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YEARNING AFTER GOD

Jacob, on his way to meet Esau, well enough knew
there was a God above him, but that was not e ugh, and -
so he wrestled till daybreak for a revelation that\should be

~ more than knowledge. Tell me thy name, show me thy
~very self, is the cry of his needy heart. ’ -

Whether we have come to the hour of conscious need
or not, it is the demand of every one of us. There are

-hours when the whole world, and all it contains, shrivel
to nothingness, and God alone fills the mind; hours of
human desolation, seasons of strange, mysterious exalta-
ﬁ o ~ tion, times of earthly despair, or of joy; the height and
. ~ excess of any emotion bears us away into regions where
God himself dwells. But even if we have taught our- .
selves to make the impressions of these hours constant,
there is still an unsatisfied element in the knowledge.
e : < We long for more, for nearness, for sight of something
R that stands for sight, for the Father at hand, and the
o | home of the soul. Iknow that in many and many of God’s
children there is a longing for God that is not satisfied,
because they are children and away from the Father’s house.
And I know still better that the unrest of this weary "
world is its unvoiced cry after God.— Theodore T, Munger.
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ALFRED UNIVERSITY
Buildings and equipment, $400,000. ' b |
Endowments_over $400,000.

- Meets standardization requirements for College Gradu.
ate’s Professional Certificate, transferable to other
States.

Courses in Liberal Arts, Sc.iénce, Philosophy, E'ngineer-‘,
ing, Agriculture, Home Economics,  Music, Art.

- Freshman Classes, 1915, the largest ever enrolled.

Fifteen New York State Scholarship students now in
attendance. o T

Expenses moderate.. v
Fifty free scholarships for worthy applicants.

Tuition free in Engineering, Agriculture, Home Ec- v

onomics, and Art courses.

Catalogues and illustrated information sent on appli?'
cation. :

BOOTHE COLWELL DAVIS, President

ALFRED,N. Y.

' A college of liberal trai’ﬁihg for young men and

women. All graduates receive the degree of Bachelor
of Arts.

- Well-balanced require.d corrses in Freshman and

Sophomore years. Many elective courses. Srecial ad-
vantages for the study of t:e English language an‘

literature, Germanic and Romance languages. Thorough =

courses in all sciences. .

The Academy of Milton College is an excellem
- preparatory school for the College or for the University.
~_The School of Music has courses in pianoforte, vi-lin.
- viola, violoncello, vocal music, voice culture, harmony,
musical kindergarten, etc. '

Classes in Elocution and Physical Culture for men
and women. ;

Club boarding, $2.50 to $3 00 per week; boarding in
private families, $4.50 to $6.00 per week, including
room rent and use of furniture. "

- For further information address the

~ Reo. . C. Daland, D. D., President
' Milton, Rock County, Wis. |

Salem College 2.

Salem College offers six courses of study—three
leading to diplomas, the college preparatory, normal and
music; three leading to college degrees, the arts, science
and philosophy. '
. The aim of the college is:

Thoroughness in all work.

Graduates who can “make good.”

Soul culture-as well as body and mind.

A helpful spirit.

Christian character.

_For catalogue and other information, address

REV. C. B. CLARK, M. A. Ped. D., President.

The Fouke School

REV. G. H. FITZ RANDOLPH, PrincipAL.
Other competent teachers will assist.

Former excellent standard of work will be maintained. .
Special advantages for young peorle to pay their way:

. in school. .

Address, for further information, Rev. G. H. Fi'tzv

Randolph, Fouke, Ark.
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Profit From Conference [ast week we published
Entertainment the report of the local

committee appointed by

the Milton Junction and Milton churches
‘to arrange for the entertainment of the
General Conference. Our readers must
have noticed with satisfaction that, after
paying all expenses of building, of feeding
the people, and for labor, there was left a
handsome sum as net profit, amounting to
$135.85.

The faithful Servibes of those who fur-

‘nished 5,780 meals averaging a little less

than 20 cents apiece and giving a net profit
of $135.85, must certainly be appreciated

by the people of the denomination, It

must also be a great satisfaction to the two
Milton churches to be able to give, as a re-
sult of this profit, $40 each to the Mission-
ary and Tract societies and $55.85 to Mil-
ton College, in whose buildings the meet-
ings of Conference were held.

Guard Your Home As the holidays ap-
Against proach, the reading pub-
Baneful Literature  Jic is beset on every
~ hand with solicitations

from ' publishing houses urging peo-
ple to select, from club lists sent
them, the papers and magazines ‘that
shall_fﬁ find a welcome to their homes
for the next twelve months. “Book Num-
bers” of many religious papers and maga-
zines are publishing lists of books from
which one may choose holiday presents for

friends.

We should remember that not all these
books and periodicals are suitable for our
homes or our public reading-rooms, and
care should be exercised as to what influ-
ences .we bring to the young people. A
book should be judged not only by what it
says, but by what it suggests or insinuates
—by the impression it leaves upon the mind.
Some books may not appear to be harmful
in the language used ; no particular expres-

Ston- can be pointed out as being obscene -

or vulgar; and yet the general trend of in-
fluence, the suggestions, are so contempt-

ibly off color that a decidedly bad flavor i
left with the reader. T

One writer states that magazines giv
to exploiting sex are. multiplying like
plague of frogs, and are no less dangero
because the nastiest things are said in po-
lite language.  The morbid, sentimental
works of fiction with which some mag
zines are being filled should meet with the
most hearty disapproval of the reading
‘public. . ‘Shameful stories of -adultery
of family troubles that lead to alienation
between husbands and. wives must, by sug-
gestion, be doing untold harm wherever
read; and every lover of purity, every one
who cherishes wholesome home influences
should refuse all such reading. It would
be a good thing if one hundred thousand
homes: during’ this holiday time would
fuse point-blank to accept books of. this
character or renew subscriptions for them.

_ It would be well, too, to tell the publish

plainly why such bogks are rejected. Mag-
azines. and papers -should be carefully

-chosen before inviting them to our homes

and making them welcome for a year
among our young people. (V g
Homesteads Furnished By a referendum vote
By the State ‘of four to one the State
o of Massachusetts ha
decided to go into the home-making busi.
ness for its citizens, Credit is given, and
funds of the Commonwealth are to be a
vanced to those who want homes of their.
own and who are unable to pay city: rents.
and support growing families. If the p
is successful, working people, instead of
being cooped up in close city tenem ts,
can by some form of public assistance ac-
quire wholesome suburban homes with gar.
dens, and pfaygrounds for their childr
The amendment to the constitution reads
as follows: -~ :
The general court shall have power to auth:

‘orize cities and towns to take land. and to hols

for the purpose of relieving congestion of pop-
ulation and providing homes. for citizens:
vided, however, that this. amendment shall

improve, subdivide, build upon and sell the same,

- be deemed to authorize the sale of

or buildings at.less than the cost thereof.




-
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This was adopted by the people of Mas-

sachusetts after a law passed by the Legis-
~lature, making similar _ provisions, had
" been pronounced unconstitutional. Home-
stead legislation promises to furnish labor-
‘ers earning $12 to $20 a week with suit-
able homes, either their own or rented, on
terms they are able to meet. On the theory
‘that sanitary, well-lighted and ventilated
homes for its citizens are essential to the
best interests of a State, Massachusetts
proposes to provide them, and even to go
further and promote agriculture that will
bring its citizens back to the soil. It is

expected that agricultural instruction will .

be given families residing on lands fur-
nished under the provisions of this act.
To me this movement seems full of
promise. Some such practical help must
be given by the state governments of
~ America if the citizens of our country are
 to be greatly improved as to health and

morals, and if we are to escape the bane-
- ful results of congestion in the pestholes

-of great cities,

How Would It Seem The Christian States-
To the Other Side?  man of November, in a
~ seven-column_editorial,
discusses the “Declaration of Princ.lples"
as published in the magazine called Lz{)ef:ty,
issued by the Religious Liberty Association
of Takoma Park, Washington, D. _C.. It
_criticizes several of the ten principles
' given, making its usual plea for Sunday
laws, and, among other things, it says: “No
- right of the Seventh Day Adventists is in-
" vaded if the first day of the week is desig-
nated as the weekly rest day.” y
This statement may appear fair on its
face, and if one did not know the full
meaning of the phrase, “designated as the
weekly rest day,” there might seem noth-
ing in it to fear. But when we re_membe,l;
that the Christian Statesman’s “designated
means nothing short of a strict Sunday
law, with penalties of fine and imprison-
ment for every one who conscientiously
-observes the Bible Sabbath and who tries
to do legitimate work on the first day of
., the week, the statement seems quite dif-
 ferent. It takes on a look of oppression.
The Christian Statesman is published‘ in
a State noted for its blue laws, under which
Sabbath-keepers of our generation have
suffered imprisonment and persecution for
laboring in the fields on their own farms,

"~ On Church and

and that, too, after having ‘observed the
Sabbath of the Bible! All efforts to have
these oppressive laws modified have been
strenuously opposed by the National Re-
form Association, and so they still stand
on the statute books of Pennsylvania. Sab-
bath-keepers have suffered—their rights
have been “invaded”—by oppressive re-
ligious laws in several States of the Union.
The Christian Statesman is doing all in its
power to have “the first day of the week
designated as the weekly rest day” in just
that way. It is working all the time fO,l:
more rigid laws, compelling people to “rest

on Sunday. | .

Now we wonder how it would seem to
the Christian Statesman if the tables were
‘turned, and the advocates of Sunday laws
were in the minority ; and if keepers of the
Bible Sabbath should make strict Sabbath
laws, compelling every one to rest on thg
seventh day of the week, or go to prison:

Would no right of the Sunday-keeper be

invaded?

A Notable Conference On Wednesday, De-
cember 8, the Federal
Council’'s Commission
~on Church and Coun-
try Life began, in Columbus, Ohio,
one- of the most notable conferences
ever held in America. It was the
first one assembled from all parts of
the land in which the interests of the coun-
try church and of country life were the
main topics for consideration. ~

The addresses from beginning to end
emphasized the fact that rural churches are
all too numerous to be efficient; that their
membership is too small to give them suf-,
ficient support; and that, therefore, their
pastors are poorly paid and the influence

Country Life

" of the church too much divided to do the

good it should do. o

The first address of the convention was
by Gifford Pinchot, chairman of the Com-
mission. He predicted that the convention
in Columbus would prove to be the begin-
ning of a strong nation-wide interdenom-
inational movement to prevent efforts to
maintain superflyous sectarian churches in
rural districts ;gfd he called upon residents
of both country and city to unite in efforts
to stay the decadence of country churches.

Vigorous and sound country life is es-
sential to a permanently sound and vigor-
ous life for our nation. The strength of

any civilization is best measured by the
soundness of its rural life; and true spir-
itual ideals of the open country make the
most effectual barrier against the laxity and
luxury of social life that threaten our ruin.
~Among other good things Mr. Pinchot
said : - |

I believe we are standing today on the thresh-
. old of a great movement which will bring back
to the church in the country and smaller towns
the greater power for good which it used to
have. I do not contend that the church should
take the functions of the Grange or the agri-
cultural school, but I do believe that failure of
the country churches through their: ministers
to get into productive touch with the work and
needs of the country people is one of the fun-
damental reasons for the present weakness of
the country church, . :
to advocate the weakening or strengthening of
any denomination at the expense of another,
nor have we any theory to exploit or any axe to
grind. We merely seek the truth about condi-
tions, and remedies that are both wise and

"~ practicable.

Noteworthy Sayings

Big work 'for rural
By Convention Speakers

churches was mapped
out, on the second day
of the Columbus conference, by prominent
agriculturists and church leaders represent-
ing more than a score of denominations.
If all plans are carried out, rural churches
will soon identify themselves with activities
looking toward good roads, better farming,
extensive agricultural education, public
health and sanitation, and temperance re-
form. They will also become social and
recreational centers, unite more than ever
in community beautifications, in celebrat-
ing religious and patriotic holidays, and in
promoting . agricultural contests for their
boys and girls,—all these in addition to their
regular religious work. :

To work out these ends, the speakers
urged co-operation of churches not only
with each other but with Young Men’s and
Young Women’s Christian Associations,
with school authorities and such organiza-
tiofis as the Grange. Upén these matters
Rev. R. S. Hutchinson, of Pittsburgh,

- said -

The chief end of the country church is not
the raising of crops and flocks. It is the pro-
duction of men marked for their personal char-
acter, and the development of a community civic
righteousness. In the present weakened condi-
tion of the country church as an institution, co-
operation is essential for the maintaining of ideals
and standards of civic life, The rural church
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We are not here

- homes in which they live, and who are only

should be the center of its community and not
only co-operate with other country churches, but
with all organizations which aim at the :better-
ment of society. ‘ R

Miss 'Jgssie Field, ovf:‘Nev;r YOrk,-f.kxﬂibwg
throughout the land as the “Corn Lady
showed that - S

prosperous Y. W. C. A. organizations in a
~ rural district would provide means of making
girls and women more useful to the. community.
They will be more content with farm life if

there is a community ‘women’s club such as the
Y. W.C A. B .

Rev. Rdbert»(j,. Herfing, of Boston, séid

- The country church suffers from lack of the
co-operative spirit. It is never easy to get the
commumity to work together. There are ‘many"
feuds and factions. The ‘sectarian spirit causes
some families to attend church outside the par-
ish, but a real get-together movement among

churches will remedy this condition. o
The difficulty in maintaining churches in -
communities where most of the farmers -

are only tenants was ably discussed by sev-
eral speakers. Men who do not own the

transient renters, are not likely to take
much interest in building up the church or
in advancing community interests. Upon - -
this topic' Rev. Mr. Ward, of Massa- =
chusetts, is reported as saying : RN

. N #o

Unless this tenant system is remedied the -
end is either an inferior, subservient peasant
class as in England, objects of charity like the
city poor, or a rebellious- group of agricultural
workers with ‘class hatred growing among them.
With the Industrial Workers of the World or-
ganizing the seasoned agricultural workers, -and
farm-owners becoming absentee capitalists, it
looks as though the conflict that js ‘developing
in this country between those who receive =
come merely from ownership of property and
those who receive it from service rendered,
.would gather strength in the rural districts. -

The question of bad business methods
in the churches was ably discussed, as was
also a report by a committee which recom- -
mended “a campaign of education, involy-
ing the instruction of church treasurers
and trustees in standard methods of financ-
ing, budget systems, adequate methods of
securing contributions with regular and
definite payments, simple systems of par-

ish accounts,” etc.

portant question of greater efficiency
the country church, .
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g i ing industries in the
ifts for Qur King On another page will Let us take five leading in S
‘G‘Glf:sld ::ld Frankincense” be found an article United States and compare them with the
from Brother Allen B. liquor business, with reference to the num-
West, chairman of the denominational ber of wage earners employed. h1?"or'e\(r1ery
Boarél of Finance, which every one should ${,000,ooo 1nve§ted in each of these indus-
read and carefulfv consider. It is most tries thelfolltc)lwuf‘g number of wag:n%ar;zsl
Y 3 - ', - on
imel d, if its suggestions are acted are employed: L.iquor, ?7, r teel
E;;yf)ya:ll’ﬂlle peoplejggthis Christmas time and th6elr plr()(ti}?\i:{ts’ 2(8142t Spag:gdzrclg p216ngt
ing joy to the members of our ing, 367; leather and i , 469;
ggg%sto b'll}lrllﬁllg )(;f it! what an offering textiles and thein finished products, 578;
some ten thousand Christians could lay lumber and its ma‘qyfactures, 579. A
upon the altar for their King if they would What is the ratio of wages pai g
ogl ive as God has blessed them! If all workers to the amount of capital nzivest.eh
WeZegflully awake to our needs and in love in ;:lhe fh(g]lor. bcll,lSll’;le.SS, alst cctl)gnpagerewie
1 Master’s work, every dollar of each o e_industries noted:
| gélt)}': \Séfllld ?)Se epaid before the year 1916 the figures: Liquor, 5.6 per cenlt, u}'lon, 17.6
begins. How glad everybody would be if per cent; paper, 21.3 per cent; eaf 1er, 2b3e.5
the pe;)ple would only remember Christ the per cent; textllzs, 23.18( pler cee;f ,th:Sr: - g:
i f kings in this practical way. 27.1 per cent. quick glanc |
Kl?sg i(; no1I:l gsigni.ﬁcamtP that the very first ures shows how comparatively llttleb the
offering named as having been given to labor man gets out of the liquor busi-
Christ was a gift of gold? Such gifts, ac- ness. If the $2,000,000,000 which we now
éompar?;red by the frankincense of our spend for intoxicating liquor were spent
‘prayers, would bring blessings from above for bread and clothing—the two staple ar-

and hasten the coming of that peace of ticles in the life of the workingman—it

1 1 I 1 to nearly eight
bt King, S O O any ahers who woald collen,

We have great hopes that the coming ively receive five and one half -titlunl@su(z;ls.
holiday season will reveal most cheering mugh wages as is now the case in the liq
evidences of loyalty and good will on the business. »

part of our people toward their boards. Besides this, it would require $600,000,-
Shall these hopes be realized? The answer oo worth of additional raw material to

to this question must come within two or  what the liquor industry now uses. It

three weeks, and we anxiously wait to see yould not be necessary to spend all of the
how the people will respond. $2,000,000,000 for bread and clothing 3f
I " ' the liquor industry were des.troye(lil, b]ut'tl'f
' T: ' | . the transfer of this money into the legiti-
Will No-License Cost 2 Man His Job? mate industries mentionedd above Woful_d
i | - pr ibed, is it not fair
According to the defenders of the sa- produce the results described, ,
loon one mi%lion"workingmen would perma- to say that substa_n’uglly t}}e same general
nently be thrown onto the labor market results would be achieved if the total sum
following the introduction of national pro- were distributed among all of the 1_ndustr1e3
hibition, This argument is based entirely that would receive the benefit of 1ncfrea§de1
upon the absurd proposition that if the business were men to spend money for the
liquor dealers fail to get the money now necessities of life, asdwe? ?s f(l).r its legltIli
- vhisky nobody else will mate luxuries, instead of for liquor:
sznli for beer a'nd i Y this were done the men who make products

" A good deal is being said about the for use in. the liquor I})usm;:;rs.n eW(r)r‘:;?er?glc;
enormous amount of capital invested in the jobs I}Tll tgrgln% g‘slt these 12
liquor industry, and yet, according to the for other indus ries. o N
Statistical Abstract of the United States, The figures given by the 1ciluor i ferests
for every $1,000,000 invested in the aver- as to the number of mer;_ tv}\; o1i V1V1?)r o
age industry, practically four times as affected by the abolition o ; eTﬁ ' trat
much raw material is required, four times fic are greatly exaggeratteil . T <131 censiis
as much wages are paid and four times as report for 1910 tells us that in a}chen -
many workers are employed as is the case facturing industries there were

in the liquor industry.

i the greatest suffering to the smallest sin.
ployed 6,616,046 persons. The liquor in- !
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dustry employed 62,920, or just-about one White Gifts for the ng o
per cent of the total, but of this number Six the | o
only about 15,000 were brewers and malt.- X _months of the Conferen'ce year .are
sters, distillers and rectifiers, The re- now."comlpg to a close. Qne half ofthe
mainder of the 62,920 were employed as Y¢3f 1S gone.. The apportionment for-thg
engineers, carpenters, machinists, team- S¢¢ond quarter is now due.. It behooves
sters, bottlers, etc., occupations which are us to look over our accounts with the va-
not at all peculiar to the liquor business. rious boards to see if we have fully met our
There were more teamsters employed than share of the denominational budgets. We
there were brewers and maltsters, distillers should now forward in full the balances

and rectifiers. , | due and as much more as we believe is
 There are about 100,000 bartenders in our share. Some of the boards are handi-
the United States. ‘What will become of capped for |

! ack of funds; they are handi-
these when the saloon is abolished ? What capped because some of us are slow to re-
is it that makes a successful bartender? It ' e

is it that n spond to the call for funds and because
is his ability as a salesman, and a man who some churches, can not meet their appor-
1s a good bartender will make a good clerk tionments in full. The. strong churches

or salesman in practically any other kind should remember the inability of the weak -
of business. Furthermore it requires many churches and be liberal and generous in
more people to sell $2,000,000,000 worth of thejr response to the calls for funds, @
bread and clothing, for example, than it The Tract Society should have $1,000 .
does to sell liquor of the same value, And at once to repay the recent loan. The Re-
it is more than likely that at least as many  CORDER is entitled to prompt renewals and
salaried employees, such as traveling sales- to 500 more new subscriptions, The Mis-
men, bookkeepers and stenographers, will sionary Society needs .funds to maintain

be employed. / o Mr. Coon and Mr. Nelson on the home
But what about the 1 5,000 or so brew- ‘field and for other home mission work, as
ers and maltsters, distillers and rectifiers ?

: well as to maintain the work in Shanghai,
'They will, of necessity, be compelled to |

: Lieu-oo, Java and elsewhere. The Educa-
adjust themselves to changed conditions, tion Society needs funds for the Seminary;
but this does not mean that they will either the Sabbath School Board for the exten-

go adrift or cause a labor panic. The con- sion of its field work. -We should make
stantly changing situation in the industrial ourselves familiar with the various needs
world in this country often compels men of the-boards, and having become familiar
to transfer from one occupation to another, with them and remembering that their
many of them being required to learn en. needs are our needs should support them
tirely new trades, as we have been prospered. R

As a matter of fact, however, more The Christmas season is fast approach- ~
workingmen lose their jobs because sa- ing. Soon we shall hear the joyous Christ-
loons are open than would be the case were mas bells and the merry Christmas greet- -

the saloons to be closed. As somebody ings. Young and old” alike are looking
put it, “When liquor puts a

! man out of a  forward with glad anticipation to the time
Job it unfits him for another job. When when families will reunite and Christmas
no-license puts a bartender out of a job it greetings be given. Christmas is the one
makes him a wealth-producing working- time of the year in common when we all
man instead of a wealth-destroying work- give gifts, when we all remember our
Ingman. It is better that the bartender friends. When could we find a time more
should lose his job and get a better one fitting to remember our great King and his
than that dozens of his patrons should lose needs in our denominational fields at home
their jobs and be unfitted for any job.”— and in foreign lands? We recall that on
Charles Stelzle, in Christian Advocate. - that first Christmas morning the shepherds
S . | sought out the Babe in the manger and
| | worshiped him; the Wise Men who had
Never fear to suffer ; but oh! fear to sin.  seen his star in the East and ]adenthems
f you must choose between them, prefer selves with treasures were on their way to-
worship him, the King of the Jews. When
they had found him they fell down at his

—Guthrie, : o
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~ feet and worshiped him; and when they
had opened their treasures they presented
him with gold, frankincense and myrrh.
Following the example of the Wise Men
“we give gifts to our friends; and follow-
ing their example in a higher sense we can,
as Christmas Day approaches, provide our-
- selves with gold, frankincense and myrrh
and seek our King to worship him. We
can go to the house of God on this Christ-
mas for this Christmas is the Sabbath,
bearing our treasures, and there worship
the King and give him our gifts. We can
bring all our tithes into the storehouse,
that there may be meat in God’s house, and
prove the Lord if he will not open the
windows of heaven and pour us out a bless-
ing. o
~ Dear pastor, will you not arrange for white
gifts for the King in connection with the
coming Christmas Sabbath service? Spread
the news in advance; give all the people

the opportunity to share in this great bless-
ing on Christmas Day; give all the people,
young and old alike, the opportunity to
worship this King of kings and to present
him their white gifts, that the King’s work
‘as directed by our boards may not be hin-
dered and that all the people may share
so fully in the blessings that they shall not
have room enough to receive them.
In behalf of the Board of Finance,
L ALLEN B. WEsT,
Secretary.

The Loyal Lieutenant
~  REV. G. M. COTTRELL
(General Secretary Lone Sabbath Keepers)

The first gun of the campaign has been

fired. South Dakota, as often, takes first
~honors. Her secretary is first to report
receipt of the munitions (the new Direc-
tories) for the year’s campaign. He

writes with the confidence of a German .

general. If his spirit is a sample and
equally shared by the thirty other secre-
taries, our victory is already assured.

Here is his letter:

My DEAR COLONEL: ,
Many thanks for that splendid Directory.

Tt’s just grand. Don’t see where it could

be improved; even by -the best of critics.

‘Shall see that all in my “parish” get one.
Expect to send them all a letter now, too.:

~ See if we can get things to move. Fear

too little has been done since that good

Conference. About all I know of is $2.60
to Missionary Society and $25 to Young
People’s Board. Some more $’s in sight
though.

There -has been a Sabbath school or-

- ganized here in town—sort of a federa-

tion—most Adventist children. It’s held
in connection with our Sabbath afternoon
meeting. | |

We study the Adventist lessons. I got
the job of superintendent. Must confess
I tried to evade duty ; but couldn’t, and per-
haps it was all rightt We will hope so
anyway. May have more information on
this when we get right down to business.
At present nearly all energy is taken out
of the secretary in the cornfield. We are

having splendid weather for our late har-

vest. Hoping this will find you of good

courage—assuring you that I am with you,”

I am, as ever, o .
Yours in the work,

. TiMmox S
Viborg, S. D., : L
Dec. 1, 1915.

We will take it for granted that this
letter is an index and harbinger of all that
are to follow, whether written or only
thought and felt, and a prophecy of the
grand work to be done this year among
L. S. K’s by our noble secretarial band.
May we not be disappointed. The inspira-
tion from the Conference, and.the evan-

gelistic activity in the churches, should be -

felt and reflected by the L. S. K’s through-

out the entire year.
Dec. 4, 1915.

“Just look at the wonderful color of the
sea!” exclaimed a tourist on his ﬁrs.t I_VIed—
iterranean cruise. “See how blue it is!”

“That’s not strange,” growled a traveler

who had lately run the gamut of the Nea-
politan pensions and was therefore dis-
illusioned. “No wonder it’s blue. You'd
be blue yourself if you had to wash the
shore of Italy!”—Lippincott's,

“Did you see the pleased expression on
Mrs. Blank’s face when I told her she

looked no older than her daughter?” asked

Mrs. Brown, after the reception. “No,”
said Mrs. Jones, “I was looking at the ex-
pression on her daughter’s face.”

-
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SABBATH REFORM

- The Sabbath Day

The _Sabbath is a bridge between two shore
White ‘arched, strong girded. Loud of;
either side, ' :
Down to the border of the silver tide,
Eager and fain, the noise of traffic roars
. __Then falls to silence. Not an echo frets
"~ The lofty span, nor any garish light
Nor sordid shadow flecks that quiet  height
To stain at all its snowy parapets.

Caught in a safe, high calm ’twixt strife and
. strife, ) :
A little while our hearts are holden here:
Our 1fo:lxls, like tranquil pilgrims softly
shod, . :
Halt, and forget the weariness of life,

~And leaning, find sweet heaven mirrored
clear ’ '

~ In the still riveF of the rest of God.
—From the British Weekly.

Dr. Main’s Suggestion to the Federal
- Council -

We give here the matter contained in a -

neatly prepared folder, written by Dr. Main
and presented by him to the Executive
Comm.lttge and Commissions of the Federal
Council, in its meeting at Columbus, Ohio,
‘December 8-10, 1915. It is entitled,
Suggested Minute Relating to the Value
and Use of a Religious and Rest Day.”

The Sabbath of Mosaism was intended

to be a blessing to man and beast, not a
~ burden. |

-An ordained Christian ministry is a sym-
bol of the universal priesthood of beliey-
ers. .S.o the dedication of times and places
to religious uses is a symbol of the essential

‘sacredness of all time and of every place.

The privilege and right of men to as-
semble for public worship  should be
sacredly guarded. -

One day of rest each week should be se-
cured for all hand and brain toilers by
leglsl-gtion, if necessary. L

It is within the province of human gov-
ernments to close liquor saloons and other
places of evil on the Sunday, and, which
1S quite as important, on Saturday
afternoon and night; and, indeed, through-
out the whole week ; but it is not the prov-

.Ince of human governments to prohibit ¢

1. e, questions which depend upon the case

A

wholesome recreations and the pursuit.
honorable callings on any day of the we
unless  such recreations or employ,
trespass upon the equal rights of others

A man’s life consisteth not in the ab
ance of the things that he possesseth,
m such times as ours, it would seem
a five-day industrial week ought to be
quate to the making of a living; and tha
both Saturday and Sunday might be giv
to the making of a life, in the way
rest, recreation, self-culture, social servi
and worship, - - S L

One of the mightiest of all moralNang
social forces is an enlightened public sen
ment created by educated consciences, aj
by leaders and teachers in~the fields .

knowledge, religion, ethics, good citize
. ship, and social betterment. L
- We therefore urge upon the attention of
the people of all lands the inestimable,
spiritual, ethical, and social value of re-
ligiously regarding one day in seven.
'We appeal to all employers to make
possible for every hand and brain toiler to -
~have at least one day in the week for true
- physical and spiritual rest and recreation.
We' earnestly appeal to all Christias
who count the Sunday as a gift of Provi-
dence for rest and_worship; and to all
Hebrews and Christians who hold to the
Sabbath of the seventh day, to use these
days more and more for highest spiritual
and social ends. : ke
Yours fraternally, o
.. ArTHUR E. Mary,
Member of Sghe Commission on
' . unday Observance.
CAlfred, N.y. T Obstrogmet..

Amusements i
REV. WARDNER C. TITSWORTH* =

The First Epistle to the Corinthians ha
largely to do with questions of casuistry;
at issue for their answers. The killing of
2 man 1s a question of casuistry; whether
it 1s murder or not depends upon that par.
ticular case. The court has to determin
not only the fact of the killing, but the cir-
cumstances under which the killing  tool
place as well. If I take another’s |
defending my own, or by accident,

*Parts of a sermon delivered in the Fir

fred church, March 25, 1885. Text. “A
disposed to go,” 1 Coﬂnthlana-lo_?'. 27%1”@'
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conditions of the case are taken into con-
sideration and I am not adjudged a mur-
~ derer. But if I take another’s life with
~ malicious purpose, I am condemned to
death or imprisonment. This is sufficient.
to illustrate what is meant by questions of
casuistry, or questions which depend for
their answers upon the case with which
they are connected. |
The question of casuistry in connection
- with our text has the following as its cir-
cumstances:
Corinth was a heathen city in which
were heathen idols and their temples of
. worship, and it was customary to take the
sacrifices from the altars of the idols and
sell them for food in the public market
- places. There were some of the disciples
who thought it wrong to buy and eat this
meat; and there were others who did not
~see any h&rm in it. So a dispute arose
about it. Paul refers to it and says, es-
sentially: “If you think it is wrong to eat
such meat, do not eat it of course, but
I would buy what is publicly exposed for
sale without asking any questions to dis-
turb my conscience; for an idol is noth-
ing, and meat that has lain upon the altar
of an idol is food as much as ever, and
has received no damage, nor has it ex-
. perienced any change. But there are cases
where it would be best to let it alone for
love’s sake and for appearance’s sake.”
That is, it would be best to let it alone
when Christians would be hurt by one of
their number eating it, or when the ap-
pearances would be likely to be against the
cause of the church and of Christ; for
there are Christians whose consciences will
not allow them to eat such meat, and it
hurts them to see their brethren eat it.
There are heathen who will say that a
sacrifice means worship, and that he who
eats of their sarcifice shares in their wor-
ship. A Christian will freely give up what
others will misconstrue to the detriment
and loss of the cause of the Master, whom
" he follows, = Now I believe we will look
a long time before we find a nobler and
_ loftier doctrine than that, or a nobler and

loftier manhood than that which has these

principles for its basis.

The case, in the decision of the apostle
‘about which the text was written, appears
to be as follows: It would seem that Chris-
tians were accustomed to receiving invita-

tions to banquets at the homes of such of

their friends as were idolaters. |
Now we wish to make a careful study
of the words of the apostle, because we re-
gard the question of amusements, in the
sense in which that word is usually used,
as belonging to the same category as the
case now spoken of. Notice Paul’'s words:
“If one of them that believe not, give you
an invitation, and you are inclined to go,
eat whatever is set before you, asking no
questions about the food to disturb your
conscience.” That is, if a Christian should
decide to go to a banquet given by an idol-
ater, and should so decide in all conscience,
he would at the same time also decide to
eat whatsoever was offered him there to
be eaten, and to do whatever was to be
done there, because he had good reason to

know about both at the time he decided tp -

go. A Christian had no right to go to
a place where he knew the meat offered for

food would be that which had been offered

in sacrifice to idols, and then mz'c¢ his
host and fellow-guests uncomfortable by

‘his scruples about what was set before him

on the table. If it was not right for a
Christian to do what was done there, it
was not right for him to be there at all,—
something which a great many people for-

get. But the apostle throws in a very sig-

nificant parenthetical clause—"“and ye be in-
clined to go”’—,quietly admonishing them,
as Grotius says, that it would be better if
they would not go. - 4
‘We may be a little surprised at this de
cision of the great apostle. He boldly as-
serts the principle of the liberty of the
Christian conscience, and appeals to the
Christian’s  loyalty to his brother, to the
cause, to the Master, for his governing
principle, But to comprehend the full
meaning of Paul’s decision that a Chris-
tian is free to follow his own conscience
in such a matter as that of going to a feast

in an idolater’s home, we must remember -
that Corinth was notorious for its wicked-

ness; that its religious feasts were marked

by scenes of lewdness and intemperance

which it would not be right to describe in
a Christian congregatiun. Doubtless, there-
fore, its private banquets were not alto-
gether decent and pure. But Paul hedges
them about with no restraints, and really
declares that their own consciences must
decide the question, and then as much as
says, “I shall be surprised if you determine

@
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to go in view of the case being as it is”:

. or, to use his exact words, “If any one of

them that believes not, invites you, and you

- be disposed to go.” There are two prin-

ciples, then, plainly laid down in this verse:
(a) Christian liberty, and (b) Christian
freedom ; the distinction between which, I
hope, will be made to appear before the
discourse is done. .

I have chosen this text from which to
speak upon the question Amusements, be-
cause 1t seems true that with regard to the
Chrlstlap’s relation with them, Paul would
answer 1n the same way as he answers the
question already discussed. That 1s, the
apostle would assert the Christian’s liberty

. to all amusements which are not wrong on

the plainest grounds of morality, and would

- say that it is a matter of the conscience
of no one but the individual directly con- -

cerned. At the same time, freedom of

conscience and life is better than liberty of -

conscience and life. '
In the discussion of given technical
amusements, 1t may be best to state some

- principles upon which we must proceed

and by which we must be guided.

I. In the first place, we must try to be
as nearly absolutely truthful as it is possible
‘to be. We must not make distinctions that
do not exist, nor relate as facts things that
are not undeniable facts, We must be
governed as little as possible by prejudice,
or presumption, or rumor. We must tell
the truth irrespective of the consequences
to any of our cherished opinions and de-
sires. '

2. We must discuss our subject with as
much Christian charity as possible, but in
all plain dealing as becometh Christian dis-
ciples. It will help us a little in the direction

~of charity if we will try to put ourselves in

each other’s places; if the older ones will
recall the days of their youth, and the

‘younger ones will remember that the ex-

perience and observation of the older ones

~make their judgment maturer and calmer

than their own, and at least worthy of re-
spect if it is near the truth.

. 3. Recreations are as much a part of
life as work is, and are necessary to most

people. Both the body and the mind need

relaxqtion and relief from the steady. strain
of toil, and, therefore, recreations are
worthy of some attention—a great deal
more than they get—in the way of culture
and control. Recreations may minister to

z

. weakness,
. their lives; They make miserable hom

and at the end they find themselves

* purpose left, out of which to build up man

~strength and manliness, or to weakness
indulgence and lack of manhood,
4. Therefore what recreation we
should be hearty.  Not a few people
half give themselves -to recreations
are absolutely essential to their well-being
They look askance at pleasure, and only
dare laugh with half the mouth at a time
" To be forever in' a giggle is abominable
Elrl;lt there is ﬁ tiﬁg_el to laugh and play,
‘then we ought to laugh and play. with 2
the heart. s g » “pay 3W‘lt«__ al
. 5. Life is a great-deal more than pass-
Ing away the time somehow,  With man
people, living is simply killing time, = It i
a sad thing when a man or a woman finds
the whole meaning of life in its recreations
and amusements. - You will find, as a rule,
that such people are entirely destit
a high moral or religious purpose, and th
they are entirely governed by their oy
caprices. They do just as they feel lik
doing, without regard to _consequences to
themselves or others. The result is fli
pancy,—absence of high and noble aim an
endeavor,—selfishness, petulan ce, ai
The world is no better f

upon the backs of those who are trying |
build up the pure things of human life an
soctety..  Obligations, of any kind, a
nothing to them if they can get out of th
way of them. Life’s daily toil is a nuisanc
except as it furnishes the money " wi
which to follow impulse. Restraints of
home and society are irksome and galli

impatiently endured, or angrily thrown

unt.rained wills, unbridled passions |
desires, lawless and ‘defiant tempers, weak-
ened and paralyzed consciences, their youth,
gone and no manly vigor or strength ac-
quired, only poor remnants of purity and

liness, while the pleasures of the world af
stale and old. Those who unrestrainedl
follow amusements will find it true tha
is but a step from a life of ‘passion,
impulses should be under the control “of
conscience and judgment. e
6. There are just two restrictions which
the Bible puts on anything: It forbids (a)
that which is immoral and wrong, an
excess in that which is right. Everyi
which is immoral is condemned upon ‘plai
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est grounds of moral teaching. Christian-

ity has not made a new moral law, nor has
it forced some new chapter into the old
- one, or is it a code of restrictions upon the
pleasures of life.

7. When the Christian disciple has de-
cided upon the essential right or wrong of
a given course of life, he is not by any
means done with the question. One may
always do that which is intrinsically right
- and be no true disciple of Jesus after all,
but live a most selfish life, destructive of
the happir=ss of others, and ruinous of the
good name of the Christian religion. Even
Jesus pleased not himself, and Paul said,
“If meat make my brother to stumble, I
will eat no meat while the world stand,
lest I make my brother to stumble.” Life
is more than threescore and ten years long.
It extends into the infinite age of God, and
we should remember this.

% <k * *
.But the question is not what I would

say, but what the apostle would say about

- these things concerning  which we have
~ been speaking. I think he would say about
them just what he says about accepting an
invitation to a feast in the home of an idol-
ater. He would assert the liberty of the
Christian to do them all, but he would add,
“And ye be disposed to go:” or, to para-
phrase again, “You are of course free to
- go according to your own conscientious
judgment, but I would be freer than that,
I would not be inclined that way.” A very
rare thing is a person given to amusements
who has also a high moral and religious
purpose, or who can be depended upon in
the work which the church is attempting
to do in the world. The spirit of Jesus
- is net against amusements by any means,
nor is the disciple of Jesus to be forever
set in scruples against them, but the work
of the kingdom of God languishes and is
neglected. when Christian disciples are
much given to amusements beyond the
needs of recreation. It is a rare thing to
- find a Christian much given to amusements
who keeps up a private devotion, or re-
tains a straightforward purpose in his re-
~ ligious life. They furnish material for
- theught which is not high and noble, and,
when they absorb the mind, all higher and
bétter things must be crowded out, and
the consequence is that the duties of every-
day life become tame and distasteful, the

‘am not disposed that way.”

common relations of life are not romantic
and exciting enough ; and a frivolous, dan-
gerous, and sometimes vicious, life is the
result. The more wholesome and serious
the view we take of life, the more we are
governed by judgment and reason and not
impulse, and the less shall we seek for
mere amusements, When Paul used the
clause—“and ye be disposed to go”—, he
well understood that many of the best and
purest of the Corinthian Christians would
not at all be disposed to.go. They would
be in too great freedom for that, a freedom
in which their inclination to go would be
quite taken away. They would not be

kept back by scruples or legal prohibition,

but by the very Christian freedom which
ennobled their lives. They would be at
liberty to go, but they would be too free

to go. The Christian, in so far as he is a

Christian, is not down on the level of one
who asks what he may do under the legal
sanction of morality. That kind of motive
does not have much influence with him;
and when you come to him offering certain
amusements, he does not fall back upon
his conscience, asking whether he may have
them, or try to tease his reluctant con-
science to let him have them; but more
likely he says, “No, I don’t want them; I
And he
doesn’t do this because he is somewhat
soured against the pleasures of life, but
because they do not belong to the plane
of life on which he lives. ‘

Christian people are set off from other
people’s amusements, not because they are
not right for Christians, because what is
right for anybody is right for a Christian,

. but because the love of Christ constrains

them, and they live above these things, not
claiming any superior excellence because
of it, nor with any greater show of piety
because of it, but simply because they have
grown too free to want them any more.
Shall we then as Christians be continually
-asking where the harm of this or that is?
Is it not better in such things to be free?
There is a better freedom than that—to
be so free that these things are not the
wheat of life, but the chaff.

One evening little three-year-old Mil-
dred saw the new moon for the first time.

-“Oh, mamma,” she exclaimed, “see the an- .

gel’s finger nail in the sky!” -

-
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Gifts for Missions

~ May the spirit of love so clarify our vis-
ion, purify our motives, exalt our ideals,
that there shall seem but one gift that is
worthy to lay at the feet of our Lord—

T!le fragrant alabaster
O’erflowing with our love!

Thus shall we find the secret of - life.
For love is life, and they who do not love
are not alive. But every soul that loves,
lives in the heart of God and hears him

speak. Only by the gift of our love can
we restore unto God his share.

“‘Restore to God his due in tithes and time’
Ah! yes, ‘to God his due in tithes and time !
And shall we measure God by tithes? or mark
The line where obligation ends? A
Qur royal Lord gave much— '

Gave heaven, gave love, gave life, that we might

ve; _
Gave all, that we might nothing lack.

“Oh! Selfish heart! and blind! to be content - bility and morality but who are never to
~ bil | , ho - to

With that which only seems. The love of gold

" Kills holier love.

Gold’s but the shining mask
Death wears, when, with a silken touch, h% chills
The fertile springs of life, congeals the warm
Abounding currents of love’s gracious flow, ,
And over the pathetic stillness throws
His falsely glittering pall.

‘“Fear not, O true, strong heart!
Tear off the mask, leap to the higher ground!

Reach toward the dominant heights :
Wide thought and willl 1 neights of God's

Wouldst hold Christ's hand? Then clasp thy -

brother’s close;
Unloose the fettered angel in thy soul,
hite-winged beneficence, and speed her forth
With manna for the hunger of the world
And feel the thrill of universal kin,

‘The glorious throb that conquers time' and
wrong.

And know that what is thine is His to spare.”

—Louise Kelley, in Missionary Tidings.

Evangelistic Meetings at Milton Junction,

‘Wis.
DEAR EDITOR GARDINER:

_ 1 feel sure that some word from Milton
Junction with reference to the evangelistic

effort recently made in our village ‘will be

interesting even to those at a distance from

this vicinity.

' meetings,

ity

F o

Last summer our church voted to
Evangelist D. B. Coon and his singe

- Paul H. Schmidt, to come to this

to hold revival meetings sometime durinp
the autumn., It was also the majori
opinion of the members that the eff

rged to co-operate in the |

As meetings ptjeparaEOry, td ‘the‘ regular

- evangelistic work, there were held fo

cottage prayer meetings each week besides
two evangelistic services conducted by the
two local pastors. - These services tvere ve
helpful to the Christian people, as. they
prepared the hearts and hands of the peo-
ple for the greater effort. s
The evangelistic campaign began on O
tpber 21 and continued uninterruptedly un
til November 21, ' It was generally known
that the campaign would be hard and Ia-
borious because of the hostility of thé—'gOd
less and the non-sympathetic attitude .
many who wear the garments of respecta

counted on in the mighty struggle fo
_rlghtem'lsnes,s. - Then, too, there was an
nner circumstance which seriously threa

~ened to disrupt the meetings. But b

God’s overruling providence and the unit

efforts of the thinking, praying people th
disaster ‘'was averted, though the spirit o
the meetings never rose to the height tha
it promised when the work began.
~ Evangelist Coon put his whole strength
bodily and spiritually, into the messages h

delivered. His sermons were wisely chosen
and were plain, direct, faithful presenta
tions of the truths of the gospel of God
through Jesus Christ. - He made his hear
ers think and caused some of them to act.

- Blessings, at present not fully - known |

nor yet fully appreciated, have come to o1
village and ‘o individuals, We hope this’
effort is but a beginning of a future mighty

~work of God’s spirit in this - community.

Never: ha.ve the Methodists and Seven
Day Baptists worked together so closely, so
unitedly and with such a delightful -C

tian spirit manifested as during these eet

ings. Pastor Webster Millar was a splen
did, whole-souled team-mate throughout.
We expect to hold a baptismal

at or near Christmas. Eight young p
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" have offered themselves for baptism, Their
- thoughtful, earnest expression of faith in
Christ is a cause for great rejoicing to us
all. -~ Others, some of them adults, are al-
most but not quite persuaded to give over
to Christ the control and use of their lives.
We thank God for favors we have al-
ready received from his kindness. We
~ humbly ask of him that we may be pre-
pared for greater divine blessings. In the
meantime we thank God and take courage.
. HENRY N. JORDAN.
Dec, 6, 1915,

o Monthly Statement /
' November 1, 1915, to December 1, 1915

S. “H. Dayvis,
In account with

THE SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST MISSIONARY

SOCIETY

. ' Dr. ,
Balance on hand November 1, 1915 ....$ 227
Mr. and Mrs. Milford Crandall , 8
Mrs. D. C. Waldo, Foreign Missions ..
Mrs. J. D. Washburn
Lone Sabbath Keeper, Wisconsin
Churches: ' ' v

Plainfield

Shiloh

First Verona

Milton

‘West Hallock

" Welton .. - ;
First Brookfield A

Young People’s Board, Dr. Palmborg’s
salary vl

: Cr.
Harrison Davis, acct. Eugene Davis ..
C. C..Van Horn, trav. exp. ...........
Montgomery Ward & Co., acct. J. W.
‘Crofoot salary
Montgomery Ward & Co., acct. Eugene
Davis ..
Paul H. Schmidt, account expenses ..
Treasurer’s expenses

Balance on harid December 1, 1915 ....

Bills payable in December, about 0
Notes outstanding December 1, 1915 .. 3500

. S. H. DAVIS,
E. & O. E.

Treasurer. -

For the Quiet Hour
.~ MARY A. STILLMAN

“I ask for a moment’s indulgence to sit -
The works that I have in
Now it is

| by thy side.
hand will finish afterwards.

time to sit quiet, face to face with thee, and
to sing dedication of life in this silent and

.overflowing- leisure.”

- “In the night of weariness let me give

of the universe.

myself up to sleep without struggle, rest-
ing my trust upon thee. It is thou who
drawest the veil of night upon the tired

eyes of the day to renew its sight in a

fresher gladness of awakening.”

“This is my prayer to thee, my lord—
strike, strike at the root of penury in my
heart. - Give me the strength lightly to
bear my joys and sorrows,
strength to make my love fruitful in serv-

-1ce. Give me the strength never to dis-

own the poor or to bend my knees before
the insolent might. Give me the strength

to raise my mind high above daily trifles.

And give me the strength to surrender my
strength to thy will with love.”

“When tumultuous work raises its din on
all sides shutting me out from beyond,

come to me, my lord of silence, with thy

peace and rest.”—Rabindranath Tagore.
It may be of interest to RECORDER read-
ers to learn something of the Bengal poet
who was recently awarded the Nobel prize
for literature. Rabindranath Tagore be-
longs to an illustrious family which for

ten or twelve generations has been noted

for its great men—artists, poets and philos-
ophers. His father, the Maha Rishi, de-
voted a lifetime to philanthropy and to
work for overthrowing idolatry in India.
Rabindranath with his young wife took
charge of the family estates on the banks
of the Ganges: His quiet life here gave

time for meditation and for the study of

nature. His early poems reflect this influ-
ence, and contain the most beautiful love
songs in the Indian language. Then came
a great sorrow; in a single year death

claimed his wife, his daughter and his-

youngest son. =
- Instead of alienating him from God this
experience only drew him closer to the soul
He writes: =

“My house is small and what once has

gone from it can never be regained. But 3
infinite is thy mansion, my lord, and seek-

ing her I have come to thy door. I stand
under the golden canopy of thine evening
sky and I lift my eager eyes to thy face.

“I have come to the brink of eternity
from which nothing’ can vanish—no hope,
no happiness, no vision of a face seen
through tears. .

“Oh, dip my emptied life into that ocean,
Plunge it into the deepest fulness.” |

From this time his poems, plays and. es-
says took on a religious character.

4

Give me the

~spirit of God.

the stainless white radiance.
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“Gitanjali, Song Offerings” are love songs
of the soul to God. . Many of these hymns
are sung in the ‘Indian churches to Mr.

‘Tagore’s own music, for he is a musician

as well as a writer. They might refer

‘either to human or divine love, and have
‘much the style of the Psalms or the Song

of Songs. These poems bring us face to
face with the Creator, bridging over our
hilf-belief, and touching the very springs
of our existence. They reveal in sunshine
and in darkness, in wind and in water, in
all the manifestations of life, the living

flooded my eyes, this is thy message to my
heart.” It is as if our own souls were
singing andappropriating the joy of ex-
istence. | o
In “Sadhana” lectures on the realization
of life which the poet delivered at Harvard
University and in England he points out
that one can not have joyous communion
with the eternal spirit if the heart is full

- of selfishness, greed and pride. “The free

spirit is one who can have measureless love
for all creatures, even as a mother has it
for her only child.”

It is surprising that poems written in a
foreign language translated into English
prose can retain so much delicacy and
rhythm,

“Thou art the sky and thou art the nest

as well. | o

. “Oh thou beautiful, there in the nest it
is thy love that encloses the soul with col-
ors and sounds and odors, | ]

“There comes the morning with the
golden- basket in her right hand bearing the
wreath of beauty, silently to crown the
earth. And there comes the evening over
the lonely meadows deserted by herds,
through trackless - paths, ~carrying cool
draughts of peace in her golden pitcher
from the western ocean of rest.

“But there, where spreads the infinite
sky for the soul to take her flight in, reigns
| There is no
day nor night, nor form, nor color, and
never, never a word.”

To watch the corn grow, or the blossoms

set; to draw hard breath over the plow-
- share or spade; to read, ‘to think, t5 love,

to pray—these are the things that make
men happy.—Ruskin, - | |

\Y
H“'F'

“The morning light has

The Triumphant Christ -
- REV. IRA LEE COTTRELL ©
Substance of Address on the last evemin of
: Conference at Milton, Wi. =
Of the thirty-four Conferences I have
attended, it seems to me this is the best
one of all. T have been wondering ho
the mighty uplift, the entlusiasm, the con.
secration, the love and spiritual power
manifested here can be conserved, to be
used in the years to come, to bring forth -
the results that we all wish to see. e
In .the. first place we need a definite ob-
Ject in view, in order to attain our- best.
A few years ago President F. E. Clark
suggested that the United Christian E
deavor Society .should try to gain 1,000,
new members and 10,000 new societies iy
the following two years. 1t looked for a
time as though they would not succeed in -
doing it, but .they did. This year Pres
dent Clark said: “Here is what I ask you
to achieve, in the name of the Master, and
trusting in him for strength, during the
next two years: 1,000,000 new Christians;
1,000,000 new members for our societies:
1,000,000 new church members; 1,000,000
new dollars for missions; 1,000,000 advo-
cates of the Peace Union,” etc. “Then let
us set our standard at 10,000 new societies
before the summer of 1917. We can do
it if we will. We must do it if we can.”
The united temperance organizations
have adopted as their goal, and resolved to
win, by the blessings «of God,—National
Prohibition in the United States by 1920
See the fright of.the enemy! A liquor
authority has predicted National Prohibi-
eion two years earlier<that is, in 1918.
It has been proposed to make Prohibition
world-wide by 1930, T e
The Methodist Episcopal Denomination
has made 250,000 new members their go:
for the next year, - S
Now let Seventh Day Baptists get in line.
Our Conference has passed -resolutions
making our goal for the next three year
500 new members added annually to ou
churches, above all losses; 500 new me
bers added annually to our Sabbath schoo
above all losses; and approved the plan of
work outlined by the Young People’s Board
for the next Conference year, namely: “T
secure 125 converts; 200 new membe
Christian Endeavor societies; - 125 new
church members from the Christian En
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‘deavor societies; 125 new dollars for mis-
sions; 1,000 new members of the Peace
Union; 10 new societies; 500 new com-
rades of the Quiet Hour; 50 new mem-
~bers of the Tenth Legion; 75 Christian
Endeavor Experts; 5o Life Work Re-
cruits.” “We can do it if we will. We
must do it if we can.”
done it in fhg.‘past. According to Elder
- Bailey’s History of the General Conference,
page 318, in the year 1831-32 there was a
net gain of 535 members when the whole
membership was only 3,775. From 1829
(with 3,047 members) to 1832—three
years—there were annual gains of 461, 267,
535, or 1,263 fiet in three years, an average
of 421 annually. This was a remarkable
. increase, and we have heard tell of the
‘wonderful revivals of those times. It
seems to be nearly double what we are at-
tempting to do, but I think we shall do
well, very well, if we reach our goal in our
- time. With God’s help may no failure
come through our neglect. I see from the
same source there is recorded a gain, in
the year ending with 1843, of 717 mem-
bers. It may be well for us to notice that,
for eighteen years after 1843, there were
only six Conferences, or one in three years;
also that in these eighteen years there was
- not so great an increase as in the one year
- previous to 1843.- In that year there were
717. In the eighteen years, with triennial
Conferences, there were 616 additions,
In the year ending in 1914, there were
reported 501 additions, but only 214 above
all losses. “In the three years to come let
us attempt something more than in the
past. Let us “do our best” and put forth
more consecrated work than ever before.
The world, the past year, has witnessed
a demonstration of what may be called
consecration on a large scale. Germany
and Austria have manifested what human
beings may accomplish by being devoted to
a given task that perhaps has no parallel
in history, and they have astonished the
world. If this can be done for the sake,

" as it seems to the outside world, of ma-

terial power and national aggrandizement,
by an attempt to crush the powers about

them, what consecration may be manifested . -

by those serving under a leader who has
given his life for his followers, and prom-
ised a country of more beauty and glory
~ than earth has éver seen, and assured us of
" a life that surpasses this as the life of a

Our people have -

noble man or woman surpasses that of a
mere insect of a day. And, too, he, our
Leader, calls his followers to begin the life
and the work he came to live and do, in
helping to carry on his grand and noble
work of saving men, May this work call
all of us to consecrate ourselves as never
before, and be assured, we shall at even-
tide come with rejoicing, bringing the har-
vest of life’s sheaves with us, to enjoy, with
the noble of earth, eternal life. o
That we may realize all this and more,
let us “mobilize, vitalize, and evangelize”

our forces, and “Keep rank, keep rank,

make Jesus King.” . |

A Pleasant Sufprise

On Sabbath afternoon, November 27, at
the close of the Christian Endeavor meet-
ing, Pastor Skaggs with his band of loyal
Endeavorers crossed the street and very
unceremoniously and uninvited entered the
home of Mr, and Mrs. Delos Babcock. As
Mrs. Babcock could not see their faces,
each member was introduced to her, and
cordially welcomed. @ They were soon
seated, with Miss Iva Davis at the or-

gan. At once they proceeded to give a

fine sacred concert, singing many of the
old-time hymns which will never wear out,
and closing with “In the sweet by-and-by,
~we shall meet.” |

A

- ;2 Mrs. Babcock assured the Endeavorers
“that her fondest anticipation in life is the

glorious meeting in that beautiful beyond
—fondly hoping to await their coming and
to meet each one of them there, |

Mr. and Mrs. Babcock expressed heart-

felt thanks for the cheer and inspiration
their coming had brought. = When their
good-bys were said, they departed leaving
pleasant memories of their sweet music and
genial presence, which, like the fragrance
of beautiful flowers, will linger with their

aged friends as they journey to the set- |

ting sun of life. ~ Surely

There is nothing so kingly as kindness,
And nothing so royal as Christian love.
- ) : *

You may think you see farthest in the
daytime, but you don’t. At midnight you
see the stars. You would be dr'eadful}y
short-sighted if you had to live always in
daylight.—Continent. |

~class.
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JOMAN'S WORK

MRS. GEORGE E. CROSLEY, MILTON, WIS,
. Contributing Edl'tor

Bill Jone‘;""'Neighbors |

I got all kinds o’ neighbors where I'm livin’ by
the Crick—

Some Yankees and a Polock, and the Dutch is
pretty thick, ' |

An’ there’s seventeen Norwegians that haul milk
along the road, .

An’ the’s Irish, some; an’ others, I ain’t figgered

- whar they growed, -
An’ some of ’em is diffrent in their livin’ ways

to mine—

I reckort it’s their raisin'—an’ I never got a line

On the half a dozen lingoes .hearn around a
threshin’ bee, ' _ .

For I was born a Yankee, an’ that's good enough

, for me.

-But somehow, when my wife was sick an’ I was
- mighty blue, '
Then Hilda—she’s my neighbor’s gal—come up
and pulled us thru;

An’ when I broke my laig last fall, an’ huskin

not begun, ,
The Polock brought the Dutchmen and they
cribbed ’er number one. ‘
d when my neighbor’s horse - got cut, an’ laid
up plowin’ time,
a dime; P
An’ take 'em here and yander, as fur es I can

. An Irishman he lent Biil one, an’ never charged

see, .
The lot of ’em together is just like you an’ me.

I'm proud that I'm a Yankee, an’ Pete’s proud
that he is Dutch,

» But the lingo makes no differ, an’ the creeds

don’t matter much,
Fer we're goin’ to pull together—Yank an’
. Swede an’ Mick an’ Finn—
Till we’'ve sowed a crop of Brotherhood, an’
brought the harvest in. :
Fer that's the way we figger that our boys an’
. gals Il git '
Their chance as we've had ourn, an we’ll help
.+ to fashion it! : '
Ar’ the’ ain’t no man can stop us, and the’ ain’t
no one can say o . :
That the neighbors down on Farmer’s Crick
~ain’t pullin’ all one way. :
- | —F. S. and H.

An Indian Dinner Party
The following letter was written for the
tenth anniversary of the founding of the

Deborah class of La_Porte, Ind.: Mrs.
Martha Wardner is the teacher of this

- hear about it.

. together, making a room as

My DEAR FRIENDS OF THE DEBORAT Cia
The sun had dropped like a great ball

fire behind the western hills, leaving

sky tinted in deep amber, when we stop

before the postoffice, a low, unpainted anc
dilapidated building, and from the sma
battered desk I received a handful of let--
_ters.  One bore Mrs. Wardner’s familiar
handwriting, and brought a request, or per-
‘haps I should say an invitation, to have a_

- part in your anniversary exercises; an

since I never refuse either Mrs, Wardne
or the Deborah class anything that I can
give, I began to wonder what I might say
that would be of special interest to you.
Then the inspiration came; an Oklahoma
sunset is enough to inspire the dullest mind,
All that day I had been at an Indian “bi
eat” and I was -sure you would want tc
Such an occasion is always
a most unique affair, and you would have
opened your eyes and stared just as I did
at first, could you have been there.
~ Sunday the word was passed around
that Tone-mah, one of the deacons, was 10
give a dinner at his home on Monday.
All were invited, and no regrets were -
handed in. The day dawned clear and
sunny, with a brisk wind. . We started
early—think of going to a dinner party ini- -
mediately after breakfast—but even then

~ the Indians were ahead of us; for as we

(drove into the yard, it was fijled with hacks,
buggies, wagons, and vehjgles of all de- -
scriptions. Three tents had been put up
| g as a house.
In the kitchen of their home Tone-mah’s
wife, dau hter and some intimate friends
were setting tables and cooking dinner., Al
the guests were assembled in the tent. As

‘many times as I have seen the Indians on -

festive occasions I never cease to marvel at
their way of entertaining. ' It is so dif-
ferent from that of the white people. If
there were those present who were not
Christians, we might consider it courtesy
to keep our religion hidden; not so the In-
dians., Tone-mah had invited niany un-
converted friends. As I took my place at

- one end of the tent, Lucius, the interpreter,

whispered: “Give a good Bible lesson to
the unconverted.”  Knowing what to ex-
pect I had prepared a talk from Jesus’ first

miracle at Cana—turning water into win

and after telling the story of the “big
where Jesus was a guest; I spoke of

~ transforming power, and then gaveso
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plain, strong talks, as the Indians call it, to
- the unsaved. Testimonies followed. Many
of them were urgent appeals for the un-
converted to come into the “Jesus Road.”
At twelve o’clock Tone-mah’s wife an-
nounced dinner. An old Indian arose and
said, “Now we who are Christians must
stay behind and let all of our unconverted
friends have seats at the table first; then
we can go in”—a little, I thought, of the
spirit that must have been in our Master’s
Leart when he said something like this:
“When ye go to a feast, choose not the
chief seats, etc.” . o
I wish you could have peeped in at the
doors and seen the four long tables set—
cne reaching the entire length of the house.
All were decorated in fancy colors, and
were filled with good things. There were
~ the cakes that the young women proudly

told me they had made, the beef that had

been dried in the sun, the fried chicken, the
- fruits and candies, besides many plainer
dishes. The women and children ate on
~the floor; the men and the missionaries
~were seated at the tables. Lucius gave
~ thanks and then the food began to disap-
pear with amazing rapidity. When the
natural capacity for carrying food had been
exhausted, sacks of all sizes were brought

 forth and what remained was taken away

by artificial means. It would have been
considered extremely impolite to leave on
“the tables any of the good things prepared
by the hostess. - , |

- After dinner the guests scattered every-

‘where in the bright sunshine. The groups

of gaily dressed Indians sitting here and
there chatting happily together made a
‘most picturesque sight. After the dishes

~ had been washed, the house put in order,

- and digestign aided by much fun and laugh-
- ter, a few of the Indian men gathered again
in the long tent and began to sing. The
Indians came from all directions—the
mothers with papooses on their backs, the

fathers leading little children, and soon the

meeting place was again filled with Indians
great and small. There was another Bible

- lesson, many more testimonies and prayers,

~and the afternoon was well spent before
the service closed. There were many ex-
pressions of gratitude to our host and host-

. ess, then the horses were hitched up and

the long procession drove away turning in
- every direction to their homes.
truly been a “big eat” for both body and

It had

soul, and who can tell what seed had been

sown that might in some future day bring -

forth fruit, |

We look upon the Indian with pity—he
is so far beneath us. And it is true that
he has much yet to learn, But I think
that these simple children of nature, crude
and unlearned as they are, can at times
teach us a lesson. And I wondered that
day, as I drove home through the soft, hazy
autumn light, if we had as truly learned
to do all things “as unto the Lord” as had

our simple-hearted Indian brothers and sis-

ters. , :
* * * *
May God’s choicest blessing rest upon

the Deborah class and the dear teacher as = = |
you enter another year of service for him.

Lovingly yours,
| | GERTRUDE MITHOFF.
Saddle Mountain, Okla., |
Oct. 14, 1915.

- Baked Beans
REV. JESSE E, HUTCHI_NS

Baked beans and ice cream, '

Isn’t that a dainty dish to set before a king?
- What king, and what ’about"it;?-thhe [

King of Glory, the Lord Jesus, who is

served with a plate of beans and a dish of

ice cream. o

The church comes to the end of the
year with a large deficit. At the business
meeting a committee is appointed to so- -
licit the members and attempt to raise the .
money. After a sweating time of it the -

committee confer together and find that
they are still quite a sum behind.

They come to the next church meeting

and the chairman of the committee begins
to tell of all the trials and tribulations of

Brother So-and-So, how he has had a little

misfortune this year, and his bumper crop

did not turn out so well as he had expected,

and he has not received as high a price
as he had hoped to receive, so that it is im-
possible for him to pay all that he would
like to. Then there is that other So-and-
So,—he has lost one of his best horses
(one that ought to have been dead and con-
verted into fertilizer years ago) and he
has had to spend the money he was saving
for the church to help buy a new horse,
so that it is impossible for him to give any-

thing at present. Then that other brother =

~ of the Lord.””
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from whom they expected so much had an
“accident to his automobile while out on a
‘pleasure -trip- Sabbath Day and it took all

the ready cash he could scrape together to

- put the car in running order again. There

was also a good sister who had coynted on
raising chickens to help the church, but the

- eggs didn’t hatch good and the rats got in

among the few that were left, so she hasn’t
much to give. And so he goes through
the list. Consequently there is still quite
a deficit. |

The people thus collected talk about

- stocks and bonds, farms and crops, cattle

and hogs, styles and fashions. Finally
some one thinks of the Ladies’ Aid as a
means for raising the debt, and promptly
a motion is made to ask the Aid Society to

~help the church out of the difficulty.

The ladies call a meeting and vote to

~ have a baked-bean supper. They get to

work. Each woman spends from fifty
cents to two dollars to get some baked
beans and accessories together, which they

serve for twenty-five cents a plate. The
- whole general public is appealed to to help

pay sombody else’s debt and at last the
deficit is met. Thanks to the Ladies’ Aid

- which has so generously “given” to the
“public a fifty-cent supper for twenty-five

cents, and has received enough to pay the

debt. “But it is the Lord’s work, and we

had-a good time. ‘Blessed be the name

Next Sabbath the pastor announces that

he is to be away the following Sabbath -
- and that a visiting brother will occupy the
- pulpit, It happened to fall to proud

Brother Committeeman to introduce the
visiting brother. .While he is sitting there
in the pulpit he is much chagrined to notice

- that the carpet is getting very badly worn

and thinks that the preacher can not help

- but notice it. The last note of the bell dies

away and the preacher is introduced, but
the committeeman can not get his mind on

the splendid message which is being de-

livered. On the next Sunday the regular
business meeting of the church is held -and

* the need of a new carpet is brought before
the church.

“pointed, and of course, since this man was
the one who first noticed the worn carpet

A committee is again ap-

and had talked so earnestly for a new one,
he is put on as chairman,—also because he
was so successful in raising the money for

the debt,

_Again a thorough canvass is' made w1
like results—there " is a little lacki

‘Again the matter is gone over laborious}

reviewing the straitened circumstances

each individual member who has spent h

money for everything from a new trotting
horse to a pair of lace curtains. A great
dilemma confronts the church. A happy
thought,—some one thinks of the Ladies’
Aid, which is again asked to help out. A

‘meeting is called. at onceNand the Ladies’

Aid votes to have some more baked beans
and ice cream. The process of baking
and free.zmg. and furnishing is all gone
over again, and a big supper is held, and =
everybody gets tired out, and the next day
1s Friday, and the children hide all day Ipng

while the work is being done—except

while their mothers are out leaning on the

back-yard fence going over the whole per-

formance again. At last the quiet Sab-"
bath eve draws on with its restful, blissful

moments, and the old church bell calls them

again to the blessed hour of prayer.
“Prayer meeting? Well, I guess not!
We have all been too busy doing the Lord’s
work,.  We shall have a new carpet. -
‘Blessed be the name of the Lord.’” =
It is not ‘long before it is noticed that

- the old cushions are about gone. Oh, no,

I'm not going to go over that same story
again, which by this time has become so

- familiar to every church community in the

country. It is a good thing for church
people to come together -occasionally for a
social evening and supper, but does it not
seem unnecessary in the work of Christ’s
church that the only way that it is possible
to get some of the most able to give is for
some one else to give twice as much in.pro-
vision and then pay the same as others,
and have the pleasure of seeing some eagl

squeezer come to the table acting as though
he had been fasting for a week, and then
make up/for lost time? After he has fin-
ished a’bountiful supper he turns to the
president of the Ladies’ Aid and remarks,
“I really don’t see how you can put up such

-a supper for a quarter.” She smiles and

thanks him for the compliment, but thinks .
to herself, “I really don’t see how you can
put down so much for a quarter.”
Moral: How does your church raise its
money? o e

“Contentment consists not in great
wealth, but in few wants.” TEE
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-~ Letters to the Smiths

“To George Smith.

My pear NEPHEW: Let me change your
‘question from, “What is a Christian?” to
“Who is a Christian?” and I will reply that
he is'a near neighbor of mine, one whom

T have known well for years—a Scotchinan

~ from the north of Ireland, yet a genuine

American. About the first thing he did
~ after coming to this country was to enter
the Union army, and thus become a sturdy

boy soldier for the freedom of man and

the integrity of our government. Ever

since those days he has continued to be.

a good soldier of our republic, contending
with voice, example and ballot for civic
righteousness. Though a lover of peace, I
suspect that he would go to war again, if
need be, against injustice and oppression.
He is as Christlike as any man, I know,
and Christ once wielded a whip in the very

temple of God to express his righteous in-
- dignation against greedy grafters.

This neighbor of mine is human—in-

tensely human—so I can not say that he is:

perfect. He would declare himself far
short of his own ideal of Christian man-
hood, yet to us who know him in his every-
day life he seems Christlikee  An old
schoolmaster of his has told me that John
~was a genuine boy, full of fun and some-
- times unduly mischievous.

And now, my dear nephew, I am won-
dering if the carpenter’s Son of Galilee
was not himself a genuine, wholesome boy
—so much so as to enjoy fun and sport,
even to relish a joke now and then. The
Bible story of him is necessarily short and
~ lacking in many little details of his boyhood
that I would like to know about. T like
to think of him as a real boy, yet growing
in knowledge and truth and wisdom until,
by and by, the great purpose of his life
- took possession of his strong nature and
he became able to triumph over the temp-
tation in the wilderness. I think that
sometime, somewhere, my neighbor may
have had a similar struggle with the

tempter, and that he too came out of the

wilderness a conqueror—able to enter with
courage the age-long ‘conflict of right
against might.  As it is with all of us he had
first to subdue himself—to bring his strong

" nature under subjection to higher ideals.

Thus was his tendency toward fun and
mischief transformed into a genial, kindly
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humor, He has now at hand a rich store-
house of anecdotes and reminiscences—

many of them humorous—that make him

‘the life of any company of which he is a

part; yet never does a story of his suggest
an evil thought. Like the parables of the
great Teacher they contain half-hidden
moral truth. B
This neighbor of mine is every inch of
him a man—stalwart of body, large of
heart, sturdy of purpose, and strong of
conviction, yet gentle and modest of de-
meanor. Through a long life of earnest
service for humanity he seems more than
most men to have brought his faculties and
emotions under subjection to a higher
power, "and to have acquired the strength
of one who has overcome evil with good.
This neighbor of mine is in business—
is a real estate dealer. I feel that I could
trust him implicitly as such. I have heard
others say the same thing. He seems to
take the golden rule into his business. He
is not wealthy—just has a good home and
earns enough for an honest, comfortable
living for himself and family,
earned, too, what some men never get—the
genuine respect and confidence of all men

and the love of us who know him best, .

Moreover, his house is always kept in or-
der for the message to come up higher.
This neighbor of mine seems possessed

in an unusual degree of the spirit of Paul’s

charity chapter in his letter to the Corin-
thians. Though he has for nearly half
a century been a leading and loyal mem-
ber of a Protestant church, I do not believe

‘that any devout Catholic has a better friend

than he. I have heard him say that he
would by no means undertake to under-
mine the faith of any one—especially a
young person—and to draw him away from
the church of his choice. No one respects
me as a Seventh Day Baptist more than
he. © Though he hates sin he is apt to have
a feeling of sympathy for the weak. erring
mortal who has wandered away from the
path of rectitude, He is a valiant temper-
ance worker, yet says that he can realize
why the man who depends for the support

of himself and family upon the making

and selling of intoxicants can not readily
see how bad a business he is engaged in.
I have heard him say that as a Christian
he must love some men he does not like. "\
This neighbor of mine is a may of
prayer, and I have heard him speak from

He has " nual sessions in the autumn.

'sons may be considered as those peculiar
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the pulpit. Because of his daily life his

- prayers and his sermons are wonderfully

impressive. If some person in our com-

~munity should ask me what a Christian is,
"I would attempt no abstract definition. I

would ask him to observe the life and
study the character of this neighbor of
mine—a real, concrete, flesh-and-blood em-
bodiment of what I understand Christian-
ity to be.

I suspect, George, that you and I, if

~we have the faith, the charity, the moral

purpose, and the consecrated will of this

- neighbor of mine, we may be as Christlike

as he seems to be, »
o : UNCLE OLIVER.

The Time of the Associations
Number 2
- REV. A. J. C. BOND

In a former communication I gave some

of the reasons why the Southeastern Asso-
ciation voted to continue to hold its an-

These rea-

to our local circumstances, perhaps. I
feel that I would not be fair to myself,
however, if I did not mention another rea-
son which was very strong with me in con-

~ sidering the matter; a reason which would
- apply equally to all the associations, if it

will stand the test of the good judgment of
the wiser heads in the denomination. |
There are some among us, of course,
who look upon Conference as a closing cli-
max to the year’s work in the denomina-
tion.. In a sense this is true, and the Con-

- ference should bring to us, through the

annual reports of the societies, and through

messages from the field, something of the -

results of the year's work., A little hot air,

- and other frills and thrills, such as were

indulged in on “Stainless Flag Night” of

~ our late Conference, may be allowable, per-

haps serviceable. But there is another and

.more important service that Conference
- can do us. That is, to make out and pre-

sent to the denomination a program of
activities for the new church year, upon

- which the churches enter in the fall. The

work of the Board of Finance is in line,
and some of us are very grateful for the
thorough manner in which they did their
work this year, The launching of the

- “Forward Movement” is a case in point.

[
Y

T

"Tis the grandest theme that the world eer sung—

The logical as well as the most practica
way of getting these interests before the
people, is through the ‘associations, held
soon after Conference.  The association’
at Berea this year demonstrated the value
of the -present order.

The conception of the absolute, eternal,

- unmovable sovereignty of the Infinite, and

nothing less than this, is the ultimate and
fundamental of a real religious faith, The
man is not worth his weight in dust who
does not stand in awe of God. In all his-
tory and biography, in every age and clime
and nation, this has been the spirit that has

hated iniquity, broken tyranny, induced
righteousness, wrought liberty, ‘and made

men worth making. And there never was
an miquity hated nor a tyranny broken.nor
a righteousness induced: nor a liberty

wrought nor a man worth making made

without it. A good-for-nothing God in

theology means good-for-nothing prophets - =
in the pulpit and good-for-nothing men in

the pews and on the street. Does this im-
pair the heavenly Fatherhood? Will a
true father encourage his children in their -
sin by countenancing it? Is God a seller
of indulgences? The Fatherhood of God
calls for the forbidding of sin, and if he
ignores it he is no true Father. God is i
so good and loving that he is supremely
concerned for the moral welfare of his

children. He wants them to be righteous.

He has placed the barrier of retribution
between them and evil that they might turn
from evil. Judgment, retribution, punish- ;
ment, belong among the evidences of love.
—Rev. Charles S. Macfarland. in “Chyis- -
tian Service and the Modern World”

Rejoice if in the Book of, ‘Life thy mame is
~ spelled ; g : :

If in thy thought a dream is held

f rapture on ahead when thou art free ;
Across the vistas of immensity— R
Thy name, thy very own, inscribed midst words . f

' of light L .
Beyond the vale of death and night! |
Rejoice; but as thou dreamest apart, SRR
Be sure the Christ-name burns across thy

heart. < =~ —George Keigle.-

"Tis the grandest theme thro’ the ages rung, | =
'Tis the grandest theme for mortal tongue;

Our God is able to deliver thee.
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REV. ROYAL R. THORNGATE, VERONA, N. Y.
‘ Contributing Editor

[

Many Récruits for the Seventh- Day
| . Baptist Tenth Legion
Over 200 already enrolled!

Although the Tenth Legion department
- of the Young People’s Board has only been
organized since September, already 217
members have been definitely enrolled,
most of whom were gained at Conference.
. There ‘are, without question, hundreds of
others in the denomination, but these have
been recorded definitely with the Young
People’s Board. Corresponding secretaries,
please send in the names of all of your
Tenth Legion members to Carroll B. West,
Milton Junction, Wis., and state whether

or not they are enrolled in the United So-
ciety at Boston, and as such, have received |

their enrolment cards. Individuals who
wish to be enrolled in this -progressive
movement, and to declare their intention of
giving at least one tenth of their income

to Christ’s work, please send in your names

also. Be sure to read over carefully the
Tenth Legion Efficiency leaflet or cate-
chism, which will be printed in these col-
umns. The Riverside society recently re-

ported eight Tenth Legion members, They
are coming in fast. The following are only
a few of the large list, parts of which will
be published occasionally.

Angeline Abbey, Chicago, IIl

Blanche E. Babcock, New Auburn, Wis,
Ella Babcock, Grand Marsh, Wis,

Fred I. Babcock, Kaukauna, Wis.

Grace 1. Babcock, Milton, Wis:

James O. Babcock, Welton, Ia. |
‘John T. Babcock, New Auburn, Wis.
Lillie %abcock, Grand Marsh, Wis. ’
Mr. and Mrs. Lou Babcock, Milton, Wis.
O. W. Babcock, Delmar, Ia.

D. Fern Barber, North Loup, Neb.
Herbert Barnes, Milton, Wis.

Adelaide Bartholf, Milton, Wis,

Elston L. Belknap, Oberlin, Ohio.

Mizpah E. Bennett, Milton, Wis.

M. E. Bigelow, Battle Creek, Mich.
Susie D. Bivins, Bridgeton, N. J. -
Tehje Blume, Milton, Wis,
Rev. A. J. C. Bond, Salem, W. Va,
Stella. M. . Boss, William’s Bay, Wis.
Isabella Brown, Milton, Wis.
Alice Burdick, Milton, Wis.

Allison L. Burdick, Milton, Wis.
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C. A. Burdick, Westerly, R. I _
Clifford L. Burdick, Milton, Wis.
Mrs. Ella M. Burdick, ‘Westerly, R. 1.
George W. Burdick, Milton, Wis.
Grace Burdick, Dunellen, N. J.

Harold Burdick, Milton, Wis.

Marjorie Burdick, Milton, Wis.

Mrs. M. W. Burdick, Milton, Wis.
Russell Burdick, Milton, Wis,

Mrs. W. D. Burdick, Milton, Wis.

W. D. Burdick, Jr, Milton, Wis. .

Vina Burdick, Milton, Wis. ‘

Ethel Butterfield, Chicago, TIII.

Ethel Carver, Milton, Wis.

Beulah Clarke, La Grange, III..

The Call of the C‘ountry- Church to

Young Men
GLENN L. FORD

ern Assoctation

Paper read in ¥ oung People’s Hour, S‘outheasi- |

The call to any vocation is the éall of
~ The greatness of the call can be
measured only by the needs of the field

service,

from which the call comes. It seems to
me that there is no call to young men from
any field unless there is an appreciation of
the opportunities for service. Consenting
to take this part on the Young People’s
program has brought me face to face with

the call from the Country Church, and .
- what I have written is the result of my re-

flections on the needs of the Christian

Country Church. |

I could give you statistical evidences of

the decline in religious ardor in the Coun-
try Church if empty pews and vacant pul-

pits count for anything. Different denom-

inations have authorized committees, and
given money freely, for the purpose of col-
lectirig statistics: showing the number of
pastorless churches and abandoned houses
of worship—taking the religious tempera-
ture as it were—and in almost every in-
stance the results have shown a decline in
outward expressions of religion,  This

does not prove that people are less reli--
- gious, but it does prove that there is not a

vital connection between their interests and
the interests of the church which is in theit
midst. Perhaps I had better say that the
people have acquired interests which are
vital to them but do not see their relation
to the church. Not that the church is less
vital in its possibilities but it has through

inactivity lost its hold upon the people. We -
- can not have a live church in the midst ot
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‘an indiﬁcrént people. The church and the

people are one, |
I want to make this plainer. Let every

one ask himself or herself, What does the

church really mean to me? As yo

“the word, I imagine your thoughts go-back
to some particular church nestled down in
one of these valleys; it may be the church

 of your childhood around which cluster
many beautiful memories, and I would |
- there were more who had such memories.

But stop, we must think in larger terms.
The church is more than wood or stone or
pleasant memories. The church is com-

posed of human souls ; people are the parts
of the whole which is the church. \ The

 church building is but a symbol that Strife

and envy are at an end, that harmony and

“unity prevail, that the Christian spirit has

its abiding-place in the valley. " Yet we

- forget that it is through us that the church
~expresses itself,

Let us add another C to the Country
Church ; the Christian Country Church, the
three C’s.  What a world of meaning that

third C carries with it, suggesting to us
the spirit of the Christ. This spirit is

- beautifully expressed in these ‘borrowed
words: “His great intellectual power com- -
. bined with an attractive modesty ; his
tenderness with ~courage; his meekness

with boldness; his self-sacrifice with a
great manly spirit; his enthusiasm with

- patience; his humility with self-respect ;

these elements so mixed in him, that nature
could rise up and say, He was a man”;
that men of all ages ‘can poi f to him and
say, Behold the Prince of mefi.

~ We as a church stand for these elements

which characterize the life of the Mas-

ter. As Christians they are a part of us,
but we measure up so woefully short. As

“individuals, on the last provocation, we,

like Peter of old, deny our Lord. Why
do we deny him or forget his teaching?
Are the conditions under which we live
such as to favor the development of this
Christian spirit, this life for which the

- church stands, this life which Jesus lived?

Are leaders lacking? Must there be some
one for us to follow, some one to show us
the Christ, so that—

“One look on that pale, suffering face
Will make us feel the deep disgrace
. Of weakness,”

. until again, like Peter, we go out and weep

bitterly? 'We have the advantage of two

~country life. Do all its phases favor true

.but it is a dangerous possession.

_With a vital common interest with his fel-

~ him to his fellows can not be based on any-

thousand years of experience and struggle
over Peter, so why should we not be more
loyal and steadfast? .

Let us examine the foundation of the

Christian living? Surely man is not borm .
with tendencies antagonistic to Christian
influences, at least not normally so, - Then
we must look to his environment for in-
fluences which lead him astray. Is there
anything in his natural environment which
hinders the development of the Christian
spirit? There can not be. On the con-
trary, I think there is everything to awaken .
and develop it. The natura] is the door-
way to the spiritual. We who live in the '
country are especially blessed with our
natural environment, suggesting as it does
faith, hope, patience, endurance, and un-
selfishness. Yet with this advantage our
Christian living is cold  and indifferent.
Why is it? Are our eyes blinded: to the
beauties about. us because the struggle of
maintaining a respectable existence is-too
strenuous?... Is there no time for the *
culture of the spirit? Or is the struggle
too .ezsy? Sometimes I think this great-
ness of soul, this spiritual culture, is rocked

to sleep in the cradle of self-sufficiency. -

The independence of the farmer is exalted,
He does

not know the bonds of .union which come

low-men, Neither does he know the strife,
envy, and hatred which are the outgrowth -
of close competition. The ties which bind

thing selfich ~- utilitarian. These ties must
be based on the principles back of the life
of the Master. It must be the result of a
condition with and prompted by only the
purest motives, o L
- The farmer is hospitable to strangers and -
accommodating to his neighbors, but heis
becoming unsocial. ©  Many, communities
will go for six months without coming to- -
gether for a common purpose. We even -
get .so far apart that we fail to respond -
when there is a call for a community meet-
ing. We Seventh Day Baptists who live -
in the country have lost in a measure the |
habit of visiting our neighbor. We haven’t
time to spend an evening now and then by
our neighbor’s fireside.  His plans and ‘?
purposes are unknown to us. We want
comradeship, but have forgotten how to be
friends. Hoping to find this comradeship
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we have gone to the cities. Our children

become restless and seek for pleasures in -

outward things. We want to enjoy the
world without becoming a part of it. We
want a knowledge of things without pay-
ing the price. This may be a natural re-

sult of conditions in the country, but it is .
The conditions must be

not normal.
changed. |

To facilitate better social conditions we
need better roads, better - agricultural
methods, better schools, and live churches.
Of these I haven’t time to say much, even
though they are vitally connected with my
subject. If, because of methods used in
farming, success is impossible, and life
could be made easier and success made
possible by other methods, some one whose
life is not grounded in the old ways should
warn of the dangers and encourage new
and better ways. Such a leader ought to
have the broadest foundation in his prep-
aration; in addition he should have a
scientific knowledge of farming, road-
building, and school methods. Our theo-
logical seminaries ought to provide for
such training.  Better farming will de-
mand better roads and better schools.
When the farmer realizes this, these com-
munity interests will be mutual and social
conditions will improve. -

"Every child of the farmer should have
the opportunity of being educated in a
free high school, in which the teachers are
deeply religious. I believe there can be no
‘true education unless it leads to deeper re-
ligious expression. To separate intel-
lectual culture and spiritual culture is im-
possible. 1t is a sad blunder to think it
is the preacher’s business to look after the
spiritual side of life and the teacher’s busi-
ness to look after the intellectual side of
life. A so-called spiritual person without
intelligence is a stumbling block and in-
telligence without a corresponding spiritual
vision is as dead as an encyclopedia of
facts. We need more preachers with in-
telligent spirituality, and more teachers
with spiritual intelligence.

How much easier and how much more .

~ could be accomplished by teacher and
preacher if the homes of the country were
more ideal; if there were more who really
knew the meaning of home. “The holy

service with its words: love, comfort,
honor, serve, keep in sickness and in
“health,” and etc., ought to be studied and

heart. of every home-maker.

- changing order,

[ . :
its meaning allowed to sink deep into the

Divorce af-
ter divorce, and the union by intelligent
ministers of couples whom they know have
no conception of the meaning of home-
making tend to cheapen the significance of
the marriage relation. Yet I think most
men and women are sincere and feel some-
thing of the meaning of home-making when
they enter into this sacred relation; but

when the tests of unselfishness come, the
self-denials, the self-sacrifice, how easy it

is to let sad changes come over us,

“Years following years steal something every

day :

Until at last they steal us from ourselves away.” |

- Let us make another picture ; the test comes -
but it is a means of growth; toil, care, and
pain are mutual, the fruits of which are
But that

patience, fortitude, and courage.
this may be so, the home must be a re-
ligious home, a home where the Christian
spirit dwells, The truest expression of
religion is the religion of the fireside. “It

is far easier to keep the true religious .
spirit in the home if in some simple way -
the fireside be made an altar, and the fa-

ther and mother God’s priests.” To forsake
the home means to forsake the church and
the things for which it stands.

This seems to be an age in which it is
hard to hold young people in the church.
There seem to be so many outside attrac-
tions, which are not so apparently wicked,
but which, if participated in, will draw us
away from the keeping power of the Chris-
tian religion. We do not have time, nor

are the conditions favorable, for reflection

upon the true meaning of life. We live
in a fast age and the glamour of it all
makes it hard for us to see the real mean-
ing through the confusion of a constantly
T believe there are few
who deliberately plan to oppose Christian
influences. We younger folks need to
‘know the way that leads to the joy and
peace of living in the service of the Mas-
ter.  We need to know that any service
which the world needs and which, when
rendered rightly will make the world 2
safer and a saner place in which to live, 1
service for the Master. The dignity of
the labor when we are co-workers with him
will bring us the peace of Jesus Christ—
the peace which comes not through some

mystical contemplation or vague expert

- -price of this spirit,
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“ence, but by our sharing the spirit of the
Master, by the earnest following of duty,
the noble facing of responsibility, the bol
confronting of difficulties, the quiet enduﬁ
ance of persecution, the brave carrying of
sorrow, and the prayerful sanctifying of

~our joys. The way of the cross is the

Rest can only follow

labor. The overcoming of eutward things

is by the condition of the inward. The

reign of Jesus must come through the

power of love and service.  This reign
must be brought about by preacher, teacher,
lawyer, farmer—in fact, every individual
must be included. Perhaps the greatest

- task, and with the task the greatest oppor-
He is the

tunity, comes to the preacher.
pointer of the way. The several occupa-
‘tions and different view points of other
men, narrowed into the channel of their
own imterests, make it impossible for them
to see the whole of life. They may lead
men 1n a profession like their own, but to
advise and lead all men they are incom-
petent and unsafe. The minister in these
times must know all of life. He is asked
to be pastor of all people. The call from
the Country Church is a call for young
men with special preparation for service in
this field. The business of being a Chris-

- tian is the same business everywhere, but
- the conditions which make it,a successful

business are not the same in every place.
So to be a leader in the Christian life any-
where the preparation must be broad, deep,
and thorough; and in addition the leader
should be a specialist in the kind of work
the field needs. But in every field the
greatest need is for men who will point
men to Jesus by their own life, who know

‘the bypaths leading to the suppression of

his spirit-and can warn men of this way ;
who can help bring the home, and the
school in the church, and the church to a
deeper appreciation of its mission: men
who, like Jesus, go about doing good.

- The Indignation of Qur Master
REVA VAN HORN
Paper read at the Annual Meetin, |
th
Churches of Iowa g of the
I think, without doubt, we picture Jesus
with a wan, sad face, his actions emphasiz-

Ing meekness and humility, and quiet

Peacefulness as the dominant quality of his
character, | | |

Wrath is a part of every éhéractéf?s'

equipment, even of the greatest characters.

Was- Jesus ever wrathful? Yes, he was.
I will try to mention a few times when
his indignation was aroused. Jesus was -
indignant at the selfishness of Dives. Per-
haps the excuse Dives made for himgelf
was that he did not cause Lazarus’ poﬁé&yb'
and that, therefore, he was not .respoirlsible) n
for it, o T
If we see some one in trouble and do
not make an'effort to help him out, does
not Jesus consider us partners with the one
who caused the trouble? B

.Let us ask ourselves this queStion_: “Am .
I doing all in my power to make the moral

life of my community the best possible?
I think if more of us would put this ques-
tion to ourselves we would realize how we
need to try harder to raise the standard

- of our community, Stop and think, What -

P

can | do to help? |
Another time when Jesus’ indignation
was aroused was when he entered the syna-

gogue and found the money changers mis;

using the house of God. Jesus’ indigna-3
tion ‘was aroused until he even used a whip %:
of cords to drive the money changers out.

Why are we so often ashamed of our :

outbursts pf anger? Don’t yoir think it is
because our wrath is altogether selfish? .J
do. Was Jesus’ wrath ever selfish? Was

his indignation ever aroused except over
Paul says: “Be ye angry and sin =~

others?
not.” What does that mean? ~ Perhaps
some of you know. I will not endeavor to -
answer that question. T ISR

I am attending the Y, W. C.-A. confer-
ence at present. The other evening I
passed a group of five or six girls. My
attention was drawn in particular to a girl .
who was bent on leading another girl to a

public dance in a town somewhere near by =
- —I do not remember its name. rest

_ v The rest
of the group were thoroughly aroused and

angry. Finally a very indignant girl spoke
out to the tempter, “You go immediately

and don’t let me catch you coaxing Anna
to any more dances or anything of the
kind.” ' ‘
girls showed ever calls for remorse.
I wonder if Jesus were to walk into
Welton, Garwin, Marion, or any of our
home towns, would there be anvthino in
our social lives that would cause the Mas-

I wonder if such anger as those
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ter’s indignation to rise as it did when h
went among the Pharisees. |

~ Jesus never was selfishly indignant.

Never let your indignation rise except for
the sake of others, is the simple thought I
wish to leave with you.

Welton, Ia.

The Up Grade

REV. WILLIAM M., SIMPSON

Christian Endeavor Topic for December 25, 1915

Daily Readings.

Sunday—Reject unworthy things (Matt. 5: 29-30)
Monday—Attention to good (Titus 3: 8)
Tuesday—Meditation (1 Tim. 4: 13-16)
Wednesday—Prayer (Jas. 1: 1-8)
Thursday—Following Christ (Rev. 14: 4)
Friday—Conserving gains (Rev. 3: 10-12)
Sabbath Day—How to keep on the up grade

- (Phil. 3: 12-16). (New Year's meeting)

Paul was past middle life, but still in
the race. Forgetting the “On the mark,
get set, go,” and the hallooing at the by-

- standers, and the fatigue from the race, -

he was still running; the goal was not yet
attained. Has your society reached the
goal set by the Young People’s Board?
Keep a-going. This is a three-year cam-
paign.  Keep in training, This is not
merely a forty-yard dash.  There will

- -probably be something to run for after the

three-year mark has been reached.

The sprinter’s posture is not one of equi-
librium to one standing still. The force
spent in running is what keeps him from
pitching headlong. So do .not try to look
as if you are going when you are stand-
ing still. If you do you will fall. Spend
‘your energies in sending your body towards
the goal. It is up grade all the way.

There are two essentials to keeping on the*

up gradeeenergy and direction.

What habits lead up grade? _Down
-grade? _ _

What are some of the benefits of the dif-
ficult up grade way? What are some of
‘the dangers of the down grade?
- How can we keep in training for the up-
-ward race?

Who wins in the race?

What is the “prize of the high calling of
‘God in Christ Jesus”?
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Milton Junction News Notes
November is the Thanksgiving month,

ciety are very thankful for the many good
things that have come to them.

Union Thanksgiving services were held
in our church Thanksgiving night, and al-
though we were treated to a hard thunder
shower, there were about fifty people pres-
ent to enjoy a most helpful sermon by Rey.
Mr. Millar, pastor of the M. E. church,
At the close of the sermon he asked the
people to tell just one thing for which they
were thankful. Thirty took part, and it

was indeed a fitting close for Thanksgiv-
ing Day.

The Junior Christian Endeavor society

remembered the poor on Thanksgiving eve
with good things to eat and some clothing,

The Good Literature Committee has sent
a box of papers to the Fouke School.

The union revival meetings closed on

November 21. Several are ready to offer
themselves for baptism and church mem-
bership. The union meetings of the Ep-

worth TLeague and Christian Endeavor

have been helpful to the young people.

Preparations are being made by the . |
Sabbath school for “A White Gift for the

King” Christmas exercise.

A mission study class is being organized.‘.‘{
The members will use “The New Era vin_liz

Asia,” by George Sherwood Eddy,

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY.

Milton Junction, Wis. |

Do you believe in nailing up a horseshoe
on your house for good luck? If you do,

you're up to the standards of the heathen
who lived in Ur of the Chaldees when God

called Abram out of that land because he
had something better for him. Archeology
has dug up the Chaldean clay substitute for
the luck-bringing horseshoe.

Dr. Melvin Grove Kyle, one of the best

known of the archeologists, writes every
month in the Sunday School Times a re-

view of the latest archeological discoveries
and their bearing on Bible truth. This is
a sample of the many notable discoveries
that are constantly being made by the ar-
cheologists,—the men who dig up ancient
records in Bible lands. A specimen copy
of the Sunday School Times containing one

of these interesting and informing articles -

will be sent on receipt of a postcard re-

and our church and Christian Endeavor So-

. waiters. -
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quest addressed to The Sunday School

~Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street,
‘Philadelphia, Pa. -

Home News

WESTERLY, R. I.—The gentlemen of the
Pawcatuck Seventh Day Baptist Church
served an oyster-stew supper last evening
in the vestry of the church on Main Street,
The church vestry was crowded at the sup-
per hour and the seats at the tables were
soon filled. It was necessary to reset the
tables, as there were 175 people served.

- A. H. Langworthy was at his old post as

chef, and he had an efficient staff of assist-
ants in the kitchen. William H. Browning
was in charge of the force of about 20
Only the highest praise was
heard of the supper. .
- The sale of fancy articles .and candy
conducted by the ladies of the church
proved to be a great success. The booths
and tables were appropriately decorated
for the occasion and filled with an array
of attractive gifts and useful articles, while
the candy corner, with its pleasing variety
of homemade candies, was very popular.

It is estimated that over $225 was cleared

from the supper and the sale of fancy work
and candy. |

Mimron, Wis.—A total sum of $51 was

- given by the students to the World Stu-

dent Federation, which will go towards
making up a Christmas gift for the stu-
dents of the warring nations. _
was raised as a result of an appeal sent by
John R. Mott to the local Y. M. C. A,
which appeal was responded to very lib-

~ erally and with more or less sacrifice on

the part of the students.
The Christian organizations are very

- grateful to all who gave, and hope that

they will receive as much blessing as the

~unfortunate students to whom it goes.—

Milton College Review. :
| . i
MiLton Juncrion, Wis—]J. S. Nelson

accompanied Rev. D. B. Coon to New Au-

burn, Wis,, last Thursday evening, where
he will take charge of the singing in the

Tevival meetings Rev. Mr. Coon will con-
~duct there,

Professor Paul Schmidt, who
fprmer]y had charge of the singing, has. re-

signed for the present.—Milton Journal-
Telephone, |

‘morning,

This gift

ApaMs CENTER, N. Y.—It is not becaus
we do not enjoy the Home News depart-
ment of the RECORDER that something does
not appear more frequently from Adams.
Center, but we have been enjoving, so
much, the reports of Conference and the .
:associations that we did not wish to crowd
out any such matter with something of less
interest. - o

The services of the church are main-
tained with a good degree of interest. Iso-

lated as we are from the other churches

of the denomination, we miss many of the
good things they enjoy, but we are glad to .
report that some of these good things have :
been coming our way of late. Dr. S. C.

Maxson, of Utica, was with us November

13. He addressed a men’s meeting on
Sabbath evening, and spoke on Sabbath
| The follow1
Davis, of Alfred, preach
us a lecture the evenin
An event that is lq |
a great deal of intgglst is the annual har- -
vest supper and sale given by the ladies of
the . church.

b

largely attended.

to be held at the homes of those living in i
the country. o RS
Seven years ago the town of Adams
voted no license by a small majority, either
25 or 27, and has remained dry since them.
The hotel-keepers sticceeded in having the
question submitted to the people at our last
election and all four propositions were
voted down by about 4 to 1. The majority
this. year was 450, much more than we

had even dared t hope for. No doubt it

will be some time before it is again brought
before the people. T S

Several of our people were in Syracuse

on November 30 to. hear Billy' Sunday.

‘At present we are having nice winter =
weather, with the snow from one to two
feet deep. Sleighing fine, W. P J..

—

The man who won’t keep his promises to

you is just the sort of a man who will:'

get mad if you don’t keep yours to him— -
The Christian;_Herald. LT e

_week ' President
and also gave -

ter the Sabbath.

d Yorward to with -

J This was held in Grange
Hall on the evening of October 12 and was.
It was a success in a =
social way and also financially, as the ladies
added upwards of $70 to their treasury.' _’
In addition to the teas and thimble socials "
which they hold, they have planned five
day socials, to which the men are invited, -
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CHILDREN’S PAGE

The “T. M. T’s”
ANGELINE ABBEY

Mary Martha had invited nine of her
friends to come to her home for “some-
thing very special.” She had asked them,
~ “Please do not dress up,” and they had
come with clean hands and faces, newly
combed hair, and neatly attired in fresh
gowns of gingham or percale. |

“I didn’t dress up, but I just had to
“change my gown, for I had been playing in
“the sand all the morning,” explained Gene-
vieve Johnson, who was apt to apologize
for many things which others would not
mention.

- The other girls smiled sympathetically,
and looked conscious, as though they had
~all gone through the same experience.

“Just - changing our dress when it is
soiled, isn’t ‘dressing up,’” replied Mary
Martha., “I am glad you all have on clean
dresses, for I have asked you here to talk
of business for the King, and I think we
]ihould be neat and tidy to show respect to
im, ,

“First of all, I think we ought to pray.
We need our heavenly Father with us to
guide us in making plans for his work.
Will you all please join with me in praying
the Lord’s Prayer?” |

All knelt down and repeated the Lord’s
Prayer reverently, after which Mary Mar-
tha made a short prayer:

- “Dear Father, guide us in our plans to-
- day. Help us not to make mistakes. Grant

that we may be able to do something to

help to bring thy kingdem upon earth.
Forgive us our sins for Jesus’ sake. Amen.”

At the close of the prayer, she said:
“Girls, I've been thinking, ever since the
Conference, of what that minister said
about tithing, and I've come to the con-
clusion that T ought to practice it. Just
- as soon as I made up my mind to do it I
“thought of the rest of the class, and I won-
dered if some of you wouldn’t like to tithe
too, so I asked you to come here to talk
about it, and see if we couldn’t organize
a club.”

“Capital!” said Nellie Gowen. “I’'m in
- for it. T think that will be just fine!”

“Why, what do we have to tithe? We

haven’t any money or income.” This from
Ora Reynolds, a very practical little girl,

“Well,” said Genevieve, “Grace and T

have an allowance for candy, gum, and

other little things, and I am sure we ought
to be willing to spare part of that, to help
bring in the kingdom.”

Here Rose White, who had often sajd
she wanted to. be a foreign missionary,
spoke up: “I do not think it is right to buy

very much candy and gum, anyway, when

people in the cities and foreign countries
are starving for real food. One thing that
mimster said I haven’t been able to for-

get. It keeps coming over in my mind,

He said the people of the United States

‘'spent, in one year, twelve million dollars

for foreign missions, and thirteen million

dollars for chewing gum, and then asked, .

‘Do the people care more for the working

of their jaws than they do for saving the

lost?’

“I guess the most of us do have more

gum and candy than we need. We might

buy less, and give that little to missions.
It wouldn’t be much, but maybe it would

help some,” said Nellie Gowen.

“Of course it would help,” said Mary

Martha. “If ten of us pay five cents a
week, that would be fifty cents from all,
and would be twenty-six dollars in a year.”

“Let’s do it, girls,—but T don’t know as
my father would give me the same money -

if he knew I was going to send it to some
foreign country, He doesn’t go to church,

and he laughs at mother for going to the
Missionary Society,” said Rose.

“Oh, he laughs, does he?” said Kittie
Jones, who hadn’t spoken before. “Then
he’ll be easy to manage. I’'m not afraid
of people’s laughs.
I'm afraid of. T think if you tell your
father all about it, he won’t care.”

“It's just this way, girls,” said Mary
Martha, “I think we all spend more money

than we realize. If we have a dollar, can
we not spare ten cents of it for God’s king-
dom? If we have a dime, can we not

spare one cent of it, and get along with

nine cents’ worth of candy? :
“Shall we start a tithing club? All who
are in favor of it, and want to join, please
stand up.” |
Mary Martha was standing. Eight of
the other girls immediately rose to their
feet. Only Lily Jackman, a pale, sober

little girl, kept her seat. The others Iooked‘

~ badges.

It’s their frowns that
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at her, and her face got just a little rosy

as she said:
“Girls, I am sorry, but I don’t have any
money—I] just don’t have any-at all!”
“That doesn’t make any difference. You
can give a tenth of what you do have.

You can do other little things to help bring

in the kingdom—Ilots of little things. Don’t
you remember what our Sabbath-school
teacher said about our being stewards of
the money, time, and talents which God
has given us? You could probably give

a tenth of your time to doing good—we

all could—and maybe if you would pray
for it, God would send you some money.
We want you to join, if you believe in this,
anyhow,” answered Mary Martha. ~
“All right, I'd love to help,”said Lily,
getting up. | |
“Now,” continued Mary Martha, “what
shall we call ourselves?” o
- “‘The Tenth Legion’ is the Christian En-
deavor name, but I think we want some-
thing different, don’t we?” ventured Mil-
dred Monroe, a thoughtful little girl who
had not spoken before. “How would ‘Ten
Tithers’ do?” - |
“That would be nice, and have the let-
ters “T. T.” painted or embroidered on some
My brother paints beautifully.
Maybe he would put the letters on for us,”
said Genevieve, B
“That would be fine, but don’t you think,

girls, that we ought to have something about

missionary in our name?” asked Nellie.

- “Yes,” “Oh, yes!” “Of course!” answer-

ed several girls at once.

“How would ‘Ten Missionary Tithers’

do, and have the letters ‘T. M. T.’?” asked
Lily Jackman. -
“I think that is as good a name as we

- could get, and I make a motion that we
~adopt that name,” said Kittie.

“Second the motion!” promptly spoke
Nelfie. - | -

“The motion is,” said Mary Martha,
“that we adopt the name, ‘Ten Missionary
Tithers’ All in favor, please raise the
right hand.” , '

Nine girls voted.

“The vote is unanimous. You know the
chair doesn’t usually vote,” explained Mary

Martha, - “Now who will we have for

president ?”
Every one

Bowen!”

Genevieve Johnson stood up.

shouted, “Mary Martha
“I&t,s

have a regular motion and vote. I will =
put it, as it might be embarrassing to Mary
Martha.” | R

A motion was promptly moved and sec-
onded. 1
think some one else would make a better
president.” : .

“I don’t,” said Mildred. “You are just

the one, because you thought of it. You
‘have plans for the club, probably. You.

will be a good leader.”

o e et it et
anyhow, and help us get started,” said

Grace Gordon, who was Genevieve’s chum. |
‘The vote was unanimous for Mary Mar--

tha Bowen to become the president of the
“Ten Missionary Tithers.”
and treasurer were next elected. “Then
Should
they pay a nickel or a penny at each meet- -
ing? One of the girls said she thought it

A secretary

the question. of dues came up.

would be better to take up a collection at

each meeting, paying as they could ; adding, :
“Sometimes we might not have it, and then

we would be getting in debt, if we had
regular dues.” - e
Every one seemed to be thinking of Lily
Jackman ; but all studiously looked in other
directions, L e
“I think the collection should not come
out of our regular tithe, but be extra,” said
Mary Pratt, a very generous little girl.
“So do I,” said Nellie. “Wouldn't it
be a good plan to have some banks to put
our tithes in, and open them in about three
months ?” / o
Genevieve asked: “Why not have some

homemade money boxes with the letters

‘T. M. T on them?” 4 R
A motion was made that the president

“appoint a committee to make the boxes,

and to see about the-badges.

She at once named Genevieve as chair-
man, and asked Grace Gordon and Kittie

Jones to help her, as the other members of
the committee, |

“Shall we have a secret society?” asked .

Grace. / . - o

All agreed that it would be a good plan
to keep the name secret until they had
found out whether they could make a sue-

cess of their plans or not; but that they

ought to tell their mothers,—and fathers,
if they wanted to, o i
Then the girls decided to meet twice a

month, on the Wednesday which was near- -

est to the tenth and twentieth dates.

5 .

‘The chosen one said: “Girls, I
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When they were through with the busi-
ness which completed the organization of
the “Ten Missionary Tithers,” Mary Mar-
tha invited the girls out to play croquet,
and to swing.

After they had played about an hour,
Mrs. Bowen appeared with sandwiches and
lemonade. Ten little girls sat in a circle
on the grass. As they ate and drank, they
discussed plans for earning, or for saving,
money for the Missionary Club. They
separated to go to their respective homes
after agreeing to try to find out ways to
earn nickels and ‘dimes, and to report at
the next meeting.

How their parents received the news,
and the experiences they had, pleasant and
otherwise, is another story.

Confession of an Ex-Convict*

Bill Stiles, One of the Last Members of the
James and Younger Brothers’ Gang

It was on the evening of October 30,
1913, in the Union Rescue Mission, 145
North Main Street, Los Angeles, Cal., that
1 was arrested by the Holy Ghost and gave
my heart to God. )

This was the first time T had been in a
church service since a small boy, nearly
forty-four years before. | -

My criminal life began when I was four-
teen years of age back in New York as a
pickpocket. I had Christian parents and
a lovely home. My father was a practic-
ing physician. They did all they could
for me, but the devil got hold of me in
some way, and I seemingly could not keep
from doing wrong. They sent me into the
country, but I did no better there. I over-
heard them talking of sending me aboard the
Schoolship St. Mary, and then I ran away.

I drifted westward, and in 1876 joined
the James’ gang with the Younger brothers,
and was with them in the Northfield rob-
bery. 1 escaped the vengeance of the law,
and made my way to Omaha, Neb. T had
served three terms of one year each be-
hind prison bars. 1
of a crime and sentenced to life imprison-

~ment. When those doors closed upon me
it was terrible; no one can know my feel-
‘ings but those who have passed through
such an experience. Tt is a life of torture;
. a living death.

*Published by the International Free Tract
Society, 730 San Pedro St., Los Angeles, Cal,

In 1900 I was convicted |

On the 19th day of March, 1913, I got

my release from prison, and friends took

me to the State of Washington, where
found employment in a lumber town, I

did not like it, however, and soon found 3 -

friend who gave me work for two months;
but when he came to me one day and said
that he could not employ me longer, T knew
my past had been revealed, and became
discouraged. At last I gave up trying to
be good; I found it impossible, and de-
termined to go back into my old life of
crime,
I began to prepare for what I knew in the

end would be the taking of life before they

would get me. I was desperate, and once
more the old outlaw spirit was upon me
and T was becoming a demon at heart. I
went to Tacoma and Seattle and looked up

some of my old pals—men who did not .

care for their lives. With them I p']an.ned to
go back into my old work of train robbing,
I came to Los Angeles on the 1gth day

of July, 1913, and began to look up this

country, both along the Santa Fé and
Southern Pacific railroads, preparatory to
“striking” and then striking again. T went
into the mountains for a month, in the vi-
cinity of what is now known as Pisgah
Grade, and drew my maps and laid my
plans. I came back into the city and put

my men (as they had bad records and were

wanted by the police) in hiding. The
night before the intended robbery I walked

down Main Street, thinking over my plans
and the course mapped out, when I found

myself in front of a mission. Just then

I saw a policeman coming down the street,
and naturally feeling suspicious, I stepped

inside to - avoid him and walked way up
front. |

I did not hear much of the service, for
my mind was upon the work for the next
day. T felt a little uneasy, for T had left
‘my suitcase in my room, and in it some of
the “soup” (mnitroglycerine), some high ex-
plosives, and my guns, I had everything
ready, and so far my plans had gone

smoothly ; but as I say, I felt worried, and
was just getting up to leave when one of

the workers came to me and asked me to
give myself up to God.
I did not believe in a God. '
had lived did not allow me to believe in
a God. I do not remember his reply, for
when I attempted to get up I had no con-

trol over my legs. I do not know what

Y

it was the power of God.

I knew it meant death to me. so | ~gave my consent my legs were released,

- hoped God would give me more.

T told him that - the presence of God’s Spirit.

The life I
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you think, but I know my legs were fas-
tened to that floor by a power not of this
ea I kept trying to get up, when a
woman came and sat down beside me, and
“urged me to go up to the altar. T listened
to her pleadings for a time and then con-
sented to go, thinking it would do me no
harm anyway. What seemed so strange
to me was that I did not have any power to
resist. It was not the woman, for I have
been a woman-hater since my early life;

As soon as |

and T went up and knelt at the altar. I
heard them praying, and a strange .feeling
came over me. It seemed as though some-

- thing in my heart was loosening up, and I
~ began to feel happy; then a warm light

came from above and made ‘my whole
body burn. How sorry I began to feel
for my past life of crime! T could not
keep back the tears—tears of real repent-
ance. I heard them tell me to repeat a
prayer, but T had found the Lord before

~that. Oh, what a joy came into my heart!
7 fir

I went out of the mission knowing the
st real joy and happiness in the Lord,
for,I was conscious that my sins were for-
given. I could not go to bed for joy, but
walked the streets for hours. I forgot al!
about the train robbery I had planned for

. the next day; forgot the suitcase and guns.
- Next morning after my conversion. 1 told

my companions what I had done and they
said I was nutty. 1 told them if I was, T
I then
separated from my old pals and they went

their way. I am sorry to say that two
of them have paid the death penalty al-

' ready—one was killed in a raid in the

north, and - the other in Arizona. For a

~number of days I sat in the mission. I

was happy—happy for the first time in my
life.  Finally I began to come to myself

- and to' think about the law, knowing that
I was liable to be arrested, for I had re-

vealed my past life, I thought about go-
Ing away, but was held from doing so by
a feeling of love that seemed to draw me
closer and closer; and such a delight was
In my heart and soul that T knew I was in
. I was ex-
periencing the greatest joy I had ever
know, and the peace of God flooded my
soul, T kept getting happier and happier,

unti] it seemed as though I loved every-

ody and everybody loved me. I knew no

- for one like me,

evil, and thought no evil—I was “a new
creature in Jesus Christ” -
That heart of mine was as hard as
stone ; nothing had ever melted it, and my
soul was black with -many a crime, but the
Lord took me and washed me as white as
wool.  There is nothing but the power of .
God that can take ‘the wickedness of a life _
out, and keep it out. - During all my life
I had walked in the valleys and through ©
dark -paths, until up from the depths be-
low he lifted me out—of darkness into his -
marvelous light. I know that a man who
has lived the life that I have can never re-
form, but through the power of God he
can be transformed and given a new
nature: it is_the birth of a new spirit. I
would not take the whole world for the joy
the Lord gives me. - s
I broke my mother’s heart, and sent her
to her grave in disgrice. A dear old fa-
ther and sisters and brothers have all
passed away, and their last thoughts were
of me. I think I can see them now, their

faces shining with the glory of God as they

look down upon me from the glory-world
beyond the skies, and rejoice, for “he that
was dead is alive again, and he that was
lost is found.” Now in place of carrying
guns to destroy life, T carry the word of
God that gives life—eternal life. =
There is no such thing as reformation
It takes the power of the
blood of Jesus Christ to blot out transgres-
sion and clean one up. Nothing else can
take away' our sinful appetites and set us
free from the power of the evil. “He that
is free in Christ Jesus is free indeed.”
“Wherefore he is able also to save them
to the uttermost that come unto God by
him, seeing he ever liveth to make inter-
cession for them” (Heb. 7: 25). - The -
promise has been made and stands sure, -
but you can sit there until doomsday and.
it will profit you nothing until you come,
Six hundred and forty-two timés -in his .
word, God has invited men to “come../
“Whosoever will may come.” The “who-
soever” covers every man, but the “will”
may leave some of you out': “Whosoever+

will may come.”

o

I have had repeated offers tb gb_ back |

- into the old life since my conversion, Men
have even offered to ‘supply the money

for necessary outfit or equipment.  But it -

was the strength that I got from God alone:
that helped me to stand. - S
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SABBATH SC

"REV. L. C. RANDOLPH, D. D., MILTON, WIS.
} antributing Editor .

It is a remarkable sign of the times that
secular journals are giving so much space
‘to moral and religious. topics. We could
wish that many things were omitted of
course, but let us think of our mercies, In
the Ladies’ Home Journal, for instance, a
series of articles is being published on “The
- King’s Business: How It May Be Done
More Effectively.” The special subject in
the current number is, “Suppose they did:
- Suppose one thousand men decided tomor-
row to give up their lives to the churches
to do active Christian work. What would
the churches do with them?” The author
goes on to tell the story of how he tried
to break into Christian work for several

years without any real satisfaction. The

program seemed to be to go to things, vote,
~and listen to speeches calling on men to
- give themselves to God’s work; but he did
not find anything definite to do.
~ I should like to see an article written in
answer to that by my friend, Marshall A.
Hudson, the founder of the Baraca Class,
- who gave up a fine flourishing crockery
business in Syracuse to devote all his time
to Christian work among and with young
men. He aims to be a millionaire—that
is, to get a million men studying the Bible
. in Baraca classes, and he has approached
very near his goal already.
- If the writer of the article in the Journal
had fallen in with some church where they
had a live organized men’s Bible class, he
would not have stumbled along in the dark
as he seems to have done. These classes
are doing a great work. They reach one
section of the great evangelistic field which
lies before the modern Bible school. Let
every man say in sincerity, “Lord, what
wilt thou have me to do?” and he will find
his field all about him.

If you want to know more about the Or-
ganized Bible Class, write to Professor
A. B. West, Superintendent of the Adult

"Department, Milton Junction, Wis. The
Sabbath School Board has put him in

~ charge of that department. - Ask him ques-

- tions. Or write to Marshall A. Hudson,
‘The Windemere, Syracuse, N. Y. Or

plying her vocation.

write to any up-to-date Bible-school
worker. Plan to go to the next convention
that occurs in your section or State. Get
into the procession., “There’s lovely fight-
ing all along the line.” |

Lesson XIIi.—December. 25, 1915

THE SABBATH, SOCIAL AND ETHICAL—AmOS 8:
4-10; Hos. 2: 11-13

“The Savior of Kurdistan”

Waist deep in the waters of the upper
Tigris stood a poor Kurdish washerwoman,
Although her pay
was but a pittance, she wrought daily at
her hard task for her own livelihood, the
education of her bright little boy, and for
charity. In winter, when blocks of ice

from the streams in the Taurus mountains

came floating down the river, she still was
there, laboring with strong arms and a
strong love, o
- The missionary from Kharput, making.
his annual visits, saw in his congregation
a face that fascinated him. In it suffer-
ing and sorrow and hope and patience and
passionate devotion
wrought their perfect work. At the close
of the meeting he said to the native pastor,
“Bring that woman to me.” |

In mean attire and trembling, the woman

stood before him, holding with one
hand her little boy. The missionary spoke

Armenian; she understood the Kurdish.

He addressed her through the native pas-
tor. .

“Mother, do you love Jesus?”’ |
“I do,” she said, “I do.” . |

y

“How much would you give to him?" -

asked the missionary.

“O missionary,” she cried, “I have noth- f
ing. Yet all 1 earn I give, saving only . -
enough for food for this little .boy and my-

self.” | :

asked.

“He is my all—my life!” she cried.

“Think well of it tonight and pray,” said T "
“T return to Kharput to- e

the missionary.
morrow.”

And the widow went out sobbing: “My

only son, my Thomas!”

* e . . ! b ‘ ; ; i

The remaining hours of the missionary's i
visit were very busy. ones, and when the
morning came and his horse was saddled, -

3

" Christos.”

seemed to have

- with it the awful massacres.
sand Christians gave their lives for their

“Would you give your little boy?” he‘:i; |

he had worked before. He gathered the

he had forgotten about Thomas. He re-
~proached himself afterward, but it was true
—he forgot. The journey was long. The
mountain torrents were raging. The hills
‘were full of brigands. Th
of preparation for the journey, so much of
necessary adjustment of the work of the
mission, so much of admonition, direction

- and advice, that Thomas and his mother,

- with the wonderful light in her eyes, passed
wholly from his mind. But as he was
about to start, the group of mission work-
ers and converts who had assembled t& bid
him farewell divided to make room for her

to approach him—and there was the mother
and Thomas. :

At the missionary’s feet she laid the lit-

tle bundle of clothing on which she had
worked all night. She laid one hand on

~ her boy’s head, and with the other pointing

upward, said two words: “Thomas—
Then she went back to her
lonely home, But not to a narrowed or

mournful life; hers was the joy of one

~ who had made the supreme sacrifice.

Thomas developed all those powers which
the missionary had discerned in promise in
his face, and had seen in .full development
in the face of his mother. He led his
class. He advanced by leaps and bounds.
He was valedictorian at his graduation.
He pushed straight on in his Bible study,
and when he graduated he went back to his
old home, where the mother waited for
him, and then far beyond into the Kurdish

mountains to a town which, for its Chris-

tian faith in early ages, had been named
Martyropolis. There he began anew the
preaching of a gospel that once made its

- followers faithful unto death, and  they

called him “The Prophet of Kurdistan.”
The black year 1895 came round, and
Many thou-

faith.: Eight hundred of the members of
the churches centered close to him per-
ished. Twenty-seven teachers and preach-
ers died at their posts; Thomas was shot

- and cruelly cut, and left for dead. With

bleeding wounds and broken bones and 2
fractured skull they bore him fifteen hours’
journey—two long days—to where he could

have the protection of a British consul and

the care of a European surgeon, And

Thomas, against all probabilities, recovered.

Back he went into the mountains where
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There was so much-

_any experience with children?”  Appli-

~ %

scattered, frightened Christians, and in-
spired them with new courage and hope.
He protected the widows; he fed the or-
phans. He gave himself without Tfear or
thought to hundreds of widows, and to a
work that brought new life to crushed and
broken hearts. The sacrifice of his own
mother bore its abundant fruit in the com-
fort he gave to orphans, and they called
him “The Savior in ‘Kurdistan.”—The
Youth’s Companion.

Mai;;iages

StrAIT-BUrDICK.—At the home of Mr. and Mrs:
Elwin Strait, at Berlin, N. Y., October 9,
1915, by Rev. H. L. Cottrell, Mr. Fred. I.
Strait, of Petersburg, N. Y. and Alice D.-
Burdick, of Berlin, N. Y. St

GREENE-ARMSBY.—At the home. of the bride’s
parents, Mr. and Mrs. John D. Armsby, on
November 15, 1915, by Rev. H. L. Cottrell,
Carlton L. Greene and Blanche Belle Arms-
by, both of Center Berlin, N. Y.

Deaths. S
WHhiepLE—George. Amold Whipple was born in
- Coventry, R. I, August 27, 1832, and died
at Ashaway, R. I, July 26, 1915, Ceh

He was the fourth of seven sons born to
Christopher and Edey Tarbox Whipple, and
the last to pass away. He took up his residence
in Ashaway in 1834, and lived there continuously
until his death. ~September 10, 1857, he was.
united in marriage with Abby Maria Ennis, of
Richmond, R. I, who died May 28, 1911. Two
children were born to them—Herbert G. Whip-
ple, of Yonkers, N. Y, and. Mary A. V. Hill, of
Ashaway, both of whom survive, together with
Eola H., the wife, and F. Hamilton and Georg-
eola, the children, of their son. In 1863, he
sustained a shock of paralysis which left him
a cripple, and in November, 1911, he sustained
another shock which totally deprived him of the
use of his lower limbs for the remainder of his
life. Notwithstanding his’ physical troubles, he
was cheerful, patient, and uncomplaining in dis-
position, and a steady, continuous hard worker
so long as he was able to work. He was well
informed on current topics of state and na-
tional interest, concerning which he held sound, .
well-reasonéd opinions. He was kindly and in-
dulgent in his family life: reserved but friendly
and obliging in his relations with his neigh- -
bors; a quiet, unassuming citizen of high stand- -
ards of life and conduct. o *

Lady ( _Cngaging"f nufse) : “Have vyou'_l had

cant: “Yis, mum. Shure, Oi used to be
child meself.”—Tit-Bits. e
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holds services at the Memorial Baptist Church, Wash-
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10.45 a. m. . Preaching service at 11.30 a. m. A cor-
dial welcome is extended to all visitors. Rev. E. D.
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- 42d Street and Moneta Avenue, every Sabbath afternoon.
Sabbath sc¢hool at 2z o’clock. Preaching at 3. Everybody
welcome. Rev. Geo. W. Hills, pastor, 264 W. 42d St.
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Sabbath school at 11 o’clock; Y. P. S. C. E. and Junior
'C. E. at the home of G. E. Osborn, 2077 American Ave.,
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10 o’clock Sabbath morning, followed bg Bible_ school.

unior Christian Endeavor at 3 p. m. enior Christian

ndeavor, evening before the Sabbath, 7.30. Cottage
prayer meeting Thursday night. Church building, cor-
ner Fifth Street and Park Avenue. Rev. R. J. Sev-
erance, pastor, 1153 Mulberry St.

The Seventh Day Baptist Church of -Battle Creek,

- Mich., holds regular preaching services each Sabbath in
the Sanitarium Chapel at 2.45 p. m. Christian Endeavor
Society prayer meeting in the College Building (oppo-
site Sanitarium), 2d floor, every Friday evening at 8
o'clock. Visitors are always welcome, Parsonage,

198 N. Washington Ave.

The Mill Yard Seventh Day Baptist Church of London
"holds a regular Sabbath service at 3 p. m., at Morning-
ton Hall, Canonbury  Lane, Islington, N. morning
- service at 10 o’clock is held, except in July and August,
at the home of the pastor, 104 Tollington Park, N.
Strangers and visiting brethren are cordially invited to
attend these services.

Seventh Day Baptists planning to spend the winter in
Florida and who will be in Daytona, are cordially in-
vited to attend the Sabbath-school services which are
held during the winter season at the several homes of
members. ' : :

“Bill,” the poet gasped, as he entered
his friend’s room. “Why, what’s wrong ?”
the friend inquired. “Wrong! I wrote
a poem about my little boy. I began the
first verse with these lines: ‘My son! My
pigmy counterpart.”’” “Yes? Yes?” The
poet drew a newspaper from his pocket.
“Read!” he blazed. “See what that com-
positor did to my opening line.”  The

. - friend read aloud: “My son! My pig, my
- counterpart!’—The National Monthly.

Christ is the Son of God in a threefold L

sense: by birth, by adoption and by in-

heritance. . He is the Son of two Kings,
and the King of two worlds—the Son of
God and the Son of David. In conse-
quence he is the legitimate heir of two
thrones—the throne of earth and the
throne of heaven. He was as -hgn:lan as
Adam, as Jewish as David, as divine as
God. To sympathize with us he must be -
human; to save us he must be divine.
Take away his human nature and he is not
man; take away his divine nature and he

is not God. In either case he is not the
Messiah, the Christ of prophecy and his-
tory. It is the mystic union of humanity
and divinity, the representation of universal
man and the universal God, that makes him

both the Son of man and the Son of God.

—J. J. Haley.

We give much blame, and it may be well. -
Let us give more gratitude, and it will be = .
better for the world, It is very sore with.
many sorrows, many blows; and we know
not how much good a tender voice and 2
soft hand may do. We have so short a
time to live, let us feel and give all the
gratitude we can. We shall never regret
that in the world beyond, where God 15
grateful for all who have been kind to his
children here.—Stopford A. Brooke.

“Pa, a man’s wife is his better half, isn;’t:.;,_,‘ |
she?” o .
“We are told so, my son.” i
“Then, if a man marries twice there i1snt
anything left of him, is there?”—Exchange.
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CHRISTMAS PRAYER

On this Christmas Day, my Father, I come to thee with a .glad?

heart. Help me

to observe the day fitly, with loving remembrance

of the lowly birth in Bethlehem and the sorrows of him who came
to bring redemption, and with grateful thanks to thee for thy great

mercy.

May this be a true Christmas in my heart. Save me from all

selfishness. While I gratefully receive the Christmas blessings,
my heart be opened toward all the world in sympathy and ki

interest. Make my life a song; may I g0 everywhere with joy on

my face and on my lips.

I pray for those to w

joy may be enriched by

tudes of little children to
those to whom the day bri

solitary; those far away

warmed by human love;

hom Chriﬁtmas brings gladness. that their

thoughts of the divine love; for the multi- ;

whom the day means so much. I pray for
ngs little joy—the very poor; the lonely and

from their homes, whose hearts will not be

and those who know not thee.

to whom Christmas brin

sense of loss. May th

prisoners in their prisons, sailors on the sea,
I pray for the bereft and sorrowing -
g8 painful memories, making more real their
ey find comfort in the thought of Christ’s

unfailing love. Amen.— T4, Rew. J. R. Miller, D. D j :
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