utilities, such as vaccination or edu-
cation. the state does not insist that thev
must be obtained from one source or in
one way. It maintains public schools, but
1s quite satisfied if a child obtains education
in private or parochial institutes of learn-
ing; it appoints physicians to vaccinate
those who require it, but does not 1nsist
that all shall utilize their services, but is
quite content that they be vaccinated by
other physicians. In other words, it looks
at the object to be attained, not at the man-
ner or means of its attainment. -The prin-
ciple of the “civil” or “sanitary” Sabbath
justifies the state in insisting upon a week-
Iy day of rest, but not in designating the
day. As long as the citizens enjoy dispen-
sation from toil upon one day of the seven,
the state is satisfied, the choice of the day
must be to it a matter of entire indiffer-
ence. It is inconceivable that the state
should establish Sunday as the sole day of
rest, knowing that it thereby inflicts great

e

s

" hardship . on- ’-fthoﬁ

sands.’of honest and
worthy citizens. " -Besides, if the state’s only =
object is to secure. to the citizens weekly re-

lief from: the burdens of toil, it should en-
deavor to afford them on that day as many
opportunities  of recreation as possible. It
should open‘wide the museums, theatres,
picnic  grounds ‘and-other places of en-
tertainment -and- amusement and™ bid the
weary people enter ‘and be refreshed. In-
stead of this we find. rigid prohibition of -
most of - these things, evidently because of
the view:that they.interferegwith the re-
ligious character of the day. It is, there-

fore, clear “that thé “civil” or “sanitary”
Sabbath is a. mere: pretense, that what is
really aimed ‘at is’to enforce the universal . -

religioys observance - of Sunday, by the -
abstinence of all citizens from secular la-

bor, business or pleasure. That this is -
an establishment of religion, and as such
incompatible with both thé spirit and letter
of our governmental system, is to my mind
and, I believe, to the mind of every un- o
prejudicéd thinker, absolutely certain. It

follows, therefore, as -an irrefutable cor-

ollary frcm the above considerations that '

the state is .absolutely  inhibited by the
spirit of American institutions from making
Sunday the exclusive day. of rest for all
citizens. and from. prohibiting on that day

innocent 'and . moral amusements. = Let

us turn ‘away, however, now .from .
the consideration : of the purely legalk
and political ‘aspect .of the matter. Apart

from the question whether the state has
or has not the right to enact such laws, I
maintain - that, .for many good reasons, it

should not, and no enlightened man, no

true Christian, should desire it to enforce

by the strong arm of the police power the

observance of Sunday, especially not upon

Hebrews and other -Seventh-day. observers. - "
Such compulsion is’ contrary to the very
spirit of  true ‘religion. The essential re-
quirement of religious ‘practice is that it
be voluntary, not compulsory. There is
not only no-value in compulsory religious
practice, but.it'leads difectly to disbelief in
and contempt for. all religion. The true
religionist does not ‘and cannot desire that
any one shall practice the observances of a
faith in which he, the other person, does »
not believe and to which he does not be-
long, nor is he offended by such non-con-

formity. . This is-emphatically the attitude
of Judaism.  The  Sabbath law, with its
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strictness and ‘severity, is- for the Jew

~alone; there is no thought of stich a thing

as that the Gentile also should observe it.
Furthermore, the compulsory observance of
. Sunday by Jews leads to results which
- should be deemed undesirable by state and
church, as well as by loyal Jews. It leads
to the desecration of their*Sabbath by Jews
~who find it difficult or impossible, in" this
age of fierce economic competition, to suc-
‘ceed in business or even to earn a livine,
if they are to sacrifice two days weekly
from the pursuit of their vocations. Once
- the Sabbath is gone, irreligion follows
which may then lead, in individual in-
stances, to atheism and anarchism. Why
should any Christian desire to break down
the religious sentiments of his Jewish fel-
low-citizens? WHhy should the state adopt
measures which tend direttly to overthrow
~ Judaism and rear up a generation of irre-
- ligious Jews? I believe that this is directly
~contrary to the best interests of both. 1
would any time prefer to see a Christian
loyal to his faith rather than an infidel,
~and I should think Christians would feel
the same towards us. Christians of Amer-
ica should, it appears to me, especially sym-
pathize with the Jew in his- endeavor to
maintain his faith amidst countless trials
- and difficulties. The: Jew, in the manner
~ of his advent in-this land, is the truest of
Americans. Like most of the early set-
tlers in this country, he came here not for
gain but for conscience’ sake, but while, as
regards the rest of the present-day im-
~migrants that motive has ceased to be oper-
ative, in his case it still impels his weary
feet from continent to continent. The Jew
today -is a worthv companion of the Puri-
- tans; the Palatines, the Huguenots and
~ hosts of others who came here in past ages
because they were persecuted in their na-
tive lands on account of their faith. Were
there no religious persecutions in. Europe
there would be very few Jews in America.
'~ Shall. now America, the land of religious
refugees, dlso turn persécutor and perse-
cute the seventh-day observer by refusing
him permission to do honest work and bus-
iness on.the first day of the week. Amer-
ica ought to éncourage Judaism, as it en-
courages Christianity, and rejoice if the
Jew grows up a loyal, conscientious ad-
~‘herent of his ancestral religion, which
- -teaches every virtue and ‘makes for right-
. €ousness, purity and every sublime ethical

ideal of humanity. No sincere Christian
should be offended if the Jew, who has
kept his Sabbath, attends to his secula- du-
ties on Sundav. Russia persecutes the
Jewish body; shall America” persecute the
Jewish soul? I believe, therefore, that
the state has no right, and no Christian, no
true American, has any reason to desire
that the Jew or other seventh-day observer
shall, in addition to his own, keep anotuer
day of rest.

Let me, before concluding, briefly con-
sider some of the objections which are urg-
ed against such exemption. It is said to
be special legislation in favor of a particu-
lar class of persons. This is not so, for
the simple reason that the seventh-day ob-
server receives no privilege or advantage
through his exemption from the Sunday
suspension of work and business, but is
merely made the legal equal of other citi-
zens. Sunday observing citizens may at-
tend to their secular occupation six days
in the week. Saturday observers at pres-
ent rest 104 days in the vear, or if Jews,
117. If their day of rest is recognized as
fulfilling the intent of the law, thev are
then on a basis of legal equality with other
citizens, only that and nothing more. I
say legal equality, for economically thev

are still at a disadvantage, since Sundav
business does not equal Saturday business, .

even though they get some of the Saturday
business at its tail end. It is further said
that if Saturday and Sunday observance
were made legally equal the former would
displace, or almost so, the latter. There
may be some truth in this view, but no
true American should be prevented from
doing an act of justice by such a considera-
tion. The principle of fair play and a
square deal should prevail, let the better
cause win. The people should be permit-
ted to exercise their own honest choice and
true preference in this matter of Sabbath
observance and not be artificially restricted

or compelled by law to limit their choice

to a single specially designated day. Cer-
tainly the church, which claims that its
authority is divine, should not seek to bol-
ster up its cause by earthly power, but
should rely on the intrinsic force of truth
and conviction alone. As a matter of fact,
this feared result is more than improbable.
Seventh-day observers are and, in all likeli-
hood, will always be greatly in the minor-
ity. It is also sometimes said that this is
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an extraordinary and unprecedented de-
mand on the part of the Jews and other
seventh-day observers, and that such privi-
leges are not granted to them in. other
states and countries, This -is not at all
the case. In many states and countries the
justice of the seventh-day cause is recog-
nized and exemption from Sunday laws
given to its observers. Such is the
case in twenty-four states of this union
and in many foreign countries, in England,
Holland, parts of Germanv, and even in
Turkey and Bulgaria. France and Italy
require one day’s rest in the week, but do
not specify the day. That would be the
ideal also for America. In view of all
these facts and considerations 1 believe,
therefore, that the principle that the ob-
servance of the seventh day should be rec-
ognized as equivalent to the observance of
the first day, is a just and proper one, and
that both the state and Sunday observance

societies should cheerfully recognize and ac-

cord this right to all those whose con-
sciences impel them to observe the seventh
day as the Sabbath. -

‘‘Lessons for the Sabbath.”

One of the valuable, if not the most valu-
able of recent books on the “Canon and
Text of the New Testament” is from the
pen of Caspar Rene Gregory, D. D, LL. D.
In addition to full and scholarly treatment
of the manuscript of the New Testament,
Professor Gregory describes “The Lesson
Book™ which came into use .in. the earlier
centuries in connection with Christian wor-
ship. Dr. Gregory assumes the observance
of Sunday at an early date, which date
he does not attempt to fix. He furnishes
full proof of the continual observance of
the Sabbath for a long time after the
death of Christ by the “Lessons for the
Sabbath” to which he refers. This testi-
mony concerning the continued observance
of the Sabbath is of great historic value;
hence the following quotatién;ought to be
read with interest.

The method in which the ancient Church chose
the lessons for all these movable and immovable
days leads us far into the unknown regions of
the past history of Christianity. There- are, so
much is plain, at least three different lines of
lessons in the movable year, and it is possible
that there were still more, only that we can no
longer distinguish, or have not yet succeeded in
distinguishing them. It seems to me likely that
at an extremely early date the lessons were

chosen for the Sunday.. At that date, and there-
fore we must go. very far back, the Church still
celebrated, certainly not” only 'Sunday but also
the Jewish Sabbath, not:the false English Sab-
bath but Satutday. And it séems probable that

then the lessons for -the Saturdays or Sabbaths :

were still from the Old Testament. At a later
time,- but still -at an "early. ‘period, the Gospel.
lessons for the ‘Saturdays or Sabbaths were
chosen. LT

3e”

We must. stan'd‘i_v'stilvlﬁa:mdm'ent here. The fact . -

that the lessons were:chosen for the Saturdays
shows that the Saturday or ‘Sabbath was still
especially celébrated, and that forces us to the

same'cohc!usi'on, stated a line or two back, - for )
the preceding period, The celebration of Satur-

day or Sabbath must have been an original,
Jewish-Christian observance, cannot have been a

later addition to the Christian Sunday. And N

the order.of time as to the choice of these two
lines of lessons is” for “this reason a necessity,
because it- would be inconceivable that the Sat-
urday or Sabbath lessons should have been chosen
first, and that at “that time the Sunday lessons
remained Old “Testament lessons. A body might
be inclined to fancy that the Old Testament les-
sons were retdined for ‘Sunday as being more
certainly sacred, even after the Church had pro-
ceeded to choose Saturday .or Sabbath lessons

from the "Gospels. I regard that as totally im-

possible. It seems to 'me that the moment. that
the distinctively exceptional and divine character
of the Gospels became: clear- to the Christian

Churches,- that at that-moment they will have -

proceeded to .set for the Church services for
Sunday léssons from the Gospels. The reasons
that I.do not assume’ a:determination of these
lessons for both these' neighboring great days
at one single time s that- the two lines are ‘in-
dependent.. of -each other. For the first the
Sabbath or -Saturday lessons probably. remained
the Jewish Old Testament lessons. At a Sstill
later period, at one which I at present cannot

even approximately fix;  the Gospel lessons for* .

the week-days were ‘chosen ;and formed a line
for themsélves. So ‘much for the movable year.

The lessons for- the fixed year were, I am in-
clined to think, not chosén’ at ‘one time, but at
first saint. by saint and day by day. It would
be possible that after the year was tolerably well
filled some one should have set about completing

it, fitting saints to and. into days that had re-
mained saint-less, and assigning Gospels to their

memory. Aside from the regular lesson-books,
we sométimes find in liturgical manuscripts a set:
of Gospels for a.week, so that any and every
day could at once. be suited with a. lesson. Mon-
day was the day of the angels, Tuesday of John
the Baptist, Wednesday of the Virgin, but called
in Greek invariably “the bearer of God,” Thurs-.
day of the holy apostles, and Friday the dav.of
the crucifixion, For Saturday and Sunday noth-

ing was given,* because they had the regular -

lessons, .the ‘backbone ‘of the determination of
all lessons.. It might be queried whether some
such set of weekly Gospels.or week-day Gospels
had preceded -the -choice of .lessons for every
single day. .. I ‘could ¢onceive of such a thing,
yet at present-I do not think it likely, because

I cannot remember finding this week of Gospel -
‘lessons in‘other than comparatively young manu- E

scripts.  (pp. 387, 388) o
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If the word “Sabbath” had been retained
as it is in all original documents of that
period, Dr. Grecrory s. testimony would be
still more effective.. The -substitution of
“Saturday” is an unjustifiable perversion,
~ historically, and in actual meaning.

First Day and Seventh Day.

Tt is not 1nfrequent1y that the question
is asked, whether in the New Testament
- any warrant can be found for the action
of the Church in declaring Sunday the Sab-
bath.. We have good Chrlstran authority
for the assertion that there is none. Only
a short time ago Professor Stevens, who
occupies the chair of theology in the Yale
- Divinity School, in lecturing to one of his
classes, said in reference to this very ques-
tion :

“How much is sa1d in the New Testa-
‘ment concerning the observance of Sunday?
There are only three possible references to
~it. In Acts 20:7, we are told of a meeting
that was held on the first day of the week
that might have occurred on any other day
of the week. Again, in Paul’s letter to
- the Corinthians,. the 16th chaptet, the 1st
and 2d verses, he commends the laying by
in store on the first day of the week for
the poor saints at ]erusalem, and in Rev.
I:10, John mentions the Lord’s day, which
. may or may not have been the first day
‘of the week. Thisis all; and there is ab-
solutely no ground for clalmlng the Sun-
day Sabbath as a-New Testament or apos-
tolic institution. In fact we know that it
was not, but that 1t came in after apostolic
times.”

‘The Jewish ministers “who urge thesr
people to adopt as their Sabbath a day
which has never had the 'sanction of either
the Old Testament, the New Testament or
any other testament are placing themselves
'in a“very peculiar p051t10n—a position that
~practically amounts to this assertion—be-
cause” the early church changed the.Sab-
bath day to show its contempt for the Jews
" and their institutions, the Jews should ac-
cept that change to show their contempt
for their own rehglon —-The Jewish Ex-
ponent :

'Sunday and the Civil Law.

Kansas City Journal of May- 19, 1908
contains a strong article by John S. Wight-
man, Independence, Mo., under the above
head The article seemis to have been called

forth by local agitation relative to the en-
forcement of Sunda laws in Kansas City.
Mr. Wightman deals with the question his-
torically ; sets forth the fact that the United
States Congress during the period from
1810 to 1830 considered the question of
Sunday law, enactment and enforcement
at length and in its deeper fundamental re-
lations to the national government, and to
the question of religious liberty. The fol-
lowing paragraphs from Mr. nghtman

article will indicate the nature of his con-
clusions.

Protection—not enforcement—is the desirable
thing, protection of civil government to the end
that the individual may enjoy the privilege "to
worship God accordmg to the dictates of his
own conscience,” and this should be the common
denominator of the state—or collective—nolicy.
The sovereign people should not leave to that
inquisitorial relic of barbarism—the grand jury
—either power or discretion to say to any man
that he chall recene a religious institution of
the people; that he “shall esteem one day above
another, or esteem all days alike holy.”

The danger—to the state—is not so much that
of Sunday enforcement; it is, in fact, the larger

- and far more serious question of relxglous legls-

lation. Sunday laws prove to be the entering
wedge of a church and state system: the eccle-
siastical dominating and speaking through the
civil institution. History furnishes an awful
warning of the consequences of such a system:
in the last analysis, the wreck and ruin—always
—of empires.

In 1848, in a religious liberty convention in
Boston, William Lloyd Garrison offered a reso-
lution, ‘which was adopted, as follows: “Resolved,
That if the legislature may rightfully determine
the day on which people shall abstain from labor
for religious purposes, it may also determine the
place in which they may assemble, the rites and
ordinances which they shall obcer\e the doc-
trines which they shall hear, the teachers which
they shall have over them, and the peculiar faith
which they shall embrace; and thus entirely sub-
vert civil and religious freedom.” As true today
as it was in 1848! But how remedy the situa-
tion? Certainly not in the criminal court pre-
sided over by Judge Wallace, nor in the grand
jury room. They—the oﬂimals—m enforcing the
Sunday law are following the direction, and car-
rying out the will, of the people as expressed n
the act of assembly—the crystallization of public
opinion.

To remedy the situation, let the law be re-
pealed. ’Tis the only consistent course. At a
single blow in the right place the people may
be delivered from an intolerable condition—and
return to a fundamental principle of govern-
ment, under which the religious right of the in-
dividual is fully safeguarded.

The St. Louis Post- -Despatch makes ref-
erence to this agitation in Kansas City and
in St. Louis, as follows:

The revival of Sunday laws in various cities
is distinctly a religious movement. The laws
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in the first place reflected the religious creeds and
predilections of their authors. .

If the laws are to be enforced in obedience to
a religious demand and for religious purposes they
should be carefully revised by the law-making
powers, for it is probable that the be t religious
sentiment today is not reflected in these fantastic
enactments.

It may be doubted if a convention of any
church would re-enact the old Sunday code in
its entirety. When we consider that most peo-
ple are attached to no church and that many
churches are liberal in the matter of Sundav
diversions it will be seen that any revision of
these laws would probably result in- expunging
nine-tenths of them from the statute books. -

It 1s maintained in some quarters, and w1th
reason, that repeated invasions of popular rights
during the last thirty or fort- yeg’ré have re-
sulted 1n a serious curtailment of \Miberty., If
reasonable and harmless diversion on Sunday
may now be prohibited by a small religious ele-
ment, backed .v a notoriously false pretense in
the courts, 1t must be that there also has been
a most emphatic loss of independence on' the
part of the people,

Sunday in Cincinna\ti.

The variant and confused opinions of
men relative to Sunday and its observance
is well illustrated by the following ffom the
Buffalo News and the Public, touching
matters in the city of Cincinnati:

Two reasons are suggested for Sabbath ob-
servance—the pietistic and the utilitarian. Ac-
cording to a recent sermon by Herbert S. Bige-
low of the Vine Street Church, Cincinnati, .one
of these reasons is to be found in one part of
the Old Testament and the other in another.
In Exodus, Sabbath observance is put upon piet-
15tic grounds and in Deuteronomy upon utili-
tarian—"“that thy man servant and thy ,maid
servant may rest as well as thou.” Between
these two bases for Sabbath observance, strict
Sabbatarians, unless they are very:candid, may
well find themselves in a quandary. If -they
plant themselves upon pietistic basis, they must
be for the observance of Saturday, and not of
Sunday; for Saturday is the hallowed Way, and
there is no authority for substituting Sunday.

This question of Siinday observance is now
a live one in Cincinnati, which explains Mr.
Bigelow’s sermon. It arises over an agitation
for the suppression of baseball games—both
amateur and professional—on Sundays. In his
sermon on the subject, Mr. Bigelow summed wp
the whole matter so broadlv and admirably that
a pregnant extract from his sermon may be of
interest and use wherever and whenever the
Sunday observance question arises, and so we
quote:

“Experience has taught us the nece551ty of
our having one day’s rest in seven. The State
has a right to compel a merchant to close his
store on Sunday, for if one merchant kept open
his competitors would be forced to, and there
would be no rest for anyone. But what reason
could be assigned for the legal prohibition of
Sunday baseball games? The only possible rea-

son is that Sunday is 2+ day of spec1a1 religious

significance.  Those whothink so are privileged -
to keep the day .as they'see fit. - But what about
those who think “otherwise? Such a prohibition
is an interference with their rights of conscience.

A law prohlbltmg Sunday baseball games is un-
constitutional in- its motive, It is an attempt
to use the power of the State to enforce upon
one class. of cxtlzens the religious opinions of
another class.” My ‘neighbor has no more right
to invoke the power of the law .to keep me from
playing ball on Sunday. than .I would have to
invoke the power of law to make him play
Sunday ball. One man- believes that Sunday
games are wrong. Arother, just as sincerely,
and perhaps ‘with better reason, believes that
Sunday ‘games. are ‘right.. Each man holds to
his opinion with. a- good conscience. One man
is as much entitled to. the protection of the
constitution as ‘the other.  The preachers have
a right to preach-that it .is wicked to play ball
on Sunday. They ‘have no right to enforce their
teaching with a_policeman’s club.  If they can
persuade men ‘to: abstain - voluntarily from Sun-
day " games, that is their privilege. = But it is
impertinent for them to ask the assistance of
the " legislature . to compel .men to take their
advice. If, at-the behest -of some preachers,

we are to prohlblt Sunday amusements, why not
force men, by ‘law, to go to church? The

State may establish Sunday as a day of rest. -

It can establish. Sunday as.a. day of worship.
If a man finds more. rest -in-a ball game than’
in a sermon, that may be ‘his fault, or it may
be the fault of .the sermon, but at any rate it
1sa prlvate matter ”—T he Pubhc '

Sunday xn Yonkers, New York

Baseball and other "local ‘issues in Yon-

kers called out an address by General R. E.
Prinne, before thé Young Men’s Christian
Assoc1atlon on’ Sunday, March 22. His
theme was “History of Sunday Legislation
and Lessons therefrom ~His outline of
such legislation was falrly full and -ac-
curate. His conclusions ‘were along the
line of the “National Reform” movement,
centering around the idea that the United -
States "constitutes a “Christian Nation”.
The glaring 1ncon51stenCy which. that posi-
tion involves, -namely; that in all legal mat-
ters the. “letter” of the law 1s supreme, was
set forth: in these Words ~

In all questlons of law, we do not argue
abstractly, but we appeal to the law written and
unwritten, : the statutes of. our legislatures and -
the decisions of the: courts, as’ contamed in our

"law booksand’ reports

Reformers of- Mr Prlnnes class ignore
the letter of the. law of God, set forth in the
Decalogue and, arguing most “abstractly,”
build a basis for Sunday on variant human
statutes and pohce regulatxons and end
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- Babcock in the chair.

by declaring ev‘e‘ry’bo’(ily. wrong who does
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A. L. Titsworth and Business Manager

not' accept their assertion that “this is a 'N. O. Moore.

Christian Nation,” because of the “letter”

‘of the statutes and court decisions. That
‘is juggling with letters and logic. -Here

- are Mr. Prinne’s concluding remarks. His

suggestion, that “those who come from
abroad” are the main sinners against this
Christian Nation, is not in keeping with
facts, nor in good taste.

‘Sunday- observance is not only required by
statutes to that end, but on that sacred day the
courts cannot sit, congress and the legislatures
do not sit, public offices are closed, banks are
not opened, business is suspended, promissorv
notes are not payable and may not be protested,

- contracts made in public are unlawful and are

void. Practically as well as legally the day
is sacred time in our land. Until very recent
years, the atheist was not competent in New
York, and in many other states, as a witness,
but since 1846 in New York; form of religious
belief or lack of belief has!been by the consti-
tution removed as a disqualification, but a witness
may be interrogated as to his lack of belief
in the principles of Christianity in order to dis-

- credit him as unworthy of belief. Profane swear-

ing has in New York and in many if not all
the states been punished as a crime. Blasphemy,

or maliciously reviling God or the Lord Jesus

Christ, a crime at common law, is also punish-

_able in the country as against the common law,

and weakening the obligations of judicial oaths,
and has so been punished in many of the states.
Chief Justice Kent, one of the most celebrated

of the judges of the state of New York, in .

the decision of a case on appeal wrote approv-
ing the language of the court of Kings Bench
in England that Christianity was parcel of the
law. How can these things be if we are not in
the law a Christian nation?

Hence the protest of those who come to us
from abroad, who are the violators of the Sun-
day laws, is without reason, for such laws are
a national part of our legislation, and are neces-
sary- to the peace and happiness of the mass
of our people, who as a mass, are a Christian
people, to whom the violation. and desecration
of that day is an offence. Those who come
to our country from abroad must submit to
the law of this land in this respect as in all

" other respects, or go home again—they do not

belong here.

Tract Sociéty Bo‘afd Meeting.

The Executive Board of the American
Sabbath Tract Society met in regular ses-
sion.in the Seventh-day Baptist church,
Plainfield, N. J., on Sunday, June 14, 1908,
at 2 oclock P. M., President Stephen

Members present: -Stephen Babcock, J.
A. Hubbard, D. E. Titsworth, W. M. Still-

man, F. J. Hubbard, J. D. Spicer, T. L.
- Gardiner, C. W. Spicer, W. C. Hubbard,

Prayer was offered by Rev. T. L. Gar-
diner, D. D.

Minutes of last meeting were read.
- The Treasurer presented statement of
amount of funds on hand and stated that
about $650.00 more are needed to pay off
our entire indebtedness. Editor T. L.
Gardiner presented the following report of
his attendance at the Southeastern Asso-
ciation: :

To the Board of Directors of the American
Sabbath Tract Society,

DEAR BRETHREN:

As your representative I attended the
Southeastern Association held. in Salem,
West Virginia, May 21-24 inclusive, and
did what I could to promote the cause we
hold dear. A cordial welcome was given
me and I was invited to participate in their
deliberations. By their appointment I
preached three sermons and assisted in the
general denominational work which that
Association had in hand.

I was able to secure five new subscrib-
ers for the RECORDER, and cash for four

old ones, besides thirteen dollars on the

debt. The people there are very. friendly
to the Tract Society, and if I could have
had a few more days with them, the finan-
cial returns for the trip might have been
much greater.

My expenses chargeable to the Board
were $21.50.

| Sincerely,
T. L. GARDINER.

On motion the report was approved and
the Treasurer authorized to pay the bill
of expenses.

Voted that the Recording Secretarv
place upon our records and also send to
Mrs. Davis, an expression of our sincere

‘sorrow at the sudden death of our brother,

Dr. A. C. Davis, Jr., and make record of
our appreciation of his faithful and efficient
services as a follower of the Master, and
earnest worker in and faithful supporter of
our denominational interests. We feel we
have lost one of our leaders.

Minutes  read and approved.

Board adjourned.

ARTHUR L. TiTsworTH,
Recording Secretary.
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REPRESENTATIVE SEVENTH DAY BAPTISTS

Prepared by Corliss F. Randolph =

Any organization, or body, of people is
judged, in the last analysis, by that for
which it has stood and what it has accom-
plished in the larger and more comprehen-
sive view of life, both public and private,
business and professional.

If, then, it be found that the Seventh-
day Baptists while appearing as the expo-
nents of Sabbath observance in the strictly
scriptural sense, are also found to be a culti-
vated people of lofty, altruistic ideals and
substantial success; if in the onward sweep
of the forces that make the: history of the
world, they have, as patriotic citizens,. in
response to the call of duty, stood in the
vanguard of these forces, then surely they
have added strength to their position be-
fore the world, as to the Sabbath; by dem-
onstrating that Sabbath observance is- by
no means an insurmountable barrier to ma-
terial success in life and that Seventh-day
Baptists are in no sense fanatical.

In demonstration of the character of the
Seventh-day Baptists then, in this regard,
the following brief biographical statements
are submitted as typical of that people:

SEVENTH-DAY BAPTISTS IN PUBLIC LIFE.

TrHoMAas BawmprieLp (flourished 1654-
1660). A Speaker of the British House of
Commons. He was Recorder of the City of
Exeter and represented that city in Oliver
Cromwell’s parliaments of 1654 and 1656.
He was Speaker of Richard Cromwell’s
parliament of 1658, succeeding Sir Thomas
Lislebone Long as presiding officer of that
bodv. He was also a member of the Con-
vention Parliament, which invited Charles
II. to return to England from Holland and
ascend tne throne. He was untiring in his
efforts to secure a Protestant succession to
the throne. He was a Seventh-day Baptist.
His brother was the Reverend Francis
Bampfield, who organized the Pinner’s Hall
Seventh-day Baptist Church, in London,

in 1676.

PETER CHAMBERLEN. (1601-1683). Phy-
sician in ordinary to three English sover-
eigns. He was one of the famous Chamber-
len family of physicians, that flourished in
England from early in the second half of

: | PETER CHAMBERLEN. ' |
the sixteenth century down almost to the;
middle of- the - eighteenth century. Peter

Chamberlen’s reputation, . like that of the : -

other-physicians of his_ family, rebted chiefly |
upon his skill in obstetrics'and .the improve-
ments he made in obstetrical surgery. One
of hisprincipal - duties as. royal physician
was that of accoucheur to the queen. He
was the leading spirit of his time in the
Miil Yard: Seventh-day Baptist Church of
London. - =~~~ . , o

' NATHANAEL BAILEY. SRR
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- NATHANAEL BaiLey (?-1742). An Eng-
_lish Lexicographer. : In 1721, he published

An Umiwversal Etymological English Dic-
tionary, to which he added a supplementary
volume in 1727. This was the first diction-

ary claiming to give a complete collection

of words of the English language. By the
end of the eighteenth century, it had passed
through upwards .of thirty editions. John-
son used it freely in the preparation of his

dictionaryv and 'it was one of the sources

from which Chatterton drew the pseudo
- Old English words for his celebrated forged
‘manuscripts, some of which purported to
date back to the Norman Conquest. Among
Bailey's other works was The Antiguities
of London and Westminster, as well as
numerous Latin texts, which he-edited for
the use of schools.. The latter included
Ovid, Phedrus, Erasmus and others. He
was a prominent member of the Mill Yard
Seventh-day Baptist Church.

SAMUEL STENNETT.

SAMUEL STENNETT (1727-1705). An in-
termediary with His Majesty, King George
II1., of rngland, in behalf of Dissenters.
In that capacity, he obtained royal clemency
for his dissenting brethren of other faiths
as well as those of his own belief. @n his
application in 1771, His Majesty “disallowed
and rejected”. the action of the Colonial
Government of “Massachusetts in oppressing
Baptists in that colony.  He wag the last
of the celebrated family of Stennetts, who
were Seventh-day Baptist clergymen and
hymn writers. Of  his “hymns, the best
known are, “On Jordan’s Stormy Banks I

Stand,” and “Majestic Sweetness Sits Ew-
throned.” Besides his intimate acquaintance
with George II1., he enjoyed the confidence
of many of the leading public men of Eng-
land. For many years, John Howard, the
philanthropist, was a member of his congre-
gation. Samuel Stennett was one of the
most distinguished Seventh-dayv Baptists of
his time.

SAMUEL WARD,

SAMUEL WaRrD (1725-1776). A Colonial
Governor of Rhode Island. Ile was the
son of Governor Richard Ward of Rhode
Island (whose mother was a granddaughter
of the celebrated Roger Williams) and the
father of Lieutenant Samuel Ward of the
Continental Army, all of whom were Sev-
enth-day Baptists. $sovernor Samuel Ward
was Chief Justice of Rhode Island in 1761;
delegate to the Colonial Council at Hart-
ford, Connecticut, in 1758; and Governor
of Rhode Island in 1762-63, and 1765-67.

.He was the only colonial governor who re-

fused to take the required oath to enforce
the Stamp Act. As a delegate from Rhode
Island to the Continental Congress in 1774-
76, he frequently presided over that body
when it sat in session as the Committee of
the Whole. He presided at the time the
Committee of the Whole decided upon a
leader for the American armv, and in his
capacity as chairman, he presented to Con-
gress the name of George Washington as
Commander-in-chief of the Continental
Army. His sudden death in March, 1776,
while attending Congress in Philadelphia,
prevented him from signing the Declaration

~
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of Independence. He was a member of the
Westerly (now the First Hopkinton) Sev-
enth-day Baptist Church of Westerly,
Rhode Island. -

JEPTHAH FITZ RANDOLPH.

JepTHAH [11z RaxpoLpH (1814-1879).
Descended from Thomas Blossom, a deacon
in the Colonial Pilgrim Church, of Ply-
mouth, Massachusetts. He was a member
of the Second Constitutional Convention of
West Virginia. A prominent man of affairs
and of public spirit, he was elected a mem-
ber of the post-bellum Constitutional Con-
vention of West Virginia, which met at
Charleston, the capital of the State, in 1872.
This convention, the only constitutional con-
vention held in the State since the close of
the Civil War., 'a conservative authority
recently declares to have been “the most
notable body of men, in point of legal ability
that ever met in the State.” The conven-
tion, by special resolution, exempted Mr.
Randolph from service in that body on the
Seventh Day of the week because of his
religious faith. He was an officer in the
New Salem Seventh-day Baptist Church, of

Salem, West Virginia. ,

DarwixN ELDRIiDGE Maxson (1822-1895).
An anti-slavery agitator, and reformer. In
1852, he became an instructor in Alfred
University at Alfred. New York, where he
soon made for himself a reputation as an
anti-slavery propagandist. He was one of
the most active agents of the so-called un-
der-ground railroad, engaged in forwarding
runaway slaves to Canada. His zeal as a

4
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DARWIN ELDRIDGE 'MAXSON.

reformer, and his superb qualities as a lead-

er won for him his election, in 1859, to the

Assembly-of the Legislature of the State
of New York, where. he was conspicuous

for his advocacy -of personal liberty. In
1861, he enlisted in the Union Army, and
became chaplain of his régiment. He was
a prominent Seventh-day Baptist clergy-.
man, and for the list sixteen vears of his.
life he was a Professor ‘in the Theological

Seminary of Alfred University.

GeEORGE HERBERT UTTER -(1854-). GoOv-
ernor of the State of Rhode Island. He has
held the following offices in the government, .
of the State of Rhode Island: Member of..
the Staff of Governor Augustus O. Bourn;. -
1883-85; Representative in the General As-
sembly, 1885-8g; Spéaker of the House of ,
Representatives, 1889, State Senatpr, 1880--
o1 ; Secretary of State; 1891-94 ; Lieutenant
Governor, 1904-1905 ; Governor, 1905-1900. .
He has been President of the Seventh-day

‘Baptist General:Conference. He is Treas-

urér of the Seventh-day Baptist Missionary
Society, and a Trustee of Alfred University.

JonATHAN -ALLEN (1823-1892). Presi-
dent of Alfred Universitv.- He was gradu-
ated from Alfred in_ 1844, Oberlin College
in 1849, and the Albany Law School in
1857. He was admitted to.the bar in 1857..

Immediately ‘upon his ‘graduation from .

Oberlin he becamer an instructor in Alfred,
and was afterward made a professor. On
the death of William C. Kenyon, the first
president, of Alfred, . in. 1867, Professor

R
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| JONATHAN ALLEN.
Allen  succeeded to the presidency, and re-
~mained in that position until the end of his
life. Recognized as a geologist of author-
1ity, he participated in the Geological Sur-
vey of the State of New York under
the direction of James Hall, the
State - Geologist. For ‘many vyears, he
was a leading spirit in the Annual Con-
vocation of the University of the State of
New York, at Albany. = He took an active
part in the movement, led by Harvard,
among several of the colleges of New Eng-
land, and the State of New York, in 1878, to
e_ffect a closer articulation between the cur-
-ricula of the academies and other prepara-
tory schools and the colleges. He was the
recipient of the following honorary degrees
Doctor of Philosophy, from the University
of the State of New York, in 1873 ; Doctor
of Divinity, from University of Kansas, in
1875 ; Doctor of Laws, from Alfred Uni-
versity, 1886. He was Corresponding Sec-
- retary of the Seventh-day Baptist Education
Society for fifteen years, and he was three
times elected President of the Seventh-day -
Baptist General Conference. -

) : |

WiLLiam  CLaRKE WHITFORD  (1828-
1902). President of Milton College. He
was graduated from Union College in 1853
and from Union Theological Seminary in
1856. In the year 1858, he was made
president of Milton College, a position
~ which he continued to occupy as long as
~he lived. “ He placed the State of Wiscon-
sin under a lasting debt to him, for his
service in developing ‘the Public School

WILLIAM CLARKE WHITFORD.

System of the State. He was an early
president of the State Teachers’ Associa-
tion, with whose interests he was closely
identified for forty vears. He laid the
foundation of the svstem of State Normal
Schools, of whose Board of Regents he
was for fourteen years a member. As
chairman of the Committee on Education
in the Assembly of the State Legislature,
he rendered valuable assistance to the Pub-
lic Schools. For two terms, he was State
Superintendent of Public Instruction. He
wrote a History of Education in Wisconsin,
published by the State. in 1876. He
was at one time editor of the I¥isconsin
Journal of Education, and of the Seventh
Day Baptist Quarterly. The honorary de-
gree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred
upon him in 1883, by Blackburn Univer-
sity.

He was at one time President of the
Seventh-day Baptist General Conference,
and for several years was Corresponding
Secretary of the Seventh-day Badptist Edu-
cation Society.

WiLLiam  Aucustus  RoGers (1832-
1898). Astronomer and Physicist. He was
gaduated from Brown University in 1857,
with Phi Beta Kappa honors. In 1859, he
became Professor of Mathematics in Al-
fred University, where he had already been
an Instructor for two years. In 1870, he
resigned his chair at Alfred to accept an
appointment in the Astronomical Observ-
atory of Harvard, where he devoted him-
self, largely, to making that part of the

v. ’ -

WILLIAM AUGUSTUS ROGERS.

(rerman survev of the Northern Heavens
allotted to Harvard. His report was by far
the fullest and most complete of any of
the reports of that survey. In 1886, he
resigned his position at Harvard to accept
the Chair of Physics and Astronomy in
Colby University, where he developed a
svstem of microscopical measurements, and

invented the instruments required to make’

the measurements. At the time of his
death in 1898, he was Professor-elect of
Physics in Alfred Universitv. He was
elected to membership in the following so-
cieties: American Academv of Arts and
Sciences. in 1873; American Microscopical
Society, in 1882; National Academy of
Sciences, in 1895. In 1881, he was elected
Honorary FFellow of the Royal Microscopi-
cal Societv, of London. He was a Fellow
of the American Association for the- Ad-
vancement of Science, which he served

three terms as \ice President’ of the Sec-

tion in Mathematics and Astronomy. He
received honorary degrees as follows:

Master of Arts, from Yale University, in

1880; Doctor of Philosophv, from Alfred
University, in 1886 ; Doctor of Laws, from
Brown University, in 1892. He was Pres-
ident of the Seventh-day Baptist General
Conference for one year, |

JacoB Davis Bascock (1789-1867). A
pioneer manufacturer of machinery for the
production of cotton cloth. In 1810, he
established a machine shop in Schenectady,
New York. Here he formed a close in-

JACOB DAVIS BABCOCK.
timacy with Eliphalet Nott, President of .
Union' College." In 1820, he went to Corn- -
wall-on-Hudson, New York, to.install ma-
chinery which he had built, and remained
as the superintendent of the establishment -
which was engaged in manufacturing cot-
ton tloth. . In: 1825, he removed to the
place of his nativity, Ashaway, Rhode Is-
land, where he embarked.in a manufactur-
ing and-mercantile “business of his own.
Here ‘he produced textile fabrics. During
the Civil: War; he supplied the products of
his mills” tqo the Federal Government. He
enlisted in the: war of 1812, but did not
see “dctive service. .He was Chairman of
the Rhode Island delegation to  the First
National” Repiiblicari - Convention, which
nominated John C. Fremont for the presi-
dency. . - o : - :

WiLLraM CLARKE Burpick (1829-1902).
A representative merchant.:~Soon after at- -
taining his majority, he. interested -himself -
in the organization of the Allegany Cheese
Company, of :Alfred; New York, for the
wholesale trade "in clieese. = After a few
years, he became the sole proprietor of this
business, which -he conducted in his own
name uitil- 1886, when he" re-organized it -
under the name of William C. Burdick
& Co. This business; prosperous from the
beginning, becamé: one of the largést and =
best known of its' kind in ‘Western New
York. He was again and again honored
with public office at the hands of his fel-
low men. . He. was a. trustee of - Alfred




WILLIAM CLARKE BURDICK.

University for forty-five years. He was
also. treasurer of the Seventh-dav Baptist
Education Society for seven vears, and. af-
‘terwards a director for fourteen vears.

GEORGE.- HERMON BABCOCK.

. GeorGE HErMON Bapcock (1832-1893).
Inventor and manufacturer. It required
neatly one hundred patents to protect his
inventions covering printing presses, steam
power  machinery, steam boilers, roofing
. tilespetc. In 1868, he organized the New
York Safety and Steam Power Company
~for_ the production of steam power ma-
chinery, which he invented. Afterwards
he organized and became President of the
Babcock and Wilcox Boiler Company, for
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the manufacture of a sectional. tubular
steam boiler of exceptionally high power,
which sold extensively in America and Eu-
rope. At the time of his death, he was
president of the following: Babcock and
Wilcox- Boiler Company; Celadon Terra
Cotta Company; Board of FEducation
of Plainfield, N. J. At that time he was
also ex-president of the American Societv
of Mechanical Engineers; 'Lecturer on
Steam, in Cornell University: President of
the Board of Trustees of Alfred Univer-
sity ; and a Trustee of Milton College. He
was, likewise, agtrustee of the Seventh-dav
Baptist Memorial Fund. For eight years
he was Corresponding Secretary of the
American Sabbath Tract Societv. He was
a generous benefactor of Alfred University
and Milton College.

THOMAS BLISS STILLMAN,

TroMas B. StiLLMaN  (1806-1866).
Manufacturer and mechanical engineer.
After completing a course in mechanical
engineering at Union College, he establish-
ed the Novelty Iron Works, of which he
was principal owner, in New York City.
His was the largest establishment of its
kind, at that time, in the United States.
Here were built some of the largest steam
vessels afloat at the time of his death. Dur-
ing the Civil War, he was Federal In-
spector of steam vessels, and of the con-
struction of . revenue cutters for the
Southern District of New York. He
was  president of the Metropolitan
Savings Bank, President of the Board

J
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of Police. and Trustee of the New
York Hospital, all in the City of New
York. He was also a trustee and bene-
factor of Alfred University.

CHARLES POTTER.

CHARLES  PorTER  TitsworTH  (1824-
1399). Inventor and manufacturer of
printing presses.  After serving a term as
superintendent of an iron foundry, he en-
gaged, m 1835, in the manufacturing of
printing presses, producing successively the

Babcock Polvchromatic Press, and the,

Davis Oscillator. He afterward manufac-
tured a press of his own invention known
as the Potter Press. His business was
conducted as a firm until 1893, when he
orgamzed the corporation known as the
Potter Printing Press Company. In the
meantime he had established at Plainfield,
New Jersev, a large plant for the produc-
tion of his presses, which grew to be one
of the iargest plants in the United States,
devoted to the manufacture of newspaper
machinery. At the time of his death, he
was President of the First National Bank
of Plainfield, New Jersey. For seven
vears, he was a Trustee of Alfred Univer-

sity, where he established the Charles Pot-

ter Chair of History and Political Econ-
omy. For sixteen years, he was President
of the Trustees of the Seventh-day Baptist
Memorial Fund, and of the American Sab-
bath Tract Society.

NATHAN BABCOCK.

NaTHAN Basceek (1824-1902). Manu-
facturer of machinery. He: learned the
machinist’s trade at® Phenix, R. L., where
he afterward becameé an expert machinist.
In 1855, he engaged in business at Pawca--
tuck, Connecticut, ‘for - the manufacture,
first, of textile machinery: and afterward
of printing machinery, - In 1882, he or-
ganized at New London, Connecticut, the

Babcock _Pfinti.ﬁg" Press Manufacturing .

Company, of whichi -he was Secretary and.
Treasurer until his death. Under his man- .
agement,- this company: had Fecome one -of
the 'leading Builders of high grade printing
presses, of the - world. =7 - .

GEORGE GREENMAN.

ER
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GEORGE GREENMAN ( 1805 1891) Ship-

. builder and manufacturer. In 1827, he en-
- gaged in the business of shlpburldlng, at
the head of the Mystic River in Connec-
ticut. Nine years afterward, he organized
" the firm of George Greenman and Com-
pany, which established a new shipbuilding
plant further down the River. Here were
built many of the well known “clippers,”

famous for their swift sailing powers, be-
fore the advent of the: steamshlp Around
- this establishment grew up the village of
- Greenmanville: In 1849, he oroanlzed the
Greenmanville’ Manufacturmg Company
for the production of woolen goods,. For

. many yvears he was President of the Stand-

ard Machine Company, at Mystic, Connec-
- ticut, which company manufactured book-
binding machinery, cotton gins, etc. He
~was a Director of the Mystic River Na-
tional Bank. For thirty years, he was
President of the Seventh-day Baptist Mis-
. sionary Society; and for fourteen vears,
a Trustee of Alfred Umver31tv

THOUGH‘TS FROM THE FIELD él

An ‘“Echo” on the ‘‘Brighter Side’’.

A good friend writes a personal letter
upon that part of the editorial of last week
“which referred to the small attendance in
the Eastern Association. We are glad in-
- deed to recognize every encouraging fea-
ture as to attendance and so give place to
all he says. We have been trying hard to
be opt1m1st1c for months when others
seemed ‘blue,” and hail with joy evervthing
- that will help us to see the “bright side.”
Here are the good fr1ends thoughts:

~ “Excuse me,: but your editorial on
the Eastern Assoc1at10n ‘was rather “blue,”
~but about correct as far as it went. Some
- of the devotional meetings were good and
uplifting, especially the one Sixth-day even-
- ing, conducted by Bro. J. G. Burdick. Pos-
- sibly another echo on the - brlghter side
“might be helpful. -

At the Thursday morning session -there
were forty-five present before it closed, and
in the afternoon fifty-two: Friday morn-
ing, before Dean Main was through, there
-were twenty-six, and in the afternoon to
_hear Dr. Lewis there were: twenty-nine.
Very much too few, of course, but let us

give, especrally to the delegates all the
credlt we can.” =

-

~with a processional.

Two More Days at North Loup.
DEAR BROTHER GARDINER:

May I give to the readers of the RE-
CORDER an account of two more days at
North Loup—Chrldrens Day and Old
Folks’ Day?

The first week in June we had 3.27
inches of rainfall. It must have been
“semiarid’ for it rained about half the
time. But June 6th was a beautiful dav.

When I say that the house was crowded

I mean crowded. One of the young men
who offered himself for baptism at the close
of the service was obliged to crowd his

way from the center of the vestibule to the

doorway where he could be seen and heard.

The Children’s Day service was in
charge of a committee from the Sabbath
school, Chlo Greene, Celia Hoshaw, and

~ Mrs. G. B. Shaw. Superintendent Charles

W. Thorneate nresided. Most of the “ex-
ercises” were by classes, and were in charge
of the teachers, who marshalled the class
for thé line of march and took charge of
it during the service.

There were present at thlS meeting about
one hundred and fifty bovs and glrls not
vet sixteen vears old. ...out twenty-five
of these were visitors. 'Lhe service began
Our aisles are so
narrow that it is necessarv to pass about
the church in smole file. Those in this

“triumphant entry” as far as I remember
their names were—Eva Watts, Russel Hill,
Ona Greene, Miriam Shaw, Janie Van
Horn, Leo Greene, Helen Hutcnmc Albert
Coombs Ethelbert Greene. Otie Lewis,
Kathryn Thorngate, Leland Robbins, Zoe
Clement, Jerry Hill, Mav Ferguson, Nola
Gowen, Irma Babcock Minnie Lewis, Orin
Clement Catherin  Shaw, Vivian Hill,
Henry Black Nema Cruzan Carrol Hill,
Eunice Rood Althea Thorncate Maude
Greene, Birdie Van Horn, Lloxd Mayo,
Nile Van Horn, Marguerrte Thorngate,
Elsie Rood, Ruth Mayo, Gladys Hutchmc
Una Van Horn, Helen Lewrs Edna Lewis,
Hazel White, Addie Davis, Chlora Van
Horn, Edwin Greene, Harold Goodrich,
Paul Hemphlll Ralph Greene. George Gow-
en, Arthur Thorngate, Rex White, Walter
Thorngate George Larkm Bryan Van
Horn, Merle Davis, Leah Van Horn, Isa-
bella Brown," Helen Shaw, Eva Johnson,
Ena Lewis, Mary Davis, Llly Greene, Lot-
tie Larkin, Lura Plerce John Thorngate
Horace Crandall, Bayard Rood, Earl
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Pierce, Paul Van Horn, Rex Clem_ejnt‘,
Martin  Watts, Edwin Babcock, Riley
Brannon, Albert Babcock, Floyd Hutchins,
Pansy Larkin, Ava Mayo, Eva Pierce, Ana
Van Horn, Nellie Van Zant, Lena Pierce,

Edna Clement, Lottie Greene, Hannan

Shaw and Melva Thorngate. I wish I had
a good excuse to mention the names of
fifty more who were too small or tpo
large or too late or too diffident to marcan
with those whose names are given above.

RECORDER space is too valuable for me to
give in detail the program which followed.

Each boy and girl had a more or less im--

portant part. It was all good and was full
of promise for -the future of tnis church.

Immediately following this service we
all went to the home of Ray G. Thorngate,
where there is an artificial pond for ice
and irrigation purposes, to witness the bap-

tism of some of our young people. Readers

of the RECORDER may be interested in their
names—James Abram Johnson, Herbert
Lewis Johnson, Harry Russel Van Horn,
Kate Myra Babcock, Edna Louisa Clement,
Ruby Blen Van Horn, Nellie Eva Van
Zant, Viola Magdeline Pierce, Pansy Gen-
evive Larkin, and Eva May Pierce.

After the meetings of the Christian En-
deavor societies, and as soon as the far-
mers had time to go home and chanoe their
clothes it began to rain again. It was-a
good day for us.

The second week in June was.about like
the first and the second Sabbath was as
fine as the first one, only a trifle cooler.
It was Old Folks’ Day with us. .

The church was beautifully decorated by
the same committee that had done so well
the week before. The motto was “Exo-
dus 20:12.” Five rows of pews were re-
served for the old. As they entered the
church each person seventy years old and
upwards was given a red rose, those who
had been Christians for fifty years a white

rose, those who were charter members of

the North IL.oun church a pink rose, and
to those who were great grandparents a
vellow rose. The books used were Gospel
Hymns, and two of the songs sung were
those sung at the first religious ser-
vice held in the Loup valley, when
on May 18, 1872, in the open air,
by the river side, using a rocking chair

for a pulpit, Elder Oscar Babcock preached

to a small group of immigrants, and when
they sang “Shall We Gather at the River.”

-Slttlng on . the nlatform and takmg part
in the opening ‘s rfyrce ‘were Rev. Oscar
Babcock,: Deacon' Henry Thorngate, Dea-
con Maxon Crandall, . Deacon Archibald .
Coon and the. pastor - The pastor. spoke
from the text Ex." 20: 12, “Honor thy -
father and thy mother.” He also spoke
briefly of the -early days in North Loup
and especrally of the work of Elder Babcock
and read letters of appreciation of him
from. former pastors and the widows of
pastors of the North -Loup church. The
letters were from Mrs. - Joseph P. Morton,
~Mrs. Asa B.. Prentice, Mrs. Geo. ]J. Cran-

" dall, J. H. Hutley, ’VI B. Kelly, F. O.

Burdlck k. A. Witter and T. L. Gardiner.
I will tryto give the names of those who
wore the roses; indicating the.color by. the .
letters r,. w, p, and. Y. A star will mean
-that the one indicated is not a regular meém-
ber of our congregatxon

Oscar’ Babcock, i r,#w, P Mrs Babcock ,
w; E.. J: Babcock, p, N. Wilson Babcock
p; Mrs. Babcock, P; ‘W. H. Burgess*,
‘Mrs Burgess*, 55 Mrs. Marv Badger T,

Ezra Brace, r; Nehemlah Bee, r; Mrs.
Bee w; Archlbald Coon, 1, W, v; Maxon
Crandall T, W; Henr) Chase, r; Mrs.
Chase, 1, W Mansel Davis,. P; Mrs.. Davis,
p; Mrs.: Dora Dowhower*, w; \Ir< Jane -

Davis, w; Mrs. Lucy" Crandall 7 Mrs.

H. T. East r; Mrs. Ellzabeth Greene T,
w; Mrs. Lors Greene 1, W, y; Joseph A.
Greene T, w, Mrs M. L. Gowen, r; Mrs.
S. R. Hall Y AL B Hutchins, r, w, v;

Mrs. Hutchins 1, W, y; George Larkm L

w; Mrs. Mary Mattlson T, W; \Irs Dora

Parkmson’“ w . Mrs.. Robert Preston Wi

" Mrs. Marlanne Rood T, W, V; Charles ]
Rood, p; Mrs.. Rood P; N. K Redlon*
r, y; Mrs.: Frank Robbms - Henry
Thorngate r,-w; -Mrs. Thorngate r, w;
M.B. C True T; Mrs M. A. Wellman* P
Frank Watts, r; w; y; Mrs. Watts, r, w,
y; D. M Van Zant y.. All agree that thrs
service was very beautlful and impressive.
Qur young pe()ple will never forget how

Deacon ‘Coon- stood, . leaning on his staff,

bowed by the- wexght of four score and -

elght years, wearmg the roses that gave

him honor; and how he poured out his soul
to God,: leadlng the’ ‘congregation and up-
lifting - them: “in a’ prayer of surpassmg
beauty and:power.: All united in giving -
honors and congratulatlons to Elder Oscar -
Babcock who had been for all these )ears
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~and who still is the head and the heart and
- the hands of the North Loiip church. Dur-
ing the service the young people who were
- baptized' the week before were given the
right-hand of fellowship. It was a good
day. - L
And now, Brother ‘Gardiner, I want to
+ tell you a curious thing ‘about these two
days: Children’s Day began with a wed-
ding at Deacon Williams’ and Old Folks’
Day was followed by a golden wedding at
Deacon Thorngate’s. On June 6th at 10.00
a. m. at the home of Deacon and Mrs.
- Jacob B. Williams, their daughter Sadie was
married to Roy Cox, son of Brother Oscar
Cox of the Seventh-day Adventist church.
Only the immediate families were present.
The ceremony was performed by the pas-
- tor assisted by Elder Babcock. The bride
and groom-: were attended by Maude Davis
and Orsen Davis and Catherin and Mir-

lam .Shaw acted as flower girls. The en-

tire wedding .party went directly to the

church to attend the Children’s Day ser-

. vice. Then on Sunday, June 14th, occur-

-red the golden wedding of Deacon and
“Mrs. Heriry Thorngate. ,

~ The North Loup church is now a large

church ‘and is made up of many elements

but a large and important part has always

been the group of families that came from

‘Persia,- New York, almost seventy years

ago. DBoys and girls who played together

in Persia, and who associated as young

people at Dakota, Wisconsin, are now

neighbors in North Loup; the Babcocks,

. Roods, Thorngates, Prentices and Pierces.

- Henry Thorngate, son of George Thorn-

~gate, was married to Lorenda Crandall,

- daughter of William Crandall, by’ Elder

Geo. C. Babcock, father of Elder Oscar

"Babcock, at Dakota, Wisconsin, on June

- 14, 1858.  The following who were pres-

~ent at the wedding were also at the golden

‘wedding: Oscar Babcock, Delia Babcock

- Chase, a sister of the groom, Mrs. Mari-

-~ anne Rood, widow of Charles P. Rood,

~ two sisters of the bride, Arlie Crandall

Thorngate, widow of George Theorngate,

- Jr., and Angelia Crandall Mosier, widow

- of . Byron Mosier. It is also believed that

Mrs. Rood’s -daughters, Mary and Genie,

- were present fifty years ago but they do

not remember so long ago and no one

- thought to remember for them. '

. A brother of the bride, Porter Crandall,

&,
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who lives in Myra valley, was kept from
attending, the golden wedding by the storm
which made the roads next to impassable.
It rained almost all day Sunday, but there
was sunshine within at the home of Deacon
Thorngate.  Children and grandchildren
were in charge. . There was a crowd. All
were happy. Elder Babcock spoke, Deacon

Thorngate responded and the pastor of-

fered prayer. All united in congratulating
the bride and groom and in wishing them
happiness in the future. Really, Dr. Gar-
diner, you know vourself what good peo-
ple they are and how we all love them and
how we pray the blessing of God to be
with them. But this postscript is already
too long. Sometime I will write you a real
letter.
Sincerely vours,
GEORGE B. Siaw.

Resolutions of Respect.

Passed by the Chicago Seventh-day Bap-
tist Church and Sabbath School.

Whereas, Dr. Arnold C. Davis has been
called from his field of wide and varied
activity, in which he was enabled to show
forth his eminent qualities of soul and life,
as trusted physician, as loving pastor, and
friendly helper to those who needed helg
and encouragement ; and

Whereas, The denomination has lost an
efficient minister and active worker in the
Master’s vineyard; and

Whereas, The young peo~'- of the de-
nomination and of the country where he
lived have lost a warm friend, and an in-
spiring helper; therefore

Resolved, That we of the Chicago Sev-
enth-day Baptist Church and Sabbath
School bow in submission to this visitation
of God in the mystery of His ministration.

Resolved, That, while we feel the loss
of one who was once one of our number,
we commend the example of his faith and
activity of life to all who would incorporate
God into their own lives.

Resolved, 1nat we express our sorrow,
in this loss, and our s-~nathv to Mrs.
Davis in this her hour. of bereavement, and
commend her to the watch-care of Him
who noteth the snarrow’s fall.

E. ADELBERT WITTER,
C. U. PARKER,

Committee.

B
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Missions

Skylight, Arkansas.

Bv a letter bearing date, June 2, from
our missionary evangelist, Rev. J. H. Hur-
lev, 1 have learned the following good
news. Brother Hurley has been holding
gospel meetings at Skylight, Arkansas.
While there twelve of the young people of
(;entry—less than fifty miles away— came
to spend the Sabbath and First day, and
assist in the singing and devotional meet-
ings. At the time this letter was written
four persons had been baptized who, with
one other, have joined the Gentry Church.
This makes in all eight Sabbath converts
at Skvlight who are now members of our
church at Gentry. Twelve of the members
were at Skylight to extend to them the
hand of fellowship. - This is a kind of ar-
gument which the unsaved and Sabbat}_ll.ess
world can understand and they are waifing
for it. More of the children at Skylight
are about ready for baptis?}.

Another Missiona 5

The Missionary Board has now procured
theservicesof another lay missionary. Broth-
er ). A. Bond, of Salem. West Virginia,
is going on the southern Illinois, or Stone
Fort field. He is a man of more than or-
dinary energy and consecration. He has
been very successful as a gospel temper-
ance worker. He both knows and believes
his Bible. I understand he is good in the
saddle.

You who have praved anxiously so long
for this field write Brother Bond at Stone
Fort and assure him and his good wife of
vour sympathy and prayers. f
" The friends of missions have been pray-
ing for more men, and money to put them
on those destitute fields. God is sending
the men. Brethren, will you keep the nec-
essary funds coming? God is answering
our prayers. Bless_his holy name! With
the help of the people we have succeeded
in covering new ground this year. Brother
L. D. Seager has been at work in the
great West Virginia field. Brother Hur-
ley has been on the field north and south.
Rev. S. H. Babcock, as Chairman of the

Missionary Committee in central or west-

set in progress. - .
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ern New' Yo'rk_,,.j_a"ilfdj,-;?énfﬁsylvgnia,’ has di- |
rected the work at five or six needy points.
Now Brother Bond -goes on the lllinois

- field. I hope now that out of my trip west
some other missionary’ movements may be

" The conference "yeéar is drawing to a.
close and we are not ready to close our
book for the year.  The fields at our doors.
are white; the harvest calls for reapers.
This is the call that.comes to us as a peo-
ple. God help 'us to respond. We can
and we must. o -
Your- brother.in" Christ,
. Y. E. B. SAUNDERS,
U Cor. Sec.

- -

. The Eleven Propositions. -
' IRA J. ORDWAY. ,,
Regarding Dean Main’s eleven questions,
which were referred to ‘a committee of
fifteen by the: General Conference at the
last anntal meeting, I offer the following:
First.” What is the General Conference?
What power has lit? - And from whom does
it derive its power?: These questions must
be settled ybefore, we are prepared to take
up, the gfiven queries. - - . G
CI®Ueneral Conference is the executive
body of the Seventh-day Baotist denomina-
tion, It derives its.power from churches
of the denomination. - ‘As-Dean Main says
in his annual address. to ‘Conference, 1907,
“Individual churcnes are members of the

one body we call the. Seventh-da-- Bantist -

denomination, ‘and that' is , represerted in
this yearly Coriference:” -The constitution
provides, Article 2, that the churches com-

prising this body shall be ~_'éhtit1ed to repre- .
sentation as follows: . . - »

“Four delegates ‘for every church, as a
church, and two .additional delecates for .
each twenty-five members of the church, .

or fraction ‘of twenty-five. And further;
‘all members of ithe Seventh-dav Baptist -~

Missionary _-S,-ofCie,ty,}"of..-thg-Amerlcan Sab-
bath Tract - Society; and “of the Seventh-
day Baptist Education Societv, present at
Confererice, .shall, by virtue of such mem- -

bership, be annual members of the Con-
ference. Churches not being able to repre-

sent themselves by their own members may
appoint’ ‘delegates 'to. represent them from
other churches in full:and' regular member-
-ship. The. delecate ‘qr delegates present
from any church; shall cast the full vote -
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to which_that church is entitled, when the
vote is taken by churches.”
_ Therefore the constitution provides
- for 'votes to be taken by the church-
es. Note, it ‘says, “The ~delegates
present from any  -church shall cast
the full vote to which the church is en-
titled, when the vote is taken by churches.”
~Even if the constitution did not so provide,
~ the same right would exist from the inher-
ent relation .of the churches to the body;
but it is’ fortunate that the constitution so
clearly defines this important feature. The
constitution does not say at what times the
vote shall be taken by the churches but it
must be the right of any delegate of any
church to appeal from a body made up of
unauthorized as ‘well as- authorized dele- -
gates. ‘The powers and prerogatives of
. -Conference are also defined by the constitu-

"o tion: -

“Article 5. The General Conference,
thus organized, -shall: possess powers and
prerogatives as follows: 1. The preroga-
tive, on appeal, of ‘an advisory council in all
matters appertaining to doctriné or disci-
‘pline, faith and' practice, as between the
churches, and between the churches and
their respective members; and the power
- of exclusion of churches from membership
in the Conference for the want of harmony,’
either of faith or of practice, with the de-
nomination. 2. It shall have the power to
~ receive such trusts, as either societies or
individuals may, from time to time, con-
fide to its keeping, and to make all neces-,
sary provisions for the same; to promofe
the cause of Missions, Sabbath Schools,
- Sabbath observance, academic, collegiate,
. and theological education, and all the in-
~terests of religion as embodied in and ex-
pressed by, the denomination, by such modes
and measures as' may be deemed best bv
the denomination in Conference assembled.”

The united churches make up the de-
- nomination. The Conference 'is the ex-
. ecutive body of the denomination. It
stands comparatively in the same relation
tothe churches as the Congress of the United
States stands to-the several states. The
several states make up the nation, the sev-
eral churches make up the denomination.
‘The Conference derives its rowers from its
- constituents, the churches. Individuals as

. such should not be members of Confer-

ence. Whatever authority is vested in Con-
ference is from churches.

It is an inconsistency in the revised con-
stitution of Conference that individual
members of societies should be, as such,
members of Conference. I would suggest
that this doctrjne, which is implicit in the
words  “when the vote is taken by
churches,” should be made explicit and un-
mistakable by a change in the constitution.
I understand that when a vote is taken by
the churches, the so-called “annual mem-
bers” (By “annual members” I understand
“honorary members™) are not permitted, as
sucn, to vote.

The Conference has the power to re-
ceive churches and expel churches, to
examine into the doctrines and prac-
tices of any church which may ask
admission, and to accept or reject
the church.  This involves the right
to examine into the doctrines and
practices of anv church connected with
the body and to expel it if found to be out
of harmony with the denomination.

Now let us turn to the several questions,
keeping in mind these general principles.

1. The name General Conference has
stood one hundred and six years. When
we think of the General Conference we
do not ask the dictionarv what the word
Conference means. We know that it is
that body that represents the denomination.
11 the name should be changed to Convo-
cation, it would mean just the same body.
Before 1802 the same bodv was known as
the Yearly Meeting. There is no good
reason for making the change and the past
associations of the name are strongly in
favor of keeping it.

2. The constitution is explicit as to the
churches, and how thev shall be represented
in the Conference. While the inherent rela-
tionship of the churches and the Conference
practically settles it that the churches and
not the different societies are authority, it
would nevertheless be well to change the
constitution so as to define this relationship
in a clearer manner. The several societies
under the Conference neither can have or
should have the right to send voting dele-
gates into the Conference. That they
should have the right to confer with the
Conference and that the plans and inter-

ests of these societies should be presented
by them is important. Hence in some way
these plans must be communicated to the
Conference. What better way can there
be than to admit them into the body as
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honorary members? It is an evidence of
great harmony wnen the churches and their
agents can come tooether and deliberate
and act unanimously unon the work of the
denomination. This is as it should be, but
if this fails, then the Conference, as made

up of delegates from the churches, must .

take this matter in hand. This is an in-
herent right and as said béfore is implied
in the constitution in the words, “when the
vote 1s taken by churches.” I would
recommend that this be defined more clearly
in the constitution by saving when and how
an appeal can be made to the churches.
Without such action tuere can be no reason-
able doubt as to the power of churches,
but if this be done. the question cannot
again be raised. The transference of
power from the societies to the Conference
1s a move so radical that a clearer defini-
tion of the new relationship should be
made. I would suggest that the words,
“The vote must be taken by churches upon
appeal of anv church delegate,” be added
to Article 3. —

3 and 4. When Conference is asked to
receive a church, it has a right, as well
as a duty, to examine, into its articles of
faith, its organization, its ministry a.ndi
membership, and when 1t votes to receive
such church, not only the church as a
church is received into good standing with
the denomination, but also its pastors and
other officers are included. No further
endorsement is needed. The minister 1is
in standing with the denomination as soon
as the church is received. It follows that
the Conference would have“the same right
to examine into the condition of any indi-
vidual church and to expel it if found to
be out of harmony with the denomination.

5. The constitution recognizes several
Boards. These are, morally at least, agents
of the Conference to carry on different lines
of work, but all for the one body, the Con-
ference. Their duties and rights are de-

fined by the constitutions and by-laws, and

must be in harmony with the principles of
the Conference. Otherwise they would be
disloyal agents. These several Boards
stand in the same relationship to the Con-
ference as agents of a corporation. The
officers of these organizations should be
and are members of churches.

6. Conference may say what shall be
the duties of the several societies under its
supervision. The relations of the several

bodies are wéll’*_deﬁ’ﬁé‘d,-_;;bfy‘;i ‘history and the
constitutions -of * Co ference and ‘the sev-
eral societies. -All ought to do what. it
deems for the best good of the denomina-
ate and incorporate organizations. .

7. As to_the schools, although the sup-

tion. This pririciple applies both to corpor- o

'port of them comes:largely from the de-"

nomination, they ~-~eal to the general pub-
lic for patronage and support. New York -
State has established schools of ceramics
and agriculture. at Alfred.” I cannot con-
ceive how bur colleges, can’ be made more -
denominational in. organization and accent

3

trusts from the state.’ But they can further .=

extend their usefulness-in this direction bv
influencing a large number o1 young peo-
ple to enter the schools and use more in-
fluence in leading -them into professions
that will ‘promote the '}in.t:'erest__ of the de-
nomination. 0 .ot o -
8. In my opinion: Conference should be
held annuallv .;as_'fi_v_i"s,;;.p_i“-»__oﬁ_ded by the consti-
tution. oo .
This is important fors the reflex in-
fluence it has ‘upon- the people at large,
which seems to have been in the past and
probably will. be in"the future-a greater

- benefit- than "{'_thej;”_;_g*cift‘i:al‘;'_‘_‘_b’_usiness done at

Confereace. - - o0 Lo
As to the expenses; whiletthe expen-

diture should be . judicious, the imnortant
thing is to hold -the Conference when and
where the greatest number of people will
attend. ‘Lhe.plan-of going the rounds of "
the Associations has worked so well that
it would be-unwise to depart from it.

10. "It would be well for ‘the churches
that can afford it to give their pastors time

for evangelistic work, say two or three -

months each vear. ", This would increase the
spirituality of ‘the cnurch and have a favor-
able influence' upon young men in the mat-
ter of enterin~ the miinistry.

11. It would be best to drop the Advi-

sory Board, as the Executive Committee of

the Conference is in sufficiently -close rela-

tionship with-the churches. B
The- relation of the churches to Confer-

" ence, as above-defined, places the denom-

ination under congregational government.
Tt c'entfélize,s’"'-?--au'th(')'_i'itv “in the ’churchps, ’
where it belongs. - The new constitution
cannot in any fair:sense be termed episco-
pal. It.is’ democratic, for it provides that
majorities shall rule. "It embraces the rei-
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- erendum idea, which has become ‘so popu-

lar in civil matters. I would suggest that
1t would be well for very important enter-
prises to be referred to the churches, The
churches should not be askedto formulate
denominational measures, for that is more
natutally the business of the several boards

“under the Conference, but when an im-

portant enterprise that shall involve the de-
nomination for a series of years is to be in-
augurated, let it go before the churches so
that all people can-become interested and
act upon. it. The more people study and
become interested in denominational work
the more efficient they will become, and the
greater will be the prosperity assured for
our denominational interests. - This can

_be. acconiplished at any time by the board

of a society putting the proposition before
the Executive Committee: of Conference.
If the Executive Committee were favorable
to the proposition, it would refer it to the
churches. This would give the entire peo-
ple of the denomination a chance to pass
upon the proposition.

The new constitution makes a complete

change of authority. The several boards
have loyally conformed to the new order
and recognized the wisdom of it. The de-
nomination is to be congratulated that so
radical a transformation has been.accom-
plished without friction. The denomina-
tion is 1low well prepared to prosecute its
different 'lines of work intelligently and
harmoniously. e

MARRIAGES

CanpBELL-CARPENTER—AL the home of the bride’s
parents in Genesee, Pa. by Pres. Boothe
C. Davis;, June 1, 1908, Mr. Alexander
Campbell of Orange, N. J., and Miss Grace
L. Carpenter of ‘Genesee, Pa.

-

Avars-Davis—At thev_’kh"o‘ri;le of the bride in Shi-
~ loh. N. J.. June 9: 1908, by Rev. Henry N.
Jordan, Mr. E. Mulford Avyars and Miss

Irene C. D’avis,’_ bq”t‘hlbf Shiloh, N.

DeWirt-TirsworrH—In' Alfred, N, Y., June II,
1008, bv Pres. Boothe C. Davis, Mr. Eugene
K. 'DeWitt of Hornell, N. Y., and Miss
E.lm}na- G. Titsworth, -of New Brunswick,

4, -
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DEATHS

LanGgworTHY—Angie Merletta, eldest daughter
of Fred C. and Edwina Clark Langworthy.,
was born at Brookfield, N. Y., May 27, 1808
and died April 6, 1908,

Angie, apparently strong and healthy, was
taken with sugar diabetes in April, 1907, and
gradually slipped away from earth to the beau-
tiful home in heaven. Her hands were busy
doing something for others during the last year
of suffering. There is a lonely place in the
home, and our hearts are sad: but she has gained
her reward, and though we have lost her pres-
ence for a little while, her loving influence is
still with us,

The' funeral was conducted in the home by her
pastor, Rev. Walter L. Greene. Subject: “Suf-
fer the little children to come unto me, and for-
bid them not, for of such is the kingdom of
heaven.”

“Just as softly as fades the light,
After the sun is gone,—

Just as sweetly as through the night,
The steady stars chine on:

Just as gently as spring leaves come,
Or snow flakes whiten the sod,

Passed she out from an earthly - home
Into the home of God.

“Never the light of moon or sun
Shone on her face that day,

Only an angel artist’s hand
Could have left such light on clay.

Yet we knew that angel hands had wrought,
Each day, at the soul within.

With loving touches of prayer and thought
Hiding each trace of sin.

?

“Sweeping the heavy shade of pain,

Over the smile on her face;

And leaving the gleam of a Father's love,

And the light of the cross in its place.

- Till when the angel work was done,

And He bade the artist cease, /
There was left for our eyes to gaze upon,
. This beautiful picture of peace.”

M.

MaxsoN—Rosa E. Maxson was born in the
town of Wirt, Allegany County, N. Y.
November 11, 1861, and died in the hospital
at Buffalo, N. Y., April 18, 1908.

At the age of eight years she with the rest of
her father’s family moved to Kansas where theyv
remained twelve years, returning to Little Gene-
see, N. Y., which was her home thereafter. From
the time she was fifteen years old she was more
or less afflicted and for five different times was
an inmate of the hospital at Buffalo, where she
finally died. In early life she made a public
profession of religion and united with the First
Genesee Seventh-day Baptist Church, of which
she was a member at the time of her death.
She was also an active member of the Christian
Endeavor Society, and as far as poor health
would permit, was faithful and earnest in her
duties as a Christian.

THE SABBATH RECORDER.

The large attendance and floral offerings at
her funeral, which was held in her home church
April 22, were an expression of the respect and
esteem of her many friends. Sermon by her
pastor from Isa. 26: 3, 4. S. H. B.

The Missionary’s Call.

My soul is not at rest. There comes a strange

And secret whisper to my spirit like a dream of
night,

That tells me I am on enchanted ground.

The voice of my departed Lord, “Go teach all
nations,” ‘ o <

Comes on the night air and awakes mine ear.

Why live I here? The vows of God are on me,

And I may not stop to play with shadows,

Or pluck earthly flowers till I my work have done,

And rendered up account. '

And I will go. o
I may no longer doubt to give up friends, and
~ 1dle hopes,

And every tie that binds my heart to thee, My
Country. .

Henceforth, then, it matters not if storm or sun-
shine

Be my earthly lot; bitter or sweet my cup;

I only pray, “God make me holy, and my spirit
nerve

For the stern hour of strife.” _

And when I come to stretch me for the last,

In unattended agony beneath the cocoa’s shade,

It will be sweet that I have toiled for other worlds
than this. '

And through ages of eternal years

My spirit shall never repent ' v :

That toil and suffering once were niine below.

—Selected.

What College Does For the American Boy.

in sendihg his son to ,college may give
a special\ value to the word “friendship,”
for it 1s a word most significant in’the
college language. I have nnown a wise
father to say: “I will send my boy to col-
lege even for the sake of the friendships
he will make!” College friendship! What
a world of love, of associations, and of as-
sociates they open! They are wrought into
literature, as well as into life. The great-
est poem of the last century commemorates
a college friendship. There are no friends
so natural, so genuine, so warm, so true,
so satisfying, as those formed in college.

In thEenriching of one’s life a father

In life’s failures, college friends are the

ones who still love us; in life’s triumphs,
their congratulations give the most con-
tentment. The father may, indeed, well
think of the friends whom he will give to
his son by opening to him the college doors.

But the father will also learn that through
the college he is able to fit his son not only
for self-knowledge and a knowledge of
life, but also for the richest service to the
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communitsf. Hlssonwﬂl : _bCome a bét’tg:__r .
citizen by reason-of his ‘academic residence.
I do not fail to recognize that the impres-

sion prevails that the so-called higher edu-

cation may’ so: lift ‘the man above the un-
educated that he .is unwilling to try to be
of common public service. - Neither .do I .
fail to recognize the fact that education re-
fines the taste as well:as:informs the judg-
ment. I am:painfully aware that examples
can be found of graduates who seem  to
glory in their-remoteness and aloofness
from common: ‘interests..- But, notwith- -
standing all stich conditions and examples, -

the fact remains that a:college education =

usually -not only prepares a man to be of
better service.to the people, but also in-
spires him with a wish to be of better ser-
vice. The education *opens his eves to
opportunities to which he would otherwise
have been blind. It:gives to him breadth
and depth of sympathy with the commu-
nity, as well as increases his power of meet-
ing the ‘demands which it justly makes,
It not.only gives him a richer manhood;

it creates in him a finer citizenship.—Admer- .

ican Monthly Review of Reviews.

- i We Ohlyv_'.ﬁhderstood.

If we knew the carés and trials,
Knew the “effort-all -in’vain,
And the bitter -disappointment,
Understood thesloss and gain—
Would the grim, eternal roughness
Seem—I wonder—just the same?
Should we help: where .now we  hinder,
Should we pity where we blame?

Ah! we judge each other harshly, .
Knowing not life’s- hidden force;
Knowing not: the fount of action
Is less turbid at its. sotirce; .
Seeing ‘riot amid the evil = =
All the:golden grains of good;
And we'd. love each other better,
If we only understood. . - :

Could. we -but  draw ‘back, the curtains
That surround each other’s lives,
See. the naked heart and spirit,
Know what spur the action gives,
Often we should find it better, S
*  Purer than we 'judge we should.
We should love ‘each- other better
If we only -understood. - '

-

Could ‘we judge all deeds by motives,
- See ‘the-.good "and ‘bad within, -
Often -we should love the :sinner
All 'the wliile we loathe the sin : -
Could 'we know the:powers working
To o'erthrow integrity, C
We should judge -each other’s errors ‘
With more patient charity. ~ -
’ .. 0 o —Rudyard Kipling.




828 '~ THE SABBATH RECORDER.

Sabbath School

. CONDUCTED BY SABBATH-SCHOOL BOARD.
| Edited by

Rev. WiLLiam C. WHaitForn, D. D, Professor of
‘Biblical Languages and’ Literature in
Alfred Um'versxty

July 18. Samuel \Varns Saul and the People 1 Sam. 12.
‘July 25. Saul Rejected by the Lord ...... 1 Sam. 15.
Aug. 1. David Anointed at Bethlehem. 1 Sam. 16:1-13.
Aug. 8. David and Goliath. 1 Sam. 16:1-13; 17:1—18:5.

- Aug. 15. Saul Tries to Kill David ...... 1 Sam. 18:6-16.

Aug. 22. Friendship of David and Jonathan. 1 Sam. zo.
Aug. 29. David Spares Saul’s Life ........ 1 Sam. 26
Sept. 5. Saul and Jonathan Slain in Battle ..1 Sam. 31.
Sept. 12. David Made I\mg Over Judah and Israel.

: 2 Sam 2:17; 5:I-5.
Sept. 19. Revrew
Sept. 26. Temperance Lesson. Isa. 5.11-23.

LESSON II—JULY 11, 1908

SAUL CHOSEN KING.

1 Sam 9, 10.
Golden Text —“He that ruleth over men must
be just, ruling in the. fear of God.” 2 Sam. 23:3.

DAILY READINGS
First-day, Judges 9:1-21.
Second-day, Psa. 45: 1-17.
‘Third-day, Isa. 45:1-17.
Fourth-day, 1 Sam. 9:1-14.

- Fifth-day, 1 Sam. 9: 15-27.

- Sixth- day, I Sam, 10:1-16.
Sabbath- day, I Sam 10: 17-27.
NTRO‘DUCTION.

~ Our present Lesson "pre'sents two diﬁ'erent pic-
tures of the choice of Saul for king: the private
choice by Samuel as the representative of | Je-
hovah, ch. 9:1—10:16, and the. public ‘choice
by lot when the people were assembled at Mizpah
for that purpose, ch, 10.17-27. These two rec-
ords are not contradlctory, but there are a num-
ber of particulars. that ‘go to show that they
‘are not two successive steps of one homogeneous
nafrative. The portion of our Lesson printed
~above is the direct sequel of the incident that we
studied last week.

~ Israel was at this time: not a united nation,
‘but rather a number of scattered clans living
.in the midst of powerful and hostile neighbors.
They needed a leader who could make them
forget their own dlﬁerences, and consolidate
them into a mnation moving with one thought

- against their foreign foes. -

Some writers have tried to make out that the
choice of Saul for king was all .a' mistake, and
that the monarchy really began with David;

but certainly Saul did a great work for the na-
tion for which his successors might well be
thankful. His reign ended in disaster for him-
self and his family, but he had made a beginning,
and did well his part.

TiME—A few days after our Lesson of last
week.

Prace—In the latter portion of the Lesson,
Mizpah. (Five miles northwest of Jerusalem.)
OUTLINE:

1. Saul Privately Anointed as King by Sam-

uel. ch. 9:1 to 10: 16.
2. Saul Publicly Chosen as King by the Sa-
cred Lot. v. 17-27.

NOTES.

9:2. A young man and a goodly. He was a
man of larger stature than the ordinary, and
was in the prime of manly vigor. That he is
called a young man does not imply that Saul
was not old enough to have a son full grown.

5. Come, and let us return. Saul not un-
reasonably proposes to abandon the search which
now seems hopeless. The servant however sug-
gests that they persist a little further in their
search for the asses, and seek the assistance of
the man of God, as he calls the prophet. This
passage gives us a peculiar impression of what
the people of that age esteemed the function of
the prophet to be, namely, for a small fee in
money to tell where lost asses might have strayed.

12. A sacrifice today in the high place. At this
stage in the history of Israel there was for each
city a local place of worship on some convenient
hill. The flesh of the slain animal was usually
eaten in a sacrificial meal.

21. Of the smallest of the tribes of Israel, etc.
Saul shows becoming modesty.

24. And the cook took wup the thigh, * * *
and set 1t before Saul. The choicest portion.
Surely Saul had several hints of the high honor
in store for him.

10: 1. Took the vial of oil, and poured it on
his head. An official setting apart to sacred
office. Compare the anointing of the priests.

2. When thou are departed, etc. It was to
be sure almost incredible that a man should
rise from humble station to be king of Israel.
The prophet gives three signs that he may take
as tokens of his exalted calling,—all three of
which were shortly fulfilled.

6. And the Spirit of Jehovah will come
mightily upon thee. Literally rush upon thee.
Compare ch. 16: 13, where the Spirit came upon
David at his anointing. Thou shalt prophesy
with them. The reference is not to predicting
future events, and probably not to the expres-
sion of any coher~nt message but rather to the
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prophetic ecstasy, or frenzy. Turned into an-
other man. This can hardly be moral regenera-
tion. Probably the reference is to a change from
an unassuming private citizen into the man of
the hour who was to feel himself moved by Je-
hovah for the deliverance of the people, and to
prove himself thus moved by some extraordinary
deeds. The verb translated turned is the same
as that used of the rod which was changed into
a serpent. Exod. 7:15.

2. That thou do as occasion shall serve thee.

These signs are to serve as an encouragement in .

order that Saul might be ready to undertake
without fear the course\ that shquld seem wise
to him at any special bdpporidnity. Compare
for example what Saul did as recorded in ch.
I1.

.0
Tee ey

11. Is Saul also among the prophets? An ex-~

pression of wonder at the unusual appearance of
this young man who was not before known to
have any inclination to join the company of the
sons of the prophets. Compare another explana-
tion of the origin of this expression in ch. 19:
18-24. |

16. Concerning the matter of the kingdom
* * * he told him met. Saul is a little reticent
about the revelations that have come to him
through the prophet Samuel. '

17. Called the people together unto Jehovah.
A great national religious assembly as in ch, 7.

18. I brought up Israel oyt of Egypt. It is
to Jehovah himself and not to a king that Is-
rael owes all its great deliverances.

19. Rejected your God. Compare v. 7, in
last week’s Lesson.

tasy. By your tribes, and by your thousands.
The thousand is here a division of a tribe.
In Josh. 7:14 we find the tribes divided into
families, the families into households, and the
households into individual men. Here the se-
ries 1s tribe. thousand, family, individual man.
The allusion to the thousand is omitted in v.
21.—perhaps through accident.

20. So Samuel brought all the tribes of Is-
rael near. We are not told precisely how the
selection was made. Doubtless through some
method of casting lots. Very likely each tribe
or family was presented in turn before the sa-
cred oracle and the answer came, Yes, or No.
Frequent references show that the lot was re-
garded as legitimate means of determining the
will of God. :

21. The family of the Matrites was taken.
This name occurs nowhere else in the Bible.
Compare the lists of the sons of Benjamin in
Gen. 46:21 and 1 Chron. 7:6. After this clause

" abouts.

The demand for a king
is in view of all the circumstances virtual apos-

the Greek Blble mserts, “And he brought near
the family of the: Matrites by men.” This is
needed to complete the ‘sense. - We would nat-
urally expect that”the ousehold of Kish would -
be taken, and ‘then’ ‘o-"‘;.the 1nd1v1duals of that

" household ‘Saul, He could not be found. We are .

to imagine. that he" had hldden hlmself from mo-
tives of modesty R :

22. He hath hid: ‘htm.relf‘among the baggage

- This word ° 1s used - of the baggage of an army

Many of the people had come to
‘Saul cannot escape

in ch. 17:22, '
Mizpah from a dlstance

the people who would have him for king; the

same oracle that chose '“hlm revea]s his where-

23. He. 'was hzgher than any of ‘his people from -
his shoulders and-. upwa "fIn,that age physical
strength was. a spec1a13 "ulaliﬁcation for leader-
ship. : v o .
24. Long hve the kmg.,,:;:The request of the
people had: been" granted,,,and they are very
well pleased Saul ‘has the. appearance of being -
just the saoft of a‘inan-that they desired. The
Israelites said, “May the" king live!” Our trans-
lators inserted the wdrd “Long” to make the ex-
pression correspono to the acelamatlon sO com-
mon upon the lips of Enghshmen ng James’
Version -gives :a. very idiomatic 1f not literal
rendering: “God: save- the kmg p :

25. The manner of tha lemgdom Perhaps this
was a charter deﬁnmg the rights and duties of
the king and of . the people but it is more likely
that this expressxon is- to" be uanderstood as in |
our Lesson of last week In that case we are
to imagine that. Samuel made a record of his
prediction in regard to the conduct of the king

and laid it away in order that when the people -

should begin to - complam of thelr misfortunes
he might show them that they were - t'ully warned
and were but reapmg the lecrtlmate fruit of thelr :
apostasy. S :

26. And Sail toent to Ius I.ouse to Gibeah.
Very likely Saul was at thlS tlme publicly anoint-
ed king; but for some. reason he saw fit to live
for a while as a-private cmzen “The host. If it
were not out of place to look for an organized

body of armed men-at this tlme, it would be .

natural to translate thlS word “the. army.”

27. Certain worthless fellows The word ‘cer-
tain” is not in" the- or1g1na1 and is not needed
here. Now that Saul is ofﬁcnallv chosen by Je-
hovah for kmg over - Israel his loyal adherents -
are those whose hearts God has touched, and -
those who- refuse alleg:ance to God’s anointed
are the_base angd worthless In King James’

Version the ‘H‘ rew. word for worthlessness
——behal—ls transhterated and gn en a capxtal let-
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“ter as if it were a proper name. This gives a

wrong impression. - And brought him no present.
That is as a fitting token -of allegiance. But he
held his peace. 1t is much better to regard this
-expression as velonging to the next chapter, and
to translate it, “and it came to pass after about a
month.” ~This surprising  difference is brought
about by the change of only one letter in the

Hebrew text, and is supported by the Greek

Bible. The. translation of our English Version

is a guess at the meaning of a Hebrew expres-

sion which _as'_"zit '.St;i'n'ds ‘is hardly grammatical.
o . - SUGGESTIONS.

The perversity ‘of the people—at least of some
of them, is shown in the fact that after asking
for a king and having one given to them, they
were unwilling to accept him as king. If we

‘pray- without saying, “Thy will be done,” we will

not be happy even when we get what we ask
for. L '

We need not. infer from ‘this Lesson that it

_is legitimate for us to cast-lots nowadays ex-

pecting that God will thus reveal to us what
is his will for us. God has revealed himself

to us through Hoiy Scripture, and given to us

his Holy Spirit.. ‘Weare to trust in enlight-

‘ened conscience,” and cannot reasonably expect

a divinely " directed lot. ‘Some people think that

- they will receive guidance from the first verse

that their eyes may light upon when the Bible
is opened at random, but there is no warrant

in the Bible or in'reason for -any such use of

the sacred Scripture. .

Opening for a “.Sej-venth-day Baptist.

- Blacksmith 'shop for salé, work plenty to
‘keep two men busy. For terms write

- J. B. WiLLiawms.,
: North Loup, Neb.

. 10.45 A. M
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SPECIAL NOTICES

The address of all Seventn-day Baptist missionaries
in China is West Gate, Shanghai, China. Postage is
the same as domestic rates.

Seventh-day Baptists in Syracuse, N. Y., hold Sabbath
afternoon services at 2.30 o'clock in the hall on the
second floor of the Lynch building, No. 120 South Salina
Street. All are cordially invited.

The Seventh-day Baptist Church of New York City
holds services at the Memorial Baptist Church, Wash-
ington Square South. The Sabbath School meets at
Preaching service at 11.30 A. M. A cor-
dial welcome is extended to all visitors.

After May 1st, 1908, the Seventh-day Baptist Church
of Chicago will hald r%%ular Sabbath services in room
913, Masonic Temple, E. cor. State and Randolph
Streets, at 2 o’clock P. M. Strangers are most cor-
dially welcome.

The Seventh-day Bantists in Madison, Wis., meet
regularly Sabbath afternoons at 3 o’clock. A cordial
invitation is extended to all strangers in the city. For
place of meeting, inquire of the superintendent, H. W.
Rood, at 933 Jenifer Street.

Seventh-day Baptists in Los Angeles meet in Sabbath
school work every Sabbath at 2 p. m. in Blanchard Hall,
Broadway, between Second and Third streets. Room on
ground floor of the Hill Street entrance. Sabbath-keepers
who may be in Los Angeles are invited to meet with them.

Nattcn Seventh-day Baptist Church, near Tewkesbury,
Gloucestershire. England.  Sabbath Services:—In the
Chapel at Natton, at 11 A. M., on the second Sabbath
in April, July, and October: and other times as con-
venient. very Sabbath at 3 P. M., at Mavsling House,
Oldbury Road. Tewkesbury. residence of Alfred F.
Appleton. Friends in the vicinity over the Sabbath are
cordially invited.

WANTED.

A number of Sabbath-keeping young men over
eighteen years of age for nurse's training school,
and call boys and elevator service. In writing

-please mention age and line of work in which
you are interested. BATTLE CREEK SANITARIUM,

SANITARIUM, Battle Creek, Mich. tf.

-

J. T. BABCOCK. Pres.

BERT SAYER, Treas,

E. D. STILLMAN, Cor. Sec.

— THE COSMOS LAND, LOCATING AND IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION ———=

P COSMOS, OKLAHOMA.

'._Desi:res to get in touch with all.lone S. D. B. people and others who wish
'to. lo;cate " a growing colony with church, school and first class privileges to those
‘wishing to secure homes while land is cheap.

qu_"respdhdénce ‘solicited, ample information furnished, free.

Parties coming

to inspect our }c'dtfmtry' will be met at Hooker, Okla., and conveyed to Cosmos free
of charge: also free entertainment while here. Land sold to Sabbath keepers

without commission. -

— Address, E. D. STILLMAN, Cor. Sec. ——

T e
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Railroad Rates to Conference.

The regular Summer Tourist tickets are
the most economical and the most. liberal
in their provisions, and we recommend
them to all delegates who propose to at-
tend the General Conference at Boulder,
Colo. The Convocation is expected to meet
at Boulder on August 1gth; the Conference
will meet on August 26th to 31st inclusive.

Summer Tourist tickets will be on saie

to Denver and return from June Ist on.

The going journey must be made within
thirty dayvs after starting, and the return
trip must be completed by Oct. 31, 1908.

These tickets will permit stop-overs going
at and west of the Missouri River at any
point within transit limit of tickets, whith

13 thirty davs, and returning at and west

of the Missouri River at anyv point within
limit of ticket, which will be Oct. 31st.

All passengers who ticket from the.East
through Chicago, may stop off in Chicago
going and coming within the limit of the
ticket.  Ticket must be deposited with
joint ticket agent in Chicago immediately
on arrival of train and a fee ¢f 25c paid.
All other stop-overs granted by railroads
apply to these tickets; for instance, all -rail-
roads which pass through Niagara Falls
allow a stop-over of ten days, likewise all
railroads which pass through Washington
allow a stop-over of ten dayvs there, by
simply depositing the ticket with the local
ticket agent and taking up same when
ready to resume journey. |

The rate from New York City to Den-
ver, Colo., and return is $63.30. This rate
is good over any railroad leaving New
York City, with the exception of the New
York Central and Pennsylvania R. R,
which 1s $3.c0 higher. The delegates also
have the privilege of going from Lhicago
to Denver via one road and returning to
Chicago irom Denver over another road,
but the same railroad east of Chicago must
be used both going and coming. The rate
from Alfred. N. Y. to Denver and-return
15 $52.90. Chicago, Ill., to Denver and re-
turn is $30.00. Milton, Wis., to Denver
and return $29.25. St. Louis, Mo., $25.00.
Omaha, Kansas City, and St. Joseph $17.50.
Proportional rates west of there. Double

Puliman berth, either upper or lower, New.
York to Chicago $5.00, same, Chicago to

Denver $6.00 or $11.00 thr(‘)ugh. Railroad
fare from Denver to Boulder is goc one

way ; ‘Tound ‘trip $I6o,good 1o days. -
The Committee “recommends -that the

Eastern people, where practicable, purchase

their tickets via Erie Railroad. ‘
The officials of this road have always ac-
commodated our ‘people and extended
courtesies :wherever .permissible.. '
We recommend that delegates take up
with their local ticket agent the question of
rates and routes. - Those traveling from
the East will probably prefer to get up a
party, in. which case they may secure a
private sleeping- car by paying for the

capacity of the car. Further notice regard- "~
ing railroad matters_will be published at a -

. IRA] Om')w.»\Y,

later date. -

. Wicniam' C. HuspArp,
" ... Plainfield, N. J.
Dr.. LEwis. A. PrLatTs,
- Milton, Wis.
~Railroad Com.

“THE WORLDS GREATEST SEWING MACHINE
WLIGHT RUNNING, o

1fyou want eithera Vibrating Shuttle, Rotary
Shuttleora Sinﬁle Thread [Chain Stitch}
' . Sewing Machine writeto -
THE NEW HOME SEWING MACHINE COMPANY
" Orange, Mass. ' ‘
Many sewing machines are made to sell regardless of
quality, but the New Home is made to wear,
Our guaranty never runs out, )
‘Sold by authorized dealers only.
' * FOR SALE BY - '

'Shirlgy ’& Joh_ns‘on'.;."Plainﬁe!d, N. J.

-

L

524 W. Madison St.,
... Chicago, Ill. 77T

) SR
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‘What the Filling of the Spirit Will Do
‘ For Us,

It will give us victory over sin. There

are two ways-of fighting sin. One is the
direct way of struggling with the evil itself,
- and seeking to overcome it by self-suppres-

- sion and will-power, or by self-mortifica--
‘. tion and self-denial. . The other is to meet

sin with God, and-overcome it through the
expulsive: power of the new life—through
the filling of the Holy Spirit. The two mav
be represented by a man trying to carry his
boat along the channel of a shallow stream,
where he is striking every few minutes

- against the snags which crop up from the

bottom of the river. There are two ways
for him to succeed.. One would be to try

- himself to remove the snags from the river-

bed, and deepen the charnel. The other
would be if possible to flood and clear the
channel, and deepen the water until it car-

- ries his boat through a full and unobstruct-

- ed channel. Surely the latter is the simpler
and easier way. And this is God’s wav of
sanctification. He simply encourages us to
abandon our old fallen human nature bv
handing it over to him as a worthless, help'-
less thing only fitted to be swept awav by
‘the flood-tides of his own divine life, which
‘h§ pours into us. Then we love and serve
him not through the self-improvement of
our nature, but through the incoming of his

divine nature. It is the Holy Ghost in us

‘that gives us back to God ; not human effort

and virtue, but divine love and righteous-

ness.—Sunday School Times. -

- What is the effect of your presence in
- your home? ' Does your look fall like a sun-
beam or a shadow -across the breakfast
table? Does your conyversation lie like a
strip of summer sky or a patch- of mid-
mght across the. family life? Upon what
subjects do you 'speak with largest free-
~dom and keenest relish—your aches and
failures, or the things which are beautiful
and fine and high? For your own sake and
for the sake of others you ought to brin
vour soul into a jubilant mood. All Chris-
tian - virtues grow best under a sky filled.
with sun, and the man or woman who per-
sists' in being gloomy and sour and moody
will have his home filled at last with weeds
and brambles and briers.—Dr. C. E. Jeffer-
son in the World's Christmas Tree.

We see always what we are looking for,
and if our mind has become trained to
look for trouble and difficulty and all dark
and dreary things, we find just what we
seek. On the other hand, it is quite as easv
to form the habit of alwavs looking for
beauty, for good. for happiness, for glad-

ness, and here, too, we shall find preciselv
T

what we seek.—J. R. Miller,
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